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Just.ifioation for the Study

The use of farm land by departments of vocational agri= 
eulttire. is rapidly increasing9 especially in the western 
states 0: ■■ larias. and plots' '.'are on the ihcreaseIndicating a . ' :
need to provide additional teaching facilitieso 
'.\'d -#Ghool: land, has. been used in .Arizona by departments of 
vocational agriculture for several years0 -Much:of this land 
was in/plots that did, not constitute a farm<, land has been 
used and abandoned; but land from other schools lias taken 
its pl&ceV' There are school farms in Arizona which are con­
tributing to the educational benefits of the communitye

From case studies'and observations of school farms in '.
Arizona'j. there is sufficient evidence that school farms are
I successful.; However.:, under.unfavorable circumstancess school 
'farms'.canhbt 'Wet the needs of students in the edmeat ional 
program. - .;

As indicated by Deyoe:
Land has always been heeded in the teaching'

. of 1 agriculture .= The earliest, ploaieers in agrl-: ; 
cultural education frequently 'insisted that 
'schools teaching agriculture should own land.';

.... : Later, ' agriculture; departments . learned, how to..
.use the f anas vof: students ■ and the ir parent s. ;.
Many "school farms" proved unsatisfactory and
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wer.©; abandoned0 In recent yeans there has been 
an Increase: of interest In having land owned or 
rented by the schools 0

There is sufficient school land in use and 
there are sufficient: people talking about the 
acquisition of land for school use to warrant a 
publication which considers the possible uses 
of school land and the difficulties attending 
its possessioho-l
A better understanding of the problems and values which 

school land presents will be of benefit to those now engaged 
in operating school land and to. those contemplating its ac» ; 
quisitioiio Our educational system is always seeking to im­
prove that which we have ̂ sp as to bring about better educa­
tion for more people0

In the next twenty years we must produce ome-fifth more 
food than we. produce now on approximately - the same amount of 
lando This need must be met in part by young men who are 
public school students todayo 'The proper decisions regard­
ing school land will help these future farmers meet the de­
mands of tomorrowo

The use of school land as school farms needs much 
study in order that proper decisions may be made». "Quite 
possibly schools' could use their,land to better advantage
if they were more aware of the-uses other schools make of

. :2, • .■ ■ ■, their lando" The use of school land by departments of

George P0 Deyoe, The Use of School land by Depart­
ments of Vocational Agr i m t S e  • HT ̂ ^ ^ W h o o l s T p T l  o

■ 2 Ibido : ' V ‘": : : ■■ . ; •
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ir@eati©nal agriculture is not encouraged,1 in many states = ;
As expressed by Sasman9 "The feeling seems to be that farm
land takes too much of the Instructor’s time which could he

\ ■■ : ''' ^ . 1 ' ■' ■; : , v used more profitably in other waySo". y ' -
: ' In many states the use of school land by departments ; '
ofvocational agriculture is neither encouraged nor dis«
couragedo’ /' ; • .':d:Vd-1' . '  1 /; h. d 1.' ;.:

■, In the final analysis^ whether or not a given • ;
• depaftment should operate' school land should be a
■; matter; to be'decided, by the, teachef;:and;,,his "stu« ̂ :;; V ■ ;
.. N dents 5: ..with couhseli'.f rom: s dhool^ off icials': and : :rp. advisory groups<,2 ;;h;,;..;V,:;hw;;; ■ 'g ; h. ;:f

Objective of the Study ; '.h .

; / 'the objective of ;this study, is to determine the factors ' '
. whi.oh; cOntribute to the success of school-operated farms ip \
. .departments of vocational agriOultureo ‘ ' -

: ' Statement of the Problem :n;: .

The major problem is to determine the factors which : •
' v make for success in 'school-operated farms« Minor problems \
■ are: (-1) to determine the" relative importance of the-'van
• 6 us factors in the success of farms:' (2) to determine •the 
Values of school^operated farms in programs of ,vocational 

; agriculture0;: ' ■ : v- ; : , ■ - V .,;i': I ^ - f ■ . ; ';

1 L0MS Sasmans. "School Land' " The Agricultural- lduoa° • ;,s 
tion Magazine: 22:243.X^y? 1950L

2 Deyoe, 0£ o cito,•n0 120 ;
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^imdamental Assumptions.

. This' study is., based upon the following assumptions whieli 
are aacepted/as true:. ' (l) sc3iool=-operated farms have educa^ : 
tional value when properly.established and operated; (2) 
/schooi^operated farms are ̂ a suceess under favorable eondi- ■ '
; rions;;:'). sehopl^operated^ not sueeessf ul. under - ■ •
Simfavorable. eondltioUa;teaehers .Who'-have operated "farms:-:, 
know what factors influence the success of those farms0 v:

' ? ; v
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■ ■ . ' v. EBIATEI) STUDIES AM) INVESTIGATIONS '

Studies of School Earnis 
• ■ and School Land

In the review.of'literature pertaining to agricultural- 
educatlon^/ten studies were found ©f school land hut in most 
instances these studies, are incomplete o ■ Seven of the studies 
'.used are from' The Agricultural Education Magazinea

■■ Summaries of Studies in ̂Agricultural'' Educat ion, (puh=
V lished'by the Vocational Division^ UoSo Office of Education^ 
Federal Security Agency,war§ reviewed for related.studieso ’ 
Although;ho reports of studies pertaining directly to school 
land or school farms {for wo cat ional' agriculture: departments 

- were found,, several 'related', studies/were significant • for' 
this inyeatIgatloho' . v; ... . 1 . ■ A \

. •'. ' ; A review of the' studies on, school land is. presented® . .

, Arthur Vi o- Aha It, ”SehoolEarms in the North Atlantic ■' 
:pegioh\V:The Agricultural Education Magazine; 24:14=156 

■ Twenty*flye school farms - were reported by. supervisors 
; in the:region';:'.s,ixte6n schools, supplied information on a .
questionnaire which was used in the study®. .'The.' size of the 
' farms . varied .. from .three ,to' VdO. acres A : 'The: enterprises on 
' the', farms.' tar led to' a wide / -extent 0': -:.lo st of - the farms had



enough; equipment to meet their needs» They prof its: were 
shared by the Future Farmers. of America chapter and the 
schoolo The agricultural instructor acted as the manager. ■ 
and smde. most: of the de els ions about the farmo :

The most important advantages «> as reported by the agri­
cultural teachers! were; n(l) serves as. a 'labbratory for; ' 
all departments.of the' school; (2)-gives opportimity: to;.ac=>:
■ quire jmowiedge. and develop skills in a ?doing* program;': 
(>} a source of i n c o m e -

„ The ,:'te>.9t important disadvantages as reported by the ag­
ricultural teachers were: ,f(l) makes the teacher and depart­
ment, vulnerable to' flnaheiai iiability and criticism; ;X2'}’ 
r e q.uir ds - so much capital' that this may off set . advantages;
(3) takes too much oh the tea'che'r * s timeo”

School farms do not. seem .very; popular in . the' ',horth: 
lantie region.; however$: there are, several new school farms 
being developed in the region, dt the:present time0

. George P0 Deyoe - The Use of Sohool hand by. Departments 
of Vocat ional: Agriculture' in :llllnols Schools, pp0 ■■ 1=12 0 . ' t-

Three'Illinois teachers collected information from 
teachers of vocational agriculture. 'in that:stateyregardlng . 
the use of school lando ''This information was', compiled, and ’■ 
interpreted in the study0 " ' • .

13any ■ departments ihave had land within' the past 30 years o 
Host of these have discontinued its ' use' after a few years:*;



The#e are several departments operating sehool land at pres 
entg Mt mostly as smll plots.o There, are a few schools ; 
operating farms■of various typeso ' . '

: "fherey are many problems involved in, using school land' 
by departments of vocational agriculture„ A detailed study 
- should be undertaken before, launching out, on a sehool: farm 
program̂ ,' and the farm should be started then only if every- 
■ oneeoneerhed; is very definitely in favor of the program0 :

' L0F o Hutton a "West, Virginia $s School Farm," American 
Vocational Journal: 26:6 n 20* '' . ■  ’ "" '
: , The first school=operated farm in West Virginia con­
tains 35 acres and has been operated successfully for three 
. years'0 It is used as a school laboratory0

So J0 Johns on g ’’School Farms and Plots inthe Pacific 
Region/* The Agricultural Education Magazine; 19;188»

A survey was''made'1 in 1944 and again in 1946 0 , During . 
this time a nofable growth was' made in. sehool. farms'o''v'':':;Ap- '" 
proximately 40 per cent of the agriculture departments in . 
.the Pacific region manage land of some kind0 There were 
108 school farms; 78 were owned and 30 . leasedo The average, 
size of those; owned:was 32=9 acres.and of'the leased farms 
5708 acreso This increase 'indicates a- need for additional 
instruction on the doing: level'o'; ̂
... The, farm should not take, too much - of the instructor8 s 

time j and he must be occupationally competent 0 : ,



8

: 0*0̂ 6 Kayetang "Phoenix Program for the sSixty Percent 9 
American Vocational Jphrnalr .23,t3<, .i2o . , .

