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ABSTRACT

'qudelines have become a necessary element in the
operationiofAmost publications° The role of the high
school publication has been én area of.concern and
frustration- to school administrators,'advisors, and
editors. ‘The need for publications guidelines, therefore,
is particularly important at the high school level.

This thesis examinés the role of student publica-
tions, discusses the proéedures used fo produce them, and
delves into many of the probiem areas affecting these
publications.

The new style of present day high school newspapers,
yearbooks, ahd_magazinés-is discussed in depth. Other
topics considered in the thesis include %he under ground
press; specific ways of improving the quality of the con-
tent of school publications; censorship; the legal aspécts
~of producing school publications; anAanalysis of the rela-
tionshib between the principal, advisor, and staff; and
methods of financing school publications.

The reactions of secondary sphool administratdrs,
advisors, and student editors to the material contained in .
the guidelines was gathered through thé use of a question-
naire mailed to each of the 135 public.and'private second-,

ary schools within Arizona. A summary of the results of

viii



ix-
the questionnaire is contained in the fourteen tables
included in the various chapters -of the thesis. . Iﬁ addi-
tion, é'copy of the questionnaire instrument, and‘a-fally
of the data received froﬁ eacﬁ resbondent is contained in

Appendix A



CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

.The role of the high school publication has been
.of growing concern to school administrators, publications
advisors, and students for some time. A school publication
is. often the topic of a heated discussion within a school
and'sometimesAinvolves members of the outside'community as
well.

This thesis will examine some of the areas of con-—-
,cernrto those directly responsible for the production of
school publications and topics relating to school publica-
tions that have proved to be problem aroas.

The purpose of this study was to examine the role
of student publications produced in seooﬁdary schools,
discuss the practices and problems commonly confronting
those involved in the production of these publications, and
provide a set of guidelines for school administrators,
publications advisors, and student staff members of news-
papers,‘yearbooké, and other school publications.

The idea for‘this thesis grew out of a publications
workshop conducted by the author when he was Administrative
Assistant for School-Community Relations for the Phoenix

Union High School District. One of the responsibilities

1
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assignedfto'the.community relations position was-tp act as -
a dis£rict—wide coordinator of publi;ations ?ro&uced iﬁ the
district's schools. The author served as the liaison |
Pperson between the school district administration, adminis -
trators at fhé schools, the seventeen publications advisors,
and the community.

In the Summer Qf 1970, publicationé'advisors met
with the author to discuss probiem areas.facinthhose |
directly involved in the production of school publications.
Topics of concern to school administrators and the community
were also'discusséd in detail. |

An attempt was made to prepare a set of guidelines
and to gain..official accéptande of the .school administratoré,
publications advisors, and student- editors throughout the
district. The advisors and editors suggested a few minor
changes, but when it came to receiving the necessary approval
of school administrators, the publications guidelines pro-
jeét became stalled. Some administrétors favored most
. points contained in thé guidelines; 6thers totally rejected
the idea of the guidelines.

When the author began working toward the Master of-

_ Arts degree in Jjournalism, he was encouraged by Profeséor'
Philip Mangelsdorf and Associate Professor Qeorge Ridge to
continue the project as a master's degree thesis°

It was decided that the reactionslof secondary

school admihistrators, advisors, and student editors. to
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the méterial cohtained in the guidelines should be included
within the thesisa |

'A-queétioﬁnaire was mailéd'to'principals bf the 155
public and privaté secondafy schoolé within Ariiona°
Questionnaires were also seﬂt to publications advisors and
student editofs of the séhoql’newspéper and yearbook at
-each of the schools.

The results of the questionnaire and the research
done over the past four years by the author were combined

to produce the material contained in this thesis.

Research Material -

The research material included in this thesis was
gathered in several ways . information was collected by the
author while he waé a publications advisor and later
Director of Information for the Bethel School District in
Eugene, Oregon. He also worked with publications advisors
in the ten high schools within the Phoenix Union High
School District, Phoenix, Arizona.

| Many suggestions for these guidelines came as fhe'
result of a publications workshop held by the author and
sponsored by the Phoenix Union High School District in the
sum@er of 1970.

A researéh project conducted by the aufhor, with
thevcooperation of the Arizona Jourmnalism Institute, in

the fall of 1971 provided reactions of a sample of



secondafy school admiﬁistrators, advisors, and student
editorsﬁaf each of the 135 secondary schools within A#‘izona°

>T£e surveybcontainea fhree general subject areasf>
(1) Background information regarding the size and location
of schools responding to the survéy and thé personnel
comﬁleting fhe.quéstiohnaire,'(z) ihformation concerning
the jéufnalism courses offered at each éf the schools, and
(3) a series.of fifty-two statements about school publica-
tionéu Respondents ﬁere asked_whether they sfrongly égreed;
agreed, diéagreed, or strongly diéagreed with.each state-
mento.

Information_cbntained in responses to the first two
sections of the questionnaire'will be presented in thé
Introduction section of this-chap.ter° Responses'to the
questions in the third section of the questiocnnaire will be
presented in the appropriate sections of the remaining
chapters of the thesis;

Although the reactions of all of those responding
to the survey Will be included, the author will indicate
his conclusions and suggestions aé well. He will clearly
label the material gathered through the sufvey whenever
this material is used in the thesiéu | |

The questionnaire gave no option for a 'mo opinion'
response to the items presented. The author feltbthat
since éach of those persons completing the questionnaire

was directly concerned with the issues involved, they



should have some degree §f>positive or negative feeling
about the items'presentedor

A fgw:respondents”ignored the choices4providedrand.
either did néf aﬁswer.SOme of the questions or marked their
response between the agree and disagree responses. There

were, however, only 35 of these responses.

Survey Respondents
Thoéevresponding to the survey were administrators,

publication advisors, and student editors (Table 1).

Table 1. Questionnaire Respondents

Respondents Nﬁmbér
‘Administrétors ' Lo
Newspaper Advisors _ 27
Combination Newspaper and Yeafbook Advisors 14
Yearbook Advisors : ' ‘ 11
Newspaper Editors , . 36

" Yearbook Editors 13
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Administrators in&iuded two school superintendents,
thirty—two.principalsi and ﬁhfée EnglishrDepartméht chair-
men. These administrators are assigned the primafy
responsibility for supervision of'mattefs relating to
school publications. |

Newspaper advisors responding were charged with
supervision of the school newspaper and instruction of
journalism claéses,

Yearbook advisors were assigned the responsibility
of éuperfision of the production of the school yearbook.
With the exception of those who serve as both newspaper and
Yeafbook advisors, the‘yearbook.aavisors seldom teach

journalism classes.

Size of Schools Responding

Schoolé participating'in the survey ranged in size
from less than 500 to over 3,000 students. Twenty—four
schools indicated an enrollment under 1,000 students. The
remaining 17 scﬁools had a student body from 1;100 to 3,500

students (Table 2).

Geographic Location of Schools

. Respondents were asked to indicate whether their
school was.neafest to one of four Arizoﬁé cities. This
~.question was used to insure the representation of
respondents from schools in urban as well as areas of

smaller population. One hundred and nine respondents were



Table 2.

Size_oerchools Responding

Size

Number

Under

500
1,100
1,600
2,100
2,600

3,100

to

to

500.-students

1,000
1,500
2,000
2,500 -

3,000

3,500

1 = =

from the

major population centers of Phoenix and Tucson. .

Twenty-seven were from northern Arizona communities near

Flagstaff, and the remaining eight respondents were from

“the Yuma area (Table 3).

Although a

newspaper advisor,

yvearbook editor at

method was used to

gquestionnaire was sent to the principal
yvearbook advisor, newspaper editor, and
each of 135 Arizona high schools, no

determine how many persons filled out a

gquestionnaire at each school. The size of the school

affects the number of persons assigned the responsibility

of working with publications.



Table 3. City Nearest to Respondents

Total -

_ Adminisf;_' :
- City - trators Advisors Editors Responding
Flagstaff : 7 _ A iO " 10 ‘ _é?
~ Phoenix - 20 . 25 24 697
»Tucsoh ,i 10 | . 16 14 _ 40
Yuma |  ' Lo | 1 3 f 8

Journalism Courses Offered

Journalism courses. offered at the schools sﬁrveyed
included bofh academic courses and production classes.
Only about half of the schools indicated they offered a
beginning ér advanced course in journalism. Nearly every
school surveyed published a newSpaper and yearbook, but
only‘about.two—thirds of the schools offered beginning
. Jourmalism courses and only 17 offered an advanced

journalism class (Table 4).

Production Time for Publications
Most schools indicated the newspaper and yearbook
were produced during a regular class periodo. However; most

respondents indicated considerable additional time was

spent outside the regular class period hours. The school



‘Table 4. Journalism Courses Offered

Course ‘ o ’ - - | Number
Beginning Journalism ' o ’ ' _ 34
Advanced Jourmnalism | 17
Newspaper Production | L7
Yearbook Production ‘ 43

yearbook traditionally has been more apt to be published
outside regular class hours. Thé survey indicated only
one=third of those. schools stating they produced year—.
books, did so without using some class time. Only seven
schools indicated they published their newspaper during

extra-curricular time (Table 5).

Table 5. When is Publication Produced?

Class Period and Extra-Curricular
Publication Extra-Curriculaxr Time Only

Production of School .
Newspaper A 36 7

Production of School . ,
Yearbook . 30 16




CHAPTER 2
A" NEW STYLE OF HIGH SCHOOL JOURNALISM

News'of'thé changing times for the youth §f our
society has been in the forefront of attention in the
nation's media during recent»years° We are constantly
reminded of a new sub-culture that has emerged within the
yvounger generation. Changes in attitudes, dress, hair
styles, and other obvious manifestations are being noted
among young people from édllége age all the way to the
elementary school student. | -

Schools have often been améng-the last to adopt
change. This resistance to change has often been blamed
for much of the discontent and turmoil on many college and
ﬁniversity campuses° Discontent and disorders . have also
become frequent occurrences on fﬁe high school campus as
well in fecent years. Students have demandéd more say in
thé develoﬁment of the curriculum, in how teachers and
students are evaluated, and have asked for a high school
setting more relevant to their times ahd interests. ‘The
move toward student activism has not only involved the
inner-city schools, but also haé feached out into the

wealthy suburban schools.

