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CHAPTER I 

SETTING THE STAGE

SBae first organized party of Americans to enter 
Arizona for purposes of exploration Was the United States 1
Boundary Commission under the direction of John R. Bartlett. 
In 1850, a portion of this commission entered the southeast 
corner of the territory by way of what Is now known as 
MApache Pass'* In the Chlricahua Mountains. Bartlett wrote 
about the area:

In the Chlricahua Mountains we found water in 
abundance. So copious indeed was the supply (al
though but the basinof a spring), that after all 
our animals, about one hundred and fifty in number 
had drank (sic) of it, we could perceive no diminu
tion. The mountain pass was well wooded, with 
plenty of grass.2

He added that between these mountains and the San Pedro 
River there was "an undulating plain intersected by a mount
ain range, with brackish water in some parts."

Dr. Thomas Antisell, who was with Lieutenant G.
2
H . N. Elliot (comp.), History of Arizona Terri

tory (San Francisco: Wallace W. Elliot S“Co., Idblp, p. £9*
2 ; ,' - \ . ■ ■ ■ .' ■ "
Letter from J. R. Bartlett, Oct. 31, 18^7, cited by 

Sylvester Howry, Arizona and Sonora (New York: Harper and
Brothers, Publishers, 186^), p. 1%.

3 ....
.. Ibid. : . :'v ' • ' ■
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Parke*s railroad exploration group in 1853# observed "toward 
the middle of the plain a series of pools or springs which 
yield a large supply of water. ** He found it unpleasant tast
ing, as it was **slightly saline, sulphurous and highly Im-

- ;-V. _ . 4  . - ..... ,.;v,pregnated with decaying vegetation."
The area referred to above, which has been approp

riately named the Sulphur Springs Valley, first appears to 
be one vast plain, but it is really a series of basins.
The valley is nearly a hundred miles long and approximately 
fifteen miles wide. Extending from the northern spurs of 
the Sierra Madre in Sonora almost to the Gila River, it is 
one of the finest stock ranges in the West. The smaller 
•valleys and hillsides in the area are also excellent for graz
ing purposes. The altitude of from 3900 to 44OO ft. pro-. 
duces an excellent climate with no extremes, of heat or cold, 
and cattle raised in the area are remarkably healthy.

The mountains of southern Arizona are of the type 
described as "lost mountains." That is, mountains or small 
ranges have no apparent connection with each other. How
ever, they all have a northwest-southeast direction.

U.S. Congress, Senate, Reports of Explorations and 
Surveys to Ascertain the Moat Practical and"Economical Rouge 
for a Railroad from the Mississlupl RiveFT o ~the "PacIfic 
Ocean, Be. Doc. Ho. To, 33rd Cong., 2d Sess., Vol. VII. Part 
II (Washington: Beverly Tucker, Printer, 1857) # p. llfo.
(E erelnafter referred to as "Lieutenant Parke* s Report.")

^Patrick Hamilton, The Resources of Arizona (San 
Francisco: Bancroft & Company, Printers, 18%), p. 275*
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indicating that they were produced by the same upthrust. It
is possible (by winding around the bases of these mountains)
to pass through the entire system without going much above or6
below, the elevation of 4,000 ft.

To the north of the Sulphur Springs Valley are the 
Plnaleno Mountains, of which Mount Graham, with an altitude of 
10,713 ft., is the highest.-' - 1 r . . .

The eastern boundary of the valley is formed by the 
Dos Cabezas Mountains tp the north and the Ghirlcahua Range ex
tending - southward. The, former group is separated from Mount 
Graham by a gap about eight miles wide. These mountains are 
made up of many radiating ridges and spurs with serrated and 
pinnacled crests. The Dos Cabezas Mountains are so called be
cause they have two pinnacles that are very conspicuous for 
height and uniformity of figure and dimension. These are the 
"Dos Cabezas," meaning "two heads," and guard the western ent
rance to Puerto dpi Dado, or Apache Pass, as it is more common
ly known. This district was quite rich in minerals at one time, 
a gold mine and 10-stamp mill being reported there as early as 
1869. : - -

; g-
U.S, Congress, Senate. Report on the United States and 

Mexican Boundary Survey. Ex. Doc. No. 108. % t h  Cong.. 1st Sess., 
Vol. 1 (Washington: A. 0. P. Nicholson, Printer, 1857) * p. 41.

.Hubert Howe- Bancroft, H  istory of Arizona and Hew Mex
ico Ib30-l888 (San Francisco: The -fi istory Comm any. Publishers,
ISF9T, pT
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■i. This pass is a narrow winding trail with many small 
valleys and canyons, opening Into It. The valleys are elevat
ed considerably above the Sulphur Springs Valley and are en
closed between the crests of small ranges that run from east
1 ■ v* I V 1 : ■ . . ■ • ' * - - • - J J ’ ' ' ' v"

to west. The accumulation of water in the impervious bot
toms of the valleys produces many springs an^ makes shallow 
wells practical. When Parke went though there.with his 
railroad survey he noted "there was an abundance of good
grass and small timber;. oak, cedar, and walnut, arbutus and .... . 0 ■-■ 
wild cherry were the common.growth...." The seven miles
of the pass east of the summit descends through a narrow 
canyon with steep walls, a. favorite location for the Apaches 
to ambush their white enemies— thus the name "Apache Pass."

Farther south in the Chiricahuas is the area which 
was proclaimed Chiricahua national Monument by. President ,. 
Calvin Coolidge in 192lj.. It covers seventeen square miles 
of canyons, hills, and fantastic rock formations. The rhy
olite rock, which is of volcanic origin, was originally dep
osited in vast beds. , Erosion resulting from the action of 
wind, rain and. sun has carved out hundreds of thousands of 
pillars and pinnacles. Many, of them bear a striking resem- 
blance to human features, animals and other familiar objects.

- * - > r. ■
Senate Ex. Doc. No. 78, II, ^Lieutenant Parke1 s 

Report," p. 1^0.
Mat. N. Dodge, "Refreshing Interlude is Chiricahua 

National Monument," Arizona's National Monuments (Santa Fe, 
New Mexico: Southwestern Monuments Association, 19lj-5), P» 6.
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Here also Is the mountain which, when viewed from a distance, 
resembles the face of a reclining Indian, and Is appropriate
ly called MCochise1s Head,M as this was familiar territory 
to that great chief of the Apaches.

The Sulphur Springs Valley Is bounded on the west 
by the Dragoon, Bile, and Winchester Mountains, rising from 
one to three thousand feet above the floor of the valley.

.The PI ay a de los Pliaas, or Wllloox PI ay a. Is Immed
iately to the west of the Dos Cabezas Mountains and covers 
an area of about sixty square miles. It Is a level plain of 
white sandy clay, which appears to be as level as a frozen
lake, but It does rise gently toward the north. The playa■ "y - - - V ;
Is now li,13k feet above sea level, but fossilized shells and 
bones found In it Indicate that it was once the bottom of an 
ancient sea. Although it very seldom has a drop of water in 
it, there occurs continuously a phenomenon known as La Playa 
Mirage. , To people as far away as twenty-five miles, depend
ing upon weather conditions, the lake may appear as a cool,■ < . 2.0 - ̂ - 
rippling expanse of water.

.The Indians found in southeastern Arizona were the 
Chiricahua Apaches. "Apache" is the Zunl word for "enemy," 
and "Chiricahua" means "great mountain," referring to that

—  id
Arizona Republlc. "Arizona Resources Edition," 

November 2A, l9li5.
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range which was their stronghold. Parish described them 
as follows:

Physically they do not differ materially from the 
other Apaches. The men were well built, muscular, 
with well developed chests, sound and regular teeth, 
and abundant hair. The women were even more vigor
ously built, with broad shoulders and hips and tend
ing to corpulency in old age.11

The Chirlcah.ua Apache made most of his clothes 
from buckskin, the women wearing short skirts and the men 
folding skins about the waist. Long-legged moccasins made 
of deerskin were the characteristic footwear. Both men 
and women ornamented themselves with necklaces and ear pend
ants. The hair was long and flowing, but the men plucked 
out the hair of the beard with tweezers. '

Like the other Apaches, they built ho permanent 
dwellings but merely rude huts of branches, which were burn
ed when they changed camps.

’ The diet consisted of fruits, huts, and berries, 
the fruit of the giant cacti and yucca being considered 
great delicacies. Although they would not eat fish or pork, 
horse and mule meat were thought to be very tasty. An in
toxicating drink called "tulepal" was made of c o m  buried in 
the ground until it sprouted.

Since the Apaches subsisted almost entirely upon 
plunder and game, they were found in small, swift-moving

11
Thomas Edwin Parish, History of Arizona (San Fran

cisco: The Pilmer Brothers Electrotype Co., 1919), VII, 7•



..... ; ?

parties that often covered a great deal of territory in Ariz
ona, Hew Mexico/ and northern Ohllmahua and Sonora. Captain
John 0. Cremony, who saw military service in the area, est-

.... ... 3.2imated that there were fully twenty-five thousand of them.
The warfare of the Apaches was described by J. A.

Munk as follows: V ^
In warfare the aim of the Apache was to see, and 

not be seen, to kill and not be killed! He was very 
’ skillful in concealing his person and could so hide 
his body in the sand, grass or brush, that his pres- v ence was not suspected until he began to shoot. -̂3

They signaled to each other by smoke dr fire or by
leaving signs on the trail telling their comrades of the
presence of enemies. Their leaders were often brilliant
strategists, and all of the Apaches seemed to have a great
natural shrewdness and keen animal instinct.

Fray Marcos de Niza, who was probably the first
white man to enter Arizona, took possession of the region in
1539. He was followed a year later by Coronado, whose route
probably was down the San Pedro River to the present locat-

iion of Benson and then northeasterly across the Aravalpa 
Valley to Eagle Pass, the opening between the Santa Teresa

John C. Cremony. Life Among the Apaches (Tucson. 
Arizona: Arizona Silhouttes, 19>U, p; ±1\2.

J. A. Munk. Southwest Sketches (Hew York: G. P.
Putnam1 s Sons, The Knickerbocker I’ress, 1920), p. 221.

7
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and Pinaleno Mountains.^ Journeying into northern Arizona, 
Coronado conquered the seven cities of Cibola, which had 
been reported to be fabulously rich but proved to be nothing
more than agricultural people living in houses of stone and

15@AOu@# - . . . .
Southern Arizona was not explored and settled by 

the Spanish until more than a hundred years later* In 1687,
Father Eusebio Kino, who was responsible for much of this 
work, established a mission at Dolores in northern Sonora*
Four years later, upon request from the Plmas to the north,
' ' ' ' ' " |he and Father Salvatierra visited the village of Tumacacorl

and baptized a number of infants.17 After a return visit
a year later, he went on to Bac, which he renamed San Xavier 
del Bac in honor of his patron saint. 1 Journeying eastward 
from there, he visited the village of Quiburi at the mouth 
of Babacomari Creek Just across the river from Fairbank.
He returned home by way of Cocospora, stopping at other 
villages along the way.

