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Fulfilling the masters of public health internship requirement is an opportunity to work in an area 

that I’m passionate about- maternal and child health. Particularly related to reducing infant 

mortality- death of a child under the age of one- in resource-constrained settings. With one of the 

highest infant death rates in Africa, Nigeria became a country of interest.  I had learned about the 

Nigerian infant mortality problem, and so I wanted to identify possible solutions. As a result, I 

became very close to the Main and Health Sciences Libraries. With the help of staff and 

resources available at these libraries, I completed a rewarding project.  

First was the literature review, which is necessary to identify common factors associated with 

infant mortality. The vast databases available through the Arizona Health Sciences Library made 

accessing up-to-date peer-reviewed articles possible. I put into practice what I had learned from 

Anabelle Nunez, with regards to creating mesh terms and appropriate keywords when searching 

in PubMed, Cochrane Library, Google Scholar and other relevant databases. From the literature 

review, I understood that medical autopsies are rarely performed to identify causes of infant 

death in Nigeria, neither are death certificates issued. This is primarily because medical facilities 

are not equipped to perform autopsies and most deaths occur outside hospital. However, verbal 

autopsy interviews can be used to identify probable causes of infant death.  I accessed the World 

Health Organization Standard Verbal Autopsy questionnaire on Google Scholar through the 

library proxy site. Inter-Library Loan has also been valuable for requesting important research 

articles that are unavailable online. Refworks citation manager, provided through the library, has 

helped me organize my references. 

I conducted a pilot study on the feasibility of using the World Health Organization Standard 

Verbal Autopsy questionnaire to assess the probable causes of neonatal and post-neonatal deaths 

in Enugu, Nigeria. This study was nested under the Healthy Beginning Initiative (HBI), a 

randomized control trial that examined uptake of HIV testing during pregnancy when conducted 

during a baby shower.  Participants who experienced neonatal and post-neonatal death after 

enrollment into the study were identified. VA interviews were conducted with parents or close 

relatives, of the deceased using the WHO VA tool. A total of 30 neonatal and postneonatal 

interviews were conducted in June and August 2014, in Igbo language, Pidgin, English per 

participant preference. 

Upon returning from Nigeria, I needed to code and analyze the verbal autopsy data. Thankfully, I 

attended the Women’s Health Research Symposium sponsored by the Health sciences library. 

One of the breakout sessions was on Data Management.  I followed up with Chris Kollen who 

ran the session for further assistance with my data entry and analysis. At the analysis phase, I 

found the statistical analysis software packages, SAS and STATA, available at Health Sciences 

library very valuable.  

As I type this essay on a library loan ThinkPad, I am appreciative of how my work is still being 

supported by the UA library resources.   

 


