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"'ln%rbduetion;

Arthur Hugh Clough has been almost unlversally regerded

T as’ a representatlve of the doubt and sceptlelam of M1d--

.. ',@1ctor1an England 1, Many crltlcs have po;nted to hlS thoughtef

leif751u1 and unorthodox con81deratlons of moral probleme and have

’?eattrlbuted Clough“e doub‘ts3 Wholly or in. conszderable part tei;”
lthe temper of hls tlme and the snlrlt of the Vlotorlan age of'
,sclentlfle dlscovery and materlal ald 1ndustr1a1 advancea..

: " It is my Qurp@ee to 1nqu1re lnto the facts of Clough“s‘A
eifillfeAand the thoughts contalned ‘in hls Wr;tlngs Wlth a view to'fry-
idlscovernng wnether tkese crltloe be right, or if not, Whereln“

’A11es the truth as revealed by fhe preponderance of the ev1deneea .
| Flrst I shall try to lndlcate the human 1nfluences o
‘Whlch moulded the mans‘ SRR - :
Second I shall make a etudy of some of ﬁhe poetry and
e,proee in Whlch he seems to heve revealed hls characterlstle
| :fthought':; . | »I .” = '4 | »ﬁ
s Thlrd,.L shall eummarlze the flndlnge Whleh\prove that

gGlough Wae 1naeed a poet of sceptlclsmg Juetlfylﬁg the cona. 

V*rtentlon that tnls sceptlc;ﬁm was dependent more upom h;sr

icharacter and Lralnlng than’ upon the culture of the perlod ln

'1“;whlch he’ l;vede-

- Lg:‘ﬁiederlek‘ﬁulhausein,erg Gleugh°e "Love and Reason,t -
-. Modern Philology, Vol. 42, No. 3, February, 1945, p. 174.




,_ CHAPTER 'L . |
. THE INFLUENCE OF CHRTAIN BEOPLE ON CIOUGH'S THOUGHT



The Iﬁfluenpe of Certain People on Clough’s Thought

~ Born in Liver@ool on‘Januar& 1, \1819 Arthur Hugh was

" the seeond Ghlld of James Butler and Anne Perfect Clough it
pras thought that his blrthplace was in Rodney Sureet But re='-3
‘Vcent research hag cast some aoubt as to the authsntlclty of

- this, ana seems to point to Hope Streetal In Lhe.WAnter of
1822-23 the fami.iy moved to char;eéﬁon, ‘South Carolina, whér,_e
gihé father pﬁfsdéd hié'business as é cotton merchanfa Rétufniﬁg>
to Bngland Wheﬁ'ﬁrfhur was nine years old, the family sent him
to school at Chééter-in Eovemberbl1828o In the summer of 1829
he was removed to Rughy . Hig e_ldest-brotherD Charle s, was
' wi%h him at both schools, but left Rugby before ﬁim,'in 1831,
« Clough entered Qxford in October?.i837' At masterg 1842
he was elected a Fellow at Orlela'ﬂna laterx the same year he
became & Tutor, He»resigned fromihis duties at @Xford in

‘ aanuary» 1848, His first published work, The Bothie of.

fTober=na=Vuollchn a 1ong=vacatlon pastoral in hexameuersy

',appeared-the neXu-Eovemberﬁ Two mqnths»later.ﬁmbamm@ila&
‘;é'jdint enter?fise‘ofrcloagh éndihis former sdhbol friend9
Thomas Burbidééofwas'published;"TheSe were Cloughﬂévqnly
"publlshed volumes during his llfetlmeo He wrote Amours

de Vozage in Italy in 1849, unpuallshed untll it appeared

in the‘Atlantlc>ﬁpnthly from February to May, 1858,

’ ‘l6 See Appendix..
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‘Diészchus was written in 1850, and Mari Magno oxr

Tales on Board in 1861 durlng ﬁravels in Greece France,

and ltaly. Tebruary of 1849 saw Clough the prznczgal of..
7Univérsity,H&.lg Londono;'Two.years 1¢Ler he met Blanche’
Swith, whom he merried bh Jﬁne 12, 1854, aftér a year of
tea@hing in America'énd'é;yeaﬁ Wérking,as,én'examihef,in-
the Eaucgt;on3effice in London, They had‘thfee children:
Florence, 1858; Arthur, 1859; Blanche Athena, 1861, Clough
died,~éﬂ&‘ﬁéé'buriedg‘ét Fiorencep'ltaxy, on'Novemhﬁﬁ 13,

1861,

* Glough was influencedgreatly in his thinking by
pefsohs*of strdng and assertive characﬁe¥ﬁ his mdimei;
Dr. Thomas Arnold m@tthew Arnold John Henry Newman "ané
Ralph Waldo ﬁmersono o

Ao ﬁis Mother

Anne ?erfect the beaut¢fu1 daughter of a Yorkshlre
: benker 1 was mother of four chlldreﬂ of Whom.Arthur Huvh
wea.s the second Chlla¢ Because ‘her husbandﬂs mercaat;le
acthltleS deprlved her of hls lov1ng com@anlonshlgy mrsqf
Clough became the const¢nt companlon of her chlldren, 7;’
espeCLally of- Arthuro - A |
| - Arthur wes constantly wztk my. mother, and

‘she poured out the fulness of her ke art om him,

They read much together, histories, ancient and
modern, stories»qfrthe Greek heroes, parts of

1. John Perfewmt of Ponterfract. Her mothef’s maidég name .
was Catherine Maria Mosely. ' ‘ ' ' o

T



Pope's “QOdyssey" and *Iliad", and much out of
Walter 8Bcott's novels, Bhe talked to him about
England,! and he learnt to be fomd of his own.
country, and delighted to flourish &bout a little
- English flag he had possessed himself of, FHe
also made good progress in French, He was some-
times passionate as a child, though not easily
‘roused;  and he was said to be very determined
and obstinate, One tralt I distinectly remembera
that he would always do -things from ‘his own @10108,
and not merely copy what others were -deing.

MTSQ Glauﬂh was a Woman of 81mple tastes and of
’retiring natureo éhe was n@t OVGTLOHd of - company She‘ '
.;Was content to szt at home w;th a. booko_ Gnder thalr _
mother®s lnfluencea the chliaren grew Up ﬁo dlsllke stramgerse'
They generally ran off to the nu?sery ac 31gbt of visitors,.
‘ She was. vexy rellg;ouss frequently sneaklng to her

._chlldren abeu% God and Duty She endeavored to inculea
dim them. her own enthus;asm for that wh;eh~w&s noble., Her
'_attaéhmenﬁé were feﬁ énd of gfeat’étrength;"“Her inf%uenéeg
:iﬁ’shoft- Wés~of.precisely the sort to make agcdnscienﬁioué
w3

V‘and idealistic boy too conscventlous ana ldeallsulCo,

3

©ne result of thls methex lnfluence was that when the

'.fcmlly Went to VLSlt Lts cousins on returnlng to mﬂgl@ﬂd

-&rthurs 1n,the words of hls slstera “could not enter 1nﬁo
';the boys“ rough games and amusements "4
A teacher te her cblldren Mrs. Clough pxesented

'hlstory wzth a vzv;dness that W&S grlpplngo - Bhe must have

~floA The famlly Then llved 1g Gharleston South Carolina,
2., Erose Remains of Ar thur ‘Bugh Clough, with & Selection
from His Lettezs and a Memolr Bdited by Bis- Wlfep London,
liecmillen, 1688, Sister Anne Jemima's Memoir, p. 4.

d. James Insley Osborne, Arthur Hugh Clough» Boston,
Houghton Mifflin Co.,, 1920, po 150

4. Prose Remains, p. 8., .. ‘
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v;mnressed them thh their famllygs own past greatm;sso For
can- ancestcr Sir Rlohdrd Glovgh had been & merchant at
,Antwerp durlng tne helght of its prosperltyﬁ “and tbe agent
to Sir Thomas Greshamg founaer of the Royal :,xchangeo The
famlly Was also connectea WLth the Tudors and with John
GaTVLnQ' | | ’ |
V The early Iellglous teachlng Clough recelved remaxaedr
Wlth him, He never lQSt;hlS_aQ§p apngglatlon of biblical
stoi'ies9 fbr’he composed‘a.nﬁmber of-poéms Qﬁ'such subjécts

as The Mystery of the Fall, The Song of L méchﬂ'Through a

Glaas Barklyg 'Whaf Vient Ye out for to Seek?

The strength,. then»‘of thla mother=lnfluence ugon
Clough can scarcely be overestlmated Practlcally & con=
| stant companion to hls mother duriné his most 1m@ress;onable’
years9 a mothe:{who missed per‘husbana s_love and coms
pionship Wﬁile,the latter was devoting his time, energy;
and interest to his work as cotton merohant Clough re=
celved more tnan nis- falr share of aLtentlono He becqme
shy of strangers because his.mother @;s;;ked viSitois?
He»abéorﬁed his mother“s high idealS'and'her consciéntious.
natureo God and Duty were real to him w1th a realxmj bard :
to capture in 1ater life but llkelv to leave a lasting lma
 press1on on & sens;tlve natureo It is not un11£e1y thax
Clqughp despite doubt in later years as to. the validity
of_ﬁhé‘sbripturesafclung teﬁaéiouSLy to'faiihvin_ﬁod'és a -

. result of his mother?s influence upon his eerly life,



>’Bo' Dr. ThOMaS Arnold
: Quoh lﬂtLMate assoclation Wlth hlS mother during nis
'formatlve years dld not Qreoaie Clough for MLXan reaazly
with otherso Pow 1one1yg,the4efore9 mus%-have been thls
teﬁ=yeér=old lad~am09g“a,c:QWd of st;éngersvatuRugbya'xa
_eépedially.és he was yQung for his class, o
G boaider in'the'Séhooi House, Whiéh wés under:‘

Dr. Arnold® 8 dlrect superv1blon Glouéh CQme 1nto closer -

).'contact with - the headmmster and hlS xamlly than was usual’

-_w;th_gunlor boysc’ Mrs. Arnold warmed %o h1m~1mmed1atelys
péfhéps because/of his-sbmewhat delicaﬁe hea1th The boyﬂs
gentleness and 1lkeableness made hlm welcome ln that ladyﬂS ‘
_draw1n0=roomo | | ”
With tae rest of the school, Glough 1lstened atteng?vely
Atc Arnold“g chapel sexmonsa the most powerful %ource of the

Doetor“s 1nfluenceo But it was not antil he entered the

. 8ixth form ln 1835 that he felt the full force of Dr.. Ar«=

_nold“s domlnatlng personallty0 Introspeetlve and senSltlveﬂ
' Glough theng as his frlpnd Stanley wrote of hlm.ln later'
yeaxsp “recelved 1nto an unusually suscegtlble and eager
mznd the whole force of that elnctrlc shock whlch Arnold
,'communlcated to all hls better ouplls ul

As a tescher Arnold lnsPLred enthusxasmo In hiS‘

‘v l° érthbr ”éﬁfﬁyﬁ Stanley;'The‘Lifé and Corresﬁohdence;
~.0of Thomas Arnold D Dap Fellowesg London 1868 Vol.2,
_ ppo.Sb 26, NN i :




constént emphasis, both in thevclassroom ani'in the ché?el
on ohe calls of Dutyg the headmaster was to Clough an echo
of the early lessons of hlS mother. Bat_the echo was greatly ;‘
lnuen51fled;because expressed by a’muchimcre foréeful: -
| personalitya and with more obvious pfactical application.,
. Dr. Arnolavvas Bagehot on@e v1gorously 5a1d9 “Wbrked ﬁeA
poundeq» if the phrase may be used, into tle boy a bellel9
or,at gnJ;ratep a,;loatlng confused conceptlonﬂ that bhere
_are greéﬁ subjects, that there are strange problems9 that
4khowledge has an indefinite value, that life is a seéious
and solemn thlng wl

Whlle giving due promlnence to the 913551039 Arnold
deprlved them of thelr_exclu5£veness by introducing various
other branches into his course. He ﬁas pérticulariy careful
that the education which he Furnished at Rugby should be in
the hlghéStrsensa mofai»aﬂd Christian, Bugby Séhool beeame
crdwded‘béyond any former'precedentg_ Its pupils carried
"~ off a’largé proportioh bf‘nrizes at‘theruniversitieso
The superlorlty of Dr, Arnold”s system became SO geaerally
reeognlz@d that it may be justly S&la te have doneznvch foxr
the general lmprovement of the publlc schools of England.

