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CHAPTER I -
THE PROBLEM

Pﬁrgose 22 §gg Qgggzs'kThe §urp65élof t§is study:was'to
‘investiﬂaﬁe thé c&uSes'of ébsénﬁeeism in-Miami‘High‘Schoolg
to determlne the number of each cause 1n relatlon o) the
"distrloutlen @f puplls and to determlne the most Slgnl«:?
j f1bant causes of absenteelsmo,gu | |

Also the 1nvest1gat10n attempted to determlne the
 groups of suudents who ereated the greatest amount of
;absenteelsmo From_the:results.obﬁalned cgnclu51ons‘weré .
. formulated indieatingjsigﬁificant féeﬁofs_iﬁfpupii'attén=
idan@e;}: . .,,. o T y
| Dellnltlon of the Problem

‘:What is Absenteelsm? Absenteelsm 1s often used synony= '

‘;mously w1th non=attendanceo' In eases of absences 1t must
“;fbe underst@od that non- attendance 18 qulte dlfferent from -

fnonnenrollmento- Nonmenrollment is the fallure co reglster

| for. classes, or the dropplng from a class w1th no 1ntent10n .

‘_to return whereas nonmattendance is 31mply the fallure of
the pupll to come to elass alter having properly reglstered
1

and been in attendanceo Zelma Parker deflnes chronlc ab=‘i‘

sentees as "that group of children who are freqpently ab-= .*‘”’7"

>sent from school usually w1th the kncwledge of parentssl;

1. Zelma Parker, WGuidance and.the Chronic Absenteesﬂ :
Journal of EducatlonB April, 1949o :




and usuéliy fcr'réasoﬁs,whichs while generally aéoeptable
tQ pérehts are not cohsidered valid under~$chool réghlamf
2 tions;W It appears that parents in general need some edu='i_f
cating as to the ne09581ty ‘of good attendance on the part |

- of their chlldren 1n @rder for tnem to obtaln the best that

 ,; is offered them in the average school systemo

Absenteelsm does not necessarlly 1ncTude tardlness?
:Sane the 1ntent behlnd tardiness 1s not the same as that
behlnd absenceo A child may be late €o classes for any
‘number of reasons obv1ously bey@nd his contrgl whereas he '
may be absent because of a real 111ness or some. premedltaa
‘tlone-  \

Kinds gﬁ Absences: The kinds of'abséncesvand their'causes"-"

are listed as lawful Or.nnlawfuio According to F. V. Ber-
_mejdé} thekchieflcauses of nogéattendance in.thé.échool _
systems‘arés/’Lawful noh=atten&anee, (i)ﬂIllness.éf the
uchild himself, {2) Illness of some member of the family,
(3) Lack of cl othing, (k) Death in the famllyg and (5)

: Wbrkwat.homewv The chief causes~of unlawfuljnoneatteﬁdanéé

are: (1) Truancy9 (2) Parental neglect, (3) Work at home,

(L) Illeval employment and (5) Out of t6wn-visits;

7 For the purpose of thls 1nvest1gatlon the above 11st
was fufther subd1v1ded in order t@ 1nclude causes of ab-

"Senees Wh;ch mlght apply only to Miami High Schooluand.to

i® Fo Vo Bermego» The School Attendance Servzce in American
Gltlesg Ghaptef One ‘Banta Publlshlng Company, S 1923




' -©mit‘thoséfwhi@h werelﬁoﬁ‘r@latedjto;absent@eiém in Miani@'
:'As.aﬁ'examplgs theré‘ﬁéé;no.insténce ﬁhere-1é@k of»clothiﬁg'
ihfluenééd-atfendéﬁce ih‘Miémi High Séh@él 1ndlcat1ng
vthat poverty am@ng the people of Mlanl is not serlous
’enough to prevent any publl frem attendlng hlgh school at

any tlmee

”_VS¢6Ee

Studanas‘Specificz.“A'Study of this‘type‘Was;heceSsariiy‘ 

spec'ific'and therefore its scope was a limi’ced oneg Thé-‘ ‘

Cadm and ultlmate 1ntent10n in making thls sbudy was to find -

. the extent of absenteelsm in Mlaml 1gh School,through a

detalled use of the ‘data in the offlce flles at the hlgh
:school4wh10h cover_the attendance reeords for_the years 7
| 1946-1950, It more soé“éif‘icélly dealt with the kinds of = *
reasons glvén by puplls for absences for the purpose of .

_ebtalnlng student ex cuse pernltsﬂ Prlmarlly the study of

. vabsenteelsm in Mlaml Hlvh S@hool is ooncerned w1th the num=

ber and causes of absences and thelr relatlonshlp to. such

‘Pfoblem8~as health; (Of the student and his . famlly)B 503131 L

and ecdnomic'b&ékwround language dlfferencesﬂ and to.some'u3
extent the relatlonshlp of absenteeism to the actual pup11'

i.'progresso

 ‘gLimitati0ns

' Necessary to Conflne Study: .This'StUdyiis coﬁfinéd;to a/]u

o .brlef comparlson of the Average Dally Attendance @f Mlaml E



ih‘

ﬁiwh.Schdol with 6%her schools in the State of Arizcha and 
_has been 11m1ted to a study of the records for one year
vOﬂlYo No‘attempt.has been made to study a record Qf.tardi=r
ness in Miami High School asvthese records ave handied' |
separately from absences and only a few exceptlons are 113; i
ted among the reasons found in this StUdYof Excused~or uﬁ=-v
excused tardlness of less than one perlod are handled by

the . indlvidual teachero Therefore thls survey 1s 11m1ted

o absences and the studentvs reasons for these absencese
Procedure

Data Obtained: The data for this study of absenteeism in

Miami-High;Schoolvwas obtained from the student élass“ad:
mittanée slips for the l9ﬂ9=1950;scho§1 yeér»'erm échooi
- office records» and from-annual attendance-reporﬁs to the
'superiﬁtendentel‘ ThlS data was used to determlne the trends
of attendance, . the amount and causes of absences in Mlamz
High S@hoola and the 1nf1uence of absenteelsm'upon pupll
fprogress® | | |

The results of the 1nvest1gat;on were: welghed and con=_
clusions were formulatedo Recommendatlons were madekln the"
hope that bétter attendanceLWOuld'bé:achié#éd in Miami‘High‘v

 Séhoo1o"

.i; The files of the Prlnclpal of Mlaml ngh School and
- those of the District Superintendent. Years 1949 1950o



CHAPTER II

" ATTENDANCE, A FACTOR IN EDUCATION

”Items Thatnﬁffect Attendance
o S N : E - ‘1
'Health‘ From studies and*surveys Reeder 'states that the
healﬁh factor 1nf1uences attendance more than any. otner |
item, and that most cases of absenteelsm are caused by
illness. B :

| Slnce there are so many phases of health it may‘be
- well to con61der them here as some of them do and some of
'them do not 1nfluence good attendanceo Puplls as a Whole‘
elther have good re51stance to dlseases or are susceptable.
, to manyab Resplratory ailments such~as the common cold are
80 contaglous that they account for a large drop in ch11d=
ren?s attendance records@ Health and educational standards :

© are found to be much higher in eemmunltles in whlch the

'populatlen is composed of famllles living in the hlgher in- .
, 5 -

come bracketso In such 01t1ess accordlng to Heck the popu=v
- lation. 1s tradltlonally attendance consciouss

'Voeat10n3° The vocatlons of the parents reflect upon pu=
pils attendaneeon What a parent does9 hlS average 1ncome9

and the 51ze of tbe family elther dlrectly or 1nd1rectly

bflp;éward Reeder Fundamentals of Publlc School AdMlnlStTa=
: hltlon Macmillan Gompanys 1035o PP 301 3090_

: 2o A. A Heck Admlnlstratlon of Pupll Personnel Glnn and
Company, 19299 PP 16=460, o 3



influenees the matter of atten@aneee Often the ICijege
| eerner has thellérgest family eand it becomes neCessafyrte
divide the essentials of fOod.and'clothingg thereby makiﬁg
it more difficult for pupils from these families to'attend
'school regularly decently . elothed; foften‘in families ef? 
thls sort the clder children supplement the famlly 1nsome
by'worklngﬂ at least part of the tlmeov/  _ _
"Vocatlene,also_lnfluenee school auﬁendanee'when tﬁe'
father&skwofk ﬁakes‘him from town to town or back and forth
aGPOSSetheVQOuntryo In such cases the child usually loses
rintereSt in‘sehoolvsinee‘he does not attend any'one scheei-
'long enough to build'up'ah acti%e interest in either,his |
studies or the friends whom he ﬁae.metei" |