Herbert Eugene Bolton, Coronado, Khip&t Pugblos 
and Plains (Hew York: McGraw-Hill Book Go., 194^' * ^2.
. .. ^  - . • .... ■ ‘ .^Bancroft, op* clt*. p. 1*.$.

Bolton, Rim of Christendom (New York: ® 10 M c 
Millan Company, 1936} , pp. ^2-54*

17Ibid*, p. 26k.18
Ibid*. pp. 268-70.



HI a curiosity aroused by tales of a Casa Grande far
ther north. Kino made the first recorded visit to it on Hov- 
ember 27, 169%. On other trips into the area, he took stock 
to found ranches and continued his explorations whenever 
there was an opportunity. On one such journey, he traveled
about six hundred and fifty, miles in a wide circle beginning

19and ending at Dolores. ' • - -. A -
The first regular mission in Arizona was San Xavier

del Bee, where Kino laid the foundation if or the church in 
20April, 1700. Although Father Leal, his superior, had prom

ised that Kino would be relieved at Dolores so he could stay
at San Xavier, Father Gonzalo was sent there instead. The

:

last time it is certain that Kino was at San Xavier was in 
1702, but he probably did return many more times before his

22 ' : . .death nine years later. As a result of his efforts, other 
missions were built in the Santa Cruz and San Pedro valleys. 
Hone were located farther east, howeveri as that was Apache 
gauntry. " ' \ ;

About the middle of the eighteenth century, the Apa
ches began their inroads, destroying the missions and settle
ments. The priests and most of the Spanish settlers were

““53
Ibid., p. 377.20
Ibid., p. 506 '21“

Ibid.. pp. 909-11; »22
, Ibid., p. 512.

9



•either massacred or driven off, as were the peaceful Papa- 
go s and Pimas In the area. Tucson, which was first mention- 
ed as a ranoherla vislta of Bac in 1763# became a Spanish 
settl«B«at and Presidio in 1776. It and Tubac, established 
in 1752, were the only protected white settlements in Ariz
ona for many years.

All of Arizona north of the Gila River remained a 
Mexican possession until the signing of the Treaty of Guada
lupe Hidalgo in 181̂ .8, and the balance was added by the Gads
den Purchase in 1853.

The most notable American expedition Into southern 
Arizona during the Mexican rule was that of the Mormon Bat-' • ' ' - ' . . ■■ V . .
talion under Lieutenant Colonel Phillip Cooke in December, 
1846. They passed through the San Bernardino Ranch in the 
southeastern corner and on west to the San Pedro River, 
which was followed about as far as Benson. Turning west 
again, they took a route to Tucson which approximates that 
of the Southern Pacific Railroad. After seizing the almost 
deserted garrison, they went on their way to California by 
way of the Santa Cruz and Gila valleys. This reasonably 
easy route came to be known as "Cooke*s Road11 and was used 
considerably by immigrants in later years.

The United States Boundary Commission of 1850, 
which was mentioned earlier, entered Arizona in a heavily 
armed, closed carriage drawn by four mules. After crossing



11
the Sulphur Springs Valley, they journeyed on to the San 
Pedro. Bartlett reported seeing the ruins of haciendas that 
had been abandoned for years and herds of wild cattle roam
ing through the valley. He also visited the deserted mis-

23sions at San Xavier and Tumacacori. J
Although the Gadsden Purchase was approved in 1854* 

it was not until two years later that the United States took 
military possession of it* Four companies of the First Drag
oons were stationed first at Tucson and later at Calabasas.
Fort Buchanan was established the following year on the Son-

. ?11 oita River about twenty-five miles east of Tubac. Fort
Breckenridge was built below the junction of Aravaipa Creek 
with the San Pedro River, and part of the garrison from Fort 
Buchanan was stationed there.

The first important public transportation system 
through the area was the Butterfield Overland Mail Company, 
which had a contract for carrying the mails over the south
ern route. There were two termini at the eastern end, one 
at St. Louis, Missouri, and the other at Memphis, Tennessee* 
The roads merged at Fort Smith, Arkansas, and from there, 23

23Bartlett, cited by Howry, op. cit.t p. 18?* 
^Bancroft, op. cit*, p. lj.96*
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the coaches covered over two thousand miles of desert country
before reaching San Francisco.

When operations were begun in 18$8, there were one
hundred and forty-one stations reported. The number was

25later increased to nearly two hundred. These stations 
were, on the average, twenty miles apart, the distance de
pending upon the terrain of the area and the location of a 
suitable water supply. At the eastern end of the line, the 
stations were log houses, but those in Arizona and surround
ing areas were either stone or adobe. The number of employ
ees at the stations depended upon the relative danger from 
Indians in the neighborhood, some of them in Apache country 
having as many as eight or ten men.

The trip was a difficult one and was made only by 
those to whom speed was important, as it was much less stren
uous to travel to the west coast by the water route around 
Cape Horn. The coaches ran night and day for twenty-one to
twenty-five days over rough and treacherous roads, and the

26travelers had little protection from the elements. The

Roscoe P. and Margaret B. Conkling, The Butterfield 
Overland Mail 1857-1869 (Glendale, Calif: The Arthur fi.Clark' "tio.TTW), 1%.26 - 7 >

Parish, op. clt., II, Ij..
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•meals provided were, on the whole, not too satisfactory,
judging from what one passenger had to say about them:
"There Is an old saying that •every man must eat his peck
of dirt. * I think I have had good measure with my peck on

.27this trip, which has been roughing It with a vengeance.”
All through reservations were usually taken far In advance,
but other passengers were picked up along the way. The heavy
"way" passenger traffic was much complained of by the through

28fares because of the resultant overcrowding.
Another factor that added to the discomfort of the 

trip was the fear of an Indian attack, as the government 
did not provide sufficient military protection. However, 
the only reported attack on one of the coaches occurred In 
Apache Pass early In 1861. About a mile and a half from the 
station, those on the westbound stage discovered that an 
attempt had been made to block the road with a fire trap 
made of heaps of grass. The road was cleared, and going on 
about half a mile, they came upon the remains of an Immigrant 
train that had been attacked and burned. All the members of 
the party were massacred, and their mutilated bodies were 27 28

27
Waterman L. Ormsby, The Butterfield Overland Mall 

(San Marino, Calif.: The Huntington library and Art Gallery,
19lj-2) * P*

Ormsby was a special correspondent of the Hew York 
Herald and the only through passenger on the first westbound stage. 28

Conkling, cit.. II, 139.



ll|:
scattered about. Eight of the unfortunate victims had been 
chained to the wagon wheels and burned alive. According to 
a sign which has been erected at the site, there were thirty- 
two who lost their lives there.

Continuing on its way, the westbound stage met the 
eastbound about half-way between the western entrance to the 
pass and Ewell1 s station, the next station west. The occu
pants of the eastbound stage were determined to venture on 
to the Apache Pass station even though they had been warned 
of Impending danger. Just after the coach had reached the 
sunsnlt of the pass and began the down-grade, shots from am
bush killed two of the mules. All the men on board returned 
the fire and held the Indians off while the conductor and 
one of the passengers cut out the two wounded animals. They 
managed to. fight their way to the station "with the wounded 
driver still holding the reins over the remnant , of his ,team.

, After these incidents, additional troops were stat
ioned along the route, and the mails were not molested dur
ing the few remaining weeks this route was used. On April 
1, 1861, the Butterfield Route was discontinued and the ser
vice transferred to the Central Route from St. Louis via 
South Pass and Salt Lake to Placerville, California; The

S F "
Conkllng, o&& clt.. II, 135-36.
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Civil War was about to begin, and the Butterfield Route was, 
of course, through Southern territory. Secessionists in 
Texas had already marched over part of the road and confis
cated stock and equipment at various stations. The recent 
Indian depredations in the Apache Pass area also was a fac
tor in making the change.

In spite of this inauspicious termination, the But
terfield Overland Mail could not be termed a failure. Al
though it had run for a distance of over two thousand miles 
over rough, unimproved roads, the mall was nearly always on
schedule. By the year i860, more went this way than by the

30ocean route, and postal receipts amounted to #119,776.76. 
Villages clustered around many of the stations because of 
the protection and communication they provided. This stage 
line was an important factor in the settlement of the west
ern frontier and was responsible for a colorful period in 
the history of southeastern Arizona.

About the only physical evidences of the route that 
may be found today are ruins of several of the stage stations. 
The one at Stein1 a Peak just across the line in Hew Mexico 
is perhaps the best preserved. It was built of stone, and 
because of its isolated location has not suffered much at 
the hands of vandals. Dragoon Springs Station near the

Conkling, op.cit., I,

16



present town of Dragoon, another stone station, is fairly com
plete. All that can be found of the San Simon station is a 
mound of washed-down adobe on the east bank of San Simon 
Creek. There is nothing left of the Apache Pass Station, and 
its exact location is not known.

Xkitil 1859, there had been no trouble with the Chlri- 
cahua Apaches in this area. Cochise, a very able leader and a 
man whose word was trusted by those who knew him, had a con
tract with the Butterfield stage line for supplying wood at 
the Apache Pass Station. There was a very friendly relation
ship between the men stationed there and the Indians, and this 
probably would have continued Indefinitely if what is known as 
the "Bascomb incident" had not occurred.

Some Indians had driven off livestock from Ward1 s 
ranch nearby and also had kidnapped the son of Ward1 s Mexican 
mistress. It was not known what tribe these Indians were 
from, so the commandant at Port Buchanan sent one Lieutenant 
Bascomb to see the Chirieahuas and to obtain whatever Inform
ation he could from them.

Arriving at the pass, Bascomb raised a white flag. 
Cochise and five other chiefs responded to the signal and were 
invited into a tent for a conference. When questioned about 
the child and the cattle, Cochise said truthfully that none 
of his men were responsible, but if he were given time, he 
could find out who had taken them and see that they were ret
urned.

17



Basoomb, not believing Cochise, placed M m  and M s  
companions under arrest. One of them was knocked down and 
pinned to the ground with a bayonet when he tried to escape. 
Four others were bound, but Cochise cut M s  way through the 
tent with a knife and escaped in spite of being wounded by 
an outside guard.^

CocMse then captured three men at the Butterfield 
stage station, including J. F. Wallace, the station agent, 
and held them as hostages. He offered to release them, as 
well as return the stolen stock. If Basoomb would in turn 
release the Apaches he was holding. Wallace pleaded with 
Basoomb to make the deal, but Instead he hanged the Indians. 
CocMse retaliated by torturing the white men to death, af
ter wM c h  he attacked the troops at the station. Basoomb 
and M s  men escaped only after reinforcements bad arrived.

For more than twenty years following t M s  Incident, 
CocMse carried oh a war of extermination against the wMtes. 
The cause and effect were ably summed up by Parish: "Bas-
comb's stupidity and ignorance probably cost five thousand 
American lives and the destruction of thousands of dollars1 * 32

—

Raphael Fumpelly, Across America and Asia (Hew York: Leypoldt and Holt, 1870) , p.
32 • : •
Parish, op. cit.. p. 17.

