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Chapter I

Physical Environment and Indian Groups

The colonial expansion of Spain in the New World was dominated

by four distinct motives: (1) search for the mythical and miraculous;
(2) search for a shorter passage to India; (3) the desire to convert,

1
civilize, and utilize the native populations; and (4) the necessity
of defense and reduction of pressure on the frontiers from constantly

2
increasing foreign encroachments. With the movement forward the 
intensity of demand for a settled frontier constantly increased and 
as a result produced added momentum in the founding and maintaining 

of missions.
The geographic divisions of the area in which the Spanish 

missions were established may be divided into five main regions, each 

of which was composed of lesser sub-divisions. The base from which 
the expansion originated is comprised within the present Mexican 

states, moving from east to west, of Nuevo Leon, Coahuila, Chihuahua,
Sonora, and Sinaloa. .............. .....

From the base region five definite lines of movement extended 

to the mission frontier. The northeastern line developed an advance

1
H. E. Bolton, Wider Horizons of American History. 110.
2
H. E. Bolton, Outpost of Empire. 13.
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base on the Rio Grande, and extended to east Texas. The first

northern lime of advance under Coronado in 1539 followed the trail
of Fray Marcos de Niza over the divide from Sonora into the San Pedro

Valley, thence eastward, skirting the Santa Catalina Mountains and
4

northward to the ZuSL River. Later expeditions from the bases in 
Chihuahua extended by way of the Rio Grande to the northern borders 

of present New Mexico and spilled over the present border of Arizona 
into what is now the northeastern part. Engelhardt refers to this area 
as the Moqui or Hopi province, for at that time there was no delimita
tion of any such province as Arizona. There was an additional norther

ly movement contained within a frontier extending from the Gila River 
south into Sonora. The southern area was sub-dividedi the territory 

from the Gila south to the San Ignacio River in the northern section 
of present Sonora and weet^from the San Pedro to the Gulf of California 
was known as Pimer£a Alta; the southern portion of Sonora to the Rio 

Taqul was identified as Pimeria Baja. The western and northwestern ex

tension of the frontier at first included only Baja California. Later 
the area comprised within the present state of California from the vi
cinity of San Diego to Sonoma, was included.

3
H. E. Bolton, Spanish Borderlands. 216. The base was established 

at the Nabedache village of the Hasinai (Texas) Indians, near the Neches 
River, where the mission of San Francisco was founded. May, 1690, on the 
fifth of De Lean’s expeditions.

4 _ 
H. E. Bolton. Spanish Borderlands. 90.
5- '■ ■
Z. Engelhardt, The Franciscans in Arizona. 25.

.6 ' - - 
H. E. Bolton, Rim of Christendom. 246.
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The geographic division resembles someshat the right hand and 

wrist pointing in a northerly direction. The wrist represents the 

base of operations, the Mexican border states; the thumb and fore

finger press both Baja and Alta California; the middle and fourth 

fingers touch the Pimerfas and New Mexico; the little finger rests 

on Texas.
The foregoing geographical areas were all administered, as far

as missions were concerned, from the three ecclesiastical jurisdictions
of the Jesuits, Franciscans, and Dominicans under royal orders from

Spain. The Jesuits in accordance with a policy of seeking the most

difficult and far-flung posts were assigned to Baja California in 
7

1697, and also covered as part of their jurisdiction the Sonora area
8

as far as the Gila River, from March 12, 1687. They remained in these
9

areas until their expulsion in 1767. In the New Mexico area, sometimes
called the Hop! province, including what is now the northeastern part

10
of Arizona, the Franciscans were first active in 1581. This Order was

assigned the Texas area from 1691, then fourteen Franciscan fathers

founded eight missions, three among the Texas Indians, four in the
11

Oadadochos country, and one on the Guadalupe River. Their third

7
P. Meigs, The Dominican Mission Frontier of Lower California. 7.
8
H. E. Bolton, Spanish Exploration in the Southwest. 440, Note 3.
9
Z. Engelhardt, 11 California Missions", Catholic Encyclopedia. HI, 179. 

10
H. E. Bolton, Spanish Borderlands. 166.11
Juan Morfi, (ed. and trans. by C. E. Castaneda) History of Texas.

VI, Pt. I, 153.



4

field was the Alta California area in v-hieh they as aimed jurisdiction
12

after a temporary oecupancy of Baja California from July 16, 1769 to 
13

May 12, 1773. The Dominican jurisdiction was contained within the
H

limits of Baja Califbrnia from the latter dat% when the missions
formerly administered by the Jesuits and in the custody of the Francig- 

15
cans were released by the withdrawal of this order to Alta California,

In the establishing and maintaining of missions in these areas,

distinct material factors produced a direct effect upon settlement and

economic development. A consideration of these influences is important

in studying the work of the mission as an economic institution from a
/temporal point of view, namely, that of converting, civilizing, and

utilizing the native populations. The character of the soil, the

physiographic features of the land masses, the climatic factors, the
possibility of agricultural development and an adequate water supply,
and the type of native populations and their cultural complexes all

had an important bearing in the success or failure of the mission.

A consideration of the New Mexico area discloses a mountainous
16

region with adjacent basins capable of being utilized for grazing.

The possibility of pursuing lucrative mining operations in this region

12
Z. Engelhardt, "California Missions", Catholic Encyclopedia. Ill, 179* 

13
P. Meigs, The Dominican Mission Frontier of Lower California. 4.

24
Meigs, op. oit.. 4. :

15.' ............ '
Meigs, op. cit.. 7.

16
C. L. Tlftiite and E. J. Foacue. Regional Geography of Anglo-Amer-

ica, 658.
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in addition to stock raising reduced cultivation to a secondary part

in the early development. More attention was paid to the production

of wool and cattle products with the result that impetus was given

to the textile arts* On the other hand, Texas was unique in providing

a favorable combination of factors tending to agricultural development.
17From a rich blade prairie belt in the eastern section to the Bio

Grande plain in the west, a distance of some 800 miles, the area is

well drained by numerous rivers and creeks, and affords opportunities
18

for cultivation and stock raising. 2h Baja California granite and

volcanic hills with comparatively few valleys and plains capable of
19 20 

cultivation appear to predominate# In contrast, the rich valleys

of the mission area of Alta California were capable of extensive agri

cultural development and assured an abundance of grain and other crops; 
the mountains and desert acreages with a rich sub-soil provided faci

lities for the promotion of stock raising. In the settlement and develop

ment of the Pimeria Alta region the Spanish met a problem not unlike21
that of Spain in its physical aspects* From the standpoint of agri

culture the lower Pima region was more attractive; the upper region 

required irrigation for production of grain and other crops. Stock

17
Yfhite and Fos cue, op* cit.. 245.

18
White and Foscue, op. cit.. 585.

19
H. E. Bolton, Spanish Exploration in the Southwest. 113,

20
White and Fescue, op* cit*. 748*

21
White and Foseae. op* eit*. 666.



6

raising, however, was carried on through the energy and foresight of 

the Jesuit, Father Kino,

A second factor in mission development is found in the physio

graphic aspect or physical character of the area in which the missions 

were founded# The New Mexico region lay at the tip of the Rocky Mountains, 

whose ranges at this point run generally from southeast to northwest*

In this area were found river valleys and basins of a highly productive 
character, as irrigation was known prior to the coming of the Spaniards 
and was employed by the natives in raising their crops* In the early 

seventeenth century settlements of the Spanish in this area, the failure

to find minerals resulted in the development of ranching, for which these
22

northern uplands were ideal* A combination of physical character!# tics 

appears in the geography of Texas, The area may be classified as extend
ing in three great belts: a mountainous region in the B^o Grande area, 

which extends to the plains area of the Pecos region, an area of broad 

prairies in the central part, and a low gulf coastal plain. Numerous
23

rivers and creeks drain the area from the northwest to the southeast.

The peninsula of Baja California is dominated by a spine-like mountainous 

ridge for approximately its full length of 750 miles. An extension of 

the Sonora desert region in the peninsula is duplicated to a lesser 

degree by the Colorado desert region of the northeast. To the.northwest 

is found the most fertile area of the entire region, although cultiva-

H. E. Bolton, Spanish Borderlands. 185,

J. Morfl. History of Texas. VI, Pt. I, 49.

22

23
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tion and stock raising were possible at the southern tip in the vicinity
24

of Cape San Lucas* In Alta California two systems of mountain ranges

dominated the mission area, the Coast Range and the Sierra Nevada*

Between and among these lay numerous and well-watered valleys. The

mission chain was established within two sub-divisions of this area:

the southern in the sub-tropical Pacific coastal area along the northern

border of which were found the San Gabriel and San Bernardino mountains;
25

and the northern within the coastal range and valley section of the

Central California region. The predominating physiographic characteristic

of the Upper Pima region, or Pimeria Alta, consists of the slopes of
a watershed from Huachuca Mountain to Nogales. The area, resembling a

flat and irregular cone, is drained by seven river basins to the south,
26

west, and north. On the north, the Gila River is the boundary.
Between the mountain ranges lay valleys capable of extensive agricul

tural development and stock raising.

Climate constituted a third influence on the settlement and

development of missions in its effect on agricultural production and
27

the growth and characteristics of the native populations. In New

Mexico high altitudes produced a marked effect on the rainfall and 
28

temperature* Precipitation on the mountains afforded sufficient

24
H. E* Bolton, Spanish Exploration in the Southwest. 113.

25
C* L* White and E* J. Fob cue, op* dt. 742*

26
H. E* Bolton, Rim of Christendom. 247.

27
F* A. Carlson, Geography of Latin America. 416.

28
White and F os cue, op. dt*. 620.
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moisture for the growth of forests. However, the lack of rainfall

in other sections made irrigation a necessity. This was recognized

by the original inhabitants whose efforts in this direction were ob-
29

served by the Spaniards on their arrival in this area.
In Texas the climate was as distinctive as the physiographic 

regions into which the area was divided. In the region extending ap

proximately west of a line drawn from present Brownsville to that is
now the northwest corner of the Pan-Handle, and thence west to the 
/ 30

Rio Grande, precipitation is the most Important climatic factor.

A wide variation in the annual rainfall is characteristic of this 

section. The northern part, based on the records of fifty years, 

experienced a variation from twenty-three to thirteen inches, while in 

the middle aiul southern sections, a variation from twenty-nine to 

twelve and twenty-six to ten inches respectively was characteristic.

Lack of meteorological records during the period of mission establish

ment precludes the possibility of obtaining accurate data, but records 

which indicate an alternating succession of wet and dry periods through

out the years since that time have been maintained. These accounts, in
31

addition to those rendered by Father Morfi, give reason to believe 

that tiie precipitation was not unlike that of the present day. Moreover, 

in this belt high winds and maximum sunshine cause a high degree of eva-

H. E. Bolton, Spanish Exploration in the Southwest. 203.
30
White and Foscue, op. dt.. 586.

31 .J# MoffL* OD# dt#* VI* Pt# I* 48#
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poration varying from sixty-eight inches in the southwest Texas area 

to a lesser amount toward the north. As a result, the area is devoted 
to grazing from the eastern border to the mountains. There is an ap

parent lack of sufficient moisture for the cultivation of crops. In 

the broad prairie belt of central Texas rainfall varies from thirty 

to forty inches, and the growing season extends from two hundred and

thirty days in the north to two hundred and sixty in the south, during
32

which there are long hot summers. From an agricultural standpoint 

the area was attractive. In the low gulf coastal plain a humid sub
tropical climate with a heavy rainfall predominates.

Baja California is characterized by a climatic variation ranging 
from a hot desert area in the Colorado basin, through a humid Mediter
ranean type in the Alamo district, to a foggy coastal belt on the north- 

33
western coast. The average annual precipitation is less than ten 

inches from November 1 to April 30, and remains approximately the same 

during the rest of the year. An exception is found at Cape San Lucas, 

which receives a heavier fall from May 1 to October 30.

On the other hand, the diversified climate of Alta California in 
the mission area is due to the influence of the mountains and to great 

variations in altitude. This region is subject to mild winters and com

paratively cool summers with a definite "fog-belt" and rain during the 
summer season. These favorable factors, therefore, when united with

32
Tfhite and Foscue, op. cit.. 245•

33
P. Meigs, The Dominican Mission Frontier of Lower California. Fig. 3.
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improved methods of cultivation introduced fcgr the mission fathers, 

resulted in an increase of agricultural production. Means -were thus 

provided for the maintenance of a constantly increasing mission popu

lation as more tribes were brought under discipline, and a supply was 
made available fcr the armed forces assigned to garrison the area.

The climate of Pinerfa Alta is classified as dry sub-tropical,
34

and is not fhndaraentally different from that of Spain, where heat 
and dryness are accentuated. The lack of available water for irriga

tion purposes in Spain developed a pastoral fora of occupation with 

which the early padres in Pimerla Alta were familiar. This knowledge 

was adapted to solving the problems of a similar character found in 
this new region.

From an economic standpoint, a fourth factor in the development
of the Spanish mission was population. Each area of mission advance

was marked by distinctive types, or groups, comprising sedentary, semi-

nomadic, and nomadic Indians. In New Mexico, the population in the

period of exploration and settlement consisted of two groups % the
35

sedentary or Pueblo type, and the nomadic elements. Among the Pueblo
Indians were found the Hopi, Zuhi, and Rio Grande tribal organizations
with a definitely higher cultural complex and a knowledge of irrigation

36
as well as textile arts. These groups, prior to the arrival of the 

Spanish, cultivated maize; they were accustomed to the use of the loom

34
White and Foscue, op. cit.. 666.

35
C.Ussier, The American Indian. 21.

36
H. E. Bolton, Spanish Exploration in the Southwest. 145, 146.



11

and upward weaving; and they knew the art of masonry and the applica-
37 . .... .......

tlon of the griiKlstone* Among the nomadic groups in this area were

found the war-like Apache, the Navajo, and the Dtes. The predatory 

character of these nomadic tribes, particularly the Apache, constituted 
a peraanent source of difficulty to the more settled groups as well as 

to the Spanish in their efforts to colonize the area, and to utilize the 

population.
In their penetration of the Texas "region, the Spanish came into

contact with a native population consisting of numerous Indian tribes,
or "nations", among whom the cultural levels varied in accordance with
the area which they occupied. The coastal groups of the Karankawas

were considered the lowest in culture, and are depicted tyr Father Morfi
38

as being cruel, cowardly, and treacherous. Other groups consisted of 

the nomadic Attacapas from Louisiana, the Tonkawans and Lipan Apache 

of central Texas, the indolent Ais from east Texas, and the Comanche.

The Comanche were the largest in number and most predatory and warlike. 

Among the more peaceful groups of this eastern region were the Texas 

Indian tribes. The Pueblo groups oh the upper stretches of the Rio 

Grande were a sedentary type with a considerable higher cultural level. 

Among these diversified Indian groups the missionaries attempted to 
spread their culture.

The Indians of Baja and Alta California have been classified by

37
Ussier, op. cit.. 241.

38
Morfi, liatory,of Texas. VI, Pt. 1, 79.
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39
Hissler in four sub-culture areas of which the Central Group Is 
typical. The source of the food supply, methods by which it was ob
tained, living conditions, and forms of government under which they

40
existed are characteristic of this "gathering" type of native occupy
ing these regions. The food supply was most primitive, consisting 
mainly of acorns, from itoich a sort of flour was made, and at times, 

berries, roots, and seeds were used. Small game, obtained by snaring 

or hunting with primitive weapons, and fish added to their diet. In 

their semi-permanent villages, these people lived in clusters of rude, 
turf-covered huts of brush or tule. Their clothing was simplej their 

occupation to some extent consisted of basket weaving. Control was 
effected through a weak form of political and military character. In 

bringing these groups under mission control, more difficulty was ex

perienced in Baja California than in the area of Alta California.
The Indians of the Pimeria Alta region were sedentary in character, 

although subjected to pressure from the Apache groups to the east. They 

were a definitely agricultural type and were grouped in three areas* 
one, in the San Pedro Valley north of present Fairbank, another in the 

middle Santa Cruz area between San Xavier del Bac and Picacho, and a

third on the Gila River from Casa Grande to the bend in the Gila. These
, athree groups consisted of the Sobaipuris tribes, "lest of the Santa Cruz

39
"Wissler, op. d t . . 227.

40
Meigs, op. cit.. 41.

41
H. E. Bolton, The Rim of Christendom. 247, 248.
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the Papago groups were found in scattered villages of adobe houses over 

a wide area. This latter tribal organization had a knowledge of irri

gation, the cultiia tion of maize, and the use of cotton. At Sonoita

acequias or irrigation ditches had been constructed prior to the arrival
42

of the Jesuits under Father Kino.

The effect and influence of the foregoing material economic 

factors on the mission system resulted in either success or failure. 

Consideration will be given to these factors in detail in the follow
ing chapters. And although the main attractive forces actuating the 
Spanish penetration of the New World have been indicated, a further 
treatment of the specific reasons for the advance into each successive 
area will follow.

42
Bolton, op. cit.. 248.



Chapter II

New Mexico

From a chronological standpoint the first large scale attempt

at extending and colonizing the frontier beyond the present Mexican
States of Coahuila, Chihuahua, and Sonora was executed in the thrust
forward into vhat is now the New Mexico area. This movement was

executed in a more or less cross-shaped pattern in a territory
beginning at the junction of the Conchos and Rio Grande Rivers, and
thence northward to Taos, above Santa Fe, following the drainage of

the upper Rio Grande. 'Westerly, the area extended from Taos to the

present state line of Arizona. In its confines were also included
1

what is now western Texas and most of present New Mexico. The

Franciscans designated this region as the custodia of San Pablo.

From the time of the Coronado expedition in 1540 - 1542, this
pueblo area had been practically forgotten, but with the advance of

the Spanish frontier in Nuevo Leon and Nueva Viscaya in the seventeenth2
century, a revival of interest took place. The immediate causes were 

found in the reports of explorers and adventurers, and the necessity 

of locating sources by which the royal revenues might be increased. A

C. W. Towne and E. N. Wentworth, Shepherds1 Empire. 126.

C. W. Ha eke it. Historical Documents Relating to New Mexico. I, 193*

1
2
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later cause arose towards the end of the seventeenth century, in 

apprehension from increasing pressure of foreign encroachments upon 

the frontier.
Interest in New Mexico held"the attention of the Spanish for 

approximately three hundred years, from 1539 to 1834. In this period 

attempts to subjugate and settle the region were executed in five stages, 

each of which is characterized by significant movements.

The period of exploratory effort and missionary colonization began 
with the expedition under Coronado, following the attempt of Fray Marcos 
de Niza to locate the "Seven Cities of Cibola". The year 1623 witnessed 
the beginnings of a period of ecclesiastical and civil conflict which 
was concluded in 1680 with the Pueblo revolt, during which the Spanish 

were driven from New Mexico. An interlude of Indian domination fol
lowed for twelve years. In 1692 the re conquest of the area was under
taken by De Vargas and successfully accomplished by 1696. An era of 

peace continued until 1730, when conflict again disturbed the relation

ship between the Spanish and the native populations. This period of 
unrest persisted to 1767. The final stage of occupancy ending in 1834

was characterized by movements leading to the complete secularization 
3

of the missions.
The most significant event of the early period of exploration and

missionary colonization was the conquest of New Mexico by Juan de Onate
, 4

who took possession of the region on April 30, 1598, at the Rio Grande,

3
G. Kubler, The Religious Architecture of New Mexico, U .

4
Hackett, op. cit.. 208. See Figure I,
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and on July 11, he established his headquarters at San Juan de los
5

Caballeros# With him were Franciscan friars, a colony of four 

hundred men, including one hundred and thirty who were accompanied
by their families, a herd of seven thousand head of stock, and eighty-6
three wagons for the transportation of baggage. Other significant 
events in this early period were tha sporadic efforts of the padres 

up to 1607, culminating in the initiation of active missionary work 
in 1609. By 1611 the Keres and Rio Grande Tiwa tribes had been sub

jected to the infLience of church doctrine, and in 1613 the Salinas 
tribes and Isleta had been brought under control. The year 1617 was 

important to the missions by the institution of a regular supply 
service from Mexico City and by the royal grant of an annual sum of

60,000 pesos. By 1628 fifty churches had been constructed to vhich
7

twenty-six friars were assigned. In his report of 1629 Zarate 

Salmeron indicates that 36,450 natives had been received at the missions 

and baptized. Toward the end of this period royal interest was 

further extended by the assumption of expense for equipment and supplies 
for the missions.

About a decade prior to the assumption of expense for the missions 
8

by the crown, rumblings of discord became evident between the civil

5
Hackett, op. d t . . 211.6
H. E. Bolton. Spanish Exploration in the Southwest. 103.
7
Kubler. %e. Religious Architecture of New Mexico. 7.8
Kubler, op. d t .. 7.
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and ecclesiastical authorities. This second stage of Spanish penetra

tion -was notorious for the ensuing conflict between the two jurisdictions

and for conflict within the religious orders as well. The inception of
9

the difficulty lay in the acquisition of large productive areas of land

by the missions to the exclusion of colonists; the utilization of Indian

labor on these properties, and in the construction of churches and other

mission buildings; and the exemption of the mission Indians from tithes

and tributes which would otherwise have gone to the treasury or the
10

coffers of the secular religious authorities. From a series of minor
disturbances, gradually open hostility developed in spite of royal
cedulas demanding cooperation on the part of the civil authorities.

In 1623 the church of San Diego de los Jemez was destroyed by

Indians with the apparent encouragement of the governor’s palace at 
. 11

Santa Fe. Corruption existed fran the governors down through a
succession of minor officials. Successful efforts were accomplished

in enslaving, and expropriating the Indians, and in sabotaging the

work of the missions. The ensuing civil commotion produced its effect
on the Indians as they realized that no protection was possible from

the ecclesiastical authorities. This, in turn, caused abandonment of
12

the missions by the Indians as at the Zuni villages in 1635.

9
Towne and Wentworth, op.cit.. 28.

10
H. H. Bancroft, History of Mexico. 11, 665.
Rubier, op. cit.. 10.

12
Ibid.



18

Famine in 1670 and a pestilence in 1671 further reduced the 

effectiveness of missionary effort. The Apache raids culminating in 

the permanent destruction of the frontier towns in 16?6 added further 
difficulty. The entire mission and colonial structure collapsed in 

1680 as a result of the Pueblo revolt in which the Spanish were driven 

from Mexico. The revolt was preliminary to a period of Indian mal

administration lasting twelve years and during which time the missionary 

effort of years was destroyed.
For about a quarter of a century after the reconquest of Mew

Mexico by De Vargas in 1692 and 1696 relative peace was secured under
Governor Cuervo y Valdez. But in 1730 a new conflict was set in motion,

this time within the church itself, by the Bishop of Durango. The

origin of the quarrel dates to the early days in New Spain then the

monastic orders acquired undue influence and privileges through too
few ecclesiastics. The Church became jealous of the encroachments of

the friars of the various Orders upon what was considered its authority,

and the exercise of power on the part of what was actually an independent

jurisdiction. The dissension resolved itself into a bitter feud with
13

consequent recriminations and scandal, involving even the crown. The 

aggressive attitude of the Bishop of Durango led to the eventual seculari

zation of the missions and the return of the temporalities to the authori
ties, although the friars remained in many oases as parish priests. In 

1767 the important missions at Santa Fe, Santa Cruz, Albuquerque, and El

13
Bancroft, op. cit.. 66$.
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Paso were secularized*
The renewed oppression beginning in 1730 was coincident with two

other adverse factors which appeared; the increasing violence of Apache
15

raids, and the rise of the French menace from the east in 1754. In

1780 and 17&L an epidemic of small-pox further reduced the effectiveness

of the mission system. Other causes led to the rapid deterioration of

the efforts of the padres. A weakening supply line whose base was TOO

miles away in Mexico City, insufficient garrisons, incapable and rapacious
administration, and a general dissolution of Spanish power in Europe

marked the end for the Spanish missions in New Mexico. In 1834 the final
16

secularization was effected by the action of the Mexican authorities.
From an economic standpoint, the history of Spanish mission enter

prise in New Mexico in relation to similar efforts on the frontiers of 

Texas and the Californias presents definite similarities as well as 
striking differences. In general, the missions were agencies of the 

state as well as the church, serving not alone to Christianize the

frontier, but to render assistance in extending, securing, and civilizing 
17

it. Bolton has indicated that none of the three agencies, the state,
18

the church, or the missionary himself, considered the work of the 

mission as ending with the objective of conversion. The value of making

14

14
Kubler, op. cit.. 11.

15
H. E. Bolton, Texas in the Middle Eighteenth Century. 66.16 •

H. B. Parkes, A History of Mexico, 197. See also Kublerr op. cit.. 11.
17

H. E. Bolton, Wider Horizons of American History. 117.
18
Ibid.



20

The Indian a diaciplimd, desirable subject was always apparent to the

civil authorities as well as to the missionary element. The mission

was therefore utilized for this puroose. It was the outpost of control
19

and the training sc tool for the civilization of the frontier. In a 

sense, the attempt to establish a mission system in New Mexico constituted 
a great experiment. Heretofore, within the confines of the territory 

of New Spain, in general, a rather well-developed civilization had been 

encountered. And although along the stretches of the Rio Grande the 
pueblo type of Indian had a definitely higher culture than in other 

areas on the frontier, yet the nomadic predatory groups such as the 
Apache and the Comanche had not as yet been encountered. Hence the 
problem in New Mexico was experimental in this sense.

One of tie important similarities in the New Mexico frontier and 

these of Texas and the Califomias is observed in the method by which a 
mission was physically-established. Included in the procedure was the 

selection of a faver able site based on such considerations as those of 

adequate concentrations of populations, available arable land, and an 

adequate water supply. Anothe* similarity is ftiund in the methods by 

which Indian labor was utilized. Still another is seen in the systems 

of training and'instruction, and the type of discipline, varying in 
degree to S3 me extent within the s everal jurisdictions, imposed on the 

converts. One of the.most striking differences between the missions of New 

Mexico and thos e of Texas and the-Californlas is observed in tie acquisi-

19
Bolton, op. cit.. 118.
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tion and control of temporal activities in New Mexico hy the civil or 

secular authorities•■ Another difference.is noted in the character of 

the frontier conditions# Although the dangers of revolt were always 
present on all frontiers> the docile character of the Indians of Alta 

California lessened this to some degree and indicates a dissimilarity 
between the frontiers of New Mexico and the California region. Finally, 
the violence of internal conflict in the New Mexico area was peculiar 

to that region. The Indian revolts brought on by oppression of the 

population on the part of the civil authorities, and the raids and border 

depredations of the Apache on the borders and among the pueblos was 
further aggravated by the debilitating conflicts between the civil authori
ties and the missionaries, and by the internal dissensions within the 

religious bodies themselves. From the religious point of view the mission 
was established primarily for the conversion of the Indians. From the 
secular or temporal point of view the mission in New Mexico was intended 

to become the outpost for the stabilization of the frontier, a means of 

assistance in checking encroachments on the frontier, both from hostile 

native tribes and from foreign encroachment. In addition, the mission 

was intended to serve as a supply base for further aggressive-defensive 

movements on the Spanish frontier. In the efforts to accomplish these 

objectives in New Mexico, the padres were checked by the background of 
political, religious, and economic conflict.

In order to overcame the difficulties of terrain, to subdue 

the hostility of native populations, and to install and maintain lines 

of communication, the padres adopted a definite form of procedure in 

the establishment of their mission system. Kubler states that



22

20
Ricard has proposed a classification of mission settlements by

establishing three groups or types * the missions de penetration.

usually of an impermanent character located in difficult outpostsj

the missions d'occupation grouped in a densely settled area; and the

missions de liaison which we® more or less links between the other two21
forms and also centers of administration. As an example, a typical 

mission d'occupation was the principle convento of the Franciscans in 

Santa Fe. Others of the same character were located at San Ildefonso, 

Santa Clara, and Ssaa Juan de los Caballeros in the Rio Grande Valley 

above Sante Fe. Between these centers liaison missions were established 
at Fojoaque, Tesuque, and Narabl. These not only acted as a means of 
communication, but also provided for their respective localities. An 

example of the mission de penetration is found among the Zuni. In this 

instance, the work may be classified as of a more or less sporadic 

nature. Attempts were made in 1629 and 1660 to plant missions, but in 

each instance, work ceased after a few years of activity. On the other 

hand, a more successful type of the mission de penetration is observed 

in the units developed in the Salinas district, where they not only acted 

as frontier outposts but also constituted a regional administrative unit 

prior to 1672. A similar type of administratis unit is fbund in the El 

Paso mission which was originally founded for the purpose of maintaining

Kubler, op. d t . . 17. Kubler refers to this author who has 
written extensively on the church in Mexico.

20

21
Ibid.
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communication, but -which served as a base of administration during
22

the Pueblo revolt for the entire Spanish population of Mew Mexico,

The extent of the mission effort begins with the establishment
23

of the first unit, that of San Gabriel de los Espanoles, during the
24

expedition of Onate in 1598. This mission existed until 1605 when it

was abandoned for a mission established at Santa Fe. During the first
25

two decades of the seventeenth century eleven churches were foundedj

at the end of another decade Benavides reported fifty friars living
26

in twenty-five missions. Similar activity on the Rio Grande during
this same period resulted in the founding of San Antonio de Senecu
and Nuestra Senora del Socorro. The ten years from 1632 to 1642 witnessed

27
the establishment of three missions. Twenty years later a church was 

established- at El Paso. Missionaries also crossed the mountains east of 

the Rio Grande and founded missions on the edge of the Great Plains.

The native tribes of Cuaray, Abo, Tenab<$, Tabira, Tejiqui, and Chilili 

were brought under the influence of the missions in 1642. By the time of 

the rebellion under Pope thirty-three mission establishments were in

22
Kubler, op. cit., 17.

23
A. M. Espinosa, "The Missions of New Mexico*', The Catholic Encyclo

pedia, XI, 2.
24
C. F. Lummis, The Spanish Pioneers. 161. See Figure 2. Map in pocket,

25
Lummis, op. cit.. 162. These churches were located at Gallsteo, 

Pecos, Jemez, one hundred miles west of Santa Fe, Taos, San Ildefonso,
Santa Clara, Sandia, San Felipe, and Santo Domingo.

26
^ H .  E.Bolton, Spanish Borderlands. 161.

Picuries was established in 1632, Isleta in 1635, and one at Nambe
in 1642.
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28
operation.

The first requirement for success in any mission undertaking 

uas primarily the ability to secure a concentration of population capable 
of providing an adequate supply of labor. Once this requirement uas ful

filled, the padres could then proceed with their plans for establishing 

an economic unit. In New Mexico the population along the R^o Grande was 

organized to some extent in sedentary groups in the pueblos. Such group

ing was semewhat advantageous for energy devoted to assembling scattered 

units could be utilized for the more pressing need of indoctrinating the 
natives. But a serious disadvantage existed in the lack of capable leader
ship by which these various groups might be brought under mission discipline, 

and the lack of interest displayed by one pueblo group for any other.

The problem of the padres, therefore, was to develop a central interest 

and to stablize the natives in the process. The building of the mission

church was the answer. Kubler describes the effort as an economic fixa-
29

tive for a fluid population.

In the actual construction of the mission establishments, it was 

first necessary to train the native groups, in order to utilize these 

converts most effectively. The method employed was a comprehensive 

utilization of the entire population. From custom, men confined themselves 
to the prosecution" of war, hunting, spinning, and weaving, although they 

easily adapted themselves to such craft work as carpentry. Actual construc-

28
Espinosa, op. cit.. 2.

29 '
Kubler, op. dt.. 16.
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tion work on the buildings was considered a disgraceful occupation for 

the male members of the tribes, and as a result this type of work fell 

to the lot of women, boys, and girls. The work was a voluntary contri
bution at first, as no one friar, or even too or three, removed as they 

were at a considerable distance from any garrison post, could possibly 

have demanded enforced labor. The method proved effective, however, for 

by 1628 about fifty churches had been constructed under the direction of 

twenty-six friars, eight of whom had only been in the province since 1609, 

and twelve had not arrived until late in 1625. From a comparative stand
point, it therefore appears that the technological and economic contri-

30
buttons of the friars were obtained most rapidly.