^Presently we have projects of some scojpeo Our plans 
for expansion include 200 acres of• farm land in the Very 
near future '1 ' ' '

Go Oscar loreen, "Operation of a School Farm3" The 
A.gricultura 1 Education Magazine; 24s 116<>

The school farms under proper conditionsj is a desir­
able undertaking* It should he used not only by the depart­
ment of vocational agriculture3 but also by other grades and 
classes in the school to enrich the experiences of boys and 
girlso

Some advantages of a school, f arm are I :
1 o The farm can serve as a place, where new crops 

might' be plairbed audi observed by f armers of .
" thefetammunityoA -/ : I:

' 2o The farm might introduce and demonstrate im- 
' proved feeding and livestock management prac­

tices which might be observed by students and 
farmers in the community« ,

3o The school farm could provide specific work 
experience for boys who might not otherwise 
get the desired kind of work experience„ "Work­
ing with livestock or. farm equipment and, ma­
chinery are examples o '

46 it would provide the local Future Farmers of 
America Chapter with facilities for carrying 
on group enterprises such as feeding livestock 
or growing crops cooperatively.

■5» ihe school farm may be a source of revenue for 
Future Farmers of America Chapter activities.



60 - Berne' t'ewji bey a; will ■vva.irb to enroll iii voea= ,
■ i ional. ag2Metirbiire g" and the farm would provide : 
them with facilities for carrying on a super-.',' 
vised farming, program,, .

7 o Improved methods of crop growings such as pro- 
ducing and using certified seed, can be demon-" 
strated to the; hoys and farmers in the com- ;

. 80 A specific farm for study of records and farm
, - management; •practices will be available for,: study 
. by the vocational agriculture classese
9o .The school'farm will provide facilities not 

only for the use of boys studying vocational 
agriculture s''but it also will provide faclli- . 
ties for the high school science teacher or 
the primary teacher to■useo Such units as 

• ■ f?How Plants Grow," "Soil Formation and Oonser- 
. vat ion .''Ident if icat ion: of Insect s9 "Sanita­
tion and Health” are merely examples of the :

■y. . ;many.: that can be made more vivid and realistic 
by field trips to the . school farmo

10 o The school farm might: .supply some of the -food, 
for the school cafeteriao"" , ' . : ' -h

, 11 o Opportunity for rendering a' service to ,the,, com­
munity and to the .State College - Experiment 'Sta- 
"tion'.may be worked out 0 The lobal vocational 
agriculture instructor working with Experiment 
' Station personnel’ might provide crops for- ex=>- 

, perimentingfvith insect or disease control or 
provide;fertilizer plots.o- ; •' p: •. .

12o The farm, being identified with the school and - 
rendering a service.to the students and to the 
community, will have a: tendency to tie . school 
'and community more closely together^ .

.Some desirable characteristics of a school'farm are
.lo It should be typical of the farms.of the com­

munity from standpoint of soil type, topography 
and size o ' ' ,

2e: It. should be, located outside of the city limits 
but as near the sehopl as possible0

■ 3° ■ It" should be .large' enough to ,be an,'economic- :
. unit 0 -This means that the school farm should be



' ' large enough, to warrant the employment of a . :, .
, ' ' full-time farm operator,\ and.: he large enough -

' ̂ to make reasonahly eff 1-elent use of the 
operator’s time: and of the farm equipment pro™. ' •
videdo ' , '

4® Facilities should he; provided, so that most  ̂v:/fafWng enterprises typical of the community ,
, . ' . : Gduid , he . cafried Out'o - ' ■ • 4 :

5 c' It; .shouldrhe located oh a surfaced highwayQ. .; ■ ■
; :6o It Should have a reasohahly. good dwelling and

. . farm buildings0 - .
. ’i 'e ' The farm, should he operated hy a man .who is ■ 

skilled in farming and who could_ work well with 
.students, and'school personnel0 He- should have 
.: the. respect of: the farmers in. the community0 ’ / ■

So It would he des.irahle if the" 'school farm would .
/ ' . t; ‘ pay its own wayo- However s this should not he . ;
; ■ ■ expected o The school should;- he willihg to suh= -
• •: sidize such financial losses as imy occuro.
... .... ' The. local hoard of education, should consider

all of the aspects of providing a school farm Very, 
v ’ carefully hefore taking final action0 .Perhaps 
; ":" every school cannot' justify: investment of funds in' '
;. 4 a farm. However,, in many schools the .right .kind 
... of a school farffl.9; pf©perly equipped and operated,

can make a real, contribution to" .the training of :
-. youngsters in the community. Sven more important . . .. 
might/he its;part in keeping the:farming in.the .•
: commuhlty vat »

#.6% /'McDohald, f?School Farms in;S&ryland'9.k: ThevAgricuig- 
tural Hducation; Magazine; :24°70. 71o

In Maryland there .is a widespread interest in the school 
farm. In. the 70 departments 9;approximately half■have some 
kind of school land for instructional purposes. Land is 
.used for farms,.'school gardens, hot beds9 .cold framess, green­
houses., feed lots', : strawberry patche s 9 shruhhery.beds s-■ ’ and 
poultry .houses. : _:'/y hi.... : ' - - ■
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. I:t; is WQrt~ noting tp.at ill.:.the C?riglnal: vocational act~ 
,· -·· ' ' ·, '' ·" '' ~· ' ~;- . ' . . ' ''' ,.,_ ' . 

·.the tb.otlght was 'expressed' that. ·1~nd:::~ould be .P~ovid~d ·by -Ghe 

''·' . 

scllool ·for 'carrying 

Th~ .bene.fits. ;anc( advantages claimed for 
. seho.olfarms are •. primarily ;fbi' ·vo=i:tg pupils: and . 

. ·. · .t;he F 9F~.A"' $cho9l farms~ .howev$r, have secondary. 
·: be;nefits for the· entir~ stu<1ent· bodyo ·In dis~ . · 
.. · c'l,lssingsuch. 'benefitss':])ouglas ~ivens? Principal 

.. Gf Boonsboro IJ;igh Sc}40ol ~·· says-... 
.. ' ,·' . . ' - ' '' 

· ..• •· .. ; . '~C.h:u~. sql~ob~ ~i:&ni i:if beb9triring a cora];)rehensive , .· 
· laboratory J'or• al.l depaq:atlilen"hs from grades .1 to 

;:u~.; ·.At· ~he pr.es(?nt ::l;ime: yie· are. fo¥tU1l\3;te in hav= 
irig a. 50~acre farm adjace.nt ·to our school grounds() · 
Practically .any time . during· the day one may find .· . 

. groups of ,pupils visi·cing ·the. farm for many pur-
,. poses~··. Examples~ fi.rst grade pupils learning about 
. animals;. upper grade pupils. obs$ririi1g .conser·va:ticm 

: ' 

·. '· ''•, 

. pl-:ojects; · Jl:lp.io~.,.B:igh· pupils. studying the diet of 
animals; S~nio.r High pupiis· butchering and ,.1\ea'ming.- -, . 

. ways to {3tore food., · · · . 
' ' • ' ' ' • + 

)~~6t.:··on,iy • are C)ur pupils: receiving .. l1BJ:1y b.ene~· . 
. fits: tr0.ri1 01;ir' farm:,' but our ·g:t'aduates arid. many .. 

adu:I,ts :t~ :th~ cplnfn:unity ha~e. ·aiscoyer~d that a.··· 
: re~;~;lserv.ice may be· obtained, from tp.e schooL, 

. . . nnuririg the .. pas·c . th:t."e·e .years the AgridUit~r~-· · 
Depa!):bment: .has g:rown by nea:rly 250 per cent~ and 

· 9ur holding power has been-greatly strengthened 
throughout our school 0. . ' . . . 

