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Th@ pr;m&ry“purpos@ of thms eSS@y is to tra@@ the pro-
. cess of aemimiiation of the Chumagh Indians int@ western so-=
 @i@tyq-_Th@,t§rm assimilation'is.d@fin@d.as the:prgcess by
| whi@h iﬁdiViéuélg possessing Qn@-cuiture-a@quirg.the éon@ent

»of'andﬁherﬂ@ultar@o-»AssimilatiOn-ig‘thng dné5aspéet of ac@uién
cvratieng whi@h is defined ag the process. in@Tuding all phe=
nomens ocwurrlng unﬂcr 3 siﬁuatien of»flrsu hand aentactol |

) The assimil&tion proc@ss musv ééﬂviewed Q§ having taka: 
'"@nipiacé éﬁfing thé'tiﬁé‘span'fromutﬁezfifst ééﬁtact:WEth
’the Spanish to the preseﬁt (1934>Q A S@alé'of'ﬁhe degres
Aor level of asslmilatlon can be establishvd in only th@ most
.rel&tive:termsg beginming with th@-leaat1&egr$@ at the onaet
of @Qnﬁéct‘and éxtending'ihroughout the fbué hﬁﬁdred and
ftﬁélﬁe'?é&r span to th@”wreéteéﬁ deéf@@Aatvthe'pféS@ﬁt'tim@o'
'Néedl@ss;to say, the rate of assimilation was hwghly vari=
'abie aﬂd 1rfegu1aro: The level of assimilation at any given
time cannot be detexmined absolubelyp but is merely e rela=
t%vevand hypoth881z@d'position almng thls gscale,

F@r the purpose of &n&lysis I have found 1@ @onvbnient

t@ d%v1de the. uotal tlm@ span 1nto four periods. The first,

Vextending from Cab?1110 8 @xp@dit%on to a few years after

'-,,the foundlnﬁ of @he first Pran@i@@an m1851©n89 @n@ompa@ses

.the gr@ateSQ numbcf of ybars but the least degre@ of inten=

- Csiby of contact. The‘following thres periods =~ Mission,

B R T R
‘ Spiberpfelass.notesp‘1954ﬁ



ii

U, S &cg'and Santa Yh@z Indian R@S@Pvatioa = are approximat@m"

1y equal in @hf@n@lovi@al 1engtho_ The fifth ehapter is a

 atudy of the remnent Of Chum&ghlliving in Santa Ynesz at pr@ﬂ

m@nko Material for th@ Pivst four dhapters is taken alm@st
entirely from written mcomsp whil@ that for the £t 15
bqsed on’ field work carWLed out during the summer and fall

of 19540 The organlzation of the an&lysxg of a@@ulturation

in the first feur chapmers,is adapted from the outline fo:
the study of a@culturatibn‘given.ih‘the preface to ACCULTU=
"RATION IN SEVEN AMERICAN INDIAN TRIBE89 edlted by R&lph Lin=

tonQ The sixth @hathL is a bPi@L @ompapﬂson @f the degres

of assimilation Qf th& Ghumash_and the Makeh Indiens of Washe

1ngtono 7 | | o - | |
‘Beecause Qf the'na£ure‘of_&v&iiabla materialﬂ-tfa@ing,"

the process of’assimilation requifes é considerable amount

- of @hifting of Tocus Withln the Ghumash territoryqi'ﬁll of

th@ descriptlons of native galture made by the Spanish ex~

| pxor@rs d@al only wﬂth coastal and to a 1@@8@% @xt@nt with-'

island groups. A@counts from the Mission period 1nelude both

the @oast and iml&mﬂ valleys Wh@re uhe missions were locatedor.

Material for the first ?ifty years of ‘UQS° @@cupatlon con-
-cerns tne Santa Yhez v&ll@y and ths mountainous &f@a ‘%o the
'east as far as th@ eag@ Of the San Jbaqu?n valleyo From

‘1906 to the presentg th@ focua n&rrows to th@ Sant& Yhez

vélléyD'WhePe the last rémaining cluster of Chumash descen~-

dants were then living, as they are now.



ERETT IR

&S far as I kn@wg this s%adyiis aniqu@o The most @omm ?jf; ;5

'*f’pfehensive pabli@h@d summary of Chumasn culture mhich.l have

@ncomtered s that by Ae Lo Km Do in ‘the HANDBOOK OF THE ° -

”'fﬂ;INDIANS OF CALIFORNI&o This deserlption is primarily a re= ?:_

1€@onstructlon of abcrigln&l @ulture based Gn th@ eviden@@ Of:;f7f?"i

o f!farchaeclogy and Of the accounts of sam@ of th@ Spanlsh exX=

:7:”;plor@rso I hava not found summaries of &ny sort f@r ine'ﬁ.

. Mission period or for more re@ent timess and I know of no

JV,ﬁhstudies of any aspe@t of the aSSimilation of the Ghumasheltt:f fL- 

A termg Which I use mogtly in dhapters four through Six

' ”gand Whieh should be definedg is thlt@o? F@r this ‘term T ins e

ng tﬂe same m@animg as th@ senthwestern term Angloo _I‘":"

’ K \¥]have chosen “whit@” inst@ad of Anglog_be@auge it is common=.7gi'

31y used in th@ Santa Yhez vali@yn while the 1atter term is

;ﬂever @mployedo Sin@e I use ”White” with the same meaniqg

: f?as Anglog the term excludes Spanish=speaking persons of M@xi=“=“J:{¢

”f}ﬂcan or Mexi@anmlndian deseent (not registered as Indians)g -i55!~’7

'?f'whom I refer to as Mexi@anso’

& differ@nce in spelling Whieh needs some @xpl&nation isn. § j,

uw?in regard to Santa Yhez and Sanca Inesa The latter form was

‘ﬁvk Lgiven bJ the Spanish Fathsrs to: the Missiong but f@r some,,}ﬁf;ﬂ5x4

”‘reason the villag@ and the valleyg both n&mea for th@ Mise

'ﬂufigiong are now written as S&nia Yhezg whil@ the sp@lling ef __){}{f'

*5;xthe church retains the original formo
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' Setbing . SR A
‘ The abOfiginal Chumash t@rritory ext@nded c@astwise -

B }~along the entir@ $pan OE the Santa Bafbara @hannel ffcm pOSm?f?

sibly Malibug northwestward to P@int Conc@@@i@ng then nopthn R

'Vward to approximately Pismoov Inland they p@n@trated to the J

’3fpange that divides the O@ean dvainage from that of the San L

 Joaquin vall%yoj In addition9 they oeeupied ﬁhe thre@ 1arge o _‘

' :§fwest@rn islandg of the Santa B&rbapa @h&nnel = San Migu@lo

= Sanua R@sa9 and Santa Cruzo_«. |
| o This areag now included in all of S&nta Baroapa and Ven='
“‘E?%ura counties and in parts of San Luis Obispo on the north, :;?

:Kern to the east9 and Los &ngeles t@ the scuth is one’ @f

ﬁf generally mild cllmate with th@ @Xception of the mountaing

"fyaTOng the eastefn margln which r@a@h an el@vauion @f 8000

e f@@to |

'Aleng tne @oast the t@mperature almost never drops»'f;fs

S to fr@ezing now exeeeds 850 although ¢n1and 200 in winter s

o and 95° 1n summer are not uneommono‘ Rainfall on the. coast

‘”Javerageg 18 inches a. y@arg Whilb inland it is several in@h@s o

*1,1@880 All of the preeipitation 0@eurs gen@rally between

f’ﬁff*mbvember and A@rilg although duping the summew monthg th@

‘hic@ast is fr@qmently blanketed in foga‘ A% present there are

"f?fvery few streams Which flow @ontinuously throughout the year; @~

}“'howeverg th@re are stlll numerous springs 1n th@ mountains'

”:gf and fo’thillso Along the @oastal plain and on the 1argest 3‘“

3?island9 live oakg are the most prominent fonm of nat1Ve

Gﬁifgrowthg while the coast mountain rang@ is e@V@Ped primarily




v
with @ﬁaparralo & vaﬁieﬁy of pine’and other evergre@ns gr@w |
on the-higher mountains to the east, The inland vall@ysg
su@h as the - Santa Yh@zg @onsist of rolling gr&%g 1and59 cl@aw
of 1&?@@ veg@tation ex@@pt the very @ommon de@iduous white
oak and the legs numerous live oak. .

| The Santa Ynez,vall@ylliés northeast Of“thé:éity of

. Santa Barbara, b@t@@@nAthé comst renge and thé San Rafael

o m@umtainsg whi@h ar@ a part of the higher easbern éh&ino

The valley isg- &ppr@ximat@ly ten miles in maximum width from
north to south and tW@nty mil@@ in great@st lengthg east 0
‘W@Sﬁo Tb@ e&sbernamost ten mil@s are mu@h,narrgwer and con=
‘aist® of mor@ runged t@rr&in n@w e@cupi@d by Larg@ @attle
\‘ran@h@sg while the @entral portion of the vall@y @onﬁlsts-‘
ofvfaﬁmgg @r@hardsg ‘and small @attl@ E&nch@go The Santea

‘ Yh@z rlver is a y@arm%ound str@amp although by no ‘means navie 3 

gableg and is comparatively larg@ for southern Calﬁxo nia.

L Ig traverses the fulﬂ 1ength of- the valley, then coniinues

"W@stward for abaat fﬁ%@en miles where it empti@@ inte th@
.Pa@ifi@ O @an near th@ town of Lompoc. &anga de Co»a @reekg ‘
‘which flows through the Indian R@s@rvationp is th@ only oth@r
‘@ontlnuous @tr@&m in the Yalley.

The entire Valley has a pre@ont populatlon of about
@@009 the’ m&g@ﬁity of which are scattered on farms and ran= -

ches. 15@0 p@rggns live in the Danish @ommunlty of Solvang,

“:'settled in 1911 n@ar the Santa In@g Migsiono Thevseeon&

flarg@gt @ommunity ig Santa Yn@zg with a p@puﬂa%ion of. 2500



| . L o 'i,va‘
The thr@e other villages have less than 200 people e&eho

Omly thifty=@ive mlles awayp howeverg is tha @ity of Santa

PR Barbara (population 509000)0-




.. .. CHAPTER I
* - - SPANISH EXPLORATION .- *




The tlme span eavared in thls chapt@r is by far the

- grcatest because of the 1@ng intervqls betweem the early

';.Spanish expedlﬁionbg, The ChumaSh firﬁt saw: Europeans 1n

'~,1042 when Cabrilloﬂﬁ ships sailea up th@ Channel and back ﬂ'*

'"'and f@rth several tlmes between the mainland and their prlnc

;>Clpa1 anchorage off San Mlguel Islan69 from mhlch the party ,

f.ivisited this islend and Senta aasa as Wello‘_ The: s@urce,

f3tWhLCh giV@S very 1ittle ethnOIOgical mater1319 15 the " '

': :.acc0unL by ‘the Pilot Ferrelo

? It Was n@t untll 1602 that the Chumash enc@untered the
':;Saanlsh for the second tlmeom égaln it was a sea expeditiong-* n
ied by Sebastian Vizcainoo, The shlps apparentlw dld no% ’

'”.an@her near tbe malnland9 and the ezplo?ers saw only those

'"'1‘Ind1ans WhQ come out ta greet them in: canoes from;the coast

.'and 1slana@0; Thlé centact9 evem b?iefer than that of 7
"1 Cabri11o?$ par?yg was aescwibed by Fro Antonlo de 19 Ascencion9, 
",7one @f the members of the expealtlano,_ } "‘ | | |
_ : One hundred and Slxtyqﬂeven yea?s elapseé before the first
"F}land expedition penetraued Chumashterritoryo In 1769 Gaﬁpar?i‘;

'ﬁide Poftala 1@6 hlS party northwawd alcng the é@astg passing '

 ftbr©ugh<many villageso_ Thls eXpeditlon is unusually well

'd@cumented W1th three seur095° The bulk of ethn@lcglcal

c material heweverg come@ from the Narretlveg Written by Mlguelz"f b

‘ Constansog the Englneerg and also from his Dlarvc_ Other e



"sources 1nclude the accaunt by Fra Juan Cre$pi and a smell
_am@unt of materlal fr@m the Dxary of Portolao.

There are two reports of’the Anza expeditibns; Ohe'was
' Written in 17?5 by Pearo Fagesg Lieutenant attdched to the
, firs% expeditian' Hls tweatiseg caTled & BISTORICAL POLIT=
: ICALQ,ANP NATURAL DESCBIPTION_OF-CA&IFO&NIAQ has a good deal

of étm-@z@giéal material, clearly presented ‘m quite speci‘fico_

'_uFr¢ Pedro Font accompanLed the &ec@nd Anza expedltion of 1775—
 ~1776°“ Traveling northward the pafty rea@hed Chumas%terrla“,
t@ry in February of 1776°v” Fr. Font's Dlafy is highly enter~
talning and contalnS a fair amount of useful material |
The last source f@r this perlod is the gournal of Jose_.
Longinos Martinez, s Spaniard Who called hlmself a "natural
sclentist u He trdveled throughout Californiag des@ribing','“"
:_mastly fl@ra and fdund ana general ecology9 but he also made
a number of @bservatlan@ of the Indians wh@m he saW&. Al
‘though his journal was written in 17929 nine years after the
7f@undat10n of the fwrst m1s31on (ﬁan Buenaventu?a) in Chumesh
’3At@wr1t@?y9 I have included it in. this perlod because he de-"
- Scribed only aboriglnalatype settlements and did not mentlon
mls$i@n life or. the behavior of Indlans towards the Francis-

‘canwol Ip ﬁhQTt9 he - aid not refer to any twalt Whl@h might

“be @onsiaered 8 result of missionizationo Furthermore, his‘ o

ethnalggical materisl is s0 3milar to that cf" earlier

 acecounts;, with-nokSﬁrihing‘dlfferenceSQvthat,I fee1 it be;;'ﬂ



"longs to the preamissi@n pE?iOQ in cuntentg if n@t st?ictly
“:@hronaloglcallyo " Primarlly on the basis of L@nglnos Martim
nezls account, I have set 1800 as an arbitrary clcse for this  1

_fir&t time periodc In additiong thgse reportg from the

B mlssions which I bave used do not pre@eae 1800.

