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Thesis Abstract: Associated 
 

 Associated is a comedic television pilot screenplay that follows the stories and 

experiences of college students working together in a student government office, and how they 

have to rely on each other as their storylines and conflicts intertwine in order to enjoy the 

successes that come with working so closely with the student body and their university at large.  

 The main character is student body president Katy Allen, a very idealistic and bubbly 

personality with a strong passion for students, student government, and coffee. She enters her 

year inexperienced and fueled solely by these passions, which soon catch up with her as she 

encounters unforeseen challenges, such as inept fellow student government workers, a hard-

nosed University President, and a Senate that generally would like to overthrow her. As she 

prevails on for the sake of the student, she encounters Mike James, a non-traditional student 

whose passions align with her, and eventually, romantic feelings evolve.  

 This is a story about young professionals working together, for the greater good of their 

university, and sometimes themselves, all while encountering comedic moments and a multitude 

of challenges. They learn that their association with each other is the only way to grow as 

individuals and to raise their ceilings of potential.  
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FADE IN:

BEGIN FLASHBACK:

INT. ELECTION RESULTS ROOM - NIGHT

KATY ALLEN, a spunky, bubbly, professionally dressed woman in 
her twenties is quietly sitting in the front row of chairs 
next to CHRIS BARNES, a twenty-something male, dressed in a 
pressed suit. The look of weariness and excitement mixing is 
evident on their faces. The room is filled with eager 
students, waiting to hear the results of the election. At the 
front of the room is a projector with both Katy’s and Chris’ 
picture on it.  

A middle-aged generic-looking ADVISOR walks up next to a 
podium and clears her throat.

ADVISOR
Ladies and gentlemen, your 
attention please. 

The room falls silent. Friends next to Katy grab her hand and 
hold it in anticipation. 

ADVISOR (CONT’D)
To begin, I would like to thank you 
all for being here tonight. Both 
candidates did an excellent job 
running and executing their 
campaigns, and this campus is 
better for it. 

A LOUD STUDENT begins to CHANT “Barnes” over and over. Others 
join him in the chant. Katy looks down, embarrassed and 
slightly frazzled. Her friends tend to her, rubbing her back. 
Chris looks back and smiles at his adorers. 

ADVISOR (CONT’D)
Please, hold your cheers until 
after the results have been 
revealed. 

The room again quiets down.

ADVISOR (CONT’D)
With a total of 1,578 votes, your 
next student body president is...

Katy and Chris both lean forward, their eyes piercing with 
excitement. 



ADVISOR (CONT’D)
(with excitement)

Katy Allen! 

Katy’s friends and supporters erupt with CHEERS. They move in 
and swarm her, who has her head in her hands. Chris quickly 
gets up and makes his way to the exit, completely blowing off 
REBECCA WOMBLE, a cynical-looking school reporter in her 
twenties who attempts to ask a question.  

Katy finally raises her head. Tears are in her eyes. She 
stands and begins hugging the masses. She does her best to 
speak through her tears. 

KATY 
I...I...can’t believe it! 

The school reporter fights her way through the numerous 
amounts of people, trying to get to Katy. 

SCHOOL REPORTER
Katy! Katy! Can I have a word?

Katy turns and faces Rebecca, who already has her voice 
recorder out and is sticking it in her face. 

KATY
Yeah, of course! 

REBECCA
How does it feel, winning? What’s 
going on in your head right now?

KATY
I don’t know, so many things! I 
want to call my mom, say hi to 
everyone who came tonight, it’s 
just, wow. This response! 

REBECCA
How did you feel when people in 
here started chanting for Chris?

KATY
(laughs)

You know what? It’s good to know 
that you didn’t win unanimously. 
It’s my job to prove them wrong.

REBECCA
What will you do now?
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KATY
Thank the wonderful people who 
devoted two months of their life to 
helping me win, and of course, get 
to work! 

END FLASHBACK. 

INT. KATY’S OFFICE - DAY

Katy’s office is neatly organized, stuffing with school 
pride. Mementos of past student government years hang on her 
walls. Cards congratulating her on her victory are visible. 
There is a desk with a computer, a couch and chair combo, a 
separate table and four chairs, and a closet in the corner. 

KATY
Today I’m interviewing fellow 
students for positions in my 
Cabinet. 

She pauses. 

KATY (CONT’D)
There’s the shelf, plates, cups, 
and that weird sticky stuff you 
line the shelves with, all 
available. 

