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v v \ , ' ABSTRACT ' : V. ' : ,  ; :

; . ' This thesis1 examines the problems of directed cul
ture change, within the; context of the enculturating 
units found in five agricultural Japanese Communities.
The program of change studied was;'that implemented by 
the Allied forces from 1945-1952. Data were derived from * . 
two'ethnographic reports made prior to World War II and 
three; conducted: after the Occupation terminated. Village., 
studies from these two time periods (1930-1935 and 1950- :
. :1955)..:Were,• synthesised and compared for differences in the 
structure and function of social phenomena.

-. differences were examined and; their nature
determined, the observed changes were classified into eight 
mutually exclusive types. These were termed processes of 
change. In order to delimit the extent of change> it was 
deemed necessary to study the social elements which did . ' 
not experience any alteration, This entailed an investiga
tion of the processes which, allow a'culture to maintain and ' 
perpetuate itself., Most changes, noted involved various . 
kinds of modifications of former social patterns, rather 
than total acceptance of the enforced program. ' There were , 
two., major exceptions to this;. the; Allied sponsored land 
reform.and the(revisions of the educational system were 
accepted almost in toto. 7 ;

V' " . ' .viii . '



CHAPTER I

THE PROBLEM AND DEFINITION OF TERMS 

Introduction
Of all the problems current In Social Anthropology-, 

perhaps none has received as much attention as the study 
of culture change. It seems reasonable to assume that the 
nature and processes of this phenomenon could be discovered 
by using a number of alternative approaches. First, one 
could make a broad comparison of many instances of recorded 
change. Second, one might investigate detailed accounts of 
a few well-documented changes. A third possibility Is the 
lineal, or vertical, analysis through time of changes ob
served in the same universei This technique has beeen 
exemplified in such village studies as Tepoztlan and Chan 
Korn. The fourth way consists of a synthesis of the multiple 
ethnographies from one time zone compared with a synthesis 
of ethnographies from a later point in time, all of which 
derive from one Society.

To date, no one has attempted the fourth type of 
comparative analysis to obtain a broad view of the kinds 
of changes which occurred. Realization of this lack in 
anthropological literature stimulated a good deal of thought 
and discussion in a graduate seminar, which eventually led



to the application of the approach in this paper. Thus I 
proposed to take different, but comparable, universes at 
one time period and. synthesize; the ethnographic reports „
This synthesis would subsequently be compared to a second 
synthesis, which correlated ethnographic data from a 
later time period. The comparison of these two syntheses 
should indicate what changes took place, which is a neces
sary prerequisite to any study of culture change. Primary 
problems involved the search f;dr standards of comparison 
when conducting horizontal and vertical comparisons through 
time.

The Problem
Specifically, this paper addresses itself to the 

question: how does culture change? In order.to limit the 
scope of the question, it was decided to narrow to a specific 
instance of directed or enforced change. The next step was 
to settle upon a geographic region in which to study this 
phenomenon. Since Anglo and Hispanic peoples directed 
culture change programs all over the world during their 
periods of colonization, it became necessary to choose one 
specific locale. For reasons discussed later, Japan was 
selected as the area and its experience with the Allied 
Program as the subject for this particular study.

Further limitations were imposed as the problem be
gan to take shape. Because the investigation of all changes



resulting from the Allied Program was beyond the scope of 
this paper, my attention was focused on one segment of the 
Japanese population. The ethnographic record is such that 
the logical choice was rural Japan. Here there are studies 
made before and after the war on several different types of 
villages.; However, in order to make my descriptive units 
analytically comparable both in time (synchronically) and 
through time (diachronically), it was decided to use only 
those communities with an agricultural economic base. This 
eliminated the studies of villages with other subsistence 
bases, narrowing the field of investigation to the study 
of directed culture change in agricultural communities.

Research commenced on this project, but it soon 
became apparent that further restrictions were necessary.
If my work included the broad range of changes found in 
every aspect of rural life, then completion in my time 
limit would not be achieved. Therefore, the universe of my 
study was confined to those social units which are respon
sible for educating Japanese to become Japanese. Thus, the 
final statement of my problem came to be the study of 
directed culture change within the enculturatlng units of 
Japanese agricultural communities.

Why Japan?
Japan was selected for this study primarily for two 

reasons. The first of these has to do with the nature of
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the data. Here the ethnographic record has the time depth
necessary for the study of culture change. The two village 
•reports made prior to World War II at Suye Mura and Togo 
Mura offered a basis upon which comparisons could be made.
In addition, the Occupation (1945-1952) with its program, 
aims and techniques, was voluminously covered by the 
Statistics Section and other divisions of SOAP (Supreme 
Commander for the Allied Powers) arid General Headquarters. 
This extensive recording made it possible to obtain a good 
deal of information on the nature of the program for 
directed culture change and how it was devised and implemen
ted . Finally, the effectiveness, or results, of the Allied 
Program could be read in three post-occupation studies: 
Niiike, Kurusu and Suye Mura restudied. All of these 
factors made the Japanese material suitable for the study 
of culture change in the enculturating units.

The second reason Japan was chosen pertains to my 
own bias, I had previously read several ethnographies of 
Japan as well as general works on Japanese history; this 
knowledge played an undeniable role in developing the 
present problem. Therefore, the selection of this area is 
in part attributable to the nature of the data and in part 
to my previous studies. •

Definition of Terms
DIRECTED CULTURE CHANGE refers to a situation where



one society comes into Contact with another society and 
initiates a specified program of change. Each of these 
societies possesses its own set of orientations, customs 
and beliefs, but the contact is such that one society is 
dominant over the other. This dominance takes the form of 
political, economic, or military supremacy and, if necessary, 
sanctions may be applied to make the subordinate group eon- , 
form to the goals established in the program of change.

ENCULTURATION is the process through which an in
dividual learns to become a functioning member of his 
society. Although this experience continues through a 
life-time, it is more intensive in the individual's growing 
years. During this time, a child will learn the language 
of hfs people, the. patterns of etiquette which regulate 
behavior, the value and belief systems, and the social 
units within which he must function. In short, he learns 
the traditional practices and institutions preferred by his 
society toward which he must adjust his behavior. The child 
has little choice as to the content of what he learns or the 
mode of his instruction.

Later in life these have become "second nature" to 
the individual, permitting him to move freely within the 
range of behavior accepted by his people. It Is this phe
nomenon of allowing "most behavior to be carried on below 
the conscious level of thought" (Herskovits 19^8; 4l),



which Herskovits felt was so characteristic of enculturation„ 
When ah individual reaches adulthood, the nature of his 
enculturative experience changesj not only is it more 
sporadic, but the Individual plays an active role. That is, 
the adult .member of a group normally contacts new roles and 
other forms of behavior derived from outside the universe 
in which he has lived. He must consciously decide whether 
or not these new ideas, techniques, customs, or whatever 
are acceptable; if they are, he must modify his former 
practices. According to Herskovits, the significance of 
this learning experience is that "the enculturation of the 
individual in the early years of life is the prime mechanism 
making for cultural stability, while the process, as it is 
operative on more mature folk, is highly important in induc
ing change" (Ibid; 40).

In order to study this general process of encultura- 
tion within the ethnographic record, five principal areas 
of its activity have been delineated for the purposes of 
this paper; education, kinship, age-classes, co-residence,. 
and sodalities. "

One feature> found in some societies, of the process 
of enculturation, is the formal schooling of children, or 
EDUCATION. Here formal schooling refers to an educational 
system provided to teach children with trained teachers, 
class rooms, and a curriculum emphasizing the values and



knowledge recognized as being Important for the members of 
a given society„

KINSHIP is a term designating social relationships 
determined either by descent or marriage. . In Japan, one 
traces lineage through the father and for the eldest son, 
there is the practice of patrilocal residence„ Relatives 
by marriage (affines) retain contact with their consanguine 
family in case of weddings, funerals, or natural emergencies 
such as flood or fire. For the purposes of this paper, kin
ship will be used in a collective sense, including three 
basic types of relationships; ties which relate single per
sons to each other; ties which relate one or more persons 
to a group; and ties which relate households to each other 
(Beardsley et_al. 1959; 269)• Any one, or all of these re
lationships, may be established on the basis of real or 
imitated (fictive) kinship. In the latter .case, there is 
no true blood relationship, although kinship right's and 
duties are observed. For example, in rural Japan there is 
the practice of a main house "setting up branch houses. The 
heads of these daughter households may be either real or 
adopted sons, or an individual not related to the main house 
at all. In either instance, both types of daughter houses 
use the same kinship terms and follow the same rules of 
behavior.

AGE-CLASSES are used by societies to group persons



of the same age. together„ Ideally, these age-grades are 
marked.by beginning and tertolnatlng ceremonies and are 
mutually exclusivej that is, a person can never belong to 
more than one at a time. Through an individual6s life-time, 
there is a normal progression from one age-grade to the next. 
Each is a recognized social status and is characterized by 
particular kinds, of behavior, assbelated with certain privi
leges and responsibilities,

00-RESIDENCE refers to social units established on 
the basis of residence patterns. Rural communities in Japan 
have two levels of organization. First is the buraku, or 
hamlet. The buraku consists of a group of 20-30 households; 
a number of these buraku grouped together is a village, 
called by the Japanese either mura or son. Within the 
buraku, there are a number of smaller social units, whose 
membership is determined by the locality of the household 
and whose functions Involve co-operative activities.

A SODALITY is a term referring to a voluntary asso
ciation group. Besides choice of membership, Japanese so
dalities have additional criteria; age, sex and occupation. 
The first type of sodality is that for occupational special
ists; any individual devoting time to this specialty may 
belong. Thus, there are sodalities for farmers, manufac
turers, livestock breeders and serlculturalists, to mention 
but a few. The second - type of sodality grants services to



the community, such as the Irrigation Associations or the 
Firebrigaete „ However, to qualify for the former, : one must 
be a househead and a farmer„ In the latter instance, one 
must be male and fall between certain ages„ Membership in 
the third type of sodality is determined by both age and 
sex; these include the youth associations and the women's 
club. All of these are sodalities in the true sense of the 
term and anyone fulfilling the age, sex and occupational 
criteria may belong.

Some•authors would not regard sodalities as social 
units with an enculfeurative function. Rather, they would . 
argue that sodalities form a means to integrate social life 
by bringing together persons, with common interests and 
problems, who might otherwise not be joined by kinship, age, 
or residence ties. Indeed, this argument is justifiable. 
However, I feel that Japanese sodalities also serve an en- 
culturatlve role. This statement is made for two reasons. 
First, it is often as a member of a sodality that a young 
or adult person meets the new ideas, techniques, or customs 
introduced to his society. In this same capacity, he may 
be required to decide whether or not he will accept these 
innovations. Secondly, the functions of Japanese sodalities 
are so diverse that in one community they, may perform a func
tion fulfilled by a co-resident or kinship unit in another 
community. Thus, because sodalities keep their membership
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abreast with new developments and perform such a wide, range, 
of functions, they will be considered as social units pos
sessing ah enculturatlvg as well as an Integrative function.

Method of Treatment; ; . . • A  • !’ ,
With this paper rs central problem def ined as the 

analysis of directed culture change In the enculturating 
units of agricultural communities,-the description of three 
factors was essential. First, one must know what the en- 
culturatlve system was like before the program for change 
was Initiated. Second, the nature of this program must be 
understood, particularly with regard to the proposed changes 
in enculturation. Further, it was deemed necessary to note 
the goals of this program, how it was implemented and through 
what auspices. Third, one must know what the enculturative 
units were like after the program for change was terminated. 
In this way, the results of the enforced change could be 
observed.

To meet these three requirements, the thesis was 
organized in the following fashion.

The second chapter will be devoted to a description 
of the structure and function of the enculturating units in 
Japan from 1930 to 1935- The method used to establish the 
baseline will consist of a description of the formal and 
Informal schooling of children. Under the general category 
of formal schooling falls the educational system. Special



consideration will be made of this institutionalized encul- 
turative mechanism to determine the knowledge and behavior 
inculcated in Japanese children on a national scale. Topi
cally, the informal schooling of children in Japanese 
traditions and practices.is covered in;kinship, age-grades, 
co-residence and sodalities. From this description, we 
shall see the broad picture of what the enculturative units 
are, how they are structured and what they do.

The next chapter describes in detail the program 
and techniques used by the Allies in an attempt to change 
the traditional enculturative units. Categorically, this 
data will be presented according to the planned educational, 
civil, political and economic reforms. This study by no 
means constitutes a definitive analysis of the Occupationj 
it concerns itself.only with those aspects of the Allied 
Program dealing directly, with the process of eneulturation.

Chapter IV is much like Chapter II. The enculturat- 
ing units df Japan between 1950 and 1955, will be delineated 
in terms of their structure and function. The ethnographic 
record upon which this synthesis is based derives from three 
community studies conducted after the Occupation ended in 
1952. To avoid repetition, the ethnographic detail covers 
changes or variations'since the time of the Baseline, twenty 
years before. Where similar structure and function of en- 
culturating units Were found, reference will be made to the
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material in.Chapter II.

In Chapter V is included the presentation of a.the
oretical framework for the analysis of change, plus the 
actual analysis of observed changes„ The. two synthesized 
models of enculturation established in Chapters II and IV 
will be compared to determine the nature and types of 
changes which have occurred.

The final chapter-presents a summary of the pro
cesses of change, maintenance and growth delimited during 
the course of my analysis. Next, the theoretical model and 
the results obtained through its use will be evaluated. 
Mention will be hade of a.number of problems encountered 
during the comparative analysis of the agricultural com
munities. This chapter will end with a section, of specula
tions and remarks as to what kinds of information would be 
necessary to facilitate- such comparative studies in the 
future.



CHAPTER IT 

THE BASELINE

The ethnographic data used to describe the Baseline
derites, from two primary sources— Suye Mura, by John E,
Embree and Togo Mura, by Hideo Nishiklori. The former was
studied from November, 1935, to November, 1936. Embree's
work was made possible by a grant from the Social Science
Research Committee of the University, of Chicago. The
purpose of his study was:

an attempt to present an integrated social study of 
a peasant village in Japan. . While Suye Mura, the 
village described5 cannot be claimed to represent all 
rural Japan, it is representative in many respects 
(Embree 1939: xv).

Suye Mura is centrally located on Japan's southern-most
island, Kyushu (Pig. 1, p; 14).

Togo Mura was studied by a Japanese research team 
under the direction of Professor Shioshi Nasu of the De
partment of Agriculture and•Forestry. Money for this ■ 
research was granted by this department for a survey of 
agricultural practices in northern Japan. Togo Mura is 
situated on the eastern extent of the Shonai plain about 1 
ri (2.44 miles) from the Japanese Sea. It is in the Yamagata 
Prefecture of northern HonshQ (Pig. 1, p. 14). The survey 
of this mura was made in a two-week period in 1930; it was
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revisited in. 193̂ ; Heading the. research team was Hideo 
Nishikiori, who was largely responsible for writing and 
collating the materials gathered on Tog5 Mura. In 1936, 
Toshio Sano, Embree1s interpreter, translated the work 
into English and Embree annotated the paper, particularly 
with reference to his own work at Suye Mura,

EDUCATION ''

Historical Perspective :■ :
Since the Meiji Restoration in 1868, Japanese edu

cation has been sponsored and controlled by the State. 
Actually, the modern system dates from the Educational Code 
of 1872, which called fdr the immediate formation of a. 
broad network of schools patterned after the French school
ing system and four years of compulsory education. Although 
this ambitious plan Was modified in its application through 
time, nonetheless, it served as a goal for Japanese educa
tors until the turn of the century.

In 1890, the Emperor Meiji issued the Imperial 
Rescript on Education which acknowledged first that all 
authority is derived from a divine origin and belongs to 
the Imperial Family in an unbroken line of descent; second, 
it established an ethical code of behavior based on Con- 
fucian concepts of social rights and obligations. The 
general phraseology and vagueness of the Imperial Rescript
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made it possible for the militaristic leaders of Japan to 
use it in their policy of ultranationalism, .Re-interpreta
tions of the Rescript were made in 1931* 1937 and 1941.

These interpretations were characterized by a doctrine 
of the total subservience of the individual to the 
State, by a belief in the divine mission of Japan in 
East Asia and the rest of the World, and by an admira
tion of and proficiency in the military arts (Hall 
1949a: -35)Y

However, the basic policy of using education as a tool for 
the systematic training of the masses in the virtues, 
morality and discipline of good citizens continued until 
the Allied forces took over the administration of Japan,
This philosophy had its roots in Meiji1s Imperial Rescript
of 1890. ' :t'.. / ;v;: ; v - -y 1 >

School System (1930-1935)
Heading the school system of Japan was the Ministry 

of Education (Mombusho), which was established in 187I.
The Minister of Education was appointed and charged with 
the organization and control of the educational system in 
matters related to art, science, religion and literature. 
Under the direction of the Minister and Vice-Minister were 
eight permanent educational bureaus: Higher Education, 
General Education, Technical Education, School Books, Social 
Education, Educational Reform (Thought Control), Religion, 
and Educational Research. Although the composition of the 
bureaus might change, their duties remained constant:
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. . „ the establishment of overfall policy| the devel" 
opment of oui’rloula; the . licensing of teachers | the 
compilation and publication of textbooks; the direct 
inspection, supervision and administration of schools 

• .above the elementary level and the indirect super
vision of school at the elementary level through the 
prefectural educational officials; the conducting of 

. research; the allocation of educational funds; and the 
supervision of a considerable number of concomitant 
matters relating to art, science, religion and litera
ture (ibid: 36),

Under the Mombush.5 was the Japanese school system
■ Itself , composed of four principal sections;. Elementary or
Primary Education, Secondary Education (The Middle School),
Higher Education (Universities), and Special Education. At'
each level of education were multiple types of schools,
including institutions for students of different sex, status

1 ■ - ’ - j \ - -
and specialty. By March of 1934, Japan had a total of 
45,903 schools. Attending these Institutions were 
13*760,200 pupils (.Keenleyside and Thomas 1937s 147). Ac
cording to Keenleyside and Thomas, there were at least 
270,400 teachers in these schools, exclusive of the faculties 
in Normal Schools and other institutions (Ibid: 173*178,211 
& 222).

Curriculum Content
The Japanese citizen was educated under the.adminis

trative machinery of the Mombusho. For the study of en- 
culturatioh, it is important to examine what Japanese 
children were taught and what techniques of instruction 
were used.
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As was mentioned previously, the basic tenets of

Japanfs educational philosophy supported the subject’s 
unquestioned loyalty to the Emperor and his recognition of 
obligations and duties to the State and his fellow subjects 
The educational system supported three philosophical prin
ciples: kodo, the ”Imperial.Way"j Shinto, "The Way of the 
Gods"j and kokutai, the "national polity„"

Kodo, or the "Imperial Way," was a political philo
sophy based upon four primary concepts.; first, the origins 
of the Japanese nation and her people are divinej second, 
the Japanese people are endowed as the superior race; third 
the Japanese have divine leadership in the form of the 
Emperor who is a direct descendant of the Gods (a Shinto 
belief), and is respected as the Father of the Japanese 
people (Confucian); finally, Japan has a divine mission, 
to bring the benevolent rule of the Emperor to the less 
fortunate people of the world (Hall 1949b; 105-6).

Kodo is irrevocably intermingled with the tenets 
of Shinto, "The Way of. the Gods." Shintoism had a long and 
tumultuous history in Japan and by the 1930’s represented 
a unique blend of many factors. Confucian ethics contrib
uted the basic concepts of filial piety and loyalty; a 
number of virtues and the means of their cultivation were 
derived from Buddhism; bushidO, "The Way of the Warrior," 
offered a code of behavior; and native Shinto presented
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myths and rites for divine origin through kami. In order 
briefly to characterize Shinto, Holtom's tripartite classi
fication 'of. 193.8 will be followed (see Hall 1949b: 123-l6l, 
for further details. "Primitive animism" consists of the 
belief in a pantheon of kami (a word meaning anything above 
oneself), loosely translated as "gods." Shusha. or Kyoha 
Shinto refers to the practices of the thirteen recognized 
Shinto sects. The last of Holtom’s divisions- was State 
Shinto (Kokka Shinto), sometimes called Shrine Shinto 
(Jinja Shinto)j it was this portion of Shinto belief that 
the government claimed was not a religion, although it 
fostered filial reverence toward the Imperial family and 
the nation*s heros. It was interpreted as an obligation to 
the Father of the nation, an act of loyalty and patriotism. 
In addition to Holtom’s classification there was a fourth 
division of Shintoism--Dai Toa Senso--which was what the 
Occidental World believed Shintoism to be. This was the 
militaristic goal of Japan’s Divine Mission to bring all 
the world under the roof of the Emperor's reign. In actu
ality, this Interpretation more closely approximates what 
the Japanese call kokutai, or the "national polity."

The full exposition of kokutai appeared in 1937, 
when the Mombusho published Kokutai Ho Hongi, the "Cardinal 
Principles of:-the National Entity. " Elements from both 
kodo and Shinto are readily apparent and intimately
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interwoven with the basic themes of kokutai. First is the 
concept of the Emperor as the descendant of the gods; he 
is august and inviolate (Hall 1949a: 71). Second, the 
people of Japan respond to the Emperor, neither because of 
duty nor submlsslyeness, “but (because of) the welling mani
festations of the heart and . . „ the spontaneous obedience 
of deep faith towards his majesty11 (Hall 1949b: 172). At 
once, it is the relationship of a human to a kami and a. 
child to his father (Hall 1949a? 90). This brings to light 
a third basis theme of kokutai, the importance of the family.' 
The whole structure of these axioms is founded on the basis 
of the household and the parent-child relationship, which, 
in extension, is the basis for the position*of the sovereign 
to his subjects (ibid: 143).

As Kokutai No Hongi was published under the auspices 
of the Mombushd, its brief comments on the role of education 
are important. Education was regarded as the guidance in, 
and the practice of, the Way (kddo).