AISQ by may @f 1ﬁtr@ducti@n9 I Should p@int out that the
}:following summary of aberiginal culture is based entirely on .
the hi$torlcal sources Just menti@neao , The addltien af the
comparatively abundant zeparts on: df@hdeOnglCal eviaeace
would have greatly_increased the,content of this-dlscussiony
but is, however, beyoﬁd”the'sc@pe of this eﬁpiorétéry“ésséy;'
A questi@n ari$e$ mith the‘use @f this tyn@ of material; that
j 155, fr@m the acc@unus @f n@nascientific observers possessing
a VaStly different eulture from that of the natlve societyo
j 'ﬂH@w much @f what they $ay shoula we belleve° After Spendf

‘ ing,a good deal of_time_w;thvth@$e~repqrtsg_I,havé‘becoﬁ@i

- quite tmmg of most of what they say, with the exception

: of Some population estzmates and. rather @bv1ou51y biased dea‘,j
'scrlgti@ns of Indian W@hd?ﬁ@%@fow: Ay uptimism 1s based
,largely @n the cmns;steney apparent in all the acceuntso

’mThere is naturally some variatlom of detail regardlmg the

”-Wformﬂ of obgectsg due not neceﬁsarlly to the inaccu?acy of

" the @bsefverg bmt p0531bly to intervenlng time gapso‘ In

f*;“additicng the attltudes of the observers were unqerstandably

Wy

-idifferentg ‘and- hence there is considerable vari@tien in

‘.OPinlgn regardzng certaln traltﬁov The fact9 howeverg that



' fth@ msjority of descripti@ns agre@ well en@ugh to provide

;[ materia1 f@r a rea&onably @@herent Summery of some aspects @f SR

'ZChumash cnlture is suffi@ment eviaence for me to accept m@st
aof What the explorerw rep@rtedo_fjlf"‘“ B
‘&fpcgulatign":” R SRS -
’ The ﬁpanlsh explorerg encountered @ply the islanq and

'*cwastal Chumash9 since their routes dia not teke them any diﬁciﬂv

}aitance inlanda Henceg there are @rly fem hist@rical referw.f{:

‘?"jﬁ ences t@ even the presence of @n 1mland populatlon ana of

”:c;5course no estimates @f the possible densityo,v Ther@ is9 hOWw=ﬂ"l

V”everg little reason t@ d@ubt that durlng this perlod the ina Q:f‘i"

:{1amd regi@ns were inhablted9 alth@ugh probebly 1@SS densely

gﬂf‘than the cgasto From the evidence of archaeological and

' flinguistic research9 1t appears that Chumashterritoay BX—

2 tended along the coast from perhaps Pglnt Mugu nO?thWest to‘w”ﬂ S

“ﬂ ;Pelnt C@ncep@l@n then north to Ester@ Bays eastward as far

finland ‘a8 the m@untain rsnge dividing the. cgastal dfainage S

’f.from that @f th@ ﬁan Joa@uin Valleyc; They ‘also accupied the:ygj?f

The cﬁly mentlon of island p@pulation is in the accaunt }wf7”

‘ '7‘ @f the Ocean vayag@s of Cabfill@ and ViZC¢inoo ‘ Cabrﬁllo“

o 2
‘7P11©t9 Ferrel reported §1x villages @n Santa Rosa Island

B 551 Kmebem, ‘f&AND;B@OK OF THE INDIANS OF CALIFORNIA,

F@I‘&elg pe ‘5070 o V S ‘ o



D Wlth th@ exceytion of Anaceyas were “Well Settle@"ﬁ

°f and Fro A&C@Hﬁl@n said that Catdlina and the Channel Islandsg :
i :

All the explarers Were 1mpressea by the great* concena -

”3jﬂ trati@n of. people al@ng the cgasto, Gabrlllovs party9~wh1@h .

ff’lanaed samewh@re near Santa Barbaras reported that the: coast
 ffwa$ erry POpulous Wg " The 1and expeditions @f the eighteenth;ﬁaf‘
 fcentury passed thr@ugh most Of the c@astal settl@ments; and i
 :‘5everal of the chrcniclers pr@v1ded population estlmatese N
;NTher@ is considcrable variatien between figure§ given for

E'the same villageso,, F@r xamp1e9 Fro_Cr@spi said there were

B 2000 pers@ns at D@S Euebl@sg whlle C@nstdnS09 of the same ex»:jé**f*

 pedition, gave 10@0 for, that settlemento C1n 17'?5 Fage$ D
"u,samd there were - @t least 1000 at Dos Puebleso‘” |

Estlmates for the ent;?e caaﬁt als@ vary widelyoi‘]Fré: ;7*”

A‘H7Crespi mep@rted that 10 , 000 persans lived between Asumpta :1;'_,a:;f

"“u'(Ventura) and Point. C@ncepciono.: In'a letter to the Vlcerey

" @f Mexicog written in 17759 Fr° Palou claimed thdt there were

! 20 OOO pe@pla along the Channelo : Since he gave this flgure o

"-“in supp@rt Gf a.request t@ build mlssions in the region, it

-j is an. expe@ted exaggerati@no g In fa@ts Fra F@nt, Whose judge»‘(  j,

e ment seems. to h@ve been mowe cunﬁervative than others” wwatehﬁ_QJf

Lo o0 VUL T e

*:"%Ascénciom; pmg gy e A
) Ferrelg po 307 SRUE ' U U AT
5 |

CreSPig po 170, C@n&%ansop DIA329 po 45 Fages, p°280_ S



‘w'most c@ntained 1@33 than 10000

 ”in 1?76 that he did n@t agree with Palouﬂs figureg Since he_
“had observea that iny a few settlements exceedea 1000 and
1.‘ .
I regard to the C@ast north(ef Point C@ncepci@ng all

fthe observers agreed that the villages were much - $maller

o= and y@@ref than th@se:al@ng th@ Chamnelo Gne such W.llage9

'-; Qv©nly 10 houses and. 60 inhabitantso-

‘L_nameé by P@wt@lag L@s Pedernalesg was saié to censist ef
2 _ .
What is clear fr@m th@ preceding f@p@rﬁ@ is thab ffom
'5©uthea$t e n@rtkW@st ‘the . settlements gradu@lly 1ncreasea‘
from ab@ut 200 yer&ens in the towns algng the Santa Clara :
Eiver t@ pr@bably 1000 in the V1c1nity of. Santa Barbarag then
de@reased sharply nortb of P01nt ancepcignc. A summary @f
' 'the estimates given by Constansog Cr@spi9 and Fages aads up
| t@ ab@ut 5500 for the ceastal strip fr@m the Santa Clara

Biver to Point’ Concepcion and about 750 from P@int C@ncepcion '

- to San Lu1$ OblSon This gives 2 ‘total of 6250 . f@r the.

| cgast al@ne9 n@t including the islanas and inland regionsg av_
flgure which correspands faLrly well to Kroeber“s estlmateg

Tor the.entire-Chumash»p@pulation of between 8000 and 1090000

" Crespl, p. 25; Palow, p. 287; Font, pp. 256-857.
- Fages; ps 80,
, ,5" S s

Kroeber; OP. CIT., p. 55L.

6. R



"Thls is an impressively 1arge populatlon for a’ peoPle depend=

'-ent wholly on. a. fooa¢gathering ecenomyg and the striking

“5.§ourcesg especially along the coasto o

Pergondl Appearanc@

In regard %o the appearance @f the Chumash the Spanish P

-A.explorers gave a falrly detdiled accountc Ferrel reported

~~,that the coastal peOples Were cl@thed in ,s]e*c:m_s‘9 but that \

',those @n,the 1slands were naked Later observers 5aid that fﬁffff

‘the men along the @@ast Were nakea eycept in cold Weather9

.’When;they wore capes of rabbitg foxg or sea¢@tter skinspiexe  ,

"TVteﬁding;tQ”the waisto ' The ‘skins were 5ewed together s0 that

_ the fur'was on the outsideol

| Tﬁéiwwmen apparently W@re at all seasons two &pFOnatype o

',A'fdengity'is usually explained by the abundance @f naturol re-

‘fﬁkift59 @ne in fr@nt and ane in ba@kg reachlng to the knee; o

S fThey Were made of soft aeerskin and ‘were dee@rated Wlth

*tstrings @f sh@lls or colored pebbles and Were sometimes cut,uf?”'“

' “ 1@ frxngeg al@ng the hemo; In winter they added fur capes B

: ‘Simllar 0. those of the. meno?

Menﬂs halrdress does not appedr to have changeﬁ very SRS

S D T T
'"‘ffCQnstansO;ﬁNABEATlVEgﬁpQLQE;f Fages, p. 2.

R Constanso NASRATIVE o 45 sFages-"¢V52Q
L@Pgln@s Martinezi Pe 455 % p S e 5 ? A.yf:




B fmucn ip the imtengl between 1542 end the 1atter half of the

elghteenth centuryo At both tlmes it wa& d@scribed as Worn

- . 1@ng and tied at the ba@k of the neck Wlth a cord. Fllnt '

knives and pieces of wood boneg or shell were: attached to the S

 '~:@0rd$ and $trings of shell -and ﬁmthers were fastenbh all over e A

the h@ado Fages deScribed 2 variant style of Weamtng the»”

'halr very sh@rt by bunning 1t cl@se tc the scalpo ' He. also'

'vih;reported thau the men removed thelr beard$ by uszng a pair of

‘fclam shells as tweeaers and extricating the hairs one at a

" ftimeo1»‘

‘ A 1dte (1798) descripti@n of W@menﬂs halrdress mentiomed ;"
f'bangsg carefully trimmed wita a burnimg stlcko» ‘The haifllne
‘5ar@und the face wa5 @utlined w1nh 8 wide bend of pit@ho Side B
\»glgcks hung loose9 While the rest we.s ﬁlghtly held back and

J ‘fupward by a ccrda,- The whgle h@dd W&S elabcrately adorned o

r with mrj_ng:s of shelle

anament& Wern on clothlng aﬁd in the halr have already

- been mentipnedv Oﬁhers included bracelet@ and n@@klaees of .
many kinds of sh@lls.and coloned s$ones° V‘Both,men and Womeﬁv
wore n@éef%ﬁd éa§ §1ug$;”ffihgfeéf piﬁgs were of cane &nd, |

‘?bé@rding,ﬁd%Frngontngerg Wa§-ﬁhibkjés the little finger -

1 ]
Ferrelg p°.5079 Constanso, NARBATIVE, p. 453
5 Fsgesg po B2, = Lo o
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and more than a palm longow A p@Wde? made from wild tobac-j
@o wes, @ften Cdrrled in theS@ plugscl: C

Paint wes uged extensively on the face and body by men -

,ana womeno_ Black and red were the specific colors mentlon—
ed., These were applied in geometric designs which,were said '
- %o have been esyecially elaborate f@r danceso Ea@h village
H 1apparent1y had a- speclal desmgn which served as a distingui@hm
) ing mark at intervillage gatheringﬁog o

_ Subsgstence

ﬁubsistence pattern& varied @@nsiderably thr@ughout
‘w Chumash territory because af the dlfferences 1n natural rea :
f s©urces°- Ferrel rep@rted that the islanders lived entirely
"iﬁ‘on fi&hog This was. pr@bably not true9 but ‘the, basic items .
in their e@@n@my were undoubt@dly derived from the sea. The
c@astal p@@ples also exp1@ited the rich flShlng @@t@ntiala |
itdes in the Channel. Hereg hunting and gatherlpg 8150 be- .
came. imp@rtanty as bhﬁ re&@urces were more dlversifledo.Tufna
f;'ing inlﬂnd Where there are no hi&+@ri@a1 acc@untsg'@ne can
'»iinfer that hunting and gatherinv Were dominant, with.fiwhing

"11mltea~t@ Sﬁreams;ané tc,trade_frqmmihe Q@astp anevmighﬁb

E 1 ? “', R S RS L o o
 Fages; p. $2; Font, p. 251; Longinos Martinez,; p. 46.
‘TEf' e ﬂ{;’ffﬁ}‘} «"‘p}_f", - . : e B

' Fag@55 pg,56§  L@mgin9$wMar$inezg PPo 46=47 .

 Ferrel, p. 311. =



'; ia1so infer that gabherlng both<aT©ng the coast and inland

' :Were @f greater ec@n@mi@ importance than huntxngs be@auge of

‘xﬂﬁfthe abundan@e of'@ak trees yleldlng sueh.an anllable supply,'f:f?#

, 'f:f@f ac@rnﬁo'

Off the @@¢st and among the islﬂndsg fishing Was carri@dlw i "

“*.@n prlmarlly in the famcua plank can@esg whicb will be des«

.f -cr¢bed in another sectlano { C@nstans@ sald that for flshlng ‘

“  7t?ips9 between two and f@ur men Woula go oLt in a eanoeo -

‘; ‘3\Equmeent 1n@1uaea 1ines and elm@sﬁ cmrcular hcokss a&udlly

"f.gfof abaloneg and bone triaentsoa4 Large fluh ano sea=otters

| j;jwere SPeared Wlth harpoon89 00n51sting cf ﬂ Wooden shaft

 ? With 2 p01nt @f flint or shello Sardlnes were the Only type?r

" ?,of flﬁh specificwllv mentlcnedg 8nd they Were sald t0 be o

aiicaught im 1arge baskets containlng a balt Qf groundaup C&CtUﬁ;‘

'fﬁleavesoll There Were undoubtealy other fish9 su@h as tuna) L

o :bassg soley -and halibute Seacgttexs were the iny seaa_

"f;mﬂmmals repgrted but seaalicns and Whales Were probably

hunted as they Stlll o@cur alang the coast and am@ng the

1 151andSop; ~" ‘ ’ V o -
. Beaﬁﬁ deerg a type of Wlld pigg rabbitg and many other
-‘small,mammals were hunted on the mainlanao ‘ Birds als@ Were‘

: ”fkill@d for thelr plumageog Farthew inland antelape were im='5i

' f‘ port@ntg, Constan$o repcrted that f@r hunting deer. and enteel;7;f‘l

T 44‘ Fgongtaggo%lNABRATIVEﬁ po 489 L@ngim@s ]ﬁrtinezy
o "‘pa 5 ge 9 P o , e - .