Soclal Baekground8° The'social baekgrcund of the children

also plays an aetlve part in the attendance record of these
children. The amount of educatlonrengoyed by the parents
themselves er by older chllaren in the family has some bear='
ing upon the chlld?s school attendancee Accerdlng to EO-DOV;
'Martlnl, in hlq survey of causes of non- attendance, those
puplls vhose parents had graduated from the eighth grade

- had attendance records superlcr to those puplls whose pa=

rents had less than an elghth grade educatlono

.Natlonalltyfand Language.Difflcultlesx The nationality’of

1. Edwin D. Martin, "Some of the Causes of Non-Attendance
in a Junior ngh Scnool " School and Socletyz January
- 1942,




the parentsg the language spoken at home, the réligioﬁs
affiliation, or the marital status of either parent may .
éffect indiyidual cases; but thésé factors arévnot congis-
tent inftheir effect upon school atﬁendaneeal Local évi="
dence would 1ndlcate that the well»managed bome7 with d1S=.
clpline? healthy @hlldren and regular hours for thelr
rest, 1elsure, and study have more - effect upon good atten-
'dance than does elther natlonallty9 rellglong language or
marltal statuso Several cases in Mlanl High School ‘were in

evidence to 1nd1cate that home 51tuatlons such as mentloned

‘above deflnltely affected attendanceo_

Absences as a Source of Difficulty

Absenteéism Presents a Problem° AbSenteeism has“alwaysf“'

preuented dlfflcult problems 1n school admlnlstratlono A1l
schools have had this problem.to some devreeq Some havek
attempted to hold to customs already establlshed9 whlle
]others sought remed1es for thelr dlfflcultles by the enac’:-tm==
ment of new school leglslatlono fBut regardles§ of what they
- have of have not done about 1t» poor'attendance Still re-

-mains one of the contrlbutlng causes of poor scholarshlpo

‘It Overburdens the teacher with makemup Work for these chronic

absentees and deCfeases the school9s avenage dally attendance, .

mhzch.ls indeed serious Slnce our state apportlonment 15 calm

culated upon these attendance recordso

1. Gs H. Reav1s» Factors Controlllng Attendance in Rural
Schools, Chapters L and 2. Golumbla University Press,

o]




The pereentage of average dally attendance varlesxxrom
state to state” from communlty to ccmmunlty2 and generally'
speaking, the schools of the ‘northern states have a higher
-pePCentage.of averagétdailykattendance than those schools
ofthe‘southern,atateso The cities ﬁave'a»highafhpercénté
age‘bf_average daily attendance'than dO-the rural ccmmuni= :
ktiesol Certaln schools in a glven achool systnm have much

| hlgher percentage of attendance than other schools in the
tsame school sy‘stemo Gertaln teachers have much hlgher per-=
:centage of attendance than other teachers in the same bulldav
ing.

The - fact that nonaattendance constitutes our largest
‘educatlonal waste 1s probably cne of the greatest edueca-
tional problems. Accordlng to the Blennlal Survey of qum
cation in the United States for the year 1945-1946, our
publlc property has: an assessed valuation of more than
eight billion dollarsg and the annual expendltures is appro=
' x1mate1y three bllllon dollarse2
| - If one fourth of “the puplls are absent daily, 1t is
’immedlately seen that the~£1nancla1_wasce resultlng» hen

'GOmputed on the total school expenditure, is :.célossal,

1. C. R Mlll@?; and Fred Charles, Publlclty and - the Pub=
: lic School Haughton leflln and Gompany9 1942, ps7179.

2 Blennlal Surveg of Education in the Unlted States for
- the year 1945-19L6. (According to this report, the as-
sessed valuation is $8,564,128,251, and for total ex~
penditures, $2,906, 886, slesl o )




Thls ig 1ndeed traglc 1f ev1dence shgws that much of thls
nonattendance is unnecessaryo Scme of it is illegal and
may be bhe result of carelessiy enforced compulsory school
»attendance 1aWs@

‘The large finahciallmaste méntionéd:bédémes évidéﬁt
when It 1s reallzed that the cost of runnlng the school is

‘practlcally the same mhether the puplls are in- attendance. o

;V_or noto' The' teaeher is under contract and must be pald

for a part school the same as for a whole school, Moreovery
'”:the cost of runnlng the school plant and of furnlshlng school
supplles is practlcally the same whether the puplls all atc'
tend or nots | ' B

The greatest loss, howeverg 1s not the flnanclal l@SS

to the publie9 but the educatlonal loss to the pupllo “Non- )
attendance means that the pupil has been cheated of some ofr
hls;rightful patr:.mony9 1@ means that‘the;pup1thas ngtk, v
been able to parﬁake‘bf all the éévanﬁagés Whicﬁ'SOCieﬁy
has provzded for hlma A frequenu result of nonmattendance i

is pupll fallufeo- If the pupll does not Lall he gets be=
hind in hls work énd becomes dlscourageao NOne of these
'thlngs are conduclve to the best educatlonal prcgress and

”the greate5u happlness of the pupll

»,Tren&s,;g Attendance_;,

':f;Attendance Irends. at Mlaml ngh Schoole To deternlnthhe ‘

trend of absenteelsm in M;aml ngh Schoel the record was



10
@btained“for the fiVe year periocd ending May 1950. This .
record, shOWﬁ in Tab&e I, reveals that attendance has im-
;praved since l9h7@ The average dally attenaance 1ncreased
from 90.2 per cent to 9%, 7 Even though the 1946- 4? year 5
‘»had a percentage of 90 2, the 1947= 48 year 1t was 9@ 2

“ or a h per cent 1ncrease Over the prev1ous school yearo

"aThls 1mpr©vement may have been aided by the. return of the

'f:detentlon hour for unexcused cases@' The detentlon hour

had been dlscontlnued prev1ously on a trial ba31soy ,
) The year of 1948-49 had a decllne in enrollment, but :
the percentage of attendance 1ncreased sllght1y==two=tenths} 
of one per cent, This past year2 1949 =50, sncwed contin- B
ued»imprevement of thrgeetegths of.Qne per cent over the

year before. -

1. Annual Attendance Report to the Superlntenaent of Schoolss'
Mlaml ochool Dlstrlct Mlamls Amzona0 R
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ABSENTEEISM IN THE MIAMI HIGH SCHOOL-

- TABLE I o

Trend in Attendance at Mlaml High School for

Five Year Period, 1945 46 to 1949- 50

Year Average Dally Average Daily - Percent of

Membership Attendance Attendance to.
- ~ Membership
| 1945=46 - 419.65  385.42 91,8
1946-h7  495.33 AL6.9T  90.2
1947-48° 481,93 153.82 9.2
1948-59  hOLTT  L67.17  9h.k

CUL9K9-50 47233 BAT.15S  Ok.7

1. Data taken fr@h‘Annual'Aﬁténdandé'RePOTts in office
'~ of Superintendent of Schools, Miami, Arizona



iz

Gilarccunty High School Attgndange'Trends: While comparing
the individual Miami High School attendance records with the
.abtendance records for Gila County in ﬁhieh the Miami High
School Distriotfié 1oca§eds the foll@iﬁng observations were
nbted?  On éimilérlbaSeé of percentages the figUfes for‘ -
»Gilajcbuhty were thaihédlffom the fiies of the Superinten-
,deﬁi_of,Pﬁblic Instrpctionlfor the five years 1945-46 to
'1949%509>Table‘1i?1 - |
Thé percenﬁégé comparison of average daily attendance
0 aVerage daily membership was 93.3, which was five tenths
of one per cent above'that of Miami High School for the
séme term. The county, with a membership of five high
schools--Globe, Hayden; Miamig Payson9 énd Young--has had
an increase in percentage of average dai1y attendance to
average daily membership over the last four years; except
for a decrease for the year 194,9-195. Each of ﬁhelfiVe |
years from 1945-46 to-1949550 shows the per cent of average
daily'membership;to be ab@ve7that_of each respective year
 , for theAMiami High School. The attendance of high school
students has not been as high in Miami as in gtﬁér high

schools in Giia County.

1. Office files~ofvthe Superinténdent.of Public Instructionﬁ‘
- Phoenix, Arizona, for the years 1945-46 to 1949-50.
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' ABSENTEEISM IN GILA COUNTY HIGH SCHOOLS

Z=TABLE I

Trend in Attendance in Gila Gounty ngh Schoolsl‘
' for Flve Year Perlod 1945-46 to 1949=5O . _

Year Avenage~Daily"Average?Daily Percent of-

100570

- Membership - Attendance Attendance to

_ o - .. Membership

1945-46  999.82 933,03 . 93,31
1946-47  1093.22  1010.83 92,46
1947-48  1078.03 1023.52 9Lk

1948-49  1093.17 1039.7k 951

1949-50 1058.66 | 9h.99

1. . Data taken from files of Bureau of Statistics, State

" Department of Educatlon» Capltol Bulldlng» Phoenlx9
Arizona. .



