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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION 

Reasons for the Study
Some time ago at a meeting of geography teachers the 

remark was made that in checking the various experiences 
of her students at the beginning of a year, one teacher 
had found that a sizeable group of her Mexican pupils, 
many of whom were life-long residents of Tucson, never 
had seen the University of Arizona. The remark was in
tended to indicate to the group the extremely poor back
ground with which Mexican students of local origin were 
prepared to undertake a study such as geography, but it 
caught my interest because it seemed to me likely that it 
would prove almost equally true with history and with cer
tain phases of English and literature; in fact, with any 
portion of the school program which requires mental imagery 
stemming from a varied experience outside the environment 
of the home and its immediate surroundings. I met the 
same situation in different guise in trying to present 
"Ivanhoe" to Mexican students in English classes in high 
school, for while their interest in the story ran high at 
certain points, they were almost unable to follow it for 
lack of familiarity with historical terms and background.
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One was continually compelled to stop for explanation of 
words such as largesse, tournament, prithee, dais, and 
even battlement. This naturally was not true exclusively 
with Mexican students, but was a far more frequent diffi
culty with them than with others. later in using a volume 
including various types of literature, it was hard to 
maintain interest among Mexican children in literary forms 
such as the essay, the biographical sketch, or the sonnet 
because nothing in their experience prepared them to feel 
that either the form or the content was then, or would be
come, personally important. One boy refused, even after 
much class discussion plus the showing of a movie, to be
lieve in the existence of any of the prehistoric animals 
on the earth, a discussion aroused by an article dealing 
with the discovery and reconstruction of fossilized re
mains. He reported that he had heard of these things in 
other classes but, never having visited a museum or found 
proof in outside reading, he saw no reason to accept them 
as true. Besides, he said, that was all too long ago, and 
others agreed.

Having been engaged in social work in Tucson before 
teaching, I had had occasion to meet many of these Mexican 
families on a slightly different basis than that of the 
schoolroom, particularly during one year when most of xthe 
cases assigned to my desk were Mexicans requiring more



3

individual services than simply food orders, usually be
cause of illness or problems such as illegitimacy, deser
tion, or foster home care. This was the period of 1932 to 
1935 when many Mexican families reached the absolute end 
of their own resources and were unable to find steady em
ployment of any kind. Because, in addition, they had 
always been limited by certain factors of backwardness and 
racial standards, they were then living in conditions of 
the greatest insecurity and most pressing want for even 
the simplest essentials of life.

In reviewing such contacts, though at that time they 
admittedly were extreme, it seemed that certain explana
tions for situations presented in the schoolroom became 
clear and that perhaps a closer examination, supplemented 
by more recent contacts, would reveal certain factors to 
be particularly responsible.

A corollary to such a survey might be the recogni
tion of much common ground within the fields of social work 
and education, as from experience in both fields certain 
similarities were already apparent. This point is dis
cussed further in an appropriate chapter.

Statement of the Problem
The problem of this thesis is to discover whether 

visits to the homes of twenty-five Mexican families in 
Tucson would reveal elements in the social background of



k

Spanish-speaking students which influence their learning 
in school.

Method of Procedure
In gathering material for this investigation I have 

used as my chief source of information visits made to 
twenty-five Mexican homes, supplemented by knowledge 
gained in many previous home contacts as a social worker. 
The twenty-five families were selected at random from 
lists given me by principals of the various elementary 
schools, except that I endeavored from home addresses to 
have at least one family and usually more in each general 
section of town. The entire area included begins north
west of Speedway on north Twelfth Avenue and extends as 
far south as the Veterans* Hospital, west to Mission Road, 
and east to the Southern Pacific tracks on south Park 
Avenue. There is a natural concentration of families 
-toward the center of town due to the fact that Ochoa, 
Carrillo, and Drachman Schools are close together and also 
because a larger proportion of Mexican families inhabit 
this area.

Entrance to the homes was gained by explaining that 
the school principal had given me the name of the family, 
and that I desired some information about the children in 
school. Usually the family was flattered to have been 
mentioned by the school principal, and in all but two
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cases answered questions readily. In the Q, home the 
husband m s  not eager to have his wife talk to me, and in 
the B home the mother m s  withholding information which 
m s  very personal. These visits were supplemented by 
personal contacts with workers actively in service in 
various capacities in Tucson. The last four home visits 
were made without lists from the school principals be
cause of inability to contact them during the summer, or 
to secure names and addresses from other school officials. 
In these oases I selected entirely at random a home in the 
desired district where I saw children of school age, and 
by explaining what I wanted was permitted to enter.

The extreme need for caution in handling the personal 
information included regarding these families cannot be 
over-emphasized, and the harm which can result from iden
tifying a particular situation with a particular family, 
as in reasons for desertion or the presence of venereal 
diseases, is obvious. For that reason the families are 
known only as letters of the alphabet, the children as 
numbers, and the house numbers have been omitted from the 
individual reports. -

In general I followed the same plan of questioning 
for all families, beginning with names and ages of the 
parents. This led to revelation of divorce or desertion, 
if present, and of second marriages. A question as to
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how long the family had resided here told not only resi
dence, but usually citizenship as well. The question as 
to birthplace of grandparents showed the unusual impor
tance of the present time in the attitude of Mexican 
families, as most informers could not tell about the origin 
of the husband's parents and, if any one of the four grand
parents was dead, did not consider that they counted in 
the question. The question followed as to names, ages, 
and grades of all children in the family, which revealed 
sometimes that mothers were uncertain of all ages in the 
family and that almost without exception they had to ask 
one of the children themselves to get grade placements for 
those attending school. Other questions concerned the 
husband * s employment, approximate wage and length of ser
vice, ownership or rental of home, toys or playthings 
available, ownership of radios, number of rooms in the 
house, sleeping arrangements, books and magazines read, 
other entertainment such as movies, games and leisure-time 
activities, and the language used in the home and in play. 
Usually by the time names and ages of children were com
pleted, the mother was talking rather freely and most of 
what is included in the individual records regarding ill
ness, personal problems, children's employment, and causes 
of desertion was given independently.
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The time of day for making visits was not limited to 
any particular set of hours for fear that by so doing 
certain conditions in the homes might be over-emphasized. 
For example, if all visits had been made early, one 
might have expected to find general disorder in the homes 
or young people occupied at household tasks; and if all 
had been made in the early afternoon, cleaner homes and 
more leisure-time activities might have been observed.
The time of making these contacts, therefore, included any 
hour between 9:30 A.M. and 5:00 P.M.

Toward the end of the period of visiting, in order 
to secure confirmation for certain facts which I believed 
to have emerged, additional trips were made to several 
sections during various hours of the evening.

Because of the reasons necessarily given for these 
visits, only one contact could be made with each family.

Delimitations
The families included in this report belong almost 

entirely to the unskilled or semi-skilled class of workmen, 
and by origin and heritage to the Mexican peon group. It 
was not intentional on my part to set up these two facts 
as particular requirements in the beginning, but after the 
larger portion of visits had been made and it was apparent 
that this was the group which had emerged, I purposely 
avoided visiting the once-fine old homes along south Stone
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Avenue where, I believe, one would be more likely to find 
persons of true Spanish or upper-class extraction. Also 
omitted were the few socially prominent families scattered 
among the more desirable sections of town who, because of 
money and background, have disassociated themselves from 
the usual Mexican traditions and are in every way American 
except that they often are bi-lingual. These last two 
groups are a very small part of the Mexican population of 
Tucson as a whole, and cannot be considered as part of the 
"Mexican problem."

Definition of Terms
The word Mexican, as used here, refers to families of 

Mexican or Mexican-Indian origin, though in some cases 
those interviewed are one or even two generations removed 
from the original immigrant. Spanish-speaking and Hexican- 
American describe the same type of family. The words 
American or white refer to the native or English-speaking 
population.

Certain institutions are mentioned which may be un
familiar. Comstock Hospital refers to a locally-supported 
institution, once established to care for indigent tran
sient or non-resident cases of tuberculosis. During the 
depression it was changed into a hospital for treatment 
of childhood type tuberculosis due to the number of oases 
requiring this kind of care. It is still in use.
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The Preventorium is the name of an institution estab
lished during the depression to care for cases of child
hood type tuberculosis where the patient was able to be 
out of bed, could do limited amounts of school work but 
required extra food and long hours of rest. Teachers were 
furnished through the schools. It no longer operates.
Both of these institutions served to educate many families 
to the special needs of tuberculous children.

Oury Park is a play center on St. Mary’s Hoad which 
has been aided or sponsored by various local groups as well 
as by the city. The latest attempt to use it for children 
of all ages was a failure because when dances were given 
there, undesirable adolescents from other parts of town 
attended and caused so much trouble that respectable Mexi
can people refused to have anything to do with it. The 
present recreational director devotes most of his time to 
teen-age boys who dome for athletic games.

Review of Related Studies
It has been difficult to find investigations pre

viously written which would apply directly to various 
phases of the present discussion, for the reason that most 
magazine articles and books have been presented wholly from 
a single viewpoint, that of education or social work 
separately. A number of comparative investigations have 
been made dealing with Mexican and American children, for
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example 0,K. Garretson1s "Study of the Causes of Retarda
tion Among Mexican School Children in a Small Public School1
System in Arizona," and James Alton Elliott *s The Lan
guage Handicap in Spaniah-American Children in Intelli- 
gence and Achievement; but these have dealt only with 
the educational point of view. Similarly, numerous
articles have been written such as the study of Detroit

3Mexican families by Humphreys, and a study entitled
"Stereotype and the Social Types of Mexican-Amerioan 

4Youths" by the same author; but these are aimed at social 
workers actively in the field. The only work I have been 
able to discover where the writer dealt with both Mexican 
school children and their families is A Proposed Program 
of Moral Instruction for Mexican Children in the Inter-5 •mediate Grades by Esther Calloway; and it should be noted

1. Garretson, O.K. "Study of the Causes of Retardation
Among Mexican Children in a Small Public School System," Journal of Educational Psychology; 19:31- 
40, (January, 1946).

2. Elliott, James Alton. The Language Handicap in
Spanish-Amerioan Children in Intelligence and 
Achievement.

3• Humphreys, Norman Daymond. "Changing Structure of the 
Detroit Mexican Family: An Index of Acculturation." 
American Sociological Review; 9:622-626, (December,ismn

4. Humphreys, Norman Daymond. "Stereotype and the Social
Types of Mexican-Amerioan Youths." Journal of 
Social Psychology: 22:69-75, (August, 1945).5. Calloway. Esther. A Proposed Program of Moral
Instruction for Mexican Children in the Intermediate tirades. '
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that she has therein assumed to be true certain traits 
and situations which I believe may be more particularly 
emphasized in the case material presented here. Further
more, her thesis is devoted only to the study and isola
tion of certain character traits necessary as background 
for constructing a program of moral instruction.

I have purposely omitted from this paper a detailed . 
discussion of the Mexicans1 racial heritage in Old Mexico 
and Latin America for two reasons: first, the subject
already has been thoroughly and carefully presented by6
others such as Miss Calloway and in numerous books, a

7comprehensive one of which is C. Reginald Enock's Mexico; 
secondly, because most of the local Mexican population, 
so far as can be determined, originates in the states of 
Sonora and Chihuahua, to which much of the material in 
discussions of racial heritage does not apply. These are 
states of limited industry due to their resources and type 
of terrain; native crafts are less characteristic; almost 
no provincial dances or festivals are common; and the hold 
of the Catholic Church is rather weak. For these reasons 
much that applies to Central and Southern Mexico and to 
Latin America does not hold true of our people.

6. Calloway, Esther, op. clt.. pp. 22-3A.
7. Enock, C. Reginald. Mexico, pp. 154-254.



CHAPTER II

HOME ENVIRONMENT OF MEXICAN FAMILIES 
IN TUCSON

The location of a Mexican home in Tucson has definite 
Implications as to the type of family life which may be 
expected within it. There are certain definite areas 
where trouble, over a long period of years, has been much 
more frequent. These were, roughly, the section of Anita 
and Carmen Streets located in the northwestern part of the 
city near the Southern Pacific tracks, and the general area 
of Meyer and Convent Streets for a length of several blocks 
south of the business section. There was a period when the 
El Rio district also was troublesome. In more recent 
years, however, the Anita Street area and the El Rio dis
trict have shown a noticeable lessening of delinquency, 
whereas the Meyer-Convent Street section has continued to 
produce more than its share of acutely maladjusted chil
dren.

Meyer-Convent Street Section 
The reasons for this are several. The apartment 

dwellings in this slum section are a closely-built series 
of three-room units, opening directly onto the street, ill 
ventilated, uncooled and usually without provision for heat
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except from the kitchen stove. There Is no space between 
them, and because some of the walls serve two apartments 
there are usually no windows In the middle room, making 
this part of the home dark and stuffy. It would be diffi
cult to find a unit which has not at some time housed a 
case of active tuberculosis. Y/ith the need for sleeping 
space as urgent as it usually is, there is seldom space 
to arrange a real living room, and in the few homes where 
an attempt has been made to do so by providing a sofa, 
chairs, and small tables, beds are added and used for 
extra seating space where necessary.

These homes have no individuality except what may be 
contrived through an ingenious arrangement of furniture 
within the apartment itself. Families of all sizes oc
cupy the various units, but it is unusual to find fewer 
than five persons in any one of them so that overcrowding 
is necessary at all times. Seldom can children sleep 
alone or enjoy any personal privacy, and there is no room 
for them to spread out toys or playthings without being in 
the way. Outdoor play space does not exist except on the 
sidewalks or in bare back yards where sanitary facilities 
are located, washing is done, and wood stored for kitchen 
stoves. There is again no privacy for any of the families 
who must share these yards, and even if a mother knows that 
her children are finding unsuitable companions there, she
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may have trouble doing anything about it.
These apartments are all old and often badly re

paired with roofs which leak and plaster on inside walls 
broken. Many have no sewers and, though they do have city 
water, a single old-fashioned hydrant in the back yard may 
serve more than one family. All have electric connec
tions but the fixtures usually consist of one unshaded, 
hanging bulb in the center of a room with no wall outlets 
for additional lamps. A home with anything like adequate 
lighting is a rarity. There is often no overhead light in 
the kitchen so most families use kerosene lamps here, and 
in times when employment is hard to find they give up 
electricity altogether. Such conditions naturally lessen 
the use of electrical equipment such as toasters, refrig
erators, and washing machines.

Eating arrangements are necessarily crowded at the 
one table in the dirt-floored kitchen so that in large 
families everyone cannot sit down together, and the com
panionship and development of mutual interest resulting 
from mealtime association in American homes is lost. It 
is hard to spend evenings as a family group because of the 
crowded living rooms. Many people gather on front steps, 
sidewalks, or back yards after the evening meal.

Children in the homes of this area must play in the 
back yards or on the streets, and they must avoid traffic
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which at times is considerable. As they grow older there 
is no space and no equipment available to give them suf
ficient outlets in games or group activities such as base
ball, basketball, skating, or swimming. Instead, they 
are close enough to low-class cafes, pool halls and 
saloons to become familiar with quarreling, drunkenness, 
noisy talk, and occasionally fights. Hegro families are 
scattered throughout the area, and one or two business 
places which cater to Negroes seem especially well at
tended .

All families living on these streets rent their apart
ments. The owners have had long experience renting to 
low-income families and for this reason do little toward 
improving the appearance or comfort of the houses. The 
people who rent them sometimes realize their inadequacy 
but have become apathetic; they do not expect much more for 
what they pay and frequently have experienced something 
worse. Thus they have no incentive toward planting flowers 
and trees, or adding to the home itself in any permanent 
way. Should illness or hard times strike, they probably 
will have to move to something less expensive.

At present with wages fairly high, more mothers in 
this section are remaining at home than is true when they 
are forced to supplement the husband’s earnings.

Many people here are able to speak English, but
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Spanish is the language spoken in all homes and the chil
dren use it in their play. Stores of all kinds cater 
almost exclusively to the Mexican trade.

Two other sections in Tucson may be described in 
exactly the same terms as the Meyer Street area, including 
numerous old tenements on St. Mary's Road west of Main 
Street, and a few blocks of such dwellings from west 
First north to west Third or Fourth Streets. These also 
are inhabited by both Mexican and Negro families. The 
notable difference here is that the latter do not adjoin 
any undesirable business houses so that younger children, 
at least, may be protected for awhile. There is nothing 
at hand, however, for constructive recreation.

El Rio District
In the El Rio section of town the situation is quite 

different. Here most of the families own their own homes, 
and many have built the houses themselves, a room or two 
at a time. The lots are large enough to provide ample 
play space for smaller children, and scattered through the 
area are sizeable vacant lots where older children can 
play ball or other running games. Traffic is at a mini
mum, except on the road leading to St. Mary's Hospital. 
There has been general planting of trees and small shrubs, 
though grass is unusual. A number of families keep 
chickens, and frequently the children have a pet dog or
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oat. Unless the home has been broken, most mothers in 
this area are not wage earners. Homes vary .in size ac
cording to the financial ability of the family, but 
crowding is not such an acute problem as it is in older 
slum sections. In summer many families sleep out of 
doors. Great interest in the people has been shown by the 
school principal and the priest of the church, so that 
there has been an organized attempt to teach cleanliness 
and sanitation, better care for small babies, and the dan
ger of unscreened doors and windows. There is somewhat 
more possibility of privacy in these homes. The fact that 
it is still not more common is due to the people's own 
ideas of what constitutes sufficient space. There is 
also, because of the general standards set by the area, 
more attempt to provide a few playthings for the children. 
It is noteworthy that at present a substantial brick recre
ation center is under construction which undoubtedly will 
be of material benefit in providing leisure time outlets 
for both children and adults.

This is a strictly residential area, having no %eal 
business section nor any kind of business establishments 
except a few small grocery stores and a restaurant or two. 
In the past the district has had its full share of poorly- 
managed homes, problem children, and noisy, drunken adults 
but they have had to go to another part of town to find
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the kind of entertainment they craved♦ The children do 
not have public bars or pool halls at hand to serve as 
meeting places for poor companions. The formation of 
mischievous gangs consequently is less easy.

Both Spanish and English are spoken, but there is a 
slow tendency to use more English in the homes. I found 
one family here where the children spoke English much 
better than they did Spanish.

There is evidence of definite interest in the home 
itself, its repair and upkeep, decoration and appearance. 
This naturally is a steadying influence, and is one of the 
recognized foundations of security in family life.

El Paso Street to Mission Road
Many of the same physical features are true in the 

section southwest of the Southern Pacific Sanatorium 
which includes El Paso Street, Mission Road, Rosales Street, 
and others. Once a particularly slovenly area, scene of 
many an emergency food or sick call from county health and 
welfare units, it has now become a section composed largely 
of home owners with reasonably steady incomes. The streets 
Eire cleaner and the whole area is in an improved state of 
repair. Many of these improvements have been done by the 
people themselves. Cleanliness is general, both inside 
and outside the dwellings. There are numerous trees and 
small garden plots. Most of the homes have outdoor

x
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sanitary facilities, but this is so generally accepted 
that it is not ordinarily considered a problem by the 
families themselves. Lots are large enough so that small 
children can play out of doors where their mothers can see 
them. There are few vacant lots, but older children at 
present are finding certain outlets in the swimming pool 
and play center of Carrillo School. Older adolescents 
still may present a problem if not employed. It was in 
this district that I found one of only two regular readers 
of books from the public library and saw the only chil
dren's swing put up in a yard.

There are no saloons or pool halls immediately at 
hand, no grocery stores or other business for several 
blocks. It is easy to reach the center of town, however, 
and at various times in recent years this section has 
proved the source of seme delinquency. Both English and 
Spanish generally are spoken.

South Tucson
Many Mexican families are housed in dwellings which 

once were the fine homes of Tucson. These are located 
along south Stone Avenue and parallel avenues to the east 
for several blocks. Here the rents are considerably higher, 
rooms are larger, homes more substantially built. This 
area has had sewers for many years, and indoor plumbing is 
general. The type of household furnishings indicates the
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high social standards of the families. One finds more 
beds and often an electric refrigerator or modern gas . 
stove. There are fewer families supported by common la
borers and more who can classify as semi-skilled. Children 
from these homes have a few more toys, better physical 
care, and are encouraged to attend school longer since 
they are not required to contribute so early to family in
come. Occasionally they even take music or dancing 
lessons.

West of Stone Avenue the poorer section continues 
south for a considerable distance, but the closely built 
apartment section is gradually broken by individual homes, 
traffic becomes less, and there is generally more space.

In the far southwest section of town served by Mission 
View and Government Heights Schools the homes are largely 
separated units. This entire area shows a most marked 
improvement over the past several years. Not only is it 
greatly enlarged, but dwellings which previously were mere 
adobe shelters have been enclosed, screens added, roofs 
completed, and the buildings stuccoed and painted outside. 
These houses have windows opening outside from all rooms 
so that they are generally well ventilated. Many show 
the owners* efforts to add to their appearance with various 
kinds of planting. All are in good repair, and the stand
ards of general cleanliness have improved greatly.
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Particularly was this evident in the orderly storage of 
stove wood, laundry equipment, and odd metals such as old 
oar parts. Paving remains to he done, but the streets are 
at least graded. There is ample space for children to 
play in the open, though one sees little evidence of any
thing to play with. Overcrowding still may be found in 
larger families, but there are obvious attempts to be as 
comfortable as possible. Within the Mexican section here 
are two or three streets largely occupied by Papago 
Indians. The whole area merges into one built in recent 
years which is taken up almost entirely by white families. 
There is a considerable mingling of Mexican and white 
families throughout all of South Tucson. Both Spanish and 
English are spoken everywhere, but Spanish is much more 
frequent in the homes and among the children.

Stone Avenue is the nearest business section here, 
and includes all sorts of business establishments from 
grocery stores, second-hand shops, and tourist courts to 
numerous eating places, in some of which liquor is sold.
A few of these cater to Mexican trade.

Thus it may be concluded that the Mexican child of 
Tucson in giving his home address tells more of what may 
be expected of him as a person and of the home he lives in 
than is true of his English-speaking equivalent, since
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certain outward features of the homes follow a sectional 
pattern, and there is a general grouping of families by 
standards.



CHAPTER I H

THE MEXICAN MOTHER

It is a truism, long accepted, that to the mother in 
any home may be attributed much of the leadership and 
many of the influences vital to the outcome of its members. 
But this is applicable in a rather special way with Mexi
can or Spanish-American mothers. Not only are they the 
source of affection, personal care, and inspiration in the 
usual sense. They are also the bridge between two very 
different sets of cultures, and the degree to which they 
have adjusted themselves by absorbing American customs or 
clinging to Mexican folkways has a marked influence on 
each of their children. In a very real sense the school 
is dealing with the mothers of its Mexican children.

If the mother has learned to speak English, her chil
dren speak it more readily and, what is more important, 
have an understanding of the common idioms which have no 
equivalent in Spanish. If the child speaks Spanish con
sistently at home, he often speaks English with considerable 
accent and there are elements of his English lessons in 
school which he sometimes never fully understands. In my 
own class in sophomore English during the past school 
year I found it necessary to read aloud or otherwise
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interpret certain of the selections used for punctuation 
exercises. The class could not place punctuation marks 
easily because they could not grasp the meaning of the 
paragraph. The marked lack of comprehension of English 
in trying to present "Ivanhoe" to Mexican students has 
already been mentioned.

In another way also the poor command of English by
• ... - ^the mother influences the Mexican child, since she be

comes dependent upon him to act as interpreter for her.
The child thus has to assume considerable responsibility, 
often while he is young, for assisting with shopping and 
in transacting various business affairs of the family.
He becomes aware of his parents* financial status and 
their problems in a way which otherwise might be avoided.
In some cases the child has to help his parents to deal 
with the schools themselves. Mrs. K, for example, always 
has been more than willing to make costumes or help in any 
way possible once she understood what was desired, and the 
money was always forthcoming. However, her oldest son was 
the person who talked to the school people and interpreted 
for his mother. She would be little short of helpless with
out him. The important fact, however, is that either one 
or both of the parents must depend on a child for informa
tion, a situation which tends to give him a certain sense 
of superiority. The same thing has been noted by'Humphreys
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in his study of social types of Mexican-American children. 
How far this attitude affects his behavior, especially as 
he reaches adolescence and some earning capacity, depends 
again on the other relationships developed in the home 
and on the personality of the child himself. It must 
certainly be recognized as one element in a changing 
family pattern.

This brings to mind another factor. In peon homes 
of Mexico, though the mother often has worked in fields 
or at some one of the native crafts of her particular area 
in addition to keeping her house and rearing her children, 
she has been regarded as inferior to the males in the 
family and has never been included, until very recently, 
in even the scanty formal education allotted to men. This 
results in emphasizing her position of inferiority and 
dependence. But more important, though she may have a dim 
realization of the value of education, though she may wish 
to give her children something better than what she and 
her husband have had, she is out off from any real under
standing of the school program as it operates from day to 
day. She cannot follow the questioning of her children’s 
minds, much less help them to expand from her own

1. Humphreys, Morman baymond. ^Stereotype and the
Social Types of Mexican-American Youths.” Journal 
of Social Psychology; 22:70, (August, 1%5).

1
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resources. Never having read much, she has no idea of 
supplementary sources of pleasure or profit for the child 
in any particular field where his interest may have been 
stimulated by some school contact. The longer the child 
attends school, the greater this cleavage becomes because 
the child knows more and more facts which are foreign to . 
his mother. If she retains her place of leadership in 
her home, it must be because her emotional qualities are 
sufficiently strong to stabilize it for her. The basis 
must be less and less a meeting of minds and more an emo
tional tie.

