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WHEN DO YOUR HENS LAY?
By M. W. GIBBS, '26

Late Molters Average 73 Eggs Per Year Above the Early Molters-A Hen
That Molts Late Rests Only a Short Time-The Early Molter

Loafs During the Period of High Prices

11
STUDY of the relation of
He time and rate of molting
to winter egg production

was recently made by the writer, at

the University of Arizona Poultry
Farm. The experiment was carried
out under the direction of the instruc

tors in the Poultry Department of the
University, and was made for the

purpose of determining whether or

not the hens that began molting early
in the season would come back into

production and lay enough eggs in
the winter wlile egg prices were high
to justify keeping them.

Experiments on the molt have been

conducted from time to time by vari
ous State Agrict Itur841 Experiment
Stations in every section of the coun

try. In almost every instance the
results of such experiments .havv.
confirmed the following facts; (1)
Under normal conditions hens usual

ly do not lay through the period of

their molt, but stop laying to renew

their plumage. (2) As a rule hens

that begin molting early in the

season take all the fall to

molt while the late molters change
their feathers rapidly and begin lay
ing again about the time the early
molters get started. (3) The early
molters not only quit laying, but tl ey
lay fewer eggs during the time wh Ie

they are laying. Usually then, the

hens Hat begin molting early are

the lowest prodi cers, while the hens
that wait late to drop their feathers

lay the greatest number of eggs.
However there are variations from
the foregoing, even under well regu
lated conditions. Furthermore, the

very best of layers may be thrown
into a molt abnormally by improper
care and management, such as irreg
ular feeding, sud.den clanges in feed

ing and housing conditions, and oth
er irregularities.
A good many commercial poultry

men cull out the early molters in the
fall and sell them for meat. With
this in mind the study was made here
to determine whether or not the early
molters would produce enorgh eggs
in the winter while prices were Ugh
to justify carrying them over their

long molting period.

University of Arizona Poultry Plant Where the
Experiments on Molting Were Carried Out

For this purpose thirty-two White eggs for the year, and the average
Leghorn hens were used. These hens for the group was 134.4 eggs each
were just completing their first years for the first year, or 24.32 more eggs

laying season during the time of the per hen than the earliest molters.
experiment, which began on July 31, The other nine of the birds molted
1925 and continued through Decem- after October the first, some of them
ber 1925. Each .hen was examined not molting before November and De-

every two weeks and the progress 0: cember. These nine hens averaged
the molt recorded. Daily trap-nest 183 eggs each for their first year of

egg records had been kept from the production, and the highest record

time the hens began laying as pul- made by any of them was 220 eggs.
lets. This high record hen did not begin
The egg records showed Hat the molting, except a little on the neck,

lowest producers in the pen laid sev- until November and by December the

enty-five eggs in her first year of fifth her molt was nearly complete.
production and the highest producer The results are shown below in table
laid two-hr ndred and twenty eggs. No. 1.

Twelve of the thirty-two hens were This table shows the time molt be-
molting when they were first ob
served on July the thirty-first. A
number of them were well along in
the molt. The highest record made

by any of these early molters was

one-hundred and thirty-one eggs, and

the average for these twelve was

110.08 eggs each. Eleven of the hens

began molting during the months of

August and September. The lighest
record made by any of these was 162

gari; number of hens in each group;

and the egg production for the year

average for each group.

Group 1. Before Aug 1. 12 110.08

Group 2. During Aug.
and Sept 11 134.40

Group 3. After Oct. 1sL ... 9 183.00

The hens that began molting in

(Continued on Page 17)
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July did not, as a rule, complete
their molt until November. The ma

jority of those that began molting
later also were through molting by
the end of November. In other words
the early molters were slow molters
and the late molters changed their

plumage quickly. The early molters
laid but few eggs from July the 1st.
until November the 1st. The twelve
hens that began molting in July aver

aged only 6.25 eggs each during the
three last months of the year. The
eleven hens that began molting dur

ing August and September averaged
8.10 eggs each during the last three
months of the year, and those begin
ning to drop their feathers after Oc
tober the first laid an average of
9.33 eggs each in these last thee
months.

Although the number of fowls used
in this experiment was too small for
the results to be of very great signi
ficance commercially, the results

indicate that about the same relation
exists between the time of molting
and egg production here as has been
found to prevail in other sections.
The early molters did not, in this

case, lay enough eggs from July 1st

to January 1st to pay for their feed.

They will have to make good records
from January the 1st rntil their
next molting time to justify keeping
them for laying purposes. The fre

quent handling of the fowls in con

nection with the experiment might
have had some influence in lowering
tte egg yield, but it should not effect

the early molters any more than it

did the late molters.

THE UNIVERSITY

PRACTICE HOUSE

(Continued from Page 7)
furniture handled carefully. This is
an important item in economy in the
home also. The fourth economy is
that of time and energy, for the girls
must carry a full course at school
with the work at the Practice House.
Careful planning is the means by
which the girls avoid haste and con

fusion. Convenient arrangement in
the kitchen saves many steps and
much energy.
The next problem is that of mak

ing the house as pleasant and home
like as possible. At every meal the
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table is set with snowy linen, gisten
ing china and shining silver grouped
attractively around a centerpiece of
flowers. The rooms are kept clean
and orderly at all times and are

made attractive by the use of flow

ers, pictr res and tl: e arrangement of
furniture These are customs which
one would attempt to follow in one's
own home, thereby making it more

pleasant, more beautiful and more

restful.
The least definite and perhaps the

most important problem is that of
human relationships. The girls are

encouraged in cooperation, useful

ness, and thoughtfulness toward oth
ers. They cr ltivate a serene unex

which is master of the most unex

pected situation which may arise, and
which allows the girl to present her
self to the rest of He group smiling,
calm, and always kind This is an at

titude which will do much toward

making the home atmosphere what it
should be.
From these facts, it is clear that

the purpose of the Practice House
is to enable girls to become more

capable homemakers and that it suc

ceeds remarkably well in carrying out

that purpose.

SUCCESS

is not luck, nor a pull, nor a

soft snap--but the longest,

steadiest, toughest job you

ever tackled. We are striving
for SUCCESS.
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AT OUR MARANA STORE WE

CARRY A COMPLETE
STOCK OF-

LUMBER,
HARDWARE
And all rnaterials
you will need in your

Building Requirements
-For Home or Ranch-

-Just another department of

service at the Marana store. An

added convenience for you--made
possible by your patronage.

Pima Mercantile Co.
Successors to the Army Store

Tucson MARANA Cortaro
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