1k

Comparison of Attendance of Miami High School With Other

High Schbols';g Arizona of Comparable-Eﬁr@llment: In
order ﬁo Compare Miami®s attendance problem with other
Arizons High Schools of comparable'enrollmentsé‘ténrﬁowﬁs; |
“1nc1ud1ng Mlsmlz were. selected from the Blennlal Reports _
of the Superlnuenaent of Publlc Instr’uctlon9 for 1945 50, .
“ The.towns Were ranked‘ln the oraer of their pereenbage of
average dally attendance to aVerage dally membership for
the 1ast five years as: shown in Tables 11T, IV, V VI and
VII. = The percentage of average daily attendance to average
déily ﬁémbership for all fhevhigh 5chools of Afizona¢was
alSo}liéted for comparison. 'Miani?s rank in 1945a46_was'
eighth among the - ten high'schoolsahand was loB'per cent
below the state average of 92.9 per cent. Miaﬁi?s;average |
“dropped to 90,2 per cent-for the year 19h6=47; and also
dx ropped in rank to last among the hlgh scnools listed.
Ar;zona?s average- percentage of daily memoersth rose five-
tenths éf one per éentﬂ which was B;Z‘per cent above that
@f(Miami@v' H | |
The percentage of attendance improved eon51derably f@r
- 1947 AS 1ncr6931ng from 90,2 to 94.2 per cent or a . gain ef
hjpercentage;pqlnts@ ‘This Wasnaboyerthe Arizona average

by eightmtehths of one per cent and placed Miami High School

1. Blennlal Reports of the Suoerlntendent of Public In-
_ struction for the years of 1945< 1950 Offlce of the
Superlntenaent Phoenix, Arizona.
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PERCENT OF ADA TO ADM FOR TEN CITIES”OFZARIZONA'

GOMPARABLE IN ENROLLMENT TO 1 WIAMIlHIGH SCHOOL
FOR YEARS 1946 TO 1950

TABLE III
| 19h5=19h6
Cities Average Dally Average Daily = Percent
Membership Attendance .
Safferd = 298 , 292 97.9
- Morenci - 219 o - 206 94,0
Globe L06 - 382 , 9L.0 -
Winslow - 350 328 93.7 .
~ Yuma . . 716 ‘ 667 93,1
Douglas 513 , L78 93.1
Bisbee h73 © 435 1.9
Miami ’ L20 » 385- - 91,6 -
Glendale - 649 - 593 913
Prescott 536 L93 . 90,1

| Avizona 21,152 19,640 92,9

| 1, Data taken from files of Bureau of Stétlstics;‘sﬁaté

. Department of Educatlon» Capitol Bulldlng, Phoenlxg_ -
: Arlzonao,~ :



' Cities Average Daily
' ~ Membership

Winslow
Safford
Morenci
Douglas
Yuma -
Globe

Prescott
Glendale

. Bisbee
- Miami

~ Arizona

o 17

TABLE IV

1946-1947

343
323
259

Average Daily
- Attendance

33L
313 -
219
54,9
750
402
567
660

1,68
LL7

21,819

. Percent

97.3
97.0-
96,0
94,9
93.8
93.6
) 9209( :
92.8
91,5

C . 90.2

93k -
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. TABLE ¥

1947-19L8
Cities  Average Daily  Average Daily  Percent
: ‘ - Membership . Attendance
Douglas - 566 551 - 97,3
Winslow . 375 363 96.7
Safford ~ 330 318 96.1
Globe : L29 - BO7 - 95.0
Morenci - 260 ' ’ 287 95.0
~ Miami - o . 482 0 L5k, 9L .2
~ Bisbee .o 450 . . 422 93.8
. Prescott 583 % 93,2
Yuma 833 769 92.3
~ Glendale . = 777 » . 708 . 91.2
- Arizona. . 24,732 - 23,108 3ok

VY



Arizona |

L  19"

- TABLE VI

1948-1949
Cities  Average Daily - Average Daily
o Membership . -~ Attendance
- Douglas 562 - 547
Winslow - 367 - 357
Safford 371 348
Morenci - 274 272
Globe L29 L09
Prescott . 613 . 581
. Yuma 887 838" '
- Miami S B95 LET
. Bisbee - L28 S L03.
- Glendale 88l A 810
25,989 . -24,816

’Peréént“

o4

O O\O\O\OROO OO
= B 5 B e O~
e 0.0 6 0 0'6 o o

W 0 F Ui~ W3 -

o

AN
@
un
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PABLE VII

1949-1950 -
Cities  Average Daily  Average Daily  Percent
v ~ Membership = "Attendance
Douglas = = 551 : ‘ Shil 98.7
Winslow - 376 - 366 97.5
Yuma 95 - . 919 96.6
 Morenci 275 - 263 . 95,9
- Safford 372 355 95,3
Bisbee - 418 - 398 - 95,2
Miami k72 ' L7 - - 94,7
Globe S 2 i N . 389 - : 9.6
. Prescobt 601 - - 566 - 9L4.2
- Glendale 936 ' 868 . 92.8

Arizoma 26,977 25,651 - 95.1



CHAPTER IIX
THE EFFECT OF‘ABSENTEEISM ON PUPIL PROGRESS

From. surveys of investigations there has been noted a
‘high positive relationship between non-attendance and slow

progress. The investigators generally recognize that svch '

. a condltlon does not necessarlly 1mbly a cause- andmaffect

’Ar'relatlonshlpa Zlegler howevera ‘pointed out that poor at-

~ tendance should be regarded as a "danger 81onal of a eon-

1
dition to be investigated.” Odellrregognlzed that atten-

dance"apéééred to be a'factor\which‘affected;achievement

cin schoél but'stated it was "not so weighty a factor as

many had believed. W2 L. L-ACliftoh found‘that-pupils of
average 1nte111gence seemed to suffer a loss in achievement
»proportlonate to: loss of .time in school° ‘pupils éf Superibr
: 1nte111gence who wererlrregular lost‘much less in achieve= ‘

ment ; and irreguiar pupils of low I.Q. had‘much'greater

: loss An- achxevemento _

Edw1n D. Mart1n7s stuay revealed that there was con-
’81aerable relatlonshlp between non=attendance and poor or-

no marksz and that good attendance favored good marks in

1. C. 'WO'ZLleerg "School Attendance as a’ Factor in School :
" Progress,” Contributions to Education, No. 297, Tea=
cher?s College, 1928g Po 3§e

2. Co. W; 0'Dell, "The Effect of Attendancé Upon School -
'Achlevementg" Unlver51ty of Illinois Bulletin, Volume
20, : . o

- 3. Lo L. Cllfton5 The Relatlon of Attenaance to Achlevement
- in School Master?s Thesis, Un1vers1ty of Chlcago 193ho ‘
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, 1
pupil progress.

A detailed reVieW of the effiee file cards containing
 the semester grades for the students of Miami ngh School
revealed that a large percentage of the failures were by
students ‘with the more frequent attenqance during the
year°24 Some pupils whose grades were generally low were
found to have been absenﬁ ‘most often from'thosesclesses. -
in whlch they recelved the lowest. gradesa Bettef etten=t
~dance in- these classes would no doubt have raised the grade
level also. | |

Cubberley points dut that irregular attendance is an
lmpertant cause of retardatlon and p0351ble ultlmate elimi-
nation frem schoelo This, he showsg is because the 1rregu=~
lar‘pupii'becomee such a drag on the class, hlmselfs and
his ﬁeaeherﬂ, Also , truaney aﬁd tardinees are‘bad habits
and tend to undermine the‘discipline and moralerof a schoolo‘
it thus becomes ev1uent that careful attentlon must be vlvenr

to the matter of attendance and absenteelsmeb

Case Study of Attendance and.Scholarship,

During the investigation of the absentee problem, the

l;VrEdwin'D@ Martin, "™Some of. the Causes of Non-Attendance
- in a Junior High School.® School and Soclesy9 January
2L, 1942, Volume 55, pp. 112-115. '

.20‘ Miami ngh School Office File Cards» Offlce of the
‘ _Pr1nc1pal Mlami Ar:,l.zonao \

3, _Ellwecd P. Cubberley, The Prlnclpal and His School,
Houghton leflln Companys Gnapter X111, pe 2470
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Questi@n Cf mhat efi’fectvéttendanc_e9 good; poor, @f chr@nic -
hairup@n‘soholarship éeemed importaﬁt and fequifed an énf
,SWE?° .From the<absence‘log in the principal?s of fice and
from the office file cards showing thersemeéter,gfadés §f
the students in'question91a'éase study was set up'involving’
more than ten per cent of the student bodyel ‘ ‘

