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And
Robert ¥. Charles, Jr.

Formerly Research Associate in Horticulture

The University of Arizona

The plants listed in this bulletin
have been selected for landscape use.
They warrant further use in relation
to development of home plantings,
school grounds, parks, and commer-
cial and industrial establishments.

Plants Are Imported
People have landscaped their homes
and cities over the ages as an expres-
sion of the advances of civilization
and calture. The emphasis on plant
material in the Southwest has Eeen,



Territorial style home landscaped entirely with native plants. Note
hedge of Creosote bush and Palo Verde trees.

in the past, on species introduced from
other areas. The first introductions
were by Padre Kino and other mis-
sionaries. Then later, as people mi-
arated either from the east or west
coast, plants with which they were
familiar were imported. Many species
were introduced into the desert from
sub-tropical regions and other semi-
arid parts of the world.

New Interest in Native Plants

In recent years an increasing inter-
est in native species for landscape use
has been expressed. An inclusion of
native plants will add a phase of
southwestern vegetation to the land-
scape, in addition to reducing water
usage.

The soils in which many of the na-
tive species are growing are similar



to those around residential and other

urban areas. The plants have grown
for several years without mulching,
fertilization, and other common gar-
den practices. These practices would
be advantageous when the initial
plantings are made, but are not neces-
sary to maintain the species.

The plants included in this bulletin
have been growing in this southwest-
ern climate for hundreds of vears
under conditions of relatively low
water supply. They have become
adapted to our desert.

In addition to surviving the south-
western climate, these species have
resisted insects and diseases. The
plants included here have resisted the

garden insects and diseases that have,
as of late, become more troublesome.
Little Care Needed
Supplemental care of native desert
species does not appear to he neces-
sary. Pruning may be done to help
shape the plant, but little is necessary.

Little water is usually needed to
establish these plants. It is common
knowledge that the desert goes for
months without rainfall. Once a plant
is established in the home landscape,
it should survive under the same con-
ditions as it would in the open desert.

These plants are as much a part of
the desert as the many cacti. They
will survive under similar conditions
and are much easier to handle,

This garden was developed around existing Ironwood trees.
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