. ' /. ···, ' ' ' ' 

.... nJi good. high _school. lo_cated: in a J."ural. a.rea 
'can be maqe·. a :better higl). school lhJ'hen it •under..; 
takes to• evolve a .comprehensive ·farm· laboratory 

· adapted to ;ffieet the needs of tl).e co11lilltJ.ni:ty,; n · 



.. eoBiTOill'tiyd.- I* :1s a small farm located in a small-farm ; • ;
. oomrmmity and used, to demonstrate impr©yed: practices0 It 
has' met with success in many ways since:.It.,• was established 
three years.;ag0'O:;v:'"::V ' / . 'W:-: ;y;: - y

; L0M0; Sasman9 "School Land,” The Agric.ultural Education
%gazine; 22;213o " y : ; .■

’̂' -̂ ep̂ tmeintS/-of ■'ToSati©nal/;:a^leultura ̂ shouid- not at= : .
, tempt to use school: lando Farm land takes too much of the 
instructoris time that could be used more profitably in :
Other mys. ; . ■ . '

' G oMo- Spear in ,, "Goopera tive S c'hOol- Farm^ ̂ .. The Agr icul° ■ 
tural Fducation Magazine| :22:175 °
. - /Abandoned farm:; land feUf miles 'from;;the city ,was given 

■ ' to thov schoolo . It is used: primarily by city boys who have f•: 
no facilities for projects at home * The farm made $2)000 in 
1950,= and.future progress ■ and.expansion are -planned0

\ There is no general. agreement among educators about the 
operation.of school farms by vocational.agriculture depart- 

, mentSo Some are very definitely against such departments 
operating school farms or school landg ye't there are many 
who are: favorable to such a -program and who -think the estab­
lishment and. promotion of .School farms are desirable 
Gthers feel the school farm is a problem for the local



' ■ 13

: bosmMiity;tg d.®e ide 5;> M l  er weighing ■ carefully' all tke: f a e . 
tô S: pertaining to operation of suoli a pro jeoto This latter 
group neither condones nor condemns school farms, but keeps 
an open mind in order that unbiased decisions may be" 
reached*' - . ■ : ' ;v



v :■ > . ORGANIZATION AND' INTRRP^TATION 'W

.'A 'A: ■' /'/ ' / ;/:ASroeeiaxn*^:;"a,; - \ ■ ' ;; :

'Schools from the eleven western states Sawa 11; and.' 
ten other state's selected at random from scattered sections 
Af: the Dnlted States; were .nsed in this study0 The distrihu=
: tlonvll̂ <;states an the nuah^h of/school farms used from each 
: :State are shown' In .■Tahle;.;Tb/ ' -v " .■

: Names. and' Addnesses of agriculture 'teachers who operate
school farms were secured from state supervisors of each
■ v-.v ; \ , : y - y :  ' a': ';g:: : g " ■
state o ’Q,uestionnaires were prepared and sent to 110 in=

. structors who operate farmsg ps of which were returned giv^

.. ing data about the farms c Eleven .questionnaires' were not

.used . in this study because;: the farm did; not have ten of-more
acres of land: thus data from 61 school farms are used as
the basis Of 'the results presented here.'' - / : ■ g

. .The Questionnaire.was divided into three parts:
- {1): characteristics ̂ purpose.s and teacher opinion regafdlhg »
the school farm; (2) establishment, finances;.equipment and .
management of the school farm; (3) the history and use'Of.g /
the school farma... The data from the questionnaires are ,7: g .: :;

' "I See 'Appendix f or copy of q u e s t i o n n a i r e \ u  vg



assembled in tables for clarity of presentation^

Presentation aad Interpretation of Data

.The data presented in the following tables show the 
eontributing factors for success of the 61 school farms0

TABIS I
Distribution of 61 School Farms 

, - from which Data were Used

No o of No o of
State ' farms State ' . , farms

Arizona 4 Nevada ' 1
Arkansas ' ‘,N#wi lersey  ̂ - 1
Gallfornia New Mexico ; ' 2
Colorado 2 - New York ' 1
Idaho 1 Oklahoma 4
Illinois 2 . ; Oregon .. 12
■Iowa' 1 Pennsylvania ; 2
Maine ■ Texas '
Maryland ' ■ , 3 Utah 1

Washington 5
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. Major Purposes of School Pamis

Question Noi;of farms’

Farm was Established for:
Use as a laboratory
Demonstration of improved practices ■ 36 :. Group projects 
Individual proj ects;

■ ■ -V

Farm' is used f o r !
- A laboratory ■ U - } K& ' A A A & . r ;  .: -
Demonstration of improved practices V - 33A :; : Group' projects : .} ::.U" ’ ■ v.:- -n>-Individual projects 21: . , •

Farm- land .will be used permanently as :
. A farm : -.’>v
School building - site ... .; - u : ; :;

Influence of farm upon agriculture;- cour;se: ; . ' i; ; . •
UHueh : V': , : V #  ■■■■■ ; .Some. : 16
. little . , .v;, ; .... - V',; ' 5 ■

The hehool :fafme' were established-for use as a labora­
tory ̂ demonstration of improved practices? group projects.3 

■ and ' i n d i v i d u a l  p r o jeGt,s- .They are used essentially for the 
pU3?poses of their establishment 6' Individual projects ■are , 

"not:- a Very important purpose for establishment or for use of 
: - the school farMo .Vr• '

In 53 of the schools. the land will remain permanently 
as a farm; eight schools .will use the. land eventually as a > 
building site* ■ : - ; : U ' . :;: f.'"U': . : :  ,. ■ U ■ '

In 40 schools the enterprises on•the farm influenced
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The Establishment of Seh©ol‘

iiistters
Question Tes

Desir” Non- 
No tial able essential

Is the farm adeq.uately 
Secured by. ownership;

; ' or lease?/, :v\:;
Bid■the agricultural,.■ 
teacher hate an active 

:■ part: in selecting the;
■ farm? - - . //:

m

42 18 20
'Was a specific objective / ' •
for the farm determined / ,' /"/ ■ ■■ 
.before; its purchase?' 39 20 ,, 29

'Were adetuate provisions ' 
made for animals8 build­
ings, machinery and ' 
equipment before the 
farm was purchased?. . : 28 ' ;v32.:i:/ 24'

Is.' the; number, of:;acres in / ■ 
the farm-. adequat©?■:. ■ 53

Is the farm classed aS. :
;49 - io 19

B

20

8 27 18;'

28

■"''I

. 3

V 1

the agriculture course iaucho In sixteen schools they influ­
enced the agriculture course some., and' in five schools had 
little influericeo.

Table III shows that 58 school farms are adequately se­
cured, by ownership or: lease j three are not & Forty-seven 
teachers rate this as essentials and. eight as desirable0 '
; Forty-two, agricultural teachers did have a part in ;'



Selecting the farm5, while eighteen teachers lid not 0 . That 
the: instructor in agriculture should he consulted;in this . 
matter of selecting a farm is eonSidered desirable by 26 :•
teachers and essential 'hy 20»,: .• ;v ■ v .
’■ specific objective for the farm before its purchase ■
was. determined at 39 schools, whereas. 20;. failed to estab=
■ lish such an objeGtiyee. Twenty-nine teachers considered 
it essential that an aim-fof ■ the farm be set up bef ore its 
purchase9 and 20 felt' such objective was desirable for.the 
success of the farm0 . •

Adequate proyiBions.were not made for animalss build= 
ingss .'machinery and' other etuipment ■.before . the farm was . 
acquired' by 32 schools9 : but 28 sehoois reported these pro= 
visions ' were adequate« Twenty=four teachers .considered it - 
essential ;ahd seventeen felt it desirable that plans for and 
means of securing animals and other equipment should be com- 
.pletei'before 'the farm is purchased6 ' . ,
-v;. .The htiber - of acres In the farm’ is adeq.uate on 53 

farms« but not adequate on eight farms» Twenty-seven .in- '■'■' 
struct or s believe it e s s e h t l a i t h e ^  f arm. b e : adeq,uat e; in 
• size9 while sixteen rat01 it aS desirable0 "

Good land for use as a farm is considered •essential by 
nineteen teachers and desirable by■• 28o::. Gn the large ma- ■ ’■

■ jority of the' farms (49), the. land is reported as good; only 
ten farms are on.land that is considered not gooda



Practices in -Finaneing and Aceomiting 
on .School Farms . . ■ ; . ' ;

Answers
t̂ieAtion'

Are adequate finances' pro» ' 1 " 'y
tided to operate\#e i: : /v-' ' -- ;■ • : A " '

■■■; : farâ :, : ' '' '/i' i; ': ; ' • ' 44 15 ': 33 t ' 1
'Are the finances for O p ^ ’ : ■' '
. erntion; of the f arm, -V: . i .h . ' .% : ■
provided hy 'the stn^
dents of;: agridultwe? ■ . 18, ̂ 36 11 ... ■ 10 11

- 'P©' studentsv:get■:ahj .Ihf- 'i-'- 'V-ih- ' ht.' ■ ' ..4 ;
come froii the-:farsit^:.V::;:;-̂ 8::■ 27. : . t'fv'i ■■ 'AS-: 4 7

Are;adequate records, i . . - '
■kept.. on the farm? . i ,  ■ _  56. 5 ' 32 6 .