From the absence 1og all names of studencs vwho had
mlssed three perlods or less were secured. Twentv seven
- students were found to have had elther perfect attendanceS

or had mlssed only one,,\twoﬁ or three periods of school

- durlng the entlre year., Seven stuoents five glrls and

two boys, were credited with: no absences or perlods missed.
Of the twentyéseven,W1th goodnattendance, eleven were boys
| énd'sixteen wére girls. Thése students were separated by
classes, three were SenlorsD elght were Junlors» and five
 were from the Sophomore classo The rema;nder of the‘group_
were eleven Freshmeno | | _

From the sbsence log a 81m11ar number of students was
selected fr@m those who seemed to have had an abnormal num-
ber of absenceso2 A'llke number-of each class was matched

| with those hav1ng good attendance records, and a llstlng

was made as in Table VIII for the purpose -of show1ng the

1, Miami High School Office Files and Grade Cards, Office
of the Pr1n01pal Miami, Arizona,

 2o ,AbSence Leg (Files) of Miami High School Offlce of
© . the Principal, Mlaml , Arizonas
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s reletionship betweenjexceilent attendaﬁce andegocdvséhdier;
ship. Using the letters A and B as idenfifying Symbols7it
'wes found that the averege age of the A?s was 15.3 years
the average age for the B's was 15.7 yearse

From the office flle cardl the - semester grades for
the year were averaged by numerlcal sequenceg as 1 for an A,
2 for an A-, and down to 10 for a D, 11 for a D=, and 12
for failure. o o | _ |

Upon comparlng the number of absences of each group9
: many interesting developments were notedo ‘The 27 students .
of good attendance obtained a totel of 25.permits“andehed
missed only 32 periods of school during the year. This
was an~avefage of’nine=ﬁenths permits per student for the
better atﬁendihg students and an averege-of1133 periods
 missed. On the other hand the'students,of low attendance
obtaihed a»toﬁal of 19091,absences for the year»or_en
avefageﬁof-hd 4 ebsenceS'for each of the‘27 studentsoe
These 1,091 permits represented Iy, 859 perlods of school
tmlssed for an average ef h 5 class periods peressenceoAf

The 27 students of either the hlgh attendanee or the
low attendance group were 5.l per cent of the students
"reglstered and the respective total percentages showea the,‘
seriousness of the attendance problem among the_low atten-

'dance'groﬁpq,AThese chronic absentees accounted for 23 per-'

1. Absence Log (Flles) of Miami High School Office of the
Pr1n01pal Miami, Arzzonao '
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TABEE VIII

GOOD AND POOR ATTENDANCE AND iTs RELATION TO PUPET PROGRESS

students with High Attendance -

Siudent Permlﬁs Perlods Semester

9 Permlts per’ Studemt

1. 3 Perlods per Permlt

»(Averagesuin Parenthases)
AGES (average)
A = 15.3 years
5_° 15.7 Years

Studen%s with Low Attemdan@@

Sﬁudenﬁ Permlﬁs Perlods Semester

. .. Average = 7 Average
A-1 1 1 © Te6 - B=1 = 32 148 b4
A=2 1 3 6.1 ~ B=2 4;- 155 - .g:i
A=3 3 .  3 - _4.7 . B=3 38 110 2 -
o 5(.6) 7(104)f18q4(6°1)'. : 109(3693)4138c8) 1808(603)
) A“éﬂ l 1 208 - B=4‘ 50 174 05 . )
A-5 - O 0 7.0 . 'B=5 44 2747 8.4 .
A=6 - 1 1 ‘603 - B-6 32 176- 8.5
A= 0. 0 T 7.4 - B=T 28 166 804 -
A8 L T2 549 B=8 " 47 .. - 142 5.1
A9 1 3 2,5 ‘B=9 . 46 122 9.0
oA=10 2 2 —405 B=10 32 109 801
A<3  1  1. _8. B=11 _42
7(29) 0(1 3) 4405(5 6) 321(0.1) 1276(3 98) 61 8(7 7
o A=12 0 0 7.8 B-12 51 302 11.3
CA-13 1 1 ‘503, B-13 .27 156 8.3
A=14 1. 3 1.8 © B-14 . 38 110 3.9
A=15 1 1 600 . B=15 31 128" 9.8
A=16 1 A 1.4 . B-16 36 _130 6.2
. ‘4(08) 64(102:)_2.203(1405) o 183{3&@ 826(@ 39.5(T5 9)
A=17 1 1 1.8 B=17 31 220 6.6
A=18 2 2 2.9 B=18 5% - 174 9.6
- A=19 1 1 3.0 B=19 61 233 - 9.6
A=20. O 0 302 B=20 31 234. - 9.5
A-21 0 0 1.3 B=21  44- 246 5.6
_A=22 L 3 6.8 B-22 - 44 158 8.8
. A=23 0 0 3.6 B=23 = 26 214 7.0
A=24 1. 1 2.9 ©  B=24 47 195 - 7.
A=25 . 2 2 5.1 - B=25 26 173 6.9
h=26 1 1 8.5 B-26 43 174 %ol
- A=27 Q- 0 4.4 B=-27 - _68 323 9.8
. 9( 8) 11(1. 0) 4305(4 0) ‘ 472(4&9) 2344(4,97) 89.9(8.2)
Total 25( 9) 320 3) 3 7(4 o8) 1091004 485%4:5) 210(:0,(707)

. 40.4 Permits per student -
B 4.5 Periods per
Permlt

27 Equals5 47 of All Students

-25 Equals’ .5% of All Permits

32 Equals 1% of all Periods .
1091 EqualsZ}/ of All Permits

~ 4859 Equals17.7% of all Periods
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cent of the absences in Miami High School-andil7e7.per.cent
of all periods missed by all student s during the ?eafe The -
5.4 per cent of'high attendance. group were charged with -

~only one-half of one per’Cent ef.ail absences, and a small

one-tenth of one per cent of all the class‘periodeJmisSedofj]jg'

This @oﬂperisen'showedithat one -twentieth of the students
created an attehdanee,preblem byYCausing'elmoet'oﬁe%fourth o
of the absenees° The'Freshmen‘greup with low atten&anée ‘
had the highest average of abserices per student--42.9 per«-‘“‘
‘mits. The Sophomores of the hlgh attendance group had the
lewest per student absence, six-tenths of-one absence.
These Sophomores and Freshmen were: one= -tenth belOW'the hlghlwf
attenéance Junlors9 which group was hlgh.Wlth.nlnewtenths
of an absence per stueent as an averageo . The Seniors of
the 1ow attendance students averaged 36,3 absencesg three- .
.tenths better than the‘sephomoreso o ‘

By ratio of periode missed to number of students in
each of the four class g;rourps=»«=='F1:es]:1‘man5,Se;o]:xo‘ni;tore,7 Junior;*°i
andlseniorsetﬁe Freshmen of the high attendance students
VWereefound to be lowesfb This aﬁerage of one period per
éiudent’wes followed byvthe Sophomores, Juniors, and Sen-
iore, with gréde averagee of 1.2, 1.3, 1. 45 respeetivelyo
At the opposite extreme the Freshmen of the low attendance
mreup alse average more- perleds per absence w1th s 97 perlods
per permit, the Junlors w1th 3. 98 “and the Senlors wmth

308‘per;ods@
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'The sch@léstié'averége for fhé high5attendancé students_

of thls study was L.8 or a Mlanl ngh School mark of 2~
(B ). The students of the low attendance gr@up had a |
scholastlc average of 7 7 or . sllghtly above 3a2 whlch is :
~one grade p01nt below the grade avevage of the hlgh atten=.
dance students. None of the ‘high attendance gr@up wererf;
on the honor roll; only one of the low. attendance students@~.

The Freshmen of thls study had the hlghest sch@lastlc )
~average and alse the lowest, h 0 and 8.2, a dlfference of
'LOZ or one and onewhalf grade points. The three Seniors
had verylllttle difference in their scholastigfaveragesg
6.1 for the high attendance, and 6.3 for the low éttéhdance
'stddenﬁso‘ The Sophomorés of the betﬁér attendance studehts
had a Eo5'or a short‘B='fbr,a gra@é‘aﬁérége‘and the low
attendance Soph§mqresihad 7.9 @r a Q@’for~theif‘grade;aveef,
.rage@‘fThe Juniors were dividé@rby,tWQethirds of a grade
p@lnt 5.6 and 77 , 

Table VIII indicates that 5 of 8 stﬁdenﬁs with the
‘1a£gest numb er of ‘periods missed by the low attendance
groupfalQO'recelved the lowest grade averages. From-thé
offieé‘fécords it}was noted that am§ﬁg the students of
 this‘study'there &eré'tﬂo éiétérs of thé‘low‘attéhdancé
group. Who together had 86 absences amountlng to 271 perlodso;
ATheir grades were Gw and D for the yearo. A brother was
_Aabsent one perlod durlng the year3 whlle his 51ster Was
absent 51 times for a total of l74~p¢rlodso The_semester"

3 grades of these tWokstudenﬁs differédfonly'twéathirds ef
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a grade point@‘

"Therefore it was‘pbssible'to find a definite relation-
ship between gobd attendanée,and SCholarship; and also be= ‘
tween'poof'attendance and écholarship@ ’There were excéptions
 in some cases, but’the4findings in geﬁefal.would leaa_one to
state thét good attendance promotes better scholarship and,

conversely, poor attendance lowers scholarship.