In the establishment and maintaining of missions,from a temporal 

viewpoint, capital was an important requirement in mission economy. In 

the beginning, the padres were required to initiate their programs with 

practically no assistance. However, in 1631, under the terms of a 

viceregal contract executed in Mexico City, the king assumed the expenses
31

of equipment and supplies for the establishment of missions in New Mexico.

Under this contract it was possible for the friar to obtain a quantity
32

of tools and materials with ihich to initiate his building program.

With this limited equipment, the friars by their ingenuity, and the Indians,

30
Kubler. op. cit.. 131.

31 ----
Kubler, op. c±t». 7.

32
Kubler, op. cit.. 7, 8, 9. These included ten axes, three adzes, 

three spits or spades, two hoes, one medium-sized saw, one chisel, two augurs, 
and one plane. Latches, locks,hinges, and six thousand nails of various 
sizes were also provided.
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trained and instructed, by the friars, vere able to provide on the 
spot all necessary tods and materials for the construction of the 
mission projects.

But incone other than tools and materials was needed for the 

continuance of the mission vroric. This was provided through four 
sources: sinodos. or stipends j ayudas de costa, or initial grantsj

33gifts or alms j and income from mission properties. In the first 

two instances the source was the state. As the missions served the 
state, so were they financed by the state to some extent. A 

political emergency in which the missions could be employed effective
ly as an economic unit would find the royal treasury providing

34
funds. The sinodos were annual stipends usually paid by the

government and varying in amount according to the area in which

the mission was established. On the northernmost frontier 450
pesos for each missionary constituted the stipend. In 1758

the total stipends paid to the Francis can Order amounted to ap-
35

proximately 43,050 pesos, or 350 pesos for each of 123 friars.
In addition to the sinodos. a military garrison or guard varying from two 

to six or more soldiers at each mission, was provided at the expense of 

the government. The ayuda de costa, or initial royal grant of 1,000 pesos

33
H. E. Bolton. Wider Horizons of American History. 118.

34
Ibid*

35
Ibid. This number was comprised cf twelve friars from Queretaro, 

who were located.in Coahuila and Texas, six Jailscans assigned to Coahuilaj 
eleven Zacatecans assigned to Texas5 ten Femandinos in the Sierra Gordaj 
six Jailscans in Nyaritj twenty-two Zacatecans in Nuevo Lednj seventeen 
Zacatecans in Nuevo Santander; five San Diegans in the Sierra Gorda; and 
thirty-four friars of the province of Santa Evangelic in New Mexico.
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■was made to each new mission founded for the purpose of buying bells,

vestments, tools, and other equipment, and for meeting other expenses
connected with the founding. At times of emergency the treasury made ■

further grants for building and necessities. These government subsidies

did not in any way preclude the possibility of seeking further income
36

from donations of alms.

Income from mission properties in New Mexico was apparently negli

gible. In comparison to these properties, the well-stocked granaries
37

and ranches of the missions of Alta California afford a vivid contrast.

It is known that the native groups in New Mexico had a rather well-
established agricultural economy prior to the arrival of the Spaniards,

38
but mainly on a subsistence basis. Due to lack of mission accotmts,

available data does not exist whereby an accurate presentation may be
made of records of agricultural production or other enterprises conducted
by the mission. What little is known indicates a rather extensive sheep

raising activity, and the use of wool in the weaving of blankets and

other articles. The authors of the Shepherds' Empire refer to the padre
39

in New Mexico as an economic czar who was the pioneer, shepherd, and 

wool grower of the extensive frontier. They point out that not a mission 

was fib unded from the Rio Grande to the Golden Gate whose domestic economy

36
Bolton, Wider Horizons of American History. 119.

37 - -----------:---— -----  ■
Bolton, op. dt.. 134.

38
Bolton, op. cit.f 139.

39
Towne and Wentworth.op. d t ., 29.
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■was not based upon sheep and wool production as a means of providing

a food and clothing supply. From the days of Coronado and Onate, the

sheep was the indispensable item in equipping every Spanish expedition.

Whenever possible the friars attempted the introduction of new

crops and fbod plants in addition to teaching the domestication of

animals. Success in these ventures depended upon a definite contact
. 40

with the native populations. Hammond quotes one instance in the early

part of the seventeenth century where one mission harvest consisted
41 42

of 1,500 fanegas of wheat, only 500 less than the annual requirements.
He also indicates that at this time there were 3,000 head of stock in
the province. During the first year of settlement under Onate, in one

instance, seven fanegas of wheat were seeded. In the second year fifty
43 44

fanegas were cultivated and these produced a return of 1,000 fanegas.

In the third year, Hammond indicates, 100 fanegas were planted. The 
difficulty in the mission system existed in the management of the tem

poralities by the civil authorities, and as a result, the efforts of the

40
Rubier, op. cit.. 16

41
A fanega. as used in Mexico, is equivalent to 2.6 bushels.

42
0. P. Hammond, "The Founding of New Mexico", New Mexico Historical 

Review. II, (January 1927), No. 1, 51.
43
The equivalent of the Spanish fanega of dry measure is equivalent 

to 1.6 bushels, and the Mexican is 2.6 bushels. The Spanish fanega of land 
measure is equivalent to 1.59 acres, and the Mexican is 7.413 acres. In the 
figures employed above, apparently the Spanish fanega of land measure is 
taken, and the Mexican fanega of dry measure, which would give the yield as 
approximately twenty-five bushels of grain to the acre. This figure is more 
nearly normal than the figure of seven bushels to the acre which would result 
by employing the Spanish fanega of dry measure. Meigs, op. cit.« Table,

44
Hammond, op, cit.. 51.
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padres were curbed by these officials* Further, the lack of records

precludes any presentation of comparative data for the missions*

Following the suppression of the revolts of 1692 and 1696 by De
Vargas, the missions were reestablished and by the middle of the

eighteenth century twenty-four f riare served eighteen missions and four
45

visitas* At this time the Spanish population numbered about 15,000. 

Fifty years later, about a decade before secularization caused a general 

decline of the mission system, Ocaranza recorded a list of mission
.........' ' ' " ....... 46 ■■■.......... ;v

establishments and classified the population. His figures showed a

total of 17,176 Indians and 4,395 Spaniards, located in thirty-four 
47

mission areas, Their industries included stock raising, mining to

some extent, and handicraft work. Manufacturers were confined to cotton
48

weaving and the fabrication of woolen blankets. The agricultural

products of these natives were obtained for the most part from irrigated

areas, and included maise, wheat, and beans in the north, and at El Paso

in the southern district the products were secured from fruit orchards,
49

vineyards, and live-stock, of which sheep was the leading element.

Ten years later, in 1760, the decline ted set in. According to Bancroft,
50

the impact of the settlors on the native population was severe. From

45 " , . - . - y: •:;
Towne and Wentworth, op. dt*. 30.46 ' . , .
Fernando Ocaranza, Establecimientos Franciscanos en el Misterioso 

Heine de Nuevo Mexico. 145,146. See Appendix I for copy of original and 
translation, this thesis.

47

H. H. Bancroft, History of Arizona and New Mexico. XVII, 275.
49

Ibid.
50Ibid.



30

his tabulation, the Indian population of New Mexico in 1750 was

approximately four times that of the Spanish* A decade later the

Indians had been reduced by about 3,000, and the ratio of the Spanish

to the Indians was forty-four percent* To the end of the century the

native population remained about stationary, but the Spanish element
51

had increased until it was twice that of the natives*
The causes for the decline in population also account for the

failure of the mission system. An indigent, lazy, and provocative 
' ' 52

type of settler engendered trouble with the Indian population. The
removal of the temporalities from the hands of the missionaries and

the conflicts with the civil authorities rendered the missions impotent
53

to prevent the wholesale desertions by tie natives. Disorder in the 

Spanish settlements, raids on scattered houses and villages, the absence 

of a monetary system and the resort to a vicious system of barter, free 

admission of penniless Spaniards and half-castes to the pueblos, the 

oppressive tyranny of the governors and civil officials, and the un

settled condition of the Indians themselves afforded causes for decline
■ ■ ' ■ 54 ' ' '

and final abandonment of the mission system.

51
Bancroft, op. cit., 275.

Date Spanish Indian 
1750 3,779 12,142
1760 7,666 9,104
1800 18,826 9,732

52 :
Kubler, op. cit.. 131.

53
Kubler, op. d.t«. 10.

54
Bancroft, op* cit.. 268.

Total Including
Total for New Mexico El Paso Area 

15,921 18,271
16,770 21,752
28,558 34,138



Chapter III

Texas

The second penetration of the Spanish in their aggressive- 

defensive pressure for protection of the frontier "was a contem
poraneous movement consisting of tiro distinct thrusts# The move

ment over the Rio Grande to the eastward and northeast covers a 

period from approximately 1690 to the reorganization of the frontier
1 - ' : - ' ■ - r

in 1772. The area comprised, in the early stages of initial 

penetration, the region lying between the Trinity and Red rivers

and included part of what is now Louisiana. It was occupied by
. .. ' , 2 .

the Indian confederacy of the Haslnai, so named because of their
3

friendly attitude towards explorers and missionaries. The second 
forward movement entered the region to the north and northwest,; 

known as Pimeria Alta. Prior to 1685 no effort had been made by \ 

Spain to occupy Texas, although title to this region had been well * 2 3

: 1
H. E. Bolton, Texas in the Middle Eighteenth Century. 383*

On September 10, 1772, Carlos III issued an order, "New Regulations 
of Presidios", as a result of the Louisiana cession of 1762, the Indian 
troubles of the interior provinces, and general reorganization of the 
frontier of New Spain. The Marquefs de Rubf was the responsible factor, 
as the changes made were based mainly on his recommendations. See 
Figure 3. Map in pocket.

2 - ' ■ - '■■■; .’
F. W. Hodge, Handbook of American Indians. Pt. 1. 179-183.
3 - , :■ .
R. N. Richardson, Texas The Lone Star State. 1.
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4
established.

The original area of the Has Ami -was temporarily occupied
between 1690 and 1693, chiefly as a buffer against possible French 

5
encroachments. As a result of renewed French activity in 1699 and6
1714, a delineation of eastern boundaries was a vital objective 
of the Spanish government. In 1715 the viceregal council ordered 
the founding of missions, presidios, and a civil settlement in East 
Texas. The general policy of the government of New Spain in regard 
to the formation of new provinces from territory formerly occupied by 
the Indians was to limit in a general way the southern, western, and 
eastern boundaries of each province with those of its neighboring 
provinces, if there were any. As fer as the northern boundaries were 
concerned, they were defined mainly as an area occupied by "’many

4
C. W. Hackett, "The Marquis of San Miguel de Aguayo and His 

Recovery of Texas from the French, 1719-1723", The Southwestern Histori
cal Quarterly, XLIX, 2 (October 1945) 193, 194# Title had been estab
lished by the Narviez-Cabeza de Yaca expedition, 1528-1536; the Coronado 
expedition, 15413 the De Soto expedition, 1542; and the Domingo-L^pez 
expedition, 1684# The undisputed period of Spanish claims ended in 
1685 with the establishment of La Salle’s colony on present Garcitas 
Creek, near Lavaca Bay — known as La Bahia del Espiritu Santo to the 
Spaniards.

5
Ibid.
6 —
Hackett, op. cit.. 194, 195# In 1699, the French founded their 

first colony in Louisiana. By 1719 the movement had resulted in the 
occupation of posts from Natchitoches and present Texarkana, in the 
Red River valley, to south central Alabama, and from Mobile and Biloxi, 
on the Gulf Coast, northward to present Natchez. The arrival of St# 
Denis, a French trader from Louisiana, on the Rio Grande in 1714 a roused 
the Spanish to action. A wedge had been driven between Spanish Florida 
and New Spaing
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7
barbarous nations1 %  although the Red River was generally regarded8
as this limit. The southwest boundary of the new province of Texas

9
was accepted as the Medina River as early as 1721. On the southern

coast, the mouth of the Trinity River was held by Spain; prior to

1750, one point of the eastern boundary was agreed upon for the time
10

being at Arroyo Hondo and Gran Montana. Relative to the interior 
limits, further changes took place at various later dates.

From the standpoint of economic geography, the factors of soil.

7 - ; - - ■ -
I. J. Cox, “The Southwest Boundary of Texas*, The Quarterly of 

the Texas State Historical Association. VI, 2 (October 1902), 84#
8
H. E. Bolton. Texas in the Middle Eighteenth Century. 1, 2.

9
Cox, op. d t . . 85, 86, 89• The Medina is distinctly called 

the boundary line between the two provinces of Coahuila and Texas 
in the report of the Marques de Aguayo, April 4, 1721$ ” 'entering 
the province of Texas, Nueva Pilipinas, Thick the river Medina divides 
from the province of Coahuila, Nueva Estremadura,n. Diarlo de Viaie 
de Marques de San Miguel de Aguayo in Memories de Nueva Espana. II,
28.

Quoting from the Marques de Altamira, n 1 Next to Nuevo Reino 
de L e m  comes the province and subject people of Coahuila or Nueva 
Estremadura ... to the river of Medina where begins the adjacent 
last province and subject people of ours of Texas or Nueva Pilipinas.111

The Marques also states, "'Frcm the said river of Medina at 
which begins the said province of Texas to the presidio of Los Adays 
at which it ends, its length from south to north is two hundred and 
forty leagues, and its width from the west to the Mexican Gulf about 
eighty"*.

It therefore appears that for about twenty-five years prior 
to 1748 high Spanish officials concurred in placing the southwest 
boundary of Texas at the Medina River.

10 -

C. W. Hackett (ed. and trans.) Pichardo's Treatise on the 
Limits of Louisiana and Texas, I, 36.
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topography, and vegetation separate the area into four great natural
11

regions. Richardson employs the classification of Elmer Johnson, an

authority on eccnomic geography, and designates these regions as the

East Texas Plains, the Texas Prairies, the Middle Texas Province, and
the western High Plains and trans-Pecos country.

The physical characteristics and the economic resources of these
regions produced distinctive effects on the native populations found
therein, and these in turn, as a labor factor or potential labor supply,

were of material importance to the success or failure of the Spanish
mission system from an economic standpoint. The economic life of the
province and the mission was closely allied with agriculture, stock

12
raising, and primitive commerce. The hope of finding Indian popula

tions which might be utilized in the development of these units of 
production constituted one of the attractive forces for early Spanish 

penetration. In this respect it should be recognized that the sedentary

or nomadic character of these Indian tribes was a material factor in
13

determining the permanency of the frontier institution. Friendly 

types of Indians provided fcr rapid penetration and settlement; a more 
docile type made it comparatively easy for exploitation and disregard 
of native rights; weak tribal organizations were subject to rapid dis

persion; and powerful and warlike confederacies retarded the advance to

11 - •

R. N. Richardson, Texas!The Lona Star State. 1,
12
G. C. Hammond, First Expedition of Vargas Into New Mexico. 1692. 10. 
Richardson.cp. cit.. 11.
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a greater or lesser degree is proportion;to their strength. The : 

Spanish mission system nas primarily designed for a more docile 

type of Indian, one of a sedentary nature accustomed to town life.

Such a system, therefore, could not attain the highest degree of 

success when suddenly thrown into abrupt contact with tribes, for 
instance, such as the Caddos of East Texas. These tribes were scat

tered over a large area and looked with disfavor on being concentra
ted at mission settlements and subjected to the discipline of an 
institution of which they were entirely ignorant. In addition they

U
were exposed to the influence of the French. Likewise, with the 
Karankawas of the Gulf Coast, a tribe of cannibalistic tendencies, 

and wL th the hated Apaches and hostile Comanche of the west, a mission 

system could not be assured of ary high degree of safety or even sur
vival. But among these various native cultures were found tribes who 

responded more readily to the efforts of the padres, and of these the

Has A m i  confederacy may be regarded as being the most important of the
15

East Texas Indians. These tribes, of which the better known were the

Hainai, Nacogdoche, Nabedatihe, Nasoni, and Nadaco, lived on the Angelina
16

and upper stretches of the Heches rivers. Although they inhabited 
scattered villages, these Indians practiced agriculture and hunted 

buffalo, and were more responsive to the advances of the missionaries.

14
H. E. Bolton, Texas in the Middle Eighteenth Century. 4.

15 ' ' '• •
Bolton, op. cit.. 216 .

Ibid.
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17
In 1690 they numbered between 3,000 and 5,000 persons. To the north

of the Hasfnai was the confederacy of the Caddo, whose tribes occupied

the region along the Red River between Natchitoches and present

Texarkana. This confederacy, among others, was comprised of the Adaes,

Natchitoches, Gadodacho, Masson!te, and Nadaco groups. Among these
18

two confederacies the eastern Texas missions were established. The 
reasons underlying the planting of these missions are found in the 

danger of French infiltration to the Spanish interior and subsequent 
aggressive action.

Attention of the Spanish was first drawn to the importance of
Texas by the activities of the French explorer. La Salle, who erected

19
a rude fort on Garcitas Creek, in the vicinity of the present Vander

bilt, in 1685. Sometime previously, rumors had been received in 
Mexico City of French traders on the borders of what is now New Mexico. 

On the basis of a report concerning this French movement cm the coast, 

Carlos III, the last of the Hapsburg kings of Spain, aroused himself

and ordered measures to be taken to prevent incursions on Spanish 20
domain. Accordingly, the Governor of Coahuila, Captain Alonso de 

Leon, acting under orders from the Count of Galve, Viceroy of New

17
Richardson, op. dt,. 12.

18
Bolton, op. cit., 2.

19
Bolton, op. d t .. 283, 364. See also C. W. Hackett, "The Marquis 

of San Miguel de Aguayo and His Recovery of Texas From the French", South
western Historical Quarterly. XLIX, 2 (October 1945), 194. The locality 
was known to the Spaniards as La Bahia del Esplritu Santo.

20
H. E. Bolton, Wider Horizons of American History. 74.
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Spain, entered Texas accompanied by the Franciscan padre. Fray Damian 

Massanet, for the purpose of contacting the French penetration. On 
May 22, 1690, this expedition arrived at the principal village of the 21
Nabedache There the first mission, that of San Francisco de los Tejas,

was established in East Texas. A subsequent expedition under Domingo

de Teran de los Rios for the purpose of establishing seven more missions
in this area bore futile'results, although the missions were planted,

due to the physical conditicns encountered. In 1693 the project was 
22

abandoned.
Meanwhile, wars in Eurqpe had absorbed French interest with

consequent inactivity on the pert of this power in the lower Mississippi

Valley. But early in the following century, with Mobile as a base,

the French renewed their pressure on the Spanish frontier. In 1714,
. 23

a commercial expedition under St. Denis, a French trader commissioned 

by the governor of Louisiana, penetrated Spanish limits and thoroughly 

alarmed and aroused the waning interest of the government in Mexico City.
Although information on the Texas frontier was more or less 

fragmentary in character, nevertheless the vulnerability of this area 

and necessity for its defense had been early recognized, particularly 

by the missionaries who were desirous for occupation. Their proposals

21
Federal Works Project, Texas, A Guide to the Lone Star State. 37. 

The location is on the Neches River, near the present village of Neches 
in Houston County, Texas.

22
' Richardson, op. At.. 24, 25.

G. P. Garrison, Texas, 42-45.
23
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for protection of this perimeter from foreign aggression had been
treated in a desultory manner. Now, hor/ever, the government realized
that missions without military support could not be maintained. Some
means of defense must be provided.

In the royal cedula of 1690, and again in his cedula of December
30, 1692, the king had ordered missionaries from the Queretaran college

24
to the area occupied by the Tejas Indians. In view of these orders, 

25the fiscal now requested that arrangements be made to provide for 
the mission, the military escort for the entry, and all supplies neces
sary to effect a permanent establishment. On August 22, 1715, a con-

26
vocation of the junta general, called by orders of the viceroy, ,

27 ,
unanimously agreed to the recommendations submitted. Domingo Ramon
was appointed leader of the expedition. He immediately presented an

" ' " 28 ................. .....
inventory of the required supplies which was at once forwarded to the
factor of the royal treasury with instructions to report what goods

24 ■ ■ y  • ' ■C. E. Castaneda, The Mission Era; The Winning of Texas, II, 25.
25
King's attorney.

26
General council.

27 _ .. .
Castaneda, op. cit.t 36.

28
The list.is based on the requirements of one mission and included 

in addition to the guns, powder, swords, saddles, bridles, necessary 
clothing,: food and equipment naturally required, one dozen lady's silk 
hose, 12 belts of assorted laces, 18 bolts of various kinds of ribbon, 
four, dozen men's and ladies' shoes, and 18 pairs of silk hose for men.
For the Indians, there were suggested blankets, tobacco, blue and red 
medals, ribbons, and hats. For the mission, the list contained such 
items as hoes, tillers, axes, hack saws, hammers, chisels, cooking pots 
of various sizes, hand bars, yokes for oxen, and various kinds of seeds.
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were obtainable in Mexico City, and what articles were available at 
' 2 9

San Luis Potosi. The estimated cost of the proposed expedition,
' * ' - . . .  * 2 Q  ' *

as suggested by Ramon, was about 5,000 pesos. This amount, however,

was for supplies only, as a further expense of about 20,(XX) pesos was

indicated. The lists are of interest as they show the varied ,
. . • " ■ ' ■ .

character of the items required, some of which appear incongruous,
32

and the sources from which the goods were obtained* In addition
33

approximately 1,000 head of cattle were provided at Saltillo, and
to these were added horses, cattle, and goats on March 24 and March

34
30 after the expedition was under way*

The personnel of the expedition represented the combined primary 

agencies of the Spanish crown in the projected defensive expansion

29 _
Castaneda, op. cit.. 37.

30
Ibid*

... 31
This amount included 6,500 pesos for horses, 11,250 pesos for 

salaries for twenty-five soldiers assigned, and 2,277 pesos for gifts 
to Indians and cost of transportation.

32
The mis si on list submitted by the guardian of the Franciscan col

lege at Queretaro included four sets of ornaments, one for each mission, 
and consisted of an amice, alb, chasuble, burse for corporals, chalice 
veil, antependium, altar cloths, corporals, and purificator. There were 
also listed four chalices with patens, twelve candlesticks of brass, 
three for each missionj four altar bread irons, four copper holy water 
fonts, four small bells and four rituals for administration, four towels, 
four surplices, one hundred pounds of wax for (candles) during the 
celebration of mass, one barrel of (sacramental) wine from Saltillo, and 
some oil stocks to carry holy oils.

33
H. E. Bolton and T. M. Marshall, The Colonization of North America. 

Castaneda, op* d t . . 42, 43.
293
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35
movement. The comand of twenty-five soldiers, several families,

36 37
and missionaries arrived at the Texas settlements in June, 1716.
The Franciscan Order was represented by Father Antonio Margil de Jesus

and Father Felix Isidro de Espinosa from the Zacatecan and Queretaran
colleges respectively. The first mission founded hy this expedition

38
was that of Nuestra Padre San Francisco de los Tejas, located a

short distance east of the Neches River and north of the original mission
39

established there in 1690. An important mission, San Miguel, was
established among the Adaes Indians on the present site of Robeline,

Louisiana, about fifteen miles west of the French post of Natchitoches,
where evidences of a strong French influence had been observed. By

the end of 1716, six missions had been founded, five of which extended

in a line from the Neches River to Los Adaes, not a great distance from 
40

the Red River.
41

Reports indicated, in 1716, that extensive preparations were 

being made by the French to penetrate the area between the Mississippi.

35
H. E. Bolton, Wider Horizons of American History. 82.

36
Bolton and Marshall, op. d t . . 293.

37
Garrison, op. cit.. 42-45.

38 , / Francisco Celia (trans. by F. L. Hoffinann) Diary of the Alarcon
Expedition into Texas. 33, 14.

39
Ibid.

40
Richardson, op. cit.. 28. Father Celia gives the year as 1717.

41 zCelia, op. cit.. 16.
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and the Rio Grande for the purpose of establishing commercial relations 

with the Indians. To prevent smuggling and illegal entry, and to pro

vide supplies and protection for the remote missions of East Texas, 
the viceroy was compelled to take action for the establishment of an 

intermediate point between them and the Rio Grande. Simultaneously with
the viceroy in his consideration of the problem, an experienced missionary

42
from Coahuila, Father Fray Antonio Olivares, was presenting identical

reasons to his superior, the Guardian of the Franciscan College of

Santa Cruz at Queretaro. -Due to the logical presentation of Olivares,
in addition to a recognition of his ability and experience, the Guardian
dispatched him to Mexico City to plead the cause of the East Texas
missions before the viceroy, the Marques de Valero. Here Olivares
submitted forceful arguments showing the necessity for immediate action,

and at the same time presented his plan for the provision of a base
nearer to the East Texas area.

43
. The plan proposed by Father Olivares and approved in principle 

by the viceroy, consisted of first moving the few remaining Jarama Indians 

of the mission of San Francisco Solano, on the rIo Grande, to the San 
Antonio River. This procedure followed the old custom established in the 

early days of the conquest when the Indians who had been civilized and 

trained in the older missions were used to instruct those in missions 
more recently established. For this reason the Tlaxcaltecan Indians

42 ,
Celiz, op. dt.. 15.

43 ,
Celiz, op. cit.. 15, 16.
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"were found in practically all missions of the northern frontier, parti

cularly at Monclova. The next proposal was to establish a pueblo of 

about 3,000 or 4,000 Indians on the San Antonio River. In this locality, 
Olivares suggested the establishing of a civil settlement by offering 

prospective colonists lands and water rights. The advantages of this 

location between the Bay of Espiritu Santo and the province of the Tejas 

were pointed out as a valuable link in the supply system. Olivares 

further indicated that the Bay of Espfritu Santo would serve as a port 

of entry for supplies for the San Antonio establishments. Heavier 
materials and artillery could be sent more easily by water than over land.

Recognition of the validity of Father Olivares1 presentation and 

argument for immediate action caused the viceroy to request a report from 

the padre as early as possible on the area between the Rio Grande and 

the Hasinai region of East Texas. In his report Olivares indicated the

advantages of establishing a mission on the headwaters of the San Antonio
44

River, in part, mentioned above. He further described the character

and fertility of the region, and the cooperative attitude of the Indian
45

tribes inhabits ting the area. An appeal for the purpose of arousing 
the cupidity of the Spaniards was suggested by an allusion to indications 

of mineral deposits. Some tracings of gold had apparently been found in

44 ,
Cells, op. cit.. 17, 18.

45
Olivares mentions such products as flax, mulberry trees, nut groves, 

and game such as turkey, deer, and buffalo. In describing the Indian tribes, 
Olivares indicates that they numbered more than fifty, and were cooperative, 
pleasing in appearance, and willing to share whatever they had with tbs 
padres.
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the rivers, and the natives had been observed using heavy green rocks,
46

ishlch nere evidently silver and copper alloy, for making paint.

Meanwhile an independent investigation of the proposals by Olivares 

had been undertaken by the fiscales. On December 2, 1716, the junta 
general, on the basis of Olivares' report and the favorable recommenda

tions of the fiscales. decided on the immediate occupation of the San

Antonio River area, and, in this connection, ordered all necessary ex-
47

penses for the project to be paid from the royal treasury. Father
48

Olivares was to be furnished all necessary materials for the . founding 

of this mission.
As the approval of the viceroy and the junta general had been

secured, preparations were made, but it was not until April 9, 1718,
that the expedition under the command of Don Martin de Alarcdn crossed 

z 49the Rio Grande and finally reached the San Antonio River on April 25.

The seventy-two persons accompanying Alarcon included seven families.#
IVith them were cattle, sheep, goats, chickens, six droves of mules, and

46 ; - ' -V V -
Castaheda. The Mission JSrat Jhe Winning of Texas. H ,  71#'72»

47 .: "; _ ;
Castaneda, op. cit.. 75.

48 ■ ■ : : : /
CastaReda, op. cit.. 79, 80. The materials provided included all 

necessary tools for carpenters and stone masons, locks, keys, one thousand 
round-headed nails, kitchen utensils, and provisions. Agricultural imple
ments, eight yokes of oxen, thirty cows, three bulls, 100 head of sheep, 
and 100 goats for the mission herd were indispensable requirements. Gifts 
for the Indians included hats, blankets, and tobacco for the chiefs; two 
or three bolts of common Mexican cloth, blue and green material for skirts, 
rosaries, beads, and ribbons were listed for the women. For the mission
aries, sack-cloth, soap, paper, shaving knives, and two guns for mission 
defense were included as well as chocolate.

49 z
Cells, op. cit.. 23.
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548 horses. The supplies and funds for the expedition had been ob-
50

tained from various sources.

Due to animosity existing between Father Olivares and Governor
Alarcon, the padre preceded the main body, and the two did not meet

51until May 1, 1718, when Alarcon made formal possession of the site
for the new mission of San Antonio de Valero to Olivares, Four days

later, about two or three miles upstream, the Villa de Bejar was founded

on the site of the present San. Antonio. This was the beginning of the
52

most successful missionary enterprise in Texas. As the padre was 
determined to place the new mission on a self-supporting basis, all of 
January was consumed in the construction of irrigating ditches for the 

cultivation of the presidio and mission lands. In addition, "watermelon, 
pumpkin, chile, and melon seeds were secured for planting; vine and 

fig trees cuttings were brought from Coahuila; and there were indica

tions of an adequate supply of com, beans, and grains from the early

50
Castaneda, op, cit,. 81, 82. On December 11, at Mexico City the 

viceroy had been requested to supply 200 cows, 200 oxen,1,000 sheep, 500 
fanegas (1,300 bushels) of corn, fifty axes, fifty hoes, some clothes, 
sack-cloth, woolen cloth, fifty plows, six large bundles of tobacco, four 
packages of beads, 300 horses for the transfer of the soldiers' families, 
fifty guns, and three boxes of powder. These items were declared indis
pensable for the expedition and the establishment of an almacen (warehouse) 
in Texas for mission supply. On December 12, the previous list was added 
to by including 1,000 varas (2,800 feet) of wide sack-cloth, six half-bolts 
of red woolen doth, and 1,000 blankets. The funds for the expedition, 
amounting to 28,150 pesos had been sent to Mexico City from Guanajuato. On 
August 3, 1717, Alarcon informed the viceroy that he had succeded in gather
ing 150 cargas (15,000 pounds) of flour, 1,000 sheep, a number of oxen, and 
200 cows. He still lacked the 300 horses premised from Saltillo.

51
Castaneda, op, cit.. 94.

52 ,
Richardson, op, cit.. 29.
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sawing. There were also brought in a new supply of cattle, sheep, and
53

goats, and boars for the purpose of breeding pigs. In the spring of

1719 the future outlook for the mission was most premising.
Bolton describes this presidio and mission as the center and

54
defense of western settlements. In addition to economic returns, the

mission and presidio proved their value in a very tangible way during

the withdrawal of the East Texas missions in 1719* For the failure of

Alarcon to bring required supplies, and the war which had broken out

between France and Spain, interrupted the mission activity in East Texas
55

and caused their subsequent retirement to San Antonio. This center
was the rallying point and the saving fee tor in the exodus from the

east. It also afforded protection to Coahuila by holding back the Apache.

In the occupation of the area north of the Rio Grande, this mission
was an important center of supply and administration. The presidio of

San Antonio de Bejar and the mission of San Antonio de Valero formed
56

the real seat of Spanish power in the new province.