10
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One of the obvious trends in high schools today ié
" the change in the interests of students. No 1oﬂger are
tﬂey-éoncefﬁédAOnly'with theif.classwork'and a social life
révolving around the Saturday night dance and other tradi;
tional school activities; The interests of today's high
school student covers the entire social scene. Students
havé begun to participaté in anti-poverty programs, work
actively in political campaigns, and are'deménding no-
nonsense answers to the many questions they have about the
perplexing world they live in today.

Students have forced teachers to change'from a
spoon fed. curriculum approach to a learning)environment in
.Which.ideas,and statements of the 1¢cture method of teaching
have been largely replaced bf a discussion oriented, rapidly
changing setting where course content>may be tailored to
the issues of the day. |

One of the obvious forms of communication within
the. high school is the school publication. The school
newspaper, yearbook, quarterly, or litefary magazine have
been a part of the high school scene for a long time.
But, in many cases, they too have been slow to change
their style and éontent to keep up with the interests-of
their readers.

The future of échool publicationé as anything but a.
bulletin boérd rests largely on their ébility and wiliing—

ness to be flexible enough to keep the support of the
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Vstudent bodyor Many of the schobi publications havé changéd
‘from the'tyaditiénal activity and totally'schéol oriented
cdntent to new ideas in content and style. Féature stories
ab§ut the'drug;problem_pf é pﬁoéo esséy on a rock concert
held in the comﬁﬁnity have found their way into many pub-
" lications to replace some of the traditional material fbund
in the slower changing school press. You can find anything
from an astrology column to an anti—ﬁar editorial in many
- of today's school newspapers. For those publications in
- schools wheré they have failed to see the ﬁeed for a re-
evaluatién of their function in 1ight of the interests of
the generatioﬁ of today there hafé been often frequent in-
,wcidén£sﬁofmunnestm An the case of publicatiqné financially
supported by fees from the students, a lack of'interest in
content many times results in the school being forced to
suspend production of the publication bebause of a drop in
sales.

J. Edward Mﬁrray (1969), former Managing Editor of

"The AY¥izona Republic, addressed Arizona journalism advisors

in Phoenix in April, 1969. He spoke on '"Re-Focusing the
High School Newspaper in an Age of Turmoil.'" Murray saw
clearly what.had been developing in the knotty problem
area of high school pﬁblicationso He téld the advisors
o o o high schools are now onebof the most important
arenas in the battle between youth and age, between

explosive change‘and the status quo, between would- -
be revolutionaries and the Establishment (p.31).
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V“In my opinion, whether you:like it or mnot, you are
going to be forced to supervise the news reporfing of this
Battle by youngsters in the high school"press'(po.Bl);” |
| WeAshall'examine some of the'éreas of concern in
this new style of higﬁ school publication.in the following
chapters.
| One thing has:become very élear to those working
'plose to the high school setting today--there has been and
will continue to be dynamic and sometimes radical change
within the school and. the high school publication should

become involved in this process.

The Underground Press

“The underground press has been a term used to
descfibe a variety of publication$3a§pearingion campuses
and in communities throughout the nation for the past
several years. Most of them are really not underground at
all. They clearly identify the publisher and staff members
and ‘sell subscriptions and advertising.

Underground papers vary.in circulation from the

large West Coast weeklies, the Berkley Barb and Los Angeles

Free Press, to local small circulation monthlies and even
'some mimeographedpublicétionso

As:far as most high schoél administrators and
school board members are concermned, however, the under-

ground press is any publication circulated on the campus or
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nearby_without the authorization and sancfion of school. .
~officialso,

| Many of.the underground publiéations afé.a mixture
of emotional and biased writing, Often utilizing obscéné
words to make'their point; .Many of the papers fall far
below the standards of what is generally accepted.as good
journalisticvstylea |

This‘is not always the case. Some of the publica-
tions considered to be underground style publications haVe
carried séme excellent feature and news stories and utilized
‘good typography and layout.. |

The point is, if an underground paper survives:
financially -and holds .a readership, there must be a demand
for the product. The reason for the maﬁy‘flourishing
underground type papers on college and high school
campuses, in the opinion of the author, is that in many
instances the traditional school paper has remained just
that--traditional. Not enough space has been devoted to
the changing interests of studentso.

If a so-called undergroundlpaper is published in
competition with the existing school newspaper, perhaps
those conneéted with the schéoi publication should coﬁsider
the fact that they may not be appealing to a significant
number of the school body. Then it is time to make some
changes in content when mnecessary and perhaps a mergér of

the two publications will take place. If not, why hof let
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the publication circuiate on. campus as long as the’contént
is mot deeméd legally obscene? Forbidding the distribution
of a publioation on the campus only results in iﬁcreased
interest in the paper when it is distributed across the
street--legally out of the reach of fhe school administra-
tors.

Divided Opinion on Cause of Growth
of Underground Press

Opinions of respondents to the questionnaife were
somewhat divided on the statement 'probably the reason for
thé rapid growth of underground.ﬁewspaﬁers is the need of
yvouths to be informed as to the issues, views, opinions,
.and news ofvxheirmp@er»culiurewwhieh is oftgn not given
spaée in the traditiohal school paper." Of the 43 adminis-
trators responding, 33 disagreea or strongly disagreed with
the statement concermning the reason for fhe growﬁh of the
underground newspaper. Thifty—nine advisors responded--27
on the agree side and only 12 on the disagree side of the
" question.

The 38 éditors responding were almost equally
divided on the issue--18 were on the agree Side and 17 on
the disagree side of the tally. The administrators were
the only group who-stfongly indicated a unified opinion on

the question--a definitely negative one (see Table 6).
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Table 6. Underground Newspaper Growth is Due to the

Failure of the Traditional School Paper to Cover
Issues of Concern to Teen—-Agers

$trongly Strongly

Respondent Agree Agree Disagree Disagree
Administrators 1 ' 9 15 18
Advisors 4 23 , 10 2
Editors 4 14 15 2

Opposition to Underground Press Varied

Administrators returning questionnaires were
—totally opposed'to the publication of an underground.type
newspaper by their students, éven if guidance was given by
a faculty advisor. Two-thirds of the advisors were opposed
fo an underground paper on campus, while about two-thirds
of the studeht editors favored allowing an underground type
publication on campus.

Several respondents stated that if an advisbr_was
appointed, the paper wouid no lonéer be underground. A
faculty member could bé assigned to.work with the students
publishing the underground paper. His objective could be
to seek to combine the content of both publications or at
least to maintain an open line of communication between the

- school and the underground newspaper staff. This faculty
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member might be thought of in terms of a liaison pérson
assigned‘to'Work with the students and the school newspaper

staff, advisor, and school administration,



CHAPTER 3

.'IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF THE CONTENT
OF - SCHOOL PUBLICATIONS
Theiéuality of the content of séhool publiéétions
varies considerably from sch601 to school. It is the
vrespdnsibility of the advisor and-the entire staff to
strive to'producé a'ﬁop quality product; Some areas to con-

sider when evaluating the content of a school publication

follow.
Accuracy
The reader should be able to take for granted the
accuracy of a publication. Although this is a rather

idealistic approach, jourmalists should constantly strive

to maintain accuracy in their wérk° This means that évery
statement in a story, every quotation, every name and date,
every caption, and every sentence must be checked for veri-

\

fiable facts. Accuracy means the detailé of a story must
be correct: but it also means the geﬁeral impression

created by aﬁd the emphasis given to the story. Nothing-
muét_be taken for granted. When a person says'his name is

Smith, find out if he means Smith. Or is it Smythe, or

Séhmidt;.When a person is referred to as Dr., check to see

18
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if he is a doctor of medicine, a doctor of osteopathy, a

veterinarian, a minister, or a professor.

Balanced News Content

The fact that a story céntains accuraterinformation'
does not necesSariiy mean»that the story presents a true
picture° The facts must be put together in a way thét'
gives a fair-representation of the story's‘total meaning.
To be fair to your readers, each story'musf have balance.
Thé reporter shduld give each faét its proper emphasis, in_
proper relationship to every other fact, and then éstablish
its relative importance to the meaning of the story as a
whole.

Complete news coverage does not mean reporting
every aspect of the story in extreme detail; it means
selecting and arrahging the facts in such a way as to give

a balanced view of the whole situation.

Objectivity

A writer or photographer must report an event as it
occurred. It is not the objecti?e reportef who sees an
event. through prejudiced e&es or as he would like to.present
it from his personal point of view. The facts must be
reported impartially, as they occurred7 and although these
facts must be related by a human observer ,who is not always
as imperéonal and detached or as all-seeing and wise as he

might be, there is no excuse for a lack of objectivity.
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Each of us has his own feelings and convictions,
"but we must not allow theh to interfere with the objectiv-
ifyiof our reporting. Opinions should be left to the
editorials or attributed quotes, letters to the editor,
and other items clearly labeled as Obinion° Théy should
nevéf-find their way into the news columns. Néws should
never be bresented with any degree of slénting or shading
by the reporter's words or emphasiso.

The writer or photographer must present the news in
a style which reflects an honest observation of the event.
Only this purist approach to reporting will give the reader
the confidence to rely'on a particular publication as a
sourée of accurate information on which to base his opin-

.dlons.

