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CHAPTER I

' ' p - : : ; THE ,

Purpose ©f th e  S tu d y ; The purpose o f t h i s  study- was to  

'• in v e s tig a te  th e  causes o f  ab sen tee ism  in  ■ Miami High School $ 

to  determ ine th e  number o f  each eause in  r e l a t io n  to  th e  

• d i s t r i b u t i o n ' o f  p u p i l s a and to  d e te rm in e :th e  most s ig n i--  , 

f i e  an t causes o f  absentoeism b v v, , i  t  i - . ; ■

Also tiie  - in v e s t ig a t io n  a ttem p ted  to  determ ine  th e  

groups .of s tu d e n ts ' w ho.;created .th e  g r e a te s t  amount o f  . 

.absenteeism ^ From th e  r e s u l t s ' o b ta in ed  co n c lu s io n s  were ■' - 

fo rm u la ted  in d ic a t in g  s ig n i f i c a n t  f a c to r s  in  p u p il  attem=

■ danee> : v . :■'. ■■ f:;':;; - . : ■' s : ' ■' t ' ’ . . - : : . t : -: • /

; ',•- ; ' 'D e f in itio n  o f •the; Problem ; ' '

What i s  A bsenteeism ? A bsenteeism  i s  o f te n  used synony- 

• mously w ith  non -a tten d an ce .0 In . ea ses  o f  ab sen ces i t  must 

be u n d e r s to o d th a t  n o n -a tten d an ce  i s  q u i te  d i f  f e r e  n t ' from • _ 

non-enrollm e nt f  FIon=enro llm e n f , i s  th e  f a i l u r e  t  o re  g i s t  e r  

fo r . G la sse ss o r  th e  - d ropping  f  rom a c la s s  w ith  no in te n t io n  

t o  r e tu rn  j, w hereas non -  a t  ten d  an e e i s  sim ply t h e : f a i l u r e  o f  

th e  p u p il  t o  come ’to  c la s s  a f t e r  having p ro p e r ly  r e g is te r e d  

and been in  a tten d an ce  0 Zelma' P a rk e r d e f in e s  ch ro n ic  ab­

se n te e s  as 88t h a t ' group o f  c h i ld re n  who' a re  f re q u e n tly  ab - , 

se n t from schooig u s u a l ly  w ith th e  knowledge o f  p a r e n t s f

lo  Zelrna P ark er j, 58 Guidance and th e  Chronic A b sen tee ," . - 
.. J o u rn a l of. E d u c a tio n , A p ril , 19-49o 1



and u s u a lly  f o r  reasons which ? w h ile  genera l l y  a c c e p ta b le  

to  p a re n t s- a r e . no t co n s id e red  v a l id  u n d er sch o o l re g u la -  

tio n so ^  I t  a p p ea rs  t h a t  p a re n ts  in  g en e ra l need some edu= ; 

e a tin g  a s  to  th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f  good a tten d a n ce  on th e  p a r t  

of t h e i r  c h i ld re n  in  o rd e r  f o r  them to  o b ta in  th e  b e s t  th a t  

i s  o ffe re d , them in  th e  average schoo l systemo ■ , . .

■ ; A bsenteeism  does n o t ' n e c e s s a r i ly  in c lu d e  ta rd in e s s ^

s in c e  the  in t e n t  behind: t a r d in e s s  i s  not the .sam e a s  t h a t  

beh ind  absenceo A c h i id  may be l a t e  to  c l a s s e s  f d r  any v 

number o f  rea so n s  obv iously  beyond h is  c o n t r o l2 w hereas he

may be ab sen t because o f a r e a l  i l l n e s s  o r  so m e p re m ed ita -
v . : ■ : ■: '.'■■■ ' ■ ■ : ■. ■t r o n l  : . : V. - ■ ' . .

Kinds o f  A bsences: The k in d s o f  absences and t h e i r  causes "

a re  l i s t e d  a s .la w fu l  o r  u n la w fu l0 A ccording to  F@ Vo B er- "
" ■ h i .: :  -  . i  : -'■■■ ■■■ : ; : v .
mejo % th e  c h ie f  ca u se s  o f  n o n -a tten d an ce  in  th e  school

system s a re  i ' Lawful non=-attendance} (1) I l l n e s s  o f  th e

c h i ld  h im s e lf ? (2 ) . I l ln e s s  o f  some member o f  th e  f a m ily 8 .

(3) Lack o f  c lo th in g ,  (4) Death in  th e  f a m ily s arid (5)

Work a t  home® The c h ie f  c a u s e s :o f  un law fu l n o n -a tten d an ce  

a re ;  t l )  T ruancys ( 2 ) .P a re n ta l n e g le c ty  [3) Work a t  homey

(4). i l le g a l  employment^ and (5) Out of town v is itS o

For t  he purpose o f  th i s  in v e s t ig a t io n  % th e  above l i s t  

was f u r th e r  subd iv ided  'in  o rd e r t o  in c lu d e  causes o f  ab«= . 

sences which might ap p ly  on ly  to  Miami High School and. t o

1® Fo Vo Be me. jo, j The School A ttendance S e rv ice  in  Americas 
G it'ie s  „ G hapter One 5, Banta P u b lish in g  Companys 1923A



©Eit th o se ' whieh. were n o t ,r e la te d  ■ to ; ab sen tee ism  in  Miami, . 

As an example^ th e re  was no in s ta n c e  W ere  la ck  o f  c lo th in g  

in f lu e n e e d  a tten d a n ce  in  Miami High S ch o o l5, in d id a tin g  . 

t h a t  poverty  among the  people of Miami i s  no t s e r io u s  

enough to  p rev en t any p u p il  from a tte n d in g  h ig h  schoo l a t  

a n y t i m e ,  a ' ; ■ .i' V r ■ ' ' :

Study l a s  S p e c i f i c : 'Av study  o f  t h i s  ty p e  was. n e c e s s a r i ly  

s p e c if ic  ' and th e re fo re  i t s  scope was a  l im ite d  one , The ' 

aim and u l t im a te  in te n t io n  in  making t h i s  s tudy  was t o  f in d  

the  e x te n t  o f ab seh tee ism  in  Miami High School th rough  a  

d e ta i l e d  use o f  th e  d a ta  in  th e  o f f ie e  f i l e s  a t  th e  h igh  . 

school 'which cover: the  a tte n d a n c e  re c o rd s  f o r  th e  y e a rs  

1946=1950, I t  more s p e c if ic  a l l y  .d e a l t  w ith  th e  k inds o f  ;' 

reaso n s  g iven  by p u p ils  f o r  absences fo r  th e  purpose o f 

o b ta in in g  s tu d e n t excuse- p e rm its . P rim arily , th e  s tudy  o f 

absen tee ism  in  Miami High School i s  concerned w ith  th e  num= 

h e r  and cau ses  o f  absences and t h e i r  r e la t io n s h ip  to  such 

problem s as h e a l th ,  (o f th e  s tu d en t and h i s  fa m ily )  „ s o c ia l  

and economic background, language d i f f e r e n c e s ,  and to  some 1 

e x te n t th e  r e la t io n s h ip  o f ab sen tee ism  to  th e  a c tu a l  p u p il 

p ro g re s s ,  - ; ^ . . y ' ■;

i  y ; . l im i ta t io n s  ; : : y i

N ecessary  to  Confine S tu d y : T h is s tu d y  i s  co n fin ed  to  a \

b r i e f  com parison o f th e  Average D a ily  A ttendanee of Miami



High-School- w ith  o th e r  sch o o ls  in  th e  S ta te  of A rizo n ag and 

has been l im i te d  to  a s tudy  o f  the  re c o rd s  fo r  one y ea r 

onlyo No a ttem p t has been made to  s tu d y  a reco rd  o f . t a r d i ­

n ess  in  Miami High School a s  th e s e  re c o rd s  a re  handled  

s e p a ra te ly  from absences and on ly  a few ex c ep tio n s  a re  l i s ­

te d  among th e  rea so n s  found in  t h i s  s f u d y E x c u s e d  o r  •un­

excused ta r d in e s s  o f  l e s s  than  one p erio d  a re  hand led  by 

the  in d iv id u a l  te a c h e r  0 T h ere fo re  t h i s  su rre y  ;is  l im ite d  '

to  absences and th e  s tu d e n t^ s  reaso n s  f o r  th e s e  absences®

- P rocedure  . :

D ata O b ta in ed : The d a ta  f o r  th i s  s tu d y  o f  absen teeism  in

Miami High School was o b ta in ed  from  th e  s tu d en t c la s s  ad­

m ittan ce  s l i p s  f o r  th e  1949^1950 sc h o o l y e a r j from  school 

o f f ic e  reco rdsg  and from  annual a tten d a n ce  r e p o r ts  to  th e  

su p e rin ten d en to  T his d a ta  was u sed  to-,determ ine, th e  tr e n d s  . 

o f .a t te n d a n c e j  th e  amount and cau ses  o f  absencesM n Miami. 

High Schoolg and th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  absen tee ism  upon p u p il • 

progress®  '

The r e s u l t s  o f  the in y e s t ig a t io n  were weighed and con­

c lu s io n s  were formulated® Recommendations were made in  th e  

hope th a t  b e t t e r  a t te n d a n c e  would be ach ieved  in  Miami High 

School 0 - - ■; ; ■

1 6 The f i l e s '  o f  th e  P r in c ip a l  o f  Miami High School and
th o se  p f  th e  D i s t r i c t  S u p e r in te n d e n te Y ears 1949-1950Q



CHAPTER I I

- : • ATTENDANCEA FACTOR IN EDUCATION " ; : •

’ . Item s That A ffec t A ttendance , ■

H e a lth : F ro m ;stu d ie s  and su rv ey s Reeder s t a t e s  t h a t  th e

h e a l th  f a c to r  in f lu e n c e s  a tten d an ce , more th an  any. o th e r

ite m 3 and th a t  most ea ses  o f  ab sen tee ism "are  caused by

; i l ln e s s o  - .V ; / .. ,; ■ ; ' i  \ /

, S ihee th e r e  a re  so many phases of h e a lth  3. i t  may be

w ell t o  c o n s id e r  them here as some o f them do and some o f

them do not in f lu e n c e  good a ttendanceo  P u p ils  a s  a whole

e i t h e r  have good r e s i s ta n c e  to  d is e a s e s  o r  a re  s u s e e p ta b le .

t o . m nyo R esp ira to ry , a ilm e n ts  such a s  th e  common c o ld  a re  '

so co n tag io u s  t h a t  th ey  acco u n t f o r  a la rg e  d ro p  in  c h ild - ..

r e n 1 s a tten d an ce  recordso  H ea lth  and ed u c a tio n a l s ta n d a rd s

a r e  found to  be much h ig h e r  i n  com m unities in  which the

p o p u la tio n  i s  composed o f f a m il ie s  l iv in g  in  th e  h ig h e r  in ­
i ’ >  . : ■ ■■ - .  ̂ : 2 ■,
come .bracketso  In  such c i t i e s 3 acco rd in g  to  Heck th e  popu

la t i o n  • i s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  .• a tten d a n ce  consciousc, •

V o ca tio n s : The v o c a tio n s  o f  th e  .p a ren ts  r e f l e c t  upon pu­

p i l s  a t te n d a n c e a What; a  p a re n t d o e s 3 h is  average , incomes 

and th e  s iz e  o f  th e  fam ily  e i th e r  d i r e c t l y  or i n d i r e c t ly

1 ? ■. Ward R eeder3 Fundam entals o f  P u b lic  School A dm in is tra -  
- t i o n , M acmillan Company3 1935 o p p » 301-309= -;: . :



in f lu e n c e s  th e  m a tte r o f  a t te n d a n c e 0 O ften the low wage 

e a rn e r  h as  th e  l a r g e s t  fam ily  and i t  becomes n ec e ssa ry  to  

d iv id e  th e  e s s e n t i a l s  o f  food and c lo th in g  a th e  re  by making 

i t  more d i f f i c u l t  f o r  p u p ils  from  th e se  f a m il ie s  to  a tte n d  

schoo l r e g u la r ly  d e c e n tly  c lo thedo  Often in  f a m il ie s  o f  

t h i s  s o r t  th e  o ld e r  c h i ld re n  supplem ent the  fa m ily  income 

by workingj, a t  l e a s t  p a r t  o f  the  tim e „

V ocations a l s o  in f lu e n c e  schoo l a tten d an ce  when th e  

f a th e r 'zs work ta k e s  him from  town to  town o r  back and f o r th  

ac ross, the  coun try  0 In  such c a se s  th e  c h ild  u s u a l ly  lo s e s  

i n t e r e s t  in  sch o o l s in c e  he does n o t a t te n d  any one school 

long enough to  b u ild  up an a c t iv e  i n t e r e s t  in  e i t h e r  h is  

s tu d ie s  o r  the f r ie n d s  whom he h as  met®

S o c ia l BackgroundsV The s o c ia l  background of th e  c h i ld re n  

a ls o  p lay s  an a c t iv e  p a r t  in  th e  a tten d a n ce  reco rd  o f th e se  

eh ild re h o  The amount o f  ed u c a tio n  enjoyed by th e  p a re n ts  

them selves o r  by o ld e r  c h i ld re n  in  th e  fam ily  has some bear-

ing upon the  c h i l d ’s schoo l a t te n d a n c e 6 According to  Eh D®
■ .. 1 -v :- : -  ;■ v ' V- ■ .