She giggles to herself. 

KATY (CONT’D)
Kidding! No, today is a very 
important day. The President’s 
Cabinet works closely with each 
other all year to collaborate on 
student initiatives. Picking the 
right people is crucial to any 
President’s success. 

She quickly looks side to side, as if to hear if anyone is 
listening. 

KATY (CONT’D)
I mean, just look at Abraham 
Lincoln. An intelligent Cabinet 
member would have never recommended 
that play. All the reviews said it 
was murder on the audience, and 
look what happened. 
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INT. KATY’S OFFICE - DAY

Katy sits across from INTERVIEWEE 1, a jittery, nervous 
looking female. She can’t seem to stop herself from bouncing 
in her seat. 

KATY
Alright, let’s get started. 

INTERVIEWEE 1
Yeah, I’d like to get started if 
that’s okay with you. 

Katy sits back with a confused look on her face. 

KATY
(smiling)

Sure! Okay, can you tell me a 
little about yourself? Why did you 
choose to apply for this position?

INTERVIEWEE 1
Are all the questions you ask 
really two questions? Because if 
they are, I usually like to answer 
a question with a question, and now 
I don’t know what I’m doing. 

Katy looks directly at the camera with a look of apathy on 
her face. 

KATY’S OFFICE - Interview 2

Katy now sits across from INTERVIEWEE 2, a large, twenty-
something male, who appears too small for his clothes and the 
seat he’s sitting in. She looks down at his résumé.

KATY
Okay, it says here that you would 
like to be considered for head chef 
of the student government?

INTERVIEWEE 2 
That’s correct. 

KATY
You do know that position doesn’t 
exist.

INTERVIEWEE 2
But that’s why it’s vital to apply. 
There’s a food shortage out there! 
It’s plaguing this school like a 
delicious epidemic. 
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Being head chef, I could make sure 
that the food that is still 
available goes through me. 

KATY
And then let me guess...

INTERVIEWEE 2
Yes, then through me. 

KATY
(looking down)

Okay we’re done here. 

INTERVIEWEE 2
Did I get the job?

KATY’S OFFICE - INTERVIEW 3 

Katy sits across from INTERVIEWEE 3, a young, twenty-
something African-American male, who is dressed 
professionally and looks well put together. 

KATY
Well hello there! My name is Katy 
Allen and I’m the student body 
president for this upcoming year. 

INTERVIEWEE 3
Hi, there. I voted for you. Very 
excited to be here today. 

Katy blushes slightly. 

KATY
Well, it’s nice to meet you. So 
tell me, why are you interested in 
student government?

Katy sits back, seemingly bracing herself for another crazy 
answer. 

INTERVIEWEE 3
(passionate)

So many reasons, really. Student 
government offers a chance to 
connect to so many diverse, 
intelligent students, who really 
just want better lives. 

Katy let’s out a deep breath, relieved. 
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KATY
That is so great to hear! 

INTERVIEWEE 3
And I could not think of a better 
foundation than student government 
to put the word out for my “Jesus 
was Black” campaign. 

KATY
Oh boy. 

INT. OFF-SCREEN INTERVIEW - DAY

KATY
Well, half a day gone by, and what 
can you really say about it at this 
point? Lotta passion here. 

Katy lets out a visible BREATH. 

KATY (CONT’D)
Maybe it’s like American Idol and 
you have to get past all the 
crazies before getting to the gems. 

She ponders for a second. 

KATY (CONT’D)
Oh my gosh, what if everyone is 
crazy now? What if me being elected 
president has turn this whole 
school into a bizarro black hole of 
lassitude and insouciance? Oh no, 
my nervous words are coming out! 
Get it together, woman! Coffee! I 
need coffee. Cheery cheery coffee! 

INT. KATY’S OFFICE - DAY

Katy waits for her next interviewee with her head facedown on 
her desk. There’s a litter of empty coffee Styrofoam cups and 
papers everywhere. She appears to be drooling. A KNOCK on her 
office door is heard, startling Katy and forcing her awake. 

MIKE
Hello? 

Katy’s eyes horrifically widen as she realized the mess in 
her office. 
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KATY
Um...yeah...be right there. 

Katy pushes away from her desk and hundreds of papers go with 
her, falling all over the ground. She looks around 
frantically for a quick solution. Seeing no other, she lifts 
the rug in her office and pushes the cups and papers 
underneath. She opens the door. 