18



33worth, of.property.” Many people living In Cochise's hunt
ing grounds eventually abandoned everything and went to Tuc
son or Tubac. Others concentrated at one or two ranches for

31.mutual protection,"^
The only Federal troops in the territory were ordered 

removed at the outbreak of the Civil War, and all the forts 
were to be destroyed. At Fort Fillmore, however, £00 Feder
al troops surrendered to 2$0 Texans. Another force of 300 
Texans under Captain Sherod Hunter took possession of Tucson 
for the Confederacy on February, 27, 1862. Most of the inhab
itants had either fled to Sonora or stayed to join the Rebels.^ 

Not long after Tucson had fallen to the Confederates, 
Banter received word of the advance of a large' force of Cal
ifornia volunteers under the command of Colonel James H. 
Carleton. Be retreated to the Rio Grande, leaving Arizona 
to the sigaerior forces. On May 20, the Stars and Stripes
were again raised over Tucson, aaad shortly thereafter. Forts

36Buchanan and Breckenridge were reoccupied. ; ^
A bloody battle occurred at Apache Pass shortly after 

the reoccupation of Arizona by Federal troops. Nearly three

19

Parish, op. cit., p. 33.
3kPurapelly, op. cit., p. 17.

J. Ross Browne, A Tour Through Arizona 
son, Arizona: Arizona SilEouttes, 1950), pp. %

Bancroft, op. cit.. p. 919. They were later aband
oned a second time ana thie sites were destroyed.

(Tuc-



20
thousand; soldiers of Carle ton’s California Column were advan^ 
cing upon the Confederate forces In Hew Mexico* She force 
consisted of artillery, infantry and cavalry. Upon entering 
Apache Pass, the advance guard under a Captain Roberta was 
attacked by Indians.

Roberts ordered three men to report back to Captain . 
John C* Cremony, who was in charge of the pack train, and 
give him orders to camp for the night with preparations for 
anything that might happen. On leaving the pass, they were 
attacked by a band of Apaches. One man was wounded in the 
arm arid another, John Teal, was cut off from his companions. 
They gave him up as dead and went on.

Much later. Teal showed up at camp on foot to report 
that after his horse had been shot from under him he had 
fought off the Apaches alone for an hour. They finally went 
away after he had shot one Indian in the breast. It was, 
later determined that the man he had wounded was no less 
than Mangas Colorado, one of the chiefs of the tribe.

Roberts and his men fought their way to the old stage 
station near the springs, as they had had no water for eight
een hours. During this time they had marched forty miles 
and engaged in a furious six-hour battle. After eating,

57 .Cremony, op. clt.. p. 176. Mangas Colorado was 
taken to Janos, Chihuahua, to a Mexican physician for treat
ment. * The doctor and all the people in town were threaten
ed with death if Mangas died. Fortunately for them, he sur
vived. : -a;::. - ‘
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Roberts marched with half his men back to Ewell * s Station 
to escort Oreraony’s train through the pass. This was accom
plished without Incident early the next morning. The Apach
es were driven out of the pass with artillery, and the

. 38troops marched on through without further trouble.
Before leaving, Carleton detached Company G, Fifth

Infantry, California Volunteers, under Major Theodore A.
Coult to guard the strategically Important spring in Apache
Pass. Coult was also instructed to escort all wagon trains
and parties of travelers through the pass and well out into
the open country. The Apaches were to be attacked whenever

39they were found in the area.
This post was called Camp Bowie, in honor of Colonel

George V. Bowie of the California Volunteers. From an en- 
' ' ’ * campment of 113 men near the old stage station, it grew to

be one of the most Important army bases In.the Southwest,
eufter being officially established as a fort oh July 28,
1862.4° .

After peace was made with Cochise and the Apaches 
were removed to reservations, the main function of the post 
was to supply men for operations against hostiles escaping

"38
Cremony. op. oit., pp. lWi-167.39
Richard Y. Murray, "The History of Fort Bowie” 

(Unpublished'Master1 s Thesis, Department of History# Grad
uate College, University of Arizona, 1951), p. 6L.40 ■ - .

Ibid.. p. 6l.
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from San Carlos. Port Bowie was no longer considered import
ant after Gteronlmo and the other leaders were removed to

lilFlorida In 1886. Furthermore, In June 1890, the water sup
ply became Insufficient for the needs of the fort. From that 
time on, except for brief periods following heavy rains, 
strict economy measures were necessary, and water had to be
hauled In from a spring west of the post to meet the minimum

k2requirements.« ' - ' * ■ . . .  ‘ . ..... _

These considerations, together with the fact that 
General Alexander McCook wanted the troops In Colorado, led 
to the War Department’s decision to abandon Fort Bowie in 
I89I*.. Troops B and I, Second Cavalry, marched out of Apache 
Pass for the last time on October 17 of that year, and the 
military reservation passed into the hands of the Department 
of the Interior.^ . '
, A board of peace commissioners was appointed by the
federal government in 1867 for the purpose of managing Indian 
affairs. In October, 1872, General 0. 0. Howard, the commis
sioner for the area, decided he would attempt to negotiate 
for peace with Cochise. He sent for Captain Thomas Jeffords, 
who was a personal friend of Cochise, and asked to be taken

James H. McClintock, Arizona. The Youngest State 
(Chicago: The S. J. Clarke Publishing Co., 1916}, I,

42 ...
Murray, op. clt., p. 277.

43Ibid.. p. 303.
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to see him. Jeffords agreed to do so, on condition that 
Howard would go alone with him and do as he said. After How
ard consented to this arrangement, they proceeded to the 
Apache camp.

Cochise greeted them courteously and heard the com
missioner's terms. After meeting with his tribal council, 
he told Howard that they would make terms of peace If they 
could have a reservation In the Sulphur Spring Valley and 
Jeffords would be their Indian Agent. Jeffords was not anx
ious for this responsibility, but as he felt It was the only 
way to stop the bloodshed In the Chlrlcahua country, he agreed 
to do it. The understanding was that he was to be In abso
lute control of the reservation, no one being allowed to come

hkor go without M s  permission.
/.'The agency was at Sulphur Spring first, and after 

several moves, was finally located at Apache. Pass. By the 
end of the year, over a thousand Apaches were fed, according 
to Jeffords1 r e p o r t . D u r i n g  the four years that Jeffords 
was agents the CMricahuas caused no trouble, mainly because 
df the relationsMp between him and CocMse. Jeffords said 
of him: "He respected me and I respected him; He was a'man
h;:; -; '"1:: ■ . ... ■ ■ ' ■ ' 'Iff—  .
1 . Parish, op. cit., II, 23$.

Captain Thomas Jeffords, cited by Bancroft, op. cit.,
P» 566.
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who scorned a liar, was always truthful in all things, his
1*6religion was truth and loyalty."

Before his death in June, 1874* Cochise, with the 
approval of his head chiefs, selected his oldest son, Taza, 
as his successor. All of them promised Cochise that they 
would always do what Jeffords wanted them to, and they were 
faithful to their promise.

Unfortunately, however, the treaty with Cochise did 
not bring permanent peace with all of the Indians, for in 
l8?6, a group of them at Sulphur Spring became intoxicated 
and went on the warpath. After this incident, all Indians

‘ 1were ordered removed from the reservation by Superintendent 
L. B. Dudley. A hundred and twenty-five of them were to go 
to : Hot Spring, 325 under Taza were sent to San Carlos, but 
the remainder, probably about 40°» ran away to make raids on

47the border. Those under the control of Taza were the only 
ones who did not give any trouble.

Vletorio of the H  ot Spring group escaped with a num
ber of men, as did Geronimo and Juh. They terrorized the 
border until 1879, when Vletorio was killed by Mexicans and 
the others were brought back to the reservation. There were 
other outbreaks in 1881 and 1882.

46
Jeffords, quoted by Parish, on. cit.. II, 229.

47Bancroft, on. cit.. p. 566.



In the latter year. General Orlando B. Will cox, who 
had been in command of the Twenty-Third Infantry at Port Bow
ie ainoe 1877» was succeeded by General George Crook. Crook 
had been in command there before but had been transferred to 
another area in 1875. Upon his return, he perceived that 
drastic action was necessary to restore peace in the area. 
Much of the trouble with the Apaches had been caused by the 
interference of unauthorized whites, so Crook "insisted upon
the expulsion from the reservation of all unauthorized squat-

■ •'ters and miners, whether appearing under the guise of MormonsZ18 ,or as friends of the late agents. Another of the diffi
culties had been that the Indians would make raids in south
eastern Arizona and then flee across the international bord
er. Wlllcox could not follow them without fear of trouble 
with Merico. Crook succeeded in negotiating a 1 treaty with , 
Mexico which would allow either country to chase renegades 
across the international line and capture them. '

In March, 1883^ a group of Chlrioahuas - was raiding 
Sonora when Chato crossed over into Arizona to: get azmouni-

49tion and killed thirty people in one week. Crook follow
ed them to their stronghold in the Sierra Madre and defeated

25

John G.; Bourke, On the .Border with Crook (Hew York: 
Charles Scribner * s Sons, 18*51) , p . 445.49 - ' ... • V ' ....

General George Crook. H is Autobiography (ed. by 
Martin P. Schmitt), (Homan, Oklahoma: University of Okla
homa Press, 1946), pp. 245-246.
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them. He was able to convince the Chirlcahuas that he would 
treat them fairly. They then voluntarily sent out runners to 
bring in any stragglers, who might not know of the surrender, 
so they could go back to San Carlos with the others. Chato,

" l ' ,Qeronimo, and all the other chiefs were taken back to the
$0reservation except Juh, who had escaped. There was a total

51of 52 men and 273 women and children.
Peace reigned until 1885, when Qeronimo and Hachez 

left the reservation with a band of warriors and began raids
» ialong the border again. Crook once more pursued them into 

Sonora and captured them in March, 1886. 'However, on the 
way back to Port Bowie, they escaped with part of their men.
A company of Apache scouts was enlisted from the tribes on 
the reservation to trail the renegades, which they did very 
effectively when they were allowed to do it in their own way.^2 
By August, they were all rounded up and forced to surrender 
unconditionally at Fort Bowie.

After the hostiles had been disarmed, they were 
marched to the Southern Pacific Railroad Station at Bowie 
and sent by train to Port Marion, Florida.

50
Bancroft, op. clt.. p. 571.
Crook, op. clt.. p. 2lj8.

52
Hunk, op. clt.. p. 2I4.2.



- • The rest of the Apaches were settled on the San Carlos
and White Mountain reservations. In 1905# Monk reported:
"The fierce Apaches are rapidly becoming civilized— engaged
In farming and stock raising, and give every promise of be-

53coming useful and honorable citizens of the nation." ^

53
Munk, on. clt.. p. 21*5.
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CHAPTER II

WILLCOX IN ITS FORMATIVE YEARS

Very few white people were living in or near the 
Sulphur Springs Valley in the early 1870*s. Fort Bowie, 
which had been established in Apache Pass in 1862, was the 
only outpost of civilization in the area until the founding 
of Fort Grant ten years later.

Colonel Henry Clay Hooker was one of the first men 
to establish a ranch in Arizona after the Apache reign of 
terror. His Sierra Bonita Ranch was located in l8?2 at a 
choice spot on the slopes of the Galiuro Mountains at the 
northern end of the Sulphur Springs Valley. It is twenty- 
two miles north of Willeox and ten miles south of Fort Grant. 
This ranch was developed into one of the finest in the terrl- 
tory.