Respondents ! Comments on Balance

There was nearly compleﬁe agreement by all respond-
ents to the questionnaire to the statement that "the fact
that a story contains accurate information does not neces-
sarily mean that the story presents-a true picture." They
also agreed that '"the story must be a'fair,-balénced one. "
Only three administrators and two editors disagreed with

the above statements.

News Stories Must be Concise and Clear
A news story must be concise, clear, and under-

standable. Stories which are disorganized or ambiguous
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should be avoided.. Materiallshould be.pfeéented-in a
lbgical,'direét, and concise manner . -It'éhéuldvbe Writtenr
So‘cleale-that there is nO'qUestianas‘to the meaning of
 £he article. | |
Painstakingly selecting the choice of words in a
story allows a reporter to make his story full of life and

vigor, and yet be brief and to the poinfo

Recencz

Recency is a must in a news stqryo' A timely tie-in
should be included in the news stories in the school news-
paper.

A play-by-play story of a basebéll game'played four
weeks before the paper 1is published is of litfle interest
to your readefso Most of them have already received infor-
mation about the event through other means. A story con-
cerning the ﬁpcoming game or a feature about one of the
players would be more interesting than an 0ld news story

and be more likely to attract the eye of jhe reader.

Scope of Coverage

The high school newspaper should cover any event
or issue of interest to the students and, to a lesser
degree, the faculty and staff of the schoolo This polioy
should include the coverage of>things of interest to teen-

agers happening off~campus as well as on campus.
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Respondents' Reactions to Coverage Issue |
Only one advisor and five administrators were
opposed fd a . school publication including "things of
‘interest fo teen—égers happening outside the school, in the

community, as well as in school."

School Publications as a Public .
Relations Tool '

The school's newspaper'shouldfnot be designéd as a
public,relatidns tool, but rather as a.means of inforﬁation
and enlightenmento
Survey Results to School Papers as a
Public Relations Tool

Seven .administrators and five editors felt that
school publications afe pfimarily a public relations tool.

The remaining respondents did not agree.

Reviews
Authoritative critiques of concerts, movies, plays,
and books should be encouraged. It shouldlbe remembered
however; that the same rules of libel and fair play go for
reviews as well as for straight news and feature stories
and the editorial page.
| The advisor must guide the staff'memberS'WFi%ing
reviews by showing them examples of well-domne critical re-
views written by professional writers. Examples of excel-

lent style in writing reviews can be found in several
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publications including the New York Times;‘Washington Post,

Christian Science Monitor, and the National Observer and

magazines such as Saturday Review, New Yorker, Newsweek,

and Time,

Feature Stories

Feature stories are an importanf part of the content
of any newspaper. But they'must be well thought out and
must be doné in a style that makes the story interesting
enough to hold the reader's interest and at the same time -
covers the topic in depth.

No importént news story should be left out in order
to save space for a feature story. It is a good idea to
have some features of varying length on hand to use from
time to time when unexpected space becomes available. Good
quality picture stories should be available for the same

purpOseo

The Editorial Page

The editorialrpage usually includes one or more
editorials, lefters to the editor, editorial art work, and
‘cqlumnsa Editorial pages are not the place to use adver-
tising or to fill a hole with a news story. fhe editdrial
page is the one proper place in the paper for opinion  and
that is all that belongs there.

I feel that editorials speak for the entire staff

and should not be signed by the writer. This is not done
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in theQCaée.of the commercial press. It is goéd policy for
the editérs to diséuss-up—coming editorials during én
éditqrs-meeting so that‘the feeling of the entire staff is
heard regarding the propost'stand to be made by the
editorial writer. Then, if the writer disagrees with the
majority of the staff and étill wishes to write the piece;
a good way to handle it is to allow him'to state his Views
in an 6pinion or commentary sfory bearing his by-line. All
opinion material on the editorial page(s) except the
editorials should be signed.
Survey of Results Regardihg Un-Signed
Editorials : :

Admiﬁistratorsw advisors, and student editors did
not agree as to whether ''editorials speak for the opinioh
of the newspaper as a whole and therefore need not be
signed by the writer." Even though ediforials are not
normally signed in the daily press, Table 7 indicates the
mixed reactions of those answering the questiohnaire com-—
cerning editorials\in the high school press.

Nearly two-thirds of the administrators fglt that
the editorials should bear the name of the writer. Thirty-
three of the 50 ad&isors disagreed with the administrators
and said they félt editorials should nét be signed. Student
editors were evenly divided--26 against and 24 in.févor of

signed editorials.



25

Table 7. Editorials Should Not be Signed by the Writer

Strongly . Strongly

. Respondent Agree . Agree Disagree Disagree
" Administrators ., 3 12 . 16 10
Advisors - 12 21 . 12 ' 5.
Editors 9 17 | 13 11
Controversy

It is unreasonable and naive to suggest the high
school press deny the existence of controversy on campus,
in the community, nation, or world. It should be expected
that high school journalists will become interested in
issues of controversy. It is not, however, unreasonable to
expect a fair and complete presentation of the issue in the
school publication. Fairness is especially important as a
doctrine to be learned as a high school journalist. It is
perhaps the most important rule a young reporter or editor

can learn.

The Right of Reply

A vigorous and fair editorial page must provide
room for comment from the readers--from students, staff

members, and those from the community who wish to express
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their opinions on matters related to the school or.reply to

material printed in the high‘school'papero

'The'Newspapér and ‘the School Bulletin

Every newspaper likes to beat the competitiono. In
high schobls the competition is oftén the daily school
.Bullefing Since what appears in the school newspaper is
often from one to fhree weeks oid, mucﬁ of the ihformation
presented in the paper is aiready common knowledge, many -
times‘becauée the news was the topic of an-item in the
"school bulletin long before the newspaper'is'published°
Allow big stories to break first in the school news--
. paper whenever possible. Such things as winners of the
homecomihg queen ballotings scholarship winners, and the
name of the next school play should be announced in the
school paper--not the daily bulletin. Advanced planning
and havingra good working relationship with the student
government, student council, class councils, faculty, and
administration can ensure that the paper gets advance

notice on up~coming newsworthy items.



CHAPTER 4
CENSORSHIP AND THE HIGH SCHOOL PRESS

In nearly everyone's mind the term censorship is
distasteful and smacks of totalitarianism. Today is a time
of great social changéa High school students are constantly
reacting to this,changé in the world around them. They
feel a need to express their reactions and interpretations
of what they éee and how they feel. An obvious outlet for
this expression is the school publication.

J. Edward Murray (1970), former managing editor of

the Arizona_Republic stated "a high school advisor must not,

except in rare and carefully delineated areas, 'censor'
material his editors.wish to print”.(po 10) .

'The daily press generally operates under rules
which state that deletion of material considered objection-
able by editors should only be done in the following areas:
(1) material which is clearly obscene, (2) material which
is slanderous or libelous, and (3) material which advocates
illegal acts, such as an editorial urging students to riot.

| I feel the rqles cited above should also be applied
as the rules of operation regarding high school publications.
One of the best ways to avoid a clash between the
school administrétion5 advisors, and students over

27
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censorship is td make sure students receive adequate train--
ing in responsible_journalistic préctices before they are
allowed to join the staff of a school-ﬁublicationa

The beginning jdurnalism course should provide the
prospective staff memﬁef with fhe.knowledge of what the
geherally accépted standards of journalism are..

U.S. District Judge Arthur Garity, Jr. ruled in

Antonnelli v. Hammond (1970) that "The state is not neces-
sarily the unrestrained master of what it creates and-
fosters. Having fostered a campus mnewspaper, the state may
not propose arbitrary restrictions on the matter to be
communicated.!" The judge continued
Because.of the. potentially great social value of a
free student voice in an age of student awareness,
it would be inconsistent with the basic assumptions.
of the First Amendment freedoms to permit a campus
newspaper to be a simple vehicle for the ideas the
state or college administration deems appropriate.
Judge Garity's ruling . would undoubtedly be applied in a
gimilar case involving a high school publication.

Questionnaire Results Regarding
' Censorship

Tablé 8 shows the reactions from the three cate-
gories of respondents regarding censorship when asked to
respond to the statement '"No censorship of a high school
newspaper should be exercised by the advisor or school
administration unless #he.maferial is clearly obsoene,'

libelous, or advocates illegal acts. (These are the rules



Table 8. No Censorship Should be Exercised Unless the

Material is Clearly Obscene, Libelous, or
Advocates an Illegal Act
‘ ’Strongly ' . : Strongly -
Respondent - Agree Agree Disagree Disagree
Administrators 3 10 13 11
Advisors 15 1k ' 8 2
Editors 17 10 9 1

under which the regular press operates.) Of the 37 admin-
istrators responding, 24 said they disagreed or- strongly
,disagfeed with the censorship statement. The remaining

13 administratofs agreed. The advisors' responses were
rcollectively of the opposite viewpoint. Twenty-four of the
34 advisors respoﬁding agreed or strongly agreed with thé
statement. Only ten advisors disagreed. Twenty-seven
editors were on the agree or strongly agree side of the
Vissué, while only 10 disagreed.

Administrators, advisors, and editors were in total
agreement that the advisors should furnish guidance to
students regarding material that might hurt a person, ié not
well researched, is not factual, is highly emotional, im-

mature in content, or in poor taste.
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Prior Censorship

Administrators were about'equally divided as to -
whether or not they should require that‘én administrator.
check the content of éll échool‘public%tioné before-they
are publisfled° Nearly all advisors disagreed with'this
plan.

However, ten out of the thirty-six editors respond—'
ing said'they felt an administrator should check the
contents of a school publication prior to it being pub-
Iished.

All but two advisors felt that pre-publication
control of the content Qf a school publication should be
.given to ﬁheAadvispro Administratprs were About egqually
divided on the issue. Abouf two-thirds of the editors felt
pre—pubiication control should be given to the advisor.