Charles Henry ?ealsan» Fellow of Oriel and leter
Education Winister in Victoria, said Arnold had,

el dangerous Qropeﬂsltj to lm@el his pupkls
_into Holy Orders... I cannot doubt that Clough,

glmost the &blest of-Arnold's pupils, though he -
escaped ordlnaulong owed much of his morbld

Lo Valter Bagehot, Litérarfhétudiesg two volumes, -Longe-
mans , Green and Company, London, 1898. Vol.2, p. 268,




scrupﬁlousity to thé Hugﬁy influence...Arnold's
pupils lived in & state of priggishness, They
were taught to be always feeling their moral
muscles, always careful about their school-
ﬁ.fellows9 mo:tallty9 and always. mindful of the
high mission which they_ took with them into the
: world as Rugby boysoooo .
Olough“s Rughby life Wwas fertile 8011 for fosuevlng
the preoccupatlon with morallty and rellglon 1mplanted ln
him by hlsrmother° Hereg as ~at homeg he llved under conm_k
» stant lncltemept to emnlate “the loftlest modelu of Chrlstlan
boonduct Belng 31ngled out by Dx. Ainold as desmrable o
materlal for leadershlp Glough was encouragea to essume
a feellng of accountablllty for the morals of the entlr
. school, He was Arno3d“s faveorite ap dlstlpctly as he had
been hlS mother 8o |
| 7 Dro Arnold died suddenly in 184z at the age of
;orty=seveno "He was for a.long time more than a father
to me, " saldFClougheg He left Oxford. on hearlpg the nevsg o
 1wentvhome»,and»then'ﬁo the nills of Wales for & period of ”
solltary Wanderlngo , ' _ B - |
lee the piling of Ossa on Pellon was the. doublea
welght of Clough“s mother 's early lnfluence followed by
the %lmllﬁr admonltlons of Dra Arnold to be noble to the' ;
noble 1n hlmself to be moy&l and Ghrlstlang to ever saek

to lnculcate noble ldesls in the mlnds of his school=

fellowso :,

Ls Hugh Lunn Klngsmlll Matthew Arnold The Elal Piessp

New York, 1928, p, 285

2, Goldle Levy, Arthur Hugh Clough (18l9a1861),:§gggon,
. Bidgwick & Jackson, 1938, p. 4%, o '
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Clcugh wrote to his friend, J, N, Simkinson, on
January 18, 1856° ' '
ooal verlly believe my whole being is
: 'soaked through with the wishing and hoping
- and striving to do the school good, or rather
. to keep it up and hinder it from falling in
- “this, I do think, very c¢ritical time, so that
2ll my cares and affections and converwatlonb
thought, words, and deeds, look to that in=
. voluntdrllyocool
Thls same Wlshlng and honlng aaa Sterlng to do Good
were ‘in pelfect accoxd with the teachlngs of both Mrs.
Glough and of Dr. Arnold., A third influence was fo enter
Clough's life ﬁhile he W&S,in‘his teens., And his frieﬁd_
was to be four years his Junlor0
C. Matthew Arnold
Matthew Arnold was the mdst noteworthy among Cloughs
younger friends, He entered hlS father“s school in- the ' |
summer preceding Clough’s laSu year of regidence., But
they had known each other while Hatthew WaS iiving at honme
end during wacations from earliér[schoolingﬁat Winchester,
It was Matﬁhew who, in Thyrsis, did more than aﬁy
otber\man has done to perpetuate Clough“s memory Thzrsxs '
does not really say ‘much about Clough less even than
) ;yclda§ does about hdwarq.Klngﬁ; But Arnold -admits, 1n_j"-~
reply to an objection of Principal Shairp’s, that it was =~

only one side, and & less important side of Clough, that

1. Poems and Prose Remains, Vol. 1, p. 67,
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he had in mind. "There is much in Clough," Matthew Wfote
1to.ghairp»,m(th@'ﬁholévprophet side,>ih fact) which oﬁe |
cannot deal with in this way, and one has the feeling,
if one réads the poem as “,memérial poem, that not enough
is saild. about Clough in-it; I feel this 50 muckhi that I
dq not send the poem to H¥rs. Clough., Stlll Clough ha& hls
idyllic side, too; to deal with this suited my desire to.
deal again with that Cumner'country;.anywaya.only 50 could
I treat “the matter this tlmeo“;
Although Glough had known ﬁattbew Arnold at FOX Howg
Dr, Axnolégs home ‘in the ILeke Country, and for a short tlmek
Cat Eugbyg 1t was at Oxford that the frlendghlp of ﬁhese
Two poets ripened, In ﬁovembers 1841, Matthew Went &p as a
Balliol Scholar, The aeath of Dr, Thomas Arnola some elght
months later tightened the bonds of sympathy and a;fectlon '
between Clough and, Matthewo« ’ |
. One sees from that time a paternal note, - .
sincere but light enough not to become offeunsive,
come into his every reference to Matt A%nold.
- During the time Matthew Arnold knew him at
Oxford he was falling back upon his own morallty
and character, where the intuitions of his falth -
lay,- and.thlnklng less about pOSlthe proofs and
~ the importence of them. In fact, Arnold wes going
\through the same process,: endeavourlng to find
some new statement of faith that had ceased to

repose under dogma and creed, Both werg hunting
for 'higher, holier things than these’,

Levy Op. €it., po 209 _
20 Howard Foster Lowry, The Letters of Matthew Armld to.
Arthur Bugh Glough Oxfora Unlvexslty Eresso London 1934»
Po BEs
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Pour Rugby friends at Oxford formed a.llttle company
~of their own. These were the Arnold rotJers» Matthew and -
Thomas, and Cloughgand Tneoaore Walrond, They spen t many
happy hoursvexplarlng the country arounu,@xfordp bathing
in the abahddnedliasher~paés and skiffing up ‘the Isis“andi5
Cherwell, Memorials to those deys arsvﬁaithewfsﬁéchola::
‘Gygsy“ and “ThyISlSm | ‘

, "You alone of my brothers»“ HMatthew omee - - -
reminded Thomas, “are associated with that llfe
at Oxford, the freest and most delightful part,
.perheps, - of my life, when with you and Clough and
#alrond I shook off a2ll the bonds and formal ities
of the place, and enjoyed the spring of life and
that unforgotten Oxfordshire and Berkshire country.
Do you remember & poem of mine called "The Scholar
Gypsy*e? It was meant to fix the remembrance of
those qelightful wanderlnés of ours in the Cumner
Hills, "1 .

The inflaence of Matthew Arnold upon Clough has been
noted in a”lgadiﬁé article, unsigned, called "Arnold and
Clough, as follows: |

. . Glough was the senior man by four years. He

_had been the Admirable Crichton of Rugby, and had
gone to Oxford with a halo about him, bearing the
expectations of gods and men, of masters am boys,
that he would, as Arnold himself puts 1it, be %as
profoundly 1mpxe551ve and lntezestlng to the world
as he was to us."... But it is clear that in Arnoldﬂs
own early develcpment Clough was a. major influence.,
oos But it was the younger man who first saw his
wey clear, and it is curious to observe in these
letters how it was he who came to take upon himselfl
the office of mentor, and to stimulate & lagging
spirit to realize itself, and to make the accowmo-.
dation with the laws of existence which he felt to

T Tevy, Pp. @it.. p. 449” 
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“be a condltlon for &1l frULtful activity . We
“must do something, even 1f we cdannot do just
~what we would., %I do not say I discern the:
'rlght way for you: have we one?...¥ou &sk me
in what I thlnk or have thought you going
‘wrong: in this: that you would never take
your assiette. as gsomething determined and flnal
and unchangeable Tfor you and proceed to work-
- away on the basis of that: but were always
poking and patching and cobbling at. the
~assiette itself -- could never finally -- as 1t
seemed -- ‘resolve to be thyself*l --but were
“. looking for this and that experience and
. doubting whether you ought not to adopt this
. or that mode of being of persons gui ne vous
~ valaient pas because it might possibly be ¢
- nearer the truth than your own: you had no
reason for thinking it was, but it might be-
and so you would ‘try -to adapt yourself o 1t
You have I am convinced lost infinite time in
this way:.it is what I call your morbid Con-
" 'sclentiousness == you are the most conscien-
- %ious man I ever knew: but on some lines.
-moxrbidly so, and it spoils your action w2

‘fclough and Arnold were remarkably elike in nature and
ln tralnlngo “Chi 1dien of rellglous oarentsa %hey aarly
unaertook to look upward and to lend a hand. The seeds of
faith ,1anted invClcughqs heart by his mother were duﬁifully
nu:tuzed by Lhe father of Matthew Arnola0 Secure in the

hlldhood faluh 1earned at thelr mothers“ kneeD @ha twai‘
boys~went up to Oxford -= %o find there that the Last Word'é'
had not been said in the matter of féith; Gibugh was to . |
'contlnue his questg seeklag for God whlle questlcnlnﬂ ﬁhe
pwonouncements of - oréanlzed ﬁheclog . Arnold was to 1edrn |

to accept -- not<ﬂ¢iure S GOd; but thur3°_ ;

1. Resolve to be tnyself and know that-he,
. Who finds himself, loses his misery? - \
-is  the conclusion of Arnold's poem,"Belf- Depenaenceo“
24 The Tlmes(London) thezazy Supplemen’tp Jan. 12 195g,pg 1 Ze
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: Do"thn Henry Newman |
The Church of England in'the early part of the
nineteemth century was in a condition in which reform was
-soﬁely needed, The fervid spirit of John Wesley amd nis
féllowers hadfke@t"the spaék of spiritual life glowing in
the heart of the Working people. The Roman,eétholié
Church, as a conseqvence of Catholic hmanelyatlon - was
~rehahllltatlﬂg ltself A group in the ahurch of &nglané i
undertook to purge their Church of its growing scepblcism .
and liberalismg resforé its discipiinea and nna%ect it |
from 1051ng its dlgnlty and authorlty bhrough goveﬁhmentv
regulatlon and control ‘ Beeawse of the 01rcumstances 01,'
'lts oxlg;p at Oxford UnlverSltyg the reform came. to be
-known as the Oxfoxid Movement It is also c&lled the fﬁ