Within a distance 0 f twelve mile s down the river front San Antonio 
was the mission of San Jose y San Miguel de Aguayo, founded in 1720, 
under the authority of the Marques de Aguayo on his expedition to eastern 
Texas. In the same general vicinity were three other missions: Concepcion,

53
Castaneda, op. cit., 96.

54
H. E. Bolton, Texas in the Middle Eighteenth Century. 5*

55
Richardson, op. dt.. 29.

56
Castaneda, The Mission Era: The Missions at Work. III, 2, 3.
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San Juan Capistrano, and San Francisco de la Espada. The mission of

San Jose 3a y to the north of San Juan Capistrano and just below Concep- 
, , 57

cion; the mission of San Francisco was the southernmost of the four.

With the exception of San Jose, the other three had been re-established 

on the San Antonio in 1731 after their removal from East Texas in 1730. 
This removal had been accomplished in keeping with the policy of retrench

ment on the part of Philip V, and in accordance with the suggestions for 
. . . . . .  ■- ■ . 58reform made by Pedro Rivera in 1727.

The physical features of these Queretaran missions at San Antonio 
are a general pattern of all missions. These features fall within three 

divisions or units. The first contained the Indian quarters arranged 
about a square or small plaza on ihich there were the various shops for 

the carpenter, blacksmith, and tailor. Here were constructed the gallery 

for the looms, the granary, and the kilns. In this area were included 
houses for the mission guard, the cemetery, and garden with orchard; 

all these units were enclosed within a protected quadrangle with forti

fied entrances. What may be described as the middle section lay beyond 

the Indian pueblo or village. The cultivated fields, irrigated by 

ditches constructed by native Indian labor, formed the pattern here.

The daily farm work was carried on in these fields by the natives^ On 
the: outer rim of the mission area, the third division was located. This 
division ccnslsted of a cultivated area and ranches where the mission 

cattle, sheep, goats, mules, and oxen found grazing space. The proximity

57
Bolton, op. cit.« 5*

58
H. E. Bolton, "The Founding of the Missions on the San Gabriel", 

The Southwestern Historical Quarterly, XVII, 4 (April 1914)> 347, fn. 7.



of this area to the mission buildings depended upon the terrain*
Although the main purpose of the mission was the conversion of

Indian populations, with a secondary purpose of teaching the natives

the ways of civilized life, the mission was, in fact, an insti.tuti.cn

of an economic character, designed to supplement the military outpost

or presidio in the aggressive-defensive program of the Spanish crown.

Although the church expected the mission to spread the faith and win

converts, the crown expected the missions to serve the purpose of 
59

the state, .inasmuch as the missions accepted emda financial assistance 
as the state was inclined to offer. In meeting this problem the missions 
first established the natives in fixed locations and then implanted 

training. In the contact with sedentary tribes such methods were 

comparatively feasible; among nomadic groups such training was difficult 
and at times impossible.

Training was imparted by means of a regular routine, beginning 

with some early morning religious exercises. Following tills, the men 

either went to the fields or workshops where training was given in the 

various trades. The women operated the looms or engaged in pottery 
or basket work. The day closed with a religious exercise of some type.
In addition to industrial training, the missions also imparted a rudi

mentary form of s ocial and political'science. In accordance with the 
regulations governing aieeicos, each pueblo was• required to organize 
its own governing body or cabildo. This body was chosen or elected under

59 .
Castaneda, op. cit.. 27. 28.



48

missionary supervision and consisted of a governor, alcaldes. regidores. 
and an alguacil, There were also two fiscales whose duties included the 

enforcement of church attendance*

The original intention in the establishment of a mission was to 

limit its activity in a given locality to a period of ten years* At 
the end of this time the mission was supposed to move on to a new field 

and the secular clergy would then take over the duties and functions 

previously assigned to the regulars. As a matter of fact, this system 
worked rather well among the higher grades of Indian-culture in the 

regions below the Rfo Grande, but in the more advanced and nomadic 
areas above the river, a longer period was necessary for complete 

assimilation.
60

For support, each missionary received an annual sinodo varying 
in amount up to 450 pesos from the royal treasury. The ayuda de costa, 

or initial expense of founding the mission, was borne by the government. 

The mission also received alms, and gifts of land, money, and other 

valuable donations. Gifts such as those of Pedro de Terreros, the donor 
of funds for the Apache mission program, were frequently received. In 

the California establishments receipts for the Pious Fund provided ex
tensive economic advantage.

From the standpoint of production, the Queretaran missions in 
the San Antonio area excelled all others and within thirty years after

This stipend was allotted to each missionary by the crown, and 
varied in amount according to the locality to which the friar was as
signed. Usually, the northern provinces received higher stipends than 
those in more civilized areas.

60
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their establishment showed Impressive results. By 1745> the number of

Indians baptized and civilized in San Antonio numbered 2,282. The Indian

population in missions at this time totaled 885, in spite of physical
obstacles, obstructionist tactics from civil and military authorities, and

jealousies within the church itself. An indication of economic success
is observed in returns from agricultural enterprises. In the general

summary of progress made by the Queretaran missions from 1718 to 1745,

the returns by 1745 showed 5,000 head of cattle, 2,000 or more head of
61

sheep, 2,000 goats, and about 250 horses. In a report on missions
62

drawn up on March 6, 1762, just prior to the Louisiana cession, for the
Franciscan Comisario General, an improvement is indicated during the

preceding seventeen years. The number of cattle remained about the 
63 -

same, but sheep and goats had increased to 12,000. From 250 horses
64

the herd had been increased to 1,600. The San Francisco mission was 
shown to have made the greatest improvement as it reported 2,262 head

65
of cattle, and 4,000 sheep and goats. San Juan followed with Valero next.

In the report for 1745 on agricultural production, com was re
ported as yielding 8,000 bushels annually. The annual yield of beans was 

reported as 340 bushels, and cotton production was reported at 2,000 

pounds. Yield by acreage indicated an average of about seventy bushels

61 ' , - ■ ■
CastaSeda, The Mission Era:: The Missions at Work. Ill, 116, 117. 62 ■ • *

Bolton, Tems in th&Middle Ei/&teeafch Century. 97.63 ■ . : : : ...
Bolton, op. cit.. 99.

64
Ibid.

65
Ibid.



bushels to the acre; five fanegas were reported as yielding about 
66 67

1,000 fanegas, Castaneda indicates that eight to nine fanegas

of corn planted at San Antonio yielded from 1,000 to 1,200 fanegas

of grain, or approximately forty-five bushels to the acre. Cotton

returned about forty arrobas (about 1,000 pounds) from the two fields

planted. In comparison, the report of 1762 indicates that each mission
had in its granary from 1,600 to 2,000 bushels of maize, and a corres-

68
ponding stock of beans# Both reports indicate quantities of vege
tables arid fruits in production.

For carrying on the work of the mission, including agriculture

and other necessary activity, the reports for both 1745 and 1762 indicate
69

an adequate amount of equipment# In each report manufacturing of 

blankets, coarse woolens, shawls, cotton fabrics, and other goods of a 

similar character is indicated. Wool and cotton from mission farms

50

66
The Spanish fanem of dry measure is equivalent to 1.6 bushels, 

and the Mexican is 2.6 bushels. The Spanish fanega of land measure is 
equivalent to 1.59 acres; the Mexican is 7.413 acres. In the instances 
cited the Mexican form of measure is employed. The yield computed with 
the Mexican form is therefore more normal than results arrived at with 
the use of Spanish measurement. See Page 28* 59, 114,

67
Castaneda, op. cit.# 110, 111, 112.

68
Bolton, op. cit.. 99*

69 ^
Castaneda, op. cit#. 110, 111, 112. For carrying on the work of 

cultivation and other necessary activity there were 23 oxen, 20 hoes,
12 carts, 20 adzes, 4 shovels, 30 axes, 11 handbars, a blacksmith shop 
with all necessary tools, a carpenter shop with tools, and a sufficient 
number of chisels and hammers for stone carving and masonry. In 1745 
there were available three looms, 6 pairs of cards, 8 combs, 6 shuttles, 
and 20 spinning wheels. In 1762, 10 looms were in operation. The 
fabrics and other goods were excellently made.
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■were utilized. For this purpose looms, spinning-wheels, and other neces

sary equipment were operated by the natives under the supervision of 

the padres. At the Queretaran missions in 1762 four looms were operated 

at San Antonio, and three each at Conception and San. Francisco. -

The cited examples present a picture of the missions at work. The 

mission was more than a mere edifice with adjoining quarters for the 

padres. It was an institution on the frontier, a nucleus around which 
was built a unit of industrial civilization among a native population.

the advance of Domingo Ramon to East Texas, and Martin de 
Alarcon to the San Antonio area, two of the three centers of Spanish 

penetration irfco the Texas region had been delineated. It remained

for the Marques de San Miguel de Aguayo to fix the hold of Spain upon 
71

Texas. The underlying causes for the expedition under Aguayo are 

found in the failure to bold the easternmost line, and the withdrawal 
of the missions to the San Antonio area. Ihe government now aroused 

itself from the usual lethargy into which it had fallen, aid rapidly 

decided to take immediate action towards curbing the ambitions and 

frustrating the designs of the French in their encroachment upon the

eastern settlements. To block the French penetration, the government
,  : . . v - : ■■ ■ ...secured an able leader, the Marques de San Miguel de Aguayo .who was

appointed governor of Nueva Estramadura and Nuevas Pilipinas, or
72

Coahuila and Texas.

70
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Aguayo's instructions were to "reoccupy and strengthen the aban
doned posts and occupy Cadadochos on the Red River and Bahia del Espfritu

73 74
Santo on the Gulf". After assembling a train of supplies, the

/ 75 Marques moved forward on March 16, 1720 and, after anthorisdng the
76

founding of a mission under his name, entered San Antonio on April 4,
77 78

1721. The expedition arrived at Los Adaes the latter part of August.

Meanwhile, Captain Jose Domingo Ramon Jiad been ordered to Bahia del
Espiritu Santo to occupy that post to prevent French incursion from
that direction.

On the arrival at Los Adaes, Aguayo learned directly from St.
Denis, the French commander at Natchitoches, that a truce and peace

now existed between Spain and France. The Marques was therefore free

to divert all efforts toward the re-establishment of the abandoned 
79

missions. Upon completion of this work the missions were turned

73
Bolton and Marshall, op. cit.. 296.

74
Castaneda, op* cit.. 131. The supply train consisted of 600 

mules, loaded with clothes, arms, munitions, and six field pieces which 
had arrived from Monclova, In addition there had been assembled 600 
cargag (60,000 pounds) of supplies, 4,OCX) horses, 600 cattle, 900 sheep, 
and 800 mules from Coahuila and Monclova. The personnel had been 
assembled from the districts of Celaya, Zacatecas, San Luis Potosi, and 
Agues calientes.
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80
over to the Franciscans. Later on, in the autumn of 1721, the presi
dio of Nuestra Senora del Pilar was established and the entire locality 

with garrison, mission, and civil settlement was designated as the

capital of Texas. Here the crest of Spanish advance was reached and
81

future French penetration was permanently and effectively checked. On
January 23, 1722, the mission of Espiritu Santo de Zuniga was estab-

82
lished on the site of La Salle's Fort St. Louis. The third center 
of Spanish occupancy had been delineated.

In questioning the permanent or economic value of efforts to 

establish missions among the Tejas and Cadodachos certain facts appear. 
In the first place, there is always a fixed amount of substance and 

energy wasted in any attempt to force civilization into an unbroken 

wilderness. In each new area of penetration new and peculiar difficul
ties appear which may be overcome only with experience in meeting 

these problems. In order to cross mountain ranges and deserts, and 

to explore coast and rivers in the search for boundaries, an excessive 

expenditure of human endeavor and physical means are exhausted and 

consumed. The establishment of an extensive system of missions is a 

slow process, only accomplished through years of effort. Force and 

persuasion are always necessary, even with the most tractable type of 
Indian. From an economic standpoint certain results appear. A definite

J. A. Morfi, (trans. by C. E. Castaneda) History of Texas. 
81
H. S. Bolton, Spanish Borderlands. 227, 228.

82

80
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idea of the geography of Texas was obtained, rivers were named and 

their courses charted. Transportation was improved by the marking 

of roads from Coahuila to the plains of southwest Texas. The estab
lishment of a base and port of entry at Espfritu Santo afforded a 

landing place for future operations. The efforts expended in the
83

establishment of the East Texas missions were not entirely wasted.

The attempts to occupy Texas did not end with the expedition

under the Marquis Aguayo, There were other areas to be brought under
control. One of these was the gulf coast which was threatened from
two sources i first, by the French traders from Louisiana penetrating |
to points west of the Sabine River into the tribal lands of the j
Orcoquiza; the other, from English aggressive action into the un- I

guarded area north of Tampico. YflLth the exception of a small Spanish 
, 84

unit at La Bahia on the Guadalupe River, no force was maintained 
along this frontier. A second area of projected control lay on the 

San Xavier (San Gabriel) River, and a third was located at San Sab/.

Into these salients, therefore, the Spaniards decided to expand.

Similar attractive forces to those which had actuated their previous, 

entries motivated their.efforts at this time, namely, to thwart am- _ 

bitious designs of French traders? to forestall aggressive action on 

the part of the French and English? and to bring, if possible, the

54

83
R. C. Clark, "The Beginnings of Texas," The Quarterly of the 

Texas State Historical Association. V, 3 (January 1902), 201, 202.
In 1726 the mission of Esp/ritu Santo de zditiga on the Garci- 

tas River, near Lavaca Bay, was moved inland to a site on the Guada
lupe River near the present city of Victoria.
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natives under control for economic advantages*
To effect this consolidation am extensive mission program -was

projected hand-in-hand with the establishment of the presidios and
/ 85civil settlements* To Jose de Escandon was delegated the reduction 

of a neglected area of the gulf coast along which the Indians who 
troubled the interior provinces of Coahuila and Nuevo Le&i had estab

lished their settlements. The decision of the government was to 
undertake the subjugation of the area by three methods: conquest, 

colonization, and mission establishments. In 174.6 the governmen t 
plan was placed in operation by Escandon over the coastal country
from Tampico to the mouth of the San Antonio River, at this time known

87
as Nuevo Santander. Between 1749 and 1755 Escandon had established 

twenty-three settlements of more than 6,(XX) colonists, the most im
portant of which was Laredo. Of the fifteen missions established 

during this period, that of San Agustdfn de Laredo, was the first on 

the Rio Grande. For two years following the founding of this mission,

lack of an assignment of lands, inability to proceed with construction
88

work on mission buildings, failure to provide guards, and inability

85
Castaneda, op* d t . , III, 137* Escandon was the son of a 

wealthy and well-known Spanish family, and had distinguished himself 
in Yucatan, and in the suppression of the Indian tribes in the Sierra 
Gorda. In addition to exceptional military ability, he was noted for 
his fair treatment in dealing with the natives.86

Castaneda, op, oit*. Ill, 156.
87
Richardson, op* cit.. 33.

88
Castaneda, op* cit*. HI, 158.



56

to construct a granary frequently caused the Indians to run away. In 

1753 small-pox took its tool. Laek of supplies prevented regular sub- 
sis tence for the Indians. On three different occasions Escandon had 

been obliged to give the mission food and other miscellaneous items.

In an attempt to open an irrigation ditch, failure resulted.

Bit in spite of these handicaps, the padre in charge of the 

mission had been successful in bringing 132 Indians under control.

By 1752 a church and quarters had been constructed. In the mission 
herd were ten yoke of oxen, 100 head of cattle, 275 sheep, a drove of

89
mares, and twelve mules. In this same year the mission population 

90
numbered 359* Instruction had been given in plowing and planting,

91
herding cattle, and looking after mission property. By 1755 there 

were Indian carpenters, stonemasons, adobe makers, and soap makers.
The year 1757 witnessed the construction of a new church and padre's 

residence* By the industry of the padre in charge, the indebtedness 

of the mission had been extinguished through the proceeds from salt, 

wool, sheep, and goats. ;

Of the missions established in the Southwest and along the gulf 

coast area during the subjugation of the area by Escanddn, those of 

Nuestra Senora de los Dolores and Nuestra Senora del Rosario afford 

an indication of profitable effort. The mission of Dolores was founded

89
Castaneda, op, cit..III. .159.

90
Did.

91
Castaneda, op. dt*. XU, 161.
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on August 22, 1750, about ten leagues, or approximately thirty miles,

sou theast of present Laredo, and nas the first one established by
92

Escandon wholly id.thin the present limits of Texas. Within eight

years, according to Agustdfn Lopez de la Camara Alta, there were by

actual count at this mission "1 three thousand mares, sixteen hundred
93

mules, four hundred horses, and three thousand head of cattle'
94

The mission of Rosario was planted in one of the most unfavorable 

areas of the gulf coast, from the standpoint of population, as the 

cannibalistic Karahkawas inhabited this territory and were not receptive 
to the Spanish intrusion. The work connected with the foundation 

began in 1754, and was executed from the base at San Antonio by means

of funds raised through private gifts or advanced by the commandment
/ 95 of the presidio at Bahia and the missionaries associated with him.

Of the three missions cited, two were established within areas 

definitely more advantageous economically than the Karankawa territory. 

Each mission, however, in its early stages of development, experienced 

disadvantages peculiar to its own particular area. But in each in

dividual effort, there were eventually indications of at least a 
self-sustaining economy.

92
Castaneda, op. cit., IH, 16$.

93
Castaneda, op. cit., 166, 167.

94
H. E. Bolton, "The Founding of Mission Rosario", Quarterly of 

the Texas State Historical Association. X, 3 (October 1916), 115.
95
Bolton, op. dt.. 132.
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Middle eighteenth-century Spanish expansion into the second area
96

of projected control, that of San Xavier, (San Gabriel) , was contem

poraneous with augmented activity in Nuevo Santander and increasing

fear of the 'French. The three missions on the San Xavier were apparently
97

a rather obscure group. Their intended work was indicative of Franci-
98

scan effort among the Tonkawan tribes, and, at first, little more
than a tentative effort to select a site and plant crops, sometime

"between January and April, 1746. Three serious disadvantages 

handicapped the missionaries early in their efforts* the lack of 

water for irrigation purposes, the location on the main artery of 

Apache raiding expeditions, and the lack of material assistance neces
sary to the successful founding of missions.

But increasing pressure on the part of the French and inroads 
of the advancing Apache menace aroused the government to an increased 
consideration of these establishments. Therefore, on December 23,

1747, after two and one-half years of effort on the part of the Fran

ciscans, and Father Mariano in particular, a viceregal order authorized

the establishment within eight months, of three missions on the San 
100

Xavier River.

' ; 9 6  • ' ■ ' .’ V ' ' ' ' -
The San Xavier is the present San Gabriel River which joins the 

Little River, the old San Andres, about twenty-five miles before that 
stream empties into the main Brazos.

97
H. E. Bolton, "The Foundng of the Missions on the San Gabriel 

River", Southwestern Historical Quarterly. XVII, 4 (April 1914), 326.
98

Boltcn, op. oit». 327.
99

Bolton, op. cit.. 341.

Bolton, op. dt,. 343•
100
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From an economic point of view, the particular interest in the

founding of these missions lies in the character of economic assistance

rendered them ty other missions $ rather than in their attempts to
perfect a self-sustaining economy within the nine short years of their 

101
existence. Two important sources of assistance were afforded in

the contributions fra* the mission of San Antonio de Valero, and the
two older missions of San Juan Bautista and San Bernardo on the r !o

Grande. This type of assistance was one of the economic functions
of the mission system. The missions more favorably situated and

economically prosperous contributed to the extent of their ability
to missions in the early period of founding and existence. In this
instance, San Antonio supplied forty cargas of maize, potatoes, and

102
other grains for planting. In actual monies expended. Father 

Mariano had spent before January 16, 1747, the sum of $2,262.50, and
103

by February of the same year had increased this amount by $5,083.50.

The second source of assistance was provided by the Coliege of Santa 

Cruz at Quer^taro. The urgent demands of the San Xavier missions were *

101
H. E. Bolton, Texas in the Middle Eighteenth Century. 268, 275, 

276. Abandonment of San Xavier took place in 1755, but the pffloial 
return of the property of the San Xavier missions was not accomplished 
until January 14, 1757 at Mission San Antonio de Valero. The listing 
and appraisal was made under the direction of Parri}la, and turned over 
to Fray Giraldo de Terreros. It was valued at $1,804*50. Among the 
items were six bells, weighing 252, 225 , 223, 131, 128, and 125 pounds 
respectively, and valued at $542, or half a dollar per pound.102

A carga is the equivalent of fair fane gas (grain measure). A 
Mexican fanega is the equivalent of 2.6 bushels, therefore the total 
amount sent would equal approximately 400 bushels, see Pages 28, 50,114* 

103
H, E. Bolton, *The Founding of the Missions on the San Gabriel 

River11, Southwestern Historical Quarterly, XVII, 4 (April 1914), 343.
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the decisive factors in the resolve to abandon the two older missions
/of San Juan Bautista and San Bernardo on the Rio Grande, and relinquish

them to the secular clergy. The president of the lio Grande missions

was therefore ordered to take from these missions 1,000 head of female
goats for division among the three missions at San Xavier, and in

104
addition, horses and whatever other items might be spared.

But in spite of all efforts the mission endeavor on the San

Xavier proved a disastrous undertaking. Floods, droughts, epidemics,
Apache attacks, and desertions of the Indian populations, combined
with disagreements between the military and religious authorities

finally effected the breaking up of one mission and the withdrawal

of the two other to the San Marcos for a year, and their later transfer 
105

to the Guadalupe.

The third salient of mid-eighteenth century Spanish penetration

was projected at San Saba. The principle motivating force underlying

this movement -ms the Comanche pressure to the north of the Apache,

culminating in encroachment of the latter tribes on the Spanish border- 106
lands. This Apache advance, more than the contemplated French

intrusion, constituted a major threat to the frentier. Two lesser

motives actuated the forward movements one, the desire to epen the
107

reputedly extensive silver mines of the Llano River area; the other. * •

104
H. E. Bolton, Texas in the Middle Eighteenth Century. 239, 240.

105
Richardson, op. cit., 34.

106
Bolton, op« cit.. 78, 79•

• 107 ‘
Bolton, op. cit.. 80, 81.
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the need to project a road, a means of communication, to the New

Mexico area, now obstructed by the Comanche.

Following a request from the Apache for missions in 1745, and
the enactment of a treaty in 1749 the Francis cans endeavored to project

108
a mission system. By a decree of May 18, 1756, after a period of

inactivity cn the part of the government, authority was granted to

establish missions in the San Saba area. In this effort, the Francis-
109

cans were aided substantially by donations of a personal character, 

which enabled them to initiate a program.

From an economic point of view, the missions established in 
this area were only nominally operative, and produced only meagre 
results. They were, in fact, one of the weakest links in the chain 

of Texas mission effort. There were five major causes for their 

failure. First, the missions were dependent for their temporal exis

tence upon the personal bounty of an individual aside from the nominal 

stipend granted to all missions by the crown. In the second place, 

the hostile and nomadic character of the Apache and Comanche groups, 

among whom the missionaries sought to establish their projects, pre

vented an available concentration of population capable of being 
utilized under the mission system. of training for production. A 

third reason is found in the raids and attacks perpetrated by the

. ........  - ..
Bolton, op. cit.. 84*

109
A philanthropic mine owner, Don Pedro Romero de Terreros, 

agreed to support, for a period of three years from the time of 
founding, an unlimited number of missions for civilizing the Apache.
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Apache in 1758 and 1759; the defeat and retreat of the Spanish forces
under Parrilla in the latter year; and continuing hostile pressure on

110
the northern borders. A fourth cause for the early dissolution of 

the mission project uas the cession of Louisiana in 1762- resulting in 
the lack of further need for a buffer state, and the transfer of at

tention to the Mississippi and Louisiana area. Further, the expulsion 
of the Jesuits in 1767 combined ulth the diversion of the Santa Cruz 
missionaries to Alta California, forced this Franciscan group, to 

whom the new field was assigned, to request withdraw#, from the Coahuila 
and Texas areas. Finally, the recommendations of the Marques de Rubi,

based on his inspection of the frontier in 1767, effected the final111
blow to mission establishment in this district. He had declared 

the East Texas missions useless and had advised the withdrawal of 
San Saba.

The discussion of the San Xavier, San Saba, and Gulf Coast 

districts has been introduced for the purpose of noting a comparative 

estimate of values between these three mission areas and that of the 

economically superior missions of the San Antonio district. The con

clusion then follows, that missions established among a hostile and 

nomadic population were unsuccessful from an economic viewpoint.

Wherever the missionaries were able to combine the factors of 
land, labor, and capital under competent leadership, maintaining simul- * Ill

110
Bolton, Texae in. the. Middle Eighteenth Century. 90, 91.

Ill
Bolton, op. cit.. 107, 108.
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taneously harmonious relations ■filth civil and military agencies, 

the mission produced economically profitable results• But negative 

factors, such as isolation, restriction of trade, difficult trans

portation and communication, lack of resources, hostile populations, 

and cumbersome administration could produce only negative results. 

Citing as an example their twenty-seven years of material success, 
the Queretaran missions of San Antonio justified their existence as 

economic institutions *
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tracion del Vastisimo Obispado de la Nueva Vizcaya. 176, xiv.



Chapter 17

Pimerfa Alta

The mission advance into Pimerfa Alta in the latter part of
the seventeenth century, from the bases previously established in

1
Sinaloa and Sonora, was carried out, together with a similar move-

2
ment into Baja California, under the jurisdiction of the Jesuit

Order. In the beginning, this second forward movement, contemporaneous

with that into Texas, paralleled the reconquest of the New Mexico
3

area by De Vargas.
Pimerfa Alta was contained within an area extending northerly

4
some two hundred miles between the Altar River in Sonora and the

Gila River in present Arizona; and included the region from the San

Pedro on the east to the Colorado River and the Gulf of Lower Cali-
5

fornia, two hundred and fifty miles to the west. This total

1
H. E. Bolton, Rim of Christendom. 18. By 1620, missions had 

been planted on the Yaqui River; baptisms exceeded 17,000 in 1621; the 
rectorate at this time employed eleven Jesuits and embraced 60,000 
Mayos, Yaquis, and Lower Pimas; on the entire west coast there were 
83,340 converts in fifty-five pueblos; in 1624 there were more than 
100,000 people. See Figure 4. Map in pocket.

Zephyrin Engelhardt, "California Missions", Catholic Encyclo- 
pedla^III, 178, 179.

R. N. Richardson and C. C. Rister, The Greater Southwest, $1,
4
Bolton, op. cit.« 6.
H. E.Bolton, (trans.) Kino’s Historical Memoirs of Pimerfa Alta. 

50. See Figure 5.
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6
area covered some 50,000 square miles of virgin territory, heretofore 

untouched by Europeans.

The principal river basins included the Sonora, San Miguel, and 

Coc&spera rivers draining to the south; the San Ignacio and Altar 

flowing to the west; and the San Pedro and Santa Cruz emptying into 

the Gila on the north*
The native populations occupying Pi merle Alta in 1687, at the

time of the Jesuit penetration, consisted of the Pinas, Sobalpuria,

Papagos, and the Yuaan tribes of the Xtnas, Coooaaricopas, Cocopas,

and Quiquimas. Their villages were located on rivers whose headwaters
were found in the general vicinity of Huachuca. The Yuman tribes were
situs ted on the northwest border along the Gila and Colorado rivers;
the Pimas extended along the Altar Valley to Oquitoa and through the

San Ignacio region to the gulf coast; north of a line drawn from Tubac
to Fairbank the three groups of Sobaxpuri made their villages* Of

these three graips, one occupied the San Pedro region from Fairbank

northward; a second group lived on the Santa Croz between San Xavier
del Bac and Picacho; a third was found along the fit la River from Casa

Grande westward approximately to the Gila River Bend, in what is now
8

the Pima Reservation* West of the Santa Cruz were the Papagos* The 

San Pedro area on the east was subject to violent pressure from the

6. _ ' '/
See Chapter I. :

H. E* Bolton, Rim of Christendom. 247* The San Ignacio is given 
as the southern boundary. See Figure 6.a

Bolton, op* cit# # 246-248«
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Apache* The total Indian popelati. on during the years in which Kino
9

carried on his work numbered approximately 30,000. On Kino's first 

expedition he found ten or twelve villages with a population of per
haps 2,000 in the San Pedro Valley, and a like number of villages with

10
a population of possibly 2,500 along the Santa Cruz.

The general cultural level of these tribes in the Santa Cruz
and San Pedro valleys is observed in their development of agriculture 

11
by irrigation. The raising of cotton for clothing, and the produc

tion of maize, beans, wheat, calabashes, and melons for food indicated 

a more sedentary type of populati on and therefore more tractable to 
the discipline and influence of the mission. The Papagos, although

less advanced culturally, employed irrigation in their agriculture;
12

the Yumas raised crops without artificial means.

In their penetration of Pimerfa Alta the Spanish were well 

prepared by definite factors reaching back some four or five centuries. 
In the first place," the arid or semi-arid soil of Spain was similar 
to that of Pimeria Altaj secondly, no great timber supplies were 

available, thus making it necessary to employ adobe or stone for

9 .............  ..................  .............
Bolton, op. c'it.. 248, fn. 1. See Carl Sauer, Aboriginal 

Population of Northwestern Mexico. *"*
10
H. E. Bolton, Kino's Historical Memoirs of Pimerfa Alta. 50.

11 ...  . ' 1 . ..... : .
H. E. Bolton, Rim of Christendom. 248. Reference is made here 

to the presence of remains of ancient aqueducts and cities which im
plies a knowledge of irrigation by occupants of the region who preceded 
the Pima civilization.12

H. E. Bolton, The Padre on Horseback. 47.
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construction purposes? farther, the means of transportation was 

the hardly Spanish horse bred from Moorish or Arabian s took and adapted 

to arid regions. Lastly, with no modem methods of keeping peiishable 
foods over a long period of time, the technique of subsistence con

sisted of providing necessary supplies of meat on the hoof. The si

milarity of this area to Spain was one of degree only in its signifi- 
13

canoe.

One of the main objectives in the penetration of the Pimerfa 

Alta region is observed in the purpose of Spain to conquer, convert, 
exploit, and incorporate the native populations in order that their 
services might be employed in agricultural and extractive industries

U
for the ultimate and substantial benefit of the royal treasury.

The acquisition of mineral wealth may also be considered as a definite 
objective in the aggressive-defensive movement of the Spanish to the 

frontier. The fear of tie Russians, as In the thrust to California 

and New Mexico, and the thwarting of French designs, as in the advance 

into Texas, were of minor importance at this time, except in so far 

as the movement was a supporting part of the whole forward advance.

The main objective, that of securing a land route to California, 13 14

13 ■" ■ ■
W. P. Webb. The Great Plains. 96-98.

14
Webb., bp. cit.« 88. See also C. E. Chapman, The Founding of 

Spanish California. 15.



68

was the dominating motive of the Pimeria Alta penetration* In this

movement, the mission performed a triple function* it paved the nay

for later penetrations} it took action to hold the territory acquired}

it made preparation for the acquisition of a labor supply.

The need for such a route had been apparent to Kino in 1685, ,

twelve years prior to the first establishment by Salvatierra in the 
16

peninsula. Both Ugarte and Kino had discussed the possibilities

was 
18

the completion of a supply route from Sonora to Baja California.

His exploration and visjtas throughout Pimerdfa Alta, particularly to
the Gila and Colorado rivers, bear witness to his interest. He was

the vital fcrce in the entire movement towards the integration of 
19

the frontier.
The actual physical establishment of missions in Pimerfa Alta 

followed the pattern originated by the Dominican Order and adopted by 

the Jesuits and Franciscans. In other words, a reconnaisanoe of

of such a route. On entering Fieeria, Kino!s great objective

15
F. J. Clavigero, The History of Lower California. 235. Father 

Ugarte had decided on a plan which adopted the ideas of Kino and 
Salvatierra, namely, the exploration of the entire coast of the Gulf 
of Lower California in order that missions advancing up the Peninsula 
and the western coast of Sinaloa and Sonora would be united at the 
Colorado River. The other part of the plan included a search for 
ports for the Manila galleon trade.