M artin  s in  h is  survey of cau ses  o f n o n -a tte n d a n c e s th o se

p u p ils  # io se  p a re n ts  had g raduated  from th e  e ig h th  grade 

had a tten d a n ce  re c o rd s  s u p e r io r  to  th o se  p u p ils  whose pa­

r e n ts  had l e s s  th a n  ah e ig h th  grade education®

£ and Language D i f f i c u l t i e s : The n a t io n a l i ty  o f

1® Edwin D® M a rtin , "Some o f th e  Causes of Non-Attendance 
in  a  Ju n io r  High Schoole" School and S o c ie ty « January
1942. " V : , . . . . — —  —  t  :



7

the  p a re n ts  9 the, language spoken a t  hemes th e  r e l ig io u s

a f f i l i a t i o n 3 o r  th e  m a r i ta l  s t a tu s  of e i th e r  p a re n t may .

a f f e c t  in d iv id u a l  c a s e s « b u t th e s e  f a c to r s  a re  not e o n s is -  ;
i  :  1 ' h . . . : ,

te n t  in  t h e i r  e f f e c t  upon school a tten d aaeeo  Local evi<=,

dence would in d ic a te  t h a t  th e  w ell-m anaged home, m th  dis=

c ip l in e j  h e a lth y  c h ild re n s  and re g u la r  hours fo r  t h e i r

r e s t s  le i s u r e s  and study  have. more e f f e c t  upon good a t t e n -  ;

dance th a n  does e i t h e r  n a t i o n a l i t y r re lig io n ;,' lan g u ag e .8 o r

m a r i ta l  s t a tu s .  S ev era l ca ses  i n  Miami High School were in

ev idence to  in d ic a te  th a t  home s i t u a t i o n s  such a s  m entioned

above d e f in i t e ly : a f f e c t e d  a t te n d a n c e ,

• ,"  Absences a s  a Source o f  D i f f i c u l ty  :

A bsenteeism P re s e n ts  a Problem; Absenteeism  h as:a lw ay s

p re se n te d  d i f f i c u l t  problem s in  sch o o l a d m in is tra tio n o  A ll 

sch o o ls  have had th i s  problem  to  1 some d e g re e «, Some have 

a ttem p ted  to  hold  to  customs a lre a d y  e s ta b l i s h e d j  w h ile  

o th e rs  sought rem edies f o r  t h e i r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  by th e  e n a c t­

ment ©A new schoo l le g i s la t io n o  But r e g a rd le s s  o f  what th ey  

have or have n o t done ab o u t itj , poor a tten d a n c e  s t i l l  r e ­

mains one o f th e  c o n tr ib u tin g  cau ses  of poor s c h o la rs h ip  e"

I t  overburdens th e  te a c h e r  w ith  make-up work f o r  th e se  ch ro n ic  

ab sen te e s  and d e c re a se s  the  sch o o l* s  average d a i ly  a tte n d a n c e t 

which i s  indeed  s e r io u s  s in c e  Our s t a t e  apportionm en t i s  c a l ­

c u la te d  upon th e s e  a tten d ah ee  r e c o r d s .

I ,  Go Ho R eav is , F a c to rs  G o n tro llin g  A ttendance in  R u ra l
S c h o o ls , C hapters 1 and Columbia U n iv e rs ity  P re s s



The p ercen tag e  o f average  d a i ly  a tten d an ce  v a r ie s - f ro m  

s ta te  to  s t a t e ;  from community to  community3 and g e n e ra lly  

sp e ak in g t th e  sc h o o ls  o f th e  n o r th e rn  s t a t e s  have a h ig h e r  

p e rce n tag e  o f  averag e  d a i ly  a tten d a n c e  than  th o se  schoo ls 

o f  the so u th e rn  s t a t e s e The c i t i e s  have a h ig h e r  p e rc e n t­

age o f average d a i ly  a tten d a n ce  th an  do th e  r u r a l  communi- 
■ i ;  ' ■ ■; : - ?  :  :: ' :  - t  ->/ r  :
t i e s a  C e r ta in  sch o o ls  in  a g iven  schoo l system  have much

h ig h e r  p ercen tag e  o f  a tten d an ce  th an  p th e r  sc h o o ls  in  th e  

same schoo l sy stem 0 C e rta in  te a c h e rs  have much h ig h e r  p e r ­

cen tage  o f  a tten d a n ce  th an  o th e r  te a c h e rs  in  th e  same b u i ld ­

ings -

The f a c t  t h a t  n o n -a tten d an ce  c o n s t i tu t e s  ou r l a r g e s t  

e d u c a tio n a l w aste i s  p ro b ab ly  one o f th e  g r e a te s t  educa­

t io n a l  problem s @ According to  th e  B ie n n ia l Survey of Edu­

c a tio n  in  th e  U nited  S ta te s  f o r  th e  y e a r  1945-1946$ o u r 

p u b lic  p ro p e r ty  has an a s se sse d  v a lu a tio n  o f  more th an  

e ig h t b i l l i o n . d o l l a r s a n d  th e  an n u a l expend it u re s  i s  appro - 

x im a te ly  th r e e  b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s 6 .

I f  one fo u r th  of th e  p u p ils  a re  ab sen t d a i ly ,,  i t  i s  

im m ediately  seen th a t  th e  f in a n c ia l  w aste r e s u l t in g ,  when 

computed on th e  t o t a l  schoo l e x p e n d itu re , i s  -co lo ssa l 0

1® G® Re .M ille r ,-  and Fred C harles , P u b l ic i ty  and th e  Pub­
l i c  School % Houghton M if f l in  and Company, 1942® p » :179o

2o B ien n ia l Survey o f E ducation  in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  f o r  
th e  y ea r 1945°19‘P> ° (AccordTng to  th i s  r e p o r t , th e  a s -  i  
se ssed  v a lu a tio n  i s  $64 ,128 ,251 , and f o r  t o t a l  ex­
p e n d itu re s  , $ 2 ,9 06 ,886 ,441°) . . .
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TKiS ; i s  indeed , t r a g ic  i f  ev idence shows - t h a t  much o f  t h i s  

nonattendance  i s  u n n ec essa ry 0 Some o f i t  i s  i l l e g a l  and 

may be th e  r e s u l t  of c a r e le s s ly  enforeed : com pulsory schoo l 

a tten d a n ce  laWs® . 1 . •; ■ :

. The la rg e  f in a n c ia l ,  w aste m entioned becomes ey id eh t : 

when it. -is ' r e a l i .s e d t h a t  th e  co s t o f  running th e  school i s  

. p r a c t i c a l l y  th e  same whether th e  p u p ils  a re  in  a tte n d a n c e  --/ii 

io f'.:no t.V "W e,:teach-e.r i s  under c o n tra c t  g and must be pa id  i  

"for a p a r t  schoo l' th e  same a s  f o r  a whole schoo l 0 M oreover9 

. the  •cost o f  running  th e  schoo l p la n t and o f  fu rn is h in g  sch o o l 

s u p p lie s  I s . p r a c t i c a l l y  th e  same; w hether th e  p u p ils  a l l  a t - "

■ ten d  o r not u ' u-l-1; 1' t  i': .1" • . . ;. i  ':  ' ■;;:

The g r e a te s t  l o s s h o w e v e r 5 i s  not. th e  f in a n c ia l  lo s s  

to  the: p u b lic  3 bu t th e  e d u c a t io n a l / lo s s  ;to: the; p u p i l«, Non= 

a tte n d a n ce  means t h a t  the  p u p il  has been ch ea ted  o f some o f 

h is  1 r ig h t f u l  p a trim o n y ; i t  means th a t  th e  p u p il  h a s  no t , 

been ab le  to  p a r ta k e  o f  a l l  th e  ad v an tag es which s o c ie ty  

has p rov ided  fo r  .'him.. A f re q u e n t r e s u l t  o f  n o n -a tten d an ce  •

■ i s  p u p il  f a i lu r e *  I f  th e .p u p i l  does n o t f a i l 9 he g e ts  be­

h in d  in  h is  work and becomes d isco u rag ed . None o f  th e se  ■ 

th in g s  a r e  condueiye to  th e  b e s t ;e d u c a tio n a l  'p ro g ress  and 

the  g r e a te s t 'h a p p in e s s  o f the  p u p il  o

. ■ . T rends ,-in A ttendance

./A ttendance T r .e n d sa t Miami High S ch o o l: . To determ ine “th e  ;. 

t r e n d  of ab sen tee ism  in  Miami High School j th e  rec o rd  was '



MO:'

. : : v  ■ v .  - ' , . i " '  : ■

o b ta in e d - fo r  th e  .f iv e  y e a r  p e r io d  ending May-1950 o ; This . - 

rec o rd  s shown in  Table I  <, re v e a ls  th a t  a tten d a n ce  has - im=

• .proved s in c e  1947.o The average-:d a i ly  a tten d an ce  in creased : 

from 90o2, p e r  cen t to  94o7® Even though  th e  1946-47 y ea r  _ • 

-had 'a ipereent age .;pf ̂ 90o£i th e  1947=48 y ea r i t  was 9:4°2 s>

o r. a \  4 . p e r  den t incr-ease o v e r ■ the p rev io u s  sch o o l y e a r0 

'T his improvement may have been a id ed  by th e  r e tu rn  o f  th e  

d e te n tio n  hour f o r  unexcused ca ses>  The d e te n tio n  hour 

had been d isc o n tin u e d  p re v io u s ly  oh a t r i a l  b as iso  ;

The y ea r of 1948=49 had a d e c lin e  in  en ro llm en t^  but 

the  p e rcen tag e  of a tte n d a n c e  in c re a se d  s l ig h tly -= tw o = te n th s  

o f o n e 'p e r  c e n t o This p a s t  y e a r s 1949-505, showed c o n tin ­

ued improvement o f  th r e e - te n th s  o f  one p e r  c e n t over the : 

.y e a r  b e f o r e » ' ;M ; - , •.:. '

le  Annual A ttendance R eport to  th e  Supe r i n t  end en t o f  S chools 
Miami School - S i s t r i e t  a Miami s i r i s o n a > : ; . . . :
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.ABSENTEEISM IN THE MIAMI HIGH SCHOOL

; " ■ J ' : : I  ABLE I  ' ' : . ' ; : „

Trend in  A ttendance a t  Miami High S c h o o l,fo r  - 
F ive T ear P eriods 19.45-46 to  1949-50

T ear Average D a ily  Average D a ily  . P e rcen t o f
Membership A ttendance A ttendance to

Membership

1945-46 - 419=65 365o42 : 9 1 .$  I

1946-47 495,33 C % 446o97 , ; : 90 ,2 :\ .
1947-46 481o93 453.82 94.2

1948-49 494o77 467.17 9 4 .4

1949=50 472.33- I  447.15 v 94 .7 ' '

lo  D ata ta k en  from .Annual A ttendance R eports in  o f f ic e  
o f  S u p e rin ten d e n t o f  Schools 5 Miami r A rizona :
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G ila Gwmty High ..School. A ttendance T ren d s: W hile comparing 

th e  in d iv id u a l  Miami High School a tten d an ce  re c o rd s  w ith  th e  

^attendance re c o rd s  f o r  G ila County in  which th e  Miami High 

School D i s t r i c t ,  i s  lo c a te d s th e  fo llo w in g  o b se rv a tio n s  were 

noted; On s im ila r  b ases  o f  p e rce n tag e s  th e  f ig u re s  f o r  

G ila  County were o b ta in ed  from th e  f i l e s  o f th e  S u p e r in te n ­

den t o f P u b lic  I n s t r u c t io n  f o r  th e  f iv e  y e a rs  1945=46 to  •
' '  .; : :  ' ' I  . ' f  ■■■

1949=50, Table H e

, The p ercen tag e  com parison o f  average d a i ly  a tten d an ce  

to  average d a i ly  membership was 93*3 s which was f iv e  te n th s  

o f  one p e r  c e n t above t h a t  o f  Miami High School fo r th e  

same te rn o  The • county^ w ith  a membership o f  f iv e  h ig h  

s©ho©ls=-Globe$1 Hayden 3 Miami <, Pay s on 3 and Y oung--has had 

an in c re a s e  in  p e rcen tag e  o f  averag e  d a i ly  a tten d a n ce  to  

average d a i ly  membership over th e  l a s t  fo u r  y e a r s e x c e p t  

fo r  a d ec rease  fo r . th e  year. 1 9 4 9 = 1 9 » Each. o f th e  f i v e  ■ 

y e a rs  from 1945=46 to  1949=50 shows the  p e r  c e n t o f  average 

d a i ly  membership to  be above t h a t  o f  each r e s p e c t iv e  y e a r  

fo r  th e  Miami High S ch o o le The a tte n d a n c e  o f  h igh schoo l 

s tu d e n ts  has no t been as  h ig h  in  Miami a s  in  o th e r  high 

schoo ls in  G ila Countyo

1 0 O ffic e  f i l e s  o f  th e  S u p erin ten d en t o f  P ub lic  In s tru c t io n ^  
‘ Phoenix , A rizona, f o r  th e  y e a rs  1945=46 t o  1949=500
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ABSiHTEElBM IN GILA COUNTY HIGH SCHOOLS

: ,  , /  TABLE I I

Trend In  A ttendance in  G ila County High S choo ls.' 
. ' f o r  F ive Year P e rio d  ̂  1945-46 to  1949-50 1

Year Airemge D a ily  
Membership

Average; D a ily  
A ttendance

P ercen t o f  
A ttendance to  

Membership

1945-46 999062 933^93 4 :93o31 ' t

1946 -47 1093o22 1010o63 ■ 92o46

1947-46 1076o03 1 0 2 3 3 2 .94*94

1946-49 ■ 1093017 4 ; 1039*74 ' ' 95 o i l  v" '

1949-50 .■1056066 . ' 1005>70 \ 94*99

lo  D ata ta k e n  from f i l e s  o f  Bureau o f S t a t i s t i c s s S ta te  
. Department o f  Education^ C a p ito l B u ild in g  9 Phoenix 

A rizonao /; ;
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Comparison o f  A ttendance o f  Miami High School W ith O ther 

High Sch o o ls  in  Arizo n a  o f  Com parable E n ro llm e n t: In

o rd e r to  compare Miami$ s a tten d a n ce  problem w ith  o th e r  

A rito h a  High Schools o f  com parable en ro llm e n ts  $ te n  towns s

in c lu d in g  Miamij w e re -se le c te d  from  th e  B ie n n ia l R eports
;; ; ' ::.v;v ::v, 1 ' I' v. . ■ -- . " i . '
o f tiie Superintendent o f  Public In s tr a c t io n 3 fo r  • 1945-50

The:,; towns w ere,:ranked In  th e  o rd e r  o f t h e i r  p e rce n tag e  o f .

average d a i ly  .a ttendance t o  average d a ily , membership fo r

the l a s t  f iv e  y ea rs  as  shown in  T a b le s ' I I I s Vs V Is and

YIIo The p e rce n tag e  o f  average  d a i ly  a tten d a n c e  to  average

d a i ly  membership f o r  a l l  th e  h igh sch o o ls  o f  A rizona was

a lso  l i s t e d  fo r  comparison® Miami?s ran k  in  1945-46 w as'

e ig h th  among the te n  h ig h  s c h o o ls 3 and was io3 p e r  cen t

below th e  s t a t e  average o f  9219 p er c e n t o Miami® s . average

dropped to  90s2 per cen t f o r  th e  y ea r 1946“ 4 7 3 and a lso

dropped in  ran k  to  l a s t  among th e  h igh  sch o o ls  l i s t e d .  •

A rizo n a1 s a v e ra g e -p e rcen tag e  o f  d a i ly  membership ro se  fiv@=

te n th s  o f one p er e e n t 3 which was 3 = 2 p e r  cen t above t h a t

o f  MiamiG ■ " . ' ^ ' :