‘Tractarian Movement because lts leaders carried on their -

pattle in Tracts for the Times, & series of pinety'pémph=_
lets, from 1833 to 1841, |
Thé movement bégan with a fambus éermon on "national'
apostasy“ preacbed at Oxfoxd by John Keble on July'l4 1853
The leadershlp was lmmedlately assumed by aohm Henry Kewman9 
the most able of the reformers &nd the-most_VLgOEous-
tractafiano Newmangsjlogical proceSses led him-ulﬁimately N
to Rbmah Cathoiicismm After a f;nal 'chuct8 mumber nlnetyg,'
had raiée& a stprﬁ égalnst him, Eewman res;gned hls'ﬁxferd

pOsition/and four yearq later jéined the Catholic Churchg-

"‘Hls suceessox as leadex of the Tractarian Movemcnt was

;Edwaxa Bouverle Pusey, who dlrecueo the refoﬁm away from _

controverszal channe7sa His followers were called vaeylteso
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‘Sd keenly_interééted:did Cléugh:become'in arguments
aboﬁﬁiT?aotarianismwrafter éoming undér the influan1§5cf‘
.'Newmaﬁ:at %he university, that he allowed himself_fo neglect
his studies, ,,After six months at Belliol, Clough edmitted
that he' liked the view's.' of the ﬁewmaﬁ followers better than
hévdid'earliero ’ ;th reverence and humlllty he recorded ln
his diary fthat Newman? 8 uerroxs as We believe them to be .
- must not make me everhiorget how Tar he 13 above me in good-
ness and piety, and wisdom, t00 -- tho’ iﬁ certain points we
with less power mayvby_ourvadvantages be nearer fheireal
truth, snd though less Wise:have’more;wisdomoﬂl‘/
o fThergrowing,infiﬁen¢e of Newmanrén Clough is evi-
»denced‘iﬁ & letter toVGell, dated Balliolg'May 8, 1838,
in which blough wrote as followsgvn"“ ) J

. osohnd it is no harm; but rather good, to

give oneself up a little to léarning Oxford people,
and admiring their good points, which lie, I suppose,
principally in all they hold in opposition to the
Bvangelical portion of society =- the benefit and

- -beauty and necessity of forms -- the wgliness of .
feelings put up unnaturally soon, and consequently
kept up by artificial means, ever strained and never
sober., I should think Wery likely, too, their anti=
Calvinistic views of Jjustification were, if not Just,
at least very useful to lead us-to the- truth. I
should be very sorry ever to Ve brought to belleve
their further views of matter acting on morals as a
charm of sacramentalism, and the succession-notion so
closely connected with it. 4ll this, and their weay of
reading and considering scripture -~ such a contrast
to the Germen fashions -- regts, I suppose, entirely
on their belief in the infallibility of the Church
down to & certain period, to which they are led by a

“strong sense of the neceSSLty of some 1nfal31ble

¥ authority untled with a feellng of the insufficiency

of the New Testament Indeed, I think a good desl of
what they saj as to thls latter p01nt is stronger

Lo Levy, gp. @it., p. 42,
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than anything I ever heard against it. Newman is now
- giving lectures on the Lystlcal Power of the Bacra-
" ments, and seems to have stated the objectionss to it
Scripturally in a very fair and candid manner. If IX
had said a quarter of this to -=--, he would have set
me down at once for a thoroughagolng convert ad
Newmenismum. But you will not be so rash; md you
remember that you asked me to wrlte about lﬁceool

Barly ln December of the same year Clough‘&galn men- -
tloned Wewman te Gell telllng of meetlng Hewnen once at a
dinnermparty and once at & small and select breakfastg
adding that'on.%he strength ef these meetings, "I must -
turn Newmanist.® Clough contlnued° | N

® Goncernlng the Hewmanltleh phanteem, as

S some people term the CGhurch, I do not know very -
much; but perhaps you may be enlightened a little,
and even softened by the knowledge that Newman’
{I believe aeclaedly in words, and certainly his

~ real notien is such) holds the sunrsmacy of the
aute kath auren eilikrines dianocia,~ but says that
submission to a divinely-appointed body of teachers
and governors, to wit, bishops and presbyters :
and deacons, is the course that is pointed out to
us by the aforesaid eilikrines dianoia; inasmuch

- as it is evident to the reasson from the circums
stances of the case, &c., that the preponderance
of probabilities is for this view, viz, that
Christian privileges and covenanted salvation
have been attached to the use of certain forms
and sacraments whose only qualified adminis-
trators are the Apostles® successors, the clergy;
‘and that these gifts and graces cannoi be obtained
except through the mediwvm of these dlv1nelysa@p01nted ,
priests, ALl persons therefore who wilfully refuse
to receive God's blessings through this channel
are guilty of very great sin, and pui out oi the
covenanted perlleges of Chrlstl¢n59eoe ‘

1. Poems and E:ose memdlnS, P T1e

2o .20c0TGing to «the light of uncorruptea bellef
9o Eoems and P;oee Remaineg p. 80,
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| Eewman”é:@ersuasive pOwéf may have had ﬁofe effect
upon him than Clough as an uﬁdérgraduate was then Williﬁg

to admit, Dean Béyleg in his Eecollections; wrote years

Jater that CIOUgh sald to hLm that “qoo ¥he grzp walch '
 NeWman seemed - te get on the con801ence Was greater and -
stronger even than that of Arnolda“l

Three stfong moral and"religiCus'infiuencesp theﬁ;
plaYé&'umonvﬁhe gioWiﬁg boya. His mother %éUght him piefy~
and goodness, and- he was obealent to her teachlng 1n thoughs.
‘and act. The 1ntenu1ty was helghtened as @r Arnold
moulded Clough into a pa531¢gate belleleanugby and'inl‘
the Browd Ghurdhmanshin of the great échoolmaster 'Thé
basi of tqese two 1nf1uences comblned the wmrﬁ:lngs of an.
lnner consclence Wlth Mdolnﬁ" good" to hls fellowmeno But
the stron,er lnflueace of John Henxj Newmcn led Clough to
@uestlon the true basl of hls own faltho Hewman's stress
- upon the duthorltj of the Qhurch hlS lnSLQLence in’ che |
'1bellef in a lelnely authorized pxlesthood tore Clough
iadrlft from.hls spiritusl ana intellectual. anchoxageo

Perhaps the stxongest element in Clou~h“s aature
Wasuhls rﬂllgloug lnstlnct He loved purlty and goodness
‘with 211 his heart, But because of the lmpact of these - :
>‘alverse rellglOUS 1nfluences he covld flnd no 1ntellecﬁval
foundatlon for a DOolthG fdith, He drlfted 1nto the Dgen

sea of doubb, sufierlng torment in his 1on 1ng to bellevee 

l n:A Levyg a@;gio ééi'o;p 'pe SOOY
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In their common seeLlng for truth C1ouga and B

Matthew Arnola were drawn closelj together, They held -

. in eommon a leve of Ox;ord of Nature, of tne;Glass;csaf;ﬁ"

of poetry and a desire for»Truth; Littlé wonder that ther
heard and heedéd & Voice from over the Western Ocean, It
Wgs a Voice heard in‘thejvaéthOliﬁudejof London Town ﬁj‘
.a‘ScotsmanJthfcalled no man master@"saVé~Goethea' Carlylé '
wrote: | | | | |

My ¥Friend! You know not what you have -
done for me there., It was long decades of years -
that I heard nothing but the infinite jangling
and Jabberlngg and inarticulate twittering and
screeching, and my soul had sunk down sorrowful,

© and said there is mo articulate spéaking any more
Cand thou art solitary emong stranger-creatures?
and lo, out of the We%t comes & clear utterance,
clearly recognigable as a man's voice, and I have:
a kinsmen and brother: God be thanked for iti
I could have wept to read that speech; the clear
. high wmelody of‘it_went,tingling through my heart.l

B Ralph Waldo Tmerson
. Emersonqs Phi Beta Rappe speech, to Whlch Carlyle was
ﬁEferringg wes delivered at Harvard on~Aggusﬁ.5l 1837,

7 The Amerlcan 5chola1 should be man thlnklﬁga‘not & mere

;thlnkerg or - worse still, the p&rrot of other men's thlnklngov
Three main 1nfluences are ﬁature9 the rast (as typified in
“Books), and Actlon, Clough and Arnold often discussed the

: o : three . et .
" philosophy of Emerson., They were kindred spirits. Sixteen

"&@‘t@, ey E:L:;i} sr?@r*wy 4 ‘Ehe: e

i

fy,Hﬁygh$0ﬂsm;leln Cem@anyg

Lo @Eﬁ“lybe:w@ax’d o R‘e;"' ax*tv <
| Poedigel D Foldyemng, Oﬁh@@??agﬁ
- Boston, 1923, pna 96<97.
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years befoxe Clough re&lﬂned hlS>TUﬁorshlp at Oriel because
- of moral scruples regarding the 51gn1ng of tne Thlrty=§1ne
Articles, EmersonAhad re31gned hlS pastorate of the
sécOnd Church of Boston (Unltarlan) Wheﬁ he'found nimself
at’ vaxlance Wlth hls aeacons upom a point of doctrine con-
oernlng the Lord“s 5Upperg For the next thirty years, 7
7 Emerson turned hls lecture desk 1nﬁo a nulplb and . preaened
rlghteousness there, '

hlgh=mlnded hlm%elf Clough attracted and was attracted
%o men of noble mien and sterling principles0 He was de-
lightéd when;hebheard in'ﬁovember 1847, that hlS Sleer had
,mét Emérson who had recently arrlved in Ln@ldna on a lecture‘
' tdﬁro‘ W?th unusual boldnessa he warmly dnvited the bage of
'Concora to visit hlm at Oxforda‘ “Your name is not & thlng
unknown ﬁo usD" Olough assured hlmo "I do ﬁo£ éay it Will
.Abe a péssoort 1n a 5001ety Ienced vound by cnurch»artcheso
.But amongst the Junlors,there are manjlthat have Eeaa.and>
stﬁdied‘your books and not & feW that have:largely'leaxnt?;
from them and would‘gladly welcéme-their autﬁéra“l
| Toward thé end of Clough's last term as an Oriel
tutor, té,his delighf Emerson aéceptéd his lohg=sﬁanding
invitation to ﬁisit Qxfbfd; Ee;wfote‘aftérWaiis, in af

letter to his friend Tom Arnold, dated July 16, 1848:

'lo . Levy» 'po @ito 4;; :pa 650



. The next topic 1is smersong whom I left
vesterday on the deck of the Halifax steamer,
and saw pass rapldly down the Mersey on his
way home,

He came to oxford Just at the end of
Lent term, and stayed three days. Hverybody
liked him, and as the orthodox mostly had
never heard of him, they did not suspeect him;
he is the quietest, plainest, unobtrusivist man
possible; will talk, but will rarely discourse
to more than a single person, and wholly de=
clines ‘roaring.’ He is very Yankee to.look
at, lank and sallow, and not qguite without the
tWang, but his looks and voice are pleasing
nevertheless, and give you the impression of v
perfect intellectual cultivation, as completely
as would any great scientific man in England --
Faraday or Owen, for instance, more in their
way perhaps bh&ﬁ in that of Wordsworth pr Car-
lyle. I have been with him a great deal;
for he came over to Paris and was there a
mon“s,ﬂp during which we dined together dallJ,
.and since that I have Seen him often in Lon-
don, and finally here, One-thing that. struck
everybody is that he is much less Emersonian’
than his Essays:. There is no dogmatism or
arbltrarlness or b@Sltlveness about hlmo

