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“PRE’I%AC'E'
The pu'rpolse'of this .'-'thesisni.s :to‘d‘isc,ovef éhd ‘anaiy‘ze fheﬁ prifnér’y :

interests of the four N’evgr.(jeé ‘wlho;.af.re" currently mé_mber_s Qf.,jth'e ﬁnited -
- States vHo‘use»df RépréséntatiVes*'-V\}il'liam L‘."‘Dawson . AAda'mvélay‘ton
VPowe‘ll, Ir.., . Chérles [e Digg;s.:,J ]r r and‘.‘ Robé_'_rt N.,' C N1X In addition,
I ha.ye att-empteyd.'l'to détré‘rrﬁiné how these Ne;ng Cdngr:essfnen.‘ 'p.elrrf_‘orm
their dutiéé with regard’ltck) t'hc").s.er int'erests';,. In de"c_eﬁniﬁincj the Cc/a‘;_ngres's‘:—
,men's. dﬁties and intere:sbts ‘it is ne'cé.s'sary to_z‘exami'ne the‘ 'so“cial and |
economic vco‘hdit:‘lo‘ns_ Qflthe.disitfi»cts they represent., Itl‘irls also useful |
to discuss the .defic'i‘erj.c":.i.ieisz‘-and ‘assvek_tsv:of" Northem _‘.Negrr{o leadership in
‘detail, |
“ The '_‘fé_u:r Congres s;ﬁeﬁ j‘have1bé‘én-h.e;§lejc’t‘ed :i‘r‘{:‘bo'th" scholarly -
-and pop_ﬁlar ertlng Two of“\the‘m "'(Rotbf‘ert' N:. C . leand Charle,;.:, C.
- Diggs, .]'r.,v) r‘ec;e_viv%fe V:irtﬁall.y. n.o'. coVérage by"theima.‘svs medla : Li‘ttle i -
| .,knolwn of‘,t‘he.gb'al.s';-‘méfhodé,‘an'd 'p;)‘v\'rvef th.e':y -pdssess. The lattgar_ Qppliés‘ -
with equa.I vali.difty.to ‘i?owel-lv_ .an_d Da,v\vrjson, who frve‘que,r.mly receigfe';’;xtte:n;ciQn |
.'by'the mass fne’di'é_, .B'_e.‘c_:ausevcéf. this scholarly and populérv neg_lé_ct,_. I hav:ef
an.al?zvévdth‘e ro'-l‘es‘ of.trheb .lelei Negf‘o"‘Corigréjssmen,‘ ’-thro‘ﬁgv‘h laﬁ eXarﬁiﬂét‘iqn
_of their puiblic, utterances éndiheiir. C.o‘ngre.ssional ‘éct‘iv’iti::é.s .

The ﬁrbblém “of-v the .thési‘ys 1s What are -’-cih‘evrole,As of the Negro . '
Coﬁgressmén? ! What methods and procédurés do the Qonéréssmen,pursue
to see that their high priority inferésté bacome pu.bli,c‘: poli‘cy?':'

iii



 Their voting recor‘ots‘ha\./"'e beén a‘rtalyzed to ascertain the ftelds
in W:hich th'ey' vbt’e-as a bloc. . The flo‘or debate they engage in, Aand 'the‘
- bills they introduce have been te'viewed to detetmine if they follow a
coursve. favorable to Negrro; interésts . |
The lives and a:ct‘ioris; of the Cottgressmen previous to their -
eléction are lchron‘icled,toth.e‘ extent that it is p_oésible it1 order to tgain

insights into their political careers.

Thé a‘.u_thor WOuid like to e'xpresé his iapprfe_ciation tc; tlis '
acj:co‘r‘nplicvé-s before' the 1it'era4r'y. fact. ,AS is.often the cése, he"cannot
- ‘here adéqﬁ‘atély aéknbwledge his indebtédnesé to others. The pontributions
of tho‘s’ej‘Who played some role in the p‘r‘otracted process that has culminated
in thls ttté’sis aré too numefotls to enur'nler’ate.A For. :exé.mple‘,“he canrtot
‘propejr:ly}acknow'lec‘ige his debt to the accbmmodating librarians at the'
'Univétsity ot Arizplna‘,-.or.\ _tQ the acquaintances t/vho have pointed out
various avértues‘of réséércti fot _t‘he autho“r‘to »th.rsue.,

But therg are s'e\fer_abl contribtttiohs without t)vhich this pa?er ,
ﬂcould .not hé\te béén ,Writt:én-; | Ttte author is deeplyindebted to
| Professér Conréd\.Ioi.mer, tlr‘te'.director of the thesis, Whose critical v
eValuatidn on a page—by—pag_e ]'oafsis has been tnvaluable; to t?roféséors
~ Neal Eoughtbn _ansdﬁPa'ul Kélso, thé remaining m-e'rribers 'of‘the'author,':s
Committee,_cjwbhos::ev aé'si‘sltéﬁcé li:sl‘appte‘c;ivate-da; "‘tb P"‘rvof.essor' Ftank.].’Sérauf,‘
_Who.'su.gg’je.-‘sted thlsprOJect, to thléﬁaﬁ?ﬁiotherj préf_essofs who have ‘served:'

v



on the. ali’,lth‘or's: éommittee’; to Mrs Cérfnichael,l 'the( typiéf, Who _has'
.a‘lWays. me-t‘t\h'e gﬁthor's_deadiiﬁe's;' and most :of éll to my bare{n.ts without -
. v‘vhosebin.dul'geﬂce‘ 'a,’rird fiﬁan,éial a_s;.s.‘istén‘ce:this endeaizor x}voulid not have .
beén p;oyséi'ble‘ '

Aé :fo_r' thé‘follbwiﬁg‘j:pape\r i‘tsel‘f‘-; the author cra‘vnv‘c'jnly s‘ay élong .
With»Chéuc.er- s Squ;ife‘, | | | |

.Hold me ‘exvctlis'ed’, if T say ought ‘amiss,
~My aim is good, and lo, my tale is this.
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;deﬁERi
The Ecology Ebf‘. the Nor:thern N'égro' ;
| : ’l;']?h\e “prob‘l‘ervn' of rg‘gia‘l“ Justlce ,-1 »th_ev‘ l'.'Allr‘riﬁerican-"dilemma" to use
GUnﬁ_’ar Mﬁdal'bs phfaSe, has- ]loe'_:e"lx'l‘a contmulng éne in -Am'erica'ny vpbiitics .
At thé pfeénet ;time, ‘the northérn Négrd is not cqnfron.’c“ed with fiéry hatred,
but frorr; a psychological viewpoint he i; confronted Wi‘thsomefhing much |
- worse.: "a sloft éhd pfotéan avxvzare‘niess-; of white superiqrity, e‘verywh‘ere,
11'1 .evéfrythi_n@, ‘the more ih_f,ufi’aﬁng becéuse it 1s asvpolite, 'as i.t-is unpala~- o
_ ‘tablév.:'-"l" T_hi‘.s. feeling m'ig»h'f_ 'be éxpres.s.,ed by the Whi’vcgf as. "nobvody evef
i thbug'hf éuch a thing, mydear; noIf you happen to be a black minstrel
vsrtroll‘i'ng in ‘Bron‘zeville it might bé put,. | |
If you're white, well all fight,
If you're brown, stick around,

If you're black, step back. 5
Step back, step back,. step back.

| Before looking at >the ‘.indirxvfiduévl Congre‘ssmen in;\folv’ed in this
stud:y; aﬁ eixaminatiorll Qf their‘re‘sipvective 'Congréssional distriéts is nec‘es—"
sarir. Thel reasons for examinihé_ the districts are twofolds (1) the ecélogy
of the _districts provideé iclues to fhe type of issues that are important

. to.the Congressmen's constituents, (2) the environment promotes

11\Telson Algren, Chlcago° Cltv on the Make. (2nd ed.,
Sausallto Callforma, Contact Edltlons, 1961), p. .82,

211id .



oertatn types of 1eedership.,
| Be-oause of the'greater atnotmt of material théit ha-s‘been p.ublish,ed:
about the gh_ettos of Neyy~ York erld Chtcego than about those-o"f Detrott andh'_»l
Phil"ar:lelphia'the meteriai presented in thi_S sttldy will deel prtrrlaril? t/trith -
'the ,former.‘ | |
Aroundi 1900, New‘ York t/yas ov‘erbuilt with large epartment_'housee;
One reason for this was that public trenisportation diolhot k"e‘_e'o paoe w1th B
the o"onstruottonm eepecially, on. the 'eas't: sitie of Harlem. C.on_seqlrently,
thls .seotiori;of Herlem contaihed thef-greetesto-oncentration of nevr, emptj} :
:  » apartments. .'Ph‘ilip‘ A, Plc’;ryton}La a Negro real'e s't‘ate‘ agent, ap_pro'a'ched
several of .the White landlordsb thh {hé proposition that he would fill the;ir"
‘ empt? rooms with "rell‘iable colored 'fo'lk,. n3 The suggestion was .eccepted,
and a few house"s‘orl >’13lst Street; east'"ot Lennox ,Aventle” were tak»en»'. over
‘ b’nyegroes‘, v‘The whitérﬁe‘véﬂpi‘e .d:'id not ‘ohﬁ“ectlto the moverrl_erit:unti'l it
began to epreadkwe_st of Lennox Ayen,}le',A Wher_e public trans.por’tation was
reaail‘y‘a.coessibie;" :Pa‘hic(beoah'to"‘de\relop grhong the Whitee,' "Hoﬁse after
house, and block ‘:a:ft’er h‘lock-were de/.sert.ed almost _overnig’ht.‘ Pro_perty
valttes tumbled downward. Today the area has ‘grownl ¢ SO th_et it 'i"s now
g ~bo.u'nd 'on'«the west still by‘ Lehho%: A‘Venue the Harlem RiVer"on the east
135th Street on the north and 130th Street on the south. The houses of . |

1900 that were 1nvol\/ed in the orlglnal controversy are still ex1stent today’.;: o

: 3Gunnar I\/Iyrdal An Amerlcan Dilemma (3rd edo ; l\TeW York“ -
Harper and Brothers, 1944)r p. 1125,




3
: V-Harlem which is Congressfmanlﬁowel’l‘s district ,'has- a popula‘tion‘
1 of 301, 574 "people, packed 1nto a three square‘ mlle area, Wlth the resultlng S
r ‘populatlon den51ty rate per square mlle of 100 524 (see Chart 1) OI these
:‘people 34 559 are whlte and 265 401 are Negro g1v1ng Harlem a Negro

percentage of 88° 5% .

© U Chart 1%

‘Population
District - No of square Populatlon No of Whltes Non—White % of non= |
|Population| mlles in district|- den51ty m dlstrlct Population| white popu-| -
' ' : ‘ : "" lation
301,574 | 3 "1 100,524 34,569 | 265,401 |. 88.5%

" The district has 109,264 households ;‘_t/v.it_h-va- median of 2.2 persons to each ~
. h‘ousehold,' ) Various oc’cupancﬂf s’tatistics;relating to the housing situation
in. Harlem are glven 1n Chart 2

Chart Q%%

Occupancy
Eouseholds Median Median I-I_ousing No of Unoccupied % of Unoccup'i’ed‘ '_ |
- | Persons|Rooms | Units* |  Units __Units
109,264 ' 2.2 ©3.5 1-112,582] - 3,318 2,99
. INo. 'for % for{No. of Owner-|% of Own'er— .. |No., of Renter-| % of Renter—. . .
Sale Sale joccupied uni‘ts‘ occupied unitsjoccupied units) occupied units
31 .02 2,448 2 2.1% 106,816 - 97.9%
*Source’ U S. Census, 1960 Government Printing Offlce Washlng—kw

ton, D. C All population flgures are from the 1960 census, .

. **Source’ U. S. Census, 1950 Government Prlntlng Offlce Washlng—‘ o
, '_ton,7 D C. CAll housmg and occupation figures are from the 1950 Census, due w
“to the non avallablllty of the 1960 flgures° ' :




These households have,; a medién of;S’.,Si rpdrns .

“ v'housi:ng unite is illustrated by_Charts;é.a\nd 4 Lo

- Chart 3
Housing in MSound"* Condition

.The condition bfzthese

No. of Sound .

% of Sound.

No. of Units
lacking hot
or running

% of Such -

Housmg in "Deterlorated" or "Dllapldated"** Condltlon _

INo. in ‘Sound "% in Sound 'Units with Com~{Units with |water, pri-
Condition Condition | plete Plumbing |Plumbing |vate toilet |Units
61,099 . 54% 47,367 77% 13,732 23%
Chart 4

O .. Deterior.ating

% Deteriorating

No. Withcom—
| plete plumbing

% with com~
plete.plumbing

39,306

L 34%

27,435

1 69%

No. of Units:
lacking hot
or running -
water, pri-
vate toilet

% of. ysuch'

Units

No. Dilapidated

% Dilabidated

31%

12,177

12%

11,781 -

‘The ‘problem' of discussing the social-economic aspects of 'the' '

Negro is "expressed by James P. Conant,

only sllght defects, such as- lack of paint.

"It is difficult if not impossible

"Sound " housmg is deflned as that Wthh has no defects or

%k ' '
A "deterloratmg " h@usmg unit is defined as one that needs

no repalr other than would. be prov1ded in the course of regular mamtenance.
A "dllapldated" housmg unit 1s de-

'flned as one that does not provrde safe and adequate shelter.

An example would be broken plaster.



to get statistics about school onrolmeot and'employmebnt‘ in terms-..of the
categ,ori_evs‘vv\rhite »and‘ No'gro T ‘undetétan.dj tl‘to reason for th’e‘ete'c.tto'n. ofr'.'“ B
this road block, jout I suoges:tthat in the tntores‘ts of the Negro theﬂms‘e"lves 7
it is time to remove it." | |

James Baid_win&'born and raised in Harlem, recently authored an =
article,ort the section ;as it'is today. He ‘haé fo‘und that a m.i'nority of the
inhabitaoto aro fanatical churohfgoérs, belorigirig to the.' mOte extrérne -
"Holy Roller" sects. A greator number of the inhabitants, héattily con-
centrated in the younger >set’£f are "Mosiemé " by "affiliation or syﬁ‘lpathy‘
that they are tmitéd’ by nothing more-~and rtothing' less-~than a 'tlat‘rod: o
of the white wo‘rrld anol all its Works; "5 They_ore présent at. every “Buyt :
’ Black'f 'stroét Vcorher moeting4-meetings at which the Negto ;iSf' told to'sh.un
the non—biack owned Horletn ']ousinesses . 'l'Neitvher the speaker nor his
‘ hearers. can do,-th:t.s . Of course ,,i otlnoe Négi]‘ro-'es‘ do ‘not ov_tr_n.G'e'nérall‘ Motors
or RCA or ttle A& P, nor, :LndeedJr do‘ they own more ‘t:han a tvholl? insufficient N
fraction of énYthing elsem Har‘levr'n‘ (those thﬁat do ‘ow_ri an.yth:tngare more
intere.sted 1n their profits than in their fellows u),“?

At leaét,theipeople who flght the W.hite vow’riership are ,évl:i'v’e. 'Wit_hj

spirit, which is to be _commended;' since many of the younger generation

. 4Iamés B. Conaht Slums and Suburbs (New York McGraW-Hlll
Book Company Inc., 1961)t p. 38. .

5Iéurnes Baldwm, Nobodv Knows Mv Name (an ed., I\Tew York,
The Dial PressJE 1961), p. 50. : .

'—GIbld,.,; p. 58.




6
. have giVQIl",upo. -"Tl’}e‘y s»T_:ay,home_ and %/vatchl the TV screen,'living on thé'
l‘e-affliri‘gs‘bf thelr 'paqr»»e.n;t_s'éP cﬂbouisins., brotvhe'ré‘or unclest ‘and onlif leave ’
the hoﬁ;se to go. t'o‘ the rr'iovies_; or to 'the nearest bar. ',l7 -Some retreat evén
farther than the TV ‘or'.th'e béro | "Thére ‘aré those Whp are simioly srii':t‘i_ng on
o the ‘stoops; 's_fcohéd',; animated for a moment only, and hideously, by the .
a‘pbro‘ac'h of someOn.e to 1Qnd txh'evm money. for a‘ ix' or by thé apprQacfl of |
‘ someéhe from: .Whom'they can pu'rchars'e it. One of the shre_wd oneyvs, on the

way to prison, or just.coming out." . The reasons that most Negroes do

not own businesses are interwoven with prejudices directed against them. =

It appears "'t‘o, be true that Negroles_find it difficuit to déVelop
'sa\}ing practices, _failing to ﬁold on to é sufhétlus thaf can be used as
‘c;:a'pi‘tévl;:'_fai'ling.‘;cQ‘.tvfa‘nér.nit tQ childre_n‘ a. nest eég thatw1ll perm‘it —them.tp
A stér’; 11fe above thé,bére subéi‘st"ehce level. ' This inability to save is -
C;;a‘u_s:edA in pért b‘y the'p'eculilaf pétterﬁs of c‘onsumler expeﬁditure int'hih the
grollb rledey have Wés’t‘eful spending 'h‘a"bi't‘s, The Negroes in I—Iarlem‘g who
4hav'e litfle ‘mo:ney,,,iSpend what they*dd]‘f‘la\'/‘e‘oh such glmmlcks és'arébmade_ -
‘ 'a\‘/ﬂ‘ailable to themo These inc-lp.de "Wi dér TV écréensf more ."faithfulr" |
"hi—fi Sets, "more. p@Werful" cars, all of whiéh are\lworh out by thé time
,'.the'fir}l‘anlce';-.p‘.o,;r;’pén‘y is satt'i‘»s-ﬁrf.w’gecli.‘.T .Aqyon.e; V\;ho has ,eVelf“ "S.Erugg,leci with |
poverty knows how extremely expensive it 18 to be poor; and if one is a

'_ member of a céptive“ populatibri, economically sp_eakingg one's feet have
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be‘en placed on the _treédmiil'forever “9 - The réc'ollec"tion of long periodé» )
of "doing without™ érﬁ;dﬁrageé wild é‘p'é'»ndipg Wheﬁ money is .acquirede
However, ,.behind this; "Ilieé a :pére geﬁera'l; s'e:nﬂse-of insecurity aﬁd“un—v‘
pertain_ty‘ abéﬁt the -future"v thét W’A‘e‘aklénsﬁ an in‘czjelnt'ivbe for saving.. Withoilt.’
having defined dbtainablé 'objects anci without hope, a_t_t’imes,v of y-:i‘mprove-
ment, it appéarsfutilél to ecbnomizé and smé'r’c to seek) the imm‘e'dia.te
pleasure of canumption, W10

The Négro slums appéér to \/"arvy-with regard to their soc‘i‘al' mores.
In some places constant g_ang’ﬁvvgrfare'is tvhe'j favorite pastime of 't’he‘ g‘roup‘-,' .
Th_is vicious .ﬁaractice is not édnfinéd fo the' boys. Outs;ide;the schools,
the girls beco'me‘embr“oiled 1n cruel _:diéputes? |

Cne Junior High school pri.n'cipal in a Negro slufn' had his eighth
grade éirls- fill out a que_stiqnnaire ci’t>ing their biiggest;vpro‘b.lem, The |
majority replied that it "was gétting; :ﬁl;dm the street into thelr apartments
without being moiestqd in tl’ipe‘.‘jhallway of t_hé" fenemenf. wll The principal
continued, in a cléssic unvderstaterri‘eﬁtg: that an unusual .s”e't of social ‘mofes
~was evident there. The WOmén'work and eaArn fair’l‘yrgoociuwages but the male o
Negro ‘often earns less than the Womaﬁ ahd,'would rather n.,‘dtiwork at all ‘th.an

be seen in that gitua’tiori. As a consequence, "the ‘streets are full of

9bid., p. 62. -

10O‘scar Handlin, Race and Nationality in American Life
(Garden City, New York: Doubleday Anchor Books, 1957), p. 73.

1100nant,ﬁ op. cit., p.. 19.
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uheﬁployéd men _whé i’%ang around ﬁnd prey on the girls. I‘Ee wom»en'are'-. |
the centers of tk41e fazfn;ilir and, as a rule, théy are Zéx;tremel_y loyél'té th_.ey
children. The men are the floaters, .and mahér cﬁildfen have no _idea Who
their father is."12 |

Thé 1960 census reveals thét unémployment amo'nq Negroes 1n

New ,Yérk Qity is considerabiy greate.r‘than white 'ﬁnemplgyment. :The Negro
has an 11.8% unemploymen’; rate as comparéd to’"a 7% white ‘rate; D'ﬁriﬁg_ '
the pr'epafatioﬁ for a conierenge or;\ unémployéd youtvh in’ _ufban éreas‘ m fhe :
spriﬁg of 1961,:'86\‘/'61'&1 studies were macie vof 1arge A‘me‘r";icar; Negfo__ slums.
The study for <;:ne city féunci the total of 59,%7 of the male .yc‘)uth.between the
ages- of 16 and Zi to be-:out of sphboi and uhemployéd. (anthe boys Who
grad'uat'ed frqm_high school 48% we_re‘un-employed, in‘con‘trast tb 63% un— -
erﬁploymen’t of th‘é boys who had dropped out 'of school‘,: | In another City
even a worse state of affair’s:'existé . ‘Therle_. thé survey show's th.a‘“t 70% of
the boys aﬁd girls betWéen 16,'and 21 var»e b_o‘;h out of ‘sc‘hofol,and'uvnemployevd ,'13 ‘
The common a‘rgur.nent' for staying in school-;bettér guarantee of future
economic secﬁrityf;cannot'bé used vwit'h the Negroes. ‘The‘re 15 bnly‘ 15%
lesrs unemplo'yment a‘mong those Who fi’nished the'ilf schoéling‘ than amémg
those who did not do s.o‘., : |

| -VIn aﬁalyzing the problem of unem?loymeﬁt in'a slufn the enti‘re‘

environment of the p"eopl'e must be taken into cons’ideration} "for thé

12Ibid.

I

w

Ibid., p. 33-34.



community and fam'iiy‘baCkgrovn<nd play a large role in determining .

N scholasti‘c achi‘e’vement . "14

'-One survey found that "One—third -ofthe

puplls in the school came from homes ‘which had no father, step—father T

or ma‘le‘ guardian

and only 33'% 'had completed“the elementar‘y s‘chool, "

15

. The educational

- condltlon of the Negroes in New York is 1llustrated by Charts 5 and 6.

~Chart 5 ‘ '
Educatlon (Ages 5 to 24 1nclu51ve)

Only 10% of the parents had graduated from. h1gh school

- IEducational

‘No.. with

% .With o

|

o : : S No. with % Wlth‘

: TOtaltNro_.; 1Median of = Total | No Edu- No Edu-| 8th grade 8th grade|.
Non-white | Non-white ' |Median |cation  ication |only lonly
223,270 7.7 |.8.3.]24,365 | 10% |19,580° | 8%
{No. of High School|% of High School No. of College % of College|
: Gradu_at'es' | Graduates -~ ~_Graduates | Graduates

28,065 12% 41,850 7%
Chart 6 ‘
Educatlon (Over Age 25)
- L | Educational o No. withi % w1th -No, with | % with .

«Total No. | Median of | Total |No Edu- |No Edu-| 8th grade| 8th grade
Non-white| Non-white | Median|cation : jcation | only . only

475,595 8.6 | 9.1 314p3453 3% | 77,710 | 16%

No . ,of High School
Graduates

% of High School
Graduates

No of College
Graduates

%,,bf; College| .

79,645 "

Graduates,
3% -

16% -

14,320

It would be wise to‘.examine the type of labor performed. by the

Negro.

A study‘undertaken’- for E‘sguire Magazineba,few years '.'ago revealed. ..
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‘that the oCcuﬁation vx%hich ;Americaﬁé-regafded as‘having tﬂe’ highe‘st status
was tha’; of architgct, The Negro has not madne his influen‘ce felt in fhi‘s
profesé_ioh, for theré are only_ 36 4colore<‘:1 ‘afchi,tects in Nev‘v‘ York Q.?Lty, .
‘The Negro does not féfe better in other pfe’sfig‘e or rﬁiddle class oc‘c_u_pa‘tiqns .
Negrores’ contribute only 52 to‘the field of s.'o'crial science. Ironic;allyt the
Negro's pli(jht ié the .principal .topic of research aﬁd study; among social
"sci"enti"sts and .yet ‘he is not "even p'res“ent to beﬁéfit from the graﬁts of the
foluridat.‘»t‘ion‘r let <alon‘e'1:o ‘cqntfibute"irl.sigﬁt vi‘vnto the probléms that conff'qnt _'
_his race (see Chart 7). The survey of oégupations in New York City in |
which t‘he Negro is éénspicuous.,byvhié abuserice.vwc.)uld_ ihciude plant '
nrlarrﬂgyergs‘r teachefs‘,, lawyérs>p‘ app.re‘ﬁ{i‘ce:’c;raffsmén;A boilef—maker"s,'.
_electriéiéns . réilro.adtbrake;nenf a‘nd‘fife‘m(‘en° T(here, are sbme occupatioﬁs,

, - Chart 7
~Occupational Categories

: : No. of Whites | No, of Negroes | % of Negroes
Architects ol 2,997 : 36 . 1.2
Lawyers | 25,507 221 8.6
Social sciences -~ 3,565 | . 52 1.4
Teachers 17,352 402 2.3
Farmers & Farm Managders| * 5,051 . | 104 - 2.0 -
Male Bookkeepers 114,233 : 218 1.4
Boilermakers o 1,029 | 48 4.6
Airplane Mechanics - 6,168 | 102 1.6
Electricians - | 720,154 : 550 2.7
Apprentice Graftsmen = | .. 5,408 . 139 1.5
Railroad Brakemen , - - | 11,035 . - |° 125 1.1
Laundry Workers ] 19,410 ' 7,345 37.0
Taxicab Drivers L 438,412 ©- 4,383 11.4
Truck Drivers =~ | = 82,580 . 7,811 9.5
Auto Mechanics 30,715 3,956 - 12.8
Female Household Help |- 99,043 - 56,631 57.1
Janitors . | 49,780 | 33,643 67.5
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however; vvhich compare in nurnber Wlth the vvhites . By doing thls he _doe_vs-
not help hlmself, but inste_ad, accomp'lishes the onposite. "“Why, o'bv.iously;
v:vthe Negro is infe’rior;. look at t-he johs he performs. " l.ooking at.those jobs‘-
one finds the.-Negro is entrenohed ln:the laundriest .inthe taXioab driving
ocoup.atlon; truck driving ," auto meoihanio'_shg f‘emale vhouse'hold heln_and‘
Ajanit’ors'.‘ | 2 | | L

N ' Th‘e income 'thatv'the Negro‘.garners from bthe posltionsAhe"‘occupiesy\
lS appalli‘ndly lovv,. "'The economic pro-hlem“for the "Negro-has alvva"ys :beenf
great. In 1939 49% of all Negro males between 25 and’ 64 earned less
- than $500 a year in comparlson to a 17% flgure for whites. | As recently'
as 1954\kthe median income of no'n—white 'fa'milies was a low $2',410';

Wh’lle. that of the vvhite fam'ili:es was $4,339. ‘Even Ne'gro ooll,ege gradua'tee ‘
are at a[relative Vd‘isadvantage; In 1947‘, "Only4one'Out of every 20 h‘a‘d-‘an‘
annua-l inoome of more ‘than .S;E,‘;OOO',_While one_xo‘ut»of every Siv\{h‘:‘rte‘foollege] o
dradu‘ates earned thief inco'r;n‘_e;,‘"_ ‘Dvurlng the 1958 rec,ession,' one out_ o’fr}'

| . every seven Negro Workers Was unemployed as compared to unemployment
of one out of every 15 whltee 16 (See Chart 8 for: comparlson of Negro
unemployment figures) . The '1950 ce'nsue ‘for' NeW‘ York City revealed t'hat.
:out of 560, 000 Negroes recelvlng 1ncome 126 106 had 1ncomes of less ‘

| than; $l_~5000'a year. (See Gharts 8 and 9)

16Seymour M. Llpset "Trends in Amerlcan Soc:1ety,
An Outline of Man's Knowledqe of the Modern ‘World, ed. by
Lyman Bryson Nelson (Garden Clty, New York Doubledayt Inc e
1960} P 399 .
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. v - Chart 8
Negro-White Unemployment Comparison

- Percent of Negro Unemployved|Percent of White Unemploved
New York , 11.8 : 7.0
Chicago ~11.39 © 5.0 .
Detroit | - . 11,9 7.8
{Philadelphia . 13.5 7.3
Chart 9
-Income
: . ‘ : Number Percent
- Less than $1,000.a year | 126,106 | . 28.0
$5,000 to $6,000 a year 2,160 | .3
$6,000 to $7,000 a year’ 695 L1217
$7,.000 to $10,000 a year| - 860 . .10
Over $10,000 a vear 740 . L .13

The Negro in New York and elsewhere is caught in a vicious
circle--he cannot become well-educated without a conducive environment, .-
~ he cannot achieve a good environment without additional income, and he

cannot earn more income without a good education.
CHICAGO

Pridr:to'Vlv‘S‘)15;'1\T‘_e<jro:e’é'fl’i\:7\ed m @r&;'ctically every ?ortion of the"c;it.y..ﬂ :
However.,} as iﬁ{NeW‘(York, sééreéati‘éh iné:réased as the yearé'of the ZOtf;_, r.
Cen’t-uijy céntinuecio . ‘The' hist‘o.ry of the éxpénsion of the éouth side bla‘-ck., SEN
belt or "'ernze belt f‘ ha‘s run the full gamut of Negfo héusing headaches;: |
The continual _iﬁ_flux of véouthem 1\>T'e?g'ryoes <in‘to thé increasingly segrega_t_ed. : ..
section has caﬁsed é doubling up of families. The taking in of 1odgerls,

the .QonversiQn of palatia'l.,homes and apartments into tiny flats, the



13 ‘
crpi}\}ding of'ah'ehfi‘re family into a single roorh ahd 't_he spiraling‘upward
;ofi fe_nté' to chrr‘eSpond With th'e. 'brogre‘,s s‘iiv_ély dqwhward tren;(.i in qvu.ali‘tyv
received for 'mQ'n_‘e"y Speh.t, the ,care’l‘ey;sg énd'i_ca-l-:lou‘s‘ attitude of the heéith '
o ‘a:n‘d, sanitary autvho'r‘itie‘é‘.ftOVv’érd fhe Negro's pl"ightv‘i's'especially ,ser‘ious,

3 cbhsidering thé ‘_vf‘a(";t that in ma»,nyicase,s. the Négro is "ignoraht ,Of the:
‘_]'.Htri'CaCVieSl‘ of life ’:J'Ln"an industrial complex. 17
."”Light ihdust‘ry,lwholesale Vc’:QI-n‘mercial e-_s»tablishme'h't's,, ga-mbling,‘
and vice resorts have'heeh pu'shihg fhe Negré' furthéjr andr further south from
'.the o-rigih'él majér downtde a.rrea, .'Th‘e holdincj of 1ahd ‘forA specula'tioh,‘ the
Yhig:h C_ost.-t;f building, an‘dl the 1a¢k'pf capital have left V"thvge éaps hof‘

vacant land in the midst of the most overcrowded Negro areas in the northern

18

" half of th.e’_hlack‘belt', ' ‘The whites s'trenuoﬁsly‘re‘,éist any Negro expan-
« sion¢ ye’t 'they fefuée to fill fhe 'va{caht space‘.s' with huild’ing-s_, This
| -reshi’ts in :an-inipqssiblé housmg sitUéfiqh—.
Whlte ‘resistanéé’ to -Néqroés visA c;a_usfing Chicag*o ‘tc; pa"y a s"b_it‘tei;‘ ‘
pfic.e foh the way .:fhe Sodth has pushed around the Negro and for <5u‘r ov\‘mi |
| "(Ghicagﬁ);,failur'e"»tdiful'ly acce{jpt him’. Most of the 263‘, 000 'personé‘ on |
| ‘helief 1n thcago (monfhly CGS%:;, $13 ;780‘0 ',{-OOO)VarerI\T‘elg'roes ;"19 ";We are

pavying the pfric,ey of Qﬁr.férebearst- " states Phillip A. Houser, headlof the .

