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GRAIN FARMING VS. LIVESTOCK FARMING
FRANCIS L. SMITH, '27

Beware of False Profits-Keep Livestock on Your Farm as a Balance
Wheel of Agriculture to Bring in a Continuous Income and

Protect Against Soil Depletion

GRAIN farming is that type of

farming in which the producer
spends all his energies in pro

ducing a major field crop. His main
source of income is in the sale of this

crop. Livestock farming is that type
of farming which the producer feeds

a major portion of his crop to his

animals and receives his income thru

the sale of the animals or from their

products in the form of wool or dairy
products.
This question of livestock farming

versus grain farming has of late

years become one of high economic

importance. The hard times so uni

versally felt by farmers thruout the

country has led scientific men to in

qtire of the causes. Business de

pressions have never been so severe

as to prevent some farmers from

making a comfortable living. It is

the efficient farmers that succeed.

Hard times stimulate efficiency be

cause the producers must be efficient
to compete successfully.
During the period of hard times it

was noticed that those farmers wl o
were struck hardest were the grain
farmers of the great plains region.
Banks failed by the hundred during
this period in that section of the

country. Farm management surveys
have found that outside of more or

less specialized areas the most profit
able farms are operated by farmers
who raise livestock.

Any system of farming to be per
manent mr st maintain soil fertility.
The grain farmer raises Us crop,

gathers the valuable grain and leaves

the straw to waste, or in some cases

he may even burn it. The grain is

sold and the plant food elements are

gone. If this practice is long con

tinued the available elements will

become depleted with a corresponding
reduction in the crop yield. The ac

tual fertilizer value of a ton is eight
to ten dollars. If the farmer raises

livestock, not only the grain is fed,
but the straw that was wasted under

the other system of farming is utiliz

ed. More crops are raised to furnish

the tock with a more balanced ra

tion. This makes crop rotation possi-

Why not Feed This Heavy Crop to Farm Animals and
Thus Maintain the Fertility of the Soil

bl s which is so essential to a per
manent system of agriculture. The

farmer may even buy concentrates to

feed his animals. Chemists have

noted that 90 percent of the feed fed
to animals can be recovered in the

solid and liquid manure. Under ordi

nary farm practices 50 to 80 percent
of the original plant food elements
can be returned to the soil if the

plants are fed to stock and all the

manure returned to the land. The

manurial value of a mature horse is
about $27.00, and that of a cow about

$20.00 per year. The livestock farm

er, then, receives as much value from

the grain, utilizes waste and by-pro
ducts, and may even add fertility by
the purchase and feeding on concen

trated feed, besides returning to the
soil the plant food which the grain
farmer sells.

Livestock farming keeps a man ac

tively engaged thruout the year. The

grain farmer is br.sy but five or six
months of the year, and the remain

ing months of the year he is either
idle or employed elsewhere. Live

stock, then, stabilizes the farm occu

pation. It regulates, too, the farm

income, giving a more evenly distrib
uted income.
Livestock farming makes it possi

ble to profitably utilize the pasture
areas that are too rough, stony, or

irregular to cultivate. Livestock also
consume many products such as cot

ton seed meal, gluten feed and tank

age that would otherwise be wasted.

Livestock raising requires skill in

breeding and feeding; it increases the

risk, but at the same time it offers a

better reward to the one who knows

his business.
Since the tenacy system of farm

ing is so prevalent in tl: e United
States a word should be said about

the tenant in relation to livestock

farming. A survey of 205 farms in

Kansas was made to find which sys

tem of renting was the most profit
able. A summary of the survey found
that land owners received 2.37% in

terest on investment, and tenants had
a labor income of $375.00 on the
cash rent basis. Those farms on the

crop share rent had showed a 34%
increase in the landlords income and
63% for the tenants income. The

(Continued on Page 20)
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Bob Crosby, tying his calf in 22 4-5

seconds, took first day money, while
B. Brown took second with a time
of 25 25 1-5 seconds, and Jack Trainor
third with 25 3-5 seconds.
The final first prize of $300 went to

H. Myers, whose totals for the fotr

days in the calf-roping totaled 103

seconds. Hugo Strickland took the

$200 second money with 107 seconds,

and Bob Crosby third money with

116 3-5 seconds.

Breezy Cox and Bob Askins, both
of whom put up good rides on the
broncs allotted to them, split first and
second money in the bucking horse'
contes tfor the day, while Paddy
Ryan took third. In the finals, how
ever, Bob Askins was declared the
winner and was awarded the $300

The Cow that

Makes the Dollars

The cow that makes the dollars for Ameri
can Dairymen is the Holstein. Look around the
successful dairy centers. Which cow is in great
est favor-which cow is most popular in the pros
perous dairy states? The Holstein-because she
yields the larger profits year after year.

None but Holsteins have yielded such large
amounts of butter fat per year as provided by
tests supervised by agricultural colleges.

One hundred and one Holsteins have produced
from 1000 lbs. to 1350 lbs. of butter fat in one

year under these tests. Of all other cows of the
United States twenty-seven have reached the
1000 lb. mark.

lVIore farmers own Holsteins because experi
ence has shown the Holstein is the Cow that
makes the Dollars.

Write For Our Holstein Literature
230 East Ohio St., Chicago, Ill.

C]he Extension Service

HOLSTEIN�FRIESIAN
Ass 0 CIATION oj AMERICA

prize and the silver-mounted saddle
donated by Leighton Kramer. For
the second and third prizes of $200
and $100, a split was declared be

tween Breezy Cox and Norman Cow
an In the bareback steer riding con

test, Bob Askins and Frank Polk split
first and second money and Bert Allen
took third.

The spectators were given plenty
of thrills in the relay race, in which
the Breezy Coz, Carl Arnold and Doc

Pardee strings were entered. Arnold's

string took first, Pardee's second and
Cox's third.
Pardee's first horse won the first

lap, but time was lost during the

saddle change because of the nervous

ness of the next lap horse at the band

music in the sadns nearby. Despite
this fact, the Pardee lead was in

creased at the end of the secnod lap,
but Arnold's lightning saddle change
made up for the lead and his last lap
horse took the final round an easy
winner.

F. Mendoza captured first money in
the wild horse race, while Paddy Ry
an took second and Carl Arnold third.
In the wild cow milking contest, Ike

Mundy won first money, he and his

assistant sect. ring a few of the covet

ed drops of the milky liquid in a soda
water bottle ahead of the other con

testants. Richard Merchant took sec

ond money and.Pete Kersher third.

GRAIN FARMING
VS. LIVESTOCK FARMING

(Continued from Page 8)
farms on the stock-share rent gave
the landlord an increase of 80% over

the cash rent and the tenant an in

crease of 109%. Tenants on the

stock share rent were more interest

ed in the landlord's business, were

more permanent, made better inter

est on investments for the landlord,
and increased their labor incomes
over 100%.
In Iowa reports show that higher

yields of hay and grain are made on

stock farms than on strictly grain
farms.

Balanced farming is essential in

any permanent system of agriculture
and the mass of evidence shows that
this balance is best maintained by
the raising of livestock. The pros

perity of the rural districts depends
upon the fertility of the soil which
is best maintained by the judicious
1: se of farm animals
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