The remaining one-third of the editors felt it éhould ﬁot

'bea
Reactions to Demands to Run br
Not Run a Story

Administrators surveyed were about equally divided
on whether or not the school administration should insist
that a particular story be printed or withheld from pub-
lication. Most advisors and edltors agreed that this was a

’décision that should be left to the publications staff°
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Articles Critical of the School

.TWentychree édministrators, advisors, and editors
felt that articles §rifi¢al of the school or its oﬁeration
should not be printed, even if fhe newspaper staff feelé
they have researched a toﬁic completely before the article
is published. However;;fhe majority of each group felt
the.articles should be published. They included 31 out ‘of
b2 administrators, 39 out of 48 advisors, and 48 out of 51

editors (Table 9).

Table 9. Articles Critical of the School or Its Operation
Should not be Published .

Strongly | Strongly

Respondent Agree Agree Disagree Disagree
Administrators 1 10 25 - 6
Advisors (0] 9 20 19

Editors 0 3 25 23
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I strongly disagree with the majority point of
7;'Viéw; Investigative reporting techniques should apply.to
high schooi;reporters as well as the comﬁercial press. If
a:féétual story is developed and is well documented, it
should not be Wiﬁhheld”frOm.publiéation merely because it

might shed '"bad light!" on the school.



CHAPTER '5-

LEGAL RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF - -
SCHOOIL: PUBLICATIONS: '

The Right to Publish

Although the newsﬁapér enjoys the right to publish
information and the'freedom'to qomment on the entire éocial
scene, there are certain liabilities which are also faced
by the press. These include the poSéibilities of damage
suits for the injury of the reputation of another, danger
of violation of copyright, invasion of privacy, and the
xpessibility-of\being.cited.ﬁaf«contgmpt.of,court.

The right to publish and the fact that a public
body cannot prohibit circulation of a newspaper is illus-

trated by an early court case in Texas (Tex Parte Neill

' 1893) when the court said that a local ordinance which pro-
hibited the sale of a newspaper was "in violation of the

- Bill of Rights and therefore, void.”l The court further
stéted that they were not aware of any authority which
sustains the doctrine that a municipal corporation is in-
vested with the power to declare the sale of newspaperé a
nuisance. The power to suppress one newspaper concedes the
_powerito suppress all. This landmark decision stated that
the citizen should have the right to speak, write, or

publish his opinion on any and all subjects, subject alone

33
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'té the responsibility for the abuéeﬁof such priviiege°
Case-law indicates that when. an item is broadcést or
printed, the author and pﬁblisher of such item is subject
to legai suit if he has injuréd anéther within the frame-

_Work of the laws affecting the press.

Who Publishes the School Publication?
E&idehtly.the community is indirectly the creator
- of any school publicatipne Iﬁ theorfﬂ the school board is
at the top of the pyramidf The board delegates its auth-~
-ority to the superintendent of the school district. The
superintendent, in turn,.delegates his authority to the
school principal who delegatés his authority to thé advisor.
Many advisors will delegate part of their authority to an
editor or editors.

Who is Legally Responsible for the Content
of a School Publication?

Any litigation resulting from something published
in a school publicatidn will most probably mname the writerr
or photographer, the edifor? advisof, principal or other
school administrator, superintendentvof schools, the school
board, and even the printer. This is a fact established by
case laws 'Whoieventually may. end up paying damages in a
case is a decision of the plaintiff. The point is that
anyone involved in the production of a school publication

could be held liable for its content.
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Sufvéy Results Regarding Liabiiity-
| Several respondénté9 pfimarily admihistrators,
étatéd they did mnot feelrthey.wéré qualified to comment on
legal iséues invol&ing“the schbol.publicationn Yet they‘”
are iiable_fbr anything'published on,théir campuses; The
numerous law suits, becoming more comﬁon, indicate a
definite need for all of those involved .in the production
of school publications to become more familiar with>the
laws affecting the press.

Few respondents to the éurvey were aware of the
number of persons that may be held 1iable>in a court case
involving a defamation charge (Table 10)., Only’lB adminis-
- traters, l3-advisors,-and -12.editors felt that all of those
involved in producing student publications would be liable
for something printed in a school‘pﬁblicationu. Two advisors
were the only respondents indicating_they felt the printer
was liable for the maferial in a school publication he
produced°

Press Law Also Applies to the
High School Press '

Concern for the law as it affects the printed work
has been overlooked for the most part by those involvéd in
high school jourmnalism. The same laws which affect the
large daily newspaper also affect the high school news-

paper. They also affect the yearbook, literary magazine,
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Table 10. -Who do You Think is Legally Responsible for
‘ . Something Published in a School Publication?

Adminis-~ .

trators Advisors Editors
The writer or photographer : 6 17 15
The editor : 5 15 ok
The advisor 18 27 - 17
The school administration 16 " 15 _ 2
The superintendent of schools 11 10 0
The school board 12 10 2
The printer 0 2 o
All of the above ’ 13 13 12

or any other school publicationu'_These laws protect both
the journaliét and the public, and it is imperative that
each student reporter and advisor become familiar with them.

Society -has granted the right of freedom of the
press; but has also imposed well-defined obligations and
limitations which will be discussed in later sections of
this chapter.

The press, whether a large daily newspaper or 5
small high school paper, is protected against both federal
and state interference. School publications enjoy the pro-
tection of the First Amendment of the United States Con-
stitution against encroachment by the federal government,
and the warranty of the Fourteenth Amen@ment of the Con-
stitution against any state action which might infringe-on

the liberty of expressioh°
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Questionnaire Results Concerning Laws Applying
to the High School Press ’

Séveral.respondenfs to &hé questionnaire did not |
feel that the same laws which affect the daily newspaper .
" also affect the high school press. The information above
strééses that these laws db apply to school publications.
.Twenty—one,of the 31 administrators felt laws affecting the

daily press also apply to the student press (Table 10). -

Table 11. Laws Which Affect the Daily Press Also Affect
the Student Press

Strongly V Strongly

Respondent Agree Agree Disagree Disagree
Administrators 6 - 15 9 1
Advisors 12 23 ' L 2
Editors 6 20 8 1

’

Advisors also agreed 35 to seven that the same
laws applied, but editors were less sure of their role.
Twenty-six editors strongly agreed or agreed that laws
affecting the daily press also affect their student pub-
lications, but nine editors indicated they disagreed.

" Administrators and advisors generally felt that
concern for the laws affecting high school publications-

“have often been overlooked by those involved in producing
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high school publications, The.studenf editors were about

eQually divided on the issue.

Privileged Communications of Reporters

Arizona is one of many states which have adopted a
statute‘granting that commuhicétions between a newsman and
his.source of infdrmation are to be comnsidered privileged;
The information received by the reporter may be withheld if
the reporter-is subpoenaed fo teétify, without penalty of

contempt of court. The Arizona law (Arizona Revised

Statutes, 1956 § 2237) states as follows:

Reporter and Informant. A Person engaged in newspaper
or reportorial work, or connected with or employed
with a newspaper, shall not be compelled to testify

or disclose in a legal .proceeding or trial or .any
proceeding whatever, or before any jury, inquisi-
torial body, or commission, or before a committee

of the legislature, or elsewhere, thée source of
information procured or obtained by him and pub-
lished in a newspaper with which he was’ associated

or by which he is employed,

Television and radio broadcasting stations have now been
incluged under the shield laﬁ provisions. This law has not
vet been tested in a court case invol%ing a high school
publication, but éeveral attorneys have indicated that it

would most probably be held to apply to any newspaper--

including the high school press. -

Questionnaire Results Regarding Shield Law
Administrators, advisors, and editors agreed that

a reporter should respect confidential sources of
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information. Only fourladministrators disagreed with this

policy. There was far less agreement, however, on whether

or not reporters of student publications are protected by

the Arizona reporter shield Taw cited above.
administrators felt.fhe law‘épplied,to the s
bufxl6 administrators indiéated it did nqt°
Vadviéors felt thé law was applicéblerto‘the
tion and 11 did not. ALl but one of the 38
agreed that the shield law did apply to the

(Table 12).

Twenty~-two
tudent press,
Thirty of the
school publica%
student editors

student press

Table 12+, Student Reporters are Covered Under the Arizona
Shield Law
Strongly Strongly
Respondent Agree Agree Disagree Disagree
Administrators L 18 10 6
Advisors 12 18 10 1
Editors 19 17 1 (0]

Access to Public Records

Neither the individual citizen mor a newspaper

‘reporter has an ungqualified right to demand

access to

papers, documents, and books of a public office, despite

the fact that such records may be the property of the
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public'and held[and filedjforvthe benefit of the govérnmenf;
Such person must shoﬁ.an.intérest-in the subjéct and estab-
lish fhat hé has a legitimate-pﬁrposé in making such an

inspectibn (Payne v. Staunton, 1955). This is not the case

"in Arizona and some other states. The public does have
access in Arizona according to an attorney general's

opinion and Arizona-ReviSed.Statutes 39-121,

An official writing concerning an official act of a.
public bddy or public officer‘is regarded as a public
record wheﬁ'the record is required by law as a record of a
thing said or done in the discharge of a duty imposed by
law. The requirements of a public record are that such
_.records be accurate .and .durable and that they be kept in
safe cﬁstody so that the information contained may be
disseminated to the publié concerned. Subject to certain
conditions established at common law and public policy,
unless otherwise by statute,.public records are opened for
free inspection of any citizen. However, such an inspec-
tion of the records must not be detrimental to the public

dinterest.