The ignorance and paucity of educational background 
of these mothers have other implications. How little they 
understand of minimum health standards can be attested by 
any school or county health nurse. The extreme in back
wardness is illustrated by Mrs. G who had to be called on 
several times and helped to arrange care for her smallest 
child before she brought her boys to a clinic for venereal 
disease tests. Lesser instances concern the need for care 
in isolating contagious diseases. In most peon-type homes 
there is so little understanding of healthful diet that 
even in hard times such vegetables as carrots and spinach 
were thrown out while the family hungered for more of its 
traditional beans and rice. Many Mexican children drink 
coffee daily at an early age. The majority of them have
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suffered serious illness while still very young. Except 
in the case of young babies, all the family go to bed at 
the same hour.

There are, of course, many families where the mothers 
have received some education in American schools, usually 
not above the seventh grade. Here one finds meals served 
more regularly, a somewhat greater variety of food, and 
a general willingness to accept modern health trends. 
Naturally there is a greater understanding of the school 
and its program, and a somewhat more noticeable attempt 
to amalgamate ideas of the school with those of the home.

The play habits of Mexican children also are condi
tioned by their mothers, and here the lack of education 
on the part of many creates glaring lacks in the lives of 
their children. Most of the mothers in laboring homes 
never had opportunity for play in the sense that it is re
garded today. Poverty has been too close a companion to 
make them feel that play is anything but a luxury. If 
their families were large, they assumed their share of 
household tasks at an early age. In any case they re
mained closely at home, imitating*in so far as they could 
the tasks of their mothers, and assuming quite early the 
care of.younger children. Now that they have their own 
families to care for, they carry on the same ideas. Well- 
brought-up Mexican girls, even in low-income families.
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still do not leave their homes; their free time is taken 
up with housework or other responsibilities. The only- 
exception occurs where the girl has a daytime job in an 
approved store or home, but she is still required to be 
home at night. An unbelievable amount of time is spent on 
personal care as they grow older for hair, nails, make-up, 
and fashionable dress. Sometimes they learn to do fancy- 
work and a few sew for themselves, but seldom do they 
have a hobby, not often are they encouraged to take part 
in athletics, particularly after school, and the propor- 
tion of those belonging to Y.W.C.A. or to Girl Scout groups 
is negligible. Mrs. S would not dream of allowing her 
girls to go to a recreation center, even if one were avail
able, and she does not encourage them to remain to play 
after school. Even in the tenement section of St. Mary's 
Road with Oury Park just across the street, girls stopped 
going to the center because "pachuoas,n unchaperoned, wild 
girls, were giving it an unsavory reputation.

It is hard to understand the almost complete lack of 
toys and books in these homes when dime stores are crowded 
with various objects for amusement at most reasonable 
prices. Yet for mothers who were too poor themselves and 
who knew the suffering of the depression years, the impor
tant thing is more food and a better home. Toys are not 
part of their budget in spite of indulgences in other
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directions, and perhaps the children, never growing used 
to them, expect less in this field. The explanation may 
be as individual as the mother herself. However, prac
tically none of the homes visited boasted anything like a 
variety of such articles. In the .majority, nothing at all 
was visible for children's entertainment or constructive 
use. In only two were there games such as dominoes or 
Old Maid. In a period of visiting covering portions of two 
summers I saw only one swing put up outdoors, and only one 
home-made wagon, though there were several yards where 
rope and lumber might have been used. The only wagon ap
peared in the best furnished home located east of Stone2
Avenue where the family was also small. One family had
a piano and one a phonograph. About half had radios. One

3or two boys were making model planes, and one child had a 
4 5toy pistol. Only one small girl had doll furniture. The

list named covers the entire area of town from a distance 
north of Speedway to the Veterans' Hospital. Even admit
ting the obvious possibility that chance home visits could 
not reveal everything made available for play, the items 
named are decidedly inadequate.

2. See Appendix, Family W, p. 141.
3. See Appendix, Family E, p. 99.
4. See Appendix, Family G, p. 109.
5. See Appendix, Family L, p. 134.
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Many children were observed beside those In homes 
actually visited, and the same condition apparently per
sists. Regardless of age, home surroundings, or time of 
day, these children sat or stood in complete idleness.
Once or twice some running game for four or five seemed to 
be in progress. Otherwise children sat on the porches 
talking, stood talking on the streets, or lounged inside 
the houses. None were reading, coloring, drawing, cutting 
paper dolls, or building anything with the exception of 
the two making model planes. Many seemed listless or un
interested in anything except watching chance happenings 
around them. A few were the opposite type, restlessly 
active and often in the way. They seemed to express their 
need for activity in constant running and jumping, but 
nothing like tag or hide-and-seek ever organized itself.

The mothers of these families spend all their free 
time in conversation, usually holding the smallest baby 
and watching the next one or two older. They do not know 
or understand any form of play; consequently they initiate 
no such activities and give no supervision. The psychology 
involved or the possible constructive outcomes are com
pletely incomprehensible to them. They grieve deeply over 
a troublesome child without every connecting his undesir
able behavior with the vacuum in which he has spent his 
free hours. This seems to me a fairly direct carry-over
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from the Mexican peon background in which the whole family 
was occupied in agriculture or working together in the 
home to an extent that made any provision for leisure un
necessary. Religious festivals and native dances provided 
some outlets. Since coming to the United States they 
have given up their old occupations, they are generally 
employed at regular hours, and leisure time is a thing for 
which they are altogether, unprepared. The majority do not 
know even the dances of their home areas. The only remnant 
of previous group conduct which seems still to be useful 
in their present situation is the custom of mothers1 chap
eroning at Mexican dances. This holds good regardless of 
the income level of the family, and is observed univer
sally by any mother who wishes to keep the respect of her 
neighbors. Both boys and girls do ballroom dancing very 
naturally, and seem to have some opportunities to attend 
parties as long as the mothers of the girls are included 
as chaperones.

Generally speaking, the uneducated Mexican mother 
fails seriously, though unintentionally, to provide for 
her children of all ages in the matter of idle, unfilled 
hours. The situation is particularly serious with boys 
who have a great need to be occupied, yet who are not called 
upon to do household tasks and have no other regular 
duties unless they hold some odd job. The idea of male
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superiority begins very early, but its immediate effect 
is to create even greater leisure for boys than for girls.

Discipline is another point at which the Mexican 
mother wields a special influence because of her somewhat 
different viewpoint. An early marriage and a life of home 
making are still regarded as the best answer to a girl’s 
life situation. Children are her road to recognition and 
an insurance for the future. These children, no matter 
how numerous, are welcomed with great affection in even 
low-income homes; but because the mother is childish and 
because of her own limitations, her treatment of the chil
dren is apt from the first to be indulgent. She seems 
frequently to regard them as small size adults so that 
their wishes in any matter assume great importance, even 
where the child wants to do something that obviously is 
not good for him. The youngest K girl, age seven, goes to 
bed at ten or eleven P.M. with the rest of the family in 
spite of her own need for extra rest, and in the matter of 
food most of the children do as they please. Later on, 
when a firm hand is needed to keep older children out of 
real mischief, it is much more difficult to establish suf
ficient authority.

I have emphasized the position of the mother as a 
leader in the home life far more than the father. In his 
study of Detroit Mexican families, Humphreys brings out
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very strongly the position of the father as director of
home activities and protector of morals, a position which6
for generations was the accepted one. But living in the 
United States has changed the father's role considerably.
The families visited for this report were all at least 
one generation removed from their Mexican traditions. The 
fathers are away from home all day on various jobs re
quiring certain regular hours instead of working on their 
own time in field or home as they would have done in 
Mexico. They are physically unable to assume the direct 
supervision exercised under other circumstances, whereas 
the mother in most oases remains in her old position as 
homemaker supported by the father. Furthermore, living in 
the United States has led to some resentment on the part 
of the children against the complete domination of the 
home by the father's wishes, and in varying degrees his 
authority has broken down. The period of depression, by 
which most Mexican families were vitally affected, did 
nothing to increase the respect for the father as bread
winner. Nor have Mexican fathers, any more than Mexican 
mothers, filled the gap in understanding between themselves 
and their children. They lack the education which is given

6. Humphreys, Norman Daymond. Changing Structure of the
Detroit Mexican Family: An Index of Acculturation."
American Sociological Review: 9:623, (December, 1944).
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not only freely here hut actually is required of their 
children. Seldom can one find a father who spends leisure 
time with his older youngsters, or who helps them find any 
outlets for the burden of their own needs. Punishment 
still may be in the father’s hands but because of its 
kind, usually physical, and its severity, often not in ac
cord with the offense, it can hardly be regarded as a 
means to common understanding between them or conducive to 
mutual respect. The relationship of the father and the 
children seems to be one based on economics; they do as 
he wishes while they depend on him for support. Gradually 
they grow more independent as they develop their own earn
ing power, even though they contribute to the common home, 
and eventually the father is the one who becomes at least 
partially dependent on their wishes as he grows older or 
becomes ill. Again it seems to depend on the strength of 
emotional ties if the situation is otherwise.

The mother, therefore, is an increasingly important 
figure in the home life of Mexican-American children. Her 
personality colors their formative years to a very high 
degree; her heeds serve to emphasize theirs, her defi
ciencies of personal vision and cultural adjustment set 
the boundaries for their progress. Her emotional adjust
ment, her health, her religious strength, her ambitions are 
the intangibles which lay the pattern for their growing minds.



CHAPTER 17

THE ECONOMIC FACTOR AND THE SOCIAL BACKGROUND

The earning power of the Mexican father is not alone 
the means to food, shelter, and clothing for his family; 
it has far deeper implications in a social way for the 
persons dependent upon him. This generalization might be 
challenged immediately on the ground that it is not ap
plicable to Mexicans alone, and this is true. It applies 
in varying degrees to any immigrant group and is further 
true of large segments of the English-speaking population. 
Nor can it be considered as a single factor in family life 
but, as will be shown further, it is one of several inter
acting forces which set the boundaries for various phases 
of development within the family.

Yet the economic sufficiency of the Mexican wage 
earner is particularly vital in several ways. To begin 
with, he has largely assumed his place as an unskilled 
laborer working, in Tucson, on the railroads or in the 
building trades, and in neighboring states as an itinerant 
agricultural worker also. The majority of the families

1. Gamio, Manuel. Mexican Immigration to the United 
States, p. 43.



>6

in Tucson are derived from forbears in the states of 
Sonora or Chihuahua, seldom from states farther south in 
which flourish many native craftsmen. Few of our people 
know their family backgrounds well enough to tell what 
industry was pursued by their grandfathers, as was the 
case with Mrs. F and Mrs L; but from the type of develop
ment in these two states, most were probably from mining, 
ranching, or small agricultural areas. They never were 
well educated, were always poor, and were ideally suited 
for the type of transplantation which took place, requir
ing from them in exchange for regular wages a strong set 
of muscles and a willingness to obey orders.

The families included in this report, however, usually 
are at least one, and in some cases, two generations re
moved from the original immigrant, and it is to be won- . 
dered why so many are still economically on the lowest rung 
of the ladder. The explanation probably may be given some
what as follows. They seldom came to the United States 
in single family units, but were brought in large groups 
to work in a specific type of job. Their previous stand
ards were well recognized by employers who did nothing to 
improve them as regarded housing, medical care, and allied 
social elements. Originally their pay was lower than that 
which would have been given a white man for the same
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2
work, but in recent years the establishment of minimum
wage levels has protected them from exploitation on this
score. The personal habits, appearance, and ignorance of
the workers and their families contributed further to the
impression of backwardness and undesirability, so that
they were quickly separated from other portions of the
population and forced back into living as a racial group 

3apart. Such action encouraged them to continue as they 
always had, the wall of prejudice and resentment against 
them becoming more definite and less surmountable with 
the passing of time, while the Mexicans themselves clung 
tenaciously to familiar habits and surroundings in an un
familiar environment. Their clothes, their diet, their 
halting command of English have further slowed the progress 
which might have been derived from our schools; and the 
amount of adjustment made by our educational system to 
meet their special needs has been insufficient to prepare 
them for the deep-seated changes needed for conspicuous 
or swift advance. The Mexicans, therefore, have found 
themselves all too frequently retarded, branded as in
ferior, and so generally different that no large percentage 
has been able to pull itself above the ordinary level of 
common labor.

2. Gamio, Manuel, op. cit.. p. 38. ” ~
3. Manuel, Hersohel ft TEe Education of Mexican and

Spanish-Speaking Children in Texas, pp. 18-21.
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The Socio-Economic Factor and Mental Competence 
As yet proof does not exist to show that Mexican 

children as a group lack the intelligence which would keep 
them from absorbing educational materials needed to pro
gress to better jobs or to better living. Elliott in his 
experiment with Douglas Mexican children found that the 
Mexicans did show a lower I.Q. on verbal tests than Amer
ican children of like age and grade, but on non-language

4 .tests the difference was less marked. Peak's experiment 
in the Tucson schools showed that the English group was 
superior to the Spanish in practically every subject 
tested. However, it seems to me that any testing so far 
developed fails to give sufficient consideration to two 
factors which possibly exercise marked influence on the 
results observed in experiments. One of these is the 
force of the economic factor in Mexican life which places 
severe limitations upon the activities of Mexican families, 
thereby lessening the advantages they may enjoy, confining 
them more closely to association with their own kind, per
petuating racial viewpoints, and seriously inhibiting the 
expansion of thought which comes from numerous and varied 
contacts and a free exchange of ideas. The other is the

4. klliott, James Alton. The Language Handicap in 
Span!sh-American ChiT5ren in Intelligence and 
Achievement, p. 21. *

5* Peak, George Joseph. Relative Achievement of English- 
Speaking and Spanish-Speaking Children, pp. 50-51.
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mental attitude or mind set which develops rather natur
ally in such limited homes, retaining the flavor and 
customs of a culture based on folklore and superstition 
rather than on scientific knowledge and which tends, there
fore, toward vague, mysterious generalization and unques
tioning acceptance of ideas rather than careful examina
tion of facts or a desire to prove or disprove them.

Manuel Gamio writes:
The mental capacity of the Mexican child is 

probably normal, although some investigators 
conclude that he is mentally inferior to an 
American child of the same age— a conclusion 
probably affected by racial attitudes and by the 
translation into terms of mental competence of 
differences in economic and cultural position....

To this we must add another reason perhaps 
more important than the difference in language 
which might serve to explain the difference in 
performance of mental tests. An American child 
develops in a relatively scientific atmosphere.
This child interprets the phenomena around him 
according to tendencies already fixed for him 
in the standard American home. His mind works 
on lines more or less scientific or pragmatic, 
rarely supernatural or magical. In school, he 
enters a world of ideas with which he is already 
familiar. He responds normally to mental tests, 
not only because he is used to rational thinking, 
but also because these tests are similar to 
elements in his experience previous to entering 
school.

The son of the Mexican immigrant of mixed 
or indigenous culture, however, develops in an 
environment of personal attitude based on tra
dition, convention and supernatural belief. He 
sees problems met sometimes by will and effort, 
sometimes by the intervention of mysterious, 
vague and unexplained beings, without whose aid 
personal effort may not alone be sufficient for
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success. This child taking the mental test in 
an American school suffers real mental conflict.
If the tests are in English, failure is almost 
certain since the child cannot think in English 
as rapidly or effectively as he would in 
Spanish. If the tests are in Spanish, the child 
can think well enough, but the answer to the 
problem is complicated by inexpressible and 
vague tendencies. There arises in him the im
pulse to get help from an outside mysterious 
agency, and therefore he pursues confused di
gressions, so that the result does not represent 
all the working of his brain nor the total 
effort put forth. As a rule the teacher ig
nores this and attributes to the child a mental 
capacity less than he really has. ...

The performance of the Mexican immigrant 
to intelligence testing is thus to be understood 
not merely as the response of an inherent in
telligence but also a response determined by 
the experiences of his more primitive environment. 6
The above was written about 1928 and, although the 

conflict between the present and former cultures may ap
pear to have lessened in the intervening years, it still 
persists in varying degrees, and I believe that the extent 
to which it remains is likely to depend largely on the 
economic level which has been attained or maintained by 
the family.

Franklin C. Paschal says, too:
The fact that it has been almost impossible 

to Isolate mental differences from social or 
environmental and physical differences is 
responsible for the great differences in opinion 
as to the character and degree of mental

6. Gamio, Manuel, op. cit.. pp. 72-74.
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differences between races. Whatever may be 
our opinion as to which cause and which effect, 
certainly the social or economic position must be taken into consideration.?
It is interesting in this connection to examine the 

worker who has already left school. For example, when an 
employer dismisses a Mexican employee he seldom does so. 
for lack of ability in the work to which the employee was 
assigned, but because he was lazy, not to be trusted, 
sometimes dishonest, could not work with others, showed up 
late for work, or was too often absent. These were some 
of the reasons given to case workers who had tried to 
place Mexican workers in jobs toward the end of the de
pression. The same,reasons also might explain the lack 
of advancement in jobs for Mexicans rather than lack of 
ability to do higher types of work, for an employer will 
not advance one whom he cannot trust. One also finds 
numerous cases in which the Mexican simply left the job, 
giving as his reason the fact that he had plenty of money 
for the present and did not need to work any more for 
awhile. The personal qualifications and the viewpoint in
volved, which indicate lack of dependability on the job, 
are elements stemming from conditions in the social

7. Paschal, Franklin 0. "Racial Influences in the Mental 
and Physical Development of Mexican Children." 
Comparative Psychology Monographs. October, 1925,
pp. 7d-71»
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background. They do not show lack of intelligence so 
much as absence of necessary character traits. The high 
degree of interplay between social or cultural adjustment 
and economic sufficiency again is emphasized.

The Economic Factor in Family Life
This has affected the family in numerous ways. The

economic situation has served to continue the necessity
for less than minimum subsistence diet in many homes
where adequate intake of milk, fruits, and many vegetables 8
is unknown. It has lessened greatly the amount of 
medical service called for by such families who still too 
frequently rely on a midwife for childbirth and so-called 
skilled friends or herb doctors for other diseases, re
lieved at times by the assistance of the county health de
partment . Somewhat better care may be available to those 
on the railroads who do undergo an examination before em
ployment and who have the services of a regularly employed 
set of physicians, but this does not usually include the 
whole family. It has emphasized their susceptibility to 
bronchial and chest troubles. It has necessitated living 
in cramped, unsanitary quarters which in themselves are a 
serious drawback to change or to the practice of more

8. Winters', Jet 0. ''A Report on the Health and Nutrition
of Mexicans Living in Texas." Social Science 
Pamphlets. Vol. I, 1931, p. 31.
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advanced ideas. It has impressed upon older children the 
need to earn as early as possible, so that they leave 
school too soon to have equipped themselves for anything 
better. The oldest G boy struggled long and hard against 
odds far greater than average, including his own diffi
culties with the probation department, and finally left 
school at the end of the sixth grade. Even the sixth 
grade is a real achievement under the circumstances, yet 
he must perforce enter an unskilled occupation. Consider, 
too, that he was known to have a marked ability in wood 
carving and making plaques. His half-sister, Z One, showed 
many strong traits of character and a real desire to im
prove but she, too, left school early for store clerking 
and waitress work. Economic pressure seems directly re
sponsible here. The oldest X boy, who would enter junior 
high school this fall, has gone to work for a drug house 
for the summer and has almost decided not to return to 
school. His family of eleven has no other income at 
present due to the father’s illness. Again economic cir
cumstance exerts tremendous pressure and the break with 
school, once made, is hard to re-establish, harder because 
at the level so far achieved little that appeals as 
"practical" is offered. Other such instances may be cited 
at will. The picture becomes more complete by recognizing 
the additional fact that these young people tend to marry
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early, have children soon, and begin the circle again. By 
the same token, someone must take over the financial gap 
made if the young couple lives apart; if they do not, the 
home becomes still more crowded or they themselves are de
prived of certain earnings in order to contribute to their 
parents.

The validity of the above might here be challenged 
on the ground that if the parents are young when they 
marry, they cannot have reached a sufficiently advanced age 
to preclude their continued employment even by the time 
their children become employable. This is true, but it is 
noticeable also that after forty or forty-five both parents 
are likely to show the results of long-continued dietary 
deficiency, particularly of minerals and vitamins; many 
children and many emergencies have aged them faster than 
their American counterparts. The lower their general 
standards, the more often this occurs. Their teeth have 
not received proper care, and frequently they have been the 
victim of severe illness. I cannot say that I have ob
served this in a majority of oases here reported, but from 
past experience I do believe that, if further contacts were 
made with the families, it would appear with increasing 
frequency, thereby interrupting the working periods of the 
fathers and making them rely on a less steady income. The 
G family is one illustration.
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It should be noted, too, that those homes which are 
not stable usually have been broken by this time, so that 
many family situations become involved by second marri
ages and additional responsibilities, all of which serves 
to increase again the economic pressures of the group.

The Economic Factor During the Depression 
That progress is even a possibility in view of the 

many handicaps faced by Mexican people, especially those 
of low incomes, seems improbable, yet it is being made.
At the present time when employment is available every
where, these families are becoming decidedly more comfort
able. I think that for comparison it is worthwhile here 
to look back toward the last time that the conditions were 
reversed, during the depression of 1930 to 1935 when most 
of these families were completely at the mercy of circum
stance, and the majority came through only because of the 
public aid program. Then the question among most Mexican 
families, many of whom could not claim full citizenship, 
was not one of adequate diet but actual survival at the 
least possible cost to a harried government. It took some 
time before the fruits of experience in dealing with the 
local situation became sufficiently visible to show at 
what points, other than sustenance, stress must be placed. 
Tucson at that time was as backward in the social work 
field as might be expected of a smaller community previously
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engrossed in its development along other lines. The bur
den of the times hit hard, and resources to meet it would 
not have been available without the bolstering of the 
Federal Government.

The typical Mexican laboring home of that day pre
sented a far different picture than one finds now. The 
overcrowding in the poorer slum districts was most severe. 
Bedding was almost never adequate, and both children and 
adults slept close together for warmth. In hot weather 
flies invaded almost every home. Allowances for wood were 
small so that many children scurried about after school 
picking up sticks and bits of coal wherever they could 
find them. The incidence of childhood type tuberculosis 
was increased by lowered general resistance, sometimes by 
contact with an active case; the need for dental care was 
widespread. Much of the present El Rio section then was in 
the process of being builtr and families lived in the half- 
finished structures with many openings unscreened and 
household equipment of the scantiest. The same thing was 
true of the far southern section of town where numerous 
adobe shelters were put up a few bricks at a time, also 
unscreened, and often with leaking roofs. Naturally these 
were cold and drafty in winter, insufferably hot and un
sanitary in summer. Most had only dirt floors. The 
children in such homes had colds in quick succession, they



often were not clean, barefoot much of the year and beset, 
too, by epidemics of childhood diseases when these ap
peared. It was a common sight to see crumbs, dust, and 
food scraps on a half-swept floor where a baby or two 
crawled about. A sour odor pervaded many homes. There 
was a helplessness and hopelessness on people’s faces and 
in their attitudes as if the whole situation demanded 
more than they could give.

It should be remembered, too, that most of the help 
given here was in kind and not in cash, so that instead 
of going to a store to purchase his food the Mexican 
laborer took allowable items from a commissary; and where 
clothing was allowed, he carried to a department store a 
blank filled out with the items to be purchased for him by 
the government. Though this was admittedly an emergency 
system to meet extreme conditions, not limited to Mexican 
families and replaced later on by W.P.A. and regular bud
gets, it persisted for perhaps three to four years and 
had two marked effects. In the first place, during the 
darkest days these large families were almost completely 
without cash. Odd jobs were much harder to find and were 
poorly paid. Frequent attendance at movies was impossible 
unless one wanted to run the risk of being reported to the 
Welfare Board. As for toys, books, radios, or even tooth
brushes, how even think of them when food was supremely



important? If illness struck, it was hard to get medicine 
unless supplied "by the county clinic where long lines 
waited daily for every kind of service. It was hard to 
buy pencils or paper for school children, to say nothing 
of books in the upper grades. There was always a flood 
of requests for clothing when school opened in order that 
children might attend at all. Money, as such, was lack
ing.

Secondly, the business of supporting the family was 
removed almost completely from the hands of either father 
or mother. The real authority for new shoes or an extra 
diet item was a case worker who represented the government. 
The parents* ingenuity was expressed in their ability to 
keep up with rent, buy wood, and in supplying small extras 
such as soap from any odd source. If the additional 
source was discovered to be too lucrative, the government 
allowance was cut down correspondingly. With a rigidly 
monotonous diet, a mountain of pressing problems to face 
each day, a sense of futility and hopelessness appeared as 
inevitable outcomes. Fatigue was a definite problem among 
both adults and children, irritability, impatience, and a 
variety of nervous strains resulting.

The severity of economic conditions at such a time 
challenges the very fiber of every family relationship.
How be calm, how give a sense of security, how strive to
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get ahead, to be a family leader when no amount of 
striving means more than sustenance, when one's own se
curity Is gone and no clear path seems to lead ahead?
Boys and girls who did manage to graduate from high school 
still were specifically untrained and lacked "on-the-job" 
experience.* Often they were unemployed for several years.
I have seen young couples, already parents of one or two 
children, who had never held a job other than government 
"made work."