16
C. E. Chapman, The Founding of Spanish California. 18.

17
Clavigero, op. cit*. 235.

18
Chapman, op. cit.. 18.

Chapman, op. cit.. 15.
19
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prospective territory m s  made "with the objective of locating first,

a sufficient concentration of natives who"might provide a labor: sup- 
20

ply. Arable land, available water supply, economic resources and 

possibilities, and possible routes of communication were other factors 

taken into consideration in establishing the physical elements of the 
mission.

From the standpoint of activity, the mission history of Pimerfa
Alta may be divided into four periods . The dominating influence of

21
Father Kino from 1687 to 1711 characterizes the first period. Between

the dose of the first period and the beginning of the second a period
22

of, stagnation appears. The restoration of abandoned missions in
23

1732, the silver discoveries at Arizonae in 1736, and the Indian 

revolts from 1739 to 1741 comprise the major events of the second 
period. The third phase of activity is marked ty the efforts of the 

German Jesuits, the Pima Revolt of 1752, a recession of activity, 

and expulsion of the Jesuits in 1767. The attempts'of-the Franciscans 

in the period following the expulsion, mark the final era of mission 
history.

From an economic standpoint, emphasis will, therefore, be cen
tered upon the activity of Father Kino. During the last quarter of 

the seventeenth century. Kino was the moving spirit and central figure

20 ' . : V: ' ",
Chapman. Ihe. Founding of Spanish California. 20.

21
Chapman, o p. dtt.. 19 ,

22

Bolton and Marshall, op. cit.« 306.

H. E. Bolton and T. M. Marshall, The Colonization of North
America. 304.

23
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in all -that -was accomplished in the Piireria Alta region of the 
northwest# The activity of Kino may be classified under his explor

atory activities and his efforts connected with the founding and 

maintaining of missions. .
Chapman indicates that although the mission was primarily a 

24
religious institution, yet this motive was considered by the govem-

25
ment merely as a means to an end, and that unless it had some other 
object in view besides religion, the government was not inclined to 

undergo expense connected with mission establishment. The government 

considered the mission as an agency of importance to open the way 
for conquest, to secure occupied territory, and to arrange for a 

labor supply. In Pimerfa Alta, Kim) gave effect to these govern

ment requirements.
Aside from religious motives actuating this Jesuit, the fact 

remains that he was a man of versatile characteristics, an entrepeneur 
in a huge business veiture. His exploratory work in Thich he engaged 
while carrying on the establishment of missions during the twenty-four 

years of his efforts in Pimerfa, covered this region from the San 
Ignacio to Casa Grande, and from the San Pedro and Santa Cruz to the

24
Chapman, op. cit. # 15. In footnote 3# Engelhardt is quoted:II,6, 

"The men who presumed to guide the destinies of Spain, then, and as a 
rule ever since, cared naught for the success of religion or the welfare 
of its ministers, except in so far as both could be used to promote 
political schemes."

25
Chatman, op. cit.. 15.

26 • ■ ' . -

Ibid.
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27
Colorado and the Gulf. In twenty-one years, Kino writes, wI have

made from the first pueblo of Nuestra Senora de los Dolores more than

fcrty expeditions to the north, west, northwest, smd southwest, of
28

fifty, eighty, one hundred, two hundred, and more leagues, ..." The
basis of his eyp loratory work was the desire to establish a supply

29
route to California, to prepare the way for further conquests.

But the principal phase of Kino’s activity is found in the estab-
30

lishment of missions and visitas. Corollary to this was the develop

ment of farms and stock ranches. Kino arrived in Piireria Alta in 1687
31

after collaborating with Salvatierra, in the movement to Baja Cali-
32

fccrnia, to which Kino was originally assigned. On March 12, 1687 the
mission of Nuestra SeSora de los Dolores was established near Cucurpe

on one of the upper branches of the Sonora River, Within the next
eight years. Kino had entrenched the mission system in the -Altar Valley 

33
region. By 1696, stock ranches had been founded in the Santa Cruz

27
Chapman, op. cit,, 19, 20. See also H. E. Bolton, The Spanish 

Borderlands. 19$.
28

H. E. Bolton, Spanish Explorations in the Southwest. 443.
29

Chapman, op, cit,. 18,
30
H. E. Bolton. Rim of Christendom, 270.

31
Chapman, op, cit,. 18.

32
H, E. Bolton, Spanish Explorations in the Southwest. 440, 1.11, n.3 

Kino elsewhere gives the date as the thirteenth.
33

Chapman, op, cit,. 19. Among the missions established by Kino 
were those of San Ignacio, Tubutama, Gaborca, Cocospera, and Santa 
Maria Suamca.
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34
and San Pedro valleys, to •which Kino had gone for the purpose of •

arranging supply for an extension of the frontier missions. By 1702

due to his efforts, the missionary frontier had been extended to San
35

Xavier del Bac, Tumacacori, and Guebavi in the Santa Cruz Valley.

In Kino's development of ranching and stock raising, Bolton states

that this work alone would mark him as an "unusual business man and
36

make him worthy of remembrance.

Previous reference has been matte to the mission practice where
by older missions supplied those in the process of being founded with 
necessary supplies in so fhr as their ability would permit. These 

supplies included item varying from mission furniture, clothing, 

grain, and agricultural equipment to livestock. Maintenance was also 
provided until crops at the new missions yielded adequate returns. 

Such supplies had been furnished to Kino by the older missions to the 

east and south upon the establishment of M s  first mission, Nuestra

Sen ora de los Dolores. In turn, he provided new establishments with
■: 37

like assistance. Hi thin fifteen years, according to Bolton, from 
the small units furnished him, on his entry to Piraeria, Kino had 
established in the river valleys of this region the beginnings of a

34
H. E. Bolton, Spanish Borderlands. 198.

35
Chapman, op. gLt.« 20.

36
H. E. Bolton, Padre on Horseback, 64.

37
Bolton, op. cit.. 64.
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38
stock raising industry itiich has persisted to the present day. The

purpose of Kino in these establishments was in no nay personal. The

effort was initiated for two distinct reasons $ to furnish a food

supply for the mission Indians, and to place these missions on a basis
39

of economic prosperity and independence.
The economic efforts of Kino are reflected in several instances.

At the founding of Caborca, Kino sent this mission 115 head of cattle
• v - ■: .40 . • .. • ■: ' . _ ;

and a like number of sheep. In 1699 a ranch was established at

Sonoita for the purpose of supplying the mission there, furnishing

fib od for the missions of California, and as a base of supplies for 
- :v : . ' 41

future explorations undertaken to the lumas and Cocomaricopas. In
1700 a herd of 1400 cattle at the mission Dolores was divided into

two equal parts, of which one was driven to the new mission of San 
■ 42 . : . ' , - : ,1 

Xavier del Bac. In the same year, 700 cattle were sent to Salva-

38
Bolton, op. cit.. 64. yIn the valleys of the Magdalena, Altar, 

Santa Cruz, San Pedro, and Sonoita, There Kino established the begin
nings of present day ranches, are nearly twenty places which owe their 
present existence to the original efforts of Kino. Stock ranches 
established by him or directly under his supervision include Dolores, 
Caborca, Tubutama, San Ignacio, Irauris, Magdalena, Qulburi, Tumacacori, 
Cocospera, San Xavier del Bac, Bacoancos, Guebavi, Siboda, Busanic, 
Sonoita, San Lazaro, Siric, Santa Barbara, and Santa Eulalia.

39 ' ....... ............. ..........
Bolton, op. dt.. 65.

40
Ibid.

41
Ibid.

42
Bolton, op. cit.. 66.
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,43
tierra at Loreto on the Peninsula. Kino furnished Father Ugarte

on the Peninsula in 1702, cows, sheep, goats, horses, mules, and
44

provisions fcr the missions in that area. ;
45

In reporting to Philip V, February 2, 1710, on the beginnings

and progress of the missions in Pi ire ri a Alta, Kino writes as follows i

And now they have their missions well-founded ... 
at San Ignacio, San Joseph de Himires (sic), and Santa 
Maria Magdalenaj and ... Tubutana, Santa Tereza (sic) 
and ... Uquitoa. Besides, there are good beginnings of 
baptisms, building of churches and houses, cattle, 
sheep and goats, horses, sowings and harvests of wheat, 
maize, beans, etc. in ... Gaborca, Busanio, and in 
other parts. 4o . •

In Book IV of the same letter to Philip V, a report is made of the 
■ ' 47

temporal means of the missions. Plantings of wheat, maize, frijoles,

chick-peas, beans, lentils, etc. are mentioned. Vineyards producing
wine for the masses, and sweet cane plsntirgs for syrup and panocha 

48 49 :
were begun. Of fruit trees. Kino mentions eight varieties, all

' . ■ 50 .
European stock transplanted to the New World. Twelve varieties

Bolton, op. cit.. 66.
44

Clavigero, The History 6f Lower California. 192.
45

H. E. Bolton, Spanish Explorations in the Southwest. 434.
46 •

Bolton, op. cit.. 444.
47 • :

Bolton, op. d.t.f 457. — .
48

Panocha is a fora of candy made from boiling sap.
49

Bolton, op. d t . . 458.
50

Ibid.
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of garden truck are mentioned, and even f loners are not omitted 
51

from his report* On the subject of grazing. Kino indicated that
the ranches nere well stocked with cattle, sheep, and goats, droves
of mares, horses, sumpters, mules, pack animals for transportation

and commerce. The facilities for sheep ranching were discussed, and
52

the production of tallow, suet, and soap was reported.

Part of the report was devoted to the assistance rendered for 
missions in the process of being founded. In this respect. Kino 
referred to the aid given by Dolores to. the mission , of Santa Marfa 

de Bagota, twenty-taro leagues distant. Kino's own mission of Dolores 
was actually arranging for and delivering to the new mission, vest
ments for mass, 300 head of cattle for the ranch, 100 head of sheep, 

a house in which to live, the beginnings of a church, with provisions 

and the necessary furnishings of a house, and the beginnings of 

sowings and crops of wheat and maize. Almost as much was given. Kino 

wrote, to the ialue of 3,000 pesos, from the stock of Nuestra Senora

de los Dolores, a few years previously, for the founding and equip-
53

ment of the mission of San Ignacio. On the founding of Gaborca.

: . 51 , .. ' . • , - ' • ;
Garden products mentioned by Kino include cabbages, melons, 

watermelons, white cabbage, lettuce, onions, leek, garlic, anise, 
pepper, mustard, and mint. Castilian roses and lilies are mentioned. 
The fruit trees include fig. quince, orange, pomegranate, peach, 
apricot, pears, and apple.

52
......Bolton, op. cit.. 457. 458.

53
Bolton, op. cit., 461. See also, H. E. Bolton, Rim of 

ChristendomT 325.
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Kino agreed to send Saeta 100 head of cattle, 100 sheep and goats,

saddle and pack animals, a drove of twenty mares with their colts,

sixty fane gas (156 bushels) of wheat and maize, ■together with house- 
54

hold effects.
Apparently aid similar to the contributions of the Pious Fund

was also received. Kino writes of various benefactors, missionary
fathers of the old missions, as well as secular donors, who promised
aid in the form of live stock such as cattle, sheep, goats, and

horses as well as clothing, garments, provisions, and silver, the
55

whole amounting to more than 20,000 pesos.
A description of the mission of Dolores exemplifies the 

temporal efforts of Kino* Within eight years from the time of found
ing, the church, residence, and other buildings had been constructed 

of stone or adobe. Farm buildings and workshops, a blacksmith’s 

forge, a carpenter shop, and a water mill indicate the program of 

construction. Arable land had been planted to grain, wheat, and 

maize, and a garden with an orchard was in flourishing c m  dition.
56

Herds of cattle, horses, and oxen were maintained on mission property.

The establishment of missions in Pimerla Alta was affected 

by opposition arising both from the frontier and from Mexico. Friction 

between military guards and natives, resulting in outrages upon the 
Indians, and retaliation on their part, were instrumental in bringing

54
H. E. Bolton, Rim of Christendom. 293.

55
H. E. Bolton, Spanish Exploration in the Southwest. 460, 461.

56
H. E. Bolton, Rim of Christendom. 323, 324.
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on the revolt of 1694• The raids of the Apache on the villages of 

Pimerfa further affected the economy of the mission system by the 
interruption of productive effort, and by the destruction of mission 
properties and stock. Secondly, the missions also suffered from lack 

of royal support occasioned by the transfer of interest in the missions 
to the more recent efforts in the Califoraias. Further disruption 
was caused by attempts to secularize the missions. Secularization 
was desired by the government as a revenue measure, a means of in
creasing funds through the taxation of the Indian a, once they weze 
removed from mission control. The secular clergy anticipated tithes 
which would result from such a change of status. Civil authorities
and civilians hoped for a change in order to appropriate and exploit

57
mission properties and Indian labor. A period of stagnation was

in progress even before the death of Kino, aid eventually led to the
58

abandonment of several of the missions. In 1715 an attempt was made 
to secure Jesuit jurisdiction north of the Gila, although the area 

had been allotted to the Franciscans. The ulterior motive in this ^

57
Bolton, op. dt.. 595.

58
Chapman, Th# Founding *of Spanish California. 24•
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movement, according to Bancroft, was the establishing of bases in
the lower Gila Valley with a final objective in California or the

59
northeast, whichever was the most feasible.

The arrival of German Jesuits in 1725 engendered a period

of activity, in which Keller and Sedelmayr were prominent leaders
up to 1736. At this time, the discovery of silver at Arizonac
introduced a type of population which tended to increase the ill-
feeling and friction with the native tribes, resulting in the revolts

60
of 1737, 1740, and 1741# Meanwhile, the frontier had been sub
jected to Apache attacks in 1739. Fran 1743 to 1750 a period of 
exploratory work was undertaken by Father Sedelmayr, ostensibly to 

reach the Moqui country, although Bancroft takes the attitude that
the real objective was the uniting of the Sonora and Baja California 

61
mission chains.

The natural result of the unsettled condition on the frontier

within the Jesuit area was a disruption of mission economy. On Novem-
62

her 20, 1751, a general uprising of the Pinas took place with con

sequent destruction of missions and properties. Follow!ng this revolt 

an acrinonious discus sion was carried on between the government

59
Chapman, op. cit.. 24.

60
Chapman, op, dt*. 29.

61
Chapman, op. cit.. 30.62
R. C. Ewing, "The Pima Uprising of 1751* A Study of Spanish- 

Indian Relations on the Frontier of New Spain," reprinted from Greater 
America. 260.
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authorities and the Jesuits over the question of responsibility
and causes for the uprising. By this time the economic effectiveness

of the missions had been reduced. In addition, the repeated attacks
63

of the Apache, and the pending revolts in Sonora, added-further 

destructive effects on the mission economy. Prosperity failed to 
return to the missions after the revolt, even though they were re—

64 -
occupied. The establishments were further demoralized by eeculari-

65 -
zation of many of the missions by March 9, 1775.

With the expulsion of the Jesuits in 1767# the Franciscans 
assumed charge of the area. However, as their jurisdiction was 
purely spiritual and the temporal affairs were left in the hands 

of the military, disruption occurred similar to that which took

place in Baja California. In June, 1768, Father Garcds took up
. ■ -■ ' . 66

his residence at San Xavier del Bac. The Franciscan mission effort 

and the expedition pf Juan Bautista de Anza whidi followed, fall 

within the discussion on Alta California.

63
Chapman, The. Founding «of Spanish California. 44.64
Chapman, op, cit.. 45, 46.

65
Chapman, op. cit.. 48.66
Chapman, op. cit.. I46.



Chapter V

Baja California

Baja California is a peninsula 760 miles in length and 

from thirty to fifty miles wide, lying to the west and northwest 

of Mexico of which it is politically a part. In area it is 

about the size of the state of Illinois, and in length about that 

of Italy.
The peninsula is dominated throughout its entire length 

by a gpine of rugged, mountainous terrain, with the crest of an 
eastern escarpment lying close to the gulf. There are also several 

smaller ranges among which are found mesquite covered arroyos and 

dry river beds. A second physiographic feature of importance is 

an extension of the Sonora desert ranging between a convex bulge 

at the twenty—seventh parallel to a similar outward bend at the
thirtieth. From this latter parallel, the Colorado desert dominates

'  ̂ 3 • : 'the northeastern coast. Further south a savanna development and 

the Magdalena Plain are important characteristics. The climate is 

generally arid with variations in slight rainfall depending upon

1
Encyclopedia Britannica, IV, 597.
2 ■ '
Carl Sauer and Peveril Meigs, "Lower California Studies", 

University of California Publications in Geography. H ,  9 (September 
30, 1927) 271, 272. ""

3
Peveril Meigs, The Dominican Mission Frontier of Lower Cali

fornia. 6, Fig. 2. "
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the locality. Fog is prevalent on the Pacific slopes. From an 

economic standpoint, the peninsula was unfavorable for the establish
ment of missions.

The founding of missions in Baja California was undertaken by

a series of movements covering four chronological periods during which

three ecclesiastical orders exercised jurisdiction. The first phase

consisted of exploratory work from 1535 to 1685. In 1697 the Jesuits
penetrated the peninsula. Their advance was characterized by three 

4
stagesi first, a pioneering effort from 1697 to 1730} secondly, by 

an Indian revolt from 1730 to 1740; finally, by a period of decline 
ending in 1768 with their expulsion. From an external standpoint 
this period was characterized by three movements; a parallel thrust 
into Pimeria Alta, a contemporaneous mission advance into Texas, and 

a reconquest of New Mexico by De Vargas. Following the Jesuits a 

transitory intrusion of the Franciscans took place from April, 1768 

to May 12, 1773, when the Dominican Order then assumed full adminis
tration, although several members of their Order had arrived in the 

meantime. The Dominican control continued to the end of the mission

effort in the early nineteenth century.
5

The attractive forces underlying the penetration into Baja 

California in the exploratory period consisted-of attempts to find.a

4
Sigismundo Tar aval, (trans. by Marguerite E. Wilbur) The Indian 

Mission Uprising in Lower California. 8.
5
Eusebio Kino, (trans., ed., and annot. by H. E. Bolton) Kino's 

Historical Memoirs of Pimeria Alta. I, 35.
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passage through the land mass to the Indies, to effect colonization,

and to acquire material wealth. Later movements Included these ob—
':x .

jectives and, in addition, the establishment of protection for the 
projected Alta California settlements, the opening of bases of supply

for the Manila' galleon trade,-and the building and maintenance of '
: '

lines of communication and supply.

In attempting to meet these objectives, two factors were in

volved; first, the character of the native population; secondly, the• . ? V
r : : r - , • • "

nature of the supply line. Tito population consisted of the "gathering

type of native, existing at a low cultural level in semi-permanent
: - \ 6villages under a weak form of tribal organization. In the concen—

n

tration and utilization of these tribes> their cultural characteristics 

were of predominating importance. The bases of supply were located 

mainly id thin the areas of Sinaloa and Sonora on the mainland coast of 

Mexico, thus making the occupation and maintenance of; Baja California

6 : / . .
P. Meigs, The Dominican Mission Frontier of Lower California.

41, 42. Father Sigismundo. Taraval, (trans. by Marguerite E. Wilbur)
The Indian Uprising in Lower California. 4, 5« Father Baegert 
estimates that the total Indian population was not more than 50,000 
prior to the arrival of the Spaniards. These were divided into three 
main groups* The Pericues or Edues from Cape San Lucas to the twenty- 
fourth parallel; the hostile Vaieuros, a tribe of the Edues, living 
along the coast from La Paz to Loreto; the second group, members of 
the Monqui, living in the immediate vicinity of Lore to; the Cochimies, 
or Laymones, largest and most intelligent, inhabited the north.

7
/ H. H. Bancroft, History of California. XVIII, I, 20. The bases - 

in 1678 consisted of the district of San Felipe y Santiago, approximate
ly the modern Sinaloa above Culiacan, aid the northern district of San 
Ignacio de Yaqui, part of northern Sonora. In these two areas were 
located nineteen missions, forty-six pueblos, nineteen padres, and 
34,000 neophytes. See Figure 7.
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possible only through the execution of a series of overseas expedi- 8
tions. This maritime element marked the difference between the 

extension of the frontier in Baja California and that in areas such 
as Texas and New Mexico.

The first phase of advance, that of exploratory work, was
9undertaken by a preliminary thrust by Cortes in 1535 preceded by

10
a futile effort eleven years earlier. The voyages of Francisco

11 . 12 
de Ulloa in 1539-1540, and Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo in 1542-1543, '

with an intervening land expedition led by Melchior Diaz in 1540

around the head of the Gulf, followed the ineffectual efforts of

Cortes, A fifty year interlude of inactivity ensued. Renewal of

interest was demonstrated by Sebastian Vizcaino in 1597. and 1602

by exploration and survey, which included the Pacific side of the

peninsula and by an attempt to found a colony at Santa Cruz (La Paz).

Shortly after the first quarter of the seventeenth century, Ortega,

in 1634, made an effort to establish a colony on the site of the
ill-fated effort of Vizcaino, but met with similar results. A second

halt in the advance, colored only by an occasional pearl hunting

8
C. E. Chapman, A History of California. 172, 

9
Bancroft, op, cit,. XVIII, I, 6.10
Bancroft, op. dt,. 1, 2,

Bancroft, op, cit,. 7,
12
Bancroft, op. cit,. 13.

13
Ibid.
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expedition, nas broken in 1683, tdien Atondo y Antilion sailed from

Chacala for La Paz, accompanied by Fathers Juan SalvatLerra ami
14

EuseMo Kino, together with 100 colonists. This project, as

in all previous attempts, met with reverses and ended in dismal 
failure due mainly to lack of supplies and hostility of the natives.

The expenditures for these various efforts to establish settlements
15

in Baja California included the cost of forty vessels, six entradas
z 14 15 16 17ordered by the king, and 300,000 dollars advanced by Cortes. Bancroft

states that the estimated cost of the expedition of 1683-1685 amounted 
17

to 225,400 pesos. A dozen individuals had also made private 
attempts.

The second period of advance was dominated by Jesuit activity 
for which the way had been paved by preceding expeditions, particularly 

that of Atondo to vhich reference has been made. Under the royal 

license granted to the Jesuits on February 5, 1697, the occupation 
of the Californias was assumed by this Order at its own expense. One 

of the principal features of the contract was the provision by which 

the entire project was placed under Jesuit control. This was true 
not only in spiritual matters, but in temporal activity as well, and 

included the hiring and command of troops. A similar method used in

14
Bancroft, op, d t . . 24.

15
Entrada indicates an expedition or entry.

16
H. H. Bancroft, History of the North Mexican States and Texas. 

XV, I, 277, 280.
17
Bancroft, op. cit.. 192.
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Paraguay had met vd-th success.

In October, 1697, Father Juan Salvatierr® crossed the Gulf 

of Baja California and established the first permanent European 

settlement of the Californias, the mission of Nuestra Senora de 
Loreto, at the Bahia de San Dionisio. Eventually, fifteen suc

cessful missions were established in a chain extending from Cape 
San Lucas at the southern tip of the peninsula to a point just south 
of the thirtieth parallel. During the establishment of this mission 

chain the Jesuit effort was affected by positive and negative factors.

The physical character of the area, the low cultural level of the 
20

natives, and the lack of necessary funds were negative factors
with which the padres were immediately faced in attempting to solve

their problem. One of the few advantageous factors at the initiation

of their program was the presence in Mexico City, of the Provincial

General of the Order, Father Sanatella, who was agreeable to the 
21

project. The pressing need of an organized system of administration, 

and a sound and adequate financial plan as an asset in the planting 

of these missions, was provided through the activity of Father 
Juan Salvatierra and the business acumen and energy of Father Juan 
Ugarte. 18 19 20 21

18
Chapman, .The Founding of Spanish California. 174*

19
Juan J. Baegert, (trans. by Pedro R. Hendrichs) Not!das De La 

Peninsula Americana de California. 146, See Appendix II. See Figure 8.
20
Chapman, op. cit,. 173.

21
Ibid.
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The adopted plan reduced the government of the mis sions to a 
22

regular system. The system functioned through 'two major branches; 

the administrative, and the financial. Through the financial branch 

fun* and supplies were procured. The finds nere obtained from sodrces 

such as aid from the crown, fines, tithes, donations, and endowments. 

The Pious Fun4 oorais ting of gifts or donations from individuals 
interested in religious efforts, was originated at this time. Supplies 

were obtained by gifts, outright purchases, and from the sale of 

available surplus agricultural and industrial products from the 
missions.

In accordance with the plan* the heed of the administration

in its early stages on the peninsula was the father superior. To

him were also referred the problems of finance. Padres, soldiers,

and natives were subject to his discipline and control. With the

grc*rth of the mission chain in distant, rugged areas, the difficulty

of rapid communication and efficient control became apparent. In

order to effect closer supervision, the peninsula was divided into

three distinct districts over each of which a rector was placed in
charge. The rector occupied a similar position to those in his own
district as had previously been held over the entire peninsula hy

the father superior. The rectors, in turn, were responsible to a 
23

visitador appointed by the provincial every three years from among * 23

Bancroft, op. cit., 430.
23
Inspector.

22
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the missionaries. To assist the visitador a consMlta or council of

old and experienced priests vas appointed. Among other duties, the

•yisitador -mas required to visit all missions during his term of office.
24

One step upward in the hierarchy was tie visitador general to whom

the visitadores reported. His duties required the visiting of each
mission every third year. The control was thus effected from missionary

through rector, visitador. visitador general, and provincial to
25

general.

On the temporal side, the soldiers also came under a rigid form 

of control. They were first responsible to a captain stationed at 

Loreto, who, under the visitador. was supreme in all civil, judicial, 

and military matters. In later years, the mission fleet was assigned 

to his command; and control of maritime affairs on the California 

coasts came under his jurisdiction. To him pearl fishers produced 
their licensee; f ran them he collected the royal dues. Each mission 

was allotted one soldier as a guard, who , in his own sphere, carried 

out the functions of the captain at Loreto. In addition, the further 

duty of acting in temporal matters, such as the distribution of rations 

to the Indians in the absence of the padre, fell to the soldier. For 

this, he received additional compensation from the mission, punishment 

of the cdiverts by the soldier was restricted to infractions of a 
minor character. Offenses requiring further action were adjudicated by 24 25

24
The visitador general supervised all traveling inspectors in 

addition to making his own inspection.
25
Bancroft, op, cit,. XV, I, 430-433.



the captain.

Theoretically, the mission was established for -the purpose of

converting the natives. Factually, the Indian was concentrated at
the mission with the dbjective of utilising him as rapidly as possible

in agricultural or industrial employment. Ey disciplining him
through force, if persuasion would not prevail, by the imposition of

26
fines and tithes, or by the abuse of the confessional, the objective

of the mission establishment, that of providing security for the

frontier, was fulfilled. ;

Tire successful operation and administration of the financial

branch of the Jesuit mission system was effected through an officer
27

known as the procurador. In his duties, he was assisted by subordinate 
superintendents, local procuradores. and agents not regularly attached 

to the mission system, but who acted in special cases in much the same 

way as the present day chandler. These agents were instrumental 

in the collection of limosnas or alas, in the facilitating of purchases, 
and in arranging for the transportation of supplies. The procurador 

was responsible for the collection and disbursement of funds; the 
exercise of due caution in safeguarding property and monies entree ted 

to his care; and the use of judgment in the investment of such funds 

as were received by the Society. Subordinate superintendents were 
responsible for the estates over which they were given supervision, 
and, in turn, were responsible to the procurador. * *

W. H. Callcott, Church and State in Mexico, 11.

Clavigero, op. cit. 375.' The procurador as aimed duties much 
like the modern comptroller or executive.

26
27
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The fund supervised by the procure dor was known as the Pious 
28

Fund. The origin of this fund is fbund in the donations received
by Salvatierra and Ugarte in their first attempt to establish missions

29
in Baja California. The necessity for requesting such donations

•was due to the nature of the enterprise, the obligations ass w e d  under
. . .  . .the exclusive contract with the crown, and the inability of the

Jesuit Order to meet the expense without financial assistance from

external sources. The immediate response to requests for the fund 
30 ,

were generous. The Count of Miravalles and the Marques of Buena
31

Vista immediately subscribed 2,000 dollars. The additional sum of

8,000 dollars contributed by the congregation of Dolores was later
increased to 12,000 or an annual revenue of 500; and Juan Caballero

y Oslo, a wealthy priest from Queretaro, subscribed 20,000 dollars

for the establishment of two other missions. In addition, he
32

promised to honor all drafts signed by Salvatierra. Other gifts 

or loans were made available. Pedro (Mil de la Sierpe, the royal 
treasurer of Acapulco, presented Salvatierra with a launch and the 28 29 30 * 32

28
H. E. Bolton, Rim of Christendom. 343.

29 •
Supra. 86.

30 ' -
See Appendix III, this thesis.

•■■■■' 31
Bancroft, op. cit.,, 280, and H. E. Bolton, Rim of Christendom. 

343# Bolton indicates the amounts in dollars; Bancroft records the 
value in pesos.32 .... . - . . . . . . . . . . . .

Bolton, op. cit.. 343.
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33
use of a galliot* With these donations it -was pos sible to proceed 

■ssith plans for mission establishments. At first, the donors retained 

in their own possession the principal sum pledges, merely paying the 

interest of $00 pesos annually to the proourador in Mexico City. This
34

practice was discontinued in 1716, due to the bankruptcy of one 
donor and the consequent loss of the principal, and the sum was then 

paid in full to the proourador for deposit in the fund. The monies 

thus received were then reinvested in haciendas, ranches, and other 

forms of real property and administered under the supervision of the 

Society.

Shortly after the fund had been originated, problems of a 

serious character arose. It appears that gifts both in number and 
value began to decrease. Investigation disclosed evidence that the 

causes were inimical reports spread by disaffected soldiery and com

plaints from, pearl fishers against the Jesuits by whom they were 

restricted in respect to illicit traffic among the Indians. The 

government desired to encourage the pearl fisheries from whom it 
secured re venue. The loss of income to the Jesuits and the necessity 

for increased revenue by the government were centered in the pearl 
fisheries question. - An impasse, therefore, resulted which made it 
evident to Philip V that the Jesuits could not accomplish their 

objective without farther financial assistance in view of these 
attendant circumstances. Therefore, at the Council of the Indies in

33
A galliot was a small sharp-prowed vessel, either propelled 

by oars as a galley, or with the addition of a small sail.
34
Chapman, op. cit.. 182.



1702, an annual subsidy of 6,000 pesos, together with the maintenance

of t*o missionaries, was granted at royal expense. This amount was

shortly after increased to 7,000 pesos, the maintenance of thirty

soldiers was provided, and arrangements made for church parapharnalia.

Eventually the subsidy reached 30,000 pesos. With this assistance
35

the Pious Fund was able to provide the necessary difference.

In 1703 the Jesuit monopoly as contained in the original
contract was waived and effective occupation by whatever means possible

36
was adopted as government policy. Meanwhile, with the passage of

time, gifts both in number and magnitude increased. Perhaps the most

munificent donation was that made by the Marques de Villapuente in

1735. In making provision for a umber of missions, he provided for

the transfer to the Jesuit Order of 700,000 acres of land in Tamaulipas

together with all herds and buildings on the property. A member of -the
Borja (Borgia) family, the Duqesa de Gandia, bequeathed 62,000 pesos

in 1747. Another significant amount of 330,000 pesos was left by
•bsefa Paula de Arguelles in 176$. On one occasion, the gift of a

37
ship valued at 14,000 pesos was received. Various sources estimated

the total eventually received from 500,000 to 1,000,000 pesos on which
38

there was an annual return of five percent. Although the purpose for 35 36 37 38

35
Chapman, op. cit.. 177.

36 .
Chapman, op. cit.. 177.