Durlng that month Logethex in Parls they saw Lhe

famous Bachel 2 about whom natanew Arnold wexed S0

1, Poems and Prose Remedns, Vols 1, p. 133,

2., Rachel (Hlisha Rachel Fellxjs French tragedlenne,

" Her father was an Alsatian Jew, naturalized in France,
and after much wandering about Burope in his irade of
peddling, established his family &at ILyons, where the
two oldest children, Sarah and Rachel, sang and begged
in the streets and in cafés to help out the family
support, About 1830 they removed to Paris and the two
~girls sang on the boulevards until discovered by Htienne
Choron, teacher in the School of Sacred Music, who
vundertook to.teach them singing. Rachel's volce was.
found to be too harsh for this, and 1w 1834 Choron
induced his friend, Saint Aulaire, to train her voice
“for the stageo On the- advice of M., Bamson she en-.
tered ﬁhe Consevat01le, where, however, her harsh
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enthusiastic, in Phédre at the'Theatre de lé;Républiquegi
- At first Ciough felt disappointed in her perfarnﬁnce,
- but he went again and again to‘see her act and to hear
her chant in.the:Marséillaise, | |

It Woula be 1nterestlng and it might be lllumlnaﬁlng
_to to consider the reasons why Matthew Arnold praised
;Racnel“s art so highly and why Clough v151ted\the the atre
time after time to see her and to hear her., But that does
‘not fall within the province of:this study . Let it be |
sufficient to pointyégt thet both'wére notd only proper
- young men, but that the cerebral éevelopment,of each Waé
far in advaﬁce of the emqtional deﬁelopmentg.,When:a rivér,j
is ﬁndbstructedg.it meanders gently from its,éource;to'
the ocean., But let it be dammedD»ahd‘the'QOWé:'%hatj

gathers behind its flood-gates caﬁ-scarcely be held in

voice and small stature seemed at first against her, In -
/1838 she Joined the company of the Théatre Francais and
made her first appearance as Camille in Corneille’s '
Horace, §£he appeared in several parts successively and
Tinally repeated in September her performance of Camille,
‘and was seen and & plavded by the powerful critis of the
Debats, Jules Janin, and her position established, After
apoearlng in other parts in the French classic drame with
increasing success, she visited England in 1841 and again
in 1842, repeatin5 her trivmphs there, Hexr great reputa-=
tion was made in five or six roles of the ancient cla831c
drama of France, of these Phédre belnb accounted her
greatest,. Bhe excelled especially in the impersonation
of evil passion, Both her voice, which through careful
training had been changed from its former harshness to
remarkable flexibility and melsdlousneqsg and her re-
- strained mejestic acting, resulted in a rendition of ner
parts wh;ch was as perfect as it was thrilling.
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check, Arnold and Clough received their emotional
catharsis viCariously;\‘, | _

On thaﬁAfifteenth of Julygrﬁheh Clough was bidding,
ZEmerson good-by, hé sadly remarked: “Think where we are,
Carlyle nes led us all;éuﬁ into the desert, and he has
left us tﬁeieo“ Emerson gravelyrpléced his hand ﬁpon
Clough“s head and declarea 1mportantly° w1 consecrate
you Blshop of %ll England It shall be your part to go
7up and down “through theAdesert.to find out these Wmnderers‘
 and to léad them into the promised land,td | -
| | This story is often qdétéd to show Emerson’s garly
' appréciation”of Gloﬁéhﬁs qualitiGS'of leadershipo But it
was enother @romise unfﬁlfilledo' Eﬁerson gaﬁged correctly
' jC1ough§s iateht4ébiii£y, bvt'he did. not reckon .on thaf

.51de of CTOugh?s nature that h631tated to act. vntll all
fknowledge should e’ discovered, .

Five months latexs upon feeding The Bothie of Tdner;~

‘ne-yuoclich, Glough"s flrst published poem, Emvxson re-
1marked, "This genius of Glough0 How excelWent “yed how_
Aslow to show ltsngo Pe oave no hint of all thls to me,
Vand I leaLnea to esteem him for reticent sense, for

solldarlty and tenacltyp after he had given proof of hlb

1., Bdward fverelt Hzle, Jemes kussell Towell and His
Friends, Houghton MLff11n Companya Cambridge , Massoa
1899 Po 136, : oo
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'apprehen81veness and of hlS thorough Oxford culture,

'Whlch was manlfebt enough An Oxonlan is a klnd of noblew"k'

 -man3 of coursee_ Then he had that lnterest in. l;fe and
in reallﬁlesg in ﬁhe staﬁe of Woman and the qaesﬁLenS S0’ ;ﬁ
rlfe in Parls through Gommunlsm9 that tnrough the old
Qloose and easy conventlons of ﬁhat 01ty for travellers

. he talked so cen31derately of the gr@sette estate %hat

I found hlm tne best pléce de rés;stancen and teugh ;
_ ;adherence, that one . eoula de51réo“l | o
" As one of the results of thls frlendsh1p5 Glough_?"'
“.Wrote to Emerson four years later to learn 1f in ihe
, latter“s Judgment there was a chance of earnlng
‘fi;llv1ng “anywhere between the Atlanﬁlc and the Mlﬁalss=j
 21pp1 by teachlng Latlﬂ, Greek or mngl;sh “2 -

Hedr the ead of Jvly, Clough recelved a 1eﬁter“

L from,Emerson strongly urglng hlm to come to Amer;cao

Clough left L;verpool by steamer on October 50” ¢8029 .

Tand arrlved 1n Boston harbor at sunseb on Fr1d¢ya

fp; ﬁovember 12 follow ng an @vernlght stop at Hallzax,{

a'Nova 3(}0%1&e f"
| Clough ald not remaln long in Bostons but wenc

klmmedlately to &merson at Concordo v

: los Levy, @Do Gltop pp° 76 77 ' ' ;
2, Lowry, Homard Toster and Rusk Ralph Leslie,. Emarsonm~
" Clough Letters, The Rowfaut Club Cleveland Ohlos 1954,
i Letter lO, of June 17 1852 ,
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Emerson 8 frlendshlp opened many doors 60 Ck:ugh

‘§;1n Boston Camgrldge” and Conoordo ﬁurlng the e;ght

n ».montbs the Engl;sh poet remalned in thls countrj9 he o

Was eatertalned by Lowell3_Longf6110W5 the TchHOEQ, andf
. D :

 the Nortonse But the 1ong1ng to be home 1n nngl&mdg the’~“

- deSLre to marry ana to settle down and ralse a famllya

a rheumatlc allment aggraVﬂted by the<New England ¢cli=

“”; mate, all consplred to send hlm.back home to Engkﬂﬁov:,

"'Added to thls was an offer for steady emnloyment in the

“\_&du@atlon foloe in Londoﬂ whlch Would aooelerate hls

ﬂyproposed marrlage@ But whlle Bmerson s phllosophy may
'have steadled Clough and mlght possxbly nave glvemlﬁhe
| Brlton a, sense ef the consclousness of belng noi alone '
in blu groplng:a;ter the llght 1t mas not of a klnd
‘ to help Glough come to a flnal and deflnlte d301q1on 1n
:I’,el%-‘glon@' L , | | g
o my
A passzonate 1onglng after nobler thlngs wes _
 :1nculcated in Clough by hls mothera who held hlm to _S -
: her Slde and kpp% hlm away from the rough tuﬁsllng
‘of other boysq_ He was conSCLentlous to a fault and

»,fermed the hablt of Welghlng hls acﬁ;ons and thoughts-‘

in the light of ccnscmnce° ThlS feellng was strengthmvf.:;,Vv

ened by the Rugby lnfluence of Dr Arnold whose hlgh '

: 'standards of scholar%hmp and morallty dld much for the
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‘r_‘general 1mprovement of the publle schools of Englande
- Eewman exerted a moral mfluencea too, perhags

"tstronger than Arnolagse' But thls latter lnfluence

*”‘gstressed the sacerdotal theory of rellgiong ﬁhe authorlsyfff:':t“

"»f]of the Church as the only crlterlen of truuho_ Clough

1 cou1d not‘accept thecnurch*s-flat0 But. he recognlzea,e .
'the noble -ang, uprlghﬁ nature of hlsvnew 'teachers 118= ;f
'ﬁenlng to Fewman”s sermons the whlle trylng to brlng hlsz
-mlnd to accept But he was. unable to make flnal de@

~’ClSlonS unt;l all the ev1dence was ln° ; |

Maﬁthew Arnold trled ~and ln a measure suceeeded

’ ‘f“ln rou31ng Glough from hig despazr and doubto. Bu%

- ) Ma’cthews blmself was not standlng upon o0 Secure a.

founuatlon@, Arnold got rellef from despalr by gettlng ‘??;Au

””"1ﬁ off hls chest S by mak1ng known hlS desPalr and

S0 rellev1ng hlS nerve centers of an unprofltablee
'sort of emotlon0 Glough9 Who hae been ﬁaught by his

"mother' by Bro-Thomas Arnold ,ana by;John Henry Hewe"'e o

o man that desnalr wss vnmanly8 set out'fo siﬁg'fhaﬁ'

‘God 1f not 1ndeed ;n Hls heaveno was nonetheless

somewhere abou‘t° But the song was stralned a blt to

G matoh- the melodyo,_

Emerson and Clough Were mutually attraeted 'WI

more and more recognlze hlS superlorlty to éserybody._.5'



I have seen»"l Wrote Clough Whlle in the Un;ted
Stateeo Thls Was hlgh trlbute by a man Who bad known N
 .:$2°’A£no1d and Newman, .Wllllam George Ward ‘Thoreaus
'&'Tennyson, A, P, Stanley, Herbert bpencer Carljle -
 to meﬂtlon only a few of those Wlth whom Clough was
',»more cr less acqualnted W
‘ Glough\dellberately chose for his frlende only
those men of the hlbhest 1deals6 He sensedeinaoﬁhe:s V
the qualltles e admlred It is likely that hédéhe “
- poseessed more of tbe surety of Emersong he mlgnt 1nae,jf
‘deed have led perplexed yovng men out of the desert and

g elnto the Promlsed Lcnd,

1. Poems ond PTOSS Rema;nSJ<Volc ;°bp°AéQ7§i

25 .



. CHAPTER II .

- HIS THOUGHT AS REVEALED IN HIS VRITING



His Thought as Revealed in His Writing

Clough made his earliest appearance as a. poet in the-

- Rugby Mageazine. Thls was in 1836, Twelve years 1ater he

‘brought out his flrst volumes 0f verse, iniﬂowemberg 18@83l

after his res;gnatlon from Oriel, he published?ﬁhe Bothie
@f ToberanaaVuollcho This Was followe&*fwd moﬁths'iaﬁer

~by*§mh@3yg;;a, a colleotlon of twenty= nlne Of hlS lyrics

published jointly with t1B988of a former Rugby school
friend, Thomas Burbldveo | - o

Gne way to Judve the choracteTlstlcs of a man is
"~ through h15~workw‘ The lvrlc and 1dylllc gide usvally
'appearbin hls poetryo- The=lntellectual side characteris-
 ﬁ1cally emerges in formal prosea Aﬁd his_letters résent
a more personal plc%uxeo Clough“s poetry and hlb letters
;iform a con51derdble part. of hls wrltlngso HlS<pro§e is

scanty, bUb thoughtful

‘A, DORTRY
l° Early Foems
Blank m1501v1ngs grip the soul of this youth of

o twenty=two as Clough in 1843, wtters his d&gpalrlng_cryo

Tt s the fzfth St&ﬂéd of the equy poem entitled, “BiankAf‘.