:;Are.,aeconnts.'.:kept4 4.:' ■'.' ; 'v : v,'V y'4
4; agrictilture teacher? '. ,35:;Lv-:̂ 4i.44-’3-̂'‘''': 4-;-14;; . 4 6

Table IT shows that adequate finances are provided to 
'■operate 44; of the farsiso This is in accord with the opinion. 
of teacherSs ■ 33.: of whora consider adequate finances essential 
for successful operation; of a school farm .and ten consider 
this', desirableP For fifteen of the 6l school .farms the fi­
nances were reported as not adeguateo
: The finances to operate the farm' are provided by the ; , 

studehts on eighteen farms; oh 36 the finances are provided :
, by the school0 .Apparently the teachers. feel' that it ..makes : 
little difference where■the finances 1 come from to operate



the farm, sihee ehiy eleren eehsi^erTit esseBtiai that such 
.money should, eeme/ from the students, of agri culture =

- Apgroislmately 50 per cent of the students get some In­
come from the farm, .which is considered desirable by about 
20 per cent of the teachers* :

Adequate records are-kept on 56 farms, which is essen= , 
tial in the opinion, of -:32: 'teacherSo On 35 farms the agri­
culture teacher ' keeps ..nuch re,cords and on 2 k farms this .work 
•is done .by students, .secretaries or other school employeeso 
Fourteen teachers ,f eel it is essential and an equal miniber 
belieye it desirable that-the.agriculture. teacher be respon- 
; sible for the farm accounts„ :

: According t,o Table 7, eighteeri schools reeeive. the in­
come from the1 farm while 42 do note Teachers evidently are 
not too. concerned about the disposition of farm prof it, since 
only eight consider it essential.that such moneygo to the

d - Twenty»one teachers believe it desirable that a school 
farm, be self-supporting. ' Forty-six of the school farms used 
Jin this:: stndy. .expeef^fhe farm-to be self-supportings ■ J
jj jlihethef students using .the .farm for projects should ...
pay rental apparently is not eonsidered a vital problem 
since vOhly .fourJteachefs' feel' such a practice is essentiale 
'This .:• teacher. attitude J is reflected in the fact that on only 
nineteen farms do students. pay regular rental for their , .
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Policies on the"Economic Use 
of School ..Parms ; ' y'

n;--;-rv-; . 'i Answrs'. ':. " -
■ ■-Question' ■ ■., r Yes • Eo

M s s en^ 
tial

•Besirr 
•. able^ '

; KonY,
- essential

Does the income from the 
. farm go to the scho©12;:' ; 18 42 '4:S; --y;:
Does the school expect- v r 
the farm to be self- , - 
supporting?. • ■ :; -v: , ’ 46 -j 14: 9: ' 21 8

Do students using the farm 
for projects pay regular 

- rental?; ’ ’ ■ • . r:-;- 19 l’ '"S; > I.';
Do,'Students keeping pror ,/ 
. jects on the farm sign 
written agreements? K ; ''16 '? 4:;:■ y r , ':4 ;

Are students paid f or • . // 
routine (non^pro jeet )■ i ; 
work on the farm? ' . 32 28 : " /s;; -■

Are students paid for - 
specialized work on 
the farm? : 45

■ . m
12 23 .. ̂ I)

- ' .•:';$)roJeGtss; T̂ ile. on̂ 2̂̂  ̂ . ■ -
■ ’ Whl$%#n; 'agree#ehhs :f Oh a farm.'ahe
'required by '24 schools but not required."by 25 schools8 and

. . ■ / ;' - ■■■.■'..•. ' ■■■ ' 1 only sixteen teachers feel such agreements are essential.̂

1 See Appendix for copy of Phoenix (Arizona.) Technical 
SchoolT s ■$f Agreement for Keeping Student and Projects at,' 
Phoenix 'Teohnical' School :Parms6̂  ■ .■ ’ ’ ' ; : -



22

. • / ' At 32 schools, students are paid for routine (non- 
pro j e 01) #6rk - on the if aria,,' wlii oh ■ is- considered essential' dr \ 
desirable.by more than a third of the teachers0 Twenty~ 
eight scbdols do. not pay for this kind of work* Specialized 
work-5, howeverr is paid for by 45 school farms but not paid ; : 
• for by fifteen farm&o' In the opinion of•23 teachers it is 
desirabie : to reimburse students, for •'such work 3 and twelve 
GOhsider this practice essential^

From Table W  be noted.: that 37 farms reported
the classrooms: end . shop are near the farm., which is a de= . 
sir able ‘or; esSent ial Situat ioh in the opinion of two-thirds 
of the teachers0 •

The farm buildings are; adeghate on less than half (27) . ' 
of the school farms» In the : opinion of - teachers it is de~

; Sifable-t© have; adequate buildings but not .essential0
• ; . Likewise less than half (23) of the farms have a fore- 

. man's house; 32 do not6 Lighteen:teachefs Gonsider it es­
sential to have a f oreman''s house:'on; the .f arm.premises 9(: 
eleVeh believe,this desirable, and: nine feel it is not es­
sential 0 ' ' ' ■ . • ' ' v-- h.;"'' i;'

. . By far the greater number of farms (53)' do not haVe 
living, quarters for students, which again may-be a reflec­
tion of t eactier "attit udes s ihee: only/sis:, of' them; eohsider : 
•studeht living quarters essential oh- a school farmo



.TABLE VI
BHil&ihgs on Behool Farms ;

Answers
Question 7; Yes ' .Ho

Essen­
tial

Besir-
able''

v: ".Hon- ' 
essential

Are the classrooms and 
shop on or nearby 
the farm? .A' ■ " ' 37 . 27 20 ' 22

Are the farm buildings 
; , adequate? 27 32 17 ' . :/V: v?.;:;:
Does the farm have an 
;. adequate ‘foreman’s 
house?. 23: 32 ''11/':'' :9. /;■

Are: there, adequate',living 
quarters f or .students . .
' on' the f arm? , -y/:: : : \.. -i 53 V „ ■ ..'/ ■■/ '■'19 ' / y .

. .As Indieated in TaLle VII9 :44 farms have 'sufficient
. eq.uipm.ent available s but sixteen do not* In the opinion • of A:
24 teachers it is essential that .there be sufficient farm . 
.equipment s' and seventeen consider it desirable 0

.While 57 per' cent of the teachers feel it is essential 
or desirable to have a sufficient variety and number of ani- 

:: mals on the school, farm, only 41 per cent of the; farms actu­
ally meet this requirements . : -

Thirty-six of the schools have adequate transportation 
for students between school'and farmjwhibh service is con­
sidered essential by 24 teachers and ;desl3^Ie ':by 'seven0
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: ' -k: : '  ;■ TABLE ■' '' :
Equipment and Facilities on School Farms

Answers ; : ’; ' . .r' i ; . v
' /Question Yes No "llssen~ ::Desif̂  /'v Non^' tial ablSh/essential:
is.; Sufficient farm eq.uip- . ment available?. ' 44 , 16 %i24i'' '' '17; : 2: '
Does the f arm .have a stif ~ 

f icienf :nti^ef a n d . . , ■ • variety of animals? ./ 25 32, 10 25 4 .
Does the .school provide 
. adequate transportation 
• for■students from the• 
school'to the farm?' ;36 16 '24::;'::": . 7  ... 2 ..."

Table:Fill indicates that 29,schools use an advisory .
' committee for determining plans and policies of tEe, M r m ?' V , 

but 32 schools do. not have such a committee o ,.; In the opinion: 
of.21 teachers an advisory body is essential, and sixteen 
feel it is desirable0

At most of the schools (49) a student committee helps- 
; f ormulate policies f or the farm; 29 teachers believe this . 
practice ISx essential and sixteen report it desirables 1 

In the opinion of 42 teachers, it Is essential or de^ 
sirable that the agricultural instructor be experienced:in 
the agriculture of the community when he assumes charge of 
the school fapm, and at 50 of the schools the instructof has 

; this experience0 ■ '. -ii:;



25

. T A BIE .'YIII
Management of School Farms;

Bssen= Desire Ndn= 
Yes ' No tial ; 'able " essential

Answers
Question'

Isr an adr’isory committee
. 'used.'for determining '' 1 / 'v: ' . .. ,;' {-'
'plans and; bdllcles on, . '''' : ' :L'‘ - .

