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: ; /■ ‘v   ̂ ; : ; ih tro dug tio n

-v -For :tlae-:pui^pos© o f  t h i s  e ssay p  i t  would seem "best to  ’ ;

s t a t e  my aim s i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  an  o r i g i n a l  o i l  . p a in t i n g  ’

o f  a  l a n d s c a p e  i n  p a r t i a l  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n ts  

f o r  t h e  d e g re e  o f  M a s te r  o f  A r t s  ,,; ::;b: . • ' ‘

is 'to t a k e  a segm ent o f  n a t u r e  and  to  red u q e  ' 

i t  t o ' s i m p le r  o r d e r « My' i n t e n t  i s  to  c r e a t e  b rd e rp  y e t  

to  r e t a i n  a  sem b lan ce  o f  r e a l i t y  so t h a t  one may r e c o g n iz e  

t h e : s u h l e e t  m a t t e r  o f / t h e  p a i n t i n g o  I t  i s  n o t  my p u rp o se  

to  a b s t r a c t  th e  s u b j e c t  to  t h e  f u l l e s t  e x t e n t ,  a l t h o u g h  

a l l  wOrks o f  a r t  have  d e g r e e s  o f  a b s t r a c t i o n  to  be s u r e 0 

However,. I  h o p e s t h a t  o n e ,  on:- l o o k i n g  a t  t h i s  p a i n t i n g s  

w i l l  n o t  t h i n k  i t  m e re ly  a  n a t u f a l i s t i e  copy  o f  n a t u r e ? /

I  h av e  s i m p l i f i e d  and  e l i m i n a t e d  much o f  th e  c h a o t i c  d e -  

I t a l l  t h a t  .n a tu r e  a lw ay s  p r e s e n t s  o 7 :1  ̂h av e  ■ changed, p o e i t i o n s  

o f  ro c k s  to  l e a d  th e  eye; i n  and  - o u t  o f  th e  p i c t u r e  sp ace  „

The r e s u l t ,  I  h o p e , -■ h a s  b e e n  a  m ore  p l e a s i n g  arrangem ent®



' , ■. •: ; .; ^CHAETER  ̂ L "

: ;■ ; Let;’' u i  s t a r t  a t  t h e b e  g in n in g  o My f i r s t  s t e p  was

‘ to  cho ose  a  p rob lem ^ S e v e r a l  t h i n g s  o c c u r r e d  to  me*- ; : ,

.. : f i . t ; ' f i r s t , 'Z  th o u g h t  I  m ig h t  l i k e '  to  d e lv e  i n t o  t h e  p ro b lem s  v  

; o f  p r o d u c in g  a r t  work s u i t a b l e  f o r  t h e  r e p r o d u c t i o n  procr- -

:V: ■ e s s e s ;0' Then I  th o u g h t  X m ig h t  l i k e  to  work b u t  a  p ro b lem

i n  p o r t r a i t  p a i n t i n g *  F i n a l l y 9 howeverg w ith , th e  h e lp  o f  

Prbfejssor'■;j&.)ade;r s o ;n J)-- we d e c id e d  t o  t u r n  to  a l a n d s c a p e  : /

; p a i n t i n g  i n  o il®  I n  p r e p a r a t i o n s  - I  was to  make many

s k e tc h e s  i n  w a te r C o lo r  a s  w e l l  a s  d e t a i l e d  n o t e s  i n  p e n ■ -

■ , - and i n k  o r  p e n c i l  1 " v ' :v.;f .:v.’  ̂- ■ s

A f t e r  c h o o s in g  t h e  problem ^ my n e x t  s t e p p b e s i d e s  ;

m aking th e  s k e t c h e s  and; d r a w in g s ^ ; was t o  c h o o se  a- s u i t a b l e  

• • s u b j e c t  f o r  t h e  l a n d s c a p e  i n  Oil® C hoosing  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r

i s  h o t  t h e  .c o n ee rn  o f  p a i n t e r s  o f  n o n - o b j e c t i v e  a r t s b u t  i  

- my p u rp o se  was to  p i c k  so m e th in g  t h a t  w ould  b e }t y p i c a l  o f  i 

: 1 t h e  S o u th w e s te rn  t e r r a i n » " ' : i  "-"h i-Q ■ - i - -"'

. On -eve ry  Sunday e x c u r s io n  I  h a d  t a k e n  my s k e t c h i n g

b  ; b  i n  t h e  hope  o f  c a t c h i n g  a n ; i n t e r e s t i n g

.ht -X c o m p o s it io n o  Arizona l a h d s e a p e  was a  c h a l l e n g e  and a  .