This dependence on an outer source became a great 
problem for a time, not only in Tucson, but everywhere.
Here it took the form of increased antagonism against the 
Mexicans as a group; they were said to be too lazy to do 
anything for themselves even if they could, and instances 
were cited where they had refused employment because they 
were receiving aid. There was a great hue and cry that 
the local burden of relief for Mexicans was "not being 
handled right," and that they were "getting too much." A 
system already in use whereby the head of the family worked 
for his food order later was tightened; fathers of big 
families worked longer them fathers of small ones. In case 
the father was incapacitated, an older son took his place, 
but wherever possible work was required in exchange for 
aid. Such devices are only stop-gaps, however, and the 
idleness so apparent now among children was then an equal
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burden for their fathers.
One noticeable outcropping of this general economic 

picture was an increase in the number of desertions 
among Mexican men. Never a race particularly noted for 
stability of character in certain fundamental qualities, • 
and conditioned for generations to a slower tempo and an 
easier outlook, they sometimes simply left their unsolvable 
problems behind and started over somewhere else. A wor
ried, excitable wife and a houseful of crying, ill- 
disciplined, half-sick children are no lift to an already . 
low morale.

There is a wealth of emotional interplay involved in 
such home situations, stemming quite directly from economic 
factors, all of which affects the children. The Mexicans 
always have been affectionate toward their children no 
matter how numerous, but even the small security of initial 
welcome is questionable when no real provision can be made 
for a new arrival. And what of the mother whose entire 
position for generations has rested on her ability to pro
duce children, and who at such times is rejected, if not 
actually blamed, because she has them? The natural calm 
of the home is seriously disturbed, irritability, over
nervousness, and fatigue take vicious hold. What can be 
the outlook of the adolescents whose ideas of marriage, 
home, and family life are being crystallized through such
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ybars? And what Interpretation will be placed on qual
ities such as honesty, loyalty, and steadfastness when 
tested in such circumstances?

The babies who crawled on these dirty floors are now 
the children of our fifth to eighth-grade levels. The 
five to eight year olds are now in high school, if they 
have persisted. The idle high-school youths who spent so 
much time on street corners in those years are now 
fathers themselves, and the girls who were so restricted 
as to amusement are the mothers of our pre-school or ele
mentary school youngsters.

Progress in Recent Years
In view of all this, the change in Tucson Mexican

laboring homes today seems to me most remarkable. Only one
9of the homes visited approached the old level of dirt and 

inadequacy, and this was in the same box-car home near the 
Southern Pacific tracks which had always seemed to me a 
real extreme. In all the rest there were evidences of 
regular housekeeping, and regardless of the size of family 
I ‘saw none where food scraps littered the floor. The 
children are universally neater, their clothes in much 
better condition. Bedding in all homes but the box car was 
freshly laundered and clean looking. Home equipment has

9. See Appendix, Family «/, p. 124. ~
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improved greatly, though there still are few electrical 
appliances. Only twice were there unscreened openings, 
and flies are consequently somewhat less of a problem.
The houses themselves in all Mexican sections have be
come more numerous, but in addition they are hardly recog
nizable in appearance. All have been stuccoed on the 
outside, fresh paint can be seen, various rooms added. 
Often where space permits, yards have been fenced and 
trees planted; potted plants frequently line a bench out
side the front window. The whole impression is one of 
greater cleanliness and obvious care for a neat, attrac
tive appearance. El Rio addition is outstanding in this 
respect, and so is the El Paso-Rosales Street area which 
once was among the most slovenly in town, always dirty and 
boasting several houses built only of kerosene cans and 
odd sheet metal. As for southwest Tucson where scattered, 
dirty, adobe shelters*were the rule, the changes seem well 
nigh unbelievable.

The advent of better wages in these families, I be
lieve, is largely responsible. The parents feel better, 
they are more energetic, and their efforts have a point. 
Independence has healed many old wounds. The children 
are much better fed, their clothing more adequate. They 
still receive little dental care, but their diets have 
widened to include a number of items such as fruit, fish,
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milk or eggs. Mrs. I mentioned all of these in talking 
about her family, and she added that she did not give 
them many sweets. She is feeding, clothing, and housing 
her group of twelve on #220 to #230 a month which her 
husband earns at the ice plant. Had she been faced with 
the same family in the days of W.F.A., her husband would 
have been allotted a certain number of days of work and 
might have earned between #60 and $70 a month, to be sup
plemented by small odd jobs. Even with lower prices, she 
would automatically have had to revert to more beans and 
rice, less meat, fruit and milk.

The atmosphere of these homes today is unquestionably 
more calm and serene. Even those who now receive aid from 
the government do so on a budget basis which is stable 
enough to be counted on, while those earning wages can 
continue unless they become ill. Their income still may 
seem small to outsiders, but they have adjusted to it by 
one means or another and the consequent lessening in the 
burden of worry and uncertainty allows a return to a more 
normal atmosphere in the home. The attention of the en
tire group is not centered so singly on the business of 
nourishment; the older children less often are pressed 
to earn, they can satisfy their desire for pretty clothes, 
a modish appearance, and a chance for amusement far more 
often. Mexican brides are still young, but the papers
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recount details of foriml weddings among them with con
siderable regularity, and the names involved are by no 
means limited to socially prominent families. Almost all 
the children attend movies regularly, even if their par
ents do not, and my Mexican hlgh-sohool girls have told 
me they see as many as possible because that is where 
they learn how to dress, make up, and "how to act." The 
old Riverside Dance Hall on west Congress Street, formerly 
quite a trouble spot, has been closed and many young Mex
ican people now dance at the Blue Moon, both married 
couples and young adolescents, frequently chaperoned by 
their mothers. The Blue Moon was once almost dominated by 
college students and it seems fair to believe that, given 
a chance, these families will not choose the lowest "dives" 
in preference to other places of entertainment.

During the later portion of my visits, as certain 
trends began to appear, I have been much interested to 
find out why, if incomes are comparatively adequate, the 
children still were not provided with more objects of 
play— toys for small ones, bicycles, swim suits, and skates 
for older ones. I quote Mrs. I again who replied that her 
little girls had a mountain of paper dolls to play with 
and one or two rag dolls, but that it was much more im
portant to provide them with good food and a roof over 
their heads than playthings. She said they often longed

L
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for the dolls and wagons seen among other children, but 
that it was Impossible for her to buy playthings for so 
many as she has in her family. This emphasizes the belief 
that it is not unwillingness or lack of desire, but 
economic circumstance which prevents the introduction of 
more such objects.

The single responsibility of the economic factor for 
so many varying forces within the home may seem to be over
emphasized here. For example, two of the broken homes 
visited were disrupted because the husbands "started drink
ing and running around with women." But one of the deser- 10
tions took place a little over ten years ago, therefore
placing it in the later years of the depression, and also
just at the time when the fourth child was born. In the 11
other home, the wife had had to work regularly except 
for the first few months of her marriage, meantime bearing 
four children, one of whom is an epileptic. It seems pos
sible that the combination of earnings and increasing 
families served to weaken further an already unstable situ
ation, and that the additional pressure of the times caused 
the break to occur then.

Poverty probes deeply into the fabric of human life, 
emphasizing existing weaknesses and allowing the

lb. See Appendix, Family V, p.175.
11. See Appendix, Family W, p.180.
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development of further evils. The most recent National
Conference of Social Work aptly notes in its report a
"tacit recognition that a secure and adequate standard of

12living is a first condition for a healthy society."
Stated differently, it may be said that without a secure 
and adequate standard of living one cannot maintain a 
healthy family life; and without a healthy family life, 
there cannot be physically healthy or mentally well- 
adjusted children in school.

Recent Trends
Before the aftermath of the depression had had a 

chance to complete its adjustment to normalcy, the advent 
of World V/ar II brought about other far-reaching changes 
in the economic situation of the laboring classes. Again 
Mexican homes, along with many others, have suffered from 
the disrupting influence of economic pressures beyond 
their power to control, wherein instead of being pinched 
by the extremes of want, they were invaded by a new demand 
for workers and an almost fantastic increase in the returns 
of labor. The insufficiency of workers reached a degree 
which caused not only fathers and older brothers to be 
drawn into employment, but older sisters and mothers as

1%. Robinson, Marion and Buell, Bradley. ''Milestones in 
Professional Progress." Survey Midmonthly:June, 1946, p. 174.
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well. Responsibility for the welfare of the children was 
left to an older relative, and in many cases where author
ity could not be relegated easily into adult hands, chil
dren found themselves completely unsupervised, except in 
school, for most of the day. Adequacy of meals and regu
larity of care depended on the endurance of the working 
mother.

Here the economic factor worked in reverse, but the 
results in fatigue and nervous strain within the home were 
much the same as in the opposite situation. Furthermore, 
the parents, having now enough money to satisfy more fully 
their natural desire for entertainment in off hours, found 
less time to follow the development of their children in 
school. In addition, the position of the mother as wage 
earner gave her much more equality with the husband, fur
ther changing the pattern of the family from the time of 
immigration; and the children, far from relying on the will 
of their fathers for the pattern of their behavior, fre- . 
quently were made responsible for running the home itself. 
Especially with younger adolescents was help required in 
shopping, cooking, paying bills, and oaring for still 
younger ones. With older adolescents, they themselves be
came earners in a variety of part-time jobs. The weight of 
the father’s wishes is still strong, especially among 
’’nice” girls who know that punishment is likely to be severe
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if their own decisions do not follow the general idea of 
conformity with their parents* thinking, hut the degree 
of freedom accorded them is much greater, particularly in 
their daytime activities. With all children the quality 
of their work in school continues to depend on their own 
efforts and to receive greatest guidance and stimulation 
from the school itself.

It should he rioted here that the majority of Mexican 
workers, both full and part time, are still employed on 
jobs classified as unskilled or at most semi-skilled, and 
not in most oases developing skills which would provide 
them special adaptability for future emergencies.

Thus the Mexican adolescent, up to perhaps eighteen 
years of age, has felt the full impact of two very chaotic 
periods and has had to formulate his values over a period 
of years, few of which approached "normalcy" or were con
ducive to stability in home relationships.

We are drawing far enough away from the immediate war 
emergency to be aware of one other trend locally. Numerous 
marriages occurred between young Mexican girls and sol
diers who were stationed here for various periods, result
ing in the birth of one and sometimes two children before 
the home was broken by army orders for the departure of the 
husband. Since the war's end, these young men have tended 
to make the break final through desertion, and the war-time
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Mexican bride of such an alliance is faced not only with 
the fact of desertion but also with the withdrawal of 
government allotments received while her husband was in 
service. A number now are being helped to meet the situa
tion through the government's Aid to Dependent Children 
program.

The war, through the draft, has forced into the minds 
of our Mexioan-Amerioans, perhaps for the first time, an 
awareness of their responsibilities as citizens of this 
country. I recently heard it said that the horizons of 
the old "Juan" were bounded on the one hand by the Santa 
Cruz River and on the other by the Meyer-Congress Street 
area, but that since his return from service this could 
not continue. The implications here are far reaching, 
but whether the new attitude will reflect itself in in
creased years of schooling and a new sense of value of 
some of the so-called "impractical" subjects, only time 
can tell. It probably will depend on the degree to which 
we maintain our present favorable economic situation in 
which most mothers are able to remain at home, and the in
come is still sufficient to maintain standards considered 
adequate by the families. Only under such circumstances 
can more sustained interest in school be developed and 
thinking directed into new and wider channels.



CHAPTER V

THE COMMON GROUND OF PUBLIC HEALTH, SOCIAL WORK,
AND EDUCATION

The work of education as a socializing factor in 
Mexican life has been furthered both locally and nation
ally by achievements in two other fields, public health 
and social work; and because all three hold certain ob
jectives of integration and betterment in common, and also 
because they deal with three different phases of the same 
human material, there is considerable similarity of in
terest among them. Neither the social case worker nor the 
teacher can make satisfactory progress without a healthy 
family or a healthy student.. The public health program in 
turn is supported by the personal contacts and material 
aid of the social worker, and neither of these two could 
progress readily without the educational and socializing 
influence of the schools. The three, therefore, are 
mutually dependent to a high degree.

The common interest of the schools with public health 
is perhaps most obvious, but examination reveals close 
similarities between social work and education as well.
In all family contacts, social work is deeply concerned 
with the welfare and betterment of children, some phases
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of this program being devoted exclusively to considera
tion of their needs. The same is true, of course, of the 
schools, and in certain cases exactly the same informa
tion is desired by both services in order to carry on 
their work intelligently. For example, mental tests for 
children are essential to the social worker in making 
recommendations for placement in adoption or foster homes, 
or sometimes in working with a child in his own home; the 
same tests are valuable in dealing with the child in 
school.

Financial circumstance and type of home concern both 
teacher and social worker, as evidenced during the depres
sion by the numerous referrals for assistance reported to 
the welfare board by teachers who discovered among students 
conditions of extreme fatigue due to poor diet or long 
hours at after-school odd jobs. Where the school nurse or 
county physician discovered this fatigue to be a symptom
of tuberculosis, the welfare board supplied admittance to

1
Comstock Hospital or to the Preventorium. At other times 
children who appeared in school without shoes or adequate 
clothing were referred for aid, and occasionally where 
the teacher’s familiarity with Mexican families was known, 
her word was considered sufficient evidence of need and

1. See Definition of Terms, pp. 8-9. ' ~
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she was allowed to make the necessary purchases herself.
The Ignorance of Mexican mothers is another point on 

which the success or failure of the three programs con
verges , for In the schools It plays a most important part 
In both continuity of attendance and to some degree 
achievement, while to the social worker or county nurse it 
means the fair and adequate use of assistance given. Ig
norance here has expressed itself in the schools in lack 
of regular attendance for reasons not usually considered 
valid, in consequent retardation, in too frequent illness, 
in lack of observance of quarantine regulations and a 
general unfamiliarity with the school program. The same 
factor from the social, work viewpoint sometimes meant 
food discarded or wasted, particularly vegetables, when 
the family went hungry without them. Numerous visits of 
the county nurses included a discussion of how to prepare 
these vegetables in ways which would appeal to the average 
palate. At other times the mother's backwardness meant 
persistence of racial habits with regard to obstetrical 
care, in unscientific treatment of illness or infection, 
and in the lack of recognition of dangers inherent in the 
presence of venereal disease or tuberculosis.

Common interest is apparent also in the matter of 
discipline. The social worker’s repeated visits often 
reveal situations where lax or extremely severe discipline
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has given rise to much resentment, nervous tension, shy
ness, sullenness or aggressiveness; and while she is 
trying to approach these problems through the tactful edu
cation of the mother or father, suggesting ways in which 
a parent-child relationship may be improved, the teacher 
is attempting to stimulate a waning Interest In school 
work, to emphasize points at which she finds special 
ability, and to seek various social adjustments in the 
classroom. Both may be concerned with the same child, 
though they approach his problems in different ways. The 
social worker is apt to talk with the mother and child at 
home while the teacher or principal frequently confers 
with them in school, and it seems logical to believe that 
both would be benefitted by coordinating their efforts.

Though the facilities in each field may differ and 
though special skills may have developed in each, their 
human material, in so far as they deal with the Mexican 
child or the Mexican family, is the same and their ulti
mate objectives for strengthening, educating, and social
izing would appear to run closely parallel.

The portion of experience which so far has been left 
almost wholly untouched by any of the three is recreation 
and leisure-time activity, perhaps because the urgency of 
need in other directions was so obvious. Locally this 
situation is now very pressing. It touches the lives of



64

our Mexican people most deeply because nothing in their 
racial heritage or recent associations equips them to 
understand the possibilities of supervised play, particu
larly from a psychological viewpoint. The dearth of 
recreational centers precludes their use as constructive 
outlets for the dissemination of knowledge among the adult 
population, or as a means to constructive activity for
children of all ages. Allstrom describes the Mexican of

” 2
his study as an extreme individualist, and the lag in 
interest in all types of group work has been noted here 
also. That integration and socialization would progress 
more rapidly if supplemented by such a program can only be 
assumed, but attempts are being made to foster group work, 
mothers’ circles, and family contacts in cities such as 
Los Angeles, sometimes under the leadership of the school. 
It seems safe to believe that an adequate recreational 
program would further the aims of education not only by 
providing constructive outlets for otherwise idle hours 
but also by helping to decrease the gap in out-of-school 
education which characterizes the life of the average Mexi
can school child. Properly managed, such a program stimu
lates thought and interest in many directions and also can 
become a force for building character and stabilizing 
moral values.

2. Allstrom, ^rik W. A Program of Social Education for a 
Mexican Community in the United states.



CHAPTER VI

SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE EXPERIMENT

Educational experiment long has recognized that 
factors in social background had possible effects on re
sults obtained in various investigations, but there has 
been little attempt to show definite relationships be
tween the home backgrounds of Mexican children and their 
reactions in the classroom. This is not always easy to 
accomplish, and the results may not always lend themselves 
readily to statistical accounting. However, there are 
points at which a beginning might be made.

Numerous attempts have been made to compare the rela
tive I.Q’s of Mexican and American children, usually show
ing the inferiority of the Mexicans. It might be inter
esting to ascertain whether low scores paralleled to any 
marked degree the incidence of venereal disease or broken 
homes,or serious illness such as whooping cough or diph
theria in the first years of life. A similar comparison 
might be made of both American and Mexican children whose
I.Q1 s were low to show whether the above factors were in
fluential. Perhaps some other factor, obscure at present, 
might appear.

Another controlled study might compare results in



reading, I.Q/a, or school marks with a selected group of 
Mexican children who had been given nursery school play 
outlets, and a group without this advantage.

A comparison might be made of results obtained among 
retarded students if a program were begun of having 
mothers and teachers confer on scheduled school time dur
ing an entire school year. The teacher might well suggest 
ways in which the mother could help her child to make a 
better adjustment, and the final record might include the 
changes made in the homes to help the children work better 
in school. The experiment also would have results in 
fostering interest and understanding among backward moth
ers, though such results might be harder to measure.
• An interesting study could be made in comparing ade

quacy and variety of diets in Mexican homes over a period
of perhaps eight to ten years. The last such study which1
I have been able to discover was made by Booher in 1937, 
and since that time there have been numerous changes in 
family life and earnings. Has increased income meant more 
adequate diet for the majority of Mexican families, or 
only a greater quantity of the usual foods?

Census material and local records might provide

1. tiooher, Margaret. A study of the Dietary Habits of 
Mexican Families" in Tucson. Arizona:
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material for a study of the age at which present Mexican 
marriages take place, combined with information as to the 
grade level achieved in school before marriage. I have 
heard it said that most Mexican girls are homemakers 
within three years of the time that they leave school.
Are the families thus established continuing as unskilled 
or laboring families, or are the boys progressing to bet
ter jobs? Do the homes so established persist in main
taining former cultural and racial standards, or does 
evidence show definite assimilation?

The degree of illiteracy among parents of present 
Mexican school children is also unknown, but undoubtedly is 
a factor in both personal development and future achieve
ment of school students. Is immigration adding to our 
population enough uneducated parents to keep the local 
population as retarded as they have seemed heretofore, or 
are there enough parents educated in American schools so 
that there is an appreciable difference in the degree of 
adjustment made by Mexican children before reaching school 
age?

Two other points might suggest study. Results in 
leisure-time reading might be obtained if a part of the 
usual English course were devoted as low as the sixth 
grade or junior high school to an examination of current 
magazines. Since most Mexicans at present read nothing or
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read Mexican magazines comparable to True Story, could 
not a program evaluating fiction, articles and material 
on such phases as homemaking and child care be of value?
A survey might be made in this connection of what is or 
actually has been read by students in the sixth, ninth, 
and twelfth grades.

What results might be obtained from a study in school 
of general home care, budgeting, or elementary psychology? 
Many of these people now have in their homes not only 
their children but also war veterans. A beginning in the 
schools might receive much aid or emphasis from the county 
clinics or the veterans1 bureau.

Mexican students might benefit largely from a demon
stration child care center under combined health and 
school facilities. Such a unit of study was once attempted 
between the University, N.Y.A., and the Welfare Board, 
using an underprivileged Mexican child as an example.

These and related investigations would themselves be 
the source for numerous others. As the Mexican has 
changed up to now, he will continue to change and adjust 
in the future so that periodic evaluation and great flex
ibility may be required to meet his growing capacities.



SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The position of the Mexican mother in her home and 
the type of leadership she gives there are extremely im
portant in conditioning the adjustment of the Mexican 
child in school. Specifically, the extent of her command 
of English affects not only the child's own familiarity 
with the language, but appears frequently to be a measure 
of the cultural level of his home environment. The per
sistence of Mexican cultural traits in the child's back
ground reflects itself in the ease with which he can 
absorb the type of material and trends of thinking pre
sented in American schools.

The personality of the mother also influences the 
performance of the child in school in his habits of work, 
in making adjustments to other children, in his desire to 
continue in school, and in the personality traits which 
he develops between home and school. Wherever the school 
must work against the mother's ignorance, irresponsibility 
and backwardness, particularly cultural backwardness, it 
seems to have less chance of developing or advancing the 
child.

CHAPTER VII
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To the Mexican mother also may be ascribed a large 
share of responsibility for the idleness noted among 
children in their homes, for lack of constructive play, 
and the absence of leisure-time reading "which serve to 
limit the child's horizon and make more difficult the 
stimulation of interest in his school work.

The economic factor in Mexican family life is of 
extreme importance since it serves as the foundation upon 
which a limited or an expanding social adjustment can be 
made. The depression gave ample evidence of undesirable 
social conditions which either arise or are greatly empha
sized in the presence of extreme poverty, including un
sanitary living conditions, meager diet, poor medical care, 
undue fatigue, and greater susceptibility to illness. 
Perhaps even more important is the growth of unhealthy 
tensions and nervous strains which tend to weaken estab
lished family ties and encourage instability and a dis
torted sense of values among the children. The school 
finds these strains and tensions expressed in various be
havior problems among children, and in their general 
attitude toward school work.

The war emergency period appears to produce the exact 
opposite of depression conditions, but in certain ways it 
has promoted or continued the same type of problems within 
the home. Because it was temporary, it inevitably
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contained certain elements of insecurity with respect to 
jobs and earnings, and it necessitated so many changes in 
family life that it cannot he regarded as a stabilizing 
influence. Numerous desertions and increased delinquency 
have resulted.

The notable difference in recent years has been the 
great increase in availability of work and the accompany
ing rise in wage levels. The visible improvement in home 
conditions found among the families visited would seem to 
show that our Mexican people have profited materially by 
the teaching offered them, not only by the schools but by 
public health and social service as well. Otherwise it 
seems unlikely that they would so generally have used their 
money in ways which promote more healthful living.

These improvements, however, concern to a large de
gree the physical comforts of the home, more adequate 
clothing, better diet, and somewhat improved medical care. 
They do not as yet appear to have penetrated the realm 
of more stable emotional and social adjustments, perhaps 
because efforts to make a beginning in this direction have 
been opposed by the disrupting and chaotic Influences of 
both depression and war. A marked lag in cultural adjust
ment is still evident.

The public school has assumed a place of leadership 
and respect among the Mexican population, both locally and

i
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elsewhere, and is in a position to exert a marked influ
ence on the lives of Spanish-speaking students. Bringing 
together as it does in the classroom both Mexican and 
American children, many for the first time, and in addi
tion drawing together varying elements in the Mexican 
population itself, it has become a recognized power in the 
socialization of this immigrant group. The school has 
met its problem, however, chiefly by using as its tool 
the dissemination of knowledge, notably the teaching of 
English and a grounding in the fundamental skills. It 
has been handicapped by the high degree of retardation 
and early elimination of students from developing further 
a program of study in fields especially adapted to their 
use.

It should be recognized, too, that while education 
has been absorbed in reducing illiteracy and providing the 
minimum essentials for entry into American citizenship, a 
notable contribution to the desired integration of the 
Mexican populace has been made in two allied fields, pub
lic health and social work. . Both of these have so served 
to protect on the one hand and to teach fundamentals in 
lines other than those of the school that the end result 
has been a marked rise in standards among the Mexican 
population as a whole. This supplemental effort has, there
fore, served to facilitate and to promote in many ways the
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actual task of teaching within the schools since, in 
working toward improved living conditions and in offering 
protection against the ill effects of extreme economic 
conditions, it has decreased the gap between principles 
taught in school and those encountered in the home.

The changes already effected are sufficient to in
dicate that at present there exists not only a willingness 
to learn, but a readiness for further cultural assimila
tion of Mexican students. The time has come not only for 
acceptance of better standards of living but of more com
prehensive standards of thinking as well, and the schools 
are the logical center for beginning a foundation of 
knowledge. There probably is no less need to emphasize 
the various language skills than formerly, but because 
some of the mothers such as Mrs. X and Mrs. Y have had the 
advantage of American schooling, their children may be 
expected to achieve a greater degree of competence in 
subjects requiring language facility than was true ten or 
fifteen years ago. The fact that the children in these 
families, with the exception of the epileptic boy, are 
said by their principals to be better than average stu
dents would appear to substantiate this belief. The same 
probably is true of the other fundamental tool subjects.

But an analysis of present needs, as evidenced in 
the situations of the twenty-five families contacted.
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would indicate a readiness for the type of knowledge which 
attacks directly old trends of thinking. The introduction 
of material dealing with general or natural science 
which explains natural phenomena in scientific terms, no 
matter how simple, would be of real value in lessening 
the dependence on folklore or old cultural habits of 
thought. Such a study at the elementary level would reach 
many who leave school early. Every possible emphasis on 
home-making skills for girls and on industrial and manual 
skills for boys is a step toward preparing them for the 
positions they probably will hold in actual life situa
tions. Community problems, particularly in the field of 
preventive medicine and public health, might be incorpor
ated, again in simple terms, at the elementary level; and 
since such problems contain elements of situations met in 
every-day life, they probably would arouse real interest. 
Somewhat later the special problems of child care and ele
mentary psychology would be of inestimable benefit. Leisure 
time activities of all kinds including arts and crafts, 
modeling, weaving, metal work, hobbies and collections 
would do much to reduce the effects of poor environmental 
conditions by inserting new and desirable interests. Char
acter education, both incidental and direct, with emphasis 
on stable moral values, might profitably stimulate the 
thinking of Mexican students.
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To the degree that such a program aroused interest 
and ambition among our better Mexican students, it could 
expect to foster leadership of outstanding individuals 
toward the betterment of their own people.