The p e rcen tag e  o f  a tte n d a n c e  improved c o n s id e ra b ly  fo r

1947“4&9 in c re a s in g  from  900 2 to  94=2 p e r cen t o r  a g a in  o f

4 p e rcen tag e  p o in t S o This was above th e  A rizona average

e ig h t- f e n th s  o f  one p e r  c e n t and p laced  Miami High School

B ien n ia l R eports of th e  S u p e rin ten d en t o f P u b lic  In- 
s t r u c t  io n  ■ fo r  the y ea rs  o f  194 $ -1950, O ffic e  o f  th e  
S u p e r in te n d e n t5, P hoen ix$ A rizo n aa :





PERCENT OF ADA TO ADM FOR TEN CITIES OF ARIZONA 
COMPARABLE IN ENROLLMENT TO MIAMI-, HIGH SCHOOL 

- FOR TEARS 1946 TO 1950

TABLE I I I

_ 1945-1946 -

C i t ie s  Average D a lly  Average D a lly  ' P e rcen t 
.Membership A ttendance ... ,

S a ffo rd !" 293 292 97 0 9
Morendi ■ 219 206 94 oO
Globe 406 382 94o0
Winslow 350 323 93.7
Yuma 716 667 93.1
Douglas 513 478 93.1
B isbee 473 435 9 1 0 9
Miami 420 385 91.6
G lendale 649 593 91.3
P re s c o tt 536 493 9 0 .1

A rizona 215152 ' 19,640 9 2 .9

lo  D ata tak en  from f i l e s  o f  Bureau o f  S t a t i s t i c s 3 S ta te  
. D epartm ent o f  Educationj, C a p ito l B u ild in g , Phoenix s

• ■ ■■ - Arizonao . \ ' V . . -  '
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TABLE /XV

1946-1947
C i t ie s  Average D a ily  Average D a ily  P e rcen t 

v';-'lil0'nto@rsfeip"V' A ttendance

Winslow ,. . 343 334 97.3
S affo rd 323 . - 313 97 o0
Morenoi 259 249 96 o 0
Douglas : 579 ' 549 94-9
luma ; . ; :':v ;t 7G9:o;t:v - 740 ,■ 93,8
Globe •' : 429 . 402 93 06
D re sco tt 610 . 567 92 0 9
G lendale 711 660 92o8
B isbee 512 468 910 5
Miami 495 447 90*2

A risona ' 23,819 21,819 - : 93 ,4
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TABLE V

Cities . Average Daily Average Daily Percent- Members hip '. Attendance
Douglas : 566 '551 V 97,3Winslow 375 363 96.7
Safford ■; '330 318 ■ 9 6
Globe 429 407 95 o0
Moren-ci' 260 247 95,0
Miami . / . 482 ' 454 9.4 0 2
Bisbee : 450 4;:. ■ .422 93=8
Prescott 583 - . 543 . 93 o-2
Yuma 833 769 92=3
Glendale 777 708 . ' 91 o.2
Arizona. : 2 4 ,7 3 2 23,108 • 93 o4
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TABLE VI

C i t ie s Average D aily - Average D aily P ercen t
Membership . A ttendance

Douglas 562 ■ ' 547 97 o 4
Winslow 367 .. 357 97 o 2
S a ffo rd 371 ; : 348 - 96«3
Mo re  lie 1 : ' 274 272 95 o.7
Globe 429 • 409 ■ : 95.3
P re s c o tt . ' 613 ; 581 ■ 94 o 7
Yuma : 887 . 8361/: 94 o 5
Miami . : 495 467 1 i . 94o4
B isbee ' 428 403 ■ 94.2
G lendale 884 810 : 91 .7

A riz ona ' 2 5 , 9 #  : 24,816 95.5
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v . ' • TABLE ¥11

1949-1950 ; ;

C i t ie s  A terage D aily  Average D a ily  P e rcen t
Membership . ' A ttendance. .

D ouglas . , 551 544 98 ,7
Winslow 376 366 97 0 5
Yuma 951 1 919 9606
M orenci 275 263 . 95 o9
S a ffo rd 372 355 95o3
B isbee 418 398 95 0 2
Miami . 472 . 447 94*7
Globe v 411 389 94 06
P re s c o tt 601 566 94® 2
G lendale 936 868 92 08

A ris ona 26,977 25,651 95.1



GHAPTER I I I

THE EFFECT OF ABSENTEEISM ON PUPIL PROGRESS

From, su rveys o f in v e s t ig a t io n s  th e re  has. been no ted  a 

h igh  p o s i t iv e  r e la t io n s h ip  between non-a.ttendanee and slow 

p ro g re s s o: The in v e s t ig a to r s  g e n e ra l ly  reco g n ize  t h a t  such

: a c o n d itio n  does no t n e c e s s a r i ly  Im ply a c a u s e -a n d -e f fe c t  

r e l a t i o n s h ip e Z ie g le r  ?; however, p o in te d  out th a t  poor a t ­

tendance shou ld  be reg a rd ed  a s  a ^danger s ig n a l  o f  a eon- 
• ,  . ■; ' ■ , . 1 : ■■■ i

d i.tio n  to  be in v e s tig a te d ® M O dell reco g n ized  t h a t  a t t e n ­

dance ap p eared  to  be a f a c to r  which a f f e c te d  achievem ent 

. in  sch o o l b u t s t a te d  i t  was 1fno t so w eighty  a f a c to r  as
' v ■ ■ ' 2 - : y : . : • '
many had b e l ie v e d o5f Le L» C l i f to n  found t h a t  p u p ils  of

average in te l l ig e n c e  seemed to  s u f f e r  a lo s s  in  achievem ent 

p ro p o r tio n a te  to  lo s s  o f . time in  s c h o o l: ' p u p ils  of s u p e r io r  

in te l l i g e n c e  who were i r r e g u la r  l o s t  much le s s  in  a c h ie v e ­

ment ; and i r r e g u l a r  p u p ils  of low I  oQ® had much g r e a te r  
'■ ' ' -; ' 3 ' ' : : ' .

l o s s ' i n  achievem ent Q . 1 '  , 1 ;

Edwin Do M a rtin is  s tu d y  re v e a le d  t h a t  th e re  was con­

s id e ra b le  r e la t io n s h ip  between n o n -a tten d an ce  and poor^ o r ■ 

no marks, and th a t  good a tte n d a n ce  favored  good marks in

■lo  G® ¥» Z ie g l e r r “School A ttendance a s  a 'F a c to r  in  School 
P ro g re s s ,,15 C o n tr ib u tio n s  to  E d u ca tio n H o ®  2971’ T ea- - 
c h e r ?;s C o lle g e , 1928s p®

2® Go We OsD e l l«, ??The E f fe c t  o f  A ttendance Upon School
Achievem ent9 !S U n iv e rs ity  o f I l l i n o i s  B u l l e t i n 3 Volume .
20 O ' .. „ • . y "

3 o I s l  Lo C l i f t o n 8 The R e la tio n  o f  A ttendance t o  Achievement 
. . in  School „ M aster s s  T hesis „ U n iv e rs ity  ;o f  C hicago, 19341
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■ v  ■ i : .  ' v - :  : ; v  . : :pm pil p ro g resso

d e ta i l e d  rev ie w  o f the o f f ic e  f i l e  c a rd s  eo n ta in in g  

the sem ester g rad es  fo r  th e  s tu d e n ts  o f Miami High School 

re v e a le d  th a t  a la rg e  p e rcen tag e  o f  th e  f a i l u r e s  were by- 

s tu d e n ts  w ith th e  more fre q u en t a tte n d a n c e  d u rin g  th e  

year®’ Some p u p ils  whose g rad e s  were g e n e ra lly  low were 

found to  have been ab sen t most o f te n  from th o s e  c la s s e s  

in  which th ey  rece iv ed  th e  low est, grades® B e tte r  a t t e n -  

dance in  th e se  c la s s e s  would no doubt have r a i s e d  the  grade 

le v e l  also® . ’ - ^
- - " 3 ■ . ■■■ ‘ ;; ■ v,: ■
C ubberley p o in ts  out t h a t  i r r e g u l a r  a tte n d a n c e  i s  an 

im p o rtan t cause  o f r e ta r d a t io n  and p o s s ib le  u l t im a te  e l im i­

n a tio n  from  schoolo  T h isj he shows, i s  because th e  i r r e g u ­

l a r  p u p il  becomes such a d rag  on th e  c l a s s ,  h im s e lf , and 

h is  teaeh er.o . Also , tru an cy  and ta r d in e s s  a re  bad h a b i ts  

and tend  to  undermine the d is c ip l in e  and m orale o f  a sc h o o l0 

I t  th u s  becomes ev id en t t h a t  c a re fu l  a t t e n t io n  must be g iven  

to  th e  m a tte r  o f a tte n d a n c e  and ab se n te e ism »

Case Study o f  A ttendance and S o h o la rsh ip

D uring th e  in v e s t ig a t io n  of th e  ab sen te e  problem , t h e

1® Edwin' D® M a rtin , ?fSome of the Causes of Non-Attendance 
in  a Ju n io r  High Schoolon School and S o c ie ty , January  

. 24 , 1942, Volume 55, pp.- .112-115. . .

2° Miami High School O ffic e  F ile  C a rd s« O ffic e  o f  th e  
P r in c ip a l ,  Miami , Art zona o . '

3 e .Ellwood P i  C ubberley , The P r ln c ip a l  and H is S ch o o l, 
Houghton M if f l in  Company, C hapter X I I I , p® 247®
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q u e s tio n  o f .i-ifoat e f f e c t  a tten d an ce  3 goodg p o o r8 o r  ch ro n ie  

had upon sc h o la rs h ip  seemed im p o rtan t and re q u ire d  an an­

swer «, From th e  absence lo g  in  th e  p r i n c i p a l ? s o f f i e  e and 

from th e  o f f ic e  f i l e  c a rd s  showing the  sem ester g rad es  of

the  s tu d e n ts  in  q u es tio n ^  a case study was s e t  up in v o lv in g
' - , 1 . 1 - - - 

more th a n  te n  p er cen t o f  th e  s tu d en t bodyh

From th e  absence lo g  a l l  names of s tu d e n ts  who had

m issed th r e e  p e r io d s  or l e s s  were secu red ! Twenty-seven

s tu d e n ts  were found to  have had e i th e r  p e r f e c t  a tten d an ce  s

o r  had m issed on ly  ones two s o r  th re e  p e rio d s  o f  schoo l

during  th e  e n t i r e  y e a r e Seven s tu d e n ts 3 f iv e  g i r l s  and

two boySg were c r e d i te d  w ith: no absences o r p e r io d s  missed*

O f th e  tw en ty -seven  w ith  good a tten d a n ce  ? e lev en  were boys

and ' S ix teen  ; were' g i r l s  * These s tu d e n ts  were s e p a ra te d  by

c l a s s e s ; th r e e  were S e n io r s r  e ig h t were J u n io r s a and f iv e

were from th e  Sophomore c l a s s 0; The rem ainder o f the group

were e lev en  Freshm en» ■. : •

• From th e  absence log  a s im ila r ,  number o f  s tu d e n t s was

s e le c te d  from th o se  who seemed to  have had an abnorm al hum-- ' o - '
h e r  o f ab sen ces= A l ik e  number of each c l a s s  was matched 

w ith  th o se  haying good a tten d a n ce  re c o rd s , and a l i s t i n g  

was made as  in  Table Y II1 fo r  the  purpose of showing th e

1„ Miami H ig h 'School O ffic e  F i l e s  and Grade C a rd s , O ffic e  
o f t h e  P rin c ip a l^ ; Miami,’ A rizona =

Absence lo g  {F i l e s ) o f  Miami High S ch o o l„ O ffic e  o f • 
th e  P r in c ip a l ,  Miami, Arizonan \  : ' •
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r e la t io n s h ip  between e x c e l le n t  • attendance, and good sch o la r~  

s h ip . Using the l e t t e r s  A and B as id e n t i f y in g  symbols; i t  

was found th a t  th e  average  age o f the Af s was 15 ®3 y e a r s ;'

th e  average age fo r  th e  B^s was 15*7 y e a r s e ■
. : ■' " " - I'-' ■■ ■'■ ■ .

From th e  o f f i c e  f i l e  ca rd  th e  s e m e s te r■grad es fo r  , 

th e  y ea r  were averaged  by n u m erica l sequence s a s  1 f o r  an A < 

2 f o r  an A -3 and down t o  10 f o r  a I), 11 f o r  a D=9 and 12 

fo r  f a i lu r e o  ' V---..;' " / 1 • .

Upon comparing the number of absences o f each g roup$ 

many in te r e s t i n g  developm ents were n o te d 0 The 27 s tu d e n ts  . 

o f good a tten d an ce  o b ta in ed  a t o t a l  of 25 p e rm its  and had 

m issed on ly  32 p e r io d s  o f schoo l du ring  th e  year® This 

was an average o f  n in e ^ te n th s  p e rm its  per s tu d e n t f o r  th e  

b e t t e r  a t te n d in g  s tu d e n ts  and .an average o f  1 ,3  p e rio d s  

missedo On th e  o th e r  hand th e  s tu d e n ts  o f low a tte n d a n c e  

o b ta in ed  a - t o t a l  o f  1 3091. absences f o r  th e  y ea r o r an 

average o f 40*4 absences f o r  each o f  th e  27 s tu d e n ts .

These 1 $091 p e rm its  re p re se n te d  4 3859 p e rio d s  o f  schoo l ■' 

m issed, f o r  an average o f 4 ,5  c l a s s  p e r io d s  p e r  absence.

