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AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES OF THE GRANGE
The Organization of the Grange; What the National Grange Has Pur

posed to Do and Is Doing for Agriculture; Opinions
of Men of National Repute.

Nearly everyone interested in agri
culture knows that there is srch an

organization as the Grange and that

it is composed mostly of farmers and

those of their families eligible for

membership, howev.er, few probably
are aware of the extent of its work

along those lines calculated to lift

agriculture to a higher plane and

make the life of the farmer and his

family more enjoyable.
George R. Harrison, master of the

State Grange of California, in a talk

over the radio told something of these
activities during the past 50 years and

we herewith give such extracts from
this talk as we feel will give our read
ers a beter understanding of the work
this great farm organization is do

ing:
"Dering its more than half-century

of life the Grange has been a fight
ing organization in defense of the

American farmer, his interests and
his environment, and a fine list of vic-

.

tories stand to its credit. Free deliv

ery of mail to rural homes; establish
ment of parcel post; creation of post
al savings bank; inauguration of a

rural credit system; vocational edr.ca
tion; protection of dairy products
from the unfair competition of imi

tation substitutes; widespread inter

est in better roads, especially fsom

fasm to market.
"In 1879 the Grange began active

work for creating experimental sta-'
tions in agriculture, which resulted

in the Hatch bill, prepared by the

Grange legislative committee in 1886,
and vigorously worked for until en

acted in 1888.
"The National Grange was spon

sor of a law to protect cheese manu

facturers and dairy farmers by pro

hibiting the manufacture of filled
cheese.
"The National Grange advocated

the law providing for government in
spection of the products of the pack
ing plants and has supported every
law for the wholesome handline- of

foodstuffs.
The Grange favored federal appr»

priations for the eradication of the

gypsy moth, boll weevil, corn borer,
San Jose scale, cattle ticks and vari-

ous other destructive insects and plant
and animal diseases.

"In 1881 the National Grange be

gan a campaign for the enactment

of laws prohibiting food adulteration
and it has supported all laws for

this purpose now on the statute hooks.

"The National Grange has vigor
ously supported stringent laws re

quiring humane treatment of livestock
while in transit on the railroads.
"All of these are measures for the

public good, for which the Grange has

successfully striven, and withot t

Grange aid present result.s couin not

have been obtained. The Grange ia
made up largely of a property own

ing membership, whose material in

terests are in and of the country
town, and its prosperity and better
ment is their vital concern.

"Grange members are often leaders
in their own communities and are the
men and women who assist in carry

ing the responsibilities of the com

munity, church and school. Free from

every religious or political test for

membership, admitting men and wo

men on a plane of exact equality from
its very beginning. With the highest
of American ideals its guiding prr

pose, the Grange maintains today,
more than half a century 'after its

inception the sturdy purposes of its
founders-in a genuine fraternity of

farmers, strongly united with their

families to serve the welfare of rural

America.
"The Grange believes in genuine

100 per cent Americanism and that

the American home 'i", the greatest
institution in the structure of civilza

bon. The Grange stands for and up

holds the church, the school and every

organization which seeks to promote
the welfare of hUmanity.
"The declaration of purposes of the

National Grange was written by the
first Master of the California State

Grange, Brother J. W. A. Wright, on

February 4, 1874, while in attendance
at the seventh annual session of the

National Grange in St. Louis. It was

unanimously adopted by that body on

February 6 and stands out clearly as

a beacon light and guiding star to all

patrons of husbandry.

"Every president of the United

States from General U. S. Grant, to

and including Calvin Coolidge has

spoken of the Grange and its splendid
work in the highest terms. President

Coolidge says, 'It seems to me that

one of the reasons why the Grange
has continued to flourish is that it

has kept constantly in mind the

thorght of the farm as a home, and

is represented in its membership by
the various members of that home.

It has recognized the need of a full

home life and a wholesome rural life.