Sééidlogy:De‘partm'ent‘ of the 'Uriiver_'sity of Chic;_ago, ‘When the Negro was- .

1 (,Myrdal, op. cit. ,‘jp."'fl ‘1’27.'
181hia.

Igchhicé‘go' Daily News, Dec. 6, 1961, p. 3.
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‘brought to America as'a slave, "African forms of family life were wiped out, -

Slavery made organiz»edﬂ_‘f'_ar‘hily life I‘Lir'lévailableftﬂo' ,’thfNe"gré. Husbands, |

wives and children were separated. The Negro was never given the chance

to acquire what we consider to be moral sexual behavior or family life. ™.

Indeed,. ‘fhe was bred for the profit’of_the owner like a domesticated

animal. "

20

As in New York, because of the whites" faj lure to break the

vicious circlie which binds hj‘.m,- the Negro remains on the bottom rung of

. America's social ladder. This predicament can be illustrated by an

examination of Chicago's "Bronze Belt. '

' Congressman 'Dawson's district -

contained 323 ,:OOO Negroes in 1‘950,»but bjl960 ’t_hé 'populétion had

decreased 27. 3%, or to 235,000 peoples - These people are crowded into

13 square miles, with the re’sult‘ing population density per square mile of

26,133 people (see Chart 10).

Chart 10
‘Population
: ‘ \p ' C : % of Non- - ‘
Digtrict No. of square opulation No. of Whites|Non-whitelwhite popu-
Population miles in district]| density in district Populationjlation
less,000 | 13 . | 26,133 | 18,600 214,000 | 92.19

‘Hous'eholds‘i’n.'tfhe' district'n‘iﬁnber 75,300 (see Charts 11, 12 ‘and‘ )

13). The follow-ing charts illustrate the housing situation of the Negro in

Chicago.

201pid .




Chart 11
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Chart 12
Housing in "Sound" Condition

Occﬁqpancy
_ ‘ IMedian |Median Housing|{No. of unoccupied | % of 'undcd‘upied
Households|Persons |Rooms |Units .. | units units
75,300 | 2.4 | 3.4 78,653 | 2,171" 2.7
|No. for|% for |No. of Owner-{% of Owner- |No. of Renter-|% of Renter-
- |sale Sale |occupied Units|occupied Units|occupied occupied
| 38 .04 6,485 8.6 68,835 91.4%

No. of Souﬁd

% of Soqnd

No. of Units
lacking hot

Housing in "Deteriorated™ or "Dilapidated® ’Condi’tion'

. o C “lor running ‘
"INo. in Sound|% in Sound|Units with com~ Units with com-|water, pri~ [%of such
Condition  |Condition: |plete Plumbing  |plete Plumbing |vate toilet [Units -
149,665 61% | 37,195 74% ¢ | 12,470 26%
. Chart 13 -

- INo. Deteriorating

% Deteriorating

No. with com~
plete plumbing

% with com-
plete plumbing

27%

10

47%

22,630

630

pr running ) : IR I
“jwater, pri- | % of such|No. Dilapidated |% Dilapidated
- lvate toilet Units ' ‘

o. of Units
lacking hot

12,000

53%

6,358

9%

o The major problem of education for the Negro is no less serious

_in’Ch‘i:,cago'thari in New York (‘see‘-Charts‘ 14 and 15).




 Chart 14 : ,
Education (Ages 5 to 24 -inclusive)

16

Educational] . [No. with|% with |No. with |% with
Total No., |median of |Total |No Edu- |No Edu-!8th grade|8th grade
Non-white|Non-white |[Median|cation cation ‘|only only
148,750 | 7.3 8.1 | w4740 | 11% 12,195 8%.

No. of High School{%. of High School |No. of Colleﬂgg‘% of College
__Graduates Graduates Graduates Graduates
16,230 - 10% 980 7%

Chart 15
Education {over Age 25)
]  [Educational No. with[% with |No. with|% with
Total No. |median of |[Total |[No Edu- [No Edu-|8th grade|8th grade|
Non-white [Non-white Median|cation cation jonly only ‘
306,555 8.6 9.6 | 6,280 | 2% | 52,655-] 17%"

iNo. of High Scho‘olb
‘ Graduates

% of High School
Graduates

No. of College
. Graduates_-

% of College
Graduates

45,970

-15%

8,910

3%

The occ'upa"'ciénavl pattern found in Chicago is also similar to that

found in New York (see Chart 16). The Negro predominates in the menial

occupations and is poorlif represented in the prestige categories. In the .

craftsman group, Negroes are again very much in the minority. In the

operative category the number of Negroes is increasing. The service

category also include*s:large'numbers of Négroes..
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Chart 16
Occupational Categories

No. of Whites |No. of Negroes | % of Negroes
Architects 1,296 8 : .03
Lawyers . 4,449 - 218 I 3.2
Social sciences : 1,351 26 1.9
Teachers = - 6,451 - ‘ 401 . 5.3
Farmers & Farm. Managers 10,478 1., . 23 - 2.1
Male Bookkeepers' Lo7e,2120 0 | 69 1.0
" |Boilermakers ' _ 2,234 |- 64 2.7
Airplane Mechanics - | =~ 821 ‘ 7 .8 3
Electricians - , 15,058 265 i 1.7
Apprentice Craftsmen’ 7,714 119 : 1.5
- |Railroad Brakemen - .8,625 187 2.1
 |Laundry Workers S 3,275 . 3,312 50.4
|Taxicab Drivers ' 10,634 1,386 1 - 11.5
|Truck Drivers - 83,980 | - 4,173 7.1
Auto Mechanics - 15,745 ' 2,372 13.0
Female Household I—Ielp 17,064 | 15,421 . 47.4
1 .

Janitors ' SR 23,303 - 14,183 62,
On-tjne' ]nésis of thesé figuﬁres if is not sullrprising‘to leérn that |

income's are‘ below average (seé C’hért 17). Out of a totra‘l‘ of 268,490
pérsons rec,e*iving' incomé, over one: quaﬁer of them are elarnincj less than
$1,000 pér year »Thei'r medi"an incérne is $1,902a year. It shcnld be
emphasized tnat the abové ‘figures'vneffllect individualé, n_o't‘ farnily -inddme,
and thus indicéfe a sliéhtly darker picture thén exists in‘.ireality, for many
families have more fhan one _breadv{}inner. As an‘exarnpl'e,'one fecent study ’
made in. 1956 indicdted that. there Wére nn estimated 5897 Negro families

in Chicago earning more than $10;000 pér year. 21

le\Tatlon'al" Housing Inventory of 1956 (U.S. Bureau of the
Census, Nat Housing Inventory. .Chicago Supplement,
Bulletin No. 4} : ' : ‘
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Chart 17
Income
' . Number ! Percent _

Less than $1,000 a year. | 60,100 - | 22.0%-
1$5,000 o0 $6,000 a year | 1,405 T 1/2%
$6,000 to $7,000 a year | - 1,100 | . 4%
$7,000 to $10,000 a year 520 | L 2%
Over $10,000 a year 375 " . 15%

DETROIT -

‘_The 13th Cong_r'essivor'lal‘district o f I\/Iichigari, representéd by
~Charles Diggs, ‘encompaSse_‘sA 17 ‘scﬁﬁare milés,- including 268,040 péopl‘e_

~ within its limits, in 11960N as 'cqmparted With:345',341 in 1'9510 (see

Chart 18). .
" Chart 18
Population
_ ‘ : U . - % of Non- -
- [District - |No. of square {Population|{No...of Whites|Non-white|white p‘opu—f.
Population |miles in district{Density in district Population lation ’
268,040 17 | 15,761 | 133,135 133,205 50.3%

Thié redqction cbns'titutes a _loss‘of 22.4%. The district 1s almost evenly

divided between the whites- and Negroes with the latter {(50. 3%) having a

‘ slighfedée. | | | | |
8 iioUsehQ.ldls"rilimb,‘e:f"96,.154 and ‘béntain 257,415 péopl‘e,_re‘sultingvyp-

in an éyav‘er‘ag.e of 2_.‘.6‘8.‘pellrsv'ons' per hdus‘ehold (see Chart 19) . Thé 'distfi'ct_' -

" has 109,045 'housing_ units, of Whi;:h_ZS . 4% are ow‘.ner—'occupiéd'., over

.

three times the figures for New Yotk or C.hicago, Seventy—'—hine percent



* of the units are classified as. "so}tin.d" (see Chart 20)

g

]_9”‘ .o

- Eighteen perceht

~.are claséifi'ed as being in »"d_ete_'riorate’vd"‘-fcdhditi"o‘h (see Chart 21}, -

I—Iousmg 1n "Sound " COHdlthl’l

Chart 19
“Occupancy
: . Median Median I—-Iousi'ng N‘o_. of Unoccupied|% of Undccupied
Households Persons|Rooms |Units’ Units Units
96,154 | .2.1 | 3.8 [109,045]. ~ 12,891 11%
~INo. for % for|No. of Owner= [% of Owner=: ANo. of Renter— |% of Renter-
Sale  '|Sale occupled Units o.ccupiedenits occupied Units occupvied Units
254 | .2, 24,437 | 25.4% 71,717 74.6%
Chart 20

No. of Souﬁd

% Vof ‘Sot.md

|No. of Units
. tlacking hot
or running

No. in Sound %"in Sound |Units with com-{Units with |[water, pri-
Conditidn Condition . |plete plumbing {Plumbing |vate toilet |Units
87,143 | 79% 76,767 89% 10,155 | 11%

‘ Chart 21

Housmg in. "Deterlorated" or "Dllapldated Conditioh ‘

- [No. Deteriorating

% Deteriorating

_No_ . with com~
plete plumbing

%. with- com-
plete plumbing

18%

-18,188 4,614 38%
No. of Units |
-lacking hot
or runnfng
© | water, pri- |[% of such o _
-|vate toilet {Units = |No. Dilapidated|% Dilapidated
13,574 ' 62% 3,714 3%

% of suchi o
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The censns bureau affixed the classification :"‘dAilapidated“ to 3% of the
units. ».’,";['he med‘i‘an number ot rooms pe‘r ‘unitrwae fonnd_ to be 3.8 and the}
| median n;hmber ef persone was 2 1.

’ }The tollewing figttree are net‘ b'ro];en b.dewn into Congressional
dietricts | ‘fhe census reveals that there are 87 970 people between the
ages of. flve and 24 1nclu31ve in- Detrort as-a Whole (see Chart 22) Sllghtly
over 12%-of them have had no education, with only one—half of one perc_ent
of them ha\ring, _eompteted college. The educational medtan was found to - |
be 7.5 *}ea'r»s f‘or those otfer age .ZS the edti'cational_ median is slightly
‘hlgher,78 6 years (see Chart 23)

Chart 22 . :
Educatlon (Ages 5 to 24 1nclu51ve)

{Educational ~  [No. with]% with [No. with [% with

|ITotal No Median of |Total - [No edu~- |{No Edu-|8th grade|8th grade
Non-white| Non-white |Median cation |cation |only - “lonly
. 87,970 7.5 8.0 | 10,620 | 12% | 7,510 | 8.4%
No. of High School} % of High School | No. of College | % of College
Graduates ~ Graduates 7 Graduates Graduates
8,860 10.7% | 480 5%
' Chart 23 .

" Education (over Age 25)

{Educational ' N‘o. with|[% With INo. with {% with

Total No. Median of {Total ' |No Edu- |No Edu-|8th grade|8th grade
Nonfwhite Non—whlte Median|cation’ catlon only __lonly ‘

180,645 8.6 | 9.9 | 3,470 | 2%. | 27,585 | 15%
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Chart 23 (cont.)
Education {over Age 25)

No. of»I—Iigvh SChOOLf % of High School [No. of College |% of College
Graduates Graduates ., | Graduates Graduates

35,595 | 18% | 5,785 | 3%

Prrofessiovnral“ ahdlteéhniCal jo‘bb categorie's (see Chart 24} in Detroi;c'
fe_veal fevwb Negroe_‘s, fhefe being only. 4 afchited:s, 71 lawyers and 144
't‘e‘ach‘ers . This s‘ituation in tﬁe clerical catégory 1s no bei; ter for there are
4 énly -24. Négro b‘oo‘kkee"‘p‘er's A'L the 'craftsirﬁan .-‘and foremah_ lgvel, the
‘ Vn-urr'll;‘er'convtinu‘e-s_v to be small’, and the equélﬁiy:sma‘tll number of apprentic‘e'sy |
indicates this situétioﬁ will not soon be alleviated. ‘ The sér!zice category
' .is'-the only éhe in Wh’(icrﬁ the Negro predpfnihat_ed. The Negro comprises
over 55%.of the household workers qﬁd' la_rcjj'e'_ "p_e»r‘centagesb‘of‘ waiters and
jiéni"c'ors .

Twenty~two pércent of the 'tQtal inéome—recéiving‘ -Negfoes earn
less than $1,0.00 per year (see Chart 25). In contrast with this is the
o fa.ct‘v that less thain orie f.ifth of a bergént earn more ‘than $10,000 @er year.
The"mediari' ingome' m ;Z-Détroi’vc. is $2 1‘290, ’o}’r' $7‘00 less than 'Efle $3f',OOQ
in_cémé fiéure for white’-s . The Negro 's p}-ace , as evi‘denced by tﬂese
figures, Vca'n be summed ﬁp in. o‘ne sentenée. i"Th'e Negroes, more truly

‘ghan any other group in our population, represent a true proletariat, "

22Peter Odegard and E I—Ielms . Amerlcan POll’LlCS (an ed

L New York° I—Iarper and Brothers[ 1947) D 352



Chart 24 -

Occupational Categories

No. of Whlte S

No. of Negroes

% of Negroesi

Architects 598 3 .50
Lawyers 3,254 71 2.1
Social sciences - 475 6 1.2
Teachers - 4,191 144 3.2
Farmers & Farm Managers, = 4,702 50 1.0
Male Bookeepers 2,137 20 .9
‘|Boilermakers . 370 25 6.3
Airplane Mechanics 307 -6 1.9
Electricians ‘ 7,591 158" 2.0
Apprentice Craftsmen 3,441 - 74 1.9
Railroad Brakemen 1,709 . 16 .9
Laundry Workers 1,475 - 1,431 47.7
Taxicab Drivers - .4,654 109 2.3
Truck Drivers 29,478 1,711 5.4
Auto Mechanics 16,285 1,391 7.8
Female Hou,sehold Help 8,468 1,027 11.9
Janitors 8,933 6,490 45.0
" Chart 25
 Tncome

. : Number - Percent

Less than $1,000 a year 36,000 22.0

$5,000 to $6,000 a year 1,285 .7

$6,000 to $7,000 a year 435 1/4%

$7,000 to $10,000 a year 385 1/5%

285 1/5%

Over $10,000 a year

PHILADELPHIA

Twelve ‘s"'qua'r‘e”miles; containing 314,909 people (see Chart 26)

'comprisés the 4th Congressional District of Robert Nix.

In his distriqt .

és in the other three, population had declined since 1950. The population o

loss totals 7.4%.
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‘ :‘I\_Tinefcy—three.‘"t'lfio'usand households contain over 360,000 people,

with resulting popuiétion per household of 3.28 persons (see Chart 27) .

Chart 26

] 664

Population -
B e % of Non- |
District No. of squ'are‘ Population|No. of Whites|Non-white|white popu-]
Population | miles in district|{densify  |in district - |Population -Iatior; '
314,909 S12 | 26,242 83,225 231,684 | 73.8% |
_ Chart 27
Oc':cupanc;y
, ‘iMedian |Median{Housing No,of“Unqccupied' % of Unoccupied|
Households|Persons{Rooms - |Units Units Units
93,692 :| 2.7 | 4.7 {100,871 7,179 7.1%
'[No. for|% for|No., of Owner-|% of Owner-. |No. of Renter- |% of Renter--
|Sale .|Sale |occupied Units occupied . Units occupied Unitsjoccupied Units
66%| ¢ 40,595 43.1% | 53,097 . 56.9%

-Seventy—éix percent of ’;h“e' units are classed as "sound, " the ‘second highest

found in the study (Seve Chart 28). Almost 95% of these units are listed as

having complete plumbing facilities, another examp.le'of the better living

conditions found in this distriét, The remaining 5% lack either hot water,

running water-or a private toilet. TWenty-oné percent of the units bear

the tag "deteriorated" ‘C‘énd_i"’:tionv(se;e Chart 29). Three percent are listed as

"dilapidated. "



 Chart 28

Housing in "Sound™ Condition

24

% in Sound

INo. of Sound

% of Sound

INo. of Units

lacking hot
or running

: I—Iou'sing in "Deteriorated™ or "Dilap'id‘a-ted" Condition

i . No. with com-|% with complete]
No. Deteriorating|% Deteriorating|plete _p'lumbing plumbin,g
21,040 ©21% 18,362 86%
No. of Units
lacking hot
or running o
water, pri= |% of such| - v ;
lvate toilet | Units No. Dilapidated|% Dilapidated
2,678 | 14% 3,739 3%

No. in Sound Units with com— Units with|water, pri~ |% of sﬁch: |
Condition _ |Condition |plete plumbing |plumbing "|vate toilet | Units '
76,092 "76% 72,144 - 95% | 3,848 5%
" Chart 29

5
e

According to the 1950 census, there were 117,155 Negroes between "

the ages of five and 25 in the district. .Of them, 8% had only an 8th grade

education".' The overall educational median was 7.4 years. (See Chart 30).

‘The over 25 age group contained 220,445 b_efsons. ' The education median for

this groupiwas somewhat higher, 8.2 years. (see Chart 30).

Chart 30

Education (Ages 5 to '24vin,cblusiv‘e)
h o Educational ~ |No. with|% with "No. with|% with
Total No. |Median of -|Total . {No Edu~- |No Edu~|8th grade|8th grade
|Non-white|Non-white |Median|cation |cation |only only
117,155 | 7.4 | 8.3 | 13,280 | 12% | 9,455 8%
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Chart 30 (cont.)
. Education {Ages 5 to 24 inclusive)

’No. of'High ‘School|% of High SchooljNo. of College|%. of College ‘
Graduates Graduat'es i : Graduates | Graduates
11,135 9% . | . 535" . 4%
Chart 31

,: Education (Over age 25).

_ Educational No. with|% with No. with{% with
Total No. Median of TOtal11 No Edu~ |No:Edu-{8th grade|8th grade
Non-white| Non-white | Median|cation cation lonly  Jonly '

220,445( 8.2 9.1 6,045 3% 31,650 | 14%

No. of High School{% of High School|Nog of College|% of Collegel
Graduates | Graduates _ Graduates | Graduates
24,795 | 11% 4,180 1.4%

- The occi:u'pat'iona'l @attgm is no better in Philadeiphi_a than' in the
_other citiés (se‘é Chért_S'Z) . vMoréov»ef, fhefinancial situation: (sée Chart 33)'. S
ié much thé same as iis} 'fo’und _in“the p'l;evious cities. The median a‘nnua‘l<
income is ".$,1,556',, Twenty—fiyé i)erceht of .tlhe} N.'e’g'ro. population_ receives, '
less than $1, 000‘ per 'Yeé{r, whiive only Qne'—’tenthvo'f ohe vpefcent ,r’evceive-_s. '
more than $10,000 a yéaf. |
- One can conclud_e fronri these statistics that th'_e Negro is a

"have-not" in a society where usually the "haves" r_eceivé recognition,



Chart 32

" Occupational Categories

' ‘O_\/er $10,000 a vear

L1%]

No ot Whltes No. of Negroes| % of Negroes
Architects 782 6" LT
Lawyers 7 3,899 - 44 1.1
Social sciences. 631 15 2.3
Teachers - _ 6,339 305 4.6
Farmers & Farm Managers 11,414 - 197 1.7
Male Bookkeepers 3,349 44 1.0
|Boilermakers - 1,245 . 46 3.5
Alrplane Mechanlcs 966 . 26 2.6
|Electricians ' 9,531 233 2.4
‘|Apprentice Craftsmen 3,797 - 114 2.9
.{Railroad Brakemen 2,478 . 52 2.0
|Laundry Workers 2,094. 1,864 48.2
A{Taxicab Drivers 5,684 - 936 14.2
|Truck Drivers 32,394 6,161 ‘16.0
1Auto Mechanics 11,907 . 1,798 - 13,1
|Female I—Iousehold I—Ielp L 10,295 27,360 -72.9
\lanitors 6,903 . 7,298 _51.4
- Chart 33"
Income:
» _ . ERERENE: Number Percent
|Less than $1,000 a year 48,650 25.0%
$5,000 to $6,000 a year_ 585 .3%:
$6,000 to $7,000 a year | . 240 1%
~1$7,000 to $10°,000 a year- . 240 1%
220
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" In the following chépters the leadership that has come from the

districts that aré characterized by limi} ed educational syéte_ms, over-

cr‘owded‘li\}'ing conditions, large uhé'mployment‘rates,“_me’hial and under- .

: paid jobs -and the ‘evef—,pr’efse’nt knowledge of being a "nigger" in a white.

man's world will be ana}jlyéed'.“
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MfNégfo-’Lféadé‘rs hlp .

| A important segment of the contemporary Negro leadership is "
‘fﬁfhisﬁe'd by the fOurSub]ectsofthls Study-——the foﬁ_r men Who ‘are me_mberé.
, .":o_f ,:t,hei'irvr»a‘ce' 1n C’ongré Ss The édeqi:lé.cykog_’f thls lle(acie'r’sh‘ip in 'm‘ee.ting ‘
1tsob11gatlon t'o’;the Negro w1llbe exammedm this ‘cl_l"lapite'r'énd;futuré
chaptersofthls the51sThe Negro Congressmenfrom N ew Yorkand

:_Ch;iciagoi,j Powell and D@WSO“:!‘, are 'lvea'd:ers of the Negro population in . -

R fh‘ve‘il-" resp’e_ctivé cities. They are two of the most Widely;recoghiz'ed Negro .

' leadérs in the na\ti‘o‘n,.‘ The Detroit a-ndn'Philédelp‘hia'Cong‘ress'men, al-
SR tthgh,fth_;é;pri'hcipal‘ Ne’tjro“lleade:rs_fi‘fi‘ft_héir 'r,‘esjp‘e’c_tiﬂvejc_i'ti,e's', do. not ha{}‘é '

- as-much power as. Powell or Dawson, either in their districts or-on a

‘nativqnwide ba81s : - '
' "}’;ﬁi;f]ééii.'ore dlscussmg ‘E.I:lepa;ti\ckuvlar"tyge Q‘f’ _lvgélo'l‘ersh’ip thét has |
 dovelopert among Nearossy it is fmpartant to establish a functional defi-
o nltlonofleadershlp The mgredlents ofleadershlp are Wi’de’lideb‘atied
among socmlsc:lentlsts, but 1t 1sgenerallyagreedthata leader‘s f
vl;éhavi:ork stlmulates patternmg of the’ ]Séhayiér in some {cjfoup; By his |
) actlonsthe 1ea§1"e£‘ g’ﬁ:ilciﬁéys :Ta group towardsa vg_oal , ‘Whethlé‘rj ‘_his‘"}éé’tio‘ns o
‘s orbal o written. This s not o say that the leadr "integrates” oroup
behav1or Mo‘l“re‘ reallstlcally,helntegratespart 'o"f’ .th"e“gxroup, '_qu: no,’t

27
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infrequently, a ;éade,r’s stimulus may‘e"‘voke oppésition from some in the
‘group. | |

‘Leadersh_ip is, in substance, a role Which:"an individu.al occupiés
at a given time in a gii}én group. A leader is hot a total bersonality, but
a person y\iho, in-ceftéiﬁ sitﬁat,ions , emits légiilzim‘at‘e‘ group patterning

o1
action.

anseqﬁences of qurelga’tion‘ on Ne'qrb Leader‘shib

"The Negro lea:'der has certain probleVilms which differentiate his
from the ‘friormal " leaaerr's . Chicago, New Yérk, Detroit, vand'Philadelphi-a
are faced with a _,segre'g:a”tion' péttérn which has important implications for,
'béth thev’dev'elopiment'.a.ﬁd' ap_plication-of sig'nificant Negro leadership. .
'The'firskt avr’;.:d ﬁdst oby‘i»o“.u.s cori:sequen;:é of éégregatién is that it limits
'fhe ’pro&:e'.ssrofc;eiroigféig:)‘hiic dlstrlbutlon ., Rlch ‘a.n'd‘ poor, yquﬁg and old.,".‘._v )
educéted and illiterate are ;ll crowd'edrtog‘e."cher in avrelatively small a‘re’a.
Thisi "ghétto " Iike exiistence leads to three distin»ct brobléms for a pros-
pective leader.

: {a} The obstacles to success are great, and actions oh behalf o;’
the less fbftuﬁate Negroes increase the potentialkle'ader‘s identification
w1th thé Asqua»l.o‘r of t’h‘e‘Negfoes‘ situation in n‘c?r}QNegro people's eyesv.A o
Themlddle or ﬁpper’élaAs,s. Nevgtr'o dqés' ri'ofd“e-s;i.re to be asSbciated with o

this situation

1Atvin W, Gouldner, Studies In Léadership (New York:
Harper & Bros., Publishers, 1950), p. 17.
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(b) , T'he :g"he’tto bllife‘:ifs, $0 :laC'ki.rig tn Yma.t"ei‘ial c“omferts that to l‘
many.' inhabhita‘nts ‘ "it is abeurd to. seek the mtanglble and seemlngly non,—
‘eX1stent rewarcis of lea‘dersﬁhlp &

(c},: ’W’hen low'e.r-inCome' anpt upper——ineojr'ne'groups are forced to
t’ive to’gethert »advahteg}es folri one c’jlje-up mus't often be had at the irﬁmediate
eXperise ‘ofthe. "otherj'gr‘oup . It hecome.s hardto a‘ct ebjeetively towarde.

- comrriuhityvghroallewhen 'the chte ef‘thes.e géeie'are SO evident' andvperso‘n’al‘.
| A second vgehetal conse:quehee, of:segregetion is :that it r:educves‘:

: the numbei* of,“ir and alters the_tcharc:ter of, eentacts hetx?vee’n Neg'r‘oesk and
Whitee in the' city. Civic leadershi_p requitee a cferta.in l‘e‘vel.of'sophi‘sti—,
cation, Whieh‘ is often the p_roduet,ef repeéted contact vxtith, or involVeme’nt :,
in, the civic ehtertztises of the city; . | |

A third coneequence_,of segregatien is t‘hat life ‘ever a'l_eng.period

; of time in a vr.igid ghetto s‘itt;etion tends to produce t/ested intelfe'ets in the
_t‘jh'e'tto.A Busmesses and ‘orgahiZatiovris devel_e§ which benefit from the

segregation. 3

Detfel_ooment of Negro Leadership
Faced With such geographic, -sodioi—econ"omic, a‘nd eultural.problems
as have been 1ndlcated the- growth of Negro 1eadershlp has been slow and

dlfflcult Grad;ua’lly over the past f‘century,_. the fire of le‘adershipl all but -

2Iames Q Wllson Negro Polltlcs the search for leadershlp
 (Glencoe: The Free Press, 1960}, p. 105,
',h31b1d,,_."
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extinguiéﬁéd ét the beginning of this ﬁeriod; began to be .kindle.d and hés
s~l§>wl‘y 'géirj.ed initiative 1-,mti.l today it 1s é boWer. - Negro leaders‘a‘re not as
: bowerf.ull és mans} whites proclaim) rvlorv as weak as‘ many Negroés think them
to be. Cbr’rim_enéurgfe Wit’h the‘. g.eneral Negro awakening, he m'qved North
in Seafchn of soci‘al_equalityg .-Chicég:o, New York,. Detroit, and Philadelphia
have become th‘ev oeﬁtéfs of _tﬁev ch};ﬁfy"s gre.atest ‘;ﬁigration since the
covered wagons m'ovedv across the fron’_tier., "The N_egfo population is now
18% in Chicago, 14% in New York, 26% in Detroit, and 29% in Philadelphia.
These cities are the principal ioopula-tion; c'enters of ‘statevs that accOun;c'for 7 '
- 132 electorai \/;btes. This is almost. h‘aif thenumber‘ needed to elect a ‘
'A?reéident.r The Negro t‘obday» has_;xj and uses, the ballot in these Northern

industrial complexes. .

Developrﬁent of Negro. Oréanizations

The:g@Wth Qf Neg’fo leadership and the development :of Negféf “
organizations have occﬁrred sifnuit-an’éoﬁsly-. Thé Negro is a "joiner."
A study»cbndu‘c‘ted inr 1937'," When Chi‘cégbvfhéd 275,000 Negroes, révealed
. more tvirlan“ .fou'*r ‘thousand Nv"egro“assoc_iiétiovnis .. »T_oda"y, Whén the ‘Negro
pbpula;t:i?_ibn ris‘mﬁch larger ,’ "Tﬁere,seeﬁs to 'rbe littie doubt that thé nuﬁbér
of ‘érganizat‘:ions. is comparably greater wd ‘In"‘compa‘rison “VVIitIh white
communities of equivalent éize, there is sdme‘evident:e that N-e_groes are

organized to an even gr-eater' extent than White‘s‘,5 The Négro community, -

T A1bid., p. 4.

SIbid. -




31
Wha’;éver else‘itsv_prob?lérlris , "'is- hqtv"c,h-aracteriz'ed by'an i'n.ébility‘to clr..eate:
and sustaiﬂ sorné kinds- b’f orgénization. n6 |
_ Eveh though ;acti\}ity‘,is evideﬁt, "little seems tQ bécur as. a_" |
resul_f o f this acfzi\}i;cy.. "‘17 "]-.’he_ Toint Negro Aébéai in Chi((:a‘gio experie-riced
' great probl_ems‘in_:.raising '$'2‘5>,_,000'fr‘om aéommﬁni'tf Qf 750, 000 people. =
The Cl"l‘ic‘ag‘c‘) bfa‘n\ch of the Nétidnal As sociatio,n.for the .Adv;érﬁcementvof :
Go'lo'red‘Peo.ple has-,,; Withil’-l: the_ past two ‘ye-a,r;s , been a.blé to sustarin only
© a moderate staff of workefs . Ihe Urban I.éagt&e , which has been‘aiidingi
thé, Neci;’ré for forty yéars, could not ‘r’a_isé $l 0,000 a year as its contr_i-— .
‘b‘utior'i toa $9.()A,000 budget,‘_‘ -Althoughs’eiz‘er'al .h'un‘dre_d Negro leaders -
, re‘vslide“i_n _G‘h,i.c'ac::jo, théj N.AAC]%_cﬁan ralfe_ly fin;i néére thén ’Ehfee 6r four WhO\ _
Wili ‘g’:is.si-lsvt in the‘jworkrciaf prO\}i".‘dinvg legal de-fer'ise»‘fgr VNegroes th afe
victimized by faéial p_er;é:’e'cﬁtiLon. 8
In the drivé to'vxz'a_‘l‘“d rjaqiélv equality, 'by Wh’ite‘ ystaﬁdérd"s, Negroes
_c«on’tribut‘e ‘le_.s‘.s, work (le_sv‘s , c"md"‘f)rdvid_e' les{s coﬁ'certe'd, c"o—c.)rdinatevd,
aﬁd_ availéble \sourcesz"df("'t"irh‘e'-,v é‘ff‘or.t and money "You name it, they
| hayen 't éot it, "‘"said one Whlte leagier Iét the é:ﬁd of a compaign in v\rhich

‘he had tried to o,btairil N_egro‘ help for ends which he thought Ne:@rqés de'sired,gi'

Ibid.; p. 9.

