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ABSTRACT -

The governments of post- World War II Japan have been*ddmiﬁated'

by conservative parties, The present governmeht is controlled by the

Liberal;Democratic,Parﬁy'(Jiyu-Minshuto)g The purpose of this study
is fo ascertain whether eeftain characteristics such as age, place of
birth; education and occupation are common to the elite or leadership
elements of post-war Japane;e conservative parties. Further,rby com=
' paring the statistics relating to the Japaﬁesé elite group with sta-
tistics compiled on elite grou?s in China, more specifieally; the
_ Central Exeéutive Committee of the Kuomintang and the Central Committee
of the Chinese Communist Party, we may determine whether or no£ com-
parative studies of'glites of different nations will yield aﬁjrsign |
nificant results, | |

In the end, the first aspect of this projectksa study of the
elite of one nation, Japan. The results substantiate similar stuéies
conducted by other Aéian scholars, With respect to comparative elite
- studies involving elites of different nations, it would appear that
the results obtained will have significant value only.if conducted .

under very controlled conditions,



‘CHAPTER ‘1
INTRODUCTION

Political parties were develcped in Japan in the late
nineteenth century and did not develop alOng'democratic lines. The
first partles were created by samurai, membefs of the warrior class, of
the lesser han (fiefs); eoto s Okuma,Shigenobﬁ>of Hizen and Itagaki
Taisuke of Tosa, These samural. leaders uséd,their pérties as instru-
ments to wrest control of the government from the samurai of the larger
Satsuma andbChoShu han, In turn the leaders of thé "Sat-Cho clique n
eogc,9 Yamagata Arltomo and Tto Hirobumi of Choshu, who had domlnated
the government since the Meiji Restoratlon of 1868, were forced to
create their own parties and the dapanese government acquired a veneer
of party government.

‘Beneath this veneer, the government was conducted by the
various party leaders, in their roles as elder statesmen.(gggzg), in
combinatioﬁ with the various financial cliques (zaibatsu} and the

llltaryo In the twentieth century the genro oovernmenﬁ fell host to
severe economlc, social and political problems and succumbed in 1918,
In 1918 Hara Kei, the "Great Commoner," became Premier and thls marks
the beginning of a shafing of the contfol of the govermment by party
politicians and a true party government.

One explanation of the reason why political partieé did not
develop along democratic lines relates to the nature of the Meiji

1



Constitution. The concept:of pafﬁies_ﬁas ad#anced in the.lB?O's,_7

vbut parties had nc'particulaf status aﬁd wére regarded as.nuiséﬁcesé'
AIn 1889 and 1890 through the efforts of‘Ito, a new constitution was -
promul gated underrthe ausbices gf the erﬁperora :This constitutiénxwhichj
was looselyimodeied after the German.and Britiéhlconétitutioﬁs, sét ﬁp"'

a "itranscendental government“1 which floated above the party politics _ 

and perpetuated a'political éystem that was controlled by the genro.

- "The Period of Normal Government! (Kensei no Jodo)2 which was
. of brief duratiocn, 1asting‘only until 1932, is one of the most inter-
esting periodé in Japénese political hi.sf;oryo This period 1is characé:
terized by both contradictions and coﬁflicto fhe coﬁtradictions arise
because on the surface the Japanese government'appeared to bé on the
road to democratizaﬁioh, as:evidenced by the passage of the Universal
Manhood Suffrage Act in 1925 which expanded the eléctorate from thréé
. million voters to thirteen million voters, Hoﬁever, in that same year
" the Diet passed the ?eacé Preservation Law which gave the police power
to-cdmbat "dangerous thought,® and_more-particulariy the authority to
eradicate the Marxists and Socialists,

‘The fact that the period was marked‘by a great deal of conflict
can be evidenced by the fact that the period is also known as a time

of ®government by assassination." Three premiers were assassinated

1. Peter Duus, Party Rivalry and Political Change in
Taisho Japan., (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1909),
P. 83 : :

2. Robert X, Reischauver, dJapan: Government and Politics,
(New York: Thomas Nelson and Sons, 1935), P. 132.




(including Hafa).and in 1932 the Japanese gp?érnment:&as taken over by
the militaf&o' The ascension of the militarisﬁsgio power ihil932'marked
the end of effective party government in Japaﬁ until 19L46. Parties |
 were not officially Eanned, but they weré‘ﬁvoluntérily" dissolved in
1940 and a year later a naticnal party wésfformed; the Imperial Rule =
'Aséistance Associatioﬁ, wﬁich was a wartime patriotic front organiza- |
tion, Uﬁfortunately for Japan, a truly democratic party government did
not develop until it was imposed upon the nation after it suffered a
disasterous military defeat.in 19&5o ‘

The unconditiocnal surrender of Japan in September of 1945
marked tﬁe end of World Wér II and the Eeginning of a period of occ-
‘cupation by American troops under the command of General Douglas
MacArthur., MacArthur, as Supreme Commander Allied.Powers-(SCAP),
sought to dismantle Japan's war machinefy and to democratize the
govefnmento To this.énd Aeasures were enacted that tﬁoroughly revamped'
Japan's econdﬁic, social and political systems. Speéifically, one- of
the mést dramatic moves was the renunciatidn of the divine status §f
the emperor, an act that was a result of the terms of éurrender laid
down by the Allles at Potsdam.

