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Notes on the Flora of
Arizona VI

Charles T. Mason, Jr.
and George Yatskievych
Herbarium, University of Arizona

Although the flora of Arizona is well known and
documented, new plants are continually being reported for
the state or our knowledge of ranges extended. The new
discoveries may represent overlooked species, plants pre-
viously misidentified, newly introduced weeds, or com-
monly cultivated species which have become established
and are now a part of the native flora. The following
species fall into one or more of these categories.

Polypodiaceae
Notholaena incana Presl. was collected on a south

facing wall of rocky canyon to Hardshell Mine, south of
Harshaw, Santa Cruz County by Dave West, August
1979 (ARIZ 217541). [ARIZ serial numbers in this article
refer to herbarium specimens deposited in the Herbar-
ium of the University of Arizona at Tucson.]

This fern is rare in Arizona and was not included as a
part of the flora by Morton in Arizona Flora (Kearney and
Peebles, 1951) even though a specimen in the Herbarium
of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, England is marked
"Santa Rita, Arizona, March 1881, Lemmon." Rolla Tryon
likewise questioned the Lemmon specimen and excluded
Arizona as part of the distribution of the species in his
monograph of the genus (Tryon, 1956). Alan Zimmerman
(personal communication) has reported the presence of
specimens in the herbarium at Western New Mexico
University which were collected in New Mexico in
Guadalupe Canyon, a canyon which extends across the
southeastern corner of Arizona.

Gramineae
Eragrostis superba Peys. is an African grass which was

introduced about 1944 by the Soil Conservation Service in
range seeding tests. It has become established in southern
Arizona with specimens in the herbarium from Davidson
Canyon, Cochise County (Martin, October 1958) and sev-
eral collections from Pima County. These latter include
specimens from Interstate 10, 25 miles northwest of Tuc-
son (Barr 67 -164); 13.7 miles north of Sonoita along
Highway 83 (Van Devender, August 1976); 8 miles south
of Mountain View on Highway 83 (McLaughlin 55); west
of Santa Rita Experiment Station boundary along the
Greaterville- Continental Road (J. & C. Reeder 6968].

Leguminosae
Phaseolus supinus Wiggins and Rollins was first col-

lected by Kearney and Peebles between Nogales and Ruby
in Santa Cruz County. This specimen was questionably
identified as P. leiospermus Torr. and Gray and was so
reported by them in Arizona Flora (Kearney and Peebles,
1951). It has been recollected (Buhrows 144, 147) from
Hank and Yank ruins, Sycamore Canyon, Atascosa Moun-
tains, Santa Cruz County (ARIZ 126688, 216828).
Buhrows has determined the plant to be a perennial with
fusiform roots, while P. leiospermus is described as an
annual. This not only is a new species for Arizona but also
for the United States. Phaseolus supina previously was
known only from the type locality between Colorado and
Mazatan in Sonora, Mexico.
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Leucaena leucocephala (Lam) de Wit. is a widely dis-
persed tropical shrub or tree which has become estab-
lished along the east side of the Colorado River, 100 yards
below Laguna Dam. Specimens collected by Bill Rinne on
May 10, 1978 are deposited in the University of Arizona
Herbarium (ARIZ 210279, 210285, 210293).

Loasaceae
Mentzelia lindheimeri Uline & Gray is a species new to

Arizona. Three collections in the herbarium (ARIZ 32425,
206199, 206217) were either misidentified or undeter-
mined. Dr. Henry Thompson supplied the identification
and kindly suggested that we add the citation to this note.
All collections were made by L. N. Goodding in Cochise
County. A collection in September 1909 (LNG 448) and
one in September 1961 (LNG 326 -61) came from the Mule
Mountains. The third collection, also September 1961
(LNG 191 -61) was made on the Fort Huachuca Military
Reservation.