' the f aiiQ̂ .-x • ■ i '■ :29 '■ 32 . 21 ' 16 , '. 7
Is a st udent committ e e - , . . ■ 1; ' : . ' . . . v
■ used that helps make.
policies? ■ -

Was the agricultural .. . ' ■
instructor. experieuced '';',: : ■ : Q , Y' ' ; ;in the agriculture of - the ' : v
• community when he assumed- ' ;. . I- ■; v ..
' thafge, of; the: farm? 50 1 '.. j • 20 ; 22
Does a manager live' oh 'the ' 4 ;y'; 1 lu ' v.; ' ' • - '

18 . 7M:,-- 6
Is there- more than one'.' • ■ ’ •
. agricultural teacher who : .' ’. • .
helps with. the farm? ' 25. 36. 14 . .19 8,.

' Only sixteen schools report that .a manager lives oh the 
farm. Eighteen teachers feel this is an essential practicej 
seveh that it is desirable, and six that it is non-essential 

At 36 schools only one agriculture teacher helps with 
the'farm,..though 33 teachers believe, it essential or desir­
able' to have more than one teacher responsible fop this pro­
ject.



. " TABLS IS
Administrative Policies on School Farms

Answers
-I';''';;-'' Yes NO

Essen- - Deslri 
tial able

■ Non- ' 
essentlai;

Do the school superin­tendent and school ' dp 
board give active- sup-' port to the farm? • /:*';-: 49 10 29 ; 13 i. i ■ ■

Does the . school '• carry. : i;:’ 
Insurance, -dn students-' 
working': ■/on;; ;:tbe' farki: ■ .21 : •3-7,

Are .the -school periods /.
. ■ for agriculture ade­

quate in. length?:. - ,•. ; :'9 .;:;li9:.i?:;/.

According to. Table IS, in'49 school systems the^Ward. - 
and superintendent give active support to the- farm; ’.only '":: 
one teachers considers such support non-essential=

: Thirty-seven schools ..carry no- 'insurance on students 
working-at the farm, though 31 teachers feel this. is essen­
tial or desirableo . . .

Nineteen tea.chers believe it essential and setenteen 
desirable: that, the- class' periods for agriculture be; adequate' 
in length*. .‘ This, situation is well in hand at the majority . 
of the sehoolS, since only nine report that class periods 
for; agriculture are not. long enou^*.:;: . . 1 :< - ;
; ■ I;From Table X it is found that at schools having a farm3 
:' Z $ - per Cent of the class- periods is spent, on the farm and
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Use. of Sc hoc 1; Farms • for Olas s Instruct Ion

Factor • . ' " '. "'‘ ‘ Range" Average
. StuCents using farm last'. jear v' : 56
Minutes in: elass .period.'.. . •,. •' ■ 60=180 108
’ Ber cent.of class periods on f arm 0=100 25:
Per cent of, shop jobs done on'farm, . . ' 0=100 26

and 26 per cent of all shop,jobs are done at^ Ihe /
average class period is 108 minutes long, and ah average of '; 
56 students use the farm each year 6,

fable XI indicates that the school farm is a rather re= .
. cent; development: in vthe field of,- agricultural e ducat ion 0 . :
Farms have, been in operation an average of 6.1 years; no farm 
yms 'reported to be in operation - longer than seventeen years.r 
The average school farm has 76 acres of land and is located ' 
1.8 miles from the school. • : ' - : ,

. '®f : the ',6l farms5,: AA received school' funds for operating .: 
costs,. ')::As: reported; in Table ZII , these amounts; range f rom; ■

: #246 . to: .|15> Q@©: with;,:,ah average cost per f arm of 1 1 5 423.32. ■■
:The^annug^ 'average salary of a school farm foreman is $2,780. 
The average., initial /Investment for the farm is |23 96660. t-' ; :
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■' TABS XL'
Age s,.Size 9 and Location of School Farias

■ Factor' ' . ''ati;: i ;: . "Range Average .

Xears. farm has been in operation 1~ I? 'v '.,f ;t
Acres in the farm 1 % v ■ : ‘'■■i . i 10-425 76.0
Miles.between farm and school ., 0= 12: .i :f 1 . ^

TABLE XII
> Investment, Ope: 
.'V ill lOosts' of

eating; ai School 3
id Management 
rarms , ;i;li

. .. * \ ' i
'pruty

Factor Range: 1;'; .; '’■•Average'■

Initial imTestment in farm 0=$1G)0 8 000 $23 ? 666 0 GO
' Operating cost (to school) last year$246~$ 139000 | 1^423=32 
; Annual salary • of farm foreman, „ $2,000=$ .3s,900 $ . 2,870 = 00.

As reported in Table XIIIs the sehool-farm has a. large ; . 
amoimt of influence.toward.increasing enrollment of students 
in agriculture» It alsO'^-imj^o^esftha-'morale; and. attitnde\@f:' 
the students & it-; ';;V. f f /t: \.t 1; 1 --'n ... '' l-'f: 't:'-.'. f : ■
. Teachers feel that community farms'will not give vasjv; ft' 
good results as the school farm, and that the' costs' of 
school faruis are jpstified by the educational results0 .
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.Zine'bseven: Ijer cent ('59} of . the schools will con­
tinue to use a farm ill connection'with their vocational 
agriculture,departmentc Evidence that school farms- are en­
dorsed hyteachers is found in the fact that 51 reported 
they would work-to secure a farm 'If their school did net , 
have .oneo / • \

'Teacher Eyaluation of School Marias

• : >- . ■ . ' , ■ . v  1 H © 0 - of .

Question ■.....  replies'
infiuence upon student enrollmeht and morale: . -
- Much • ■■ . /t . ' -1-; i d? '
Bom}' : - ; - : i;:-: ' . ; tV ; -5 ',iittle %. i ■ \ 3  .

Would oormunity-farms give as good result's? t ; ; -
Ho . - . . . . . . .  53

Are costs justified by educational results?
- Yes ; ■ 57
'. HO . .. ; r.' ': . - 7 /: ̂  .
Will school continue' to use a farm? ..
■ Yes v' A  . 59 ■
; No -iv':, ;V:v:" ; .
If ̂ school did. not:.liavea.. farms:''.;:wouid the ' :
.. teachers work for o n e ? - ' / ' - v . V .
; Yes ■ 51
; • No :  ̂ - - '• . . 9



pmm iv™

Three levels of importance were indicated by teachers . . 
for. individual factors which make for success .on school- . 
operated farms» The .levels of importance are: ■ essential, 
desirable,- and non-essential<, , .̂v;> r:-h ,

School farms were established .for several purposes <> 
lfe,ny schools' established;the- farm for more than one purpose0 
vTo; bd used as a laboratory.was the first choice6 Demonstra­
tion of improved practices and group prejeots .closely fol= 
lowed the laboratoryo . Individual projects were hot an impor 
tant reason for establishing the farm*

The farms were being used essentially for; the' same pur­
poses for .which they were established„ They are used as a 
laboratory, to demonstrate improved practices, for group and 

: individual project So The land' %of ' per ; cent of the 'farms..
. will remain permanently as a school farm; eight per cent of 
. the farms are using land that ultimately will be used for 
school buildings» 7 ' ■ ’■/ >7 ’ 7 '. ■ ■ :: '.'.7 : ' ;

' Sziferprises.;:on: the farm; have much influence upon the 
: course of study' in agriculture71 t-■; -77 ,t ,■ 7 , ' 7':-



It" is -essential to the operation of a school farm that 
it be adequately secured by ownership or lease = ISost agri= 
cultural teachers had a part in selecting the school farm; 
this is a desirable practice, butnot essential0 ; v'

Specific objectives were determined for the farm before 
it was.purchasedo 'This was considered essential or desir­
able by a large, majority of the■- teachers* ' ; ' ■ ;̂

: Hot quite half of the schools made adequate provision ..
for animals>, buildings, machinery and other equipment before 
the f arm was. acquired9 although, most of. the teachers consid­
ered such provision essential or desirabiey - \ i .j:'. j '

The number of acres in most school farms is. .adequate« 
This.: le ess entlal - to the success ̂ of a farm* ' v ' y f y i i 
' As .might be-anticipated, most of the teachers'fait it 
essential or desirable that the school farm be on good land6 
'Data in'this study show, that 49 of the .61 farms are on land 
.classed':as:.goqds,;;. ; i.V' .: : y y :  yj "i y-'y .

