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..........................................................................." •..THE PROGENITORS OF THE

DOMESTIC HEN OF TODAY

According to the best authorities,
tl e domestic fowl belongs to a group
of scratching birds 'which includes

turkeys, gt Inea-fowls, pheasants, par
tridges and others. The progenitors
of the domestic hen of today were

wild species, and it is probable that

they originated from the crosses or

mingling of the blood of two quite
different species, the most important
one being tl:e wild fowl common in

the jungles of India and southern

China, which is known as the Gallus
bankiva species. This jungle fowl is

about one-third the size of the domes
ticated bird, having a flattened tail,
single comb and wattles resembling
those of the domestic fowl. TJ:.e fe

male is much smaller and has less
comb and wattles than the male, and
the shanks of both sexes are willow

colored, resembling those of the black
breasted red game fowl. They are

said to he capable of considerable

flight, but in other habits resemble to

a great extent the domestic birds of

today. Breeding experiments show
that they are completely fertile with
the domestic birds of all varieties, but
the offspring of the cross seems to

retain most of the characteristics of

the wild fowl, such as shyness, great
flying ability, etc., there is reason to

conclude that a second species otl: er
than the Gallus banhiva, was present
in the evolution of the present domes
tic fowls, becar se of characteristics
which they have which would be im

possible to breed from tl:e jungle fowl
alone. According to scientific theo

ries, the Aseel or Malay fowl has

played a great part in the develop
ment of the present-day fowl. This
ancient Aseel fowl is now practically
extinct, but was undoubtedly the old
est fowl in domestication, having been
bred in India 3000 years ago. These
Aseel fowls show a pea comb, stout

yellow legs, a stocky body, and an

unwillingness to fly high in the air,
cl.aracteristics which are entirely dif
ferent from those of the banhivia

fowls, which are so prominent in the
heavier broods, as the Brahmas and
the Cochins. This process of domes
tication can be traced from about 1000
B. C., where the Institute of Menu al
ludes to the sport of cock-fighting,
which was probably carried on with
the Aseel. From that time on we

find domestic fowls constantly re

ferred to in early records, and their

improvement was consistent with the

advance of civilization. They were

gradually distributed westward over

the continent, coming into Ei Tope
from central Clina by way of Siberia
and Russia, and were carried to the

new world early in the period of col

onization, where they had formerly
been entirely unknown. The domes
tic fowl may be given two distinct

classifications, one based on the ori

gin, which has been given above, and
the other on the commercial possi
bilities, which will take in a large
number of the present-day breeds,
and will make it necessary to arrange
them in a definite and logical fashion
if they are to be studied successfully.
The American class includes the
breeds which have originated in Amer

ica and wl:ich were created and im

proved with the idea of dual purpose
achievement. They constitute uch
breeds as: The Plymouth Rocks, Wy
andottes, Rhode Island Reds, etc. The
Asiatic class are larger meat produc
ing fowls and constitute the Brahmas,
the Cochins and tl:e Langshans. The
Mediterranean class had their origin
on the shores of the Mediterranean
Sea and are recognized as the world's
best egg prodt'cers. The Leghorns
are by far the most popular bird of
this breed or class, and are considered
the world's most economic egg produc
ers. Tl: e other breeds of this class of
lesser importance are Minorcas, Blue

Andulasian, Anconas and White
Faced Black Spanish. The English
class is represented by the Dorkings,
Red Caps and Orphingtons, an] are

said to have been imported from Eng
land by the Romans. In America this

class has not attained any degree of

popularity. The Dolish, Hamburgs,
the Frencl: breeds, game and ban

tams, have gained very little popu

larity in America, hence are very

thinly distributed over the country.

MOHAWK TIRES NOW
SOLD IN TUCSON-

Distribi tion of the well-known Mo

hawk Tire line has been taken by the

So. Arizona Motor Co., located at 6th

and Broadway.
Mohawk Tires have become popular

in Arizona due to their wonderful re
silient tread and ability to withstand

rough roads. Mohawk Tires are re

garded by those who have used them

as superior in this feature, and fully
up to tsandard in all other respects. A
complete stock will be maintained at

the local agency. -adv.
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You are interested, of course,
in seeing that your dollars ar,e
spent where thy will bring

G

.

+

�
!
+
+
+
+
;

�
+
+
+
+
+
+
+

�
i

t
+

1.
........................................................................i

stores, combined with efficient,
economical business metbods,
assures you quality merchan
dise here at lowest possible
prices.
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