Mlsglvlngs of a Creature MDVlng about in Worlds not
Realized.®

How often sit I, poring o'er

My strenge, distorted youth, ‘
Beeking in vein, in all my store,
One feeling based on truth;
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'Amld the mewe of petty life = -
A clue whereby to move,; | B
A spot whereon in +toll and strlie
To dare to rest end love., =~ 7 .
So constant as my heart woula be,
8o fickle as it must,

- "Twere well for. others as for me
“Twere dry as- summer dust. . :
Excitements come,- and act and’ 5peeoh
Flow: freely forth =~ but no, ,
‘Nor they, nor ought ‘beside. can redch o
The bvxled Worla below° ER ‘

The stals aboveg to other men an 1nsplratlon amd;é R

’”éffdellght reveallng to them in the music of - tke b@hexes"*é“fh'

f hlgh yurposes to be fulfllled 1n the strengbh of the llVlng

l'q’fGod Who holds the heavens in Hls handsg seemed to Clough

qiéi}but to reproaeh hls feeble hSSltaﬂCy and hls follure to

= keep past promlses¢ ,Fear comes Wlth llghtc Clough feels

Ana need to creep w1thln the folds o; aarkness - to be

hldden from the penetrdtlng llght Here are other 11nes ;“"

zifrfrom.“Bldnk Ml%glVlngS Vzi~ '

' | o klnd protectlng Darkness“ a8 a child

. Flies back to bury in its motherfs Xap’
His shame and his confusion,.so to thee, o
0 Mother Might, come I! within the foldg ~ ..

' Of thy aark robe hlde thou me - close, 0092

Whlle Olough wa& at the unwver31ty, there were many

".Q ‘able men - Who sald ﬁhat the wnole of llfe, iegdrulng theka

f Soul Wcs~but a reflectlon of the nhy31olog1@a7 processes
'"of blood and nerVQ and Slnewoi Therefore falths J,mavl,natlon27

prayera and poetry are buﬁ %he Valn mlrage of a materlallstlc_

g,;1°> Arthur PUgh Clough Poems;igﬁndénj;Macmilian andfCQmpanyg
1879, pe 10, P LR T TR
20 - Ib.ldc»a ppo ll'=12¢, -
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world, &haﬁ if thls were true? And yet he knew nothlng

by wh;ch to refute lco But if lt were true, thenikmwv

oruel the godb who thus deluded menkind! This thought is

contained in "There Are More Thihgs'ih HeaVen;émd Bertht,
also called "Wen Gott Betrﬁgt?.lst fiohl Betrogen".(Whom:
Gdd‘ﬁelades Is well Deluded}, undated as to éompmsitionaj
f&%waii@ﬁﬁy“. ! 7 | F |

" Is it true, ye gods, who treat us
As the gembling fool is treated;
o (] & Q Q - <3 o Q & o S [+3
Is it true, ye gods who cheat us?
énd that®*s the way ye treat us %

: Oh S8y 1t &ll who think th
Look strdlgn@&and never: blink it.!
If it e so, let it be so0,-
And we will all agree so; - -
But the plot has counterplot
It may be, and yet be not.l

“Written in 18396 “Rev;val“ indicated that e young.
pbet'was seeking to recapture the‘song which theolegy and
phildéoﬁhy had made elusive: | |

| ' | - 5o I went ﬁfongg NP

' Once again
My heart is hot Wlthln me,and me seemed
I too had in my bVody breath to wind

The magic horn of song; I too possessed
Up-welling in my being's depth a fount
0f the true poet-nectar whence to fill-
The: golden urns of verse.

1. 1Ibid., PP, 54=5b0
2o Ibld po 50
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quughfsrbattie during these early years seems to
have been between common sense and open=mindedness on the:‘ ,
one'handiandg on the other, adherence toseme sebt of :
pr1n01ple36@¥ise@ and mglntalned by dellbgwate act of the
_ WlTl _ Hlb emotlons and his imagination went ot to Oxford
[:and to Oxfoxd“s traaltlonal WaYS o Eut,hisvhoﬁest<a1d permf:'
1stent'mind pulled him.steadlly toward common-=sense and ;
opénamindednessa He very definitely associatedﬂaction with
'théraCCeptange'of,one'or the other éf two séts of princiyles:
‘ ﬁewman“s‘6f Arnold®s, Qmen;mindedneSS, on tﬁé otﬁer hand, |
meant to hlm a sort of patlent waiting for a revelation,
‘ becauoe che revelatlon never came, conduct to Glough was:

almost entlrely a matter of expr3551ng oplnlonso

" Before Glough could begiim himiimpodtantswowk, he must
ﬁave'séttledfoﬁinionso He eould,havé fhese by smeit*ing 
‘*hié"judgmentlto nis wili ~1n*wewmaﬁfsffashiong» But. 0 place
w;ll above judgment was a step he was temgeramentale ine--
capable pf teking. Will was Clough?s human self, To
accept and rejéct_opinions by act'bf will was>t§<xammi§#
the deadly sin of ?ri&é@: | o ‘v
It is this pride Clough is crying out sgainst in
'“The Higher Courmge“v an early poem Qbscure in thought
and crude in expreb51ong but bearlng the s;gns of the
bettle between faith and doubt: |
| | ' Come back again, mybolden heart? =<

An, fickle spirit end untrue,

1 bade the only guide depart .
‘fs?hoso Idlthfulness I surely knew;
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Come back again, old heart! Ah mel
Methinks in those thy coward fears
There might, perchance, a courage be,
© That fails in these the manlier years;
Courage to let the courage sink,
Itself a coward base to think,
Rather than not for hesWenly llght
Wait on to show the truly right.t

§

The higher courage, accofding to the implications
of this sevéq;stanza poem written in 1840, is to re-

main rudderless amdng,shifting currents, to appear to

~other men %0 be indecisive and lacklng in convictions,.

The side of Clough“ ngture wh10h8 even in this time
of doubt and h651tat;on9.thirsted for action, finds ex-
nre%sxon Ln_“A Golden Kby on the ’Ponguemd Here for the
-rflrst time he longs for the turmoil of the worlaa lor
hﬁman relationships;~for work, for excitement., Life is
. to be wasted not on poesy, nor revery, unor on "gsome vain
mété;ﬁ"Thé doncluding~;ines é£ this poem are}

Héaven gaideg the cup be not, as chance may be,
-To some vain mate given up as soon as tasted?
No, nor on thee be wasted,
. Thow trifler, Poesyl . :
"Heeven grant the manlier heart, that tlmely, ere
- Youth fly, with life's real ﬁempest would be coulng,
The fruit of dreamy hoping
- Is, weking, blank despair.®
In his early’ poetryg Claubh s@uvht in vain ?QI “ome
'-reellng based on truth " He had been at Qxfora fbor yearss
llVlﬂgg as he said, amld the moze of petty llfe° Because
he can flnd no assurance that twuth w1ll be his, he 1nv1@es

‘the folds of darkness to s1elter himi "0 Mother Night.

within the folds Of thy dark robe hide thou me close...."

lov I’bigﬂo 5 ppo 5‘350
26 Ibidop ppo l6=l$‘?°



If llfe is only atoms ana molecules 1n motlmﬁ; lf
'Goa has deluded man , then man could have been dehjded by
,ﬁqrgreater forcg? Bﬁt $amehow Glough bellevesy'there is .
morelﬁo"it the thatdeOr‘ié there? "It mey be, ad yet
be not u Raxe lyrlc qualluy appeaxs When Clougn strlves rr
to recaoture hls songv ?QO,I too haa 1n my boay bleath
7'to wind The maglc horn of songoooa lount of the true

: poet nectar Whence ﬁo~fllb the golaen urns of verseo“r
:But here is dlollluolon herea akln to the dlslllus;onment
felt 1n “The Flgher Courage“ when Glough seeks tme re=' ‘
turn of his olden neaxt ' But there moy be some good 1n
belng up and dOLngg because “The frult of dreamy hOQlﬂg
_Is@ w¢k1né, blank despalro“ But Glough does not get up to

: cito,7 because he is waltlng for fuxther ev1dencec__

20* AmbsrvaTié >

. Two subdects occvpy Clough in- AmbaIValla» ‘& volume

pﬁbllshed 1n company w1th ﬂlS old Rugby frlend tbe Reverend-'
.ihomas Burblage8 in. 1849 These svbdects are Imty and GOdc .
| Three of Clough“s rellglouo paems 1n this volume assert '
S a slmllar ldea'of God., ;All rlng Wlth 1ntenselfeeg1ng and
’wiﬁh;salemn Sinéerity;waceordiﬁﬁ to this view, God is as
a.é@iiit liviﬁg dlthln a human splrlt | S

In the LlrSt of thesc poems, “The New 5lndl“9 Clough
orles out hlS scorn that man w1shes to see hls god in
flrst thls and then that person or thlng in the marld of

phenomena° ﬁaﬂ s need now 15 to regect all the long 11ne .



33

‘ 0; man=cre&ted 1mgges oi God . Garlyle would have a néew. o

'and better 1mage created Clovgh wants to termlnate ﬁheifff"'-

.1mage mqklng Qrocessalf
;Glough-asber 5 hl falth 1n th1% poeilo, it is not  ‘.
& Sure'faith 1ndeed “out falth hldden as yet in thlck ff‘%

 ’jjblacknessD Undlscernable by mang_ It lS a. falth ﬁhat

:‘;dffshall snlne forth in moxe blessed daJs glVlng to man 'f;f_3.‘;-'

 *vthe Joy8 tne 1nsg11atlang the hth Shlnlng Dvrpose w1thout
:whlch human 11fe ls a bltter tragero o
Clough Iemembers how» 1n olden aaysaigoses Was’hédde@
Cdn” the dalk gloom of Slnal ana che neonle maae themselves%(”
"  a-volden calf he remembersa toog that God mas glVlﬂg -
'-Mosesg the whlle9 revelatloa of a 1oft1erg purer falth
'!jthdn the WOllQ haa befoxu kﬁown¢4 Is cheze even now no *  :
i-God ben1na the thlck vell of clcud? Is thele no God who  ifif
,ls communlcatlng to chosen soul% ﬁhe falth ﬁhat is to be?;,i)
| | YOU cannot ﬁﬁOw, you canﬂot see Clough afﬁ;rms 1ni

Tjth;s poemo But you are to regect these prlestly doctrlnes,‘

;that are thrubt unon youc Do not JOln the clamor around
the golden Calf ﬁalt UntLT the llght at last she 11l -
'buxst from the movntﬁln peak of Slnal - When the word
'that ln to be flnas proclamatlon 1n the soul of mano.
Fx@erots cdnnot do Justlce to thls poem 8 thovghuo A';
few 1;&@5 nay . 1nalcate its subweet ;vaese are from the
| f;n§i st$nzaz‘ ‘;j.f ol -
Sl Devout ’ihdéed% “that’ prlestlJ cxeed
-0 Man» reject as sin;
The clouaed nill attend thou still,

And him that went thereln0
He yet shall brlng some woxthj thlno



. . . ' Ag)é ’
Tor. walclng souls to see: '

Some sacred word that he hath hédrd‘”
“Their l;ght and life shall be; _—

e - e o o 0 ot o o ° e e o " o

The second of tnese three outstandlng rellﬁlous poems -

1n Ambarvall L 1s “Qu1 Laborat Orat u. Althovgh famth is

hard to come byg surely 1f there is & God atop mount %7n813v '