37
Bancroft, op. d t . , 293.

38
Chapman, op. cit,. 182. The list of donors up to 1737 is

found in Appendix III, this thesis.
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which the fund had been originated was primarily for the founding

and maintenance of missions, after the expulsion of the Jesuits the

fund was employed for other purposes, on occasion, as in the expedi-
39

tions of 1769, 1775, and 1776 to Alta Califbrais.

Reference has been made to the supply of the missions by gifts,
outright purchases, and sale and utilization of mission products when 

40
available. Although no such complete zecords of agricultural and 

stock raising activities acre available from the Jesuits as were main
tained by the Dominicans in this area, yet it appears, according to

41Bancroft, that by the middle of the eighteenth century the Baja 

California missions were nearly self-supporting in the production of 
grain, fruits, live stock, and other standard supplies. In the 

diary of Father Cl&vigero nmaeroas references are made to the supplies 

furnished by the missionaries to each other for the purpose of main-
42

tenance, the founding of new missions, and for equipping expeditions.

An example of this type of economic support is observed at the mission

of Santa Gertrud!s in 1752, where sheep, goats, horses, mules, and
43

provisions were contributed to the founding of new missions. For

39 '
C3a vigero, (trans. by S. E. Lake and A. A. Gray) The History 

of (Lower) California. 148, fn.103. At one time Father Kino sent 700 
cattle to Father Salvatierra in Lower California.

40
Bancroft, op. Git., 467. Z. I&igelhardt, "Missions" The Catholic 

Encyclopedia, HI, 178, 179. Father Engelhard! Indicates that no statis
tics exist from which the success of the Jesuit missionary labors can 
be estimated, as the government did not require minute reports at this 
time. See Appendix IV^this thesis.

41 ...... ' ' 'Bancroft, History of the North Mexican States and Texas. XV, I, 467.
.42

See Appendix V, this the sis.
C la vigero, op. dt*. 330.43



increasing agricultural prodaetion. Father link, in 1763, introduced
44

crop rotation, planting c o m  and wheat alternately* Viticulture was

introduced by Father Luyando in the planting of over 500 grape vines
45

and imported plants. In soil which Luyando found adaptable to the

production of grain and com, the first harvest yielded 100 fane gas
46

or 260 bushels j his fourth harvest returned ten times that mount.
Within two decades prior to the expulsion of the Jesuits, the 

estates of the Pious Fund were amply sufficient to meet the needs of 

the missions. The government had taken over the maintenance of the 

military establishments and thus relieved the missions of that res
ponsibility. Meanwhile, the tendency on the part of the missions had 

been to break away from the mercantilist policy of Spain. Arrangements 

were made for a yearly visit by the Manila galleon, and trade was en

couraged with other vessels. The pearl fisheries were favored, and 

trade was carried on by means of barter. Due to these broader policies 

profitable farming and stock raising cm a small scale were made possible.
The expatriation of the Jesuits was commenced in New Spain on 

47
June 25, 1767. As a result, the mission activity of the Jesuits 

ended. In 1768 the last of the Jesuits had M t  Baja California. On 
January 25, 1768, an inventory of Jesuit properties in the peninsula 44 45 46 47

44
Clavigero, op. d t .. 340, 341.

45
Clavigero. op. dt.. 263, 264.

46
Ibid.

47 z
Francisco Palou, (ed., by H. E. Bolton) Historical Memoirs of 

New California. I, 3.
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was made by Portals. The inventory showed 7,000 pesos in money and

60.000 pesos in goods for soldiers* pay. There were other items in

the inventory: mission cattle, vestments, church plate, and other
48

mission property. Palou, in his report of February 12, 1772, quotes

an anonymous document indicating the total amount of the Pieros Fund
49

at 500,000 pesos. later, he compared this amount with that indicated

in the report of Man giro, director of temporalities, and found it

to be substantially the same. On December 30, 1793, Viceroy Revilla

Gigedo, in his report to the Court of Spain, reported a total of 
50

800.000 pesos.

In the seventy years of Jesuit activity on the peninsula of
Baja California, definite and valuable contributions had been made.

First, the east coast had been charted and both coasts explored and

surveyed, together with adjacent islands. Secondly, the interior had

been explored to within 100 miles of the present internaticnal boundary.

In the third place, the development of the Pious Fund had become an

economic factor of major importance. Further, the padres had founded

twenty-three missions, of vhich fourteen had proved successful. In

addition a system of mission life had been formulated which Chapman
51

indicates has never been surpassed, and with it there had been insti-

48
Bancroft, op. cit. 478, 480.

49 ,
Palau, op. cit., 222, 223, 224. See Appendix VI for detail of funds.

50
Bancroft, op. cit.. 430-433.

51
Chapman, op. cit*. 180.



tuted a plan of imstruction both in religion and the useful industrial 

and agricultural occupations. Routes of communication had been estab

lished and maintained in difficult terrain and among hostile natives. 

Reports of a scientific character on geography ami ethnology had been 

submitted. A system of supply involving the problems of overland and 
overseas transportation m t h  the peculiar requirements of packaging, 

•warehousing, and trans-shipping of cargo had been solved. Finally, 

by the inauguration of irrigation systems, by a more intensive system 

of cultivation, by the introduction of improved stock on their ranches, 

bases of supply were created for the first of the missions to be estab

lished in Alta Cali&rnia. XTithout these bases, perhaps their greatest 
economic contribution, it appears doubtful whether the supplies neces

sary for the first expeditions for the occupancy of the northern area 

could have been provided in sufficient time to thwart the encroachments 

of the English and Russian advance. The fact that the Jesuits had 

already placed their missions on a production basis made the first 

expedition to Alta California possible, even though the Franciscans 
were in charge at the time, and in spite of the mal-administration of 
the soldier commissioners immediately prior to the Franciscan assump

tion of control. The dependency of Alta California on the peninsula 

was demonstrated at the time of the first settlement made at San
Diego, wten the lower missions furnished "food, church furniture, tools,

52
seed, live stock, and other necessaries of life." Later contributions 
to the missions of Alta CaLiihmia were made after the Franciscans 
assumed control.

52
Clavigero, op. cit.. vii



The third period of mission activity in Baja California falls

within the authority of the Franciscan Order. This period of mission

administration was transitional, an interlude of approximately five
53

years between the Jesuit occupancy and the Dominican management. The

work consisted largely of attempts to reorganize and adjust an area

thrown into ronfusion by the enforced, hasty withdrawal of the Jesuits,
54

and the mal-administrati on exercised by the military commissioners
55

who assumed charge pending the arrival of the Franciscans. Originally,
the plan of the Franciscans in Jbunding missions was to proceed in an

unbroken chain to the north. Knowledge of the area had been obtained
56

through the explorations of the Jesuits, Consag and Link, and fire* 

the investigations ihidh the Franciscans themselves had conducted in 

1769. They were thus aware of favorable sites which might be utilized 

for missions. The plan, however, was not adopted due to the policy 

which demanded immediate occupation of strategic "points in the more 

northerly area, Alta California. To this policy Father Juniper o Serra 53 54 55 56 *

53 ■'■ ■ ■■ " ■ •
Chapman, History of California. 185* and Peveril Meigs, The 

Dominican Mission Frontier of Dower California. 1
54 ,
Clavigero, op. cLt.. 151, fn. 116. Palou, op. cit.. 31-33•

55
Chapman, The Founding of California. 105. Military control existed 

from April 6, 1768 to August 12, 1768 when the temporal control was res
tored to the missions. Palou, op. cit.. 32.

56
Clavigero, op. cit.. 328-330, 357, 358. Meigs, op. cit., 10.

The viewpoint is taken that the expedition of Link in 1768-1769 bad a 
direct relation to the history of Alta California. These explorations 
chiefly determined the route of the 1769 expedition under Rivera.
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v

57
was also agreeable.

The Franciscan program was initiated by a group of missionaries, 

among when fathers Junipero Serra, Francisco Palou, and Juan Crespl 

were outstanding. These padres arrived at Loreto on April 1, 1768, 

after a delay of about nine months due to unfavorable circumstances.
Two major administrative and economic problems faced them on their 
arrival.

From an administrative standpoint, the work of the missionaries 

was hampered by the presence of soldier commissioners to whan the 

supervision of agricultural and economic resources had been assigned. 

This situation was corrected on April 12, 1768, by a decree of the

visitador general. Galvez, by which all temporalities were turned
58

over to the padres.

From an economic standpoint, many of the missions were in an 

exhausted condition. In sane cases the destruction of crops and 

herds by the soldier commissioners lad jeopardized the subsistence 

of the Indiansj and there were other economic evils which needed ad

justment. Investigation by the visitador general disclosed the lack 
of arable land and an adequate water supply in several of the missions3

57
Meigs, op. d t . . 1. 58

58 VPalou, op. d t . , 33-35. From an administrative standpoint, 
the military commissioners were primarily unfitted for their work. 
From an economic standpoint, they were injurious. Cattle disposed 
of by the soldiers included 600 W a d  killed by one soldier; another 
soldier killed 400 cattle; and still mother 300. Crops and vines 
were likewise destroyed.



and similar factors were noted at others. To remedy these conditions

adjustments were made under the plenary powers granted to Galvez. The

southern area of the peninsula was in need of immediate relief. Missions

economically unable to sustain the number of Indians registered on the

books, were required to transfer a surplus to missions capable of pro-
59

riding maintenance for them. For example, such a surplus was removed

from the missions of Guadalupe and Santa Gertrudis to those of San
/ 60

Jose Cumundu and Furisima Concepcion, where arable land and an ade

quate water supply were available. Another method of meeting unsatis

factory economic conditions was undertaken by abolishing establishments 
which lacked available supplies of water and other economic facilities. 
Meanwhile, the inhabitants were transferred to some other area. This 

was accomplished in one case ty the removal of 800 Indians from the 

missions of Dolores and San Luis Gonzaga to that of Todos Santos, with

a simultaneous transfer of the few remaining at Todos Santos to the
61

mission of Santiago. To avoid complete lack of communication between 

missions, where a large area had been left vacant by such transfers 

or removals, a visita was established in which a few families were 

settled in order to provide a way station for travelers. Such a 
visita was located at San Luis Gonzaga, situated in a stretch of about * 60 61 62

Pal&u, Historical Memoirs of New California. I, 38.
60 /Palou, o p .  cit.. 40.
61 ,Palou, op. At.. 39.
62
A visita may be describ ed as a stopping point or outpost main

tained under the administration of an established mission.
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300 miles between San Francisco Xavier and Todos Santos, and left
63

vacant by the transfer of the two missions previously mentioned#

In addition to the re-location of Indians, other adjustments 

were made for the general welfare of the mission sjstenu Provisions 

for the exchange of meat fran the mission ranches for corn and cloth

ing at the royal warehouse were effected; arrangements for employing 
the natives at a fixed monthly stipend were provided; and purchases

64
of fish and pearls from the natives were made possible. Further 

assistance was rendered by the annual apportionment of 550 pesos, 

together with an additional 250 for oil and wax for each mission.

An industrial school for boys together with provisions for its main
tenance was instituted.

In assuming the administration of the missions on the peninsula 

the Franciscans were faced with four questions of importance, two of 

which demanded immediate attention. The provisioning and supply of 

the proposed expedition to Alta California was a problem in which

action could not be delayed. The establishment of the mission at
/ - -

San Fernando Vellicata, the firetof the Franciscan missions, required

prompt consideration. Adjustment of differences between the Franciscans 

and the yiaitador general and the settlement of ecclesiastical juris

diction between the Franciscans and Dominicans were problems to be

The missions of Dolores and San Luis Gonzaga were the two 
transferred.

64 y
Palou, op, dt.. 75.

194243
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solved at a later date. The adverse climate and physical conditions, 

and the apathy and hostility of the natives only served to complicate 

the situation in fhich tte padres had been placed.
/The required supply for the first overland division of Portola’s

65
Alta California expedition was contributed try nine missions, with
whom arrangements for compensation were made by Galvez. Cash payment
was to be made for provisions, and reimbursement in kind for all66
other material and equipment taken. This arrangement was agreeable 

to the viceroy. Marques de Croix, who compensated the missions in
volved with 8,500 pesos worth of dotting for the natives. He also 

sent the church of Nuestra Senora de Loreto a complete set of vest

ments for celebrating High Mass, and allocated 250 pesos annually 
for oil and wax. The viceroy further directed that the gold and

65 : • . . * ' ' '
Livestock included 119 mules, 42 horses, 200 cows with calves. 

Foodstuffs and grain products consisted of 21 bushels of wheat,.28 
arrobas (about 700 pounds) of flour, four loads of biscuits in eight 
hampers of green hide, one tierce and fovr arrobas (100 pounds) of 
panocha, two bushels and 27 alumdes (two and one-quarter bushels) of 
pinole, 38 arrobas (750 pounds) of figs, 23 arrobas (575 pounds) of 
raisins, ten arrobas (250 pounds) of beef tallow and 340 arrobas 
(8,500 pounds or four and one-quarter tone) of jerked beef.

Other items consisted of 28 leather bags, 52 sets of harness, 
saddles and bridles, two jugs of brandy, five jugs of wine, a liquor 
case with six flasks, a hammer, and a branding iron.

Additional gifts were received from Palou and missions. The 
church inventory showed over 249 separate articles of gold, silver, 
copper, China silk, damasks, embroidered vestments, altar cloths, 
statuary, and other articles for the church and sacristy.

Palou, op. d t .. 51, 52. The nke missions were San Francisco 
Xavier, San Jose de Cumundu, Purfsima de Cadagomo, Guadalupe, Santa 
Rosalia de Mulege, San Ignacio, Santa Gertrudis, San Francisco de 
Borja, and Santa Marla de los Angeles.

66 ,
Palou, op. dt.. I, 64.
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silver bullion, discovered on the expulsion of the Jesuits, should be
67

turned over to the mis si ms.

From the return of tie temporalities to the Franciscans, on 
August 12, 1768, to the day of departure of the first division of the

68
expedition for uhich the supplies had been furnished, March 24, 1769, 
slightly over seven months had elapsed. Wring tills short period of 

time, the economic ability of the missions was demonstrated by the 

assembly of such varied types aid quantities of supplies as were pro

vided. This is of particular interest when consideration is given 

to the confused state of the missions resulting from the hasty with
drawal of the Jesuits, and tie poor administration under the soldier 

commissioners.

About three months after the first overland division had left 
Vellicata for Alta Califbxnia, and approximately ten months from the 

date on which the temporalities had been turned over to the Franciscans, 

their first mission, that of San Fernando de Vellicata, was founded
69

on May 14, 1769. From a utilitarian point of view, the site of 
the new mission appeared favorable. An adequate water supply was 

available, and the ze existed areas of apparently excellent arable 

land in the vicinity. In accordance with the usual practice of supply
ing new foundations from the older and more firmly established missions.

68
Palou, Historical Memoirs of New California. I. 65.
Palou, op. d t . . II, 23.
? z
Palou, op. cit.. II, 30.

>



San Borja dispatched live stock and supplies to Vellicata. Further 

supplies were later provided from Loreto. An irrigation project was 

immediately initiated with such beneficial results that the first

harvest of wheat and c o m  yielded sufficient quantities to supply not
only Vellicata, but also the older mission of Santa Marfa. But by

September, 1771, two years and three months after the founding, the
alkaline character of the soil reduced crops, and prevented the

successful transplating of fruit trees, vines, and cotton. The site

had been chosen unwisely, as far as crops were concerned. Livestock

however, apparently was not affected too seriously, as the increases
71

in the herd indicated. Taken as a Thole, however, the results attained
at the end of the period, failed to meet the expectations of the 

72
founders,

The third problem of the Franciscans involved the growing con

flict between them and the visitador general, who had now returned to 

the mainland. During his inspection on the peninsula, Gfives had 

effected many beneficial improvements in the mission system. Unfortunate
ly, however, shortly prior to his departure on May 1, 1769,

Palou, op. tit.. II, 32. The supplies dispatched from San Borja 
included 46 head of cattle, of which ten were calves, 40 bushels of 
corn, one tierce of flour, one load of biscuit, and a little chocolate 
and meat. In addition a few raisins, figs, and grapes were provided 
for the purpose of attracting the Indians.

71 ,Palou, op. cdt.. I, 215• Much of the grain sown was lost.
For each bushel sown, approximately twenty-five were harvested. The 
herds cons is ted of 49 cattle, 40 sheep, and 44 goats. Also included 
were nine fillies, two unbroken colts, and one stallion.

72 zPalou, op. dt.. I, 216, 217. This includes Palou1 s report.



, 73
Galvez had left a number of new regulations and decrees -with the

temporary governor and royal commissary at Loreto, which seriously

affected the economy of the missions and aroused hostility among the

natives. Among others, the decrees which provided fcr a general

downward revision of prices on agricultural products, in order to
bring them into adjustment with the revised and lowered pay scale of

troops to whom mission products were sold, were some of the most
74

serious in their economic effects on the missions.

Objections were immediately raised against this price revision.

Palou presented the argummt that as the heaviest reductions fell on

tallow, lard, figs, wine, and brandy, and as these particular items,

he stated, were important sources of income to the mission, a hardship
75

would therefore be imposed by such reductions. As a matter of 

fact, the average price on these indicated items fell more than fifty 

percent, thereby reducing the mission income, and consequently the 

purchases of corn and clothing dependent upon the sale of these products 

from the mission. Palou further showed that the value of meat provided 
Loreto by the mission, under the revised scale of prices, would not equal

W3

Palou, op. cit*. I, 78. Prices were reduced as fol'Jows: c o m  
from four to three pesos, four reales| beans mid chick—peas from six 
to five pesos per txishel; arrobas of lard from six pesos to three pesos; 
fresh meat by the arroba from six reales to two reales; dried meat from 
twelve to six reales; tallow candles from six pesos to twenty-two reales; 
wine from six pesos to four reales, with a further reduction of one real 
when purchasing from the mission; brandy from ten reales to seven reales 
a quart, with a similar reduction one real when purchasing from the 
mission; dried figs from six pesos to four pesos an arroba with a further 
reduction when purchasing from the mission, of one peso.

74 „ .
Palou, op. cit,. I., 80.

75
Ibid.



the ten peso -wage of the cowboy in addition to the cost of the rations76
consumed. The conclusion reached by Palou expressed the impossibility 

of continuing the mission under these conditions.

This restriction on prices imposed on the mission, in addition 

to numerous others, eventually caused representations to be made to 

Galvez by the Father Solicitor of the missions. Fray Basterra. These 

representations involved the employment of the Indians for rations 

only; the downward revision of prices with resulting losses to the . 

missionsj the imposition of charges for utensils used by the missions; 

the failure to credit the mission at Loreto with money and silver on 
hand after the expulsion of the Jesuitsj failure to extend credit to 

the mission of San Igiado for goods advanced; the adjustment of errors 
in mission accounts maintained at the royal warehouse; and a review of 

the restrictive policy on the purchase of tobacco, clothing, and 

other supplies at the warehouse. Permission was further requested to 

purchase goods at a cheaper rate in Mexico, rather than at the ware

house, where higher prices prevailed. Other requests included one 

for a sum of 10,000 pesos from the Pious Fund for the purchase of cloth

ing for the Indians; another for action to prevent the seizure of 
mission branded stock by the warehouse authorities; a third, to restrict 

the warehouse from compelling the surplus fruits and produce from the 

missions to be turned over witout payment in money; and finally, to 
restrict the governor and royal commissary from interfering in the

Palou, op. cit#. 81.
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temporal affairs of the missions, and the seizure of grain and
77

supplies by force.

These requests for adjustment eventually reached the viceroy,
78

viio issued orders an March 18, 1772, to the authorities that the
Franciscans nere to be given assistance in every -way possible. Owing

to slow means of travel, the favorable reply from the viceroy failed
79

to reach the peninsula until December, 1772. By this time, several

of the Dominicans had arrived can the peninsula preparatory to assuming

control over the mission system under a "Concordat" of April 30,
80

1772. Meanwhile, no action could be taken on the requests as the 
Franciscans were engaged in transferring their jurisdiction to the 
Dominicans. The foregoing instances reveal the problems of the 

Franciscans and the difficulties under which they labored on the penin
sula.

The fourth problem, that of ecclesiastical jurisdiction between

the Franciscan and Dominican Orders, arose over the contention for

rights and privileges in the peninsula. The royal decrees of Novem-
81

ber 4, 1768, and April 8, 1770, appeared to indicate that the

crown was opposed to a single Order occupying an area as extensive

f ...Palou, op» cit.. I, 104-109. The representations are found in 
a letter from Fray Dionisio Basterra to the Visitador General. Don 
Jose de Galvez.

78 z '
Palou, op. cit.. I, 156. The viceroy was Antonio Bucarelli y Ureua.

79 ■
Palm, op. cit.. 157.

80 ,
Palou, op. cit.. 247.

81 ,
Palou, op. cit.. 243.
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as that of Baja California. The urgaat character of the contro

versy eventually res ulted in a "Concordat* between the tiro Orders.

A royal decree followed, assigning the peninsula to the Dominicans

with the northern limit of their jurisdiction at the Arroyo of San 
82

Juan Bautista, and the area from the port of San Diego north to 
the Franciscans.

83
On February 12, 1772, a re port of the condition of the missions 

in Baja California was dispatched to the father guardian by Fray 

Francisco Palou. In this report are indications of the conditions 

which the missionaries experienced during their short occupati. on 
of about five years. The population on the arrival of the Franciscans 
numbered, according to the registers, more than 7,3-49 persons. At 

the date of the report, thirteen missions v.*ere reported with a popu

lation of 5,094 natives. The decrease was therefore, 2,055 or approxi-
84

mately twenty-nine percent. Live strode included 1,369 cattle, 405

horses, 663 mares, 364 mules, 72 oxen, 50 or more colts, 28 burros,
85

AO swine, 3,486 goats, and 9 -̂08 sheep. The reports on grain pro
duction registered unsatisfactory conditions. Drou^its, floods, 

blights, and the locust plague had reduced many of the missions to a 
less than subsistence basis. In three instances, syphilis had practi-

82 ,
Palou, op. d t ., 24A. Actually, the area extended five leagues 

farther north. This was the point at which the last mission was to be 
established by the Dominicans.

83 z
Palou, op, cit., 226.

84 /Palou, op. dt., 211.
85 zPalou, op. dt.. 171, 233. These figures were compiled from 

mission reports.

&
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cally wiped out the mission Indians, Measles had also taken severe 
effect.

86
On June 19, 1773, Mangino, director of temporalities, reported

the condition of Ihe Pious Fund to the viceroy. In this report, the

director indicated that the Fund was employed for the establishment

of missions in both lower and upper California, and for the payment

of the Dominican missionaries occupying the thirteen missions of the

peninsula, previously under Jesuit administration. The total sum

on hand was noted at 26,137 pesos, of which 4,782 pesos was due the
commissioners or Puebla and Queretaro for clothing furnished to

87
Indians on the estates of San Pedro Ibarra, Assets included the

estates mentioned above on which 150,000 sheep were maintained, and

of which 13,(XX) to 14,000 were sold annually. Other assets included

loans carrying from three to five percent interest on which over

5,000 pesos were realized annually. A sun of 92,(XX) pesos had been

located in the office of the Procurador in Mexico City, together with
88

an invoice valued at 27,255 pesos. These sums were later re

invested. The total possible income was reported in excess of 23,000

86
Palou, op. cit«. in, 99.

87
These estates had been donated to the original Jesuit founders 

of the Pious Fund.
88
Palou, op, cit.. 97.
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89
pesos, -with expenditures over 83,000 pesos. 1 One of the largest 

itmns of expenditure consisted of costs for transportstlon, salaries, 

equipage, luggage, aid other similar items for the account of travel
ing missionaries in the amount of 68,231 pesos. According to Palou,

90
the condition of the Fund Thick he received from the Jesuits in lower 
California on their expulsion showed 7,624 pesos in warehouse credits 

to which was added 2,451 pesos in gold and silver bullion disoorered 

in the missions after their abandonment. At the transfer of juris

diction, the sum of 10,046 pesos was paid over, showing a net increase 

of 1,085 pesos.

89
She total possible income from the Fund consisted of 15,618 pesos 

from the sale of farm produce, 7,750 pesos from interest receipts, which 
together totaled 23,468 pesos.

The principal expenditures were 6,139 pesos for travel of the 
twenty-eight Dominicans and three lay brothers from Veracruz to the 
port of San Bias; 68,211 pesos fcr transportation, salaries, equipage, 
luggage, and similar items fcr the account of traveling missionaries; 
and maintenance Ibr missionaries in the amount of 9,100 pesos set 
aside yearly for the charge on the thirteen missions allotted to the 
Dominicans in Lower California. •

90
The condition of the fund received by Pal^u in Lower California 

consisted of 7,624 pesos, seven and one-quarter reales, to be exact, 
in warehouse credits. To this was added 2,451 pesos, four and one-half 
reales in gold and silver bullion discovered in the missions after their 
abandonment. The total credits, therefore, equaled 10,075 pesos, three 
and one -quarter reales. From this the sum of 1,115 pesos, one-quarter 
real, was paid to liquidate the debts of the missions to certain pri
vate parties, thus leaving a balance of 8,960 pesos, three and one- 
half reales. At the transfer, the sum of 10,046 pesos was paid over, 
which indicates a net increase in the fund of 1,085 pesos, four and 
one-half reales.

The real was a Spanish unit of monetary measurement, sometimes 
known as a "piece of eigit", of which eight equaled one dollar. The 
value of the real in silver was twelve and one-half cents or six and 
one-quarter pence, English coinage. A real de vellon. of baser metal, 
was equal to about five cents in the nineteenth century.

The Spanish peso was equivalent to eight reales or one dollar.
The scudi. mentioned in the diary of Clavigero was an Italian coin 
of abotib the same value.



109

The signing of the "Concordat" on j^>ril 7> 1772, by the 

Dominicans and Franciscans, officially terminated tiie administration 

of the latter Order in the peninsula. However, the last of the Domini
cans failed to reach Loreto until May 12, 1773, at which time the 

missions were physically turned over to them. Meanwhile, members of 
the Dominican Order were present cn the peninsula with the Francis

cans, but not in actual charge of missims. The area which the 

Dominicans inherited included the region previously occupied by the 
Jesuits from Cape San Lucas to Vellicata^ and the hitherto unoccupied 

area to the north as fer as the Arroyo of San Juan Bautista, the line 

of demarcation between the two Orders. Alta California had been de
signated as the field of future Francis cam endeavor.

The significance of the Franciscan intrusion lies in the re

organization of the hastily abandoned mission system, the attempted 

adjustment of administrative and economic inequalities on the part 

of the civil and military authorities, the providing of supplies for 

tiie first expeditions to Alta Califbmia, ami the projection of routes 
of communication and sites for new missions in tiie previously un

occupied northern portions of the peninsula. Granted that the Francis

cans were unable to reach their ultimate objectives, to attain the 

success to which they aspired, in the limited period of five years 

of administration, this short period of time may be justification 
for their inability to accomplish results which had W e n  produced by 
a seventy year period of Jesuit temporal control.

The importance of the Dominican missions in Baja California 
has been little realized. With the exception of the work of Bolton, 

and Meig's investigations together with Sauer, slight attention has



been dire cted to, and only minor interest aroused in the Dominican 

activities in this area in comparison to the efforts of the Jesuit 

and Franciscan Orders. And yet it should be recalled that the Do

minican Order -was actually the original founder of the mission system
91

as a substitute for the encomienda.

Three reasons may be assigned for this lack of interest. In 
the first place, the brilliant endeavors of such padres as Kino, 

Salvatlerra, Serra, Palou, Qarces, and others tend to dim the efforts 

of less spectacular but just as sincere padres. Secondly, the Jesuits 

and Franciscans had penetrated frontiers of practically virgin terri

tory, established missions, and gained notoriety, when the more in

conspicuous activity of the Dominicans in New Spain had been confined
92

to Oaxaca and Sierra Gorda. The Order was now entering a field, 
to some extent, accusomed and adjusted to mission discipline, and at 

a time only a few years removed from the period of mission decline.

In the third place, the immediate necessity of occupying Alta Cali
fornia, and the energy released for that effort, riveted attention 
on the upper region.

Although the area assigned to the Dominicans extended from
Cape San Lucas at the southern tip of the peninsula, to a few miles

north of the thirty-second parallel, the founding of new missions
93

fell within an area, designated as the Frontera extending from the

91
Meigs, iThe Dominican Mission Frontier of Lower California. 2.

92
Ibid.

93
Meigs, op. cit.. 3.
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Franciscan mission of VaUicatli, to a position on the arroyo of
94

San Juan Bautista (later San Miguel). Informtion concerning 

this area had been known to the Dominicans through their contact "with
the Franciscans vho had, in fact, chosen several sites upon nhich

95 . . .
the Domini cans later established their missions. •

From the temporal point of vien, the mission was established
and maintained for the purpose of providing a line of communication

and supply to the north in order to afford protection to Alta Cali-
. 96

fornia against foreign encroachments. The plan involved the 

projection of two routes, one northward through the peninsula, the 

other entirely overland by way of the Colorado River. This second 
route was never completed, although two Ill-fated missions were 

established there by the Franciscans in anticipation of the projected 
route.

The selection of the mission site was determined by the factors 

of population, available arable land, water supply, and such natural 

resources as timber among others. Physical characteristics of the 
area varied widely from rough, mountainous escarpment and desert to 

a series of coastal terraces extendiig from VeLlicata northward beyond 

San Diego. This area was more heavily populated with Indians than

94
Meigs, op. At, Mzp, opp. 192.

95
The policy of the civil authorities was to determine the general 

location for missions. The exact sites used, however, were selected 
by the Dominicans. The procedure employed in choosing a site corres
ponded to that employed by the otter two Orders.

96
Meigs, op, cit.. 13,
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other regions, and thus afforded a more adequate labor supply. It
97

provided good possibilities for a road. Of the nine missions of 

the Dominican frontera, seven -were eventually founded in this region.

The entire period of Dominican administration extended over a 

period of seventy-six years fran their assumption of control on May 
12, 1773 to June 10, 1849, "when the effects of the gold rush caused 

the abandonment of their last existing mission, that of Santo Tomas.

The scope of this study is contained within three sub-divisions of 
the general period: first, the establishing of the missions from 

1774 to 17975 secondly, the stage of development from 1793 to 1824; 
finally, an era of decline and revolt ending with abandonment from 

1824 to 1849. These divisions overlap or merge to some extent for 

two reasons: first, due to the founding of the missions at irregular 

and somewhat widely separated intervals over a period of twenty- 

three years; secondly, due to the variations in the life-cycles of 

the missions as a result of epidemics, diseases, and Indian revolts.

No exact and arbitrary limit, therefore, may be determined, inasmuch 

as the peak of activity of the older missions had been reached in 

some cases when the newer missions were in the process of being estab
lished and developed.

In the first phase of their administration, from 1774 to 1797, 
the Dominicans founded five missions in the terrace region, and two 

in the interior of the peninsula. No further attempts in this direction

Meigs, op. cit,, 17. This terrace region has been used at
least since 1772 as a route of communication to the north.

97



113

■were made until the early part of the nineteenth century when
98

Descanso was founded in 1817* Almost a quarter of a century e- 

lapsed when the mission of Guadalupe was established. But by this 

time the mission effort was in the last period of cbcline. Hie early 

stages of Dominican mission effort were distinguished by extensive 
operations in agriculture, viticulture, and stock raising programs 

on which the Spanish regional economy was based and which had been
99

foreign to this area in particular until the arrival of the Dominicans*
In this presentation, therefore, the emphasis will be placed on these 

three types of Dominican effort.

