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Abstract 
 

This creative nonfiction thesis has been through many incarnations on its way to 
becoming this final, finished product. What is presented here is a triptych of visual, lyric, 
nonfiction essays completed using ink and watercolor on tracing paper. As a writer, one 
of my strong interests is in the interaction between language and form, and the ways in 
which the form can enrich the meaning of a text. This intersection of the written and the 
visual is an important aspect of my thesis, which explores the role of place in the creation 
of my own self-identity. Because a really important aspect of the text is the way in which 
each translucent page interacts with the others, I have attempted to capture the effect 
through photography so that the thesis can be documented in a digital format. However, I 
would like for online readers to know that the experience of the text is intended to be 
physical and interactive, and it loses much of this aspect in digital form. To best 
approximate the effect of the overlapping text, please use the arrow buttons to click from 
page to page instead of scrolling.  
























































