S1bid., p. 332.

Ibid., p. 158.
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'Whites1usual‘l‘y'ehmr‘1erate a sta'_ndafd:set of hypotheses to explain

the alleged 'W'eaknes’hsej\sj of Negro leadefship’ﬂ Not'éurpfisingly, most

thoughtful Negroes tend‘tovagree Withthem. Both 'group's point to the

slavery tradition, the lack of a "tradition of giving, " the nouveau riche '
" tendency of the .Negro middle class, and the parochialiém of a purely

ra.cial point of View. 10

The Political Involvement of the Negro

. Th_ev political involvement of:thve Negro, as it exists , is primarily =~ =

~the ou;ccérr_ie of interest in t}lle“Negro questioﬁ.; This Coﬁréern of the Negro

: With the color of his ékin déeialy influences his viewpoint on governmént o
policy. A Negro ordina.riiy; wéighs a matter of government policy not as an
American citizen, but as.a Negr'o American. His first queries will always v
“be: '.'How Wlll i’faffeé”c 'NegArvoers ? Will it be so admiri*;is‘tered as to embrace
’ ‘Ne‘gr‘oes fairly"? " Thi; ‘si{eptigirsrh has arigsen because %the Negrb learned o
 from bitter experience that hé must consta‘ntlj) be on the.élért to hold his
own in thé society. ' Tl&u_s fﬁeré is a cclanstan't conflict between the Negroes®
desire to be a fqll—fle_dged .Arﬁerican citizen.. ..and fhe ne'cessity.forced
w‘up_on‘him bi} tradiitiOn‘ and ‘s'en»tirr.lent to think; Negro first. nll

. Two distinc‘t. ends afe ‘sought by the Negr.o° Professor James Q.‘v

f»Wilsovn entitles them “Welfare " and "status" ends. "Welfare ends are.

I01bid., p. 159.
11Ralph Bunché, "Programs , ‘Ideologies, and Achievements of

“Negro Betterment and Interracial Organization"{Unpubl. manuscript, Vol. 1,
1940}, p. 14. Cited in _Myrdal‘s An American Dilemma, p. 785, '




- “those "W'hioh look to the tangible'.improveﬁﬁeﬁt' of the" community or some
o . ,i’ndi’\fi”du‘a}ls in. 1t throocjﬁfhe "p'fo‘\.fis’ion"of b-'e,tt'er‘ se‘fvices,»liVihg ‘coﬁdit_i_ons ,

-v,o‘r'. posi‘ti'-on‘s._. ' :,"}S'tatus;" ends are those which "seek the integration of the:

EN'egro into all phases_o.f_corﬁ,munity life on ”the'_prin_ci_pleL of- equality. "1,2

‘Political Styles of the ,Neoro Leadership -
Y_Two po_lit"‘icé-l” S’_’C‘Ylés-,ljrye"lateidf t@ t,hej'v‘t:wodtypes of goals, 'emefge 3 |

- from a study of Negro leadership. These styles aresthe "militant" and the =~

| ”moderate ”The "mllltant "sees thelssuesfacmg hlsrace 1n smlpllfled "
form He Tsees 'simplioi-fies niz{’r"here lflvi:e .modellvr}é.fe s'eesjlkc'bn.ﬂbl'exities . ‘This," :
.'t-yoe of_ ‘__l’ealdef\.speaks 1r1 "te“rrli_lis. of' ﬁl;timate’, rather thah'oontemporery need‘s. -

' Everythmg 'mt.l’st'.be f‘ir"i'ajlii'zyedr.' He s‘e'e,s; his_'.ﬁ;.ofsition in ,hi;ohly moral terros;

B HlS phllosophy 1s utoplan The Negfoi""militent "tends to ‘seek ‘"\"statu‘s"‘/,}"/ .

. ends s opposed to "ﬁ{\%e_li“fe-fe"‘f"end’s . Integratlon is hiis prlmary object;.,:l‘3 e .
) The"mllltant"belleves in‘ passmg alaw to "solve‘ aproblem, but SRR

: hehas no ‘c’onfivd'er’ice 1n bolit’iciaQSWho must pass and erj.f_ofce ’Ehev.l;aY’l!V‘.' :
Al‘eader»is 'no’lc;‘ seenbythe "‘.rn:"i‘l‘i’ta;nt 'i' _és one Who hdsv'been successfuill in -

anyarea o.f“lli.f'e; butasone “who ’.is outspokenly militalyr_lvtdrj"WhO'as sumes a |

"'~'13‘7"o‘s1:1ire of pro.test‘; end‘fag__it‘at‘i_oh‘_',;yreggrdle:sl.s "off ‘whether.any tangible results

L

~acerue from such activity. ™

' 'The "moderate sees the Negro's probléms as having no easy |

o '::soiufion~SE;. if indeed there are golutions. Raife'ly does he assert his race;

12wilson, op. cit., p. 183,

A31pid., p.o214s
- Mpid.; p. 2290
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it is a background issue,' Thel ""modera;te' "Ate’nds to view .the world "as
it 1s " I—ie “accepts thé lexistin‘g const'raints'on‘_ action Wit}iout pre.s_sirig :
for faf-reééhing’ or unprécédented changes. - 'Weifaré " rather than "status"
ends are his 'objective . |

Th,e; _"}mc.)deratAe‘" has less co,niidencé in the power of legislative
&:;Iolu.tions:thar’i does the "rnilitant..v " However, he hasv more’ co'n‘fide‘nce in
tiie *N‘égfo initiéian th'airi ,do‘es t‘he "'rﬁi‘liianti ':' Instéa(i of pas_siné la.ws‘;
‘th;é‘ v"moder.ate‘" favors the.mor.e_e.xténsivé use of ec’iiick_atior_l “and persuasion
"toAO\.fercome--'the res.istanzde‘ of.-the whité world. |

‘ The "m'iiitant"'_ r.elies.o’n riegéti{fe 'iiidlicéments such: as ‘compullsion
or the thrééi of 'sa-i'rlction's ,' '.’['.h‘ev "_.modeljatfe; " uynconvinced or unawai”é of |
-any real ﬂiale?giehée ori thé b’ért of White iriflureﬁtiai-sbf typically .‘speaks
more fr_equ_e‘ritl:y‘ in‘ i‘erms vo.f pdsitive indiiceménts ; i"ewardsl R oir more
attifactive :‘a,l‘terna'tiifes .

The prbblem of -povx‘rer'lessn’ess ; the inability t;) influence otiiers‘
towards a-specific goal, 1s the A‘consia‘mt COmxéa..nionﬁ of the Négro leader.
Proiessor Banfield recentrl"y i/\zrét-e in his study ofinfjlue‘nce in Ciriicago that
- it is 'possible to iiest:ribe in de_téil th‘e:.\ivor]‘{inéi)f inﬂuéncg in the civic
Co:itroverSies of pres'el_n.t—da'y FC"’hi_cago Wi’ch-thé‘('mentioning”oi Negr'oes‘ in-

only one case. 15 The absence. of power often produces frustration, and

a sense of futility among Negro ieaders,.. :

15Edward C. Banfield Political Influence (Giencoe° The
Free Press, 1961) p 10
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- Development of.Changing Negro Viewpoint -

i Ih past decades, Nééré: political ieaderé'hip sought to r-eleasér
their fru‘stlrati‘ovn be' 'c_‘onstruc“ging a ‘pcyali.tic‘a'l'ly ségfégated m'achi‘-n_e‘, Dufihg L
‘ tﬁis period, segregatién coiuld'be defénded‘.as ‘a‘ r‘rll'e’ans to-matéfial gaiﬁ.
| The goals soughvt'ther.l ‘were”r'vnbvstlylth"iﬁg.f-s; Moften thir%gé i‘ntendé@ fér the

.16

‘very men Whé‘ were Waéingr the étﬂggle . _Th‘e Negro‘ pQ.iiticians were
a vig@rbﬁs and militaﬁt‘ .gr‘o‘up.. They"-were cdught up ‘in-the"struggle to.

: ‘bu‘ild a Négro péliticgl 6rga'r‘;:izat‘ion so as to receive recogrnition and re-
Wards frbm-the White‘fpo‘l‘ivt‘ical' l.eade‘r‘s.'k' To‘day, howevbéf," the politica‘l.- ‘

machin?e, Wh‘efe it exists, ”has won 'the majof battles it set out to fight "™
and, a.‘s a comfortably suited or’g_anization,,‘has no desire to -upset‘ the
status quo. ‘Consefquently"_tpday tﬁé ;'moderate 'f‘;m'achine of Wiiliafn'L,
Dawson is "s@m‘efhing of an va'nachrc_)nism_; n18 In: most other a:r'éaéz the
machines ilave disappea.red or ﬁndergone subs;tahtial transf_drniié’civons',
Dawson is ”qﬁﬁe 'in‘differentr'lfo issueéu and. principles,v including ;f_hose of
' épecial .‘interes‘;t.to ’the’,rvérlc'e; "19 i)am}sdn )»Seldoi._rn,‘spéa‘];s in Congress,
,‘ and Wﬁgn he ‘aoes he:,néver__raises the raée .iss1'1e, when he ican avoid -it,
The contempofary "ihilit'ant " Negro desiriﬁé,"statﬁ:.s" e'ncl:ls’wi’ll not:be.

, satisfied with a "rribderate,, " "Wel_fare " ended organization such as

_ Dawson heads.

Lowilson, opv, c,it.,,'.p’.‘ 297,
Ybid., p. 302. -
181bid., p. 49.

19.Banfield, op. cit., p. 260.
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Adam Cfayton: Powell also becbmés unﬁeceSsary té the Negro’
moVemen’;, with the a’dvent of the éwakened Négrq . Péﬁ/vellr possibly
realizing this ,i has already announced that he'Wili resign his House seat
,prikor to the 1.964 elections: Powell’s po_liti.cs are not radical enough today‘
to éatisfy the -f'militah;t“' purist’s', nor are they as articulate’ or "sincere" "
as the ‘cli“edi_c‘:‘ated Negfr‘oieducated yd‘uth of today désiré, - The Harlem
.'.r‘.ep're.'sentat»ive who 1s ‘an‘ "eidqi;ent speﬁkerg a ﬁfivid' pefs_dnal'ity, and .an ."
unco.mpré'm.isihvg r‘abble‘ 'roﬁsér"20 musf f‘elinqﬁish hls "‘seat to one who,
~ while being an effectiﬁre speaker can, in additioh,' convey a sense of
purpose tolcljalisge fhe, Neglfo”go seek néededgnd ratidnally attainable goals.

‘With ’th‘e‘_ awakgning gjf the Negro, pblitics becomes a possible

avenue for raising and disposing of race issues.

AUTSECR



_CHAPTER IIT

N:efa_r’o P@?ti‘éi}aéiipn‘-ixr"cm‘caga Politics
Negro: Ii)a‘rti»clpation in Northern po‘li‘tic.s‘ has j-not been uniform
m "al-l" 'c"bit.iesi Negroes held pol1tlcal offlce 1n Chlcago long before they
| V;‘.dld 1n‘NeW York 1 ln 1915 a- Negro flrst galned a seat in the Clty Counc1l '

o :',_"'and flve years later a Negro was elected a- Ward commltteeman Durmg

'. , ‘;_T.hlS perlod the establlshed Whlte mach;,ne wa's in the hands of the

:

: R,ep}lblic‘a‘r‘ls, ja.ndthe ‘f‘irs,t N‘eg‘r_ot poli_ti_cal .lleaders‘ ,W;ere Republicans..

' Their_. ‘inc'l,usjion.:‘reflected- the city o,rgah-izat;ion;'s need to realize its.

p‘O_"Eer,‘lti‘al in the. ln\l‘egro‘di_‘sl;rici .. More import;aht,-' itgwaS‘partlya_ product S

o ot’ _the Negroes'bltterstruggle to ga'in':reco”drritiorl ih'..bolitics agamstthe B

- OppOSlthl’l ofestabllshednon-Negro leaders Themachmesystem in the v
Né'gro.' areabecame effectlve whenthe area‘,“‘-i~r1‘j19.22.3',‘ 'use‘nt a Ne‘gro, -
:O‘scar de "Priest”:’fto Co'rrgress on the Republicar.rticl{'et.- The. flrst Negro ’. e

’,Democratm Congressman was elected from th1s area in 1934

o T.he relatively”early date ‘at'v'vhi"ch N‘egroes gaine_d elective 'offibce o a

< m Chic‘ag,o?,‘“‘as compared”to.,other No'rtherrl‘ c‘i,t{l‘e'sg can be eXplaihed by |

- (a)". the _‘c‘ohc'eh_trat'ion of'l\T—e‘fg.rOe's“ in a few ’allfl\l’fegrot-areas‘ was,, from the

h , lIames Q Wllson Neqro Polltlcs the search for leader—
o 9 (Glencoe° The Free Press, 1960), p 25 .
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fi_f-'st, higher in Chicago; and (b) the Chicago political syvst'erv’n.. was based
en a lerge ‘number of‘lsmall Wards-usually drawn to conform té the vracvial,
netienel . or feiigibue 'enéjraeter of i”Jthef.n'eic‘j;;1r1]o‘<‘);1rho‘ool 2 |

The nnpert'ence'el% b}”’inging the Negfoe«s inte- ‘the cit‘y'-s political "
organization Wae firs_t re'cogni_‘zed- by:t.he Rennbiican Mavyor vv:"Big Bill"
Thompson. Dufiné ’his_tenure bf Office; Negfoes were provided with
patronage j’obs‘, appeals were made for Negro electerel suptéc;rt, and
p_fqmis»ing Negro .po‘liticianeywe'rebrought into t‘ne“per‘tj.yi If i’hernpson
"e:110wed"'ti'1e chmUnit.y; te 'bevjco'rfu'pted and had put in;co new_er Negroes , |
connected with tne undervx}orld,‘vhe hael nevertheless given recognitien»

" to the entire p'esitiOn and offered it a nope for the fnture'. w3 | Although
Tf,hempson fnay have been a “'bnffan" and a "c':orruptv’pOIiticien, " he had
méde it p‘o"‘s‘sible for the Negro‘e.s to organize "into ward machines which
eould and dld demand Conce.seio‘ns i_n. refurn for supp'or"t, "

v'In 1933,:Thomfpsen' v;‘zes“defeat‘ed forj re-elec‘ti'en ,.by'aDemo'crat,. |
Edward Keily. The’Neg‘ro Was:an important facfor to ‘be considered, by a‘n_‘ |
a‘spifant to power'.in the city such askelly, but tne Negfees‘ firm Repub-

licanism made their conversion to the Democratic party difficult.

21bid.

e 3St "Clair Drake and I—Iorace R. Clayton Black Metropolls
(New York: I—Iarper & Brothers, 1945), p. 351.

4Ib1d
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' The Development of the ‘:Dewsosﬂl\/fachine

In1934 Van‘d-» 1935, 'Meyoijellly %‘/‘vasj'illrl eeefeh of a fnaﬁ th could
‘»-sueeesvsf_ullrg‘/."Or_gyariize the'_,_Negfo‘e?s’,.'fbr:f:the.Democfati‘c,p.arfy;_ ,Dawsen'Was ‘
. Seiljiv)‘in.gyas an .independe"nt-,Repubjlicen'.“in ’the CltyCouncll and was s‘eaurc‘ﬁilrlg‘i

"fejri."p}o.l'iticel power».,b ) Ke‘liy:r_’,eél.i-zed tha‘t."c"he White. committee‘r'rien had
.ceéee:c‘lx fe be a ‘povx}er. in Dawsen‘s' Wé.I;d,A The ';e,hoi'ce had to be madeaﬂsvte‘
- ‘V"e‘succ‘esser.v ,f‘Ke,lly;y])Qe”e'a,me eeﬁvinee.d "jcjhat VD.a>WSOn Was‘At"he;man for ti’le.

JOb" In the Peb:uariz_, 1939 ‘el.ect‘v,ivon's for Alderman, Dawson cheme in

third out .of{‘four candidates. »A‘fj‘ter., ’this ,"_,-Dax'/\}SOnvanno{lhced"that he was »
switching parﬁies; | e .
. Daws'bh, ,fhe pex)\‘rer—:'seek'ih(‘j'féeliticien, a‘h”d ‘Kellyr the power-
. ‘seek-il_'ig‘Demvocfa’.cic mayorof Chlcago, eonvehi’eet.,lf ]{eir‘ie‘difjorces' at this
k _-juncﬁire ii”iiDawsoh,‘s ‘care'efrd’:; I&ox)\}eve:f;, Daws'o‘.n deegi ric‘)tfg'i“‘ve. this .rees"on":
e for hlS change to the Demoerai:le party I.ns’.ce'ad‘. DaWsorL‘ etétee; ' say\}
_the rlsmg up of a greavt Amerlcan in thls country,‘F D R I saw that he.
| cared for the people all the people ot ]ust some of the people like’ theb ‘
’A‘Rep-ubliean’sv . This country. wa‘s in terrlble bshape and here was a man
"_v{-wh'o ca‘re.d“end W'o.,uldv de se"metvhin'.g.abouyt it. " - .
:Maye'r- kel«lyfellew.ed;} DaWse'n to take over the. Secoﬁd Ward orgain‘i-. _
I zatﬁio“n'.“ Kény éa’ve’ Dawlvson fhe pewef to -eleer patreﬁeg“e eppeiknt-ments for

the_ward.: This was the beginning of the Dawson ofganizafcien. " Dawson,

5W1lson 0D-: cn ;P 78

6Ib1d



40
: as'the!‘Wa'rd committeeman, :‘-gained go-h;trol ‘foal'l': the po'liti‘calv métters of
the Wa.’I".‘d.r. 7  'I"‘oﬁ quote ij)avason, "Power d_oes not come ”’vthr,ough paying 'job's |
but thréug‘h the Wér'd .organizatibn‘é‘ﬁd committeemén. }‘I—Iaving your mé.n. |
el‘ectedvis‘ the_';]_ééyo"h‘s With ..thijs power, baw‘sor_lb.egén the task,bfm’ winning
dver h‘is' rivals. - Heba\i.ssure'd t"hé ol"d-»-tvime Démodrats that their posit'ibﬁs
in the party would not be Jeopardlzed by the 1;1flux of DaWson and hlS ex— -
Republic‘an followers. He kept hlS Word |

- The Chicago Negiro vorga’nization' 1s Vth'e pr’oduct_;of twénty yéérs ,
of work_; Dav\;son,"by ‘virtue:-of his c.onsi‘de‘rabl'elpolitical skill; i)y ‘the'
patronage placéd at his dlsposal and by .a favorable publlc oplmon,
s.ecured his p‘erclon as ,c_ommlt’;:e‘emanf. Inr addltlon he set up a cham of
obl‘igjr’aitions and loyal'l;ies .W_hich eiVe'rnt‘ually Would bring him control of
“five or six Négro Wards Hé is "'Stro"‘r‘lq,: sémetimés"ruthless; he bréoks no
' rivais;’he cruéhe,s opppsi’tioh aJnd the a»mb‘it'ion»of men who WQuld challenge |
him;‘ éﬁd;he inéists‘;‘*oﬁ Qréariiz@%iori’al' loyéItﬁ "”1.01; S
The p’rob.ltemls inhe'r'ent 1n build_ir;;é .a Negro Organization frgm

outside the establis-h“ed "o‘rde'r, ‘with the intent of suing for power within

/Tbide

81nterv1ew Wlth Wllllam L. Dawson in 'Washmgton D. C
on Iuly 19, 1961 ' ' : :

'QWilson, op..cit.

10]’ames Q. WllSOIl,. "Two Negro POllthlal’lS' An Inter~
pretation, " Midwest Ioumal of Political 801ence (Nov ' 1960)
1V, 358. SRS




:fhe.ee’tablis‘hinent, ﬁcS"beec pom’l; ec _cut_ fnany,times‘.' This obstec‘:l‘e
makee Dévi;soc.'is”rise to pow-er‘ in the 1930'5 remafkajole The ald of
‘Mayor Kelly; veluable as it may have been Was‘no guarantee of success
"if only beca_u.se of_'the‘l‘arge,num’berlo’f Negrc rivals to Dawson Whoee
facticnal figh'tv‘sf' could have .peralyzedlall\ ét’temcfs' at coherent crlcng"ani— '.
‘z"étior‘i, ,,5171 Hls ‘o‘rga‘nizationlalv si‘uccessﬁ/bvas dccve‘lerefed"ir‘l 1943.w'h'e'rl1 -
one ovahie'folllvcif}vers was insvt_‘a‘l‘led as :ccmm_i"tt'eefn-anvcf t'he'.‘third‘ ‘v’va.rci.

Iﬁ 1551 a‘no,thef Was mede ,comm‘if’c_eefnan cf fhe twen’cieth{Ward',’ ,and_‘ in
._"“'41956 anotAher came to power 1n the 51xth ‘W.ar‘d'L These foci' wards ,v plus
Dawéc'n's, ccrﬁprise t’he‘ _lergest @art ‘ofv the'scu%h ;’Side Negrc ccmmuni’t?.
Thrvccg‘h.en:- -efficent group o'fj crecinct Worke'rs . this community-isiés well

‘ organized'as'(any group in the city,f12

‘._Succees.fo.f the ‘Orq.aniéation
E "4..‘.“The'cfga’nizetionAf»icurishes in the Negrc'wardvs‘ largely becacee
' cf ihe nee‘ds‘. cf the -Ne.gro, ‘T'he \}vard organ_izatiohe make"t.hem_selvves ‘helpb-‘—. ‘7
' .ful tc the vct'ers' ,'ih_ithe;;tr'precincts in the treditional manner. V'Politicalr
'; inter\}entioh’jwith the pvol_ice, bondemen, 'lawyerjs, reliefwor.keirs; and
__cther"city offlclalson jbehaif cf bvcter.s 1s sfill c:orﬁmor'l-‘, although. the abil'itgfv a
of th‘e’"fmecﬁiﬁe to render‘ impcrtanft‘ servicés. 1n these areae has ’s_'teédi’ly o

declined over the years. | In addition-to the traditional bases of

’ ,'11W1lsor1 Neqro POllthS,'Op cit., p. 25

_'121b1d., p. 51.

| 131b1d . P 56 L
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organization "infliien»c‘e",‘.th.e'lﬂré a‘re; aléo “céftai’n atjtitﬁdes" -pfeva_lent. inr' thé.' -
. Negro community that are févorablé._to .thé pdlitical organization and _thaf' .
preserve 'it ffom seri'ou.s\ attack.._ |

- Firét, there is'tvhe attitudve of greneralbonservatism among 'Negfo )
leadefs, '.‘Th'é Demo’crat‘ic-‘party' in‘.C_hiéagb repre‘se,ri_ts fhe staitus ggc_)_,
it is Atﬁe entrenc,ﬁed po“w‘er(‘an_c‘l fﬁe ’térget of "r'eforrvners . "‘1‘_5 Few Negro
leaders feel that théré is a‘n.ything‘imp,ortant[énoughfo V\:}arra'n’c an a'tt-aqk
on the status _q_l__tg and thé political party which controls and _suppor’cs the
existing arrangémé.n’ts; l"“]?'e‘;\/&"/ ‘(Negrollfe»acviers)i ;:Op-era'te enf’erpfise-sof
sufficienf, size to raiselfor them real estate ‘a‘nd‘ ’_caxétion problems of a
mag_nitﬁde Which Wéulkd eliéit efforts to .acl"liev_e' -'égéno;ﬁyi'* in go“vemmerﬁ_t:
' anci pr_odluc‘e att‘aéks on the C'i’q} adrﬁini;’traatién.."m .

A second rea_épn that thevovr_g.;ariizlatvion continues to be active is
the factj that the Negro haé a general -allecjianée to the Democratic pavrty;' )
This a‘lleéiariée is éonditioﬁed'by leya'lties‘ _bétwe’éh the Negro vﬁ‘ot'er and
the Derﬁocratic pfeéiﬁct capt‘ai"ns and by the influence of the Democratic
precinct céptéihs on the city's law enforceme;lt officers. 17 |
, A‘fthird'reas.oﬁ. for fhé :c:oriti'ngance_' of "the,riorganization ,iS that thefe e

is a “distinct and evident aversion to politics among Negroes of the middle

17

New York Timeé“,fls‘ep’t 28, 1956, p.; 17.

ey
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and uppéf' classes."!8 Ppolitics is distasteful to them. | T‘he‘, wealthy 'Neé;é .
strives to aSsO‘Cia’té-ley Wi’tﬁ 'Céusés that are. poli;cical'lyk:"‘:safe R

The fourth reasoh fér the c'ontinuativc‘)n of’the ofganizatién is
thai:"'"pe;op‘le 'tend'té _imbut,e POWET to 'tthe ofganizéti'qn: Constant .revfe“renc'es
‘appear' 'ip‘,‘almést Eizll inter\}iéws"fd '_ngfs_o"ﬂ 's powér" (‘)rl to  ;Dé_ws:on's
méchiﬁét Nc?doﬁbt Dawsoh has’ihfluencé; b‘ut.it :is ofigen credited to him
in over-generous prolpbrt‘ions;“_ o

A hal factor 'which‘a;ids-iri the ‘contim;ance of the 'oré‘ahizétion

is that rﬁang} Negro ClVlC leaders-admire him. He has achieved ‘sqmet‘hingi:
' "DaWSoh repr.e‘s.entshvsometﬁi.névfdftirl‘e‘ NegfoI peobié;zaéhievement g‘ status,
‘the pQWér of the ballot. . . w19 - |

Beside‘s th‘ese“rea's‘on:‘; there is the n‘etx‘»/vc:njk_ of personal relation-
ships ahd obligationsywhich s’tteﬁgthens botﬁ the Negro léaders and the
various Negro Civic as,s,écia‘ti‘on‘s. _ |

The Negro pf'ess has not been critical of the machine. The - '

publis»he‘r of»the Chi'cago'Defehder‘," the leéding Neigro nelwspap.er in Chicago' ,A
has ﬁada close ,p.e'f‘soﬁall f'elétion_ship inth. Dawséﬁn for a nﬁtﬁber of years.
TheNegfo’ pre:_s s' is £h§ beﬁéfi';:iary of héavy poli.tvical‘ ad’vertisihg,, although-
‘-‘_fe_wi votes aré c.hanged by this exp‘e.n»dituvrey of fuﬁds . The .héwépaperé v\fould A

lose more than the politicians if the revenue were withdrawn. The Defender, -

o 1»8’\'/\7‘11:50'1'1,,' Negro Pol‘it‘i‘cs, 6p, cit. , D. 57.

44, p. 60.
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like Dawson'é machine, is Well—org_éhized; It is a féspécted and _profitable '
means of communication : Both Dgﬁ)\?son and fhe Défénd,er benefit fro_m.
reméining» on ‘good terrﬁs and éres"ervi.ng fhe status gquo. Open W_affare
‘betf/veen the t\}v'o would not prod‘ﬁce advantages cémmensurate with the cost .
-of chéngé that conflict‘ would entail.

The ‘Daws'onn 9;ga\niz}ati’d‘n_‘s .p“urpo'se. ‘is ,fh’e election of men to 'office','
Which is perpetuafced primari‘iyf:chfoﬁgh' fh.e‘ a'l‘lO'ca"tvi‘ér’l" of .m-éterui.allinc.eﬁti\}es
to its m'evmbers . Toa greate-f-:‘éﬁténﬁ"'fhan ahy é‘thér‘Negro institution, it
is "issue free. " It hqldé ’c'hev" loyalties of tl;_letvvot:ér‘s‘ by virtue of their
gen,erél commitment fo the,l~Démc%c;“élt.i¢ par’-ty‘,, ahd.- by ‘the p.‘er,sonall relat.iorn—_" ,
ship ofr. loyalltk'y ‘and mutual',fa'v'ors which exist béfweeh the vote;s anci pre-
cinct captains. 20,

One consequence of.this‘ 1s thét tangible rewards'ténd__ to be |
di\}isible in a sense in Whiéh intangibie ones are not. The d’istributién )
'Of matéfial rewards ((ljéll’l be kept separaterfrom other aspeéts o'fl the leaderr‘s =
posiiibn, The.leader's role as é local politicién cz;m become a‘fa'irly""
specifi.cvone'l; permitting _hirﬁ v‘to pl‘ay o’thér roles Withoutycreating'con_flicts .

Political 'Ba'ckground of Dawson.

The man W‘ho has developed and controls this powerful polit_ical
organi_z‘ation:xi/vlaﬁs born .in “Zklbamy,3 Georgia), on April 26 . 1886. His mother

and grandmother Wofke’d hard to pay the tuition to send him to a missionary ; _‘

201pid. , p. 53..
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school From there he Worked -hlS Way throu.gh Fisk University. Upon
graduatlon from Fisgk, he moved North into the Black ‘Belt of Chicago's .~
South Sid‘e .

A_lthough above .fdratt .ag‘e‘, Dawson Volunteered ih the Pirst World.
‘War and was co‘mmissiohed a‘ Second Lieutertatnt in the Inf.a-ntry, DawSoh
fought with the 365th Infantry in the famoue 'Mehse—-Arg_onne offenéitre and
was wounded and .gass,ed, He returned to the States in 1918. After his
re'turh to Chicago, hev entered Northweste_rh‘Univers_ity Law School, Which
vhe'attended until 1920, vAvhen he was ad‘mtitterdto the ber;

As he began to practioe law Dawson became interested in politios.
His first political venture was as a preci-nct helper.of Crip Woods;' ak ’
Negrol leaoler of ~one Reoublt'cen factionvin the old 14thrWard. Leter, Dawson |
moved to the Zhd Ward where he stiil lives in a two~story, two‘-flat buil;-‘
ding at‘3>72f5 Lake Park ,‘nv‘In a few yeere. he "b‘aoanrte a famili:ar f}ig‘ure among
residents of the South. Side slurhS, | |

In 192>8 he ran fo_r Congress on the Republican ticket against
Representative, Martih Madden. Dawson used a race appe al: "Mr. Madden -
does not even li\}e in the distr-iot._ ‘He is a White man. Thervefore for two
reasons, if no others he can hardly v01ce the hope, 1deais, and sentlments

1121

of the majority of his di_strict In Dawson“‘s early campaigns he was an

"expert and frequent user of many ofrthe same kinds of appeals that now

: 21I—Iarold F. Gosnell Negro Polltlclans (ChlcagO'
Unlver51ty of Chlcago Press, 1935) p. 57
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chvara‘ctAe_ri"z'e PoWelI'., ”2,2' For'."'l:vh'e 1lv9"28 cam;:)aign th'e.ra_j;:'e issue was not
eno'ugh: ; Daws{ori‘ Wa's defea’;ed. |

Devs',‘pjvite this idefeat,‘_ he-'lwas elected a Républicari staté central ‘ |
COmmvitteemanr in 1913'0‘, Hi-»s.firé,”tiélllcéessfﬁl‘ bid‘fér'éublié offi>cév was in
193'3‘ when he was éle‘ctéd “aldermaﬁion a non-partisan ticket. The following
year he ran fdf Rebubliéan Ward éofﬁmifteérﬁén and iQst. ,This cycle was
rébeétéd again, In 1535.he Wasl_fe—‘eleiéte‘a‘alééfﬁan, but in 1936 he was
défeatéd in his bidr for Repu]lolican",ward coir.ﬁfni‘tteé(man. ‘Daw‘son’madéa-

A s:ecohd'bid.fof Congr'e_s’é‘ in 19'38. He won ‘thé ;ﬁépublicaﬁ nom‘i.nation,’ but
loét the e'l‘ec'd-‘.io‘n.' ‘ In ‘t.he‘ 1939 race for ald_ermaﬁ-,. Dawson ran. as a Repﬁb— :
lican an'd.wés' defeatéd, DéwSoﬁ later said of thi,'.s election: ﬁ'i didn 't try
W23 4

- 'to win. However, I almost won anyway. "“® After this defeat, Dawson

. changed his registration to DemOcrat.
Dawson was nominated on the Democratic ticket for Congress in
1942. He was elected by a slim 3,000 vote majority. He has been re-

elected to the House since that date.