f a s c i n a t i o n  t o  me b e c a u s e  i  h a v e  s p e n t  m ost o f  my l i f e  i n  

' a v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  s o r t  o f  c l i m a t e  and t e r r a i h v  The

: - :  M ic h ig a n  c o u n t r y s id e *  where I  p r e v i o u s l y  r e s i d e d /  h a s  a

■ - . d i f f e r e n t  l i g h t  q u a l i t y p and th e  -g ree n s  o f  t h e  t r e e s  u - ;



and la n d  a  r e  more i n t e n s e  and lu s h o  One c e r t a i n l y  c a n n o t

t h e ^ .g n e a t i d i s t a n c e s  and p an o ra m ic  v iew s t h a t  A rizona- ; :> 

p r e s e n t s  c O f / c o u r s e  m o u n ta in s  and  p a c t i  w ere new to  me 0 . .;

The g r e a t  d i s t a n c e s  d i s t a n c e s  :c r e a t e d . a  p ro b le m  i n  com- 

p o s i t i o n  c o n c e a l in g  t h e  f i n d i n g  o f  . enough, f o r e g r o u n d  and .. 

m id d le  d i s t a n c e -  ohjecta^^^ W  make a s a t i s f y i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t0: 

S a g u a ro s  a lo n e  may i n d i c a t e  d i s t a n c e  by a p p e a r in g ,  s m a l l e r  

and  s m a l le r^  p u t  t h e y  do n o t  p r o v id e  enough i n t e r e s t  f o r ;  

a  p l e a s i n g .  c o m p o s i t io n  i n  t h e m s e lv e s e

The S p a n is h  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  A r iz o n a  i s  I n t e r e s t i n g , ^

1 had  done a fe w  s t u d i e s  o f  San  X a v ie r  M is s io n  and  d i s -  : 

c o v e re d  how; h a r d  i t  i s  to  d e p i c t  t r u e  c o l o r  v a lu e s  on the. -

'tim e-w orn- adobe w a l l s  The sun  i s  c o n s t a n t l y  c h a n g in g  -

- i t s  p o s i t i o n s  - th u s  a l t e r i n g  th e  shadows a n d  r e f  l e c t e d  

l i g h t  'S u r f a c e s ,  Hot o n ly  t h a t g  b u t  th e  p e r s p e c t i v e  i s  

com pllca .tedo  I n  c o n n e o t lo n  w i th  t h l s 9 1 1 would Seem to  ■ ' j i

be b e s t  t o  c a r e f u l l y  compose and d raw  th e  p i c t u r e  one , : i  

d ay  and to  Come b ack  th e  n e x t  d a y  to  add th e  c b lo r o  I t : ; .  : -

t a k e s  two d a y s  to  become a c q u a in t e d  w i th  th e  s u b t l e  c o lo r  . 

and va lue , n u a n c e s  t h a b  change on th e  w a l l s  o f  h i s t o r i c  - 

Bah X a v ie r  o ' - > - : \ . - :;v

S ab in o  and B ear  Canyons o f f e r  a w e a l th  o f  m a t e r i a l , ,

The p ro b le m  i h  e a c h  I n s t a n c e  i s  t o  s i m p l i f y  t h e  g r e a t  

amount o f  c h a o t i c  d e ta i l ; . ,  t h a t  c o n f r o n t s  th e  e y e .  T h is  is .

, n o t  e a s y  to  do u n l e s s  a  c o n s c io u s  e f f o r t  i s .  made to  s e e  

o n ly  t h e  p l a n e s  and l a r g e  volum es i n  s p a c e .  The p i c t u r e s q u e '



q u a l i t y  o f  a lm o s t  e v e r y  nook and c ra n n y  o f  B adino  Canyon 

d e t r a c t s  t h e  p a i n t e r  f ro m  h i s  b a s i c  p u rp o s e ,  i  <,0. o r g a n ­

i z i n g  p i c t u r e  s p a c e ,  b o th  tw o - d im e n s io n a l ly  and  t h r e e -  

d i m e n s i o n a l l y 0

As a  f i n a l  word a b o u t  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  p e rh a p s  i t  i s  

j u s t  a s  w e l l  to  lo o k  r i g h t  i n  y o u r  own b a ck  y a r d  o r  n e ig h ­

bo rhood  c I f  one r e a l l y  lo o k e d ,  a  s t o n e  c o u ld  be  worked 

i n t o  a  l a r g e  im a g in a r y  c o m p o s i t i o n 0 I t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  , 

to  t r a v e l  m i le s  f o r  you w i l l  n e v e r  f i n d  th e  p e r f e c t  sc e n e  

i n  n a tu r e o  I t  i s  up to  t h e  a r t i s t  t o  t a k e  w hat n a t u r e  

p r e s e n t s . a n d  to  c r e a t e  f rom  i t  a  work o f  a r t = Some o f  th e  

s m a l l e s t  t h i n g s  i n  n a t u r e , a  l e a f ,  a  t r e e  t r u n k ,  a  s t o n e ,  

a  b u sh ,  c an  be t h e  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t s  f o r  a  b e a u t i f u l  p a in t i n g o  