Our education for one thing, comprises the spirit of 
' guarding and maintaining the prosperity of the Imperial 
Throne by following the august spirit manifest in the 
founding of the Empire in keeping with our national 
entity. It is a rearing .of people manifesting the Way 
of our nation. ' "

Education must be such that it treats knowledge and 
practice as one. Education that lays one-sided empha
sis on knowledge and lacks in practical application by 
the people is in contradiction to the true aim of our 
nation’s education (ibid: 155-6).

Furthermore, education was an"integral part of an
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administration sanctioned by religious beliefs.

The Emperors hand over the august injunctions of the 
Imperial Ancestors, and thereby make clear, the great 
principle of the nation and the great Way which the 
people should follow„ Here lies the basic principle 
of our education. Wherefore, education too is in 
essence united with the religious rites and government. 
In short, religious rites, government and education, 
each fulfilling its function, are entirely one (ibid:

- 75) . ■■■ ■; .
These,three philosophical views, kodo, Shinto and 

kokutai formed the corpus of all courses in Japan»s schools. 
Each student was drilled in the Japanese language and in 
these three Imperial concepts so that they might become 
second nature to the individual„

Now let us turn to a more specific breakdown of the 
curriculum in Japanese schools. In the Kindergarten and 
Day Nurseries, there was no organized teaching with speci
fic texts andtpresoribed curriculum. Rather, children 
spent eight hours singing, playing games, receiving manual 
training, out-door play and the like. Often they were 
started on the kata-kana alphabet, although this was not 
always the case. In terms of the overall educational 
system, these youngsters between three and six years of age 
were given recreation, amusement and general preparation 
for attending, the Elementary Schools (Keenleyslde and Thomas 
1937: 168).

In the Elementary School (jingo sho gakko), children 
received the six-year course of compulsory education. The



nation averages about 9.52 teachers in each of these schools 
with each teacher- responsible for about 45 students (Ibid: 
187)o According to the Mombusho, elementary education was 
to cultivate loyal citizens. Primary emphasis was placed 
on unquestioned loyalty to the Emperor and the State, sup
plemented by lessons on the propriety of obedience, fulfill
ment of obligations and filial piety, and the inculcation 
of discipline and virtue.

With these goals in mind, the Mombusho established 
a curriculum which focused on teaching Japanese, Morals (or 
Shushin), arithmetic, gymnastics, and manual training. , 
During the last two years of compulsory education, children 
encountered geography, Science and Japanese Mistoryj all 
heavily embued with the national spirit to make children 
conscious of the honor of being Japanese (Ibid: 176-86).
Of greatest importance to the study of. enculturation, was 
the teaching of..Shushin, the course in Japanese morals 
which supplemented, in a general way, all that was incul
cated in a child before he entered school. Shushin was 
taught through textbooks issued by the Mombusho, one for 
each year of compulsory education. Accompanying the 
textbooks was a Teacher's Manual, which stated the official 
"objective" of each lesson and had cross-references to other 
lessons stressing similar points. Furthermore, each lesson 
was coupled with a list of important points covered in the
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lesson which were to be accentuated during the course of 
its presentation. Each of these lessons painted a picture 
of what the student was to learn; the text was drawn from 
the experience of the child or it derived from stories about 
Japanese history (Hail 1949ct 82-212).

Education on the Secondary level continued from the 
foundations laid in Elementary education; Middle Schools 
offered a program preparatory for entrance into the higher 
schools. The duration of Middle Schools was five years 
and they were attended by youngsters between the ages of 
thirteen and eighteen.. • The stated purpose of the Middle 
School was "to give male (and female) pupils a good general 
education of a rather high standard and to foster the spirit 
of national morality" (Keenleyslde and Thomas 1937$ 193). 
Each class averaged about 45"students, although this figure 
varied greatly from school to school. Two primary addi
tions were made to the curriculum— study of a foreign 
language and fully organized military training. English 
was chosen, as the foreign language 90$ of the time (Ibid: 
201). Military training was organized by the Department 
of War and instruct6rs were provided who gave five hours of 
training each week to every class. Young men.received 
squad dr 11-1 > target practice, bayonet-fighting, and lessons 
in the use of armament. Accompanying the.practice lessons 
were lectures and demonstrations (Ibid: 199-201).
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After the Middle Schools were the Higher Schoolsj 

these were only for Japanese men who entered at an average 
age of 18-19. There were two possible courses of study-- 
1iterature and science. At least one foreign language was 
covered in each, although most students included two. It 
was also possible to take psychology, logic, economics, and 
minerology, as well as specialties in the arts (literature) 
and sciences (biology, chemistry, physics, etc.).

Following the Higher Schools were-the Universities, 
Technical Institutes, and the Normal Schools. Students 
followed their own interests and picked among various 
Faculties? Law, Medicine, Literature, Science, Agriculture, 
and Economics (Ibid? 269)» Although not of the same social 
and economic status^ the Technical Institutes offered 
terminal training courses in technical fields. The Normal 
Schools had the responsibility of training young men and 
women for teaching in the elementary and secondary schools. 
The course of their education centered upon teaching Shushin, 
History, Geography, Science and so forth. The courses 
which they received were advanced training in the under
standing and explanation of kodo, Shinto and kokutai.

For the study of enCulturation, the importance of 
formal schooling was that it supplemented and supported the 
teachings of the family, plus giving the student a general 
education in the virtues of Japan and her people. The
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imperialistic tendencies of teaching were not recognized 
either by student or teacher; the Divine Origin and 
Characteristics of the Japanese people and their Divine 
Leadership and Mission in the world were regarded as an 
integral part of Japanese life. Thus, the government was 
able to align its forces with those of religion and educa
tion to mold loyal subjects who were honored to be citizens 
of Japan and would fulfill their obligations to the State 
and their fellow subjects.

Education at Suye Mura and Togo Mura
The educational facilities present at Suye Mura in

cluded the six-year compulsory Ordinary Elementary School; 
the two-year Higher. Elementary School; and the Young People61 s 
Continuation School, which was part-time, meeting in the 
evenings and on mura rest days (Embree 1939: 65). There 
were two frame buildings at Suye which housed the various 
levels of education; they were attended by all school-age. 
children of the mura (the whole village). Comparatively,
Togo Mura had more physical plant than Suye and, according 
to Embree1s annotated comments, Togo's schools were more 
extensively equipped. Togo had an Elementary School with 
two additional branches in various buraku (hamlets). Also, 
there was a Higher Elementary School, with an attached 
Continuation School (Nishikiori 1945s 78, 81-2). The dis
crepancy in the number and size of schools between these



two mura Is; attributable to Tog5's larger population.
Suye had a schoolmaster and ten teachers, of which 

three were women. Although exact figures were not presented, 
Embree says there were about 300 children in the Ordinary 
Elementary School and that close to 60$ continued In the 
Higher Elementary School. Therefore, there would be an 
extrapolated total of about 360 students in the school 
system at Suye (Embree 1939s 65)= Togo had a total of 14 
teachers and one schoolmaster for 572 pupils (Nishikiori 
1945s 81).

Little information was given as to the curriculum 
and course content of the schools at Togo and Suye.
Nishikiori does not present any data regarding what the 
children were taught; Embree’s Information is general (193-9: 
184-93). _ Suye? s schoolmaster tried to fulfill the 
Mombushofs curriculum requirements and varied "from the 
sacred word of the department only on the side of greater 
nationalism" (Ibid: 187). Embree characterizes education 
at Suye, stating that

.while occasionally people are shown the virtue of 
/: initiative and leadership^ they are more often shown 
the virtues of co-operation and the good but mediocre 
child is heId out to be superior to the bad but
brilliant one (Ibid: 185).

One finds a close correlation between what Embree 
says about Buyers education, and the curriculum outlined by 
the Mombusho. Primarily, the younger children are taught



Japanese, arithmetic, singing and drawing. As they reach 7 
higher grades, "some geography, history and general science 
find their way into the7ourrieiilum̂  ̂but the major part of 
the child*s time is taken up with writing, singing and 
ethics (Shushin)" (Ibid: 188)7 Thus, I shall make the as
sumption that the teachers and -the educational officials at 
Suye and Togo closely followed the dictates of the Mombusho, 
adhering to the rigidly prescribed curriculum of the national 
educational system.

For this study of enculturation, it is important to 
note that Japanese educators were acutely aware of the im
portance of the family and that formal schooling must supple
ment the teachings of the family.

Japan has always believed that the source of the child**s 
education is the home. This principle is cherished in 
their family system, which the Japanese consider the 
rock on'which their national character, strength, and 
security are founded. The concept of the Emperor as 
the father of the nation and of the family centered in 
the Imperial House is a fundamental tenet of the Japa
nese people. It gives them faith in their State, and 
therefore in themselves (Keen leys Me and Thomas 19371 
288). . . : _ ';7„ . . : . ' ■

By the 1920's, Japanese educators became aware of the fact 
that the educational system itself was inadvertently threat
ening the structure of the family. To counter this trend, 
the Mombusho inaugurated a program "to reinstate the family 
in the revered position it had traditionally held" (Ibid: . 
289). Additionally, this department started
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■ to take stock of the home, and as far as "possible, 
help parents to assess their responsibilities anew.
It has consequently planned to reinstate in their 
former place of honor those nationally healthy customs 
associated with home-life, and to improve family life 
so that it might not become corrupt in its endeavors 
to adapt itself to the rapidly, evolving civilization 
in Japan (Ibid: 290).

This unique plan to adjust relationships between 
generations and re-establish the child's' education.in the 
home was well enforced by the early 1930's when Togo and 
-Suye were studied, Embree reported this phenomenon at 
Suye, where parents annually went to the schools, sat in 
on classes, and discussed problems with the teachers (1939s 
189).. Thus, the Mombusho -sought in some measure to closely 
align the enculturative efforts of the national school sys
tem with those of individual households.

KINSHIP

Structure of the Family and Household
Ideally, the Japanese family is composed of the 

father, as househead; his wife; their eldest son and1 his 
wife and children; any unmarried.siblings of the eldest son; 
and the retired parents of the househead, if still living. 
Thus the basic family unit includes at least two generations 
and frequently more. In addition, there may be a number of 
other individuals living with the househead and his family; 
these persons are incorporated under the term "household." 
This might consist of servants, permanent laboring hands.
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or kin relatives of the househead, such as divorced sib
lings who have returned to live with their , consanguine 
family until they are remarried.

At Suye in 1933, the population was 1,663 and the 
koseki gives a total of 285 households (Embree 1939: 68). 
The figures given by Nishikiori place Togo1s population at 
3,401 divided among 511 households (1945: 11). Not only 
was the population at Togo twice as large as that at Suye, 
but there was an average of one more person per family. 
These figures derive from nearly comparable years--1930 
at Togo and 1933 at Suye„

Structure of the Extended Family ,
The Japanese extended family (Dozoku-dan) includes 

the household plus a larger group of consanguine relatives 
living away from the house. "This, extended- family consists 
of male members of the house and children of the master who 
are married or adopted outside of the family" (Embree 1939: 
79). This social unit congregates for the marriage or fu
neral of one of their members..

When members of the same Dozoku-dan live near one 
another, they may form co-operativd groups, either for, 
agricultural labor (kattari) or help (tetsudal) in build
ing houses or repairing roofs. The structure of the ex
tended family in geographical proximity includes the senior 
household . (honks) and one or more junior■branches (bunke).
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These households may be related either by blood or by
service. The Junior branch (bunke) has an obligation (on)
to the honki for creating its existence. This on binds the
two for an indefinite period of time.

Enculturation and the Roles of Family Members
The family system in Japan is patrilineal in pattern, 

and follows the rules of primogeniture. The eldest son in
herits his father's position and estate and when he marries 
his bride comes to live with his household. This adds an 
element of patriloeal residence for the eldest son and his 
family. With the frequent incidence of adoption, Embree 
states that matrilineage is often practiced also (1939: 85).

According to Spier’s classification, Japanese, 
kinship is Eskimo with descent reckoned - bilaterally. Cate
gories of kin are recognized with referential terms closely 
approximating the American terminological system, except 
for the distinction between elder and younger siblings in 
ego’s generation (Befu and Norbeck 1958: 67). Japanese 
terras of address and reference offer more variety than 
their American correlates. Choice of alternative terms 
"depends upon considerations of relative social status, 
degree of intimacy of speaker and addressee, patterns of 
authority applying between relatives and the formality of 
the occasion" (Ibid: 83). In addition, Japanese kinship 
terminology reflects the Importance of relative status with
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reference to age and generation and the relative lack of 
emphasis on sexual differentiation. Finally, "the im
portance of familial ties and the status of the household 
is a closely integrated unit to which the. individual is ■ 
subordinated is reflected in both customs of address and 
reference” (ibid: 84).

The various roles of individual family members -were 
well delineated in prewar Japan. The househead (Koshu) was 
the final authority within the familyj his status was marked 
by a respect relationship on the part of other members in 
the household. The koshu was first to be served food and 
drink, the first to enter: the baths, and one of the last 
to rise in the morning. All property and income were owned 
by him and he would dispense money to others as he saw fit, 
(imbree 19451 153). The househead represented his family 
in dealings with outsiders, the village (mura), and the 
national government. However, in Ideal affairs, any house
hold member could act as the koshut s deputy. His rights 
were balanced with heavy obligations, for he was personally 
responsible for the continued prosperity and well-being of 
the household and its various members.

The master’s wife looked after the details of 
running the household. She was charged with the responsi
bility of the family budget, doing the shopping, caring for 
fringe members and meeting the children’s needs, With her ■
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husband8s approval, the mistress carried out important family 
matters like seeing that the children attended elementary ; 
school for their .compulsory education and contacting the go- 
between to make marriage arrangements. Assisted by her 
unmarried daughters and her daughter-in-law, if they, existed, 
the master’s wife did all the domestic work. A wife was 
brought into the household to bear children and maintain the 
house.. : : - -,'■ - : - i ... . V

The head couple's eldest son was heir to his father1s 
headship with all its obligations and rights. Normally, he 
was trained in his father's occupation and taught filial 
reverence for his family8s ancestors. His superior status 
was learned early in life and he was expected to assume in
creasing responsibilities for family affairs. Younger male 
siblings had to obey him as they would their father. How
ever, his younger brothers lived more freely and could 
leave home for educational and professional opportunities 
(Ibid: 154).

Daughters held the lowest family rank. Early in 
life they were made aware of their status and learned atti
tudes of respect for their parents.and male siblings of any 
age. They were taught the domestic arts, propriety, and 
the importance of health and diligence. Such training was 
oriented toward preparing these girls to be dutiful wives 
and responsible mothers. For the most part, girls left the



; ; , .  ̂ ' . ' . 33
buraku when they married, usually to live in another mura,
As members of the extended family, they retained contact 
with their original family and returned for weddings, 
funerals, or in. the case of emergency„

Scattered prewar information exists as to how these 
roles were engaged in the enculturatiOn process„ Togo Mura 
contained no information about relations of kin and their 
role in teaching youngsters to become Japanese. Embree 
does include some data, although there is little detail on 
participation and who does what with regard to child rearing 

When a child was born he became the focal point of 
the household. He received attention whenever he cried and 
could drink at his mother's breasts at any time. Constantly 
members of the family would! cuddle, fondle, and rock the 
child (Embree 1939• 184). When the infant was three days 
old, a naming ceremony was held. Attending this celebra
tion were the go-between who arranged the couple’s marriage, 
the midwife who delivered the baby, and- close friends and 
relatives of the new parents. Following this occasion, the 
father went to the mura office and recorded the name and 
sex of the child.

A baby's right to be the center of attention lapsed 
with the arrival of another infant. At this time, the child 
was turned over to an older sibling who watched after the 
baby and carried him oh his back. Young boys as well as
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girls served as nursemaids for their younger brothers and 
sisters« When the child eried at that time he might not be 
listened to, and there was a period of rapid weaning. Often 
this resulted.in,temper tantrums which were recurrent for 
several.weeks. Then the child became acquainted with other 
children and soon was outside playing near the Buraku dd-- 
a smaill wooden encasement housing a Buddhist diety. •

Primarily, the children's education came from their 
mother (Ibid: 185). They learned not through discipline 
but by patiently and endlessly repeated instruction. This 
technique of ̂Imitative -learning Was directed toward teaching 
each child his obligations and rights and what he.might 
expect from others. Emphasis was: placed on good health, 
co-operation, propriety, and respect for one's elders. .
Young males received preferential treatment, particularly 
the oldest boy. Also they learned earlier about sex than 
did girls. A young boy's mother might play with his 
genitals while comforting him, and he slept in his parents' 
bedroom. •

When a number of children in the community had 
reached age six, all of them went to the Shinto shrine for 
a short ritual. The priest gave a talk expounding on the 
virtue and greatness of Japan, the Emperor, and the gods.
At the conclusion of his talk, each child was presented with 
a copy of his first book in Shushin. This short ceremony
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marked the arrival of a child at compulsory school-age. 
Hereafter, for six or more years, he attended school in his 
student's black uniform.

At this time, an important phase of the child’s 
enculturation closed. During the first six years of his 
life, the child’s family had inculcated in him the values 
and practices of behavior which' laid the foundations for 
the activity of other forms of enculturation. The primary 
place of the family was supplemented with formal schooling, 
age-classes, and sodalities, each bringing new forces to 
bear on the molding of Japanese children.

. AGE-GRADES

Structure and Function :
In rural'Japanese society> one may isolate six 

primary groupings.made upon the basis of age. Of these, 
only one had a formalized structure --the youth associationsj 
the others were recognized as Informal groupings of individ
uals into certain age-grades (donen) from which one might 
expect particular kinds of behavior. As age forms an im
portant criterion upon which different associations are 
formed, let us briefly review the elements involved in each 
of the six donen.

Infancy was the first recognized donen. It included 
all infants from the time of their birth to their visit to
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the Shinto shrine at the approximate age of one month. Boys 
were, taken after the passage of 31 days and. girls after 33° 
This time span also marked the end of the mother's restric
tion period because of the pollution incurred during child
birth.

The second age-grade consisted of all children from 
the end of infancy to age six. During this period, Children 
belonged, to two primary social units, their family and a 
playing group, ks members of the household, children re
ceived instruction from their mothers. After learning to 
walk and run, children participated in a second social 
unit--the neighborhood playing group. Usually, these units 
were formed along buraku lines bringing boys and girls who 
lived in close proximity to play at the buraku do. Here , 
youngsters became closer friends with their cousins and 
non-related children than with their own siblings. These 
early friendships were the foundations for the four remain
ing donen. ; . ;

The third age-grade included all children attending 
school, whether of elementary school or university age. 
Formally, the status of student was marked by the wearing of 
uniforms. Membership in this age-grade varied according to 
the number of years a child stayed in school. Six years of 
attendance was required and further participation in the 
national school system rested on the sex and status of the



child within the family and the economic well-being of his 
or her household.

School-age children,formed close ties with their 
classmates and generally, these associations followed lines 
of sex. Of;particular importance were the age-groups 
formed by boys„ The practices of patrilocal residence and 
primogeniture kept eldest sons at the place of their birth 
and, ideally, drew younger sons to live in the vicinity of 
' their parents1 -"household. Unless a boy left his consan
guine family for adoption; education, or a job, he would 
be educated near his home and after marriage would establish 
residence near his parents' home or in the mura. Therefore, 
ties which boys formed as they grew up became more binding 
with age; they lived near to one another and interacted 
frequently. Girls’ friendship associations were of less 
importance because girls usually married outside of their 
mura and left their homes to live with their husband’s 
family„

The fourth donen was the only one possessing a for
mal structure, the Youth Associations, After boys and 
girls'graduated from Elementary School, or completed other 
levels of education, they were eligible to join.the youth 
groups--the Seinendan (Young Men’s Association) or the 
Shojokai (Young Women’s Association)„ Normally, the age 
range was from 13 to 40 and all young men and women were



expected to belong and participate' in the activities of 
their respective groups„ In each buraku, the members 
elected a head and then the bum|EU representatives selected 
a mura head,(Embree 1939s 168)„ The Youth Associations were 
branches of a national organization controlled by the Mom- 
busho. This influence was seen particularly at Togo Mura 
where the school master and the elementary schoo1 teachers 
were the leaders of the youth groups (Nishiklori 1945$ .78).

Embree described a few activities of the youth asso
ciation at Suye. The Seinendan> a collective term for men . 
between the ages of 15 and 40, met several times a year and 
had two parties with the girls * association. . The young men 
learned to drill, turned out to greet returning soldiers, 
and assisted at large school occasions (Embree 1939: 168-9). 
This age-level was recognized as that time of their lives 
when young men carried the heaviest and most taxing labors 
on their farms working for their fathers (ibid: 87). The 
girls at Suye carried on activities of a similar nature, 
with the exception of military instruction. In addition, 
they learned about cooking and sewing and were given lessons 
in budgeting and physiology (Ibid: 168-9). , -

At Tog5, there was a broader range of activities. 
Young men ran experimental fields learning improved agri
cultural techniques; had ploughing contests and took ex
cursions together.. Also they performed the year-end night
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watch, a function fulfilled by one of Suye}s kuml (a co
operative labor group). Finally, the Seinendan at Togo 
elected members each year fo attend meetings held by the 
prefectural government (Uishikiori 1945:.77-8). There were 
additional activities for Tdgd1s.young women. They Joined 
training meetings for the improvement of health and living; 
they took Joint excursions; general meetings were held for 
singing and dancing; and ;;they'kept a store on the Occasion 
of the annual athletic meet„ However, the acknowledged 
purpose of the youth associations was to cement relations 
between men and women of the same age, The general dis
crepancy in the ranges of: activities between the Selnendan 
and- the Shojokai of Togo and Suye can be attributed to 
the difference in detail of recorded materials, to regional 
variation, or to the absolute lack of some of these 
activities at Suye Mura.