. He must also be in the breasts of men dwelllng on the Dlawnvxf

S below3 could me but read thelr own secret souls0 rerhapS‘
the trouble comes from trylng to drag the’ hloden Delty from 
hls shrlne Wlthln the lnmost 501r1t of mana to deflneg-
descrlbea and»name; And word 01 the: tongue or thought of
the mlnd ig 1aade@@ate to shape Him as He reallj ise

| And 80 ClOUéh renounces any attempt to thlnk God out
- He is even w1111nr to forego 811 conscious feeling that Fe ‘
- is there 1f onTy God w1ll 31leﬂtly remain . Wlthln the
xsanctuaryo “‘ A | o
| One sﬁanza from the thlrd o: Lhe rellglous poemsg
y‘tltled “Humnos Ammnos“ (%onﬂ of ongs)8 adds anoﬁ;er deft
.stroke to tne canvas palnts 6f the unknown and perhaps
Aunknowable God: . ‘ |
0 Thou, in that mysterious shrine
Hnthroned, as I must say, divinefi -
- I will not frame one thought of what.
Thou mayest eilther be or not.
I will not prate of *thus® and ‘so?,
And e pxofane with *yes® and "no?,

Tnough that in our soul and heart
ihoua whatsoe'er thou mey’'st bea art. ?

lo ~Ibid., P HO
C R Ib;do, Do 5&_'
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» 5 Dlpsychuu‘ﬁ R
- Cloush strove to 901nt out 1n Dlgszch usg the bdtﬁle
: between good and evil, beﬁween falth and doubt Elpsyoauég
‘& men of_two souls, is 1ntxospect1veap1ntellectuw1 ee
XSérved-'and7sehéit1veo Qf a pa851ve temperament he wouldif
rather Hamlet llke» phllesonhlze than acto_ He is conm':
trasted Wlth the Spirit, whom he calls “thou cursed splrlt“

’ “Meph1stophe1es“ ‘“thls fllthy Bellal“ and "The TOWer of

V'f"thls WOrld? hateful vnto Godu.*

“Like Clough hlmself Dlpsychus lS con501ous of ta

| 'ff'ublngs of the snlrlt yet havﬂted always by doubts of the:

’-truth or vorth of the hlgher and nobler oromp&lngsoV
eraxnlngs of thevYouLh“s better part for eman01patlon

'1rom,the;degraalng,;nfluence_of the “"cursed spirith are

~ =6@UIeSued byo

““;-O moon and stﬂrsg forglve” and th008 clear heaveng l{

‘Look pureness back 1nto meq O, great Goa“ S
 _JWhy>d1d I ever one brlef moment*s space © - '

‘But pailey wzth thls fllthy Bellalg&

But tae tempter an5wers to 1n&ulre it hes ﬁﬁth his'

. talents and hls Wealth wlll throw hlmself avay 1n

| f&fp;etles whleh the: world w111 call weak efiemmacy0 The fi”"
f°!splrlt-sayszv; o

: ' ‘ < Come , chem,.
Ana w1th mJ 81d g0 - 1nto good society. ‘
. Life .little loves, *tig true, this peevish pleﬁj,'ﬁ
. 'E'en-they with whom.it thinks to be securest --
 Your-most religious; delicatest, -purest -
Discérn, and .show as ‘pious people can -
Thelr Ieellng thdt you are ‘not qvlﬁe a man.2 -

fi,?l; 1b1009 e 74
2. IOldoa P T8
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Who are the plous people? Hot the strong men° Yot

the men of the world

But country folks who llve peneath
The shadow of the steeple; =
The parson and the parson’s wife,
- And mostly marrled peoole,
Youths green and happy in first love,
8o thankful for illusion;
And men cavght out in what the world
Qalls guilﬁg ;n first confusion;
And almost every one when age,
Disease, or sorrows strike him,
Inclines to think there is a_ God,
Or something wery like Him.l
Frank‘and»honest«pérplexity marks Clough's early
. poems. He. deszres a constant hedrﬁ but finds it must be
fickle, For a little space he despalrs of finding the
truth he seeks. And 1n‘th;s despa;r-he~would‘return to
oblivioh; to wrep the draperies of his couch about him,
and calls‘on Motheryﬁight to hlde hlmo BUL thls feellag
. does not remain overlong. He ghrugs his shoulders, says
‘if the gods are deceltful so be it. He seeks to recapture
the gift of song "to fill the golden urns of verse.'?® He
cbntempla‘i:esvaotion° But he does not act because he does
not have sure knoWledvé;_
Duty .and God occupy the thohgbﬁ of Clough in Am-

barvelia, his second DUbllSheO volume, (The first pub-

lished work, The Bothie of Tober-pa-Yuolich, was a

“ l‘u‘ Ibldop po 8Jo
2, Bu ra, p: 29,
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,pleaBlng nastoral deallag with incidents happenlng to a.
group of OAfOTd students on a vacatlon party in the ngha
1ands of Scotland ) Three xebresentatlve poems were chosen

from- Ambaxvalla° HThe Eew Slnal"a-regect priestly doetrines;

"Qui Laboxatp‘Oratﬁ evaEep God within the sanctuary;

"Song of Songs® == if God is within .the héart;»what matter

what God is? _ o ‘ |
»,It may be that_bigsgéhus represents Cibggﬁﬂs inmost.

heart., When We-read-i‘{:JJ we are fﬁxed,Withgﬁhé'%hogght |

that perhé@sAbelieying makes sublim$ thCught$itrue;In any . -

event, bglieviﬁg'ennobles man and sustains him with hope,

. BROSE ‘L tieas

‘ The-published prose of Gloggh is notjrdl@minduso
‘But’the.writihg, séméﬂfrom lectures or for reviews, was
thdughtfﬁlly done., -Ten prose items were coilected'by,_
Clough's widow for publication in a volume with his
letters. A sebond.volume of thé ﬁork contains the poetry‘
he wrote, ‘ | : | |
His leCture’ﬁGn the Poetry bf WOrasWOrth" éon%ains
'the much-quoted criticisms “oooﬁe ig apt to %ind up his
short pieces with reflections upon the way in whichg
hereafterj'hé expé¢té ﬁo refléct'ubon hiS»@rESeht reg

1 Cl ‘ _ L
flections....® YA Passage upon Oxford Studies" was

printed in the North American Review of April, 1853,

1, Poems and Prose Remains, Vol.. 1, p. 319
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A "Ledture on the Development of English Literature from

Chavcer to Wordsworth" was @eliveréd in 1852. The XNorth

- American Review published in July, 1853,Clough’s review

"of some poems by Alexander Smith and Natthew‘ﬁrnold

‘ Tmo of the prooe 1tems are -of especlal interest be=
cause of the llght they throw uoon the thought of Clough :
~in his mature; years. These are fl:sta the review of
Francis William Newmanﬂs "The Soul'; second, "Notes onfthe-
Religidus Traditionq“ ”
| | 1, Review df'mfo Eewﬁanés “Th%,Soﬁiv“

Cléugh“s own words, in his review of Francis William
NeWman?s "Phe Soul;-its Sorrdws aniAsPiratibnéD“ indicate
his tendéﬁcy toward ééepticismo The review SWas wrltten ln |
1849, thc year Clough became head of Unlvers1ty Hall,
Lonaongk Newman WGS xetlrlng heci _

Some of_Clough“§ observatloqs on thisloccasionvfollOWg

oooOn two points at least, and one of them is

. the fundamental proposition of this book, lir. Newman
mey hope for ample sympathy. In the name of more

. than one individual we beg to tender him ours, Most
‘grateful must many souls be for the serious and re=
ligious expression which here is given them of the
conv;ctlona that not in dictionaries and chronicles,
nor yet in traditions and articles, is our rel igion.
to be sought: our faith must not rest onm historical
facts, however strongly attested, not on theelogi-
cal articles, however ancient and wvenerable, not :
on any written semper, ubigue, ab omnibus, but on
the instinects of the spiritual sense, on the demanas
of the spiritual nature, Our gospel must not be
after man, neither received of man, nor taught:

the abiding revelation is written, not on hard
tebles of Stone, legal, historic, or dogmatic, but
on the fleshy tablets of the human heart and con-

" sclence, The Kingdom of God is within us, '
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This is Mr. Newmen'‘'s fundamental doetrine,
his first and great commendment, & gnothi seauton
which descends from heaven -- Belleve thine own
Souloaoo ’

Believe thine own soul, ThlS flrst and

- great commendment we welcome, But the details

- of the second, which is like unto it, and all the
~intricacies of the law and prophets that hang
thereon, we confess ourselves hardly prepared to

~investigate., - How far and in what precise sense
the freedom of will, the personal existence of
God, &c, &c, are discoverable in -the human soul
as intuitive principles, axioms of spiwitual
theory, and postulates of conscience, essential
for selution of all future human theorems and
problems, is a matter perhaps beyond the limits
0of the reviewer's province We presuvme neither
“to doubt pmor to dogmatlze¢3 .

And agein, Clough continues: N . :
« o6t there be priests, if you please, to
preserve the known, and let them, as is their
office, megnify their office, &nd say, It is all,
But there . shall also be priests to vindicate the
unknown; nor shall, 1t _be counted brpsumotlon ln

them to- malnﬁalnﬂ == 1t ig not all

"The selections from thls review 1nalcate the rell-‘
giousvnhllosophj of Clough0 aTSo they DOlnt out the ten~
dengjfggf;rltics to hold up for 1naoectlon taoae ‘ideas |
which:coincide‘with(thelr oW o Clough and Eewﬁmnare one
in ﬁheﬁ?assértion that religion must not rest<§pon
Wdlctlemﬂﬂﬁ& and chronlcles“, nor‘"traditionsvand értia
‘cles“g but on "the 1nst1ncﬁs of the- Splrltual senge“ on

"Ehe demanés ofrthe sp;:ltual nature®,

1. Ibid., pp. 295-6,
2. 1Ibid., p. 302
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| 2o Eotes on the hellglous Txaaltloq‘ |
In one of hlS unpubllshed manuscr;ots8 oalled "Botes E
: on the’ RellgIOUS iraaltlona“ Glough further endeaVOrq to
-Clarlfy his reTlglous and . ethlgal thlnklngn Pe de@lares
‘that »although he bas not seen. Goa that is no proof
. there may not be,a:sugreme~belngo But he»qqntlnues With.l,ﬂ
. the thoﬁght that, fhé comfort Which ﬁaj Ee:géinédvby
teking refuge in the infallibility of the church at Rome,
thcflégehds of the saints, éndithe tales'of7m0dérn miiadlés
:may not Justify him in lgnorlng doubts presenﬁed by |
so;ence and by hlstoryo

‘His conclu51on in this iﬁStance iss

seool do velieve. th¢u9 stxlve as I ulll I
am restricted, and grasp_ as I may, I can nevez
_hold the complete truth, L. cem £
’( Although Clough dld not leave a con31derable volume L
of prose Wfltlng, that which he dla leﬁve is 1adlcat1ve
of his stand on moral and xellﬂlous m&tterso. This stand
proclalms no dogmatlc theology;whateverov It does axflrm
the love of man; the dignity of-ﬁhé squl; and ﬁhe worth .
of the innermost thoughts of Mano | |
C, QETTER% 4
It was part of Clough?s 1ntellectva1 honesty that hlS