N a tu re  i s  e v e ry w h ere  c h a o t i c ,  so t h e  a r t i s t  m ust c r e a t e  

o r d e r  and b e a u t y p

A f t e r  g e t t i n g  t h e  f i r s t  h u r d l e s  b e h in d  me, an d  d e ­

c i d i n g  upon a b e a u t i f u l .  Sycamore t r e e  a s  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  

my p a i n t i n g ,  I  s h o u ld  l i k e  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  r e a lm  o f  

t e c h n iq u e  and my m e th o d s„ The f i r s t  a f t e r n o o n  I  s p e n t  

on th e  im p o r t a n t  s t e p  o f  com posing  and  d r a w in g » The secon d  

a f t e r n o o n  I  a p p l i e d  c o l o r  i n  t h e  a l i a  p r im a  m a n n e r0 T here  

'Was no u n d e r p a i n t i n g  i n  g re y s  o r  c o m p lem en ts0' A lth o u g h  

n o t  co m p le te d  i n  one a f t e r n o o n ,  t h e  p a i n t i n g  was k e p t  i n  

a  wet. s t a t e  by th e  l i b e r a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  a  c o a t  o f  l i n s e e d  

o i l o  As I  t e n d  t o :work i n  a  d r y  m anner anyway, t h i s  o i l  

c o a t i n g  s h o u ld  h av e  h e lp e d  th e  p ig m e n t0 I  u se d  w id e ,  f l a t



" b r i s t l e  b r u s h e s  t o  a p p ly  th e  p ig m e n t  i n  b r o a d ,  s im p le  a r e a s  

• and t r i e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a l l  t h e  l a r g e  v a lu e s  o v e r  th e  c a n v a s  

and a v o id  p i c k i n g  o u t  a n y  one d e t a i l  to  - work o v e r  t o  th e  

e x c l u s i o n  o f  th e .  c o m p o s i t io n  a s  a  # h o i e «

' i n  th e  d ra w in g  1 worked l a r g e  and s im p ly 5: t h i n k i n g  

o f  t h e  m ain l i n e s  o f  d i r e c t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  m in u te  

nuah oes  i n  o u t l i n e  o f  t r e e  trUnkg r o c k s ,  and  f o l i a g e  0 '. - ' > ■

Som etim es i t  i s  a  good d e a l  e a s i e r ,  to  t h i n k  o f  t h e  n e g a t i v e  

s p a c e s  a ro u n d  t r e e s ,  b u i l d i n g s s. etco'-v F o r .  ex am ple , i f  one . 

t h i n k s  o f  t h e  S paces in - b e tw e e n  th e  t r u n k s  r a t h e r  t h a n  o f  : ■ 

th e  t r u n k s  th e m s e lv e s  one w i l l  f i n d  how e a s y  i t  i s  t o  g e t  

t h e  m ain  l i n e s  o f  d i r e c t i o n ,  o m i t t i n g  n a t u r a l l y  t h e  m in u te  

d e t a i l s ,  i n  c u r v a t u r e  c • One w i l l .n o t  d raw  a  d e t a i l e d  o u t l i n e  

a s  a ,  c a r t o g r a p h e r  d o es  f o r  a map: o f  t h e  c o a s t  o f  Maine b u t  

sh o u ld  f i n d  h i m s e l f  b r e a k i n g  up t h e  sp a c e  a s  a  w hole  w i th  

m ain  l i n e s  o f  d i r e c t i o n  much a s  h e  d i d  i n  one o f  h i s  f i r s t  

p ro b lem s i n  a r t  f u n d a m e n ta ls  o r  i n  a  s i m i l a r  c o u r s e  i n  

d e s ig n o  I t  1s som etim es  h a rd  t o  g e t  O ne1s mind t o  t h i n k i n g  

o f  t h e  n e g a t i v e  s p a c e ,  and i t  . i s  a l l  . to o  easy , to  l a p s e  back  

i n t o  t h e  o ld  way o f  t h i n k i n g ,  b u t  i t  i s  .w orth  t r y i n g <> ; . -