‘ﬂj“l@peg the men were 2 mask af tne head of the anlmalo Gaﬁé‘fk“

 was klllea with smallg curving sinewab@cked bows9 abaut a T

‘ ’ yard in length9 and arrows made of wood not reeao Curved

‘fﬁfaﬁgrabblto3,,‘f

 st1ck3 or clubs were said to have been uséd for huating

There 1s one 1nteresting reference to a semi»domeﬁti¢

’vcatlon @f Wild anlmal occurring somewhere between P01nt

-’-oCOn06301on and San Luig Obi&poo . Fages reported that theS@

- Imdidnﬁ would steal bear cubs and young pigs from thelr -

 mothers snd ralse and fatten them until they were ready for

'featingo%ﬂ

Gathered products include scgrng from the llve @ak alang

: the CO@St dnd on the i$1and5 and thﬁ live @ak plus the white,

"-fq@ak in the interior valleyso, Acornsg seedsp rcots @f many

| ff'kind& Were mentioned in most of the acc@unts@‘ S§601fic

‘l plants 01ted were: mescalg crezss,9 amaranths celery9 and w11d

'fp;rose hawscg L@nginam Martinez gdve a brief descrlptlon of

B ithe meth@d @f seedagatheringo He saie that the momen
~ carried one 1arge basket on’ tbelr ba@k and anoth@r in one

;handg | Iﬁ the other hana they held a wooden winnoming fan A ;

iq"with~which they sheok the seeds from the plant into the basket°  e

B 1 LR e g .
sl tanso NABRATIVE 1493 “Porit, 0.255
';-L@nginos ﬁr%ine%g pc_ y p 5 P ‘ 3

‘ Fegesn po 50

5
IBIDO



‘ The abundance of food pr@cu@cs as well as the seasonal ‘

~“nature of the Wlld haTVests are revealed in the mentwon of

a small store house adjoinxng the maln house in same @f the
‘jChannel villages. In this stru@cuwe were Stored acorn&s
f seedus}7 dried Ffish, etcovfer use in the winter when storms

| .;prevented %he people frcm seeklng foodol j

C@ékiﬁg | S s
Th@we are a fGW'deSCflptiOBS of the p?epawaﬁlon of

plant produ@tsp‘althougb none for fiSh or meat. Acorns aﬁd

: seeds were evidently reduced to a kind of flouf end eaten

. as musho They Were fifst cookea by being plcced in a &tone,¢,¥““

' bowl with hot pebblego'- They theh were graund in mortars, ””,?<
A type Of root  was als@ made int@ a. flourg by first being

ground 1n moriarsg m@istened9 then ground agaln to remove

» i'[~all the fibresa»A The sLalk of the megcal plent Was baked in

the follOWLng ways stoneg were-heated—in a fire pity- the
M“vmescal was cut up and placed among thﬁ st@ne59 which were -
covered with gra$s and 1eaves and flnally with eartho About
o twentyafeur hours later it wes ready to eato A Wlnevwas |

thenlmadewfrpm this bake@-plantog

Longinos Martinez, pp. 43, 41.
Constanso, NARRATIVE, pp: 45-46; . Fages; p..50.



 5Technbi§g2‘ )

The technologi@al achievements of the Chumash very mucly _'

“ 1mpressed the Spsnish expl@rer$Q who con51aered them super» :

""kior to the prcdu@tg of neighboring tribeﬁol Recent scientif- S

1c ohservefs have qlqo been struck by the high eraftsmanship
displayed in @urviv1ng artifactsoi_ Comweauentlyg there are

» some full descwiptleﬁs of archaeological materlal and colleewi

1

"~tions of artifacﬁ& in & feW'museumso_ The present dlscu$s= o RS

" jon w111 be confined ﬁo summerizing what the Spanlsh had to SRR

:f,say abgut the varlqus produet& which they saw. Some Of
‘ these accaunts P@Vedl the respect Wlth whlch the explorers

””regarded these artifact$o

C@nstdnso rep@rted that the. Channel Indions used basketsrq

for eatlngg drinkingg gatherlng Seeds, and storage.  Those

_4vessels used. to hold water were shaped 1ike the Spanlsh olla L

wkfand were lined Wlth asphaltumo Fage& sala that baskecs came

',in an inflnite va riety of shapesy and as more unusual one&7
3~he mentloned trayﬁs jarsg and pitcherso | Mest basketry had
‘,:a natural colared base of Wjunco grass” with d651gns in- red

and. pLack. L

Stone mortars Were mentionea in most of the elghteenth

{ centuzy»accquntsq‘v They were o% many si&e some being very__*

. Constanso, NARRATIVE, p. 45; Fages; pp. 35, 51,



14
‘;larg@ and we11~m¢deo, The only stgne tool reported Was the -
4 .f11nt knlf€9.0@nSlQeP@Q the prin01pal toel uged by the men . B
' ThlS had & polishea wcoden han6199 @ften 1nlald Wlth.m@ﬁh@f”;_f
. of-pearl., The bladeq were first Chipped9 then ground to a

- keen edge.with fine sand and water. The knlves_wereiusualf i;']; 

1y carried in the hair on a Leadbend.” Fages mentioned

' ,['béwls'aﬁd Qlates;of_?Bl&Ck_&tQﬁgwx(Steatiﬁe) and small

 stones of black end red used to decorate capes and head-
bandsg-t' ' RRER T |

Only a few bon@ implements Were reported . An awl'mé&e-"'

. from a deer fibula was saild. to have, been the prlncipal tool

used by Women;g - Fra F@nt mentzomed a dong sha?p@ned bone ‘

“’-uﬁed by the men' to scvape off perﬂpi?atlenug

WochQrk 1ncluded plateS made from the- root& f‘aldefé n

'*'and gakg and bowls. 1n1a1d With shell or bonea 8ome of the

bomls Were said ta have been very large and some had 1n~cuwv='
ing ?lMSo:‘ They Were hlghly poliﬂhed and Wperfect¢y fcrmedwﬂﬁ_VA
‘_Ce?tainly the most spectacular and unlque product of the :

- :Changelvlndiqn3 and 1slamaers was‘the plank‘@anoeo‘ Thege L

T R S AT
| C@nstdnsog NABEATIVEQ ppo 46 &7° ’Fages_,po;52p

3.'

Fag959 pp. 35, 510:'“”

 55 L
 Font, p. 351*53f“
' Fages, p. 35; Constanso, NARRATIVE, p. 45.



LR

,:VéSS@17 were made from large pine trees grcwxng on ﬁome of -

5the 1slands and, on the mainlandg only on- the interior moun« fif7

'rftaln ranges and n@t al@ng the: c@asto.T One a@oaunt gave the
:f~length of the can@eﬁ as between elght ‘and ten yardso_"A’s”
ycanoe ﬂthh came @ut t@ Vlzcainoﬂs sbip Was propellea by

:'f@ur men and carrled at least f@ur aaditional passengers° 7A.>:‘

,'1later @bserver Said they were. @apable of holdlng ten personsq,,;";

T3LThe plank$ were apparently held together by deer: th@ngs'

. ﬁw'paSSed thr@ugh drilled holeSE and the seams Were @alked and

”7f”1eaks fepaired With melted asphaltumo : C@nstanso remrked

"'",that there Were no canoea preeent 1n the V111ages north of

. Point Concepci@nglt Whi@h seems very 1ik€1v consiaering the L

;f,heighﬁ of the surf and roughnegg of the open sea°’ 

The meth@d @f making fire9 descrlbed in 17759 cansi$ted

"~ Qf 2 typical f*re=driiloAa The end of a Spindlemshaped Sﬁl@K'_ o

o vwas ratated rapldly 1n a depre551on on a flat 3ti©k9 Whlch _

’Aii’Chumash te@hncl@gi'

“was held @n the ground between the feeto These sticks were’;tj

",always earried in 8 net ar@mnd the Waigtug_f

AsPhaltum9 @T natural targ was an(imp@rtant item in '

It ariseg fr@m Spfings aTcng the

~-il/bea@heg and in & few places inlanao Fages said that it was’fﬁj:1

‘ c@nstansoy NARRATIVE9 pu 479 Ascencieny po 3529 -
C@nstansoy NAERATIVEQ pg 48 C@nstansog DIAFY9 po 51o

w:»Eag@ngp;,52§  ;5\3_
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- ,!~used chiefly f@r calklng canges and for llning water jars

1

and pitCheT$o‘ It w@s also used t@ decure. & bottomless<

>ldek@t to. the rim of a mortar or stone bowl to creaﬁe a

hopper. One can imagine that 1t was useé for all kinds Of o G

| 'mlseellaneous glugng g@bgq f;

‘,Q;visi@n.@f L@@gr,v"
From the $panlsh acceuntwyrone can derive $®me 1dea of"

\‘»the abariginal pattern of div1sicn of . 1aboru_ The men Were e

".re$p@nsib1e for hunting and flshingo' Tbey pr@bably made

ihe e canoes 25 well es sailed them. They also manufactured

 "she11 money9 gr@und palnty made'wgoden and stone bcwlsp
" arvows and flint toclsc | | ‘ T |

| The women wwve basketsﬂ made clothes9 and also @crkeé
with Sh@llo. They gatherea acorn99 seeds, and FOOtS,‘

»';fetched W@Od and water for’ the h@useholdg and of. c@urse toak

5»_
c are of the chlldfena-

T
IBID,; p. 52’
’ C@nstanso NABRATIVEs PP~ 48=x99 453
Fagesy ppo‘ﬁéaa

5. e T .
. Constanso, NARRATIVE; p, 455 Fages, pp. 34-35, Bl.
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"QﬁTrade‘

Fages @bservad that these Indlans have & Wgreat inclinwﬁngp, :

: 7ati0n to traffic and bartercw ' It was rep@rted in 1602 that -

 1fthe 1slanders traaed With Qne another and With the pe@ple on’;',n e

fithe mainland°v C@nstanso added that the ccasta? Indians Obﬁ  e

- "tqlned some of the shell from Which they made mon@y from ﬁhe}f

- 1slands, Most of the @teatit& used thmagh@ut the Channel

is believed to have came from Catdlina Iglandg occupled by thef'~

S 1.
‘.!gSh@shcneanwspeaking Gabrieleneo _ The cgastal Chumash ﬂlse_

 traded with those farther inland Spe@i*lﬁ 1tems- menti@ned

wv_we?e fi&h and ghellg in.exchﬁnge f@r See&sund f@ya@kin Capesfa:,;“}w

s Trade with inland tribes t@ the sautheast br@ught the |

w,¥ChumaSh in eante@t Wlth pe@ple having a consider bly differ» -}éff

T.Aen+ @ultureo_ Fro Foﬁt abservea that the Channel pe@ple B

”- 5u$ing thelf shell money . as an exchangeo‘ He n@tlcea-one‘

’-’traded Wlth the;LOhaves and other& aleng the C@l@@&do Rlvefg_fﬂf‘7’

.Indian at La Rincomada (Rincon P@int)g weaﬁimg a cotton blan« ;;§5Q}

‘ ket9 whlch lookea to ﬂim very much like ﬁh@§e made by the

‘.'WPrimang and he concluded that it WSS obtained by traaeQM,;,; PG

1

o S Fa esy po 51 Ascen@iono g 5529 C@nStansog NARRATIVEQMVQlV
'po 489 % i B R’ . R w :

r@@berg ©§ CI Ts .

,2 I . "_';i.' " . R
Bdngingsfm§fﬁinezy, on_é4=45;v;ﬂ

ﬁ?ﬁé””f“ e e
~U; tgagté*pp;‘§5@§&257}'
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Honey | . -
The. medlum of exchange u@ed throughgut most of. CalifOfa;lﬂff

‘nis e@nﬁxsted of- smallg flatg round clam shellss the bulﬁ of
. Whi©h came from the Channel regiono . The Shells were strung

and worn’ around the ne@k and nead, where they were readlly

"_,CaVail&bl@ fer barterouﬁ The value of a strlng was determined ,

| exactly and with utmost careol‘ Stripgs were given a gtandard

f'ﬁrmeasure from the wrist t@ the tip of the middle fingero

l :Their value algo depended upon the quality and scarcity Df

color of the partleular strlng9 a rarertype having grea%er

5 ?wcrtho

'1;QOQSingk‘

Frc Font wr@te that of all the houses Whi@h the:Sganish

“fhad geen,on their J@urney9 th@@@ al@ng the Channel were the

bestog | They Were hem15pher1cal in f@rmg 11ke Whalf an
'Qrangé;” Some were very larg69 up to twenty yards in dia-
"meter and. accommodating from three to five f& mllieso- Their
°'c0n5trmcti@n cansigted @f 1@ng curving poles lashed togethewy

lnt@ which the Walls of thick grass and reeas were woven.

‘7A' The flreplace was situated in the center thh a reof Openlng

abovec sgme thses had two. or three wall,Openlngs.llke

1 - L
- Font, p. 850; Longinos Martinez; p. 45.
. Font, p. 231,



- “little wzndomsow‘« Fages Peparted Qne d@or facing east @@d .'l

’~ g!fanother faczmg Westp While Fro Font sald that the entra@€@

-fs@metlmeﬂ cwnsisted @f two doers - an 1nner reed mat swing=

V(ESthK or mhale rlbo;

fﬁing inside like a screen and an’ outef mat held shut by & ;"
. 1 . ‘ | B

The sleeping arrangementv caught the attentlon of. th@ ex «;}f"u

;plorerﬁo : Ferrel noted that the people on - Santa ROS& and San  ,,ﬂ‘

-Miguel 1slands slept @n the groundo; On the . malnland howeveﬁgljl"

”‘ f ”;one @bserver concluded,that “these Indlans "iive in a ‘more o

;civ1llzed manner than the othergg aS many of them sleep in

VQT bedsteads°$2_f The beds consisted Of wooden platf@rms coverw'f

_ed’ Wlth mats of waven reedso_; An@ther mat rollea up at the .

fﬁwfhead @f th@ bed uerved as a pillowo Each bed Wa§ encmrcled

‘by four hanglng reed “@urtalnsoﬂ ‘ A marrlea couple was said

?°14%@ oc¢upy such a. bed9 while the children slept on mata on. the e

- g
= gr@und and underneath the bedso

Fages alcne mentlvn@d a m@re unusual nightwtlme customo L

VHe reporte@ thut the men af a village would. often congregate L

":in large cavesp taklng al@ng their b@ws and arrowsa Th@y t-gﬁ;'““

did this in order to WSpy uponW thezr @nemies and to keep

“¥ ,Watch 1est their village be attacked and to- set traps f@r

e i L ey P R
TR C@nstanS@g NARBATIVE9 ppo 45°44 Fag639 Po. 48
antg qu 251=25d° T
R 2 R, R T DT SRR o
" ‘-Ferrelgﬁpg 511;"Powtelay'par29a,;;
C@nstansop NAREAIIVEg p° 47, Fage59 po 48e
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any unsusgecting enemy who happened to come byol This

arrangement scunds to me more like an excuse t@ get out of

the house than a serious war parﬁy!