Most schools have adequate finances to operate the farm, 
a situation held essential by more than half of the teachers* 
About , one-third: of the nocessaryjfinanees is provided, by stu­
dents and two-thirds by the school* The. source of the fi- ; y 
nanees: for operation of the'farm is not important* y . y . . .y:,y 

Students- in slightly less than-50 per cent of the 
schools get some income from the farm* One-fifth of the 
teachers, believed this to be desirable, but only seven felt
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■ it essentialo ' . ' : . ■
The keeping of adequate records is considered essential 

or desirable for successful operation of a school farm, and 
'this practice is followed at practically all the schools re­
porting. ^ccouhts are kept .by the agriculture teacher in '' 
the mjority of instances, but a large number of schbols use ■ 
students, secretaries;or other personnel for this, work0 It 
•is essential and desirable that the..agriculture teacher keep 
farm accounts.

In. most cases the income'from'the larm does' not' go' to' ■ 
the school. On many farms it goes to the Future Farmers', of 
America .chapter,: Or it may go into a revolving farm fund. . 
i/here the income goes is’ non-essential to the.‘success of ,the' 
school farm. '■ v

While most schools expect the farm to be self-supporting 
and the general feeling is that, this should- be .true, several 
’ expressed the view that the .farm should not be required to ■ ,v 
be self-supporting since it is actually a school laboratory.

About one-third of the schools reg.uire students -keeping 
projects on the farm to pay regular rental fees. . Evidently 
teachers do not feel this is a vital problem for only.four 
indicate that such payment is essential, while eight each 
consider it: desirable and non-essential. '

Several teachers indicated-that.written:agreements;; 
should be used f or all 'business transactions between the 
student and the.school, but less than half of the'schools :' . 
{ 2 k )  require: a signed agreement from students. keep' I
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pro jects on the farm0 ’
The majority of schools pay students for non-project 

work on the farm0 Almost an equal number^ however^ do not 
pay for this type of work by students» Teachers indicate 
that whether or not students are paid for non-project work 
is non-essential to the operation of, the school farm5 the 
majorityg however,'consider it essential or desirable that 
students be paid for specialized work; on. the farms Forty- 
five of the schools do pay students for specialized works

The classrooms and shops are on or near the farm at 
most schools 0 Twenty-two of the teachers indicated this is 
desirable, and an almost eq.ua 1 number report it to be essen­
tials

The buildings on more than half (32) of the farms are 
not adequate* Forty of the teachers believe adequate build­
ings are essential or desirable * .

More than half (32} of the farms do not have a fore­
man's house on the premises« but 23 do have a foreman8 s 
house* Several teachers indicated that a foreman who,lived 
on the farm was very importants and in many eases was■what 
they needed in order to do a better job with the school 
farm*'

Only seven of the 61 farms reported adequate living 
quarters for students on the farm* . The teachers were about 
equally divided as to whether this was non-essential or 
essential and desirable0 Several teachers who have crop
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farms opmmeiited. that .living quarters for students were not 
’ needed.9 but most of the teachers who. have livestock on the 
faria. thought; livingquarters for : studehts would he both de­
sirable and essentialo ■ 1

Forty-one teachersa considered it essential or desirable 
that: there be suffic.lent equipment on' the farm, and this is 
the situation on>44 the 61 ;farms reporting0. In eentrast 
on only 25 of the farms is there a sufficient number and :• 
variety of animals» .This low percentage is due to ,the fact 
that s.ome ‘of those, r e p o r t c r o p  farms 0 - ' ,'■ >

Adequate transport at ion: between the school.and the farm 
is provided by more than half (36) . ofv;.thê seiiooiaf4 At 'sik- .
. teen' schools;:adequate: transportation is ;;n©t prqvided.@>4 ' 
Teachers indicated ishat this lack, of transportation was, a 
heavy handicap; it added one more job for the instructor who 
was already a t e a c h e r & farm manager 9 and F 0F 0Ao ■adviser 6 
Teachers indlcated they,were' tmwilling to take. the responsi­
bility of transporting students to and from the farm^ : It- , 
is essential to the operation of a farm that adequate trans­
portation be provided by the school»

:> A' small majority;of farms' do not; use an advisory com- >. 
mittee for determining farm plans .and policies0 Teachers ' , 
indicate that•such committees are essential or desirable* \ 
Howeverj on 49 farmsa student committee helps determine f: 
■policies; three-fourths.'of■ the teachers consider this prac­
tice desirable or essential* Several-Gommented that this



is one' of. tliS. 'main reasons for having a farrn0 Individual 
thinkings student work^ skills s government and management 
are'' to he encouraged0 .

As it ■ is1.'..tMtight desirable and essential, at 50, of theV 
61 schools,the agricultural teachers;were: skilled In the 
agriculture -of the. community bef ore assuming charge of the ,, 
farm0 This is all the more important since at 43 of the 
farms there is no %nager lining on the premises»

' The: majority of farms 436) are supervised by only one ■ 
agricultural teacher, though 33 of the teachers consider it 
essential of desirable that there: be more than one person 
helping, with the: farm* ■ • ,

Since the school board and/or.; superintendent probably 
: gave final sanction for the establishment of a school farms-: 
their active support to the project -would'be expected and 
this is true for 49 "of the farms'6

Only about one-third of the schools carry insurance on : 
students working, on .the farm® The opinion of t eachers on 
this' point is about 'equally divided> •.sixteen rated it as 
desirable and fifteen as essentials

The ' length of school . periods, f or agriculture is ade~ . ■ ' 
quate in 52 schooiS.o:;.; ̂ ihet'een teachers;,reported:this as es­
sential and seventeen.': as des irable Q



BdWol farms areused. for class instruct ion by 96 per . ,
;■ oert.; ,©f .-flie.selaosls ,,v •SwsB.ty^sdx per. cent of all class and, '

shop time is spent on the farm, The.instruction on the farm .,
is oh the. "doing” level6 • ••' • V ’ • ’

In most cases the farms are located away from the school,'
■ and the average size of the farm is 76, dares. Operation of. . ;

/ 'a ̂f arm In - o^ne^^ with agricultural courses is a recent:
development in this field of education,

: ' S ' The' amount invested .in!vsehdol.farmsis- small compared;'
' ' with present farm prices. Very few schodl 'farms show a net v f

; profit;■the average operating loss, or cost to the school .
hoard, was' 11,433*32,ipring 1951« V:,dv-

1 Teachers , evaluate school farms. very^ highly 'as. an- educa-: ■
'':< .v,;tionei; device 1 They .report that these farms ■ have a def inite . .
■ '' ■ and desirable Inf luence upon student .. enrollment'' and morale d': -1

: ,:They. cannot get as good results from the .use of farms In 'the

' Teachers feel that the costs of operation are justified 
: ' 'by the educational results. They will continue to use a ; ' ' d": 1

, school' farm, and would work- to establish one if they did not': ' ' ■
./.'.l. have - such-':a; unit, • st : .



There is evidehoe that sohpol farms are-serving a defi- 
'hite,;heed:.:.:in. soSie; dejpartments of voeational agrieultureo -

1" . Like other departments of, the public sehodl 3 farsis should be
properly, established and adttdnistered on sound educational  ̂ 1 

: • ■principles o ' "'.A' Very definite heed. must be present before a ,: :
farm can,make maximum contribut ions.to the school program0 •
The.farm also should have the. active support of the com- 

'■ > munlty and' of the school admhistrationo - :y.\V' -
The malor role of the school farm is its use as a lab­

oratory and' for the -demonstrat ion of improved farm'practices o " 
The. farm is used also for group and individual projects*, ' ,

•. The .farm must be adequately secured by'omershipvhr'--, ■ 
long-term leaseo :The size of 'the farm and.the kind of land / - ; v

: v ; must compare ■ favorably with: good farms in the community 0 . :;
I vi; Buildings'$ equipment' and facilities are necessary for
1' la far#- to' f hnctlon efficiently o A comfortable foremanls . . .l r.:

1 home should be provided oh the farm, and living quarters for 
; 1 students who. care for the livestock and .crops on the farm are. , 

desirable o ;1V: ;;v: I':' l' V; V'1 f':;;1' v;'"'
: . Adequate finances must be provided, including suffi= . V

cient, funds to give extra support during' the .'first years of' 
establishment and operation. Many school farms have failed . ' ■

■ ‘ ̂ because of ■ inadeq.uate financingo y 1 ..- ■
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: viv The' farm ne.ed.. not necessarily show a net prof it ©ash \ 
yeah ,- sine© . it vis 'toed' by , learners who do not have the abil­
ities necessary for profitable operation of a farm# The 
•school administration must be willing to spend a ■reasonable: 
amount of money for the educational' benefits' th&t the farm • 
provideso ; . . ' . . .