B e s id e s  wo r k i n g  l a r g e  and  - s im p ly  1 ' t r l e d  . to  a n a ly z e  ; . 

g roups o f  ro c k s  and f o l i a g e  i n  te rm s  o f  volumns i n  s p a c e 0 

I f  one can  a n a ly z e  o b j e c t s  i n  n a t u r e ‘i n  te rm s  o f  t h e  g e o ­

m e t r i c  s o l i d s  t h e  p ro b le m  w i l l  h e  s i m p l i f i e d *  /.C/b'v".; '

, I  a l s o  t r i e d  to  f i  rm ly  e s t a b l i s h  r e c e e d i i t g  p l a n e s  

and volumes, i n  s p a c e . i n  o r d e r  t o  l e a d  t h e  eye  i n  from  -



‘ ; ■ . ■■ ~9 
l e f t  t o  r i g h t 9 o v e r  and  h a c k  a g a i n  t o  th e  s t a r t i n g  p o in t*

T h is  was' done h y  c h a n g in g  p o s i t i o n s  o f  r o c k s s a d d in g  a

l im b  h e r e  o r  t h e  r e  s and  a c c e n t i n g  s p o t s  "by v a lu e  c o n t r a s t s

The p a l l e t t e  was s im p le  * The e a r t h  c o l o r s  were u sed

m a i n l y * The r e s t  o f  t h e  p a l l e t t e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  u l t r a m a r i n e

cadmium y e l lo w  m e d iu m p V e rm il l io n p  a l i z a r i n e p b l a c k  and

w h ite*  '

UniVp of Arizona Liiarary



CHAPTER XX

B e fo re  g o in g  f u r t h e r  w i th  a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t e c h n iq u e s  

and m e th o d s5 "X m ig h t  g iv e  a  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  i n f l u e n c e s  and 

: a r t  e x p e r i e n c e s  t h a t  h a v e  l e a d  me to  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n s  I  

now draw  c o n c e r n in g  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  a r t o  A lth o u g h  I  ho pe , 

t o  go one l e a r n i n g  a f t e r  t h i s  work i s  . f i n i s h e d , ,  and c o n s i d e r  

m y s e lf  s t i l l  a  . . lea rn e r*  I  have  h ad  a  f a i r  d e g re e  o f  p r e v io u s  

t r a i n i n g  t h a t  s h o u l d ' s t a n d  me i n  good s t e a d  to w a rd  f u r t h e r  

= p r o g r e s s o  "At any  r a t e  th e  maxim ^ A rt  i s  long*  l i f e  i s  

short™ seems to  sum up. a l l  a r t  a c t i v i t y , .

As a  c h i l d  X had  a lw ay s  drawn,, A t a t o o  on  a  m an 's  arm  

f a s c i n a t e d  me th e n ,  and  I  made h im  s i t  s t i l l  w h i le  I  d rew  

a  copy  o f - i t  o'  Long s i n c e  t h e  i n c i d e n t  h a s  b e e n  f o r g o t t e n *  

b u t  th e  s c r a p  o f  p a p e r  re m a in s  a s  a  memento1 Of c o u r s e  

m ost e v e r y  c h i l d  d raw s and p a i n t s  w i th  d e l i g h t ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  

my p a r e n t s  were a r t i s t s ,  I  was. e n c o u ra g e d  more th a n  o t h e r s  

i t  seemso I  was s e n t  t o  a  c h i l d r e n ’s c l a s s  a t  t h e  C le v e la n d  

I n s t i t u t e  o f  A r t s *  T h ro u g h o u t  h i g h  s c h o o l  I  was e n r o l l e d  i n  

a r t  c l a s s e s o  Xn th e  summer m onths d u r i n g  h i g h  s c h o o l  my 

M other and  I  a t t e n d e d  o u td o o r  p a i n t i n g  c l a s s e s  s p o n s o re d  by 

l o c a l  a r t . g r o u p s o  I n  f a c t  we w ere  t h e  n u c le u s  o f  what 

l a t e r  was t o  become t h e  g roup  c a l l e d  t h e  Birm ingham  Women 

P a i n t e r s o  -T his was my f i r s t  e x p e r i e n c e  w i th  o i l s A  Mr0 

E v a r t s ,  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r ,  was a  c a p a b l e  a r t i s t ,  and  a good



' ' - ' . ' 1*=? 

t e a c h e r  o . W e - le a rn e d  much from  hinto S c o re s  o f  l a n d s c a p e s  

a r e  s o u v e n i r s  o f  t h i s  p e r io d o  M ost a l l  t h e  p i c t u r e s  con- 

t a i n g a s  th e  m o t i f s  a  r e d  harno

My u n d e r g r a d u a te  c o l l e g e  s c h o o l in g  was a t  Wayne U n iv e r ­

s i t y  i n  D e t r o i t  and a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Tampa i n  F l o r i d a * : 

Many o f  t h e  a r t  c o u r s e s  1 to o k  were com parab le  t o  t h e  a r t  

c o u r s e s  o f f e r e d  a t  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A r iz o n a ,  Sag* l i f e  

d raw in g s  d e s ig n , ,  co m m erc ia l  a r t s o i l  p a i n t i n g s  efcc0 .