The fifth age-grade included individuals between 
the ages of 40 and 6l. Entrance into this donen was marked 
by termination of membership in the Selnendan and Shojokai. 
Membership ended when an individual retired (inkyo). Little 
information is given about the role of women at this age, 
except that their primary duty was to manage household 
affairs and care for the children. By this time,, women 
were generally in command of domestic affairs and they were 
assisted by their unmarried daughters and the wife of their
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-eldest son. If such existed„ At age 40, men usually con
trolled their property and household. They acted as 
advisors to the s&inen (young men), but were principally 
concerned with matters affecting the buraku and their house
hold. Together with the nushidori (Buraku headman), these"" 
men decided on the affairs of the buraku. Most of the 
heavy farm labor was performed by the sons of these men, 
although the koshu did engage in taxing physical labor; his 
role was essentially managerial (Embree 1939s 87).

The final donen Included .all men and women over the 
age of 61. The Japanese regarded retirement (inkyo) as 
one1s second childhood and this condition was often marked 
by the wearing of red. As with small children, retired 
grandparents could say and do what they pleased with little 
fear of criticism.\ Their age was respected and, if possible, 
they were given what they demanded. Usually, they lived in 
a separate room in the house and attended household activi
ties but did not-enter into financial problems and other 
responsibilities unless they so desired. At this time, a 
man’s position and estate were regarded as his eldest son’s 
and the woman’s responsibilities reverted to her daughter- 
in-law (Ibid: 214-5). Retired persons engaged in ribald 
conversation, turned their concern to Buddhism with its 
emphasis on the afterlife, and enjoyed others of their own 
age. -/ ; - ■v. ' ' ' -
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The ties of donen Increase with age. As a man grows 
old and the semal. desire dies down,, parties of donen 
are the only true pleasures In life and the farmers of 
Suye say that a donen then becomes closer than a wife 
(Ibid: 190). . ; '

Donen and Enculturat ion
Although of an informal nature, the Japanese donen 

group individuals of the same age into classes from which 
one can expect particular kinds of behavior. The donen are 
arranged as six layered horizontal strata, according to an 
individual’s age.: one may participate in a single donen at 
any given period of time.

With regard to enculturat ion, the donen perform two 
significant roles. -First, they bring together persons of 
the same age into six successive groups which integrate and 
re-integrate the activities of individuals with similar 
problems and responsibilities. Thus, they allow the kinds 
of 'interactions which stabilize household and buraku life. 
Second, donen enforce ties of friendship upon which other 
social units are founded. For example, the co-operative 
credit club (ko) is usually formed by members of the same 
donen. Often, -other forms of co-operation may have friend
ship as their basis, although residence and kinship may be 
more important factors.
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' CO-RESIDENCE

Structure and Function
Geographical units constituted an Important means 

for the Identification of: residence and landownership. These 
Included the aza and the shikona„ The former was used as the 
basis for land ownership and could often be uninhabited (i.e., 
forest lands or paddy fields). Several individuals could 
own land in a single aza. A subdivision of the aza was the 
shikona. Usually, this unit included one or two households 
and each had a popular name which was not recorded in 
official records, but was commonly referred to by local in
habitants .

Several social and political units were found within . 
local settlements. First, there was the mura (village) which 
was the rural administrative representation of the prefec- 
tural government. Included within the mura were the school, 
the Shinto shrine, and the administrative offices. The.mura 
was divided into a series of political units termed ku. .
Each had a head appointed by the village office whose primary 
function was to look after the collection of taxes. Gener
ally, these ku were numbered and included between one and 
four buraka; more often than not, they were named after one 
of the important buraku. The buraku was a community of 
about twenty households and traditionally, it was a self- 
contained social and economic unit. The buraku had its own .
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headman ’(iaushidori) elected by the househeads and managed 
Its affairs through co-operative action.

For understanding the network of relations involved 
in enculturation, -one must have an intimate knowledge of 
the buraku and the co-operative groups (kumi, kattari, ko 
and tetsudai)„ The buraku usually included about twenty 
households and regardless of the number of members, each 
house had but one vote in buraku affairs. In this way, the 
Japanese recognized the household as the minimal political 
unit with the father as its representative. The households . 
of a buraku met and through discussion elected the nushldori, 
or buraku headman, for a term of two years. His role could 
be characterized as a guardian.of buraku affairs rather than 
as a political boss. He called together the buraku house
holds in case of fire, for a meeting, for co-operative 
labor, or to announce a holiday. Co-operative work involved 
the repair and maintenance of bridges and roads, granting 
funeral assistance and preparation for ceremonies. Another 
formal aspect of ittie buraku was the do. This was a wooden . 
structure housing a Buddhist diety, located on the buraku 
commons. ; : . ■ - ■ . : "

Carrying out many buraku activities were several 
different types of co-operative groups. Primary among these 
was the kumi. Each kumi was composed of three to five 
households charged with the responsibility for performing



a given set of tasks. Each year the kurai was given a dif
ferent set of things to do. This rotation of responsibility 
insured that each household would participate in all types 
of labor necessary for the maintenance of buraku life. 
Collectively5 the kuml cared for the buraku do and commonsj 
prepared for ceremonies j rebuilt.- bridges, cleaned and re
paired irrigation ditchesj crushed seeds for hair-oil; 
performed the night-watch; and guarded the buraku pond be
fore the opening of fishing season (Ibid; 113-21). Besides 
providing a co-operative labor force, kumi members also made 
arrangements to share facilities, wells and baths, and 
helped each other at banquets. Kumi households were estab
lished upon the basis of residence and neighboring houses 
were usually grouped together.Often this resulted in 
establishing larger kinship units because of patrilocal 
residence, but this was not always the case.

; Other co-operative units included tetsudai, kattari 
and ko. Tetsudai referred to groups for "helping co-opera
tion"; these were activated for house-building, roof repair, 
and emergency aid in the case of fire, flood or funerals. 
Kattari were organized for exchange labor;,they could be 
formed on the basis of residence, kinship or donen. • Members 
of Suye's kattari were often related, but more importantly, 
they were of the same social and economic class (ibid: 134). 
Kattari functioned on the principle of exact reciprocity.
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calculated in terms of the number of workers, their sex> 
and the hours worked. As with the kuml, a household could 
belong to more than one kattari, but the particular grouping 
of families remained constant from year to year. The ko 
was a co-operative credit club, whose members were normally 
of the same ddnen> who banded together to lend financial 
aid to one who needed it. Families could, and often did, 
belong to more than one ko; membership in them could be 
handed from father to son.

Co-residence and Enculturation
The importance of co-residence to enculturation can 

not be over-emphasised, particularly for the buraku and the 
kumi. The former brought together responsible househeads 
to deal with matters of concern to the whole buraku, and 
the latter joined households together to perform stipulated 
duties which,rotated from year to year. These social units 
were formulated on the basis of residence and recognized 
the household as their basic constituent element. Neighbor
hood and friendship ties were re-enforced through the buraku 
and kumi system stressing the importance of exchange and 
expectation of exact reciprocity. Furthermore, the co
operative nature of the tasks assured that each household 
in the community would assume its fair share of the respon
sibility and labor necessary to maintain buraku life.

Differences can be seen in the co-residence units
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reported at Suye and Togo, The foregoing description derives 
from Embree1s work and only portions of it were duplicated 
by Nishikiori, At Togo Mura, no kumi were recorded; Embree* s 
annotated notes suggested that his short stay did not allow 
their investigation. Much of the broad range of functions 
performed by Suye' s kumi were done ~on ah informal basis at 
Togo. For example, the whole buraku was responsible for 
cleaning the commons and dd (Nishikiori 1945s 63-4) and the 
Youth Associations assumed the responsibility of the year-, 
end night watch. Exchange labor groups existed at Togo, 
but they were called Yuhi rather than kattari (Ibid: ■ 6.1).. 
Their structure and function were correlated closely with 
Suye’s kattari. Tetsudai were not mentioned and ko were 
referred to in passing; no details of either were presented 
(Ibid: 69).

The buraku Structure at Togd was similar to Suye*s. 
The househeads elected the nushidori and the buraku managed 
its own affairs. In addition, there was a formal buraku 
council whose expenses were met by a ¥ 28 tax on each.house
hold. The buraku of Togo Mura owned fields which were made 
available for tenancy to buraku members;.Suye1s buraku did 
not possess this feature. From Nishikiori*s brieg-descrip- .
tion, it would appear that there was far more co-operation

• ‘ " - . ' 1 , ‘ ■ 
based on the entire buraku, rather than on the kumi system

> 'characteristic of Suye. ; At Togo, there was a society of



' ' ' ■ • . 47 -
househeads which cross-cut buraku lines; its main purpose 
was the unification of traditional customs and the improve-. 
ment of social life (Mishikiori 1945s. 79)* At Suye, the 
Agricultural Association (Hokad) tended to do the same thing 
by operating through its branch associations (kokumiai) in 
each buraku.

These differences in the function of the buraku and 
other co-residence units can be attributable to one of two 
causes; either the widespread functions of the kumi at Suye 
Mura did hot exist- in Togo, or else data was not gathered 
on them. From what little information is presented, it 
would seem that the buraku. and other sodalities at Togo 
assumed the multiplicity of functions found at Suye Mura. 
Although comparable in structure; Togo1s buraku executed 
more activities as a unit, rather than using the group 
system off kumi. Thus it would seem that the discrepancy 
reflects the range of. variable units which may perform the 
same function. HHwever, this position could only be veri
fied if Nishikiori had described in detail the structure, 
function and range of participation In Togo's other social 
units.

SODALITIES

Structure and Function
Numerous sodalities were found in both Suye and Togo.



Some were duplicated in both communities, while others were 
only present in one. These voluntary association groups 
will be reviewed in alphabetical order.

The CATTLE AND HORSE REARING ASSOCIATION' Was found 
at TOgO Mura. Although based on the county (gun), it was 
national in scope. Most owners of cattle and horses parti
cipated, but its activities were practically negligible 
(Nishikiori 1945: 75).

The CHICKEN REARING ASSOCIATION existed only at Togo 
This group worked to Improve the quality of chickens, to 
purchase feed jointly, rear young chickens co-operatively 
and buy necessities. Its activities were limited, and 
according to Nishikiori, it had almost stopped functioning 
(Ibid: 75)/ \ v- " ": '/ / ^ - ' ̂

The EDUCATION SOClEiY was found at Togo alone. The 
expenses of the society were paid for by collection from 
the prominent villagers in accordance with their kosuwari 
(household tax). The Society had two purposes; first, to 
sponsor "age-respecting meetings," and second, to provide a 
charity fund for the protection of needy children. In 1932, 
20 children were being cared for by this group (Nishikiori 
1945s 79). In his annotated notes (p. 80), Embree remarked 
that this unit was probably comparable to a school committee 
he observed in Suye. However, particulars on. the activities 
of this group were not described in Suye Mura..
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Suye Mura possessed a FIREMAN'S ASSOCIATION. No 

mention was made of what Togd's inhabitants did in the 
event of a fire. Suye1s Shobodan was a buraku based organi
zation with each buraku owning its own fire equipment (Embre? 
1939s 47). One man from each household between the ages of 
25-46 was a member. . Suye's Association was united with a 
national group which had. a prince as its titular head. This 
sodality was called upon to assist at fires and help enforce
ment of law and order when necessary.

Togo's; HEALTH ASSOCIATION was unique. It was mura 
based with the village headman as its leader. The expenses 
of this sodality were paid by contribution from each house
hold, which covered the distribution of fly paper and health 
pamphlets. This group also looked after the spring and fall 
housecleaning and appointed a village doctor (Nishikiori 
1945: 8?).' ...

. ; IRRIGATION ASSOCIATIONS were found in both communi
ties. At Togo, water control was managed through two mura 
and two inter-mura assdclations. The mura associations, 
the Aoyama and Naruta Bam Associations,:were run by the 
village headman and councillors elected by the membersj 
these officials supervised the distribution of water. One 
of the inter-mura groups was,for. flood control and the 
other functioned to clean and repair.common ditches (Ibid: 
76-7). The richest of Suye * s buraku, Kawaze, had an
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irrigation association. It was arranged on a kumi basis 
and met annually, to repair and clean the irrigation ditches 
(Embree 1939s 119). c

The VILLAGE AGRICULTURAL ASSOCIATION, or NSkai, with 
its branches (kokumiai) in each buraku, was one of the most 
important, sodalities found at both Togo and Suye. The staff 
consisted of a head, a vice-head, directors, one clerk, an 
agricultural advisor, 25 representatives (sodai) and one 
councillor from each buraku. All members were farmers,- from 
their body, the farmers elected representatives (sodai) who 
were of middle class status. Then the sodai elected the 
buraku councillors, the Vice-head,'and head, all of whom 
were generally people of the upper class. The purpose of 
the Nokal was to subsidize farm improvement, supervise the 
Farming-Affairs Executive Association, encourage the use of 
fertilizer and horticulture, urge the planting of mulberry 
trees, assist in the selling and purchase of farm goods and 
conduct training lectures on increasing the production of 
rice, vegetables, horticulture and mulberry trees (Nishikiori 
1945: 73-4).

The RESERVIST'S ASSOCIATION was another sodality 
found in both Togo and Suye. The following description was 
taken from Embree, because the ex-soldiers group was only 
mentioned in passing at Togo (Ibid: 73). This sodality was 
a branch of a national organization to which all ex-servicemen
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belonged. There was a mura head who was chosen by the 

■ buraku subheads,1 This sodality greeted' returning soldiers; 
attended the mura shrine once a year for memorial services 
honoring dead.soldiers, assisted at the annual athletic 
meet; and organized the annual reservistsr examination 
(Embree 1939 s 166-7).

SERICULTURE ASOCIilTIdNS were present in both prewar 
communities. In Suye, there were two, both formed on a 
mura basis. Each was sponsored by one of the local spinning 
factories and had as their heads the village headman and 
one of the councillors. These two groups had a competitive 
rivalry to outdo each other in production and the sale of 
cocoons (ibid: 40). Togo Mura had an association divided 
into two committees; one looked after the care of the mul
berry fields and the other attended to the rearing of the 
silk-worms (Nishikiori 1945s 75).

The WOMEN'S PATRIOTIC ASSOClJlTION was only found at 
Suye and nominally all the women of the mura were members. 
The functions of this group were varied: they served food - 
at the annual Reservists’ meeting, the Fireman's meeting 
and other occasions attended by the village officials; they 
wore white aprons and arm bands for their activities; made 
•"consolation bags" for Manchuria and disaster areas of 
Japan; and sometimes they were summoned to attend meetings 
and hear lectures (Embree 1939» 167-8).



Sodalities and Enculturation
Sodalities grouped Individuals witb common interests 

and problems; meetings provided opportunities to find solu
tions to local problems and hold social affairs.* Individ
uals were brought face-to-face in a form of contact not 
based on kinship, age, or residence patterns. The sodali
ties served as a means to Integrate the various buraku into 
a larger unit of organization. Primarily, this had been 
accomplished through the Noka.i and other government -sponsored 
groups. Thus, the government had sought to unite the buraku 
into units which acted for the benefit of the mura and the 
State, rather than for their.own individual.interests.

*Most Japanese sodalities were voluntary association 
,groups at their start.Subsequently, the government took 
Control of these and membership was mandatory.



CHAPTER III 

THE ALLIED OCCUPATION

The Machinery of the Occupation
Preparations for the occupation of Japan began as 

early as 1942 under the auspices of the U.S. State Depart
ment. In 19̂ >̂ their investigations were converted into 
specific policies discussed'by a co-ordinating committee 
termed the Inter-Divisional Area Committee on the Far East, 
created by the State Department to coordinate their research 
and planning. Separately and simultaneously, members' of the 
War Department were conducting research into the problems 
facing occupation personnel and possible guides for action. 
February of 1945 saw the formation of the Subcommittee on 
the Far East (SFE) of the'State-War-Navy Coordinating Com
mittee (SWMCCj*. This Subcommittee was primarily'respon
sible for the drafting of occupation policy.

The operation of this committee was devoted to re
conciling the foreign, economic and political policies of 
the State Department with the directives for military 
strategy emanating from the Departments of the Army,. Navy

*SWNCC was named the State -Army -Navy -Air Force Co-, 
ordinating .Committed,or SANAGC, on November 4, 1947.

53
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and Air Force' (Martin 1948s 5-6). Particular attention was 
paid to adrainistrat.i've problems, and the execution Of policy 
which was the responsibility of the Army under the Theater 
Commander of the Far East, General Douglas MacArthur. The 
Subcommittee of the Far East had weekly meetings commencing 
in February, 1945, to form directives for the United Stated* 
participation in the Allied Occupation of Japan. By July of 
that year, an overall program was ready,, but It had to''be 
revised as a result of the negotiations agreed upon in the 
Potsdam Declaration (July 26, 1945)« Slightly over a month 
later, SWNCC sent to MacArthur a general statement about 
the policy for the Occupation which should direct his de
cisions until further notice from the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
As the occupation progressed, the members of SWNCC-SANACC 
recognized the predominant parts played by the Departments 
of State and the Armyj by agreement, the committee divested 
itself of its own authority and transferred the responsibil
ity of U.S. policy into the hands of the Army and the De
partment of State (Fearey 1950: 5).

According to the settlement reached at the Foreign 
Ministers Meeting in Moscow, December 27, 1945, the "Allied" 
participation in the. formulation of policy was carried out 
through the Far Eastern Commission (FEC). This organization 
contained members from each occupying nation including rep
resentatives from Russia, The United Kingdom, America,
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China, France, the Netherlands, Canada, Australia, India,
New Zealand, and the Phllllplne Commonwealth. This com
mission was to establish the standards and principles 
guiding the occupation and review decisions made by-the Su
preme Commander. Furthermore, the Commission -was to state 
policies which would then be prepared by the U.S. government 
and subsequently transferred to MacArthur through the 
appropriate agency, usually the Joint Chiefs of Staff (Martin 
1948: 117-8). As time passed, the efficiency of the FEC was 
impeded by misunderstandings between the Soviet and American 
representatives so that most decisions were made by the 
Supreme Commander and his staff in Tokyo.

In addition, there was the Allied Council on Japan. 
This organization was formed at the Russians 1:insistencej 
it was composed of representatives from the United States, 
the British Commonwealth, China and Russia. The Council was 
to advise MacArthur on the execution of policy and. restrain 
him when necessary from acting without previous FEC concur
rence on matters involving "fundamental changes in Japanese 
constitutional structure or in the regime of control, or 
dealing with a change in the Japanese government as a 
whole" (Textor 1951* 231).

The occupation of Japan was primarily an American 
responsibility. When the occupation started in the Fall of 
1945> Japan had an estimated population of 71,500,000



compared to an occupation force numbering about 250,000. 
Figures from the:rest of the occupation were categorized as 
"classified information^" so they are not available for the 
reconstruction of the contact structure.

, Leading the military occupation of Japan was General 
Douglas MacArthur serving in three roles: first, he was the 
Theater Commander of the Far East, charged with all diplo
matic, tactical and military decisions affecting that region 
In this role he was responsible to the Pentagon and the 
President of the United States. Secondly, he was the Su
preme Commander for the Allied Powers (SOAP) and answered to 
the Far Eastern Commission (PEC), the President, and the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. As SCAP, MacArthur dealt with all 
military and civilian aspects of the Occupation. His third 
position was that of commanding general of the U.S. Eighth 
Army. With MacArthur in this capacity, it was insured that 
his orders would be implemented (Ibid; 232-3). .

Under the Supreme Commander was General Headquarters 
located in Tokyo. Mac Art htir was Chief of Staff with some 15 
sectional staffs, each of which was headed by a military 
officer appointed by: MacArthur (see SCAP 1950:.8, Chart 3). 
There were sections for health and welfare,'education and 
Information, government and administration, economic and 
scientific affairs, natural resources and so forth. Each 
staff section had its own personnel; the only indication of



the total employees was that GHQ, was staffed with "thousands 
of military and. civilian personnel11 (Textor 1951« 233).

As commander of the Eighth Army, MacArthur had con
trol over 46 Military government teams, one for each of 
Japan's prefectures. These teams were staffed with about 
30 persons apiece and they "supervised rice and tax collec
tion, schools, religion, elections, courts and the local 
government generally" (Pearey 1950: 10). All these teams 
ware grouped into 8 Military Regions, each with its own 
headquarters and staff to coordinate and supervise the work 
under its jurisdiction. In July, 1949, General MacArthur 
ordered a vast restructuring of the military government of 
the Eighth Army and the Prefectural Teams. By December, 
these two parts of the structure of occupation were to be 
dissolved and the Eighth Army withdrawn. The teams were 
replaced by 8 Regional Civil Affairs Teams under the aus
pices of General Headquarters. Each team served several 
prefectures; the boundaries of their jurisdiction were 
equivalent to the 8 Military teams mentioned above.

Overall Objectives of the Allied Occupation
On June 26, 1947, the Department of State in conjunc

tion with the Departments of the Army, Navy and Air Force 
sent to MacArthur a. document which stated the ultimate ob
jectives of post-surrender policy and presented means to 
implement the position adopted by the EEC some two weeks
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earlier„ Directive 83 declared that all policy should con
form to the following objectives:

/ /a. To insure that Japan will not again become a menace 
to the peace and security of the world,

b„ To bring about the earliest possible establishment 
of a democratic and peaceful government which will 
carry out its international responsibilities, 
respect the rights of other states and support the 
objectives of the United Nations„ Such government 
in Japan should be established in accordance with 
the freely expressed will of the Japanese people ;; 

;in 19^8? lOT),- ; ; r . " . .
More specifically stated, these objectives were to 

be realized through four primary means. The first consisted 
of territorial changes which reduced Japan* s sovereignity 
to her home islands--Hokkaido, Honshu, Kyushu and Shikoku-- 
plus minor outlying islands. The second means called for 
the complete demilitarization and disarmament of Japan, 
including suppression of ultranationalistic and agressive 
institutions. An intensive program of democratization, 
encouraging individual liberties and the respect for fundaa- 
mental human rights, was the third means. Finally, Japan's 
industries were to be maintained so that her economic well- . 
being could be reinstated and reparations paid. Production 
would only be curtailed to the extent that rearmament could 
not begin anew (Ibidh 107)*

The Allied Program and Its Implementation
Of most importance for the study of enculturative 

units in postwar Japan are the reforms included under the



”Allied Program for DemocratIzation. Reference will be made 
to other portions of Allied policy where they pertain to our 
considerations.' Indeed, it should be pointed out that only 
certain parts of the occupation program will be discussed 
and this presentation by no means constitutes an exhaustive 
study of the Allied program for directed culture change.
The selection of points, was determined-,by the orientation 
of this paper towards evaluating the changes in the network 
of face-to-face relations performing an enculturative 
function.