KATY (CONT’D)
Hi there! My name is Katy Allen, 
student body president-elect. How 
are you? 

Standing in front of her is MIKE JAMES, a young, charming 
looking twenty-year-old, dressed appropriately for the 
occasion.  

MIKE
It’s nice to finally meet you. I’ve 
heard a lot about you. 

KATY
Well, you know what they always say 
about that kind of thing. 

An awkward pause lingers. Both look for each other to end it. 
It doesn’t end. Mike cautiously holds out his résumé. 

KATY (CONT’D)
Ahh, let’s get to it. 

Both walk over a lumpy rug to Katy’s desk. Cups crunch under 
both person’s feet. Mike looks down for the source of the 
noise. Katy notices his detective work and interrupts his 
thought. Both sit at her desk.   

KATY (CONT’D)
New carpet! Let’s see here. 

She reads over his résumé. 

KATY (CONT’D)
You’re coming into your sophomore 
year, but were born in 1988?

Mike shyly laughs.

MIKE
Um, yeah. I’m a little bit older 
than the typical sophomore I guess. 
It took me a little while to get 
back to college. 
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Katy appears intrigued. 

KATY
How so?

MIKE
Well, I didn’t do very well in high 
school, so my options were limited. 
But eventually you realize that 
maybe you were born to do something 
greater with your life, and I 
always dreamed about going to a 
major university. Definitely had to 
work from the bottom up, though.  

KATY (CONT’D)
So you’re here now. What sparked 
your interest for student 
government?

Mike looks past Katy into the distance for a few short 
moments. 

MIKE
I spent my first year here sitting 
by myself in between classes, 
eating poorly wrapped sandwiches, 
reading books. And you just look 
around at all the happy faces, 
people walking with purpose, with 
friends, proudly advertizing the 
school that we’re all at. I want to 
do something bigger, something 
greater, something that gives back 
to this place that has already 
given me so many new opportunities. 
Mostly, though, I want to feel more 
connected here, feel that pride 
that seems to come naturally to 
others. Student government affords 
so many diverse chances to do that, 
to connect with students, to help 
out fellow lonely sandwich eaters 
like myself, and I would be humbled 
to have a chance to join your team. 

Katy can’t break her stare. She tries to collect her thoughts 
and contain her excitement. 

KATY
Well, I am very happy that you 
chose to apply, very effervescent 
and rhapsodic indeed...oh no. 
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Katy blushed and covers her mouth quickly. Mike cocks his 
head a little to the side and smiles. 

MIKE
Well, I am too. I have to admit, I 
was a little nervous to apply, but 
I think you work hard enough for 
long enough and then there’s that 
little voice in your head that says 
that you’ve earned a shot, at the 
very least. 

Katy nods her head in agreement. 

MIKE (CONT’D)
And if you aren’t in over your 
head, how do you know how tall you 
are?

KATY
The fair has those markers that say 
you have to be “this tall to ride.” 
I generally just go by those. 

Mike laughs to himself. 

MIKE
Well, this is me jumping all in for 
something completely new, even if 
I’m jumping into something that 
will cause me to be over my head.

A smiling Katy does not break eye contact with Mike. 

INT. OFF-SCREEN INTERVIEW (KATY)- DAY

KATY (VISIBLY HAPPY)
Well, looks like the bizarro world 
affected one less person. 

INT. OFF-SCREEN INTERVIEW (MIKE) - DAY

MIKE
Yeah, I’m hoping for the best. I’d 
like to think it went well, but you 
never know about these things. Also 
I didn’t expect to have to give an 
interview right after my interview. 
Wait a minute, is this still the 
interview?
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INT. STUDENT GOVERMENT ADVISOR’S OFFICE - DAY

Katy and ADVISOR sit in advisor’s office, a clean and 
organized space, with a few small pictures hanging on the 
walls of past student goverment memories. The space is 
unappealing and uninviting, with muted colors that contrast 
Katy’s colorful personality. The advisor talks with a 
monotonic voice, like she’s been in her job way too long. 

KATY (TALKING TO CAMERA)
I’m here with the lovely student 
goverment advisor...

ADVISOR (INTERRUPTING)
Don’t call me lovely. 

KATY
Okay...well she is the person who 
helps organize my schedule and 
appointments for the upcoming year, 
almost like a real-life chief of 
staff. 

ADVISOR
You already have a chief of staff.