The problem of this thesis is to attempt to ascertain 
what factors in the social background of Mexican children 
influence their learning in school. From the survey made 
and from the foregoing analysis, the following factors 
appear to bear directly upon classroom situations:

First, the Mexican mother whose position in the home 
and whose personal development seem responsible for the 
degree of comprehension of English among her children, the 
cultural environment surrounding them, and the very con
spicuous lack of recreational activities within the home.

Second, the economic factor which provides the founds 
tion for security or insecurity in family life.

Third, home and neighborhood environment which, in 
spite of many improvements, still reveals general over
crowding in the homes, poor lighting, lack of sewers in 
some parts of the city, use of outdoor sanitary facilities 
and too frequent contact with gambling halls and saloons, 
especially in slum districts. Overcrowding prevents use 
of space for play or study, and increases the dangers of 
infection or contagion among children.



Fourth, lack of a comprehensive recreational pro
gram which probably would provide not only constructive 
play outlets for children, but might well stimulate inter
est among adults in various leisure-time activities, 
build character values, and might help to develop mutual 
interests between adults and children.
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SECTION A
APARTMENT-TIEE DWELLINGS

Family A - South Meyer Street
This home is located south of the business and saloon 

district of south Meyer Street. There is a very small 
number of Negroes living in the same area, but the large 
majority of families is Mexican. Tfce A home is one of a 
series of identical apartments composed of three rooms, 
one behind the other. The front room was fairly large.
It contained an overstaffed sofa and chair, also a double 
bed with a new looking chenille spread, and a small table 
or two. Lighting was from overhead fixtures. There was a 
rug on the floor and pictures on the walls. The type of 
spread and the rug would indicate a reasonably good in
come. ....

Mrs. A was not at home when the visitor called, but 
child Six gave the information. She is a very shy child 
and answered only "yes" to most questions. She seemed ner
vous and ill at ease. Her sister left the room before 
visitor finished making inquiries. Both girls were very 
neat and clean in appearance, though not pretty and lack
ing in poise.

Seven says that her mother is 50 years old and her 
father somewhat older. She does not know his age. Both 
parents were born in Tucson. Her father reads and writes
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both English and Spanish, but her mother speaks only a 
little English. Spanish is the language used at home. 
Seven’s English was accented heavily.

There are seven children:
One, boy, 29
Two and Three, twin boys, 2?
Four, boy, 23 .
Five, girl, 20
Six, girl, 16, 8A
Seven, girl, 12, 6A Drachman

Of these One, Two, and Five are married so that only four 
children are at home. Four works at the City Laundry an! 
contributes to the family at home. Three also works and 
helps. The father is a plasterer who works for various 
contractors. The mother does not work. They have lived 
in their present home for five years. All are in good 
health.

Seven says that she and Six regularly help their 
mother with the housework, and that they spend most of 
their free time at home. They go to the movies once a week 
and swim about twice a week at the municipal pool in their 
district. They do not belong to any clubs and do not take 
books from the public library. They like True Story Maga
zine and various comics. In the evenings all the family 
talks. The girls have a weekly allowance of #1.00 apiece. 
The grandparents on both sides live in Tucson also, and the 
girls sometimes spend time with them. They speak only 
Spanish. Neither of the girls has a bicycle. They both
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like to sew and embroider.
Seven saya that she likes sehool. Her favorite sub

ject is spelling, but she also enjoys physical training.

Visitor's Estimate
Economic Status: The father and older boys do labor

or semi-skilled, work, and there is sufficient income in 
this family to provide a living entirely adequate, accord
ing to their standards. The fact that the girls receive 
an allowance is unusual.

Environment: The cultural atmosphere of this home
is close to the Mexican background of the parents. The 
girls are being brought up in the sheltered way of better- 
class families, learn early to keep house and sew. They 
are both very quiet and lack poise in dealing with an 
outsider, but undoubtedly have their own code of manners.

The home is one of the better apartments on Meyer 
Street. It is located five or six blocks from Negro dwell
ings and the business district, but otherwise it is of the 
usual slum type apartment.

Mother: Mrs. A speaks very little English and keeps
her old customs of language, discipline, and home life for 
the girls still living at home. She evidently holds a 
place of considerable authority in the family, but is not 
strict enough to cause rebellious attitudes among them.
She likes to have them take advantage of American schooling, 
but feels that what they learn at home will be of equal 
importance in their later lives.

Recreation: During their free time the girls attend
movies, swim occasionally, and sew, but they still have 
considerable free time. Visitor believes that they spend 
part of it on items of personal care such as hair, nails, 
and dress. They do not read very much or take part in group activities.
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Family B - West Simpson Street
This home was interesting for several reasons. It is 

located in a solid block of shabby apartments, all of 
which look exactly alike from the street. There is no 
yard whatever in front, two steps leading from each front 
door to the pavement. Inside all have three, fair-sized 
rooms, one used as combination bed-sitting room, the 
second another bedroom, and the third a kitchen, sometimes 
dirt floored. A common enclosure serves as back yard for 
all, or at least for several, apartments together. Toilet 
facilities are here. Children of all ages play in the back, 
or if old enough, on the streets. Meyer Street with its 
noisy saloons and pool halls is nearby, Stone Avenue close 
at hand. The "red light" district, too, is only a block or 
so away. Both Negroes and Mexicans inhabit apartments 
within a block of each other.

Inside the B apartment a further division had been 
made of the front room so that one entered a very narrow 
hall containing an old broken chair and a dresser. A door 
led into the other section, just long enough to contain a 
bed and another chair. The bed was made neatly and the 
floor had been swept, but visitor was struck by the fact 
that ho one could sit comfortably anywhere. There were no 
lamps, no toys or playthings, insufficient closet space 
(several dresses hung over the edge of the extra partition),
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and only single, unshaded bulbs hung from the celling.
Mrs. B was clean and her hair combed, but she wore a 

torn housedress which she attempted to hold together in 
front while visitor talked to her. Four was the only child 
at home during the visit. He, too, was very clean but ap
peared absolutely idle. He lounged on the bed with a 
comic or stood beside the dresser next to his mother.
Mrs. B answered questions civilly enough, but sometimes a 
little reluctantly. Her face and whole attitude gave one 
the feeling of restraint as though she held back as much 
information as she could. She seemed nervous. One could 
almost feel her high temper and passionate anger ready to 
burst out on any provocation.

Mrs, B says that she is 36, her husband 40 years of 
age. She was born in Benson, he in Tucson, and both have 
lived here for many years. Her parents came from Magda
lena, Sonora, Mexico. Her father is a citizen and speaks 
and writes English. She does not know the origin of her 
husbandfs parents.

Mr. B is a carpenter who works when and as he can.
This means they have only a fair income. There are four
children, of whom only Four stays at home all of the time.

One, girl, 18, senior high school 
Two, girl, 15, junior high school 
Three, boy, 14, 6B Draohman 
Four, boy, 13, 4A Draohman
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On© has lived for some time with her paternal grand
mother, and Three also stays with her at times, while Two 
stays part of the time with Mrs. B*s mother. Why this 
arrangement is acceptable or desirable, visitor could not 
determine. Mrs. B says they help these children when and 
as they are able.

For entertainment they have a radio which they like 
very much. Mr. B likes comics, but Mrs. B does not. She 
reads no magazines. They do not go to the library. Four 
belongs to no clubs. The children read comics and go 
quite regularly to the movies, about twice a week.

The principal at Draohoan where Four and Two go says 
that Four is a trouble-maker there, impudent, and eager to 
fight on all occasions. He will not let other children 
alone to do their work. On one occasion when hie mother 
had been called to the school for a conference, he kicked 
and hit her in front of the teachers. He is a non-reader 
to whom the teachers have given special attention for 
several years. He is good at making change in money, how
ever. The principal says he has grown up on the streets 
selling papers. She also stated that Two is very slow 
and should be in a special room.

Some days after this call had been made, visitor saw 
Mrs. B in town. Her appearance was completely changed.
She wore a printed voile dress of simple style, but be
coming. Its colors were moderate. Her hose were sheer



88

and new, her white, high-heeled shoes of the latest out.
She carried a fresh white handbag. Her whole appearance 
was clean, neat, and attractive.

Later visitor found other information regarding this 
family. Mr. B is a cement finisher and plasterer who has 
worked sometimes for contractors and sometimes indepen
dently. When he could not get enough to do to support the 
family, especially during the depression, he was allowed 
W.P.A. work.

The home situation has received considerable atten
tion. Mrs. B appears to be almost completely irresponsible 
so far as her children are concerned. One was taken by 
her grandmother at the age of three months, and has lived 
with her ever since, although there have been occasional 
attempts by the parents to have her returned. Mrs. B 
leaves home often, sometimes as early as 6:30 A.M., and 
returns when and if she pleases. For some time she and a 
sister took an old car to Nogales at least twice a week, 
leaving the three younger children completely on their own. 
She piled up debts for clothing at various places, and 
once owed $70.00 for a new Maytag washer. It was suggested 
that in order to help pay for it she take in washing, but 
nothing of the sort was ever done.

Both Three and Four have caused considerable trouble. 
Three was under supervision of the probation department for
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a time, but apparently neither of the boys has been In 
Ft. Grant. Three Is much retarded and seems very dull 
mentally. He was taken to the Preventorium for a time, 
and was said to be the slowest child there. Two of the 
children have received treatment for congenital venereal 
disease. Two complained of dizziness and headaches, She 
said that in school she often saw two letters instead of 
one. She is also very alow. Four does as he pleases 
about coming home at night, often staying out until ten 
or eleven o’clock, and has been known to do this since he 
was seven or eight years old. The grandmother finally 
took Three into her home also after his trouble with the 
probation department, and a recommendation was made later 
that he remain with her permanently unless there could be 
constant supervision in his own home. The grandmother 
also undertook to feed all three younger children, since 
they had such poor care with their parents. She gave them 
lunch regularly and sometimes other meals, but felt that 
her efforts were nearly useless because they only met the 
problem half way. At home Mrs. B let Two drink coffee, 
did not insist on her having milk, and let her choose any 
other food she desired. She wanted Two to enter the Pre
ventorium, but since Two’s trouble seemed to be tonsils and 
adenoids rather than childhood type tuberculosis, the ad
mission could not be made. She therefore remained at home.
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The grandmother also complained that when Mrs. B 
took Three out on various occasions, she influenced him so 
that he always was harder to handle afterward. She also 
took him to places not approved by the grandmother, and 
kept him out late. One has been a bone of contention at 
various times, but she likes to be with her grandmother 
and does not wish to return home. She apparently is the 
brightest of the children and is also pretty and well 
dressed. The grandmother is proud of her and for some 
time did not allow her even to do dishes, preferring that 
she get her school work or have fun.

Mr. B is a heavy drinker, at least periodically. On 
one occasion he came to the grandmother's home while very 
drunk and tried to get One back. Generally he appeared 
not to be abusive when in this condition, the younger 
children having remarked that he was better to them when 
drunk than when sober. He and his wife have fought a lot, 
but seem to feel affection for each other. At least there 
has been no question of divorce.

Various relatives in town have become estranged from 
the family and refused financial aid. Mrs. B seems not 
to understand why they should feel this way.

Visitor's Estimate
Economic Status: The father does labor or semi-

skilled. work in the building trades, but since he works
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Irregularly the family income may or may not be adequate 
at any given time. There is a question also as to how 
much of the earnings here are taken for liquor. Aid was 
given the family during the depression.

Environment: The location of this home is responsi
ble for a certain definite part of the family's habits.
At one time it was suggested that Mrs. B consider living 
in another part of town, but apparently she does not 
wish to.

There is no-privacy of any kind in this home, no 
idealism or standards of conduct which would inspire the 
children to do as well as they might. The family has ap
parently no desire to own their own home. They do almost 
nothing together.

Negro families live close to this apartment, and it 
is also close to undesirable business houses catering to 
both Negro and Mexican trade. The neighborhood is noisy 
and frequently is visited by police.

Mother: Mrs. B speaks English quite easily, but
prefers Spanish and uses that language in her home and 
personal life. Four spoke English well except that his 
accent was noticeable. Mrs. B apparently is very high 
tempered and given to frequent anger which, however, is 
not directed toward a definite end and aooomplishee noth
ing. It is entirely possible, on the other hand, that if 
she herself is untrained and ignorant of a right approach 
to human relationships within her family, that her anger 
is a defensive attitude toward situations that she cannot 
meet otherwise. If, in addition, she is self-centered 
and irresponsible, she is in no position to give any con
structive leadership to any of the family.

Recreation: Except for a few comics, there was abso-
lutely nothingin the home to interest children. From the 
above report it is believed that none of them has ever 
received the kind of attention which would give them toys 
or other constructive play outlets. They do go to the 
movies whenever they can, and the boys at times have had 
various odd jobs, but much of their free time is spent on 
the street with any companions they may choose and in any 
occupation they may find interesting.

Additional: Four shows little respect for his
parents'. His troublesome attitude at school probably is
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a result of undirected idle time at home, sensational 
movies, weak church ties, and much time on the streets of 
an undesirable neighborhood. There also is the possi
bility that his age, 13, combined with his failure to 
read, makes him belligerent in his attitude at school and 
that his attempts to distract other children in his room 
are his way of keeping them from excelling him in school 
work.

Three shows the same belligerent attitude toward the 
parents. They have done nothing to earn affection or 
trust, and therefore have little control over the chil
dren.

Insecurity of all kinds is apparent, The mother is 
completely irresponsible, income at times has been in
sufficient, money is never spent wisely, essential items 
are not included in planning for the family, and health 
definitely has been neglected• Once Mrs. B tried to get 
the county to pay for glasses, and was loud in her pro
test when such aid was refused on the grounds that Mr. B 
then was earning enough to pay for them independently.

In view of the circumstances, it is surprising that 
the children have not caused more trouble than they have.

Family C - South Herbert Street
This family lives in one of three dwellings located 

close together on an alley between south Third and south 
Fourth Avenues. There was a very tiny concrete porch in 
front, big enough for only two chairs, and facing on an 
unimproved vacant lot opposite. Here Mrs. C and Two were 
sitting. They received visitor somewhat reluctantly, 
seeming surprised that such information as was requested 
could be of interest. They did not ask visitor to enter 
the house but, when asked, did say there were three rooms
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and that all the family had separate beds for sleeping 
except Three who sometimes sleeps with Two and sometimes 
with his mother. Both Mrs, C and Two were very clean and 
neat in appearance, and above average in the type of clothes 
worn.

Mrs. C answered visitor's questions in English, but 
has insufficient command of English to be completely com
fortable while using it; she therefore appealed to Two for 
help when she was unsure of herself.

She stated that her family had come to Tucson eighteen 
years ago from Mexico. Her husband, however, was born 
here in Tucson, his family having settled here very early. 
They were of both Spanish and Mexican extraction.

Mr. C is now employed as a pipe fitter in the Southern
Pacific machine shops. There are three children in the
family, all attending school.

One, girl, 15, 10th grade 
Two, boy, 12, 6A 
Three, boy, 9, 3rd grade

Outside of school the boys like to spend time playing 
ball, but Two seemed at a loss to explain how they used 
much of their leisure time. Neither has a job at the 
present time, nor do they belong to the Boy Scouts or the 
Y.M.C.A. They have ho card at the public library now, 
though they have had one previously. Two said he likes to 
study the Boy Scout Manual, and they buy numerous comic
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books.
One likes to read more than do the boys. She has 

two encyclopedias which, of course, the boys can share and 
she also has several school books. Two said that she 
liked best the magazines such as True Story and various 
movie magazines.

All the family likes the movies. Mr-, and Mrs. 0 at
tend together; the children go with each other or with 
various friends. They attend often. Two says they like 
war pictures best, but that their mother does not. She 
is quite emotional in her reactions toward bombing and 
battles. She spoke of the fact that she has several 
nephews in the fighting areas of Germany and the South 
Pacific and she cannot bear to see the scenes of destruc
tion.

When One is out of school she stays at home most of 
the time, helping her mother "a little.”

Mrs. 0 has been to California several times for vaca
tions, and spoke as though it had been the habit of the 
family to take some sort of trip in the summer when they 
could. She has also been to the Grand Canyon once long 
ago, but the children have not seen it.

The family owns a car and has a radio.
Two says that of their school subjects the boys like

art best
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Visitor’s Estimate
Economic Status: The father is a semi-skilled

worker earning enough to provide adequate food, fair 
housing, glasses (Two wore becoming ones), travel on rare 
occasions, and amusement.

Environment: Fair. The neighborhood is clean and
has no obviously bad influences, but no constructive out
lets either.

Mother: Mrs. C obviously depends for advice and
counsel on the men in her family, and Two at twelve defin
itely qualifies for this role. She is very feminine in 
her attitudes, and her weakness regarding unpleasant 
scenes in the movies is only one evidence of a dependent 
attitude. She probably leans on the children in many 
ways because they speak English better than she does and 
have opportunities in school beyond those she had.

Recreation: The children have few books, and reading
is of a poor type* At present they belong to no clubs or 
groups. One spends much time on personal appearance, but 
all the family appear to have much idle leisure time. All 
attend movies as regularly as possible. They enjoy their radio.

Additional: The school principal says that these
children are bright and do well in their work.

Family D - West Third Street
This home is one of several small apartments located ' 

on a dusty, unpaved street not far from the railroad 
tracks. Both Negro and Mexican people live in the same 
district. All of the apartments are old, and usually are 
in a poor state of repair. The same roof and porch covers 
several dwellings; a high fence encloses several back yards. 
Equipment in all is very meager, and no family has its own
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bathroom. There are two main rooms in each apartment, and 
a smaller kitchen behind. No facilities for bathing are 
provided. In the rainy season the roofs leak continu
ously, but the Chinaman who owns the building has refused 
to do anything about repairing any part of it. He owns a 
store at the end of the block and sells groceries to many 
of his tenants.

The D family has lived in this same apartment for 
the past four years, paying §15.00 per month rent. Mrs. D 
says that they have often tried to find a more desirable 
place, but have not succeeded. Both are quite interested 
in buying a small home of their own, but have not been able 
while prices were so high to afford anything adequate for 
their family. She says they have begged the Chinaman to 
fix the roof, but he will not. Mr. D was willing to fix 
the ceiling and repair the walls, but the Chinaman would 
not buy materials. In the end nothing at all was done. 
Another time they built a small shower to fit over the 
back yard hydrant, but the neighbors objected on the ground 
that they could not draw water from the hydrant, so the 
shower was taken down. Now bathing is done in a tin tub or 
wash basin.

In spite of these handicaps the D family was neat and 
pleasant in appearance. The parents both are young, Mr. D 
32 and Mrs. D only 27. She has noticeably fine features,



more Spanish than Mexican, with even,, white teeth. Both 
of them were born in Tucson. Her parents also were born 
here, but Mr. D fs parents migrated to the United States 
when they were young. Mrs. D never worked before her 
marriage. Mr. B began to work when he was about fifteen.
He is now a truck driver for Ralph's Transfer. Both fin
ished the seventh grade in school. They speak English 
easily and well, and both can write either language.

The family has a radio but do not own a car. All of 
them sleep separately, out of doors in the summer.

There are five children in this family, so that 
Mrs. Lopez is very much tied down by her duties at home. 
Only two children are in school.

One, boy, 10, 4th grade 
Two, boy, 8, 2nd grade

They have gone to Davis school so far, but Mrs. D is very 
anxious for them to change to Roosevelt School in order 
that they will avoid the Southern Pacific train tracks.
She worries about their being out near the tracks, as 
children from several cross streets often meet there and 
she is afraid they will be careless when they become oc
cupied with their play. She feels she cannot leave the 
smaller ones alone while she looks after the older children 

At home the children play in and out of the house as 
they please. The little girls have dolls, paper dolls, and 
coloring books. The boys like rougher games and run a lot,
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with each other and played without quarrelling while 
visitor was present. All were polite. However, there 
seemed to be an aimlessness to their play as though they 
took advantage of any ohanoe turn of thought or circum
stance to give interest to their game. Very little was 
in evidence for them to play with. The children are too 
young yet for organized group activities.

Mrs. D does not leave her home very often. It is hard 
to do so because she has to take the children whenever she 
does go.

The family belongs to the Catholic Church.

Visitor’s Estimate
Economic Status: The father, having only a seventh-

grade education, can do little beyond unskilled or semi
skilled work. At present he is earning enough to provide 
adequately for the family, except that they continue to 
live in a poor home.

Environment; In spite of the poor dwelling, the rooms 
were well ventilated and fairly comfortable. The atmos
phere was clean and homelike. There was limited space for 
the children to play in the back yard with children of 
other apartments. There was nowhere for them to engage 
in constructive or supervised play. Privacy in such a 
dwelling is almost impossible, and lack of space must inter
fere with sleeping habits of the children as well as 
opportunity for quiet times or reading.

Mother: Mrs. D in appearance is above average,
young, attractive, and with an intelligent face. Her Eng
lish is also excellent. She has been brought up to be
lieve that her place is definitely at home with the chil
dren, and she probably would resent leaving them to work 
outside. She is sweet and gentle in her manner with them, 
and the children respond without difficulty. It seems
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strange that she would be content in her present sur
roundings and that she would not have found a more satis
factory place at some time during the past four years. 
However, she probably relies largely on her husband to 
help her in this and philosophically accepts the status 
quo.

Recreation: The children are said to have dolls and
coloring books, but they were not playing with them when 
visitor called. They play at many aimless running games. 
Neither hone nor yard provides space or opportunities for 
supervised recreational activities. Associations here 
depend on the other families renting apartments.

Family E - West McCormick Street
The E home is located near the center of town, only 

a few blocks from the main business district on the one 
hand and from the smaller district of south Meyer Street 
on the other, The latter contains the Mexican business 
houses as well as pool halls, a saloon or two, and a large 
group of lower-class dwellings. It is the scene of fre
quent trouble with the police. San Augustin Cathedral also 
stands within sight of the house. The dwelling itself is 
newly painted stucco, very neatly kept, both inside and 
out. There is a sizeable vacant lot next door, and the 
back yard is enclosed by a corrugated iron fence which in
cludes several other buildings in the group. A few flow
ers grew in the tiny space between the front door and the 
sidewalk.

Inside, the home showed evidence of regular care and 
good taste in furnishings. The furniture was of average

x7i>696
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quality and, though small, the front room had a homelike 
atmosphere. In the bedroom furnishings were also good 
and attractive.

The father of. the family has been a ear Inspector 
for the Southern Pacific for the past two years, and 
prior to that time had his own shoe shop for several years. 
He was born in Mexico but has become a naturalized Ameri
can citizen. Mrs. E was born in the United States. She 
has been here for fifteen years, coming from Los Angeles 
where other members of her family still reside.

The family has a oar and a small radio. All are in 
good health.

There are four children in this family, all of school
age.

One, boy, 15, 9B 
Two, girl, 14, high school 
Three, boy, 10, 6B 
Four, boy, 6, 2B

In appearance these are especially attractive chil
dren. Two's clothes were excellent; she looked like any 
well-groomed child of good family. The two younger boys 
were very clean and also were well dressed. Two is in 
summer school at the present time. The three younger 
children all like school and do well in their work. Their 
mother says they go respectively to the T.M.C.A. and 
Y.W.C.A., and that she has them get books from the public 
library about twice a week.
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Both English and Spanish are spoken in the home.
Mrs. E has some accent, but the children very little.
The children use Spanish when they play, but all the 
family are at ease in either language.

The real present problem in this group is One, who 
for the past year has been a source of grief and worry to 
his parents. As the first-born son, he holds rather a 
special place with his mother who finds it hard to believe 
that recent events actually have happened. Particularly 
is it hard when she recalls One as an altar boy at San 
Augustin where all the family attend church. One has 
served as altar boy for some years, and was especially 
liked by the priest. During the past year, however, One 
has shown a very rebellious attitude toward all home and 
school ties. He told his mother that he had finished all 
he wanted or could see that he needed when he finished the 
eighth grade, and that he did not care for school any more. 
His work was very poor. He also began to disobey his 
parents * instructions as to the time he should be at home 
in the evenings. Once or twice when they let him go to 
the movies, he did not come home until one or two in the 
morning. This caused them great uneasiness. Finally they 
punished him by not letting him go out at night for a week 
or two, but when he was allowed to go again, he repeated 
the same offense. About this time he began to beg to go
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to Loa Angeles where some of his mother’s relatives are 
living. Mr. and Mrs. E hesitated, feeling that his aunt 
there would not he able to supervise him any better, if 
as well, as they. Especially since he looks older than 
he is, she might not feel she should exercise much 
authority. They feared for the company he might find in 
a large city. However, his father had said that since 
One wanted to go, they should manage it somehow.

Just at this time One disappeared and was gone for 
four days. His mother, in desperation, finally appealed 
to police but heard nothing until he turned up at the 
police station with five other boys who had robbed several 
service stations on south Sixth Avenue. Mrs. E was al
most overcome by the disgrace of the situation, but went 
at once to see her son. His five companions already had 
police records and had spent time in Ft. Grant Industrial 
School for Boys. There was no question but that they 
would return there. Because One never had been in trouble 
before, the judge planned to keep him in Tucson on proba
tion. But One said he wished to go to Ft. Grant to "pay 
for" what he had done; he wished, he said, to "settle his 
debt" and then to be free. The judge agreed to let him 
go to Ft. Grant.

One also revealed that upon leaving home he went with 
one of the boys to the latter’s mother’s home on south
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Meyer Street. Finding her there with a man to whom she 
was not married, they left and went to the boy's god
mother's home, some distance away. It was there they had 
stayed until caught by the police, and the godmother ap
parently gave no thought to notifying One's mother, if she 
was ever aware of the circumstances under which he had 
left.