On the economic level, a system of land reform was initiéted
and efforts were made to break up the zaibatsu of iargé financial
cartels that had dominated the nation's economy. On the political and
social levels many significant reférmé were instituted, particﬁlarly.
with respect to the recognition of women's rights and the right'of

labor unions to organize., ILeaders of the wartime government were, in



'some-instances, tried és Wér:criminals,_and‘in others‘mefely purged.
Political parties were again.formed in late 19L5 by'conservatives as
well as the now legally recognized Mafxists and Coﬁ@ﬁniéts, and a new
constitution was drafted by theVSCAP and his advisorsa -The Bi11'of'
Rights Directive (SCAP Directive) of October 19&5 guaranfaed poliﬁical
freedom and encouraged political activit_yo3 In April 19&69 an eléétion
was held for the seats in the Diet or nationai legislatﬁre and as g
"result of that election the Diét was controlled by a coalition of the
conservative parties.

_Since 1946 the Japanese government Eas Eeen dominated by
conservative parties, with the'exception‘of the Socialist-Democratic
‘coalition of 1947 to 1948, From 1945 to 1955 several conservative

parties competed for power; for~example Nihon Shimpoto {Progressive

Party), Kaishinto (Reform Party), and Kokumin Minshito (People's
Democratic Party)o. However, in 1955 the Liberai party {(Jiyuto) and the

Democratic Partyn(Mihshuto) nerged to form the Liberal-Democratic party

CJiyumMinshuto)° Todéyp_t is party continues as the dominant political
férce in Japaniand.the main coﬁservative force, | |

Under the post-war Japanese constitution of May 15L7 which was
bromulgated in November of:the pre#ious year,h the Japanese instituted
a cabinet type of government, with the prime minister being selected

from the House of Representatives {lower house) of the Diet. In

.~ 3. Hugh Borton., Japan's Modern Century. (Wew York:
Ronald Press, 1955), p. L66. R A

h. Ibid., po L68.



'Qctuality the prime minister is the head of‘ﬁhe'party which hoids_a _
majority of seats in the House of RepresentatiVes; ‘The prime minister
in turn is responsible to the Diet fof theif‘actionsa This is in‘con=
trast to the Meiji Constitution of 1889 where no such responsibility
existed, but rather the prime hinister was responsible only to_the
emperoro',Thé new constitufion also made the judiciary independent of
the executive_branch and incofporated maﬁy of the basic human rights
and freedoms guaranteed by the first ten amendments to the Amefican
Constitution. One unique feature of the Constitutioﬁ pertains to
Article Nine; under the provisions of this Afticle Japan renouncéd.war
as a sovereign right and the use of force or ﬁhé:threat of force to
settle international disputes.

| As mentioned above, conservative partiés'have dominated post-
Wbrld War II Japanese governments accordinglﬁ, any study of conserv-
ative leadéfsﬁip or elites would be a study of the leaders or potential
1eadefs of Japan. The 6bject of this paper is to aséertain whether or
not an analysis of conservative elites, based upon certain criteria,
éuch_as occupation or education, will serve as a means of projecting
the éuality and character of the leaders of the future. On a more
practical'level, failing'ali else, this‘papérvwili also serve to indi-
cate the qﬁality and the character of the present-day leadership,

The methodology employed in this project is loosely modeled

after.teéhniques utilized by Harold Po Lasswell and Daniel Ierner in

World Revolutionary Elitesqs»-Quite natﬁrallyy the first stép in the

5. Harold D, Lasswell and Daniel Lerner (eds.). World Revo~
lutionary Elites, (Cambridge: M.I.T. Press, 1965),




development of this study was the method of determining who wereithe
leaders or elites of the various donservative partieé° To this end a

'simple formula was adopted, Each yeafvin'the'Asahi Nenkanéb(Asahi

yearbook)‘a membership listvof all Japanéée.political parties is pub-
lished and the Iist is broken down in terms-df cabinet positions and
party committees, For the purposes of ‘this study, the leaders were

identified as either prime minister, cabinet member or committee chair-

man, Accordingly, by géing through the Asahi Nenkan from 1946 to 1965,
the author compiled a 1ist of four hundred and seventy-one (h?l}'names
of léaders° It was decided at the start thét any attempt to research
the backgrcuhds of so many people would prévg to be most difficult and
so the author resolved this problem by takiﬁg‘a,ten per cent raﬁdom
sample from the list of h?l; -