The progressive conservatism of the

Grange and its sensible way of con

sidering farm problems and present

ing farm needs has given it a position
of influence in the nation. It has led

those in positions of responsibility to

listen to the views of the Grange with

consideration and respect.'
"The Grange asks no special favor

for agriculture, but we do desire a

proper equality, 'equity and fairness;
protection for the weak, restraint

upon the strong; in short, justly dis

trfbuted burneds and justly distrib

uted power.
"There are other farm organiza

tions that are laboring for the good
of agriculture. The farm bureau and
the agricultural legislative committee
with its commodity organizations for

the hearty co-operation that has ex

isted between their effort to better
he condiions of our farmers. Much

good has resulted particularly in mat

ters of legislation and aided in bt..ild

ing up our great industry, agriculture.
There are many farmers who do not

belong to any of the farm organiza
tions. Every farmer should align him
self with some one or more farm or

ganization and use his power and in

fluence to assist agriculture as it is

only throug co-operation an da unit

ing of our forces that we can place
agriculture where it rightfully should

be, on a partiy, from an economic

standpiont, with all other industries
since without a successful agriculture
our nation will perish."

-California Cultivator.
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ture must spend much time in these
studies.
Because of the great amount of

scientific knowledge necessary for ef
ficient work, scientific agriculturt
cannot be taught in high schools be
cause students there lack fundamental

ground work. Only a few generalities
and the arts of science can be suc

cessfully taught. Hence the burden
of real scientific work remains with
mJen of college training.
Good authorities have estimated

that the plant breeders' work is worth
a billion dollars a year to American

agriculture. Science has applied the
laws of nature and through her meth
ods of dry farming is bringing vast

areas under cultivation. Thus, a few

years of practical research by trained
scientists has accomplished what prac
tical framers had been unable, to ac

complish dc'ring a thousand years of
untrained observation and experience.
The hope of future agriculture rests

in science. She must not only be able
to produce the nation's food but keep
up the soil fertility. She must not

only find new acres to conquer, but
she must restore old fields to their
former crop producing power.
To do these things will require an

ever increasing body of scientific men.

The present situation is a challenge
to American rural manhood, men who
know the needs of the farmer, men

who can look far into the future and

make wise provisions for the well be

ing of the yet unborn, men who see

the great possibilities and dare to ful
fill them in the face of unpopularity.
Those few leading lights who spend

their time in laboratories, working
with unending zeal to disclose the

laws of nature, surely may be classed

among the nation's true patriots, for
they concern themselves with the fu

ture, as well as the present. They
teach that the earth is holy, that our
land is our most sacred heritage, and
that we must pass this heritage on to

succeeding generations, unimpaired.
Since the land always was and always
will be, the basis of all life, it s.iould
he the deepest concern for the plan
ners of the future to see that it must
not deteriorate. Nature has been a

long, long time creating for us this
favorable environment. We are but
the trustees of the, land, for when we

are gone someone else takes it. Lot it
not be said in a few centuries that
this generation. was the weak lir.k in
the long chain of American national
life. Let conservation and economy
be our cry with ever increasing' dig-

nity. Let the practical and the S( len

tific join hands in retaining the land
in its resplendent beauty and unex-

celled fertility for those who follow.
This is but our patriotic duty if We

truly love our glorious country.

The C st That Pays
T IS evident that a man who pays 15
cents a bushel to produce a crop

makes 60 cents more than a man whose
cost of production is 75 cents. Yet
variations greater than this are com

mon. In one State, and in the same

year, the range in cost per bushel of a
certain crop ran from 71 cents to over

$13.00 Also, a difference of $1.18 per
cwt. in the cost of producing milk on

neighboring farms is noted.

These figures set farmers to thinking.
There is a cost that cannot be exceeded
if a profit is to be made. What that
cost is, and how near he comes to it,
are matters of vital interest to every
farmer.

Established
1842

Farm Tractors
3 sizes

Skid Engines
Steel Threshers

5 sizes

Combines
Prairie
Hillside

Silo Fillers
4 sizes

Baling Presses
2 sizes

Steam Engines
Road Machinery
Grand Detour

Plows
Harrows

Cultivators

Any analysis will show that a large per
centage of farm production costs are

due to the cost of power and labor. The
best farming practice today is to reduce
these costs by the use of highly efficient
Case machines-a method that is help
ing to bring about the reorganization
of Agriculture.

�. I. Case Threshing Machine Company
Incorporated Established 184�

WiSCODliaDept. Z·7S Racine

NOTE-Our plows and harrows areNOT theCase plow!
and harrows made by the J. I. Case Plow Works Co.
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