The 27 s tu d e n ts  o f e i t h e r  the  h igh  a tten d a n c e  o r  the 

low a tten d a n ce  group were 5 ,4  p e r c e n t  of th e  s tu d e n ts  

r e g is te r e d  and th e  re s p e c tiv e  t o t a l  p e rce n tag e s  showed th e  

s e r io u s n e s s  o f  th e  a tten d a n c e  problem  among th e  low a t t e n -  

dance g roup . These ch ro n ic  a b se n te e s  accoun ted  f o r  23 p e r

1 o Absence lo g  (F i le s )  of Miami High S ch o o l, O ffic e  o f th e  
■ ■ '' B rine ip a l  M ia m iA r iz o n a »;



/  , : TABLE ¥111 ; v: ,, . ■

GOOD AMD POOR ATTENDANCE AMD ITS RELATION T© PUPIL PROGRESS

Students w ith  High Attendance Students w ith Lew Attendance

Student Permits Periods Semester 
. - .. Average

A°1 7o6

:Student Permits Periods Semester
■ : Average 

B“1 32 148 6*4:
A-2 1 : 3 6 .1 B=2 45 155 7o2
A~3 ■_a.: ■ ■■ ' _3 B»=3 : n o 'hi.

5 ( 06) 7 (1 .4 )  1 8 .4 (6 .1 ) 109(36 . 3) 413(3 08) 18 . 8(6

A-4 1 :; ■■ 1 : 2.8 B-4 50 174 6=5
A-5 ■. O' 0 - 7 .0 B=5 44 274 8 0 4
A=6 ■ 1 1 6 .3 b-6 .32 176 8 .5
A=7 0 . 0 - (  7 .4  / B-7 28 ' 166 8 .4
A-8 . I ;  - - 2 ' , 5 .9 B-8 ' 47 ■ 142: 5=1
A=>9 . 1  V' ' 3 2.5 - B- 9 . • 46 122 9=0
A-10 : 2 - . 2 " 4 .5  ... B-10 32 109 8 .1
A - l l _1 ■■ 1 8 .1 B - l l 42 U 3 7.8

7(o9) 10( 1 . 3 ) 4 4 .5 (5 .6 ) 321(4W. 12768. 98) 61.8(7=

A-12 0 0 7=8 B-12 51 302 11=3
A-13 1 . 1 5=3'. ■ B-13 :27 156 . 8 .3
A-14 1 3 1.8  . - B-1.4. 38 ; n o 3=9
A-15 1 1 6 .0  ' B -l5 31 128 9=8
A“l6 1 1 1 .4 B=l6 J J O 6.2

4(o8) 6(1=2). 22. 3 (4 .5 ) 183^ 6) 39o5(7

A-17' 1 1 1 .8 B-17 31 220 6 .6
A=l8. 2 2 2'p9 B -I8 51 / 174 9=6
A= 19 1 " 1 3=0 B-19 61 233 9=6
A -20 . 0 0 3=2 ■ B“ 20 SI-. 234. 9=5
A -21 0 0 1 .3 B » 2 i: 44 ■ 246 5=6
A-22 1" 3 6 .8 B-22 44 158 8 .8
A-23 0 .0 3=6 B-23 ,26 214. 7=0
A-24 - 1 1 2 .9  " B-24 4? 195 7=1
A -25 2 2 ' 5=1 ' B-25 26 173 6 .9
A -26 1 ■ 1 8 .5  - '■B.-26 . 43 A I 74 9=4
A-27 0 • 

. “9 ( 08)
_0 '. . _ M .  
11(1 =0 ) 43.5 (4 .0 )

B“ 2'7 68
472(42.9)

-223 ; :
234%97) 89. 9(8

T otal 25( p9) 3 20-= 3) 1287.7 (4o8)
o9 Perm its per Student

1*3- Periods per Permit

1091(W  4 8 5 1 4 5 ) 2L0,0.(7o7) 
. 40o4 Permits per- student 

4o5 Periods per ;
• "Permit

(Averages in  Parenthases)

AGE S (average) . ' •• . .
A  ̂ 15 o 3 y e a r s • 

c;3' =*:. 15 o? -Tears

27 Equals .5 o4  ̂ o f A ll  Students
, - 25 Equals' Si  o f A ll  Permits

32 Equals ol^ o f a l l  Periods
1091 Equals 23% of A ll Permits 
4859 Equals 17=7^ o f a l l  Periods
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cen t ©f the  absen ces in  Miami High School- anti 17o7 p e r cen t 

o f a l l  p e r io d s  m issed by a l l  studeiifcs during  th e  year® The 

5e4 p e r cen t o f  h igh  a tten d a n ce  : group were charged  m th

o n ly  one - h a l f  o f  one pe r  c en t o f  a l l  absences 5 and a sm all ~ :

o n e - te n th  of one p e r  ce n t o f  a l l  th e  c l a s s  p e r io d s  m issed».

T his com parison showed t h a t  o n e - tw e n tie th  o f  th e  s tu d e n ts  . ,

c re a te d  an a tte n d a n e e  problem  by causing  a lm ost o n e -fo u rth  

of th e  absences® The Freshmen group w ith low a tte n d a n c e  

had th e  h ig h e s t  average o f  ab sen ces  p e r  s tu d en t~ ~ 4 2 09 p e r -  ■ . 

ffiit&o The Sophomores o f  th e  h igh  a tten d a n ce  group had the  

low est p e r  s tu d e n t ab sen ces s ix - te n th s  o f  one absence®

These Sophomores and Freshmen were o n e - te n th  below th e  h igh  

a tten d a n ce  Juniorsj, which group was h ig h  w ith  n in e - te n th s  

of an absence p e r  s tu d e n t a s  an av e ra g e0 The S en io rs  o f 

the low a tte n d a n c e  s tu d e n ts  averaged  3613 absences j 't h r e e -  

te n th s  b e t t e r  th an  th e  Sophomoresc

By r a t io  o f  p e r io d s  m issed to  number o f  s tu d e n ts  in  

each o f  th e  fo u r  c l a s s  g roups--F reshm an$ Sophomore, Ju n io r  ,: 

and S e n io r - - th e  Freshmen o f t h e  high a tten d a n ce  s tu d e n ts  

were found to  be lowest® T his average o f  one p e r io d  per 

s tu d e n t was fo llo w ed  by the Sophomores, J u n io rs , and Sen- 

i o r s , w ith  grade averages o f  1»2, 1®3, U h  respectively*
At th e  o p p o s ite  ex trem e th e  Freshmen of th e  low a tte n d a n c e  

group a lso  average more p e r io d s  p e r  absence w ith  4®97 p e r io d s  

p e r p e rm it, th e  Ju n io rs  w ith  3®96, and th e  S en io rs  w ith  

316 periods®  . . . > y i  . - ; ■' V;
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The s c h o la s t ic  average f o r  th e  h igh  a tte n d a n c e  s tu d e n t 

of t h i s  s tudy  was k =6 or a Miami High" School mark o f  2- 

(B=)o The s tu d e n ts  o f th e  low a tten d a n ce  group had a 

s c h o la s t ic  average o f  7°7 or s l i g h t ly  above which i s   ̂

one grade p o in t below th e  g rade average o f  th e  h ig h  atten-= 

dance- s tu d en tso  Mone o f  the h igh a tten d a n ce  group were 

©m the  honor r o l l ; o n ly  one o f the  low a tte n d a n c e  students®

. The Freshmen o f  t h i s  study had th e  h ig h e s t  s c h o la s t ic  

average and a lso  th e  lo w e s t, teO  and B02 s a d i f f e re n c e  of 

k«2 o r one an d ■one - h a l f  grade p o in ts  ® The th re e  S en io rs  

had v e r y { l i t t l e  d if fe re n c e  in  t h e i r  s c h o la s t ic  a v e ra g e s8 

6 e l f o r  the  h igh  a t te n d a n c e s and 6»3 fo r  th e  low a tte n d a n ce  

s tu d e n ts  & The Sophomores o f th e  b e t t e r  a tten d a n ce  s tu d e n ts  

had a k = 5 b r  a s h o r t  B= f o r  a grade average and th e  low 

a tten d a n ce  Sophomores had 7=9 or a vC=-; f o r  t h e i r  grade ave- .. 

rage® : The Jun io r's  were d iv id e d  by two= th i r d s  o f  a  g rade 

po in tg  5<>6 and.7»7o .

Table 7111 in d ic a te s  th a t  $ of 8 s tu d e n ts  w ith th e  

l a r g e s t  number o f  p e r io d s  m issed by th e  low a tten d a n ce  

group; a ls o  re c e iv e d  th e  low est g rade  averages® From th e  

o f f ic e  re c o rd s  i t  was n o te d  th a t  among the s tu d e n ts  o f 

t h i s  study  th e re  were two s i s t e r s  o f th e  low a tte n d a n c e  

group who to g e th e r  had 86 absences am ounting to  271 p e r io d s  

T h e ir  g rades were G™ and D f o r  th e  year® A b ro th e r  was 

ab sen t one p e r io d  during  th e  y ea rp  w hile h i s  s i s t e r  was 

ab sen t 51 tim es fo r  a t o t a l  o f 174 periods®  The sem ester 

g rad es o f  th e s e  two s tu d e n ts  d i f f e r e d 'o n ly  tw o--th ird s o f



a grade p o in t a - /

T h ere fo re  i t  was p o s s ib le  to  f in d  a d e f i n i t e  r e l a t i o n ­

sh ip  between good a tten d a n ce  and sc h o la rsh ip  s and a ls o  be­

tween poor a tte n d a n ee  and s c h o la r s h ip e There were ex c ep tio n s  

in  some cases * bu t th e  f  in d in g s  in  g en e ra l would le a d  .one to  

s t a t e  t h a t  good a tte n d a n ce  prom otes b e t t e r  s c h o la rsh ip  and 3 

c o n v e rs e ly ? poor a tten d a n c e  low ers s c h o la r s h ip 6



CHAPTER IV

THE MIAMI HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT

L ocation  anH Type o f Community; The schoo l d i s t r i c t  o f  

Miami i s  lo c a te d  in  E ast= C en tra l A rizona a t  an e le v a t io n

o f  35GO f e e t  among th e  low er s lo p e s  on th e  n o rth  s id e  of
■ ' 1 : ' V ■ •  ̂ ' . 1 : ■’ ' . V • ■; ' ' . . . ,

the  P in a l m oun ta in se Miami i s  fu n d am en ta lly  a copper /

mining town, p o sse ss in g  th r e e  la rg e  copper mines w ith  a

t o t a l  a s se s s e d  v a lu a tio n  o f  over t h i r t y  m il l io n  d o l l a r s »

The p o p u la tio n  o f  the schoo l d i s t r i c t  i s  n e a r ly  e ig h t

thousand  by th e  l a t e s t  census „ S ta te  Highways 60-70 pass

th rough  Miami and th e  Southern  P a c if ic  r a i l r o a d  has i t s

te rm in a l f o r  th e  Bowie Branch in  Miami®
■ '■ . ■ ■ : 3 -  ■ ■■■■■ . ■ :

• Founded O ctober 11 ,. 1909, Miami has developed as 

have most copper m ining towns o f  A rizona, t h r iv in g  and 

b u ild in g  in  t im e s  of p ro s p e r i ty  and high m etal p r ic e s  and 

th e n , as  might be expected , ebbing d u rin g  tim es  o f d e p re s ­

s io n  and mining in a c tiv ity ®  .

• As has been t r u e  o f  o th e r  towns where m ining i s  th e  . 

main o cc u p a tio n , th e  people in  Miami have been a t r a n s i e n t  

l o t , a lth o u g h  many an o ld  t im e r  can t e l l  you t h a t  he was

1 0 Miami High School Green Book, School T ear o f  1950-51o

2 e Annual R eport o f t  he Miami Copper Company and th e
I n s p i r a t io n  C o n so lid a ted  Copper Company fo r  th e  y ea r 
ending December 31 $, 1949°

3 o • Arlz ona S i lv e r  B e lt „ October 9 , 1909
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here b efo re  th e  to w n s!te  .was b u i l t  =, A c ro s s  s e c t io n  o f th e  

p o p u la tio n  reT ea ls  m n y  le v e ls  o f income and. e d u c a tio n 9 and 

many m t io n a l i t i e S g  w ith  a l i t t l e  more than  i t s  sh a re  o f  

broken homes/  mi%ed m arriages^  bew ildered  c h i ld r e n  and sim i=

. l a r  t r a g e d ie s  brought oh by d if f e r e n e e s  in  th e  s ta n d a rd s  

o f  l iv in g s  I t  i s  to  be expected  th a t  w ith th e  new c o n f i - . 

■dence which the  people , have in  th e  s tre n g th  and .the fu tu re  

. o f ,  t h e i r  c i t y  some o f t  he a bo ve =me n t  ione d t r a g e d ie s  may be 

eraseds lew  homes a re  being b u i l t  o f m a te r ia ls  th a t  a re  

perm anen t3 People a re  now s e t t l i n g  t h i s  a re a  f o r  reaso n s 

o th e r  th an  th e  copper mining y thus the  boys and g i r l s  o f  

Miami in  th e  f u tu r e  w i l l  have a f e e l in g  o f permanence which 

th o se  l iv in g  th e re  now. are. f a r  f ro m 'fe e lin g s  The ??here to d ay  

and gone tomorrow?8 a t t i t u d e  o f  our h igh  sch o o l youngsters 

has a g r e a t  d e a l t o  do w ith  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  in  sch o o l a t t e n ­

dance and. even sch o o lin g  as a  w hole, "

O rg a n isa tio n  and Program

D e p a r tm e n ta liz a tio n : Miami H i^ i School became a member.of.

th e  North C en tra l A sso c ia tio n  o f  C o lleges and Secondary
t  ; ;  ; :. t  , l  "■ : ; ■ ■ - w • : :■ - I

Schools in  1919 and has m a in ta in ed  membership c o n tin u o u s ly

s in ce  th a t  t lm e e Thus th e  o rg a n is a t io n  i s  com parable to

o th e r  sc h o o ls  in  A risona in  o rg a n iz a t io n  and standards®

i  1® The Green Book, Miami High School y e a r-b o o k 2 y ea rs



The p r in c ip a l  o f t  he High School s u p e rv is e s  She a c t i v i t i e s  

o f  th e  te a c h e rs  and s tu d e n ts ,  as  w e ll as a l l  o th e r  p e rso n n e l 

. under h is  d ir e c t io n ^  He r e p o r ts  d i r e c t l y  to the  su p e rin ­

te n d e n t a s  do a l l  p r in c ip a ls  in  t h i s  sc h o o l sy stem 0

Miami High School employs a s t a f f  o f  n in e te e n  te a c h e rs
■ V. ... \  .:v;-v ;v  p V  . ; ■■

fo r  in s t r u c t io n  o f  pupils@ The p r in c ip a l i s  s e c r e ta ry  i s  

employed a s  a f u l l  tim e c l e r i c a l  a id  and has no te ach in g

dut ieso  .. ' : : '

P re se n t Course o f  Study a t  Miami High S ch o o l:,

The Miami High School o f f e r s  th e  stu d en t a ch o ice  o f
" .. ■■■' ■ ' , : • . : ' ‘ ■■ ■ 2. ■ ' 
s ix  r a th e r  d e f in i t e  o u t l in e s  o f  s tu d y \ They a re :

. lo  C ollege P rep ara to ry o  ( P r o fe s s io n a l , L ib e ra l  A rts ,

S c ien ces , e t c / )  For g ra d u a tio n : 12 re q u ire d  u n i t s  and A

e le c t iv e  u n itsb

2„ . Generalb (High sch o o l diplom a o f g ra d u a t io n e

N on-college p r e p a r a t io n E) F o r g ra d u a tio n : S re q u ire d

u n i t s  and 8 e l e c t iv e  units®  .•

3o S c ie n t i f i c  o (P ro fe s s io n a l , n u rs in g , e n g in e e r in g ,

m edicine, d e n t i s t r y , e tC o) For g ra d u a t io n : 14 re q u ire d

u n i t s  and 2 e le c t iv e  u n i t s  o .