Educational Reforms i
Prior to the Spring of 1947, occupation policy re

garding education was ill-defined. On March 31, 1947, the 
Diet enacted the SCHOOL EDUCATION LAW (Raper 1950; 229), 
which embodied the reforms drafted by the Stoddard Educa
tion Mission and on May 3, 1947, the Constitution composed 
by the Allies became, effective. Both documents contained 
specif ic, measures in the context of an overall policy, 
giving those concerned concrete proposals to. follow.

Constructive preparations for educational reform 
began early in the occupation. On October 25, 1945, SOAP 
ordered a survey of Japanese .education and- its curriculum 
(Van Aduard 1954; 30) .. This survey was to evaluate the 
school system and suggest changes allowing fulfillment of 
the ultimate objectives of the occupation (Martin 1947; 36).
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The United States BducaMoh MissiQ.n was headed by Dr. George 
D. Stoddard and after one month1s research it submitted its 
findings in a report dated March, 19^6 (Daishiro 1956; l4o.). 
One year later, the PEG issued its Policy for the Revision 
of the Japanese Educational System (Fearey 1950; 34), based 
in large measure on the reoommendations_of the Stoddard 
Mission. Essentially, the PEG Policy sought immediate - 
changes in the structure and organization of the educational 
system and required alterations in the content of curriculum 
and the methods of instruction.

The purpose of these changes was to convert Japanese 
education from "a highly centralized organization which in
doctrinated subservience, to a system where people were 
educated to live with the valued of a democratic republic.
In the words of the PEG Policy,":education ’’was to be looked 
upon as the pursuit of truth and as preparation for life 
in a democratic .nation'1 (Pearey 1950; 34). Where teaching 
had been done by rote and advancement was achieved by con
formity and unquestioned subordination of the individual, 
Japan's new education laid emphasis on the "dignity- and 
worth of the individual, on independent thought and initia
tive, and on developing a spirit of inquiry" (Ibid; 34). . 
Academic promotion was to be earned where free and indepen
dent thought thrived. Prom the stress on ShQshin, kokutai, 
and kodo, there was an abrupt switch to instruction



expounding the "independent character of international life11 
(Ibid: 34).

The Stoddard Education Mission endorsed the purge of 
teachers, offered a program for the revision of texts and 
called for the elimination of Shushln, history and geography 
Additionally, the program called for the realization of 
five main goals: • ■

' A/ : \ -u/l. Provision of a better tool for learning in the form 
of Romanji in place of the ideographs.

2. Extension of the period of compulsory education to 
a six-year primary course plus a three-year middle 
school course.

3» Expansion of the number a.nd broadening of the cul
tural scope of the higher schools, colleges, and 
universities, as well as making them co-educational

4 Revision of the basic educational program from one 
of learning by rote in order to pass formalized 
examinations to a flexible system in which the 
student is encouraged to think by taking the initia 
tlve in explaining new ideas and by reacting to 
new situations„

5. Adoption of a greatly enlarged program of adult 
education-̂  (Martin 1948: 6o).
These goals were to be realized by a series of re

forms in the structure and organization of Japanese educa
tion . Their objectives were the broadening of educational 
opportunities, standardization to create uniform minimum 
standards of excellence and decentralization of control. 
Educational opportunities were to be broadened first, by an 
increase in the period of compulsory education from 6.to 9 
years; second, by an expansion in the number and extent of
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the curricula in the colleges and universities; and third, 
by guaranteeing equal educational opportunities to all re
gardless of sex or social status. The so-called "6-5-3-3," 
or multilineal, system of schools was to be simplified and- 
equal standards of academic excellence were established at 
each educational level. A- new system modeled on the Ameri
can plan, or the "6-3-3-4," replaced the confusing series 
of Japanese schools.

The objective of decentralization was to be achieved 
through the formation of school boards which were to be 
elected at the village, town, city> and prefectural level 
(baishiro 1956; 146). These boards were charged.with many 
responsibilties formerly exercised by the Mombusho; they 
could establish new institutions, organize curricula, 
certify and appoint teachers, select texts, control the 
budget and the like (Fearey 1950; 35-6). The Mombusho 
was granted limited supervision over the colleges and 
universities; their primary function was to provide the 
school boards with technical aids and counsel. Furthermore, 
they were to maintain the minimum.standards established for 
each academic level. This supervisory position was con
tinued through the; entire period of the occupation (SCAP 
1950: 23). ■■ ■:;.> "

Finally, Parent-Teacher Associations were established 
all over Japans Their activities were encouraged by SOAP so
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that parents would have the opportunity to participate in 
local school problems and learn how to effectuate the newly 
decentralized educational system. In prewar days, neither 
teachers nor parents had any say in matters pertaining to 
the education of Japan's children. However, in postwar 
days, participation in PTA was coupled with adult education 
to interest parents in assuming more active roles in formal 
education.

To meet the problems involved in implementing new 
methods of instruction, a teacher training program was 
offered and the Mombusho issued a number of volumes on how 
to teach and what to emphasize. Among these was the "Courses 
of Study,"which presented suggestions for. the preparation 
and development of curriculum and provided general assis
tance (Daishlro 1956s- 143). It contained liberal study 
guidance stressing group discussions, assignment of problems 
and urged the use of library and audio-visual aids.as sup
plementary teaching devices. In addition, the Mombusho 
listed texts authorized for use in elementary, middle and 
higher schools. In 1949, this practice was changed and a 
list of textbooks from private publishers replaced the 
Mombushcr1 s list (Ibid: 143).

Civil Reforms
The nature of the Allies''civil reforms was determined 

by two fundamental principles— respect for the rights of the
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Individual and the equality of all in the eyes of the law. 
The New Constitution embodied these tenets of democratic 
philosophy by stating that:

;.Article 13. All of the people shall be respected as 
.Individuals.. Their right to life, liberty and the h,
pursuit of happiness shall, to the extent that It does 
not Interfere;with public welfare, be the supreme con
sideration in all legislation and in other governmental 
affairs. '. '
Article 14. All of the people shall be equal under the 
law and there shall be no discrimination in political, 
economic and social relations because of race, creed, 
sex, social status or family origln^p(8CAP 194$: 49).

Reforms were drafted to change the Japanese means for se
lecting a spouse, obtaining a divorce, choosing one’s 
residence and vocation, maintaining property rights, laws 
of inheritance and the creation of unequal status whether 
caused by sex, social class, age, or forms of bondage.

Because the Japanese family system- was- based on 
Confucian doctrine (Sansom 1943: 113-4), it followed a code 
of ethics incompatlble with democratic practices. For 
example, the laws of primogeniture passed the househead^s 
position and estate to his eldest son. Article 29 (SCAB 
1949V 51)- granted a commoh • ihher 1 tance system recognizing 
the rights of the wife and all off-spring to share in a 
man' s property . ; '

In addition, a rapid series of laws was enacted to 
effectuate the equality of the sexes. First, the Diet 
passed the ELECTION LAW on December 15, 1945, which extended



voting privileges to women and granted them "electoral. 
eligibility" as well (Shio 1956s 131). The IMPERIAL OR
DINANCES' of January;2.4,'' 1946 abolished licensed prostitu
tion; educational reforms gave to both sexes the right to 
higher learning; and the.LABOR STANDARDS LAW'stipulated 
equality of consideration for job applicants and equal pay
ment for services rendered„ The Civil Code (May 3, 1947) 
"abolished the family head system and in its stead provided 
for freedom of.marriage, equality of husband and wife, 
equal rights to property, equal rights to divorce and equal 
obligations of chastity" (ibids 132).

It has been questioned as to whether or not the. 
reforms included in the New Civil Code were intentionally 
meant to destroy the Confuclan family system; they were.

l'"Jk most sweeping change was effectuated with the aboli- 
.tion of the traditional family system--the centuries 
old "house system"— and its transformat ion to the 
point where it corresponds with the natural family 
group known to Western countries. This has been ac
complished through conferment of political, social and 
economic equality upon the women in Japan In the spirit 
of the Constitution^ l(SCAP 1950 ' 21) ..

Political Reforms , ... ; ■
. . The overall objective of the Allied program for
political reform was to redistribute political power through 
a system of government responsible to the Japanese people. 
The realization of this objective necessitated removal of 
power from its traditional locations: the Emperor and his
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court'of nobles; the military cliques (Gumbatsu) amd the 
industrial .combines (Zaibatsu); the political "bosses" and 
their so-called "henchmen"; and government bureaucrats. .
In order to place political authority in the hands of the 
"grass roots," the Allied Powers.did two things; first, 
they chose not to establish a military dictatorship over 
Japan, but rather, worked through the. National Diet on the 
principle of indirect rule; secondly, they adapted four 
goals guiding policy formation. •

L̂ yl. To eliminate the political power of the Emperor.
2. To make the executive power responsible to the peo

ple or their representatives.
3. To establish a legislative body directly responsible 

to an electorate of all adult citizens.
4. To develop a political party .system in which demo

cratically controlled parties can be held respon
sible by the nation for the conduct of the govern
ment ' (Martin 1947s 39). .

The means utilized to attain these goals required the 
reformation of three areas of Japanese government; "its 
legal basis, organic structure and composition of personnel" 
(SOAP 1949s 8). •

In rural regions, perhaps no political reform had 
as much effect as the LOCAL AUTONOMY LAW of April 17, 1947 
(Ibid; 14). Modeled on the autonomy system of America and 
Britain, prefectures, cities, towns and villages were re
leased from under the jurisdiction of the Home Ministry and 
given the power to manage their own affairs "through locally



elected executives and assemblies" (ibid: 19). Besides the 
right of election, the people were accorded the rights of 
recall, initiative-,-and referendum in matters pertaining to 
local government. •

This law stipulated that village administration was 
to be handled by the mayor and his appointed deputy, All 
legislative problems were the responsibility of the village 
assembly (songikai). The village headman, or mayor, was to 
be elected by all eligible voters for a term of four years. 
He. was to be assisted by a deputy appointed by the mayor 
subject to the approval of the songikai. The assemblymen, 
who were equivalent to the prewar buraku headman, were also 
to be elected through a general village election. This was 
to eliminate the practice of selecting individuals along 
buraku lines when it was intended they represent the whole 
mura. The mayor no longer presided at meetings of the 
assemblymen, for the AUTONOMY LAW stated they were to chose 
a chairman from among their members. Most administrative 
work was accomplished through various committees under the 
assemblyj they took charge of general affairs, social 
welfare, economic and educational matters (Raper 1950: 192-4)

Economic Reforms
Revision of Japan's economic institutions was guided 

by the Allies-1 desire, to foster wide, distribution of income 
and effect the transference of ownership of the means of
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production: and trade toas many people as■possible (Martin 
1947: 44). Where the Allied program had its most significant 
effects on rural "economic units was through thp revisions 
promulgated by the LAND REFORM ACT. At the time of the 
surrender, 47$ of Japan^s population was dependent on agri
culture for their subsistence (Raper 1950: 259) and of these, 
700 rented all or part of the land they cultivated. This 
traditional form pf land tenurshlp and the master-servant 
relationship between landlord and tenant were prime targets 
for democratization. On December 9, 1945, General MacArthur 
Issued his famous LAND REFORM DIRECTIVE which stated, in 
effect, that the "economic bondage which has enslaved the 
Japanese farmer for centuries of feudal oppression" (bore 
1959: 23) shall be cancelled and in its stead will be sub
stituted a new system based on ownership of the land by 
those who have cultivated it" (Hewes 1955: 53)• Further, 
this directive stated that by March 15, 1946, the Japanese 
government was to inaugurate a program of reform which 
would destroy the traditional practices of landlordism and 
tenancy. In short, the agrarian reforms were intended to 
further destroy the feudalistic family and village social 
relations which the Allies considered to be supports for the 
prewar authoritarian system. Only after extensive revisions, 
friction1, translation and more revision were these enacted 
into law (ibid: 64).
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When the LAND REFORM LAW was enacted (December 28, 

1946) -it contained three primary provisions: f irst, arable 
lands were to be purchased from theowners with large hold
ings and then sold to the tenant farmers who had worked and 
occupied the land, often for generations (Dore 1959: 139$. .
Payment was to accompany all transactions in the purchase 
and resale of land (Hewes 1955: 128-9). Second., Land Com
mittees were formed at three administrative levels, prefec- 
tural, village , and federal;. The Village and Town committees 
were composed of 10 membersj 5 were tenants who owned less 
than pne-thlrd of the. land they worked j 3 were landlords, 
those who cultivated less than one-third of the land they 
ownedj and.2 were owner-farmers.. Each committee member was 
elected by the group he was to represent. The electorate 
was determined by the type of household (e.g., tenant, land
lord, etc.), and all adult members of the family were to 
vote. Within this law, it was expected that these village 
committees would find solutions to their particular regional 
problems. These local groups elected the Prefectural Land 
Committee which, had the same ratio of tenants to:landlords, 
but twice the membership. The government appointed the 
Central Land Committee which was a policy-making body com
posed of "8 tenants, 8 landlords, 2 representatives of 
peasant unions and 5 university professors" (Dore 1959: l4o). 
Thirdly, provisions governing tenancy relations were included
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specifying rents, written contracts, renewal of rights, 
terms of termination and the like (Ibid: l4l).

Another means utilized by the Allies to make tenants 
participate in the democratically oriented land-tenure sys
tem was through the agricultural co-operatives. These 
agricultural associations were not new to Japanese farmers, 
as laws instituting their formation date hack to 1899. These 
co-operatives managed their own affairs and were authorized 
to perform many services. Most became specialized offering 
their members technical information, supplies and so forth. 
For example, there were co-operatives for sericulture, live
stock, dairy farming, fruit',: poultry and. tea, to mention but 
a, few (Raper 1950: 262).

The Allied Program and Ehculturation ' ■
For our consideration, a summation of the Allied 

reforms affecting family structure and the village is es
sential; these changes were intended to eliminate the tradi
tional network of enculturative units and replace them with 
their Western counterparts. With the goal of abolishing the 
household system, the Allies attacked the problem from every 
conceivable aspect. Because the family system pervaded the 
structure of Japanese-Society, the Allies struck at the 
family from its philosophical and religious foundations. By 
instituting freedom,of religion and destroying the concept 
of the Emperor as the father of the Japanese people, they
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intended to stop the philosophical and religious sanctions 
for the Importance of the family.. „ Coupled with this were 
political reforms transferring the basis of political par
ticipation from the household to the individual. This was 
to stress the significance of the freedom of the .individual! 
as opposed to family allegiance and the hierarchical authori
tarianism characterizing former political activity. Social 
reforms were aimed at establishing equality between the 
sexes.; including equal educational opportunities, equable 
rights and responsibilities in marriage and family matters, 
and the right of political participation. Education assumed 
the customary responsibility of family training not in the 
traditions of filial piety, morals, and co-operation, but 
with curricula emphasizing individual initiative and com
petition. To further destroy household solidarity, its 
economic and legal bases were shaken with the eradication 
of primogeniture. In its stead, common inheritance laws 
were established according to a man's wife and all his chil
dren the same-privileges previously enjoyed by his eldest 
son. The LAND REFORM ACT carved up large landholdings and. 
distributed titles of ownership to former tenants. By so 
doing, the Allies shattered the economic base for supporting 
extended or branch families,"but made tenants economically 
and morally independent from their landlords.

Community life was affected by many of these reforms



in a similar fashion. However, none were more important 
than the political changes removing the family basis of 
participation and the laws designed to promote new village 
leadership. In buraku affairs, representation was fulfilled 
by one person designated by each household. Mura meetings 
were conducted by the village headman and a council composed 
of the .headmen from each buraku. Within this prewar frame
work, village leadership lay in the hands of wealthy or 
landed families who commanded the status and.loyalty recog
nized by villagers. To change this structure and the 
composition of the personnel, the Allies gave to each adult 
male and female the right to vote and hold elected positions 
The household unit no longer was recognized as the basis for 
political activity. Control of large landholdings was 
wrested from the landlords and turned over to the tenants. 
With this.transference of land, the age-old obligations and 
loyalties, of the master-servant relationship were to be dis
solved. From the landed and business families, management 
of buraku and mura affairs was vested in a local government 
elected by all adult villagers. To help.foster loyalty for 
the new leadership, participation in all aspects of demo
cratic practices was urged.



CHAPTER IV

CONTEMPORARY AGRICULTURAL MEAN

Introduction
Three studies have been published thus far which v 

deal with post-occupation villages--Kurusu, Suye Mura and 
HilikeV; These community reports contain the basic evidence 
upon which this chapter is based. The data will be com
paratively synthesized for the 1950-1955 time horizon and 
presented according to the major categories utilized in 
Chapter II. Comparisons through .time will be discussed . 
later. .

' Kurusu is one of 37 buraku included in Yasuhara Mura 
It is located on the island of Shikoku in Kagawa Prefecture. 
(Pig, lj p. 14), Robert J. Smith studied Kurusu from Sep
tember, 195%, through August, 1952, as a member of the Uni
versity of Michigan Center for Japanese studies. Originally 
Kurusu was written as a doctoral dissertation^ then it was 
revised for publication (Smith 1956s v).

Suye Mura Is centrally located on Japan1s most south 
ern island, Kyushu (Fig. 1, p. Ik). The restudy of this 
village was made by I. Roger Ydshino from December, 1952, 
to September, 1953, It was prepared as a doctoral disserta
tion for the University of. Southern California and, ̂ as yet,

•. v 73 : : •
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has not been, published. I am most grateful to Dr. Yoshino 
for making his manuscript available to me.

The Investigation of N Hike -bur aku was conducted 
under the auspices of the University of Michigan Center for 
Japanese Studies. Robert k. Beardsley, John ¥. Hall and ; 
Robert E. Ward were primarily responsible for collecting the 
data on Nliike from April, 1950, to July, 195k (Beardsley 
et al. 1959: ix). Nilike and 29 other buraku compose Kamo 
Mura, a village situated in southwestern Honshu in Okayama 
Prefecture north of the Inland Sea (Fig. 1, p. 14).

EDUCATION
Instead of the highly centralized and authoritarian 

administration of the schools by the Mombusho, local con
trol of schools was exercised through school boards (kyoiku 
iinkal). The community studies reported the existence of 
these boards, but detailed information was presented only 
for Niilke. In Kamo Mura, the first kyoiku iinkal was 
elected in 1952., Four of its five members were selected by 
popular vote, while one was appointed by the village assembly 
(songikai) from among its members. • All.served•for a four- 
year term (Dull 1954: 183). In addition, each community had 
a Parent-Teachers Association which met monthly to consider 
school problems (Yoshino 1954: 78j Smith 1956: 75; Beardsley 
et al. 1959: 280) . As Kamo Mura.was,also involved in the 
support of a Middle and Higher School with three other •
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villages, the PTA often held joint sessions to discuss 
common problems. . Participation in this sodality did not 
match the high degree of interest manifest in education. 
About 1/3 to 1/2 of the adults with school-age children 
attended in Niiike ;(I b i d 280) .

At the time they were studied, Kurusu, Suye and 
Nilike had the necessary facilities to provide the 9 years 
of compulsory education specified by SOAP. The type of 
schools in each community were very nearly comparable. 
Yasuhara, the mura to which Kurusu belongs, had 3 schools; 
the elementary school and its branch, plus a new middle 
school to handle grades 7-9 (Smith 1956: 74). When the 1947 
laws were passed, Suye had its own elementary school and 
the two-year higher elementary school. Because these facili 
ties were inadequate to handle the increase in compulsory 
education, Suye found it necessary to construct a new middle 
school (Yoshino 1954: 75). At Nilike's mura, Kamo, elemen
tary school education was provided by the mura. Facilities 
built by Kamo and 3 adjoining villages served for the 1945 
middle and higher schools (Beardsley et_ al. 1959: 279).

The only detailed figures pertaining to school en
rollment and the number of teachers derive from Yasuhara. 
Smith reports that in 1951 there was a total of 697 students 
and 25 teachers in the three schools (1956: 74). This 
averages 27.2 pupils per teacher at the elementary level



and 28.8 in the Middle Schools. Additionally, there is . 
considerable variation between Kurusu and Nilike with re
gard to the number of children who go on to Higher Schools.
Of Yasuhara8 s children 35%- enroll in schools above the 
Middle School level (Ibid: 75), while at Niiike "girls as. 
well as boys have usually reached the twelfth grade" 
(Beardsley et al. 1959? 304). This variation may be attrib
uted to the fact that Niiike is a much richer buraku than 
Kurusu; therefore, it could afford the educational expense.

The curriculum followed in the schools was no longer 
prescribed and implemented by the powerful Mombusho, although
it was subject to the new standards of excellence- established

v .  . 4 ,, ■. :7 ,
by them. Option was granted in the choice of texts and sup
plementary materialsj handling of the new social science 
courses was left at the local level. All investigators, 
mentioned close adherence to the directive eliminating 
militaristic and ultranationalistic subject matter from ,
course material; former lessons in history, geography and
mythology were deleted from the revised texts. In place of 
ShQshln, the Allies instituted social science subjects. The
goal of these courses was to combine "local history and ge
ography with contemporary living" (Ibid: 300),

For the study of enculturation, it is important to 
note the shift in the orientation of what was taught and how ' 
this was put across. Instead of absolute conformity and
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suppression of Individual interests* emphasis was placed 
on competition. Individual rights and initiative. Where 
teaching had been done by rote according to texts prepared 
for students and teachers alike, instruction sought to 
stimulate free and independent thought,

Academic advancement was still ascribed to all rather 
than earned. Children were required to take periodic tests 
at both Nilike and Kurusuj regardless of their individual 
performance, advancement from grade to grade was automatic.
At occasions like athletic meets, contests and the like, all 
participants were awarded prizes so that none would feel 
unworthy and bring shame on the family name. Promotion be
came more a matter of course because the examination pres
sure was relaxed at the lower levels of Japanese education 
to permit more children to go on to higher education.