The income from the farm should go into a. revolving 
farm fund for use in,•replacing .supplies and for reinvestment' •• 
•in enterprises conducted, on, the.: farte ■ ; • ::, '

A complete' set of records and,accounts must be kept for : 
the farm. The agriculture teacher should supervise these; 
records and accounts as one of ;his,farm management dutiesc .

.Proper transportafion must' be provided by the school ■ .■ 
if needed:,, farms located• adjacent to the school but out of v 
vthe.:city 'limits. are; to; be preferred =, ;: ; ivt

,;; The class periods should be adequate in length so that '
' the farm may be used during class ■.timet In general, periods 
Of/.at least two hours, are deairablee: =
. • . The - following • is a summary of some Important factors •■'-• . t-,.;
in the successful establishment and:, operation of school farms 0
. Pactofs related to:;the -farming, operations • : • ' ; : ; , ;. 'lo' Pinancial Control of -the'farm - v : ■ .
: f o. Amount of the initial: investtoht' - • ' : . "' .. ;■ v;
. t; 3h:Sine' of the::farm"; '. . .  / • " '' ' : : '
' 'f - ' Ac :Productivify ;.of the,' land' ; ‘ :'u:' , ;; d .d

5o Buildings, equipment and facilities :
60 P arm foretoh: service ;;' • ;:;: ' \ Vv-.d
7=> Amount of operating capital .available •Se Use made of income ' : ''";::;;'.d. •,•;:.'

• . 9<> Farm records and accounts - ; ^



, Factors related to the ’ selio:©! ' < - - v: -
■ " . . ' I* SstahlisheiviieeS, arM: : a-- ''; ;

. ' ‘ 20 Attitude of school administration toward the farm 
3 o Student part 1cipation in operat.ion and nnnagement 

' : ; ■ 4o Length of class periods. for agrlCulture " , : v
■ ;■  ̂ 5'*■' fransportatloii' f aelllties;.:f.©r: sti^ :
': ■: : ■  6» 3B.nagefiieht: oftjietS3?m9v - ; • •  ;

School .farms may he established for many different pur-”
poses ? but; one m s t  be kept In mind: to pro-'
Tide better opportunities' f or the : practical education of
phbllp sohool youtho ; ’;d. , . -4. '.d',-/ ; •• d d /:
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' ; • APP1WDIZ A ; ' ; :V:'; ■■
\ A%.; m o m i z  m o m i o A L  '

■ ' ■ ': Agreement for'Keeping Student end Projects
,, y y;; y ■ ' at Phoenix ,Technical School Panes

The/.Phoenix Teclinical School provides, a training farm 
of 22 acres at 20th Street and Southern Avenue s and a train­
ing farm of 42 acres. at Poser; My^'and 7th Streetfor stu=; y- 
dents enrolled in .agriculture» yThe Tara has facilities for 
those students to keep an agricultural pro ject who - do not 
have an opportunity to keep a project at home-o ' It provides 
practical experience in - general farm life. .'Students, have 
the satisfaction of.working with plants and animals that 
their home place does not provide., .Economical custom'rates 
.are charged, students for pens and pastureThe  Future Far­
mers of America Feed: Co-op provides feed at wholesale prices 
Students may have the: privilege OF using the school farm as’. ; 
a place to keep their project providing they abide by- the 
rules and .regulations /Of: the .school^: the F.F,<>A.' chapter and' 
their advisors. • " ''

■ v ;.- V y- - ’ ' ■ Rules and Regulations' . j t .yd-ŷ '-̂  .
1. No project will be brought to the farm until a writ­

ten- agreement is signed by the student/ the parent, and is 
accepted by an advisor-. 1 .

2-. The student will ,provide- his, share of the labor and 
management; on pro j ects. at the f arm as determined' by the .



ToF0Ao Farm- Ooiamittee.;9, the farm foreman and; ttie' F dF»A0 ad.™ ,, 
visorso Failure, to,provide necessary labor will cost the., 
"student'tlo75 per day to hire a-substitute student for chore 
labors and $ 075 an hour for labor on individual projectse 
The cost vfili be ''Charged against .the - student ? s project <,

3o Students will assume the responsibility of taking ■ 
care of, their projectss keeping themclean, neat and orderly 

k o  Students visiting-the farm'must Gheck with the farm 
•'foreman or instructor at the'farm before , Visiting' .any part 
of the' farm,0

5o Student' must -keep; a complete set of - •records on the / 
progress,: of his'pro.jeet a ; . /'"k ; „ , ' ; ’ \„

6= Hp.'-pro jeGt will be .' removed. from the farm Until all , 
bills are paid' and ,̂ vritteh;.'permission is received.' fhbm':ah' 
agricultural instructor» " After expenses are paid.-,, all profe 
its belong -to the, 'Studento'  ̂ p - ■ •;
y.;.. ' .7o F 0F0A0 members will receive feed from the co-op at 
prevailing wholesale prices'6 ' Mon-F0F6A0' members will pay re« 
■tail.':;priee for';ifeedh''- ;'-i’.;''p:-7. -p'::;';'.;-' ■ ■"■■h-,..: -. ,
. So The F oFdA 0 feed co-op will levy a carrying charge of 
50^ per cwt.o in excess of $10*00, per head for swine and $25o 
for cattle, poultry. 125’*00 per: 100 birds, sheep $5600 per . 
head. Other projects Will have similar rates set by the .'
F*F oA0 Farm Committee
v : 9o 'While staying-iat'the farm, • students will be Subject: 
to. the ruleh and regulations of the school* Students will- ' '-



stay at the faBrt for a pe^ip&. of farm' hhty .on a regular - ;.'v;' 
sohedhlieyheglnning; 9’00 A 0M0 on Saturday morning„ No student 
will leave: the farm except to attend, school, .unless' excused - 
for special occasions upon vjritten permission from' parents0 

: Students Will he. respons ihle for keeping lodging neat .and
orderly at all timeso " -

- \..10̂  Btudehts who., violate these. rules and regulations. :y
■ 'Will: he: subject to forfeiting .their :interests In' their pro- .

'11. jects to the-,## 6 %  will!':lo'sa:-#e.:^privilegeof 1 : _
; ; keeping' a project on. the. = Schooi. f a r m : ^ r .;
'such action, from the E g g ^ &' FarmpOommi11ee. and advisors»

. I " . fhe.' ̂ hoeniX. Technical School, tKe:' 'administration or 
agricultural instructors, or the farm foreman in charge ■ will.
; not' be responsible .̂f or any'accident ■'or ihjury sustained by • 
v'.anyone, directly or Indirectly,' through use of the farm and/or•. ■

' e:quipmBnt ti: V/:;;; i/;::;:; y . ,y'.. :v:;. .;;n j':!; j' . .'p'/l:,:. . .. '

/ V’■ Rental lees for Farm Facilities ■; hp:
‘ Goneentrates and roughages will: be provided to members :.
at wholesale costs , ' . ■ - :

:'v.- fiEEFt 'v:;h : .: .. . '
h y :-np:?:yh'.'.h.;.' /' .

I ; as. lo/ipef day ,= uhder: 500# . . : ' . ..
\pj; /■/ be 1.5/ per .day = over 500#, under 750# , y : .: P. . ■: . P:
.P:-.'"' C'e .20/ per 'day « 6verP:750# ::'i, P . ■

: .... -a> ..50̂  per read':”.: under 5©0# '^pper.m . ■ p. ' ■
bo 75/ per head - over 500#.- per month . . n P

P 1 v- ; CP,.#2.e5.0: .%'Xlmum; per.. pen: per. month p - p ' p- PxP P. - P:P' 1
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9.o 2^ ;10G#' per month
: per'. head̂  r>;. over d-OĜ  - per month

Pens ': '-' •' ' : - , •
4>' .. :a:o' 25^1.per :headv#; pe - under 200#'

to per head - per month over 200# . . ' ■4;',
,c0 |2o50 maximum, per pen. per' month ~\i : [' ■. ,

Brooder . house and .brooder: for';'300: ohicks - .$3 = 00 per ,we.ek 
Broiler houses' ■ 50^ per .Week ' ■ ,

•. , Laying house and .pen:' ' ' ' per week-

Pasture: = 3^ per day.'

t - n J '  ^  ' ' ■ u ; ■ 1 ' " ' ^ 4ao 50# per head 'per, month 
:4  ■ b o  . | 2d50 maximum per month

:• I, ', 4 ; v: - Y  do hereby promise to ful-
(dgricult.ure studentj '"'.'f, ; ■ ;

'#̂ flil̂  'tha- terms and aonditlons': of this agreement 0 :. •
:i/'%Ve agree that:, these terms, and conditions are f air 

:. and appropriate’and further.agree■ to be bound by said .rules
;.band; regulations» b" h':': ;: ’ : 1 ' - ■
' ' . I/We agree to do everything within my/our power to see

that these conditions are carried; out by me/our - son® ; - b .
4 . (Father) ' \

(Parent)  ____________
,r'::: ; :-f' " \ /  ( G u a r d i a n : V I::.b".b: ,
:'..Bate''

■ Approved' by _
; 'bb:.'bbb.: v . /.' • bv::bv.' ■ ■: : instruetor:■' i :



QUESTIONNAIRE TO DETERMINE THE FACTORS THAT MAKE FOR SUCCESS
IN SCHOOL OPERATED FARMS

Name of School^  _____ .;' . Address _______________
PART I

Characteristics, purpose and teacher opinion regarding the school
farm.
Please circle (o) the most appropriate number in regard to your farm. 
A0 The farm was established to be used for°

1. Individual projects
2. Group projects
3o Demonstration of improved practices 
4= A laboratory.

Bo The farm is being used chiefly at present for:
1. Individual projects 
2 „ Group projects
3a Demonstration of improved practices
4o A laboratory .