' Sweat HO@S@

The custom of sweating undoubtedly had.: cefemonial funca-

tlon39 but Slﬂ@@ the Spanish descrlbea only the form of the'
' act1v1ty9 I am including it in this dls@ussi@n of housingg-

rather than try tc infer a ritual meanings( One observer,

o ?rep@ftea that each village along th@ coast had at least one -

'Wtemescalﬂ depending upon the number of 1nhab1tants and that

it was used by b@th men ﬂnd Women usually twice a dayo

The structure Was partlally subterrqnedng consisting of

curved p@les covered wiﬁh earths Theze W&S a single cent?al
.opening which served both to let fresh air in and the smoke ;K
.out and as an entrance, - Fr, F@nt said that the peOple

1v entered the building by climbing through this. hatchway and

';'d@wn a la&der formed. of pole$ of descemaimg helght set in .
ithe ground and bound togethero.‘ He himself peer@d threugh
-the hatchway and saw the Indian& seatea around - the flreo As:
1soon es the sweat began to pour off they hurrlea up the

‘ladder and plunged themselves 1nto the @cean or nearest

Fages, p. 48. B
- Longinos Martinez, p. 42.
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k“fﬂﬁiﬁtreamoxv It is 1nterestlng to note that FrovF@nt made thiS':g‘  f‘

"obsePthion ln Februaryﬂ

;-L.‘ii*'B?a‘ﬁc‘iﬁé"' and Music R

In almost every v111age alang the Chamne19 the Portola-;f'

u"rfexpedltlwn was. entertaﬂned with a danceo" The perf@rmers }ffiﬁif'*

"were brlghtly painted and decked w1th feathefwg and th@y

~5‘$hook cane rattles ta mark timeo,v Th@y were’ a@companied byﬂ;f717¥§5

WUSl@lanS playlng Whlstleso?_ Fages deSCleed a dance in ‘
. Whl0h b@th men and women partlcipated ; Two ccuples dancedfﬁg,

fftogether t@ the accompanlment of two Wflutew pleyerso_ Those.fﬁj

ti;;seated around them joined in by 51ng1ng and shahimg rattlesc;,fft;i}

| *Fages added that the whole effect Was “ve?y displeaszng for

X f”x'usg WhO are. n@t accustomed t@ distressing the ear Wlth th1s L

‘ 7 V.kind of" ccmpo&itiono“

g .

ffGames

TWO accaunts mentloned SPGCial enclosure f@@ gﬂmes in DN

gfj@@me Qf the VLIlageso’ It c&nsisted @f a low Wall surroundc 31‘,-(;i

”°  ing 2 smooth9 level area on whlch the players Pughﬁd a

‘Aij WQ@den pucko. Fr° F@nt @alled this 2 Wbowllng gamec,“4

'v‘l F@ntg po 25@&;&
A 2 C@nstan309 DIARZQ po 450 o

e .

VL 5 Fagesg Pc %’3 :

Crespi9 po 169°‘ Fpntg Ps 2863.



Gambling is: one type @f &p@rt which pePSlSte& from

'J‘fg'@arlj histori@ times o the presento : Several of", the ex»»*i“'vlﬂ;v

“ pl©r8r$ n@tﬁd that the Chanmel Indians Were very fﬂnd of

Vgamblingo Lonwinog Martin@z descvibea a. pa?ticuldr form

 ”(‘1n which one pergon hela two small StiCKS in one hand, and

";5h15 Qpp@nent trieé ﬁo guess in which hand they were heldg

'fOr there might be two teamsg With one t@am holdlng the 7 ‘ o
- sticks. and the @ther gue&sing which player had chemo Dram~';f-f7**

atic panmmming and geaturing were u.sed in an effom w EEREN

f;confuse the opponentsol S

m lﬂ—w @H@g '

‘ From @ refer@nce made Dby Fro E@nt9 ane can: infer that
the @O&Stdl ‘and lSlaﬁd Chumash undertook can@e trips not
".‘Gnly for Wbu51neSQ“ but also for recreat;ono :'He ?eported 

E;‘that at La Rincomaga an Indlﬂn from Santa Cruz Iaiéhd“was”' -

""said to have come over merely for the pleasureoz

.'.Boliﬁical;g%géniZétibn;f5

The baszc poliﬁical unlﬁ seems to have been the villng@ PR

— or rancheriap and accowding te most acccuntsg each v1llage’

PRRNEIE

...+ Longlnos Martinez; pp. 45=467 .+

F@ntg ’po 2570‘ W :
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”1 wa§ aut@n@m@asﬁ , S@me of " the large $ettlements may have @rfkfj?b
l"exerei@ed cerﬁaln d@minance ovcr smaller v111ages, for ,

’fg;Ferrei.sala that the Village of ‘Ciucut (probably near

Goleta) wWas tbe “capitﬁﬁﬁ of the surr@undlng vi?laﬂesol

“5 There are, h@weverg not Later referenceg tg any type of -
\viilnteravillﬂge org@nlzaﬁiOﬂo, Each communlty probably hadr
-~7a dellneateu huntlng and gathering preserve9 for L@nglnosf;

JLMartlnez rep@rned thab warfare between viliages often‘:“;‘

 ?»startea over the infringement of rlghts to seedagetherlng
Ag.terrlterles@,> There i no evidence f@r any tribal organm_lJ;f;.ﬁ

. iZathno

EaCh Vlllage was gOV@?ned by at least oné political T

) SpeCiallStg variously refer?ed to as Wkingw Wlord“ op |
?ffﬁchlef “5 Fages ?eported 1n 1775 that the ruler held his
“p@sitlon for life 3nd had “total 1naependence in the -’ B
”‘V uﬁgovernment W‘whereas 1n 1769 Portola said that tkere Were‘»l'
three or f@ur chlefs 1n each V111age94  suggesting a coun01lf§f“
'u_z‘type of @?ganiéatlonof H@wegerp nelther Canstanso nor Fr. }
.5 C?enpi of the same @xpeditlan referred t@ subordlnate

' headmene B

LT S
- Ferrely po 809, . .

2 e
- 7l Longinos Martinez, p, 50. ' -
' Ascencibn; p. 3523 Constenso, NARRATIVE, p. 47.

Fages, p..88;  Portola, pi 29.
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A few Of the @hlers rlghts ana dutles Were mentlonedm:'
'He al@ne caula have twe Vivesp and’ acc@raing to one obser—

ver9 he cculd have as. maay as threea He had in additlon, ’

' the prlvilege of "putting them aWay at mill “1 ‘His funer~ .

~al was Sald to ‘have: been very elaborate and was canducted

withe much mO?e Wp@mp“ than that of an ordinary persono

Hls only auty referred t@ ‘was that of a mllitary leader,
and hlS principal concern was said to have been Warfaweog

Tbere oxe twg references t@ the politlcal partlclpa=

'“?f”tlon Of ‘womern . Ferrel»rep@rted that an old Indion Woman

who’ w1tb several ctherss Spent two nights on Cabrill@“s

  §1_ ship was the “prlncess“ of the vxllages (near Goleta)

_M@re than two hundred years later Fro Font said thaﬁ the
| f*prin01pa1 w1dow of El Buchong a famous werrlor chlef of a .
v111age near Plsm09 Was glven seedsoy the pe0p199 as “

itflbutea%;_

Warfare

‘Most @f'thefeighteenth ééntﬁry~0b5erveré'Spoke of fre- ;_ ”’3

‘guent warfare between the coastel villages. -‘Béfore reach-

O * C@nstdn809 NABRATIVE9 pa.47 Portoleg po 29
:  Fages9 po 3%, - e _
2 Ccmstansos NARRATIV59 . 47"

3 Fagesp po 52Q

Ferrelg po 509 F@nt9 po 2680



'ing the town @f La Laguna (Santd Barbdra)p the Portala exar

xflapeditlon passed through two rumned V111ages° They were -

"tola that. the “Slerra Indzans“ had attdcked and kllled all

- the pe0pleol It @eems imp0531ble t@ determ1ne whether H

"the “Sierra Inaians“ 51mply referred tO 1n1and Chumash

comlng over the mountazns or t@ peonles of 2 dlfferent

‘“;‘tribe farther 1nlcna°‘, ‘Tn any case9 the attacke?s wgula f

: f‘have bad to cross the c@ast range t@ reach the Channel

J‘7fv1llage5o Fages mentioned almest co&tlnu@us warfare of

ULWV111age against villag99“ and descrlbed how the ‘men mauld

'\spend the nlght in caves tn ambush the enemy and guavd their'

“TV111ageo Mllitary prowe&i was ev1dent1v highly regardea9'

’ﬂ,for the Chl@f Fl Bu@h@n was. said, to ‘have been famous throughmv 7;:5

Qut the Channel f@r hls bravary and the damage he infllcted '

“ijgin mars¢2: Qme observer stated emphatically that the frea »

jquent Wars Walway&“ originated W@ver the rights Of b@undarw

“ies @r th@ places mhere they gather seedsﬁp Or @wer Wconcua'v“'~”7'

Sv
, blnesoﬂ It seemsg thefeforeg rather surprislng tha?

' Kroebez said that "all accounts unzte 1n making the Chumssh

, 4 .
. an unwarlike peopleyW engaging only in “1ntervillage feud3°"- ‘

,h‘”l : ST P T R SRS
" 'Cons?anﬁog'plAﬁZ§ po 59° Crespig p° 16

& Fa-gés; ».p!'po 51 485 5 F@nm P 268» |

f;g L@nginoc Martimezs po 500~

a4l '. «‘ ,'ﬁ. RN
S Kr’e_eb@m, @z_»u, CIT., ~'po‘:» ‘5566




26
‘for the evidence presented here does not appear to suppori

such a conclusion.

Bocial Organization ,
| Evidence for'thisg aé well as for cher’aspecﬁs bf néne.
material culture, is extremely meagero' Kroeber has made a
number of speoulations\abont Chumash social organigzation, .
religion, etc., based on what 1is known for othér California
groups; but I am 1imitingrthié discussion to sﬁeoific hig-
torical references. | |

There were only two kinship units feported - the con-
" jugal and the extended family. Each house was said'torconm
tain ffom three to five '"families", or conjugél units"9
v”which9 being kin, are accustomed to live'togethere” A1l
the'eighteenth century accounts agreed.that polygyny was not
pérmitted, except for the‘headman° 'Other men could have |
only'one wife at a time. 'Longinos Martinez reported that
the marriége ceremony,Consisted merel§ of thekpartners Say;-
ing, "'You love me;_and I love you'", A man eould leave
his wife only on grouhds of’adulterys aﬁd & mén or woman
could remarry only a widow or widower. On the other.hand9

one observer ssid that adultery occurred frequently and was

1 |
Constanso, NARRATIVE, p. 43; Fages, . 48,

Constanso, NARRATIVE, p. 47; Longinos Martinez, p. 46.



not c&nsiqered a grave offenseo . Theae rep@rts present a

' .Jrather confusiﬂg pictureD whicb I do not feel prepared to: ,

: ;clarlfyo

.§§XQ§1¥AberfatiQaf ‘

Several reports mentioned the presen@e 1n.eaeh vill-
: age of a few men dressed as. Womenc - Fages Peferred to
them as Wﬁcbdomitesw and $aid that the Indians calléd them

. 2. .
: Wgoyas“ anﬁ treated them w1th great resyec%o , Apparentlyg,

'Vthese individualso,whom “We mlght now - call Wb@idaCh@SW

associated w1th the women, accompanylng them in their dally
' r@und of activitleso ' They were f@rbiaden to marry, and

it Was considered a serlous crime if one of them should ceke_

B
elther married or unmarrlea Wmlstreasgﬂ SR

'Progértg;

Fw@m the accountsD onie mlght 1nfer that private propm,‘

ﬁ ’Tf'erty was dominant interest among ‘the Ch.umashc Fages - sald

_that “in matters concerning their possessionsD they Wlll
.( not yleld or concede the Qmallest point.”" Other accounts

referred_tg their‘acguisitiVeneS$? A'man?s‘ﬁealthg"ihvz}:gJ

1 | S | | .
Fagesg Po 833 Longipos Martinezg Po 46,
COnStanso, NABBATIVES po 475 Cre%pig po 1719,A, -
-Fagesg pb_gﬁo ‘ S

3 R g
| LgnganS’Ma?tinengpa 46,



- terms @f_higkéhell‘mbhey§VWas préminenﬁly dispiayed'ih‘,‘
strirgs WO in'the hair and around ﬁhe nééko Ii waé'éaid
that men would trade almost anyth;ng, even their w1vesg to
‘ﬂhacquire seme Object which they consioered valuableol
R EﬁDTFOnt‘referred to the OWH@EShip of canoes. Apﬁarm
“éntly; the’aners wére7differehﬁiated fé¢m othef mén’by
Weaﬁi% a short bearskln capeo When‘a cangé lan&ed‘with
a loa& of fish, ten or twelve ‘men Wculd ho;st it on their
'shgulders and Cawry 1t to the house of the ownerg with the |
fish Stlll 1p ltog He daid not say how the catch was d1=i
 vided° - This reference does 1ndlcaﬁe & pattern of conszau,:
 *erab1e difference in ind1v1dua1 wealthg somewhat rem1nis=
?cent of the Northwest Coa sto - S
.' - The @nly mention of the 1nheritance of property was -
that steatlte and other stone vessel& Were consldered s0
f~valuable that- they Were handed down from father to song to

- grandson°

‘Birth - ‘ [ . o |
' One observer stated that the birth of a child involved

" no particular cérémdgyo' fThe peby was born wherever the

I

Fagesgﬂp;-51;° L@ngincssMartinez?_po_46;> o
Font, pp. 258, 259. . .
3 o o

| LonginosiMartinézg 301440"
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fimother happened t@ beg whether in the h@use or . in an @pen }l

'i:fielao_' As %oon as the chlld Was b@rnq the mother flstﬁenw f-.