 CHAPTER IV
THE MIAMI HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT

Location and . Type of GommunitY6 The school dlstrlct of

Miami 1s located in East- Central Arlzona at an elevatlon
of 3500 feet among the lower slepes on the north 81de of
the Pinal mountalnscl Mlmnl is fundamentally a copper
mlnlng town pOSSGSSIHg three large @opper mlnes with a
total assessed valuatlon of over thlrty mllllon dollsrso2
The populatlonvof the school district is nearly‘elght
thousand by the latest censw . State Highways 60- 70 pass
through Mlaml and the Southern Pacific rallroad has 1ts
terminal for the Bow1esBranch in Miami.

- Founded Octo'ber 11, 19095,3 Miani has developed as
have most copper mlnlng towns of Arlzonag hriving‘and
' bulldlng in times of prosperlsyvand hlgh metal prices and
thénj as‘might be expected, ebbing during timés of'depres=_
sion and mining ihactiVityg | | |

As has been true of other towns where mlnlng is the .

main occupatlon the pecple in Miami have been a transzent

Il@t,j although many an old timer can tell you that he was -

io. Mimni High School Green Book, School Year ofi950=510

,fzg .Annual Report of ¢ he Miami Copper Company and the
Inspiration Consolidated Copper GCompany for the year
ending December 31, 1949, _

"3, Arizona Silver Belt, October 9, 1909
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here before the townsite was bﬁiito_bA cresslsecﬁibn of the
 p@pu1étioﬁ.revea1s many levels of in00mé and education, and
’manybnationaliﬁiésa wiéh‘allittTe more than its sharerof '
‘broken homesg mlxed marrlwgesy bew1ldered cnzlaren end 51m1e
rlar tragedles brought on by dlfferences in the standards
-of 11v1ng®v It is to be expmctea that with tae new eonf1=l
-dence Whl@h the people have 1n the strength and the future
- oﬁnthelr city some of the above=mentloned tragedles may be :
erased. New homgs are belng bullt of materlals that are

permanento People are nOW'settllng thls area for reasons

‘:'_other than the capper mining, thus the' boys and glrls of

Miami in the future will have a feeling of ?érmanence-which
“those living there'nowvare‘far»fromiféelingo The #here today‘:
,aﬁd”gonevtomorrow”'éttitude of'our»hivhvschéol youﬁgsters |
“has a great deal to do with their 1nterest in school attenz f

dance and even. schoollng as a whole., -
Organization and~Program -

Departmentallzatlon° Miami High School became a member of

the North. Gentral A85001at10n of Colleves and Secondary

' 1

Schools in 1919 and has malntalned membershlp_gonﬁlnuouslyv
since that time. Thus the:organivation is éomparablé to

other schools in Arlzona in organlzatlon and standardse

N The Green Book Mlanl ngh School year bookg years'
' l9h9 1950° : ,
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.'7 The prlnclpal oLizhe chh School superv1ses the act1v1t1es
of the teacners and studentsg as well as all other personne?
under hlS dlrectlonav He reports dlr@otly to the super1n=
tendent as d@ all principals in,this schobl~systemo~

Miami ngh School employs a staff of nlneteen ﬁeachers
1

for 1nstructlon of pupllsa The . prlnclpal?s secrecary is

- employea as a full tlma clerlcal ald ana has no teachlng

dutles@

_PreSént Cburse‘gﬁ_Study at Miami High Séhool;
' Thé Miemi High Séhoél offersrthe:studeht a choice of
six father definite outlines of étudyo They are:2
,10  College Preparatory. (Professional, Liberal Arts,
Scien@esg etc,) For graduation: 127reqﬁired units and 4 |
elective uﬁitéq’ _“ — | |
2. General. (High school diploma of graduation.
Nonecollege‘prepéfatiéng) For graduatién: 8 reéﬁirédv
units and 8 elective units, | | ‘
| 3o 'Séiéntifi¢o (Proféséionalg nursing, engineéringi
medicine, dentisiry9 ste. ). For graduéiion: 14;required
units:and 2 elective units. ' | i
Lo Law and governménto (Gollege preparatory in 1aw2
_hlstoryﬁ political SClence9 economlcs» goverament service,
etc. ) For’graduatlons 12 required units and L electlve '

- units.

.1, Ibid.
2. Ibid.
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5, vO¢ationa1; (Tradeég home;mékings nbn=¢¢11egé°5 =
 For graduation: 12 required units gn& Auélectivé'units;

6. 'Commefce an& buéineSS§ ’(Noﬁncoilegeg»ﬁoéational;l
training for business émployméntg). For_graduétiqn: 13
réquired units ahd’B elecﬁiVé units,

Detailed organization of this outline is émitted here.,
Since“time or spaée does not permit ‘but the sélectidn and
plannlng of each student?s course Qf study in detall is
done tnrough co=operat1@n of parents, pr1nc1pal and stu=
dent. Guidance confer@nces are a very necessaTy parﬁ of

thls part of the Miami ngh School student's. schoollngo_

Guidance iﬁ Miami High School: No special employee is
used as a guidance éouﬁsélor or director énd-no.épecialr
guidance program is carried out, but such duties as ocecur
are'given-tO»the individual teachers, each ieagher being |
:,gncouraged to aid and assist the pupils as a group or in~

 :dividua1ly9 ’SﬁUdeﬁ£S‘are'assigned Home Rooms and a home

_Jféomvtéaqhérgwho-aCts'asfan;advisorg: Any actugl student
suidance which is done in Miami High School is done in -
the se home foom séssionss’while the’érincipal directsvany
information which may sérve as guidance to ﬁhe‘puﬁil over
“the interaegmmunication System@' A carefﬁlly Worked out
~gu1dance program would prove of immeasurable value if
started w1th the students no later than the Junlor ngh
_}Schoolvyears_and carrledicarelully,through thg seconaary

‘school .



CHAPTER V
ABSENTEEISM IN MIAMI HIGH SCHOOL |
Data Used in Study

Admittance Slips: The students of Miami HighlSchoel_

are réquireds upen returning to school following an ab-
sencegzto'report to thé‘prin@ipal?s office to Secure.a
classradmittance pefmito' Up@n this permlt slip the stu=
dent states the reason for being absent, tne date of abav
‘sences and the number of perleds mlssed after whlch hls
‘or her 81gnature is applied. If a n@te»from the4parents

- is brgught or-required'by the offiée this:is attached to
the orlglnal so the teachers may read 1t if they 80 de31reo
The admlttance slip is 51gned excused or unexcused by the |
prlnclpal or his representatlve9 then stamped with -the of- -
‘fice,timé clock. The offiée retains the*yellow duplicaté
fslipsbwhiéh is filed for future r@ferencee Each daylis

slips are placed”ih dated envelopes.
Method of Obtaining Data

~ The student presents the originalvadmittance.slip to
'ﬁhe teacher’of each class missed. The teacher may sign'the

admlt Sllp excused or unexcused at his or her awscretione

The last teacher to s;vn the @rlvlnal permlt genenallv
keeps the sllp and returns it to the prlnclpal?s office,
;These origlnal sllps are’ then flled with the dupllcateso

These admlttance sllpss or permlts? form the ba51s
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from Which this study was madegr In order to ciassify'the
students prior to tabulation of the material, a cb?y 65
the office fegistration cards Wasimadevfor éaéh student
regiétered during the 1949;195©'school‘yéaro From each
_;registrétion card it was possibié 0 obtain data pertain%
‘ 'iﬂ& e sexp age, class in high schooi date of birth, pa-
rent?s name, birth place, natlonallty'and occupatlonel
This 1nformat10n was used to segregate the students 1n‘to
age groupsﬁ Sex groups, classessiand elther English or
' Spanlsh origin. - |
| - An alphabetical list was next made of all the boys
show;ng age and grade,vthen anotnervwas made for the girls,
eachito be used for reference when tabulating the informa-
tion given on each Hadmit® slip@v~Thé<envelopes of "admit®
Aslips weré sorted and were 1éid.@ut Qhronologicallyo2 ~Each
- of these in turn was inspected and the admit® slips so "
separated that only tﬁe slips for .the one date were con-.
tained in each dated envelope: N | |
The "admlt” slips were again sorted, the orlglnals
” ard th@ dupllcates being - match@d as nearly as possible.
This procedure was necessary in order to give the several o
hundred duplicate slips the sam§ réasons that were contained'

in the notes which remaired attached to the original slips.