D u r in g  a  two y e a r  i n t e r i m s  -however., :• I  a t t e n d e d  two 

a r t  s c h o o l s  i n  D e t r o i t  c a l l e d  The A rt. S c h o o l  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  

o f  A r t s  and C r a f t s ,  and M e in a in g e r 9s A r t  S c h o o l 8 I  r e ­

c e iv e d  more . i n t e n s i v e  e x p e r i e n c e - i n  a r t  a t  b o th  s c h o o l s ,  

f o r  academ ic  s u b j e c t s  d i d  n o t  c o n fu s e  my c u r r ic u lu m *  At - 

A r t s  and  C r a f t s  a w e l l  known D e t r o i t  a r t i s t  was o u r  t e a c h e r *  

H is  name i s  S a r k i s  S a r k i s i a n *  S a r k i s i a n  i s  an  e x c e l l e n t  

p a i n t e r ,  and he  i n s p i r e d  m ost o f  h i s  s t u d e n t s  t o  copy h i s  

t e c h n iq u e ,  t h a t  o f  sc u m b lin g ,  i n  t h e  hop es  o f  a c h i e v i n g  - 

t h e  b e a u t i f u l  e f f e c t s  t h a t  he  g o t  * To p a i n t  a  y e a r  u n d e r  

h i s  t u t e l a g e  was a  v a lu a b le  e x p e r i e n c e * •

Next I  s t u d i e d  f o r  a  s e m e s te r  a t  M e in z in g e r 8s A r t  S c h o o l  

Most o f  t h e  t im e  I  worked i n  com m erc ia l  a r t ,  b u t  one day  a 

week I  p a i n t e d  p o r t r a i t  s t u d i e s  i n  o i l e

A f t e r  M e in z in g e r 8s I  to o k  a jo b  to  g e t  some p r a c t i c a l  

e x p e r i e n c e  i n  th e  com m erc ia l  a r t  f i e l d *  F o r  s e v e n  months 

I  worked f o r  a  f  i rm  i n  D e t r o i t  named R* C * B ank er  & Co * a s  

an  a p p r e n t i c e  a r t i s t *  We p u t  o u t  a m o n th ly  c a t a l o g u e  o f



' " IS -3

p i c t u r e s  o f  f u r n i t u r e  o f  s tan d -a rd  b r a n d s «» S u b s c r i b e r s  to  

t h i s  c a t a l o g u e s  m a in ly  r e t a i l  f u r n i t u r e  s t o r e s  th r o u g h o u t  

t h e  c o u n try s  c o u ld  o r d e r  s t e r e o t y p e s  f o r  n e w sp a p er  a d v e r t "  

i s e m e n ts  f rom  us = . The e x p e r i e n c e  a t  B ankers was v e r y  

e d u c a t i o n a l  and  p r a c t i c a l 0

A f t e r  th e  i n t e r l u d e  a t  a r t  s c h o o l s  and B anker*s  I  

r e t u r n e d  to  Wayne U n i v e r s i t y  to  c o m p le te  my work f o r  a  

B a c h e lo r  o f  S c h ie n c e  i n  E d u c a t io n  d e g r e e P T h ereu p o n  I  

began  my c a r e e r  i n  t e a c h i n g  <> My f i r s t  jo b  was a t  P o n t i a c  

H igh  S c h o o ls  b u t  more o f  t h a t  l a t e r <,

D u r in g  th e  summer m onths 1 s t u d i e d  f u r t h e r o  The 

f i r s t  summer 1 s t u d i e d  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C o lo rad o  i n  

B o u ld e r 0 T h e r e s o u r  t e a c h e r  was E m il io  AmerOs a  n a t i o n a l l y  

known a r t i s t  whose p r i n t s  a r e  i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  th e  