'ie@ its nasal cartllageg then bdthed herself w1thout furthe@“'

! B ) 1 . PR "ff
"w'observanceﬁo,ﬁaL’;ﬂ =

Eﬂtii the Ghlld Was ready t@ walky 1t remalned Strapped

”" %@ a W@@den cradl@»b@ard lined Wlth soft grass and furo  A’*_if}f

.“fwoven graﬁs hcod pr@tectea the babyﬁs headG. When the

. mother Was in. the hpuseg the cradleoboara hung from the F

”"wally and when ghe went Outg Sh@ carried it on her back

;AFageS th@ught that this W&S a very practical arrengementg
2

,*leaving the mother remdrkably unencumbereda» -
’ L@nginos Martinez raferred to a w1ceaspreed belief

 1that unless 8 ngan had an abortien with the first prega

' “  nancy, org unTess the childg 1f borny dled 1mmed:ig‘telgn7 shef'

”u”;”wauld not. bec@me pregnant agalno-, Consgquentlyp pregnant

77women wguld beat themselveS and take "barbarous remedles“

‘ffwhich @ften §@ri@usly in;ured Or even killed ‘the mether a8

"9 : W®1l as the babyo_ Thls cu&tom was not mentioned in the

. explanati@n f@r the rapid decrease in population durﬁng the7>~;}j‘

D R P S

- Fages, p. 49:
- Longinos Marilnez; pp. 47-48;. Fages; p. 49.. . .~
" Longinos Martines, p. 47.- '

. The baby was nufqea and cleanea Without being unstrﬁppeao T

Q'f,earlier accauntsg but more recenﬁly it has been used as one ;1 if-



}’ﬁiSSi@n pe?iodo,f
. Death

The Chumash al@ne practiced 1nhumation in cantrast tc.

'tbe Othef tribes in sauthern California, Whlch.all practic«ffk-}'

o ed e?ematlono ' Each vxllage Was sald t@ contain at least. .
="@ne cemeteryg set apart f?om the hnuses and encl@sed by

'fvpaznted b@ards and hlgh.polese - One account mentloned two‘_i

aj;

Tt e L
-41ﬂcemeterie$ - @ne far men and one for womeno;;,;zi'

High poles palnted ln red black, and White and carved ‘

ﬁ w@cden b@erdq were also erected OVGT the gravesg depicting L

‘=“the aeceased individualvs achuﬁ#ementso; These boards Were;ﬁ?*

~€1 'Jab@ut three yard$ long and e half yard w1de ahd were de@ow__"77~‘

rated With.black snd’ Whlte Seuare@ and triangleso A single"* -

’ '1“; pole was: set next to the bOaPQ (ow boards)g whlch was three]‘

‘ »or f@ur times I@nger and painted in thﬁ same. Way@ From.this 1&757”

jpole were hung the ind1v1aualﬂs per&onal belongings and
.l.utensils and toals which.he had maae @f used durlng hls'?

11fe«time0 f These consiqted @f locks of halrg clothingg o

f‘shelly fighhoeks @r st@ne t@ols Tor the men's gravesy and

”fp" {f@r the wameny bask@ts and W@oden bowls. Whalé ribs and

o Kmeber, ogo,cm,,;,,po 5551(0

e : SR AN ' LT L

e Constansag NABRAIIVE 5 p0f47g E@ntﬁjp§Q25§§_ ;
‘Cresp19 pe 8Bo . .y e e



| 31
other large bones were alsa laid across the graveso;~

E@rtunate1y9 the Spanish 1eft us,at least a glimpse of
these mortuary elabo@ tlansg as. all the eighteenth century

explarers eommentea upon burial pvactlceso Fagesﬂ report9

;_Ahoweverg.ls the only Qnevwhich~actuallj describe& the moﬁfn»_, o

vlng apd burlal ceremomyo' Slnee it appears that he himself
7‘witneS$ed the - @eremonyg thug yroviaing a rare sense of

B immealacy I shall quote nis acc@unt verbatlmo

WWhen any Indlan die39 they'carry the body
to the adoratory, or place near the village ded-
icated to their idclso There they celebrate the

. mortuary ceremony, and watch all the fdllowing
“night, some of them gatherea about a huge fire:
~until daybreak; then come 2ll the rest, men and

women, and f@ar of them begin the ceremony in
- this wise. One Indian smoking tobacco in a
large stone plpe3 goes firsto ‘He is followed
~by three others, all passing thrice around the
u‘bady Bach time he passes the head, his ccmpa&— Vot
ions 1ift the skin with. which it is covered, co e
" that the priest may blow upon it three mouthfuls :
. of smoke. On arriving at the feet, they all four
stop together to sing I know not what manner of
laudation. - Then come the near and remote rela=
tives of the deceased, each one giving to the
chief celebrant a string of beads, something
. over & span in length.  Then immediately there
is vaised a sorr@wful cry’ and lamentation from
_ the mourners. When this sort of solemn response
is ended, the four ministers. take.up the body,
‘all the Indians follow them, singing, to the
. cemetery which they have prepared for the pur= -
"poseg where it is glven sepulchreo“2 ' ‘

gonstan309 NARBATIVE Po 47 Cres& Po 169
Eortolag DeR9 3 F@ntg po 2%4 Longinos art1n@zs pp 41a42a

12 -.' o ‘
. Pages, p. 34
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In addition to being'%heJéﬁly‘déSCPi?tiénﬂof*a}Chumash.éeré;iyf'“

mohy Which,I~have}encountéred§ %hispgives‘the only réfera-«
'eﬁﬁé'#olayshaman!infpré=¢i33ion\aécganﬁé;f'xt”appeaﬁs\that'f "
the $héman ﬁas-hi?ed by'the‘felétives of thé'déceased té |
put on: ths c@remonyo There seems t@ be no clue as to
= the identlty of the @ther three Wpall bearersa 1
,gézigicn

Burial practices can hardly'be separated from relig= :’4~7‘
'iong and so the di$cu551on returns to the question of ceme~# f
‘teriesp The ceremcnial enclcsures or places @f worship
referred to ln the accounts might have been the cemetefies "“
as- Wello In fact in the following dewcripticns it is
difficult to decide whether they were one and the samea
| Ferrel noticed in the coastal v1llages a circular enclosa,;
“ure formea of stone blocks about three hands higho In. the,‘
' center were*wooden p@les standimg uprlght and covered
“_Wlth “pieturesoﬂf The natives danced around this enclos=

"ureol | With one dlfference thﬂt the 1ater explorers mena. 

"'ti@ned W@Qden planks instead of stone blockss this enclos-

| ure could well have been the cemetery of the elghteenth ‘

_century accountso Crespi made the tant411Z1ng remark

;f'that there were twa such structure&y one for games and

the‘other a chremcnial_templeoﬁ

fl Ferrel, 32‘5090

o : o .
.Crgﬁpi,vpo 169o;,3



‘7“represented one “Supreme Be:.ngo

lWO later @bservergg b@th of whom de@orlbed the cemes

: Vi‘teriesg‘alsa referrea t@ the WOTShlp of Widolsow . Therew

'Hfsisted of stakes or Wstgne figurines”h about thr@e hands

;'highg paimed afd’ decozaatecz on ‘t@p with bunches of feath»
" :5erso_{ They Were placed 1n the village in ey clear and

”’[}elevated §p@t and als@ in prominent places in th@ op@n

 @ountryo». bspecially along the coasts they Were set up so

‘ufvthat th@ men @ould see them.as they went ovt fishlngo

:{When a stake Was knocked d@wn by wind @r raLns the pe@ple

’“’§et lt up again in a new locatlonef”'" SR
B@th the @bserverq - Fages and . Lvongln@s Martinez =;-'L

fﬂbelieved that these stak@s repﬁesented deities t@ wham the x

Tiflndian@ foe%ed foad and thatever they have“ t@ pr@v1de f
fO? the;r welf@re ip terms ef seedsg fiwh9 apd ell other

B f@oastuffso' Longinos Martinez thgught that ﬁhe stake
17} It seem59 hawever9
much more llkely tha‘t the s,pam.shg ana net the Cnum.ishg
‘~ @0nce1ved @f this monatheism° - Fages statea in another .

:.passage that WLh@ g@d whom they adore dnd c@ thm they

"':’1355”’

"} f@fey whet they sala ab@ut‘warwhlp can perhaps be safely (."

”QIVdifferentlatea from “the burial complexo - The Wid@lﬁw COHQ':-”N

| Off@r their 56@ﬁ50f?ﬂit$g ana oll that they pessessg is ce

n:ithe sun@“? I admﬁt that the preee&ing acccun%s sre

2 , e
“Feges, p. 48.

L{IEagesg‘ppa,ngﬁﬁg {S@pgin037Martin§zgfgp;*425é3; e
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o ratbﬂr cgnfusingg ana in regard ta religieus beliefsg Where

}them;may be little form Whlch can be observedgy I feel

fﬁqulte susplcious Of the Spanish actem@ts t@ describe meanlngG f};f

";;Ritu?l”?fécﬁicéﬁ*‘

The. practlce of sweating cculd be 1ncluded in.this cat~ i}f.'"

)tegoryg but since the form of the . dCtiVity has alrecdy been ':f5;3

1Efde$cr1bedg I shall only 3efer to it hewe 1n passingo
'Whether or’ not =z ?1tual practlceg Fr C?espi reported

that et El Buchon the wcmen spread out matq and scattered

' .75eeds on thems before asking the members of the expedltion

'i;to sit dcwno; -

Ther@ is no refewence 1n this period t@ the use of

‘-.;11mson meed as a n&rcotlca Tobaccog howeverg'was report«

"fedo‘l In fhe passage deqcr;bing the funerals Fages men=

v*v,tiened the cerem@nial $m@King "in a,large stone pip@w by

‘r;the Shamanu The Indlans were sald to be very fond of T

“;.“perlbate" paste made from w11d t@bacco and groundéup

‘ 3Lf5he11so 5 The paste ‘was allowed tc ferment9 and when o

;‘cheweag it produced drunkennesscgﬁ:'rf

<Y-Cledrly the preceaimg referenceg pr0v1de eviqence

. Fages, p. B4; Longinos lartinez, p. 46.
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. for ley the most fragmentary ana incomplete picture of

-';abarigﬁnal bellefS and prac‘clces0 Ihe same statement elso '

M'fitﬁ this entire pregentﬂtlon of Chumash cultureo~
vlCOnfac%»Cantiﬁuum-ﬁ'

. The earllest contact betveen the Chumash and Spanlsh
‘Cab?illoﬂs ships landea al@ng the c@ast somewhere near

nta Barbarag but stayed mostly near San. Mlguel and Santa

‘  Bosa Iﬁlcndse;, Ihus it 15 llkely that only a few Chumash

‘ _Were t@uched by this enccuntero." Slxty years elapsea be- e

'¢fore the next in01dent of comtact9 Whlch mas even more

- :fleetlng than the flrst VlZCdADOﬂc party apparently ald o

"ﬂnot leave the shlps t@ V131t elther the mainland or the  ’

"j 131andso . Finallyg one hnndred and flftyaseven years. .

later, the first lend expealtiOH made 1ts way along the

}~~';Channe19 pa551ng thr@ugh many of. the coastal v111ageso

"3iwas not very 1ntense and Was broken by long tlme intervslsa  \1;'

o Fr@m thls tlme ong centact increasea rapidly 1n both frem _ FENEES

. quency and 1nten51ty9‘culminat1ng 1n the establishment

- of the Fran01§C¢n m1331ons beglnnlng in 178 : Througha.

-"out the perlod of eﬁnleration ana settlement9 those  ;

| ﬁpanlgh Whom the Chumash encounte?ed were preaomlnantly f~'ﬂ'

”;,Soldlers thh a few Franc¢scans 1n each expedihion°

For purpcses of discu331on9 T have dlvidea ‘the. entlref,__..:.-

fvi;tthe nature;QL co@tagt.Whithappeaxed,Wlth the.second_Anzal

"7Vj@ericd into two paftsp solely on the baSIS of a chamge ing_f j}?."
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eXpeéitien»(l??G) The fir@t part;rfheng‘iﬁciudes the

' enormous time span from the Cabrlllo to the first Anza eX~

- two nights on “the captalnvs shipo

' pedltlon, the second part» “the brleL period from the secend

”vAnzs expedition to 1792.
© Initial Contact Loas-1775

This first pewigd was characterlzed generally by an
extreme dlSplay of friendllness and hospitaliﬁy on the
part of the Chumasho Tbey also Shgwed a gfeot ae31re to
acqu1re certﬂin elements of European matefial cujtureo
' Cabr11109 P110t9 Ferrelg reported that as thelr shlps
salled along the Channels canoes continually came out to
meet themy and the Inaians came on boardg bringﬂng quantlw
'tiés pf’freshysardlnega‘ ln eAchange9 Cabrlllc gave them
I“'mény ”preseﬁt$;“ “An’ 01d “prlncess“ ‘and others even spent

1 _ .