To insure that the random sample would indeed be random, a

simple procedure was- adopted according to the guidelines set down by

ﬁubert Blalock in his book, Social Statisticsa7 }In compiling the list
of names the author placed the name of sach individual on an index card
and the card was numbered. Finally, after all ﬁhe names were numbered
and recorded, the author‘conéulted a list df random numbers in the
appendix of Social Statistics. The 1list of random numbers was simply
Aa list Qf:numbers fhat had been arrangedAat‘rahdom and by consulting

the list and removing the numbered index card that corresponded to the

- 6,  Asahi Nenkan (Asahi yearbook). (Tokyo: Asahi Shimbun
Co., 19L6 to 1965). , . :

7. Hubert Blalock, Social Statistics., (New York: McGraw
Hill, 1960). -



%numbef\on tﬁe list a ten per cent sample‘of'forty—saven‘names was
taken, To further clarify this.method df.raﬁdom selection; oﬁe mighé.»
 say that és forty-seven represents ten per cent of the h?l‘names:éo the
names tbatvcorresponded to the first forﬁy-seven on the 1ist of random .
‘numbers were chosen .Csee Appendix A for the faﬁdom ‘group)o
With the completion of the random selection of forty-seven

names; the author was then ready to research tﬁe backgrounds of-the
individual leaders, For the most part, information pertinent to this
study could be found in several Jabanese language personnel diréctories
and who's whoso8 More sp601f1cally, the bulk of the necessary infor-

matlon was obtalned from the Nlbon J1n11roku (Japan personne1 1153)9

and the Choshakuken Dalcho: Bunka glmmelroku~(wr1terfs and ‘professional

people’s register)o10 With the information derived from these sources
wniform criteria were established, e.g., age, place of birth (urban-
rural differentiation)p education and occxipation° BEach .of these

 criteria will receive special attention in the following chapters.

8, H, V, Gillis and Pai Ping (compilers), Japanese Personal:
Names, (Ann Arbor: Edwards Brothers, 1942); Ho Vo Gillis and Pai

Ping (compilers). Japanese Surnames. (Ann Arbor: Edwards Brothers,. - .

1943); Japan's Biograpnical Encyciopedia and Who's Who. (Tokyos .- ..
Rengo Press, 1960); Japan's Biographical uncyc¢00e01a ana Who's" Whoo L
(Toky0° ‘Rengo Press, 196L), .

9% Yukio Moriyama {ed ) Vlhon Jlnﬂlroau (Janan personnel
list). (Shuppanbu: Chuo Tantelsna, 1963)a #30, :

10, Chosakuken Daicho: Bunka Jimmeiroku (Writer's and pro-
fessional pecple's register). (Kyogikai: Nihon Chosakuken, 1956).,

#9o




Some Problems,df'Anélyéis'

Because‘of the insufficient data supplied by the above-
mentioned sources, and because of a further lack of more informative
sources, certain sections of this work'lapk a gocd deal of,infdrmaﬁiono
In an attempt to remedy this problem, the author has referred to simi-
lar projects and compafed'their‘results With his. .The studies-uéed.
for comparative purposes are Roberﬁ A, Scalapino and Junnosuke Masumi's

Parties and Politics in Contemporary Ja?ang}l Herbert Passin's Society
12 |

and James Abegglen and Hiroshi Mannari's

13

and Education in Japan,

tLeaders of Modern Japan: Social Origins and Mobility." To thisv
end both the similarities and differences whén relevant %o this'project
will be cited. Furthermore, in an effort to give these compiled sta-
tistics a more bélanced examination, the results of thié‘stﬁdy will be

compared with the results of elite studies of the Kuomintang (KMT)

and the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) found in World Revblhtionaty

Elites.

11, Robert A, Scalapino and Junnosuke Masumi., Parties
and Politics in Contemporary Javan, {(Berkeley: Universiiy of
California Press, 1962). _

12, Herbert Passin., Society and Education in Japan.
" (New York: Columbia University Teacher’s College, 1965),

: 13, James Abegglen and Hiroshi Mannari, "Leaders of Modern
Japan: Social Origins and Mobility," Economic Development and
"Gultural Change., Vol. LX, No. 1, Part 2, 1960, —




CHAPTER 2
AGE AS A FACTOR

For the purposes of this work an analysis of the age of the
elite members of the conservative parties as a criterion for de-
términing or measuring parity traits will be éxamiﬁed from two stande -
points: birth date and age at leaving college, fhe first catégony
is self explanatory. The second catégoryg although there exists a
paucity of available information, will indicate how closely the
.random sample group conforms to patterns established by typical
Japanese students., To further clarify this'point an additional exX-
planation must be giﬁeno Most of the sources of information used in
this study provide only the graduaticn'date and in most céses onlyA
the date of graduation from collegé ér the1universitﬁ and not from the
. middle schoolo Also, using age 55 a factor in this elite analysis,

a comparison will be made between the average age of the Japanese
Conservative'parﬁy leadership'and the éverage age of both.the

Kuomihtang elite and the Chine Communist Party leadership element.