Libel
Libel may be defined generally as any false state-
ment which tends to subject a person to public contempt or
ridicule, cause him to be shunned or avoided, or injure him

in his business or occupation. Libel may also be defined
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as printed defamationo;.Défamation has‘béen defined,as‘thé'
_téking.from another's reputation. The word defamation
comes from the Latih; diffaﬁare, or 'tOISpréad a.bad
reporto" |

Libel is published.défamation and generally covers
broadcasting. Slander is a spoken defamation. Libel may
be in either printing of writing, or by signs, diagrams,
cartodns, or- photographs which tend to blacken fhe reputa-—
tion of a living person. ,Unleés_the defamation is communi-

cated to at least a third person, there is no act of libel.

/
Criminal Libel

Criminal libei includes defamations which tend to
disturb the peace. Thus, it is loosely defined as a
malicious or wanton publication of defamatofy statements
or pictures which may give rise to civii actionc’ It is a

law in most states, but seldom used.

Libel Per S

Libel 'per se' meéns libel 'in or by itself.'! When
the defamation is evident from the article itself, or the
Wérd itself, it is called libel per se. To call a person
an atheist or a communist would be normally considered
libel per se. To refer to someone as an anarchist, or a
.traitor, could be declared libel per se. In Arizona, truth

alone is held to be a defense in a civil 1libel suit. It is
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the burden of the defendanf.towprove=the truth of the

allegationq

‘intent.and Libel

Intent in libel éééés iéfimmaterialu Wﬁen a.story.
is written, the publicatibn acpépts‘full responsibility
- for any error or‘mistake which results in iﬁjury to reputa-
tion. Defamation arising from accident or mistake remains
an actionable case. Whether or not the publication intended

to commit an act of libel is not the issue.

Liability in Advertisements

Both the publication and the advertiser, as well as
- the -advertising agency, ifuone.isﬁfesponsible for develop-
ing the ad, can be sued for a libelous statement or picture
that appears in an advertisement.
Liabilities in News Stories, Editorials,
and Letters to the Editor

Both the publication and the person responsible for
writing a news story, editorial, or letter to the editor
can be sued for a libelous statement. Fair comment, how-

ever, is a defense to libel, if it is clearly opinion.

Pictured Libel
Damage to reputation may result from publication
of photographs or caricatures. Pictures, cartoons, and

caricatures are capable of being libelous. . The publicafion
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of a picture in connection with a defamatory story which
tends to bring an innocent party into cohtémpt and ridicule

is libelous.

'Effective Retréction

‘A correction and apology serve to mitigate damages
and to‘establish absence of actual mélice'on the part of
the publication. An apology and retraction following the
publication of an allegedly libelous article serve fo place
the true situation before the readers and to establish the
good faith of the pubiishero In this regard,ra,full‘apology
and retraction may be used to mitigate damages if it‘is made
promptly and wholeheartedly.

Thé jury in such cases is entitled to give consid—
eration to both the original article and the retraction in
the determination of damages the plaintiff (injured party)
has‘sufferedo It is good practice ﬁé publish a retraction
ﬁhenever an obvious and significant ;rror is made in a
story. If the paper feels it has obviously wronged another
party the paper should not wait for the party to ask for é
retractiono The paper should take‘upbn itself to print a
correction and retractioﬁ when significant facts are in
error and the pqssibility of libel exists. -

The correction or retraction should be displayed
as near as poséible in approximately the same prominencéo

Obviously, this could not be the case when the story
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invdlves a banner headline on pagé one and the story con-
tained only a small error in fact which required only a
 pafagfaph or two to explain. Libel and slander corrections

and retractions are covered under the Arizona Revised

Statutes: 12-653.01, 12-653.02, 12-653.03, 12-653.04,

and 12-653.05.

Absolﬁte Privilege .

Judiéial_officers énd members of Congressfor of the
legislature,of any state are absolutely privileged to make
false and defamatory statements in the performance of-£heir
legislative function. However, if the statements are made
within local legislative units, such as city councils and
school boards, a member may not enjoy absolute privilege if
he is malicious or if his remarks become irrelevant to the
public matter under discussion. Officers of state and
municipal or other government agencies are absolutely
priﬁileggd when making false and defamatory statements if
they are made in the course of'executive proceedings in
which the officer is acting and they. have some relation

thereto.

Qualified Privilege .

‘ A qualified or conditional .privilege arises when
it is more important for the public. to be informed about
.the priviléged proceeding or event than it is for an indi-

vidual to have legal redress. 7This most frequently occurs
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in coﬁnection with,reports inﬁneWspépefs ofrjudicial or
-.1égisiative,proceedings and in stpries concerning the
'administration of government bodies,-including loéal
school boards. Anyone reporting thése meétings-enjoys a
1imited‘privilege, This privilege of‘telling about the
'occasions.is said to be qualified or coﬁditional because
éood faith and absence of malice are'necessary'elemeni:s°
The qualified privilege applies only to that which happened
and was said during the privileged occasion. The report
need not be a verbatim account, but.it.mﬁstrbe fair and

rimpartialo.

Right of Privacy

The staff of any publication must take into con-
sideration a person's right of privacy when publiéhing a
story or photograph. Although there is a comstitutional ’
provision concerning privacy in the State of Arizomna, in
most instances a case is considered oﬁ its dindividual
merits. Difficulty with right of privacy violations can
usually be avoided by a "common sense' analysis of the
material before publication. Right bf privacy generally
does not apply in conditions where: (1) the subject has
himself published or broadcast the material or given con-
seﬁt; (2),thé subj%ct is in the mnews because of his prom-
inence or his activities; (3) the subject is the object of

legitimate public interest because of some event; (4) under
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the Law of Libel, the subject's comments wpuld‘beAa‘privi—'
leged communicaﬁion;.and (5) the subject is a corporation
or public iﬁétitutiono

Many perspﬁs are in themselvés newsworthy; When a
person becomes a public. figure, he relinquishes his right
of privacy,. or at least, greaf areas of privacy. Laws con;
cerning the righf of privacy are aimed against the publi-
cizing of private affairs with which the public has no
legitimate céncern, or the wrongful intrusion into private
activities in such a manner as to cause mental suffering,
shame, or humiliation to a person of ordinary sensibilities.
The general rule concerning the use of names, state-
ments, or_phétographs about a person in any advertisement
is that they may not be used withoutAtﬁe consent of the

person involved,

Fair CQmment

The news media have been given the privilege of
fair comment on matters of public interest. The purpose of
the rule permitting fair and honest criticism is that it
promotes thé.public good, enables the people to discern
+right from wrong, encourages merit, and firmly condemns and.
exposes wrong doings, and hence, is based on public pélicy.
What may be fair comment is difficult tq determine. It may
be said that fair comment is what reasonably ﬁrudent mern

think would be fair under a given set of circumstances. In
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~Other words, the problem for thgﬁjury'is to determine if

~ the comment'in questibn would be faif in the minds of
feésoﬁable men. A publication or individual being sued fof
comments made about an individual and published in the pub-
lication would attempt to convince the jury that the |
material published was féir comment. Fair comment, to be
valid and legally accéptablé, mﬁst‘génerally-possess the

§

following attributes:

1. The comment must be an infellectual appraisal or
evaluationoe.
2. The comment must be founded upon facts, or what in

the mind of a reasonable man would normally be
accepted as facts.
3. The comment must be free from any sordid or corrupt
motiveso.
4, The comment must be the result of honest opinion.
.5« The comment must be free from malice.
6. The comment must be uppﬁ a subject pqssessing

public interest.

Comment may be severe and caustic, and even indulge
in bitter and intemperate denunciation so long as such.
criticism is based on facts or on such inférences from
facts that a reasonable man would consider such criticism
a fair appraisal of a given situation. The general policy

of the law; however, is to make a marked distinction.
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befween_sharp criticism that might prove annoying or
embarrassing, even though founded on facts, and the aéser—
tion of acts_of crimiﬁality or disgraceful éqnduct-without
any basic foundation. The newspaper, no more than the
individual, cannot with impunity commit 1libel under the.

guise of fair comment.



CHAPTER 6
PRINCIPAL-ADVISOR-STAFF RELATIONSHIPS
The publications program of any school requires a.
close, understanding, and cooperative working felationship

between the school administration, publications advisor,

and his staff.

The Role. of the Principal in
Fostering Good Relations

The principalvof‘the school'br the administrator
delegated to berresponsible for school publications can
heip improve the'workiﬁg relationship he has with the pub-
lications ' advisors and the staff by conéidering these
Asuggestibns:

1. Give the advisor complete pre-publication control
over thé,publication°

2. Never interfere in the internal affairs of'fhe
staff. o

3. Never criticize the staff or individual members
about material in the paper; see the advisor first.

L, Never insist that a certain story be run or with-

held from publication.

&9
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Be readily available to the staff as a news source
T —~-passing oh"backgfound information on up-coming:
- events. and other newsﬁorthy items.

ArBe,frank with the advisor with regards to items

that distufﬁ'the admiﬂistrator or otﬁer staff
members or students. |
Maihtain.an open mind in discussions concerning
schoéivpublicatiOns;.;Consider'the opinion'of the
advisor as coming froﬁ»a person with training and

experience in his specialty.

The Advisor's Role

The advisor can show his confidence in the abilities

of the school administrator by:

19

Insisting on fair coverage of even the unpopular
administrative decisions.

Discuss with the administrator upcoming cbntrover—
éial material in the'hope-of‘réaching agreement on
coverage of the issue before the paper is circu-
latea oﬁ campus, or at least of lessening the shock
that comes with surprise caused when the adminis-
tration is not informed of confroversial material

before it is publisheds

- Maintain an open mind in discussions with the

school administration and realize that they méy
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- have the interest of the séhool in mind in the same

degree as you and your publications staff.

Guidance by Advisor

| The advisor .should furnish guidanée Qn-maferial
that: might hurt a peréop, is not well—reseérched, not
based on fact, is highiy emotional»or immature in content,
or is in poor taste. Mény.of these stories can-be dis-
cussed in  an editor's meeting or general publicafions staff
meeting.. Ail other decisions regarding fhg-dayfto;day
operation and content of the pﬁblicatiéﬁ should 5é left to
the editor and staff.