L i b r a r y  o f  C ongresso  Mr« AmerOs a  m ost s e r i o u s  man o f  

M exican h e r i t a g e s  p a i n t s  p i c t u r e s  w i th  s o c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e /  

i n  a  m e t i c u lo u s  te m p e ra  te c h n iq u e o  He I s  a n  a u t h o r i t y  on ; 

t h e  t e c h n iq u e s  o f  t h e  a r t i s t  and  i s  a f u l l " t i m e  p r o f e s s o r  

a t  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahomao He was one o f  th e  m ost 

c o n s c i e n t i o u s  t e a c h e r s  I  have  e v e r  worked u n d e r » From 

him  X l e a r n e d  th e  t e c h n iq u e  o f  p a i n t i n g  an u n d e r p a i n t i n g  

i n  g r i s a i l l e  and  o v e r p a i n t i n g  i n  g l a z e s s much l i k e  t h e  o ld  

m a s te r s o  We had  to  f i l l  a  n o te b o o k  o f  s k e t c h e s  f o r  o u t s i d e  

work i n  h i s  c l a s s p and we s p e n t  a  h a l f  h o u r  e a c h  m orn ing  

d ra w in g  f ro m  th e  m odel b e f o r e  we s t a r t e d  to  p a i n t 0

The n e x t  summer I  went b a c k  to  Wayne U n i v e r s i t y  to  

s tu d y  s c u l p t u r e  and w a t e r c o l o r 0



I n  t h e  summer o f  1951 I  - s t u d i e d  u n d e r  Jam es West and 

W il l ia m  MeVey a t  C ran b ro o k  Academy o f  A r t  i n  B lo o m f ie ld  

H i l l s n  M ic h ig a n « . C ran b ro o k  i s  a  v e r y  b e a u t i f u l  and i n ­

s p i r i n g  p la c e o  I  m a r v e l l e d  a t  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  work t u r n e d  

o u t  t h e r e o  The ad v an ced  s tu d e n ts ,  were a lm o s t  i n  whole 

p ro d u c in g  c o l o r f u l  n o n - o b j e c t i v e  p a i n t i n g s  i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  

t e c h n iq u e s  a l t o g e t h e r  tm h e a rd  o f  i n  my e x p e r i e n c e » My work 

r e f l e c t e d  th e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  a n d ,  w h i le  I  s t i l l  

p a i n t e d  i n  a  somewhat t r a d i t i o n a l  m anner, I  began  t r y i n g  

o u t  hew mediumso F o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  I  t r i e d  c o lo r e d  in k s

f o r  w a t e r c o l o r s  a n d ,  i n  o i l  p a i n t i n g  s i l v e r  and  g o ld  p a i n t ,

a d d in g  s e q u in s  t o  t h e  w et p ig m e n t» 1 d i d  some o f  my b e s t

and m ost o r i g i n a l  work a t  C ranbrooko  I n  f a c t ,  t h r e e  o f  my

w a t e r c o l o r s  were a c c e p t e d  i n  t h r e e  j u r y  shows and  won two 

h o n o r a b le  m e n t io n s  and  a  se co n d  p r i z e o ; The p r i z e  money was 

c e r t a i n l y  welcom e, b u t  t h e  h o n o rs  r e a l l y  o v e r jo y e d  me„ One . 

w a t e r c o l o r  i s ,  a t  p r e s e n t ,  a  p a r t  Of a  t r a v e l l i n g  e x h i b i t ,  - 

and one w a t e r c o l o r  was p u rc h a s e d  f o r  § 1 0 0 o00 , and  so 1 f e l t  

g r e a t l y  r e w a rd e d 0

I n  a d d i t i o n  to  my s c h o o l in g  I  c a n n o t  h e l p  b u t  m en tion  

my f i v e  y e a r s  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  a  t e a c h e r o  T h i s ,  I  f e e l ,  a l s o  

c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  my m a t u r i t y  a s  an a r t i s t 0 When I  t a u g h t  a t  

P o n t i a c  H igh  S c h o o l  I  d i d  a  good d e a l  o f  r e a d i n g  t o  make 

my t e a c h i n g  more e f f e c t i v e ,  I  t a u g h t  th e  s t u d e n t s  b a s i c  

p r i n c i p l e s  o f  d e s i g n ,  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  c o l o r  t h e o r y  and p igm en t 

m ix in g .  We drew  from  th e  model and c a s t  and  w orked i n  a l l



mediums such  a s  t e m p e ra g . o l l P w a t e r c o l o r s  c h a r c o a l s  and c la y s  

■ ^Ttie : v a lu e  o f  .e x p e d ie n c e  a t  P o n t i a c  H igh S c h o o l  was 

i n c n e a s e d  by th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a  v e r y  c a p a M e  a n d  w e l l  e d u c a te d "  

man who > w a s . my iim fiediate s u p e r i o r  i n  t h e  a r t  d e p a r tm e n t  0 . He 

had  o b t a i n e d  a  h i g h e r  d e g r e e  i n  a r t  and had  w orked many ; 

e x t r a  summers a a p w e ^  c o m p reh en s iv e  - -\

a r t ’ p rogram s ands i n  o r d e r  to  f o l lo w  i t s  I  r e a d  a  good many 

a r t  bookSs p a r t i c u l a r l y  on des ign^ .