Birth Date
'_Based on the data at hand {there was no information available
on two of £he.forty;seven individuals in the sample group), the average
Japanese'consérvative party leader was born in 1899o Thus, when we
consider that this study covers leaders up to and inéluding 1965, this

9



A - 10
would indicate tbat’the average age was sixty-six as of 1965; Ih. 
Masumi and Scalapino's study, based on statistics for 1958, the
average birﬁh.date for all conservative pafty'members was 1910°ly"
Hence tﬁeir statistics_show ﬁhat the.average.age is fifty-seven, The-
large discrepancy between these two figures might be explained by ther
fact that sevefal meﬁbers,of the random sample group died during the
period ﬁﬁder consideration at an advanced ége, and their ages were
still averaged in up to and including the 1965 mémbership,‘ Howe%er,
the Scalapino study used statistics that were compiled only on living,
active party membgrso

| Iﬁ comparing the relative age of the leaders with the rela-

tiﬁé age of the overall parfy‘membership, the leadérs are severai years
older, The fact that the leadership of the conservativg party isr
relatively old can be éubstantiated by the fact that of the fortyafive
birth dates extant in the sample group, only six men (13.3%) were born
after 1910, One further substantiation of this fact is thét statistics
based on the year 1968 show the average age of faction leaders of the
Liberal Democratic Party as'sixty-seven yearsol5 The faction leaders

most certainly must be considered members of the elite group of the

Jiyu-Minshuto, With respect to the relative ages of conservative

- party members in general, the figures indicate that the conservative

party membership is older than their cdunterparts in the other parties,

14, Robert A, Scalapino and Junnosuke Masumi (1962), 73.

15, Nathaniel B, Thayer. How the Conservatives Rule .
Japan, (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1969)., Appendix, -




| L

Figures were determined-by compiling the averaée age. of the membership.
list of the Liberal-Democratic Party of 1968,%° | |

Thus one can see that when the criterion of birtb4détefand age
computed as of 1968 is applied to the leadership of the Japanese con-
servative party one findé,that the leaders of the pafty are older
compared to the general membership, and that the part& mEmbershipkas a
whole is older than its liberal counterparts.

As Table 1 reveals (page 12), the average age of the Japanese
~elite group is higher than all of the Chinese elite groups, Interest- .
ingly endugh,—though not surprising,'is thé fact that the biggest
discrepancy in age exists between the Japanese conservative elite
(average agee 66 years) and the Chinese radical (one would hesitate to
use the word liberal) elite of the Chinese Communist Party (aﬁerage age
47 years), To put it another way, both the Japanese and Chinese con-
servative elite groups' average age is greater than the CCP's elite
. group age. Thus it woﬁld seem that the conservative elite group mem= -

bers in both China and Japan are older than thelr respective liberal

‘counterparts.,

Age at Graduation From College

There is a distinct lack of information in this category, 
which has been used to project the class or status of the sample
group., Many scholars of Japanese history and government have accepted

~ the fact that the leadership elements in the conservative pafties come

16, Ibid,



Table 1, Average Age 6f Party Elites,

Party Elites

Average Age of Members

Japanese Conservatives

Chinese Communist Party

Kuomintang

66
h6,.8
Sho9%

*The figures for the ages of the Chinese elite are Based oh'

figures for post-19L5,

The studies of R.C., North and I.D. Pool in

their"Kuomintang and Chinese Elites™ indicate that the average age
of the elite membership in both the KMT and the CCP tends to rise
over a period of years, R.C, North and I.D. Pool, "Kuomintang and
Chinese Elites," in Lasswell and Lerner (eds,) World Revolubionary

Elites, Cambridges M.I.T. Press, 1965,

12



13
from an elite background, and thisrproject tends to substanfiété this
73upposition° . In setting up'avhypothetical construct to project the':
elite status of the sample gr§up, thé guthor added the average age of
.the group at graduation fromrcollege‘qr university, which was twenty-
two, to the average birth date (1899), and arrived at the year 1921,
This firmly establishes the fact that the averagé leader had a pre-war
education, Further, éince tﬁe average age at graduation for the average
pre=war college or university gfaduate was twenty-four,;B as compared
to the sample group's twenty-two, this study would tend tp.sbow,thats
af least, thevaveraée leader who attended college or university was
part of an educational elite. This will be further discussed in Chap-
ter L,

The two year difference between the averages, if it dpesn't
conclusively establish the educational superiority of the aﬁerage
- leader, might at least tend to support the view that a privileged
background would provide the money and the oppdrtunity to attend and
finish school, Of course, the evidence presentéd iﬁ this section is
too flimsy to.prove the elitist nature of the Japanese ieadefship5 but
rather serves as a broad hint. Chapter L will more.cleariy elucidate
this point. |

This eriterion for analysis was not applied in the elite
studies 6f the XMT and the CCP and hence-there was no waj%to make a.