1. Registration cards for the year 1949-1950. Office files
_ of the Principal of Miami High School. :

2. Ibid.
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In addition each day's permits Wefe separated into groups

" of boys and girls to facilitate their use later.
Treatment ef‘Deta

Forms'ﬁSed: Tabulated‘forms were then devised‘to

treetibeSt the material in order to summarize the informa-
tion contained in 4700 admittance slips obtained by the
; studeﬁts of Miami High School du?ing the yearg Before
each day's slips were tabuiatedvthey were sorted into‘eight
groués of boys and eight groups of girls; these groups
ebeing one each for Seniors, Juniors, Sophpmoresiuend Fresh-
men boys of English origin, boys‘of Spanish origih» and
‘the same for the girls. |

Each sllp?s 1nformatlon was . llsted on its respectlwe
cla881flcat10n sheet by age, grad.e,9 reason for being ab- -
sent and the number of periods mlssed whlle absentol 'Thev;
sllps of each day were tabulated on a single llne of thelr
respectlve sheet each sheet contalnlng those of one calen- ,[
dar’montho Therefore nlne calendar months, elght groups of
" boys, and e;ght of girls accounted for 14hktabulated sheets.
Fach of the tabulated-sheets was totaled, giving.for each
column the number of class "admit" slips for each’ age group
1ssued durlng thet month , the number issued for each reason
for absence and the total number of periods missed during

the month.

1. Admlttanee SllpS and ﬁnvelopes from Mlaml Hlbb School,
Year of 19@9 1950, -
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The t@tal‘number of .admit permits‘of each ménth for
each classification wés listed on a summary sheet to give
the yearly total for éach'gr@upo There are sixteen of these
summary sheetsg four of mhlch are represented by Tables |
IX, X XI and XIII.

At this p01nt the number of boys.and girls for each
age group in each grade were determlned from the copies of
the reglstratlon cardsol Also the percentage of each number
in. relation to‘the'tctalrnumber was figured. For examples
- 31.8 per cent of the Senior glrls were 16 years of age; or,
'46 per cent of all boys 1n Mlaml ngh School during the year
were of Spanlsh orlglno _

The totals of the summary sheets for the two main
grovps of boys, those of English origin and Spanish origin,
"‘and those grouped 31mllarly for the girls, comblnea to glve
a new summary, by months, as shown on Tables X and XI. On
the summary SEeeté/fbr thé year the percentage of excuses
obtained by eéch agé‘grgup and by each grade group were de"==
.,termihedo -Also the percentages fcr'the'periods missed in
relation to the total number’for boys and for girls were
calculated. L

A summary $heetfby~ménths for the;year (includihg’the
relativé pércenﬁages)'was~made for all boys and for all
girls iﬁ'schdbla 'Seé Table IX. These summaries for boys

and for girls were combined into a complete summary for

1. Miami High School Files of Attendance, year 1949=500
Office of the Principal, Miami High School. .



the yeero Pefcehteges for each-month and for each celumn
of the age and grede groups were calculateao The tetals
for the entire year were flgured for all columns, including
the perloas m:.ssedo |
In tabulating the reason‘for'absences it was necessary

- for clarity and brevity to limit the number of columns.
.This_was done by combining some of the related reasons.
The individual number'of reasone would have numbered over
one hundred much too unwieldy a list for the tabulation
sheete See Table IXar ' _

; Sickness. and 1llness were often used synonymously by
' Studenpsy'and sueh:excuses as "a stomach ache™ were listed
in the column headed sickness;‘While a more serious disease
was listed as an illness; Girl's absences were more often
listed under sickness rather then illness, but if personal
reasons were given on the excuse‘ﬁhen they were listed as
such. | |
| - Any reason that ﬁee confined to the head, such as ear-
ache, nose bleed, or aching eyes<waeflisted under heedacheo
‘ Many excuses were termed eccidents since they could be
traced to unexpected 01rcumstanceso"RepresentatiVe of tbis
'type were Spralns, broken bones, and torn clethlngo
' - The column headed "App01ntments“==See Table 1Xm=1nclum_
ded,those excuses listed as medical doctorss dent ists
future employers and the dispensary staff. |

* The heesehold chores column included every excuse in -

any connected with helping at home. Representative of these
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| éhores were “baby‘sittingsﬂ fixing water pipes»" and
"running errands." "

| Absences becéuée of work'héd>ﬁo'be liéted under tﬁo
separate headings. Several boys worked regularly:oh Fri-
“days and had obtained work permits in advance enabling them
to remain away from classes on‘ﬁhdse days provided their
class work was kept up. Other children simply stayed éut
indiscriminatelj whenever the occasion arose enabling them
to'obtain some-spendiﬁg money for a few hour59 work., -

The coltmn headed "personal bUSIHGSSw 1ncluded the |
’most brazen of ell reasons for class absences: such 1tems
as."personal reasons ;¥ "bu51ness down town,” "shopping"
Vor sllght variations were 1ncludea hereo |

Mlscellaneous reasons whlch dld not seem to th under
any of the spec1al columns_were 51mply‘llsted as-“other

reasons . ¥

Statistical Summary

In a sﬁatistical summary of all 498 students regis-
tered in Miami High School during,the year,; there were_QAO
boys and 258 girls. Of these, 158 were Freshmeﬁ- 130 were
‘Scphomoresg 115 were Junmuc’s‘9 and 96 were Senlorss |

Admission permlts were tabulated'fpr 174 da'yse It
was found that 4,696 eieuées'orrpérmits'were’issuedo Thé
27,441 periods missed represented by theseﬂpermitsréQualsA
4 577 -school days attendanceo‘  E ’  o

The average number of" permlts per day was 26 99o

This‘means_an average,@f,Eoé per cent of the students re=
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ceived absence or T"admit® slips eaéh day. The permits ;
taken from the offlce averaged 157, 71 periocds per day or
5.84 periods per excuse 1ssued ‘ (See Table IX.)

A survey of the ages of puplls revealed that anyone
of the age groups or the class groups did not vary more
"than 2 b per centEQSee Table IX-=between the percentage
of eaeh cla851flcatlon‘and\the percentage of permits is-
sued. This was also true‘of.the percentages fér the

~grades of pupils.
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‘ .The summafy'seemslto indi@ate that ény probiem of +
absenteeism wésvuniformly,distributed améng all ages of
student s and all grades classified. Some of the per-
f'céntagesrvéried within'éach>column from month. to.m@nth
durlng the year, only a feW'changlng more chan h or 5
per cent. ’ ‘ ’ /

Table IX alsé reﬁeals the fact that the‘number'ofr
‘permits issued inereased from monﬁhlﬁo-mogth dufing the
.schd@l year. Referring to the excuses relating to sick-
k‘hess it may be cbncluded that the pupils“ health reéerves,
“bﬁilt ﬁp duf{ng‘vacétioh were gradually.drﬁined and more |
ylllness resulted durlng later months of schooio It is

81gn1ficanb to note also that unexcused absences decreased
in number or percentage of permits eaqh_month during the'
vyéaro ‘ ' |

There were 1319 permlts obtalned for reasoné of 81ckm
ness, or 28, l per cent of all permltso The;792 permlts -
for 111ness, or~16@9 per eent» plus those found'for cold
and headaches made the total of 2 496 or 53.2 per cernt .
All these permlts were fer reasons of ill health of the
students. Added to these reasons were those obtalned‘for_
»such,éxcuées as "part of familyvill W 33w the doctor,”
"had an app01ntment " and "went to the dlspensaryo” These~
aocounﬁed for a total of 3 062 permits or 65, 2 per cent. of
all permlts for illness or medlcal reasons. Thls leaves
3k, 8 per cent £o be dlstrlbuted among the other reasons given
by the studentso »Absence'fof household chores and working

made up 13.2 per cent of the remaining excuses.









CHAPTER VI
HEALTH AS A FACTOR IN’NONmATTENDANsE

Numerous 1nvest1gators have reported COﬂSlstently
vthat illness of the child is %"the most potent single
cause® of nonattendance at school. ' A rev;ew of this
problem of health as & factor in nonattendance finds a
large number of inveﬁﬁigators concurrlng w1th the above
- report. |

| o 2
-Van Loan and Williams faund in their stucy that the
| largest number of absences was caused by 111nessa This
was als@ true ef Miaml ngh School students’, since 53 per.

-~

cent o; al 0 ; 1t¢ were 1ssued for reasons of lllness or

By

‘related Teﬁm@? """ such as stomaoh=ache9 cold, and headache-.