KATY
Right. Where is he by the way? I 
have yet to see him. 

CUT TO:

INT. STUDENT GOVERMENT OFFICE - MARKETING DEPARTMENT - DAY

The marketing department within the larger “stugo” office is 
a space large enough for five desks, each with their own 
computer. A few promotional posters of past university events 
still hang on the walls. There’s a sense of nostalgia, but 
also one of a new guard moving in to take over for the 
upcoming year. KYLE ANDERSON, Katy’s missing Chief of Staff, 
is seen talking with members of the marketing department. He 
looks to be younger than most other student goverment 
members.  

KYLE
...yeah so basically we are looking 
for resources and man-power to help 
launch iSchool, if anyone is 
interested. 

No one sitting in the marketing department moves or makes eye 
contact with Kyle. 
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KYLE (CONT’D)
Basically it’s going to be a 
platform that syncs all your 
electronic school materials and 
organizes them into one site. It’s 
basically already worth around 50 
million dollars so I wanted to give 
you right of first refusal to join. 

Again, the marketing members do not look up.  

KYLE (CONT’D)
Okay, what about right of second 
refusal? Third? Fourth?

OFF-SCREEN INTERVIEW - KYLE

KYLE
This is going to be a great year 
for me and iSchool. To me, Chief of 
Staff is a way of me meeting the 
top people at this campus to help 
me launch the most innovative 
educational app of all time. Have I 
told you about iSchool yet? 
Basically it’s...

CUT TO:

INT. STUDENT GOVERMENT ADVISOR’S OFFICE - DAY

ADVISOR
Here’s your schedule for the next 
month. Make sure you’re not late to 
the meeting with the senior admin 
this afternoon. 

KATY
I know, I know. I wouldn’t miss it 
for the world. I am just so excited 
to meet everyone! 

ADVISOR
Just remember that we had to move 
up the welcome event to today and 
it conflicts with that meeting, so 
you’ll have to leave early to make 
it. 

KATY
Got it. 
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The advisor gives a condescending look of disbelief. Katy 
gets up and starts walking back to her office. 

KATY’S OFFICE - DAY

Katy is seen pacing back and forth in her office collecting 
materials for the welcome event. 

KATY (TO HERSELF)
Okay. I need to bring my padfolio, 
name tags...

Her office phone RINGS. 

KATY (TO THE CAMERA) (CONT’D)
Oh my God! My first phone call in 
my office! 

Katy gleefully claps to herself, and moves towards the phone.

KATY (CONT’D)
Sound presidential, Katy. 

Katy clears her voice and picks up the phone. 

KATY (CONT’D)
Hello, this is Katy Allen, how may 
I help you?

She listens to the other end, nodding. 

KATY (CONT’D)
No, Clark was president last year. 
Yes, he’s gone now. Yes, I’m the 
new president.  

Continuing...

KATY (CONT’D)
No, I don’t know his mother’s name. 
Yes I did know that he only drank 
1%. No, I don’t know why he never 
called you back, though I’m 
starting to get an idea.

She starts to look visibly annoyed. 

KATY (CONT’D)
Well, I hope you have a bad year as 
president as well!  

She hangs up. 
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KATY (CONT’D)
That phone call was literally the 
equivalent of being tricked into 
buying fool’s gold by your older 
brother, only to be tricked again 
into trading it for a creased 
Pokemon card, only then to see your 
brother return the fool’s gold for 
your original three dollars and a 
car ride of gloating. Woah, get it 
together, Katy. That was 14 years 
ago. 

INT. SCHOOL BALLROOM - DAY

The ballroom is hosting the Student Government Welcome event. 
Catering tables line the walls, displaying various foods and 
drinks. There is a desk with two workers behind it passing 
out student goverment polo shirts to people who walk in. Kyle 
Anderson is standing next to the table trying to pass out 
iSchool polos instead. 

At the opposite end is a projector screen and a mic stand set 
up, ready for the first speaker. Various students sit at the 
many tables talking with friends, waiting for the event to 
start. A cut scene shows one student seeing how many mini hot-
dogs he can fit into his mouth, to the delight of others near 
him, as well as one student taking a quick pull from a flask 
underneath his shirt. The room is humming with excitement. 

HUNTER MATHIS, the student goverment vice-president, walks up 
to the mic and taps it a few times to make sure it’s on. He 
is dressed in a suit, but is visibly nervous about speaking 
to a crowd of this size. Behind him is Katy, patiently 
waiting to be introduced. 