- Dawson as a Political Leader -
Despite his conservative presence, "Dawson has more political
power, " according to one observer, "than any other member of his race in

the United'States.'"zg He is an organizer, not flamboyant, but quiet and

“22ilson, "Two Negro Politicians," op. cit., p. 355..
231nterview with"th‘e‘ author on July-19, 1961,
24

New York Ti.mes';"November 12, 1956v, 'p,‘3., :
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reserved. One prominent Illinois Congressman, Representative Sidney
Yates (Demvoora't—Illinois) described him as a very capable fellow "who
~ has certaln 1deas and a deflnlte ‘sep of ways to 1mplement them "25-

, "Dawson has both the oonfldenoe and respect of many 1nfluent1al Congress—/
men. "2 1n his efficient manner"'he_devote,s himself completely to politics, L
rafely travels, and leads a home life "_even more. carefully scr;eene'_d by ._
privacy and silence than his"publ..ic‘ one. ”27‘» . |

Dawson's dishke fon pnvbllicity:isia‘fbetish. iI—,Ie.bellieves that

| publicity uitimaﬁely inj‘nres hlmor ‘lc,hose.wit’hwhorn ‘he_ deals politioally-,: -
He si—mply‘says: "I don 't'like publlclty The? can't hu.rt you for what
you don it say--~I don't belleve in running off at the mouth Why tell your :
enemies what your 4thoughts are, and what you are doing about' them. ‘When
I ha{fe acoompllshed What I-wanted then I tupn to the next problem There's
no need to talk. It doesn't accompllsh anythlng "28 I—Ie seldom reads the
white Chicago newspapers , be'caus_e !;'they never haVe anyf;hing g-ood to say .

w29

about Dawson no matter what- he does In a magazme interview, he

25Interview with Congressman S»idney'Yates (Dem-I11)
on July 19, 1961, ' '

26Wilson, "Two Negro Politicians, " op. cit., p. 367.

'_ 28 Interv1ew on Iuly 19 1961

: " 29Pletchelr Martln and Iohn Madlgan, “The Boss of Bronzev1lle,
Chicago Magazine, I (]uly, 1955), 22. ' ~
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.s-tated’-théit " don't cv‘a'lr.e. what théy say ab’ciut me. . It isin't true. 30 Iri a. .
»discﬁéfsion .i/vliih,me,. DaWsori i’aiséd the fsxibie‘ct 'aiid decl'are'_d‘, "‘Newspaper:s'
, haVe.b.e:eIi véry iinfair -icK) me My petiple ]_<n‘o‘-wit isin‘t. trule.i‘ So it doesn't
bother me. You don‘.'i"get iﬁaci; ?bu.‘g.et sniai”t,. n3l |
" Dawson perfor'ms"“t'\housands of political faifors .for his "pe.ople

and never takes a nickel for one of them, w3 he maintains. He listed

- three reasons why he never has accepted such contributions: " "In the first -

place, it ‘woluld be ‘WJ‘ron‘g. In the se¢o‘nd,‘1 wouldn 't prey on my p_éQple;
And ;thir'd: 'A favor creates an‘obligation. If you took -.moné.y as a gift :
" in return for a favor you would be gettmg paid back When you don't you
‘ha\‘/e something coming,, , I-‘or‘a politician that something is VOies. '.. 3

\ However, th'e relatioiiship beiween the‘Dawson‘cirganiz’aiion and
crime .is a much ,discugé‘ed siubj'ect in Chicaé'o._ Thére is "no doilbt.that
at one time gambiing. floﬁrishéd on vthe‘ Sd'uih .Side, with e_\}ident police and _ |
political pro"ce.ctio“ri; . w34 .According to one oioserver, thei”e afe "at least
fifteen ('bollicy '‘wheels* ‘6n"b’ché South S,i.de énd“probably ti/vo or three t-irries’

that number in fact. Narcotics and prostitution are widespread. ’_',35

’(JFletcher Martin, MThe Durable Mr. Dawson of Cook County, i1,
- Reporter, XVIIT (August,- 1956), p. 9. ;

3linterview on Iqu 19, 1961,
321\/Iariin, op‘ . cii., p. 10.
© 331bid.

34’Wilsdﬂ, Negro Po‘litics,' op. cit., p. 65.

3571pid.
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Qn the .subject O_f ga'rtlbling, Dé\/\tsen 'hes conteededz- -V“'O'f icosurs'e,
the lawe ‘ega‘ih‘stgambling should be'obeye‘ti".' _l Bjut ‘éhfetcement_o'n;o‘t;e and
' ~‘»I_16t the 'lo‘th\er i‘s'nft.libert‘}'fv,_ .it's-.l_‘i(.iense_',f, If: énybddy is to profit eﬁt‘ef the -
| gamblirig 1n t}te’.Negro ee'mmurtity, it 'shoul.lvd‘:_be the Negro. It 1s p_firtlariiy |
‘a.n«elce.no'mvic éostti‘on T We'ﬁ:t, the rmbrlleyi rrlly,peexp.l'e eatnv to .stay in the |
'Neg'ro.'oommu‘ni‘ty. n36 s |
"Dawson centintied_, ‘;The charg'e that i-tpek p'olitic‘étl cohtrtbutiohs
: ',f‘or getnbltng Cerries "the"eoﬁrtetation that Iwas tn the poéition:t‘e gvitfe '
h .fthér_n pfetectio_n.' 'I‘ hev,e :n.elver \be‘en irlz"*a. p"oisitio,‘n jto give ‘gar‘r.lbﬂl'ers' pro-— ‘
tec‘tio‘r,'l. Thé_l't.ivs the _birovirice ot the mavyor arrtd‘the police commissioner,~f'37 '; -
.:‘41.'Se\.‘7e:ral years :a.go a Chicago new'e.paﬁt)er. declarea that DaWson
' ;-arregeﬁtl.ﬁr'declared to. inv__es'tigatots for th'e}Cr_hic‘ag"o Cttme Comfniss‘:to‘n
"that h‘e".:did not. hesit,ate :tQta:]'{.e.rmoney from-éambltné joints in.‘h;i‘s ward
: ';“‘"“fof;p:oyliti‘cal :pufposes.r, - ‘.'::"-,38;' Dat/vslenf déméd tle e‘ver made the statement '
' ‘t -’ Da'ws;)n‘ l'tas ta’l‘vsro been: a'céuseci of tulitlg 'O\fter."-‘festevring vctim:e .
center‘sb.of Viol'ence. ;artdu"(’;;r_aft. 539‘, ’Ie jt;he barrage evf such 'criticvi.s:rnv
R Dawéon replies. with a ra.c"iel‘. appe‘al‘;:: "Tttey'fe trying tomeke rrileth'e,}

whipping boy -for politicalrpurpoees"; They've forced us to live here and

“S6Martin, op. cit., p. 12:

371pid. -

~ 38Ghicago Tribune; Feb. 9, 1955.

pig. .
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' r‘v‘th.ey take Vadvantag’e'vof it, "40 Although race was used as a campaién
technique in the early years of the Déwson organization, it is no longerv
,chsidere'd ﬁecessary. _ in fact, it would operate fo the detfiment of his
'aesifed= viewz of ]rvlims‘el‘f as a"s‘tatesr-nan. Ctonée'q‘l‘lently, the civic iésues | .
‘ Which Ne;jro improve‘ment'associations' list as imp’orfant—’—fair employm‘ent
prac‘cice‘s;, open‘occupénycy,‘n'ledica,l .integra:t‘ibn—-—are not common topics"
Cin Dav\?son's contacts xj/'vith thé-voters .
Dawson conScibusly sep’érates his.Chicago support .from his
acfion in ‘Washington. v There is "little contact‘j_b’etWee‘n the Washington
. aﬁd Chicago ofjfices, ';41_ The sta'ffs are séparately recruited and separé’tely
‘_ofganizéd. CommﬁﬁicatiOns between the tw‘o are re_lati‘vely‘small. The
.Chli'cago, office réndefé most of. the éervices :Dawéén's constituen‘ts desi'r"e;, ’
relatively few' de‘mandé rea,c‘h'Washirrléton, Dawsoh. is to a "greater extent
than other .Conjgressm'en freed frorri?ons’tituent pressureé , and he deliberate— ,
1y cul.ti"vfajcle‘é this situation, "42 ' .
 The Chicago office is located in a modest ibuilding in the ,veryv‘
heért of the moét delz;re.'s'sed Negro éréa. It 'is' "d}rab on the outside and plain

" in the in,side; and déliberafely‘so,"‘ls Tt is accessible to the least

- ' 40Alfred de Grazia, "The Limits of External Leadership
- Over a Minority Electorate, " Publlc Oplmon Quarterlv, XX (Spring,
1956) p. 125. S

41Wllson, v"-TWo Negro P‘Ol'itician's, "op. cit., p. 357.

Q2p.
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ad&éptaged perslén_, and nOthing about thejc-)fnfice "is allowed té make the“
'_p’erson feel hé is out o.f his element or in unfamiliar surr.oundi‘ngs. ndd

This 1s quité in contrast to his Washiné’ton offiée, Upon reaching -
Dawson's fourth floor suite iﬁ the neW Hoﬁ-éé Office Building a visitor
Lencountérs an e-ﬁtrance hall which precedes his sAevcret‘ary's office. Both
the entrance hall and the secretary's office are formal in appearance.

Dawson's office is large, with his desk placed in suéh a mannef
that a guest never hag to sif with the sun in- his eyes, The desk is piled
high with orderly stacks of reports. Next to his desk on one wail are
' 'i,bookca‘ses exteﬁding the léncjth of the room and up three-quarters of the
lheightb of fh’e W'alil.,, To his right, as custom prescribes , on the wall behiﬁ'd'
| him hangs va medﬁ.le—sized autographed photograph‘ Qf President Kennedy.

Wher'evas thensetting of the Chicagb office serves to bring peoplé
in, vthe Capitolv office is designed td keep'pe.ople' out. A complete divorce
betweeﬁ the roles of "statesman" and politician is‘maihtained.

In hi s Washington role, ”Da‘Wsori is a léadér interested in good
éoverﬁmeht and liberal measures. w45 AFor séme yéars his most importaﬁ’t
task has,‘ been that of chaifﬂing the powerful GoVernfnent Operations C‘cyjlrbn_m_it—‘ n
‘tee, 'C.joncerning this‘comrﬁi}t'tee Dawson has saids "1 wouldllike to call"
to fhe a‘ttentiqn of the I;Io'use the fact that c-)u‘; comm.ittee does possevs‘s!

' exceptional powers under the laws creating it. We are one of the three

o Apid.

" 45mpid., p.-358.
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cemfni-t’cees of the Heese Whlchls ayuthori_zed‘ to rﬁeet Whether the Congress
is in session or ndt."'46 When the Democrats took contfol of the 81st
C'ongr'ess ie 1948 k‘Da‘Wson. Wasﬁ- by s‘e.nidrity :.'L;l,linertio become chairmen of
the committee. - A j :ealeﬁs c}ell‘eegue tried to enlist the backing of Southerner:s R
5ﬁ thevcemmitt’e‘e in a move to by=-pass Davveon_. ‘The S‘outhemefs rejected
“the suggestion, They felt not enly T;hat Dawson was entitlied to it but that
he'wasva_lso better qualivf-ied ‘_chan his opponent.47

ﬁnder DeWsQe's corﬁ;ﬁand, the Committeehas increaeed_ its
influence. 'I‘n Washiﬁgton , one metho‘d of defeﬁﬁinipg who is successfﬁl.- '
- is fo _xj)Vaj:,ch the .‘g,],fo'Wth ef the person's;"p‘roj'ect‘s biidget". The Committee's
rv_budget for the_8lst_Cehgfess.Was,SS'OOi, 000,' for the 85th Congress, it ‘
WasA $§1,175, OOO, and’ ferlthe 86th Congress ,.$1,040,000. "The Com'mrit.t.ee" _ -
’staff'is competent, end iarge‘ly free of'purely‘.pat'rotna_ge appointments. u"'48.
The pro'ceedings of the G—ovemment Operatioh»S' Commi_ttee'reflect an
-attention to bueiness and avl.m.iqi;le aversior_l th éimple pgblici_ty. “Da_wsdﬁ .
heS hot; used his comrﬁ‘i&ee staff as.a source of race patronage; only two.
ouf of flfty e'taff members are Negroes. “49] It‘is explained that this

" feflects the shortage of qualified Negro personnel. The Committee has

_ _ 46U, S.,Congressional Record, 82nd Cong., an Sesso»,'
1952, XCVIII, Part 4, 4525.

47

New York ‘I‘Aimes,'_i‘\/farchxlzt ,19"5_6', pP. 3.

..4v8'Wils,on, "Two Negro Politiciaf;é, " op. cit., p. 358.




- w1de Jurlsdlctlon but ‘"ra"r‘e’iy. 1s 1ts »inve::sti_gatoryl poWers turne‘d__tow,ards -

| a expllcltlyraclal 'issl,les 730nié v‘rhernbers‘ﬁof thestaffregretthls '(':56 Many ,:::{ o
.statf members were unhappy about Dawson S opp031tlon to. the 1956 Powell
‘Amendment regardlng allocatlon of money to segregated schools

, Dawson pres1des over the Government Operatlons Commlttee w1th

f.authorlty I—Ie encourages Junlor colleagues to take on new respons_tbllltles o

o and to rlse 1n commlttee vvork 51' "He does not Ieel that he has r1vals or,

' v,jf.opponents, and is- frlendly w1th everyone ‘"52 The flrst response of one of
_,hi's "c-oll-eag_ues to,,a gen'eralguestion‘ about»him in a vprivate interView._Wa_S: ;:j.»_' .

w53

- "He s a very frlendlv fellow Dawson 1n an 1nterv1ew once deolared

v .‘ 'f,I -like all 'peo‘ple. »,I'don_’t h'ate no man,_ I offer my frlendshlp and if he LR

"54 Other phra ses.

o dOesn[v't t"ak‘e 1tthen A_hef ha s"m‘is‘sed -a_v 'darn; good :friend

;ﬁ;,: fre_q:u'entvl»y '.u"‘sed to de;sor-ibe_‘]:)aw‘son are ;fiooo(perativé, " ‘,'vl’nOt a_.rabbl’e"rous.:er‘,’ "
anda manyoucan do bu‘s‘iﬁé‘s‘g. w1th | |
. In promotmgNegro 1nterests,Dawson fe_elsrthat hlspolltlcal .
i poweroan ‘best\. be usedln waysother than as a. s‘oap boX' for 'th'e"raisi-ng- |

i of racial issues; or 1n pressmg for leglslatlve oorrectlon of rac1al abuses. T

BT TR R
Slmpig.
O2mid., pe 35’8;.-. Lo

R ‘~‘5 Interv1ew w1th Representatlve Sldney Yates (Dem Ill ) on
i Iul-_y‘.19 1961 ‘ : oo :

S %Intervif,ew on July 19 i 19 6 171;',_‘- S
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" Dawson succinctly states his position: "We have to change men's minds;

laws can't do evefyt,fling. Prejudiée is taught, nb_t inh'ellrit;_ed, "755 He sees
himself prc)mbtiﬁg Negro interestis‘ byvinvte.rven:in’g on their behalf with the
authorites in4placing more Negroes in gover’ﬁnﬁept éna ‘by'd'e‘monstré’cing :
~_the aChivev‘erfne.hts pos;ible for a .Ne(égjro -1éa.‘deAr.,n Dawson has 'no%: béen |
effective in racé mat;cel:"s in C'Qngfeés",_\r‘lor: v»"ev‘e'n réélly‘j‘f‘e-;yr interestéd in »

56

race matters as subjects for-legislation. ™ Dawson has never sponsored - B

any 'seriou‘s civil riéhts bills .o
Daliwson"s éupﬁdfters:‘c/;lléi»m tﬁat_hé doesald 'and‘ ‘inter\./éne for the
Negro but 1n énﬁnpubii‘aqized‘wﬂay, Hé’lhas CanéfredWi’th southern political
‘léaders abou_{‘ Negro registrratipri and segreégtiqniqgaﬂ;-j meeting_s Aand
‘ fﬁnctions in the South. He interfefed in the Emmett Till lynch case,uavn‘d
‘hé moved to cut off the southem-—led investigation of sc_h.oél integration .
‘ in “Washington; "‘D.C‘.. >(I-I‘e‘ 1s a ‘me.mb‘er of th.e. House Disfrict fo Columbi‘a ,
Comr’n'itt'e‘e) '.57 “All of -t'he'sev.s‘ta‘temeﬂts are diffi_qult to doqument, ~beca.usé
of thé_ secrecy which surrounded the{m.A ’I".he case is “that Dawson has had
more effect than his critics alleged and less than hlS most qrdeﬁt sﬁppofters

claim. "58- ‘Some critics charge him with “"doing nothing" for the Negro,

"991bid.

: 56Letfer from James Q. Wilson, Cambridge, Mass. , 
Sept. 22, 1961. ‘ '

5>7Wilson, "TWO Negro Politicians, " op. cit., p. 361:

*81pid.
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as contrasted with the eetiohs of PoWell. On the _coritrary,l, Powell hée no
greater a list of eccomp‘li‘shments,'and‘, W‘hen preesed, many Negroes Wi>lrlA
chc_ede thts, Powell himself attércked Daweon in 1952. irohic‘allﬂr‘, the“‘
attack involved, accordihg_to.' Powell, VDaWAsonv's re£ﬁ3al to bush ferla com-—
pul‘sory:Fair Employmeht Praettces Committee's plank in the 1952 ‘Deonc_rat-ic .
platfonnu Dawson‘s first bill in Congress Wes for aP EPC . and he
‘ sheke more often for it ‘.thah fof any other piece’of legislation during his
years in the House prior to 1952. Powell fhaintaihed that.Dawson urged
"compromise™ and "block,ed"'the mihority report of the Demo‘c'réti:‘c con-
vention. "If the Democratie National Cemmittee ; "'declare'd f’owell,
"desires te bring‘Williatn Dawson into th‘_is town 7(1>\Tew. York City} vat"a‘n;
time during the eampaign they might as Wel'l fofrget try ing to carry Harlem
and Newv York State."‘s.g' He c.ontinu-ed, "One thing we Harlem Nevgroes
_decided a long:time a’ge 'is that we don't bt/\,:f"ant‘an‘y 'Uncle Toms' horth»of
110th Street. | " Powell ended his statement by statmg that b“I am not saying
any money had to paes to ]Sawson for there have‘always been men Who tor
a slap oh the back are Wlllmé to sell their people down the river. "60
Dawson,:. maintaining hi;s rute ».again‘st publi:c,t-ty,‘ refused to reply to Powell's
~chargee. 'Powelt inditectly noted Dawseh's tpoWer by"maintaining‘that : |
Dawson could markedly influence the progtam of the Democratic”?arty. All ‘v
that Powell himself could do W'as to eriticize Dawson, not haVing the phwer ‘

to influence his partyféignific’:antly,

5 “New York Times, August4 1952 p. 9.
6OIb1d
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Dawsorn's Legislative Record

| D‘awso’nfsv success or lac]%: of syuc'ce_s:_s can'be _éeen by é};amining

the legiélation he hés initia-tebc;i. bawson ‘ha's‘ mtroduced >a total of 161 _
.pi‘eces of legislatiori. (s-eeChart' 1)‘.; .Of this total, 2‘3.6%, 4or* 38, ?\iere.
actéd upon; 11 >.8%,. or 19, of the biils were p‘assed’.. ‘ -
| AThosé relating to his,‘ committee (Govem_rﬁent Operatio:né)'_make.up
' 65.8% (113) of the bills he h'a"sv iritroduc’ed.'i 'Tlhirt'y;oné perce’nt.-(SG bills)' ..
w'ere acted upon, ’énd 14%', (16 bills) Wére pass.ed’,‘ ‘Of then,Civil 'Righ’ts bills
numbering 31 p‘roposals,' or 1'9 . 2% Qf"the total, ’no_:bill was passed' or acted

upon Iﬁ the o‘cﬁer categories ;@ :sc’agtteri‘nlg of bill; was ‘in_-tlfoddced' and/or
‘ acted uvp‘on. An examination 'of:Ch‘art. 1, which is ‘bfoken down':by individual
siessions, will reveal the _picturé more .mih.ut'ely,-

| Tronically, two areas oflvi‘tal _int‘erest“t’o.'the ‘Negro——h:c.)u'sing ahd
"sociél security--were nevér the isubjéctu of é Dawson bill. In his years’ in
the. Hoqsé he has ne\vf@‘r‘spoken on i"the‘sé isgués . ‘Unfortnurvlat.elyi,_ the '
réasons' ‘.for this unusual reactién to suéh vital issues Qaﬁﬁot' be expla_ihed
by an exéminatidn o’f.the avéila_lﬁe materiialbg
| . An eXaminati’onv‘of Dax}v.son 'v‘s’-%/’(-)t‘in‘g, fecdrd pro’vide; another iﬁsight’ S .
into his career. Durihgthe years'from 1945_1&0 1_960‘,vthe‘ Housler.\}(l)ted' .Qn" |
1423 rc;ll ’callAs (‘Slee~_Chaft 2) bhért 2 bre_aks“the nUm_ber of roll c:alls
down i‘ntoj ;31 se‘-s."s’ioh—v'by‘—ses‘si‘cjn_ base. ThlS chart also analyzeé bawSo'n"s '
VOtil’lé récord, by bot}.l”n.umb‘er and percéntagé of roll calls ‘thrOL‘ig_h{)Ut his -

career, His overall Vo‘t‘ing_kp‘ercentage on'rdll' calls is 63.3%, W;ith a



Breakdo wn of legis

i
i

Chart 1 -

deson

!

latlon Introduced

57

i1
!
;

1954

*Congressman Dawson introduced no legislauon in the followmg categorlesV
Agriculture, Flnance I-Iousmgt and Social Security.

, | - 1194311944 1945 119461947 1945 11949 [1950]1951 [1952 1953 195519561957 1958 1959 1960 TOtals ,
Total number of bills introduced each vear]l 0] 2[ 2| ol 5| ‘of 12| 11| 32| 8/ 6] ol 16| 8} 30f 9| 13| 7/ 161 |
Total number of bills acted on each year ol of ol o op O 74 5y 3| 1] o0} O] 5, 5| -70 2| 2} 1 38
Total number of bills passed each vear 0{ 0 0 0f 0f 0l 5] 2i o0f- 0] -0 Of ~-3) 1{ 4l 2] 1} 1| 19
Percentage of total acted on _ 0 0l _© 0ol O] 0/58.345.4] 9.3/12.5| 0] 0[31.2/62.5]23.3122.215.3 14.2,”'23 6%
Percentage of total passed ol -0} o} of of ok1.7/l1g.1| of of o 0118.7}12.5l13.3122.2|7.614.2 _11.8%
\Introduced: Civil Rights of 21 2 0 5] 0 4] o] -0 0] 5 0 of 0] 100 1} 2] 0 31 |
____Defense of o} of ol ol of 1f ol ol of of of of of .ol 0] 0] o0 1]
Emmmmn&LMmr‘ ‘0l oy o} of ©0f -0f 0f o©of .0f of of ‘of of of -1l 1| ‘0| 0] 2|
Foreidn Policy 0]l 0 0l 0 o6 11 0f of 0 0 0. 0O 0 1 - 0f 0l © \ 2
Housekeeping “0{ 0 ol of of of 74 7| 29|. 8 of of-15} 5| 18] .6} 11{ 7| . 113
" Veterans i ol o} of ol of o¢ of of 1{-o o} “of 0l of 0]l 0] o] 0 1
Virgin Islands & Panama:. 0|l o} o} of ol o} 0 1} of o -0} ol of of0l-0f 0 0 1
, Other _ of ol o] -of ol .ol oy 4f 3] -0 ‘1| 0] 1| 3| 2] 2} o] 0} 12
Percentage of total introduced: , - o b A R [ EXUE R R N .
Civil Rights = 0/ 100j 100 o0} 100] of 33| of of o0{13.3} 0of 0| 0}40.1{11,1J15.3] 0 19 2%
Defense 0] ol of of ol of of 9 of of of 0} ol -0l 0} of o 0 .5% -
Education & Labor ot .90 01 0 0 0 0, 0 0 0 0y - @ 0 of 31 11 0. 0 1%
_Foreign Policy 0 0 0 0 0 0 8] 0 0] 0 0 0 0} 12} 0 0} ©of 0f 1%
Housekeeping 0] ol ol ol of 0§58.3[63.6/90.7] 100/- 0| 0}93.8162.5/33.3(66.6(84.7| 100 65.
Veterans__ : 0ol 0 0 0 0 0 o] _of 31 0 0 0]l of ol of -0} 0Of 0}  .5%
Virgin Islands & Panama ol o] o] of "of of 0 ol 3l o ol -0l o} of ol o0f of 0f .54
Other ot ol of ol o] ©0}8.7136.4] 9.3/ 0]16.7| 0] 6.2]37.5|6.622.3] 0} -0}
Percentage of legislation acted on: ' | | 1 | T R ' B B I N
Housekeeping ol ol ol of of 0f10057.1{10.3{12.5/ 0| 0{3.3]100(33.3(33.3(18.1{14.2| -31.9%
Other _ 0 0o/ of o} of of ©of 251 -of o 0] of o} 0)383.3] 0| 0| 0] 12.59% .
Percentage passed: Housekeeping ol o} ol ofl of o0]42.8428.5/ ~©0f 0 0l 0130.8120.0[16.6[33.3| 90[14.2| 14.0%
B Other ol of of of of o of of of o 0] of o0l 033.3] 0ol of 0 ‘-6.2%
Number acted on: Housekeeping 0] 0 0 0 0 0 7 4 3] 1 ol o] 5] 5| 6| 2 21 11 36
3 Other ol of of of of-of of 1t of o —of ol of 1} ol ol of of -2
Number passed: Housekeeping: 3] 0 0 0 0- 0] 31 2 0 0 0] 0 3. 1 31 21 1 1t 16
__Other of of of ot oi ot of of of oi of .0f .0l 1i of of 0b- ok

8A .
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_Roll Calls of William L. Dawson

Chart 2
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1945) 1947

1950

11951

1952

1953

1957

1958

1959

el

Republican-controlled:

#%43,5 per year

kk¥%EIS QA nar vear

37.4%

1946 1194811949 1954]1955]|1956 1960 {Totals’

Roll calls 99| 130 831 79l 121| 154| 109} 72 71| 76} 76| - 73| 1601 93| 87| 931423
Voted - 43| 431 29| 421 -98{ 85| 71| 41| 45| 45| 49| 57| 44 77; S 78] 73] 920% -
Absent 52| 22| 14 20] 23] 69| 38| 32| 26 31| 27| 16} 56| 16| 91 20| 503
Percent voted 23.0/33.0/35.9(53,1] ~--|44,.1(65.1163.6| 63} 59| 64| 78| '44] 83| 90| 78]63.3%.
Percent absent 52.5/16.9115.7{25.3[19.0 45,9134.9 44.4| 37| 41| 36| 22| 56| 17| 10| 22|36.7%

“IVotes differing w ‘ - 1 : : : - ’ ' B . '

1. Dem. majority 81 6 17 11/. 8 9i 8] 6 14 5 1i 2 4 71 6 71118

% differingw. | - | | , v . RS ‘ - e ) |
Dem. majority 8.01.4.6(20.4/14.0{ 6.0| 5.0} 7.3|8.3|22.5| 6.5 2.6} 2.7| 4] 6.4} 6.9] 7.5{ 9:0%
Votes against s _ , ' ' - ‘ o
House majority | 13| 22| 36| 28| 24| 18| 34| 29| 31| 20/ 7| 10| 18| 15| 17| 10| 332%*

% against o - ' . S 1 ' : R
House majority [13.1]16.9/44.5{35.4119,0111.7/31.1140.1|43.6126.3| 9.2 13.71 . 18117.2119.5 10.7122.5%%%%
Legislation the B - 1o N | ' : ' S
group voted on | 29| -38| 31| 35| 72| 62, 53| 25| 31| 30| 45| 39| 35| 54| 72| 46| 697*%%% |
Percent of total 27.2129.2(37.2144.3159.5/40.2148.6134.7143.6139.4|59.2153.4 1 35458.0482.7149.4148.9%

No. of uniform . . R A I R ' ' S
group votes 27| 34| 301 31| 511 47| 48| 21| 28| 27| 391 35| 28] 42] 52| 34| 574%%%%%
% of uniform ] : . ' 1 R 1 B : '
group votes 93.1489.4196.7188.5:170.8175.9190.5184.0190.3190.0[86.61 90 80'"77',7: 82173.9§82.3%

*57.5 per year
*#%20.6 per year o
**%*Democrat-controlled sessions: 17.5%
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cénsequent absentee record onﬁ3,6 7% Vof ’themo His average peréenta’ge
on roll calls of voting in opp@sition to his fellow Democrats is 9%. HlS
oppositioﬁ to the simple House majbritf is 22,5%, based'or; the .ro‘ll calrls'
over the ‘past SiXteen vears. This indé‘;{ varies considerably{- dépending |
upon which parﬁy organized thé Hc:)us’ver. In Repﬁblican sessions the ‘avéfagé
percentage was 37.. 4% while fhe percentage in'Democratijc.‘ally controlled -
sessith'Was only 17.5%. _

_Aé was nréte"dt ééflief, Dawson "vot’éd against the voting ma.jq‘:r'i»ty "o_f-‘
his 'pérty' 9% o;f the ‘tirﬂ_e over t'he years. Varié)uS classes of» bills W:ill now
be examined. in aﬂ attempt t<; Fﬁ;e\}élo‘p a pa?térﬁ or patterns of Dawson's
legi/slative' b’ehaVior (see Cha‘rf 3)

iny four times did he vote against his party on agricultu'rél'ﬁ
issues—-oﬁcé each in 194,77,‘ 1‘94'8", 1953, ia‘nd 1957.. Twé;éf' the bllls wefe:
related to city inhabiténfé . Tk-ie, first bill which he favored was a_mo't.ion‘
to discharge ‘th‘e fepeai of the oleo ta:éfrombccl)mmit’tee, The. second W'as‘ a .
biil to aiiow 1ives’%ock dealers to levy a charge upon thlesaierg to earn g

money to promote meat consumption in the United States. Dawson oppos'ed

the measure." In 1947 he voted to increase the VDe'pa.r'tment"s' budget. He Ce

vot'ed-i'n 1953‘. to reduce the money btj.dgeted’,to sqil‘,’cvorive._fsipﬁ.

On is.'s'uesvdeqavli‘hg with civil rights, he di.sagrée‘d with his party
c}’oh‘sidefab’ly-more . ‘Tﬁi'rtéen‘ _of thesg '\}oteéz Weré éast_ against thﬁe:Ir-Io't‘ls'e' '
Un‘—America‘n Acti"\./ities; Cémmitfeé funds, égéinsféohtembt citatiohs;_téi"ld o

against internal Secufif;y me_as‘iires . The rest dealt either with F ..E..P.,G;"or -



Votes Against Majority of Dem_ocyriats

‘Chart 3.~ Dawson
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: .6-'.1":".
or ant'i-poll tax le‘gislatibn , which he obvi‘ous_iy févbfed’,; ‘or 'Wi.trh _Ieéis— |
lation intendé‘d- to void the Méllory rule, which vDawson o.ﬁﬁ'ojsed,{ The -

Mallbry ruil‘e.livm,‘its to applfoxirr'latel'y three ,hQurs the time a per_son-c_anr_b'e'fr o
‘held Wi‘t'hout arfaignment on a Fedéral 'clharge'o" | |

| . On fdreign policy is‘Asues, he séldom voted agvjainvs;.t his partf. . Inf
1‘95’3 he v'oted’not to récommit‘the Reci'procgliTrade» Agreémen-t Act jcq com—
mittee, and in _1‘9 6_0 he voted for the Ford '(Reﬁ;Mich) amendrﬁent to add 1
© $65,000,000 to ﬁutual security defense sﬁbpoﬁt,

The most vcteé cast in o.ppqsitic‘mvto his partyde_'alt with educa’tio’n'v .
aﬁd labor. - He has consistently »vot:ed égéins_t any.b_ills which orgaﬁize';i,
labor‘W;‘ould find répulsive, For exarﬁple, he_vofced égain’stvlimiti.ng )
employer liability under the .Wages aﬁd Hours Ac“c.,i againstavll ‘th‘e steps to
secure passage. of the 'I"aftv—I—Iartl‘eyv Act; agaiﬁ_st "éll thé s;teps ’;o secure .
passage:.of the Landrum-Griffith Labor Management Act; and he voted c>>ni'
several occasioﬁs to cripple or kill thelbills p__ermitting the enf;ance of -
Mexican agriqultural Worker_‘s. into th~e United .St'ates .