However, in spite of limitations imposed by the 
facilities and the time needed to learn Japanese, the 
children took their work seriously and studied their lessons 
intensively.

In consonance with the traditional respect for learning 
both parents and children in Niiike look on schooling 
as a primary avenue for bettering oneself and one’s 
family, and their urge for betterment is strong (Ibid:
303). ;:v; '-.y v -  ■ .• \ .
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KINSHIP

Family Size and Composition
At Nilike, the model type of household included the 

grandparents, the househead, his wife, and their children 
(Ibid: 226). The next most frequent type was the conjugal- 
nuclear family composed of a couple with their children.
The family statistics from other studies are not broken down 
in this fashion, so it Is difficult to determine the family, 
types at Suye and Kurusu. However, these authors, do give 
some clues as to family composition. For instance in 1953, 
Yoshino discussed the importance of the multi-generational 
family in rural life. His questionnaire and follow-up inter
views indicated, a strong preference for the traditional 
koseki system (1954: 64, 105 & 148). No figures were pre
sented to substantiate the actual practice of this ideal, 
except that the "average" househoId contained 6.2 persons 
(Ibid: 47). This large number of family members would tend 
to indicate a 2 to 3 generation household. Kurusu favored 
smaller households (4.9 members), but Smith does refer to 
the fact that there were 4 retired grandfathers (1956: 83) 
and "a number of old people in the community" (Ibid: 85). 
Again, a multlgenerational household is indicated but not 
verified.
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Extended Family

Two extended families were recorded in both Nilike 
and Kurusu (Ibid: 64; Beardsley et_ al. 1959« 64) „ in each 
case, circumstances required members, who would normally 
leave, to stay and assume responsibility in the management 
:of family affairs. The various authors mentioned that these 
situations occurred by accident and are not a part of the 
anticipated household - pattern. Although,, yoshino mentions 
the presence of the extended family in Suye, no details are 
given as to their number and distribution (1954; 64).

The honke-bunke occurs In addition to the extended 
family. Pour households at Hilike were bunke; two were 
established since the. Occupation (Beardsley et_ al. 1959s 227). 
It is difficult to tell whether or not this household 
arrangement existed at Kurusu. Aside from the extended 
families mentioned above. Smith reports that the remaining 
households lived in separate dwellings (1956: 64). No evi
dence was given as to the proximity and kinship relations 
between houses, whether real or fictive. Yoshino gives no 
information concerning the honke-bunke structure.

Enculturation.and thi Roles of Family Members
In spite of Allied attempts to change two of the 

structural foundations of the Confucian family system, rural 
households remained patrilineal and followed the rules of 
primogeniture. The new Civil Code required equable laws of



Inheritance. However, actual practice in the postwar 
villages circumvented the laws sponsored by 8CAP (Ibid: 8l; 
Yoshino 1954: 103; Beardsley et al. 1959: 236-7)-

The traditional registration of households was done 
at the village office where all vital statistics were kept
in family records (kosekl) according to the name of the)
househead (koshu). The Civil Code stated there was to be 
no legal househead, but a ranking family member (hlttosha-) 
who was the nominal head. This law did not change the 
former practice, for there was a close correlation, between 
the new hlttosha and the old koshu (Smith 1956: 63).

The status positions with their prescribed behavior 
for household personnel showed remarkable similarity to 
those derived from Embree> Both Miiike and Kurusu. presented 
additional data about child-rearing practices and the inter
play of -family roles in•enculturatlon. Except where compara 
tive Instances are cited, the reader should not assume that 
these practices necessarily existed.in 1935. Embree did 
not give much detail and the following may represent change, 
variation, or simply a more thorough recording of the data.

Babies were delivered in the home, employing the 
services of a midwife. At Miiike, government cefctitohgd mid
wives have been uSed for the last three.decades (Beardsley 
et al. 1959: 290), while at Kurusu this was a post-surrender 
phenomenon. The after-birth was buried in a well-used spot;
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that from boys was placed near the threshold of the front 
door anti girls1 was placed out In the yard (ibitit 291).
When the baby was a. week old, a naming ceremony was held 
and the child’s birth was formally registered In the family 
kosekl (Ibid: 291;. Smith..1956: 70-1). The second milestone 
was the visit to the Shinto shrine. Called momoka-mairl in 
Kurusu, this visit traditionally occurred 100 days after 
birth. However, this practice was dying out among Kurusu’s 
young parents and the infant was now taken either at the 
Fall Festival or at the first New Year celebration after 
birth (Smith 1956; 72). In Niiike, this occasion was ob
served when a boy was 32.and a girl 33 days.old. Here the . 
ceremony was named miya mairl (Beardsley et_ al. 1959: 291). 
This same interval of a month was noted in Kurusu as the 
time when a child could be carried on the back (Smith 1956:
72). ■ • :'

The last formal observance of childhood was unique 
to Niiike--the shichl-go-san (seven-five-three ceremony)-- 
when mothers take children of these ages to visit the shrine. 
Should this occasion involve a 3-year old, there was the 
himo otoshi (belt-shedding ceremony). At this time,' the 
baby clothes were replaced by an adult inner and outer 
kimono with large tucks. These same clothes could be worn 
until the child, was about 15 (Beardsley et_ al, 1959: 295).

The care and training of children received
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considerable attention by the authors of Kurusu and NilIke. 
Babies were indulged and fondled whenever they criedj breast 
feeding was permissive, particularly during slack agricul
tural seasons (Ibid: 292; Sttilth 1956: 71). Usually, the 
child was weaned when the next baby arrivedi In the event 
there were no more Children, a baby could ask for the breast 
until age. 6 (Smith 1956: 71) . By the age of 1, a child, was 
taught to warn his mother that he must eliminate by making 
sounds or otherwise;attracting her attention. This was 
accomplished by holding the child up with his clothing 
pulled down and having him learn to respond and then to 
anticipate his mother's voiced urgings (Ibid: 71)*: Full 
control was expected by age two, but -lapse’s were not severe
ly punished. Generally, children were walking by the time ' 
they were l-l| years old.

This training was a long, continual process accom
plished with a minimum of punishment. Much of the training 
was done by the baby's mother and his paternal grandmother 
(Beardsley et al. 1959: 221). The endless, patient demon
strations and the Imitative learning observed earlier also 
occurred at Milike and Kurusu (Ibid: 297; Smith 1956: 72). 
Latitude was granted to youngsters, but they were continually 
reminded and shown the proper way of doing and saying things. 
It was of utmost importance to a child1 s parents that 'he 
knew the patterns of courteous behavior and controlled the
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polite forms of addressj training began long before--a child 
was expected to conform (Smith 1956: 74). One of the most 
effective means for coercive discipline was physical and 
psychological isolation, wherein a naughty child was de
prived of all the attention and physical contact he usually 
received (Beardsley et al. 1959: 297). Another means of 
punishment had a therapeutic intent. If a child became 
highly disobedient and temperamental between the ages of 
2 and 4, it was believed that worms might be the cause. 
Children could be taken to practitioners to rid them of'the 
worms. Sometimes their father would burn moxa (a dried 
herb) on their skins as a punitive measure (ibid: 294; Smith 
1956: 73)J this rarely happened twice to the same child.

The differential treatment received by boys and 
girls was noted by the modern authors as well as Embree.
11Boys are protected and deferred to" (Beardsley et al. 1959° 
299), while girls must shift for themselves. Ordinarily 
the training of elder children took on a very practical 
nature— they were instructed in their future roles in life.

AGE-GRADES
Ddnen still existed in post-occupation studies. 

Considerable attention was paid to their description at 
Niiike.

Some of these are no longer observed, and others are 
treated lightly. Perhaps the dominant reason for such 
neglect is to be found in the changing social
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conditions„ The very nature of age-grades Is under
going a gradual and subtle transformation that drains 
the significance from some of these ceremonies, 
leaving them empty symbols (Ibid: 288).

The first donen described at Nilike was "New Born," 
which began at birth and ended with the shrine visit to the 
Village tutelary god (ujigami) at the approximate age of 1 
month (Ibid s 289) <■ This ceremony marked the entrance into 
the next age-grade--"Infancy0n This donen ended with the 
hlmo otoshi, or beIt-Shedding ceremony, at age 3 (Ibid; 289). 
The former practice was also found at Kurusu, but the latter 
appears to be unique to Nillke. iv  ' 1 V - - ' :"

The next age-class, "Childhood," commenced with the 
belt-sheddihg and concluded at age l6 to 17 for boys, with 
the presentation of clothes, (hanko), or age 14 to 16 for 
girls with the tooth blackening ceremony. Neither of these 
was mentioned for Kurusu; both were rarely performed at 
Nillke (Ibid; 289). At this same age, boys and girls were 
in school acquiring.their compulsory education.

Formal schooling composed another dGnen. It was 
usually marked by the wearing of a uniform, except at 
Kurusu where they could not afford it (Smith 1956; 75)• As 
was pointed out above, this class included all young people 
attending school. With the 3-year extension of compulsory 
education,.a child’s advancement to successive age-grades 
and other formal life ceremonies had been delayed by 
several years. •
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Upon completion of compulsory schooling, boys and 

girls either cotitinued their education or returned to their 
domestic duties. At this time they were eligible to join 
the Youth.Associations. The Young Menfs Association 
(Seinendan) was present in all postwar studies; the Shojokai 
existed,only at Suye and was temporarily disbanded in 1952 
(Yoshino 1954s 70)0 Compared to the large range of prewar 
functions, the Seinendan retained a relatively minor role 
in buraku life. This is attributable to SOAP reforms 
directed against the "authoritarian" use of the Seinendan 
in the war effort. At Kurusu, each buraku elected 1 repre
sentative to attend mura meetings (Smith 1956s 7) and the 
only activities involved the promotion of the annual Bon 
dance as a social affair (Ibid: 112) and the sponsoring of 
a monthly film (ibids 3)- Suyefs Seinendan had 20-30 mem
bers who held 2-3 business meetings a year, which normally 
ended in drinking parties (Yoshino 1954s 70).

This reduction of activity was not observed at 
Niiike, where the Seinendan supplied "the initiative and 
most of the labor for many tasks connected with the com
munity's ceremonial life" (Beardsley et_ al. 1959s 253)»
These young men collected the money and provided labor to 
fix the shrine; they set up banners and structures necessary 
for the Fall Festivals!; they constructed the tableaus needed 
for the festival at the KOshingu Shrine every third year; ■
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they set out.the flags signaling rest periods during trans
planting and weeding; they helped villagers who were short- 
handed during busy seasons and they performed the village
patrol at the lunar New Year (Ibid s. 25#).

During the period of young adulthood, one was
married and, if male, could receive inherited position and
estate. The investigators at Nilike were unable to isolate 
the transition from the status of a young to a full adult, 
as no single occasion marked the new age-class. Adulthood 
was the most productive time of a man1s or woman*s life; it 
was charged with duties both to the family and the community 
The end of adulthood came with retirement (inkyo) at age 
60-6l.

The final donen was characterized by a shedding of 
responsibility and turning over the management of the house
hold to the eldest son and his wife. Oldsters devoted their 
attention to religious matters, and their pre-occupation 
with death led to a more strict observance of Buddhist 
practices (Smith 1956: 83). Retired grandparents were 
granted freedom of action and thought enjoyed only by chil
dren. Smith reports' loosened practices of etiquette and . 
speech, but behavior did not go to the extremes observed by 
Embree at Suye Mura... If possible, the retired couple lived 
in a separate room and most of.their requests were respected 
Inkyo was regarded as a. well deserved and happy time.



GO-RESIDENCE

The Mura
Village government was entrusted with many duties

and the offering of services to its residents:
. ..its formal powers include extensive police 
jurisdiction; the preservation of the safety, health,', 
and welfare of inhabitants; the construction and 
maintenance of roads, bridges, canals and Irrigation 
systems; the establishment and management of public 

: utility plants, schools, libraries, museums, hospitals,
jails, etc.; extensive taxing powers; investigative 

' authority and a variety of other powers (Beardsley 
et_ al. 1959s 350).

It staffed and supervised the village office through which ' 
taxes were collected; koseki records were kept; education 
and welfare was enacted^ the activities of the citizen’s 
association and the Shobddan were followed.; the agricultural 
and rationing records were maintained, and the like- (Yoshino 
1954s 51). It also appointed numerous committees delegated 
to perform tasks previously assumed by the village headman 
(Ibid: 51)« ■ The mura handled elementary education and fur
ther represented all its inhabitants In matters relating to 
secondary education. The PTA, Women’s Club (Fujinkai) and 
the Agricultural Co-operative were founded on a mura basis.

The Buraku ' / Iv/. ■
In the recent community studies, the buraku were of 

nearly comparable size--Niiike had 24 households (Beardsley 
et_ al. 1959s 352), Kurusu had 22 (Smith 1956: 64) and Suye’s



buraku averaged 27 households (Yoshino 1954: 65). The
; postwar buraim assembly., called kumlal Instead of burakukal,
had many specific functions. Primary among these,was the
selection of the headman, vice-headman, and certain buraku
officials. Those mentioned at Kurusu were the tax collector
and the agricultural headman who was liaison between the
buraku and the oo-operatlVe (Smith 1956s' 6), while at Bliike
there was a vice-headman, a treasurer and purchasing agents
(Beardsley et al. 1959: 355)= The assembly made decisions
on , • '

. . . reassessment of the productivity index of the 
land owned by membersj minor reclamation projects! 
the collective purchase of prize goods made available 
by the government as a reward for fulfillment of crop 
quotas j the time to carry out spring housecleaningj .. 
the date and arrangement for certain religious or 
traditional holidaysj the holding of collective en
tertainment . . .. and a variety of other matters of 
local concern (ibid: 355-6).
, The position of the buraku headman was an honorary 

one;■ it required a good deal of time and gave no financial, 
stipend. The headman was a custodianj he presided at buraku 
meetingsj represented the buraku in ceremonial occasions; 
notified other residents in the event of a birth, death or 
accident and organized any'co-operative action required1 he 
appointed officers for Short terms; and served: as liaison 
between the buraku and the village office (ibid: 356). The 
only mention of the duties of the buraku-cho at Kurusu was 
that he serves as head, "but his duties are light" (Smith
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Go-operative Units

The activities of the buraku were organized and car
ried, out through a series,, of co-residence based social units. 
Primary among these were the koju and dogyo. The koju was- 
participated in by all members of Niiike. "It is the co
operative work unit, the unit of management, protection and 
solidarity of the buraku: in other words, it is the primary 
organization that takes care of problems outside the scope 
of a single household" (Beardsley et al. 1959s 251). Its 
religious functions included the contribution of money and 
labor to maintain the shrine and the community worship. In 
its economic capacity,.the koju made contributions to 
charity, as a unit and informally managed the crop-requisition 
program.- It organized seasonal meetings to. clean • irrigation 
ditches and clear the local paths and roads. Although 
Obara Pond served others,- its management was left to Niiike- 
buraku and its koju. In addition, the koju greeted newly 
arriving brides and granted funeral assistance (ibid: 251-3). 
Kurusu1s dogyo was, a comparable unit, including all house
holds. It acted on 7 major occasions: admittance of a new 
household to membershipj births1 weddings; funerals; the 
spring and autumn festival for Jichin-san; road repair; and 
the Autumn Festival to Haichiman (Smith 1958: 9 ) Since the 
war, this unit has stopped its traditional practices of say
ing farewell to and greeting soldiers (Ibid: 10).



The lesser forms of co-operation included kattari, 
kumi and ko. Exchange labor (kattari) existed at both Suye 
(Yoshino 1954: 56-7) and Kurusu (Smith 1956: 16). -In con
trast with Suye's system, these groups in Kurusu changed • 
their composition from year to year.and even from season to 
season. They were not corporate. However, payment for ser
vices rendered followed the principle of exact reciprocity 
(Ibid: 16). Kattari were present in Nilike prior to and 
during the warj now most work is done separately by each 
household. (Beardsley et_ al. 1959s 260).

The kumi was another form of co-operative activity.
At the Autumn Festival to Hachlman, Kurusu acted as a kumi 
in sponsoring this ceremonySince the war, this;duty has 
been rotated between 10 buraku in Yasuhhra (Smith 1956: 12). 
From the accounts of prewar memory. Smith found mention of 
2 kumi which rented threshers and hullers (Ibid: 16). These 
groups no longer were active in 1952. ' At Nilike, kumi were 
created for co-operation in labor, raising money and sharing 
facilities (wells and baths)j no details were presented as 
to their specific structure and function (Beardsley et al. 
1959: 259). "

The final, co-operative unit was the ko (credit club). 
None were found at Kurusu (Smith 1956: 16) and at Nilike, 
they were no longer in fashion (Beardsley et_ al_. 1959: 260). 
Essentially this was due to the fact that farmers could



receive easy credit terms from the Agricultural Co-operative 
and they were no. longer dependent on donen or kin (Ibid:
260.) „• In postwar Suye, the formation of hew ko wasefaf less 
frequent'.

SOMLITIES ,
The iGRIGULTUML' GO-OPERATIVE took the place of the 

former Nokal (Yosialno 1954: 58-9). It was a mura based 
organization and membership was voluntary. Any farmer could 
belong by purchasing one or more shares (Smith 1956: 6lj 
Beardsley et al„ 1959s 281). This sodality handled the 
government crop-requisition program and farmers sold their 
crops to the co-operative. This sodality stored the crops 
and acted as the farmers1 agent in selling rice to the 
government or other markets. It performed credit and bank
ing functions of savings and loans. It acted as a source 
of information for irrigation,subsidies, insurance, advice 
on crops, etc., and provided soil testing services, fertiliz
er, seed, and agricultural equipment (Beardsley et al. 1959: 
280-1j Smith 1956s 6-7 & 61-2jYoshino 1954s 57-9).

The FIREFIGHTING ASSOCIATION (Shobodan) was present 
in all three Communities. At Niiike, membership in the mura 
organization was almost identical to that of the Seinendan, 
while at Suye, there was far more participation in the fire 
brigade. At Suye -this sodality was composed'of 14© members 
between the ages of 20 and 35. While on duty, these young



men wore special jackets. In addition to fires, the group 
was active in case of any emergency (Yoshino 1954: 62).
Its organization and duties were executed in a highly mill- . 
tary fashion (Ibid: 100). The only mention of Kurusu1s 
BWbodan was that it was inadequate and could not reach a 
fire in time to offer much assistance (Smith 1956: 7). ,

. The FOREST OWNER'S ASSOCIATION was a new sodality 
at Suye. No details were given as to its structure, func
tion, or degree of participation; only that it exists for 
"social reasons" (Yoshino 1954: 60).

IRRIGATION" ASSOCIATIONS existed in all three vil
lages. At Kurusu this sodality included resident and non
resident farmers in the buraku (29 households)„ This group 
met to repair flood damage and manage water distribution 
in case of drought (Smith 1956: 14). Nilike belonged to 
a complex hierarchy of 3 associations, all deriving wateir 
from the Twelve-Go-Canal (Beardsley et_ al. 1959: 134-5).
When necessary. Nilike and the other buraku of Upper Shinjo. 
Oaza would join the buraku of Lower Shinjo Oaza to clean 
and.repaid their common feeder ditch. ■ •  ̂ .

The LIVESTOCK ASSOCIATION was found in both Suye 
and Niiike. This was a gun (county) based group whose 
primary function was to provide advice and information to 
animal breeders. It was allied with the local.Agricultural 
do-operative (Ibid: 165j Yoshino 1954: 60).



The MERGHMT AND MMIJIACTWKER^S CO-OPERATIVE 
(Shskokal) was present only in Nilike„ Eamo Mura had 70 
members, all of whom were engaged, in manufacturing or sell
ing goods. This organization elected its own officers and 
held meetings for stimulating business and finding new mar
kets (Dull 1954: 60).

SERICULTURE CO-OPERATIVES continued to exist in Suye. 
These two sodalities were comparable to their prewar; form, 
but the intense competition no longer prevailed (Yoshino 
1954: 60), ' , '' * ■. ' '

The TOBACCO GROWERS ASSOCIATION was another new 
sodality at Suye . Acbordlng to Yoshino, it existed primarily 
for "social reasons." Structural details, activities and 
the amount of participation were not included (Ibid: 60-I) 

WOMEN^S ASSOCIATIONS (Eullnkal) occurred In each
village. This was a mura based sodality with branches in

: - . ■ . ■ ' ■: • ' - ' . . ■ ■ "■ each buraku. Theoretically, one woman from each household
belonged and buraku sections sent representatives to mura.
meetings'(ibid: 68-9J Smith 1956: 7j Beardsley et al. 1959s
255)„ All authors noted a marked decrease in the activities
of this sodality, since prewar times. Occasionally, the
Fujinkal arranged trips to scenic spotsj essentially.it' 4
supported lectures and" demonstrations.
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ANALYSIS OF CULTURE CHANGE

PROCEDURAL CONSIDERATIONS 
The assumption guiding this paper contends that the 

nature of processes of change can be analyzed by comparing 
two synthesized ethnographic models from different points 
' in time. . ' .

The procedure based on this assumption consisted of 
four consecutive steps. The first requisite for the study 
of culture change is the dimension of timej two' time periods 
were accordingly defined for this analysis. The second 
step involves the indication of difference through time.
In our procedure this is accomplished by comparing two models 
of enculturation to isolate the differences in the ethno
graphic record. The third requisite is to demonstrate that 
these differences are. In fact, change rather than cultural 
variation. To determine the nature of the differences, the 
question was asked--what is the source for this difference? 
Answers to this question fell into three groups: 1) dif
ferences attributable to an observed source (i.e., SCAB-8S 
3-year extension of compulsory education)j 2) differences 
originating from an inferred source (i.ev, disappearances 
of ko because cash was available from other sources)j and

9 4  V  :



3) differences due to regional practices (i.e., a naming 
ceremony' oh the third day at Suye as opposed to the 7 day 
interval at- Kurusu and Nilike). The first two groups, with 
differences- derived from observed'and inferred sources were 
considered change, the third as variation. The final re
quisite for the analysis of change is to delineate,the 
common and variant characteristics of each instance of cul
ture change. .1

ANALYSIS OF GHA-NGE
Education

Of all areas in which enculturation was active, 
education showed the most changes as a direct result of .
Allied reforms. Diachronic comparisons reveal a complete 
replacement of the formal organization of the school system.
Its control was decentralized and transferred to local school 
boards and superintendents. Educational facilities were ex
panded and new schools constructed to handle the 3-year 
extension of compulsory edueation. For enculturation, the 
most significant changes were the introduction of co-educa
tion and the revision of both the curriculum and teaching 
practices. Each change was-Included under the Allied pro
gram-- for democratization.