The adobe ranchhouse was built in the form of a hol
low square with the only doors and windows opening on the in
side of the square. Various provisions were made to make it 
easily defended in case of attack by Indians, but this was

' ' ... " ' I ■. M; . ;̂ :: ;;
- : 1 : : ' 'Joseph Fish, MS, "History of Arizona," p. $8 .̂



never necessary.,:: Hooker recognized their prior right to
the land and treated them; fairly, giving them cattle from

2time to time so they would not steal from him.
A later location in the Sulphur Springs Valley was 

that of Thomas Steele, who built a stage station at Croton 
Springs in 1874. This was on the old Butterfield route and 
about nine miles southwest of the point at which Willcox was 
later located. ̂

In 18$4# Lieutenant G. Parke had made a survey through
this area for a transcontinental railroad. His first survey
was through Apache Pass in the Chiricahua Mountains. This
route proved to be unfavorable, as the grade was two hundred
feet to the mile. Furthermore, the descent from the pass
was broken by many small valleys and would have required too

h.many fills in the construction of a road bed. Parke then 
made a reconnaissance around the northern end of the Dos Cab- 
ezas Mountains and south of Mount Graham, where he discovered

t
~ §

Mrs. Harry Hooker, "Five Generations of Hookers on 
the Sierra Bonita Ranch.” Arizona Cattlelog, V (December. 
1949), 32-36.

3Fish, op. d t . . p. 586.
4Richard B. Cowdery, "The Planning of a Transcont

inental Railroad through Southern Arizona, 1832-1870" (Un
published Master*s Thesis, Department of H istory, Univers
ity of Arizona, 1948), p. 19.
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gan easy and practicable railroad route. heaviest grade
was only sixty-four feet to the mile. In contrast to two hun
dred for Apache Paas.^

It was not until November 19# 1878, that the actual
construction of the Southern Pacific was begun in Arizona.
The track was laid from Yuma eastward until Casa Grande was7
reached on May 19, 1879. Work was not; resumed until January 
26, 1880. The first train arrived in Tucson on March 20, 
1880.8 : ' !

30

Grading was being done in the Sulphur Springs Valley 
in 1877* a camp had been established at the present site 
of Willcox some time before January 3> 1878*

On August 26, i860, the Arizona Star carried an item 
eoneemirig a new city called Malay, located forty miles east

mammmmmmmmmmmmrnmmmpHmmmmmmammmmm  ̂ l' ' . . ’ ; ‘ • .• • • • : • : T ' . ;
George Leslie Albright, Official Explorations for 

Pacific Railroads. iSSS-lBSS (Berkeley, California: Univers
ity of California Press, 1921), p. 123.

Cowdery, op. cit.. p. 33.7 _, _____ .. ,
\W. C. Disturnell (compiler and publisher), Arizona 

Business Directory and Gazetteer (San Francisco: Bacon and
Company, Printers, 1881j, pp. 105-106.

Neill C. Wilson and Frank J. Taylor, Southern Pacific (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc., 19^), p. 76.
- 9 . ' ' ' - ■ : ■ ■ ' ■ :

Arizona Daily Star. J^rll 26, 1935. Mrs. Annie Smith 
McGuigan arrived there on that date with her uncle and aunt, 
Mr. and Mrs, W. W. Mori arty, who were on the way to Tombstone 
to make their fortune in silver. Moriarty decided to accept 
a position with the grading contractors instead.
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of* Benson, which would have a post office In a few days. 10 
The railroad reached there some time during that month, but 
the exact date has not been determined.^

The name of the town was changed to Wllleox In honor 
of General 0. B. Wllleox, well known for his military opera
tions against the Indians, who was bn the first train to 
arrive at that station. Elliot had the following to say 
about the naming of the towns

It (Wllleox) was named after General Wllleox, de
partment commander, then stationed at Port Whipple, 
Arizona. The first child born here was a son of 
Anthony Powers; and General Wllleox, in honor of 
the event, presented the youth with a silver cup on 
which was engraved the general,s initials, in con
sideration the boy should be named Wllleox Powers. 13

That Wllleox was becoming a permanent town is indi
cated in the following newspaper item:

, Down at Wllleox they are building adobe and frame 
houses very rapidly. Heretofore tents have been. the 
principal shelter, and when a man1 s floor became so 
dirty that he could not get around comfortably, he

Statement by Harry 0. Parks, personal interview,
Wllleox, Arizona, August 2, 1955.

. 12 . . .El Paso Times as quoted in the Arizona Range Hews. 
August 1;., I?ll7 13

H . H. Elliot (comp), History of Arizona Territory 
(San Francisco: Wallace W. Elliot and Company, fubiishers,
1884), P* 242.
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would call half a dozen of the boya and move his 
residence. Brooms form a large portion of the 
stock on hand In the grocery store.™

• V i :: - In the early days, there was confusion regarding
the spelling of the name. She Southwestern Stockman, the 
local newspaper, spelled It with one "l" until the Issue
of January 1890. However, letters dating as far back

1!?as 1881|. have been found with two "l*s’* In the postmark.
Colonel J. W. Sculler, the quartermaster at Fort

Grant, proposed that Villcox be moved two and a half miles
east to a location that would make It more convenient as a

16distribution point. Shis site would have been on higher 
ground and less susceptible to floods. The proposed move 
was never made, even though there were no peraanent buildings 
at that time. \ •

As Willcox had been built upon public land, it was 
hecessary to take legal action for the residents to obtain 
title to the land upon which they had built their homes and 
business establishments. An application for a town site was 
filed October 1, 1881, with the Judge of the Probate Court 
of Cochise County and entered in the United States Land Of
fice at Tucson. William J. Osborn, William S. Oury, and

lif
Arizona Weekly Star, October 28. 1880.

15Statement by ►Harry 0. Parks, personal interview, 
Willcox, Arizona, August 2, 1955*16

Arizona Daily Star, September 30, i860.



Andrew Conley were appointed cosaml s a loner a "to assign, ad
judge, determine the respective Interests of the residents

17of said town of Wlllcox*" ; By November 2lj., the work had
been completed to everyone * s satisfaction. The foresight of
the founders Is Indicated by the following newspaper Item:
"They set apart two blocks, for public squares and one block
for school purposes; also four lots each for the Methodist,

18Baptist, Catholic, and Presbyterian churches."
The village was located in the center of one of the

best grazing areas; in Arizona and was fortunate In having a
supply of water so near the surface that a well could easily
be dug with a pick and shovel. It soon became the supply
point for many of the ranchers on the Gila, and accordingly
it was reported that ,"more extensive: stocks of goods are to
be seen here than in any town of Arizona of equal size.
Hamilton reported that in l88l(. the town had a population of 

20five hundred. . * 19 20
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"Notice of Application for Town Site," Tombstone Daily Budget. October b, 1881.
Arizona Weekly Star. November 2lj., 1881.

19
Arizona Daily Citizen. October lit., 1889.20
Patrick Hamilton, The Resources of Arizona (San 

Francisco i A. L. Bancroft and Company, Printers, ibbij.), p. 80.



While the town was becoming established^ railroad
construction moved eastward. The track was apparently com-' v ■ - \.
pleted as far east as 8an Simon* the next station, on Sept-

Lf . .

ember 21, 1880; as a passenger train was scheduled then to
leave Tucson for that destination. It was also announced
that the railroad from Benson to San Simon would be turned
over to the Southern Pacific Company the following day, and

21freight would be received for Wlllcox and San Simon. ; By 
September 30, a considerable amount of freight had been ship
ped to these stations, including eighteen cars of general
.......,. ‘ , 22merchandise, barley and coke consigned to Wlllcox. Con
struction was completed to Lordsburg, Hew Mexico, in mid-
October and a junction effected with the Atchison, Topeka

......  23and Santa Fe at Deming on December 1$.; ' . . .

It was believed at that time that Will cox would be 
second only to Tucson in importance as a southern Arizona 
shipping point. ̂  The prophecy was soon fulfilled, as it 
was the station from which the freighters departed for Dos 
Cabezas, Fort Bowie, Fort Grant, Camp Thomas, San Carlos and

"m r 21 ;T * - ...
Arizona Weekly Star, September 16, i860.
Ibid.. September 30, i860.

• - . •Wilson and Taylor, op. cit.. p. 77.21*. '■■Xy
Arizona Weekly Star, November 18, 1880.



Globe. This continued to be true until the railroad from 
Bowie to Globe was completed In 1898.

Among the earliest business men In Vlllcox were John
H. Norton and M. W. Stewart. Norton started In business as 
a post trader at Port Grant In 1876. The firm of Norton and 
Stewart, founded somewhat later, handled a large number of 
government freighting contracts and also carried mall. In 
i860, they set up a commission and forwarding business In 
Wlllcox. Their warehouse was one of the first business build
ings In town and was designed to "give shippers excellent

'26facilities for storing their goods.”
• ,• '• ' . iNorton and Stewart also ran a stage line from Vlll

cox to Camp Thomas, Port Grant and Globe/ using six-horse
coaches. In 1881, they ran every other day to these points.

•V ' ' - 27The fare to Globe, a distance of 128 miles, was #20.00.
Elliot reported that In 1881*. they had:
a large warehouse, corral and feed yard, beside a 

large commodious store^wEIch Is well stocked with a 
well-selected class of goods Including agricultural 
Implements, and machinery. They also own a very fine 
store and hotel at Fort Grant, and do the heaviest 2Q 
business of any firm outside of Tucson or Tombstone. 0

......................... "..""........

Dlsturnell, op. olt., p. 198.26
Arizona Weekly Star. November 18, i860.

27Dlsturnell, op^ clt.. p. 116.28
Elliot, op. olt.. p. 21).3.
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BULL TEAM USED IN TRANSPORTING SUPPLIES PROM WILLCOX 
TO THE SAN CARLOS RESERVATION, 1882



Willcox freighting business suffered in 1881*. when 
the quartermaster awarded the contract for government freight* 
ing to Solomon and Wicker sham of Bowie. It was claimed that 
Willcox merchants had bid $1,5>00 below them and that the 
contract had been offered to the highest bidder again in 
iSSfJ.^ Apparently the matter was rectified, as John H.
Norton and Co^any of Willcox had the contract again in 1889.^

The following gives a picture of the freighting oper
ations to and from Globe in the early days:

Messrs. Lieberman & Co. have the contracts for the 
freight hauling to Globe and employ about k$ wagons 
and 50 teams. The teams average from 10 to 20 mules 
each, and haul from two to four wagons. The round 
trip from Wilcox to Globe is made in 20 to 30 days 
when the roads are in good condition. 31

Willcox enjoyed a steady business growth in the first 
twenty-five years of its existence. Not only was there an 
ever increasing number and variety of establishments, but
some of them grew to be rather large operations.