41 Law and government o (C o llege p re p a ra to ry  in  law,

h i s t o r y , p o l i t i c a l  s c ie n c e , economics^ government s e rv ic e ,

e tc> ) For g ra d u a tio n : 12 re q u ire d  u n i ts  and 4 e le c t iv e

. ■ units-♦. . - ■ ■ • ... - ■ :

lo  I b i d o 

2® Ib id  o
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5 e V ocationalo  (T rades, home==making8 n o n -c o lle g e 0) 

For g ra d u a tio n t 12 re q u ire d  u n i t s  and 4 e le c t iv e  u n i ts  0 

6 . Commerce and b u sin ess?  (Non-colleges, v o c a tio n a l 

t r a in in g  f o r  b u s in e ss  employment,,) For g ra d u a tio n : 13

re q u ire d  u n its :  and 3 e le c t iv e  u n i t s 0 :

D e ta ile d  o rg a n iz a tio n  of t h i s  o u tl in e  i s  o m itted  here  

s in c e  tim e o r space does no t p e rm it ,  b u t th e  s e le c t io n  and 

p lann ing  of each  s tu d e n t1s cou rse  o f s tudy  in  d e t a i l  is . 

done th ro u g h  c o -o p e ra tio n  o f p a r e n t s , p r i n c i p a l 8 and s tu ­

den t o Guidance co n fe ren ces  are  a v e ry  n e c e ssa ry  p a r t  of . 

t h i s  p a r t  o f  th e  Miami High School s tu d e n t9 s schoolingo  

Guidance in  Miami High S ch o o l; Ho s p e c ia l  employee i s  

used  as  a gu idance c o u n se lo r  o r  d i r e c to r  and no s p e c ia l  

gu idance program i s  c a r r ie d  out 3 b u t such d u t ie s  a s  occur 

a re  g iven  to  th e  in d iv id u a l  te a c h e r s ,  each te a c h e r  being  

encouraged to  a id  and a s s i s t  the  p u p ils  as a group o r in -  

d iv  id u a lly o  S tu d en ts  a re  a s s ig n e d  Home Rooms and a  home 

room' te a c h e r  who a c ts  i s ;  an a d v is o r0 Any a c tu a l  s tu d e n t 

guidance, which i s  done in  Miami High School i s  done in  > 

th e s e  home room s e s s io n s 3 w h ile  th e  p r in c ip a l  d i r e c t s  any 

in fo rm a tio n  which may se rv e  a s  gu idance to  th e  p u p il  over 

th e  in te r-co m m u n ica tio n  system® A c a r e fu l ly  worked ou t 

guidance program would prove o f imm easurable value if . 

s t a r t e d  w ith  th e  s tu d e n ts  no l a t e r  than  th e  Ju n io r  High 

School y e a rs  and c a r r ie d  c a r e f u l ly  th ro u g h  th e  secondary  

'SChOOl e > ’ \  ■ ' . : ;
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ABSENTEEISM IN MIAMI HIGH SCHOOL ..

-■ D ata Used in  S tudy

Adm ittance ' S l i p s : The s tu d e n t s of Miami High. School

a re  required,, upon re tu rn in g  to  schoo l fo llo w in g  an ab ­

sence j, to  r e p o r t  t o  th e  p r in c ip a l i s  o f f i c e  to  secu re  a 

c la s s  adm ittance  p e m ito  Upon t h i s  perm it s l i p  th e  s t u ­

d en t s t a t e s  th e  re a so n  f o r  being  a b s e n t , th e  d a te  o f  ab­

sence s and th e  number o f p e r io d s  m issed, a f t e r  which h is  . 

'o r  h e r  s ig n a tu re  i s  a p p l ie d = I f  a no te  from th e  p a re n ts  

i s  b rought o r  re q u ire d  by th e  office, t h i s  i s  a t ta c h e d  tg  

th e  o r ig in a l  so th e  te a c h e rs  may read  i t  i f  th e y  so d e s i r e » 

The adm ittance  s l i p . i s  s ig n ed  excused o r  unexcused by th e  

p r in c ip a l  o r  h i s  r e p re s e n ta t iv e   ̂ th en  stamped w ith  th e  o f ­

f i c e  tirae c lo ck > The o f f ic e  r e t a i n s  th e  ye llo w  d u p lic a te  

’ s l i p 5 which i s  f i l e d  f o r  fu tu re  reference®  Each day?s 

s l i p s  a re  p laced  in  d a ted  envelopes® - •

Method o f  O btain ing  D ata

The s tu d e n t p re s e n ts  th e  o r ig in a l  adm ittance, s l i p  to  

th e  te a c h e r  o f  each c l a s s  missed® The te a c h e r  may s ig n  th e  

adm it s l i p  excused o r unexcused a t  h i s . o r  h e r d isc re tio n ®  

The l a s t  te a c h e r  t o  s ig n  th e  o r ig in a l  perm it g e n e ra lly  

keeps th e  s l ip  and r e tu r n s  i t  to  th e  p r in c ip a l i s  o ffice®  

These o r ig in a l  s l i p s  a r e  then  f i l e d  w ith  th e  duplicates®

These ad m ittan ce  s l i p s ,  o r  p e rm its  j, form th e  b a s is
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from which t h i s  s tudy  was made« In  o rd e r  to  c l a s s i f y  th e  

s tu d e n ts  p r io r  to  ta b u la t io n  o f  th e  m a te r ia l? a copy o f  

th e  o f f ic e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  ca rd s  was made f o r  each s tu d e n t 

r e g is te r e d  d u rin g  th e  1949-1950 schoo l y e a r 0 From each 

r e g i s t r a t i o n  c a rd  i t  was p o ss ib le  to  o b ta in  d a ta  p e r ta in ­

ing to  s e x 9 ages c la s s  in  h igh  sc h o o l; d a te  o f  b i r t h ,  pa-
'■ r ■ ■ i  "V - : " ' 1 ■ '
r e n t 5s name j b i r t h  p l a c e n a t i o n a l i t y  and occupation^,

T his in fo rm atio n  was used  to  se g re g a te  th e  s tu d e n ts  in to  

age g ro u p s$ sex g ro u p s3 c l a s s e s 8 and e i th e r  E n g lish  o r  

S pan ish  o r ig in o . ' h ’ -h . -■

An a lp h a b e t ic a l  l i s t  was n e x t made o f a l l  th e  boys 

showing age and g ra d e ; th e n  a n o th e r  . was made f o r  th e  g i r l s ^  

each to  be used  f o r  re fe re n c e  when ta b u la t in g  th e  inform a­

t io n  g iven  on each 81 a dm i t ” s l i p 0 The envelopes o f  !! adm it”
.. . -  ' ' - ■ . . ■ : . 2
s l i p s  were s o r te d  and were l a i d  ou t c h ro n o lo g ic a l ly 0 Each

o f  th e s e  in  tu rn  was in sp e c te d  and the  ^adm it58 s l i p s  so 

se p a ra te d  t h a t  on ly  th e  s l i p s  f o r  the one d a te  were con­

ta in e d  in  each d a ted  en v e lo p e«

The nad m itn s l i p s  were: ag a in  s o r te d s th e  o r ig in a l s  

and th e \ d u p lic a te s  being matched a s 'n e a r ly  a s  p o s s ib le a . 

This p ro ced u re  was n e c e ssa ry  in  o rd e r  to  g iv e  th e  s e v e ra l ; 

hundred d u p lic a te  s l i p s  th e  same reaso n s  t h a t  were co n ta in ed  

in  th e  n o te s  which rem ained a tta c h e d  to  th e  o r ig in a l  s l i p s <>

Is  R e g is tr a t io n  ca rd s  f o r  th e  y ea r 1949=1950o O ffic e  f i l e s  
of th e  P r in c ip a l  o f  Miami High S ch o o l« •

2 0 Ib ido
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•In .-ad d itio n  each d a y ’s p e rm its  were s e p a ra te d  in to  groups 

o f boys and g i r l s  td  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e i r  use l a t e r 0-

Treatm ent o f D ata '

Forms Used: T abu la ted  form s were th en  d e v is e d .to

t r e a t  b e s t th e  m a te r ia l  in  o rd e r  to  summarize th e  inform a­

t io n  co n ta in ed  in  4700 ad m ittan ce  s l i p s  o b ta in e d  by th e  

s tu d e n ts  o f  Miami High School d u rin g  th e  year. B efore 

each day’ s s l i p s  were ta b u la te d  th e y  were s o r te d  in to  e ig h t 

groups o f boys and e ig h t groups o f  g i r l s ;  th e s e  groups 

being  one each f o r  S e n io rs , J u n io r s ,  Sophomores, and F resh ­

men boys o f  E n g lish  o r ig in ,  boys o f  Spanish  o r ig in ,  and 

th e  same f o r  th e  g i r l s *

Each s l i p ’s in fo rm a tio n  was l i s t e d  on i t s  re s p e c tiv e

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  sh e e t by age, grade,, reaso n  f o r  b e in g  ab-
. . ■ t;;: ' i  i"  : ' ' v - - -1  .

s e n t a n d  th e  number o f  p e r io d s  riiissed w hile ab sen t = The

s l i p s  o f  each day were ta b u la te d  oh a s in g le  l in e  o f  t h e i r  

r e s p e c t iv e  s h e e t ,  each sh ee t co n ta in in g  th o se  o f  one c a le n ­

d a r montho T herefo re  n in e  c a le n d a r  months, e ig h t  groups o f 

b o y s , and e ig h t  o f  g i r l s  accounted  f o r  144 ta b u la te d  sh ee tso  

Each of the  ta b u la te d  sh e e ts  was t o t a l e d ,  g iv in g  f o r  each 

column th e  . number o f  c l a s s  ’’adm it" s l i p s  f o r  each ' age group 

Is su e d  d u rin g  t h a t  m onth, th e  number is su e d  f o r  each reaso n  

f o r  absence and th e  t o t a l  number o f  p e r io d s  m issed d u rin g  

the  months

l-o A dm ittance S lip s  and E nvelopes from Miami High S choo l, 
Year o f 1949-1950, 4
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The t o t a l  number o f  adm it p e rm its  o f  each  month fo r  

each c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  was l i s t e d  on a summary sh e e t to  g ive 

the y e a r ly  t o t a l  f o r  each g ro u p a There a re  s ix te e n  o f  th e s e  

summary s h e e ts ,  four- o f  which a re  re p re s e n te d  by T ab les 

'XX j, X g" X I 3 and 11110 \  ;

At t h i s  p o in t th e  number of boys and g i r l s  f o r  each 

age group in  each g rad e  were determ ined  from  th e  co p ie s  o f  

th e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  c a rd s <> Also the p e rcen tag e  o f  each number 

i n . r e l a t i o n  to  th e  t o t a l  number was fig u red o  . For exam ple, 

3116 p e r c e n t o f  the  S en io r g i r l s  were 16 y ea rs  o f age; o r ,  

46 p e r  c e n t o f  a l l  boys in  Miami High School d u rin g  th e  y e a r  

were o f  Spanish o r ig in o

The t o t a l s  o f  th e  summary s h e e ts  f o r  the tw o main 

groups o f  boys, th o se  o f  E n g lish  o r ig in  and Span ish  o r ig in ,  

and th o se  grouped s im i la r ly  fo r  the g i r l s ,  combined to  g ive 

a new summary, by m onths, a s  shown on T ab les X and X I0 On 

th e  summary sh e e ts  for. th e  year the  p e rce n tag e  o f  excuses 

o b ta in ed  by each age group and by. each grade group were de-  

term inedo Also th e  p e rce n tag e s  fo r  the p e r io d s  m issed in  

r e l a t i o n  to  th e  t o t a l  number f o r  boys and fo r  g i r l s  were 

c a lc u la te d ^  '■ -

A summary s h e e t  by months f o r  th e ; y ea r  ( in c lu d in g  th e  

r e l a t iv e  p e rc e n ta g e s )  was made f o r  a l l  boys and f o r  a l l  

g i r l s  in  schoolo See Table IX « These summaries f o r  boys 

and f o r  g i r l s  were combined in to  a  com plete summary f o r

lo  Miami High School F i le s  o f  A ttendance , y e a r  1949™50» -
- O ffic e  of. th e  P r in c ip a l ,  Miami High Schoolo. -
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th e  y e a r? P e rcen tag es  f o r  each month and f o r  each column 

o f th e  age and g rad e  g roups were c a lc u la te d » The t o t a l s  

f o r  the. e n t i r e  y ea r were f ig u re d  fo r  a l l  colum ns^ in c lu d in g  

th e  p e r io d s  missedo

In  ta b u la t in g  th e  reaso n  fo r  absen ces i t  was n ecessa ry  

fo r  c l a r i t y  and b re v i ty  to  l im i t  the  number o f  columns*

This was done by com bining some o f  th e  r e la te d  reasons...
The in d iv id u a l number o f  re a so n s  would have numbered over 

one hundred3, .much to o  unw ieldy a l i s t  fo r  th e  ta b u la t io n  

sheet® See Table IX»