. Prior to the war, Japanese policy makers had devised , 
an educational program united with religious and govern
mental aims to produce loyal citizens who would unquestioningly
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serve the State. The philosophical Sanctions derived from 
kodd, kokutai and •-Shintoj all taught the raison d'-etre of 
Japan and her benevolent mission to the peoples of the 
world. The instrument used to inculcate these beliefs was 
a carefully prescribed and highly standardized school cur
riculum. The course material responsible for teaching these 
concepts was Shushin, history and geography. > The effective
ness of this mass program of indoctrination may be measured 
in the prewar studies, where school masters and teachers 
closely adhered to the dictates of the Mombusho.

SOAP1s reforms in the curriculum were based on the 
Stoddard Education Mission to Japan. The fact that all 
proposed measures were followed in Kurusu, Suye and Nilike 
reflects the extent of. change wrought in educational subject 
matter. It is significant to note that the most Intense • 
Japanese criticism of the Allied changes involved the in- 
treduction.of: co-education and the deletion of Shushin. 
Although social science courses were substituted in place 
of morals courses, they were too broad and flexible for the 
teachers to delineate a particular system.of values. Older 
generations pointed bitterly toward the presence of co- 
education and the lack of a course in morals, remarking on 
the lax observation of. etiquette and traditional patterns 
of behavior (Beardsley et al. 1959° 301; Smith 1956s 74-5). 
Instruction in morals.had always been regarded as the duty of



formal education.
Although the Allied program attacked the ultrana- ■ 

tlonallsttc alma of prewar education, perhaps, the most 
undemocratic feature of the system was that It sought to 
indoctrinate subservience of the individual to the group 
and unquestioned compliance with authority. Where prewar 
emphasis was laid on co-operation, group cohesiveness and 
fulfillment of obligations, postwar education focused on 
competitive initiative, individualism and the assumption of 
rights. These two diametrically opposed ideologies call for 
very different teaching practices! post-occupation studies 
reported little change. At Togo and Suye Mura, children 
were taught by rote. Regardless of their ability and indi
vidual performance, each child was promoted from one grade 
to the next. At Kurusu and Niiike, these traditional prac
tices continued. Free discussions were encouraged and 
individual attention was granted, but academic advancement 
.remained automatic. The offering of incentives was un
changed too! at contests, athletic events and so forth, all 
participants were awarded -prizes for the "face" of the family 
each child represented.

A re-education program was provided for Japan®s" 
teachers. Many felt a sincere desire to accept self-direc
tion and the responsibilities of thought and act ion j- others 
were bewildered by their new role and confused by the
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conceptual framework behind Allied reforms (Yoshino 1954: 
77).' Teachers had always received guidance in what and how 
they taught, a context unprovocative of original thought„ 
Furthermore, deviation from the prescribed text was not 
accepted or tolerated. Thus, old fears of deviation and 
lack of effective guidance in. postwar times posed grave 
barriers for teachers to surmount. It is not surprising 
that some teaching still bore dictatorial overtones (Ibid: 
77).

KINSHIP

The Household
Embree and Nishikiorl observed the predominance of 

the multi-generational lineal family at Suye and Togo. This 
same family type predominated after the occupation. Data 
from Kurusu and Suye were presented in such a way as to 
make this a. matter of surmise rather than fact. However, 
at Niilke the modal family did consist of the grandparents, 
the head couple and their children, indicating a continua
tion of the characteristic prewar pattern. The second most 
frequent family type was the conjugal-nuclear, found among 
city evacuees and newly established branch houses.

The size and composition of the post-occupational 
rural household is of considerable import in connection with 
two ever-increasing phenomena in Japan -urbanizat ion and 
population mobility. Urban development has caused the
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atomization of the traditional family pattern in favor of 
smaller nuclear families-(Beardsley et al„ 1959: 227; Dore 
.1958? 20-2). The increase in nuclear fami-lies at Nil ike 
was attributed to the influx of city evacuees.. Population 
mobility increased with the continual migration of young 
rural folk to the cities to find spouses, employment, or 
pursue higher education. Embree noted in the decade between 
1925-1935 that 22 persons left Suye, the whereabouts of 4 
of whom were unknown (1939: 69). In a comparable period, 
Yoshino recorded "three families had moved to cities, two 
to mines, several are teaching in schools outside of the 
village and living out, and the whereabouts of a few are 
still unknown” (195 :̂ 46-7). Immigration into Suye has 
steadily increased since the war,- as it did in Kurusu and 
Niiike. i. reflection of this increase is demonstrated in 
Suye where the number of non-native househeads almost 
doubled in the interim between 1935 and 1952 (Ibid: 48).

The Extended Family
Traditionally, this unit.(Dpzoku-dan) was economi

cally self-contained, producing most of what it consumed. 
Members of the family farmed together, produced their food, 
sewed the-ir own garments, maintained the childrens health, 
educated them in social more's, and performed ritual obser
vances necessary for day-to-day life. With the Increased 
social mobility prior to the war, these groups started to



break down.
After the surrender, the Ddzoku-dan became markedly 

changed--socially and economically. Changes in both the 
structure and function of this unit were caused by two 
factors5 immigration and land reform. Younger sons, who 
set up branch houses in towns ' and cities away from their 
place of birth, lived a very different life from that of 
their elder brothers. The young man was househead in his 
own right without the domination of his father. His wife 
moved freely in their home, not subject to h’ar taofoherain- 
law1s authority and demands. Children were not reared in 
the same house with their grandparents. All of this lent 
little continuity and tradition to the new branch house.
The land reform program reduced the large holdings and 
equalized land ownership. Surplus property was not avail- 
able to support extended families and establish bunke. 
Former bunke were removed from their economic and social 
subjugation to the main house and landlord-tenant relation
ships were dissolved, leveling local social distinctions.

Economic changes saw income used to purchase goods 
and Services previously provided by the kinship unit. Vir
tually everything the family needed was purchased from a 
wide variety of consumer goods. Where family production 
and income had always been co-operative efforts, wage em
ployment tended to create individual ownership and
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utilization' of capital. Old family crafts and occupations 
gave way to skilled jobs, and households became economi
cally dependent on outside specialists. Control of health 
and public welfare was assumed by the local government, 
removing yet another function of the larger kin group. For
mer religious observances were curtailed because of SCAPa s 
attacks against State Shinto. . ,

The breakdown of the extended family was not so much 
a result of SCAP's reforms as it was a reaction to changing 
economic phenomena.. Most goods and services were purchased 
for cash, removing the economic necessity for a broad co
operative kinship unit. Increasing population and social 
mobility attracted young men and women to the cities. Emi
grating children established homes away from their birth
place losing contact with and economic dependence on the 
main family. The land reform program reduced the size of ,
holdings so that a farmer's property could support himself 
and his family. With the exception of a few cases, land 
was not available to establish and support the extended 
family Unit. ‘ . '

Family Roles and Enculturation
.Japan's traditional family system reckoned descent 

patrilineallyj the post-occupation studies indicate the 
persistence of this practice. Patrilineage and. patrilocal 
residence were re-enforced by the rules of primogeniture.
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where a matiFs position and estate were passed to his eldest 
son. Allied reforms abolished primogeniture in favor of 
equal inheritance laws. Because fractionalization of small 
sections of land into numerous smaller pieces was impractical 
and unreasonable, farmers circumvented the new laws. Thus, 
the three prewar customs of patrillneage, patrilocal resi
dence, and primogeniture were continued in spite of Allied 
reform.

Another practice, related to the Importance of 
lineage, was the way in which family records (koseki) were 
kept. The birth, marriage and.death of family members were 
registered by the household at the village office. With 
SCAB'S elimination of the authoritarian position of house- 
head, a "ranking" member was to assume this duty. Despite 
this1 slight modification, koseki continued to report the 
family vital statistics.

In the 20 year interim between 193h and 1955, the
personal status positions (mibun) of family members.re
mained unchanged. In so far as they distinguish how these 
socially determined positions are differentiated, the fore
going status descriptions may well be regarded as ideals.
On the other hand, they may be characterized as conventional 
pictures of what people used to doj by no means do they 
represent the actuality of current role behavior. Status 
positions were ascribed at: birth according to sex and age
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relative to other siblings. Later in life> additional sta
tus was ascribed by inheritance.. Each family position is 
an integral part of a mechanism perpetuating the household 
system. In this sense, family mibun were corporate. How
ever, all were not continuously filled and, when vacated, 
remained open until the succeeding individual was prepared 
to assume the obligations and rights of the position. In
dividual status and interests were subordinate to those of 
the household; each child was taught the importance of 
family status (iegara) and his role in maintaining it.

Prevailing child-rearing techniques at both'time 
levels manifested permissiveness in breast feeding, weaning 
and training in elimination. Instead of emphasizing:inter
nalized ethical codes instilled by parental punishment, 
Japanese parents used social evaluation and estraclsmas 
disciplinary sanctions. Otherwise, children were admonished 
by slaps and pinchesj reproofs, threats and cajoling were 
also employed. As a severe punishment, moxabustion was 
practiced at Kurusu and Niiikej Embree did not report this 
technique. Children of early years were indulged by parents 
and grandparents alike, receiving plentiful attention and 
love. Youngsters formed affectionate relationships with all 
members of the household, but particularly with their 
mothers and grandmothers,

From a young age, children learned by imitating their
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. elders and were 'continually shown the proper way of doing 
and saying things„ As.the child matured, conformance to 
defined role;’behavior became more exact, particularly as 
he came into Increasing contact with others„ All of the 
authors observed the differential treatment of children 
according to sex. Preferential treatment and less restrict
ed behavior were granted to boys while their sisters' con
duct was more.strictly supervised. Both boys and girls 
were instructed for their future roles in life. This train
ing started with performance of regularly assigned tasks 
which gradually assumed larger proportions of responsibility, 

Ethnographic information oh child-training is such 
that change and variation are difficult to ascertain. Most 
differences are probably attributable to the extensive re
search in recent times„ Two intensive studies were made; 
one at Takashima. by the Nor becks (1956 s 651-73) and another 
at Wakayama by Miss Eanham (1956s 565-83). Comparisons with 
these wider, data reveal close correlation on subjects covered 
in all sources. Miss Lanham's statistical, treatment of .child- 
rearing practices indicated a good deal of variability for 
the ages of weaning (Ihlds 566, fable 1) and bowel control 
(Ibids 568  ̂Table 2). Additionally, she notes the early 
inculcation of:"pfderliness,: cleanliness, manners'and neat - . 
ness" plus "proper behavior and attitudes in relation to 
children with whom the child plays" (Ibid: 581).



The rural studies evidence little change In comply
ing with the proposed changes In the institution of mar
riage. The choice of a partner was regarded as a family 
affair and left to the wise choice of parents in both 
Kurusu (Smith 1956; 77) and Niiike (Beardsley et al. 1959: 
323).The* services of a go-between were used to obtain a 
complete dossier on both the prospective spouse and his or 
her family. The marriage was performed only after both 
families agreed on the contract and the intended bride and 
groom had an accidental meeting. Free-love marriages were . 
known but disapproved ofj romantic attachments made realis
tic evaluation of the marriage partner Impossible and such 
entanglements involved the household and the kindred as well. 
Although young Niiike men estimated that 10$ of the recent. 
marriages were based on meetings made prior to formal ne
gotiations, they hesitated to regard these as love marriages 
(Ibid: 317). Data derived from psychological tests (TAT) 
at Niiike, show that stories, about love marriages

contain tension of some kind between parents and child 
or between marriage partners. In other words, many of 
the men and women in Niiike who bring up the subject 
of.love marriages still can not see them as a positive 
accomplishment, but see it (sic) as a source of dis- 

. ruption (De Vos i960: 295).
Such marriages are regarded as rebellious in origin and any
subsequent stress elicits strong feelings of guilt (Ibid:
294). The cause of this disruptive influence is "the loss
of control involved in a love relationship that interferes
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with the prescribed Ilfe goals of the Individual” (Ibid;
299)o ' ' ' '

Choice-of residence was applicable In a limited 
sense, to all children but the eldest son. Upon marriage 
the heir apparent, remained in his consanguine home in an 
apprenticeship which would enable him to assume control of 
family affairs. Younger sons left the parental home to be 
adopted or to migrate to the cities for paying jobs. When 
girls were married, they left their homes to take up resi
dence with their husband’s family. After the surrender, 
these young people were supposed to be able to choose where 
they would live1 no data in the ethnographic record indicates 
that such decisions occurred.

Matrimonial equality was to be achieved by granting 
to women rights equal to those enjoyed by their husbands1 
these included joint ownership of property and equal rights 
in obtaining a divorce, equal obligations to chastity and 
equal rights in the household. As was mentioned previously, 
the farmers circumvented the law and still observed primo
geniture. Neither wives nor daughters-owned tangible 
property, with the exception of elaborate family dolls which 
were passed fromteone house mistress to the next. Divorce 
action usually resulted from the inability of the wife to 
adjust to her.parents-in-law and vice versa. When in
tolerable friction developed, the wife would be divorced
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but no breakdown was given as to cause or who Instigated
proceedings (Beardsley et al. 1959t 390-1). Adultery was
a crime committed by a woman who had relations with a man
to whom she was not married. No such concept existed for
the reverse situation, where extra-marital relations were a
husband’s prerogative. No information was obtained to
indicate a change in the old notions about marriage and
chastity.

Traditional practices of adoption were not targets 
of Allied reform. Post-occupation studies reported the 
maintenance of this custom, often in accelerated form be
cause of the loss of sons in World War Hi. All forms of 
adoption persisted and it is interesting to note that in 
Kufusti, the nieces and nephews of the hdusehead were pre
ferred, giving the extended family an additional function.

The rural Japanese household was an enterprise in 
which each member had a unique status according to his 
assigned tasks .(Nagai arid Bennett 1953« 247) and each la
bored to perpetuate the united welfare of all. Not only 
did this pertain to the physical division: of labor in the 
house and fields, but extended to the social patterns of 
day-to-day Tlfev In- compensation for this perpetual effort, 
the family offered .its members benefits; health and welfare 
were maintairied, unemployment was non-existent and when one:
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reached a. non-productive age, he or she was retained as a 
consuming family member (Taueber 1951: 153)-

A^B-GRADES
There is remarkable consistency in the fact that 

the first age-class is still observed Both variation and 
change . are evident in the postwar studies „ During the, 
course of infancy, a child has a. naming ceremony „ in prewar 
Suye, this occurred 3 days after birth, while the interval . 
at Kurusu and Niiike was 7 days. In both of these buraku, 
this is a traditional practice, indicating variation rather
than change„ The occasion marking the end of the first
■■ ■ v... - . ; ; " - y ■ ■ 'donen is the baby11* s visit to the tutelary god of the mura..
This event took place at the same time in Suye and Niiikej 
boys were taken when they were 31 days old and girls at 33 
days. In spite of the observance of this occasion 100 days 
after birth in Kurusu, the same 32 day period in Kurusu • 
marked the end of the mother*s period of restrictions and 
the time when the baby, may be carried on the back. Smith 
attributes the change at Kurusu to the decreasing observa
tion of religious practices after SOAP's reforms (1956; 72).

The second donen remained very much the same, group
ing pre-school children together until age 6., At this time, 
they started their formal schooling and entered the third 
donen. Formerly this transition was marked by a visit to 
the Shinto shrine where the priest gave a lecture and
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presented- each child his first book in Shushin„ This prac
tice was abolished by SOAP. Hiiike had a similar occasion 
for 7-5-3 year olds called Shichigosan; the ethics book was 
not handed out 6 '

School-age formed the third age-grade. This grouping 
was present prior to the war, but its duration has been 
increased with the additlon of 3 more years of compulsory 
education. Also more youngsters are going -beyond required 
education to attend institutions of higher learning. If 
a young person is able to continue his education, he will 
remain a member of this donen.'. Otherwise, he will stay at .
home and procure a job or work on the family farm. For the 
sake of convenience, this age-class might well be subdivided 
to indicate various levels of education, such as primary, 
secondary and advanced..

The fourth donen was young adulthood. In 1930 Suye 
and Togo, youth between 15-40 belonged to the Seinendan and 
Shojokai. During this time-span, males served their term 
of conscription and eldest sons received their inheritance. 
Both young men and women would anticipate marriage and the 
start of a family. In the later studies, this class was not 
so well delineated and traditional markers became jumbled. 
Young people could belong to the Youth Associations ifi they 
wished; membership was not required. SOAP abolished the ' 
term of conscription. At Nliike, tooth blackening and
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presentation -of clothing were present, but less frequently 
observed. The extended period- of education has superim
posed an artificial age-grouping between school and marriage, 
which has delayed passage to later life ceremonies.

Adulthood was the fifth age-class,. The only current 
event which seems to mark the transition between young and 
fiall adulthood Is the male’s inheritance of househeadshi-p 
and his father’s estate. In prewar Suye, this occurred at 
age 40 .with termination of membership in the Seinendan. It 
was expected that about this time men would assume the 
responsibility of. managing household affairs. Although 
adult status retains: its traditional obligations and rights, 
the point of transition has become variable and blurred.

The last donen was old age> membership began with 
retirement (inkyo) and ended with death. This class still 
existed after the- war, but it had undergone change. The 
ceremony indicating the beginning of inkyo in Suye, was 
rarely performed at Milike and Kurusu. The status remained, 
but the Initiating practice was less frequently observed. 
Behavior patterns of retired grandparents remained unrestrlet 
ed; Smith points out that he did not witness the broad range 
of ribald behavior recorded by Embree. It is difficult to 
say whether or not this is change; no indication is given 
one way or another. Retired grandparents took an increasing 
interest in Buddhist practices and observed ritual
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participation. In summary, the meaning of retirement reir 
mained the same, although some of its formalized aspects 
are experiencing change„

00-RESIDENCE

The Mura
•• On April 17, 1947, the LOCAL AUTONOMY LAW was passed
(SOAP 1949s 14), Its purpose was to change the prewar ad
ministrative structure to one where local governments had 
charge of their own affairs„ Some changes did take place 
as a result of the Allied program. Specifically, these in
cluded the popular election of the mayor and assemblymen; 
increased interest and participation in local affairsj and 
the granting of more autonomy to the mayor and assembly 
(songikai)„

In each instance of change, the form was different 
but old meanings and techniques of operation persisted. 
Villagers went through the gestures of a democratic election, 
frequently voting for just the number of candidates to fill 
the vacant seats. The slate of nominees was arrived at 
through a meeting of buraku leaders who made arrangements to 
predetermine their buraku's vote (Dull 1954: 187). Each 
buraku votes as a solid block, so the chosen candidate® s 
victory was assured. Thus, the buraku Was able to select the 
Individuals who. would represent their' interests in mura
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affairs„

The same held true for mayoralty elections. In 
Nilike one could campaign for mayor after filing a petition 
(Ibid: 1?6). Often, the 16 assemblymen would agree on a 
particular individual, making an election unnecessaryj the 
traditional practice of selecting the mayoralty candidate 
by agreement in the songikai still existed, although in a 
converted form.

After the occupation, village government could be 
characterized by its singular lack of authority and local 
autonomy. The songikai was responsible for enacting mura 
ordinances and the regulations for their implementation. But 
"most village ordinances were regulations drafted as model 
legislation by the Local Government Section of the General 
Affairs Department of the prefecture! government" (Beardsley 
et_ al. 1959: 362). Drafts of this legislation were sent to 
the mayor who might adapt them to regional conditions. Sub
sequently they were presented to the assembly and enacted 
without change. Each ordinance was taken apart and reviewed 
in a piecemeal fashion before, passagej often heated dis
cussion ensued. The discussions served to Inform the mayor 
and guide his actions (see Ibid: 36o-4j Dull 1954: 175-90;
& Ward 1953: 180-93). Japanese concepts of-propriety laid 
emphasis on the appearance of conformity and unanimity. 
Traditionally, decisions were made through recommendation
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and consensus to attain compromise (Kerlinger 195!• 36-41;).
This type of decision-making was followed in the many non- 
legal meetings held by the mayor and songikai to determine 
their course of action. Thus all disagreements were recon
ciled prior to the regular sessions (Dull 1954: 187).

This brief survey may indicate that the songikai was 
entirely subordinate to the mayor and that he held the 
balance of power in mura administration. This interpreta
tion would not be correct, for the mayor is subject to con- 
• trols which hardly make his position or powers autonomous. 
Strong'prefectunal control is exercised over his activities 
through the Chiho J imusho (the county office of the prefect- 
ural government) and the ChSsonchokai (an association of 
town and village mayors). Policies were discussed and • 
decisions made through these units and passed on to the 
mayors at their monthly gun meetings. Generally, the local 
mayors abide by these decisions and see them implemented in 
the area under their jurisdiction (see Ibid: 175-901 Ward 
1953? 193-202; & Beardsley et al. 1959; 369-70).

The changes wrought by SOAP brought election pro
ceedings and more autonomy to mura affairs. However, the 
traditional means of choosing oandldateB through an intricate 
private system, making decisions by consensus, and curtailing 
local autonomy still persisted. Much of the form of Allied 
proposals was followed in combination with former



operational techniques.

The Buraku
Synchronic comparisons in post-occupation times re

vealed that the structure and composition of the buraku and 
their assemblies varied from community to communityThe 
number and times of meetings were different as was the na
ture of the liaison between buraku and the mura. However, 
membership in the assembly was determined on a household' 
basis„ In spite of Hilled efforts to abolish this unit, 
it remained intactj the solidarity of the role and status 
of the household continued unchallenged in the milieu of ' 
buraku activities.