comparison betweeh them and the Japanese elite groups?! age at

17, North and Pool (1965}, 383,

18, Herbert Passin (1965) Appendix, Table v,



gradﬁation—from collegeo' This is not to say that the criterion is-
not valid, As this method of analysis is unique only to this study,
it does not imply that further elites studied will not utilize this

criterion as one deserving more attention. -



'CHAPTER 3
PLACE OF BIRTH AS A FACTR

In analyzing the data pertaining to the place of birth ﬁf the
study group it can be demonstrated that the leadership of the con-
 servative parties truly represents all areés of Japan. This'cén be
shown by the fact that of forty-eight existinéfJapanese administrative
regions (prefectures), thirty-one are representéd by conservative:
leaders, 'The prefectures representeq are, on Honshu: Aichi, Akitas
Chiba, Fukui, Hiroshima, Hyogo, ibaraki9 Ishikawa, Kanazawa, Kyoto,
Miyagi,vNagano, Niigata, Okayama; Shigag,chhigi, Tokyo, Toyamé,
Wakayama, Yamagata, Yamanashi, Yamaguchi; on Shikoku: Ehime, Kégawa,
Tokushima; on Kyushu: Fukuoka, Kagoshima, Xumamoto, Nagasaki, Cita
‘and Saga, Of this numbér, tielve have two fepresentatives° These are,
on Honshu: Akita, Hiroshima, Hygo, Ibaraki, Niigata, Shiga, Tochigi,

: Yamégata, Yamanashi; on Kyushuﬁ Fukuoka, Kagoshima, and Sagao Only.
two, Kyoto and Tokyo, have multiple representation {(three),

The fact that the metropolitan areas of Tokyo and Kyoto have
only a small representation relatlive to the whole, tends to sﬁrengthen
the aécepted view that the consérvative parties draw their vast suppoft
from rqral areas and are weaker in the larger metropolitan districts.
‘Once again we find that the random sample technique aé applied in this
particulér instance substantiates whaﬁ has been shown to be the case.

in similar studies,

15



One other fact that should be mentioned is that is would.appear
fhat the leaders for the most parfrrebresent the areas'in which they
‘were born., This supports the political axiom thaﬁ party leaders, in
‘ordef to remain leaders, have to be repéatedly electea in their home
districts and having roots in their district is a distinct advantage.

» Unfortunately, the materials that were available do not indicate

whether or not the increased population and the increasing urbanization
_6f Japan, with a potential change in.tbé constituency of the leaders? .
pélitical base, will bring about a conéomitant changerih the leadéréhip;

There are severél reasons.why a comparison was not made with_'A
'fespect ﬁo birthpléce as a criterion between'the,Japanese conservative
elite and the Chinese elite group‘(the KMT and CCP); TheAmajor con=
sideration was given to thg avowed purpose of this study, that is usihg
several criteria to examine and qualify these chaQ;cteristics comon
. to the leadership element of Japanese conservative partieso ‘Hence;7it
woui& serve no purposs to coméare the information pertaining to birthe
place to the élite of a wholly different geographical area. Secondly,.
due to thé obvioﬁs problems that would confront the reseércher in
trying to isolate thg diverse factdrs that exist in a comparison of the
geographicél'data between an island nation and a continental nation,
-One further complication arose from the ébove-mentioned fact that the

data rélating to Japan could not be broken down into an urban-rural

differentiation.



CHAPTER L
EDUCATION AS A FACTOR

There is no questioning the relevancy of education as a
‘eritericn for analysis of an elite gfqup in a modern society. Thié is
 particular1y true with respect to Japan, where beginning with the ﬁeiji
Restoration (more particularly, the eétablish;ept of Tokyo Universit& ,
in 1877)19'the school system was revamped particularly to facilitate
the modernization of Japan, Since that time certain Japanese uni-
versities have suppliéthhe Bulk of political and busiﬁess leaders,

One of the factors produqing this phenomenon revolves around
the batsu or cligue system, whereby graduates 6f universities ha€ing_

' belonged to a particular.clique, go on to acquire positions in the
government or with particular businesses'or industriés because the
leaders of the government or business clique atitended that particuiar

| university before them. The standard example to demonstrate this is
the fact that the Law Faculty of Tokyo University provided the key to
admittance to govermment serviceo20 Other examples along the séme veiﬁ
illustrate the pervasive nature of the cliques. "Keio, one of the two
© leading private universities of Japang has its doﬁinant influence in

‘insurénce companies and in department stores; Waseda, the other leading

19, Herbert Passin. (1965), 1L2,
20, Ibid., 129,

17



:private.uniQersityg in certain newspapers and thefconstruction
industryo"zl | | |

An_examination of the educational background of our.sampie
.group tends to support the fact of the intérrelationship betwéen
success and the uhiversity from ﬁhich one has'taken‘a degree, Forty
(85,1%) of the forty-seven subjects in the samplé group attended a
university., Only two did not attend even a college, but these did
' attend middle school., Of the'forty who attended a univeﬂsity;‘twenty
(50%) attended the "Big Three" (Todai /Tokyo University/, Kyodai /Ryoto
Univeristx7, and Tokyo Cpmmefcial Céllege)0 O0f this number, sevéhteen
(36,2%) attended Tokyo University,