. ■ . . . . . . . .  ' 1- . r ■ ■ ■ - - i ' ,The Norton-Morgan Commercial Company, for example, 
was formed when Henry A. Morgan purchased the Stewart inter
ests in the firm of Norton and Stewart, one of the original 
freighting and mercantile establishments in Willcox. Morgan 
had worked for the firm approximately four years in various

37
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Daily Epitaph. January 29, 1886.^̂ 0 ■ - - 1 j ■ * «
Arizona Daily Citizen. October ll\., 1889.31 . . ' .. L - '
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capacities before leaving to operate stores in Fort Thomas

32and Solomonaville* Shortly after his return as a part
ner, a new store was built at the comer of Railroad Avenue

33and Stewart Street. Both wholesale and retail business 
were carried on for many years, and at the height of the 
operations, six people were employed in the office and six
teen in the store. The business recession following World 
War I made a reduction necessary, however, and finally in 
1923, Morgan was forced into bankruptcy.^

John C. Fall, another early merchant in Willcox, 
left his native Virginia for Ohio and then went on to Sac
ramento,1 California, during the 181|B gold rush. After the 
business he set up in Marysville was lost in the flood of 
l86l, he moved to Nevada, where he made a fortune In silver 
mining. : Fall lost practically everything when the price of 
silver went down, so he decided to try his luck in Arizona. 
The small store he opened in Will cox in its Infancy was 
very successful and grew with the town. He took as his 
partners sometime during the ,80,s, Mariano and Pablo Soto, 
thus establishing the firm of Fall and Soto Brothers. The

i
^2 .

H enry A. Morgan, "Reminiscences’1 as told to 
Mrs. George F. Kitt. This account is on file at the Ariz
ona Pioneers* BLstorieal Society, Tucson, Arizona.

33
Arizona Range News, June 16, 1905.

3bStatement by Mrs. J. 0. Wilson, personal interview, February 8, 195b.



.Sotos, who were of Spanish descent, were well educated and 
came to be highly respected in the community. In 1893» 
they purchased the interest of Fall, who died a year later 
at the age of eighty-six.^

The new firm of Soto Brothers and Company purchas
ed the old store and warehouse of J. Liebeman and Company 
in 1897 to use for storage and in 1902 completely remodel- 
ed their store, making it one of the finest between Tucson 
and El Paeo.^ Suffering severe financial reverses in the 
Panic of 1907, from which they had not recovered two years 
later, the Sotos sold their Willcox store and depsurted to 
pursue their business ventures elsewhere.^ ''

Business firms that had been established by 1881 
included Barnett and Block, comniseion merchants; L. C.
H artman, meat market; A. Powers, hotel and restaurant;
L. W. Blinn and Company, lumber yard; and J. F. Rolls, 
news agent and confectionery. < There were five general 
stores, five saloons, three forwarding and commission

39

See Southwestern Stockman. July 1. 1893: Sulphur Valley Hews. December 10, ld%.
- . 3 5 ^

Arizona Range Hews, January 19, 1897; July 11,1902.
Ibid.. February 1909.
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merchants, three stage lines, two blacksmiths and wagon- 
makers, and two hotels.

Another hotel, the Wllleox House, was built on Bail-
30road Avenue by John 0. Fall in about 1883* It was enlarg

ed by twenty-three rooms in 1891# with a ground-floor addi-
k0tion as well as a second storey. The parlor, with its

..scratchy horsehair furniture, was one of the best furnished
places in town, while the dining room was noted for excellent
banquets served to lodges and private parties. Dances held
there were carefully supervised to be sure that no one under
the influence of alcohol was admitted. Surprisingly enough,, 1*1
too, either evening clothes or Sunday clothes were required.

Management and ownership of the Will cox House chang
ed many times, but the reputation for fine food and excel
lent accommodations was maintained. In 1900, along with 
other Improvements, "patent water closets and bathrooms."

38Disturoell, op. clt.. p. 199. See also Arizona 
Weekly Star. December S3, 1886.

39
Deeds of Real Estate, Cochise County, Arizona, 

Book 1. A real estate deed, filed January 2, 1883, shows 
the sale of Lot 16 in Block 30, with fifty feet of front
age on Railroad Avenue, and the back one-half of Lot 17, 
with twenty-five feet of frontage, by H. M. Thomson to the 
firm of Baker and Davis. i

ko • "  ' " '
Southwestern Stockman. June 6. 1891.

ill*
Arizona Range Hews, March 3» 1950.



* . Vsirlous. other hotels are mentioned in the early
newspapers, but the Macy Hotel, located several doors west
of the iUllcox "House, was apparently the only one that
would not have been more accurately described as a rooming
house. The Macy was, for a time, operated as an annex to

43the larger establishment. -
In addition to the dining rooms at the two major 

hotels, there were other eating establishments that claimed 
their share of business. Since they opened, closed, and 
changed management frequently, it would be difficult to give 
a well-organized account of them. One Chinese gentleman 
named Charley Ho held forth in several different locations, 
with one in the King Building being called, strangely enough, 
the "American Restaurant.^ The editor of the local news
paper made this unfavorable comment in 1894: "She proprie-

, - . ! : ;tors of the three restaurants in town have combined and rals-
45ed the price of regular meals from 2 #  to 3$/.*

The ownership of meat markets seemed to change quite
often. Fred: Storm was in and out of the busine s s several

h.6times between 1893 and 1901. V. A. Fiege, the Dragoon

43Arizona Range Hews, October 11, 1899.
44Ibid.. April 12, 1899.

Sulphur Valiev News. July 10. 1894*
46See Southwestern Stockwmn. July 15, December 2, 

1893; Arizona Range Hews. October 18, 1901.
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cattleman, had been operating a shop for two years when he
sold it to W. H . Mayor In 1903. About two and a half years

' by ' ■ : :later. Mayor sold it back to Piege again. Others who 
operated butcher shops at various times were Tom Fulghua, 
Otto Moore, Charles DeBaud, and A. Morales.

The hot, dry summers in southern Arizona produce, as 
a natural result, a great demand for liquid refreshment. As 
early as 1897, Wlllcox had a soda bottling works, and by 
1901, P. E. Caldwell was bottling a thousand bottles of beer
a day.

Ice was also being shipped in from Tucson lii 1889 and
: : 1*9 '■ rv : :was sold by George Raum at the Fashion Saloon. On July 

11, 1899, the production of ice was begun locally by the 
Will cox Lighting, Pumping, and Ice Company, operated by
F. E. Caldwell and T. D. Swat ling. This plant' had a capa-

, ' ■ - 5Q ' : -city of five thousand pounds in twenty-four hours. In
« ' '1901, Swatling purchased the Interest of Caldwell, later

selling it to John Brockman. A year later, they were ship
ping a ton of ice to Cochise every other day and were also 
bottling beer and carbonated waters. The plant was leased

Arizona Range Hews, May 29, 1903; December 8, 1905.
48

Ibid.. July 20, 1897; March 8, 1901.
I4.9™Southwestern Stockman. May 1*., 1889*
50

See Arizona Range Hews. March 22; July 19# 1899.
51

Ibid.. August 9, December 13, 1901; May 9# 1902.
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by J. B. Jardine and L. H. Flickinger in 1906 and operat
ed for a time under the name of the Willcox Ice and Gold 
Storage Company.'^ The capacity of the ice plant was in
creased and other lines of business added, including the 
operation of a swimming pool. In 191b., the plant was being 
operated by L. G. Wilson.

Another very essential business in any community is 
a drug store. J. A. Bright established the first one in 
Willcox in 1890, selling it to E. A. Nichols five years lat
er. Dr. J* M. Nicholson assisted him with the prescriptiofuL 
Then in 1897, Dr. Nicholson and his brother, M. J. Nicholson, 
purchased the business. They operated it until 1902, when 
it was sold to their brother, A. A. Nicholson, who eventual-* 
ly passed it on to his son Marshall. Until January, 1955, 
this was the oldest business in Willcox continuing under the 
same name. At that time, George Austin purchased a half in
terest from the widow of Marshall Austin and added to the 
name, making it the Nicholson-Austin Drug Store.^

5>2%bid., October 19, 1906.
^ Arizona Citizen. March 20, 1914* 
^4suiphur Valley News, September 10, 1895* 
^Arizona Range News, March 30, 1897* 
^ Ibid., January 21, 1955*



The first banking operation in Will cox was earried 
on by the Soto Brothers in conjunction with their store in 
about 1888. Anyone who so desired could deposit money with 
them and, for a small charge, receive checks bearing the name 
of the firm. These could be cashed anywhere in the area

d?
without difficulty. ;

In 1890, a local branch of the Worth American Savings, 
Loan and Building Company was established with John H. Hor
ton, H. A. Morgan, W. P. Nichols, J. A. Bright and Charles

98 .Pugh as the board of directors. Eight years later, the 
Industrial Building and Loan Association of Denver also org
anized a branch at Willcox.^ The institutions, as the 
names suggest, were primarily for the purpose of providing 
building loans and opportunities for investment.

Wlllcox still needed a commercial bank, for^ as the 
editor of the Arizona Range Hews pointed out in 1901, it 
was the logical center for several rapidly growing mining 
regions as well as the large cattle Interests of the Sulphur
Springs Valley. Finally, on November 2, 1908, the Wlllcox

'. 1 : !

William Whelan, personal interview, Wlllcox, Ariz
ona, November 25, 1955*

58 -Southwestern Stockman, May 16, 1890.
59 'Arizona Range Hews, January 25, 1898.



Bank, and Trust Company was Incorporated. It opened for bus 
iness on January 18, 1909» with H. A. Morgan as president; 
Horace Dunlap, cashier; . John H. . Horton, Thomas Allaire, and
A. Y. Smith, directors.k*"

The Sulphur Springs Valley Bank was incorporated In 
1912 with John M. Glee son, president, and W. Kalt-Reauleaux, 
manager. Temporary quarters were in Gleeson’s Cash Store. 
Although the Arizona Range Hews announced that it was "a 
stable affair and has unlimited backing," it closed its doors 
on July 1* 1915. She Sulphur Springs Valley Bank Adjustment 
Company was formed to liquidate the affairs of the defunct 
bank and pay the depositors seventy-five per cent of their

62 ,deposits.
In October of the same year, the Central Bank was

organized, with deposits of over thirty thousand Dollars.
It was a branch of the Central Bank of Phoenix and had S. B.

63Brown as its manager.
Hot all of the business in Willcox was conducted by

men. As early as 1889, a Mrs. W. C. Ragsdale was operating
a millinery shop; and in 1892, the town had a lady barber,

6ksupposedly the only one between Los Angeles and Albuquerque.

bl _- Arizona Range Hews, January 1$, 1909.
62

Ibid.. July 12, 1912; October 22, 1912.63
- Ibid.. October 22, 1912 
61*.

See Southwestern Stockman, Hovember 3, 1889; 
Hovember 12, l892.