The nine votes in opposition ’Fo financial rhévftersv generall?
involved issues that'vivould.be‘nefit "the little man: " ‘Hev supported such -
b’ilbls as lwould cut eixcise t_axje’s and continue eXcﬁess' profi{ taxés-&

DaWSQn followed th{e 1iber§l' l~iné 1n Voting on hbusing legislation.
He voted to continu.é»“tlig.ht'féh£_cibﬁt%@is andto libmi‘t.vinteres’_c on housing
\\ioah insﬁréndeto 6% | . |

| ‘.I'he"six bp_po"‘si_tion: ﬁ{QjE'Qs ?o :yé;teran‘sv“ legi:él’atic;n_‘wefe 'aii ‘gearéd' |

to limit Veterans'_benefits.l However; he has mentioned with regularity- L
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tha't;" h§ is ”a"vevtel.f‘a‘n, a ‘Wounvded..ai‘;lchi_ Ev:_‘ri'p‘pled'v‘o‘r’le (a-lthoﬁéh‘ the princﬁ pa:lh
cause of h1s é]kripiplefd ks.ta't‘e‘is a fsévere'.gutomobi'le accident) .. | He voted m ’
1949 against ‘.'the ve'téraﬁsv"' Pension Bill, in 1950 to kill-o'ut—p;—;ltient medical
Aca_b“r‘e for Spa_qish;;ﬁlneric_;anbihx/\faf veterans , :Van‘dvt.o kill. disability pension
incljeéses for v_e’t_eyf.ans '%‘&hbse ‘inj ufies We’re‘ sustainéa outside the armed
. fdr'cés . |
~In 1947 he.vovted'against increas‘ing the investigatory power of
his comr‘nitvte:eN, This was one of 'the'f-evv occasions on_which' he voted
agaiﬁét le:giélétibn th'ar't came undcie.r" his ~.committee"s juris,dictidn, This
_vo't“e' was conswtentwﬂ:h h‘is'vo,te 1r1 the mi_ddlé ’46 's .agaiﬁst giviqg
in\{_e‘-éti'gaifo‘rvy; powers 4t‘Q Vthe‘ E’ducati@n' a.nd Labgr Commlttee
| Mostof _hi’f;é;;v\?:ot;evs ron.f_ia'tull”al gas and tidei_andS'législatioh “we:‘re E
' :to‘ recommlt——klll——the bllls All of "hié ‘é)ppo‘éition- vvofes 'in_»-this' é.rea' :
T ref iectéd a V‘Sil'”'O'I%lg"dGSj:lf\e?Ijl‘O’Ev té relela'sé‘ ‘natural‘éas bfé&uc’:e’rs frém Pederal
.'vcc;(ritArqh‘l andnottoglve fhé sféfes ,Vna;rr.l'ely soufhern one'sb,‘_ the di‘épgted_ .
tidélandé_. - .
' Hls .t>hrée'v0t'e§ agéi—nét chial_security legislatidh V"all came ih
' 1948 bH_ev voted:,agai'ﬁst raising the améunt of mbney to be given to publicrg‘ . '
' a‘séis-téncﬁe, but also for~ inéreésing social security c‘overaée,
: I—Ils pﬁblié chﬁrk,s"vote,s were’a'gainst incfea'sing flood control fupds
.inb 1949 and _aéé‘iﬁSt the 'approp'rivafcion’ for the Glen Can_ybn Project in 7
Arizona . o
Daws‘oh'is' f:i\_/"ér arl:ti—ir'l‘ajority vot’éé o‘n immig}ratién all have had

- the aim of increasing the flow of immigration into this éountry. -
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v W:_'Lthin the rhiécellaneous category, he genefally took what is
described as fhe liberal pOsitién‘. He voted against (a) investigatirig
, taxb-—exempt foimdafci_ohé;, (b) giving the’C:'Ji\‘fiLS‘efv'ic.:e Gomfn-issio'n dis—’
cretionary pgwefs in deéling with viollfclt:ions; (c) the séle of government—
owned rﬁbber Ap’)lants‘to‘ private ihteresfs;_ G))] éiving upj the governmeﬁt's |
o : fight to patents obfain‘e‘d"’by cc;mpanies difscés}ering the information forrthe
p‘atent under a goverhm’ent.relsearch grént; and (é) the ;S’Iﬁij:h;('Dem—Va)
Bill to 'nu:'_l»lify the Néls"on Cas‘ev dééisiori dealih‘g' with th;e pr’e—emp‘,tive“ ‘powers .
b"c>>f the natioﬁai gévérnment. |
- ‘Dawson consisf’vcently.,advocates‘ fnore g0verrimenta'i control over .
the economic and social,éspect of 'ma'n's lifej, but advocateé,less cont£01 |
olvefr ~the gé,\fernment's .attempt to pry into a person'é life. The ihdgx ”key_"
\'fot“es " '(t‘h'eée votes ajre-'thc.)se des'cribed a‘sv4"ke‘y votes" by th;e Cbngres—‘
sidhé'l .Quarterly Aimanéc) in ‘1945 through 1960 has been éﬁélyzed’ in an -
. attempt 'td deteri.r;ine. aﬁyvfecogniéable -tfends in Dawson's i'e-gislativé
]’oé']@aﬁ)io;r'°

”I—'Iis thihkihg‘app‘eav‘rs to ’.Have:chéng.e’-d:over the y*ears m ohe )
J ‘; -res.p.ectm In 1949 he‘ v,o’pe& agna,i'nst rigid .ihigh'pri.c':e' sup‘porfé_! but in ,19531:“
,1“9;5'4', ‘1955 . 'aﬁd i960 ﬁe voted fdr t‘h'e.‘r'ri‘ arid Qppos“ed'the fieﬁibl’e plan
‘aavpcatéd' :by“Pf‘esideﬂnf Eisenhower. | :

| On the. key ci-\}il‘ rights vb‘ill“sA _he"‘s‘ﬁppOftgd _a“n:t-i:—poll fcax’legis..lat_ipnh ,‘4
o PEPC » 'and-nfvé‘deral "1”.e.f ebfe‘els‘ foij Véﬁér ‘J_regi'étraticsni;,"._‘i—léf V&ted agé‘iﬁis?. “ .:

aniy_“bi‘ll,s‘ thé’_c, ,W‘Qﬂld d‘e‘vlve'-‘rncijfe‘.y‘deepl_yi.ijn’tc"):an"':-‘i‘ndii[idual'S bel.i‘e’f“) vs'ulch L



l'_6'4t.
3 :as’ the Mundt—Nixo_n Anti-—Qommunzist BlllIn 1956, hoWever; in an unex¥ |
pected and 'unexplained move., he. Vot.‘ed"v_a_gainst 'the- Powell 'amendment_ to,,".”
‘_'-;j"";the School Aid Bill. |
Defense promoters have a SOlld backer in Dawson ’ l—Ie is not
‘” rkpartlsan 11'1‘1’118 servrce ch01ce “ votlng .to add more money than the Presr
~~.dent requested to’ both the Army and the Air Porce over the years | He‘l‘s._.an
-‘Zadvocate of'un'iversal‘mllltary ~tra1n1ng; " OnCe,- 1n an appeal 'for an ‘e‘nd" to. _' o
segregatlon in the Natlonal Guard he stated,. “l have always bfeen’in..
A favor of U l\/l VT 61 I—le also ‘has constantly supported strong selectlve .
"s‘erv1ce leglslat_lon. | I—Iev did not‘{,‘ as-PoWell d.td, upon being defeated in
: .attemptsv}tro‘ A;e'nd segregatlon in the.a'rmed'vforees in past ylears,‘ Vote against: -
‘th:e;,entire draft ‘prog‘ram", " .‘ | |
Dawson has consmtently supported leglslatlon fa\rorable to |
: orga'nized labor. Both the Taft I—Iartley and Landrum Griffith. b1lls Were
‘ Opposed .by him. Unemployment measures Whlch Would extend the length
5 _of auailabilit?' a‘nd ralse ‘_the provided ‘a'mo.u_nt‘have won hi's Acontinual
' appro\)al;", o | |
_Sohool ald, vscho_ol c"o’nst_ruction and feder}alaid- to-'e_ducationin '
general hav.e always ‘r‘e'oelved‘a "ye,a“ Vote. from' the Ch'icagoQongressm_an‘;'ij ”
v Public,housing b;i‘lls have alsfo‘j- been‘relgularly' suppo‘rtedb'y‘Dawson? lle ..

“has voted favorably for continuation of -rlgid rent ‘controls. .

) . 61U Sy Congressmnal Record 84th Cong Ist.
© Session, 1955 vol 101, Part 6,p 6653
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British 1ean’e ,;':-T’Qre"e.];{;—f‘]?urk@{s_;ﬁ. aid',ﬁ{;Eéijpean recovery plans
(Marshall Plan)', mntnel‘defense as‘s:istanbce(aets‘, "Point‘Four assietance,v
economic aesistance»,"»I.{or’ean aid and the Mld-East Docfcrine afe all foreign
‘policy‘fdeelarvajtiens whlch ']jawrs‘on hassupported ‘:“"I"he Reciproca‘l Trade |
' Agreement's extension has never failed to win hris‘ affirmative vote.

In the a'rea‘of.bfinance, Dax;veon opposes cuts .in government . -»
spending, He nés voted in favor o'f" income taﬁc reductions b? allowing
higher pefsonai exernp_tions 1n 1947‘,' ’1.954; andv 1‘9.55 , but he has voted
) ~against other types.of inctom‘eltex r.e_giuetidn m'ea*"sures su,ch‘ as ending the . '_
excess profite tax. 'I-ie voted‘againet ’increasing,interest on government
bonds and againsf raising the gasoline t:a‘x to finance the ’highvr\‘;ay progratrn,

'I-Iis general pattern of not ”Voting to cut .gov'v;ernment expenditures -
| was s.‘uppressed when he voted to kill the 1949 ,Veteran's,Pensien Bill
(HR2681), which wo_ﬁid*,nave éiven all veterans of‘ 65 gfeafe of age,b a
pensienvo'f $90 a month. I-.Ie‘balso \lfo;c-ed avgainstiréising diVSabled veterans '
non-service connected disability pension to $120 a month.

The furtnef QeVeloprnent of the »TVYA, the creation oAf. the Qolorado :
River lsroj'e-ct, and the vote of apprevél for the St. i.aWrenee- ‘seaway show
his approval of governrnent developrn‘ent of water and powef sites. Through-
out the leng é‘truggle bvyj:he naturalﬁ gas. prqducerstoy gain.«exeznption 'frém o
Federal chtrol ‘and by the Oii in’te.l‘ri_es't‘s te'nave C-engress ‘giVe the Vtidelé&n'ds
to the sfates, Dawsor.i‘consisftently' voted over and ‘ov"er‘ to thwart both

objectives.
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Either %che "'key""vote_.‘s. or the enti;]j,emoeratic méjerity votes

point out vDaws‘on_"s pa"ttell"n ef edvocating ‘ghat fhe lc‘_A;o‘vemme-nt take a more .
constructive interest in the socio—ec'onomi:c'epheres ef an individ'uel‘s

life, and less of an interest in the individual's political beliefs.

.'Pu‘blic S'peecvhes'-

* Another ivmpovr'tant ‘as'lpect' of a COncji“essman's behavior is public |
speeches. "Due‘ fo Dewson"s lbe.lvief that- speeehes can and:fdo have mofe
of an'adverse than a .]eenefic.i‘_el effect, the r‘n'aterial available for sﬁch an‘
examinétion is severely >limit"ed..' On rriet'ters other than fchose relating
te civil'?ri_ght_s ; ‘either directly or iridifeetly, or on those matters .of concern
"to his Com’mittee,jDa.weon has remained cor‘npletelyvsi-lent, not explaining
his stand er; vol‘te_on“a'ny ether of the major ereée _Of Ie_gislation_. The sig-
. nif.ica.nt sp,@eche.e, quite few,ir; number,ﬂwlill ,be exavmined: m the next few :
pages.

.‘D.éwsen's fir_stvsvpe_e'ch‘to the I—Idus'e‘of Representatives,’ several

months after he entered that body, concerned a colored man. It was the . -

first and only time in his Congressional career when he rose to defend one .

of his own race. "I'am not," Dawson 'séid, "one who is insensitive to
color. I am not one who is ashamed of what God made me. ..."%2 After. -
this introduction. which included the notion of race, Dawson launched into.

the defense of a Negro ‘who was accused ef--bein'g a Cemmunist, ending

bzU S. Congressmnal Record 78th Cong lst
Sessmn 1943 vol 89 Part 1,p 702 -
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his 'ap-peal with thé hope thet "the fundamentel idea of fair play that we |
know rests deep down'in- 1-:h.e; bosom of 'tvhe_majofitiy. of the Amerivcan pliblio"'s3
v;ould.]o:ez exhi‘bit-ed, | |
| His. second speech was conoernedf-with the theme, "I am a Negro..
I am an Ame-rican ...l can s-tand fherelbe‘fofe byon. . .and teil you I do not
'believe there are those \‘/vho.neve a deeper love and appreciation for the
oountry‘Of the:if birth t'kh‘an' does':’lth'e Ainerioan Negro. n64 In the next
session of Congfe,ss béwson:olel‘ivered -anoth‘er ernotional appeal. Notl '
surprisingly{ 1tran "1, too, ;am‘_ ’anl_‘AIneniLc;en,' an'd‘ in"rnaking_;my claim to
fhatiI apologlze to no 'man." By e{(ery rnle ’#hat you rnay measure men, apply -
it to rnek,".‘and see if I measure up to .-T_hat vte,s:jt o ".65 .Thié speech rece‘ive.ol__'
no atwt.'entionv, _buf in 1,95.,1:a sifnilar ap‘p*eal‘" eirnerg.elol as his most famous ‘
'speech,J‘ |

“"This time, as one ,QOngiressm_en ph}ased it, "'Dawson becarne‘one ,
of the few é.on.oressmen wnoever chenoed a bill With a speech. «0® The
~ New "York ,Ti.mes called it a "Stifring plea" against segregation in the armed

forces. He implored his colleagues-to reject the segregation provision in-

- 631bid.
) 641bid. Part 4, p,f4852;

S 65U 'S, Conqressmnal Record 78th Cong@,, 2nd
Sessgion, vol. 90 Part 4, p. 5058.

661nterv1ew ‘with Congressman Sldney Yates (Dem-I11.)
on July 19; 1961. ’
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a pending draft bill. The I—louse later rejected it 178 to 126. Bes-ides
approximating what was ‘quored‘ from hi's' above ‘s'peeCh,, D'a-wson- declareds

= Give me the test that you would apply to make anyone

a full-fledged American, and if, by the living God, it

means death itself, I will pay. 1t, . .I would give up this life of
- mine to preserve this country and every Amerlcan in it, '

white or black. -Deny to me today, if you will, all that
~American citizenship stands for, I will still fight to

preserve our nation, knowing that some day, under the
- Constitution of the United States, all of these restrictions

will be removed, and that we will move forward before the

world as one people.

In 1946 1n one of the rare oubllc speeches of his‘llfe Dawson
d‘iscussed the respon-s_,ibllity of the‘ Negro‘to a"rcollege,cornruerlcemen't of
| N,egro stude‘nts,; Dewsou"s ;‘pvhilosoph.y isuiorolv)aloly ]_oest summed up,,‘inf
thislspeech. | | | .

We ourselves must assume respon51b111ty for ourselves
- and abide by the results of our own achle\/ements " The
‘situation is here, the c1rcumstances are set, the battle .
_lmes are drawn - Qur enemles and obstacles are known.
The place we attain in the fmal analy51s must necessarlly
depend. on how well we appraised the situation, how
intelligently we mastered the circumstances, and how
skillfully we planned and executed our battle strategy. ..
Were it my desire I could relate to you from my
~ personal knowledge incidents which would boil the blood
within you, whip. your temper into a frenzy, and fan the
fires. of your wrath into devastating -flame, on which
reason and judgment would be quickly consumed, and
give place to bitter vengeance. . .but were I to do this
and leave you so,.were I to do this in some selfish
desire to pose as a fighter for my people...and present
no plan of action to overcome the situation, were I to
do-this and leave you embittered and angry and without

67U S. Conqressmnal Record 82nd Cong 2nd..
Sessmn, 1951 vol, 97, Part 3, p..3765.
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hope to master the circumstances, I would prove myself
a worse enemy to you than any person.of any race could
ever be. .. ' ' . a o
Courtesy, politeness, consideration for other people

still constitute the march of culture and refinement and will
open more doors -and make more friends for us than all the
- gwitch blade knives, pistols, and blackjack‘s made when -
placed in the hands of unreasoning and irresponsible
persons. " ' ' ’

_Evaluaf;ion |
An intrigl_iing iasp‘ect of the _Chicago_ i\Tegro's Cohgr_e_Ssional career
_has beén, his a]oili:‘t‘y;-t‘c_}']';eép hig _co‘nis'ti’;qé-nfts”ih the dark Wlth fegér.;i-;co ,
his posi:’c‘ikoh on abv'm_ajo’r 'pér_ti'o'n of the ;ifital" issues of his decades in '
‘ : C.or;grésvs; The fact thaf he is an ﬁrban‘ Neg;o Would.autc-arhévtically make N
the issues of civil ri‘c_:jhts,‘p:ubl'i,c‘ hou‘s'.invgr, medical care, "progressiive
“taxes, " better sch@o.lbs r educational‘bbp_oftunity, and the .concept of
Wélfare lg,gi,slatibﬁA'g.enerally,véf priﬁé' ‘ilrr'i;éo;’ﬁén'ce 'bcfh‘ to him, his
constituents, aﬁd_ his race. An analys'ig Qf-his éaree_r reveals that he
‘haS never cham_pi_oned'any of these Qéuses to a noticeable.ex'teht, ‘With
the excep'tibr; of thie infféduétidn of 'sc.)mlé.‘civtil'lrightsbbills that W'ere nevér
acted upon andseveralshortora‘tlonsonpendmg civil rights legislation,
l ~his name and voi‘ce"af'e absent from th_é prbrr_ibtion of any of these vcauses,.,;..
Dawsqn hastaken no activé position regafding th;evareas of
defense "an'c'i"'fore:ibgn pbl._i:cy exéept for Vgcally suppdrting a bill for an

integrated afmed’forces ... Despite 'hi'é,.la‘ck of poéition—taking-; ‘Dawson

68y, S'.Acongréssionél Reé}o’rci, 79th Cong e anv' :
- Session, 1946, vol. 92, Part 9, p. A3034. RS
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has managed to win re- electlon COl’lSlStel’ltlY w1th pluralities between
55% and 75% of the vote

Dawson S feud.al kiﬁgdom in the heart of the country gives him
more freedom than even the most solid southern districts give their con-
gressmen. The s’outhem representatives cannet deviate on the issue of _
éegregatidn‘, even if ‘they have complete 1icense to perform in the othe‘rn
areas of the political are;la, However, Dawson even usurped that barrier
with his vote against the Powell amendment to bar segregation in the
schools. ‘No.politician in the country, Wiﬁh' the possible exception of
Adam Clayton”PoWell, Jr., has the freedom and mobility at the national .
level that_William L. Dawson has gained. Iames Q. Wi_lson' wrote of
this phenomenon,

 He can, survive almost any position he takes on a

single issue, his freedom of choice is ‘wide, he can be
dellberate in his choice of ends and means, he can
s devote himself almost entirely to the pursuit of other
non-racial goals without being penalized. His range
of discretion regarding'mean's to any important political’
.end is broad. This is done in part because he can
" afford the luxury of little or no-publicity, and in part

‘because he need not consider the extent to which the
‘means he uses are endowed with value significance.

:’69Wils.on, "Tro Negro Politicians, " op. cit., p. 361.



.. ADAM CLAYTON POWELL, JR.

- Biography of Powell

. Thei ‘Rfexlf\e’rend‘ Adgm Ciayton Poweil, Sr. was born in a: one-room -
log ‘cabir‘l in F'ranklinCovuntér, 'Virg‘inia . I-Iie: ﬁaught hi'mself howfto rread
,,lon‘e ~Wintér by studyihg lthé Gospel of St. Ioﬁn by firelightl The family .

li\}ed in an obscure rﬁral 'area,»‘ aﬁci’ Powell, one of 19 children, .did, not
eveh ]%ndw Wha't" town héilived near. He saw a clock for the first time
-when he was ten; he saw éttrzéin at age 11 He showéd 'éjreaf'ambition
Tand énérgy bsf Wofkin.g' és_ a waiter to pay his Way”’cbhrbugh Yale Univérsity, 1", _"
. -Powell, Ir "s"grandfatl"ler, was a branded slave. He r.el‘isheé -
‘ téliing «fhe story of how;_:whe’n };e was £en yéafs Qld, ‘he climbed o__ri a.
c’haif éﬁd traced the letter ‘"_P(“"v ﬁiﬁe incv:hes high, which was b@rnéd.intél"
his grandfathef"s‘ back‘, Povx;éll"s m'a.terna‘l' grandmother was white, ac—'
counting for the éxtrerﬁe ‘lig'htne‘ss' of the C_Ong?essman's 'complexion._,'z.'
Powell uses his background to poiitical advanta_g'e, ,"M.y- folks
were field Negroes f<'3r> coun'tléss élenerations . Théfc."s why‘l’ bélbng to_rth'e

masses. n3 Actually, Powell comes one generation removed from this-

1Washin§ton Pbst and Times Heféid, Feb. 7, 1960, D. 38.
 21pid. | ‘ |
" 3Ibid. .
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tradition. The fact is 'that "he was pampered as a child and has never
known wahia;"4 Born in New Havén, Co-;nnectit_cl:‘ut, ‘November 29, 1908,
he was six months old When his father moved to New York. to. take over the
Abyssiniari Baptist Church.

His lig}ht complexion :ﬁade both Negroes and Whites suspicious '
~of him. Powell likes to tell tflélvstory of hié ‘fifst violent encounter with -
prejudice on the streets of Ne’w York,

‘When I was about 12 we moved into 136th Street

and we were one of the first Negro families there. Well,
there were always fights. between the Negroes and the
Irish--we called them the 'Micks.' I remember one night

-my mother sent me out to the bakery and I was stopped by

+a bunch of Negro klds, and they beat me up because they
thought I-was Whlte The next night I went out and a
gang'of Irish kids beat me up because I was a Negro. Later
that week another group of Negroes stopped me and they said,
"What are you'P' 1 said, "Mixed.' Well, they thought I sald
'Mick.' So they beat me up

In '1930, ,Powe_ll.recelved a B. A. from Colgate University.
Powell prajsxsed as a white student there 'untilvvvhis father arrived on campus
to deliver a lecture. Apparently, he led a playboy life while in college.
Powell is. alleged to have said that his mother gave him a tofal of ,
$100,000 while he was at Colgate. 6

' ”PoWell_earned his Master’s aegr'ee at Columbia and a Doctor of

Divinity at Shaw University, a Sméll Bavpti_st—affiliated school in Raleigh,"

4Ibld

, 5 "Adam Clayton Powell, Ir A The Angry Voice of
Harlem, " Esquire, LIV (Nov : 1959) 42, ¢

“61pid., p. 44.
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North Carolina According to hi’s Congr‘essional‘vbtodraphy, he atso
studled Min- Europe North Afrlca and the Mtddle East. n7 Powell entered
the mlnlstry on the nlght of Good Frlday, 1929 He bacame a{n‘assistant '
pastor of t'h‘e“Abyssinian Church in’1‘9.3‘1 ,and,pastor‘ in 1937.
.G:ornrn‘ensurate W:tthbec‘om-i‘ng” a;r‘n.ini‘ster in t—Iarler'n,‘ Powei_l took
| "fc'anfj;ac.tt:\‘,ffe';inter.eSt,i'“vn.fHarle‘rne‘civic* problems “In 1936 [a groupv of‘ Neg‘ro‘
doctors Who Were banlshed from::a hospltal because of thelr race, came.
. to the 22—~ year—old Powell for help. I—I‘e Organized meetingsf' pichettng,
delegations to medical and city officials, ‘an"'d a march of 6, OOO Negroes
. ,b'On‘ Ci;t.‘y‘Hall;? “_"vThe B@élrd. Q.£ Et;stimlates Was_'_in.sfes'sion, and Powell -,A‘as ,
chair_rnan'of the throng outside, got a heartng and 'voiced hls dernands,f :
The Ieventual results were not onty the granting of practice in "Harlemi
ho spitalds for Negroes 'but*the estab'lishme"nt‘ of an interracial staff "
""»".Al‘l my life, " Powell Was. later“"to,v.vrite of this ‘dayatxdtty Eail, A
“ "I had prepared myself for that opportumty That davy,. When T saw 6 OOO |
Negroes streamlng to City Hall by car or bus, subway and elet/ated llnes
I--.knew.ywe had, ‘Within our‘.hands, a powerful weapon that W_ould,s_hake ‘the _‘
v.‘e,arth—_—,a"'we;apon Whlch, di--s"ciplin‘e.d and 'irna-s'_te_red, cou_ld .cut;fthrou.‘ghthe_
} falis.e . sympathetlc '\teneér- ('?.fA*merif‘ca-ilnto the. rottinc cance‘r‘Of ra-c'.i}al

‘ pre'judice‘; "9

7Congres51onal Offlce of Adam Clayton Powell
"Blographlcal Sketch of Adam Clayton Powell A p 1.

8Esqu1re Op. Cit
9Ib1d
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Exactly how gr'eat Powell's part ,vlrra‘s ln‘thi:s epiéode has sine:e
become a matter of controversy betwee_r'r,hisi', supporters and his 'erlemi‘es_.
His critics charge that the "real-"f work v'vas"de‘nje by the many oth-er-,gro'upsr V

.._‘and individuals on the scene. at the time of Harlem's f_irst‘p'olif;_iicél“aWal{err—__f__v

fin‘g.-" It Was-v.a time when l—larlem'vvasfs“urg‘ih{g x}vi-th protests, -piCléets,,,ahd' _;'

.‘a'c:tion,j’ arl'd Perv'e‘llﬁhlm.srelf 'erlArh‘its,: "t-heré.‘,'\:/vv'ere 6’rhers ,‘ before "rhe: .iand jother,sv’;,v,;,- |
. at the sa'meltime—r—l Was nop’;che"firSt one of the ohly '.o1v"i'e-‘=l,'k'';‘.1-0 : But Bewell
" ‘F:“fyv‘a’s the Qh? Who ovrgahize(_ler ne’ighborhqeéj'i l"vaereliria'_tirrg »Conlmltf_eev:

calledthe Harlem Crusade,whlch Was,aISO,lnthe mldst ofall the |
'eontrovers;ial happ'ehih"gls s | | : o
I—Iarl ein had beten.hérdh_hi'ft -_by,‘thze"‘clepree'sion:__ the Negre was '.""'ch'e; ;
" -la-et h-ired, f1rst fi-re‘d.."f-' -The>Crusade rnerrll‘oers' pieket.ingi of sltores on
fvf‘Harlem ‘s l__éSt'hJ Stre.eti-'eh‘d elsewhere secured fér the N egrov the 'rl@lht jto .,‘

work, “es well as the _'rlr;{ht~’vto buy 1r1 his own 'nelghbvorhovod'; vthe‘.e"rhploi./meh’.t: YA ,

- of Nedre pharrnaci‘ets; the f"i-rfst toke.riverriplex;/ment in the city light and tele-

'phone_{gomparnvie'sv; an'd»,".che hirih’gv of salesrhen for the heverage'indus‘tries .

: | The ‘-C_.rllsaAde mem‘he‘r‘s -‘):spehslereéi: the firét..,-‘r.n‘ee's"’stri]v{‘es' en;dﬁthe ﬁfs%{ mass .
:"profe st -finéet.ihg 5. 11 N A.,A; C P, EXecutlve ' SecretarY ROYlelkms has
ertten ‘of Powell S early act1v1tes that" o :

.it is not to be demed that Powell played a leadmg

o role in mobilizing inarticulate sectlons of the Harlem
_populatlon durmg the dark and seemmgly hopeless days .

T05bid.

U1phid., p. 44.
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of the great depressmn I—Ie taught them how to ask and
work for what they needed and What, hlt may be added,
was due them. Now patlently, and now with fren21ed
near—demagoglc speeches, he taught them and he led
them. If he asked them, in return to send him to the
Clty Council and then to Congress they still, in all

~ honesty, had the best of the deal. The new power he

' has taught them to use is cheap at the price‘,12

P_olritlyical Car‘e’er‘

“Ca_'pit‘alAizing on hie ioo_sli'tien as _rninisfver—e‘ivic leader ‘of. a »1arge '
seCtion of Harlem's Negroe's’,v l1'3.owell‘,A 1n 1941’,‘ hv\j:r,a’s electved to the New
York City Councii as a ."n_o‘mina.l Demolc‘rat" on»the American Party City

Fusipn Ticket’, and he .toek hisb seat a's an Independyent, Powell listed
his“goel»s during this c‘amp‘veign v\fer‘e "‘ho 'Wo‘rk.‘.'fo'r the improvement of the..
secial and eConemic conditions of the Negro‘in l\/laln‘havttan, parfieularlyA.in‘ |
Harlem, and for the inqlusion of Negroes in the econemic?and corhr_nunity
' nl3 In his first eleetien to the City Council he

wld

life of the city in general.
"put forth special effort to capture the Puerto Rican vote;"

and has con-.
~tinued thi's'effort throughout his p,ol_itigél career.
" On the Council, "where he operated ‘as a lone wolf, Powell loudly

raised his vdice on issues of discrimination." % One commentator wrote

“121pid.
13

Current Biography (New York: H. W. Wilson Co. , 1942),
p. 675. T

| 141b1d

- "15Dav1d Hapgood The Purge That Palled Tammany V. Powell
- (New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc.,; 1959), p. 3.
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- that Powell offered "few tangible 'accer'rt_plishmen‘ts as a l_e'g"'islat’,cror'e,,;"16

Powell also spoke throUghT.he People's Voice, a Harlem (Week‘ly newspaper

ef which he was co—‘,veivdttor.;" His Q.Oit;mh was called "The-SOéphox; "
Powlelyl_-:-saivd' ‘of-thevt;)‘apels: | "It s Just ‘me; 1t s ]ust a reflectlon of me. That s».
'_ the -x./.vay'v‘l ‘am. I' m 1nte.rested in the theater and‘tn beoks and tn sperts
'eh’d in r_e‘ligion,and‘_ in the great 'questionsv et.today. 'I'his. paper r‘eflects -
vthat‘,"’17 . | o o B
' In the'_ 1943 redistricting of l\TeW AYork‘ State, Harlem .w'as ,thade
: _‘th’e SiXteehth' C‘vo’hgre‘f'ss}ioné‘l":bistrte?t'.,- _1‘>ox}v‘eliﬁ,f’the sole Negre ion the Clty
Council, was’ ehatural‘candidéte from the;‘ aiStriet. 'I-.Ie 'set out'tq get
all three nomih‘e’t’fi‘ons-f-“—Démodratic , Repuhticah, and American Laber-Party-—-—
‘ 'e_nd s_heceed‘ed;.. I—Iev-was e,lect_ed V\?AithOutA'()jppv()ks-itiOl’l in 1944_,. ehteining 78% )
:ﬁot’vthe:;vote , and 'teq];.hivs,f‘seét_ a-s a;Deeri{é‘t; - E
- At hlelrst pressconferencem .t-heiCohgressviohali c'ampaign',v ‘
Powell pledged T will represent‘ the Neéfe first,‘ and éli. other AAmericans a
‘next w18 I—Ils platform' also 1ncluded o
| , the tiesne to eytend the life of the National Resources:
Plannmg Board, ‘and the granting of full’ power to it for "
‘a study of economlc wastage; a decentrallzatlon of commumty
credit control on transportation of raw materials

‘and furmshed goods and publlc utllltles the.closing of the
economic industrial gapv between North and South by removing

161pid.