Mrs. E has had two letters from One in Ft. Grant. In 
the first he seemed quite cheerful, asked for some per
sonal items, and commended the family to God with a deeply 
religious note through the letter. In the second he seemed 
very homesick and definitely unhappy, begging his mother 
to see about helping him to return home again. He again 
wrote in a religious vein. Mrs. E has been to see proba
tion officers, but is not sure what the outcome may be 
for One. She and her husband plan to go to see him in 
two weeks.

The effect of these events on the other children 
cannot be measured, of course, at present. However, they 
are fully aware of the situation and of their mother's 
feeling toward it. They see her grief and must realize 
the depth of her feeling. She says that she often forgets 
to eat, sometimes realizing in mid-afternoon that she 
has never had breakfast. Her voice was controlled as she 
talked to visitor, but tears rolled constantly down her 
cheeks. She says that her husband fears she will be ill
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badly, often lying awake wondering if they ©ould have done 
anything to prevent this.

The children continue much as they have always done. 
Three was making a model plane and Four playing with a 
small toy plane. Out of doors they like running games 
but have very little equipment. Two lay down with a maga
zine while visitor was present, seeming to have nothing 
else to do.

All three children were polite and very courteous.
Two was especially poised in her manner toward visitor.

Mrs. E is a large woman but is young in appearance, 
pretty, and with a fresh, sweet face. Her clothes were 
well chosen and stylish looking.

Visitor's Estimate
Economic Status; The father apparently has always 

earned an adequate living and has been willing to spend 
it on his home and family. Clothes and furnishings in 
this home were well above average. His having had his 
own business probably indicates ambition and initiative 
on his part. He is not a skilled worker, however.

Environment; Though well arranged inside, this home 
is in a slum district where poor influences are apparent, 
and many poor companions might be found. The church tie 
is evidently in conflict with these other elements, and 
has not proved strong enough to prevent trouble, Except 
that it was cleaner than many such dwellings, it has 
little to recommend it as good.

Mother: Mrs. E speaks English readily, but is
equally atease in Spanish and evidently uses Spanish in 
the home. She is dependent on the men in her family,
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saddened by recent events, and at present fighting for 
self-control. Her children mean everything to her and 
she is ambitious for them, but it would appear that disci
pline has been of the indulgent type frequently found 
among Mexican mothers. This indulgence applies especially 
to her beloved first-born son. She is unable to see his 
present difficulty as part of the over-indulgence at 
home plus poor neighborhood environment.

Recreation; Mother evidently wishes to keep her chil
dren busy and at home. They get library books sometimes, 
belong to certain clubs, and go to summer school. Little 
in the home or neighborhood, however, offers constructive 
activity for children of this age.

Additional: It is likely that One as the oldest son
always has been much indulged, and in his church duties 
has also drawn attention to himself. His parents seem to 
have allowed his wishes to guide much of what they did for 
him. He, therefore, may have developed considerable self- 
confidence without an equal amount of judgment. His size 
and adult appearance have led him further to rebel against 
any authority in school or at home.

One always has known a continuous association with 
his church, and now seems to find real worth in it. Yet 
it is not a compelling force in directing his conduct.
His parents are a point of strength in offering security 
of affection, but to a certain degree they now are helpless.

The parents have a deep interest in all the children, 
but perhaps give in to them more than they realize. The 
relationship between them is good. One’s problem would 
seem to be one of adolescent poor judgment and undesirable 
companions. His self will has been founded on parental 
pride in his good looks, his church affiliation, and his 
various abilities. It is probable that he always has been 
given wide freedom in making decisions, satisfying his 
parents as long as he conformed to their general standards. 
They now are confused and unsure of themselves in dealing 
with his undesirable attitudes.
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Family F - St. Mary's Road
The portion of St. Mary’s Road.where the F family 

lives is located on a dusty street near a tourist camp, 
across the street from Davis School, near Oury Park, and 
in a section occupied jointly by both Mexicans and 
Negroes. There is a railroad crossing not far away.
These apartments have been built for many years, and they 
remain unchanged from one tenant to the next. There are 
three rooms in each, none large. The back yards are all 
together or sectioned two or three in a group. There are 
no inside sanitary or bathing facilities, several families 
sharing one or two hydrants and outside toilets.

In the F home the front two rooms were carpeted*
The main room had two couches as well as an overstaffed 
chair and a table. There were several family pictures on 
the walls. Mrs. F has a good sewing machine, but aside 
from this all equipment is meager and shows wear. They 
have no radio and no oar. No one sleeps separately here, 
at least three using each bed.

There are eleven children in the family. The follow
ing are in school:

Four, boy, 16, 7th grade 
Five, boy, 10, Davis 
Six, boy. 9, Davis 
Seven, girl, 10, Davis 
Eight, boy, 15, Davis 
Nine, girl, 7, Davis

I



Visitor has recorded these names just as Mrs. F gave them, 
though their correctness is doubtful for Mrs. F appar
ently had great difficulty giving ages for anyone in the 
family. When asked how old she was, she thought deeply 
awhile and then, as though fearful not to answer, said 
she believed she was about sixteen. Later she said she 
was not sure; she could remember only that her husband is 
one year older than she.

In addition to the school children there are three 
older girls. Two of the daughters work in a laundry, and 
one at the Elite Ice Cream Company. All live at home. 
There are two boys too small to attend school.

Mrs. F was born in Tucson and her mother also was 
born here. Her father came from Mexico when he was small. 
Mr. F also was born here, his parents having migrated from 
Mexico. Neither had much schooling. Mrs. F speaks no 
English at all. She was only fifteen years old when she 
was married, and all her time has been taken up caring for 
her large family. She and her husband do not go to the 
movies; they own no radio. They do not travel. They do 
not read books.

The F*s belong to the Catholic Church.
Mrs. F made no attempt to send the children out of 

the room while she talked to visitor. It appeared she is 
so accustomed to having them with her all the time that



it did not ooour to her. All the children were, clean; 
there were no food spots on their clothing, and their 
faces and hands were clean. The younger ones were especi
ally lively and alert; they were much intrigued by the 
unexpected visit. They laughed and giggled constantly, 
their eyes popping up over the table as they watched.
They had only one small ten-oent car apiece to play with. 
There were no books or papers visible in the home. None 
of the children goes to the library, nor do any of them 
belong to an organized group. Apparently, except for 
short shopping trips to town, their entire lives are spent 
in the block or so near their home.

Mrs. J is calm and at ease with the children. She 
is easy-going and good tempered, and her eyes especially 
looked as though she liked to laugh. It would seem that 
both she and her husband were Ignorant, completely un
trained people. She relies on the children when English 
must be apoken, and in some ways seems as childlike as 
they. The family is a stable unit, however, even the 
older girls remaining at home in spite of their earning 
independently.

Visitor’s Estimate
Economic Status: The father is an unskilled laborer.His present work on the city garbage trucks, plus con

tributions from the girls who earn, evidently is sufficient 
to provide what the family considers an adequate living. 
Medical or dental care, however, would seem impossible, and there is little spent on amusement.



Environment: Poor. Home is very crowded Indeed,
and no one can have the least privacy. Children have no 
pool halls at hand, but nothing to provide constructive 
recreation. Oury Park is across the street but is not 
in use by many children at present. In view of the num
ber of people in this apartment, the lack of confusion 
was surprising.

Mother: Mrs. F speaks no English, and must depend
on the children in many ways. She seems almost com
pletely uneducated and at times not too intelligent. The 
family background is very poor as far as educational 
materials or understanding is concerned. The children 
seem to have much free time and practically nothing to do, 
yet they are full of fun and did not seem quarrelsome.

Mrs. F has a calm, steady quality which is desirable 
but in many ways she seems very childlike. The home in 
furnishings, arrangement, crowding, and adequacy is much 
more Mexican than American.

Mrs. F has no special attitude toward school for the 
children, either positive or negative. It is accepted 
that they go while the law demands or they show any de
sire; if they decide to stop or do not do well, it is 
apparently not a matter of any concern. She is just as 
glad for them to earn and to have fun as for them to continue in school.

Recreation: There is a very decided lack in leisure
time activities. The children have much free time and almost nothing to play with.

Family G - South Meyer Street
This family lives in one of a series of identical 

apartments facing on Meyer Street. Both Mexicans and 
Negroes live within a short distance of each other here, 
but the children appear to play in separate racial groups. 
The district is about three blocks from the commercial and 
saloon section of Meyer Street. It consists of rows of
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moderately well-kept apartments on eaoh side of the 
street, but is In the section which has received some at
tention from newspapers because of the poor sanitary 
facilities and lack of sewers. To the families who live 
there, however, such conditions are not unusual and are 
accepted without comment until illness or epidemic ap
pears .

This home has the usual three rooms, one behind the 
other, but they are of larger than average size and the 
front room was light and airy. It contained two modern, 
double beds, eaoh neatly made and covered with a fresh 
spread. There were also a dresser, one chair, and a small 
table. Mrs. G sat on one of the beds, visitor in the 
chair. The whole house seemed neat and, though bare look
ing, was free of dust or disorder.

Children in the family are:
One, boy, 17, Carrillo School
Two, boy, 15, Carrillo School (special room)
Three, boy, 14, Carrillo School
Four, boy, 12, Draohman School, 5B
Five, boy, 10, Draohman School, 2B
Six, boy, 8, Draohman School, 2B
Seven, girl, 7, Draohman School, 1st grade

Visitor was met at the door by Six, who had a play 
pistol and holster at his belt and had been running vigor
ously with other boys along the sidewalks in a game of 
cowboys. He was an attractive looking child, and seemed 
much flattered by the visit. His mother hesitated somewhat 
before appearing from the bedroom. She was a serene



Ill

looking woman, clean, with a clear skin and smoothly- 
knotted hair. While visitor talked to her, Six watched 
every word written into notes, commented on them, and 
smiled constantly. Several other hoys also appeared to 
watch. •

Mrs. Gr says she was horn in Sonora, hut has spent the 
last nineteen years in Tucson. She is 38 years of age, 
her husband 56. He has been ill for the last fifteen 
years with some trouble in one leg, and he dees not work. 
The family has an income of §75.00 a month from the Aid to 
Dependent Children, which apparently is sufficient for 
at least what they consider most essential items. They 
pay §12.00 a month rent. Just at present Mr. G is in 
California. Mrs. G says the summer heat is very had for 
his leg, and that this year it turned almost black. He 
leaves here every year with members of his own family, 
sons by a previous marriage, to stay until fall. She 
remains behind with the younger ones. This time he has 
taken One and Three with him. Two, 15, is at home with 
her, though Three, 14, is with his father. Visitor be
lieves that Two is subnormal mentally as his mother says 
that he helps her a great deal with the housework and does 
not go out to work or play much. He is in the special 
room at Carrillo and, though the whole family seemed aware 
of the meaning of this, they appeared undisturbed by it.
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Due to the absence of Mr. G and the boys, the government 
allotment has been out to §65.00.

None of the children has a job of any sort. They 
have no bicycles and very little to play with. They like 
running games of any sort, but especially "los cowboys,f 
which they play in the street. They do not read books, 
apparently not even comics. They like western and adven
ture movies which they attend about once a week. The 
family does not have a radio. They cannot sleep separately 
as nine people must be accommodated when all are at home; 
there are six at present. None of the group belongs,to a 
club, nor do they go swimming. Their entire lives are 
spent within the small radius of the few blocks near home 
and the central business area of Tucson.

When visitor was ready to leave, Six begged that she 
visit also the family of "Rito" next door. This, he seemed 
to feel, would be a real favor. Visitor said she did not 
have Rito’s other name but would try to return another day. 
Heads popped out from all the nearby homes to see her de
parture.

Spanish is spoken constantly by all in this section. 
Mrs. Gr speaks almost no English, and the children's speech 
is accented heavily.

The Gr's have not been self-supporting for some time. 
Extreme poverty has characterized their living over a long
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period of years, during many of whioh they moved from one 
small, inadequate house to another. Again and again 
workers have found their home dirty, ill kept, and infested 
with flies. On only one occasion did they have indoor 
sanitary facilities; sometimes they had to carry all water 
into the house from outside.

Mr. G*s illness consists of deafness and a varicose 
ulcer of one leg for which he has long received treatment 
at the county clinic. He is definitely unemployable. The 
children have suffered numerous severe Illnesses, and all 
have seemed retarded in development, both physical and 
mental. There is also the factor of venereal disease.
All members of the family have been tested and treated for 
this, but only after considerable pressure had been exerted 
to get Mrs. G to bring the boys in for tests. She seemed 
to have no understanding whatever of the dangers involved. 
At present this particular condition is believed to have 
been cleared up.

The children have reflected these many difficulties 
in their behavior over a long period. One was the first 
to get into trouble when he became a messenger and errand 
boy for a gang which burglarized certain northside homes.
A number of stolen articles were found under his mattress 
at home, after police had insisted his mother make a search 
for them. He was sent to Ft. Grant when he was about
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twelve and remained there for several months. Later an 
effort was made to have him return to Garrillo School.
The principal was persuaded to let him re-enter, though 
somewhat reluctantly, as One was known to have taught 
several smaller boys to pilfer various articles. The 
attempt apparently was not successful as he later went 
back to Ft. Grant. Following his second release he went 
to work for the Pacific Fruit Express, lying about his 
age to get the job. He helped the family with part of his 
earnings.

Since then Two, Three, and Four all have spent time 
in Ft. Grant for stealing. Three was kept there for ad
ditional time, as he escaped twice and later was recap
tured in Douglas. Mrs. G has seemed quite helpless to 
cope with such involved behavior on the part of the chil
dren.

This is a common law marriage. Mrs. G was married 
to a Mr. Z for a short time and the oldest child of all, a 
girl named Z One, is the result of the first marriage.
The husband deserted before Z One was born, and has not 
been seen or heard of since. Z One was born in Bisbee.
The only security or progress made at any time by the 
family has been made because of her efforts. As she grew 
into her later teens, she seemed to have a great desire 
to improve the appearance of her home and to have pretty
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elothes for herself. She went to work in a Meyer Street 
store and gradually paid off installments on some better 
chairs, beds, and a table.

At eighteen or nineteen she married a young man who 
was soon called into service. He made her an allotment 
of #50.00 a month, asking her to stay at home and not 
work. She was pregnant at the time, so she went back to 
live with her mother’s family, using the #50.00 for com
mon expenses. A baby girl was born to her, but died of 
pneumonia at the age of two weeks. Z One was quite ill 
herself for two months afterward. When she was able she 
went back to work, this time as a waitress at El Charro 
for #25.00 a week. When the husband heard of this, he 
stopped the government allotment. They later were di
vorced.

Z One is not believed to be living at home at present. 
Mr. G has always resented her to some extent because she 
was not his own child.

At various times when the boys were in trouble Mrs. G 
has tried to get Mr. G to return home to help with them.
He has done so, but sometimes M s  been quite slow about 
coming.

Visitor’s Estimate
Economic Status: The income here is barely suffi-

cient for minimum essentials, but the family can get 
medical and special aid from the county. Even though small
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at present, the monthly allotment is at least estab
lished and probably offers greater security than what 
they have enjoyed in previous years. It may be that the 
improved state of housekeeping is due to the start given 
by Z One, by knowing that at least a certain amount of 
money would be received, and by the help given by social 
workers in planning to spend it. This in turn reflects 
itself in the health of the family and so long as they 
feel "good," they are better able to keep up with daily tasks.

Environment: Neighborhood is crowded, hot, and
without play facilities. It is close enough to trouble 
spots to attract the boys as they grow older. Supervised 
play of any kind is unknown.

The bad effects of poor environment and poor com
panions is evident in the boys' Ft. Grant records. This 
makes them miss regular school, and further retards an 
already lagging interest.

Housekeeping evidently has improved, as both home 
and children were clean. As to regularity of meals, type 
of food, and enough sleep for the children, there is no 
way to judge.

Mother: Mrs. G speaks almost no English and is ig-
norant in so many ways that she has been unable to cope 
with her children's problems. She is dependent on her 
children or anyone else who can help to straighten her 
out, and she has been assisted greatly by social case 
workers in planning to spend the money and food stamps 
allowed by the government, Undoubtedly her standards from 
her life in Sonora are partially responsible for the pre
sent home environment.

Visitor suspects that neither Mr. nor Mrs. G is of 
average intelligence.

Recreation: There is nothing either within the home
or outside of it to stimulate constructive interest or 
keep the children away from poor companions or poor neigh
borhood influences. All the children, as well as Mrs. G, 
have much idle time and no means to use it effectively.
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Family H - South Convent Street
This is another of the typical apartment-type 

dwellings when seen from the outside, and the extremely 
ragged, broken screen leads one to expect dirt and con
fusion within. The contrary was true, however. Mrs. H 
rents six rooms here for which she paid #30.00 the first 
year of occupancy and now $25.00 a month. The house is a 
very old one, high oeilinged, and generous in size with 
plenty of air circulating. It was extremely bare, having 
in the whole front room only one chair and one double bed. 
This left a considerable amount of vacant, uncarpeted 
floor space. Near one wall was an old phonograph, in 
another an ironing board where Mrs. H had been working.
One of the rooms at the side contains the kitchen. There 
is also a screened porch on the back, where a relative or 
neighbor sat interestedly during the interview.

Children in the family include:
- One, boy, married 
Two, boy, married 
Three, girl, married 
Four, boy, married 
Five, boy, 17, 7th grade Safford 
Six, boy, 14, Carrillo (special room)
Seven, girl, 12, Drachman
Eight, boy, 6, will begin school in September 

Mrs. H has lived in her present home for the past 
seven years. Since the death of her first husband several 
years ago she has remarried and her present name is H.
All the children except Eight are of the first marriage.
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She is now 51 years of age and her husband about 60. He 
was not at the house when visitor called, as it seems he 
is ill of cancer and frequently is cared for by other 
members of his own family. Mrs. H says that his children 
are very good to him and provide well for his needs. He 
suffers much pain, but improves enough at times to be up 
and around.

The immediate family income is a government allotment 
or pension, supplemented by various older children. Three 
lives in the house with her husband and 18 months-old 
child; they have one room to themselves. Beds are shared 
where necessary by other members of the family. The other 
married children all live in Tucson, and apparently there 
is much visiting back and forth.

Mrs. H was born in Mexico, but became a citizen 
through her second marriage. All her children are citi
zens.

There was the usual scarcity of playthings here, ex
cept for the phonograph which has a supply of Spanish 
records and is popular with the younger ones. Mrs. H spoke 
sharply to Eight who was about to play it while his sister's 
baby lay asleep on the big bed. The family did not seem 
short of money. Their rent is unusually large, even for 
a family this size. Mrs. H smoked an American cigarette 
while she talked. (In times when money is short, these
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people commonly use unrolled cigarettes.) The family has 
a radio but no car. No books or magazines were in evi
dence . Pictures were lacking. Six has a bicycle, broken 
at present.

Spanish is the language of the home. Mrs. H speaks 
practically no English, but Three, who first answered the 
door, speaks easily and well. So does Seven.

The women in this family seemed calm and unruffled 
by pressure of duties or size of family. The house was 
extremely neat, the baby resting easily while the others 
moved quietly about their work. Seven evidently was ac
customed to staying close at home, helping when she could. 
She did not appear to be especially strong. Her manners 
were excellent• She gave the information about grades 
when her mother could not remember this.

Various members of the group attend the movies occa
sionally.

This is a family which is a closely-knit unit to 
itself. Perhaps the size and the addition of the second 
husband’s family are responsible. Their habits seem to 
be more those of old Mexico than modern United States• 
Three, though very young, wore her hair uncurled. So did 
her mother and Seven. Their clothes were plain, though 
clean. They did not have lipstick or earrings, and the 
dresses appeared to be homemade• Seven would hardly be
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Visitor’s Estimate
Economic Status: The income here is sufficient for

standards which thefamily judges adequate. It is earned 
at laboring type jobs.

Environment: Home is very bare and must be somewhat
overcrowded when all are at home, but there seems to be 
no confusion and there is a calm atmosphere which is good. 
Rooms are so arranged that there is plenty of air. Neigh
borhood is poor and is close to Negro families and bad 
influence of pool halls and saloons.

Mother: Mrs. H, though gentle and sweet, holds eon-
siderable authority. She is entirely occupied by family 
matters and is devoted to the children. She would like 
to see them get ahead as much as possible, and would do 
anything in her power to understand to help them. She 
speaks almost no English.

Recreation: The phonograph and considerable bare
floor space were all that appeared as facilities for 
play. There were no toys of any kind. Older children, 
especially girls, were kept busy in the home. Nothing near 
the home helps to meet this situation.

Additional: In this family the boy, Five, tried,
after leaving school, to take a correspondence course in 
high-school work but found the lessons so hard he finally 
gave up after losing much of the money spent to begin.

Family I - South Park Avenue
This family occupies one of a series of three-room 

apartments on south Park Avenue near the railroad crossing. 
The houses are old and in a poor state of repair, the 
inside walls dingy, the two front steps rickety. The roof 
leaks in rainy weather, causing the family to move furni
ture to avoid getting it wet. The rent is $12.00 a month.
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Twelve people occupy the apartment so that overcrowding 
Is severe and sleeping space a problem, yet the house was 
clean and there was no confusion. The newest baby lay 
asleep in a screened crib, and both crib sheets and baby’s 
clothing looked fresh. The other beds which could be 
seen also were covered with clean linen. There wes no 
living room furniture in evidence, two chairs in the front 
room providing the only apparent place to sit down except 
on the beds. The only ventilation in the apartment is 
provided by the front and rear doors and two windows. In 
summer air can circulate fairly freely, but in winter the 
house must be stuffy. The only means of heating is the 
kitchen stove. The family uses kerosene lamps in place of 
electricity.' ;

Children in the family are:
One, girl, 16, now doing clerical work
Two, boy, 15, Mansfeld Junior High School
Three, boy, 14, Mansfeld Junior High SchoolFour, girl, 13, 5th grade
Five, girl, 8, 2nd grade
Six, girl, 7, 2nd grade
Seven, girl, 6, will begin in September
Eight, girl, 3
Nine, girl, 2Ten, girl, 6 months

Mr. I is working at the Pacific Fruit Express Ice 
Plant on a laboring type job at which he earns about 
$225.00 a month, so that he can provide fairly well for 
the family in spite of its size. Most of their money goes 
for food as Mrs. I is most anxious for them to have an
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adequate diet. She buys fish, milk, fruit, vegetables, 
and meat in addition to the usual staples of beans and 
rice. She does not give the children many sweets, and 
says they seldom beg for candy or cookies. All the chil
dren seen by visitor looked healthy and lively, their 
teeth in fair condition. Their clothing was somewhat 
ragged but Mrs. I says she is having them wear their old 
things to play in until school starts. Then they will 
have to have new clothes, and Mrs. I knows that her 
laundry problem will increase as well. She does the wash
ing by hand in the back yard, having no washing machine.

Mrs. I speaks good English, but prefers Spanish and 
uses Spanish almost entirely in the home. All the chil
dren speak both languages, but with some accent apparent.

Both Mr. and Mrs. I came here from Mexico, he in 
1927 and she in 1922, so that neither of them has attended 
American schools. Parents of both are from Mexico and 
speak only Spanish. They are quite young to have so large 
a family; she is 37 years of age and he 38. Mrs. I is 
rather plump, but is fresh and young looking. Her hair 
is still dark and her face unlined. She takes the duties 
of caring for her family as her natural place in life, and 
is only interested in seeing them get along as well as 
possible. Her interests are limited to household matters. 
She and her husband seldom go out anywhere unless they 
visit friends. They do not often attend movies, though
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the children like to go about once a week. The only 
other time Mrs. I leaves home is when she chaperones the 
oldest daughter, who at 16 likes to go dancing occasion
ally at the Blue Moon.

This daughter finished the seventh grade in school 
and now is doing part-time clerical work at the high 
school. She may return to school in the fall but may 
also continue working.

Mrs. I says that her little girls have many paper 
dolls to play with.and one or two rag dolls, but aside 
from this almost no toys are available for any of the 
children. She says that good food and a house are more 
important than toys, since she cannot afford both. Some
times the children long for wagons and dolls they see 
elsewhere, but they seem to get along playing without them. 
The smaller girls, she says, keep the front room neat in 
spite of playing paper dolls there often, and before their 
father comes home they pick up everything as they do not 
like to have him find the house disordered. None of the 
children belongs to any group, nor do they have books to 
read. Movies and their own games are their amusements.

Mrs. I says she is thankful all the family stays 
well so they do not have many medical bills. She says that 
her mother attended her when the first of her children were 
born, but for the last four her mother has been too old so
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she has gone to a hospital for the deliveries. She be
lieves that the babies get a better start in the hospital 
surroundings, and is high in her praise of the cleanliness 
and care given her there.

Visitor's Estimate
Economic Status: The income in this family is steady

and quite large, hut the size of the family makes heavy 
demands. Already the oldest girl is beginning to work, 
and the boys probably will do likewise as soon as they are 
old enough.

Environment: Neighborhood is free from bad commer
cial influences, but is devoid of helpful outlets for the 
children. The house is poorly built and inadequate for 
so many people.

Mother: Though Mrs. I speaks English, she prefers
Spanish and in all her attitudes is close to Mexican cus
toms of thought and habit. This is natural, since she was 
brought up in Mexico. Mrs. I has real authority in her 
home, but she seems to use it gently and there was a very 
friendly spirit between her and the children. She does 
not question the constantly increasing family, and is 
quite dependent on her husband to help with making de
cisions. His opinions are important to her.