::, : My. f i f t h ;  y e a r  .-0;f t e a c h i n g  was a t L o  ckman E le m e n ta ry  - ' f  

S choo lo  l .  t a u g h t  a r t  f o r  g r a d e s  • k in d e rg a r te n  th ro u g h .  s i x 0 

Dllhat a ' c b m p le te  chan  g e l  However, t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  g u id in g  • 

h u h d re d s  o f  c h i I d r e n  i n  t h e i r  a r t i s t i c  e n d e a v o rs  was o f  ; 

v a lu e  o One c o n s t a n t l y  l e a r n s  a s  one. t e a c h e s » . 5

I  c o u ld  m e n t i o n .o t h e r  e x p e r i e n c e s . s u c h  a s  .a p a i n t i n g  t r i p  

to. th e  c o a s t  o f  Maine and M a s s a c h u s e t t e s  and more, s c h o o l in g  

a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M ich igans b u t  1 t h i n k  t h a t  th e  f o r e g o i n g  

i n d i c a t e s  t h e i r  v a r i e t y V  Summing i t  a l l  up I  m ig h t  say  

t h a t  my .p a re n t s  h a y e  b e e n  t h e  m ost i n f  l u e n t i a l  i n  th e  lo n g  ■ 

.range p i c t u r e 0 1 have: q u i t e  n a t u r a l l y  g r a v i t a t e d  t o  some

p h a se  p f  t h e  a r t ;  f l e l i d  a s  a  c a r e e r s  b e c a u s e  o f  my b a c k -  p 

groundo My f a t h e r  i s  a com m erc ia l  i l l u s t r a t o r  and my' 

m o th e r  h d s  s t u d i e d  a r t 0 My f a t h e r  and 1 h av e  gone., on 

many p a i n t i n g  t r i p s  t o g e t h e r  and a t t e n d e d  many e x h i b i t i o n s 0 V 

3ds $11  i n  a l l s  my r e a r i n g  and my own i n c l i n a t i o n  have 

r e s u l t e d  i n  my a r t  t r a i n i n g  and t h e  s m a l l  m easu re  o f  s u c c e s s
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' T h is  t a k e s  us  t o  a  p o i n t  where I  should, s t a t e s b r l e f  1 y s 

my own p h i l o s o p h y 0 . 1  f e e l  t h a t  p a i n t i n g  i a  m a in ly  an • 

i n t u i t i v e  a n d ,  o n ly  s e e o n h a r i I j j , ; an  I n t e l l e c t u a l  p r o c e s  s 0 

T h e r e fo r e  i t -  i.s d i f f i c u l t  t o  p u t  i n t o  .words th e  f e e l i n g s ,  

e m o t io n s P and  t h o u g h t s s t h a t  go i n t o  a  p a i n t i n g 0 ' I n  m ost 

= p a s  es  I  w ish  t o  c a t c h  a,, mo od o r  an  emo t io n *  Som etim es I  

w ish  t o  p u t  down hum erous im p r e s s lo h s  a b o u t  a  c e r t a i n  

p l a c e  o I n  t h a t  c a s e  I  work f ro m  s k e t c h e s  jand i m a g in a t io n  „

I  have  t r i e d  a  few  p a i n t i n g s  i n  t h e  n o n - o h j e c t i v e  mode0 

However, I  f e e l  t h e s e  a r e  t o  he  - c o n s id e r e d  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  - 

e x p e r im e n tso  P a i h t i n g  n o n - o h j e c t i v e l y  s h o u ld  n o t  s u p p l a n t  

a  th o r o u g h - g ro u n d in g  i n  th e  fu n d a m e n ta ls  o f  t h e  p a i n t e r ’s 

c r a f t o  Many s t u d e n t s  w ish  to  sk ip ; ,:these -  f u n d a m e n ta l s ,  -

b u t  i t  seems to  me t h a t  t h e y  can  he com pared to  s c a l e s

and l e a r n i n g  to  r e a d , n o t e s  i n  m u s ic ,  or,, to  make", a n o th e r  

a n a lo g y ,  t o t h e  s tu d y  o f  a l e g b r a ,  g eo m e try ,  o r  p h y s i c s  . 