The number of missions involved in a study of this scope pre
cludes a detailed consideration of each one, accordingly, attention 
will be concentrated upon the missions of Rosario, Santa Domingo, 

and Santo Tomas, as their records afford more complete and comparative 
data,

100
The first Dominican mission, that of Rosario, was established

in a locality selected by Mora (hiring his exploration for favorable

mission sites. The mission buildings were erected within an area

of jurisdiction of approximately 700 square miles and consisting
101

of arable and grazing lands. In the vicinity of the mission the

98
Meigs, op, cit,, 156. See Appendix VII. this thesis,

99
Meigs, op, cit.. 43.

100
See Figure 8,

101
Meigs, op, cit,. 59.
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area adaptable to cultivation occupied 445 acres• A report employed
102

by Meigs, in which mention 3s made of sixty fane gas de sembradura 

in tilled fields at Rosario in 1780, confirms tMs acreage* Notwith

standing that Rosario was the furthest establishment south in this 

group of new missions, and consequently in the driest portion of this 

section of the Dominican founda tion, it appears that an adequate 
supply of water was available for agricultural purposes* The effect 

of heavy coastal fogs and rain, jin addition to a system of irrigation

consisting of a dam and canals, comprised the sources and means of a 
103

water supply.

The manual labor of the mission was performed by the native .
104

Indian population maintained in a condition of medieval serfdom.

The economic retvrns from their combined labor were turned over to

the mission padres for administration and disposition.
Records of crops aid livestock production were consistently

105
maintained at the Dominican missions. The records of twelve years

within the period from 1775 to 1801 at Rosario show a total pro-
106

duction of 31,339 bushels of wheat, barley, corn, and beans, or an

102
Meigs, op« dt.. 165. A fanega de sembradura is equivalent to 

three hectares or 7.413 acres. In Mexico, the fanega of dry measure 
is equivalent to 91 liters or 2.6 bushels. Modern writers have employed 
the Spaiish fanega with an equivalent of 1.6 bushels, and thus tend to 
distort agricultural returns. By the use.of the Spanish fanega the yields 
appear more than are considered normal. See Pages 28, 50, $9*

103Meigs, op. cit.. 53.
"^Meigs, op. cit.. 49. The severity of Dominican discipline is 

emphasized.
l°%ee Appendices VUI, IX, this thesis.
■*"°°Meigs, op. cit.. 166, Table I. The following amounts of grain 

produced at Rosario from 1775 to 1801 inclusive follow: *eat, 2,236 
bushelsj barley, 3,288 bushelsj corn, 21,030 bushelsj beans, 1,037 bushels, 
An additional unclassified amount of 3,658 bushels is also listed.
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107
average annual yield of 2,612 bushels of gHain. "Sithin the same

period of time, the mission census indicated an average annual popu-
108

lation of 215 persons. The average dally return would, therefore,
109

approximate two pounds for each person. The best year, 1786, of
which there is any report, indicates a total production of 6,540 bushels 

110 111 
of grain. Using a mission population of 290 as a basis, the
daily return in this instance equals approximately three and one-half 

112
pounds. In 1793, the total yield constituted 5,772 bushels of

113
grain for the year. With a mission population of 390 the average 

daily return per peison equaled 1.9 pounds. During the epidemic 
year of 1800, -the total yield of grain did not exceed 400 bushels.

With a mission population of 257 at the time, the average yield was
H 4reduced to less than a quarter of a pound.

107
The sane classification as in footnote 108 applies to this amount.

108
Meigs, op. d-t.. 168, Table II.

109
The weights of grain are, at pounds per bushels wheat, sixty; 

barley, forty-seven; shelled com, fifty-five; beans, sixty; the average 
weight of these grains is fifty-five pounds per bushel. The above results 
were obtained by reducing the bushels to pounds, and dividing the number 
of pounds by the average mission population, and that result by the number 
of days in the year.no

From Table I referred to above, the detailed amounts ares 
Com, 5,590 bushels; wheat, 62; barley, 676; beans, 312.in

As the population for 1786 is not given, an average was taken, 
using figures for 1782 and 1787 as a basis.

112
The total yield in txishel's was divided by the average number of 

population, then reduced to pounds, and divided by the days in the year.
113

Meigs, op. cit.. 166, Table I.
114

Meigs, op. d t .f 157. The failure of the water supply necessitated 
a change of site during the year.



In considering yields t*y acreages, Meigs refers to the reports 
115

of G. Hendry. In 1776 the area under cultivation was fourteen 
116

fanegas. or 104 acres. The crops raised that year consisted of

1,820 bushels of corn on 76 acres; 546 bushels of wheat on 30 acres;

and 26 bushels of barley on one acre.
During these twelve years above indicated a total of 11,884

117
head of stock were raised. The annual average for these years con
sisted of 990 head which included draft animals. From 1784 to 1800,

a period of prosperity, the mission herds averaged 75 horses, mules,
118

and burros; 200 cattle, 800 sheep, 135 goats, and 60 hogs. In

1786, the total stock at the mission amounted to 1,467 head; in 1793

the total had dropped to 1,218; and in IKK) was about the same with 
119

a total of 1,232. A survey in California in 1924 determined that 

the average of calves to breeding cows constituted 67.3 per cent, or 

an annual increase of forty percent in a breeding herd. Employing 

this figure in computing the annual increase cm the mission herd.

115
Meigs, op. cit,. 53, fn. 5# Prof. G. 1. Hendry, College of 

Agriculture, University of California.116
A Fanega is equivalent to three hectares, or 7.413 acres. It 

is referred to as a sembradura de maiz. Sma Meigs, op. cit.. 165.
Included in this number were 1,924 cattle, 6,865 sheep,

1,953 goats, 353 pigs, 627 horses, and 262 mules and burros.
118

Meigs, op. cit.. 54.
119

Meigs, op. cit.. 116, Table I.
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Meigs shows that the mission in its period of prosperity would have
120

been provided with an annual meat supply of eighty cattle. Using

estimates for increases under range conditions, based on the figures

of Voorhies, that is, seventy-five percent for sheep and goats, and

200 percent for hogs, the annual mission supply would have totaled TOO
121

sheep and goats, and 120 hogs. '
Although viticulture was carried on to seme extent at Rosario,

and a garden with fig trees, grape vines, and vegetables, it appears
122

that no surplus was produced here as at other missions. During

periods of prosperity surplus grain and live stock resulted. Two

methods were employed in disposing of these surplus quantities. The
newer missions were stocked with necessary supplies both at the time

of founding and for the early years of their existence. The greater
123

part, Meigs states, was used locally. However, in the two missions
of Santo Dmingo and Santo Tomas , surplus products became a lucrative

source of income to the mission, as active trading was carried on between

the missions and whaling ships and other vessels in the bays of Todos
124

Santos, and Santo Tanas.

120
Meigs, op. cit.. 55, £n. 6. "121
Meigs, op.' cit.. 55, fn. 7.122
A vegetable or kitchen garden and orchard were maintained.

123
Meigs, op. cit.. 55.

124 , .
Duflot de Mofras, (trans. ed., and annot. by Marguerite E. 

Mlbur) Travels on the Pacific Coast. II, 136. Also Meigs, op. cit.. 97.
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125
On August 30, 1775, the mission of Santo Domingo, second

to be founded in the Dominican chain, was established sixty miles 
126

north of Rosario. The tillable area in the vicinity of the

mission consisted of approximately 215 acres, or which 120 were
127

irrigated by a system of acequlag or irrigating ditches. Here 
a dam was also constructed. Viticulture was carried on more extensive

ly here than at Rosario, and an orchard of fig, pear, and olive trees,

with a vineyard reported as having sixty vines in 1780, were factors
128

in mission economy. From these vines eleven tina.jas (140 gallons)
129

of wine were produced in 1786.

Records of grain production are available at Santo Domingo for

nine years within the period from 1784 to 1801. During this time

19,438 bushels of grain were produced in addition to 190 bushels of
130

garbanzos and peas. The average yield was 2,160 bushels, about 
500 less^than that of Rosario for an approximately comparable period 

of time* The figures-for population are incomplete for ths years

125
Meigs, op. cit». 22.126 •

Meigp , op* d-t.. 149.
127

An acequia is the Spanish term used for an irrigating ditch.
128

A tina.1a is equivalent to 12.75 gallons.
129

Meigs, op. cit.. 166, Table I.
130

Meigs, op, cit.. 166. The tabulated figures show 13,312 bushels 
of wheat, 5,590 of corn, and 536 bushels of beans.

131
Meigs, op, cit.. 166, Table 1.



under consideration, but considering the average mission population

of 260, the daily average, based on available returns equaled one and

two-thirds pounds, slightly less than that of Rosario for a similar

period of time. The hipest peak of production was reached at Santo 
133

Domingo in 1800. The total grain crop for that year included

2,600 bushels of wheat, 1,300 bushels of corn, and 260 of beans.

A smaller item of fifty-taro bushels of garbanzos is also listed.
Considering a mission population of 315, the average daily yield,
based on the individual, was one and nine-tenths pounds, ani compares
favorably with that of Rosario. The period of lowest production
occurred in 1788. During that year, 780 bushels of grain, comprising

134
650 bushels of wheat and 130 of com constituted the entire crop.

The nearest available figure for population for this year shows 270
135

persons under mission control. The average daily yield was slightly
136

less than half a pound, about twice that of Rosario during the epidemic.

132

132, .
Meigs, op. cit.. 166. The tabulated figures show 13,312 bushels 

of wheat, 5,590 of com, and 536 bushels of beans.
133 ....

Meigs, op. cit.. 166. Table I.
134

Meigs. op. cit.. 166. Table I.
135

Meigs, op. cit.r 168. Table 2.136
To compare the basis of returns, acreages under cultivation, 

and average per acre, the following table is employed*
Product Yield in Bushels Acreages Cultivated Acre Yield
Wheat 2600 
C o m  1300 
Beans 260

144 18
54 24
17 15
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The development of live stock at Santo Domingo from 1784
. 137

to 1801 shows a total of 5,869 head of stock for the period, or

an annual average of 652. The hissest production in both grain and

stock occurred in 1800. In that year the total stock numbered 1,796,

and the grain equaled 4,160 bushels in addition to fifty-two bushels
138

of garbanzos. The average yield on 215 acres of cultivated

land was nineteen bushels. The least productive period accurred in
1785 when a total of only 163 head of stock were produced.

In addition to proceeds from the sale of surplus grain and live
stock, the mission of Santo Domingo had access to anotter lucrative
source of income, the sale of hides from the sea otter. Under a plan
conceived by Vincent Vasadre y Vega, and decreed on January 22, 1786

, 139
by Viceroy Bernardo de Galvez, the monopoly in the fur trade was

granted to Vasadre. Shortly thereafter, he suggested that this trade
140 .

be placed entirely under mission control. This was effected in

California in September, 1787. Meigs refers to this sale of nutria
141

or sea otter for prices varying from six to ten pesos each. On the

137
This number includes 2,441 cattle, 1,965 sheep, 481 goats,

161 pigs, 534 horses, and 287 mules and burros.
138

This total included 2,600 bushels of wheat, 1,300 of com and 
260 of beans.

139
The reference is made to sea otters or nutria.

140
Adele Ogden, "The Calif or nias in S pair/s Pacific Otter Trade, 

1775-1795", Pacific Historical Review. I, 44b, 451.
141

Meif^, op. cit«, 64.
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first expedition for this purpose in 1786, Vasadre visited nine
missions and secured a total of 1,060 skins of \hitih Rosario and San

"  142
Fernando were responsible for a consignment valued at 2,000 dollars.

In November of 1787, the ships San Carlos and Favor!ta sailed for San

Bias with 1,750 otter skins of which 1,133 came from the missions on 
143

the peninsula. In 1790 definite legislative action was taken by
the government in Mexico to place the otter trade, because of its
importance, on a firm foundation. Accordingly, all skins were delivered
to the mission padres, who were to have full charge of receiving and

144
shipping consignments of these skins. According to Meigs, secret
sales of these skins to foreign vessels also added to the mission 

145
income.

The mission of Santo Tomas, last of the main route missions

to be established, was founded on April 24, 1791, sixteen years after

Santo Domingo was instituted. ; This mission was located seventy-four
146

miles to the north of the latter mission. The area of mission
administration extended over an area of 1,050 square miles. Viti- 

147
culture constituted one of the principal economic operations at 
this mission. In the or chard were planted 100 olive trees, 100 
pomegranate trees, more than 2,000 grape vines and a small number of

142
A. Ogden, op. cit.. I, 447.

143
Ogden, op. cit.. 452.

144 ‘
Ogden, op. cit,. 455.

145
Meigs, op. d t , . 64.

146
Meigs, op. cit., 149.

147
Meigs, .op. cit.. 191.
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peach trees. The number of grape vines "was undoubtedly increased

during the life of the mission, as a report of 1853 mentions the
destruction of more ihan 5,000 grape vines together ■with olive trees.

In grain production, the highest record was established in 
148

1800 when 4,030 bushels were produced at an average of twenty to 
149

the acre. Duiing the fire years for which records are available
150

11,72? bushels were reported. That the mission reports were
meticulous is observed by the item of twenty-six bushels of garbanzos

produced in 1793. The average yield of all grain for this period

was slightly above 2,345 bushels annually. Available figures for

the mission place its population at 1,065 for these years, or an
average population of 215 persons. On this basis, the average daily
yield of grain would amount to one and six-tenths pounds per person,

comparable to the returns from Rosario and Santo Domingo.

During the same period, live stock totaled 10,337 head, with a
151

production of 3,657 during 1800 which was considered the best year.

148
Meigs, The Dominic art Kiss ion Frontier of Lower California, 192.

149
Yheat yielded 1,560 bushels on 87 acres at 18 to the acre; 

corn, 1,300 bushels on 54 acres at 24 to the acre; barley, 1,040 bushels 
on 42 acres at 24 3/4 to the acre; and beans, 130 bushels on nine acres 
at 14 2/5 to fee acre.

150 ,

This total was made up of 3,978 bushels of wheat, 7̂56 of bar
ley, 4,692 of corn, and 301 of beans.

151
Of this total, 1,070 were cattle, 2,000 sheep, 400 goats,115 horses, and 72 mules and burros.
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In cattle and sheep production, Santo Tomas excelled the more

southerly missions; ten years after being established Santo Tomas
152

counted 1,200 cattle, and 2,646 sleep on its ranges, or those 

tributary to it.

As at Santo Domingo, a valuable source of revenue rms available
to the padres thro ugh the trade carried on in the Bay of Santo Tomas,

and in waters adjacent to the mission jurisdiction. Apparently the
practice was condoned by the civil authorities as it was carried on

153
with their full knowledge. In m e  recorded instance, an EngLidi

whaler under the cornu and of Captain John Locke, took on board the
154

following provisions i three head cf cattle, six steers, forty

arrobad (1,000 pounds) of flour, twenty-four chickens, six arrobas

(150 pounds) of onions, some calabazas (squash), fifteen fanegas
(10.4 bushels) of salt. Trade was also carried on with ships which

came for distinctly commercial purposes, and not merely for provisions.

One instance is recorded, that of the Dromio from Boston, which

arrived on January 4, 1809* The net result of this thirty-four day

trading was the sale of 1,700 "fur-otter" skins in exchange for
155

the remnants of the ship's cargo. As the average price of a

152
Meigs, op. eit.« 72.

153
Meigs, op. cit.. 97.

154
Ibid.

155
Meigs, op. cit.. 97, 98.
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sea otter hide was fifty dollars, it is reasonable to believe that

the total income from the visit amounted to approximately 85,000 dollars.

Hides and tallow were also disposed of at Santo Tomas to visiting 
156

trading vessels. Cloth, rice, tobacco, and sugar were taken in

exchange. Meigs indicates that at first, and well into the nine-
157

teenth century, the mis sLons enjoged the control of this trade.
The foregoing instances of Dominican temporal activity in the

area of Baja Calif or nia illustrate the economic character of the
mission during the period of mission administration. It appears

that these missions very definitely contributed to the successful

establishment of the chain of missions in Alta California by their
agriculture and stock raising programs. From the contributions of

these more southerly missions, the newer establishments in Alta

California established a self-sustaining and productive economy.

Mofras indicates that the 200 cattle brought in by Portola to this

northern area formed the basis of the future wealth of the Alta
158

Cali form, a missions.

In the course of the life— cycle of the mission, a period of 
decline followed a high peak of prosperity at aoproximately the

159
twentieth year. The fundamental causes of the decline were diseases.

U f
Mofras, Travels, on the Pacific Coast. II, 136* 
7
Meigs, op. A  t., 98.
3 ,Mofras, op. cit., II, 132.
9
Meigs, op. cit.. 155.
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Frequent and severe epidemics of small pox, similar to those at 

Rosario, occurred in 1796, 1800, 1805, and 1808 and exacted a heavy 

toll. Toward the close of the eighteenth century the high incidence 
of syphilis weakened the missions sti.13 further.

The revolution in Mexico hastened the end of the mission system. 

From the very nature of its rigid system of control and discipline, 
the mission found itself at odds with a republican form of government. 

In 1830, the old Jesuit missions which had been assigned to the Do

minicans on the peninsula were extinguished by decree. By 1833 

the secularization of the missions had been ordered. The effects 

of the gold rush to Alta California brought to an end the last 

occupied mission, that of Santo Tomas. Indian uprisings had destroyed 

the two missions of Santa Catalina and Guadalupe in 1840. By 1859, 

at the latest, all mission properties of the Dominican Order in 160
the Califomias had been disposed of or sold to private individuals.

160
Meigs, op. cit.f 154, 155.



Figure 9

Map of Western New Spain in the Later Eighteenth Century.

From: Francisco Palou, (trans., ed., by H. E, Bolton) Historical Memoirs of New 
California. II, xii.



Chapter VI

Alta California

The mission area cf Alta California was contained within
a comparatively narrow coastal belt, some five hundred miles in
length, reaching from San Diego northward to San Francisco. The

area is separated into two distinct physiographic divisions of

which the subtropical coast region, extending approximately from

the International border to a point a few miles north of Santa

Barbara, is the southern part. The two ranges of the San Gabriel

and San Bernardino mountains afford both a geographic and climatic
1

boundary for this region. The northern portion of the mission

area, classified geographically as the Central California region,

extends approximately from San Luis Obispo to an area north of 2
Sonoma. The portion of the area in which the missions were im

planted is classified as the Coast Range and Valleys region and

includes the San Francisco Bay area. The climate of this region
3

is largely diversified due largely to the influence of the moun

tains and considerable variations in altitude. Along the roast, 

variations such as the "Fog-Belt", exist locally. The population

C. L. White and E. J. Foscue, Regional Geography of Anglo- 
America. 712.

2

White and Foscue, op. d t .. 743.

1

White and Foscue, op. d t .. 742. See Figure 9.
3
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of the area in the early period of mission founding consisted of
4

Indian tribes of low culture and questionable docility. The area, 

with its abundant natural resources, favorable climate, good harbors, 

and a potential labor supply afforded every possibility fbr advanta

geous mission development.
The first Spanish contact with this region occurred with the

discovery of San Diego Bay by Rodrfguez Cabrillo in 1542. Some sixty

years later, in 1602-1603, an expedition under Sebastian Vizca/no6
explored as far north as Monterey. A period of 160 years of inactivity 
followed. A series of events of major importance then drew the at

tention of Spain to the area.

The first of these more important causes lay in the Russiam
7

encroachment and advance. This eastward progress had reached Kam

chatka in 1706. By slow stages the movement preceded until it des

cended upon the Aleutians in 1745# and by 1760 had become involved

4 -
C. E. Chapman, The Founding of Spanish California. 106, 107, HI, 

125. In a letter to the viceroy on June 22, 1774# Father Serra had 
reported the IrKiian population as docile. Verger thought they were 
dangerous because of their free life, the bad conduct of the Spanish 
soldiers, and incitement from their native priests. Verger cites the 
revolt at San Diego on August 15, 1770. In a memorial of November 30, 
1775# Padre Pages confirms lira opinion of Verger.

5
Chapman, op. cit.. 7.6
Chapman, op. cit.. 8.

7
H. H. Bancroft. His tory of Calift mia. XVIII. I, 113. Reference is 

made to the Russian explorations on the Alaskan coasts from 1741-1765. 
Chapman, op. d  t.. 58$ "If the Calif or nias were abandoned, the Russians 
might be expected to advance to the tip of the peninsula.*



128

8
with the Pacific otter trade* The second reason arose from pressure

9
exerted by the English in the Pacific area. The Spanish had been 

made aware of the English intrusion in the latter part of the seven

teenth century through raiding expeditions on the Spanish galleon 
10

trade. Shortly after the middle of the eighteenth century, the

westward advance of the Hudson’s Bay Company, among others, provoked
11

further cause for alarm. The third motive was found in the signi

ficance of the Pacific otter trade# Two incentives appeared in con

nection with this trade; one, the desirability of engaging in an 

enterprise which would produce lucrative returns; the other, the

necessity of maintaining the Pacific as a Spanish lake, a mare 
12

clausum. A fourth influence in this revival of dormant Spanish

interest in the area, according to Bancroft, resulted from the
13

.expulsion of the Jesuits in 1767. During their occupancy, the
14

Jesuits had attributed exalted values to the importance of this region# * 11

8
R. E. Riegel, America Moves West, 359#
9
I# B. Richman, California Under Spain and Mexico. 32, 33.

10
Ibid.

11
Chapman, op. cit., 59. The reference is made to English attempts 

to reach the Pacific in 1753.12
Adele Ogden, "The Califomias in Spain’s Otter Trade," Pacific 

Historical Review. I, 444.
13

Bancroft, op cit.., IVII-I, I, 113.
14

Chapman, op. cit., 85. The general opinion seemed to prevail 
that Baja California had a potential mineral supply, but the Jesuits 
had deliberately concealed this information.



The potential acquisition of wealth, and the strategic value of 
the area, presented valid reasons for arousing the Spanish to action.

A corollary to this interest existed in the projected attempts to 

penetrate the mountainous area from the Sonora bases for the purpose
15

of establishing routes of comunication and supply to Alta California.

As a result, Carlos in, in 1768, issued orders to the effect
that precautions should be taken against the Russians on the ncrth-

16
west coast, that San Diego and Monterey should be fortified, that
harbors should be provided for the galleons, and the coast line

secured from aggression. The importance of the mission as a social

and economic factor in the subjugation of native populations had long 
17

been recognized. Therefore, the Franciscan Order was assigned
18

to assist in occupying and subjugating the area.

15
The first overland route was projected in the late seventeenth 

century for the purpose of supplying Baja California. Kino and Salva- 
tierra had discussed the possibilities of this suggested route, and 
had made explorations for this purpose, later, Consag and Link, and 
eventually, Keller and Sedelmayr made efforts in this direction. Father 
Garces was the important factor in projecting the route, alone, and 
in connection with Anza. The purpose was the avoidance of the long 
and dangerous water route from San Bias. Attention was again directed 
to Alta California in 1768, resulting in a renewal of interest for a 
land route by way of Sonora.

16 ,F. Palou (ed. by H. E.Bolton) Historical Memoirs of New Cali
fornia. I, 43.

17
C. E. Chapman, Colonial Hispanic America. 97, 98.

18 /
Palou, op. d. t.. I, 3, 239, 240. On the expulsion of the 

Jesuits, the Franciscans had been asked to take over the old missions 
of the Order. In the "concordat" of April 7, 1772, and decree of 
Bucareli, April 24, 1772, authorizing the transfer, the jurisdiction 
of the two Orders was fixed.



From an economic point of idLe-p?, in order to establish missions

in Alta California, the problem of providing bases of supply and lines
of communication were of the utmost Importance until such time as the
establishments might become self-supporting. Accordingly, on March 1,

1768, the port of San Bias was established with its principal function
19

the supply of the Califomlas. For communication aid supply, two
routes were presently feasiblet one, by water from the mainland bases 

to the peninsula and then northward; the other, by an all water
2<

route around Cape San Lucas and up the coast to the California ports. 

The use of the peninsula was complicated tiy the necessity of trans

shipping cargo at two points, involving problems of packing, and 

warehousing, and the subsequent transportation by pack train through 

an arid, rugged terrain. The alternative all water route was long

and rendered undesirable by storms causing difficult navigation and
21

frequent shipwrecks. The necessity for providing a feasible over
land route, therefore, was imperative.

The projection of such a route had been recognized by Kino as 

early as 1685, and became his particular objective following his 

explorations in the Pimerfa region from 1687 to the early years of 19 20 21

19
Chapman, The Founding of .Spanish California. 127,128.

20
Chapman, op. cit.. 17, 18.21
Chapman, op. cit.. 18. The rigorous conditions in the Gulf 

caused Galvez to spend forty days in 1768 to go from San Bias to Baja 
California, a distance of about 300 miles. In the same year, the 
San Carlos and San Antonio occupied three months on the sane voyage. 
Otondo attempted to cross the Gulf fcr two months, finally accomplish
ing it in m e  night. Between 1712 and 1717, the Jesuits lost five 
vessels on the coast.
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the eighteenth century. In this effort Salvatierra collaborated, 

m t h  the c m  tinned extension of the mission establishments on the 

peninsula and the parallel advance in the Pimerfa, this problem 

of providing a more rapid and less dangerous route of communication 

and supply continued to absorb the interest of both government and 
missions.

The projection of the overland route by -way of the Gila and

Colorado rivers had been temporarily checked by the Pima revolt of
1751 and the insurrection of tie Seris during the twenty years -which

followed. In 1769, however, the fear of Russian aggression and the
necessity of immediate occupatL on of Alta California again forcibly

23
attracted attention to the Sonora route for which important ex-

/ 24plorations had now been made by Father Garces. Meanwhile, the
Portola expedition had moved forward from temporary bases in Baja

California, with the main base of operations established at San 
25

Bias.

The founding of the missions of San Diego de Alcala in 1769 

followed by that of San Carlos de Boromeo at Monterey in 1770 was 

approximately coincidental with the establishing of peace by Elizondo 22 23 24 25

22

22
Chapman, op. At.. 18.

23
C. E. Chapman, The Founding of Spaiish California. 70.24
Chapman, op. cit.. 70.

25
Chapman, op. cit.. 70.
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26
in Sonora* Proposals for the projection of the much desired and

long delayed overland route to Alta California were again advanced,

as the inability of Baja California to serve in any permanent capa-
27

city as a supply base for Alta California had become apparent. The 

delays and danger of loss of supply by water transportation constitu

ted further checks on necessary and rapid expansion in the new region. 
If the occupation of Alta California were to be continued, it became 

increasingly important to provide the area with necessary manufactured

articles, food, domesticated animals, and settlers,
28

As a result, on May 2, 1772, Juan Bautista de Ansa, who was

then captain of the presidio of Tubac in Sonora, requested permission

to project the contemplated route. On September 13, 1773, permission
was granted, and his expedition, accompanied by Father Garces who had

29 30
mapped the route in 1770, was assembled. Father Serra in 1773 had 

supported the proposal and the Viceroy, Bucareli, had been authorized
31

to pay the expenses of the expedition from the royal treasury. The 26 27 28 29 30 31 *

26
Chapman, op. d  t.. 69.

27 , 
Chapman, op, cit., 97, 160. In order to provide for the Portola

expedition, the northern missions of the peninsula were practically 
stripped. Galvez was obliged to do the same in regard to the southern 
missions.

28 ......
Chapman, bp, qLt,. 154.

29
K. H. Bancroft, History of California. XVIII. I, 221.

30
Ibid.

31
The cost of the expedition, according to a letter from Ortega 

to Rivera, May 5, 1775, amounted to 25,000 to 30,000 pesos. The expedi
tion consisted of thirty-four men, 140 horses, and 65 cattle.



133

expedition left Tubac on January 8, 1774, reached the Gila in a
32

month, and on March 22, 1774 arrived at the mission of San Gabriel.
33

The practicability of an overland route had been established. A
34

second expedition under Anza left the town of San Miguel in Sonora
35

on September 29, 1775, eventually reaching San Francisco on March 

27, 1776. The possibility of overland communication "with Alta 

California had again been confirmed.
Upon these bases and routes of supply the founding of missions 

in Alta California was accomplished by the Franciscans during the 
last thirty years of the eighte enth century, under a definite Spanish 

colonial policy, with a systematic method of establishment and train

ing, aid in three phases of mission administration.
36

The plan con sis ted of a triple system of control by which

the three governing bodies; the mission, the pueblo, and the presidio,

comprising the settlement, were each contained within its distinctive

sphere of activity. The mission was governed by religious authorities,
' 37

the pueblo by civil officers, and the presidio by military jurisdiction. * 34 35 * 37

Bancroft, op. d t .. 223.
33" zPalou, op. cit., IV, 1.
34 ,

Palou, op. cit.. Iv, 82, 83.
35

Bancroft, op. cit., XVHI, I, 259. The expedition consisted of 
235 souls, 340 horses, 165 mules, and 320 cattle.

Dufl^t de Mofr^s (trans.,. ed., and anhot. by Marguerite E. 
Wilbur) Travels on the Pacific Coast. I, 146.

37 ,
Mofras, op. cit.. I46.



The reasons for this plan were based on the tragic experience
of the missions of La Purisima Concepcion and San Pedro y San Pablo,

founded in 1780 on the right bank of the lower Colorado, and des-
38

troyed by an Indian attack in 1781. The lade of temporal control 

by the padres in this unfortunate instance was the basic cause of 

failure. The Viceroy, Marques de Croix, was oonvinoed that only by 

placing religious authorities in control of the temporal as well as 
the religious affairs of the mission, could there be any hope of 
success. Mofras believed that this phase of Spanish colonial policy 

was the basic reason for the success of the Alta California missions.
The principal economic factors in establishing the mission, 

training the converts, and managing the temporal affairs were general

ly similar in all the mission systems, therefore a description of one
mission will indicate the established procedure throughout the chain.

40
These characteristics may be classified under the terms of location, 

physical construction, training and discipline, agricultural and 

industrial labor, and general administration including finance.
In locating a mission h e  first principal requirement was a* 

concentration of population capable of being moulded into an adequate 

labor supply. With a potential labor force assured, the factors of 38 39 40

38
Bancroft, op. cit.. XVIII, I, 357.

39 ,
Mofras, op. cit., I, 146.

40
R. Newcomb, The Old Mission Churches and Historic Houses of 

California, 9.
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arable land, available rrater supply, and natural resources were 

then taken into consideration and a suitable location determined.

The second problem was concerned with the physical construction 

of buildings necessary for the establishment. The pre-pastoral 

Californian missions were constructed in a rectangular stockaded fora, 

later abandoned for adobe. Within this area were located the general 
features of the mission; church, living quarters, and storerooms. 
Indian huts weie located nearby, as were the quarters for troops.

The early mission center e stablishe d a pattern on wHL di the more 

substantial missions were later constructed. An example of one 

of the later missions is that of San Luis Rey. In his description
/ . 41of this establishment, Mofras indicates that the mission was con

structed. in the form of a quadrangle, 150 meters in width, and with 

the chapel located in one of the wings. An ornamental cloister ex

tended along one cf the facades. The interior was constructed in 

the form of a court in which were fountains and trees. From the 

surrounding cloister, doors opened into rooms for the use of priests, 

officials and travelers. In a quiet corner of the mission infirmaries 

were located for both men and women. A school was situated nearby.

Not far from the mission, and surrounding it were the workshops, 

native huts, and houses for white settlers. Tfiithin a radius of some 

ninety to 120 miles were found the fifteen or twenty subsidiary 

farms and chapels maintained under mission jurisdiction. Directly

Mofras, op. cit, 146.



across from the mission Tiere the quarters of the soldiers itoo formed

the military escort for the padre.