Recreation: Almost no facilities are available for
these children, either inside or outside their home, ex
cept games they devise themselves or the movies. However, 
the family is a strong unit, and they have so much compan
ionship among themselves that in their earlier years, at 
least, they may feel completely satisfied.

Family J - South Park Avenue
This family lives in a box car near the Southern 

Pacific tracks on south Park Avenue, and is included with 
apartment dwellings because they approach very closely the
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same conditions found in some such units* However, the 
- box car provides only one room instead of three. This 
particular car has been visited before and always has 
been known to be crowded, inadequate in many ways, and 
usually dirty. Conditions here are difficult to improve 
for obvious reasons. At present the room contains a small 
table and benches for eating, a drainboard to which water 
is carried, a stove, and a chest of drawers. There are 
no chairs and no beds inside, no pictures or other adorn
ment. The door is open all day so the room is hot or cold 
according to the weather, and there are numerous flies.
At present this home serves thirteen people. All beds are 
outside and consist of simply two or three double iron 
bedsteads without mattresses, and only one unwashed quilt 
visible for each. Doubtless some of the family sleep on 
the floor or ground. Two boys sat on the bedsteads during 
visit, watching trains being switched on the tracks only a 
few yards away.

Children in the family are:
One, boy, 17, not in school
Two, girl, 12, special room at Carrillo
Three, boy, 10, 5A Safford
Four, boy, 12, nephew, kk Safford
Five, boy, 7» begins school in SeptemberSix, boy, 5
Seven, boy, 3

The above list accounts for only nine of the thirteen 
people mentioned, but Mrs. J stated repeatedly that thirteen
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was correct, and it is believed there are other nephews 
or nieces whom she did not name. The family is not the 
usual father-mother-ohlld unit. The wage earner here is 
Mrs. J*s father, age 76, who immigrated from Mexico and 
has been employed for the past forty years by the rail
roads . . He now earns about $110.00 a month. His wife is 
dead. Mrs. J, age 40, was born to Tucson and was married 
here. She lost her first husband, father of part of her 
children, either by death or desertion, and has since been 
married twice. Both her second and third husbands were 
Mexican citizens who had entered the country illegally 
and within a relatively short time were forced to return 
to Mexico. Between marriages and at present Mrs. J has 
kept house for her father and been supported by him. One 
or two of the children belong to a sister who died re
cently, so they are now part of this group.

Mrs. J and the children have many Indian physical 
characteristics in coloring, type of build, and facial 
structure. Their clothes were only fairly clean. The 
children did not appear very intelligent or lively, and 
one seemed to have a rash on her face. All were over
weight , except for one boy. They appear to be closely 
allied to Mexican background, as is natural with people 
who immigrated only recently. The income they receive here 
is quite large, but still is meager for so many people.
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Mrs. J was friendly in manner, though quite sur
prised to receive this visit. She was not especially 
clean, moved slowly, and apparently was undisturbed by 
crowded surroundings. She has had almost no education, 
and in addition knew very little of her own family except 
that her parents were originally from Hermosillo.

The children are almost completely unsupervised.
They have nothing at all to play with, as far as could 
be seen, and can come and go as they please. In school 
they are on their own and can progress only so far as 
school authorities can help them to do. The oldest boy 
is now seventeen and has left school, remaining idle until 
he can go to work for the railroad. He has three months 
to wait before being eligible to apply there. The family 
does have a radio and enjoys listening to it.

Visitor’s Estimate
Economic Status: The income probably is greater than

could te earned in Mexico but still is inadequate for 
thirteen people. They pay no rent for the box car, however .

Environment: The neighborhood is generally poor,
and this group of box-oar homes house families who must 
live very primitively. There are no outlets of any kind for the children.

Mother: Mrs. J is ignorant, uneducated, and cultur
ally very close to Mexican peon background. She is 
letting the children "just grow," providing food and hous
ing of a sort, but unaware and undistrubed by various 
inadequacies. There is little ambition here and no 
understanding of school or the children’s problems. Her 
various marriages have not served to stabilize the family.
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Still she is generous in her own way, and was willing to 
assume responsibility for her dead sister's children in 
addition to her own. .

Recreation; Facilities are completely lacking for 
any type of play, and except for listening to the radio 
or attending the movies all the children are completely 
idle. The older girl helps at times with the younger 
children, but there is little time spent in housework. 
The boys have nothing at all to take their interest 
other than movements of the trains.

SECTION B .
SINGLE-FAMILY DWELLINGS

Family K - East Nineteenth Street
The K family is a most interesting one. The father

owns and runs one of the best known and best located shoe
repair shops in the city, and is well established here
after years in the same business. There are ten children
in the family, of whom the following are in school;

Four, boy, 17, high school 
Five, girl, 15, high school 
Six, boy, 1/f, junior high 
Seven, girl, 12, junior high 
Eight, boy, 11, elementary school 
Nine, girl, 9, elementary school 
Ten, girl, 7* elementary school

There is also a son 19 years old who is an aerial gunner, 
still in training in this country; a married daughter who 
has two small children of her own; and One, who helps his 
father run the family business. .

One occupies an unusual position in this family. Al
though he wished to take up a different trade for himself,
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h,@ was practically forced to learn the shoemaking trade so 
as to keep up with the needs of the large family. His 
father is growing older, is gradually losing his eyesight, 
and generally is not in such good health as formerly. One 
is a leader among the family and is most anxious that they 
all receive an education, a sentiment with which his par
ents are thoroughly in agreement. The school principal 
spoke especially of the fact that when any one of the 
children needs a costume, or when the school makes a re
quest of any sort, One appears with his mother, translates 
to her what is wanted, takes her to buy needed materials, 
and generally sees that the request is met. The family is 
definitely school conscious and cooperates in any way pos
sible.

Mrs. K of all the family can speak no English at all; 
this fact not only adds to her dependence on the others 
in innumerable small ways, but definitely has made her 
feel inferior. Her greatest ambition is to have each of 
the children get an education, and she feels a great sense 
of discouragement because their grades are not always good. 
Four and Six, especially, have had very poor report cards. 
Mrs. K is an emotional person, easily affected, and tears 
filled her eyes when she spoke of the poor grades, again 
when she mentioned her husband's poor health, and twice 
more during the time visitor was present.
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The family occupies a six-room.house in a very - 
respectable neighborhood. It is in generally good re
pair outside and was clean, though mussy. The rooms are 
all small and there is little privacy for anyone. Three 
children occupy each bedroom, and while Mrs. K says she 
wishes they had more space, she cannot provide it. In 
spite of crowding, their clothes and general appearance 
were extremely neat. They obviously pay considerable 
attention to clothes and like pretty:things. The daugh
ter's small baby lay in a very pretty bassinette covered 
with netting, and her other child was dressed in a most 
attractive, late style sunsuit. Both were scrupulously 
clean.

All the family are well and strong except Ten, who 
is pale and listless. The doctor tells Mrs. K that Ten's 
lungs are weak, and asks that she have plenty of good 
food and lots of rest. Ten, however, has little appetite 
and does not sleep well at night. Her mother puts her to 
bed at eight o'clock since the doctor orders it, but Ten 
says she is not sleepy and usually lies awake until eleven 
or later when all the family retire. She also is having 
liver shots which the doctor thinks necessary. Perhaps in 
so large a family Ten never has learned to rest until they 
all go to bed.

The family came to Tucson from Mexico in 1929
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(visitor believes this date is ineorreet). Mrs. K says 
that she came here from Mazatl&n in 1914-1915# Her 
mother is still living and resides in California. From 
1922-1925 they all were in San Pedro, California, where 
Mr. K worked at various trades during their residence 
there.

There is a large radio in the home, and they also 
have a telephone.

As for books, Mrs. K says they have quite a number 
in both English and Spanish. Hone of the children are 
great readers, preferring comic books to anything else.
She herself buys her magazines in Hogalis where she can 
get Argentinian magazines printed in Spanish. One of 
those she showed visitor was called La Marimba, and seemed 
to be of the movie or True Story Magazine type.

At present the family has no car.
The younger children do not work, except that Six 

has a job as messenger boy. He did belong to the Boy 
Scouts but gave this up to take his job. Eight still be
longs to the Scout group.

Ten has few playthings in evidence; she likes to 
color and draw, but much of the children's time is spent 
in conversation.

All the family like the movies and all the older 
children enjoy dancing. They attend movies often, and
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dance whenever opportunity permits. This means ballroom 
dancing, not folk or formal dancing. The younger ones 
read light magazines, listen to the radio, and talk to 
fill their leisure time. From Mrs. K ’s statements, 
visitor gathered that the family was not in the habit of 
traveling or taking vacations away from Tucson. The 
father's business and the size of the family prevent this.

It happens that Four was a student of visitor's in 
sophomore English during the past year. He was singularly 
attractive in appearance, clean, well built, and fashion
ably dressed. He was always polite and smiling, but ap
peared to have no interest whatever in any part of the 
English course. His study habits were as poor as can be 
imagined; he seemed to have no inhibitions about taking 
work from anyone around him whenever he could. After 
failing very badly once, he worked to somewhat better 
purpose and was within sight of passing the semester's 
work when he failed to appear for the final examination.
He offered no explanation for his absence, evidently think
ing his chances of passing were too small to bother with. 
This was in spite of repeated conferences at whioh it was 
stressed that he probably could pass if he would work 
steadily enough to pass the final. Since making the home 
contact, visitor wonders whether crowded home conditions, 
economic sufficiency, his mother’s ever-present desire for
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schooling without any real knowledge of his daily prob
lems or any quiet place in which to work them out at home 
may not be partly responsible.

Visitor’s Estimate
Economic Status: Income is sufficient from the shoe

shop to provide notonly essential# but additional items 
such as a phone, excellent radio, extremely good cloth
ing, and amusement. The shop also provides employment 
for two workers steadily, and uses additional help from 
the younger boys when they have time.

Environment; The neighborhood is full of better-type 
Mexican families', and is not close to poor business 
establishments. There is no playground or other such 
outlet, however. Home is extremely crowded.

Mother: Mrs. K speaks no English at all, and is
especially dependent on her children because of this.
She also accepts dependence on her husband as being natural. 
She is emotional in many reactions and quite religious.
Her ambitions for the children are great, but she does not 
understand their daily problems. She is also somewhat In
dulgent in the matter of discipline. She is related far 
more closely to Mexican customs than to American ones, but 
she likes American material advantages.

\
Recreation: No place for play is available in the

home and, though the children have a few playthings, they 
also spend much leisure time in idle conversation. They 
are free to join or drop group activities as they see fit 
or as their interest dictates. All the children seem to 
satisfy their natural desire for galty In spite of poor school grades.

Additional: One’s leadership is outstanding in this
family! The family is becoming Americanized quickly, 
this generation advancing considerably beyond the parents. 
Question: Parents have been able to provide a high stand
ard of material possessions for the children, but have 
they thereby deprived them of some of their own determina
tion and steadiness of purpose?
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family L - South Herbert Street
The home in which the L family lives is a square, 

yellow stucco dwelling on south Herbert Street. This 
rates as a middle-class dwelling district, surrounded on 
all sides by homes and free from the influence of taverns 
and saloons. It is up to the individual family, however, 
to make it an attractive place to live. Houses are close 
together and have very small porches. There is usually 
little in the way of yards, but there is space for children 
to play in various vacant lots.

This house has four rooms, none large. Hot much at
tempt had been made to furnish it fashionably. The walls 
were much more free of pictures and odd bits of decoration 
than is the case in many Mexican homes. There was no rug 
on the floor, and the boards were bare of varnish. It was 
dusty, but a broom stood in one corner as though Mrs. L had 
been about to straighten things when visitor called. At 
the moment, however, she was superintending the planting of 
zinnias in a tiny patch of ground before the house where a 
garden was already started. One of the boys was doing the 
work, with his mother's direction.

The following children are in school:
One, boy, 14, 9B 
Two, boy, 13, ?B 
Three, boy, 11, 6B 
four, boy, 9 3B Five, girl, 6, IB
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Visitor was struck immediately by two things in this 
home— the mother's speech and her personality. Mrs. L 
speaks excellent English, understanding easily and having 
no accent. She apparently is not interested in the self
adornment often characteristic of women who see material 
things as part of a desirable American way of life. Her 
hair, almost entirely grey, was out short and plain; her 
severe black dress obviously was home made, and she seemed 
unaware of a tear under the arm. Her figure is plump; 
she appears not to mind. Yet her calmness and lack of 
frills set a pattern for the family. The home, though so 
plain, seems a center for the family life. One has the 
impression that the many problems of a large family in a 
small house do not disturb her, and that there is little 
friction between her and the children. Her children are 
her life and the center of all her Interest. Because the 
new baby, a five-months-old girl, was sleeping in a buggy 
in the middle of the living room she had the older boys 
keep their voices down. The baby, on the other hand, has 
always known the feel of the family and will sleep peace
fully in spite of talking or movement around her. There 
is thus a nice balance of give and take.

All the family have separate beds. There is a radio 
in the home and they own an old car.

The father is employed by the Arizona Market and 
has held the same position for nine years. Mrs. L says
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he does everything there, waiting on trade, some buying, 
and any other necessary work. One helps at the store, 
too, when he has time.

The L family has lived in Tucson for many years.
Mrs. L has been here thirty-two years. Her husband was 
born here, as was his mother before him. Her own parents 
lived here for many years but were born out of the state. 
However, Mrs. L seemed unsure of definite information 
about the grandparents. She herself lived in California 
for two years before her marriage, but since then none of 
the family has been away from Tucson even for a short va
cation. Apparently they feel no wish or need to travel.

As for the children's activities, both the older boys 
are attending summer school and One helps in the store 
when he is free. All three older boys have bicycles for 
which they earned the money themselves. Three sells the 
Los Angeles Examiner on Wednesdays, receiving a dollar a 
week. Three of the children have cards at the Public 
Library and say they used to take out quite a number of 
books. How they get very few. The children all speak 
English but prefer Spanish when they play. They do not 
belong to the Boy Scouts and now are not taking part in 
any Y.M.C.A. program; but they .did go to the Y.M.C.A. 
during the "Learn to Swim" campaign. They enjoy swimming 
and go when they can to the municipal pool not far from
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their home. Their outdoor games are usually ball or cow
boys.

Five stays closely at home near her mother. Sweet 
faced and very pretty, she is learning to help in ways 
that she can. She was anxious for visitor to understand 
that she can and likes to do the dishes. Her play in
cludes drawing, coloring, and dolls, and on a bookcase in 
the living room was a small set of home-made doll furniture 
which she likes. She also has a tricycle.

Only the boys in the family attend the movies regu
larly. They like western features and war pictures. They 
go about twice a week. Their parents almost never go;
Mrs. L said not more than once a year.

Visitor’s Estimate
Economic Status: The father’s earnings are sufficient

to provide the family’s living so that small amounts 
earned by the children can be used for their own purposes. 
The father’s status probably is that of a semi-skilled 
worker.

Environment: The house itself partakes of Mexican
cultural standards in amount of space available, furnish
ings, and general atmosphere. The neighborhood seems free 
of undesirable influences, and vacant lots across the 
street provide play space for boys’ activities where they 
do not have to leave their mother’s supervision.

Mother: Mrs. L speaks excellent English, and has
resided here long enough to have had some American school
ing. She seems a particularly stable and steady person, 
wrapped up in her home, and completely devoted to the 
children. She is glad when they do well in school, but 
not too critical if some grades are low. Spanish must be 
used frequently, however, as the children said they



138

preferred it when playing. Mrs. L seemed to have a well- 
established authority in the home without becoming unduly 
angry or impatient.

Recreation: These children seemed to have taken
advantage of the Public Library in times past, but are not 
reading books from there now. They can belong to groups 
if they wish but do not at present. They swim and have 
bicycles, and also help with odd jobs and duties at home. 
They seem, therefore, to be kept busier than most of the 
children visited.

Additional: This home appears to be a definite
center for family life.

Family M - South Herbert Street
The M home is a small dwelling in one of the older 

buildings on south Herbert Street. It is neat in appear
ance , both inside and out, but bare looking outside and 
set close to neighboring houses. The living room was 
small, rather crowded with furniture, and having on the 
walls a great many decorations including numerous pictures, 
brightly-dressed Mexican dolls, Mexican hats, and small 
serapes. The bedroom and kitchen also were small, but 
were neat looking, free from dust, and in excellent order.

There is oqly one school child in this family, One, 
age 7.

Mrs. M and her husband are divorced and she works at 
the Consolidated Aircraft plant. She expects to lose her 
present job soon, but says she will look around for some
thing else. The father lives in Tucson and on school
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records is listed as also being employed at Consolidated. 
Mrs. M has another woman staying with her in order that 
One may be cared for properly during her hours away at 
work.

Mrs. M was born in Tucson of parents who also were 
born here; her mother in Nogales and her father in Tucson. 
She spoke very little of Mr. M, but visitor believes that 
he also is a long-time resident here. All of Mrs. M*s 
family speak English well, but her husband's mother speaks 
only Spanish. In her own home Mrs. M says that both 
languages are used, but that she speaks English to One be
cause she wants her to use it as much as possible.

Mrs. M went as far as the eleventh grade in school.
One is a smiling, well-mannered child, clean, and 

attractive in appearance. She likes school very much and 
is eager for vacation to be over so that she can go back 
again. The things she likes best are musical activities, 
but she apparently enjoys all phases of school life. At 
home she draws and colors or plays paper dolls. She plays 
most often alone unless there are friends visiting, evi
dently not being allowed to play at random with neighbor
hood children. She is too young to have any real 
responsibilities in the house. One is very fond of the 
movies and goes often, especially to the Mickey Mouse 
program. Her mother takes pride in the way one remembers
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tells her the whole story of what she has seen. There 
is a close relationship between them, evident not only 
in the story telling but also in the affectionate way 
Mrs. M touched and spoke to the child.

Mrs. M has visited the Grand Canyon several times; 
she said they used to go there every year. She also has 
been to California three times, at least once with One.

Visitor’s Estimate
Economic Status: At present there is sufficient in

come here to provide a secure home. Both parents, how
ever, hold temporary war jobs and will have to take what
ever they can find later on.

Environment: The neighborhood is respectable and
there is room for outdoor play. There are no undesirable 
establishments nearby, but neither is there opportunity 
for supervised or constructive play.

Mother: The mother is a helpful influence. She is
kind, gentle, understanding and interested. She is also 
young and very attractive. In spite of her work, she 
seemed calm, poised and serene. There were no evidences 
of over-fatigue or nervous haste in her handling of One.

The old idea that a girl should be kept quietly at 
home near her mother and close to her in interest is 
noticeable.

Except for the divorce, this might be considered an 
average Spanish-American home of second generation people. 
Certain influences are still evident in the type of dwell
ing and decoration that show the Mexican background, but 
in use of English, dress, amusement, and attitudes they are 
becoming Americanized.

Recreation: One plays numerous quiet games, usually
by herself. SKe is not encouraged to play at random with



141

other children. Movies, dolls, and drawing seem to he 
her chief outlets.

Family N - East Eighteenth Street
The father of.this family is a car inspector for the 

Southern Pacific Railroad. The mother has been dead for 
about three years, and the home is now in charge of One, 
age 20. From an economic and material standpoint the 
home is well above average. Considerable money has been 
invested in rugs and furniture of good quality; walls and 
floors were clean and new looking, and One's housekeeping 
is excellent. The equipment in the kitchen was good and 
up-to-date; throughout the house everything was dusted 
carefully and in place. Grass in the yard was cut and all 
the shrubs were tended neatly.

The death of the mother, however, seriously, disrupted 
the pattern of family life. At the time, One was a junior 
in high school and was enjoying the various school activi
ties. She continued to attend for awhile after her 
mother's death, but finally had to stop because it became 
almost impossible to find a suitable person to look after 
the house and Two, age 4, the only other child in the 
family. She is definitely sorry to have left school, but 
one gathered that the social life there meant more to her 
perhaps than the studies. She has been back to as many
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dances and games as she could manage; she particularly 
regrets the fact that the Senior Proms which she has at
tended the past two years were never her own Senior 
Dances. She considers herself fortunate to have been 
there anyway.

Two, now seven, is as attractive in appearance as 
One. His clothes are clean and he is in generally good 
health; but aside from this, many of his needs apparently 
are unrealized and unmet. He has a tricycle to play with, 
a wagon and a few small toys, none of which were in evi
dence . He has none of the companionship or deep interest 
on which a child his age must depend. He has a great deal 
of time on his hands, and practically no constructive out
let for his energies. The first day visitor called here 
One was away. Two said she was "just gone." He was 
shouting loudly with two other boys in front of the house. 
Their only visible equipment for play was a long rope.
The second day visitor called. One was at home. Two was 
playing by himself near the house with a few blocks. When 
visitor asked One what Two liked best in school, she said 
she did not know and then seemed surprised at herself.
"I guess I never asked him," she said. She spoke to Two 
in the yard about it, and he said he liked everything the
same.
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Two likea to go to the movies, and sees anything that 
One goes to see herself.

Before the war the family traveled quite often for 
short vacation trips. One has been to the Grand Canyon 
and wants to go again. She has also been in California, 
and can remember, living there for about two years. This 
was before Two was born, however; he has not been to 
California or anywhere out of Tucson. They do not have 
a car just now as their last one was wrecked.

One likes to read books occasionally, but neither she 
nor Two has a library card. She says that she usually 
borrows books from friends.. Two reads comic books or 
inexpensive children * s books, but shows no special in
clination toward reading.

One said that her brother was a good boy and gener
ally easy to handle. They had trouble last year when he 
played often with an undesirable boy from several blocks 
away; then because he was picking up several objectionable 
habits, One and her father had to stop the other boy from 
coming to their home. Since then Two has seemed to give 
little trouble.

Two’s school principal said that when he first came 
to school he presented many problems; his attitudes were 
poor and he seemed ill adjusted to school life. As time 
passed, however, he learned to get along better with
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others; he seemed more interested, and his attitudes be
came more normal for a boy his age.

One's last words to Two as visitor left were to turn 
off the water in the yard. "You know Papa doesn't like 
you to play with the hose."

Later visitor found that Mrs. N applied for admit
tance to the county hospital when she .became too ill with 
tuberculosis to remain at home. She was worrying about 
being near the children, but her illness at this time 
evidently was of fairly long standing. She was admitted 
and given treatment, but the disease was too far advanced 
to be curable. This was in 1942, at which time Mr. N was 
earning $125.00 a month at Davis-Monthan Field. Previously 
he had been employed at the Crystal Coca Cola Bottling 
Company.

The family has handled its own problems since the 
death of Mrs. N.

Visitor's Estimate
Economic Status: There is financial security here,

and apparently the family never has had to have govern
ment assistance. The father is a semi-skilled worker.

Environment; This home is outstanding for type of 
neighborhood in which it is located and for material 
standards of dress and furnishings within the home. No 
obviously bad influences are near by, and One endeavors 
to choose suitable companions for Two.

Mother; One, who takes her mother's place, speaks 
English excellently and does not use Spanish in the home.



H 5

With her friends she speaks a mixture of English and 
Spanish. She is a careful housekeeper and devoted to Two.

Recreation: Two has more toys than were found for
any other child visited. He plays with them at intervals 
hut is still not really busy. He is faced with too much 
unsupervised play time.

Additional: The father is kept busy by his work and
apparently during the hours he is at home does little to 
develop companionship between himself and Two.

One is not consciously unkind to Two; rather, she 
is gentle with him, soft spoken, and probably affectionate. 
Yet she is absorbed in her own needs for gaiety and 
fun. Clothes, good times, and material possessions are 
very important to her. She has no training with chil
dren and no insight whatever into Two’s special needs or 
problems. Her father probably also has very little. It 
is important to them that the house and yard look nice and 
that Two is kept clean. They buy him toys, but insist 
he keep them in order in the house. When he does scatter 
them. One often finds it easier to pick up than to have him do it.

At the same time it must be remembered that both One 
and Mr. N were not satisfied with care of people they 
could hire, and judged it necessary to have One leave 
school to look after him. He is kept off the streets, 
fed regularly, and housed adequately. It is not lack of 
feeling, but lack of insight that leaves him unsatisfied.

The loss of his mother probably was a very unsettling 
influence for Two.

Family 0 - Rosales Street
The 0 family occupies their own home, located on 

Rosales Street in a district south of the Southern Pacific 
Sanatorium. It is west of the railroad tracks where 
streets are unpaved, often irregular, and generally not 
well known. The whole district here was once the scene
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of most extreme poverty, but in the years since the de
pression the houses have frequently been repaired and 
there is a marked improvement in cleanliness and order. 
This is reflected in the general condition of homes, 
orderly arrangement of back yards, in fences surrounding 
yards, and occasionally in added trees or flowers.

The 0 home is located on a good-sized lot with a 
fence around it. It was reasonably clean, but evidently 
had been used for play. There were one or two trees and 
a few potted plants set on a bench outside the living 
room window. Inside it was neat, furnished with an over
stuffed living room suite and other pieces sufficient to 
make it comfortable. The bedroom also appeared neat.
There are four rooms in all for a family of five. Each 
of the boys has his own bed.

Mrs. 0 ’s face has the high cheek bones and heavy lips 
which characterize a mixed Indian-Mexican ancestry. Both 
she and her husband were born in Tubac and went to school 
there. She is 38 years old, he 41. They moved to Tucson 
only five years ago. In Tubac Mr. 0 worked in the mines 
or fields as he could. At present he Is a truck driver 
for a local contractor, earning about §50.00 a week. This 
means not only an adequate income for such a family, but 
one sufficient to provide for considerably more than 
minimum standards.