Beyond this, the advisor oweéléomplete loyalty to
his.étaffu He should absorb unjustified criticism directed
toward the publication, and shield his reporters from ﬁn—
réasénable cri£iciém from outside the staff.

. The staff should realize that the advisor is, in
effeqtﬁ the publisher of the newspaper and accept the féct
that, as is the case in fhe daily newspaper, he has the
right to exercise the final authority on what will be
- printed. The advisor, after:all, is held responéible for

the content of his publication.

)

Competency of ‘the Advisor
The school principal may wish to consider some of

the following points in hiring a publications advisor:
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Does he have at least a minor: in journalism, and

experience in college, high school, or professional.

publications work?

Are you hiring him primarily as a publications

'advisorQ'rather»than simply trying to find $omeone

who reluctantly accepts the advisor's job in order

té be hired to teach in an area he has intérest in?
Does -the candidate really want to be an adviéor?
Wiil you provide adequate releééeavtime for the
advisor to be able to do a good job? Consiaer
allotiné’each publications class two periods per

day.

Will he have adequate facilities, equipment, and

supplies to do the job properly?

Will the ad&iSor have adequate financing for his
publication? |

Doeslthe candidate have that special rapport
neéessary in working daiiy in‘closé relationships
with studeﬁts under sémetimes very stressing situa-
tions? | |

Will the new advisor work closely with the admin-

" istration until the necessary confidence‘between

>

both of you has been built?
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Questlonnalre Results Regardlng Crltlclzlng
Staff Members

Reactions were mixed on whethér an administfator
should criticize arpublicationvor individual stafftmember
diréstly or if it would be,bést.to;discuss'the métter with
‘the'advisor, who woﬁld'in.tufh talk to the staff members

(Table 13).

Table 13. Administrators Should Never Criticize Staff
: Members Dlreotly——He Should Consult the Advisor.

First
Strongly , ‘Strongly
Respondent Agree Agree Disagree Disagree
Administrators 7 22 . 8 i
Advisors 11 15 9 L
Editors 6 12 11 7

Twenty-nine of the 38 administrators felt they
should not criticize school publication staff_membefs
'directly and should work through thé adviSOro‘ Twenty—six>
of the 39 advisors also agreed with the proposal. However,‘

only 18 of the 36 editors agreed with the statement.

Respondents! Views on Hiring Practices
Advisors and editors overwhelmingly agreed that

except in a very small schbol, an advisor should be hired
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priméfily as a publiéations advisqr,'rather than hiring a
teachérjfor'a.field—unreléted tdlpublicatiénsrwork and
then assigning thevteaéher as an advisor in order,té get
Sdmeohe'to fill the advisor's spot;_.One—third of the
administrators surveyed felt this émphasis on hiring an
advisor primarily as an advisor was not jusfifiedo
QuestionnaireiAnswers on Advisor's
Journalism Background

Responses vériéd as to whether or not a newspaper
publications advisor should have a minor in college 1e§el
journalism courses (Table 14). These advisors would pre-

sumably also teach journalism classes.

Table 14. Newspaper Advisors Should Have at.Least a Minor
in Journalism ‘

Strongly » ! Strongly

Respondent Agree . Agree Disagree Disagree -
Administrators - 9 24 5 : 1
Advisors 18 21 11 | 1
Editors 14 25 : 7 1

Administratofs surveyed nearly all agreed (33 of 39

respondents) that newspaper advisors should have at least a
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minoxr in'college level.journalism coursésa_ Advisors also
favéred'the idea with 39 of 51 respondents indiéating they
agreea'or.strongly_agreed; EditorS»thed 39 to 8 in favor
'ofuthe college journalism course work requirement for

newspaper. advisors. .



CHAPTER 7 -
FINANCING SCHOOL PUBLICATIONS-

The topic of most freQﬁent concern and considered
most burdensome to most publications advisors I have talked

to, is the matter of financing school publications.

Yearbooks

The school yearbook normally is a seif—sustaining
and often profit-making Venfure in éll schools but those
located in low income areaso.rThercombination of yearbook
sales and advertising usually>keeps the yearbook operating
financially in the blacke.

| Some loss of sales in recent years can be laid to

the desire og many sfudents.to get away from the traditiomal
yearbook composed of portraits, group photographs, and other
primarily static posed photos. The trend in.many'sch9ols
-is to move toward a publication that in fact is not %
ledger--dutifully recording as many events occurring on .
campus during the year aé possible and packing as many
faces as you can in to as many pages as the budget Wili
allow.

Numerous yearbooks now appear that contain avphoto
essay approach which relies’on limited copy and powerful

photo essays on a select number of topics. The emphasis

56
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seems to be to cover as many topics or events as you canrdd
weil, Withdut-saérificing the power of the design and
impact of the larger. photograph withltrue méaning. These
essays generally now involve.the_more emotional, sociaL
décumentary approach, as opposed to the recérd Book of the
éasto |

A second inndvation which has proved to be of con-
siderable success in some schools is the yearbook published
in-two,-three; or four sections which are produced in soft
cover and often included in a hard cover binder used to
bring them together into a school yearbook.

Seldom are tax funds used-to supplement the yearbook
operation, except the advisor's salary. Therefore, i; ocrder
t§ keep sales up, the product must change according to the
de@ands of the.consumer. Many collegesAand universities
across the country have ceased publication of a school
vearbook and the same situation is being faced by an in-
creasing number of high schools. Stﬁdents'are changing and
their awareness is heightening so that the average student
now realizes whether or ﬁot the content of a yearbook has
meaning.to him. If it doesn't, he may not buy it just‘

because it has always been the thing to do.

Newspapers

Newspaper financing is a very complex problem.

Many advisors have left their positions at a school because
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of the pressure of trying.to produce a worthwhile_newspaper 
with eXtremely limited.finahcialVassiStanceo,

The school newspaper is normally undér the control’
of fhe journalism advisor who also teaches the beginning
and advanced journalism classes. The high school newspaper
should be considered as a laboratory part of the regular-
journalism class. Students can utilize the paper to put to
use the skills learned in their journalism classes. If
this theory is used by the school, there is certainly
justification for allotting funds to produce the newspaper
under the instructional category of the budget,‘,This has
‘been proven to be,a>legal and appfopriate use of these
budget funds.in Arizona.

The rélatively high production costs of a school
newspaper, which is ngarly always published by a co@mercial
printer, makes it impossible for the paper to bela paying
proposition solely on the basis of revenue received from
advertising, sales of subscriptions, or sales on a per copy
basis. The school district must provide some assistance to
offset the cost of production. Advertising is not used at
all in a few instances, but if students are to be given
experience in all areas of jourmalism, advertising should

be included, but not required to support the paper.
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,Classified Advertising

Some schools have,éllowed the use of cléssified
adverﬁising° it classified ads are permitted‘ih thevpaper,
they should be screened.in.the same manner the commercial
'presé screens all advertising. A standardized form should
be_uséd-for taking ads; The form shouldrbear the content:
of the ad, the rate, number of insertioné, and name and
identification number of the student. The form should be
kept on file for a few weeks after publication so that fhe
original copy will be available in the event of a conflict

over an error in the published ad.

. Display Adverfising

Regular display advertising.éhould be a part of the
.school‘newspaper. Those interested in the field of adver-
tisihg can gain valuable experience in-contacting pros-
pective advertisers, making up the ad, and servicing the
account. It is impossible to include enough display adver-
itising in a high school newspaper ofztypical size, however,
‘that will produce revenue sufficient to completely support
the paper. This approach to advertising‘is not spund for
two reasons. ’Fifst, the relatively low rates that can. be
charged would require the column inches of advertising
space to exceed the space given to the news and feature

stories and other editorial matter.
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Secondiy, it requires a great deal of time and
experience in dealing with merchants and normall& requires
transportation to be furnishea'by a Student or the advisor.
In addition, when pressured for advertising, many merchants
feel they are not actually gaining sométhiﬁg from the ad
and consider their advertisement merely a donation té the
school paper. The advisor shouid train his salesmen to
learn a little about advertising procedures before they
call on a‘prospect,. Many times, the local newspaper adver-
tising staff will cooperate in training your advertising

representatives. - Take advantage of this service.

Political Advertising

A politicalladvertising poiicy should be estaE—
lished for your paper.  For on-campus elections,‘many
schools. limit £he amount of money each candidate can spend
on his campaign. The paid ad in the newspapexr should be
deducted from this sum. The same limitations and rates
should apply to all candidates.

Since the voting age has been lowered to include
eighteen—yearfoldé, local, state, and perhaps even national
candidates may have their advertising agencies place
politicai ads in high school papers. This is something you
should be prepared to deal with; The same regulations‘re—
garding rates and»space should apply to candidates for

office both on and off the school campus. Each political
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ad must capryrtheridentity of‘the person or organization
that paid for the ad.

Responses to Questionnéire on Financing
of High School Publications '

Ne%rly all reépondents disagreed with the proposal
that "the school newspaper should be considered as a
supplementary Eﬁgiish téxt, that the student be charged for
a subscription, and class time-bé:set aside for discussion

of "'the paper on the day it is distributed on campus."
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CODE. OF ETHICS FOR A HIGH SCHOOLV
PUBLICATION

-The high school is a place for growth and~@atura—
tiono. Since this is so, a code of ethibs should be adopted
" by the publications staff and advisor. The code should be
appropriate to the student body and interpretéd by the
édvisor and editofs; if interpretation‘becomes necessary.