In whaﬁ way does 111 health operate as a factor agalnst -

attenaan669‘ The phy31cal condltlon of the student greatly
'effects hls 1earn1ng ablllty and those act1v1tles necessary
«%o»the m@dern educetﬂonal process. A student with fever»
chills, or in a state. of exhaustion, receives llttleﬂ if
'anyﬁ beneflt from classroom actlvrtles0 There is danger
Znot only to the student hlmself but - also té his cémpaﬁions
or assoc1ates through contaglon and 1nfectlono. »

The factor of 1llness in absenteelsm plays an 1mportant

i 1. Arch O. Héck "School Att@ndance," Review of qucat10n31 
’ Research, Vol 3, PP- ‘86a93 Year 1933,

2, Van L@an and'W1111am59 Junior High School Bullptih9
1940=41; Van Porc; Oreg@n5 "Relation of Absences to
Illnesseﬂ '
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role in determining the amount of.nonattendanée by'students;
Van Loan and Williamsl reported in'their study that 84 per
cent of absences were related to illhéSsg In the investiaj;
gaﬁibn of absenteeism in-Miami High School, the tabulations
revealed that 53.2 per gehtAof the pérmits were_iSSued for
reléted illnesses of‘the studeHESQVBGS.per cent for illneséi
in the family and a total of'65021§er cent fof illnessvér
medical treatmenio

- In the" treatment of the data from the permlt slips,
no attempt Was made to check the rellablllty of the note ”'"

or reason glven by the student or parent for the absence

. of ;he‘studentq-vif a student brought a note stating "Ill- =

nesssn‘pf Wﬁeeéed“at homé"(éé-the‘excuse» the aufhenticityﬁ
of thé excuse was not oftéﬂ cbhtested; No individual cases
‘wefe invéstigated for any pr©of of réiiability fbrithis '
study . _ : | |
The‘summaryvéf all students reVealS'that lBlé or 26,1
per cent of the'gléss permits obtainéd were for sickness:
‘~692 or 16,9 per cent were for illﬁéss? 48 per ceét were for:‘
colds and 3.5 per cent for headachesa Medical’caré made-
up 8 5 per cent of all permits. This figure may be aboﬁe»
'tnat»of,some other sch@olsa 51ncebthe Gopper Companies in
Miamifméintainba’hospitéifand doctors who c&fe’f@f-all em-.
ployees and.their,familiés;‘ | |

The boys were absent from school]ibBé times or 22 pér

1. Van Loan and Williams, Junior High School Bulletln,
“Flndlngs in- Absences # Van Ports Oregon, 1940 L1,
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cent of all ébséﬁces'fof illness. Girls obtained 1460
permits for reasons 6ffillnessg'or 31 per cent of all
‘permits. This différénce of 9 per cent is enough to indi-
cate that giris are ﬁore’inclined fo be out of school for
‘reasons of 111ness than are boys. The evidence in the
Wadmlt“ permit Slle showed that the girls were also ab-
sent for longer perlods of time for each absence of 111a.
ness than were the boysol | |

. Approaching'the health factor from the racial angle
it was found that thé‘SpaniShespeaking students, numbering‘
33.5 per cent of all studentsg secured 915 permits for
-reasons of 1llness or a percentage of L? & per cent of all
permlts of this type. Thls_ls 1L per cent\mpre than the
‘Aaverage 6f'the étudent b@dy3jaISufficient difference to
_stétéywifh éomé fesérve; that the Spanish;speaking pupils
éré more affécﬁedf%y heaithléonditions than are other stu- ..
dents;< The summaries reveal that the season of the‘year
“had little or no effeét upoﬁ the number of reasons for ill-
ness used in the class pefmits; Table XIT iﬁdicates that
the month of Janvary showed an increase of nearly 5 per cent
over the previous'month»of‘December; and still more over
February. This fact‘shows winter months and cold weather
afford né more disadvantage'tO'schooi'attendance for causes

of illness than)does any other month.

1, Miami High School Offide;Files;~Attendance Records.
- Office of the Principal, Miami, Arizona.
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" The month of May, wiﬁh,BlS permits obtained for ill-
v nesss or SSOl_per cent of the permitsiiSsued, Wés high
in absencés for the school year,

‘Table XII also reveais a steady increase in the per-
- centage of permits for "illness,” especially during the"
last four months of the school year. This was not true of
~ the fizst‘monthS of the Veafs where the percentages‘bf'
pefmits for illness remained reasoﬁably constanﬁoA

. No attempt was made to’segregate‘the amounts of ill-
‘ néss'as‘reason fbr abSences and its relation to the reSw‘

pective age groﬁps of boys or girls. From the earlier

~tabulation sheets and summaries, there seemed little vari- .

ation among the ages of students to>indicate‘that one age
group of either sex was absent more often than any other

groupa



TABLE XII

ADMITTANCE PERMITS FOR ‘ILLNE_SS ‘BY MONTHS

Month, a . Number of .Pefcent of

‘ : : Permits o Permits
. Septembere;1 S -181 ‘ . 47,1
October s 259 o 52,9
 November - 257 A | 52.9 -
December . 177 - 51,5
January 307 o 56,2
February - 28 50.7
 March _ | , 369 | : 52,0
April R TV 51,6

- May | | 318 - 58,1

TOTAL 2,496 . 53.2



CHAPTER VIT

SOGIAL AND ECONOMIC BACKGROUND AS A FAGTOR IN
‘ NON=ATT7NDﬁNCE

Inrhis réviéW'Gf researgh'dealing with school atten-
dance in 1936, Heckl discerned a change in attiﬁude with
respect to what'seemed to be the chief cause of nonatten-
dance. In contrast to earlier studies» more recent ones
“tend to emphasize the significant facﬁor of big social.
"-problems as causes of'nonattendance‘réther than such spe-
~cifics és*illnesss work, and the like. }Parental,negléctv>

.or home conditions recur as causes in more recent investi-
gatibhse It was pointed out by Heck that éauses such as -

: parental negligénce or indiffexencéD parental stupidity or
ignorance, the economic céndition of thevhom;e3 péfeﬁtal
greed, and a failure to adapt the school to the needs of
the child were pointed to as the real factors back of non-
attendance.

- From the regisération cafds copied in the principal's
office, it was noted that a con31derable number of the stus
 dents gave parents? names other tnan those of themselvese2
This generally 1nd1eated that the home had been broken at
some time and_had’been reéestablishéd by the moﬁher remarry-

)

ing. A few gave guardians instead of parents names to show

1. 4, O. Heck, ¥School Attenaance " Review of Educatlonal
Research Vol. 9, Ppo 161-69, YeaT 1939.

2, TFiles of the Mlaml High School Reglstratlon Cardse
Office of the Principal.
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further disruption of home life.of parenté for therétu%,[r_,
dents. - E

Within soms of the homes it was noted and also ngiowri
that one of the parents was absent by reasons of death,
divorce, or d:‘Ls’man'bemp‘D’.‘Loymen"o‘0 This faétor oftén‘iécéssi=
tated §he absence of ﬁhe~studeht,fr@m schoo1 classes tqtr
work for financial support of the householdg eépecially
dufing emergencies or illnessQ Manyjtimés'these absences
~ could be traced to pobf-management or indifference térthe
1mportance of school attendance, because certaln activities
Were performed on Frldays when they could have been accom»v
plished by Waiting_until_the week-end: or the same studentvv
becaﬁe‘én absentee on Monday morning to perform duties that
could have been accompllshed on the Weekaendgl

The data at hand showed that 1n many cases the studenbsi,
were members of laroe families, numberlng as many as ten or
more to.the famllyo The children of these families were
absent from school often and caused considerable irregula-
rities ih their attendance records. In these large families
it is often necessary for the older glrls to assist with
the household chores, stay with the 51ck2 or do the Shopplng0
Boys are often,called upon to find odd- JObS to suoplement
the family 1ncome to run errands, furnlsh transDOFtatlon3
’and even perform household duties as- mentloned for the girls.,

1
Acqordlng to Edwmn D, Martin, -in the study of-”Some

1; Edwin D. Martin, ”Soﬁe of the Causes of Non-Attendance
in a Junior ngh School,;" School and 8031ety9 January
24» 1942 Vol. 55, ppo llO lllo. '
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Gauses of Noneattendance in a Junior High School  pupils
whose parents had not attalned an educatlon above the eighth
gfade ‘graduation had more- nonattendance than those with
high school or college education. No check or case studies
were made for the purposevof this etﬁdy of‘absenteeism in
~ relation to the educational or social background of the
parents of the students of Miami High School, buﬁvthrough
five years»of teaching in the district» through.mény per-
sonal contacts, and acquaintaﬁces with the parents; there
is a 51m11ar1ty between the conditions in Mlaml and those
"ln Houston Texas, as found by Martlnol

. The compulsory attendance laws in effect offwset.much |
of the nonmattendance in the elementary schools whlch might
be attrlouted to factors IeTatlng to the econ@mlc status
of the family of the student 1nellned to be non-attendor.
As the compulsory aﬁtendance laws put very 1ittle.preseure
'onvhigh school students, there‘is ept to be more cases of
noneéttendance‘invblving economic circumetaneeso |

It has beeﬁ.notedAat'the beginning of the school year

that many boys and girls of high school age do not have(the
money’to'buy boeksﬂ ciethes» and other neeessities to carry
‘out, the full semester of high school. .In cases of this
kind, the studeht does not affect absenﬁeeism, but non-

enrollment as was defined_earlier'in this study. The above

1. Ibid., pp. 110-111.
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'viS'alsohtrueAwith»thOSe students who find it'neceésarj to
drop from the‘rollsAfor ecénqmic réasons or who leave the
:district becauserthe family wage earher is seeking and
perhaps finding employment out of the district.