Frc Ascen01on described an inc;dent whiob is a speéia
’fic example of the almost over whelmlng gooacwill of th@
vChuma&h at this tim@o He $a1d that as Vizca1n095 ships
Were off Anacapa Islanag a canoe came out from the main-
1end9 carrylng an Indian who gave them to under tand that
7he was “klngﬁ oY “10?&” of that counuryo The others in-

the canoe sang; whlle be fearlessly elimbed on boarda He‘
'eXplsined by 51gns that mesqengers from Catalind Iqland '

Ferrelg po 31730_96 ;
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had told hlm that strangers who wore Wclothes and beards

and Were kinacheartedw were approachlng in shipso He_eara

T nently 1nvited the Spanish to come ashore as his guestsol

“ﬂNot seezmg any women on the ship59 he promised to give edch
man "ten women to serve and entertain them.” He offered |
~to take a soldler ashore to see f@r hlmself that what he
said wmas true and agreed to leave hi@ son on board as a.
_Whostageoﬂ | Slnce it was elfeady evenimg9 Viacaino told._‘

-~ the chief that he Wculd send seme of his men ashore the |

| next m@fning to 1ook for a safe anchorage for the shlpsc
'If thsre was a $u1tab1e narbor, he would ‘accept’ the invi— -

tatlono | Later in ‘the eveningﬂ howeverg9 a good breeze

came upg and Vizcaln© decided to take advqncdge of it9 and -

so they sailed all that nlght and reached the end of the
‘ 'Channelp plannlng to visit the chief on - the reiurn veyage%,f.*
-There is no record that they ever saw hlm agalnv' » B
The watola expedltlong which invclved contact with
many more Indiansg Was greetea as enthuSLastlcally as the
sea explorations. = The three chroniclers - C0ﬂ3ﬁdn509 Fr.
.Crespigiand Portols e‘ail m@ntigned the?ffieﬁéliness of
these people. C@nsfaﬁso'saié’that théy "confirmed in
'eve?y respect'the affability and'friehdlv treatment eX~

perlencea in former tlmes by the Spaniardg who came along“

this CQ@St Wlth Generul ﬁebastlan.V1zcaynco” Crespi re-

S PRPLEERS ~
. 4 : : .
) ASC@HCiOng ppo 552"‘5540
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.ported that Wthey feasted and entertalned us to the Best of
"?the¢r abllityo "A11 along the. Channelg accordlng to Eor~
'telag the Inaians gave them large quantities ‘of fiuhhand 7
asked them first thing lf_they_mlght dance ;nvthgir_hongrﬁ
He ad&edg‘#thiﬁ me-concedéd_&o as not t© disp1eéseVthéﬁmwlr

xThese observers also described the welcomes given in

‘ . spe@ific villagés; »-in Carpintefia'and Ea‘zaguna (Sahta

"Barbara) men, womenp and chlldren came to the Spanlsh camp
bringlng them all the fish they could eatc it La Isle ‘
(Goletﬂ) ‘the pe@ple gave them f:’i.shy seeds‘9 acarnsg basketsyr"
furs, and feathers in exchdnge for glass beads end ribbons.
- They alsc puf on & dance ali'dufing’the>afternoonoj Even ét
m:’;gh‘L the ”mu51cianspw “CIOWPS“9 ana “juvglers”:returned
playing their Whistles and: r&ttle In factg they made

- such a noise that Portalc had to tell " them that 1f they
did not leave the Spanish alone S0 that they cauld get

some sleeps they would no . 1onger be their frlendso At

‘ <Dos ‘Pueblos and Ban Guldo (Gav10ta) the Indlen$ also pre-=

sented a dan@eo Even Narthref Pelnt Concepclony the peo=

, ple danced for themo_ At one village the women jo;ned 1n9

fcayrying flowers in thelr hands to the ec@mpanlment of

o
51nging and playing of. whistles ana rettlese'

1 Congtanso NAHBATIVL ; 44 3 Cées i'“V '59°
“E@rtolép po 29 % | 9>p> PRy Re SE8

Constanso, DIABS{; pp. B7-88, 41, 43, 45, 53,
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-,  Fr. Crespi also des@ribéd.the eﬁdlé$s.déncing at La
 Isla and said what a hard time the Spanisn had in getting
1rid of fheir eﬁtertaineréo At‘El;Bucﬁgn he-notéd a new
gesture of hosPitality (already mentioned) : Theré the |
- WOmen Spread out mats and.9 after QCattering them Wlth
seeds, asked the Spanish to be seated. Then they rémained
with their guests, "as thbugh they,héd ai@aysiknowﬁ us. ot

Agreeiﬁglwith'these earlier.repgrt39 Fages said,im _
1775 that the Channel Indiaﬁs ”recéivé the Spénish.wéll; 7
and make'them‘weleomeéﬁ‘ _ A o |

Ec much'f@r the behaﬁior Of the Chumash  Some of the
attitudes of the Spanlsh are apparent in the preceding com~—
ments¢ Ihere are, howevers a few more $peleiC expres&ionso
’C@nsﬁansa sald that "in no other place had we met natives
s@raffectioﬁate énd g@@dwnaturedo“‘ In a letter to the
| Vi@@roy~cf Mexico; Writteﬁ in117739 Fr. Ealoﬁ said, ?tﬁey<‘
are extremely intelligent aﬁd skillful.® Fages agreed
that the Channel people were of "gooa dlSpGﬂitiOny“ al-
+hough in regard to rellgion,fwthey are idolators llke the
‘,rest&wgg  This last remark iS.theA@nly one in this period

' approaching disapproval. Thefapparentiy genuine'admirae

 Crespi, pp. 168; 183-184.
2 S '
Fages, p. 32

3 o R o S o
Constanso, DIARY; p. 89; Palou, p. 2387, Fages, p.3%.
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tion which the explorers. felt for the native craft skills
wWe.s ev1dert in the prev1ous discussion of technologyc

In summary of thls 1D1t1a1 perlod of contact, the con-
-tinuum was at first broken by long 1nterva1w9 Whlle latef
- econtact became much more frequent and intenseg Thronghout9 :
the pregtige of the Spanlsh was’ very hlgh9 and the Indlans |
exhibitea abundant f?i@ﬂdllﬁ@&ﬁol Slgnlficantlvp and per=
haps-correlaﬁed wifh tﬂeipﬁeceding statement?-the Spanish |
had not yet begun to;eiercisé‘directed Cult&fé'éﬁangggralaA
: though by the end of'thefpériod they WGre'already é@ntem=
plating miSSiGnSe flit:appearég however, that:theséfex;,
plorers were mostly imyresséd by the Wgoéd‘disposition“

and téchnolagical achievementé of the Chumash.

" Changing Asge@ts of Contact 1776=1792 ‘

, If one accepts the eVLdence pravided by Fra Font9 by
1778, the year of the second Anza expedltion9 the Spanlsh
had lost some @f their prestigeo- ACCGfd¢ng to Fr. Font,

. the Inaians had good reason to aband@n their first enthus-
iasm and ‘welcome of the newcomerso He SalQ that .as their
party passed through each Ghannel v1llage9 the women re-
.malned in the houseso | He attrlbuted thlS shyness to the
- fact that the Spanish soldiersg Wbeing unmarfled " had
“offepdedW them WLth “various excesses Which the unbr1d1=
1ng of their passions causea-them to commit.® ‘He conclud-

ed that although these Indians were "gentle," they would
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not béveasily Wreducedwg f@r"they,were‘diSPISased with the
soldiers?t WStealiné’ﬁheir Wémen’sné abusing them;ﬁl CAl-
'though there were probably additlonal pr@vocat10n$ for the
dlgpleasureg 1t is very 11keiy that the Chumash,were al=

ready becoming dl&lllusionea by ﬁhe Spanlsho By ﬁhenﬁlthe'
‘ intenﬁity'of contact was such as to incﬁease'thelikeiia
nood of the sort of incidents mentioned by Fr. Font.

. Spanish attitudesglhoweverg‘méinﬁained*a high admira-
tion for certain aspects Qf_lndian culture. Fr. Font was
~‘e3pecially impressed by the(ﬁwe114made“ bow and arrow, -the
can@@; and the‘peopiéﬁs skill in sailing. Of all the
house' which he had seen on the Journeyy he 5aia9 “these
are the bestawg Longinos Martlnez ccnSLdered the Chumash
superior to their neighbors ih many respects. Ee»agreed'
 With Fr. Font that their houses Wére Wyery well built.®
He thought that the §30ple were'unusuallyﬁwskiliful with
the b@W“’and gathered seed$ m©fe efficiently than btherso
He s2id that the dress§and ménner of the women was "grace-
“fulgw and;thatvth@irAhairfwa$°&rranged with Wgréat taste.n
Thedir “neatness“’and'Wgﬁacefulvairﬁ Were'in éontrast té_

the ®horrible ugliness® of cher-ﬂgentilesﬁ and made them

1 : U :
Font, pp. 2509_256c'
Font, pp. 855, 257, 251.
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attractive to the Spanishol_ If it daeq nothing elseg this
“opinion at least gives a 1air lndlcati@n of why the Spanish
'S@ldl@f& were so. attracted to the Chumash womenﬂ
A | ~In regard to native “charactergw Fr Font said that
these pewple were “clever and not very dullo" Lgnglnos
B Wartinez adde@ that they were “lntrepid and of proud nwture” N
In facty he cguld acc@unt for their unusual cleverness only
by inventing a Sp@@lal origln f@r the Channel peoplea ‘He
;cwncluded that a band of“zefugee,WChinese" W&SvShlpc o
wreckéé aléng thé cqast‘and"subséquentlyvfbundeé this
Wnationoﬁ o .1-‘ h“ S e
7 These seme two @bﬁervers dld expre359 however, more digau :
approval of certain: native charaeteristlcs and cust@m$ than
did the eariier chroniclerso f Fr. Fout claimed that’ the
' pe@ple were "very thlev1sh " which he conuldered a Wchar;
acteristle of all Indians.® He related an lncident at
Carpinterian While the Spanlsh had alsmountea to look at
the canoes, an Indian removed a linen . "sunacl@th“ frcm
"AnZa?$ sadéley‘so'Quiéklyg that the Span;sh dia not see
who had takeﬁvit; Anza. finally retrieved it only after
threatening ﬁith nis musket the_entire group:assembledv

Longinos Martinez concurred in a statement that the "lEve~

1 - o
Longinos = Martinesz, pp. 43-44..
Font, p. 255; Longinos Martinez, pp. 48, 49.
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liness" of these people made them more inciined ﬁc ﬁthieva
ery® than mbst Indiansal | |
This same observer expressed strong,disaépfovallof'
| some,SPeCific customs.  He considered the practice of
sweating frepugnant? and a "yiolence tO’Naturéoﬁ' The caus-
ihg of aﬁcrti@n& seemed to ﬁim a sign of "degeneration.®
In addition9 he felt that the pr actice of confining infants
to the cradle- b@ard although easy for the mother9 was
narmful to the child. He concluded that these people
weré physiéally WleSS.robustﬁ than those who did not use
vﬁsﬁch @ppressi@nlin childhood ;¥ or practice daily sweat-
ing followed by icy bathsa2 |

Thus the second pefiod'was marked:by increased contact

between . the two groups andlﬁhe‘loss by the Spanish of

some @f their initial prestigea ThelSpanishrattitudes'com=~.
bine& nigh admifation for certsin native traits with sﬁrong
disapproval @f ethersq M@st importantly9 three m1531ons |
were established in Chumash territory < San Buenaventura

in 17859 Santa Barbarg in117869 and_La»Purisima in 1787 -

' althoughQI have n@-feporﬁs frgﬁ the Franciscans for -this

time,

Font, p. 2565; Longinos Martinez, p. 46 .
Cog ‘ | o | '. |
‘Longinos Hrtinez, pp. 46, 48, 47-48.
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Addition of Elements

I'héve reSéfveévé éiscuSSicﬁ of éréde betwéénléhumash
- and the explorers for this section, 81nce the Spanish re-
ports of trade provide the only reliable references to def— .
inite additions thQhumash cultqreo_ The~chfoniclersvof

the Cabrillc‘and Vizeaine expeéiﬁicns_wére not.as specifié

in this regard aS'the'later”diaristéo Ferrel ﬂlmply said

that Cabrillo gave the Indians Tmany pregentsﬂ in exchange ‘_-_wv

for ﬁardineso» Simmlarlys Fr@ Ascencion reported that.
Vizcaino gave,hsome things" to the chief‘who had invited
_themfashoreal A  | | }‘ N
Conﬁtansa left us more concrete'evidence; ‘He said
that the Channel people valued more highly than anythlng
else the glass beads which the Spanish gave them. They
also admired iron knives, axespland other tools. He
noticed odd pieéeSjof iron and wcrkedisii#er‘among them,
which they said had come by trade from the East. . He
thought that these pieces mustvhéve,comé from New Mexicag
despite the great distance. In anofher,account<he}re~
peated,thaﬁ‘glass bééd59 ribboﬁsg'and‘otbéé trifieé were -
desired abé#e'ally even m@re'than “gdld'and silver® For

‘these itémSg the Indians traded-baskets; furs, and

Ferrel, p. 307; Ascencidn, p. B54.
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' %éé%ﬁé@gol The?e'was no menti@n of trade between
Chumash and Spanish by either Fagesg Frq Fon‘t‘Q or
,Longinas Martinezo ‘

o What can be ssid was th@ baﬁis for selection of these |
new elements? One can only infero In the first place,
thé items ali appear to have been compaﬁible wifh what }
little is known éf the prewexisting-cﬁltureo Most of

the obser#ersvfemarked that the Indiaﬁs-had a gréat désire 
for possessiQns and - natural acquisifivenesso Hence, al-
most any new material might'have appealed'to’themo |
~ The prestige of the Spanish in the earlier period com-
 bined possibly with 1ove of”ornamentslshd novelty would
have . given to the beads more value than the native type of
f Shell money.  The admiration which the Indians felt for
iron t@ols can also. be v1ewed as an instance of compati-=
bility9 for the Chumashp belng themselves skilled crafts-
men, pr@bably recognized the utility‘value of metal tools.
In‘faeﬁ;wccnsténsc‘séid‘that'they realiied that’theSe’werek
'sugerlor to their fllnt toolsog o .

Since the additiom of these elements was rep@rted
',only for the first, not very inten599 period of contact
(in fact, only thr@ugh 1789) it seems likely that Chumash

culture Was not profoundly altered and that the process of

1 constanso, NARRATIVE, pp. 48e49;'DIARY,‘pp,57~559410

2 - ~ ‘
Constanso, NARRATIVE, p. 49.
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‘assimilation was just_barely,begihning during that period.

Adaptation

There pfdbablonécufreé;some éegﬁee bf adaptatioh<of
new forms to. pre;existihg meaning and fﬁnctiong- in the
-gage of the glass beaasg the form was new9 ~and, one ,can
Speculate that they functloned as money (as well as decora-
tion) and thus symbolized an indlvidualﬂs Wealtho Also
in regard to iron t00159 & new form was substltutedp whlle
the ala function and meaning ‘were prcbably preserved¢ If

“this analysis Were trueg and 1t would be difficult to

- verify ity the resultlng culture change would not have been -

’»veryipr@foundg which'is the wame“conclus;on already reachf
‘ed in the pféceding'seétiénoj It 5h9uld be‘reméMbered |
that the degree ofISQbstituﬁion'iﬁ'this early period must:H 
‘--.have béenﬂSlightgzand the Old.Sheil,money and stcné,todls’

were still predominant.
Reaction .