Today is an age of invoivement of yéuth in the
world around them. They learn to think; to evaluate, and
tp make decisiqnsqv,The,student publicatibn often becomes
fhe outlet for the oﬁtcomes of their investigations. Some
of the best joﬁrnalists aré the‘ones who want to try theif
hand at belligerenc&, educational reform; or other topics
they feel are relevant to the students they serve.

A suggested code of ethics proposed for considera-
. tion by pubiicationé advisors might include all or some of .
the following points:

1. Be fairj; give a factual, balancéd presentation.

2. Print a varied selection of opinion, from the
extremes and from the middle, from the students and
from the administ}ation'and.facultyo -Print‘opinion
but clearly label it as sucho. |

1 69
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11.

63 .
The student_journalist should reveal his identity
as a representative of the student press before
obtaining an interview whose .results he wishes to’
publish.
Publish corrections. and rétractions of mistakes in
the next edition.
Defend freedom of the.press by hgnest gathering and
publiéation of news and by making use of the paper's
right to fair comment and criticism.
Respect all confidential sources of information;
never falsify ddcumented information, alter, or
misrepresént facts.
Maintain a level of professional. performance and
ethics.

Support endeavors to improve the educational system.

.Be absolutely suré that solutions to problems are

presented whenever possible, as weil as presentation
of the problems themsélﬁes. Be comnstructive. Do
nbt leave the paper open to charges of pfopagandiz—
ing for selfish reasons or from personal prejudice.
Editorially advocate programs constructively de-
signed to improve the academic, méral, civic, and
social life of the students. |

Develop tasteland judgment in discussion of contro-

versial issues. Subjects such as contraception,

{
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abortion, and homoéexuality, if carefully handled,
are'no‘longer too deliéate for a high school ﬁaper,:_
Eliﬁinateiprofanity from the content-bf newépapers'
as a matter of taste and judgment. The paper-is a-
mass medium thch rules out obscenity and vulgarify
even when they are part of the news. It is not a:
spepialized publication for a specialized audience
which is the only kind that can properly print both
obscenity and vulgarity. Use of obscenities in
mass media tends to condone them,; and thereby
lowers public taste. Only in a direct gquote of

pivotal significance to a story should obscenity be

used.



APPENDIX A

SAMPLE OF QUESTIONNAIRE USED "IN SURVEY CONTAINING
RESPONSES OF THOSE SURVEYED

The fqllowing queStibnnaire was mailed‘with a
cover letter to principals, publications adfisors, and
student editors at each of the Arizona éecondafy schools,v
requesting their copperation in completing the survey.

The data received from each category of respond-
ents are indicated in tally form on the following
questionnaire. The data were utilized in the tables used

in this thesis.
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SECTION I.

1o

Indicate your position:
A, High school principal
High school assistant or ass001ate principal
Other school administrator
(1) Superintendent of schools
(2) English Department chairmen
Newspaper advisor
Yearbook advisor
Newspaper editor
Yearbook editor
Total

B
C,

D,

E.
FO
GO

Indicate approximate number of students attending
your school:

A,
B.
C.
D,
E.
F,
G.
H.
I,

Indicate grades in your schopi:
Grades 9-

A
B.

C. Other (specify grades)

500 or. under

500 to 1
1,100 to
1,600 to
2,100 to
2,600 to
3,100 to

3,600 to

,000

1,500
2,000
2,500
3,000
3,500
L, 000

Over 4,000

12

Grades 10-12

Adminis-.

trators Advisors Editors
32
5
2
3
27
1k ;
36
. 13
Tz LT &g
11 16 18 .
13 13 8
5 4 4
1 3 3
P 3
5 10 12
2 3 b
(0F 0 -0
0 0 0
38 k3 48
1 13 0
3 3
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Adminis-—-

trators Advisors Editors
Lk, Indicate whether your school is nearest: . .
As Flagstaff 7 10 10
B. Phoenix 20 .25 24
C. Tucson 10 16 1k
D. Yuma L 1 3
5. Indicate the journalism classes and activities
offered by your school: _
A. Beginning journalism - 28 : 34 34
B. Advanced journalism : 11 17 12
C. Newspaper production 34 L7 45
- D. Yearbook production . 34 - 43 Lo
6. Indicate whether production work for your publica-
tions is done during a regular class period or as
an extra-curricular activity:
A. Newspaper . . :
(1) Class period A 38 36 - b5
(2) Extra-curricular 6 - -7 6
(3) Both o 6 0
B: Yearbook , ' S
(1) Class period 31 30 33
(2) Extra-curricular , 15 . 16 15
(3) Both - 0 -3 0
7. How should school newspapers be financed? .
A, Entirely by school district budget. funds - 17 13 9
B. By a combination of budget funds and advertising 17 27 . 25
C. By a combination of budget funds, advertising ‘ ‘
and sale of the newspaper 8 o 9 12

D. Without the aid of any budget funds - ; 1 1 2



Adminis- : . :
trators Advisors Editors’™

8. How should the school yearbook be financed? .
A. Entirely by school district budget funds 2 ' 2 2.
B. By a combination of budget funds and advertising 11 11 2
C. By a combination of budget funds, advertising, '
and sale of the yearbook ' : 25 32 4y
D. No budget funds ‘ : ’ 3 ' 6 0

SECTION II--Please indicate your oplnlon by checking the answer which best
indicates your reaction to thé statement. Please reach to each.
question. : V '

1. Of the following, who do you think is legally
responsible in a law suit resulting from something
published in a school publication?

A. The writer (or photographer) ‘ 6 : 17 15
B. The editor _ 5 - v 15 24
C. The advisor 18 27 17
D. The school administrator ‘ .16 B 15 o2
E. The superintendent of schools 11 10 -0
F. Members of the school board 12 10 2
G. The printers O 2 0
"Ho All of the above : : 13 . 13 8
2. The school newspaper should serve as a learning.
experience or laboratory exercise for journalism
students: ‘ -
A. Strongly agree 28 b 25
B. Agree 13 13 24
C. Disagree 0 0 1

D. Strongly disagree ' 0 o o
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Staff members should include only thosSe students
enrolled in journalism classes:

A. Strongly agree

B. Agree

C. Disagree

D. Strongly disagree

The school publication should serve primarily

" the interests of the students?

A. Strongly agree

B. Agree

C. Disagree

D. Strongly disagree

The principal or delegated administrator should
require that he check the content of school
publications before they are printed: A

A Strongly agreée

B. Agree

C. Disagree

D. Strongly disagree

Major stories, such as homecoming queen finalists,

names of scholarship winners, and the name of
the next school play should be published first
in the school newspaper, NOT in the daily
bulletin:

A. Strongly agree

B. Agree :

C. Disagree

D. Strongly disagree

Adminis-~-

 trators Advisors - Editors
7 13 13
8 15 20
20 19 13
L ‘5 5
14 23 21
24 26 24
3 2 5
1 0 0
8 - 2 3
8 3 7
20 19 15
R 27 25
6 17 11
18 21 .21
17 12 17
0 2 "2'
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10.

The publications advisor should consult the
school administration for advice before
publishing controver51al or questionable
material:

A. Strongly agree

. B. Agree

C. Disagree
D. Strongly disagree

The advisor should be assigned the primary
responsibility for the content of the school
publication:

A. Strongly agree

B, Agree

C. Disagree

D. Strongly disagree

School newspapers should contain classified
advertising:

A Strongly . agree ‘ :

Bs Agree

C. DJsagree>

D. Strongly disagree

School newspapers should contain commercial
(display) advertlslng

A. Strongly agree -

B. Agree

C. Disagree

D. Strongly disagree

Adminis-

‘trators Adyisors Editors
26 17 L
17 22 23

1 i3 10 .
0" 2 13
21 22 6
21 22 21
0 6 15
0 3 9
1 5 8
23 12 28
15 17 11
3 3 L
2 13 11
23 26 30
15 8 8
3 3 1

ol
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120

13,

1k,

School yearbooks should contain commefcial

(display) advertising:
A. Strongly agree

B. Agree

C. Disagree ‘
D. Strongly disagree

A school newspaper should provide space for
comment and criticism (letters to the editor,
etc.): ' '

A. Strongly agree

B. Agree ’

C. Disagree ‘

D. Strongly disagree

Editorials speak for the opinion of the newspaper
as a whole and therefore need not be éigned_by.
the writer: o : : I
A. Strongly agree

B. Agree

C. Disagree

D, Strongly disagree

If the opinion of the writer of the editorial
differs from the majority of the staff, his name
should appear as a byline on the article: -

A. Strongly agree

B. Agree

"C., Disagree

. D, Strongly disagree

Adminis-

trators Advisors Eﬁitdré

2 15 13
29. ‘23 28
7 9 3
3 3 -3
15 Ll 41
27 -9 11
0 0 0
0 0 0

3 12 o
12 21 17
16 12 13
10 5 11
11 26 21'
.27 17 21
1 6. 6

0 b 0

T



Adminis- .

trators Advisors Editors

15. School publications should include things of

interest to teen-agers happening outside the

school--in the community--as well as at school.

(For example, a feature on an up-coming rock

concert.):

A. Strongly agree ' b - 30 " 32

B. Agree ‘ 30 ) 21 17

C. Disagree 3 T2 1

D. Strongly disagree : 2 ( 0 : 1
16. The school publication is mnot primarily a public

relations tool, but rather a means to inform and

enlighten: '

A. Strongly agree ; 6 19 23

B. Agree ‘ 26 _ 29 23

C. Disagree .6 2 5

D. Strongly disagree . _ 1 0 0
17. Even though the school newspaper staff feels they '

have researched a topic completely, articles

critical of cafeteria operations, the bookstore,

or school policies should not be printed:

A. Strongly agree 1 : 0 -0

B. Agree , 10 9 ) 3

C. Disagree ' : 25 20 25

D. Strongly disagree ' 6 19 23

18. A newspaper publications advisor should have at

least a minor in college jourmnalism courses:

A. Strongly agree 9 18" 14

B. Agree 24 21 25

C. Disagree 5 11 7

D. Strongly disagree 1 1 1



19. An advisor should be hired primarily as a

20.