Although the John H. Horton Company had an automo
bile agency In 1902, cars were not common for a number of 
years. Dr. J. c. Wilson was ridiculed for the purchase of 
one of the vehicles In 1909# but that did not stop him from 
using it for his calls from that time on.^ In this same 
year, L. 0. Wilson and Charles Johnson began using cars to 
take prospective homesteaders out through the valley to look 
over the land. Johnson had a regular route, but Wilson 
would teike people anywhere In the area, including mines and 
nearby towns.^ The first garage was built by Henry Diera 
in 1912, but apparently there were not enough automobiles to
keep him busy, as he also made repairs on many other types

67of machinery. During the next two years, several more 
dealerships were organized, and the number of cars increased 
considerably. ‘

As in most towns, the Willcox business district was 
not planned but gradually developed a pattern, which has not 
changed very much since it was established. The streets, 
built to coincide with the railroad tracks, run northeast by 
southwest. All land and buildings from the tracks to the op
posite side of Railroad Avenue, which runs parallel to them

55“
Arizona Range Hews, June 9» 19!%)*66”  ”

Ibid., February 5>; April 2, 1909*
6?Ibid., June 21, 1912.



on the northeast, were Southern Pacific property when the town 
was laid out. At the edge of this thoroughfare, within the 
space of two blocks, were most of the business establishments 
of the early days. Intersecting Railroad Avenue was Malay 
Street, extending for one block in a northeasterly direct
ion to connect with Haskell Avenue. Haley was soon built 
up on both sides, but development on 'Haskell was much slow
er. The only business there in 1909 was a blacksmith shop,
the other buildings on it being the homes of various'merchants

68such as H . A. Morgan and P. B. Soto.
Ho paving was done until fairly recent times^ so the

streets were usually either dusty or muddy, depending upon
weather conditions. The editor of the Southwestern Stockman
wrote in l885>i "Horton and Stewart are filling up the big
pond in front of their warehouse. It would be well if others

69follow suit and fill up some of the hog wallows around town."
Since the drainage from the southern slopes of the 

Graham Mountains is into the Wlllcox PI ay a, the town has al
ways had a flood problem when heavy rains occur. On Septem
ber 1, 18914.# a flash flood covered the streets to a depth of

70two or three feet in less than half an hour* 68

47

68
Letter from C. F. Schuman to the editor of the 

Arizona Range Hews, August 17, 19$1.
Southwestern Stockman, January 10, 188$.
Sulphur Valiev Hews, September 4> 189^*
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WILLCOX BUSINESS DISTRICT FLOODED IN THE LATE i860»3



The next serioua flood was bn October 13* 3.8#.
The streets had been flooded all the previous day, and when 
the town was aroused by pistol shots at two o'clock A.M.* 
water was a foot deep In some of the buildings. The rail
road embankment acted as a levee to hold It in the main 
part of town* as there was only one culvert to let the water 
through.' The damage was extensive, as many of the buildings 
were adobe a M  would not stand much soaking*

Finally, in 1898, the Southern Pacific installed 
another and larger culvert northeast of town. A third one, 
over a hundred and fifty feet in length, was installed after 
the flood of August 21, 1910.^  The openings In the embank
ment made it possible for the water to drain off much more 
rapidly. ' : " ' '

Only Railroad Avenue had sidewalks until 1913, when 
it was reported that embankments were being thrown up for 
some on Maley Street. The early walks were built of 
boards. Since the individual property owner was not espec
ially careful to have his on the same level with those of 
his neighbors, the pedestrian had to watch his step.

Sulphur Valley Hews. October 13, 1896.
72 -
Arizona Range H ews, November 11. 1898; November4, 1910.• 1 -
Ibid.. August 29, 1913•

• 74 " v - v -. . . . . .Nelle Merwin, "Main Street Centered Around the 
Southern Pacific Depot," Arizona Range News. September 2,1955*
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When the old board.walks were taken up and replaced with con
crete in 1915* the small boys watching the operations found 
numerous coins that had been dropped through the cracks 
throughout the years.75 r r

, In common with most small town residents, the people 
of Willeox have always had a great interest in the events of 
the day. : However, the local newspaper had a very precarious 
existence in the early days. George W. McFarlin and Phil S. 
Montague founded the Sulphur Valley Hews in April, l88Zj..
Five weeks later, McFarlin sold out to Montague, who a short 
time later consolidated it with the Arizona Livestock Journ
al and changed the name to the Southwestern Stockman. Pub-
m m m m

lication ceased in April, 1885, when Montague1 s funds were 
exhausted, and H • M. Woods and others brought suit* against 
him. On April 11, the property was sold by the constable to
Horton and Stewart, who gave Woods a half-interest in lieu- ■ ' .. . - - /■ \ : '
of the amount for which the judgment was rendered in his

taVor- ’... , /
Ifontague loaded up the press and other necessary

equipment on the night of April 16 and shipped it to Tucson.
He was soon arrested on a charge of grand larceny and the

76evidence returned to Willeox. Montague *s position is indi
cated by the following: "Phil was last evening lodged in

' 75 :Statement by Mac Browning, personal interview, 
Willeox, Arizona, August 10, 1956.

Sulphur Valley Hews. April 10, 189^.



the county jail, preferring to remain in custody rather than
to give the required bond. It is understood he will commen

vyce suit for. false imprisonment. The civil case which dev
eloped was decided in favor of Woods, the defendant. Mon- .

' ' ' : ' ' ' ....' , 78tague, however, was awarded his books and private papers.
; Having. thus obtained possession of the Southwestern 

Stockman. Woods took in John M. Bracewell as joint owner and, 
six months later, sold out to him. D. N, Bunsaker, who edit
ed and managed.the paper while Bracewell served on the legis
lature, tiecame proprietor on May 21, 1887, when M s  employer
failed to meet wages. IHe continued to operate it success-

70
fully undil his death in 1890.

Charles W. Pugh purchased the newspaper plant, a' ' 
frame building near the railroad station, on January1 26, 1891. 
A short time later, he began publishing two papers, the Sul
phur Valiev Hews and the Southwestern Stockman, the latter 
being essentially a livestock journal. In 189%, a cylinder 
press powered by a gasoline motor was Installed to replace
the old Washington hand press that had served for nearly ten
. 1: ■ 80years. A dally edition of the Sulphur Valiev Hews appeared

51

1885.

-77
Tombstone. April 23, 1885. -

78% —  : '
' Arizona Daily Star, quoted in Tombstone. July 13,

80
Sulphur Valley Hews. April 10, I89I*,. 
Southwestern Stockman. March 17, 1894.
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during the fall of that year hut apparently was discontinued 
because of a shortage of news.

Pugh moved the Stockman to Phoenix in September,
1895* leaving A. D. Webb in Wlllcox as editor of the Sulphur

. • 8l • •" . I-.-- T " \ . ■ . V/.-.Valiev News. Webb was replaced by P. L. Blome of Arizola
in July, 1896, who remained until the paper was sold to Hor-

- _ _ _ - ' '•  ̂82 1 :ace B. Dunlap in August.
Dunlap changed the name of the publication to the 

Arizona Range News, making it a combination livestock and 
general newspaper. It has continued under this name until 
the present time.

In 1900, C. 0. Anderson, who had been publishing the 
Holbrook Argus, purchased the paper from Dunlap and operat
ed it until 1903. New equipment was added to the plant, and 
the size of the paper was increased considerably during 
these years., Anderson also began doing job printing of all 
kinds. Moving to the state of Washington in 1903 because 
of his wife’s health, he sold out to 8. N. Kenqj, who operat
ed the Arizona Range News until his return in September,
' • ' ■ 8k ■ ■ : ■ ' ; 1 : - ‘' V . '11917• ^ Anderson then repurchased it and continued as editor * 82 83

Sulphur Valley News, September 21&, 1896.
82 "' . 'Ibid., July 21; August 1}., 1896.
83 ■ ' -Arizona Range News, July 18, 1900.
84- . .' ' :. V' : -Ibid., September 7> 1917.



and publisher until 1926, when he sold out to L. J. Fulmer.
E. H. Beverly of Colorado acquired the publication in 1929
and retained it until October, 191*0, when it was purchased

' " ' .....  " 85 ’ 'by Mr. and Mrs. D. F. Mellenbruch of Benson. - Various
partnerships have been formed and dissolved since that time, 
but Mrs. Ruth Mellenbruch.has remained as editor, and contin
ues to promote the growth and improvement of Will cox as did 
her predecessors.

The first telephone system in Will cox was for commun
ication with Fort Bowie and was installed by the federal gov- 
ernment in 1890. The first system for civilian use was in- 
stalled by D. A. Adams, who owned a ranch at Texas Canyon.
Be started out by stringing a line on crooked sticks and 
mesquite poles from there to Benson for his own use and that 
of his neighbors. Other communities heard of the success of 
the operation and wanted the service, too, so the Adams Tel- 
ephone Company was formed. . In 1907, a line was run to 
Cochise and Willcox with diverging lines to the mining camps
at Johnson, Glee son. Court land, and Pearce, as well as to

88various ranches along the way.

Arizona Range Hews, January 21*., 191*1.
8 6 ~ ------
_ Southwestern Stockman, March 29» 1890.
87 1 ■ •
Bisbee Dally Review, January 13, 1935.

88
Arizona Range Hews, March 1; 29, 1907.



Among the first telephones installed in Willcox by 
the Adams Company were those at Glee son* s Cash Store and 
the Willcox Drug Store. At the latter location, the first 
switchboard was installed four months later.

At about the same time, the Riggs family built a 
telephone line connecting their ranches in the Chiricahuas 
and running on north to Dos Cabezas. A year later, the line 
was extended to Willcox.

54

The Adams Telephone. Company also continued to expand, 
running lines to Safford, Bowie', and the newly settled areas
in all directions 
with El Paso was

. FinAliy in October 1911, & connection 
established.^1

The Hew State Telephone and Telegraph Company was 
incorporated in July, 1912, to combine the telephone inter
ests of the Adams, Riggs, and Skaith lines, with headquarters
; . ■ •...1 Og ' . ' .. . -at Willcox. This company continued to operate until it
was sold to the Mountain States Telephone and Telegraph Com
pany in 1918.93

Along with the steady growth of business and commun
ication in Willcox there was an increase in the population

' QCJ - ■ „ - -■ ■ ■ . - .
Arizona Range Hews, July 5; November 1, 1907. .90 r”;' . ... . -V- •
Ibid.. March 22, 1907; March 6, 1908.

91Ibid., October 20, 1911.
92 "•

Ibid.. July 12, 1912.
93Ibid.. January 25, 1918.



and a resultant development In the residential sections of 
town. Willcox was listed in an unofficial census in 1882

% •- ' ' • / v. ' • . . .. : ' .V

as having a population of 32lj.. In that same year, the
•• -- ■ " - • . ■ .* . • ' > .. i ' . • •. ' •1 • 1. •

Great Register showed 125 voters registered there. By
I896, there were 195 voters, which would indicate a pro-

96 .portionate.increase in population. The 1890 census show-
97ed that the town had a population of 396. The Willcox 

precinct, which included some , of the outlying areas, had 
increased to 1,632 in 1910. An article in the Biabee Re
view in 1909 gave,an estimate of 800,to 1,000.for.the pop-

' " ' ‘ ... ' 99ulation of the town itself. ..
A number of the early homes in Willcox are still in 

use. Among than are the homes of H. A. Morgan and Mariano 
Soto, located on -Haskell Avenue. Also, between Haskell 
and Railroad Avenues on Stewart Street are the, old Pablo 
Soto house and the Schwertner place.