Eﬁamples‘df réactién'areff@und in the,secand(périod:
- of contact Wifh the é@minaﬁt‘chaﬁge iﬁ éftifudé‘toward the
'newccmersu 5 Thé 1oss'of'pré5ﬁige'cn the part of ﬁhe
Spanish Was characterlstic thrcughoutg and thus the entlre'
perlud mlght be termed one of reactionu One cdn assume
that the dlsconﬁent9 first notea by Pr. Font in 17769 1n»v'

crea$ed rather rapldly, for in 1792 there occurrea the

’flrst 1ncident of @pen hostlllty of which I have record°
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Longinos Martiﬂez sald that two sdldie?s,fégm s group Which
had gonme into the Santa Ynez mQuntains to look for-a re-
porﬁed~vein of silVér"werefkilled*by the'Indianso He said
furth@r that the hostility of the Indlans in the moun-
tains pwevented,the Bpanlsh ﬁrom expl@ylngvmining possi-—
bilitiesdl At this time9 the'Santa Ba%bafaAMiSSion had
been funcfi@niﬁg for six yeafsg but'présumably;only,a few
Indians were a'cgtua;:;_y umg 'théféo‘ | Ha-weirerg the éffect
- of increased contact, due paft;y'toAthe eétabliéhiﬁg of
the Missiong was_suchrag'ﬁa provoke fhié éutbursfvof
_h@stilltyo | | | |
Thus the entire span of exploratlon Witneseed a lavish
Welcame on the part of the Chumashg lasting until perhaps v
17759 followea by a rapidly 1ncrea51ng negative‘reactlpn |
'wh_—ich culminated in' the murder of Spanish soldiers in 1792.
It 15 1m§oftant to remember that th;@ reactlon accompan-

ied more. inten$ive contact and the establishment of some

of the missionsu}

L §ymmarj:ofAAccuLturétion
" What were thé net changes in Chuﬁash culture? There

were certainly a few ”lethDS to the 1nventoly of mater-

- ial culture reported in the flrwt perloa of contact9 coma

bineq with~pr@bablg-adaptation of the new forms to prew

Longinos Martinez, p. 39.
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existing'meanihg and‘fuhcgi§ﬁ;n tWhatevé? change:theré Wasg
| Was'ﬁrobably.limitedN£o aspect5n0f météﬁial cultures; as it
' ‘aeems unlikely‘that‘thefé wag'any'change in social and
political organization or religiono 1 Thus; Oné might
speculate that the. resultlng changes were qulte Super=
flCl&ls at least during the first perlgd

g The only change reported for the secgnd period was the
»difference in attitude towards the Spam,sh9 climaxed by
: the murder of tbe s@ldierso It would be dlfflcult to
believe that more trnits of European material culture were
not added and possibly,adap%ed to Chumash.cultur69 even
" though not‘repdrtedo  fUﬁd©ubte¢1y9 conﬁact'was much more
frequent and of increasing durationy an@'dne'can-infeﬁ. |
that cuiture cﬁangeg whateVeff'it'may have beenglwas
' progr6351vely more profound . Whethér'there:fés any
change in meaning and function as well as in form is 1m=
',p0551ble to determineg even by a guess. - in shortp about
" the only canclusi@n one can make: from thé scanty ev1dence
is that the long p@@cess of assimilatlan int@ Western |

culture Was Jjust gettlng started by the 0pen1ng of the

'Mlssion perlaao
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| b-‘This,chapter brings the Chumash into the period of m18¢
3 sioﬁizafioﬁ,'when.the greéteét efforts for directed culture
‘change wére exerted upon them throughout the entire course
of theif history. It covers the time span from the ‘heightl
‘.of Spanish power in Californla to the overthrow of the Bm-
p1r89 followed by the brief Mexican ruleg to the errival of
the Amer;cans in 18480 Although the first Chumash m1551on,
San;Buenavenﬁura, was founded in 1783, I am béginning this
'discussién with 1800; for the reasons stated in the preced-
ing chaptera» . |
' The sources f@r this perlod come from translations of
the mlssion records‘and from a few seccn&ary summarleso The.
'records used are primar11y from Santq Ines Mission with.many
addltlons from Santa Barbara ana some fr@m La Purisime and
“Ban BaenaventuraQ; ,I belleve.that the Santa Ines material .
' isqfairlyjcompleteg‘bﬁt férlthe other missions I have used
.iny”alémall sampling~of what iéfpfobably a considerabléA
bodj éf‘data@ Thétfodus of discussion is thefefore on
- Santa,lnégg althoughjthé'Statusyof culﬁurevamonglthe coast-
alVChﬁmashvis included to 2 lesser extent. Unless other-
: ﬁ wise. étatéd"the facts presentad'fefef specifically to only
a portion of the tatal Chumash ter?itoryg that most popu-

»lwus area 1nc1uded Wlthln the present Santa Barbera Countyu
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P@nulati@n-at the beginning of the period.

: ‘;At the opening of the Eission periocd -the total Chﬁﬁash

::bopulatidnfwas prcbablyﬁbetwéen 8000,and 10900031 ‘and the

territory occuplied was the same as that mentioned in the .

‘ ipreéeding chépter;i ?he:Frénéiscan missions werevéstablishﬁ_

B ed.asvf@11@W$z; San Buenavéntura in 1788, Santa Barbera in

1786;'La'yurisimavin117a7, and Santa Ines in 1804. These

| miSSi@ns Wére pred@minant1y Chumash§With é few inland

' “Tulares“ in. eachc Ban EgﬂlS Obispo to the north is said

to have been paftly ChumaSh but principally Sallnansg and

-;.will n@t be incluaed in. thls diSCHSSlQna |

| It must be_remembefed,ﬁhat although'the miésionaries

drew away a large huﬁber of the‘Indians; %hroughout the

periéd thefé remained a cgnSiderable percentage of'fhe,popu«>'

léti@n sti}l livingvin'nativeetypé’ﬁillageso' Daniel Hill, g
I"Yankée from Masgachuééttsg~who moVed to Santa Barbara in
1822, said that between 1,820 and 1830 the four Chumash

""m1551on5 “?seldom 1ncluded more than 2000 of 81l the 1nd1g~

'enous of-the,country - many of them still-ex1sting on the

- - . ' B
different farms in our vicinity.'"  If Hill's estimate

1 |
Kfoeber9 HANDBQOK QF THE INDIAN& oF GALNIF@RNIAyp 551°f

o THE CONFLECT BETWEEN THE CALIFORNIA INDIAN
| AND WHITE czﬁILIAArlom I, p. 190.

38
Woodward, p. 120.
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'wewe cérreet " there would have been 2 large balance of non-
mlsqionized Indlans even at the peak of the conVerted popu-
lation, 1n,those years prior to secularizetion. (1836) Thus
dullng ét least this paft of the periaay there may have. been
more Chuma%h living in relaulvely independent vilTages than
at the missiopso Almost all the available source material
"‘]n.cnm-}ve:tﬂ9 concerns the mission Indlans, and; therefOfe9 they
will serve as the pr1nc1pa1 example for this study of assim-

11atianot B

Relstions between the Indiens and whites

_ Through@uﬁ the period9 the Chuﬁash came in contact with
ﬁSpanish having & very llmitea number of roles, By far the

most 1mportant 1nnovators were the Franciscan mlssionar1e39
v~wh@ fqnct;oned as‘the most patent-ﬁﬁuree of culture change.

SécOnd‘to this gfoﬁp‘weée the soldiers, a few of whom were
. stationed at each mission and more of whom were guertered
15; the presidieso f s@mé Chumash, thcugh probably not allg
 came in. contact Wlth rancher@s and other settlers, includ-
ing Mexﬁcans and a few Amerlcanso Whether or not the fact
that the 1nnOthQrs represented such a narrow fange of the
' exzsting roles of western eulture was of much imp@@tance in
the c@ntact SLtuatlon would be impo&sible to determine. It
seems likelyg howeverg that the very great dominance of the
-missicnaries cauﬁed the efforts of culture change to be did,

reeted w1th the strongest emphasis on - feliglon°
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 Although ihe.Chﬁﬁash Were‘nbtrcenéuewed by arms, they
and their land were simply tak@n cver9 and they appear to
have been treeted very much s conﬂuered peoPIeso In regard
. to thelr attltude towarus the Spanish, there is no dlrect
”eviaenceo | Howeverg the Net1v1stlc movement Whlcb flared
up in Qanta Bdrbara in 1801 and especially the Qrgsnized
revolt of 1824 lndicate cleerly enough that the prestige of
the whltes was not very high. On the other hand, the Fath-
ers at Santa Xnes P@ported in’ 1814, ®iThere hes been oOb-
served ln these Indians no disp@sxtlon for complalnlng nor
f@? hatred agalnst the European59 whom alone they know by
the torm gentecde»razony and for Wh@m they have more inclin-
dtlﬁn and affectlon than aver51on°““ o I am more impress-
ed by the faet that the Santa Ines as well as the Santa
Barbara~and Purlslma Indians all took up arms against the

Spanish than by ‘this statement of @plniano' '

Several ref@rences show that the efforts of the Fathers‘; R

to eradicaﬁe elements of native rellgion created a relation-
,shlp of - Susplcian and secrecyo Durlng the 1820959 Daniel
Hlll repovtea that when the Indians made offerlngs to their
id0189 Which cansisted of ”ﬁllttle temples of sticks and -

"‘brush . o o this was the occasion of gresat wrath to the

padreg_whcgnever‘falled'to,chastiserthe 1doiator$‘when

H

1 : : S
© "Mission record” in Engelhardt; p. 14.
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detected’ﬂwl Aﬁother‘example of the clandestine methods |
which tae Santa Ines Indians aaopted ocecurs in the mission
'urecord of 181 ‘In reporting the success of their efforts
»fcr‘culture»change}'the Eathers describéd how certain fit«.
uals were driven underground: ¥"'These and dthér-similér ',

| cults (W@?ﬁhipping the feathered stlcks) would be dlrected
‘to an inv151ble beingg Whl@h they pictured to themselveS

: wlth rldlculcus notions as the author of the rain39 of the
-'_Se_eds anc:_-fruit@sc : Since all these people have been
,béptizedg those bunches of plumes have disappearedg some
'are eneountered in the country outﬁlde or in the mountainso
Their devctees are careful to do in secret what they former-
1y did in g:n:ﬂol.:i_ac,*:g“5*2 This quoﬁatlan als@ 1llustr tes the |
1 attitude of the Franci&cans toward aspects of native .
religion, .

There are other expressions of the padres?® beliéf'in‘
the superlority @fIWhiﬁe‘cuiture;"Contrasting the Indians?
way of 1life in the abariglnal state to that in the miS31onsg
the Santa Ines Fathers cuncludedg wr, ., ., now they go
_ dressed WLth degency»o“a.o,They are subject to God, and o
the Boverelgn thfeﬁgh the governors and'missionériesg who

represent Him. They now subsist on Wheatp corn, peas, beef9 v

i ,
Woodward; p. 122.
MMisslion record™ in Engelhardt, pp. 14-15.



. :frée f:Qm'the'ge?ils in which they_saw'éhemsel#és before. .
'énd this‘isithe advéntageiwhichkrGSuits from having become
"ChPiStiSnSo”“l These same Facherg were apparently very
E well pleasea Wlth the progress which they believed the

" Indians had made in accepting Christianity, for they de-

»,_‘,GlafedgiﬁﬂWhen'they were'pagans they hadkno‘idéa of éterw

nity, of rewarég of punishment, of final judgement, heaven,
~‘purgat@ry9 and“ﬁello uNow,thaf‘they.are Chrisfianﬁ they
have a kﬁowledge of eve%ythingVReligion teaches themoWg
’If this were. trueg the Chumash certalnly learned their
lenson well and 1n a very short tlmev'
I have f@una one reference to an attitude of resl

'approval on the pﬂrt of the padrev at Santa In639 Wlth
_Whlch I shall‘conclude thls sectiQno They said, "' The
‘%irtues;found«amoﬁg then are‘en@ﬁfing»and sﬁffering‘hard~
ships, infirmitiéégjandfédversifiesg_hngility; obedience,
and SubmiSSian In both sexes'are Chafity and'compassion;
‘but few are géﬁeroﬁ$ﬁ7geﬁﬁaps}ﬁ@rf1a¢E of means to manifest
,éeheroqityOVﬂﬁ fAOne.céﬁ readiiy'imagine that the "virtues®
'~liﬁted were quite necessary in the m1531on regime. In con~-.

elusiong 1t should be pointed out that the relationship.