‘ In céntrasf'to the above figures we find that of the Liberal-
Demccratic Party hembership as_of 1962 seventy-four percent had
university educations and thirty-three percent were graduates of _Tokyo~
Uhiversity°22 In both instanées the leadership reflects a higher per-
centage of university and Tokyo University graduates than does iﬁe
party as a'wholeo |

A bfief analysis of the available statistics:withlrespect to
what &epartment‘%be subjects in the sample group received their degrees
“in demonstrates even further the cliquish and elitist nature of the
group, The three major areas of study proved to be 1éw,‘ecénomics, and
'political science, in that order, Eighteen (38.1%) of the leéders

graduated with degrees in law, nine (19.2%) graduated with degrees in

21, Ibid,, 13k.

22, TIbid., 17
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economics, and four (805%) with dégrees in government. A further
-breakdown of thé‘figureé reveals that, as might be expected,'the sta-
tistics favor Tokyo University. Nine of the eighteeﬁ'whc received law
degrees (50%) and four of the eight who received degrees in economics
(50%) recgived their degrees from Todai, These figures further attest
to the value of a degree from Tokyo Uhiversity to a membér of the party
‘leadership of Japan,

| As caﬁ be seen, the maiim»that a university'educétion in Japan
is the key to success in politics rings true and the corollary that a
degree from Tokyo University will insure a greater degrée of success in
politics also appears‘valid° The statistics also demonstrate the fact
that the leadership of the conservative Jépanese parties does indeed
reflect'tbe elite nature of the group.

In comparing the statistics on education between the Japanese ‘
elite group and the Chinese elite groups, oﬁe finds that the bulk of |
the elite groups have éttended universities, No one definite figufe
can be given for the Chinese elites because of the manner with which

the statistics were presented in the study of North and Pool in World

Revolutionary Elites. However, the statistics indicate that a great
many of the Chinese elite attended universitiés in China; Japan, and

in other nations, but because many‘individuals attended several uni-
versities in several nations, the statistics were noﬁadditive° To
illustrate this point, the statistics reveal that 5L.8% of the Communist
Central Committeé-attended either a Chinese University; a Cﬁinese mili-
tary school, or received a classical education; and 72,4% of the

Kuomintang Central Executive Committee received a similar education,
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At the same time 59,5% of the Central Committee of the CCP attended ﬁ |
universities in the.Soviet Union, in. contrast to 5.L% of the Central
Executive Committee of the KMT. Simple arithmetic shows that by adding
51,8% and 59.5% one arrives at a figure larger than 100% (54,.8% + 59.5% =
114,3%). Also, lloé% of the Central Committee of the CCP attended a
Japanése university or Japanese military school éompared to 26,1% of;
the CEC of the KMT, = |

Hence with respect to education all that'can be said about the
Chinese elite groups is that a greater preponderance of conéervafive
elites have received their universit&:education in China than théif |
Commuﬁist countérpartsc The majority of the Communist'leaders,on the
other hand, have attended universities in the Soviet Union, whereas
~only a small fraction of the conservative elite has attended Soviét
universities, Agailn, one disclaimer must be inserted to the effect
that the statistics compiled on the Chinese elite are quite dated and,
considering the changing world scene, one would eipect the figures
relating to leaders who attended Soviet universities to have changed
drastically. To conclude, it would appear that as is the case wiﬁh
the Japanese elite, a university education is impoftant to the
Chinese elites, but one cannot make the same correlétién bétween‘at-
tendance at a particular university or universities.and the incidence

of success in politics in China as one can make with respect to Japan.



CHAPTER .5
OCCUPATION AS A FACTOR

In analyzing the data with respeét to occupation, one im-
mediate ?roblem relates to the fact thaﬁ the source books-used to
gather information Qn-the subjects were in many instances‘sketcby. and
brief, This served to frustrate any attempt to gather peftinent infor-
mation on family background and occupational background, Thus ther;
was not enough material to atfempt to establish a meéningful constfuct'
.bf a selected leaderis_previous occupation, except in'thé~case of the
prominentvleaders, i;eo,Yoshida Shigeru and Kishi Nobdsuke° It there-
~ fore served no purpose to try to ascertain if the majority of the
leaders served in a particular occupation_prévious to and during World
War II,

In the sélection of data for this chapter one must consider
the occupation listed in Table 2 as the éecondary occupation of the
members of the sample. group, because it is quite cbvious that all of
the leaders are firsﬁly politicians or tbéy would not be found in the
sample group, In addition, many of theée men are businessmen to the
extent that they are the heads of corporations, orvserve on the boards
of directors of corporations., To add to the confusion, we might expect
that the information supplied in the directories was‘either-supplied
by the iﬁdividual himself or someone close to him, Thus, the occu=-
pational categories in the table below are not those of the author's

21



‘Table 2.

22

Occupations of Japanese Conservative Leaders.