The training and discipline of the converts was carried out
under a systematic meihod of instruction and routine. The Indians

were first divided into working units as a matter of convenience

as well as efficiency in the organization of labor force. At sunrise,

all assembled at the church, after which breakfast was served. The
daily tasks consumed the time between breakfast and lunch at eleven

o’clock. Following lunch, a siesta of two hours was taken, at the

end of which work was resumed until an hour before sunset when all
gathered again at the church for the evening Angelus. The evening

meal and recreation followed. The food at the mission consisted of

fresh beef or mutton, and wheat or corn cakes, as well as stews of 
42 43

atole and pinole. The natives also received peas and beans to
44

the amount of an almud each week (approximately fifty-two pounds 

per month, Mexican measure) or almost two pounds daily.
Ihe industrial and agricultural work of the mission was carried 

oh by members c£ both sexes. The men worked in the fields, carpenter 
shops, blacksmith shops, aid other forms of craft work, while the 42 43 44

42
Atole is an ancient Aztec food, consisting of either boiled or 

dried maize.
43

Pinole consists of a ground maize which has been toasted and 
is sometimes eaten with meat stew.

44 .............
An almud is one twelfth of a fanega. As a fanega is equiva

lent to 2.6 bushels (Mexican), the amount of grain par month would 
approximate fifty-two pounds or almost two pounds daily.
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■women were taught to weave cotton, wool, and flax.

Profits arising from the sale of surplus products, such as 

hides, tallow, cereals, wines, and oil were used for the benefit 
of the Indians, to whom "61 e padres distributed clothing, handkej>» 
chiefs, tobacco, rosaries, and glass beads. A certain amount was 

also set aside for the church. A portion of surplus grain was 

always placed in the granaries for use during years when crops were 
poor.

As far as financial assistance was concerned, the missions 
received no aid from the royal government. As a matter of fact, how

ever, aid was given to both Califcrnia by the Department of San Bias. 

Between March 1, 1768 and December 31, 1773 the aid extended to Baja 
California was reported as totaling 207,006 pesos, 6 reales, and 10 
granos. To Alta California the sum of 205,753 pesos had been expended. 

And these figures do not show the cost of goods sent from Mexico
to each of the Califbrnias, nor the sums supplied from confiscated

45
goods or taken from the Pious Fund. Income, however, was received

by the missions from the sale" of a large proportion of their surplus
to the presidios, for which they were reimbursed in specie in Mexico 

46
City. For example, under date of December 2, 1826, the clerk of 

the company connected with the Ashley-Smith explorations writes of 
the annual sale of twenty to twenty-five thousand dollars worth of 

hides and tallow and about twenty thousand dollars worth of soap by

45
Chapman, op. dt,. 127, 128.

46 ,
Mofras, op. cit«. I. 146.
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47
the mission of San Gabriel. On December 19 of the same year

48
Rogers reports in his journal, still referring to San Gabrieli

•This mission, if properly managed, would be equal 
to (a) mine of silver or goldj there (sic) farms are 
(sic) extensive; they raise from 3 to 4000 bushels 
of wheat annually, and sell to shippers for $3 per 
bushel. . There (sic) annual income, situated as it 
is and managed so badly by the Inds. (sic) is worth 
in hides, tallow, soap, wine, ogadent, wheat, and 
corn from 55 to 60,000 dollars.•

Rogers also refers to the four large cisterns in the soap factory
49

capable of holding from 2,000 to 2,500 gallons each.
In records of administration, the Franciscans were particularly 

efficient. During their retention of spiritual and temporal control, 

an annual report was made of births, marriages, and deaths of the 

Indians, the amount of grain planted, the amount of harvest, and the 

increase of live stock. The reports were dispatched to the apostolic 

prefect, and thence through channels of commxinication until they 

eventually reached the king. The reports later found their way into

the hands of the Commissary of the Indies, head of the Franciscan
n . 50Order in the Americas, and to the general of the Order at Rome.

In the three phases of administration under which the missions

were established in accordance with the plan of Spanish colonial 47 48 49 50

47
H. C. Dale, "Journal of Harrison G. Rogers", The Ashlev-Smith 

Explorations and the Discovery of a Central Route to the Pacific. 204.
48

Dale, op. cit». 212.
49

Dale, op. cit.. 218.
50 y
Mofras, op. cit.r L, 139.
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policy and physical establishment, the first two, from 1769 to 1772 
and 1776 to 1782, were dire cted by Father Junipero Serra, and the 

third by Father Lasuen. The leader of the movement was Father Serra.

To him may be ascribed the motivating force and the necessary impetus 
for the entire northward advance.

In 1768 Serra had accompanied the expedition for the purpose 
of establishing missions at strategic points along the coast of Cali
fornia. Beginning with the founding of Sai Diego de Alcala at San

Diego, in 1769, Serra, during his first phase of activity also estab-
51

lished four other missions. During the second phase of Serra*s 

presidency, in a six year period from 1776 to 1782, the two missions 
of San Juan Capistrano, about half-way between Sam Die go and San 

Gabriel, were founded in 1776.' During the same year, the mission of 

San Francisco Assis at San Francisco was established. In 1777, Santa 

Clara mission was founded, and five years later, that of San Buena
ventura.

Upon the death of Serra, Father Lasuen assumed the presidency. 

During his incumbency of twelve years beginning in 1786, nine missions 

were planted. There were therefore, a t the end of the century, a chain 

of eighteen missions from San Diego to San. Francisco. Shortly after 

the opening of the nineteenth century, during the incumbency of Father 

Tapis, The mission of Santa Inez was fcuided in 1804, and two others, 
San Rafael Arcangel and San. Francisco Solano, were established in 
1817 and 1828 respectively. 51

51-
Chapman, op. d t .. 434.
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52
The economic history of the Alta California missions begins

with the supply of the Par tola expedition by the establishments in

Baja California. In 1769 requisitions had been made upon these

missions for church ornaments, live stock, and other supolies to the
53 .

best of their ability. At M s  headquarters in Santa Ana, Galvez

superintended the collection at La Paz and Cape San Lucas for the
marine arm of the expedition, while Rivera proceeded northward and

obtained from the missions in the upper end of the peninsula all
54

that could be spared. To this effort Serra was in accord. 52 53 *

52
The missions established during the first phase of occupancy, 

1769-1772 includei San Diego de Alcali, 1769; San Carlos de Boromeo 
at Monterey, 1770; San Antonio de Padua, 1771; San Gabriel Arcangel 
at Los Angeles, 1771, and San Luis Obispo, 1772.

During the second phase, 1776-1782 the missions established were: 
SaiWuan Capistrano, 1776; San Francisco Asi's, 1776; Santa Clara de 
Asis, 1777; and San Buenaventura, 1782.

Z. Engelhaidt, "California Missions", Catholic Encyclopedia. H I , 
177—183. Engelhardt includes the following missions in the third phase 
of mission founding: Santa Barbara, 1786; La Purfsima Concepcion, 1781; 
Santa Cruz, 1791; Nuestra Sefiora de Soledad, 1791; San JosO, 1797;
San Juan Bautista, 1797; San Miguel Arcangel, 1797; San Fernando Rey, 
1797; and San Luis Rey, 1798.

53
Bancroft, op. cit,. XVIII, I, 117.

Bancroft, op. dt.. 121-128. Rivera obtained 200 cattle, 140 
horses, 46 mules and two asses from northern missions.

The manifest of the San Carlos shows supplies for eight months and 
includes: 4676 lbs meat, 1783 lbs. fish, 230 be. maize, 500 lbs. lard,
7 jars vinegar, 5 tons wood, 1275 lbs. brown sugar, 5 jars brandy, 6 
tanates figs, 3 tanatas raisins, 2 tanatas dates, 300 lbs. red pepper,
125 lbs garlic, 6678 lbs. bread, common; 690 lbs. bread, white; 945 

lbs. rice, 045 lbs. chick-peas, 17 bu. salt, 3800 gals, water, 450 lbs. 
cheese, 6 jars California wine, 125 lbs. sugar, 275 lbs. chocdate, 10 
hams, 11 bottles oil, 2 lbs. spice, 25 smoked beef tongues, 6 live 
cattle, 575 lbs. lentils, 112 candles, 1300 lbs. flour, 15 sacks bran,
495 lbs. beans, 16 sacks coal, hens fcr the sick and for breeding, $1,000 
in money. Many of the articles named,or specified portions thereof,were 
intended for the missions.
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For the folio-wing four years -toe Order was engaged in its
first phase of activity in Alta California. By 1772, the first
five missions of the chain which was eventually to reach the gemma
region, had been established# In the resolution of the .junta guerra

y real hacienda (council of war and state) which had prescribed the

jurisdiction of the Franciscan and Dominican Orders, a. clause had been

included requiring a report annually on the condition of the new 
55 56

establishments# On May 12, 1772, Palou had received the order 

to which he replied on December 10, 1773, In this report Palou 

presented the condition of the new establishments in Alta California 

during the period of five year occupancy. From an economic stand

point, the progress rade in the temporal, activities of the missions 
is important.

Considering the status of the missions at the time of their 
founding, slight progress had been made in agriculture. At San Diego 

the grain had been either destroyed by floods in the river bottom 

where it had been sown during the first year of occupancy, or killed 

by a drought in the second year when resown in a different area. At 
San Gabriel, a similar disaster was experienced in the first year, 

but the second crop produced 130 fane gas of maise, and seven of beans, 

the first yielding 195 fold, and the latter twenty-one. The pro
duction at San Luis Obispo was mediocre, and at San Antonio and San 

Carlos only promises of good production were made. In 1772, 55 56 *

55
Bancroft, op. d t .. XVIII, I, 198.56Ibid.
Ibid.- 57
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at the latter mission, only five fane gas, shoot fifteen bushels, 

vere harvested. The agricultural program had been one of experi

mentation. The outlook was not promising.
58

In livestock a more hopeful economic outlook prevailed.
59

At the founding of these missions, the total livestock furnished 

each mission numbered eighteen. On the basis of the report, there
fore, the missions had produced id.thin a period sufficient stock

60
to increase the total herd for the £he missions to 205 head.

A similar report made in 1774 indicated a further increase of the
61

herd to a total of 304, horses from 67 to 160, goats from 67 to 

95, srrine from 102 to 131, "with asses remaining at the former figure 
of four.

In considering the growth of population, and using the decade 

from 1790 to 1800, on a basis of the nine missions established under 

Serra and the two additional establishments of Santa Barbara and La 

Purisima Concepcion, the period shows an annual increase of 320 

at the eleven missions. In 1790 the total mission population numbered 

7,500. In the seven new misaons founded in the last decade of the 

century 2,800 converts were registered at the missions. The total 58 59 60

58
Bancroft, op, cit.. 205.

59
The first eight missions received eighteen head of stock with 

- which to start.
60
Palou, op. cit.. IH, 240.

61
Chapman, op. cit.. 336.
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mission population, therefore, in 1800 numbered 13,500 or a gain of62
6,000 in the decade.

During this same decade, the mission flocks and herds increased 

three-fold. Horses, mules, and horned cattle increased from 22,000 
to 67,000, and small stock, almost exclusively sheep, from 26,000 to

6386,000.
In agricultural products the yield in 1790 totaled 30,000 bushels

and -was practically the same in 1795• Howver, in IKK), the largest
yield of 75,000 bushels vas obtained. Of this amount, approximately

three fifths consisted of tdieat. The average yield v/as fifteen 
64

fold. In total grain production for the entire decade from 1790
to 1800, an average annual yield of 56,000 bushels of grain wes 

65
produced. Humboldt's figures for the year 1791 shov; a yield of 

15,197 fane gas of -wheat for 874 sown, or an approximate return of six
teen to one. In 1802. Humboldt indiestes a return of 33.576 fanegas

66
on a sowing of 2,089. Engelhardt gives a grand summary of pro-67
duction for the twenty-one missions from 1770 to the end of 1831*

Bancroft, History .of California. XVIII, I, 576, 577.
63
Bancroft, op. cit.. 577.64
Bancroft, op. cit.. 578.65
Bancroft, op. cit.. 619. Of this amount 36,000 bushels were 

in wheat, 11,700 in com, 5400 in barley, 1800 in beans, and 1200 in 
miscellaneous grains such as peas, lentils, etc.66

A. de Humboldt, Kingdom of New Spain. II, 296.
Z. Engelhardt, "California Mis el ons", Catholic Encyclopedia. Ill, 188.

67
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His figures indicate that there -were harvested in round numbers 

during the period a total of 2,200,000 bushels of wheat, 600,000 

Mabels of barley, 850,000 bushels of corn, 160,000 bushels of beans, 

and 100,000 bushels of peas azri lentils, not to mention garden pro

ducts# At the beighth, the missions owned 232,000 head of cattle,
68

268,000 "sheep, 34,000 mules or burros, 8,300 goats, and 3,400 swine. 
Prior to ihe arrival of the padres, the natives had subsisted on a 

* gathering" basis# Acorns, seed% and berries formed their diet to a 
great extent.

At the beginning of the nineteenth century the herds of Cali-
69

fornia numbered 187,000 animals# Of this number, the mission

herds totaled 153,000; the presidios 18,000; and the pueblos 16,000.

Bancroft indicates that the increase had been uninterrupted from
70

1769 with the exception of a slight decrease in 1794 and 1795#
In 1802, Humboldt shows that the total beeves number 67,782, sheep

71
107,172, horses 19,429, with 877 mules.

Although not strictly within the colonial period, the effect 
72

of changing from a religious adnti.nistration of missions to that of 

civil administration is shown by a comparison of population, live-

68
Engelhardt, opj, cit., III, 180.

69
Bancroft, op. cit.. 621. Of this number there were included:

74,(XX) cattle, 24,000 horses, 1,000 mules, and 88,000 sheep, in addi
tion to swine and goats.

70
Bancroft, op. cit.. 621.

71
De Humboldt, op. cit.. II, 297. See Appendix X, XI, this thesis

72 /See Appendix XII. Moflras, op. cit.. I, I64.
this thesis.
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stock, and agricultural production, in the years of 1834 and 1842.

The effect on the population is shovm by a decline from 30,650

mission Indians to 4,450; reduction in numbers of cattle is observed

in the decline from 424,000 to 28,220; horses also -were reduced in
numbers from 62,500 to 3,800; sheep totals fell from 321,500 to

31,600. In agriculture, the grain production fell from 122,500

fanegas (318,500 bushels) to 31,600 fanegts (82,360 bushels), and
73

in area from 70,000 hectares to 4,000.
In the industrial efforts of the mission, craftsmen were im

ported from Merico for the purpose of imparting instruction to the 

converts in various trades. It appears that these artisans were paid 
by the authorities at the inception of the program, but after 1795 

the friars were obliged to assume this obligation. However, prior

to 1800 the converts had received sufficient instruction to enable
74

them to carry on their work without further outside assistance.

As a result of this instruction, looms were set up in many of the 
missions, and Indian labor was thus utilized in the production of 
blankets, and coarse woolen fabrics such as were worn by the converts. 

Hides were tanned, shoes manufactured, coarser parts of saddles

Mofras. op. cit.. If 164.
74
Bancroft, op. cit.. 615. Trades are mentioned such as mill

ing, stone cutting, tanning, shoemaking, tailoring, carpentering, 
blacksmithing, weaving, ribbon making and other craft work.



■were fabricated, and after 1798, soap was produced in sufficient

quantities to supply home needs. Rough pottery was fabricated at

San Franciscq and at San Luis Obispo sufficient water power was
75

developed to operate flour mills.
In addition to grain and stock production and development, 

the Franciscan missions of California were instrumental in intro
ducing the first fruit and vegetable crops of European origin into 

76
the new area. At least eleven types of fruit trees, ten different

grains, cotton, tobacco, flax, aid hemp were introduced by these
77

missions, according to Hendry.

Reference had previously been made to the sea otter trade as 
78

the real determiner, of Spain's colonial policy in the Pacific 
during the late eighteenth century. As a matter of fact, the 

prospects of lucrative returns from this trade constituted one of

75
Bancroft, op. cit., 617,618. Engelhardt, op. cit.. Ill, 180. 

Engelhardt here quotes a U.S. report for 1852 in which the Franciscans 
are referred to as having turned the savages into 'masons, carpen
ters, plasterers, soap makers, tanners, shoe makers, blacksmiths, 
millers, bakers, cooks, brick makers, carters, cast makers, weavers * 
and spinners, saddlers, shepherds, agriculturists, herdsmen and 
vintagers'.

76
G. IF. Hendry, "Plant Content of Adobe Bricksj1 California 

Historical Society. Appendix M., 748. The first fruit, vegetable, 
and field crops were introduced by the padres.

Ibid. The orange, lemon, fig, grape, olive, apple, pear, peach, 
apricot, pomegranate, plum, cherry, melon, and watermelon, these were 
all introduced by the missionaries. In addition there were brought in 
the following: wheat, barley, corn, beans, frijoles, horse beans, gar- 
banzos, peas, lentils, onions, lettuce, and hemp, cotton, and tobacco.

78
Supra.. Chapter V., Bala Cali lb m i  a* 80, this thesis.



the motivating forces for extensive participation by Spain. •

In 1784 and 1785# as the pressure from English and Russian

fur merchants toward the Pacific increased, the first organized
plan to meet this encroachment, and at the same time to meet the

shortage of quicksilver in Mexican mining operations, was submitted
79

by Vicente Vasadre y Vega in September, 1784* Under the plan 
proposed by Vasadre, the supply ships for the Califomias were 

to secure the sea otter pelts and return them to San Bias for reship

ment on the Manila galleons to the Orient. The Chinese demand for 

pelts, and their abundant supply of quicksilver would then result

in an exchange by which the quicksilver could be returned to San
80

Bias. On January 22, 1786 the plan was decreed by Viceroy Bernardo 
/de Galvez. It had met with approval by both the Provincial mining 

director and the California authorities.

In actual operation the plan constituted a monopoly for Vasadre, 

and in it, abuses developed. In view of the consequent difficulties, 

and inasmuch as the Indians had been exchanging their pelts at the 
missions for clothing and other necessary articles, Vasadre concluded 

that by placing control of the trade under mission authority, abuses 
would be eliminated and efficiency result.

Accordingly, Vasadre recommended exclusive mission control of

147

79
Ogden# The fellforhia Sea Otter Trade. 15.

80
Ogden, op. d t,, 15.



148

the sea otter trade. As the mission and Mexican authorities unani

mously approved the suggestion, such control was effected in March,
81

1787. The method of payment was actually that of a barter system
between the Indians and the mission. Consignments of goods were

dispatched to the mission from Mexico on requisition, there to be

exchanged for the pelts. The method required the establishment of

an accurate sys tem of records and accounts. The goods were billed

in accordance with regular practice, and the hides were credited

in accordance with an accepted scale of prices. The difference was

adjusted between the mission ami the supply office at San Bias.

The barter stage existed only at the mission at the time of the
original transfer. These new regulations became effective in March,

821787, with the entire approval of Father Lasuen, head of the 

mission system.
83

In June, 1789, however, the mission system of control was 

restricted by orders of the government and the administration placed 

in the hands of the presidial habilitados (paymasters). The effect 

was disruption of the entire system of labor supply, and with it, 

mis sion economy, as under the decontrol order, the mission Indians 

withdrew in large numbeis for the more lucrative otter hunting.

In 1790, an attempt was made to restore the control to the padres, but

Ogden, op. cit.. 19. 
82
Ibid.

81

83
Ogden, op. cit.. 21.
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a decree from the king in the same year nullified the attempt.

Hcmever, on July 22, 1791» Father Lasuen urged the mission padres 
to continue the collection of otter skins in spite of the order, 

as he felt that higher prices would result with subsequent benefits 

to the missions.
Meanwhile, opposition to Vasadre had centered in the Philippine 

Company over the question of quicksilver purchases. This controversy, 

together with the decree of 1790, caused him to withdraw from this 

activity.

In actual operations, the first voyage of Vasadre resulted in
84

the acquisition of 1,060 otter skins, of which a 2,000 dollar

consignment had been shipped from Rosario and San Fernando on the 
85

peninsula. In November, 1789, the Favorita and San Carlos returned

from a voyage with 1,750 skins of which 1,133 had been supplied by

San Diego and the lower Califbmia missions. Of the northern missions
86

Monterey had furnished 220 skins, and Santa Barbara, 116.

The importance of the trade is evidenced by noting the shipping 

which entered the area during the period. In a span of sixty-one 

years from 1786 to 1847 a total of eighty-three ship® were registered 

as legitimately engaged directly or indirectly with the sea otter

84
Ogden, op, cit.« 16.

85
Ogden, op. tit.. 19.

86
Ibid. See Appendix XIII, this thesis.



trade. In the t-roenl̂ -six years from l ? #  to ML2, with which

this study is more immediately otincemed, tid-rty-six ships, either
88 89

privately or gpveraamt orowd, under the flags of four nations,

completed fifty-seven voyages to the California coasts. During

these voyages they toadied at and traded in the principal ports of
90

Mexico and California ihich had been established by that time.
The logs of twenty-eight of these voyages during the period indicate

shipments of 38,311 hides. By 1790 the prices of otter pelts on

the Chinese market had risen to -values varying from eighty to 120

dollars each. Based on China prices, the total value for the twenty-

six years would have varied from a little over three million dollars

to over four and one-half million for the thirty-six ships of which

there is record. The yearly average would have ranged between
91

120,000 and 189,000 dollars.

87

87
Ibid.. Appendix, 155-182. These figures were extracted and com

piled from Slips1 lego recorded In the appendix of Ogden’s work.
88
Of the thirty-six ships cited, eight were owned by the Spanish 

government, three by the Russian American Fur Company, and the remainder 
privately owned.

89
The nations represented were the United States, Great Britain, 

Spain, and Russia, with three ships under the Russian American Fur 
Company, The great majority of United States flag vessels hailed 
from Boston.

90
The ports vd. th dates of first entry as taken from logs on 

pages 155-182 are: San Bias, 1786; Monterey, 1786; Santa Barbara, 1786;
San Diego, 1786, San Francisco, 1788, Santa Cruz, 1793, Todos Santos 
Bay, 1798, San Jose del Cabo, 1801; San Juan Capistrano, 1803 and 
others not mentioned.

91
Estimated on China sales prices.
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Vasadre had accomplished «udu Between 1786 and 1790. otter
• ' ' - ' ' ' " • 92

and seal skins to the number of 9,279 had been shipped to Manila,

thereby returning $3,120,(XX) to the Spanish treasury. But wire than

this, he had opened up the California otter tiade, and -with it a
93

positive program for the last decade of the eighteenth century.

Reference has been made to the origin and management of the 
94

Pious Fund. Upon the expulsion of the Jesuits by decree in 1767,
- • : 1

the tempora3JLti.es connected with the order were seized by the

crown, including the Pious Fund, However, this fund was taken over

and held in trust and managed by officers appointed for the pur-
95

pose, called a .1 unta directive (board of directors). Through the 
ecclesiastical authorities, steps were taken to have the use of the 

fund continued for the purposes for which it was originally dedicated.

During the period following the expulsion and up to the poli
tical struggle beginning in Mexico in 1811, the revenues of the

fund amounted approximately to 50,(XX) piasters (pesos) annually, an
. 96

amount adequate to pay the required stipend or sxnodo to the padres. 

Funds were remitted to the fifteen Dominicans at the rate of 600 pesos 

each, and to the forty Franciscans at the rate of 400 each, amounting

92
Ogden, op. cit.. 24.

93
Ibid.

94
Ogden, op. cit.. See Chapter V.

95
J. T. Doyle, History of the Pious Fund of California. 12.96 ■ ■ ■
Mofras, op. cit.. I., 137.

a
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in all to 25,000 pesos. With the balance, machinery, tools, and
97

sacred ornaments were purchased for the missions.
98

On June 19, 1773, Manglno, director of temporalities, reported

the approximate expenditure of 14,879 pesos from the Fund for the
use of missions in both Galifornias. There were, however, sources
of income for the Fund derived through the mission activities, that
is, from the manufacture of furniture and sale to the presidios, and

99
from the disposal of suiplus crops to the warehouse at San Bias,
At San Bias, credit was given the respective mission concerned, and

an amount was then paid, equivalent to the value of the consignment,

to the Procurator of Missions In Mexico City, the payment being

made from the royal treasury, likewise, tire government reimbursed

the Procurator for the value of.any furniture made at the missions
100

and sold to the presidios. The credits thus allowed were employed

in the purchase of necessary merchandise by the various missions.

Overland shipments of this merchandise were made to San Bias from

which port all cargo was transported twice yearly without charge
to the various California ports.

101
By 1773, however, misuse of the Fund appeared from time to

Mofras, op. dt.. I., 137.
98
C. E. Chapman, The Founding of Spanish California. 260.

99 ,
Mofras, op. d t . . I., 137.

100
Ibid. .

101
Chapman, op. d t . . 127.



time. In 1774* the Fund wag charged with 10,000 pesos to apply on
" 106' ' " -

the expense of San Bias. On April 12, 1793, Revilla Gigedo 

reported 715,000 pesos as the total fund, and indicated the interest 

should equal 35,575 pesos, which, with an annual expenditure of only
22.000 pesos, should have left a surplus.

Fran 1811 to 1825 and again from 1823 to January, 1831, due to
political troubles in Mexico, the missions failed to receive their 

103
regular stipends. In 1827, the government confiscated the sum of

78.000 piasters (pesos) deposited at a bank in Mexico City as proceeds 

from the sale of Arroyo Zaroo, formerly mission property. The Congress 

of Jalisco also confiscated extensive land holdings. The total amount 

eventually absorbed by the Mexican government equaled a sum in the
104

excess of one million pesos. Ultimately the entire Fund was sold
105

by Santa Anna to the firm of Barrie and Rubio, Freres.

Without disparaging in the least, the personal integrity and 

purity of the religious motives of the individual padres who administered 

the great mission system of California, it appears that the institu

tions which had been created and maintained by their Order, had de

veloped into an organization sanething more than a religious institu

tion. These missions were definitely, from an economic standpoint^

102
Chapman, op. cit.. 423.

103
Mofras, op. cit.. I., 137.

104
Mofras, op. cit., I., 137. 

1°5 ,
Mofras, op. cit.. I., 137.
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going commercial concerns with an unlimited amount of practically 
serf labor.

The autocratic power of the padre, combined with this type of 
labor, and with practically boundless natural resources, was able to 

combine these factors favorably. As a result the huge estates on . 
which they and their converts lived, were developed into agricultural, 
industrial, and commerical communities. Eventually, the government 

itself became a debtor to the institution which it had originally 

designed for a different purpose.



Chapter VII

Conclusion

From the foie goiig certain conclusions are derived. First, the 

mission nas indissolubly united with the temporal agencies of the 
Spanish crown in effecting the sxtojugation and occupation of New Spain 
and its frontiers, Second, although the mission was organized to 

function primarily as a religious institution, this activity could 

not be divorced from the economic functions which the mission was 

obliged to perform in order to maintain its existence. Third, the 

performance of these functions was dependent to a great extent upon 

material factors of labor, land, and capital administered by the 

padre in the capacity of entrepeneur. These factors, favorable or 

detrimental, determined the success or failure of the mission.

Fourth, advantageous locations with a sedentary, docile type of 

labor often resulted in sensational economic development. In locali

ties where disadvantageous material factors prevailed, such as 

those of nomadic populations of warlike character, dismal failures 

resulted. Fifth, the mission was as dependent upon the military 

arm of advance as the military arm was dependent upon the successful 

economic functioning of the mission. Sixth, the secularization of 
tine missions on the frontier resulted in a cultural regression of 

the native population, due mainly to the inability to effect such 

disciplinary control over the natives as was perfected by the regular 

Orders. Seventh, in Alta California the peak of mission activity



F:

was reached, with the missionaries becoming economic masters of means 

and ability to develop trade, agriculture, and the industrial arts.

In effect, then, the missionaries were more than religious in

structors; they nere occupied with all forms of business activity 

from that of fermers and ranchers to that of bankers, traders, and 

employers of labor. The greatest contribution of the missions from 
a temporal standpoint was the establishmmt of a mission chain which 

reached its highest degree of efficiency and activity in Alta Cali

fornia. Here the missions successfully withstood aggressive alien 

interests and were instrumental In holding California for Spain.

156



Appendix I

El iris complete de que se tlene noticia, fue el de 174.9# que 
mando levantar Fr. Andres Varo, con motive del Inform* que redacto 
para el Real Acuerdo. Faltan tan solo endL legajo respective - 
qulza per muy antiguo extravitf - los padrones parciales correspondientes 
a las missiemes de El Paso y La Junta de los Rios,

Fray Francisco Antonio de la Rosa y Figueroa iuvo la paciencia 
de practicar un recuente y de hacer un resumen,dividiendo a los habitantes 
de Nuevo Mexico en gehtes "de razon" e indies.

/Bn los pedrones mismos se hace la especificacion en "chicos11 
y "grandes", sin anotar edades, aunque a las veces se indica el z 
grado de parentesco entre los primeros y los segundos. Transcribe 
desde luego el resumen practicado por el dicho Fr. Francisco Antonio 
de la Rosa y Figueroa, archivero de la Pro vincia del Santo Evangelic,

Translation of Text

The fullest (account) of that which there is notice, was that 
of 1749, which Fr, Andres Varo had begun on the occasion of the report 
which he drew up for the Royal Tribunal. The partial census lists 
corresponding to the missims of El Paso and La Junta de los Rjfos 
are lacking only in the respective file, perhaps through a very old 
misplacement.

Fray Frsncisco Antonio de la Rosa y Figueroa had the patience 
of making an inventory and composing a summary, dividing the inhabi
tants of New Mexico into civilized (mission controlled) and Indians.