Tombstone Epitaph, July 15> 1882.g^.,.: . '.“.— .' .. . ' .'. .■77 - ’ _ ..
Great Register of the County of Cochise,.1882,96--^ -------------------  ̂ ■ "

ie96. , /
v H.S. Census Office, Eleventh Census of the United 

States, 1890. Population, I, 66.
98 *, ' v .. , ■ ,. ,
TJ. S. Bureau of the Census, Thlrteenth Census of 

the United States: 1910. Population, tl, 71.. 99
Bisbee Review, no date, quoted by Arizona Range 

News. May 7, 1969. ”
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The last house mentioned was built by the federal 

government as a reception center for young array officers on 
their way from West Point to Port Grant. Later, it became 
an officers* club and was operated by a retired army offic- 
er. Josef Schwertner, a saloon and store keeper for many 
years, purchased the house in 1897, shortly after M s  arriv
al in Willcox. Albert Schwertner and Mary Schwertner Nord- 
hus, his son and daughter, still make it their home. It 
is a very interesting example of the type of house built in 
the eighties and nineties, as apparently very little, if 
anything, has been done to modify its original outward ap
pearance.

For many years, Willcox had a housing' shortage.
The Arizona Range News reported in 1900 that there was not
a vacant house in town and pleaded for the erection of at
v' ' . ' 100 ■ : " • • Vleast a dozen cottages. In 1908, a building boom was

indicated by the announcement that one real estate man, W.
S. McCurdy, had sold between sixty and seventy lots in the 
Morgan and An&Le Addition in the northwest corner of town. 
Five or six new houses were to be started within the next 
thirty days. Fifteen or twenty new buildings were in 
the course of erection in April, 1909, and the realty market

' roc * .....
Arizona Range News. May 9; August 29, 1900.

101“  ~Ibid., December 18, 1908.



was still very active. Four years later, every business 
house and residence was occupied. Furthermore, every new 
building was put into use as soon as it was completed.
This was still the case in 1915# but the newspaper stated
optimistically that .the supply would soon catch up with

:: ' " : ' ' 103the demand, as many rental houses were being built.
As the town grew, it began to acquire some of the 

comforts and conveniences of urban life. The possibility of
an electric lighting system for Willcox was considered as

lok ........ ■ ' ;" '1early as 1892. It was not until seven years later, however,
that F. E. Caldwell and T. D. Swatling organized the Willcox

105Lighting, Pumping, and Ice Company. The generating plant 
was equipped with two Westinghouse seventy-five kilowatt, 
one hundred and twenty-five volt generators running in ser
ies on a three-wire system. She plant was put into oper
ation on August 3, 1899# much to the delight of the local 
citizens, who turned out to gaze in wonder at the brilliantly

102

102
.103

Arizona Range News, April 9# 30, 1909•
Ibid.. February 19# 1915*
4.Southwestern Stockman, March 12, 1892. 
Ari zona Range News, March 22, 1899•
3
Ibid.. Jtily 19# 1899.
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10?lighted business establishments. About a month later, two 

large arc lights were installed to light the downtown area. 
One was in front of Hauser* s Saloon, near the corner of Mal
ay Street and Railroad Avenue, and the other was near the
Horton and Company warehouse, at the east end of Railroad
„ 108 Avenue.

On October 10, 1900, it was announced that the elec
tric lights would be run all night, but in September, 1901, 
the operators began shutting down the plant at midnight, as 
the number of lights in use after that hour did not seem to 
justify its operation until morning.

The plant continued to operate upon this basis until 
1902, when many of the local residents were hard pressed to 
meet the necessities of life and failed to pay their electric 
bills. The owners decided to close down the unprofitable 
generating plant and concentrate upon the mine at Pearce in
which they were also interssted. The machinery was sold

111in Mexico, and the town was without electricity until 1926.

— I07
Arizona Range Hews, August 9» 1899.108 .
Ibid., September 6, 1899.

109Ibid., October 10, 1900; August 30, 1901.
110 ~

Ibid.. July 31, 1953.
Ill

Statement by Mrs. J. 0. Wilson, personal inter
view, Willcox, Arizona, May 25# 1957.



. . As the value of property Increased, so did interest
in fire protection. An attempt was made to organize a vol
unteer fire department as early as 1885. Apparently it
was unsuccessful, as it was not in operation in 1896 when a 
small frame building on the alley back of Railroad Avenue 
burned. The local newspaper pointed out the fact that since 
the town was built almost wholly of wood, such a fire could

' .V {have spread and destroyed the entire business section if 
there had been a strong wind. The editor suggested the pur
chase of ladders, fire buckets, etc. so the town would be

/ fbetter prepared in case of another fire. In another part of 
the paper, it was mentioned that again there was some talk 
of organizing a hook and ladder company, but still nothing 
was done.

Finally, in 1909# the long awaited volunteer fire de
partment was organized with twenty-one members, and subscript-

1 niiions were taken for the purchase of equipment. Buckets
' \

and axes were stored at strategic locations around town, and 
water was supplied by private windmills and tanks. Horton 
and Morgan, along with the Sohwertners, later installed a 
four-inch pipe line from the Southern Pacific water tank

Southwestern Stockman. October 10, 1885.
113Sulphur Valley Hews. January 28, 1896.
114Arizona Range Hews. December 17, 1909.

59



across the tracks to supply hydrants near their business est
ablishments.^^ On May 3» 1910, a whole row of frame build
ings on Railroad Avenue between the Willcox Hotel and the 
Maley Street intersection burned. The fact that the post of
fice building on the corner had a solid adobe wall, with no . - - .
windows on the side toward the fire, probably prevented the 
flames from spreading farther.’*-'^ '

As a result of this fire, a mass meeting was held at 
Horton’s -Hall to act upon the matter of purchasing more fire 
fighting equipment with funds that had been contributed for
the purpose. It was decided that a hook and ladder truck

H 7  ? >would be most useful* Apparently not enougjh funds were
available to purchase this equipment, as the firemen built a
hose cart from two old buggy wheels instead* It carried
four hundred feet of one and a half inch canvas hose. The
water was supplied by gravity from the railroad tanks at a
pressure of approximately ten pounds per square inch. Hot

118until 1915 did they obtain a hook and ladder, cart.

■■ “  "133Statement by : Harry 0. Parks, personal Interview, 
Willcox, Arizona, March 31, 1956.116

Arizona Range Hews, May 6, 1910.
117"““ ™Ibid.. June 17, 1910.118—

Ibid*. April 27, 1951.
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Wien a town Is founded, a concern for the welfare of 
the children is normally one of the first to become evident.
A public school was established in Will cox in l88l upon pet-

• • ‘ . ....... ' • ■ TTQ / 7 •
ition of a number of the heads of families. The building
was a one-room frame structure, with long benches of rough
wood, and was located at whait is now 322 East Malay Street.
In 188£, the following item appeared in the Southwestern
Stockman: v’ . ' ~ ° '

There is in the county treasury $602.76 to the credit 
, of the Wilcox school fund. Let us have, the children at 

school as long as there is a cent for the purpose.12°
When school began in September, 1885, twenty-nine pupils
were enrolled.

61

By 1889, from fifty to sixty pupils were attending
122 ethe ungraded school. The Board of School Trustees decid

ed that the school should be divided into two departments—  
a grammar and a primary— and employ two teachers for the next 
y e a r . T h e y  rented a building next-door to the newspaper * 121 122

Petition on file at the Arizona Pioneers* Histor
ical Society, Tucson, Arizona.- 120 : ' - ' 'r

Southwestern Stockman, January 17» 1885.
121

Ibid., September 5» 1885.122
Ibid.. June 1, 1889.
Ibid.. July 27, 1889.123



office and fitted it out for the primary department as a temp
orary measure. Twenty-one were enrolled in the grammar

12$department that year and twenty-three in the primary. ^
In a subsequent special election, the townspeople were con
fronted with a proposal to raise #1,000 by a special tax to 
build an addition to the schoolhouse. H. H. Bunsaker, the 
editor of the Southwestern Stockman, was pleased that the
vote was unanimously in favor of it, but deplored the fact

126that only eleven votes were cast. On April *>, 1890, It 
was announced that the public school building was' completed 
and the primary department would move into it the following
Monday. The school library was started that year with
funds obtained from admissions to a program given at Thanks-
V , V  128giving time.

By the spring of 1900, the school was again overcrowd
ed, and a #7,$00 bond issue was approved for erecting and fur
nishing a new building. ... Since the majority of the child
ren lived north of the railroad tracks, it was decided that * 9

Ibid.. August 3# 1889.
Ibid.. September l*., 1889.
Ibid.. September 21, 1889.
Ibid.. April $,1891
Ibid.. March 22, 1890.
9Arizona Range Mews. June 20, 1900.

1



the school would be located there on what is now Haskell Ave
nue.

The cornerstone for the new building was laid on Nov
ember 30, 1900. Inside it were placed various items, includ
ing a list of the names of the children in school that year 
as well as those of the teachers and trustees, a copy of the 
teachers1 monthly reports, and current issues of various news
papers.1^0 '

Only about a month later, the old school was destroy
ed by a fire of unknown origin. Some local residents thought 
the fire had been set, but it was never proved. School was
held in Horton-Horgan Hall, the structure now occupied by B.

131and Cr. Motors, until the new building was finished.
In March, 1901, the new building, a substantial four- 

room brick structure, was accepted by the trusteesi1^  It 
was more than adequate to accommodate the pupils attending 
at that time, as two of the rooms did not have desks instal
led in them until the fall of 1908.133 By 1915, however, a 
six-thousand-dollar bond issue was passed for an addition to 
the school.1^

-  ‘ 335—
Ibid., December 7# 1900.

131Statement by Harry 0. Parks, personal interview, 
Villcox, Arizona, March 31# 1956.

132
Arizona Range Hews. March 22, 1901.

133-Ibid.. October 30, 1908.
134Ibid.. October 1, 191$.
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. . High school work was first offered at the grammar
school in the fall of 1908, with seven students enrolled*
In Hovember of the following year, a bond issue for a high 
school building was approved almost unanimously* ( That 
interest in secondary education was growing is also Indicat
ed by the fact that the average daily attendance for 1909 
was thirteen*

The first high school building, a four-room struc
ture located on El Faso Avenue at the site of the present 
junior high school, was dedicated on February 2!*., 1911. It 
was converted into an auditorium when additional wings for 
classrooms were built around it in 1921*

Enrollment had increased to twenty-one when classes
began in the fall of 1911* and a year later it had reached 

138thirty-seven. The first graduate of Wlllcox High School 
was Florence Dickey Hubbard, the only member of the class of 
1912 to finish.1^9 Thirty-nine attended during the school

135

Statement by Mrs. Florence Dickey Hubbard, pers
onal interview, Wlllcox, Arizona, August 10, 1956.

136Arizona Range News, November 26, 1909.
137”James Walter Black, "History of Education in 

Cochise County" (Unpublished Master* a Thesis, College of 
Education, University of Arizona, 19^0), p* 55* ,

138Arizona Range News. September 20, 1912.
139' —Ibid*. May 2k, 1912.



