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Michaela Brumbaugh  
 

When I first began attending the University of Arizona, my mother encouraged 
me to venture to the library often.  As it became a quiet place to work on my homework, I 
would explore the medicinal plant sections in the Science and Engineering library on the 
third floor, especially R and Q sections, for interesting reads.  Such visits have led me to 
Moore 1979, Kay 1996, and Kane 2006.  I used a pamphlet published by the Hydroponic 
Growers of Tucson in cooperation with the Controlled Environment Agriculture Center 
on their website to come up with ideas for building hydroponic and aeroponic systems.  
The specific plants I wanted to grow I determined based on the books I found in the 
library.   

In a Mexican American Studies class I took during winter break of 2012 to 2013, 
I came across Torres Green Medicine and Folk Healer.  However, when I lost the 
electronic versions I was able to attain copies using the library.  I use the online databases 
often as well.  During one library.arizona.edu (EBSCOhost) keyword search at the 
beginning of October 2013 I found Cardoso et al. 2007.  The searches caused me to learn 
how to refine my keywords and quickly filter out relevant information by reading 
abstracts as opposed to the entire paper.   

During the summer of 2014 while I was carrying out my experiment I found the 
libraries (both main and science-engineering) to be a nice reprieve from the heat of summer.  
It provides a well air-conditioned quiet zone to meet my friends also taking summer classes 
in study rooms as well as to write up data, build graphs, and make notecards for each part of 
my project to be photographed as labels.  It was during the formation of the notecards I 
discovered that the library provides access to large scissors.   

I have been going to the library regularly for the past four years and as I enter my 
senior year I am proud to call the science and engineering library my second home.  Without 
this quiet environment packed with other persevering students I would not have been able to 
crank out so many assignments and study productively.  It provides chargers for my phone 
when I forget my charger, headphones when I forget them, a computer or laptop on the days 
when my own laptop is getting fixed, last minute printing services, access to many databases 
of articles and books (even rare ones in special collections).  My classes have also provided 
helpful in-depth workshops on how to use the databases for my thesis research and medicinal 
plant class term paper.  This project was a culmination of all the tools I have been exposed to 
while going to school here and I am so thankful for this home-away-from-home and all the 
resources that it has provided me. 

 
	  