Occupation i Number Percenta-ge. |
Politician 17 3602%
Businessman - 10 21,3
Lawyer 14,9
Pﬁblic Corporation 10,6
Executive : 7
Educator kb 8.5 .
" Diplomat 1 2,1
Writer 1 | 2.1
Minister 1 2,1
Farmer 1 2.1
TOTAL L7 100,0%
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determinétion, but-afe deSignaﬁed by the compilefs-df the personnél
diréctorieS'and are of the individual's own choosingq

In light of the information_sﬁpplied in Chapter 3 relating‘to
the educational background of the leaders, one would expect that a
preponderant number of the group would be lawyers, politicians or
businessmen, In fact, this is exactly the case, fér thirty-four (72,4%)
of the forty-seven ﬁembers are eﬁgaged in.these three occupations, as
| Table 2 illustrates, |
In comparing the careers of the Japanese elites with the
" careers of the Chinese elites, the one most glaring difference centers
around the fact that the Japanese elite do not hav§ military back-
-grounds, In fact, out of the random sample of forty-seven, not one
Japanese leader had a military career, in contrast to the fact that
35.6% of the Central Committee of the CCP Qere military'men, as were
37e2% of the Central Executive Committee of the KMT°23 This is not
surprising in lieu of the fact 'Ehat the military has never played an
important role in Japanese politicél parties. One must algo consider
“that -at their inception, both the KMT aﬁd the CCP were revolutionaryv‘
parties and had to rely on military strengths and skills to conduct
both a civil war and a defensive war against Japan, Therefore it is
nét surprising po:encouﬁter such a large percentage of Chinese elites
with military backgrounds. |

The statisties relatiﬁg to the.careers of the remainder'ofAthe

Chinese elite group do not deviate too shgrply from the statistics

23, Harold D, Lasswell and Daniel Lerner (1965), 3845,
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- pelating to the careers of the Japanese 1eadérship gléménto 45.5% bf,
‘the Central Committee of the CCP and 5c02z2¥ of the Central Ekgcutive._
Cormmittee of the KMT had careers in party organization as compared to
36,2% of the elite of the'Japanese<conservativé parties, A1l the -
; groups have roughly correspoﬁding'percentéges of members in the'fiélds
‘of education and journalismo

| To offset the lack of Japanese conservative elites with mili-
téry backgrounds in contrast to the Chiﬁgse eiitesg 21.3% of the
Japanese leaders are businessmen, This, as is fhe case with China's
large gfoup of military careerists, can be explainéd'ﬁecause of tﬁev

traditional close ties that exist between Japanese conservative po-

- 1litical parties and the Japanese business community, ‘However, in all

other respects there are no additicnal career or occupational differ-

ences between the Chinese elite groups and the Japanese elite,

o, . Thid.




CHAPTER 6
CONCLUSIONS

Based on an analysis of ‘age (date of birth), birth place3 
Aeducatioh and occupation of the members of a réndomly selected group
" of leaders of poét—war Japan's conservative parﬁiesy it would seem
that the most relevant factors are those pertaining to age énd educa= .
fion; With respect to the remaining factors of. birth place énd-oqéu-
patiOn; the statlstics reiating to ﬁbeéezlreasiéhiy support the view
that no one parﬁicular areg of the nation provides the greatest amount
of léaders ; nor does oné particular'occupationél grouping (with the
exCéption‘of those who classified themselves,as poliﬁidiaﬁs) take
precedence over énother grouping, To this extent'the occupational
backgrounds of the leéders are rel;fivelyAvariedf

The statistics relating ﬁd education and age provide the most
fe#ealing information and in the eﬁd support results publishea in 
" previous studies. These results verify the fact that ﬁhe‘politiéal
su@cess of conservative party leaders in Japan is directly related to
the educatiénal baquround of the individual. ‘To phrase it anoﬁher way,
an individual who has attained'a‘univeréity degfée§ qﬁite naturally,
woﬁld-have a more successful chance of entering the mainstream of
Japanese government and business, The more prestigious the univeréity
aﬁténded, Tokyo University Being thé pinnacle? the more likely the

. g
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probability thaﬁ one will have aagreater chaﬁce for éﬁécesso To -
' ,furﬁhér refine the‘analysis, if one‘has é degree from a particular
| départment of a particular university, ioéa,the Law Faculty of Tokyo
University, more opportunities for political success wiil.be available,
From the statistics obtained for this paper, one cannot determine if
this. phenomencn will continue. With respect to age as a viable cate-
gory fof analysis éf an elite group, the information obtained reveals-
the relative old age 6f the leadership of Jépan's conservative partie;o
' In the final analysis this study does not add any new infore
mation that previous leadership studies have not alréady disclosedo
With respect to the methodology employed in this work, it would seem
that the random sample technique reflects a fairiy accurate picture of
Japanese political conservative leadership. However, it must be
pointéd_out that the differences between the statistics gathered for
this work and the statistics compiled from previous studies can be afa
tributed to the random sample method of‘analysiéo The other studies
- utilized statistics based on entire groupings and thus more accurately
reflected the nature of that particular group. . |
| With respect to the relevancy of the methodology employed in
comparing statistics gathered from additional elite studies with
statistics relating to conservative Japanesé elements, it would appear
that the technique can prove gquite fruitful. However, ﬁanyAproblems
can arise through geographical differences, differences in both party
and goverﬁment structures and finally problems afise f:om the staleness
of.thé material related to the other studies, Unléss one is able to