. Most buraku activities were concerned with organiz
ing collective activity and solving problems common to all 
households„ We find marked differences in functions between 
Suye and Niiike. Nilike-buraku announced holidays, repaired 
bridges, and set the time for annual spring housecleaning.
The first two functions were duplicated in Suye. In addi
tion, Suye * s buraku admitted new: households, saw to crop 
requisitioning, granted emergency aid and funeral assistance, 
said farewell to and greeted soldiers, built houses, repaired 
roads and roofs and gathered at the time of weddings. Such 
marked variation is, in part, explained by the fact that 
Niiike possessed a .social unit called the koju, which was 
not found at Suye. This unit performed many of the



the above-mentioned functions of Suye's buraku (see below).

Co-operative units
The koju was a social unlit to which all members of 

the buraku belonged and in whose activities all households 
participated. This same unit was found in Kurusu, there 
called the"dogyo. Although it was not specifically desig
nated as such by Hishikiori it seems highly probable that a 
comparable unit existed in Togo. By comparing the various 
functions listed in Table I, it is readily discernable that 
this unit performed most of the functions of the buraku and 
kumi system at Suye.

Kattari existed after the occupation at Kurusu, but 
in a very different form from comparable units at Suye. 
Kurusu1s exchange labor groups were not corporate structures 
and the composition, of personnel changed. Smith gives no 
indication as to whether these kattari always possessed this 
naturej therefore it is difficult to say if this represents 
change or variation. It may be indicative of change, as 
it i,s in Niiike where kattari existed prior to the war. Now, 
most field labor is done by kinship or donenj hired labor 
is also obtained.

Great variation was found in the kumi. At Kurusu, 
the kumi organized to share equipment had deteriorated and 
no longer were present after the occupation. One type of 
kumi embraced the entire burakuj Kurusu acted as a kumi in
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sponsoring the. Autnmn Festival to,Hachlman, Kutrii:were re
ported in Niiike for co-operative labor, raising money, and 
sharing facilities„ In contrast to ,both, Sayers kumi were 
rigidly structured with assigned duties. After a year, 
tasks were rotated, so that each household contributed an 
equal share to the community's co-operative endeavors.

Kd were absent in Kurusu and Niiike in postwar 
times. Like kattari, money raising associations were no 
longer necessary; funds could be obtained from the agricul 
tural co-operative and other sources. In comparison, 1935 
Suye had a ,large number and variety of ko; Yoshino reported 
a marked decrease in their formation and activities in 1952

Sd , ' , SODALITIES
Four sodalities were untouched by SCAP reforms, 

including the Sericulture, Livestock, Irrigation, and Fire- 
fighting Associations. Of these, only one--the Irrigation 
Association--was present in all five villages. In agri
cultural communities, the problem of water control and 
distribution’is paramountj our sample indicates the vari
ability of possible solutions. At both time levels and 
through time, the Sericulture and Livestock Associations 
evidenced little variation. Shobodan (Firefighting Asso
ciations) were present in all communities but Togo. Dif
ferences pertained to age and assignment of membership. In 
prewar Suye, one individual from each household between
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25-40 served in this sodality„ After the war, the age 
range was 20-35 and any young man could belong„ At Nilike, 
the age limits were 15-35 and membership was open to any 
male of these ages.

Because of their part in perpetuating ultranational
ism and authoritarian practices, the Allies abolished the 
Agricultural, Reservists1 and Women's Patriotic Associations„ 
In place of the first and third, new sodalities were sub
stituted, the Agricultural.Co-operative and the Women's Club.

Rather than creating a. new sodality, the Allies 
chose to overhaul the Youth Associations by eliminating 
their former militaristic attributes. Marching drills and 
training in the-use of weaponry were deleted, along with 
required attendance at particular Shinto observances and 
Buddhist services for the military dead. Efforts were made 
to direct their activities into social channels. The 
Seinendan in Niiike■continued to play a major role in com
munity life, whereas the same group in Kurusu and Suye was 
relegated to a minor position. Neither Niiike nor Kurusu 
had the Shojokai, and during Yoshlnoi!s stay, the one in Suye 
was temporarily disbanded.

Several new sodalities made their appearance In post - 
occupation times. Primary among these was the Parent - 
Teachers Association. Like its American counterpart, this 
organization was designed to bring the parents of school-age
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children Into contact with the teachers„ Together, these 
groups could better understand the other's viewpoint and 
might find solutions to common problems. The PTA was present 
in'each of the recent reports. .Two new groups were created 
at Suye after the time of Embree's study, the Tobacco 
Grower's and Forest Owner's Associations. From Yoshino-'s 
brief account, both appear to be social in nature. In 
passing, it should be pointed out that none of the contem
porary communities had the SCAP-s.ponsored '4h Clubs. In 
conjunction with the new local governments, many bureau
cratic groups were formed. Because membership.on these 
committees was usually made by appointment, these have not 
been included in our discussions.
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The pmrpose of this seetloa is to develop 

a elassifieatiom of the ehamges examined in the foregoing 
pageso The theoretical framework employed involves a very 
explicit approach to the problem of culture change| it 
draws on the ideas of other investigators as well as my 
owrio It attempts to advance understanding of culture 
change by focusing on the concept of processo .

For the sake of clarity, "process" should be
■ . - ". : / : - . :■ , ;; V ',, • 7 ■ i;;;

defined<. Webster's hew Golleglate Dictionary describes
process as? .

1)Act of proceeding; progress; advance« 2)a Any 
phenomenon which shows a continual change in time? 
as, the process of growth0 b A series of actions 
or operations definitely conducing to an end? 00 0 
as, the process of making steelo

Social anthropologists have not consistently used any
one of these three concepts in analyzing cultures, resulting
in confusion as to what is meant by process as a cultural
phenomenono That is, the series of steps of actions which
constitute process (like making steel) have not always
been distinguished from the results (growth)* In this paper,

120 '
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these two aspects of process will he clearly differentiated 
and their relationships . examined«,

Process is dynamic and inherently refnires time*
When an amthropolcgist ohserfes the way people hehave in 
a certain context at a specific point in time, he is taking 
a reading along a continuum of change= Each reading is 
a synchronic picture like the single frame of a motion 
pictureo If several of these frames were placed in their 
proper chronological order and viewed one after another, 
then change could he demonstratedo

It is essential to understand the level of abstraction
assumed when discussing “process,,“ For example, consider the 

■ ■ ■ ■ " . - '. process of fusiono This process combines a new form.with
an old meaning, or a new meaning becomes associated with an
old fora; in either case, a new: combination results composed
of foreign and indigenous elements =. Here is a description
of events on the ethonographic level referring to new
combinations of cultural elements® However, the phrase,
“process of fusion,“ also infers the series of steps which
resulted in particular kinds of recombination® The basic
data level.must be distinguished from the proeessual level
so that we can acknowledge the relationship between the
Steps through which change occurs, and the class or classes
of ensuing results 0 What is troublesome with our terminology
Is that the scope and limitations of common terms have not



■been established»
I , , Ob, the ^thmographic level we watch what people do
and simultaneously observe how they aeeomplish what they are 
doingo At this observational level these elements are 
inseparable? what people do (results) and the steps they take 
in doing it (process) are one and the same activity0 
However9 at an analytieal level the results and processes 
may be differentiated* An analogy will assist in elarifying 
this pointo For instanoeg most of us are acquainted with the 
process of boiling a potato0 Firsta a woman washes and 
peels the potato * Then she fills a kettle with water, drops 
the potato in the water, and places both the container and 
the potato on the stove* The heat is. turned on and the 
woman waits until the water boils* The water boils for ; 
a given length of time, say twenty minutes, and the heat 
source is turned off* The result of these activities is 
a boiled potato * In this fashion, we observed what the 
woman did and how she achieved it, these actions are 
inseparable* ©n the other hand,.analysis of this activity 
reveals two. distinct 'elements—  the result (a boiled potato) 
and the process (steps.taken in boiling the potato)*

- ©lose examination reveals that particular steps 
must' occur in a prescribed order* The object will not 
start to cook until the fluid boils, the degree of 
'fdoneness1* depends on the. length of time the fluid is
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maintained at a gireD. temperature0 This same cooking 
prinoiple is applicable to rice, beef9 eggs, or vegetables, 
and the flmid may be milk, soap, water or wkatevero Here 
we have logically proceeded from the ethnographie level, 
watching the woman boil the ootatOg to the analytical 
level, isolating the proeedusEal steps, to the classifieatory 
level, delimiting the broeess of boiling per se0

A similar logical progression may be exemplified 
with cnltnral materialso fake,-for example, the annual 
spring houseeleaning, visits of 6-year olds to Shinto 

' shrines, and the 3-year term of conscription noted in the 
1930 =» 1939 time horizon. After the occupation, none of 
the practices existed1 the statement regarding their 
non-existence is based on observations made at the 
ethnographic level, comparable to watching a woman balling 
a potato. In advancing to the analytical level, we find 
each instance of loss was a direct result of one of SOAP's 
reforms, Ihe process leading to: these deletions involves 
the aim of the reforms, their nature, and techniques of 
implementation1 Just, as the boiling process included am 
object in fluid, a specific amount of temperature and time, 
Bach change shares a common feature =”= the absence of a 
former native role, practice, or institution. On the 
classifieatory level we may speak of the process of 
"cultural loss,"as we referred to the process of "boiling,”



fkis tri-level logieal model was followed in developing the 
classifieations for process in culture change, cultural 
maintenance and cultural growtho

After charting the observed changes, eight types
were delimitedo Bach will be defined and accompanied by
ethnographic examples (see Table I!)® In alphabetical order

■ _ , ... . ' -i
A3DBITI01 may be defined as, the acceptance of both

the form and meaning o%a foreign innovation which replaces
nothing pre-existent in the.indigenous eultureo In the
post-occupation sample, this process accounts for the
addition of school superintendents,'.minimum standards of
academic excellence9 PTA, Income Tax and the Tobacco
Grower1s and Forest Owner’s Associationso lo cultural
items comparable to these were present in the configuration
of rural cultural life priof to the Occupation®

ASglMlMTIOi is the aceepfanee - of both the form and
meaning of a foreign element which replaces a role, practice
or institution in the native society® ‘During the occupation
there was a wide range of assimilated elements brought about
principally through enforced acceptance® In each case
listed below, Japanese citizens had no choice but to
participate® Assimilation brought co-education in
classrooms, $ years of compulsory education, revised texts,
school boards, a new structure and organization of the
school system, courses in social science, a shift in the
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TABLE II
PROCESSES OF CHANGE IN JAPAN

PROCESSES
. . :. ,

' : . EXAMPLES

ADDITION
School Superintendents 
Minimum standards of 
academic excellence

Tobacco Growers 
Forest Owners 
Income.tax 
PTA

ASSIMILATION
Social, science courses 
9 yr„ compulsory educ. 
School boards 
Organization and struc
ture of school system 
Orientation of educ.

Co-education 
Land.reform 
Consumer economy 
Re-issued texts 
Agricultural co-op 
Religious freedom

COMPARTMENT- 
ALIZATION "

Popular elections 
Role of women (vote)

Teaching practices

CULTURAL LOSS
Shushin, history & 
geography 
Farewell & greeting 
of soldiers 

Visit.to shrine-6 
Conscription 
Inkyo

Kattari & Ko 
Spring housecleaning 
Pregnancy taboos 
Pollution 
restrictions 
Shojokai
Reservists' Assn.

DISINTEGRATION
State controlled educ„ 
Extended family 
Co-operation 
Mutual aid

Puberty rites 
Shinto rituals 
Praying priests 
Landlord-tenant

FUSION
Academic promotion 
Offering incentives 
Love relationship & 
.arranged marriages

Local autonomy 
Burakukai 
Koseki records

REJECTION RomanJi
Choice of residence 
Equal household rights

Equal inheritance 
Joint ownership of 
..property .

SURVIVAL Teaching practices 
Women's Club

Youth Associations
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or!en"batten of formal, sehooltng9 widespread larnd reform* 
freeclom of religions, agricultural eo-operatives, and 
a cash-Msed consumer economy» '/

COMPARTEHlIiroAIilZAlIOl is tie process wherein the 
form and meaning of a new way is accepted, while the old 
way is continued; each is performed in its proper context® 
fhe most clear-cut example of this process is the role of 
rural women exercising their newly created franchise0 
At the appropriate times, they register and cast , their 
ballots; the rest of the time they act very much as they 
did before Japan was defeated® Two other instances were 
noted: the intricate non-public means of selecting 
candidates for buraku■and mura positions, and the 
continuation of some authoritarian teaching practices® 

GIJLfUPuiL LOSS involves the dimunition of an 
indigenous practice, roles, or institution to the point of 
non-existenceo That is, most of these practices are 
observed or participated in.so infrequently as to make them 
inexistent'? others have been completely abolished®
Cultural loss is the logical end point of the next process 
described below® Examples include the loss of prewar 
courses in Shushln, history and geography; pregnancy 
taboos; pollution restrictions; visit to Shinto shrine at 
age o; term of conscription; retirement party; ko at 
Kurusu and liiike; kattari at hilike;•government sponsored



spring kousecleaningi farewell to and greeting soldiers; 
and the Reservists' Association<>

ilSIITflG-lAfI©1 refers to the gradual attrition of 
an indigenous practices, role, or institution. This process 
and the one mentioned above are on a continuum; cultural 
loss may be the end point of the disintegrative process or 
the result of sudden abolition,. This was observed in 
State controlled education; the extended family; in the use 
of the sanetion of oo^operation;'mutual aid; landlord" 
tenant relationships; puberty rites; Shinto observances and 
the. role of praying priests0 • I©te the close relationship 
(Table II, p„ 125) between the assimilated elements and 
the loss or disintegration of native elements0

I'WSIOl is the process accounting for the acceptance 
of a new form in combination with an old meaningc .
Academic promotion, offering incentives, koseki records, 
love relationships with arranged marriages, popular 
election of mayor and assembly, local autonomy, and the 
buraku assembly are all instances in which old meanings or 
operational techniques were maintained in combination with 
SGAl8s reformso The form was changed, but meanings were 
tenaciously retained0

11JB@TI01 involves- the refusal to accept either the 
form or meaning of a foreign innovation0 Most instances 
of rejection occurred in connection with the Allied Glvil
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refermso In our sampleg farming families disregarded equal 
inheritamees, free oho lee of residenee'v joint ownership of 
property and equal rights in household affairs for husband 
and wife* fhe other example of rejection was widespread in 
Japan; few. wanted phonetic Romanji substituted for 
traditional characters^ It should be pointed out that 
although the post-occupation studies indicated circumvention 
of these reformsj the fact that they exist in the legal 
statutes imposes a direction towards, which future change 
may aim0 ■

SlRVITifi is used in its original lylorian sense; 
it refers to the combination of a traditional form with 
a new meaning0 The process of survival is the converse of 
fusiono Two sodalities s the Youth and Women's Associations, 
represent survivals along with some teaching practices<>

An evaluation -pf culture change must be viewed in 
the perspeetive of simultaneous processes functioning to 
maintain cultural stability and development» Gonsideration 
of the processes of growth and maintenance shows change in 
relief; that is9 the nature, degree9 and extent of change 
becomes sharply focused when contrasted with elements, 
perpetuated by internal mechanismso Furthermore9 wduring 
any process of cultural change9 disintegration and 
redintegration go on side by side'f (Linton 1936: 354;
Hogbin 1958; §l)o



Soelal ajathrepologis'ts Mve ielineat el three, mag or 
prQeesses whiGh. allow a society to perpetuate and maintain 
itself§ these are eneultmration9 integration^ and the 
allocation and praetiee of amthorityc

, 11011 fEElAfl® was previously defined as the process
through which an individual "learns" to become a functioning 
member of his society (Eerskovlts 40)0 This process
constitutes the ethnographic subject matter of this paper 

■•...and in the foregoing pages has been studied in considerable 
. detailo Table III (below) lists the social elements found 
in agricultural communities which have the responsibility 
of teaching Japanese to become Japanese0

IITISBATI©! has been described by 1inton as “the 
progressive development of more and more perfect adjustments 
between the elements which compose the total culture"
(I936i 348)o “Shared" social behavior is constantly 
readjusting itself as indigenous elements compete for 
survival and acceptance, while others alter as foreign 
elements are introduced and incorporated in the cultural 
configurationo Sumner has noted "a strain towards 
eensistamoy" as paffs are adjusted to form an ideally 
integrated wholeo We observe the way in which cultural 
parts are integrated<, when one is changed and a chain of 
reactions follow in related social attributes», . lor example, 
the land Eefbrm program transferred ownership•from landlords



TABLE III 
SOCIAL ELEMENTS OF MAINTENANCE

ENCULTURATION INTEGRATION AUTHORITY

Academle advancement 
Adoption Age-grades ..
Child-rearing practices, 
Co-operation sanction .
Co-resident units 
Disciplinary techniques 
Division of labor 
Formal schooling 
Household 
Incentives - 
Kinship ,'
Koseki 
LanguagePatrilineal descent 
Patrilocal residence 
Primogeniture 
Religious observances (Shinto 
and Buddhist)

Rewards 
Role behavior 
Saving "face"Sodalities .
Status positions 
Teaching practices 
Values system

Adoption Age-grades 
Buraku
Buraku activities 
Buraku meetings 
Buraku solidarity 
Ddgyo Education Extended family 
Funerals 
Honke-bunke 
Kattari 
Ko
KojU - Kumi
Landlord-tenant relations 
Mura
Mutual aid 
Social mobility 
Sodalities 
Status positions 
Weddings

Centralization 
Choosing bandidates 
Curtail local Autonomy 
Decision-making.;. 
Elected positions 
Hierarchical structure 
informal meetins:to 
avoid public clashes 

Internal control 
Landlord-tenant 
relations 
Leadership .
Political Control 
Respect relationships 
Sanction of co-operation 
Status positions 
Village government
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into the hands of former tenants= This single change had 
widespread ramifications in village leadership, reciprocal 
mntnal aid9 support of large kinship units9 hierarchical 
authoritarian relationships and so forth<, Because of 
change in one element9 the configuration of related traits 
is. shuffled and a new Balance ereatedo

Instruction in new role Behavior was demonstrated 
for kinship and co-residence units, age-classes and 
SGdalitieSo Simultaneously9 :these social units Bring 
together persons ihhaBiting the same locales and group them 
on the Basis of kin, residence, age and voluntary 
association, respectivelyo Such meetings allow expression 
of interest, finding solutions to proBlems and adjustment 
of overt Behavior o In many respects integration may Be 
regarded as the mechanism granting a society the capacity 
to ad just to change, .whether' from; .an internal; ©r. external 
source0. Thus the processes of change descriBed aBove may 
Be considered a part of Integration0 listed on TaBle III 
(po 130) are social elements which had an integrative 
funotipno By no means should this Be regarded as 
a definitive tabulation; It represents a scattering of 
elements delimited during the course Of this study0

The process, here called i.lTlORITT, may Be defined 
as the allocation of power and the means used to exercise 
internal control0 Where aspeets of this process were
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eneomtered la the etlmographic record, they were included 
an Table III (p0 130 ) = .