210

22.

publications advisor as opposed to hiring a
teacher for a field unrelated to publications
work and then assigning them as publications
advisor in order to get someone to f£ill the

advisor's spot:

A. Strongly agree

B. Agree

C. Disagree

D. Strongly disagree

A student publication ghould:

Print a balanced selection of opinion from

the extremes and the middle:
A. Strongly agree
B. Agree

- C. Disagree

D. Strongly disagree

Print material from students,
administration:

A. Strongly agree

B. Agree

C. Disagree

D. Strongly disagree

Adminis-~-

'Editors'

trators Advisors
7 27 18
20 20 24
13 3 4
1 1

"(Questions 20-27 all pertain to what a school
publication should do.)

faculty,

and

Clearly label opinion articles as opinion:

A. Strongly agree

B. Agree

C. Disagree

D. Strongly disagree

W
SO H U

18
30

30
20

11
35

16
29

- 21
27

€L



23,

- 24,

25.

26.

27 -

Make sure student reporters reveal his identity

as a representative of a school publication before

obtaining interview material for publication:
A. Strongly agree '
B. Agree

C. Disagree

D. Strongly disagree

Respect confidential sources of information:
As Strongly agree

B. Agree

C. Disagree

D. Strongly disagree

Never falsify, alter, or misrepresent facts:
A. Strongly agree

B. Agree

C. Disagree

D. Strongly disagree

Be sure the solutions to problems as well as the
problem itself are presented whenever possible:
A. Strongly agree

B. Agree

C. Disagree

D. Strongly disagree

Eliminate four-letter words from publications as
a matter of good taste: '

A, Strongly agree

B. Agree

C. Disagree

D. Strongly disagree

Adminis-

trators AdVisorS' Editofs

17 27 14
ok 24 33
o 0 3
0 0 0
14 32 31
21 20 18
4 0 0
0 0 0
34 Ls . Lo
7 7 10
0 0 0
0 0 0
21 32 25
20 18 25
0 0 1
0. 0 0
31 31 20
8 18 22
0 2 10
0 0 -
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28.

29.

30.

Reporters of student publications are. not
obligated to reveal the sources of 1nformat10n
gathered for the publication, since they are
protected by a state law granting that "communi-
cations between a newsman and his source of
information are considered privileged!:

A. Strongly agree

B. Agree

C. Disagree

D. Strongly disagree

School publications should respect the laws con-
cerning a person's right of privacy. .These laws
are aimed at preventing the publication of
private matters with which the public. has no
legitimate concern, or the wrongful intrusion
into private activities in a way that causes
mental suffering, shame, or humiliation:

A Strongly agree :

B. Agree

C. Disagree

D, Strongly disagree

To censor material in a school publlcatlon is
to deny the student hls civil rights:

A Strongly agree -

B. Agree

C. Disagree -

D. Strongly disagree

Adminis-

trators Advisors Editors
4 14' 23
18 20 25
10 15 1
6 3' 1
ol 38 30
13 14 18

3 0 0
0 0 0
0 3 8
L 17 15
20 20 - 18
12 8

s



31.

32.

33

Adminis-

trators Advisors FEditors
No censorship of a high school newspaper should
be exercised by the advisor or school adminis-
trator unless the material is clearly obscene,
libelous, or advocates an illegal act, (These
are the restrlctlons under which the regular
commercial press operates.):
A. Strongly agree * - 3 15 21
B. Agree ‘ : 10 21 17
C. Disagree ' 13 11 11
D. Strongly disagree : 11 3 2

The school administration should: (Questlons 32-39 all peftaln to what the
school administration should do.)

lee the advisor complete pre-publication
control over the school publication:

A. Strongly agree 7
B. Agree 19
C. Disagree ’ 213
D. Strongly disagree ‘ 1
Never interfere in the internal affairs of

the staff: ' ‘

A. Strongly agree b

- B. Agree ‘ 11
C. Disagree , 21
D. Strongly disagree ' : .3

26
22

3.
1

18
19
13

12
19
10

21
16
12

94



- Adminis-~

trators: Advisors Editors

34, Never criticize the staff or individual staff

members about material in a school publication.

Discuss the matter with the advisor: )

A, Strongly agree RN 7 13 9

B. Agree- ' Lo 22 . 20 . 20

C. Disagree ' 8 ‘ 1h 12

D. Strongly disagree ' 1 4 -8
35. Never insist that a particular story be printed

or withheld from publication. This is a matter

for the staff and advisor to decide. (Unless

story is libelous, obscene, or advocates an

illegal act.): v v

A. Strongly agree’ ' 3 .20 . 25

B. Agree 18 19 20 -

C. Disagree : 14 12 2

D, Strongly disagree . : L 2 ‘ 4
36. Be readily available to publications staff members

as a source of information:

A. Strongly agree ' 19 ' 35 23

B. Agree ‘ ' , 21 16 - 26

C. Disagree : 0 0O 0.

D. Strongly disagree ' 0 ' 0 )

37. The publications advispr should: (Questions 37-39 all pertain to what the
' ' publications advisor should do.) '
Insist on fair coverage of issues:

A. Strongly agree : ) 21 35 19
B. Agree ' o 16 17 32
C. Disagree : 0] O 1.

D. Strongly disagree , » ' o) o (O

Ll



38Q

39.

4o,

by,

Discuss with the school administration upcoming
controversial material planned for publication:
A. Strongly agree

B. Agree

C. Disagree

D, Strongly disagree

Maintain an open mind in discussions with the
administration and students:

A. Strongly agree

B. Agree

. C. Disagree

D. Strongly disagree

The advisor should furnish guidance to students
regarding material that might hurt a berson, is
not well-researched, is not based on fact, is
highly emotional, immature in content, or in
poor taste:

A, Strongly agree

B. Agree

C. Disagree

D. Strongly disagree

A1l other decisions affecting content of the
newspaper should be left to the editor and his
staff: «

A. Strongly agree

B. Agree '

C. Disagree

D, Strongly disagree

Adminis-

trators ‘Advisors ‘Editors .
20 | 19 7
18 23 18

0 10 21
0 0 3
17 38 27
18 15 24
0 0. 0
0 0 0
27 Ls 29
10 7 19
0 0 1
0 0 0
3 17 21
14 28 20,
17 8 '8
& .0 .0 .

L



Lo,

L3,

b,

Adminis-

Editors-

trators Advisors
The advisor owes the staff his complete loyalty.
He should absorb criticism directed toward the-
publication and shield reporters from unreasonable
criticism: :
A. Strongly agree L4 13 8
B. Agree A - : 18 29 21 .
C. Disagree : 12 7 13
D. Strongly disagree 2 0 7
The school newspaper should be considered as a
supplementary English text and students should
be charged for a subscription. Class time
should be set aside for reading and discussion
of the paper on the day it is distributed:
A. Strongly agree ‘ 0 5 - 2
B. Agree , _ > 9 5
C. Disagree ' ' 23 28 33
D. Strongly disagree 6 10 10
Probably the reason for the rapid growth of
underground newspapers is the need of youths to
be informed as to the views, opinions, and news
of their peer culture which often is not given
space in the traditional school newspaper: ,
A. Strongly agree 1 7 8
B. Agree 9 29 21
C. Disagree 15 13 17
D. Strongly disagree ' 8 2 4
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Adminis-

trators Advisors Editors

45, Underground newspapers should be allowed to be

published by high school students and circulated

on campus and an advisor should be appointed:

A. Strongly agree - 1 -0 b

B. Agree 1 12 15

C. Disagree 19 32 - 17

D. Strongly disagree 14 3 14
46, In the case of a civil libel suit in the State of

Arizona, the publication accepts full responsi-

bility for any error or mistake which results in

injury to a person's reputation: ' =

A. Strongly agree . , ' 5 8 12

B. Agree 17 . 30 30.

C. Disagree ' ‘ 5 10 6

D. Strongly disagree , 6 | 5 . .0
47. Opinions of a writer should be left to editorials,

letters to the editor, and columns. Opinion

should never find its way into a story: _

A. Strongly agree 19 33 25

B. Agree 16 15 23

C. Disagree ‘2 2 2

D. Strongly disagree 0 1 0

48, The fact that a story contains accurate information
does not mnecessarily mean that the story presents

a true picture. The story must also be a fair,

balanced one: : ,
A. Strongly agree ' 17 .25 ) 22
B. Agree 19 17 26
C. Disagree 2 1 ' 2

D. Strongly disagree , . 1 . 0 1



Adminis-

50

51.

52

trators Advisors Editors

The reader should be able to take for granted the
accuracy of a publication. Students should strive
for this approach:
A. Strongly agree 14 32 24
B. Agree 18 17 24
C. Disagree A 6 1 3
D, Strongly disagree 1 1 0
Concern for the law as it affects the school
publication has often been overlooked by high
school jourmalists:
A. Strongly agree 8 15 5
B. Agree 18 25 21
C. Disagree 8 11 18
D. Strongly disagree 0] 0. 1
The sam laws which affect the daily newspaper
also affect the high school press: :
A. Strongly agree 6 15 9
B. Agree 15 28" 29.
C. Disagree 9 6 10
D. Strongly disagree 1 2 1
Laws protect both the journalist and the public.
It is imperative that student journalists and
their advisors and school administrators become
familiar with them:, o
A, Strongly agree 10 30 22
B. Agree 26 21 26
C. Disagree 0 0 2

0 0 0

D. Strongly disagree

g



COMMENTS SECTION--If wyou wish to comment regardlng a particular question please
indicate the number of the question and then make your comments .
Feel free to comment regardlng school publications in general
as well as questions contained in this questlonnalrea
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