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This research project represents a literary and cultural analysis that discusses the 
role of the anthology in the creation of the Chicano literary canon. In accomplishing a 
research paper on this topic, extensive library resources and services were implemented. 
The idea for my analysis began as a course presentation of the anthology, La voz urgente: 
antología de la literature chicana en español. As part of my presentation, I decided to 
organize an activity with the class where I brought in as many copies of anthologies 
relating to Chicano literature that were on the shelves the University of Arizona Main 
Library. That is, I wanted the class to survey the anthologies that university housed on 
our field of inquiry to observe their characteristics, organization, inclusions and 
exclusions. This activity proved promising for a deeper analysis.  

As I set out to begin my research, I started with an evaluation of the anthologies 
that existed in the Mexican-American literary field. After creating a list of possible 
anthologies to study with the help of the library catalog, I selected twenty anthologies to 
study in depth. With the help of the library search engine, I was able to refine my 
examination to isolate specific information regarding the corpus of my selection, 
including by author, language, publication date and discipline. This allowed me to jump-
start my analysis by contextualizing and organizing my chosen group of anthologies.  

Secondly, I conducted a literary review through the library website using a variety 
of search methods (WorldCat, subject guides, article and database, and ProQuest) and 
search techniques to find academic works that had already been written relating to my 
topic of inquiry. To my surprise, there was very little written specifically about the 
anthology and its role in the canonization of literature, let alone the Mexican-American 
anthology. The library search agents not only allowed me to survey what analysis already 
existed, but also gave me assurance of the hole my analysis would fill among academic 
contributions in my field. As I selected a theoretical approach to analyze my data, I 
turned yet again to library resources to borrow (through express retrieval, document 
delivery and the interlibrary loan systems) and download critical theories and academic 
works that offered insight and varying perspectives for my analysis.  

Lastly, thanks to the “RefWorks” service also provided through the library 
website, I was able to keep my sources organized while assuring that I had the needed 
information to create citations and form my bibliography. The seamless nature that the 
library offers to citation sites like “RefWorks” makes the research process much less 
daunting. Each time I research, I gain a greater understanding for the resources that exist 
for students and better hone my skills as a researcher and student. Research requires 
constant innovation and learning of the tools and services that exist, and this project 
represents that journey for me. My development and contribution as a graduate student 
would not possible without the resources and services offered through the University of 
Arizona Library. 

   


