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THE FEEDING OF MILK PRODUCTS TO POULTRY
By G. F. WOODS, '27.

The Dairy Farmer May Dispose of His Surplus Skim-Milk at a Profit by
Feeding It to Poultry.

One of the good types of egg laying houses for southern Arizona.

�HE dairy farmer can dispose of

\..J his surplus skim-milk at a

profit by feeding it to poultry.
Much is heard today in regard to

diversification on the farm. Farmers
are beginning to realize that it is
not safe or profitable to concentrate

on one enterprise to the exclusion of
all others. Several minor enterprises
run in connection with the main en

terprise means an evener distribution
of the farm income as well as a great
er measure of safety. This is espe

cially true where the minor enterprise
can utilize the by-products of the

major, industry. On the average gen
eral farm poultry is becoming to be

regarded as a profitable side line.
In the case of dairy farming, where
skim milk is available in abundance,
there is a wonderful opportunity for
a profitable 'business. Enterprising
dairymen should, investigate the pos
sibilities of poultry on their farms
if they are not already engaged in
this line of work. W. A. Freehoff,
writing for the Dairy Farmer, com

ments on the noticeable prosperity on

farms where poultry is kept. Milk

thrown away is a reproach to any

farmer as it certainly is not good
business.

The practical poultryman wants to

know to what extent milk, or milk

products, can be used in the ration;
what ingredients in the standard ra

tion it will replace, its value com

pared to the displaced feed, and what

price he can afford to pay for it in

light of available data on total nutri

ents, beneficial effects, etc. In this

paper these questions will be taken

up with Arizona conditions in mind.

All poultrymen know the value of
some protein rich feed in the ration.
Without .a considerable amount of

protein hens produce only a limited
number of eggs and produce them at

a comparatively high cost per dozen.
This fact has been proven conclusive

ly by experiment stations throughout
the country and 'by practical poultry
men.

Meat scrap is usually the standard

protein rich feed used in the ration.

Also it is usually the most expensive
single 'ingredient. It is this feed then
that milk, or its products, must re

place either partly or wholly. Whole
milk is too valuable a food for hu
.mans to be used for poultry feed.
The butterfat is the most valuable

part of the whole milk. When this is
taken out the remaining portion is
a valuable feed for livestock and poul
try. It is generally conceded, how-

ever, that hens make a more econom

ical use of milk than do hogs. The

dairy farmer who sells cream _as

large amounts available for feeding
purposes. For poultrymen who do not
have cows skim milk can be bought
in dairy regions, or where skim milk
can not be had, semi-solid or dried
buttermilk is carried by the local feed

supply houses.
In an extensive experiment carried

on in New Mexico, by A. L. Walker
with semi-solid buttermilk as a sub
stitute for meat scrap the following
results were obtained: "Hens fed a

sufficient variety of grain with all
the semi-solid buttermilk they will

consume, Will not lay a greater num
ber of eggs, but will produce them
lwith a relatively lower feed cost;
thus making a higher net return per
bird. The data of both experiments
indicate that this method of feeding
makes economical egg production pos
sible when hens have tJhe use of al
falfa range. No data is at hand to

show the economy of such a system
of feeding is used when green feeds
are not available.
This experiment proves conclusive

ly the value of milk as a source ot
protein, but also indicates that add

ing milk to a ration already high in

(Continued on page 12)
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To get best results a bird must first of all be

healthy. This hen won Arizona's Third Egg
Laying Contest at the U. of A.

THE FEEDING OF MILK
PRODUIC,TS TO POULTRY

Continued from Page 9

the proportion ot animal protein, is

not an economical practice. Sour milk
would undoubtedly give as good re

sults as semi-solid buttermilk, and
should he used when possible, in keep
ing with the results shown in this

experiment.
J. H. Martin of the University of

Kentucky found that an abundance
of skim-milk added to the ration con

sisting of a grain mixture and a mash

composed of equal parts of corn meal,
bran, middling'S, and ground oats will

produce equally as largle an increase
in egg production as will meat scrap.
From the abundance of data given
out by the expriment stations through
the country it is seen that milk, when
fled in abundance, will cause he birds
to lay as well as when they are fed
meat scrap.

The value of milk as a supply of
vitamins varies with the fat content
and with the methods of handling the
milk. Fat soluble "A" is the vitamin
found in milk, skim-milk and butter
milk furnishing little of "A" and a

more abundant quantity of "B". Ex-

cessive heat destroys all the vitamins,
so it depends to a marked degree
upon the handling of the' milk as to

whether it contains an appreciable
amount of the mysterious but essen

tial compounds.
Where skim-milk is kept before the

birds constantly thie,y will consume

around three gallons per day for each
120 hens. In the winter they will
need little if any water in addition to

the milk, but in the summer, espe

cially in the more southern portions,
water must be available also.

It may be said that semi-solid and
dried buttermilk may be fed locally
only to supplement other animal feeds
and for the codimental effect it may
have. Skim milk can be bought and
fed profitably up to a cost of 5-6
cents per gallon. For the farmers
who have skim milk as a by-product
of the dairy, poultry may be kept as

a profitable side line. The skim milk
will reduce the feed cost of the farm

flock, and will keep the birds in a

healthy, thrifty condition.
--------A.---------

Cottage cheese and chopped nuts,
mixed with salad dressing, makes an

appetizing sandwich filling.
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VAQUEROS,
ATTENTION!
--- The ---

Rodeo
date is not far off. Enter

the contest prepared to cop

off the prizes you go after.

Get that rope and riggin'
in time to get it limbered

up for the big event.

Visit the

Cowboys'
Headquarters
ThisWeek

BRIDLES

SPURS

HATS

CHAPS

LARIAT

SADDLE BLANKETS

BOOTS

'KERCHIEFS

and the rest of the togs
that make you feel at home

in the saddle.

IMA
ACANTILE Co.

215 E. Congress St.

TUCSON, ARIZONA