tO th e  f i e l d  o f  h i g h e r  -m athem atics  o r  e n g in e e r ih g o  : F o r  

a  c a se  i n '  p o i n t , t a k e  t h e  g i a n t s  o f  Modern A r t ,  P i c a s s o ,

M a t i s s e , R o u a u l t * ‘ A l l  a r e  v e ry  c a p a h le  o f  p r o d u c in g  a n d : 

aca d em ic -w o rk  p f ;  act®  v A ro u n d ed  o u t  and c o m p le te  a r t  - ‘ 

know ledge seems t o ; he h e c e s s a n y  h e f o r e ' one can  p a i n t  n o n ­

o b j e c t  i  v e l y  Or a h s t r a c t l y  w i th  any  - s i h c e r i t y  o r  p e r s o n a l  

a im , ;; ' ; ;  - ' . f - h  . -





CHAPTER IV

To r e t u r n . t o  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  p ro b le m  o f  t h i s  

p roblem ^ I  fo u n d  m y s e l f  u s i n g  a  num ber o f  d i f f e r e n t  t e c h ­

n iq u e s  t o  a c h ie v e  t h o s e  r e s u l t s  1 w a n te d 0 I  t r i e d  g l a z ­

in g s  scum blingp  s c r a p in g s  and r e p a i n t i n g  on c e r t a i n  a r e a s  

o f  t h e  canvaso  So th e  f i n a l  r e s u l t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  a l i a  

primap b u t  r a t h e r  a  m ixed t e c h n iq u e p  The medium w hich  

h a s  p ro v e d  m ost w o rk ab le  f o r  me., e s p e c i a l l y ,  f o r  t h e  w e t - i n  

w et t e c h n i q u e ,  i s  a  m ix tu r e  o f  c o p a l  v a r n i s h  and  l i n s e e d  

o i l 0 , . •

My m ethods f o r  t h e  seco n d  p a i n t i n g s  i5Midway9 86 f o r  

t h i s  t h e s i s 9 a  w a te r c o lo r p  s h a l l  be d i s c u s s e d  n e x t 9 T h is  

p a i n t i n g  i s  a  more i m a g i n a t iv e  and  e m o t io n a l  c r e a t i o n s  

h a v in g  b e e n  done e n t i r e l y  f ro m  memory and i n  t h e  s t u d i o  0 

Of c o u r s e  I  had  made many s k e t c h e s  ;o f  th e -m id w ay  b e f o r e 9 

b u t  t h e  im p r e s s io n s  o f  th e  n o is e g  c o lo rg  speedg  g a r i s h n e s s  

w a n d er in g  c ro w d s9 and  h e a t  were what i n s p i r e d  me0"

-  . The p a i n t i n g  was done on a  p i e c e  o f  damp w a t e r c o l o r  

p a p e r  i n  t h e  w e t - i n - w e t  t e c h n i q u e 0 A f t e r  t h e  p a i n t i n g  

d r i e d  I  su p e r im p o se d  l i n e s  draw n w i th  pen and m a t c h s t i c k  

i n  v a r i o u s  c o lo r e d  in k s  0 T here  a r e  no opaque a r e a s  0 

The p l a c i n g  o f  v a r i o u s  b u i l d i n g s s b o o t h s a r i d e s P e t c „ 

was a r b i t r a r y  i n  o r d e r  to  f i l l  p i c t u r e  s p a c e 0 The 

c a l l i g r a p h y  and open  p a t t e r n  m ig h t  be com pared w i t h  th e



s t y l e  o f  Raoul D ufy  0 Ho we ves^- t h e  / p a i n t i n g  1 s a  g e n u in e ly  

o r i g i n a l  e x p re s s io n s ,  and th e  s o f t  b l e n d i n g  o f  c o l o r s  w i th  

/ o v e r l a i d  l i n e s  were I n t e n d e d  to  p o r t r a y  th e  sp e e d  and 

c o n fu s io n  o f  th e  s i t u a t l o n o
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I n  e o n c l ^ s l o n P: and  ;l n  sxaraming up and co m p arin g  th e  

r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  p ro b le m , i t  m ig h t  be  s a i d  t h a t ,  w h i le  

th e  p a i n t i n g s  a r e  no g r e a t  d e p a r t u r e  from  t h e  works o f  

o t h e r  l a n d s c a p e  p a i n t e r s i n  t h i s  r e g io n ^  e i t h e r  i n  t e c h ­

n iq u e s  o r  aims', t h e  w o rk in g  o u t  o f  th e ;  p ro b le m  h a s  r e p e a l e d  

to  me m o r e i n t i m a t e l y t h e  b e a u t i e s  o f  n a t u r e  i n  A rizona ,,