1

. IBID., \PA; 15
2 " j = TR - ,
Miiission record™ in Engelhardt, p. 21.
5

" IBID., p. l4.
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between fhe Indians énd'the mi§§i@ﬁaries'probably'depended a
gfeaf deal on the dispésitioﬁng the particuler Fﬁthero | Un-
j:doubtedlyg some of the relations were. pleasant but as a
 ’generality for the Chumash as ‘a wholeg the mission life pro-

, voked secz&ecyyJ fears and physical aS well as emotlonal

mléeryo‘

. ,Acculturation‘dufing this pericd may be,régarded as pri-
. marily'involviné direCEGd culture;changeo This is in sharp
cbntr&éf tq.the‘voluntafy borrowing éfvseiected elements
»duringrthé period of:Spanish exploration. For thosé Indians

_living at the missionsg their entire way of 1ife Was direct- -

- 1{ supervised by the mlssionarleso The degree to which the

Chumash acceptea European culture depended upon the SUCCESs
of the FrancLscans in stamping out native traits amd replacw
r ’;ng them Wlbh elements of Spanlmh cultureo

| The prin01pal 31m of the padreS was to tranqmit certain Ai
<'aspects.of thelr}cultureﬁri Ihese asPects Were selectedg not

by the Iﬁdiansg but by'the-Spanish'partly’for the purpose of

o fitting the Indians into the role of a lab@rer not too unf

like a medleval serfy subaeot primaaily to the Church and to
a lesser degree to the ﬁtat@o Ihe Franciacans served as =

the 1mmediate instrument of culture change9 supported by the
~ more obV10us p@wer of the soldiers gquartered at the mlssians~>.‘

and at the‘prQSidiO$o



Changes in Population

Perhaps the most Sﬁriking ﬁon%@u1tura1 result of aécula'
turation was the drasticidecréase in'populétiono‘ .As was 8l-
ready pointed out, at the beginniﬁg Qf the Miégioh pericd1- |
the total Chumesh population Wasvprobablj’betweéﬁ 8O0G<and
10, 000. By 1832 the nﬁmber of Indiens in the. ﬁiSSidns’and
Working on nearby ranchos (withln the territory. of the four B
main Chumash mlsglon&) was E@pOTued to have been 24710; of
caur&e there is no way of determining hOW'many Indlans WEre‘
unc@nverted and unknown tc‘the,padreskwh@ made thls esti-
mate, but it seems mnlikély'that sbout 6500 Chumash were
st111 at large by 1852. . This leaves ome with the unsatis-
factory é@ncluﬁicn thatHfhe majofity o6 #the difféfenée be~ -
tween 8000 to 10, QOO and 2471;- that is about 6500 had al-

- ready periﬁhed or otherwise vanished.

| | Sherbourne C@Okg who has evidemtly studLed and anal-
yzed all of the available population figures f@r this period
presents his finding$ in the study “P@pulation trends anong
the Calif@rnia M1531on Indisns. W.{ Naturallyp he Qescribes
the trendg only f@r the missionized and not the unconverted
population and therefore does not help solve the enigma of

- what heppen@d t@ the p@SSlble 65000, In regard to the

missions, he says that as a result @f'additionvby continuous

1
Cook, THE CONFLICT BETWEE
AND WHITE GI%ILIZATIQN i p%mvoﬁm THE CALIFORNIA INDIAN
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c,»@nvem:mn,9 ‘the p@pulations 1ncreased grmdually from the

i
founding of the missions to about 1820, F@r example;
Santa Ines started'w1th 2?5‘perﬂ@ns in 1804 and reached'a

maximum of 768 in 18169 which was f@ll@med by a steady de-

2
cline to ebout 100 indiv;duals in 1850.
~ According to Cooks; this increase from about 1800 to

1820 was due only tohcdnverQion and’congeéled the real sit-
~vation with respect. to the ccnverted @@pulaticng which was
actually undergoing a rapid deereaseo | This_deélineg he

E thinksy was the result of a number of factors. Those @f
which one can be reagcnabTy certaln are the decrease in
birth rate and the great 1ncrease in death raue9 espec- .
ially among infants and adolescentse' From the very bevirnung
dng of the period, the death rate was remarkahly high,

' largely due to the devastatlng epidemics, such as that re-
ported in 18010 In a2ddition to dlgeasep there were un=
doubtedly several other forces cantribut1@% to the destrues

B
tion of ‘the Chumaﬁho _ _
. The fate of the Wission Indiasns can therefore be

traced in what seems to be a fairly understandable @atternp

but just hnw the 6500 more .or 1ess unconverted Chumash dis-

g e o engn,e S
R SR LT

£
MISSTION IﬁgfgﬁgE@P?Légggﬂ TRENDS ANONG IHE CALIE&ﬁNIA

2
p. 176 Register of Mlssi@m Santa Ines“ in Engelvbardts

Cookg POPULATION TRENDS ANONG THE CALIF@RNIA
- MISSION INDIANSD Po 480
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appeared and probably perished is an intriguing and unanswer-

ed guestion.

. In regard tc,digﬁribﬁﬁieny these Indiens of which there
is any record weve clu&tered'ardﬁﬁd“fhe missionss either liv-
ing a2t the MLSSi@nS themselves or On;nearby ﬁpanish ranches
or in native V1llageso - The island populations gradually

died off or moved t@-the'mainlénd  By about 1860 the last

. survivors were reportea t@ have been rem@ved and taken to

~the misslonsol It is probably true that during the period
‘the Chumash p@pula@icn tended tﬁ,become somewhat more con-
centrated and less widely scattered throughout their former

territory.

The size of Iﬁdian populations at the missions was con~
, $1aerabley reaching a maximum of about 1000 persomns. ﬂowa
ever, thlS number is no greater than that of the large vilz-

- lages of La Isla and Dos Pueblosﬁ reported to Lave contained .
at least 1000 inhebitents, It is important to keep in mind
'the,fact that the over-sll known p@pulati@ﬁ‘during the
Wission period wes much smeller then that at thezéime of

early contact.

1
Yates, p. 373,
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Changes in personal m@bility

The Miésion Indiansjcértainly'éxperienced a restric-
ti@n‘ﬁf perS@nal‘mwbility5 f@f they wevre confineé'élmdst .
entlrely to the mission landsg with the exception of occas-
1ona1 visits to. thelr “pagan“ relatlves still 11v1ng in

rancherl@So, For Santa Ines it was reported that Tat cer-

- tain perl@ds of the year the Indlans were allowed to go and

visit thelr reietlves and friends on distant rancher1a39 al-
ways*belng'admonlshed,by ‘the padres t@ bring’more of their
friends and relat%ves‘ﬁo ﬁhe‘MissiQnoﬁ; Thus the padres
ehdeavofed %0 cbmbine‘the$evsdéial viéits #ith sdme natiﬁe_
‘prgselytizing9 ) ”
. Territorial removel

‘ Thére was pfObably a,steadyjreduction'@f'territory‘ N
eccupied bj the Chumagh'throughout the period. The tendency
for the Indisns to clustér around»the‘missions Waé_énceur4
aged by the é@ntinual efforts of the Fathers to seek con-
verts'and a13o by the‘preSSQre‘frOm-Spaniﬁh’seﬁtlers wﬁb |
weré moving in and forcing the Indians bffAthe 1éﬁdo' TheVZ‘
movemeﬁt toward the missiéns was p?ébably voluntary in some
cases, but on the whole it was nore 1ikelyAthe resnlt of
 direct pressure éxertéd on thé people to give up their

former territory.

1 - ‘
Walshy, p. 73.
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Movement from the isléhdsg,bﬂweverg was at fifst~volw'
untary when there ﬁeré'nO‘SéttlefsQ ' Two children from
Sanﬁa Cruz were the first islanders to be baptlzed at Santa  :
~ Ines in 18149 although they had und@ubtedly come to ﬁantﬁ
Barbera before then.. In 1815'ten adults from Santa Cruz
wWere baptlzed at Santa Inesg and from then on the number of
'convefted 1slander$ lncreasedel Whether by mlgrstion or an"i

acceleratad death rateg or b@th9 the islana pcpulatlﬁn

”*dwindled t@ such an extent that the remnants Were flnally .

removed in,about 18609 as was already_mentionedg and dis--
“tributed among the Chumash missions.

Addition

~ There is evidénce for 3omé of the'résultsﬁéf accultur—
atien which occurred durlng the Mlssion peri@d I have
f@und it mOQt cenvenlent to analyze them in terms of add1=
tlong substltmtion9 1oss and PeaCtIOBQ The material pre-
sented in these categories has not been tail@ﬁed fo fit them
. exactly, and cansequently there is considerable overlepplngo
Howeverg f@r the purposes of analysis; this breakaown seeus
' t@»be most helpfulel: It must be remembered that usable data
are very secarce ana hence this study will be very 1ncompleteg

- if not superf1c1elo-

Engelhardt, ps 88.

2 -
Yates, p. 373
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In regard t@ :suibsité*te:nceaQ the maj@r innovéti@ns of agri='
culture and stock raising. were 1argely cases of substitutlon9
but also of addition in so far as huﬂtAng and gathering were .
c@ntinued although'greatly reduced in the m1531on~envixonm
mehto The intreduction of the horse was an outrlght addlo
tion to the inventory of aboriglnal Chumash cultureo

E I .‘

.The;area of technology witnessed many additions. Uost
Of the men at the missions aéduifed thelknOW1édgé and skills
necpssary for farmlng and stock ralsingg end some of them
learned the technlgues of masonryp adobe and tile maklng9
plastering, blacksmluhing9 new tyges of leather work,; etc.
A;host’éf‘new‘ircn.tGQIS'ac¢ompénied these spécialtiesa The
women learned to spin cotton and.ﬁool-and~to weave them on
a loom, Ihey were taught to make soap and tallow for can-
dles and learned new methodﬁ of Sewing61 These<additlons
apparently resulted in an increase of technbisgical con-
- plexity and of economic Specializatlonm “That i% important
to notice is that both the complexity aad specializatlon in-
V$1ved_elements of EuPOpean culture and thus can be regarded
as a signifiéént-step in the trend»t@wafds assimilati@no

Cow o ox ‘ |
| In}regard fé héuaings sevéral‘édditioﬁs wére made,

some of which had important ramificatiohs affecting social

1
Walsh, p. 15



orgaﬁizationo‘ First there was the innovatlcn of a- few
types of furniﬁureg i@f in eddltion to the bed of Wood Qr
comh1669 the llving cuartevs at the m1551ons lncludea a
'ta‘b.‘!,,e-z}J benchess cupboards, and sheivegei» The innovation
?eguiring the greatest adju$tment was that of - the ﬁeparate
‘dormitories f@r single men and women. The Womenﬂs dormi-
tory, or mongeriog housed marriageable glrl@% over twelve
‘yearg of age, and young wzdowwo ’ At Santa nes, & matrcn |

wes in c¢harge, and after. the women had P@tl?@d for the nlght9

she locked ‘the door and gave the key t0 the padre who reu'

2
turned it to her in the mnorning. The mongerlo at Santa

'.‘Barbara was a single adobe roomg 17 by 7 yardsa, A ralged
' wooden platfarm was atcached to two of the %allsg-cn Whi@h

the women could sleep (to av01d the dampness of the earth

floor) _ The reconstructed monjeria at Purlslma M1331@n .

. closely resembles this descrlptlono _ﬁome of the possible

effects of this separation of younglmen and women from their
families will be diséugsed in a latev Seétiong" ' |
* % ¥

' The whole complex of Church music was introduced to

B R o
- Engelhardt, p. 191.

2 o
W&E$hg po' l?go

- from a letter by Fr., Tapls and Cortes.in Cook,
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN THE CALELEGRNIA INDIAND AND WHITE
CIVILIZATION IQ po 89o
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meny of the Mission Indians. At Sente Ines the Indians sang -
dufing the servicésg and c6me of them played in a small or-

-chestra‘which inciluded the following 1nstrumenﬁso violin9

: 1 R
9091109 fluteg trumpetg and triangleo-_ The padres rep@rta o

ed thaﬁ 9”they are fond of music9 and they 1earn easily by

memory the sonatas Which they R@arg or which are taught to "
2 - .
then. '™

Church holidays were another innovation of Spanish ‘
éultureo At Santa Ines M1551on9 "Dia de Santa.Ynes“9 in
'v honor of the patron salnt, was the najor festlval of the
‘yearo 1t was celebrated with a new type of recreatlon
for the Chumash - horse races and bull fights. An addition- .
al festivel ceme onAHdlyisaturday_at~mcst of the missions.

_ #An effigy of Judésg>ﬁade*of a4wéed éalled malva, was tied
to the saddle of a brom@oo ‘Thé horse was made to rear, and
the effigy was then ﬁaken down and burned “5 It seenms un-
likely that there was anythlng comparable to thls “f@lk“
type of celebratlon 1n Chumash culture prlor to the N1331on
period, For the Ind1an59 howeverp these festivals prob-

' ably functianea as a new Torm of recreatlano

Walsh, p. 78.
Mission record® in Engelhardt, p. 81,

. Walsh, p. 72.



84

In the sphere of~politicalvorganizatiénp a dual auto- -
cratic and centralized-authorify wés imposed ﬁp@n the
Indiens, in the form of the Catholic Church énd Spaﬁish‘."
Empire;_ The actual admihi&t?atisn was diviéed‘between the
two p@wers with the greater balance favoring the Church.-
v“Accerdlng to the padreﬁ at Santa Iness WThey are subject in
politlcal and economic matters to the mlﬁslanary Fat%ersg

and in criminal t@ the government of tne province. ¥

L@cally at the mlsslons, auth@ritv was 1n the hands of the
Franclwcansd supported by a guard of a few solaierso

Thus the Chumas&were brought int@ the vast hlerarcnic
system of the Spanish Emplreg end in theoryg at 1east9,thls
highly camplex p@lltical structure was added to the content
of their cultu.re° - The Fathers deflned the new status of
the Indien$ as follow5° '“Uihey are subgect to G@a and to
- the ﬁ@vereign through the govern@rs and mlssiona?lesg Whor |
represent»ﬂimoﬂﬁg‘ﬁ They appear- to have occupied-abcut the
lowest rung @f this theoeratle ladderg as it operated in
':Californiao It 3hou1d be p01nted out that the fipeal®
additiom of polltlcal compiex1ty Was represented simply by
the authorlty of the Franclscans and the mission guard9 for -

these were the Europeans mlth whom the Indlans had by far

‘the greatest contacty

XL _ -
"iission record® in Engelhardt, p. Q0.
"Mission record¥ in Engelhardt, p. 15.
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The autharity of the missionarleS‘was supported by ana‘  -

:other inn@vatlong that of punlshmentaA Since nearly all the

'A‘power of the Church and even of the State was vested in

themg they were the chief admlﬂlstr%tcrs of punlshmento
- This was apparently a much used techn;guep pr@bably because
the lwafe of the M1351on Indlan$ was so regimented and con~
fining that 1t enc@uraged dlsgbediengeo As to punlshmentv
among~the Indiéns themsélvésg the San%a.lneS padres report-
“ed that "'the native parents are'incépable of chastiging
‘their sons, though these may have deserved iffvery much o .
In the matters of puniéhﬁentQIWhen‘thére'is necessity for
“inflicting itg they are subject to thé missiohéry Fathers,
provided the'tranSgréssion‘bé:not a capltal crime. If it
be, offzcers of the sovereign apply the punishmentoﬂ“
, The sp601fic types of punlwhment were aescrlbed in
sdme detall by Fro Tapis and C@rtes at\Santa,Barbara in
1800.

17 The punishment that we. m15$10naries v1sit

on the Indizns when corrective measures and repri-
mends are of no avail are: fetters, lashes,
shackles, and. the stocks. The women are rarely
chastised by means of the devices mentioned with
the exception of the stocks . ... Runaways are
punished by lashes and the stocks, unless they
‘are very recalcitrant, in which ecase they under-

- go the fetters.  The same applies to those ‘
living in concubinage, those who. steal, or fight.
The delinguencies of women are punlshed by two,
three or more days in the st@cks, in pr@@@rtion

1. : '
TMission record® in Engelhardt;, p. 19.-











































































































































































































































































































































