S ick n ess  and i l l h e s s  were o f te n  used  synonymously by 

s tu d e n ts  3 and such excuses as 1?a stomach ach e i$ were l i s t e d  

in  the  column headed s ick n ess^  w hile  a more s e r io u s  d is e a s e  

was l i s t e d  as an illn ess®  G ir in s  absences were more o f te n  

l i s t e d  un d er s ic k n e ss  r a th e r  th a n  i l l n e s s s b u t i f  p e rso n a l 

reaso n s  were given bn  th e  excuse th e n  th ey  Were l i s t e d  as 

such®

Any reaso n  th a t  was co n fin ed  to  the; head, such as e a r ­

ache % nose b le e d , o r  ach ing  eyes-w as l i s t e d  under headache® 

Many excuses were te ra e d  a c c id e n ts  s in ce  they  could be 

t r a c e d  to  u n ex p e c te d .c irc u m sta n c e s<, R e p re se n ta tiv e  o f  t h i s  

type were sp ra in sg  broken bones, and to rn  c lo th in g o  •

The column headed i ’A ppointm ents^^-See Table IX‘- - in c lu ­

ded th o s e  excuses l i s t e d  as m edical d o c to r s „ d e n t i s t s  

fu tu re  em ployers and the d isp en sa ry  s ta ff®  -

The hous ehold ch o res  column in c lu d ed  every  excuse " in  

any connected  w ith  h e lp in g  a t  home® R e p re se n ta tiv e  o f  th e se
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ch o res  were nbaby s i t t i n g  3n : f ix in g  w ate r p ip e s , 1,1 and 

”running errands® t? /

Absences because o f work had to  be l i s t e d  under two 

s e p a ra te  headings® S e v e ra l boys' worked reg u la rly "  on F r i ­

days and had o b ta in e d  work p e rm its  in  advance e n a b lin g  them 

to  rem ain away from c la s s e s  on th o se  days p ro v id ed  t h e i r  

c la s s  work was k ep t up® O ther c h ild re n  sim ply s ta y ed  out 

in d is c r im in a te ly  whenever th e  o cc as io n  a ro se  en ab lin g  them 

to  o b ta in  some spend ing  money f o r  a few h o u rs f w ork»

The column headed ’̂p e rso n a l b u s in e s s ” in c lu d e d  th e  

most b ra se n  o f  a l l 'r e a s o n s  f o r  c la s s .a b s e n c e s ; such item s 

as "p e rso n a l r e a s o n s ,” "b u s in ess  down to w n ,” "shopping” 

o r  s l i g h t  v a r ia t io n s  were in c lu d ed  hereo

M isce llan eo u s rea so n s  which d id  no t seem to  f i t  under 

any of th e  s p e c ia l  columns were sim ply  l i s t e d  a s  " o th e r  

reaso n s o ” ' . .. ■- ' - . . •

S t a t i s t i c a l  Summary

In  a s t a t i s t i c a l  summary of a l l  49^ s tu d e n ts  r e g i s ­

te r e d  in  Miami High School d u rin g  th e  y ea r, th e r e  were 240 

boys and 25$ g irls®  Of th e s e ,  15$ were Freshm en, 130 were 

Sophomores, 115 were J u n io r s , and 96 were Seniors®

Admission p e rm its  were t a b u la t e d  fo r  174 days® I t  

was found t h a t  43.696 excuses o r  p e rm its  were issued®  The 

27 ,441 p e r io d s  ■ mi seed, re p re se n te d  by th e s e  p e r a i t s  eq u a ls  

4%377 schoo l days attendance®  . - "

The av erag e  number of" p e rm its  p e r  day was 26®994 

This means an average o f  5 °4 p e r cen t o f  th e  s tu d e n ts  r e -
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ce iv ed  absence or !?adm it5* s l i p s  each dayo The p e rm its  v 

taken  from  th e  o f f ic e  averaged  X57®71 p e r io d s  p e r  day o r 

5®d4 p e r io d s  p er excuse is s u e d , (See Table IX ,)

A su rvey  o f  the ag es  o f  p u p ils  re v e a le d  t h a t  anyone 

o f th e  age g roups o r  th e  c l a s s  g roups d id  not vary more 

th a n  2o4 per cen t-= S ee Table IX-^between th e  p e rce n tag e  

o f  each c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and. th e  p e rce n tag e  o f  p e rm its  i s ­

sued . This was a l s o  tru e  o f  th e  p e rce n tag e s  f o r  th e  

- grades, o f ,p u p ils .:





The summary" seems to  in d ic a te  th a t  any. problem o f  \ 

ab sen tee ism  was m ifo ra lly , d . is t r ib u te d  among a l l  ages, o f 

s tu d e n ts  and a l l  g rad es  c la s s if ie d ®  Some of th e  p e r ­

cen tag es  v a r ie d  w ith in  each column from month to  month •

d u rin g  th e  y e a r , on ly  a few changing more th a n  4 o r  5

p e r  cent® • ' ,

Table IX a ls o  r e v e a ls  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  number o f  

perm it s is s u e d  in c re a se d  from  month to  month d u rin g  th e  

school year® R e fe rr in g  to  th e  ex cu ses  r e la t in g  to  s i c k ­

ness i t  may be concluded  th a t  th e  p u p i l s ? h e a lth  r e s e r v e s $ 

b u i l t  up d u rin g  v a c a t io n $ -were g ra d u a l ly  d ra in e d  and more 

i l l n e s s  r e s u l te d  during  l a t e r  months o f  school® I t  i s  

s ig n i f ic a n t  to  no te  a lso  th a t  unexcused ab sen ces d ecreased  

in  number o r  p e rcen tag e  o f p e rm its  each  month d u rin g  th e  

year® v - .

There were 1319 p e rm its  o b ta in ed  f o r  reaso n s o f  s ic k ­

n ess  5, o r ' 28-el p e r  c e n t o f  a l l  permits® The 792 p e rm its  . 

f o r  i l ln e s s ^  o r  16®9 p er c e n t;  p lu s  th o se  found f o r  co ld  

and. headaches made th e  t o t a l  o f '.2,496., o r  53®2 p e r  cen t ®

A ll th e s e  p e rm its  were f o r  reasons o f  i l l  h e a l th  o f th e  ^

students®  Added to  th e s e  reaso n s  were th o se  o b ta in ed  fo r  

such excuses a s  " p a r t  o f  fam ily  ill ,? *  "saw th e  d o c to r ,"

"had an ap p o in tm e n t,"  and "went to  th e  dispensary® ." These , 

accoun ted  f o r  a t o t a l  o f  3 ,062 p erm its  o r  65®2 per cen t, o f  

a l l  p e rm its  f o r  i l l n e s s  o r  m edical reasons® T his le a v e s  

34*6 p e r  c e n t to  be d i s t r ib u t e d  among th e  o th e r  re a s o n s  g iv en  

by the  s tu d e n ts  ® Absence f o r  household ch o res  and w orking 

made up 13®2 p e r  c e n t of the  rem ain ing  excuses®
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CHAPTER ? I

HEALTH AS A FACTOR I I  NON-ATTENDANCE

• Numerous in v e s t ig a to r s  have r e p o r te d  c o n s i s t e n t l y

th a t  i l l n e s s  of th e  c h i ld  i s  " th e  most p o te n t  s in g l e  
- 1 . 

ca u se19 o f  nonattendance  a t  school o .A review  o f  t h i s

problem o f  h e a l th  a s  a f a c t o r  in  nonattendance  f i n d s  a

la rg e  number o f  in v e s t l 'g a to r s  co n c u rr in g  w ith  t h e  above

re p o r t  V- : ' : . : ; . -'
' '" ' ' : ' 2 ■. ■■ _ ' . " v . . . •

Van Loan and W illiam s found in  t h e i r  s tu d y  th a t  th e  

l a r g e s t  number o f  ab sen ces was caused by i l l n e s s 0 T h is 

was a ls o  t r u e ,o f  Miami High S chool s tu d e n ts :, s in c e  53 p er 

cen t o f i l l  p e rm its ’ were is s u e d  .fo r  re a so n s  o f  i l l n e s s  o r  

r e l a t e d  reasenis-' such a s  stom ach-ache , co ld  3 and headache.

In  what way does i l l  h e a l th  o p e ra te  a s  a f a c t o r  a g a in s t  

attendance?. The p h y s ic a l  c o n d i t io n  o f  th e  s tu d e n t  'g r e a t ly  

e f f e c t s  h i s  le a r n in g  a b i l i t y  and th o s e  a c t i v i t i e s  n e c e ssa ry  

to  th e  modem e d u c a t io n a l  p ro cess .  A s tu d e n t  w i th  f e v e r ,  

c h i l l s , o r  in  a s t a t e  o f  e x h a u s t io n 3 r e c e iv e s  l i t t l e ,  i f  

any, b e n e f i t  from  classroom  a e t i v i t i e s .  There i s  danger 

no t only  to  the s tu d e n t  h im s e lf ,  b u t a lso  t o  h is  companions 

o r a s s o c ia t e s  th ro u g h  co n tag io n  and i n f e c t i o n . .

The f a c t o r  o f  i l l n e s s  in  absen teeism  p lay s  an im portan t

I .  A rc h  0® Heck, "School A tten d an cesn Review o f E d u c a tio n a l 
R esearch , "Vblo 3? pp® 186=93. T ea r 1933=.

2 0 Van Loan and W illiam s, Ju n io r  High School B u l l e t i n  ̂
1940=419 Van P o r t ,  Oregon, "R e la tio n  o f  Absences to  
I l l n e s s . "  :
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r o le  in  determ in ing  the amount o f  nonattendance  by s tu d e n ts
1

Van Loan and W illiam s re p o r te d  in  t h e i r  s tu d y  t h a t  $4 p e r  

cen t o f  absences were r e l a t e d  to  illn e ss®  In  th e  in v e s t i - .  

g a tio n  o f  ab sen tee ism  in  Miami High S ch o o l9 th e  ta b u la t io n s  

re v e a le d  t h a t  53°2 p e r c en t o f  th e  p e rm its  were is su e d  f o r  

r e la te d  i l l n e s s e s  o f  th e  s tu d e n ts j 3®5 p e r  c e n t f o r  i l l n e s s  

in  th e  fam ily  and a t o t a l  o f  65»2' p e r  cen t f o r  i l l n e s s  o r  

m edical t r e a t im n t ®

; In  th e ' tre a tm e n t of th e  d a ta  from  th e  p e rm it s l i p s  p 

no aftem pt. was'fflade to  check th e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  th e  no te . 

o r  reaso n  g iven  by th e  s tu d e n t o r  p a re n t f o r  th e  absence 

o f  the; s tu d e n t <? I f  a s tu d e n t b rought a n o te  s ta t in g  "111= : 

n e s s o r  "needed a t  home" a s  th e  excuse s th e  a u th e n t ic i ty  

o f th e  excuse was no t o f te n  contested®  No in d iv id u a l  cases ' 

were in v e s t ig a te d  f o r  any p roof o f  r e l i a b i l i t y  f o r  t h i s  

StU dy 0 ' ; • ' ' ; ’ . • ; :

The summary o f  a l l  s tu d e n ts  re v e a ls  t h a t  1319 o r  26®1 

p e r  cen t o f  th e  c l a s s  p e rm its  o b ta in ed  were f o r  s ic k n e s s :

692 o r  16 0.9 p e r  c e n t were fo r  i l l n e s s : 43 p er c e n t we re  f  o r  

co ld s  and 3®5 p e r  c e n t f o r  headaches® M edical c a re  made- 

up £h-5 p e r c e n t o f  a l l  permits® This f ig u r e  may be above 

th a t  o f  some o th e r  sch o o ls   ̂ s in c  e the Copper Companies in  

Miami- m a in ta in  a h o s p i ta l  and d o c to rs  who c a re  f o r  a l l  em­

p lo y ees and t h e i r  fam ilies®

The boys were a b sen t from sch o o l 1036 tim es  o r  22 p e r

I® Van Loan and W illiam s, Ju n io r  High School B u l l e t i n , 
"F in d in g s in  A b sen ces," Van. P o r t4 Oregon<, 1940-41«



c e n t of a l l  ab sen ces f o r  illn ess®  G ir ls  o b ta in ed  1460 

p e rm its  f o r  reaso n s o f  i l ln e s s g  o r  31 per cent o f  a l l  

permits® This d i f f e re n c e  o f  9 per c en t i s  enough to  indi«= 

ca te  th a t  g i r l s  a re  more in c l in e d  to  be ou t o f  schoo l fo r  

reasons o f i l l n e s s  th a n  a re  boys® The ev id en ce  in  th e  

^adm it" perm it s l ip s  showed t h a t  th e  g i r l s  were a l s o  ab­

sen t fo r  lo n g e r p e r io d s  o f  tim e f o r  each absence o f  i l l -  
. ' ■ ■ . 1 .

n ess  th a n  were th e  boys ®

. : Approaching th e  h e a lth  f a c to r  from th e  r a c i a l  a n g le ,

i t  was found  t h a t  th e  S pan ish -speak ing : s tu d e n ts  9 numbering 

33o5 per cen t o f a l l  s tu d e n ts ? secu red  915 p e rm its  f o r  

• reasons o f  : i l l n e s s  o r  a p e rce n tag e  o f  47=£> p e r  c e n t of a l l  

p e rm its  o f  t h i s  type® This is  14 p e r cen t more than  th e  

average o f the s tu d e n t body? a s u f f i c i e n t  d i f f e r e n c e  to  

s t a t e 9 w ith  some r e s e r v e 9 t h a t  th e  S p an ish -sp eak in g  p u p ils  

a re  more a f f e e te d  by h e a lth  c o n d itio n s  th an  a re  o th e r  s t u -  . , 

dent S o ■ The summaries re  v e a l t h a t  ' t h e  season o f  the  year 

had l i t t l e  o r  no e f f e c t  upon th e  number o f  rea so n s  f o r  i l l ­

n e ss  u sed  in  th e  c l a s s  permits® Table X II in d ic a te s  th a t  

th e  month o f  January  showed an in c re a se  o f  n e a r ly  5 p e r  cen t 

over th e  p rev io u s  month o f  December5 and s t i l l  more over 

February® This f a c t  shows w in te r months and co ld  w eather 

a f fo rd  no more d isa d v an ta g e  to  sc h o o l a tten d a n ce  f o r  causes 

o f  i l l n e s s  th an  does any o th e r  month®

I® Miami High School O ff ice  F i l e s ,  A ttendance Records®
O ffice  of. th e  P r in c ip a ip M ia m ig  A rizona«, . -
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The month o f  May^ with. 318 p e rm its  o b ta in ed  f o r  i l l -  

n e s s s o r  58«,1 p e r  c e n t o f  th e  p e rm its  i s s u e d 3 was h igh  

in  absences f o r  th e  sch o o l yearo

Table XII. a ls o  r e v e a ls  a s te ad y  in c re a s e  in  th e  p e r ­

cen tag e  o f p e rm its  f o r  ^ il ln e s s /®  e s p e c ia l ly  d u rin g  th e  

l a s t  fo u r  months o f th e  schoo l y e a r „ This was n o t t r u e  o f  

the .f i r s t  months :o f  th e  y e a r3 where th e  p e rc e n ta g e s  o f  

p e rm its  f o r  i l l n e s s  rem ained reaso n ab ly  c o n s ta n te

/ Mo a ttem p t was made to  se g re g a te  th e  amounts o f  i l l ­

n ess  as  reaso n  f o r  absences and i t s  r e la t io n  to  th e  r e s ­

p e c tiv e  age groups o f  boys o r  g i r l  So From th e  e a r l i e r  

ta b u la t io n  sh e e ts  and summaries „ th e re  seemed l i t t l e  v a r i ­

a t io n  among th e  ag es of s tu d e n ts  to  in d ic a te  t h a t  one age 

group o f  e i t h e r  sex was a b se n t more o f te n  th a n  any o th e r  

group* . : ; . . ; - '



TABLE III

admittance permits for illn ess  b i  months

Month Number o f  . .P ercen t o f
V ■ ; , - .. P e rm its , ' P e rm its

; September . LSI 47ol

O ctober ■v  259 5209

Norember: : " 257 52^9

December 177 51*5

Jan u ary  3 0 ? ' 56*2

F ebruary  284 • 50 .7

: March 369 52 .0

A p ril  344 54.6

May : 318 58 .1  -

TOTAL 2,496 53.2



CHAPTER V II

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC BACKGROOTD l a  A FACTOR IH
. NON-ATTENDANCE .