Children in the family include:
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One, boy, 16, Carrillo, 6A 
Two, boy, 15, Carrillo, 6B 
Three, boy, 14, Carrillo, 5A

Visitor saw Two and Three. They appear younger than the 
ages given above but are alert, intelligent youngsters. 
They were slightly suspicious and inclined to antagonism 
when they first discovered visitor but soon relaxed, giv
ing their own ages, grades, and school activities. Their 
mother was friendly from the first. The boys like school 
very much. Two has belonged to the Boy Scouts for the 
past two years and is also a member of the Carrillo School 
Patrol. Three does not belong to the Boy Scouts. Both 
go swimming every day in the pool at Carrillo and take 
great pleasure in it. Their clothes were of good quality 
and very clean. None of the boys have jobs. They do not 
own bicycles. Once or twice a week they go to the movies, 
preferring war and adventure pictures to others. Three, 
surprisingly, takes books regularly from the Public Li
brary; his mother says that he usually is late taking them 
back and therefore has to miss a show or something else 
to pay the fine.

There was a friendly spirit in this home, with very 
evident ease in the relationship between Mrs. 0 and the 
boys. She is an easy-going person, not too particular of 
her home to cause difficulty, though keeping it up is a 
regularly performed task. Her personal appearance would
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indicate this also; her hair had been combed but was com
ing loose from its knot. Her teeth were uneven and in 
evident need of repair. But her dress was of silk, ready 
made, and of bright blue color. She smiled serenely and 
answered questions readily. She did not know the boys’ 
grades in school; they gave this information. She spoke 
Spanish and English almost equally well, sometimes half 
and half. She never has done any work outside her home.

Visitor’s Estimate
Economic Status: Income at present is adequate to

supply more than minimum standards for the family. The 
father is a laborer.

Environment: The home is self-owned and has a good
yard which gave evidence of oare. The neighborhood has 
been troublesome at times, but now seems to offer possi
bilities for more stable families. It is some distance 
from any business center. Sleeping arrangements are 
adequate.

Mother: Mrs. 0 is calm, easy-going, and friendly.
She seems to have well-established control of the boys 
without obvious effort, so that discipline seems not to 
be a problem; undoubtedly there are moments of stress, 
but they are settled satisfactorily without resentment.

Recreation: There were no books or magazines in
evidence, nor did the living room contain a radio, but 
Three does show an interest in reading library books.

The boys are permitted to take part in any activity 
they wish, but evidently can make their own decisions on 
this. Since they swim and have bicycles, they seem to 
be less idle than are many such children.
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Family P - Rosales Street
The P family has lived for nineteen years in their 

present home and has owned it for thirteen years. It is 
a neat stucco dwelling, containing six rooms, all orderly 
and in good repair. It sits close to the front gate and 
is hidden behind trees and vines. There is no grass. The 
space behind the house is good sized and well cared for.
The living room is comfortably furnished with an over
staffed set and extra chairs. It was light and airy.

Children in the family are:
One, boy, 26, married 
Two, girl, 22 
Three, boy, 19 (dead)
Four, girl, 16, sophomore in high school 
Five, girl, 13, ?th grade at Safford 
Six, boy, 10, 5B Carrillo 
Seven, boy, 8, 2B, Carrillo

Mrs. P is an attractive person, extremely neat in 
appearance with soft brown hair, good teeth, and a pleasant 
expression. She wore a simple, homemade dress and her 
hair was uncurled, but she had gold earrings in pierced 
ears. Earrings such as these used to be almost universal 
among women of her type. She understands a little English 
but not enough to carry on a conversation. Spanish is the 
language of the home, though the children speak good Eng
lish. Mrs. P was very friendly and extremely courteous. 
Six and Seven came in to watch visitor and there seemed to 
be a very good spirit between them and their mother. They
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were Interested, gave some Information themselves, but 
did not Interrupt or make trouble. When they lost Inter
est in the conversation, they told their mother where they 
were going before leaving the house.

Mrs. P says that she was b o m  in Sonora and went 
four years to Mexican schools. Her husband was born in 
Safford, Arizona, so that she has citizenship through him. 
She is 48 years old, he 49. He finished the eighth grade 
in American schools. He has worked for various contractors 
in Tucson, at present earning §1.00 an hour. He is thus 
able to provide well for the family's needs. Mrs. P never 
has worked outside her home. Family affairs absorb all 
her interest. She feels very keenly the death of her one 
child, though she was controlled when speaking of it. She 
is also most grateful for the safe return of One who 
served in the infantry three years, went through the en
tire Italian campaign, and emerged unscathed. She feels 
this is a real miracle. The family lost a nephew in the 
fighting in the South Pacific.

The children like school and seem intelligent. Five 
is on the patrol at Safford. The boy who died belonged 
to the Boy Scouts, but so far neither Six nor Seven has 
joined. The children go once or twice a week to various 
movies, but neither Mrs. P nor her husband cares to attend. 
No books or papers were in evidence, but Mrs. P says the
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children do have books to read. They like comics. The 
family has a radio.

The P 1s were given assistance to some extent during 
the period of the depression. Mr. P is a crippled man 
who once worked as flag man for the Southern Pacific for 
about $52.00 a month. After the accident which partially 
disabled him, he sued the company for damages due to 
injuries on the job and a settlement of $800.00 was made. 
This money was used to purchase outright the property on 
which their house stands, and to enlarge the house which 
previously had consisted of only three rooms. Later Mr. P 
worked on W.P.A. The older children have contributed some
thing at various times.

Visitor’s Estimate
Economic Status: Income is sufficient at present to

provide necessary food and clothing, also such entertain
ment as the parents deem advisable. Mr. P works as a 
laborer.

Environment: This neighborhood has been troublesomeat times but cannot be classified as a slum type district 
just at present. The home has a good yard in which to 
play, and there is evidence of care for the home Inside 
and out. The atmosphere of the home is friendly.

Mother: Mrs. P has the dependent, protected atti
tude of a woman who always has been able to remain in her 
home. From her manner of speaking, visitor believes she 
thinks of herself as old though she does not look so. Her 
serenity and lack of hurry are strengthening factors. She 
is of a sentimental and emotional temperament, and might 
easily become excited. She speaks almost no English and 
is therefore somewhat dependent on her children.
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There is real affection between members of the 
family, also a strong religious flavor to the speech used 
by Mrs. P, especially when speaking of her older son’s 
war service. She is devout in her attitude toward his 
safe return.

Recreation: These boys have enough space for games
and are in a district where they likely can find com
panions of their own type. They read little except 
comics and have few toys, but looked healthy and are en
couraged by their parents in any activity which interests 
them.

Family Q, - West Seventeenth Street
The Q, home is built in an unusual way at the side of 

west Seventeenth Street. It is perhaps fifteen to twenty 
years old and is so located that the road passes almost 
on a level with the roof. An almost vertical incline 
leads down from the street to the front door, so that 
there can be no front yard. The house consists of three 
small rooms, dark, unfinished, and unattractive. Mrs. Q, 
occupied the only chair, an old dusty rocker which she 
gave to visitor, bringing a straight chair for herself. 
Her husband lay on a double bed in the next room. There 
was apparently little other furniture in the house. The 
center room opened through an unscreened doorway into a 
large back yard. Under a tin roof were several double 
beds, on one of which lay the youngest baby, a girl of 
four months, asleep. Still farther to the rear are one 
or two shed-like buildings in which other families have
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lived at various times. Visitor believes that now they 
are occupied by part of this family. The yard has no 
grass but was cleanly swept and there were a few trees,

Mrs. Q, says that this house used to belong to her 
father and that seven years ago when he was about to lose 
it, she and her husband took it over. It is an unhealthy 
location because it is situated so low. Flies move in 
and out of the open doorways and over the beds outdoors. 
There are no sewers, though they do have city water.
Mrs. Q, said that the baby had been taken back to the 
hospital when she was about two months old and kept there 
for a month because she was very ill. She appeared to be 
plump at present, but was quite pale. It seems there was 
another baby, a grandchild, who at seven months of age 
was taken to the hospital also. This child died, and 
Mrs. Q, believes it was typhoid fever caused probably from 
drainage above them into the water. There could, however, 
be other possible sources of infection in this home.

Surprisingly, Mrs. Q, looked neat and clean. Her 
dress was fresh, her hair combed smoothly back, bedding 
on all the beds was fresh looking. There were no food 
scraps in evidence. One daughter came out of the rear 
shed while visitor was present; she, too, was extremely 
neat in appearance. She picked up the baby and held her 
awhile as she sat in the open doorway. Though the child
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is only four months old, she was held sitting upright with 
no support for her hack.

There are nine children:
One, girl, 20, married 
Two, girl, 19, married 
Three, boy, 16, working 
Four, boy, 15 )
Five, boy, 13 ) could not give school
Six, girl, 10 ) grade levels
Seven, girl, 8 )
Eight, boy, 6 )
Nine, girl, 4 months

Mr. Q, has been ill with asthma for twenty years and 
is not able to work steadily. She says that he suffers 
greatly at times. Three, 16, has left school to work so 
he can help the family. Mr. Q, is 47 years old, his wife 
40. Both have lived in Tucson all their lives, and she 
states that parents on both sides were American citizens. 
She went as far as the seventh grade in school; her hus
band finished only the fourth grade.

The home was entirely quiet both before visitor 
entered and during the interview. The children were . 
either away or resting. There was no radio, no sign of 
books, magazines or toys. There was plenty of space for 
play in the rear. The children do not have bicycles.
They attend Sunday movies quite regularly, though Mrs. Q, 
and her husband do not.

What arrangements for eating are made could not be 
judged by visitor. It is believed the stove is in the 
main house.
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Mrs. Q had a patient, kindly face which seemed free 
of any particular emotion. She evidently accepts philo
sophically the various unfortunate circumstances of her 
life. Her complexion is fresh and she does look as 
though she worried a great deal. She could hot remember 
how many there were in the family and had to call her 
daughter to help on this. Mr. Q, was not sure he wanted 
Mrs. Q, to talk to visitor and asked several times in a 
surly tone what all this was for. Visitor would have 
liked to supplement the above information somewhat, but 
believed it best to leave as soon as possible.

Later visitor found that the family was hard pressed, 
if not actually starving, during the later years of the 
depression. One was on N.Y.A. at §19.00 a month and gave 
her mother §10.00 of this each month. Mr. Q, worked some 
time for W.P.A. at an average wage of §52.00 to §60.00 a 
month. This was insufficient in times of illness, and 
once the county nurse recommended an additional allotment 
of fresh vegetables and milk while the younger children 
had whooping cough. Another time Mrs. Q, was ill. Once 
or twice the school had reported that the children were 
seriously underfed. Once, also, there was an emergency 
call for food for them, but it turned out that Mrs. Q, 
discovered that her various neighbors had received their 
extra monthly allotment of vegetables while she had not.
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ao she was responsible for turning in the call. When 
Mr. Q found this out, he was extremely angry with her.

The house was described frequently as ill kept and 
dirty, with the children also dirty, but at present the 
housekeeping seems to have improved. The family has been 
independent for several years.

Visitor's Estimate
Economic Status: Unsteady and doubtful income make

for insecurity and also force the children out of school 
into jobs as they become old enough. This is due to the 
father's asthma which cuts down his earning power al
though he is only V7 years old. Jobs held by family mem
bers are of the laboring type.

Environment: This house is a poor risk for families
with young children. Yet it has been occupied for years 
by large families. It is open to flies in summer, very 
cold and almost impossible to heat in winter. The drain
age problem is serious. There is no possibility of 
personal privacy for anyone in the family. To keep the 
house as neat as it was in view of its being so open is a real achievement.

The neighborhood has always been considered poor.
Mother: Mrs. Q, does not appear to be particularly

intelligent, and the educational background of both par
ents is poor enough to handicap the children in school. 
The cultural environment here in language, acceptance of 
poor physical equipment, working standards and various 
family habits is little above that of Mexican peon families.

Recreation: In this home leisure-time outlets are
as nearly completely lacking as may be imagined. There 
were no books or magazines, toys of any kind nor any 
apparent interest in keeping the children occupied except 
at odd jobs when they become old enough or by attending weekly movies.
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Additional: The older girls have not worked much
outsidV their Home in spite of pinched circumstances. 
They have married instead. One’s N.Y.A. training was 
for work as a housemaid,, but some time later when she 
was offered private employment as a maid, she refused it 
because it required her to be away from home at night. 
This is characteristic of Mexican families who seem to 
feel that daughters should sleep at home no matter where 
they work during the day. It is one clue to family 
standards. -

This is one of the poorest, most hazardous homes 
visited.

Family R - West Simpson Street
This family was approached while visitor was search

ing for another house number, and in explaining the reason 
for the call persuaded Mrs. R to give necessary informa
tion. It seems that Mrs. R was visiting a relative for 
the afternoon, bringing her own two children to play with 
others. There were numerous children in the yard and 
walking in the unpaved street just outside. All were clean 
and well cared for in appearance. The relative’s house 
was small, set far back on a large lot which was fenced 
and had a number of trees but no grass. There was an out
side toilet protected by a canvas curtain. Laundry tubs 
hung on nails outside the house and cordwood was neatly 
piled in the rear. The children were playing rather 
noisily but apparently enjoying each other’s company.
There seemed to be no quarreling. The only dissension
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occurred when all the smaller children tried to crowd 
into the tiny bedroom to watch visitor take notes. Mrs. 
R ’s ordinarily soft voice then rose to a shrill command 
as she ordered them out. The sister-in-law finally took 
charge of clearing the room. Her voice, too, was very 
loud and strident to the children.

This bedroom was extremely small, having room only 
for a single bed, a chair and a small wardrobe. The 
floor was covered with a bright red linoleum rug. The 
"common room,M reached through a curtained doorway, was 
much larger and led in turn to a swept back yard. It ap
peared to be open so that there were numerous flies, yet 
both rooms were neatly kept.

The R ’s children are:
One, girl, 7, 1st grade, Carrillo 
Two, boy, 4

Mrs. R ’s husband is in the army at present. Before 
his service days he worked for a florist and for the 
Southern Pacific Company. He is 31 years old and she 27. 
Both are citizens. She was born and raised in Tucson, 
and her father has also spent all his life here. She 
went as far as the seventh grade in school, but could not 
say what her husband’s schooling had been. She inquired 
of his mother who stated he had finished the 4A.

The R home is only a few blocks from the one where 
they were visiting and is in the same general type of



159

neighborhood. It is all residential, having•no stores 
for several blocks and no other business buildings nearer 
than Meyer or Congress Street. All the yards are 
separate and of good size. Many are fenced. Some have 
trees and shrubs. There is usually no grass but the 
yards are neatly swept and hard packed so they make good 
places to play. Mrs. R says that One has her own bed, but 
Two sleeps with her.

Mrs. R was wearing a readymade navy sheer dress, her 
hair was curled, but she wore no shoes. She had the 
grey-brown hair and pale blue eyes occasionally seen 
among Mexicans, but both her children were quite dark. She 
speaks both English and Spanish but prefers Spanish. One 
and Two both appeared very lively and somewhat forward. 
Evidently their mother indulges them considerably in spite 
of her strident way of commanding. They seem used to this 
and were well aware they would receive no punishment if 
they did not obey, at least not immediately. One cor
rected her mother on one or two statements and interrupted 
frequently until sent away.

Visitor’s Estimate
Economic Status: In periods when work is generally

available the income here is fairly stable; otherwise 
there is apt to be financial insecurity. The husband is a laborer.
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Environment; The neighborhood is of average middle- 
class standards. It has no constructive outlets for 
play, but no notably bad influences are nearby, and there 
is sufficient space for the children to be out of doors 
much of the time.

Mother: Mrs. R does not seem to have more than
average intelligence nor is she especially aggressive.
Like so many Mexican mothers, she does not know the exact 
grade for One; she could not say whether it was IB or 1A. 
This is seemingly unimportant.

Visitor was interested in asking about the birth
place of parents to note that Mrs. R gave information 
about her father but when asked about her mother stated 
simply that she did not have a mother. By this she meant 
that her mother was dead and therefore that her background 
did not count.

Discipline here is not effective but is not unusual. 
Especially since the father is away, Mrs. R doubtless 
makes more of a companion of One than she might otherwise. 
She gives in to both children until they aggravate her too much.

Both children were plump, lively and full of energy. 
Their teeth seemed to be good, and their eyes were very bright.

Recreation: The age of these children prevents their
needing organized or group outlets as yet. There are none 
in the district, however. The children ran and jumped 
continuously, talked too loudly and interrupted but played 
no real games and seemed uninterested in coloring, cutting 
or other more quiet amusements.

Family 5 - South Seventh Avenue
The S family is a most interesting one from several 

standpoints. Their home is in a duplex built perhaps 
twenty years ago and consisting of three rooms to a side, 
but well stuccoed, in good repair and recently painted.
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Furniture is modern and up to date. Everything was in 
excellent order. Yet the neighborhood is as bare as any 
in Tucson. Vacant lots surround the house, the soil is 
hard packed and there is no planting of any kind.

The family itself is one of the most intelligent and 
attractive encountered by visitor, far above average.
Mr. S is a carpenter for the Southern Pacific Railroad 
and has been with the company for a number of years. He 
came here from Mexico in 1912. His wife is a plump, 
pretty woman, dressed simply but becomingly, with a sweet 
face and a poised, courteous manner. She came to Tucson 
in 1910. Both speak English to some extent but much pre
fer Spanish. During the interview visitor was impressed 
by the cheerful, friendly spirit of both these people.
They appear thoroughly capable of assuming their duties 
and responsibilities, but life to them is a satisfying and 
pleasant experience, full of fun and humor as well as work.

They have five children:
One, boy, 24, married 
Two, boy, 22, married
Three, boy, 21, employed and about to be married 
Four, girl, 15, sophomore in high school 
Five, girl, 12, Drachman

Three*s fiancee's picture was on a small table, and 
the family seemed very proud of it. The pictured face 
was pretty and intelligent. The girl's family live in 
Tia Juana. Both parents approve of her.
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Visitor did not see the two younger girls hut heard 
much of them from their parents. It seems that Mrs. S 
has done sewing "both for her family and others for a long 
time and has taught Four especially to help her. Four is 
now so proficient that she makes all her own things as 
well as some for Five. The dresses which her mother 
brought out were beautifully finished. She says that if 
Four does not do a bit carefully enough she has to take 
it out. Four's graduation dress which she made for cere
monies at Safford Junior High School last May was a real 
achievement. Of beautiful material and simple style, it 
showed much painstaking work. The family had several pic 
tures of Four in the dress.

Five and Four are very different in temperament, the 
former full of life and activity, quickly finished with 
any task; the latter serious, careful and thorough.

No books or magazines were in evidence. Probably 
the family are not great readers but it is likely they 
enjoy such women's publications as McCall's and Ladies' 
Home Journal because of their home-making and fashion 
ideas. They go to the movies once or twice a week, it 
being the only diversion available where all can go to
gether, except for visiting at other homes. The girls 
are not encouraged in spare time athletic activities. 
Five is being taught to cook. Their companions are
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carefully chosen. The family does not have a car, but 
can arrange for occasional trips, such as to Tia Juana, 
probably by bus.

Old courtesies and traditions are exceptionally 
strong here. The girls are carefully sheltered and 
chaperoned wherever they go. Their place is in their 
home, and their parents expect them to remain there.
Mrs. S is not sure she wants Four to go to Tucson Senior 
High School where she says studies do not take up enough 
of the day. She does not approve the freedom of the 
dances and extra-curricular activities. They have been 
thinking seriously of sending Four to an academy in Tia 
Juana where she would be carefully supervised and at the 
same time would finish with a certificate in the home arts, 
particularly sewing, embroidering and-other handwork.
This certificate is acceptable on the American side of the 
line. They hate to have Four away from home but feel she 
would learn more in Tia Juana. They want her to have some 
special training or trade, even though she may never work.

The S ’s have a tremendous pride in their children. 
Their whole lives are wrapped up in family affairs, and 
while their ideas are strict, they are usually sympathetic 
and full of humor. They were much interested in the cause 
of visitor's call, also in details of further areas to be 
visited and use of information. When visitor rose to
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the most polite Spanish phrases of farewell.

Visitor's Estimate
Eoonomic Status: Income is adequate to supply

necessities and numerous luxuries as well.
Environment: The home is located in a district

where*~5any farnlTies of lower personal standards live, but 
within the home one would seem to be in an entirely dif
ferent atmosphere. There is space for play here, but 
the mother keeps the girls occupied in home type pursuits.

Mother: Mrs. S offers real leadership in her family,
particularly in development of personal standards of con
duct and work. Though she speaks little English, she 
appears far from uneducated. She is particularly inter
ested in the quality of work her children do and in their 
habits of work. Undoubtedly she can help them to develop 
any talent they may have. Both parents take a very active 
interest in the children's progress in school.

Cultural environment here is close to Mexican 
standards, but of upper-class rather than peon families.

This is a home where the most desirable kind of family 
spirit has developed. It would be hard to be unhappy in 
such an atmosphere. The parents appear to be close to 
their church, their children and to each other.

Recreation: The S girls are not allowed to go far
from home unchaperoned. Their mother is responsible for 
their being kept busy at home, and while their interests 
may be somewhat limited, they have less leisure time left 
idle than many girls. They do little reading, but can do more if they wish. . .

Close home supervision may make it hard for a serious- 
minded child like Four to enjoy some of the extra
curricular activities of school. Mrs. S says the girls do 
not like to linger on the playground as do some of the children.
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Family T - North. Thirteenth Avenue
Mrs. T was preparing to do the family washing when

visitor called. She had built a fire in the back yard
to heat water in a large tub; the washboard was at hand,
and the clothes lay in a heap on the ground. Mrs. T*s
dress was old and faded, clean, but much longer than is
stylish. Her head was bound up in a cloth such as is
often worn by peasant women in Mexico. Her hands showed
evidence of much hard work. Her teeth were uneven and
broken. But her face was kind, and she welcomed visitor
most cordially. -

The house is owned by the T*s and is paid for. It
consists of three small rooms, very plainly furnished,
except for several large tinted framed family portraits on
the walls. There was a linoleum rug on the floor, a couch
and a double bed, besides various cupboards, a large chair
and a table in the main room. Prominently displayed on
the table was a large set of phonograph records. There
is a good radio. None of the equipment in the home is
modern except the radio. The bed and couch are used in
place of extra chairs when needed.

There are five T children:
One, girl, 18, 11th grade 
Two, boy, 16, 10th grade 
Three, girl, 12, Davis Elementary 
Four, boy, 10, Davis Elementary 
Five, girl, 7, Davis Elementary
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Besides these children Mrs. T has three others of 
her first marriage. One of them is a son in service, the 
second is a daughter who is married and has two small 
children of her own, and the third is a daughter, 21, who 
works at Consolidated Vultee Plant.

Mrs. T was born in Quaymas, Sonora, Mexico, coming 
to Tucson as a young woman of twenty-two with her three 
oldest children, all of them at that time very small.
She did not say what happened to her first husband, but 
within the next two years she married Mr. T. He was born 
here on a ranch near Tubac and has lived in this area all 
his life. Mrs. T says that he never had any education 
and that while he speaks both English and Spanish, he can
not write either one, except that he can sign his name.
He has always worked at common labor, at present being em
ployed by a local contractor. She is proud of the fact 
that she had two years in Mexican schools so that she can 
read and write Spanish. She can speak no English, however.

All the children speak both English and Spanish and 
say they use more English at home than Spanish. The oldest 
daughter who was there with her children seemed to resent 
the fact that visitor spoke Spanish to Mrs. T. One is 
attending summer school now and her mother plans for her 
to attend second term as well. Mrs. T says that she is 
more than willing for One to have the necessary §12.$0
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fee for school. She has a passionate desire for all 
her children to finish high school so that they can 
choose what they want to do and not spend their lives at 
such hard work as their father has done. In spite of 
present high wages the T*s have a hard time to feed and 
clothe their family, so Mrs. T works at housework four 
days a week in order to supply extra money. Her ambition 
to see the children well cared for and in school is the 
ruling desire of her life. She says that she often tells 
her husband it does not matter what she and he look like 
or what they give up so long as the children get school
ing.

One came in during visitor's call. She was dressed 
in bright pink, decidedly Mexican in appearance with heavy 
brows and thick black pigtails, but she was neat and very 
clean. She has little of her mother's old-time courtesy, 
but seems lively and full of fun. She wants to work in a 
store.

Three, who is in Davis School, is considerably over
weight and not especially attractive but was very friendly. 
Her mother says she loves paper dolls and will play for 
hours on the floor with them when she has a chance. This 
seems a childish occupation for a girl of Three's age and 
size. Four, also in Davis, does not care especially for 
school. He has the touseled, somewhat unkempt appearance
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of many children of such families. He likes to play ball 
and running games with other boys, but his mother tries 
to keep him as close to home as possible because she 
fears bad influences from children on Anita Street.
(Anita Street is located only a block or two from this 
home and has for years been a trouble spot.) Mrs. T feels 
too many of these children are left on their own while 
their mothers work. She says that she often shouts until 
she is hoarse to get her children all at home in the even
ing.

All the children are in good health except that Three, 
Four and Five all wear glasses.

None of this family has traveled much nor expects to. 
The older daughter decided to try to work in Los Angeles 
last year and went there for two weeks to look around, 
taking her mother with her. She says she is going again 
this year, but none of the family believe she will stay, 
as she does not like to live away from home.

No books were visible in this home, and Mrs. T says 
the children do not buy comics, funny books, nor other 
literature. They do not go to the public library and do 
not belong to any clubs or groups.

Visitor was interested to see how Mrs. T handled 
the children while coping with visitor's unexpected call.
She twice sent Four and the smaller ones out of the room, 
speaking to them in the loud, commanding tone characteristic
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In homes of this type. All the children kept quiet, and 
none interrupted or cried, but Four kept peering from 
behind the curtain to the next room as did also two 
smaller ones. Soon they were back in the living room, 
hoping to go unnoticed. Mrs. T sent them away sharply, 
remarking, "Oh! What children! What children!", appar
ently , however, not expecting them to do differently.