In the same census lists is made the spe ciflotation of younger 
and older without annotating the ages, though at times there is 
understood the degree of relationship between the former and the 
latter. To begin with, he transcribed the summary made by the said 
Friar Francisco Antonio de la Rosa y Figueroa, archivist of the 
province of Santo Evangelic.
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Misiones "Gente. de
Villa de Santa Fe 965
Mision de Pecos 
Galisteo 
Tezuque 
Nambe 100
San Ildefonso 68
CaKada 1205
Santa Clara 21
San Juan de los Caballeros 
Pecurfes

300
50

Thaos 125
Santo Domingo 
Cochit£ 35
San Felipe 70
Santa Ana 100
Zfa 100
Xemes
Laguna
Acoma
Zuni
Zandia
Albuquerque 500
San Agustifn de la Isleta 100

Misiones del Paso

K* Sra, de Guadalupe 1000
San Lorenzo 150
Zenecu 102
Corpus Chris ti 54
Socorro 250

Junta de los Rios

San Francis co 
N. Era. de Quadalupe 
San Juan ,
San Cristobal 
San Pedro Apostol 
Santiago

Resme’n .
: Niiaero de Indies 17,176

Espanoles y castas 4.395
Que suman 21,571

Fernando Ocaranza, Establecimientos Francisc^nos en el Misterioso 
Reino de Nuevo Mexico. 145«

m
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Appendix H

"Ya con anterioridad he infer made que en su to tali dad, se 
fimdaron 18 misiones en California, pero de estas, algunos canbiadas, 
mas tarde, a obros lugares y bajo otro nombre; algvmas mas fueron 
fusionadas y de dos se hizo una; de modo que, al principio del abo 
de 1768, solo se c ontaron 15, cuyos nombres quiero asentar aqui, aun^ 
que no conforms al ano de su funds cion, sino conforme a su situaoi^n, 
es decire, como ee sigaen en el pais, de Sur a Norte. La primer* 
es la que se llama San Jose,parque que da muy cerca del Cabo de San 
Lucas, del lado del Mar Californiano se establecief en el a m  1720.
La segunda es la de Santiago o San Jacobo, distante. 12 boras de la 
primer a y xmas cuatro del mencicnado Mar de California; se fundio en 
el ano de 1721. La tercera, la de Todos Santos, queda situada frente 
a la anterior y ya casi sobre el litoral del Mar del Sur; se fundid 
en 1720. Podria hacerse el viaje de una mision a la otra en un dfa, 
pero, debido a una serranfa casi inaccesible, que las separa y cuya 
punta extrema se llama San Lucas, tenia que hacerse un rodeo de tres 
d&s, cuando querian visitarse los dos misioneros, de los cuales uno 
residia en San Jacobo, teniendo tambien a su cargo la administracion 
de la mision de San Jose. La oxarta es la que se llama De Nuestra 
Madre Dolorosa, distante mas de sententa boras de camino de Todos Santos 
y seis del Mar de California; fundada en 1721. La quinta, la de San 
AloMio, en medio de los dos mares y a una distancia de seis boras de 
los Siete Dolores, fundada en 1737. La sexto, de San Xavier, treinta 
boras de la anterior, ocho boras del Mar Cel if orniano, fundada en 1699.
La septima, Loreto, ocho boras de San Xavier, hacia el Mores to, quads 
solamenta a una distancia de un tiro de piedra del Mar Californiano; 
fundada en 1697. La octava es la de San Jose Gomantif, mas cercana al 
Mar del Sur que al Golfo de California, un dfa de camino de San Xavier 
hacia Moreste; fundada en 1708, La Novena, la de la Concepcion Immaculada, 
dista un dfa largo de San Jose, al Noroes te, y no muy lejos del Mar del 
Sur; fundada alrededor del ano de 1715. La decima, Santo Rosalia, media 
bora del Mar de Caliib m i a  y un dfa largo de La Concepcidn Immaculada, 
al Koroeste, fbndada en 1705. La decima primera, Guadalupe, do d & s  de 
camino de la Concepcidh Immaculada hacia el Norte, no muy lejos del Mar 
del Sur, fundada en 1720. La decima segunda, que es la de San Ignacio, 
casi en el centre del pais, un dfa de camino de las dos antyiores, fun
dada en 1728. La decima tercera, de Santa Gertrudis, dos dias de camino 
hacia el Noroes te, de San Ignacio, fundada en 1751. La decima cuarta, 
de San Borjas, do dias largos de viaje de Santo Gertrudis, hacia el 
Noroes te; fue fundada en 1762, La de'cipia quinta y ultima, que se llama 
De Nuestra Senora de Columna, a tres dias de distancia de San Borjas, 
hacia el Golfo de California y bajo los 31 grades de latitud Norte, 
fundada en 1766.n

Juan J. Baegert, (intro, by Paul Kirchoff, trans. by Pedro R. Hendrichs) 
Noticias de la Peninsula Americana de California. 154-155•



Appendix II: Translation

‘•Now previously I advised that in the aggregate, eighteen missions 
were founded in Caliibraia, but of these some moved later, to other places 
and under another name: moreover, some were merged, and of two, one formed 
so that at the opening of the year 1768, they only numbered fifteen, whose 
names I desire to list here, although it does not agree to the year of 
their establishment, txit conforms to their location, that is to say, as 
they follow in order in that region, from south to north. The first is 
that which is named San Jose, because it lies very near to the cape of 
San Lucas, cm the edge of the Californian Sea, and was established in 
1720. The second is that of Santiago or San Jacobo, twelve hours distant 
from the first and seme four from the previously mentioned sea. It was 
founded in 1721. The third, that of Todos Santos, lies situated opposite 
to the preceding and almost upon the coast of the South Sea; it was 
established in 1720. It would be possible to .make the trip from one 
mission to the other in a day, but owing to an almost inaccessible 
mountain ridge (mountainous region) a roundabout course (detour) of three 
days had to be made, when the two missionaries wished to visit, of which 
the one who resided in San Jacobo, having also in his care the adminis
tration of the mission of San Jose! The fourth is that which is named 
De Muestra Madre Doloreso, more than seventy hours distant by road from 
Todos Santos, and six from the Sea of California, founded in 1721. The 
fifth is that of San Aloysio, between the two seas and a distance of 
six hours from Los Siete Dolores, founded in 1737. The sixth, San Xavier, 
thirty hours from the previously mentioned, eight hours from the Cali
fornian Sea, founded in 1699. The seventh, Loreto, eight hours from 
San Xavier, to the northeast, lies only a distance of a stone's throw 
from the Californian Sea, founded in 1697. The eighth is that of San 
Jose Comantu, much nearer to the South Sea than to the Gulf of California, 
a (hy by road from San Xavier to the northeast, founded in 1708. The 
ninth, that of Concepcion Imm&oulada, is distant a long day (march) from 
San Jose to the northwest, and not very far from the South Sea; founded 
about the year 1715. Hie tenth, Santa Rosalia, one half hour from the 
Sea of California, and a cby's distance from La Concepcion Immaculada, 
to the northwest, founded in 1705. The eleventh, Guadalupe, two days 
by road from Concepcion Immaculada, to the north, not very far from the 
South Sea, founded 1720. The twelfth, which is that of San Ignacio, 
almost in the center of the region, a day by road from the two previously 
mentioned, founded 1728. The thirteenth, of Santa Gertrud!s, two days 
by road to the northwest of San Ignacio, founded in 1751. The four
teenth, of San Borjas, two long days march from Santa Gertrud!s, to the 
northeast, was founded in 1762. The fifteenth and last, which is 
called DeKuestra Senora de Colunna, at three days distance from San 
Borja, to the Gulf of California and below the thirty-first degree of 
north latitude, founded in 1766.



Appendix III

"The first success cf his (Salvatierra) endeavors came from 
the alms of two thousand scudi which the Count of Miravall.es and the 
Marquis de Buenavis ta promised. Other benefactors, after the manner 
of these gentlemen, offered to give fifteen thousand scudi and in 
fact did give five thousand. The brotherhood of Nuestra Senora de los 
Dolores, then existent in the College of San Pedro y San Pablo in 
Mexico (city) endowed one mission; and Don Juan Caballero y Ocio, a 
priest of Queretaro, not less rich than pious and liberal toward God, 
offered to endow two. Besides, Don Pedro Gil de la Sierp% the treasurer 
of the king in Acapulco, promised to lend them a galliot for their 
trip and to give them arother small vessel for the transportation of 
supplies."

In 1737, Gas par Rodero, Procurator-General of the Indies sent 
a memorial to the king of Spain indicating the contributors to the 
Pious Fund and the amount of their contributions up to this date.

Marques de Villapuente (up to April 8, 1720) Pesos - 167,540 
Juan Caballero y Ocio 44,000
Diego Gil de la Sierpe 25,000
Nicolas de Ermiaga 14,000
Nicolas de Arteaga 12,000
Marquesa de las Torres 10,000
Duque de Linares 11,000
Padre Joseph de Guevara (a Jesuit) 10,000
Padre Juan Maria Luyando (a Jesuit) 10,000
The Brotherhood of Dolores of Mexico City 8,000
Damas de Zaldivia: 4,000
Her Excellency SeSbra Duquesa de Sessa 2,000
Luis de Velasco 10,000
The Jesuit Fathers of Sinaloa, Sonora and Tarahuma

(up to 1720) 105,000
The cities and villages of Mexico 115.500

Total 548,040

"Don Juan Caballero y Ocio was born in Queretaro, Mexico, in 1644.
He was mayor of the city and gave large sums of money to erect churches, 
schools, hospitals, convents, and colleges. Two of the beautiful churches 
that he helped to build are the Santa Clara in Mexico City, and St. Dominic 
in Guadalajara. He gpve $150,000 to found and aid the missions on the 
peninsula, and at one time he told Salvatierra that he would honor any 
bill of expenditures that might be sent to him, provided it carried M s  
signature."

Francisco J. Clavigero, (trans. and ed. by S. E. Lake and A.A. Gray) 
The History of Lower California. 153•



Appendix CT

Fruits, Grains, Livestock of Jesuit Missions

Among the plants and fruit trees imported and transplanted in 
Baja California, Clavigero mentions nine specimens: olive, lenon, orange, 
peach, pomegranate, fig, apple, guava, and yellow sapota. The grains 
transplanted include wheat, corn, and rice. Among other items brought 
in are included grapevines, watermelons, muskmelons, squash, and date 
palms. Vegetables include chick-peas, lentils, beans, French beans, 
lettuce, cabbage, endives, camotes (tubers), onions, garlic, turnips, 
radishes, and fennel.-*- Sugar cane was also introduced.2

At tiie expense and by the industry of the padres, oxen, horses, 
donkeys, sheep, goats, pi# , dogs, and cats were brought into Baja 
California from New Spain.3

The climatic conditions were favorable to the animals but reduction 
in numbers was earned by scarcity of pastures, lack of water, and depre
dations of lions. Horses, as a result, were constantly being brought 
over.4

At the mission of San Xavier, Father Ugarte converted the natives 
to agriculturists and artisans • He sowed wheat and planted com, as 
well as various kinds of garden stuff and vegetables. In this way 
saving was made on the expense of transportation of provision from 
New Spain. He brought in sheep, taught shearing, carding, spinning, 
and weaving of wool. He personally made distaffs, spindles, looms, 
and necessary tools for the carrying on of weaving. Ugarte brought 
over a weaver by the name of Antonio Moran at five hundred pesos annually 
to teach the natives the art of weaving*5

At Guadalupe a vineyard of five hundred vines was planted.^

B. J. Clavigero, op. dt.. 42, 46, 53, 54. 2
Clavigero, op. cit.. 54.
3
Clavigero, op, cit.. 78, 79.
4
Clavigero, op. cit.. 83.
5
Clavigero, op. cit.. 187.6
Clavigero, op. d t . . 264.
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Relative to grain production, as a matter of fact, the localities 
in-which grain could thrive were few due to scarcity of water, but the 
results obtained were proportionate to the fertility of the soil. 
Clavigero notes that id.th inferior land, the return varied from 40 to 
60 moggia^ for one j moderately good and well cultivated land produced 
80 to 120 to one; superior ground yielded 200 to 300 or more for one.

In the manuscript histories of Fathers Miguel Barco and Lucas 
Ventura, employed by Clavigero in his account, an instance is shown 
at the mission of San Francisoo Xavier, there a yield of 29 bushels 
for every one sown, was obtained. The figures quoted indicate the 
sewing of eight and one half moggia and a yield of 2472, or from 42§ 
bushels the return of 12,460.

10This grain, known as espiguln was subject to a blight, called 
chahuitzle by the Mexicans. It was also affected by the gophers, 
locusts, birds, and squirrels as well as by lack of water. These 
conditions, as a result, reduced the crop. If "these causes for crop 
reduction could have been-removed, it5s probable that sufficient 
grain would have been produced to mairtain the settlements without 
resorting to the necessity of importing grain from New Spain.

Com is also mentioned by Clavigero as yielding 200, 250, and 
at times 400 moggia for one. But this grain likewise was exposed to 
conditions which reduced the total yield. Importation of this product 
was therefore necessary. It was obtained from Sinaloa and other 
areas. 1

7
Moggia. an Italian dry measure of varied amount, but generally 

about five bushels.
8
Clavigero, op, dt., 44.

9
Ibid. These figures are obtained from reducing the moggia to 

bushels. The moggia. of five bushels, was one-twelfth of a fanega: 
a fanega. therefore, was the equivalent of sixty bushels.

10
Espiguin. is a grain resembling wheat.11
Clavigero, op. d t . . 45.



Appendix V

Supplying of Missions

The vast stock ranches managed by Father Kino mere a source of 
supply to his many missions as well as to those adjacent districts.
At one time he sent Salvatierra in Baja California seven hundred head 
of cattle.

In 1698, the year following the beginning of occupation by the 
Jesuits, Don Agustjm de Encinas, benefactor of the mission, began 
sending among other things, horses, oxen, and other animals to Salva
tierra in the two boats given to the padre by the benefice nee of the 
treasurer, Don Pedro de la SieVpe.

To relieve shortage of supplies, Salvatierra proceeded to the 
Sonora missions in 1700 to obtain further aid from Kino who had been 
dispatching cattle, furniture, and supplies from the mines and missions 
of Sonora. These ware shipped from the port of Guaymas to Loreto.

Either in Jamary or February, 1701, Salvatierra arrived at 
Dolores and five days later he set out westward Mwi.1h twenty loads of 
provisions"and eight pack animals, mainly mules.

In the fall of 1700, Kino sent across the gulf to Salvatierra, 
supplies from various settlements in Sonora. More than six hundred 
cattle were sent. Dolores (Kino’s own mission) sent two hundred 
head of stock. One distant (Oposura) gave one hundred cattle and one 
thousand sheep and goats. Large quantities of lard, flour, and tallow 
were sent. Ten leads of flour were sent to Salvatierra the next year.4

In December, 1702, Father Ugarte embarked for Sonora from which 
place he obtained cows, sheep, goats, horses, and a good supply of 
provisions.5 1

1
Clavigero,
2
Clavigero,
3
Clavigero,

4
Ibid.
5
Clavigero,

op. d-t.. 148. 
op. cit.. 170 

op. cit., 178, 179.

op. cit.. 192.
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6
In 1704, provisions nore supplied frc®t Sonora and Sinaloa.
Wien the first missions of Alta California vrere founded, this 

mission, although then taken over by the Francis cans, forwarded to 
the new missions there 6,250 pounds of jerked beef, 250 pounds of 
tallow, 16 broken mules, 4 good horses, 10 sets of harness, and 4 
leather bags.?

In 1722 Indians were supported at Guadalupe by corn sent from 
other missions.^

On the first expedition to Alta California in 1769, the governor. 
Portals, ordered Rivera to collect supplies from missions beginning at 
Loreto. He collected and took with him 140 mules and 48 horses.°

6 ' - •

Clavigero, op, cit,, 195.
7
H. E. Bolton, Palou's New California. I, 51.
8
Clavigero, op. cit.. 244.
9
Clavigero, op. cit.. 326.



Appendix VI

Composition of the Pious Fund

Pious Funds Given by Several Persons for the Spiritual Conquest of
California

1698
16991700
1702
1704
1709
1713
1718

1719 
1725

1731

1746
1747

Don Juan Cavallero founded the first mission; he gave
for it the sum of
The same person endowed the second
Don Nicolas Arteaga endowed the third with the same
sum ^
Several persons, by the hand of the father Jose Vida2,
Jesuit, endowed the fourth
The Marquis de ViHapuente endowed the fifth with the 
sum of
The same per sen endowed the sixth with 
The same person endowed the seventh 
His Excellency Don Juan Rudfz de Velasco endowed the 
eighth with the sura of
The Marquis de Villapuente endowed the ninth with 
Father Juan Maria Luyando, Jesuit, endowed the 
tenth with
Dorta Maria Rosa de la Pelta endowed one of those 
founded by the Marquis de Villapuente with 
The Marquis de Villapuente endowed the eleventh with 
The Most Excellent Senora Dona Maria de Borja, Duchess 
of Gandia, made the missions of the Califomias her 
heirs in her will, but it appears that they have re
ceived only

10,000.00
10,000.00

10,000.00
10,000.00
10,000. 
10, OCX). 
10,000.
10,000. 
10,000.
10,000.00

10,000.00
10,000.00

62 .000.00

Total of gifts in pesos 179,000.00

Property on Hand at the Time of the Expulsion of the Jesuit Fathers

In money found in the office of the procurator-gener
al of California at the time of the expulsion 92,000.00

Goods found in the warehotse of the procurator's office 
valued by merchants of Spain and Mexico at 27,255.06

Goods found in the warehouse of Loreto, according to 
the prices at which they charged and sold them 79,377.01

88
 
88

8
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Loans Made by the Office of the Procurator- 
General of California from the Funds of These 

Missions, as Appears from their Respective Papers.

To the College of San Ildefonso in Puebla, at three and
one-half per cent 22,000.00

To the Colie gp of San Ignacio in Puebla with interest at
four per cent 5,000.00

To the College of San Pedro y San Pablo in Mexico, without 
statement of interes t 29,000*00
To the-College of San Ildefonso in Puebla at three per cent 23,000*00

To the College of San Gertfnimo in Mexico at three per cent 38,500.00

To the College of San Ildefonso in Puebla, at three per cent 9,000.00

Total of loans in pesos 126,600.00

General Resume

Total of gifts 179,000.00 
Total of properties 199,033*01 
Total of loans 126,600.00

Grand Total (peaa^ 504,633*01

Francisco Palou, (ed., by H. E. Bolton) Historical Memoirs of New 
California. 222, 223, 224. ~



Appendix VII

Dominican Missions

Site
Main Route Missions Founded Changed

Peak of Actual Date
Activity of Disposal

!• Nuestra Senbra del
Rosario 1774 @ 1802 (circa) 1794 ** 1853

2. Santo Domingo 1775 @ 1798 1796 w* 1853
3. San Vicente Ferrer 1780 * 1829 1849 sold
4. San Miguel Arcangel 1787 © 1788 1834 #* 1859
5* Santo Tomas de Aquino 1791 * 1794 1824 1849 sold

Sierra Missions

6. San Pedro Martxr de
Verona 1794 & 1794 1824 ** 1859

7. Santa Catalina Virgen
y Martfr 1797 * 1840 1855

Late Mis si m s

8. Descanso (circa) 1817
(Reestablished 1830

9* Nuestra Senbra de
Guadalupe 1834 *

** 1853
1834
1840 1845 sold

* Unchanged
@ Water deficiency
# Unhealthful lagoon, mosquitoes 
& Coldness of climate
** Sold sometime before sates indicated

•'The decree for colonization of all the former mission lands was not 
made until 1851, but all the missions had been discontinued and a new 
culture period initiated before that date.*! 1

1
P. Meigs, The Dominican Mission^Frontier of Lower California. 155. 

Information in the above table is obtained from pages 39, 153, 154» 155•



Appendix VIII

Crops and Herds - Resume

Year
*

1
Cattle

2 3 1
* Sheep 

2 3 1
* Goats 

2 3
1775 1 172 0 149
1776 18 — — 340 - — 268 — —
1780 48 176 377 139 — 226 116 —
1782 149 167 — 358 8 - 70 45 mm

1784 167 230 883 8 - 155 55 —
1785 121 39 mm 728 11 - - 113 28 -
1786 266 — 989 3X) — 144 28 —
1787 287 194 — 1008 ** 49 «— 117 tH'r —
1788 — 146 m. 86 - - 30 -

1793 134 300 350 800 150 $00 134 150 150
1794 172 300 507 560 100 430 146 100 120
1800 300 500 1070 650 1000 2000 140 100 400
1801 270 600 1200 400 600 2646 200 100 40
1805 mm — — — — — — — -
1825 . — — 13 — - - - — -

*
1 - Rosario 3 - Santo Tomas
2 - Santo Domingo ** - sheep and goats

Year Pigs Horses Mules and Burros

1775 35 10
1776 — — — 38 m m  mm 9 — —

1780 15 7 — 16 24 61 -
1782 - - — .74 52 19 38 -
1784 55 20 m m 61 42 — 14 a -

1785 59 12 — 56 38 15 35 —

1786 — 5 - 54 51 14 35 —
1787 — 15 - 35 39 35 28 -

1788 — 7 — — 28 — 27 -

1793 80 12 60 38 46 124 32 30 48
1794 94 20 70 45 30 157 28 25 23
1800 30 30 - 76 141 115 36 25 72
1801 20 40 — 115 119 168 26 41 41
1825 - — - — 15 - - 18

p. Meigs, The Dominican Mission Frontier of Lower California. Table I, 
166, 167.
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x- fJheat Barley Com ' Beans
Year : i 2 3 1 2 __ 3 • l_ 2 3 1 2 3
1775 312 52 _ - 169
1776 546 — — 26 - - 1820 - - • - -
1780 —
1782 23 — — 520 — - 1043 - — - —
1784 3658 *# 650 — - - —  — 416 - - - -
1785 390 988 — 520 — - 650 182 — 179 21 -
1786 62 1482 676 — - 5590 442 312 —
1787 — 1482 — 156 — - 3640 260 — 52 — —
1788 — 650 — — - —• «■» 130 — — — —
1793 780 1820 520 780 — 650 3900 520 468 312 130 31
1794 130 2080 182 486 — —  3500 1300 1820 159 73 31
1800 52 2600 1560 78 — 1040 260 1300 1300 10 260 130
1801 31 1560 1560 — — 1040 156 1040 1040 5 52 104
1805 — 3900
1825 — — 156 — - 26 - - 104 «*• — 5
1830 - 364 - — 130 - 302 - — 8 31 —

** all grains this year 
* 1 - Rosario

2 - Santo Domingo
3 - Santo Tomas



Appendix DC

-:<• Population

Year Rosario Santo Domingo Santo Tomas

1775
1776

207 (June) 
564

1782
1785

251 79 .
1787 (328) (271)
1790 (348) 205
1791 194 96
1793
1794

390 296
151

1800 257 315 262
1801 252 278 256
1805 (200-300) (200-300) (200-300)
1824
1829

(130-150)
38

(300 plus) (300 plus)
1830
1834
1835

41 78

(254)
1849 25 25 60

P. Meigs, The Dominican Mission Frontier of Lower California. Table 2, 168
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Appendix X

-fH POLITICAL ESSAY ON THE [ book m .

SY na1 yISISL } x v * IntendancyofNacCalifornia.

Iu the eighteen missions which now exist in New 
California, wheat, maize, and haricots (Jrisoles), 
are cultivated in abundance. Barley, beans, len- 
lilcs, and garbanzos, grow very well in the fields 
in the greatest part o f the province. As the thirty- 
six monks o f St. Francis who govern these mis
sions are all Europeans, they have carefully intro
duced into the gardens o f  the Indians the most 
part o f the roots and fruit trees cultivated in Spain. 
T he first colonists found, on their arrival there 
in 170D, shoots o f wild vines in the interior o f 
the country, which yielded very large grapes o fa  
very sour quality. I t  was, perhaps, one o f the 
numerous species o f vitis peculiar to Canada, 
Louisiana, and New Biscay, which arc still very 
imperfectly known to  botanists. The missionaries 
introduced into California the vine (yitis viniferd), 
o f which the Greeks and Romans diffused the 
cultivation throughout Europe, and which is cer
tainly a stranger to the New Continent. Good 
wine is made in the villages o f San Diego, San 
Juan  Capistrano, San Gabriel, San Buenaventura, 
Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo, Santa Clara, 
and San Jose, and all along the coast, south and 
north o f M onterey, to beyond the 37® o f latitude. 
The European olive is successfully cultivated near 
the canal o f Santa Barbara, especially near San 
Diego, where an oil is made as good as tha t o f

Alexander De 'Humboldt, ("brans, by John Black) Kingdom of New
Spain,IIj294*
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the valley o f Mexico, or the oils o f Andalusia. 
T he very cold winds which blow with impetuosity 
from the  north and north-west, sometimes pre
vent the fruits from ripening along the coast; 
b u t the small village o f Santa Clara, situated 
nine leagues from Santa Cruz, and sheltered by 
a chain o f  mountains, has better planted orchards 
and more abundant harvests o f fruit than the 
presidio  o f  M onterey. In  this last place, the 
monks show travellers, with satisfaction, several 
useful vegetables, the produce o f the seeds given 
by M . Thouin to  the unfortunate Laperouse.

O f  all the missions o f N ew Spain those o f  the 
north-west coast exhibit the most rapid and 
remarkable progress in civilization. T he public 
having taken an interest in the details published 
by Laperouse, Vancouver, and two recent Spanish 
navigators, M M . Galiano and Valdes • , on the 
state o f  these distant regions, I  endeavoured to  
procure during my stay a t M exico the statistical 
tables drawn up in 1 8 0 2  on the very spot (a t San 
Carlos de M onterey) by the present president o f  
th e  missions o f New California, Father Firm in 
Lasuen. t  From  the comparison which I  made •

•  Vkge it la Sutil, p. 167.
t  Sec the extract from these tables in note D , at the end 

of this work.
u 4

Alexander Be Humboldt, (trans. by John Black) Kingdom of New
Spain. II, 295.
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296 POLITICAL ESSAY ON THE [ book h i .

n j S S 5 S S -} ' Intendancy o f  N ob California.

o f the official papers preserved in the archives 
o f the archbishopric o f Mexico, it appears that 
in 177G there were only 8, and in 1790 11 vil
lages ; while in 180*2 the number amounted to 
18. The population of New California, including 
only the Indians attached to the soil who have 
begun to cultivate their fields, was

in 1790, - - • 7*748 souls 
in 1801, - - 13,608 

and in 1802, - - 15,562 
Thus the number of inhabitants has doubled in 

12 years. Since the foundation of these missions, 
or between 1769 and 1802, there were in all, 
according to the parish registers, 33,717 bap
tisms, 8009 marriages, and 16,984- deaths. We 
must not attem pt to deduce from these data the 
proportion between the births and deaths, because 
in the number of baptisms the adult Indians (los 
neqfitos) arc confounded with the children.

T he estimation o f the produce o f the soil, or 
the harvests, furnishes also the most convincing 
proofs o f the increase o f  industry and prosperity 
o f New California. In 1791, according to the 
tables published by M. Galiano, the Indians 
sowed in the whole province only 874 fanegas 
of wheat, which yielded a harvest o f 15,197 

fanegas. T he cultivation doubled in 1802; for

Alexander De Humboldt, (trans. by John Black) Kingdom of New
Spain. %i,.296.
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the quantity o f wheat sown was 2089 fonegas, 
and the harvest 33,576 Janegas.

T he following table contains the number o f 
live stock in 1802.

Beeves. | Sheep. | Hogs. I Horses. | Mules.
67,782 I 107,172 | 1010 | 2187 | 877

In  1791 there were only 24,958 head o f black 
cattle (ganado mayor} in the whole o f the Indian 
villages.

This progress o f agriculture, this peaceful con
quest ofindustry, is so much the more interesting, 
as the natives o f this coast, very different from 
those o f Nootka and Norfolk bay, were only 
thirty years ago a wandering tribe, subsisting on 
fishing and hunting, and cultivating no sort o f 
vegetables. The Indians o f the bay o f S. Fran
cisco were equally wretched at that time with the 
inhabitants o f Van Diem en's Land. T he natives 
were found somewhat more advanced in civiliz
ation in 1769 only in the canal of Santa Barbara. 
They constructed large houses o f a pyramidal 
form close to one another. They appeared 
benevolent and hospitable; and they presented 
the Spaniards with vases very curiously wrought 
o f stalks of rushes. M. Bonpland possesses se
veral o f these vases in his collections, which are

Alexander De Humboldt, (trans. by John Black) Kingdom of 
Net? Spain. II, 297.
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•'tun XOTK>.

Note K. (Vol. II. p. 19 k )

I have discussed in another place the striking 
analogy between the Temple of Jupiter Bel us, 
and the pyramids o f Sakharah with the teocallis, 
or houses of the Mexican gods, which were both 
temples and tombs. See my Vues dcs Curdil- 
lens, el Monumens dcs pcuples Indigenes de 
/';l»icri(juc, p. VI— 10.

Note F*. (Vol. II. p. :31V.)

The following Table indicates the stale of 
the missions in New California in 1S0V. In the 
enumeration of the Indians, the sexes are distin
guished by initial letters in. and./." Under the 
head of horses, both those which are tame and those 
which run wild in the Savannahs are included : 
the number of the former only amounts to Visy. 
These details respecting the state of agriculture 
and civilization of the north-west coast of Ame
rica, become particularly interesting, since the 
Congress of W ashington have resolved to found 
a colony at the month of the river Columbia. 
(See Vol. 1. p. VO. Vol. II. p. 38V, S97-) The 
navigation from Monterey to the mouth o f the 
Columbia is eight or ten days, and the new 
colonists may procure cows and mules from the 
missions of New California.

* lly  m istake tliis no te  is referred to  page 342 , under the 
le tte r D .

9

Alexander De Humboldt, (trans. by John Black) Kingdom of
New Spain. IV, 300.
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Alexander De Humboldt, (trans. by John Black) Kingdom of
New Spain, IV, 301.
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Appendix XII

Comparative Reports of Mission Progress
* Domestic Animals

Cows Sheep Goats Pies Mares Horses Mules Asses

1774 304 170 95 130 31 69 85 4
1775 447 191 1A8 131 60 68 98 5
Incr* 143 21 50 1 30 1 13 1

& Crops (fanegas of 1.6 bushels)
Wheat Maize Kidney Beans Barley
Sown Crop Sown Crop Sown Crop Sown Crop

1774 22.5 475 103 540 13.5 40 mm
1775 34 1029 63.5 974 26 45.5 18 118
Incr. 11.5 554 40 434 12.5 5.5 18 118

» Missions in 1790 and 1800
Number of
Missions______ Crop_____Large Stock Small Stock Christian Indians

1790 11 30,000 22,000 26,000 7,500
1800 18 75,000 67,000 86,000 10,700
Gain 7 45,000 45,000 . 60,000 3,200

Comparative Table of Missions in Upper California 
under Religious Administration in 1834 and 

Civil Administration in 1842.

Resume

1834 1842
Indians 30,650 4,450
Cattle 424,000 28,200
Horses 62,500 3,800
Sheep, Goats 
Grain

321,560 31,600
harvested 70,000 hectares 4,000

* C. E. Chapman, Founding of Spanish California. 336, 427.

Duflot de Mo fra s, (Trans., ed., and rnnot. by Marguerite E. Wilbur 
Travels on the Pacific Coast. I, I64.



Appendix XIII
Selection of Identified Vessels 

Engaged in the California Sea Otter Trade 
1786 -  1848

Princesa (or Nuestra Senbra del Rosario), 1786. #
Frigate, 189 tons, captain, Estevan Jose Martinez; owner, Spanish 
government, otter skins, 1060; sailing schedule: June 8, left 
San Bias; August 27, at Monterey; October 8, left Monterey; Octo
ber 19, arrived Santa Barbara; November 28, left San Diego;
December 18, arrived San Bias.

Favorita (or Nuestra SeRora del los Remedios). 1787.'
Frigate; captain, Jose de Caftlzares; owner, Spanish government; 
otter skins, 1,750 (joint cargo of Favorita and San Carlos): 
sailing schedule:— San Bias; October 6, at Monterey; October 23, 
arrived Santa Barbara; November 25, at San Diego:— San Bias.

San Carlos (or Filipino). 1787.
Packetboat or snow, 196 tons; owner, Spanish government; otter 
skins, 1,750 (joint cargo of San Carlos and Favorite): sailing 
schedule— San Bias; October 6, at Monterey;— San Bias.

Aranzazu (or Nuestra Senora de Aranzazu). 1788.
Frigate; captain, Jose de Cariizares; owner, Spanish government; 
otter skins, 116 at San Francisco; sailing schedule: July 8, 
left San Bias; September 18, arrived San Francisco; October 4, 
arrived Monterey; October 26 - November 15, Santa Barbara; Decem
ber 7, at San Diego; —  San Bias.

Aranzazu (or Nuestra Senora de Aranzazu). 1789.
(See Aranzazu, 1788); otter skins, 234 at Santa Barbara; sailing 
schedule— , San Bias; October 21, arrived Santa Barbara; November 
9, at Santa Barbara; —  San Bias.

Alexander. 1803. First trip.
Ship, 180 tons, 19 crew, 14 guns; captain, John Brown; pilot, George 
Eayrs (left Monterey, August 17); owners, Henry Bass & Company and 
Joseph Taylor, Boston; otter skins, 491 found on board at San Diego; 
sailing s chedule: July 19, 1802, left Boston; — • Valparaiso; Febru
ary 26, 1803, arrived San Diego; March 7-17, Todos Santos Bay;
March 22-April 4, San Quintin Bay;— San Juan Capistrano; May, San 
Francisco;— Northwest Coast (continued, Alexander. 1803, second trip)
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Mercurvr 1806-1007..
Ship, 145 tons; captain, William Heath Davis;— owners, Benjamin 
Lamb and others, Boston; otter skins, 2,848 (1,772 large, 1,076 
small); sailirg schedules January, left Boston; July 19, arrived 
Hecate Strait; November 24, at San Luis Obispo; December 12, at 
Santa Barbara; January 1-5, 1807, Todos Santos Bay; January 28, 
at Rosario Bay; April 4, off Los Angeles;— San Juan Capistrano; 
August 9, off Santa Barbara; August 21, at Santo Tomas; October 
10 at Hawaiian Islands; December-January, 1808, Canton.

Adele Ogden, The California Sea Otter Trade. 155, 156, 158, 160
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