©©ncbmi.ta.11t with ehamge and maintenance were 
processes of internal deTelopmentc. for the sake of 
convenienee and to aToid confusion9 these have "been termed 
processes of growth0 Although the following were active 
in the agricultural communities, their scope is limited
when compared to Japan as a whole* Taken alphabeticallys

- ■ ■ ' '©OMfllXIfl refers to an increase in the number, 
size and hierarchical arrangement of social elements, roles, 
or institutions* Goon (19 0  § 612-4) has formalized 
a classification of levels of complexity and Steward has 
isolated emergent levels of different forms of 
^sociocultural integrationv to deal with cultures of varying 
complexities 51 -=2) * Increased complexity is seen
in the political and economic units; correlated with this is 
an atomization of kinship and co-operative social units*

1IIlFgfllAlIZAlIGI is the process whereby factory 
production, including shop industry, fixed capital, and 
hired labor becomes a part of the people’s, lives * At -Suye 
and Kamo Muras, there were thriving shopkeepers’ buraku, 
some with their own sodalities* Products of industriali
zation brought increased agricultural mechanization after 
the war * Threashers, hullers, rice polishers, insect lamps 
and the like were brought in to replace hand labor*
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Farming families found it.increasingly necessary to 
supplement their inebme "by producing mats9 rope9 sandles* 
or growing silkwormso larger number of individuals read 
newspapers and magazines9 listened to the radio and availed 
themselves of improvements in .transportation to make outside 
eontactse

URBAHIZATiOE" inoludes the processes of deloealization 
increase in hoth the size of the local community and its 
dependence on surrounding areas; and an increase in the 
technical order (Eedfield 1953s T©)o The effect of this - 
process on rural life must he underscored, for many 
households are. loosing young sons and daughters to the 
attractions of urhan areas» At the same time, regional 
eommunities are beginning to assume urban characteristics. •
with increased communication, population, and reliance on 
a multitude of specialists*

How let us turn to an evaluation of the changes, 
incurred under the Allied program for directed culture 
change, to determine their extent and limitations* When 
the Allied Powers occupied Japan and devised their program 
for enforced "democratization," they sponsored am 
ideological system diametrically opposed to Japanese 
orientations and patterns of action* Ideally democracy is 
founded on an individually-structured society that 
emphasizes personal rights and obligations» On the other
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hand., Japanese society stressed the household and. other 
collective entities functioning within an intricate system 
of status relationshipso It has been said that "the extent 
of the changes which the acceptance, of a new element entails 
will he directly proportional to the importance of the 
preexisting cultural configuration of the traits with which . 
it comes into conflict" (Linton 1936s 356)0 Thus one would - 
expect little change in cultural elements ranked high in 
the hierarchy of orientations in rural life»

As we have seen, the field of education experienced 
the most extensive changes resultant from the Allied program» 
The two most active processes of change were addition and 
assimilation; these accounted for the changes in the structure 
and organization of the educational system and alterations in 
curriculum content and methods of instruction* The 
transformation of Japanese education was executed in such 
a way that the only, area where compliance was left to the 
individual; was. in teaching praetlees * Here we see the 
maintenance of some authoritarian techniques$, including 
a lack of tolerance for questions and group discussiono 
Children were still automatically promoted from,one grade 
to the next* At athletic meets, contests and the likes each 
entrant was awarded a prize, although the winner9 s prize was 
often grander than the reste These two practices were 
essential for saving the "face" of the child and his '
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households as the family represeatatlve$, it would he 
a disgrace if: the youngster were not publicly rewarded and 
advanced in school along with his. age-mateso Because of 
training at home, and often in the schools, recent authors 
noted the absence of questioning an authority» This 
pertained not only to students, hut also to their parents6 
The foirm of Japanese education changed, as did a good deal 
of its meaning as a tool for the government in molding 
subservient eitizenso However, noted above are four 
indigenous elements not effected by the Inroads of 
democratization, all of which maintained the status quo 0

Kinship whi'ts were the object of more reforms than 
other areas of enoultaration0 The Allies intended to . 
abolish the Gonfueian family system and replace it with the 
conjugal-nuciear family so common to occidental countriese, 
To effect this end, first the philosophical-rellgious 
foundations of family importance was attacked0 Second, 
participation in the political process was transferred 
from the household to an.individual basis= Third, equality 
between sexes in household and community affairs was the 
object of many civil reformso fourth, the lew Civil Code 
eradicated primogeniture and instituted equal inheritanceo 
finally, large landholdings were carved up and ownership 
was distributed among tenantso

With the outstanding exception of the last measure,
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ekange was slight in the rural sample here considered; not
only in relation to'the planned changes9 tot also as
a result of other faetorso Former disruptive tendencies
were intensified and accentuated, a few new ones begano
Shange was confined to eompartmentalizations cultural loss
and disintegrations Many traditional folh practices
continued to be observed less frequently» others hardly at
alio Utilization of mutual aid and co-operation were
lessened with increasing reliance on specialists and
a widening variety of consumer goods0 Activity of some
social units» such as the extended family and local
co-operative groups (kattari and ko) were markedly alteredo
Women did votes but status relationships changed little?
we do not have the evidence to indicate change in actual
role behavioro Primogenitures patriloeal residence and
patrilineal descent continuedo ©hoice of residences Joint
ownership of property* equal inheritance and distribution of
household rights were rejected by various techniques of
locally re-interpretedo

. However$ the Land Reform program was assimilated 
through a highly concentrated effort of enforced change =,
land was purchased from the landlords and re-sold to

• ■ ' . . tenant-farmerSo fw© corollary objectives of this reform
involved change in social phenomena? abolition of
master-servant relationships and further disruption of
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koiiselaolt solidarityo : loth, of these ohjeetives were 
realized with varying degrees of snoeesso former obligations 
and loyalties owed to landlords were often recognized but 
not to the extent that the tenant was eooriomieally dependent 
on the landlordo loth Kurusu and Hilike recorded illegal 
operations of landlords regaining some of their former 
holdings by exploiting their status positionso local 
political power traditionally resided in the hands of 
wealthy or respected families0 After the war9 this practice 
continued; but several young men obtained positions from 
which they would have been barred before the occupation,,
She re-distribution of land made establishment of branch 
houses and maintenance of the extended family much more 
difficult) adding impetus to the trend for decreasing 
family sizeo: ©rowing industrialization and urbanization, 
with the opportunity for increased social mobillty, attracted 
young people away from the rural regions0 Thus, to varying 
degrees s, change occurred in both tenant “landlord 
relationships and household solidarity0

She prewar tendency towards blurring of age-class 
distinctions was intensifiedo Disintegration and cultural 
loss accounted for the changes iri this aspect of 
enGulturation0: • She extension; of formal, schooling by '
3 years9 prolonged the period of youth creating a new donen 
unrecognized before the surrender„ She youth assoeiatidns



with tkeir attendent responsibilities no longer were joined 
ty all; thus their value for indieating age-grades 
diminishedo the point of - transition to full, adulthood is 
far from elearo It varies as men inherit their father s 
estates and their wives assume management of homestie 
affairs0

, Save for two eo"Operative units9 the co-residence 
groups.remained remarkahly mntouehed hy the Allies8 LOOAI 
AUfOHOHI IiAWo Change was isolated to the processes of 
eompartmemtallzation and fmsioHo Compartmentalization saw 
the aeeeptance of democratie principles through popular 
vote at election timeV hut the continuation of traditional 
means of candidate selection and predetermining hurghu 
votes prior to the electiono Fusion was demonstrated in 
many aspects of increased local autonomy and functions of 
the hurakukaio Where these processes were activated9 
foreign innovations were altered to a point where they 
would not interfere with traditional patterns of aetion0 
-Although individual expression of political choice was 
exercised at elections, one representative from each 
household remained the constituent element in huraku 
matterso As decisions continued to he reached by the joint 
teehniq.ues of consensus and recommendation, individual . 
political decisions were difficult to put forwardo 
Continuance of "face" was primary and mutual consent avoided



. : .. ' puMle elasbeso Thms . the neighborly basis of bgrakm
solidarity went unehallengedo

Qredlt oltibs (hi) disappeared at both Hiiike and
.Kurnsn as funds became available from the Agricultural
©e-operativeo Kattarl ceased to function in Hilikes where
agricultural labor was provided by the household or granted
by age-mates oh a reciprocal basis» Ixehange labor was
still present in Kurusu, but in a loosely organized and
non-corporate form when contrasted with prewar Suye0
Suye’s postwar kattarl were less active0 Except for the
loss of minor functions 9 change was not noted in. the
dogyo and kolu0

It is of utmost importance to understand the
meaning of the maintenance of the buraku and other
Go-resident unitso These collective social institutions
created a cultural milieh in which .the traditional
household system thrivedo The status and role of the
family served as the constituent element of each9 regardless
of the various functions which the units were to performo
the solidarity of the household was re-enforced in the
larger context of buraku life= This is not to say that
change hasm- t occurred; it has, as was noticed above0
lut relative to other environments9 the household structure
and its functions continue to provide a strong social force
in agricultural communitiesc This solidarity was primarily



140
due to the maintenance of the buraku and other
GO-residemt units, : ' ' "-.......... ' . " -
- Sodalities experienced the widest range of ehangeo

Some were added, other were survivals, two were lost, and 
another assimilatedo The most extensive change was 
evidenced in the Seinendam at Suye and Kurusu its functions 
were greatly diminished, whereas Uiiike?s youth association 
retained many of its prewar functionso Otherwise, the scope 
of change was more limited« The newly assimilated 
Agricultural Oo-operative possessed a new purpose and 
structure, but continued to function in much the same 
capacity as the Nogyo-kai which- it replaced* The irrigation 
and firefighting brigades remained very much the same, 
while the former sericulture and livestock sodalities were 
absorbed into the broad network of specialties provided by 
the Agricultural Go-operativeso

We have reviewed the Allied Occupation of Japan, 
investigating the. program for the “democratization^ of 
enculturative social units= With the notable exceptions of 
the school system and the acceptance of land reform, the 
extent of change was restricted to modification of foreign 
elements in combination with the maintenance of traditional 
patterns for organizing and executing social behavioro 
Structural changes were assimilation and fusion,,
Alterations in function were effected by the remaining types



of cultural change0

ETAlUAllOlg

Limitations of the Data
, fhe ethnographic evidence, msed for this paper was 

limited hy a numher of factors0 First, in some respects, 
the data ware selected arMtrarllyo Because of-my inability 
to read Japanese, the choice of reports was restricted to 
those which appear in Western languagesQ Further limitations 
were imposed as. the problem was delineated® Culture change 
was to be studied within the context of the eneulturative 
units of Japanese agricultural communities® Descriptions 
of other cultural milieu, such as cities or mountain and 
fishing villages, were not included»

The second major limitation was the nature of the 
data® Five ethnographic reports provided the majority of 
evidence considered in this study® These were supplemented 
by articles which explored specific subjects, and offered ■ 
a wider scope of comparative data.® Of the five reports, 
one (Togo Mura) was problem oriented® Essentially, it 
consists of a description of agricultural techniques of 
rice production; inclusion of social data was incidental to 
the purposes of lishihiopifs study® The second source,
Suye Mura, set out to present an “integrated,” picture of 
social life in a Japanese peasant community® The third



references, the restudy of Suye9 examined changes in the
attitudes towards fundamental elements of Japanese rural

' ' ’ ■ . . 
life0 Material for this analysis was collected through the
administration of questionnaires followed "by a schedule of
interviewso Because of the nature of his problem, Toshino
did not attempt to make a detailed reassessment of the
social structureo Tillage Janan* the fourth report,
described the social relationships and units found in
a single buraku, Eliikes Bike Embree8s study, this one by
Beardsley, Hall and Ward formed.the basis for a chapter in
this papero Smith8s Kurusu-buraku included more detail
pertinent to the focus of this paper than either Togo or
Buye IIo However, where Information was recorded comparable
with that from the other reports. It was included in the
foregoing considerationso In this fashion, the particular
problem of each study with its attendant data-gathering
techniques and completeness of reporting strongly influenced
what could be done with this material0

limitations of the Theoretical Model
Ihe significance of the results obtained above can 

be evaluated by examining the classification of change 
derived from the observed ethnographic differences'through 
time0 The eight types of change were established on the 
basis oi the kind of change which occurred0 Each type is 
mutually exclusive? classificatory membership in any one



iadifidisialo His or her actions may fee. placed irn one type 
alone; another personrs form of participation may fee of an 
altogether different type so that it belongs in another class 
of changeo An example will clarify the meaning of this 
point0 Many rural women are increasingly aware of the new - 
rights granted to them with the promulgation of the revised 
Givil Godeo, When the time is right, they register and vote, 
otherwise their patterns of action follow customary paths„ 
Behavior of this sort has been designated as oompartmentall- 
sationo . On the other hand, there are many urban women who 
vote, attend meetings, question the authority of their 
husbands, brothers, or fathers etc6, but still observe the 
dictates of male supremacy and the function of the woman in 
the household6 This pattern of behavior has been 
characterized as fusionP In addition, there exists a small 
minority of women who are assimilated; they live independent 
lives, assume professional status, run for public office and 
so fortho Thus one element of behavior, the status of. 
women, may belong to a number Of different types of change 
because of the different forms of participation by certain 
percentages of the population* Gomparafeility of each class 
of change was achieved by establishing each unit upon 
identical criteria (ioe0, particular forms of participation) 
thus creating mutually exclusive types of changeo.
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Due to limitations of time, my analysis stopped at .

this pointo It did not take the next logical step which
' ' ■ 1 ' ■ . , would consist of a eomparison of eaeh ethnographic example,

of fusion for instance, in order to isolate the essential
series of actions which constitute this processo This would
he analogous to discovering the proper order, amount and
intensity of the factors involved in the process of helling
mentioned previously^

This brings us to a eonsidefatidm of the actual
ethnographic elements included under each type of change*
It may he critically said that■the foregoing analysis is
too arbitrary for the data submitted as evidence* for this
study, such eritieism is valid to the extent that it is
applicable to the theoretical modelI limitations on the
data, were beyond my eontrol 0: Ethnographic elements were
placed in the varying categories of change according to the
form of participation described by the authors* The choice
of this criterion was arbitrary to describe mutually
exclusive units* Because relationships, institutions,
social units and the like are inferred when observed conduct
is collated and analyzed, actual behavior, or "real
cultural patterns*' as Dinton terms it (1945 s 43-6), is the
context in which change must be ebservedo As the "real
cultural patterns" incorporate different modes of action,
1 - ' f ■■ -
the analytically abstracted relationships and institutions
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will be re-= Integrateds, modified, or replaeedo

When considering synthesized models of social 
elements such as those' presented In Ohapters 11 and IV, the 
most difficult problem one encounters is differentiating 
between change and variation. The procedure used above, 
recognized two categories of change, one resulting from 
a directly observable source and the other from an inferred 
source0 Except in instances where no information was given 
indicative of either change or variation, this technique 
worked well® Thus., the cause of change and its resultant 
nature became the dominant prerequisites in determining its 
existence in the ethnographic record*

Delineating the boundaries of change was often 
difficult either because of the lack of coverage or varying 
levels of information reported* Frequently, cultural elements 
were breifly mentionedi the lack of detail restricted what 
could be said about the extent of social change» Additionally, 
the level at which information was presented varied in the 
five reports so that the degree of change was often 
indeterminableo That is, some of the ethnographic data 
represented actual behavior| some was given in terms of such 
abstracted structural components as "status" and “role1,1; the 
rest mapped out social relations through the analysis of 
institutions* These differing levels of data created two 
problems? first, I found it difficult to make the



descriptive units epmparable not only ia time (synehronioally) 
% t  through time (diaoh.ronlcally) 0 The data on real 
behavior often had to be eompared or combined with 
institutional facts which caused noncomparability« Seconds, 
the varying levels of information made it most difficult to 
determine the extent to Which change had occurred*

, SPIOWHOIS
My investigations delimited several areas in which 

research should focus in the study of eulture change» One 
involves the necessity for controlling regional variation 
when examining change = Just among Japanese farming 
communities$, we found a rich and varied repertoire of 
behavioral patterns0 On a superficial level, there appears 
to be a great deal of similarity from one mura to the next c 
However, consideration of the structure, function and 
participation in the local social units evidences a broad 
range of possibilities0 The various combinations of 
strmcture-function-participation as yet have hot been 
studied throughout Japan0 After delineating the areas of 
local variation and establishing regions of relative 
cultural homogeneity, observation of change would be much 
simplified*

In order to determine the extent of change, one 
must examine the cultural elements which are perpetuated* 
Gultural items which maintain a social universe must be
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studied and classified into a set of mutually exclusive 
dynamic processes, Knowledge of this sort would enable the 
investigator to view change in the perspective of the 
society's stabilizing techniques. A start was made in this 
direction above, where maintaining elements were tabulated 
according to membership in the enculturative, integrative 
or authority systems. However, lack of sufficient time 
prevented formulation of a more precise classification of 
Internal maintaining devices„

Much the same holds true for mechanisms accounting 
for a society's growth. It may well be argued that 
processes of growth are part of what anthropologists call 
"integration." fhat is, they are devices which allow 
adjustment of social units and relationships. If such is 
the case, then our terminology must be refined so that 
processes of development are differentiated from other 
processes which integrate human behavior. Suggested in the 
foregoing pages were several processes of growth: complexity, 
industrialization, and urbanization. Future;examination 
should explore the possibility of isolating mutually 
exclusive developmental processes.

'The fourth area of research requires a solution to 
the; problem of forming comparable descriptive units in.the 
ethnographic record. . According to the principles of 
classification observed in other disciplines, these units
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must be mutually exclusive, with membership in each class 
objectively determined, on the basis of one or two criteria* 
let us examine how data from our ethnographic sources 
fulfills these principles * Take, for example, the following 
description of role behavior (eogo, the socially accepted 
behavior for a given status position), derived from one of 
my major references t -

The position of the househead carries greatest 
overt authority, prestige and responsibility* His 
nearly absolute legal authority over all household 

' members is now diminished under the postwar constitu
tion and laws, but great ultimate power over the 
household organization, budget and eo-residentsj 
bebavior still is granted to him by custom if not 
by law* As chief worker and main custodian of 

. household welfare, he finds his relations with other 
members aimost inevitably marked with reserve and 
a lack of intimacy, for his power isolates him and his 
own attitudes tend to be colored by his perception of 
each member in terms of cost and profit to the 
household (Beardsley et al* 1959s 220-1)b

This represents a classic "modal" description of the
structure and function of the Japanese status position of
househead0 It constitutes what linton refers to as the
Mcultural construct pattern.” - “the mode of the variations
- » ' ■ s ’ . r ' ' '
within a real cultural pattern” (1945§ 46)* This 
description of role behavior fulfills the requirements of 
being mutually exclusive and determined on the basis of 

• a single criterion* .However, the behavior assigned to this 
class has net been objectively determined In the sense that 
We do not know the range of alternative forms of behavior 
which are also socially acceptable* In other words, when
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this type of deseriptieia. is given, all the variant forms of 
behavior acceptable for a househead have not been isolated 
and formulated on the basis of their arrangement and 
distributiono -More often than not, ethnographic information 
is presented in terms of the ethnographer8s impression of 
the mode, of behavior, rather than a qualitatively 
demonstrable mode within a known and stated range of 
various forms of participation in any given role*

It is precisely In this range of actually observed 
behavior that we should expect to see the origin and course 
of culture changeo When an innovation occurs either from 
within a culture or from without, It is introduced by one 
or more individuals» In time, it becomes accepted or 
rejected by the inhabitants of the area* During the time 
of its introduction, only a few persons participate in it; 
certainly this would not appear in that part of the range 
of behavior which most people do most of the time«, As an 
innovation is accepted, a higher percentage of the 
population uses it; eventually, it may come into competition 
with a traditional practice and subsequently replace it.
At this point, it would ̂ constitute "modal'* behavior and the 
ethnographer would record it as such.

It is suggested here that when the ethnographer is. 
in the field, he record not only.the structure and activity 
of classes of behavior, but also the total range of



parti©ipa&t forms ©f that. behavior => Armed with the knowledge 
of the range of each "role," or “institution,,^ the investiga-

# * h #
tor may ealemlate statistically the most frequent form, 
oreating a mode whieh is truly representative of a random 
sample in the universe he is studying^ This may he achieved 
by recording the percentage participation in each alternative 
form of behavior for a given statuso

.What bearing would this kind of information have on
the analysis of culture 'Change? If we knew the range of

■ , ' ■variation for each role according to the percentage
participation for each alternative form, then the
observation of culture change, per se, is much simplified0
Change would be indicated by trendso That is, one could
observe shifts in the relative percentage frequency of role
behavior through time0 It goes without saying that a study
on two different time horizons may or may not indicate
a direction of change» The trends will be verified only when
one observes percentage differences at several points in time
and a constant direction of change is demonstrable6 These
trends would indicate that change has occurred and the
direction in which it is headed, an observation prerequisite
to the determination of the nature and processes of culture
change0 , ;■

lor a discipline dependent upon comparative analysis,
increasing attention should be devoted to the necessity of
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deseriblng. traits- which are eompara'bleo One solution to this 
problem has been suggested above<> The literature of social 
anthropology is filled with eommmnity studies from various 
points on the globeo Yet, in this attempt to compare five 
ethnographic studies from the same nation, serious obstacles. 
were encountered due to differences in the orientation of 
the reports, data-gathering techniques, method of presenta
tion, level of information given and so fortho This would 
suggest the need for*a meeting of minds to determine what 
sorts of information are necessary so that a community in 
India might be compared with one in Africa or Japan6 
Regardless of the various conditions and actual cultural 
contexts of the villages, information would be gathered 
and presented according to standardized requirements0
An approach such as this would give the social anthropolo-
V . ■ .' ' . : 'gists of today and tomorrow the evidence needed to
understand why and how culture changes»



GLOSSARY

aza

bunke
buraku

bushldo .

dogyo

doaen

dozoku-dan
Pujinkal
gun
honke
iegara
Inkyo

kami

kattarl

kekkon
ko

A geographical division about the size of a 
burakuj it is often uninhabited. The aza is 
used as the basis for land.ownership„
A branch household„
A social and economic unit consisting of about 
20-25.' households „ Usually, it is compared in 
size with the English hamlet..
The "May of the Warrior." A code of ethical 
behavior based on the traditions of the samurai 
(military retainers)„ '
A social unit found in Kurusu to which all 
households in the buraku belong,, •
A social unit which groups individuals of the 
same age. -
The extended family.
The Women's Association.
. County.
The main househoId.
Family status„
A party held at age 6l indicating the beginning 
of old age and retirement.
A pantheon of native Shinto "gods." Literally, 
kami refers to anything above, oneself.
A co-operative group formed for exchange labor 
on a reciprocal basis.
Marriage. -
A co-operative credit club.
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k5dg

k'sjg

kokutal

kosekx

koshu

kosuwarl
ku

. 'kumi 

machi
. ■■ •: tnibun

Mombusho • 
mura 1

nushidori
oaza

oyabun-kobun

rl
Seinendan
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,TThe Imperial Way"; outlined Japan's divine 
origin, d 1 vine,leo-dership, divine mission and 
the superiority of the Japanese people.
A social unit found in Niiike to which, all 
households belong and in whose activities all 
participate. .
The "National Polity"; a part of the ultra- 
nationalistic policy .of Japanese militaristic 
deriving sanction from Shinto -and Kodo.
Are the family records maintained in the vil
lage office under the name of the househead.
The househead, sometimes called headman or 
master. .
The household tax. .
A political division which groups two or more 
buraku.
A co-operative unit composed of 3-5 households, 
which shares facilities (wells and baths) and 
performs tasks for the period of one yean. The 
task is then rotated arid given to another kumi. 
Any one household may belong to more than one 
kumi.
A town.
Personal status positions. -
The Ministry of Education.
A village, composed of a number of contiguous 
buraku.
The buraku headman.
A political division which may consist of one 
or more mura.
The parent-child relationship derived from 
Confucian ethics.
A unit of distance. 1 ri = 2.44 miles.
The Young Men's Association.



shi
shikona

Shinto

Shobodan 
Sho j.okai 
son
songikai
sonsha
soncho

Shushin
yakuba
yoshl

yuhi :
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City o ' • , . : ;
A geographical unit known to the local in
habitants, but not recorded in any official 
records. /•' v ; :iv:;v ; ; - '
"The Way of the Gods"; includes native Shinto, 
Shrine' Shinto and before the war. State Shinto.
The Fireman’s Association.
The Young Women's Association.
Synonymous with mura, meaning village.
Village assembly.
Village shrine.■
Village headman appointed by the assembly. 
After the war, he was referred to as the mayor.
The. prewar course in ethics and morals.
Village office. ■
A marriage pattern whereby a son is adopted 
by marriage to one of the daughters.
Co-operative labor group found in Togo Mura.
It is buraku based and functions like the 
kattari.
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