Visitor’s Estimate
Economic Status: Earnings from Mr. T ’s laboring

jobs are not sufficient to pay all necessary school bills. 
Mrs. T works to supplement what is needed. The older 
daughter probably contributes also.

Environment: The home has a large yard, but is
crowded indoors and in a neighborhood which does not af
ford desirable companions. The family is very thankful 
to have their own home, however. Mrs. T does not like 
the association her children can pick up with children on 
Anita Street.

Mother: Mrs. T is willing to sacrifice anything to
have her children get ahead. She is completely wrapped 
up in their welfare. She realizes her own educational 
deficiencies and those of her husband. Both are dependent 
on the children when they must speak in English.

Mrs. T ’s sharp voice means little— she is really af
fectionate toward the children and they know it. All 
accept what may seem overcrowding of the home as a natural 
and inevitable condition.

Recreation: In this family as in many others the
children have too little to play with and too much time 
to play. Supervised or constructive activity is completely 
lacking. The children apparently have considerable free
dom of choice in making their own decisions.

Additional: This home is definitely of peon origin,
its courtesy and friendly spirit stemming from age-old 
Mexican and Indian custom. This quality is definitely less 
evident in the children. Ignorance and superstition are
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part of their heritage. They are close in feeling to 
the undeveloped and somewhat childish "masses” of Mexico. 
The younger members of the family are losing touch with 
the former background, but have not as yet established 
any but a superficial transition to American ways and 
thought. They are thoroughly at home and able to assert 
themselves within their limited world; they are thorough
ly uncomfortable out of it.

The parents* eager desire for education is a motivat
ing factor in keeping the children off the streets and 
partially occupied. If most of them finish the required 
amount of schooling, it will be a definite step forward.

Family U - Grand Avenue
The U home is located in the El Rio district west of 

the city. This is an almost strictly residential section 
where most people own their own homes. There are a few 
small grocery stores and one or two cafes, but there are 
no business houses of other kinds nor are there any pool 
halls or liquor stores. Most houses are located on good- 
sized lots, and there are a number of vacant lots. The 
school principal reports, however, that a rather extensive 
campaign of education was at one time waged through the 
schools to teach the necessity of greater cleanliness in 
housekeeping and handling of food, of the danger of flies 
and roaches as disease carriers, and of the special ef
fects of such matters for small children. Just at present 
a good brick recreational center is being constructed 
which will offer games, space for dances and a place for
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outdoor sports. It is largely sponsored by the priest 
and members of St. Margaret1s Catholic Church.

The U home is a substantial looking dwelling, but 
was not very neatly kept. A row of watermelons was 
placed all around the edge of the concrete porch railing. 
The yard was bare, walk and porch very dusty. The melons 
were for the small restaurant next door, also owned by 
the IPs.

The six children in this family are:
One, girl, 18, graduated from high school in 

May, 1946
Two, girl, 16, junior in high school 
Three, boy, 14, 9B, Roskruge 
Four, girl, 13, 8B, Roskruge 
Five, girl, 10, 5B, El Rio 
Six, boy, 8, 2B, El Rio

Mrs. U was gone to Benson when visitor called and 
Mr. U was occupied in the restaurant. Two gave visitor 
the information, running out to ask her father when she 
did not know something. Mr. U came to Tucson from Mexico 
in 1918. Mrs. U was born in Mexico and has lived here a 
long time, just how long Two could not say. Neither is a 
citizen. Mrs. U speaks English easily but Mr. U, while 
he understands it, does not speak English very well. Both 
went to school in Mexico. Among themselves all the family 
use Spanish, but all the children speak English well.
Two’s speech was practically without accent.

Mr. U has worked for the Southern Pacific Company for



172

twenty-three years as a carpenter. This means that he 
would always have had a steady and fairly adequate Income. 
The mother, however, runs the small restaurant next door 
to their house, and the children are called upon to help 
there. Two says they have to be there after school and 
quite often in the evenings.

Family ties and family spirit are very strong here.
The mother is young and quite pretty so that the older 
girls like to help her fix her hair and dress in the latest 
styles. Two says that her father taught all of them to 
dance. He used to be quite severe with her if she was 
slow getting the steps. He was away a great deal when 
they were all smaller, but when he came home on Saturdays 
and Sundays they had many family parties like this. Now 
that they are almost grown, the parents still keep a 
strict hand on their social lives. Mrs. U does not let 
Two go to the high-school dances because she herself is 
not permitted to go as a chaperone. The presence of the 
mother or other chaperone is an absolute necessity at any 
well managed entertainment among better Spanish people.
Two would like to go to the school parties, but her mother 
feels that at 16 she is too young to be out alone. Re
cently a boy asked Two to go somewhere but did not show up 
at her home when he was expected, and since then her 
mother has not allowed her to speak to him. She did as
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she was told, avoiding him at school, hut recently when 
they all attended his sister's wedding she was more 
friendly. Both her father and mother objected violently, 
insisting that her pride and upbringing should certainly 
make her behave more coolly.

The children in this family all seem alert and in
telligent. All are very good looking and appear healthy. 
One graduated from high school in May and the family would 
like her to consider the University. She, however, would 
rather take a business course and do office work. She 
had very good grades in high school. Two says that she 
is the black sheep of the family with 2's and 3's. Three 
in the 9B does not always have such good grades, but his 
teachers have told the family he could get much better 
ones if he would apply himself harder.

None of the children belong at present to any clubs, 
though Three has been a member of both Y.M.C.A. and Boy 
Scout groups. Two belongs to the G-.A.A. in high school and 
to the Cervantes Club. She also wants to join the Pan- 
American Club. Athletics have apparently been a source of 
real enjoyment in school to all the children. Two likes 
swimming especially, but is enthusiastic about the whole 
sports program for girls in the high school. Three is un
usually fond of boxing and football, while Five likes 
dodge ball.
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This home was very untidy, though the children them
selves were all clean looking. The floor was dusty, 
curtains were not straight, and other details showed 
either carelessness or indifference. The rooms were all 
small in size, but neither of these facts apparently 
matters at all to members of the family. No one sleeps 
alone except Three. Two says their mother is very care
ful of their diet and wants them to eat as they should.

Two says that they all try to get their home work 
done in school since they usually have to work when they 
get home. Sometimes she says they work on the dining room 
table or even take extra work to the restaurant to do if 
they cannot finish otherwise.

Visitor’s Estimate
Economic Status; The father here has always earned 

a steady income, but because the mother and girls want 
pretty clothes and a chance for amusement, the mother has 
supplemented his earnings with her restaurant business.

Environment: The house is untidy and rather crowded,
but is located in a neighborhood of decent families where 
desirable companions are likely to be found.

Mother: Mrs. U is evidently both a leader and com-
panion for her girls. She holds a place of real authority 
but shares this with the father. Mexican influences are 
still very strong in this family where Spanish is the 
accepted language of the home and where the mother en
deavors to set standards of respectability by observing 
the strict social code found among better Mexican families.

The father and mother make a business of rearing the 
family and are keeping family interests of prime impor
tance. They depend on each other for social life, and all 
find their pleasures together.
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Recreation: No books or magazines were to be seen
and Two says they do not take books from the library. No 
toys or games were in evidence in the home, but the 
parents have apparently kept the children from idleness 
and undesirable companions by requiring them to work in 
free time. Of the children seen by visitor, Five, 10, 
seemed to be the least occupied. Fun is provided to off
set hours spent working.

Additional: The children were very friendly to
visitor, but had not absorbed American manners nor re
tained all the old formalities.

Family history seems of no consequence to anyone.The present is all-important.
The family shows aggressiveness and each member seems 

both willing and able to shoulder certain responsibilities. 
The children appear to have intelligence and initiative 
in approaching their school work. If Three seems lazy, 
it is not an indication of real fault but may be lack of 
interest or the slump experienced by many boys his age.
He may have also been favored somewhat as the only boy 
among five sisters.

Family V - Niagara Street
The V home is located in the El Rio subdivision near 

St. Mary's Hospital. Except for a few small grocery stores 
this is a strictly residential section. The house is 
small but quite neatly kept, the yard large in size but 
not developed. There was no grass and only a row of 
straggly tamarisk trees to mark driveway from front yard. 
Still, it does offer a certain privacy and has a space 
found only in better-type Mexican dwellings.

This is a broken home in which the father and mother 
have been separated for ten years and divorced for five.
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Mrs. V says that the separation came about because her 
husband was drinking and going around with other women. 
This must have taken place near the time when the youngest 
child was bom. She says that her husband is now working 
in Seattle, Washington. He has not married again but 
helps them only irregularly, only every two to three 
months. The school principal says that Mr. V was in ser
vice in the navy during the war. It is probable that 
during this time the family had a government allotment.

The four children are:
One, girl, 14, SB, Roskruge 
Two, girl, 13, 8B, Roskruge .
Three, boy, 12, 6A, El Rio 
Four, girl, 10, 4B, El Rio

Mrs. V is 34 years old. Both she and her husband 
were born in Tucson. Her parents were also born in Ari
zona, but she does not know exactly where. She could not 
say about Mr. Y*s parents. Her father and others of her 
family live nearby in the El Rio section. English is the 
accepted language of the home and Mrs. 7 says that while 
she speaks, reads and writes both English and Spanish, 
only One of the children can do so. She hopes Two will 
learn to write Spanish and to speak it well.

Mrs. V likes to sew and has made this her way of 
earning a living or supplementing their' other income.
She says that she was never trained but picked up all she 
could as she went along. She worked for the Cele Peterson
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Shop for two years, but her pay there was poor so when 
she had the opportunity during the war, she went to work 
at the Consolidated Vultee plant. This lasted two years, 
and following that she began to work at the People's 
Store. She has learned fur work there in addition to 
sewing. She is not employed full time at present, but 
takes what she can get. She likes the work except that 
the furs often seem to give her hay fever. She would like 
to have steady full-time employment.

Mrs. V bought their present home and paid for most 
of it while working for Consolidated. Before that she 
had a smaller place on Sonora Street in the same section 
of town.

All four children are clean, friendly, intelligent 
and alert in appearance. The older girls do much of the 
housework. Everything seemed to be in good order when 
visitor called except in the kitchen where a meal had been 
set out. Mrs. V considers the children obedient and help
ful. She says that they always ask her permission before 
they go anywhere to play so that she can know where they 
are. She has a telephone so they can always call her if 
an emergency should arise.

Once a few months ago they had gone to play ball on 
a vacant lot two blocks away beside St. Mary's Road. Two 
was struck by a car while running for a ball, but was
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fortunately not badly Injured. She was cut, and one knee 
was dislocated. As Mrs. 7 describes this event, it 
would appear that she became almost hysterical upon hear
ing the news. She screamed, half prayed, and ran out of 
the house toward the lot, arriving in such an agitated 
state of mind that she could hardly tell whether Two was 
badly hurt or not. She called several doctors but was 
unable to get anyone to come. Her father who has skill 
in such matters put Two’s leg back in place. No doctor 
has ever seen her. The knee is still weak but otherwise 
seems to have healed.

The school principal states that Three has occasion
ally been in trouble, once with the sheriff, but is 
usually well behaved. The mother, the priests and the 
school have all cooperated to help him. Mrs. 7 says that 
Three is very fond of golf. He frequently caddies at the 
El Rio Country Club and is developing some skill himself. 
He is begging her constantly to buy a croquet set.

Health is a problem in this family, at least to a 
degree. Mrs. 7 is not well at present; she feels weak, 
often tired and suffers from bronchial trouble like hay 
fever or asthma. Her worst attack with her chest oc
curred recently while she was telephoning. She says she 
could not speak and could hardly breathe. She was very 
much frightened. She believes that Five needs to have her



179

tonsils removed. She has seemed pale and listless and is 
losing weight.

There was one bookstand in this home with a few 
books and several games in it such as dominoes. Three has 
a bicycle. All the children enjoy vigorous outdoor games 
such as ball and running. The girls have certain things 
to do in the house so that they do not have as much idle 
time as Three. Two belongs to Y.W.C.A. Girl Reserves.
All of them are fond of outdoor sports at school. Mrs. V 
says that only One does not get good grades. The school 
principal lists Two as almost a straight one student,
Four above average and Three average. He considers them 
a very nice family.

Mrs. Y*a parents and sisters have helped her at 
times in caring for the children, but they are now old 
enough to look after themselves.

The family is now awaiting a call from a social ser
vice worker as Mrs. Y has made application for Aid to De
pendent Children. She will supplement this as she can.

Visitor's Estimate
Economic Status: Income is somewhat irregular here

due to the fact that the father does not contribute each 
month and also to the fact that Mrs. V's health is not good.

Environment: The house provides space for play, is
well ventilated, comfortably furnished and in a decent 
neighborhood. It has a living room, and sleeping space is not so limited as in many homes.
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Mother: Stability in this home depends on Mrs. V
and her ability to keep the family together. She is 
assisted by her relatives, among whom the sense of family 
is apparently strong.

Mrs. V has made every effort to provide for the chil
dren to the best of her knowledge. She supervises all she 
can and gives them everything she can afford. The girls 
especially are able to take certain responsibilities on 
their own shoulders. Three is not intentionally bad but 
only restless and active.

The fact that English is the language of this home 
may help to account for the fact that the children are 
good students in school. It is notable that Mrs. 7's 
ideas of supervision and discipline more nearly approach 
American standards than in many families visited.

Recreation: A real effort has been made to provide
play outlets for these children. Though they read little, 
they do have games such as dominoes, they play active 
games with friends, and they can belong to organized groups 
if they wish. Three has a bicycle and caddies at the 
golf club. His mother would buy the croquet set if she 
could afford it.

Additional: The health problem here should receive
some attention. The question arose in visitor’s mind as 
to whether tuberculosis might be present in both Mrs. V 
and Four. From the looks of the breakfast table the 
children had eaten watermelon; there might be a question of improper diet.

The older children may remember and be influenced by 
the separation of their parents. The two younger ones 
were too small to realize much of what took place then.

Mrs. V is somewhat nervous and becomes emotionally 
upset when any unusual situation arises.

Family W - Niagara Street
The W home is located on a large lot in the El Rio 

section. It was enclosed by a fence and shrubs, had grass
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in the front yard and offered ample space for children to 
play. Everything was very neat and well kept in appear
ance .

Mrs. W received visitor in a living room which was 
thoroughly dusted and in perfect order. Though very small 
in size and cheaply furnished, it looked comfortable. The 
other rooms were also airy and free from dust and disorder. 
This degree of neatness was unusual.

There are four children:
One, girl, 13, 6A, El Rio School 
Two, boy, 11, 4B, El Rio School 
Three, girl, 10, 4B, 11 Rio School 
Four, boy, 5, will begin in September

Mrs. W is a plump, fresh-appearing woman of 33. Her 
clothes and hair were as immaculate as the house. Her 
white uniform-type dress was freshly laundered. She and 
her husband were both born in the United States and have 
lived in or near Tucson all their lives. The four chil
dren were born here. She speaks excellent English, though 
with the rhythm of Spanish apparent. Her life with Mr. W 
has apparently not been easy, since he has never done much 
toward supporting his family. She has worked almost ever 
since they were first married. She was responsible for 
buying their house, and she has paid for it. After a few 
years Mr. W began to drink, stay out late and gamble away 
his money, but she took no definite steps to leave him at 
first. He was in service in the army for three years so
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she could count on a government allotment. Since his dis
charge, however, he has been little help. They were 
finally divorced in September, 1945. He remains in Tucson, 
but she says that she does not like to have him come to 
the house to see the children and has nothing more to do 
with him.

She has worked for a long time at the Santa Rita 
Laundry. Her husband has no special skill or trade and 
also does laundry work. For a while she worked from eight 
to four but at present is working only from eight to one. 
The children have taken care of themselves while she was 
away, doing their own cooking for lunch, and for supper if 
need be. When Four was very small she left him with a 
neighbor, but now he is big enough to be at home with 
others. He will start to school in the fall. When she is 
sick, the children have to do the best they can. During 
a recent attack of flu Mrs. W appealed to the Welfare 
Board for aid, but received little if anything from this 
source.

The children have bicycles for which Mrs. W paid.
She said she got a loan from the bank and is still paying 
it off a little at a time.

None of the children belong to clubs. They do not 
take books from the Public Library. Aside from their 
bicycles, they apparently have little in the way of toys
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to play with. Their yard is large, however, and there is 
plenty of space for them to play out of doors. They are 
seldom supervised or helped in their play time, devising 
whatever game occurs to them. They attend the movies 
occasionally.

The school principal says that One is a nice appear
ing girl, likes school and does good work. Two has 
epileptic seizures and is somewhat below average in his 
work. The teachers in El Rio try not to push him in order 
to keep him calm. This explains why he and his younger 
sister are in the same grade. Three does average work.
The principal also reports that the child welfare worker 
in the local agency has contacted this family and has tried 
to get Mrs. W to stay at home all the time. Probably, how
ever, Mrs. W feels that her allotment from government 
sources might not be sufficient to permit her to live 
without doing any extra work.

. Visitor's Estimate
Economic Status: Earnings depend for regularity on

Mrs. W's health, and since she has had no serious illness 
in the past several years, have provided adequately ac
cording to the family's standards. She could probably 
apply to the Welfare Board for Aid to Dependent Children 
in order to remain at home more, but it is likely that 
she feels her allowance from the government would not 

/ amount to as much as her independent earnings.
Environment: The home is extremely well kept, had

a good yard and is in a neighborhood of decent Mexican 
homes. The recreation center already begun should, when 
completed, be a great help to such a family as this one.
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There seemed to be adequate provision for sleeping here 
also.

Mother: Mrs. W is energetic and apparently very
efficient. She has the children’s interest very much 
in mind and in so far as she knows what to do or can 
afford to do, she has provided for them. She seems to 
have considerable ability to face difficult situations, 
make a reasonable decision and organize her work and home 
accordingly.

Both the mother and children in this family have an 
excellent command of English and have attended American 
schools. English is the language used in the home. 
Spanish is spoken with friends and older members of the 
family.

Ties with Mexican background and Mexican customs 
are not so apparent as in many homes. The fact that both 
parents have worked away from home and have also had 
American schooling may be partly responsible. .

Mrs. W apparently does not keep any particular track 
of the children’s school work. She had to ask One what 
grades they were in. She is, however, ambitious for the 
children to get ahead. It should also be noted that 
while Four was too small for school, Mrs. W arranged for 
full-time care with a neighbor and did not leave him to 
One or the others to look after. Neither has she kept 
the others out of school on his account.

Recreation: This depends somewhat on the children.
They do not have many small toys, but are able to enjoy 
their games out of doors and can use their bicycles. One 
is occupied much of the time with household duties. In 
the neighboring .homes the children should find companions 
of their own type. They seem to have less idle time than 
many children.

Family X - West Forty-first Street
The family occupies their own home in an area where 

the houses each have space for a yard and there are many 
vacant lots. An unpaved street passes the house so that
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there is considerable dust, but traffic is not heavy. The 
house is neatly stuccoed and trimmed with red brick around 
the top. Two trees have been planted but no grass. How
ever, the yard was swept clean and such items as laundry 
tubs and stove wood neatly stored. There is an outdoor 
toilet in the back yard.

Inside, the house encloses two rooms, neither large, 
and both somewhat crowded with furniture. Chairs are few 
in number and both children and adults use beds to sit 
on. The front room contained a double bed, studio couch, 
sewing machine, chest of drawers and one straight chair.
A niche had been built into the wall to contain several 
religious figures before which were a few flowers and two 
candles. Three small children lay side by side asleep on 
the big bed, each with a rubber pacifier in his mouth and 
covered by mosquito netting. An older girl, who looked 
pale and ill, lay fully dressed on the couch. The other 
room was a kitchen with dirt floor and an open door to the 
rear so that flies were numerous.

< < .

Children in this family are:
One, girl, 18, married
Two, boy, 17, working at Martin Drug Company
Three, boy, 16, odd jobs
Four, boy, 11
Five, girl, 10
Six, boy, 9
Seven, girl, 7
Eight, girl, 6
Nine, boy, 4
Ten, boy, 20 months
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Another child had died the week before visit was 
made of whooping cough and summer diarrhea. He was only 
seven months old, and unable to withstand the severe 
coughing. All the six youngest had whooping cough at 
about the same time. They appeared plump and reasonably 
healthy, but were pale and somewhat fretful. Five was 
also very pale and looked ill. The children were much 
interested in visitor’s call, standing near to hear every 
word, but they were very quiet and did not interrupt.

Both Mr. and Mrs. X were born in Yuma and have at
tended American schools, though they did not go beyond the 
sixth grade. Mrs. X ’s parents were from Mexico, but 
Mr. X ’s family was born in Yuma. Mrs. X is 38 years old, 
and her husband is 40. He has held various laboring jobs, 
but for the past four years has been a bus driver earning 
145.00 a week. For the past several weeks he has been 
unable to work because of a kidney infection. He had this 
same trouble once before and received help from the county 
clinic. At present he is taking medicine prescribed by a 
Nogales, Sonora, physician. The two older boys are pro
viding the only income until Mr. X can return to work.
One of them should enter Wakefield Junior High School in 
September but feels that he will not return to school 
under the circumstances.

The family have lived in their present home for the
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past eight years, paying for the lot and adding the 
present front room during that time. They would like to 
enlarge the house further but cannot do so at present. 
There is naturally insufficient sleeping space now and no 
privacy for anyone.

Visitor’s Estimate
Economic Status: Due to the father’s illness the

income, which is barely adequate at any time, is now 
insufficient for family needs, more so in view of the 
children’s recent illness.

Environment: Families in this neighborhood tend to
be home owners but none are culturally assimilated to 
any marked degree and live with many of their Mexican 
customs unchanged. There are no outlets for children ex
cept that they have outdoor space to run and play freely.
No taverns or saloons are nearer than Stone Avenue.

Mother: Mrs. X speaks little English and has only a
meager education. She is evidently dependent on her hus
band and submissive to his wishes. She is completely 
wrapped up in her family and their needs, would like to 
see them get ahead, but does not expect too much of the 
children. She did not know what grades all of them were 
in. She is gentle and kindly and evidently works hard to 
keep them as comfortable as possible, but is too occupied 
at home to follow their daily life in school.

Recreation: No toys of any kind were seen here and
the children, especially the younger ones, played close 
to the house and their mother’s watchful eye. They have 
no play outlets whatever except what they can devise for 
themselves.

Additional: Mrs. X ’s teeth were uneven and appeared
to need attention. The health problem in this family could 
be serious and should probably have more attention than 
the family can afford to pay for.

x
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Family Y - West Thirty-sixth Street
This family lives in a neat, stucco dwelling having 

its own yard. There is a stone path leading to the front 
door, and various flowers and shrubs have been planted. 
Inside there are four rooms, and ventilation was adequate 
so that the house seemed cool and pleasant. .

Only one of the four children is at present in 
school:

I
One, boy, 36
Two, girl, 27, went through ninth grade
Three, girl, 21, went through ninth grade .
Four, girl, 17, sophomore in high school

Mr. and Mrs. Y were both born in Mexico but have lived 
in Tucson for the past thirty-eight years. Mr. Y is a car
penter at present earning about $50.00 a week so that they 
are able to live comfortably. One is married and has his 
own family, including two small children. He has lived in 
California for some time but at present is working in 
Tucson as a welder and is living at home. Two has worked 
at various times since she left school, but the family 
evidently does not exert pressure on the older girls to 
work unless they wish. Three is an extremely pretty girl, 
now 21, who also finished the ninth grade and then began 
to work. She was employed for some time at the White 
House Department Store, but was forced to stop work because 
of her health. She has had tuberculosis and has only 
recently returned home after spending several months in a
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sanitarium. She is still on a rest program but can be 
up part of the time. Due to the fact that the family is 
small, she can have her own room, and she seemed to have 
a good understanding of the precautions necessary to 
protect other members of the family. The youngest girl 
had planned to work during the summer vacation but did 
not do so because she was needed at home to help care for 
her brother’s small children.

The family is still paying for the house. The 
father has added two of the present four rooms since they 
have occupied it.

All the children speak English fluently, Three’s 
speech being entirely without accent. However, their 
mother speaks and reads very little English. They take a 
daily paper but she can read only the headlines. Three 
likes to read and says that she sees Life regularly, also 
such magazines as Red Book and Cosmopolitan. The mother 
reads such Spanish literature as she can obtain.

The atmosphere in this home seemed more American than 
Mexican. The front room was furnished as a comfortable 
living room and contained a good radio. There is much 
more space per person than is usual. Family spirit seemed 
strong, and they evidently spend much time together. 
Clothing was excellent and fashionable and all the family 
were particularly attractive. The two small children were
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well dressed and appeared healthy. There is also evidence 
of wise handling of Three1s illness.

Mrs. Y had never worked.

Visitor*s Estimate
Economic Status: This family is small enough to be

really comfortable on the father’s earnings and also to 
have better than average medical service.

Environment: The neighborhood is decent and the
house itself both attractive and adequate. More privacy 
is possible, and there is space for study if desired.

Mother: Mrs. X is very attractive and sweet in ap
pearance. She is gentle and kindly with the children and 
takes satisfaction in their ability to earn well for 
themselves. She herself depends on them for English if 
needed, and many of her own ideas belong to her background 
in Mexico but she enjoys the material benefits of American 
living. She is anxious for Four to finish high school.

Recreation: This family reads more than any other
encountered. Since the children are older, the lack of 
play equipment is not apparent, but the small youngsters 
are apparently able to have what they need.

Additional: Health situation in this family has evi-
dently received adequate attention.