HUNTER
Alright, alright. Hello everybody! 
Welcome to the 2014 Student 
Government Welcome Event. I hope 
you’re not too drunk!

RANDOM VOICE 
It’s 11 a.m.! 

HUNTER
Well, you didn’t grow up in my 
household. Okay! Thanks for coming 
today. This is always a very 
special event that takes place 
every year, and even though this is 
my first year attending, I can say 
that. 

13.

(MORE)



It allows all of us working in the 
office to meet each other and talk 
about the goals for our collective 
year. So, without further ado, or I 
guess some ado...

Hunter laughs awkwardly into the mic. A quick cut shows the 
student that was drinking out of the flask face down on the 
table, passed out. 

HUNTER (CONT’D)
Our lovely president, Katy Allen! 

The crowd CHEERS. Mike James is seen smiling and clapping, 
albeit from the far end of the room. 

KATY
Hi everyone! Thank you so much for 
being here today. This event is 
only made possible by you all, the 
stellar people who choose to work 
for the students of our great 
university. I am so excited to see 
what our year has in store for us! 

GRAND BALLROOM - Day

The speeches have ended, and people are mingling with each 
other. Some are still sitting down eating, others are by the 
food tables with freezer bags taking what they can to-go. 
Katy is chatting it up with fellow stugo members. Her Advisor 
runs up to her. 

ADVISOR
Katy! You’re late to the admin 
meeting!

Katy’s heart visibly sinks. 

KATY
Oh my god, oh my god, oh my god. I 
am such an idiot! 

ADVISOR
Here, take your padfolio and get 
going!

Katy looks around and spots Kyle, still talking about iSchool 
with new listeners. Katy lets out a small grunt of 
disapproval and disbelief. And runs out the door. Mike, who 
is still sitting at a nearby table, looks visibly concerned 
for Katy as she runs by. 
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EXT. SURROUNDING SCHOOL - DAY

Katy runs through school towards the administration building, 
ducking and weaving between unsuspecting students. Once she 
reaches the building, she is lucky enough to grab an elevator 
that is about to close. She frantically reviews some last-
minute notes on her ride up. 

The doors open, and Katy looks for the meeting room. She 
finds the ominous looking wooden double doors, which happens 
to be closed. She takes a deep breath and slowly opens them, 
slipping inside quietly. 

INT. ADMINISTRATION MEETING ROOM - DAY

The inside of the room is centered by a large oval table. 
Many senior administration, including the university 
president JOHN SHELTON, sit in homey throne-like chairs. Katy 
finds her reserved seat and quietly sits down, hoping that no 
one noticed that she came in late. Shelton in a conservative-
looking man in his sixties, and does notice Katy, to her 
dismay. 

JOHN 
Well now, looks like we are all 
here finally. 

The room grumbles. Katy sits wide-eyed, looking away from 
John. 

JOHN (CONT’D)
Tell me, Ms. Allen, do you always 
intend to arrive after the rest of 
us?

Katy looks up to the uninviting face of the president. 

KATY
I am so sorry, sir. I will not be 
late again. 

JOHN
Fine. See to it that you’re not. 
It’s not good form for a president. 

Katy looks back down.

JOHN (CONT’D)
Okay where were we? Right, the 
student carnival. Where are we with 
gaining the approval from the 
neighborhood association to bring 
it back to campus? 
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A lumpy, middle-aged advisor raises his hand. 

JOHN (TO ADVISOR) (CONT’D)
Yes?

LUMPY ADVISOR
We have some hurdles to cross here. 
They are worried about noise and 
drunk students wandering into their 
backyards, so to speak. To be able 
to bring it back on campus, we need 
to have them sign off on the idea. 

JOHN
Agreed. Any ideas on how to better 
this relationship? It’s been 
contentious in the past. 

Katy cautiously raises her hand. 

JOHN (TO KATY) (CONT’D)
I’m sorry, Ms. Allen. My own 
personal rule. If you’re late to a 
meeting, you lose the privilege to 
contributing in that meeting. Keep 
your idea in mind, and be on time 
to the next one. 

Katy lowers her hand and stares downward. Other participants 
in the meeting talk to each other as Katy continues to look 
down. Then, she looks up again, with a look of quiet 
determination on her face. She looks to John, who is absorbed 
in some conversation happening near his end of the table. 
Katy raises her hand again. 