In  h is  rev iew  o f r e s e a rc h  d e a lin g  w ith  sch o o l a t t e n -  
/  ' .1 . 1 ■ . 

dance in  1936j, Heck d isc e rn e d  a change in  a t t i t u d e  w ith

re s p e c t to  what seemed to  be th e  c h ie f  cause o f  n o n a tte n -  

dancee In  c o n tr a s t  to  e a r l i e r  s tu d ie s s more re c e n t ones 

te n d  t o , em phasize th e  s ig n i f i c a n t  f a c to r  of b ig  s o c ia l  ' 

problem s a s  c a u se s  o f  nonattendance  r a th e r  th a n  such spe­

c i f i c s  as  ; i l l n e s s w o r k *  and th e  lik eo  P a re n ta l  n eg lec t.

. pr home c o n d itio n s  re c u r  as c a u se s  in  more re c e n t i n v e s t i ­

g a tio n s  «, I t  was p o in te d  ou t by  Heck t h a t  causes such as 

p a re n ta l  n eg lig en ce  or in d if fe re n c e ^  p a r e n ta l  s tu p id i ty  o r 

ignorance^ the  economic c o n d itio n  o f  th e  home j, p a r e n ta l  

greedy and a f a i l u r e  to  ad a p t th e  sch o o l to  th e  needs o f  

the c h i ld  were p o in te d  to  as  th e  r e a l  f a c to r s  back of non- 

a tten d a n ce  0 :

; From th e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  c a rd s  co p ied  in  th e  p r in c ip a l f s 

•o ffic e , i t  was n o ted  t h a t  a c o n s id e ra b le  number o f  th e  s tu -  

d en ts  gave p a r e n t s v names o th e r  th a n  th o se  o f  t  hems e lv e s  s 

T h is g e n e ra l ly  In d ic a te d  th a t  th e  home had been broken a t  

some tim e an d .h ad  been r e - e s ta b l i s h e d  by th e  m other rem arry ­

ing? A few gave g u a rd ian s  in s te a d  o f p a re n ts  names to  show

lo  Ao 0 o Heck 3 ^School A ttendance Review o f  E d u ca tio n a l 
R esea rch , Vol* 9 S pp= 161 -699 T ear 1939^

2® F i l e s  o f  th e  Miami High Schools, R e g is tr a t io n  Cards® 
O ffic e  o f  the P rincipal®  v ■;
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f u r th e r  d i s r u p t io n :o f  home l i f e  o f p a re n ts  fo r  th e  s tu ­

d en ts  e . . : ' ?

W ith in  sq u b  o f th e  hones i t  was no ted  and a ls o  known 

th a t  one o f th e  p a re n ts  was ab sen t by reaso n s o f  d ea th y  

d iv o rc e , o r  d i s t a n t  employment =, This f a c to r  o f te n  n e c e s s i­

ta te d  th e  absence o f  the: s tu d e n t . from- sc h o o l c l a s s e s  to  

work f o r  f in a n c ia l  support o f  th e  household^ e s p e c ia l ly  

du ring  eittergencies o r  i l ln e s s o  Many tim es th e s e  absences 

could  be t r a c e d  to  poor management o r  in d if f e r e n c e  to  th e  

im portance o f  sch o o l a t te n d a n c e „ because c e r t a in  a c t i v i t i e s  

were perform ed on F rid a y s , when th e y  could have been accom­

p lis h e d  by w a itin g  u n t i l  th e  week-ends or the same s tu d en t 

became an ab sen te e  on Monday morning to  perform  d u t ie s  th a t  

could have been accom plished on th e  w eek-end„

•. The d a ta  a t  hand showed th a t  in  many ca ses  th e  s tu d e n ts  

were members o f  la rg e  f a m i l i e s 3 numbering a s  many as  ten  o r 

more to  the  f a m ily » .The c h ild re n  o f  th ese  f a m il ie s  were 

ab sen t from  sch o o l o f te n  and caused  c o n s id e ra b le  i r r e g u la ­

r i t i e s  in  t h e i r  a tte n d a n c e  r e c o rd s .  In  th e s e  l a r g e  f a m il ie s  

i t  i s  o f te n  n e c e s s a ry  fo r  the  o ld e r  g i r l s  t o  a s s i s t  with 

the household c h o re s , s ta y  w ith  th e  s ic k \ o r  do th e  shopping 

Boys a re  o f te n  c a l le d  upon to  f in d  odd jo b s to  supplem ent 

the fa m ily  incomes to  ru n  e r ra n d s , fu rn is h  t r a n s p o r ta t io n ,

and. even p e r fo ra  household  d u t ie s  a s  m entioned f o r  th e  g i r l s  „
" ' : '■ : :V -v - ' r . 1  ̂ -V'-V ' ; - 'X,' ,; ';
According to  Edwin D. M a rtin , in  th e  s tu d y  o f  "Some

1 0 Edwin Do M a rtin , "Some o f  th e  Causes o f  Non-Attendance 
in  a Ju n io r High S c h o o l,"  School and  S o c ie ty , January  
24, 1942, V o l0 55^ pp. 110-111 o . '
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Causes o f  Hon^attendanee in  a J u n io r  High S c h o o l5n p u p i ls  

whose p a r e n ts  had n o t  a t t a i n e d  an e d u c a tio n  above th e  e ig h th  

grade g ra d u a t io n  had more nonattendance  than  th o s e  w ith  

h i^ a  schoo l o r  c o l le g e  e d u e a t io n 0 No check o r  case s tu d ie s  

were made f o r  th e  purpose o f  t h i s  s tu d y  of absen tee ism  in  

r e l a t i o n  t o  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  o r  s o c i a l  background of the 

p a re n ts  of th e  s tu d e n ts  o f  Miami High School>:but through 

f iv e  years  o f  teach in g  in  th e  d i s t r i c t / t h r o u g h  many p e r ­

sonal c o n ta c ts  s and ac q u a in ta n c e s  w ith  th e  p a re n ts^  th e r e  

i s  a s i m i l a r i t y  between th e  c o n d i t io n s  in  Miami and th o s e
. ■ ■ ■ V  ‘ :v  -■ " 1  1 ;

in  Houston, Texas, as  found by Martino

The eompulsory a t ten d a n ce  laws in  e f f e c t  o f f - s e t  much 

of th e  n o n -a tten d an c e  i n  the e lem en tary  schoo ls  which might 

be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  f a c t o r s  r e l a t i n g  to  the economic s t a t u s  

o f  the  fa m ily  o f  th e  s tu d e n t  in c l in e d  to  be h o n -a t te n d o r»

As t h e  compulsory a t ten d an ce  laws put v e ry  l i t t l e  p re s s u re  

on h igh  sch o o l s tu d e n t s ,  th e r e  i s  apt to  be more ea ses  of 

n o n -a tten d an ce  in v o lv in g  economic circumsbaneeso

I t  has been no ted  a t  th e  beg inn ing  o f  the  sch o o l y e a r  

th a t  many boys and  g i r l s  o f  h igh  sch o o l age do no t have th e  

money to  buy books, c lo th e s  /  and o th e r  n e c e s s i t ie s  to  ca rry  

out , the f u l l  sem ester o f  .h igh s c h o o lo In  c a se s  o f  t h i s  

kind 3 th e  s tu d e n t does not a f f e c t  ab sen tee ism , b u t non­

en ro llm en t as  was d e f in e d  e a r l i e r  in  t h i s  s tu d y . The above

I ,  I b i d . s pp. 110-111 .
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i s  a lso  tru e  w ith  th o se  s tu d e n ts  who f in d  i t  n e c e ssa ry  to  

drop from th e  r o l l s  f o r  economic reaso n s  o r  #10 le av e  th e  

d i s t r i c t  because th e  fa m ily  wage e a rn e r  i s  se ek in g  and 

perhaps f  ind ing  employment out o f  the  d i s t r i c t  =

As was no ted  in  th e  summaries o f  the in v e s t ig a t io n s  

the boys m onopolized th e  amount o f  p e rm its  secu red  f o r  

reaso n s  o f  workings 293 p e rm its  f o r  b o y s , and 13 f o r  th e  

g ir ls o  This might in d ic a te  th a t  th e  g i r l s  d id  n o t a ttem p t 

working during  sch o o l tim e fo r  f in a n c ia l  aid® I t  i s  r e ­

c a l l e d  th a t  some :g i r l s  worked a f t e r  schoo l and on week ends 

and were' l e s s  in c l in e d  to  ta k e  sch o o l tim e f o r  working®

A pparen tlys to o  $ th e  g i r l s  were more o ften  c a l le d  upon 

to  a id  a t  home w ith  th e  household  ch o res  du ring  sch o o l hours 

th an  were boys s in c e  the number o f  such excuses to ta le d  

182 f o r  th e  g i r l s  s 131 f o r  the  boys® However, t h i s  number 

fo r  boys was s t i l l ,  more th a n  might no rm ally  be e x p e c te d .



CHAPTER V I I I

CONTRAST OF ATTENDANCE; REGORDS OF SPANISH-=3PEAKING 
STUDENTS WITH THE RECORDS OF' ALL STUDENTS

In  t h i s  study  of ab sen tee ism  in  Miami High School 

i t  was ( ie s ire d  to  determ ine th e  r e la t io n s h ip  S p an ish - 

speaking s tu d e n ts  had to  a tte n d a n ce  and to  absenteeism ,,

Of th e  49$ s tu d e n ts  in  Miami High School j, .167 were 

c l a s s i f i e d  a s  S p an ish -sp eak in g  d r  o f  Spanish o r i g i n a There; 

were S? boys and SO g i r l s  in c lu d ed  in  t h i s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  

Miami School D i s t r i c t  i s  a copper m ining c e n te r  in  th e  

Southw est where la rg e  number o f  S pan ish^speak ing  Americans 

a re  employed o r  in  b u s in e s s . T h is  accoun ts  f o r  th e  la rg e  

number o f.S p a n ish -sp ea k in g  s tu d e n ts  e n ro lle d  in  th e  h igh  

sc h o o lo ■•

I t  was re v e a le d  th rough  th e  com parison o f  T ab les IX 

and X III  t h a t  th e  S pan ish -speak ing  s tu d e n ts  were o ld e r  f o r  

t h e i r  g rad e  in  schoo l th a n  were o th e r  s tu d e n ts 0 A ll th e  

19 and 20 y ea r aged s tu d e n t s were S p an ish -sp eak in g  * and . 

tw o - th ird s  o f  th e  IS  y e a r  o ld  s tu d e n ts .w e re  in  t h i s  g roup . 

The 14 y ea r  o ld  S p an ish -sp eak in g  s tu d e n ts  had th e  g r e a te s t  

excess o f ad m ittan ce  perm its  over any o th e r  group o f  e i th e r  

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  w ith 7 = 3 p e r  c en t more p e rm its  th a n  th e  

average fo r the g ro u p . The fo u r  20 y ea r o ld  s tu d e n ts  were 

2 per cen t above th e  average number o f  p e rm its  and accoun ted  

f o r  62 absences o r  20.3 each f o r  th e  y e a r .
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As was in d ic a te d  in  C hapter ¥1 on MH ealth  a s  a F ac to r 

in  Non=At tendance 5,n th e re  were 915 p e rm its  f o r  i l l n e s s  

o b ta in ed  by S p an ish -speak ing  s tu d en ts>  o r  4 7 pe r  cen t o f  

th e  c la s s  ad m ittan ce  p e rm its » This compares fa v o ra b ly  

w ith  T able IX showing 5 3 per  cen t o f a l l  students®  How­

ever 9 th e s e  915 p e rm its  re p re se n te d  39o& per c e n t o f a l l  

p e rm its 5 which was 6 ,2  p e r  c e n t more than  th e  E n g lish -  

speaking  s tu d e n ts Q The S pan ish -speak ing  s tu d e n ts  averaged 

lieA o perm it s p e r in d iv id u a l  in  'c o n tra s t ,  to  9®43 p erm its  ' , 

f o r  a l l  s tu d e n ts , This i s  a s ig n i f i c a n t  enough d if fe re n c e  

to  s ta te  t h a t  S p an ish -speak ing  s tu d e n ts  account f o r  above 

a reaso n ab le  p o r tio n  o f  th e  n o n -a tten d an ce  problem®

Five p e r  c en t o f  th e  p e rm its , o r 969 were f o r  reaso n s 

o f  f?P a r t o f  Fam ily 111 3?? which is: one and o n e -h a lf  p e r  c e n t 

over the a l l - s tu d e n t  p e rc e n ta g e e This might in d ic a te  more 

i l l n e s s  a t  home o r  l e s s  a b i l i t y  to  have t r a in e d  n u rs in g  

care® These s tu d e n ts  secu red  h a l f  o f  th e  p e rm its  f o r  going 

to  th e  d isp en sa ry  a lth o u g h  com pris ing  on ly  o n e - th ird  o f  th e  

s tu d e n ts » T his ag a in  shows a g re a te r 'te n d e n c y  to  i l l  h ea lth , 

on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  S pan ish -speak ing  group®

The number o f  absences due to  w orking p erm its  re v e a ls  

th a t  th e  S p an ish -sp eak in g  s tu d e n ts  found i t  n ecessa ry  t o  

have jo b s d u r in g  school .time® The 62. p e rm its  were f i f t y  

per c e n t  o f  th o s e  is s u e d  3 a l l  b u t f iv e  o f  which were by 

boys® -In sim ilar fa sh io n  th e  absence f o r  w orking "w ithou t 

a  p e rm it” were g r e a te r  f o r  the  S pan ish -speak ing  s tu d e n ts <>. 