: L 17"The People s Vowe," New Masses (Nov. 3 1942},f
XLV, is. ._ !

i 18New York Times, March 30, 1944, p. 10.
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all dlscrlmlnatory differentials, and moving industry
close to the, source of raw. materlals and extension
" of government responsibility 1nto the flelds of
health educatlon and housmg
Powell has been re-’elected every two yeafs since 1944.
- On ftweloccas‘fions“he has threatened to resign his seat in the
HoﬁSe° v In the Spring Of 1956, Powell‘,sai'd h’e'Would»make his';decision
after seeing the ou’ccome of the Prayer Campaign he had organi zed for
March 28th to end racial friction in Mentgomery,- Alabama. After March 28th,

20 . ,
L He never mentloned

~he: saibdtv ‘"I. WillAre-—'eVall_late the situation, .o
thls eﬁiSan again.

Again, in ~Iuly, 1960,' he anhouhced fthat he plahned to give up
his seat in Conrcjres‘s "ot later than 1964." He al_se stated that he Wouldﬁ-
fe,tire as ‘p.astojr. of" the church at the\eame tim‘e, "'PeWel.l de.c"lar'e‘d that he
Wa_zs geihg ';co relinc.zuish these pbsitions to en‘vcourage‘ and train younhger |
pefsone' for-lead‘_ership in the communitﬂ}. H‘e_ Warned; however, i:hat Mif

'somehod‘y»mak_e‘s me mad I might not go at all. "7241'

Powell and the Democratic Partsv‘
* In 1958, when he was under great pressure from the Democratic
organization in New-York to resign, he did not publicly offer to do so. -

‘This ti’ou’blebegan in 1954 when Powell's finahees' came .und‘er'official‘z'

191 id., October 2,~1944, p. 41.

.ZOIbid March 4, 1956, p. 55.

o 21Ib1d v Iuly 21, 1960, p. 60.
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‘ ihifestigatien;, The Vbu'ilder of an' i-nl-erraci.al cooberafcive h'o’usin.g projeet iri."'
. Qdeens told e "Senat'eiSub”—cidlﬁm‘ittee thathe ‘had loarled Powe.ll $"3, 000at .’
By 1% .inteli"esiti ’_Ee_ibu‘y e Healy sp‘orfs car, l:klé ‘m‘one'y. td loe retﬁrned‘i/‘vhen ’Che '
Represedlethe "‘fel‘tfl'usll', " ' chef tes’t"imol;ly feVeéled that two of l’o‘w_ell ".S"Y o
. .errvlplo.yees ha,d']c;ee‘rivmiade brojecl rmaneger's of 'thil‘s‘ Iderticuler heusingA.
;‘de’\rfelOplnenl at $8 ,QOO a .yedl;, ‘I’n-r‘r.l9.5_6 a.l'—r‘.e'd_erdl‘Gf‘a’rld Iuryln‘creééed
' "t,he in_f.c{eris'ity e'f"t'heinvesligavtienl of I._’owell::‘.v Shortly .the"reeft_er'{ ',t‘he jury |
‘ reces'sed‘ Wi‘tliout magiﬁg.aﬁy ihdlcfn.nent.s... 22 <-Iri eérly 1958, the r'hémbers “
‘of the Gfand Iury sént a Vseriés of letytervs'te t.he U. S Atlorney for NeWA
‘York thfeate111ng to reconvene'and l‘loecome a runawey Jury, " The'];'ur?
 was called back on Aprll l7 1958 On l\/lay .8 ; 1958,- PoWell Was vindicted’ :
on three‘counts of tax‘evasmn After the 1ndlctment newsmen asked
- Powe_llj-_'i;f the Charge:s' were true. 'P’oWel’l repli'ed, ~"l'.don "t ]<:1‘now- until
I talk.-j'iv_(? my ivéwifier t@’m%éw R NI
‘ 'Hisl'lawyef apparehtlly 1nformed h1m vsthat. he was Tlot gﬁll’ﬁy, f_c.)rr
- that 1s What he pleaded Ubodleavlﬁg tl:le ‘codf‘heusev' “he t‘eld fe.pAor‘ters, |
v‘"I alm belng purged becadse I am & Negro end a Negro sl10uld stay on the
pl,‘au'i’cal’cio1r1,,~"'24 |
| D'uelo av‘series 'of delays dnd‘illn‘esses (appendix,fherni.é_,‘ he:a‘ft

'..\ attack, and a non=cancerous tumor}, Pow'ell':'“‘s_ tax trial did not beg.in until

,ZZHapgood op. Cit 5,‘

'-ZSNewYork Limes, May 14, 1958, p. 24.

-.Z%Ibi'd‘.,,"l\/lay 15,1958, p. 23. .
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‘ tk}leI spﬁng Qf 1960, Th‘e government ci‘aimed‘ tﬁat Powelluhad listed his
Wife s téxable income in 1952 as $700, bwhenv:‘ her inéome was aCtually
$‘9‘0,0'00,, éarned'from her career as a jazz singer.. According‘ to commen-~
;této?s, 'h‘owever, the gpvernmenf's éa-s‘e was Wéak‘,‘and the judge dismisséd'
the flrst th indictmehfs - On the’ thlrd 1ndlctment the jury found him
1nnoceﬁt 25 After the trlal .the Abyssinian Baptlst Church awarded its |
A‘n’nugl Achiev:ement Award to Edward Bennett Williams R Powell,’s attorney
in the t‘éx 'case . |

' Bé'si;ies thevin\}estig‘ationof hlS finances and indictment in 1958 .
there Wéfe,. repercussions from his support of President Eiéénhower'in 1956‘_ .

‘ Hiw swit.ch to Eisenhower was’ mQ’tivated by his»_resp‘evct for the Preside’ﬁt ‘s
pfestige‘abvréao'l, his s"éand on‘i civil rights (Eisenhower has staged “a quiet-
fevoluﬁon for civil righ‘ts") ,‘26 and the seri’eé of snubs that Powell himself -
had received ffoin the. Ste?eﬁsdn camp..

: A grohu‘p of Hariem Democrats charged that the government's
.iﬁveéfigatidn .of'Powel'l and ‘his office staff was the cauvse pf his switch-ihg o
- parties. Powell réplied that "’;hi_s Was4 "a rcom'plete iie . Ididn't have any
c‘onvicfions to  change. . I’. hédyl’}Q,C»on.viqfi‘ons about Adlai Stevénson to"i
charige;"' Pdwéli calleo{ the ‘yé‘)'fficialjs; mék‘iﬁgfthe‘ charges "rubber stamps" -

and "pol'i’ti'cal stooges for the Dérrioclr’atic bosses downtown. w27 Later'in

Zpld., May 10, 1’959,‘p,‘ 1,‘;' e

Ibld Oct 21, 1956,p 1

Ibid., Oct. 15 1956,p 78.




the campaign PbWell again vigor.ousiy denied any-'w‘rongdoing. ! ‘made -
~.absolutely no de-auls . Not oné?vpenny‘is corﬁing to me. I would not accept
aﬁy, ‘ I am doing this of my dwn free will, n28’

Tammany Hall leadefs were highly displeés'ed with Powell's
actions 1n 1956. 'With, the income taXA indictmentsb\co‘ming at the,s;arlrlé
time és‘_t’he primary élections,tl thé politicél leaders thought this was“t‘heir.
Shanée to ﬁﬁrg_e ".Ehe consistently inconsistent ‘Pbx'/\.rell. . After the ‘indict-rﬁent‘s, L
Cartm,‘en DéSapio announc»ed'that' f‘thelleaders could ﬁot in good conséience
sug)b_oft:Aéﬁa‘fn Claytoﬁ Pov'\‘zell'because‘he is not’a Democrat. w29 Poweli

;reupjlieid' ‘tiﬁa‘t "DQSapid is a lié'li, ). .and a Miséi‘s‘sivpp,i bbs‘s, . .the Ne'g,r.oés-l
L left Miséissippi» to gét awéy. f”ro.m white bosses, .bu’; they found them in
I—Iarlem "30 | o

 ,~. Tamm‘an‘y‘év léaders looked for anothér 'Négro to oppoée Powell 1n
’rthe" Demb’cratio Iprimaryvin 1;'958\.- They final'ly chose Harvard—educated :
~Earl Brév'\(n{ thé‘ City dencilrﬁan who had led a _fight to’ end "Jim Crowiém."
in New York vhovusing. | |

J During .the campaign, at a»ral‘l_y in‘, Harlem hénoring the foﬁrfh
aﬁnivérséry ’o_‘f the Sup”r—yeme Court dé?isidp cv)n‘ schoé‘i intggration, Powell
,vérbally attécked ever'jfbody' in sigfht‘,' Hdlén Ia’cA:,k, Négro Manhattan .

bumjugh pfeSident and member of thé Tafnmany o'rganizatioh, was booed’

2805, Oct 29, 19"56'pf 23.

 290h4., May 16, 1958, p. 16,



i for ten mlnutes by 3 O(lO 'Spectators | P‘owell ,‘oalle‘d?,laok\"" 5‘Uhole 'Tom . " : |
' ] Iaok Was “unable to speak untll Powell ’urged the chWd to allow h1m |
| The Sunday follovvlng the rally, from h1s church pulplt Powell
;‘Warned DeSaplo and Iack to avold Walklng up _and down the ,streets of . :

- “ljlar-le‘m .o Wew,i‘ll HO’EV.“«SZUbJ‘th‘ ;fthetn o the vde‘:gradation‘. of attack s'iin'ilar,

to ‘-tho"se":NiXon;_got in Latin America,’ but we will make it v‘ery,uncomfortable,:",';.i .,

Jack rep‘lfiedithat -"'-!Powell ‘Will not chase‘ me :out of Harlern'i "31..

Followmg Powell S- "sermon," the N A A C P 1ssued a’ sf-tatem‘ent»' .

_d1sassoc31at1ng 1tself completely from Powell s threats agalnst any person s

rlghts to go freely about the c1ty of New York and about the natlon " The
statement sald, il part ' "We deplore and dlsasso<31ate ourselves from the .

panner of extrerne" raci'a{,lismu?s'edivby Mr Po\f/vell° . .rif, Negro citi—zens are to

-win permanent victory in the:long run,:we must be consistent. . We cannot . .

* Gasdrin facisin in others whils ustad it ousaives, 92

. P’»‘rown ,“r 1n hlS campalgn aloainstjPoi\‘/vell, lashed' back ',f‘lln all'
) ’hls yearskln Congress Powell has accompllshed nothlng lle ‘has‘ been o ‘
| :labsent half the tlme ’When the C1v1l nghts Blll Was passed last year '
v"‘(1957) Powell dldn't flght for 1t or Vote for 1t ' "33 Although Powell dld not

vote for the conferenoe vers1on he d1d vote for the House versmn I—Ie‘ '

‘was. in Eu'rope when the-'c‘onfe,r'enoe‘ bill fc‘ame up for a vote'. '

.,--’}f'jif311b1d l\/lay 22 1958 s 3

""'?’-:L32Hapgood 9 ‘cit . 7\".'_'"‘:'.,.';"' R

"SBWashmqton Post, op 01t
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~The Qu‘tcdme of the Democratié priméry eléctibn was an over-
Whelmigng Victory for Pr”o‘well‘., 'ZThe vote was '1_4,‘38.7 to 4‘, 935. Earl Brovvnv
later said of.his-fbattlje to unseat Powell, "I'was an orphan in the whole »
damn thlng . "?4 By October, 'P"Vowelvl had "made peace™ with Tammany. As

one reporter phrased itr,"v"Adém's ba‘b‘k on DeSapiois pléntat‘ion. n35

The Ab\gs s'ilniian Baptist Church -

The in'trume;'l’.cv‘thdt e'nabledt P‘owelll‘to rout the Tammany'forces in
the bitter 1958 pfimary ‘cvamp'aign was his church. The church was star;ted
in 1808’.w‘it'h 12 members.. It was exactly 10.'0 years old when PQWél.l'S‘ |
father be‘c'ame"paStcl)r. Powéli,’ Sr. m.oved’it' to its present site in I—Iaflem
‘an.d began to bﬁild up thé VC'Qnglregation while at ,the.same time managing’é
lucrative real'estate. ‘busin‘e-ss'i,i 'When the Wh»i‘tesv étarted leaving Harlem,
after the Negroés‘ beéén moying in, -lgowe‘llr, Sr began fo buy up white hprﬁes
at bargain prices. T.h'e‘"value j'.o‘f the homes he boudht: ultimately'rose and
provid>ed‘ a firm lbase' for the ?family f’,or‘t.un‘e‘v. 36

| The ‘chu‘rch his father built cost $V4OO,>OOO and was paid for in

four ye;c'ilrs'.;A In. 196_0 his son launched a $450,000 church expansion program,
and thfeatene_d‘ threé colléctions >per Sunday service'uﬁtil the campaignkm»za_s,‘ |

- completed. Powell, Jr. says df the E:hurch, "My father said he built the

- 34Esquire, op. cit.

’ 35I—Izzlpg‘_ood‘, op._cit.

36Washington Post, op. cit., p.‘ 38.
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church and I would interpr_et it. "37 'I'heﬂchurch is indeed ai Powell institu-.
t_ion. Unatf,iliated as it 1s With dn’y‘denomi’netion, the ’church"s letterheed
rslpeaks of 1t as"' "the church 'of .th.e rna.sses . 'l}38 o

ffh_e A.bys sinlan ‘Bapti?s‘:‘t',.Church is av.c_or'n_'lolex or.geniz‘ati‘on._ _ It o
hes youngv‘p(eo'p;le"s» groupg and_ _sponsors.’a;host of activities for»chi_ldren'.'
The church_ls. bulletin Fboerds.'are'fair lndicee of the ectivities; they are
cotfered with a’nnouncernents of la-hor endpoliticel meetings, notices to )
: ‘tho‘seon r.elief; calls for jobs, and a'veri'ety of social gatherings, | The

Achurch‘ “:provides a clearing‘fhou"se vfor‘ the "rn_ultiplici‘ty of communlty |
'- int_,e're gfs‘; 39 |

" .The church is th‘e "har'd core of hlS political strencth.- Thls fact
is acvknowledged by the church 1tself w40 In a press rel?e-as:e dated .

Iuly 30 1950 the church sald "A Spe‘ciél‘c’orrfmitt'ee'of- church'mernber_s;' :
has also’ been »set,up,_,-'i_ndepe\ndent of"th-‘e church, t_o-'mohilize the church's,
va_‘st/membership .t»inanci‘a‘ll'y}x and,in terms'of \}olunteer Work, to help

Representatlve Powell in hls current campalgn for re-election to Congress

A Harlem observer once commented "Adam is unbeatable. My Lord " ; v,

he has lO 000 parlshloners——and every one is a campalgn worker before '

37E Ottley, New W’orld A—Comlng (Boston Houghton—
leflln CO T 1943) . 220 ' : Coe

_ 38lb1d

N
“91b1d,

"%AOWashinqton Post; op. cit.

" 4lipid.

n41 T
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- election time. Who Ca'_:_lz,buildf a better m(aqhine? n42

. The church, the.only
: il"ljs‘t;tution pe}mi‘ttéd ‘Ehé Né'gro in slax}lefy; ‘.émvd on e thaf_is relatively free
of whii;e confro}:,;‘ ftradit‘ji»oné_l‘.ly’- 1s .ah ‘Airnlpo‘rté‘n.t}‘sdufc‘e of Negro leader—
v,vsk'.iip., "Abys"svin'ian'Bapti.sts'ma.ke. up close to lO%I'Ofl-the district's régistered
’vq‘tersv,v P_owell‘point.s out, “'I speak to 4 000 people every Sunday-——that S
’_" more thén a Tarﬁmany &istrl'ét leavder sees 1r.1_‘a year. Be31des about 1 000

‘ o : A . : 43 .-
people come to the church and community house every day in the Week.v" :

Powell's Legislative Record
Upon e‘ntefing the Ho'use','l?owell’declared to his constituents,
"T am YOﬁr sérv'_a.nt. ~Whatévfe‘r.you want me to do, however great, call

44 If his»'c;énstituents have called upon

. upoh me- - I-am_at, your. com’méﬁd. "
| him to .securé -t'h.e‘pa"ssage of ény c‘:e‘rta;in iegislatioh, they must beAsadly-
disappo‘ihted: He haé ,nevver iﬁtrodgced a. bill’, Wi‘th'the‘exception of some‘
bill‘s hej “co—bauthored",‘»" (sorpé.b'ills 1:1ave ’15_0 “'co,—-authqfs 'i)g which haé-

‘bec'ome,l'aw. ) One bill_ he authbred, 6 send "Greetings" to.the West'Indieé
.‘Fevdera‘gi‘on, was pas sed Ey Athe I—Io‘uée; : Thle: Powell Amendment regardihg :
in.t‘egration in ’ééhools .has’ also‘péésed the House..

. Fortyffi{ie pé‘fo‘ent of ’hisr biils .ha,l\}e' concerned civil rights. Educatio;ﬁ

and lkabor bills cOmpr_is_ed 16.9%, the _second largest category. The third R

| “Z2Hapgood, op. cit. , p. 3.
_'431bid.

_ .44U S. Congress1onal Record 79th Cong lst Sess. .,
"1945 XCI Partl 652 :
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1argeet 'oatecjor_if", 15 ..2%.], ;oonoe,r’ned t':ne Vifg'in Islenas 'and':P-ainema. An
.éxaminat‘io‘n of Chart’ i, wnion i"s. b-foke'n down by "inc'i‘ividuai'l sessmnslwﬂl 7 '
5 r’e:'vieelht‘he ‘p'-i‘ct%lr'e more mmutely | ko -
An exoﬁinefioH -'éf‘,‘Pwov\:iell's““vol“cving ,r.eoord- provi'de‘s anot‘her'in‘s._ight ;. |

"'into ‘nis oere‘evf. BetWeen 1945 and. 1960,', thelHous_"e_vo’t_ed -on -1-_,42{’>.ro11 .
o c'alls‘.‘ Cher.‘th 2 _bree];s,"‘dox'/v.n ’ghe' nuinnerof roll calls intO’#. eess;‘ton.—bg'—
. ' se’SSion lbasis;» Thls che{:.t avls‘o‘t‘a:ne"lyz.ee Powell's w}ofing feoord, bot_n by |
number and ‘;.)ercentageof roli ‘vc’;a‘llrvgotef‘s,:., HlS overall voting peroenfage on : S
l roll ca1181s 463%,W1th a oonéequeng ebs"e’nteerec-ord on’- .5'3‘.{7% oft.them. ,
Various _cles’se‘s of .bvills A\'/viilll_tnox'/\;»be exafnineci in »a‘n' attempt to
b_‘de_velkop:e"petfern for ,Powell“s 'Legisiati{}e 'behevior., ' (See 'Cnart' '3}.\_
- On fovll oall of .vot_e'sv:.'ne&' opposed nis fellow Der_no'cf—ét’s on an
averageof 18, 3% Eis oppo'si-tion'ft‘ot_ne eiﬁple House majorlty is 249%

ThlSll’ldeX varies. eoné‘i-de'rab’lyz,’ dependlng 'npon"whivch paft3; o-rgan_iz‘ed‘ the
n Héfﬁse'. In Rep_n‘b'licanjs-essi‘ons_the evefaoe hperoentége W_.e_s 379% wh1 le

' the ,p'verchentage» in,_berrioora_tice_lly—con’"cnol_led. seesions was 20 6%
: ' Pov’vell. votea with Dawson on the -f‘ou'.regricultn'_ral issues .d'es’c‘:rv,ibed
1n Ghaptef IIL _ ,vBes.ivdes-:tho;;se ‘i_s.s:ue':e,. ,Poweli ‘Vofed »on ee\.}ef‘al‘ occasio‘ns

- agalnsthlgh i:ﬁrice eupnoﬁrts._fon :toba.oco 'Pov&ell has v.ote_c:i sevefal finles |
not‘.to avl'lowf/\fff'anners to o'h'foo‘.seg from among V’ar;o’n;e »f‘prioe snp.'p.orfﬁ programs.

"I;ileﬂrnés.’%./—oted a‘ge‘inst ’innovatrionisj in 't‘ne Wheat pr'ogram‘for t'ne:‘,past two
._s-,e.*ss";ia;as-.v R T R

Most of hls antl—Democratlo maJorlty 01v1l irights. votes ‘have resulted

"from hls dlsapproval of the I—Iouse Un-Amerlcan Aot1v1t1es Commlttee contempt'



‘Chart 1 = Powell*

Breakdown of Legislation Introduced

~ INo. -passed: Foreign Policy

Congressman Powell introduced no leglslatlon in the follovvlng categorles°
Securlty, and Veterans :

Agriculture, Social .

. » . '19451946&947194819491950L95119szt9531954i955 956119571958[1959[1960Total
Total no. of bills introduced ea, yr} 13| ~2| 9 4f gl 1| 8 21 14 2| 25 11} 15[ 15[ -42] 11 171}
{Total no. acted on each vear - 0 0L ol 0 0 0 0 0p_ .0 6 6 0] 0 1 -0 0 1
|Total no. passed each year ol o o o} ‘ol of--ofl.-0of o o -of of of 1l o g 1t
Percentage of total acted on- 0/ o o o ‘of-o0f o o o o -0 o 0o 6 0 0o .6
~ |Percentage of total passed ol o/ .o of of of oo o o 0 ol 0f & 0 0. .6
‘--'Introduced Civil Rights 6] 1] 8 4 6| o0f 6 1 8 1 8/ 0| 1| ‘9| 16| 2" 77
- Defense of .of o of of-0f o -0 o o o 1l of ol -oj 0o " 1
Educatlon&Labor‘ ‘0l 00 o} 0 ©f o o 2 of 11| 1] 9 o} 5| "1 - 29
‘Finance .0} 0 o - of 0 0| o o o ‘0o ©of -0l ol of 3 o 3.
Foreign Policy 1ol -0y 0} o0f 1] 1} o 2| of 3_ 2 0} 2| -7i 6 29 -
I—Iousekeemnq' 0 1] o 01 o ‘ol o o o o .ol oi- 0f o0} o} o _ 1}
_Housing. c0l o _of ol of of @ o o of of of of 1} o} o< 1
_ Puerto Rico ol o of-of-0f of o o o o of ol 1{ of ol 0 1
Virgin Isl, & Panama. oo 1} o c2f of 1p o 1w 2] 71 3% 2| 51 o " 26|
_Others - ' 500 of o ef 1t 1} o 2 -0 31 21 0} 2| -7i 6] - 29|
Percentage of total introduced: - P S = | - ol 1 '
Civil Rights "~ _46] 50) 88/ 100] 75| 0} 750 50| 57 50i:35{ 0/6.6} 60} 38| 18| 45.0|
Defense . ol -0 o6l o] of of of o o o 0j9.0] o0j ol ol o .6.
Education & Labor ol _ol- ol ol o0f 0f o o 14 0 4419.0(6.6) 0] 1119.006.99]
__Finance Dbl -0} ol o -0f o rol-0i o o of ol ol o7l o1.7]"
Foréign Policy 0f . 0 0 0l @l 0] 0} 50 0 01 4.0 016.616.61 14} 18] 7%
Housekeeping .- Dl 50, ol o of of of-of o o o 0 0| 0l 0} 0 -.61
Housing ' 0f 0 Ol Oof 0} Of ©0f O O o 0! 0| 016.6{ 0} 0| .6
Puerto Rico of o of o ol of of o o o 0f 0i6.6} 0} 0} ol .6
Virgin Isl. & Panama | .8l 0| 11} 0] 25| 0} J2l - 0f7.1f 50i- 8] 63]20)1319.9] 005.2
_Others 38] of of of ofico| 12| of 14/ o 12{ 18! 0! 13} 16| 5406.9
Percentage of legislation acted on° o B I A = 7 Qo N -
. _TForeign Policy ol o ©of of of ‘ol 0Of of- 0 o 0f ©0f 01100f 0f-0/7.61
"Percentaqe passed: Foreign‘Policyi 0] ~-0]" ol of-"of of-.0ol -of o o "o} ol 0H00} 0} 0l7.6 |
~0f ob o) of.0f- oi- oOf of of o o0f 0} 0f L} 0f of 1|



~ Roll Calls of Adam Clayton Powell, Jr..

: th»art‘ )

A 19451194611947]194811949 {1950 {1951 {1952 ]1953]1954 1956{1957]1958]1959 /1960 [Totald
 |Roll Calls. 99| 130| 83] 791 121|154|°109| 72| 71| 76| 76].73] 1001 93} 87| 93| 1423
Voted - 491 59] 27| 54| 59| 77| .38| 17| 33| 25| 42 36| 43| 44| 46| 658
Absent 1 59| 71} 56| 25| 62 77| 71} 55| 38| 51| 29| 64| 50| 43| 47| 765
~{Percent voted " 149.4145.3132.5167.0[40.2/50.0(34.9123.646.0|33.3 58| 36| 46| 51| 49].46.3
Percent absent  (50.6154.7]67.5|33.0(59.850.0165.1{77.4(54.0(66.6 42| 64| 54| 49| 51} 53.7]
Votes differing w : L IR B N | - | S
Dem. majority |- 11| 17| 22| 24| 18| 19| - 6} 11|10 7| 8| 5/ 1ol 11} 7 191}
,% diifferi,ng W R » N ’ R E s : 1.
Dem. majority 112.1113.0/27.5|31.5(14.0112.3| 5.5{15.215.2| 9.2 .915.00 9.6/11.1] 7.5} 13.3|
|Votes against: | = o R S : - o ’
House majority | 18| 38| 41| 43| 29| 34| 34| 22| 24| 14 9f 18| 11| 22| 12 372
Percernt against ' ' - o E ) B IR |
‘House majority 118.129.2{49.4454.4{23.9122.0131.1{30.5133.7418.4 .3118.0411.8(25.20 13§ 24.9}




Chart 3 - Powell

. = Votes Ag.é.j:n:s;t;,l\/,[ajonty' of Democrats. -
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‘citaiiq’ns , and various internal security measures. | The rest dealt '"e_ither_: /
‘ Wiﬂi the Fair E‘mploymént Practices-,.'C‘Qmmis‘:‘_s:‘ion .,lo’r‘.éni_i—f)o.lvl tax leg-rislatidny, R
Which obi/'iously he Wasmfavorof , jq’r'i/vith "l)eéisl'étiéh. inievr‘ide4diof\_fo._ibd the T
‘Mallory Rule or Nelsbx{:‘deéiéioh, which Péi‘:/\yrr_e,ll Sg;'pb'sed;‘--. | i

e Powel‘lv'ha_é';c,aist 17fb-o‘};:')pdsitvi_c.)‘ni"voii‘e""s'“t’o- various types df'-'s_elé__c:,t.i'\_jr""'e:-?’: T
ser\/;ice 1-egislatiqn, iric.lu’ding' Unive;rSal'_M‘ilitary Trainiﬁé, tl’i'e”_tv_xié yea';'-_‘;'.__'_ PR
‘ dra»f_t} 'ahd*tﬁé"strengihvehing\ ‘oi theivres‘e‘rv‘es'., Hé 'hés v:al'sip.';}ot_ed ég’airi;tf 8
ixicré‘a.sivn_'g Air F'o.rce funds and agains‘tfthe formation of the Cé_ntr_al Intelll_ g
- gence Agericyi The only time h‘e has not c&_pp'osed the draft was ‘fo;" thé- :
duration. of the Kore‘an War. |

| In the area, o_i foreign policy;‘Poweli opposed all eqoriomic arid
militar{f’as.sistaric‘e -bi‘llis .u-ritil ihe Koiean ‘War., Since thaft .tiI'ne'; he lhas; 'v
votedl’only twiée- agaliri.st his party——oric-e' against a closed ruleior discus’siohv
of the E:isen}ioi/ver Mid—East”Doctrine‘,‘gnd bncé against haizing anythihg,
excepi é io‘rmal trea)ty, cha‘ng.e our reiétions with‘_P'a‘na‘m-‘ai .

Powe’ll‘s eight votes in opposition to firianciva‘l matters involved
issues thét Would beriefit "iiqe _littlé man., " He'su?pdrted bills which would
cut excise taxes and continue ‘excesls p'rofif taxesd.

Powell followed the liberal line in Voti'ngv on hou'sing- legislation R
He voted to limit interestv on hOusinkj 1oanv‘ibns'urar'1‘ce tov 6%, and a_gains’c
bills to 'guriail‘ "publ'ic-: housing.