19'"Ibid°; Do 425;
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Teoters to his fr1ends were frank to-the point of sharlng
V.Wlth h1° corLGSpondents his 1nmost soul, his private
thoughtsg h;s groping ana;searchlng for the llgth
' To J. N, Simkinson, 2 Rugby schoolmete who went on
to Trinity College} Gambridgearand was afterwards an
égsistant master at Harrow, Clough wrote, in a letter
- dated AugustVEVQ 184017
v That I have been a good deal unsebtled -
- din mind at times at Oxford, and that I have
done & .number of foolish. thlngs -is true
enougho oo o+ 7
To his sister ‘é:rme,J he wrote, afierAfeiling fo ob tain
a flrst class in thc sch00189 in a lecter aated June 6,
1841 ' |
oaoﬂelcher must s jou shlnk that it lS~”
about my class that I have oeen botherea
durlng the lest yearooe°2  -
-'-That hls rellglous strugvle obsessed Glough nearly to
the p01nt of geutlng aweay from it all at least for a
time, may be seen in hls 1etber of QOctober 8 1843, to
P Gellp a ﬁvgby boy who went to Trlnlty and later
'tauﬂht in Tasmanl '

I do not think I am,paztlcularly TQCllﬂed
to become a ?useylteg5 though it is very likely
ny Fuseyite pos1clon may prevent my becoming
anything else; and 1 am ruminating, in the hope

. of escaping these terrible. alternatlves8 a
>pr60191t 1be. fllght fw*om():m’:’mcolc,Mo‘s

1. Ibidoa p; 86,
2, Ibids, Po 87.

3'& S’U,Ql'aa po lOo . : y S
N Poems and Prose Rem&;msa Vol I p. 89,




_: 3o.this same'friend on July 109 1844 Glough Wrotev'

- L belleve mj last letter Was wrltten.at .
> the end of last long- vacatlon0 I remeﬂmer I was e
- at that time in doubt about signing the Articles;
I did, however, sign them, though reluctantly '
,~1enough and I am not quite " sure Whether or. not
in a Justlfldble senseeacol

»;Four months 1ater Clougb sought to 1ustlfy hls SLgnlng
of the Artlcles 1n long leuter to Nr Gello‘ Pertlnent
to the n01nt axe these worasa wrltten at 0r161 on November zb°x

-QOQMy own JUStlIlCatlon to. myself for‘A .
~doing as I em doing ‘is, I fear, one which would
be as- 11tt1e approved of by Jou as my- ObJectlonS
ooVon the other nond “However,; it is 51mply that. ROELL L
"I can féel ‘faith in what 18 being carried on by e
L my generatlonﬂ'ana that, . ' content to be an
. operative ==[o°e But'this® almost cuts. me oub -
~_»from having ‘eny - ‘religion ‘whatever; if I begin
to think about God, there arise & thousand gues~
. tions, and whetlier the #thiirty-nine Articles Lai
answer them“at’ &ll, or whether I should not anawer
~ them in the most dlametrloally opnoqzue purport '
~ds a matter ‘of .great doubtses o R
 .Without in the least denying ChrlsLlanlty,:AJ'
I'feel little that I can call its power,...Some-
times I have doubts whether it won't turn out %o.'
“be no Chrlqtlanlty at all, 2

/x'fIt Was not untll December 1848 four years afteriif
the wrltlng of tne lettex quoted above, that Clough "m
spoke out about hls creed - of é;sort That 1t is & N
moral creed there can n0w be no qUGSﬁl@no‘ But that 1t
ffwas ortnodox for Vlctor1an @ngland is’ a uatter of conu:“;
Jecture° He was wzltlng to hlS 81qter9 Annes a month |

after he had glven up hlS fellowshlp at Oxford*'

' '1;,‘1b1d°a R
2. Ibid.. ®. 94qoﬁ,
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It is far nobler to teach people to do

what is good because it is good simply, than

for the sake of any future reward, It is, I

dare say, difficult fo keep up an equal reli-

- gious feeling at presenoa but it is not im-

posgible, and it is necessary.  Besides, if we

die and come -to nothing it does not thereforsd

follow that life and goodness shall cease to

be in earth and heaven.... Therefs a creed

which will suffice for the present.”

on January 4, 1849, Clough addressed a letter to
the authoritiee,of University Hall, Zondon;ffollowing &is
appointment as head after resigning his Fellowship and
Tutorship at Oriel., 'In this letter ne requested to be
relieved of any publie:appearahce at pfayeéeg but he
,would be pleased to attend es a privaﬁe'persono He made
this request with the explanation that he had sentiments,
if not convictions, on this subject. _

After three quiet years, during which he'had met:
Blanche Smiﬁh -who was to become his wife, and after he
had re81gned from the headsnln at Unlver51ty Hall because
of the drudgery of life there, but before- his departure
for America, Clough again revealed a bit of his credo,
this time to his old friend Thomas Arnold, Matthew'®s »
brother. The letter is dated January, 1852:

I certainly am free to tell you that

while I do fully think that the Christian re-

ligion. is the best, or perhaps the only really

good religion that heas appeared, on the other
hand, as to how it appeared, I see all possible
doubt. Whether Matthew, nark Tuwke, and John

wrote the gospels, is profoundlj dubious. 8t.
Paul Wrote his epistles, I should think, pretty

T, 1bid., p. 136,
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-feertalnlyg but he had seen next %o nothlngeoea

The whole origin of Christianity is lost in
obscurity: of the facts are to be believed, 1t

"~ is simply on‘:trust; because the religien_of ‘ ‘
- which they profess to be the origin is a good

one, But its goodness is not proved by them;
we find it out for ourselves.,.. Such is my

’;present feeling.... put I don't urge it .on - 1

any one, except when I am sp801ally askedoooo

'3Clough had met Blanche mmlﬁh ln the summer of 1851;

Thelr correspondence Was 1nterm1ttent untll the followafr"

_1Qg Janvdry, when Clough for a tlme penned on the

ﬂ_averaoe a letter a week until ﬁhelr engagement was

'*‘announced before the poet salled for Amerlea ;n Octobers

,:1852-

Much of the . content of Clough's letters to hls

‘future Wlfe relatee hls hoges and. fears of boyhood,

' h1s echool llfe,:end‘hls dxeems°, On the thlrd of :

.‘vAAprll he opened hlS heart w1th

A ooeIt is odd that I was myself in a

mos Romanigzing frame of mind yee’t:e:::‘day‘,2
hlch I very rarely am. I wWas attracvad

by the spirituallty ol it,  But what has

«ﬁhltherto ‘always. come before me &s’ the '

truth is rather that =«_;-

It seems His newer: w;ll o
We should not think at all of Iﬂ.m3 but turna
And of the Worla tﬂat He has glven us make
" The best we cano8 - o

 4; The questlonlnv eplrlt manlfest ln Gleugn“s early

5°

"Ib;do, Po l?la172 . ' "
lbldo, po 176 Thle is Irom Elgszchuso



‘;fpée‘try 'coﬁtinuéd jbhréughbu‘i; hi}s "l;i.f-e;; The -d_oub"'i:_

‘jremgihedb Bu’c Tit Was :.é;ki_xidly "andl_ f&en‘fte';t ive doubten
a V‘doubt Whlch he Wouid have been wi-lling_ to disavow
: upon_ thek.fe'c‘:éi‘ving of "méfve" light. But not érioizgh_ o



CHAPTER III
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION



Bummary and Coneclusion

| :deinated'by~mo€her—love in his eafly,yéars» Cléggh
did not react as many a boy is known to»have.done -=become
as hard'és nails, JInstead, Clough becéme mé:e Gonscienﬁious,
1 and'ideaiistic the more closely hé iémained»at his motherﬂs'
side, God and Duty were drilled into Clough by his
.mother, who Was'herself affeetionateo (;:L:i.mvinggz7 aa womanlyé
| Glough was turned ower to Dr. Arnold of Rubby in
- the eleventh year of his childhood, to be. klndly and
flrmly and Drematurely 1nducted into menhood, to contlnue-
wto learn to "do good">and to stvlve ever for the highest,
Dr, Arnold nad set for-hlmself,the task of leadershlp
Eather>than of command. He éucééeded in breaking down
- the iong;standing hostility betwéen7boys and mas ters., He
brought Clouﬂh along with some oﬁherifaVOred‘boys3‘tQ
- the point of lmltatlng his own character and conauct
of thlnklnﬁ &s he did gbout the dutles and opportunltles
of the school. |
From this milieﬁ, Clough went up to'Oderd to make
it overrin the image of Arnold and found & stronger
.maéter that his formef teacher in’n0wer there¢  Newman
was at the height of his redgn, and the iractaxlan
‘Movsment was StlTLlngo Newmen's insistence on the Church
A.as the flnal authorlty in matters of faith ran coumter to
 Arn61d“s professe&.thesis that the still small voice of the
inéividual consoiencé,WaS the validating principle of
faiﬁhg Torﬁvbetween these.two diverse theories, Cloughqsrﬁ
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V" ”b0yhbod faiﬁh Wavéred“' th the comblned lnfluences‘

of Natthew Arnold and Ralah Walao ﬁmerson Were helpa'

o ful to CloughA ihese 1nfluences-d1d not glve~h1m

:eomplete p01seel But they were helpful in mak;ag 1%
,pogﬁlble for hlm to work out a phllosophy Whlch rem
:sultea in a pvre ‘and beautlful Splrlt who through all
'hls Waverlngs never Waverea 1n h13 1ove fer all thlngs‘ 

H':lhonest lovely, and goodoﬁ;kru

Glough?s poetry, prose9 and 1etters were repleterfi"

'wxzh ev1dence that these strong peraonallt;es Were
;»f maaor moulders of hls 1deals and of hl% llfea as 1n;
.4dlcated in chapter two aboveg o _71 ' _‘
7 What have crltlcs to say‘who clalm thai Clough
“Was a product chlefly of his age? Anna Swanw1ck has ’ “}-5
fwrltteno} B Ll |

LA The stupendous d;scoverles of modern AR
"-;_"sclences revealing areas of time and: Space
 appalling to the lmaglnatlon have also
.~ béen influential in dlsturblng rellglous
g *eonv1ctlons, based ‘upon theories of the
- universe and of’ human history which are .