There were 115 of t h i s  type f o r  th e  S p an ish -sp eak in g  g ro u p s3
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and 6? fo r  th e  E n g lish -sp eak in g  g ro u p 0 The economic f a c to r  

i s  th u s  em phasized here fo r  the  s tu d e n ts  o f  Spanish o r i g i n a 

The com parison o f  t a b le s  a ls o  shows th a t  th e  S pan ish - 

spealcing s tu d e n t s d id  no t have as  la rg e  a  number o f  p e r io d s  . 

p e r  excuse average as d id  th e  e n t i r e  s tu d en t body? which 

would in d ic a te  th a t  th e  S p an ish -sp eak in g  s tu d e n t r e tu rn s  to  

schoo l so o n er a f t e r  an absence th a n  do th e  E n g lish -sp eak in g  

s tu d e n ts 0. ' \

The number o f  days l o s t  because o f  ab sen tee ism  in v o lv e s  

a c o n s id e ra b le  sum o f  money when m u lt ip l ie d  by th e  revenue 

r a t e s  f o r  th e  "state and county f o r  sch o o l apportionm ent o f  

funds @ The s t a t e  a id  amount o f  $91e 47 per average d a i ly  

a tten d a n ce  f o r  1949 come s to  52 cen ts  p e r  day per s tu d e n t«, 

The coun ty  revenue p er day was 11 c e n t s i  These r a t e s  mul­

t i p l i e d  by th e  4 S577 days o f  absence by th e  s tu d e n ts  o f  

Miami High School amounts to  f o r  s t a t e  a id  and

$403 f o r  coun ty  a id s  a l l :  o f  w hich was a lo s s  to  th e  schoo l 

d i s t r i c t s  This sum o f  money in d ic a te s  the se r io u s n e s s  of 

ex c e ss iv e  absences by th e  s tu d e n ts  o f  any schoo ls

1® S ta te  Departm ent of P ub lic  I n s t r u c t io n  F ln a n c ia l R eport 
to  S u p erin ten d en t o f Sc h o o ls , 1949° ■



CHAPTER IX

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS :

C o n c lu sio n s; Both p re v e n tio n  and, rem ed ia l m easures m e rit 

d is c u s s io n  In  any c o n s id e ra tio n  o f  sch o o l a t te n d a n c e » 

However5, th e  f a c to r s  r e l a t e d  t o  nonattendance  must be 

known before  p re v e n tio n  o r  remedy can e f f e c t iv e ly  be ap­

plied®

From th e  t r e n d s  in  a tten d a n ce  in  Miami High School; 

G ila County, and in  A rizona, i t  may be co n c lu d ed  t h a t  th e  

amounts o f  ab sen tee ism  in  Miami High School i s  o f  se r io u s  

enough m agnitude to  r e q u ire  f u r t h e r  s tu d y  and have rem ed ia l 

m easures e f f e c t iv e ly  app liedo

From th e  tre a tm e n t o f  th e  d a ta  i t  nay a l s o  be conc lu ­

ded t h a t  i l l n e s s - c o n t r ib u te d  to  th e  g r e a te s t  e x te n t o f  the  

absences fo r  the sch o o l y ea r  1949=1950«

I t  was f u r t h e r  re v e a le d  t h a t  the  s o c ia l  and economic 

f a c to r s  a f f e c te d  th e  a tte n d a n c e  not out o f  p ro p o rtio n  to  

th e  av e rag es found in  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n  o f  ab sen tee ism  in  

Miami High S ch o o l* ; . ' -

The ab sen tee ism  o f  th e  S p an ish -sp eak in g  s tu d e n ts  

showed a l a r g e r  p e rcen tag e  o f  absence than  th e  average  f o r  

th e  e n t i r e  h ig h  sch o o l e . ;

Recommend a t io n s : Based upon th e  p roceed ing  in v e s t ig a t io n

o f  absen tee ism  in  Miami High S choo l, and from  e x te n s iv e  

re se a rc h  on th e  problem s o f a b se n te e ism ,' s e v e ra l  recommend­

a t io n s  a re  p re s e n te d  h ere  ® Any recom m endations t h a t  can
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be s p e c i f i c a l l y  s ta ted , f o r  im proving a tte n d a n c e  i s  limit@ d 

to  th e  a v a i la b le  p e rso n n e l and re s o u rc e s  o f  th e  a d m in is tra ­

t io n  a p p lie d  to  th o s e  school s i t u a t i o n s  %hich show th e  g r e a t ­

e s t  needs S ince the  ch ron ic  a b se n te e  may be more d i f f i c u l t  

to  cu re  o f  h is  a tte n d a n c e  p ro b le m  th a n  w i l l  be th e  t r u a n t  ?

I  have here based  most o f my recommendations 9

Is  There shou ld  be e s ta b l i s h e d  a p a r t- t im e  o r  f u l l -  

time h e a l th  s e rv ic e  program f o r  th e  high s c h o o ls employing 

a schoo l n u rse 3 and such o th e r  m edical s e rv ic e s  a s  seem , 

p r a c t i c a l  and exped ien t <, .

2S A program of p a re n ta l  ed u ca tio n  in  r e l a t i o n  to  

the  cau ses ; re m e d ie s / and th e  im portance o f n o n -a tten d an ce  

should  be i n i t i a t e d  in  th e  d i s t r i c t !  .

3.0 The developm ent of a l l i e d  s e rv ic e s  should  be en­

couraged such a s  c lo s e r  s tu d e n t co u n se lin g  3 g r e a te r  t e a ­

ch er v i s i t a t i o n  in  th e  homesy e s p e c i a l ly  in  th o se  homes of 

th e  ab sen te e s  6 ■ "

4® The o f f i c e r s  in  ch arg e  o f a tte n d a n c e  shou ld  adhere 

more c lo s e ly  to  th e  r u le s  o f  .'a ttendance s e t  up f o r  th e  h igh  

’ s c h o o l• v T h is  would in c lu d e  a c l o s e r  s u rv e i l la n c e  o f  th e  

n o te s  and excuses g iven  f o r  reaso n s  o f  n o n a tten d a n cee

5® Case s tu d ie s  o f  a number o f  in d iv id u a l  s tu d e n ts  

should be made to  determ ine th e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f n o te s  and 

v e rb a l excuses p re s e n te d  by th e  s tu d e n ts  upon r e tu rn in g  to  

school o '' : -

6 c G rea te r s t r e s s  upon the  d a i ly  a tten d a n ce  in  th e  

classroom  sh o u ld  b e : made by th e  in d iv id u a l t  each e r in  whose 

c la s s  th e  ch ron ic  ab sen tee  i s  e n ro lle d .



59

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Books

A lexander ? G arte r $ P u b l ic i ty  f o r  R u ra l Idu  ca t io n , World 
Book Gompanyi, 1931® pp® 2 7 i“79®

BermejOj F® W y The School A ttendance S e rv ice  in  American 
C i t i e s B a n t a  P u b lish in g  Company3 1923® C hap ter I ,r Q

G ubberley3 E*/ P . , P ub lic  School A d m in is tra tio n , Houghton 
M if f l in  Companyy,Bostons 1922® pp® 357=374®

D ouglas3 Aubrey A®, Modem Secondary E d u c a tio n ,, Houghton 
M if f l in  Companyj 1933® p p G 469; 52; 49 o . ;

E ncycloped ia  o f  E d u ca tio n a l R esea rch 3 M acmillan Company,
Co 1941® pp. 1008-1009. ' " " '

H eck/ A. 0 .4  A d m in is tra tio n  o f  P u p il P e rso n n e l, Ginn and 
Company j 193 8 . pp.. 15^45. ' >

L in d le y f A® S . ,  E d u ca tio n a l A d m in is tra tio n  and S u p e rv is io n  
M acm illan P u b lis h e rs , 1945opp o  3 1 ;.4 5 -5 2 .

M artin y  George Hoj E v o lu tio n  o f  th e  M assach u se tts  P u b lic  
School System , Do A ppleton Company8 1894=

M ille r  j 'CV R. and C harles j Fred y P u b l ic i ty  and th e  P ub lic  
S ch o o l4 Houghton M if f l in  and ••Company, 1942® pp. 179®

Neale j, M= G® s School R eports a s  a Means o f  S ecu rin g  Addi°
■ t i o n a l  Support f o r  E ducation  in  A rnerican•G i t i e s ,

' M isso u ri Book Companyj 1931® pp® 46-48®

Reeder9 Ward, Fundam entals o f P u b lic  School A d m in is tra tio n  
M acm illan Companyj 1935® pp4 301-309®

R e av is , G. H» 4 F ac to rs  C o n tro llin g  A ttendanc e ;in  R ural 
r  S ch o o ls4 Columbia U n iv e rs ity  P re s s , 1920® C hapters 
. 1 and II.®

P e r io d ic a ls

A lla n , W® H®V ^ P u b lic i ty  and P u b lic  E d u c a tio n ,” American 
School Board J o u r n a l May 192.6S Yol® LXXII, p= 45=147

A yer, A delaide M®, ”A Study of R ural School A tten d an ce , ,! 
jo u rn a l o f  R u ra l E d u o a tio n , M ay-June, 1925, Vol® IV®



60

D ouglass? EL R®and.  E l l io t  3 Lo H*, “Attendance R ecords,n ;
, School Review, A pril 1946o pp> 56; 210=212«

Education fo r  V ic to ry , November 20j, 19449 PP 20, “School 
Attendance o f  Urban and Rural Pupils®”

Heck, Arch 0®; “School A ttendance,” Review o f Educational 
Research, ?ol® 3 , pp> 1S6-93; 243%49T

M artin, Edwin D®, “Some o f  the Causes of Nonattendance in  
a Junior High .S ch oo l, “ School and S ocie ty  <, January 
2 4 a ,1942s ¥ol® 55, pp® 110=111®

M elcher, George, “Why High School P upils Leave S c h o o l,” 
School Review, May 1946, pp. 54; 255®

Parker, Zelma, “Guidance and the Chronic A bsentee!” Journal 
of Rural Educ a t io n „ A p r il„,1949« pp® 132; 114-15®

P la t t ,  A ® Wo, “I n t r in s ic , Causes o f Public School Absences, ” 
School and S o c ie ty , .March 13 , 1943y pp° 307=8® , . '

Sprague, Robert 0®, “Tardiness in- and Near San D ie g o ,” 
C aliforn ia  Journal o f  Secondary Educ a t io n , October,

Taylor, H® T®, “The Im plication s o f  S ickness Records o f
Public' School P u p i l s American A ssoc ia tion  o f  Health „ 
P h ysica l Educ a tio n  and R ecreation Q uarterly , March,
1 9 4 2 ® pp® 37 -4 2 ® -

Thompson, Dorothy, “Oris is  In American Educ a t i o n Ladies  
Home Jou rn a ls J u ly , 1950® ■ -

W right, G® S®, “High School Attendance and Family Income,” 
School L i f e , June 1947® pp® 7-10; 29®

■Zimand , Gertrude F ® , ”Don?t  Let Them Quit S ch ool , ” Parent %s  
v.. Magazine „ August, -1947® pp® 14-22® -

B u lle t in s

Annual Report o f  the Miami Copper Company and the In sp ira tio n  • 
C onsolidated Copper Company fo r  the year ending  
December 3 1 /  1949® ' ‘ : . .

Arizona S ilv e r  B e l t , Globe, Arizona; October 9 , 1909®

C lif to n , Le L®, “The R ela tio n  o f  Attendance to  A chievem ent,” 
Master*s T h e s is , U n iversity  o f Chicago „ 1934®



Columbia Teacher*s C ollege B u l le t in s, 1920  ̂ ppc 9-15»
. "F ac to rs  C o n tro l l in g  A ttendance I n  Rural Schools a??

Eighteenth B iennial Report o f the S ta te  Superintehdent o f  
Public In stru ctio n  to  the Governor of t he S ta te  o f  
Arizona^ F is c a l T ears> 1944-45; 1945-45 =

Mlami High School Annual Attendance Report to  the Superin­
tendent of Schools „ School Years-9 1946-1950e

Miami High School Green Book, School.Y ear 1950-51; Course 
• of Study? ppo 3-5 e -

H ineteenth B ien n ia l Report o f  th e  S tate Superintendent of 
Public In st rue t io n  to  the Governor o f  the S ta te  o f  
Arizona J 1946-1948=

0 9d e l l 3 Cl ¥o 5 "The A ffec t  o f  Attmdanee- Upon School: ■ 
Achievem ent," U n iv e rs i ty  o f  I l l i n o i s  B u l l e t i n . Yolo
20 5 No o 31 o '. ■ ... - ■

S a i n i  W i lm 3 "H is to ry  of Miami3" Master o f  A r ts  T h e s i s , 
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A rizona0

United S ta te s  Bureau o f  E ducation, B u lle t in  No* 21914°
- (Dates o f  the enactm ents o f  f i r s t  compulsory a t ten d a n ce  

laws*) ppo 1 0 o

Z i e g l e r 5 C* Wo 3 "School A ttendance a s  a F a c to r  in  School 
P ro g ress  9" T each er3 s College B u l le t  i n , 192.S.,. No® 297 $
p® 63® ’ /  - -