Ca The farm is to be used permanently as a:
la Farm
2, School building site
3a Other use (name) , .

Do What is the reaction of the school administration to the school 
farm?
la Unfavorable2 o Favorable ^
3a Very favorable

Bo To what extent is your course in agriculture based upon enter­
prises and jobs on the farm?
1 a Much •
2» Some
3 o Little

F 0 Could you use home farms of students in the Community and get 
just as good results as you do from the school farm?
lo Yes
2 0 No

Ga How much of your personal time does the farm demand?
I. None 
2» Little 
3» Much

H 0 Do you believe the money and time spent on the farm is justified 
by educational results?

Io If you did not have a farm would you work to get one?
1. Yes 
2 „ No

J. Do you plan to continue your use of the farm?
la Yes .
2. No '



PART II
Establishment, Finances, Equipment, and Management of the school farm. 
Please check (X) the appropriate answer in Column I and Column II,
If, answer in Column I is NO please give explanation in Column III,*

FACTOR Column I Column II Column III
Answer in ‘importance of factor to If answer 
regard to fthe success of a farm in Column

I '
YES

Essen- 
NO tial

Desir­
able

Non-Es­
sential

piease give 
explanation

A,The establishment of 
the farm.

i
i

l.Is the farm adequately 
secured by ownership or 
lease?

.̂.......
|

2.Did the Agricultural 
Instructor have an ac­
tive part in selecting 
the farm to be purchased?

!
3.Was a specific objec­
tive for the farm deter­
mined before its purchase *

'4,Were adequate provis­
ions made for animals, 
buildings, machinery and 
equipment, before the 
farm was purchased? i.,. . . ......- .... ....5.1s the number of acres 
in the farm adequate for 

' your purpose?
> i5

6.1s your land classed as 
good land in your commun­
ity?

%
X

j
i

i -
B.Finances and Records

................t ............ — ...

l.Are adequate finances provided to operate the 
farm? . ....

' 1 1 T nr ",,"r ,ul

5
*

2.Does the income from 
the farm go to the school

1 <4 ' 1 1

3.Does the school expect 
the farm to be self- 
supporting?
4.Do students using the ■ 
farm for projects pay ; 
regular rental?
5.Are students paid for 
routine (non-project) 
work on the farm?
6,Are students paid for 1 
specialised work on the 
farm?
7,Are adequate records ■ 
kept on the farm? !
8.Do you keep the records, ) i r "

9.Do students get any in-, 
come from the farm?
10.Are the finances for j 
operation of the farm ; 
provided by the students i 
of agriculture? 1

? ;
i
t

I|

(Example) ‘ 
Does the income 

from the farm go to 
the students? X

4
i 1 

AIaf

X
The money 
by law 
must go 
back to 
the gen­
eral Coun-j 
ty tax 
fund,!



PART II (Continued)
Establishment, Finances, Equipment, and Management of the school farm. 
Please check (X) the appropriate answer in Column I and Column II.
If, answer in Column I is NO please give explanation in Column III,*

FACTOR Column I Column II Column III
Answer inllmportance of factor *o 
regard tolthe success of a farm, 
your farm#

If answer 
in Column
i. is.ua

C.Buildings and Equip­
ment .

YES NO
Essen­
tial

Desir­
able

Non-Es­
sential

please give 
explanatior

l.Are the classrooms and 
shop on or near-by the 
farm?

i
j

2,Are the farm buildings 
adequate for the farm?
3.Does the fprm have an 
a d e q u a t e h o u s e ?
I+.Are there adequate liv­
ing quarters for students 
to stay on the farm?
5,Is sufficient farm 
equipment available?
6,Does the farm have 
sufficient number and 

„ variety of farm animals?
7,Does the school provide 
adequate transportation 
for students from school 
to the farm?
D.Management of the Farm,
l,Do you use an Advisory 
committee for determining 
plans and policies on the 
farm?
2.Do you have a student 
Committee that helps make 
policies?
3.Dees the school Supt, 
and School Board give 
active support to the 
farm?
Ip,Is there more than one 
Agricultural Instructor 
in your department?
p.has the Agricultural.
Instructor experienced in 
the agriculture of the 
Community when he assumed 
charge of the farm?
,o.Do you have a manager 
who lives on the farm?
7.Do students keeping 
projects on the farm sign- 
written agreements?
8.Does the school carry 
insurance on students 
staying and working on 
the farm?

i

9.Are the school periods 
for agriculture adequate 
in length?



PART III

The History and Use of the School Farm*
Please give the correct answers to each question in the spaceprovided;

A. How many years has the school farm been in operation?

B. How was the farm acquired by the school?

C. How many acres does the farm have?

D. Y/hat is the distance between the farm and the school?

E. How many students used the farm last year?

F. What is the length of your agriculture class period?

G. What percent of your class period do you spend on the farm?

H. Y/hat percent of shop construction jobs are done on the farm?

I. How does the school farm influence student moral# and enrollment 
in agriculture?

J. Y/hat is the annual salary paid to the farm manager?

K. What was the initial investment in land, buildings, and 
equipment for the farm?

L, What was the direct cost to the school board to operate the farm last year?

M* Please give other important facts that haV#influenced the 
success of your farm.



45



BIBLIOGRAPHY

Ip Books

Adams» E0Lq and Bedford 3 Wo Wo,, Barm laws o Danville.
Ill o s The Interstate Company? 1949 <> 272 pp 0

Beards WoPo 3 BtartinR- to Fara0 ' Danvilleg 111*: The Inter-, 
state Company^ 1948o 265 PPo • •

Chapmans, Daal WQ, Successful 
Turner 1» Smith and Comi

Cuhherly8 lllwood P 0 9' The 
, Houghton Mifflin

  Atlantaj, Georgia:
, 1948.0 358 PPo
y .of Education0 Few York:

o

Deyoe, George Po 3. Supervised Farming in Vocational ngrK 
tureo Danville^ Ilias The Interstate Company* 1943°
■ 502 ppo

Deyoe9 George P0 and Ullrich3 Fred $1* Getting Acquainted 
with Agriculture o ' Danville 9 111»%' TSTnterstate Com- 
pany 3 ̂194lT'^73Fpp»

Hamlin«' Herbert 1I0» Agricultural Education in Community
Schools o Danville. Ill< Company9 1950,

Hammonds 9 Carsie and Tabb a 1f0R<, ̂ Your Farming
Lexington s Ky0 $ Trafton Publi shing 'Co 7^19511 166 ppo

Larson,, Gustav E 0 and Teller3 Walter Mo^ What is Faa 
, Few York: Do Tan Ho strand Co05, 1945« 410 pp”

Phipps j, Dolo 9 'Handbook on Teaching Vocational
'Danvilleg'TlIlo: The Interstate Company9 1952o 1023 pp,

Prosser9 Charles Ao and Quigleys Thomas Ht, g Toeational
Bducatlom in a Democracy0 Chicago: The African Teeh- 
nical Societyg 1949o 575 pp* -

Stewartg WdFob Methods of Good Teac........  _______ Columbus 9 Ohio:Published by the author 3 1950 c, .220 pp0



% %  Bulletins

Deyoe9 George P» s The Use of School Land by Departments of ' 
Vocational Agricultureyin Illinois Schohls6 Drhana?. 
The^S^ip^ity of';lliinbl'ŝ  .19526': 1A pp’r: v-: C
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