KATY (SOFT VOICE)
Excuse me, President Shelton. 

Shelton doesn’t notice. 

KATY CONT’D)
President Shelton!

John looks up, visibly annoyed. 

JOHN
Arriving late and now interrupting. 
Please by all means, go ahead, Ms. 
Allen. 
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KATY
Well, I apologize for interrupting, 
but since you already made it clear 
that I wouldn’t speak anyways, so 
interrupting is all I have at this 
point. And to me, that highlights 
the problem that we face with the 
neighborhood association. The fact 
is that we need their approval to 
bring back the carnival, as we will 
be asking to basically set up a 
loud event in their backyards, and 
I think that if we continue to have 
this attitude that the ball is in 
our court, that it’s the 
university’s decision to make, then 
we will never gain their trust. We 
need open communication with 
everyone to ensure success, not 
stifle communication just because 
you decide you don’t want to hear 
it. Now, if you want to continue to 
take the position that good ideas 
only come from people on your 
specific schedule and who know your 
unwritten rules, then maybe the 
source of contention is you. 

The members sitting in the room move uncomfortably in their 
seats. John stares at Katy with a surprise in his eyes. Katy 
take a breath. 

OFF-SCREEN INTERVIEW - KATY

KATY
Oh no. What did I just do?

INT. STUDENT GOVERMENT OFFICE - DAY

Katy quickly walks into the office and does not make eye 
contact with anyone nearby. She has a look of intensity on 
her face and her body language is screaming “get out of my 
way.” Once she reaches her office, she closes the door, 
completely disregarding her Advisor’s inquiry as to how the 
meeting went. Mike, whose desk is close enough to see Katy’s 
office, looks up as she closes the door with a sympathetic 
look on his face. 
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Mike gets up from his desk and walks over to her door. He 
raises his hand like he’s about to knock, but Hunter Mathis 
and her Advisor cut him off and open the door to her office, 
closing the door once inside. Mike stands idly for a few 
moments, and returns to his desk and sits down. 

INT. SENATE OFFICE - DAY

The Senate consists of eight students. Their office is housed 
in the university administration building, a privilege that 
is not bestowed to the rest of student goverment. Their 
office resembles a senior administration office - wood walls, 
new tables and chairs, and the university seal on the navy 
blue rug that covers the floor. The prestige of senate and 
the senate office is not lost on the senators themselves.   

JACK FOLEY, a young twenty-year-old with sharp features and 
piercing eyes, is the president of this year’s senate class. 
He sits at the far end of the room, overhearing the lively 
conversation taking place between the other seven senators. 
News of Katy’s defiance of President Shelton has apparently 
made the rounds, and the senate discusses the impact that 
this may have. 

SENATOR 1
You know what this means right?

SENATOR 2
Yeah, it means we may have a crazy 
difficult year ahead of us.

SENATOR 3
Just because Katy decided to go all 
Broken Arrow on the president 
doesn’t mean that it’s going to 
affect us in any way. 

SENATOR 1
You’re wrong about that. He’s a new 
president just like her. If this is 
the impression he gets from student 
leaders, then he may assume we are 
all like this and break off 
communication with us. Which, by 
the way, has never once happened to 
a senate class. We are supposed to 
be the exemplary ones, here. 

The group of senators contemplate the discussion. Jack 
finally speaks. 
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JACK FOLEY
I think you may be missing the 
point. This is great for us.  

SENATOR 1
What do you mean?

JACK FOLEY
Look at it this way. People had 
doubts Katy could handle the 
presidency before she was elected. 
And what does she do once she is? 
Disrespects the actual President. 
It will now be easier to become the 
prominent student force on this 
campus. 

INT. KATY’S OFFICE - DAY

Katy sits at her desk reviewing notes on her padfolio. After 
parsing a page for a few moments, she gets up and starts 
pacing around her office, looking nervous. She starts biting 
her nails. 

KATY
I can’t give this speech. I just 
can’t!

She continues to pace. 

OFF-SCREEN INTERVIEW - KATY

KATY
As president, I have to give a 
speech at the freshman convocation 
in a few minutes. And to be honest, 
I’m a little nervous. I had to 
stand up to the most powerful 
figure on this campus today. But, 
I’m supposed to stand up if I think 
something isn’t right, right? I 
once made a scene in a McDonald’s 
because I ordered ten chicken 
nuggets and got only nine. I 
finally got that last chicken 
nugget, but it was shaped as a 
middle finger. I don’t go back 
there. 
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INT. KATY’S OFFICE - DAY

As Katy paces, she recites lines from her speech softly under 
her breath. A knock on the door breaks her concentration. 

