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History of Pima Cotton

The ancestors of Pima Cotton originally came
from Egypt some 32 years ago and were brought
to Yuma, Arizona. Here the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture, through selection, adapted this
cotton to southern Arizona conditions until it was
finally given to the farmers for production purposes.
Its improvement did not stop there for the United
States Department of Agriculture through the Ex-
periment Station at Sacaton has improved it, by
meticulous care and breeding, far in advance of its
original parentage and has given to the farmer the
result of this labor in the form of our present high
quality Pima Cotton.

This is not, however, the culmination of efforts
on already the best cotton in the United States, and
possibly the world, for each year the Sacaton Sta-
tion is working for improvement on this variety.
Also the farmers of Pima Cotton are not idle, for
through their organization, the Farm Bureau, in
cooperation with the Sacaton Experiment Station
and the Arizona Agricultural Extension Service, a

source of pure seed is maintained through vigilant
rogueing of the fields used for seed. Pure seed is
one of the important requisites in the raising of
high quality cotton.

The producers of Pima Cotton are untiring in
their efforts to improve the quality of their product.
Just recently a group of them have organized what
is known as the Pima High Yield Club. This or-
ganization studies further the cultural methods for
improving Pima quality and better methods of
handling the raw product. In this project they
have enlisted the help of the Arizona Agricultural
Extension Service and the Experiment Station at
Sacaton, Arizona.

The Pima Cotton farmer has earned a reputation
for progressiveness as he has been instrumental in
not only producing the best cotton in the United
States, but has laid a sound foundation for a con-
tinued performance, and has enlisted the assistance
of those public agencies which may be of help to him.
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