In. 19'49_ ‘PbV\iélI voted to kili thé Véterans' Perision Biil, and in:‘...l951h

.‘h‘e.voted not ‘to_ incréase_the Veterans‘ disability pension.
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On natural gas ‘arlld tidelands legislation ‘heA suppor"t‘ed the move to fecommit
the bills. ,:His votes in tﬁis area reflected a‘ Ad'evsirenot to releas..'e‘ natural
gas prbducérs ffom P\ederal control and not to give tﬁe‘ states, namely
.southern ones,’ the dispﬁted‘t‘idel‘ands-g_ |
His t_hr'eé vbt‘e’s agé_iﬁst social sedurity legislation all came in
1948, .Hé voted agaims,tn- réising public éssistanceéppropfié’tion's, énd also
' against not incréasing sodiéi _‘vsleélurit_y cov"érég‘e‘ .
In the érea of ‘public. vworks , he opposed the Démocratic-majority
in >1_949 When he voted against providing funds for a dam project in North'
Dakota and a ri_v%er imperer;lent in Miéhigan . In 1955, he vcs;ced: for the
Highway Act. o |
| ~Powell's four,anfi—Derr’_locratic majbfity votes on immigrétion all
have been airﬁéd at increésing the flow o’f immigrati_oh into this icountry;
Y Powel-l.'consis"t‘evntly advocatés_ mofe ‘governmental Céntrol over
the social ana econorﬁic aspec;t of man's life; but he ad\}ocates léss control
over the gbVerﬁfnent's ,attempt‘ tov'pfyninto’ é persén‘s pri‘VE;te life The
- Co,ngressionél Qu-artegly_ ir_ldex "key vqteg"rr 1n ’]‘.‘945 thr.ough“-lgéo are anélyzed
in the following paraéf;c)lia'hs"in an at'tefirnvé‘t' 'to"de‘t"efmi""ne/ any récogﬁ_i‘Zable
“trends in Powell 's leé‘iﬁé‘lé’fi"\ze.behavviér |
In the area of agrlc;ultural supports, he voted agamst rigld price
: »suppor’ts m‘ 1949, but 1r; th;e sessﬁ)ns since, when the ‘matter has come up
Powéll has voted fo_; the'm and against the flexible price supports.. |

The key eivil rights bills‘fOund him obviously in favor of 'antinoll



7‘ "-_9'1_‘.
tax l‘egislét‘ion,. andl;F,E,P.,C.‘ However; on one occa»sio‘n he vo'te(i aﬁgetnet
"incr.eesino civil’tigh'-ts, WhenA he cas.t_. his vote' in 1954 for a t/vire—tappitto B - .
, bill which Woold eliowl the i\t<tofne§' Gertetai to use this t‘eo’hr‘l_i‘que .‘iri"ceiri;
tain mattere ‘In'Al‘96>.‘0_i‘he dldnot 'vote“or:i thé 'legi‘s”yla.tio_n' desigtteo to'.; set :
'ub féderal r‘efe_;rees' to register yoters in the areas t\;here'diSCrimtnetion
exilsts,.‘nor did he re\}eal hlS t’ea‘sOn"s Why he did not or':htvs‘ p_oéitt’on on .
the bill. - | | e
Powe‘ll'sl rekcor.d on :k-eydefer-iv'se b'.ills 're_veal.s}'-a_'t(efied pattern :
‘He voted agatnst the Selective Sertfioe Bill;_iﬁ ,1948,,, -Iﬁ 1.9}5‘ 2_,-‘ he ‘vo:t-ed to o
N -fecomntit—the U.M-.T. Bill. I—Ie \foted:egai'hst‘gitfigg .the Aerorce more
tn'oney,t’hagn“the ’lP»re}s‘ide'nt re:quested m 19‘53.'an'd agaitlet"more; moﬁeét fo:r'f:“. :'
the Arr'nyif in 19 58. .
‘Powel-,l has -consistently supported -legis‘lation' te\ifor.a]otez»to 'otoa‘ﬁi:zed-u- ,Ll
"labor, I:and‘opposed both th'e‘T'aft—.I—’Ie_xv'tleyand'_ Laﬁartlm—Gritfitl;t Bllls Une’m':—' ‘
”" : »ol)oy;ment- measures Whioh tv’ouid eéctend? the ,:len'gth‘ o'f avallablllty andralse
V»the‘provided amount of ul"l‘ervnp_loyr.neht' c»omp.eosaticfmf beoefi:te ‘ﬁeve WOIlhlS ..
cotltintial e,porovel .’ | | |
. .S_o_._t'ioolv aid K .s:oltoo._'ti oonstructiotl and 'fedetaI aid»; toeducatlon i"iav'ejf:
- v»; atways 'te.oeived a ‘(p_:oislritilve ;f.ote _vfrom_'-the " l\TeW YorkCongressman i
| ) Pu"’bl\ibc housmgblllshave also been regularlysupported by Powell
'.A"I—Ie. has:_s)oted- favotabt[y'fotieolvnftinuattoh’-Of rlgldrent controls Powe‘li's"
Nett York: dlstrlct lftasmore. Sil,.ll’nx clearance ’bprojeots Completedorunder

' construction than does any othe’r‘»‘c'ongressional district in the country. .-
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British loans; Greek‘ Turkish aid, European Recovery plan, Mutual
y Defense A551stance Act of 1949 the Korean Aid Act, and the Foreign Economic
Assistanc’e Act of 1950 are all‘foreign policy d’eclarations:that Powell has
opposed At the beginning of the Korean War Powell s ‘'votes against maJor
~ foreign policy measure’rs came to an end. By 1957 he had- taken the oppos1te |
po'sition I—Ie voted against hls two Negro colleagues to restore $§715,000, 000 f
' to the Mutual Security Act. The Re_ciprocai Trade Agreement_s.Extensionsﬁ o
have alwa.ys bﬁe‘en supported i_oy him | |

In the area oi finance, Powe'l.l opposes cuts in g‘overnment spend-
ing. .Ii—‘I‘e'vhas' voted in favor of income tax reductions hy allowing higher
pers‘onai exemp‘tions in 1947, 1.5‘954{ and 1955; but he has voted agains’t -
other types of incorne:f tax reductlon rnea‘su‘r:e's ,-‘_suchas ‘ending tvhe. excess
profits -ta\x;‘ He.voted against'increasing in‘terest on. government bonds
and.against raising the gasoline ‘tax to financ}e the high.w'av‘program.

His “genera'l patterf;---o_f_linotfvoting:'tio,l cut government expenditures‘
was changed When he voted to kill the 1949 Veteran l's‘Pen"sion Bill, which
Would‘have given abl’l veterans of 65 yea.r‘s of age a pension of $90 a rnonth;,
He also voted against raising disabled veterans' non—service—connected ,

‘ dis’abilit'y pension to‘:'$i20 a month.. |

. The further development of the TVA the creation of the Colorado
River PrOJect and the vote of approval for the St. Lawrence Seaway show
~ his ap"proval. of ’government dev_elopme'nt"-of vvater and power sites. Powell

has consistently voted to thwart the natural gas producers who desired
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exemption from Federal control and"'the oil interests’ request that Congress
give the tidelands to the states.

Public Speeches

| An additional éspeqt of a Cbﬁg‘renss;man's behavigr— is his speé(‘:-h;es:.v, .
On .d.ome stic affé'ifs outside of thbse déaiiﬁé with the is_.éue of segre.gé:ti;o-n;.f )
Powell has‘ remaih‘edv relétiveij silerllf'.- His fo‘rei‘gn ﬁolicy prOﬁoﬁncemenfc%g_ . k ~; C
k ,‘are" 'largel.'y influenced‘ by~t};év;conditio>r.1._0f t']f-l'einon’»-jwhiteb p\e(.).ples';of the World
in genefal aI.l‘d: ﬂ.ipse.«part‘icul‘a‘r‘ly.coﬁ‘ri"e"cted Iwitﬁ his goriéj:itderit”s." backgrounds——

West Indies, Virgin Islands, and Panama. -

Foreign Poli‘cs}

In his ‘_ea,rly years in angvre.;é,s.; P‘Qwell was .a flrm advocate Qf :
| Sb_viet-Afnéricén fri‘éndship. On this grouridhe opposed President 'Truman"‘_s(‘: V
‘pr'ogram' o ai‘d Greece ‘and.'Trurkey, stétihg that fhis propésal "févérées o
the firm éblicy of ’frierrl‘dship of the Soviet Union.. .'b.,e’tray',s“ the wagt imé
alliancve’ ‘WhiCh resulted in vict_er over thé enemies of man].<:ind ,j ignores |
the ‘Soviet contribution to that. victory....It presents a great and fﬁendly .
na_‘tioh in the guise of a mvercenar;] enemy to be blocked at all costs. "

Powell continued, | 'fIt (the aid) a_‘ssumes‘a t'hreat" 5_f aggression
from the Soviet Union, of which there is novévideﬁce. e lOn the cohtra"lry_,'-_‘
-"these éouﬁtries (referfing to certair._‘l.count.rievs of Eastern E.Jurope}vtoda'y

have more democracy than they have ever known before. ... w4

R 45y, s., Congressional Record, 80th:Cong., lst Sess., 1947,
- XCIJI; Rart,1, 1132. - , . 947,
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A yeaij later‘, in 1’94‘9. . Poweli_voted againet the Mufu’al D_efense
Aseistance Act, b:ecian'se"i_t ’protected‘ colonial_isrn and Wa's>_ a-y."'_sfab' 1n the
Back"'to the yu., N. He also contended that aisl a pacifist he -could not.
'su‘pporﬁ fhe {pmgram.. Iv—Ii'evobservedffuvl‘”thef tha‘t:“the only‘ way to stop. C.ommnnis‘mv
, 1s to :ha've a ’-real -_Amern'%can vdemocracy. 46
| 151955; pfiorl to'goi'ng"to the Bandung ConferenCe,, Powell out-
lined a. six~- point- forelgn polloy program that ‘the U.s. should adopt
(1) Coneult w1th Lhe vAfrlcan and Asian countries on our forelgn pohcy,'
' ‘.(2) Reoognlze that e001a1 and polltlcal changes 1n the East mean mofe than
, " snnply suoportmg a natlon agalnst Communlsrn (3) Supply adequate a531s— |
tance for so<:1a1‘ change (4) Channel ald 1nto-1nternatlonal organlzatlons,
,(5) Stage an all -out offensive agalnst economlc exploltatlon and 1nadequate
medical cafe and housmg, and (6) Sell Amerlca and "I mean fhe Madlson
Avenue concept " to the w"c'>‘rldv.>4-.7 | | | | |
| 5 _ PoiiA/veli‘ nas intfodnced many resolutione 'c_:on‘cfefning foreign policy, .
“only _one of ’which', 'tne y"s-alu"ce “ to ’the West ]‘lndie“sll:"ederation:,. ‘has ex}ef
'been: acted 'unon. ‘A: list oa;those su’bm-ivﬂ':-ed in 19156 "vxvril]..’illnstrate honf' nev‘r‘has-f_"i
) used tAhvis d'évicé:' Birtnday and anni\'/er‘s,ary‘g‘reetirnge 0 A'fg‘hanietan‘,{‘Burfna ,
Cambodla Ceylon Egypt Ethlopla I—Ialtl, Indla l'ndone51a Iraq, Israel

Iordan, Laos, leya Nepal Pakistan, Phllllplnes Vletnam Thalland

L 467, s. Congressmnal Record 8lst Cong., Ilst Sess.; 1949‘,
XCV, Part 9, A5403 . S : s

4-7U S. Congressmnal Record 84th Cong lst Sess., 1_95_5,‘
CI Partz 4142, : . o
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Turkey, and Yemen. 'Almost all of the requests are for non-white countries,
most of whom have been of recent birth.

' Labor.; Leqislation .

Powell has spoken agalnst several labor b_tlls‘r .but never ~1n
"supportiof one. I-le blasted the Full Employment Bill of 1945 whlch was
far too /conservatwev-for hlS -tastes,,, as v101ous react_tonary,‘un—Amerlcan, " .
and l—litleriééd ‘legislati‘on | 1f the blll goes through Congress We mlght as
well pnll down the stars and strlpes and run up the swastlka nas8. - In 1946, _
| he expressed disapprova’l of theCas’e Labor Bill'r‘equiring a thirtyfday
cooling—o‘fff period before a’l‘stri,—k’e conl‘d -»co‘mmence'-after thegovernm‘ent :
y i'nter'\‘fened,r..b’ecanse‘ v:'l'we are fn‘ot fa'ced with the problem’._of: labor being un-
"Mmhgfb settle the V‘s't-r'ike, We’, .arekfaced 'with the problem: of managemeﬁnt "
strlklng agalnst government because the government has trled to medlate
and has offered a fair solutlon to each and every strlke 49, Powell attacked.l','iii
~ the Taft Hartley Act of 1947 and called it "Fasc1st w I—le.allege,d that' ",the "
blll‘ W1thout changlng a word could Just as eas.tly ha\/e been( 1ntroduced
' -1n the Relchstao 1nﬂthe days of Na21sm at 1ts worst "50 Powell although

a member of the Labor‘Commﬁittee:,' attende’dx‘onlya few meetings of the

48U S. Congressmnal Record 79th Cong , l's‘t“Sess_".,'l945,
XCI Part7 11836 o : ‘ I

' , 49U 'S. Congress1onal Record 79th Cong . 2nd Sess., 1946,
© XCIL, Part 2, 766. ' e - o

» SOU S, Congressmnal Record 80th Cong . lst Sess , 1947,
_XCIH Part 2 3525 ' : - - ‘
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Committee during their consideration of the Taft-Hartley bill. The Harlem -
@fo,ngressman charge:d that thé ”"’comm‘ittee'Wasj folloWing!a rubber stamp‘

. procedure. . .and 'fché time_s;‘l,'.di,d,attehd Were a.complete waste of time. "

. Virqin Islands and Panaima Canal Legislation
| In 1948 the -‘Ha_’.‘rlem.’P;ep:reseritative’ \}oiced cohoern about t“h;e Vitgin‘
Islahc‘is:f "Iamqulte fam111arw1ththe situ'at_iohi, because it h‘ap'pens that
rhost of the ‘V_irg_ih Islanc‘lers)th‘at_‘ are vingAme_ri'.ca af‘e'.in my district., "52 He
has. adv'"oca‘te,d' 1eglslatlonvvhlch .’Wo‘old provide more self-goviemmént for‘ the
'I.sjlandst‘ b'la‘r\ger“i.mrhtgration qqotas : ahdAinof‘eased ciievelo'pmeht hy the,-:b
"vgovernirn‘.ent'.' Thls legislatioh ; plus that oohcexjnihg ‘P"anan‘ia, cothprises,
15% of all the bills he has 1ntroduced |
The Panama Canal 1ssue vtzas also brought up 1n1t1all§} 1h the 1949
session. Adlal Stetfensoh has 'called ractal dlscrlmlnatlon in Panama "the
_greatest prohlem We faoe tn éanama w53’ Although Negroes Indlans and-
"I.\/Iestlzos make ap 90% 'of the pooolatlon the remalmng 10% rule and doml-n .
,nate the_are"a When' the canal was built, “'the slave 31iver gold system vvas '
- set up '(.)'riginal‘lg,‘ American ‘cttivzens erh.ployela in th,e Zone 'w_ere paid in :
g‘old,'»‘ahd the natix’te Work_e‘rsi'&i/\}ere 1'o>vaid m silver. (Si’nce :that, ttme, "the
| stlver;gold 's‘ystem. has solidified tnto a platni,‘ u.nadtlltetatedan'd Vic_i'otls

- policy of discrimination which forces thousands of darker employees to work

5TIbid., Part 2, ’3621'

: 52U S, Congressmnal Reoord 80th Cong 2nd S'etss_,.t 119.48,',-
‘XCIV Part 5; 8943 : B . o B

: 53"Panama"‘ New. Republlc, (Oot 23, 1961) CXLV 11.
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and to live under the 'fnoét miserable rIim_ Crox‘}\_f"conditions Lol Powell findé
rthe‘ .situ_agtibn»in P@-namé of interést becgu’sej"ﬂﬁous.amds. Qf_ people Who-came .
briginaily from fhe W.eét Indieéiand Péﬁnar‘ﬁaf‘ai-f‘é néw Voting citizens in the
United States ."'55
| Civil ’Rights

Powell's first spe‘ech'in the House was an attack on an anti-

seg:reg'atibn amendme‘nt‘ to a draft labor bill. He chalfged that "it is the
Cheapest and lowesgt form of p»olitic's to play upon a subject as delicate as
, ré;:é in ¢Onnection With legisla‘tion. which is ,direc‘tl.y of a non-racial
C-h_araCt‘erf""SG ‘Powelyl has »viqlated this self—imﬁés‘ed rule many ‘cimés, |
' ésp“ediéllﬁfin is‘s,ues im)cjlving’ draff bills é‘l;‘lvd-SChQO‘l conétructi’on legis~—
lation. ‘B'eAgi'nn.i.hg in 1946, PoWell vintlr”odu'c‘:”’e‘ledfamendments to bar‘segref-'
gation in projects that receiv-e Federal money, J Thé first such ame’ndmént v'\‘fas"
aimed at énding s_egre‘glatiofn 1n ‘Washington, D, C. It failed to pass duriﬁg
the se‘ssién or at any other time he fé—infroduc.ed it through 1955, He
annouh_céd- in 1955 that, due to the leadership of President Eisenhower and
the Supreme Court,- i'tk\_/\'ras no longer ‘necess‘ary'to. secure the passage of

- the amendment. .

S4u. s, Congre‘ssio’ﬁal Record, 80th Cong., 2nd Sess., 1948, .'
XCIV, Part 9, A4130. | S |

SO1pid.

. 56y, 8., Congressional Record,” 79th Cong., lst Sess., 1945, '
XCI, Part 1, 652. T s L ,
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~ The Powell ;s_c.hool‘am.endment'which'callec Vfof aﬁ eﬁd to _discrimi— - '
- ~netion in the schoodl systems, W§5.31S¢ ihtroduced.in‘l946; Tile-,eme'ndment
.aid pass fhe Hou.s.e ‘W‘hen‘it was "attacheol to the s'cho'oltlunch‘,pfogram. After -
'tihe ‘19 54 Brown v, "Tope_’k.a_, ‘de,cisiori }b‘y'* fhe ,Supfeine "C.ourt,.PoWell begaﬁ
‘ir:ltroduciﬁ‘g an _a‘m'enolmen’f 10 bar i:‘edevral;aid to: eegreceted school fa‘cili;ties..‘
It passed the House ‘in.“'1956,f P'owell.‘ 1n51sts that it-he:- sAchoo‘l_ amendment

'is ‘"d‘istin’Ct.iy not racia'l, -ebove ,‘avll_-;- 1t is yno‘c p,oIif.;;cal'. It is an amendme_nt
“'aimed-av‘-t ﬁbholdil;lg? the: mOfai g;‘rondeur of the law "57 The man Whoee
‘;Congressmnal blography llsfs hlm "es the author or co- autho‘r of all c1v11

“rights bills "8

can list th‘e school amendrcent ae his only 1egls1at1ve
' "‘ac‘;omplis.hmen‘t in tvhis. fielol,' No 'sepAarate' civil rights bill tilat hehas
aﬁtﬁored has e\-/er; paesed the House. Poweil has also ‘t:’:ied unsuccessfuliy
to pass leglslatlon to end segregatlon in the Afmed Forces " serve notice, "
Powell sald in 1948 "that IWlll vote agamst thls (Air Force Approprlatlons)

, blll and any blll in conn.ectlon with our Armed Forces Whlch does not include

‘ deflmte and' s’pecﬁ.lc language abollehlng Ilrn Crow1sm of all types. "59 With- -
- :the advent of ’_L‘h_e Korean, War, Powell no longer pressrediayntl—_segregatl‘on

gj 'efneﬁdments for t>he Armed’]?orces‘, nor did he v_coht.inue o oppose ‘selec’;ive, |

service legislation.

. 571, 8. Conqressmnal Record, 84th Cong., 2nd Sess., 1956,
CII, Part 6, 11474 :

58y, s. Conqressmnal Record 83rd Cong. " an Sess P 1954
C PartS 9123 . o .

59U S Conqressmnal Record 80th Cong ‘ an Sess . 1948




FE{f'aluation '
: I,t"is Powell's par’cic’ular ge-riius'thét he hasrmanage‘d*; At‘o make hlm— ’
tself :a' s’y.m'bol, not only of the Negroes, but more speoi.fic:iélly of ,their prof |
't'eets . All of h:ls_' publlo actions reirlforce this irﬂége. -, Tllere V\rere~rr1any'
othere Wllo 'fought in the ecoﬁornic proteets of l-larlem in- the l930‘s*.§ .'The_':ir,l;' S
names are largely forgotten however the ‘one namer remembered as the e
'V champlon of those masses 1e Adarn Clayotn Powell | Ir : and he lets no onej k
forget it. |
| ln'the‘ éprihg of 1.959 he spoke to a :meetin’g of Local' l»l99 of ’Vchef T‘ |

_‘Retall Drug Workers Umon Whlch was trymg to orgamze 30 000 Negro |
| and Puerto Rlcarl Workers at the 01ty s volrmtary hospltals 7 most of whom
were averaging l’e'ss th‘anf$4(} a‘week, Powell had picketed With, this urlion;~ -
in the '3 0's when 1t o_rganized t:heclr‘u‘gj e’rores. 1n ‘Herlem ,_,. and he. told the -

) audiehce of 'h"o_sp'itel Wb;rkers' who‘werefi-ghtlno' for-u'rli'oln 'reooghition ,. I‘

| "Tomorrow nlght at 6 30 vvhen you‘walk the ‘plcvket‘ lme at the Knlckerbocker
o ;:I-Iospltal I am gomg to walk 1t w1th you;—l am an old plcket Walker ’coo
"Oh, yes, thet 's I‘lgllt " rose up \rv1th the .cheers from the crowd 61

| The next mght Powell d1d vvalk in the plcket lme ‘
oA feW ho,uf_s after leaving the p_llcke_t line PQwell_'Went'{.to his political

club on 145th S'treeluan‘d‘ saiydl to & few. of the workers tl’le-'re that Wh'err heleft

60Esguire , Op. cit , p 9g.

© 617bid.

,.60 ‘ .
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-. the pit:ket Iine,f._."Ilwe‘nt down to '21° juét to have-a drink, but the people I
was vtrith made '.me stéy‘for dinner. '“62‘

"'Pbt/trell' Was once asked on ‘a:n interView ptogram What his con-
4'stituents félt abOut his high?s'téndard’ of livitlg, Poweil replied; "Well, I
wouldn 't say that they hold it agalnst me; in fact I thmk the people of
my commumty love the fact that I llve like I do and yet I am w1th them in-
their fight, 63 .

'- "‘One -‘of thé ~thit1g§ that giv.e.s< nte str'ength‘,, " Porwe‘ll says, " ‘is. that
thé p-eo:plve séy,‘r "Herei':s a glt}}“Whé cbtild live' Whtte, be -Whtté, but he iSl"l_'t—'l—, ‘
‘he's t_oart. of our community. b4

| HlS .ro‘viéﬂo,f Congressman is insetaarable fri_)m his role of Harlem |
| pdlitiéiéﬂ. ?oﬁw.ell's’ two offiices, Wéshingtbn and Harlem, are interreia’ted, fb |
‘» and the. Harlem office and the Abyssinian_ Baptist Ctlurch-operations are al-
ttftost ind“ivisibl‘é. 0 -
. : Shapingv his "cai"eer,- Powell conjured up an image of himsélf, either
" by a001dent or de51gn. as the >authentlc.v01ce of t}te Negro and the 1nd1s—

'pensable man in the Negro S uphlll flght for equallty For all his apparent

1nv1n01-b111ty in hlS Co‘-ngressmnal dlstrlct, however, it has sometlmevs been

6SV\Tilson, ",TWO Negro Politicians, " op .;'citv.
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said by !'frieridland-‘foe’ aliké tilat hé Cairies Wiihin himself ihe seeds éf_.":.-_'.__ -
hi's_owri poiiticél cie s;triiCti-on.‘"G‘G‘ | |

Though i?’owelvl "for ‘2-1'“yéars. has beéh,p&istof' of <ir1é‘e_ Vc'_)f't.h_.(jé nation's
largeét .‘C-:hLiI"Che\S,' he 1s cbnsidered by mény to ha"ve sth]%i-rigliii‘tt.le_' per— "

| soria'l discipline, ~~'4‘I-Ive has beven accuséd of kiéing obs:ejs_séd_witii fa.ncry 11v1ng - f" :
‘ pf' }iaving an alarming_ceipacity _for alie-natimj 'glos'e‘friend:é;’b.f being vair';'._,
child’like,’ insinceré , uhdependablet disloycﬂ gind vungfa‘te_ful'.'.'..

, However, Mit is still'tile Harlem ihat rememb_ers:i/vhen iis bwri
people had to sit in the balcony in their owh néighborhood'theatef, a Harl'_em.‘.,
thayt’ is -tiréd of humility as well as humiliation, and fouhd vin--Adam‘C,iajyiO'ri_ ] .
P.Cwella sp‘o-kesniairi td shout its pent-up ‘protests to é Wo"r.ld'that had so»lroj‘n;g
failed to listen. u67 | B

,P,owell's value to _the Negro voter lies in his "defying the whit‘e_‘,
man, as seﬁr’cirig iéudiy thé rights of lNégfoes;‘ pressing fdr liberalizing
legislation regardléss Vorf‘,thel cost to »oi:hef‘ values heid byihe sbcieiy, 'arid '

| o .68 ‘ | | |

keeping the issues alive and hdt. To them_, Powell is a path to a

Utopia, which keéps their spirits high.

66 New York Times, May 16, 1959, p. 16.

6 7Esquire , Op. cit.

6?Wils'ori, #Two Negro Politicians, op. cit., p. 356. . |



CHAPTER V
' L “‘fi-_‘Charles 'Cv..,('."Digg'sg", %If, and :quert' E C. Nix

. Due to the Vefy limited amount of material available on the two
junior Negro Cbngressmen ,"C-ha'rles Diggs (Democrat—_l\/[ichigan) and

Rbber-’t Nix {Democrat—’Pennsy_lVania) : both will be treated in one chapter.

. Charl'e_s-' @ Diggs., h’

) E:C‘Aor;grés émanfl‘Diggs"_,is‘_‘ somethmg Qf a jur;i.orAd.ém C‘l'ach,on Powe;l‘l;,
l'I-iI’oW‘;{'f‘er ,":hl“a.“;do'es -ﬁot p‘;‘).s‘;e,ssi fhe ébiiityf or lpervhap"s thé; situation, to" |
eéual— or :-shurpés‘s the su’c':‘céss of Powell as a symbdl..‘t'o‘trhle Negro people.,
The llves o:f' .Diégs and Powell héve nian‘vy common featurers-:.g Both are sons.

; én-d‘-namégéke.s th wr‘ealthy;?'p’rqirﬁin‘ent Negfoes . Both_étténded universities,
B‘Oﬂ;l ent:‘éré-d, and later ~“i’r1heri"ce!d', iheir_fatheré;'f’ ‘eht'eyrpri’é‘es——for P‘owélvl R
o thelargestchurch c’jongijeg;é”ciq'ri m Nev(r g(ork, for Dlggs[the lartl_:j‘é"s_t funerﬁal' . :
: ‘ h,or;né in :'MiChiéan, Bo%h. W‘e‘re‘yelé‘ct'ed to responéiblév‘poiitidal poéitipns
at an 'e'a;rvly age——P9Well at the ‘ag‘e‘\'o.f 33 was eAlecrted to the Néw York Citﬂfv
boﬁﬁcilf éhd Diggs a;f, the age» of 31 was elected to the M'iz:higan State
éénate. -]E:’ach,".afte'r. three ye‘allrv_s»»‘ of service in his res‘pectiﬁfe political
posifioﬁg-was_ -e‘lle:cted on t'}‘1:’e‘. ,Demgcfgtic‘: ticket to t_vl’%e\H(‘)Fl:ée.,K ADuring t‘l'}ej’
- coursé éf théi’% po:liti}(;:alwcaf;e:e_”f‘s , both hav'ef"be‘en' 17a4"béllle'd a "'1.o‘l<31‘y]c)o§7’° " B

Powell"sﬂlﬂ”brﬁantic lif.e-__"ha"sv lput "hi‘mf'in‘;vthe headlines rriahy‘ft'i:’mes . In 1959,

102
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Diggqs _Was, sued hy his Wife . the mother of his three children, for divorceo,v
At the same time Diggs was named in a paternity suit 'by.é‘. Miss Iacque_l_"ine
M. ‘Gib’bsf who 'claime,d that herifive—year»v—old child% Alytgelatt ‘'was fathefed
'by'Di‘ggsg L Both‘have been ree-elected to public officeﬁ deepite personel
scandal.. | |

: Background of Diggs‘

It is,impossible to ascertain Whether much of Diggs' early Vlife
peralleled that of PoWell's. Whereas congiderable rnateriel is obtainable
on Powell¢ very ‘l.ittle‘i‘s available on Diggs. 7' He was born in 'Detroit; '
1\/Iichigamt on Decembe‘r 2, 19 22, the only Chlld of a politician—morticianh
father. Early in llfe Dlggs developed a repun_atlon for oratory In 1938 he
won the city and state oratorical contest-s, Throughout hlS high school
career he distinguished h‘imself as ‘the‘. 's'c'hoolts representative in all
speaking‘ comnetition‘. | Dlggs entered the Unlversnty of Mlchlgan in 1940
- was a stude-nt vthere for two 'ye-ars | In the fall of 1942 he entered Fisk

University in NaAehville£ Tennesvsee. While at Fisk, his fathe'r became
embfoiled’tn a scandal;in" Michigan; '.V'I‘fhe senior Didgs was a fnembet of
- the Mlchlgan State Senate ' I-ie was accused of, and later convicted of;
taking a $150 bribe from Chester M, I-Iowell to "kill the racing bill" in
the Sta‘te Affairs‘ Comr‘n_ittee(of Which» he was.a member.,_2

In 1943-’,‘ the 'juniotrDjiggs Wee drafted into the atrnyo He entet:ed

Officers Céndi’date School and was c,ommiésioned an officer upon compl'et.ton’ =

1Chlcago Trlbune August 21 19595 P 26

zlbld Iune7 1945 . 36.
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‘ o.‘fthe 'coﬁ'fse:-,‘ He was dlscharged from the Army m 1945, He’ beeen'hie' |
~rlse in potltles When he Was elected to the Mlchlgan State Senate in 1951‘
,‘I—Ie was re—eleeted in. 1953 Inl 1954 he ta‘n.fo‘r his present HQUSe‘ seat and

was elected.

Dlggs‘ 'Legieiati'v.e Record =

_l:Otl eir‘vi-ftei”‘ing C}‘lo_;ft&re‘sws‘é‘in 1:95-5; ‘Digg:’_sj-stated that the Neqfe was
intere»sted ”in‘ifou_t ‘iss.:u‘e ex—‘—raii.sling‘. the_min'i‘m.‘u:m’ Waée.’; repealing" ‘the‘v Taft- B
- I-—Iartley:f\ct . incteasirig economlctax :fexeh{p't:idns, an‘kd. 'in'cre»;esinng publlc -
housing. 3 “ - I
| , The ,degteef.ef Digjge "::':ﬁblitieéi s‘ﬁcees,e can be seen by e\xa‘minivrrig -
o 4t}‘1e leglslatlon he has 1n1t1ated | Dtggs vhes\"ii‘r.ltteduc':edla_to'tél‘ o‘_/f“59‘ p‘iec%e'éz‘ .
_of leglslatlon (see Chart 1) Of thi'e total,, Ol%z orl [twae ecte:ell‘-iuport;u )

. Olérj or 1, Was' 'ioassed.

:Dur_ingﬂhistfirst term, one piece of legislation that he introduced

was passed and was s-igned by'the 'P.‘resio_lerit . The bill exte_n'ded the time

for filing avpplications‘by certain disabled veterans for payment on the pur‘—f,f_:-‘ o

. rc'hbase ‘pri‘c':_e'; ‘e_f an Aauttcj'ryr‘1o,_]bile.'° ; .‘It 1s the: on-ty blll 'r,elatilng'tov ,V.ete'.rans that""
: he int.fedtteeel in' his ’fvi.‘r'st 'SiX" years in Cohgrese . Almoet "o(‘n.e'—halkf of"the o
bills he introduced ce,ﬁc:e'rn' 01v1l rights f t)vith the next iérgest 'c:'éitego'ryt
. 2,'2%'xf ‘;ittvo'l\}ing' edkucati.o}n end ,lebervmatters ..‘.“An examinativon of Chart l'-,
Wh'ich»ist ‘bfeken -cdewrtf']egvf‘vindivid.ual ‘ses‘sfi'Ons , will reveal.vthe pietute morenj

minutely .

3U S., Conqresswnal Record 84th Cong , Ist Sess.,; 1955: :
»CI Part 1, 1086 , L A



" Chart 1 - Diggs*

Breakdown. of LegiSlatien Introduced

105

Totals]

1.6%

w1

0.

' : 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 1960
‘ Total number of bl].lo 1mroduced eac}uear“ 23] 0 13 -5 17 1 59.
Total number of bills acted on each vear _‘1 . 0] 0 01 0 0 T
Total number of bills passed each vear 1 O{ - 0]l 0 -01 -0 11
Percentage of total acted od - 4 0l 0 0. 0 0l 1.6%|
Percentage of total passed: 41 0 041 0 0 0] 1.6%
Introduced: Civil Rights ‘ 13 0. 6 -3 6 0) 27
Education-& Labor .31 0 4 1] .5 0} 13-
Foreidgn Policy 0 g 0 0 1] 0 1
Social Securltv 0 0 11 0] © 0 1
Veterans 1 0l .0 0 0 0 1
Other : 5 0 2. 1 5 1 14
Percentage of total introduceds:: I E o ’
Civil Rights 56 0] 46 60| 35 0] 45
Educatlon‘& Labor 13 0] 30 20 24 0| 22 }|.
Foreign Policy 0 0] 0 0 5 011.6%
Social Securlty 0 -0 7 0]l "ol ©
Veterans ' 4 0 0 0 0 0] 1.6%
, Other - i : 21 O] 15] 201 24} 100| 24%
Percentage of 1eglslatlon acted on: ‘ ‘ . -
Veterans 100 0 0 0y .0 0] 100%
Percentaqe pagsed: Veterans 100 0 0 0 .0l 01100%
0 0 0] 1

INumber, passed° Veterans

0

~*Congressman Diggs 1ntroduced no leglslatlon in the following categomes* ‘

Agriculture, Defense, Pmance Housekeepmg, Housing, Puerto Rico, and

,V1rg1n Islands and Panama.