- ‘now exploded Whlle the- permanent and une-

U varying’ order pervad;ng the vast rezlms
. . of -nature has thrown discredit upen the
»aﬂpopuTar conceptlon of mivacles, -as & vio- S
“lation of universal law, many of the old = . -
foundations of the rellgloub life have B
thus been undermined, it is not surprising
that meny seekers after Truth, feeling
. "themselves .compelled to rellnqu1sh thelr’_

. belief in an authoritaiive Revelation, yet-
-,funw;lllng to resign their religious con- .. .
- victions, should have. Q&SSlOpately yearned -

~ for some Tirmer basis- upon which to rest -
< their belzef in the great. Splrltualltles of

" the unseen Worlaoooo For a time Clough was

=z carrled away in the dlrectlon of the new
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--oplnlon5° yet in his mlnd the d;sturbance
was but temporary. - His own nature before
. long reasserted ltselfg -= §%illm when %he
torrent subsided, he found that, not only
had it swept away the new views which had
. been presented to him by the leaders of the -
~ngomanlz1ng movement but. also that it had -
‘shaken the whole foundatlon of unis early
. faith, and had forced him to rely uvpon his
S own endeavours in search after thet truth
. which he still firmly believed in.... Havzng
1ost faith alike in his older and his newer
-.oreed, he had, from his mental constltutlona -
_peculiar dlfflculty in forming for himself
. any satisfactory conceptlon of the greas
'?ifanlSlble reolltlesoegel’

 g That there Were s%unendoug advances in chence is
.granted That these advances»lnfluenped Glough-to a de= 'v"
fh~gree is pract;cally certalne_hBut thatﬂthese éévances must f'
: neoessarlly have had the greatest 1nfluence upon Clough is   “'
denledo Emerson, Arnold and Newman were aware of and lnéAb
» fluenced by the sclentlxlcs polltlcalg economlcs and re=fl“

; llglous turm01l of the dayc It ls-clalmed that thls tur=: :

’ mo11 playea 1t5 part in Cloughﬂs tendency towara uoepﬁlclsmp_' L

1n hls lOSlng of the old falth and the newo

‘ Thl% Was not necessarlly sooi Naoavlay and chkens,_.
- two effectlve v01ces of the deéﬁlneﬁeenth centuwy, 0 Were VA.
'not noted for doubt and)tz.mldlty° Nor were Carlyle and

, John Stuart‘M1ll dev01d of strong conv1ctlons a@d the

L ;courage'ofjtheae)cony;ctlonsﬁ;‘

i ,Anna SW&nchk Poets The Interoreters of Tnelr Agecfi"
George Bell & Sona London, 1892, pe 569 - ‘




_ The mzddle of the nlneteonth oentury 1n England :
f 9resenteo the SQectacle of people busmly gettlng thuagsl;?
‘doneQA 1he 1nvenulon5 oi ﬂdtt,.barthlght 1rev1thlck- |
;_'ana Geogge Stephenson 1n the flrst flﬁteen jedrs of the
lf‘ century had lea to an enormous expan81on of the faotory
-sy%tem and means of looomotloago Imnrovements in agrl-;:;;3
culture resoltea 1n Varled dlet for the "beef-edters“;.iﬁsz
f»and “chewubacons“ . Brltdln became undoubted mlstress of'_af
,£fthe seas at the groat n&le v1ctory at Gape Trafalgar o
.”o.w1th Admlral melson 5 defect of the oomblned panloh;agd-
.“'-Frenoh fleets on October 21, 1805 | : ' B
‘:fi But When we have sald thls, we have not %ald
.everjthlng about the Vlctorlan oerlod ‘ It Was an agev
4xfof smuﬁne 53 of bUbtle end act1v1ty, of 501ent1flo
j advanoe, of marltlme expan81on5‘of polltloal reformo It
. wcs an age of oellef as Well as’ an age of doubt And

s 1n thls age, Clough ohose the mogt unlversal and tlme-;ffLu‘ff'

'fless problems for hlS own, the nﬁture of frlendshlp and
‘love and marrlage and parenthooo, the serv1ce “of" God
Vand fellow SeerOeo V |  ' o
& Clough Was oertalnly not a produot OL hl% age in
tho; bla dlspo81tlon to 51t forever mulllng over 1arge
’aproblems he could not solve 1nstead of 1gnorlng them for
}11ﬁﬁle problem% he could solvea; Olough dld u%e nlmateenth

'*oentuxy settlngs,} Hl% long narxctlve poems aro about

people of hls own ulme, as axe the storles th lyrlca-f:.

suggesto It wes 1n thls xespect that he Was one m@th
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It is; not overl@oked that eveﬁy age sets llmﬁsatlonse o
fBut Olouﬂh“s llmltatlons - hlS doubt and scentlclsm - |
'_Were not lmnosea @mt elm by ﬁne dﬁeg but by bl% comblned
N nature ana nurtureo Hls oonsclentlous nature and ﬂae lnw-
4§ifluence of persons near to hlm ana béLoved by hlm set ﬁhelr
7ﬂ{mark unon hlm llm;ted hlS output guldea hlS thlnklngo o
. Another crltlc has remarked°“ | o
B  59°aHe found on his henas a lar@e mass of
. 'newwknowledge Whlch emotlonally he was unable
- Lo absorbooge-i : , , : :
; ‘St1ll another ertes.
o ,quoLowell in 1871 uttered concernlng
. Clough a prophésy, of. whlch the phreses are well
o knowns “Clough ‘will -be- thought a8 hundred years
hencegﬂ he wrote, "to have.been the truest ex-
- pression in verse of the moral and intellectual
. tendenc,lesa the doubt end struggle towards'
. settled: conv1ctlon, of the. werlod 1n Whlch he
11ved “2 : ‘ . '
o Anaagaln “

oooArnolaVs frlend Arthur Hugh Clovgh, is
: -overwhelmed by the same doubts and fears; Hr
. him ‘the voyege - of life is a mystery of Whlch the
: :‘beglnnlng and the end are allke daVK¢o¢a5z

l'”The late Lewis Edward Gatesg one- tlme Harvaxd prOfe“SOPa

in a retrosnect of “EnéllSh thereture of Gh& ﬂlneteenth |

7Centurya“ pUbllShed ln The Crltlcn has wrltten5 in part°

' A By 1824 the Romantlc 1mpulse pure and
" gimple had in poetry very nearly spent 1ts
creative force.s..Great as were the gains that ..
-accrued to the human spirit from the Romanticist'ts.
,passipnate guesting after,new,experienee;bf all

‘ Vllllam Henry Hudsona &Ludles in Interpre%atlono George

“33:?0 Putnam's Sons, New York, 1896, D. 94,

2. H., W. Garrod, Poetry and the Crltlclsm of lee, Harvard
g'-Un1V3151ty Press, Camorlages 1961 P, 110, :
.3,  John W, Cunllffe, Leaders- s the VlCtorlan Revolutlon

"V;Bq Avpléeton-Century Comoeny, New- York, 1934, p. 155, -
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;_sorts, the llmltatlons of Romantlc gen;uug and.

“its dangerous ecoentrlc;tlesg became clearer - . S
- and clearer-as this genius worked ltself out intol’ -
. thorough expmsssion. The BomanthlstQ were web- - .-
. spinners and fancy-mongers,... They were beauty-

- Jbllnd and music¢=deafl, A¢hey lived inside their L
© own individual heads, in the circle of their own -
personalities....Romantic dreamers were vietims -
- of their own maggotsg 80 1t secemed to the commonuf,_’
- ‘sense onlooker,eeaThelr poetry was the expre881on;;:-'
- of brooding loneliness-and concerned their own .
relations te God ‘and to- Neture, not their relaa"
' tiong to their fellows,...O0ne cammot but sympa-
thize with Matthew Arnold’s impatient outcry over
-~ 8helley’s droll domestlcltyooouﬁ persistent T
Y striving to secure a synthesis between the: Ideal
. and the Actual is. characterlstlc of the poetry of .
.: “The post=Romantlc period, i el
Lo Clough was a bungllng workman in verqeo He A
Tmust nearly alweys be read with ellowances. And
‘yet his poetry is nistorically of high interest.
- because of its sensitive refléction of the spitit
- of his age.¢..His “Dlpsychus“ is a del;cately sure, -
_analytic record, half- 1yrlcal and haif- dramaﬁlcsz' T
. -of the. typical moods of sad recollection, .distrust, =

.'he51tatlon,,ana final. acqu1escence, with which meay . . .-
. men of his-day who had listened long to.the music =

~of romantic poetry, turned back at last from vague

[»dreamlngiana leid hold of the tasks of conventlonal 
-llfeooo.“ . L S - '

‘ff01ough Was not the flrst nor will he be the last to o

'E‘l>ff1nd on his hands a large mass of new knowleage and be un- {?*; 

’ ’-ame to absorh it, . Cloughande obhart Vlcfizérilan p@e‘@s»*h@lﬁ

j@uu“‘n@®lybi§ﬂ£egardut@ ﬁh@§¢umlvewsal charac%erlstlco

= Lowell”s pzephesy, too,_seems not to have been nrovedo‘/

,It 1s not to be aenled that 1n general the sw1ng 1n 11teraryf§rf'

*”tﬂSues lS from tne Romantlc to the ClaSSlcal and v1ce vezsa

as the pendulum nasses thdt nalnt beyond WLlcn general good '

 '1 Lew;s F Gates, The Cxltlc,;“anllsh therature of the
"Hlneteenth Centvrv A Februaryg 1900, PP. 172- 1740. : -



“taute w1shes to follomoﬁ But there are iﬂalVldualS Who in

an age of Slasslclsm are 1ncurably Romant:.c° They are not -

f?Romantlc beeause the age 13 otherwz.seo Eo more KDSt wrlters 4;?9

: >'of a Classlcal or Reallstlc temper become thao way because

:5j the larger proportlon of tnelr contemporarles are. thdt wa.y3

‘alsoof It 1s concelvable that 1n all ages thare are 1na1v1=

"7duals whose bent remalns Wnat 1t is oeceuse o; ﬁhe lndlv1auauf«f

L'fflllty of the person hlmself Ov1d was & Romantlclst ln a

 'fC1css1Ca1 agee In an age of Romant1c1sm. Gnaucer could Well
"be clo%51f1ed as a,Reallst : | »;‘ |

| Thls Suudj has treced the nersonal 1nfluences ﬁhléh

'-were 1m00rt@nt in CJough's llleg esne01ally durlng the ‘

' deve opmental oerlod.o These 1nfluences, upon-a boy . o;

‘»ljsen81t1ve and attentlve natureo formed a character Whose

' good sense Uerhaps re%ted upon v1carlous exnerlences0 1hls

““i;ldeveloped ln the con501eat10us nature of the boy a flrm

- d631re to do rlghto. But when'he found that to do rlvht ln;“ 

1xythe eyes of Newman was. a dlfferent matter thdn 1t was tO' 

'51 7h1s mother and to hlS flrst masterful tedohery IDrs Arnold‘ﬁ’

there develoned a- nerplexlﬁy whloh hlm shorc llfetlme

‘v'could not resolvec A des;re to know all the facts before o

f'venturlng'unon an answer to a questlon could not fall to

‘“fmake such a man- as Clough ‘8- doubterD whatever the age 1n_'

'5; whlch he llved
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Frederick G. Blair, ¥, 8, A., : The Athenaecum,
Master & Librarian, - " Liverpool, 1.
‘Telenhone Yo, Royal 77700 ' ‘

 FGB/DD S 11th August, 1950,

Bugene B, 5mlbh Esqe»
Box, 4634,

‘Unlvers1ty Btation,
Arlzona0

Dear Slf;

Touxr letter of the 27th July, addressed to Mr.
George T. Bhaw, was received by me to-day, and in reply
I have to say that Myr. Shaw died in 1938, and I am his
successor in the office of Librarian of thls Institution,
I regret that I am unable to render you any help in the
matter of Arthur Hugh Clough, as in the light of recent -
research some doubt has been cast as to the authenticity
of his birth-place in Rodney Street, Liverpool, In :
support of this statement I would réfer you to & paper
© in the Transactions of the Hl%torlcal Bociety of Lanes.,
and Cheshire, Vol., 83, page 78. in which the whole matter
of Cloughts birth=place is discussed, You will, I have
no doubt; be able to obtain this velume from any of the
pr1n31yle ILibraries in the United States, If, in view
of what I have sald, you still wish me to obtaln a
photograph I should be glad if you would inform me,
In the meantime I return you cheque and await your further
1ns‘tructlonso ‘ . -

Yours faithfullya
(signed) TFrederick G. Blair

laster & Librarian,
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Je@onsg Wrs. W. &, Letters amd Journals of W. Stanley
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