As was not ed in the summaries of the 1nvestigation;
the boys monopolized the amount of permits secured forr
feasoné of working, 293 pérmits fqr’boys, ahd‘l}vfor”the
girls. This might indicate that the girls did not attemp£,
wbrking dufing school time for’finaﬁciél aid. It is re=-
Hcalled that some glrWS worked after school and on week ends
‘and were less 1nc11ned to take school time for worklnge
| Apparentlys too, tne glrls were more often called upon
to aid at home with the household chores during school hours
than were~bOYS sinée'the number of such excuses'tbtaled
182 for the glrls9 131 for the boys@v However , this number’

for bOYb was still more than mlght normally be exnectede



CHAPTER VIII

CONTRAST OF ATTENDANCE RECORDS OF SPANISH=SPE£KING
STUDENTS WITH THE RECORDS OF ALL STUDENTS

In this study vaabsenteeism in Miami High School
it was'desifed'to determine the relatidnship Spanish-
'speaking students had té atténdanCe aﬁd to‘absenteeism;:

’Of thé.h98 sﬁudents in Miami High School, ‘167 Were
701&851fled as Spanlshwspeakvng or of Spanish orlglna, There
were 87 boys and 80 girls 1ncluded in thls classiflcatlono
‘Miami>School'Distr;ct‘ls a copper mining center 1n‘the |
.'Southwest where large nﬁmber of SpaniSb=s§eakihg kmericans
are employed or in business. This accounts for‘théklarge
number of Spanlshespeaklng students enrolled in the hlgh
schoolo _

Tt waé revealed through the comparison of Tables IX |
and XiII thatuthe Spanish=speaking students were‘older for
thelr grade mn school than were other students0 A1l the
19 and 20 year aged students were Spanlshuspeaklngs‘and B
two=th1rds of the 18 year old students were in this groupe
The lh year on Spanlsh speaklng students had the gfeatest
excess of admlttance permlts over any other group of elther'
'ClaSSlflCaﬁlOﬁ with 7.3 per cent more permlts than the
- average fow the groupo' The four 20 yoar old students were
2 per cent above the average number of permlts and accounted

for 82 absences or. 20.5 each for the year@
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<As-was indicated in Chapter VI on "Health as a Factor
in Non=Attendanee3W there were 915 permits for illness
obta*ned by Spanlshuspeaklng students, or L47.8 per cent of
the class admlttance permltso Thls compares favorably )
with Table IX showing 53.2 per cent of all students. How-
ever, these 915 permits represented 39.8 per cent of ali
permits, which was 6.2 per cent more than the English-
speaking students. The Spanishcspeaking,sﬁudents averéged_
.11646>permits per individual in contrast. to 9®43_permits"..
for(allstudentse ‘This is a significant enough difference‘
to state that Spaniéhwspeaking students account for.éEGQe
a reasonable portion of the non-attendance problem. -

- Five per éent'of the permits; or 96, were for reasons
Qf'”Pért of Family I1l," which is one and»aneahalf.per cent
ovef thekallastudent,percentage@ This might indicate_more
illness at home or less ability to ha&e trained nursing;
 care., These students secured half of ﬁhe ?ermits for goihg
to thewdispensary although-comprisiﬁg~onlyrone=fhird of the
stﬁdentsg This ageln shows a greater ‘tendency to 111 health
on the part of the Spanlshaspeaklng groupo '

The number of absences due to worklng permits reveals
that Ehe Spanlsh speaklng students found it necessary to
have JObS during school. tlmeo The 62 permits were f;ﬁty
per . cent of those 1ssued5 all but’fiﬁe_of Which*were;ﬁj,:
boysa vIn simﬂar‘féshioﬁ the ‘absence for working'ﬂwithont
a permlt" were greater for the Sbanlsa speaklng studentso

There Were 115 of - this type for the Spanlsh=speak1ng groupsg
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and 67 for the English-speaking group. ‘The economic factor
- is thus emphasized'here fbr the students of Spanish origin.

"The comparlson of tables also shows that the Spanish -
speaklng students did not have as large a number of perlods
per excuse average as did the entire student body, which‘
Would'indicate that the Spaﬁish«speaking'student returns to
‘school sooner after an absence than do the ungllsh speaking
studentso'

The number.of days lost because of absenteeism involves
a consideréble sum.of monéy when multiplied by'thevyévenue
rates for the sﬁate and ééunty for schoolzapportiOnméntfof
‘fundsgl Thé»étatevaid amount of $91.47 per averégé daiijf, 
attendance for 19h9 comes £c'52'cents per day per student.
The county’févénue per.day wés 11 centée> These rates mﬁl«
tipliedkby ibe-49577 days of absence by the students ofrb
Miémi High‘Sohool'amounts‘to:$29380‘f6r Stéte aid and
$4,03 for county aid, all of which was é loss to the school
district. This sum of money indicates'the seriousness of

xcessive absences by the students of any school.

1. State Department of Publlc Instructlon Flnanc1sl Rep@rt
to Superzntendemt “of Schoolsﬂ 1949,




CHAPTER IX
GONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Gonclusibns:.'Both-prevention and remedial measures merit

discussion‘iﬁ any consideration of school attendance.
However, the factors related to nonattendance must be
‘known before preventien or remedy.can effectively be ap-
plied. -

From the trehds’in attendance in Miami High School,
‘Gila County, and:in Arigzona, it mayfbe‘conéluded«that.the
amounts of'absenteeiSm in Miami:High School is éf serious
.~enough magnitude to requlre further study and have remedmal, B
measures effectlvely applied, 7

From‘the‘treatment of the>data it may'elso be conclu=
ded that illness contrlbuted to-the greatest extent of the
absences for. the school year l9h9 19500

It was further revealed that the sociél andveconomiev
factors effectedrthe attendance not out cf-prdportion to:
“the avenagee found,in the investigation of aESenéeeism in
Mlaml High bchoelg |

| The absenteelsm of the Spanlshmspeaklng students

showed a larger percentage of absence than the average for
the entire- hlgh echool |

,Recommendatlonsé Based upon the preceedlng 1nvest1vat10n

of absenteeism in leml’hlgh School and from extensive
research on the problems of absenueelsm - several recommend-

“ations are presentea here. Any recommendatlons that can



58

‘be specifically stated for improving attendance is limited
to the available persennei-and resoufcés‘of the adminiStfa=. 
.‘tioﬁ applied to ﬁhoée school situatiéns which éhow the great-
est need. Since the.chronic absentee may be ﬁore difficult
to cure of his atﬁendénce,pfoblemthhan will be the truant,

I have heré based most ofrmy recommendations . |

1. There should be established a part-time or full-
tims healﬁh service program for the high school, employing
a schooldnurse97and such other‘medical servicéé_és seem -

- practical and expedient, : |

2. A program of parental educationvin relatiénvto
ﬁhe causes, remedies, and the'importaﬁbeiof noh=éttendance
" should be initiated 'in the district.

30' The development of allied services should be en-
couraged such as closer student counsélinggygreater tea-~
cher visitation in the homes; éspecially in thdse homes of{
the absentees. | |

| u&; 'The officérs in chaﬁge of attendanece should'adhere
mofe closely %o thevrules of attendance set up for the high
school. 'This would'inciude a closer SHrvéillance'of thé
noté$ and excuses given for reasons of ncnattendancés

5. Case studies of a number of individual students
should be.made'to4defefmine the reliability of_nbtes and
Avverbal exduses presented by the‘étudents upbn feturning to
school. | _ :

6. Greater.stréss~u§¢ﬁ'the daiiy'atﬁehdanee in the
~ classroom should be made by the~individual teééherjin’whcse;

‘class the chronic absentee is enrolled.
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