Ironically,} two afea's“of the.'foﬁr lhe c:;Lted as beiﬁg of g‘re—v‘ate_'s’t‘
‘impertenee to:the ',Ne_gro, iﬁco’r'.rle tax leXemp.t‘ions and public 1hou‘sing ; have
ﬁever been the subject of a 'Diggs ioill..' |

'{»Ap.e:.;éami'nation of his" voti‘ngvr”ecor.»d provides another i’nsight»in:to
’ ’Fhe cefeer of AC.Y.haflesl Diggs. From 1‘955 td"_.1‘960‘, Athe I—-Iou"se‘\vfoted on 522
roll cvalls.‘ Chal"t 2 breaks the nu’mbef_of ,ro}ll ¢,a11,é down irﬁo a session-
by-session base; . | .'I,'h,isv l‘c,he‘rt a.lsie analyzes D:ig‘gs‘ voting feeord, bo’th‘b‘y
. _n‘u‘rvnb‘.er and by"}})ercentbege ’of ‘rolkl 'Céli‘s::throu‘ghout' hlS cafeer.; vi—Ii(s"rox}ei‘ell
voting‘per'ee‘r'l.tage enrol‘l c‘al‘:ls' is":7i006“‘%,,, Wlthan absentee fe.c-ord,or.f’v 29.4%. L
‘ On rell calls‘.‘hi;_s" avefege percentage of 'veti-t;g m v‘opposi‘t‘ioh to. ﬁis felwl‘oy\}
.’].Z)velrno'cra‘t's‘“is 10 5% . His »o"ppos’it'ien‘ to 'fhe sunple I‘{‘ous‘e ',.majerit‘yji‘sk 16 4% .
“ basﬁed"oh the_roll 'cells durmg his"tem;re inithe 'I-Ioﬁefe. buring his Con~- '
' »gressidnei Es:fervice there h‘ave ]c:)ee‘n;no RepuBlican Co_‘ngfr'esses,‘ 'a'e." the‘re': )
- were 1nthe ’Acas;es.-o~f?owell'ab..d'Dewsoh. Conéequeﬁtly, the cjlviffer;ence m
his‘op-pes_.i“ci:on te vt_he Hogse-mavjority under %he twe?parti‘e‘s caﬁﬁo’ﬁ be Vmeasured;l,

o As wgé noted earlier',“Dieg‘s kvo‘ted avgai‘ri‘s‘;‘the‘m'afj‘ority‘of hls |
p'arty'v 1'0'. 5%>lof the time over the yeaﬁrs‘ '_Verious eiaS‘ses‘ of biils Will pow
be examined in an‘attempt to develop a pattern of Diggs' ‘le'gisla.tive be- '
havioir._:‘(Se’e: Ghart 3). o | |

, On four oceesijone he ':has v,otea ageiljist hlsparty on :avgl"‘icultqral is sbﬁes
‘Threel.ef‘“fcheﬂ\}oﬁes W.er.e" of mlnor .i_rflptbrtanee . T:helfina.l one Wes a .195.9’ |

Jvote ag'ain'stpri’lce" sﬁ‘pp‘ort_s for tobacco. .



- Chart 2 - Diggs
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, Percent agamst House ma]orlty

Roll Calls

o : 1955195611957 1958 1959 1960 [Totals| . -

Roll Calls | g B 100 B B8%| 93| 522

Voted 61| 48| 60| 641 64} 74| 371

Absent . 15| 25| - 40|- 29} 23] 19] 151
[Percent voted _ 75| 66| 60} 69| 84| 8070.7%

Percent absent : 1251 34} 40| 311 26] 20[29.3%

Votes differing’ Wlth Democratlc maJorlty 4y 50 11 16] 13 41 53 |~
. {Percent dlfferlnq with Democratic majority] 5.2 5.4} "12] 16{13.8| 4.3[10.1%}
. [Votés against House majorlty 1 1310 9l 174 12 184 11p 80 1

f1g.4012.3]" 17]18.2(20.6] 12|

16.4% -



- Chart 3 - Dig‘gs:

- Votes Against ‘Majqfity of Democrats

11955

1956v

1957

R 19581959 {1960 |Totals! °

| Totals 4 50 111 16| 13| 4] 53

{ Agriculture 1 0 0 2 1l 0 4

| Civil Rights . . 0 2 1] 41 2 1] 10
Defense ,, 1 0 ol 2| 0 0l 3

| Foreign Policy - -0 o). 1 -2 ‘5 0f. 8
Education and Labor 0l ol 1l 0 0] . 0 1|
Finance = - 0]l o0l o 1 2 1] 4
Housing: 01 0L .01 .0 0 0 0
Veterans ol ol ol o]l -0 0 0 |
Natural Gas and Tldelands Oll 1 g 0 0 0 0 1
Social Security : o] 0l 0 0 0 0 0
Public Works 1] 1] 3 of .1 0 6
Immigration 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

| Miscellaneous 0 2l .5 5 2 21 16

108
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On issuie‘s gl"ealing with ci‘vilv rights hé h'as’ di_ségreed with his
party ten tir’riesl., I—i’is opposiiion to the party has'~i:ieen' conoéntréiéd on three -
issues. The first vtwév'v?‘ege' the attempts to outlaw the Mallory Rule and
to invélidate'the 'YNe‘l.soir déoiéion. Thethird rr/_ieo"SUre, t’h'e”l?ow‘ell sciiooi_
amendrri:eni,drew-his‘ ”s.'L"ippo'r"t. e
Hisg tiireo Voté‘é in oppo.sition 't_o’ déi’énso inatt_ers' involved opposing
the strengtheniiig of tho reservels in 1954, opposiiﬁg the inoreasing of the
defense budgét in 195_8, and voiing to recommit the defen‘oe reoroaﬁizoiion
bill untii it was made exactly._asl Ei.senhower‘wis’hed.
With the exception of his 1958.'vo'tie to out Voice> of .Am‘erica funds,
ali of his‘ Op@‘ostiiiorii(otes have been ai‘mé'd;at inoréaSing 'fore_ign aid. |
ivHis' ore opp.o‘siiion vot_e on- e'duoatio'ri and lab‘or:bills viréis to cur; -
tail the impOrt.of MeX‘ic‘an 1abor into the country.
On-’financial _maitér‘s? Diggs voted 1n l1959 not "to‘ givé the Federal
Resei"ve Systein"the power to edse reserve requirements. ‘His other signi-
ficant voté was his oppositionito raising th‘e g‘éis tax to pay" for the highway '
program. o |
The areas oi ilousirig, yet'erans ieg,islation, so'cial security aind
immigfation dréi/v no opposition votes fro’né Diggs In 1955 his vote against
releasing tlrie ‘rivaiura»l‘:gas- produ.cers from P-eder'alvoontrol was his only
opposition x}ote"in thi.sore'a. |
Bésicies his vote in favor of the 1955 highwéy orogram act, his

other votes were all in opposition to various river and dam improvements and:
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ﬁrc;jects ar'o‘und the cdﬁﬁtry. |
‘With the excepti"onﬂo,f his negafaive' vdtes agairi‘é_f public work s
Constructioﬁ, Diggs has consistently advocated the gbvefn?nen"f's taking a .
| mqré ‘COHS’EI”L‘J.C’EZ'LV‘e» ii‘_n’tere‘s‘t'.i.ﬁ the protec.fion of man's rights and in assisting
the people ,Where it would behéfit them Hehas advoéat‘ed these m‘ea.sures
‘wht‘en“it seemed that' oﬁly,thévgoverﬁrr‘l'e.ntn‘wou.id_, and could, be of‘adequat‘e?:.
aSSi‘étance., L | o
The.-indeéf "‘_'v]‘%;f‘e_‘y VOt'e‘s‘" "vfrbm' 19'45: t‘hrp}lgh 1960 have been analyzéd
inla‘ri‘ attérﬁ@t to déteﬁﬁiﬁe ahy r;,co.gr;iyzable ;Erends in Diggs" legislative
behav_ior.r '
In the yar_ea of agriculturél ,issués-, Diggs has: éup”ported high
‘ su@ports,'as op\po’se‘d to thel fl_e}f:ible pléns of’_Prevsident’Eiéenhovxli'er. Price :
sﬁpports Ellre the only “ké}f" agricul‘tulfal issues of his era.
Except fo% DaWson's,oppositién vote tQ the Poyvell amendment -il’_l-‘ _
1956 , Diggs! reco‘roi is vid»entical V\;ith _Déws'on.'s ‘in the civil rights area. N
‘ TWé de_feﬁsé i.ssg_e's‘_;haye‘ been considered "key™ vonve_ss"sinc‘e “1954“.
_.Dig‘gs"opp"o's'ed ‘fhe' Sikes (]jéin—Pia) mqtibn to édd $99,000, OOO ’E(.) the
Army budg‘evt.'.: 'The".sec‘on'd is‘s{;e was the final \}Qte on Deferise Dbepartment_f_
Réo'rganizatiqn, whiéh all ,fdﬁr of the. Négro Cqﬁgressmeri approved.'
. On_for'e.igr‘l policy v_o‘tes’,“Digg's; i‘ndependent_qf the‘ othér Ne’gr‘o‘ L
Congressrﬁen, voted to'recbmnﬁt t‘he ffad_e acjreeménts éxt'en’éioﬁ act in
- 19 5k8,‘ “In 1960 D»iggé voted a‘gainst thé bill granting iriqen,ti\fes to g.>rovvide’_'

investment in underdeveloped countries. He voted against the two senior
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"Negr.o -me'r;nebers torete're $2(IO »000;@00 in miIitary aid to tI1e fereign aid
: ‘pro‘grem‘ On’ the other "key" forelgﬁ pollcy votes the grou§ was in agree-
ment (see ‘Chapter III) U | |

‘ : “On:themattersv of fi'br;arllcer,.educ'ation]anc.i‘ 'Ia‘tbor‘{ bublic,Wor‘ks,.‘houSirig‘ 1

and ‘soeiél' sec‘u'rIty': Dlggs' 'rec‘of'd‘ is'f identical I/vith‘:D‘aWS'on's lrecv'oIr‘d‘° ' IA/\i’hjiIej .~ 
;. D'igge— ha.s,orppe‘s,edu’severaI i‘s_;(rvlalvl pI.l'bl'i.C‘WOTk.iS _'p’rojects ., the principal ones |
he 'ha's s‘upp‘erte'd.: In ether areas the .pattem of voting is not significantly 7

at variance with his :‘refgerdpf: op,po?sitien vetes;_,to the Democratic majority.

:Pthlbl‘ic Sbeeehes :
A .Cengr_essfnegl'efv‘oting ree'ord is an ‘im'p‘or.tant but _rI'ot an inclusi\}e R
,g‘ﬁide to -hi‘s- polltlcal behawor An Iun'defstaﬁd’irglg’e;féh‘isv,e»peeches is also’ Y
ess'ent-ial'-iﬁ‘de’.jter'm‘ixli‘ihg hig pOSItien in the political arena. Due te the
relatIver_eho_rt-‘leﬁgth of time Diggs hes served in the I—Ielulse, t’I’Ie materiaill .
e\%ailable is limAi’ted; His si’ghi?fivca'nt'epeeches, few in m‘l,m-'be;r",'will be .
examiﬁed in.the next fe’w,.pagesv.,;i.g | |
Dlggs has spoken several times Wlth regard to school segregatlon,
" He spoke' in favor of, r-an»d' voted.'ifor, the-‘l}?‘owell amendment ‘-in 1956. When
_tﬁe scheel bilI c_;ar_r_i:e u@ a yea'r‘ Iater; ]Sibées.rever‘s»edv hie ‘.eositionk and
'expres‘s'_e‘d ‘hibsA oﬁposi’ci’on to'aldd,ingr a "Powell amendment" Io the measure.
_Ins,tead, v.he‘ wished to see "a eIear cut Vote pln the»',si‘ng‘ular and :all—impor-

_tant issue of Federal aid ’c'ovedu‘c‘at'ioni ndTn 1958,' Diggs a‘g.ai‘n‘» reversed

, 4U S Congressmnal Record 85th Gongress, Ist Sess,,
1957 CIII ParL9 12843




B hié positi’on by éfé’ﬁing »th;é;{t‘ \he::Wés in fév@t"of fhe Roo-setvélltbj a:me.ndmen‘c.;.'f_:'
Whigh would elimin‘ate’."isegreg'é’ﬁion is vs;:hools nac‘c.epting Pedne'vral :ﬁqﬁey, S
Diggs claimed'that Segredated’school.i_ngi Was- inferio.r and should be abol:.{s.hé-o_lr 8
ifnmediatel?. 5 | | |
Diggs h.as"also s@oken out a’gaihst ihcreased péstal 'rates, claimijn,(lgn
the ]ourdeﬁ "will rgst' upon those who can'.le'aSt a;’fford it——indi;)iduals lik.er
those 1iifing in my:distfi»c:c;, . «
Although. npt_gn‘ introducerzéf _»i’}oﬁsing’legislation, Dig'g's pushed
» for'.la'rger public houéingpfogrgms thén thoﬁvse“a‘dyo'cated by Eisenhowéf, L
cl‘c’ili.m4ing tha‘t 125,000un1ts pz\e“r"tear‘are needed by minority groups alon'é'. -
In 19_5‘8"]ji}:g‘;g‘s..r\ei:inqﬁirshéd _V'hisfi fon't on fhe Veteréns' Commitfee,r E
to Whigh. h‘e_;had,be'_éﬁ. appbin’ced,whenvhe ‘entere‘.d the House, to ‘ac;cépt é. SR
.posijti'on'_q.r‘ii‘th‘e Forelgn Af_faifs Com_rﬁittéé. Pfeviously; he. 'rafe_ly spoke“bf
ve"té}rc“ms "1_é'gis:iaiti‘c->;n, but on jéiﬁing'g the Foreign -Affairs Comiﬁnittee he
exprevssed."hi;nsverlf'mbre‘,ovn‘ thls subject " I—Iowéver, most of hlS speeéhes- _
Weré‘infrodu:dt_ioflgl}s.f'of ‘corhmr‘e}morationé for varioﬁé countrie's";"a'll of which - |
had'm’ingri'ty gréups. in ,Detro.it. Besidés such commerﬁérations ; D‘iggs !
.o.niy pronouncerﬁents én;fdreic;-.'n policy have been to advocaﬁé édditiogal

economic assistance to Africa.

, SU. S.., Conqres's‘ional Récordﬁ 85th Cong., 2nd Sess., 1958,
CIV, Part 8, 71182, .

6U.~ S.; Congressional Record, 84th Cong. , an Sess., 1956,
CII, Part 8, 11989. - : . _



B 113
' EV&;‘luation
“Diggs is no;c ;a,qﬁiet machine"—‘o'ri'ent_ed ’man',‘ nor is he an re'.ff‘ec'tual
agitétor—militaht‘type; Although he probably digi.nc'jt“-p‘léan it thié ‘Way.,‘ he

isv a poor imitétiof; of Powell, Whéréas Powe"lAl a'nd.‘ his f‘ype thrive on
action and pu_blicity, Diggs -seem's unable or un\/\}il_ling to creaté an aﬁ;a of

‘aétion a;ld une‘ﬁ'di»ng‘ movement ébout him. lAfter six ygars_-of sér\}ice in the -

' '..Hbus'e_, inqu’ir:'ies.» to a few Congreésrﬁen Aabout ]jiggs broug‘ht the ‘response
of "Who is he'?“‘"«' On the othér hand, inquiries; did nothavé “t_o be.ﬁ)ade

” ébout Powell; his name Wés volunteered immedia'tely Whéne'\?er the ‘word
| "Né(‘g‘ro " was mentionec'i.- Powell s?tal.rted out with a Well%kanﬁ name and
a powerful famil_-y’ base, lar,rjd‘, in the én'd_, ‘he c_dmpletely‘:sub‘mergevd both -

" the éhyrch andi,hié yf'a’ther‘ u_nder h‘is’image, ,Diggs, on ‘the oﬁﬁer hand, had
th‘e-‘ bést-—knm{/vﬁlN.eéfo néme in Détroit a_rid’é, y\;eéllthy backgr’éﬁnd to go With . "
it, but he has nev:éf impl;bverd hlsp051tlon ‘{Ins"tead, h’é li\-fe‘s‘ o.ff the
previous family repﬁtation. 'H‘e‘ is not ah initia‘tor—,-he is a f0110wér. He
h_ad th‘g g‘Qod’for'turi-e to ’belv "15orn vr‘ig'htf_" in an area that was.changing fro‘m
wlr‘}lli‘»’tek to Neg}ro . |

| ‘Robé.£t Nix -
‘Cﬁlong‘r_essman Nix is‘, in_som‘e.‘respevc’ts', a prototype of William

_.DaWson. : Hovx}éver,,he possesses neitﬁef the ability nor the -opportqnity

.,té .eé;l‘uél_‘pr to":surpfassA' the political succe sé of —Dawspr.i .‘ Botﬁ have several
Afeatvures-ini commbﬁ Nix", as Dav\réén , i_?}a quiet, organi_za’t‘ion.—orién.ted-‘n‘iv&}in.'\ )

Both exist as leaders ‘of,",'sub—_machines " owing their existence to the |
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" prihcipal White or’gani.zativons; Both _currf the*:favor ot tfoters by the :
e’ffic-ient disnenslng ot‘ faj?ors delit_zered through the Wardéorgani'zation type
‘of politios.?:, l\lei‘th‘er‘ivs reoogn»i,zed as a sytnbol of defi’anoe to the‘_.v\‘fhi'te
' man or -as an;agit_ator t;tpe-of:pol:ttician. -"l\leither‘ is: r'egarded as.af ?'dis— '
:tin‘guished' oratori, although bot‘h 'men spea];: as well as PoW-ell, who.t's‘:: 7
‘ u‘sually oo'ns‘idered t_o be’admo,ving, pas‘sio‘nate ‘speaker. Both rnen: t/\tere.
born in tvhel South of poor'bare‘ntage ) and rno{fed North at a‘n}'fearl‘y' age;' SRR
Both hold leeral Arts and law school degrees Both, toO]:< up pol'iti’cs‘ és :
soon asA they‘be‘gan to practloe“law Both started out. at the bottom 1n
organi'z'at_iont politics and _suooeeded in beingelected ward comrrii'tteemen;_
a post neither', has re,linquished.to the'present t'lme;“ Bo‘th have led personal

lives free from ‘scandal.

i JB"a'okground of*’Nix»,‘,‘,:‘ .

The li.ttle—'-known , guiet,' Philadelphia' Congre-'ssrnan’was born.on.
bctober 9, 1905 in Orangeburg, South Carolina. He m';a{fé.d North With jhis
o farnlly at an early age, attended h1gh sohool in -New York Ollty, graduated
» ",b,’from Llncoln Un1vers1ty and later the Un1vers1ty of Pennsylvama Law School

As he began ‘to'prac_tice laW‘ ’h'e' became interestedﬁ in-Democrati‘c

o po‘litics I—lls flrst polltlcal p051tlon came 1n 1932 when he Was elected

“"44th Ward Commltteeman of Phlladelphla Rising slowly in the organ'lzatlon‘, . :
“he was thelr candldate in Lhe spe01al Fourth Dlstrlct of Phlladelphla election
._fo_r‘ 'Gongre:ss- _in 1958,° . He Won'th.e,_une‘xpired term ,of E‘_arl.Chudoff, andtoo’k.

the oath of office on June 4, 1958.
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Nix.;s. Législétive Record
, 'Nix.“s dégree of législéfivé su;c'ce“s.s can be seen byv 'ex‘am'inring the

legislation he has in’i‘tiéﬁte’d ‘thrédghout hi‘ys shéft Congfes's-ional career. Nix. _.
has infro,duced ‘altotal' of seveﬁ biliév(seé Chfart.‘ 4) . Of these; none Werev
acfed on ‘o‘r:pésse‘d-. The_seVenb bills that he 1 ir.l.lt’r’odUCerd can .bé' bréken'
© down into thréé c‘ategorie\é;—threé.éach Ai'n >e.d’1‘1(‘:atio’ri.‘ ap‘d labpr,‘ énd hou'_sin‘_g.,
and one i‘n fdfeiﬁjn policy.‘rﬁaftérs,;_ An"»ex,a'.minat}ion of Cha;rt‘ﬁ.;',' ‘which is
- vbrc')k‘en down bif in\dividudl ?esSiéﬁs ; Wlll ré-veall the‘]‘,?i‘cturé more miﬁutely.‘

' On ente‘_fihg“Cbngre;ss :he was éﬁéointed to the Vétéfans" Cdmrﬁitfee -
and to t-hé_~ ‘Meréhant Marine and .Fisheri'e's'v Cbmin-ittee’, ' Durmg hié tenuré m i
the Hous.e"he}»hés i'n‘trod‘uc‘edvng f)‘iils réla_’cii’lg’t(“)ﬂ,thes_e two c'olm-.mitt'ee' assign- ‘
me'l;lts’, Lik”ei'Diggs, N‘ixylre'lihqﬁi._sl'vle:d other corﬁmittée»ppsitib_ps in 1960 to
.accept a Féréign Affairs Comrﬁitteé assignmentl He introducﬁed ohe bill |
relating to thls ére'ya. |

‘An e‘xaminationfo'f‘hi‘s:v‘fotihg' r.e'cé)rdv during his three years 1n

: C,ovrigl."ess‘ pro'vides,aﬁqther insigilt iﬁto the cayeer of»“Roberf N‘i:vc., 1 ‘Dﬁring :
“hig tenure, thé]vrewére. 2'3.’6"‘1*101156111:5 (S’éé“ Chart 35).; Chart 5 breaks the
. humber of roll calls dowri‘intvova ‘se'ssiéﬁf'byrsession bas'e;'f This char;c aléo
‘aha‘iyzes Ni}{"é véting rec.o‘rd,‘bo’»th by-‘.pumb'e»f éhd by‘perce‘n"cé‘(je-of roll célis
throuéhout .t_he three ?ea-rs'@-, His ;j{ferall ,Votin‘g.p‘ercentégei 'oﬁ roll calls 1s -
. 94.’1%, with.abs.entée» r.ééord of 5 .,9.%.» His aylerage pvercv:enta‘gbe of voting 1n .
opbosition to his fel:low;»De.m'ocr&:lts-on ,roil.galls is 12','8%.}. His op'positioiq.

( to the si.mp'le'.I-Iouse majority. is_ 18.2%. During his sérvice in the House',‘ 4
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. Chart 4 ~ Nix*

Breakdown of LeéiS-latio'n Introduced

AR ‘, T A A 51958 1959 1960 Totals
Total number of bills introduced éach yvear Of 5] 2y -7
Total number of bills-acted on each vear 0 0 0 0
Total number of bills bassed each vear 0 0 01 0
Percentage of total acted on - oo loel of _of 0
Percentage of total passed ' 0l - 01 0| @
Introduced: Education & Labor - 0l 2 1 3
' Foreign Policy’ .° 0 1] .0l 1-

, . Housing 0l .27 1f 3
1% of total 1ntroduced Education & Labor 0] 40] 50] .42%
- Foreign POllCV 0] 20y 0} 16%
_ I—Io_usmg 0} 40f 50 42%

% Congre ssman- NlX mtroduced no leglslatlon in the following Categorles,
. Agrlculture Civil Rights, Finance, Housekeeping, Pueno Rico, Social
Security, Veterans and Virgin Islands and Panama.
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~ Chart 5~ Nix |

Roll Calls -

R R N P S R 1958119591960 Totals
Roll Calls . .- . . PRI . 561 . 87| 93]:236 .
[Voted - e o ner oo 56) 82 81 219
Absent - - R .ol 9| 12f 17
[Percentwoted-. .t - - 11100 99.5| 87]94.1_
|Percent absent . - e 4. 0}-4.5] 13] 5.9
" .[Votes differing with Democratlc maJorlty - 8 12 11 3L
Percent differing with. Democratlc majorl’glﬂ 1113.8]10.6112.5
- Votes against House majorlty -4 10 20| 13| 43

" {Percent against House majorlty i 17.81 23% 14118.2
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- there have beén‘no Repuiﬂican(SOngresses,'as there were in the caseS‘of
Déwson and 'Po’well. ' Q.Q'nseguently, th_'e difference in his oppos:ition to the
_'hOuéélﬁafo;ﬁsgquerthe’ﬁmb parﬁesyqapnot.beIneasuréd.
As :x'/v‘és';l.'.l‘ovtye_d'néarli’elj,“ N'i"x:vov';ced' ag;éinst ’_ﬁ:he. gnajorit‘y of his partﬁf
) 12.8% ofithe. tlme over the ﬁ/le‘:ar‘s; | Vafi_oﬁ_sr gﬂéysses éf bills ﬁow’will be
ekamined in an éttem_pt to develop a pattern of Nix's legislative behavior
(see Chart 6},

“Hi's‘ oppbsitio'n vote's- on a{griCultural matters ‘involv_ed the present
wheat program and several attempts to change it by allowing the farmers
a choice as to whether they desired e.l'r‘eduction in acreadge or a lowering in |
price sﬁpports . Nix vot_edb in oppOSifion to-any choice beincj allowed the
farmers ;Inste‘ad, he voted to retaihiwhea-’; suppor’;s at, 75% of parity and
to?cﬁtv&héafpréaucﬁoﬁ_zo%f" |

On iééues deéling with civil ric‘;hts'?jhe' disagreed wit‘h hls party.
séven times; ‘I-Iis. oppbsition to the party Wés concerned With three issues.
Three o’f,l;lis vo:tes Ainvolved attempts t’o'k kiil_ _legislation opposirig the Mallo;y
Rulé; ‘Th‘ree more of the v'otes."were' an attﬂeﬁ;ﬂpt to kill legislation' to change
“the Nelsbﬁ deciSibn, ‘The final Voté was against citing a House Committee -
witness for contempt,‘ o - | |

Four of the five opposition party votes of Nix on _foreign policy
‘matters inv‘olved aVLttVem(p’;s to add add_itional funds to various Mutual -Defénse
; Sécuri'ty.Acts.‘ The fi‘ﬂh vdtev was ‘toiCLAltr%th.e funds of the iﬁformatioﬁ Ag‘e_néY

in 1958.
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'-"ﬁ‘ 'T'hrée op’pOsi’:ciibn‘vo‘te.s to, his par‘t.y*-were- cast on educétion and
"la’bor 1ssues | In 195'9:‘, h’e‘ 'x}o’ted agai_nst t_hé Labor—Managément Act, In -
>17960 he voted for thé Powell,_ém'e.ndmént and for ‘tl;e Thompson=-Powell |
amendedisc}vloiol' bill . |
| I—Ils o‘irlllﬁ/' impor,taﬁt vote ',ovn~finan'cf‘ial issu‘es was’ his vote agains__f
- the ’ré:isihgi Qf t_he tax ox}«g,asé‘lvineﬂfr.om »three‘ to fouf Qekn‘ts‘xa' gallon.

]Im“’c.héi ‘aféa of hohus‘:ft?fllcj‘le‘gi’sla’tion‘,: he oppbsed the limiting of -
‘svglum'clearvan‘c‘e« pro;ectsmWashmgton, DC in“1‘960, '_D.iggs- voted m - '
. 1960 ‘éq iﬁcreése"by $35 ; O'OAOZ;OOO the budvg"et for éo'nétruét_ion o,f‘ new
lveterénrsv‘ “‘ho‘s‘pi‘j:a_‘ls. -

D’effe_n_s‘e,'g‘public'wor’ks’, irh:m[‘igra-ti’cj:n,' aﬁd sociavl'sec':urity ‘avreasl :
brbuéﬁt.no oppoé_ition iv‘ote‘s from Nixl;"' . | | | o |

| Nix, li:k/e Dlggs . has chn's'isAlten‘tl_j/f‘ adv’o‘vca’ted the government'%
‘ték‘ing'v a :moré épns.thgﬁtive ‘iﬁféres"c :'L.nl'the‘.-pl;o‘tection of rhaﬁ's righfcs énd 1n :
éssis_tiné 'the'@'evo‘pl'e'»'y\}herevit‘_‘is‘réVident’that only the ,‘gover}nm‘ent Wo:uld ,‘é‘m.d '
, éould be of adeqﬁate as'sjistan'ce;. | |

A;Th'e mdex 'f];éy vo‘tes'."l froﬂn;l.i 1»952'3 t]‘rlriqu‘g)}h, 196(-):have been ranalyz‘ec.i‘
1n an Jé‘ﬁv‘tempt to _de‘c‘efm'ine any recocjn.'i‘zal"c‘Jle'tlrendsfin Nix's _legislativé
'be‘havior;. : Iﬁ the“areaﬂ of .agiritcﬁ,u:l'turély isSuébs,f' Nix has support’ed higﬁ parit? ;
;.)'r)icéé(,. as agaiﬁsf ’thé'v flelﬁci;bie ‘price‘sup_p‘ortzpléris of Pr’esident Eisenho’Wér,’ '
Pfié:é ..sﬁppth'ts‘ ére the <.>:nl'y'_""}_<e§.‘7" a'grjicu,ltiu;al ijss.s‘ue,s of fhis périod, ;

::_NiXi.'S. tecord is ideh..t'i_calg/v_ifh Dax}\z's‘*on's 1n the civil righfs are'a. :

. During Nix's service in the House, two defense votes have been =
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'régarded -as' "key" ones. Nix supp‘orté‘d ‘the Sikels (Dem~Fla) motion to add.
899,000,000 to the ,Arrny'bu‘dget. The oihe'r was. the final vote on De\fana'e' L
'-Deparimen.t:‘Reorganijzation which all foui*. of ihel Negro Céngrassman sup; |
i ported. | | ) .
o On farei"gn.poliay vo‘qa‘.s ,\ Nix voitedinil‘%vo fgr-thé' -"Ivneas‘lire' grani;iné :
._iaxfinc‘eniivats .‘io .prai/ide‘ in_vves\trnenta inj_ dn_d‘ai"_civavaiop_ed ca.uniifies and for: . .
: ia.aj;‘oiation rc‘>ia $200,(r4)00",‘000 cut in'mi‘l‘itar‘y‘ éid to thé foirei_gn aid. pi"o‘graljn;‘ o
- Wi’ih'the .aXCep_tibn of ‘N'ix"s aiip‘port caf the 1960 measure to ex- |
i_enci'vcorporva.te and e'xcis".e.'t‘axe‘s,, the Negrd group's \}Otes have been iden;',
 tical in thilsvarea,' } |

| iOn the snbjeqts of education, labor.,v publid Works‘, housing, and
~fsoaial ,sec.ubrity: Nix's record is identical with Dawson's _recoi"ci°

Public Speeches

A‘lthovugh analyzing a Congressman's.voting record is nec.essary
for an understanding of his political roie, it does not“ provide the complete
siorfy»° By auCh an analysis r ia revealed how ne stood on the issues buty " ,
not‘ why he took such‘a'p‘osition. An 'examinatian of his speeahes,‘whién '
will be done in ihe following pages, is @ method to aid in anvswering the
' 'quesiion "why, "
‘With the excention of Nix's speech advocating adciitional benefits‘-"
~for peraons who Ahelped aons_truct the Pa‘nama;Qanalt all ,'Of *_hi‘s speeches
' ha\ié.ciealt.‘With, the gisiublj.e‘c't. of civil frignts, .During his fiist year in Congi”-eiss,?,

1\T1x spoke out against legislation designed to offset the Nelson Case decision.

Tt










