Mentzelia oligosperma Sims is a new species for-
Arizona. It was collected in Middle Canyon, Whetstone
Mountains, Cochise County (Van Devender and Martin,
September 1976, specimen ARIZ 201575). The determina-
tion was confirmed by Dr. Henry Thompson.

Lythraceae
Ammannia auriculata Willd., tentatively included in

the flora of Arizona by Kearney and Peebles (1951), can
now be considered as a definite member of the flora. A
collection from Hooker's Cienega, southwest of Bonita,
Graham County was made by Jenkins and Yatskievych,
number 79 -760 (ARIZ 217626).

Several specimens in the herbarium fit the description
of Ammannia robusta as given by Graham (1979). This is
a new species record for Arizona although it falls within
Graham's distribution pattern.

Araliaceae
Hedera helix L. and H. colchica Kod. have both been

introduced into Ramsey Canyon, Huachuca Mountains,
Cochise County and represent new state records. These
were apparently planted as ornamentals around the
Mile -Hi Guest Ranch and around the Bledsoe home. They
have now escaped cultivation and have become estab-
lished in the canyon. Both species have been collected by
George Yatskievych, numbers 79809 and 79 -811 (ARIZ
217769, 217768).

Apocynaceae
Vinca major L., a commonly cultivated species, has be-

come naturalized as an escape in Ramsey Canyon,
Huachuca Mountains. It is well established and appa-
rently spreading in the lower canyon area above the
Mile -Hi Guest Ranch. A collection by Yatskievych,
number 79 -805 is deposited in the herbarium (ARIZ
217767).

Convolvulaceae
Ipomaea Xleucantha Jacq. is an introduced weed infest-

ing a cotton field 70 miles east of Blythe, California. It was
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collected by Stan Heathman (October 4, 1979, specimen
ARIZ 217292). The identification was confirmed by
Daniel Austin. A specimen collected by J. J. Thornber in
1930 from the Santa Cruz Valley and identified as
Ipomaea triloba L. in Arizona Flora (Kearney and Peebles,
1951) has been tentatively referred to I. Xleucantha. The
earlier population does not seem to have persisted and
possibly this new infestation will not become established.

Polemoniaceae
Ipomopsis frutescens (Rydb.) V. Grant [= Gilia frutes-

cens Rydb.] has never been added to the flora of Arizona
although a specimen was collected northeast of the Gap,
Coconino County (Haskell and Deaver, 4734) in August
of 1954. This species has come to our attention recently by
two new collections. Bundy and Coombs (no. 2900,
specimen ARIZ 216760) collected it on the Paria Plateau,
Pinnacle Valley, T39N, R5E, Sect 4 in Coconino County.
Gierisch (no. 4687, specimen ARIZ 221796) collected it in
Potter Canyon, T4ON, R5W, Sect 9 in Mohave County.
Both of these add to the confirmation of this species in
Arizona.

Solanaceae
Physalis ixocarpa Brot. was brought to the herbarium

for identification by Stanley Heathman. It was collected
August 16, 1979 on Willow Springs Ranch, Black Moun-
tain, Mohave County. Although it is a native of Mexico
and a common weed of central and southern California,
this is the first record for Arizona (ARIZ 216565, 216595,
216617).

Scrophulariaceae
Lindernia anagallidea (Michx.) Penn. (ARIZ 217190),

collected from Hooker Cienega, south of Bonita, Cochise
County (Yatskievych et al. 70 -683) represents a new
species record for Arizona and the first definite record of
the genus in Arizona. Lindernia dubia was previously re-
ported by Pennell from the Santa Cruz River in Sonora.
Correll and Correll (1972) questionably listed Arizona as
part of its range.

Compositae
Xanthisma texana DC, a species primarily from Texas

and Oklahoma, has been collected in Lower Garden Can-
yon, Huachuca Mountains, Fort Huachuca Military Instal-
lation, Cochise County (Yatskievych 78 -592, specimen
ARIZ 212943). This new locality represents a considerable
range extension and may have resulted from a recent in-
troduction through the movement of military personnel.
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