compile a study of an elite group along the very same lines as similar
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comparative studies; it tends to be quite difficult tb—cérrelate the
statistics so thét the similarities and differences. can be noted with
" any degree of certitude. | |
‘Thus with_respect to the four factors {age, birth place, edu-
o éation'and occupation) utilized in this project, only tﬁrée"(ageg
educatiéns and with some.ﬁodification, occupation) could satisfactofily
be employed to compare Jﬁpanese conservative Léadership and the leaderu
- ghip elements of fhe Kuomingtang and the Chinesé Communist Party.

Even in this endeavor the reliability of the data can be called into |
question due to the relative age of the data rélating to the Chinese

elites,



NAME

Ando Masazumi
Akita Daisuke.
Arita Kiichi
Ashida Hitoshi
Funada Kyoji
Hashimoto Tomisaburo
Hayakawa Takashi
Hirabayashi Taichi
Hori Shigern
inaba Osamu
Ishida Hirohide

"~ Izumiyama Sanroku
Kano Hikokichi
Kato Takenori
Kaya Ckinori
Kishii Nobosuke
Kita Reikichi
Kitamura Togutaro

Kitazawa_Haokichi

THE RANDCM SAMPLE GROUP

APPENDTX A
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College

BIRTH BIRTH
DATE PLACE ‘_EDUCATION. QOCCUPATION
1876 Tokyo Todai -~ Politician
1906 Tokyo fodai Politician
1901 Hyogo Todai Businessman
1887 Kyobo Todai = Diplomat
1898  Tochigi : Todai Educator
1901 Ibaragi Waseda Politician
1916 Wakayama Todai Politician‘
IX  Yamanashi elem.  Politician
1901  Saga Chuo Educator
1909 Niigata Chuo Lawyer

1915 Akita Waseda  Writer
1896 Yamagata Todai Politician
1904  Yamagata Xyodai ~ Businessman
1915 Okayama Chuo Politician
1889 Hiroshima  Todal Pub, Corp, Exec,
1896 Yamaguéhi Todai  Politician
1885 Niigata Otani U. Educator
1886 Kyoto Kansei Businessman
1901  Ibaraki Tokyo Bus.Businessman



NAME

Kono Ichiro
.Kuarishi Tadao
Kusaba Ryuen
Matsunaga To
 Matsuno Koichi

| Miki Bukichi
Miyazawa Kiichi
Miki Takeo |
Moriyama Kinji

. Murakami Isamu
Nakano Shiro
Narahashi Wataru
Og#wa Hanji
Onoki Hidjiro
Oshitani Tomizo
Otsubo Yasuo
Sakomizu Hisatsune
Sése Shozo

- Shimazu Tadahiko
Sonoda Sunao
Tachibana Naoji
Takechi Yuki
Tanaka Isaji

Tomabechl Hidetoshi

BIRTH

BIRTH | : o

DATE PLACE EDUCATION OCCUPATION
18987 Kanagawa Waseda Agriculture
1900 Nagano Hosei U, Minister

1895 Yanagawa Otani ﬁo Politician

1887 Nagasaki Nihon U, Politician

1905  Akita Tedai Lawyer

188L  Kagawa Waseda Pelitician

1919 Hiroshima Todai Politician

1907 Tokushima Meiji U, Politician

1918 Tochigi Todai Pub, Corp, Exec.
1903 Oita Waseda  Pub, Corp, Exec.

XX Aichi XX Businessman
1902 Fukuoka Iyon U, Politician

1909 Ishikawa ‘Ritsu-~ Pub, Corp. Exec.
. : meikan

1895 Kyoto Jr. Coll, Businessman
1893 Shiga Kansei U, Businessman
1899 Saga Todai Lawyer

1962 Kagoshima  Todal Busineésman
1902 Chiba Hosei U, Lawyer

1899 Kagoshima  Seiken Businessman

Gakuen Col,

1913  Kumamoto Middle Agriculture
1908  Toyama Waseda  Politician
1894 'Ehime. Meiji U, Educator

1906 Hyogo Rigsumei- Lawyer

‘kan U,
1884  Fukui . Tokyo Sch.Educator

For, Lang,
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" YAME

. Tsutsumi Yasujiro
Uchida Tsuneo
Yoshida Shigeru

Yoshino Shinji

BIRTH BIRTH R )

DATE PLACE EDUCATION OCCUPATIQN

1889 Shiga Waseda Businessman

1907 . Yamanéshi Todai Pub, Corp. Execc‘
1879  Tokyo Todai Politician

1888 Politician

Miyagi Todai
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