ADVISOR 
Hey Katy, it’s time to go. 

KATY
Okay, I’ll be out in a sec. 

Katy takes a deep breath, gathers her padfolio, fixes her 
suit jacket, and opens the door, greeting her Advisor, 
Hunter, her Chief of Staff, and a few others from the office.   

HUNTER
Hey, so like good luck out there 
today. We thought we could all walk 
over together. 

Katy nods her head in approval. 

KATY
Well, I guess we should get going, 
then. 

Katy is last in the line of people headed out of the main 
office. She takes a few steps forward, but then slowly stops 
her pace, and turns around and walks back towards her office. 

HUNTER
Hey, where you going? Do you want 
us to wait?

KATY
No...I just...I left something in 
my office, some notes, I’m going to 
run back and grab them. I’ll meet 
up with you guys there. 

HUNTER
Alright. 

While the rest of the group marches on, Katy closes the door 
to her office and sinks into her couch. Tears are starting to 
form in her eyes. 

KATY
I can’t...I just can’t do this. 

Though the main office is empty at this point in the day, 
with most of the lights off and computers shut down, Mike 
sits alone at his desk and sees Katy return to her office. 
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He stands up and walks over to her door, this time following 
through on his knock. 

MIKE
Hey Katy? Is everything alright?

KATY
Everything’s fine. I just needed to 
grab some notes before the speech 
today. 

Mike pauses for a second and looks down. 

MIKE
Can I come in?

KATY
Umm, yeah sure, hold on just a 
second. 

Mike doesn’t hear the last part of her sentence and opens her 
office door preemptively. He sees her wiping her eyes.  

MIKE
Hey, so I guess I was just gonna 
see if everything was okay? I heard 
you have a speech in a little bit. 

KATY
Well, I think things have 
historically been better than 
today. I once received extra icing 
packets in my box of toaster 
strudels - that was a better day 
than this. 

MIKE
Nothing is better than double 
frosting! 

KATY
Yeah, well maybe not steamrolling 
the university president at your 
first meeting would be better than 
double frosting. 

MIKE
I can’t say that I’ve ever done 
that. Never met the guy. 

KATY
I doubt he’ll meet with me again. 
Oh well. Way to go, Katy. First 
week on the job. 
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Anyway, sorry, I don’t mean to vent 
my problems to you. I have to go 
give this speech now.  

MIKE
Yeah, okay. Well, good luck.

Mike turns to leave her office. He gets halfway out the door 
and turns back around, facing Katy. 

MIKE (CONT’D)
Hey Katy? I just want to say that I 
know that I’m new and all, and 
maybe I don’t know yet how all of 
this student goverment stuff works, 
but if you had to stand up to the 
president, then I know you did it 
from a good place. You really care, 
and that’s so fleeting these days. 
And you took a chance on me by 
hiring me, and the people who voted 
for you took a chance on you. So 
tonight, go out there and give the 
best damn speech of your life. Show 
them that chance had nothing to do 
with it. 

Katy smiles. 

MIKE (CONT’D)
Anyway, good luck out there. 

Mike leaves her office. Katy stands stoically. 

KATY (SOFT)
Thanks, Mike. 

INT. STADIUM - NIGHT

The large stadium is filled with freshman, awaiting the 
speech from Katy. An older administrator in his sixties 
stands at the podium on the stage. 

ADMINISTRATOR
Please join me in welcoming your 
student body president, Katy Allen. 

The crowd CHEERS. Katy walks out cautiously. She shakes the 
hand of the old administrator and settles her notes at the 
podium. The camera zooms in on Katy’s face. She takes a 
breath, and stares upwards to the crowd of young freshman. 
She nods her head slightly.  
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KATY
Hello, future class of 2018. My 
name is Katy Allen, and I’m your 
student body president for tonight, 
tomorrow, and for the entirety of 
this upcoming year. You and I are 
now on a journey together. One that 
will be defined by our challenges, 
not our successes, one that will be 
filled with friends, with 
colleagues, and with teachers, and 
one that we cannot complete without 
each other. I am here to 
emphatically tell each and every 
one of you, that I know that you’re 
not going anywhere, and neither am 
I. 

                                                    FADE OUT. 
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