. IkOyear 1913-lU# six of whom graduated in May. One of the
1913 graduates was Mrs. Hubbard, who had returned as a post
graduate student to take the business courses that had been

Uiladded to the curriculum that year. *

The first church building in Willcox was non-denom-
inational. Colonel Henry C. Hooker, seeing the need for a
place of worship, constructed a large adobe building with
the usual long benches and a rostrum across one end. Any
religious denomination could use it without charge, and it

342was so utilized for many years.
An early attempt by a Baptist minister to establish 

a church was unsuccessful, according to the following ac
count:

Rev. Mr. Alexeander who has been laboring in this 
portion of the moral vineyard for some weeks past 
takes his departure for California today. We trust 
the reverend gentleman will not be disheartened by. ; 
his failure to create a religious awakening here.*4-3

The Methodists started by having Sunday School,
with occasional worship services under the direction of

65

340Letter from G. V. Hays to the editor, Arizona 
Range Hews. August 10, 1951; Black, o p . cit.. p. 55*

Statement by Florence Dickey Hubbard, personal 
Interview, Willcox, Arizona, August 10, 1956.142
• . C. 0. Anderson, "Colonel Henry C. Hooker, The

Earliest Sulphur Springs Valley Pioneer," Arizona Range
Hews, August 16, 1946.

Southwestern Stockman. June 27, 1885.143
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Itinerant ministers. In 1886, they built a small adobe
church south of the tracks. E. K. Crews, the first resident
pastor, arrived from Colorado a year later.

The Methodist Episcopal Church, South, was organized
in March, 1909# with arrangements for semi-monthly services
under the direction of the Reverend R. J. McElroth of El 

lli5Paso. The small building erected west of town was replac
ed in October, 1910, by a considerably larger one at the cor
ner of Maley Street and Curtis Avenue. The Reverend J. Coy 
VSHLams had become their pastor in January of that year.1^  
In 191$, the two Methodist congregations were united, and 
the newer building of the former Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, has since been used as their place of worship.

The Catholics1 spiritual needs were administered to 
by a priest who came weekly from Benson, beginning'in 188$. 
Their first church was built in 1891. A priest from Nogales 
made periodic visits from 1901 until 1907# when one from 
Solomonsvllle took charge. This arrangement continued until 
Father Mariano Uson was sent to Wlllcox as resident pastor 
in 1 9 * . ^

Arizona Range News, October 31. 19kl.
,14$

Ibid.. March 12, 1909.
146

Ibid., October 7# 1910.
147Ibid.. March 12, 1948.
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The Christian Church was organised In 1911* beginning

regular services in July of that year. It was the sixth
church of that denomination organized in Arizona.^®

Several fraternal orders were organized early in the
history of Willcox, among them being the Ancient Order of
United Workmen, the Knights of Pythias, which had a large
membership in 1899, and the Masonic Lodge, which received
its charter bn November 11, 1891. The local Order of the

Ui9Eastern Star was organized on March 5, 1903. These lodges 
from the beginning took an active part in the development of 
the town and promoted many worthwhile activities. ■ The first 
two mentioned encountered financial difficulties during or 
shortly before World War I and passed out of existence; how- |
ever, the Masonic orders weathered the storm and are still ’

- • ‘ 150.. 1very active. .
An interest in dramatics in the early days is indi

cated by the fact that several clubs were organized to pro
vide entertainment of that nature. As early as I88I4., the 
Sulphur Valley News reported a very successful production of 
Among the Breakers by the Willcox Dramatic Club.^'^’ A

““  n r  .
Ibid., March 27. 19^3.

14-9 .Ibid.. October 31, 1941•
150

Statement by H arry 0. Parks, personal Interview,Willcox, Arizona, August 10, 1956.
151

Sulphur Valley News, September 4-, 1884.*
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number of prominent people in the town participated In these 
productions, which consisted of everything from serious 
drama to minstrel shows, and were presented in Horton* s Opera 
House? to large audiences.

As evidence of an Interest In music, the Wlllcox
1<2

Brass'Band was organized In 1890 with fourteen members.
It was not a permanent organization because the directors 
worked on a voluntary basis, and whenever one of them moved 
out of town, the band usually went out of existence for a 
time. Among the early bandmasters were Sidney Page and a Hr. 
Harmon. C. S. Oung*l, who had been in charge of the Fort 
Grant band, reorganized the Wlllcox group In 1912, and it 
was very active for several years. Among the Important oc
casions at which the band appeared was the opening of the 
Mascot and Western Railroad between Wlllcox and Dos Gabezas 
in 1915.153

Athletics were not neglected, either. Oh September 
5, 1891, an athletic club was organized by the young men of 
the town “for sports and exercise with gloves, Indian clubs, 
dumbbells, rowing machines and various other devices. ..

Ibid.. June 28, 1890.
153 — .Albert Schwertner, personal interview, Wlllcox, 

Arizona, August 10, 1956.
Southwestern Stockman. August 22, 1891.
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A baseball club was organized in 1901, and for a number oi 
years it maintained an enviable reputation. The home games 
were played on a diamond at the present location of the jun
ior high school.1#

Many dances were held at Horton*a : Hall in the 90* s 
and early 1900*s. Committees were chosen to make elaborate 
plans, especially for dances held on holidays such as New

IYear* s Eve and St. Patrick* s Day. The band was usually from 
Port Grant, and of course many soldiers joined the local 
people; in the festivities.1^

Hot all of the entertainment was by local talent. 
Professional elocutionists, lecturers, and musicians occas- 
ionally made their appearance, keeping the local citizens in 
contact contact with the culture of the East. Traveling 
dramatic companies also presented such classics as Monte 
Cristb and Uncle Tom* s Cabin.

Circuses came to town as early as 1893, although in 
the opinion of the local press, at least one of them was 
not so spectacular as the showbills had indicated:

Norris & Rowe * s two-bit show here last week for 
the price of one dollar, was very well, attended, in
deed. All kinds of suckers were in evidence— and 
the local scribe was there with the rest of the bunch. ^

7<L

■ Mac Browning, personal interview, Willcox, Ariz
ona, August 10, 195>6.

156
Mrs. J.P. Cummings, personal interview, Willcox, 

Arizona, March 31, 19#.
Arizona Range News. November Ij., 190l̂ . i157



• Moving pictures made" their appearance in 1897, pres-
ented by a traveling projectionist. following adver
tisement appeared in the newspaper:

At Horton’s ‘Hall Saturday night, the Animated Pro- 
jectoscope, Edison’s latest invention, showing the 
great Corbett fight complete, with knockout clearly 
shown, also the great Spanish Bull Fight and manyother beautiful scenes....1^

Later, a movie theatre was set up in a building at the cor
ner of Maley Street and Haskell Avenue, where the Valley 
National Bank is now located. In 1914# shows were being 
presented on Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights of each 
week.* 160 - '' _ ' ' ' : ’ : • ’' ; ‘

In spite of early evidences of culture and refine
ment, it must not be forgotten that Willcox was on the front
ier. Being a cattle town, it was the place of entertainment 
for cowboys for many miles around. While most of them were 
law-abiding citizens, there was a boisterous element that 
created considerable excitement at times, especially when 
too much liquor was consumed at the local saloons.

That there. was a great demand for liquor is indicat
ed by the story that one of the early merchants arrived in 
town with two barrels— one of flour and one of whiskey.
He> had not been in business long before he discovered that

Ibid., August 3, 1897.
129Statement by Mrs. J. C. Wilson, personal inter

view, Willcox, Arizona, February 18, 1956.160
Arizona Range News, March 13, 1914.



he had too much of the former and not enough of the latter 
comnodity.

Among the more popular resorts In the early days 
were Patty Cooper's, at the site of the present Willeox Thea 
tre; Kasper Hauser's, where the Havajo Hotel Is how located; 
the George Baum Saloon, at the comer of Maley Street and

72

Haskell'. Avenue; and the Bucket of Blood Saloon, which was 
advertised as * the only second class house In the city.
At one time seven saloons were located on Railroad Avenue
alone. One of the more Innocent pursuits of inebriated 
cowboys was to amble along the board sidewalk and shoot at
the knots underfoot.

In the northeast comer of town was located a thor
oughfare called "the alley," which was the local red light
district for many years. It operated continuously until
1910, except for brief periods following unpleasant incld-

... . . .  .............-  . . . . . . .

ents that aroused the ire of the townspeople.

Harry 0. Parks, personal interview, Willeox, 
Arizona, August 2, 1955>«

JLOiZ . . - - . - •Mrs. J; P. Cummings, personal interview, Willeox,
Arizona. March 31. 19^; Arizona Range Hews. March 29, 1901.

''' ,r~' " - .
Hells Merwin. wEarly Willeox.w. Arizona Range 

Hews, September 2, 195#.164
' Arizona Range Hews, July. 11, 1900.



73
All minor disturbances were handled by the local dep

uty sheriff and the justice of the peace. In 1896, the loc
al newspaper editor thought it highly commendable that the 
Justice Court was not only self-sustaining but a source of
revenue to the county. He stated that a ten-dollar fine paid 
in cash was far better than the county* s having to bear the 
expense of keeping a man in jail for thirty or sixty days.

Nevertheless, it was sometimes necessary to lock up 
offenders. A petition was sent to the Board of Supervisors
on January 1, 1885, asking them to appropriate six hundred■; ' , ' •
dollars for the purpose of building a jail. The letter 
which accompanied the petition stated, nIt is most urgently 
needed as parties under arrest here have suffered inhumane
ly from exposure in Box Cars (the only available place of 
confinement)." The jail was approved and a contract a- 
warded to W. M. Constable of Tombstone for its construet-

Ibid., January lb, 1896.■. 166""""" : : - , \This petition and the letter from R. F. Hughson to the Board of Supervisors, Cochise County, January 5» 1885, which accompanied it, are on file at the Arizona Pioneers* Historical Society.' :
Southwestern Stockman, January ll|., 188$..  167
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By 1897> the jail was badly In need of repairs. It 
was built of two-by-fours and had been set on fire many 
times by disgruntled prisoners. Finally, a young escapee 
from a California refom'school succeeded in lifting part of 
the floor and digging but under the wall. When the building 
was remodeled the following year, steel cells were installed
* - 1 ' • • • • - : * 188to prevent any more such escapes. The original jail was 

replaced in 1911|. or 191f> by one constructed of concrete, 
south of Haskell Avenue near the present location of the 
Greyhound Bus Depot.

Disrespect for the law seemed to be on the increase 
in Willcox in June, 1897. Bert Appel, the constable, know
ing that one of the reasons was personal antipathy toward 
him on the part of certain cowboys, resigned. After this 
happened, Burt Alvord, who had established a reputation as 
a fearless peace officer in the neighboring town of Pearce, 
twenty miles away, was asked to assist in restoring order 
in W i l l c o x . T h i s  task was accomplished so effectively 
that the Willcox precinct hired him on a permanent basis 
about six weeks later. 1

The ruthlessness of Alvord was shown by his shooting 
of Billy King because of a personal grudge. King, who had

“  158“”
See Arizona Range News, Julv 11. 1897: February12, 1908. --

169
Ibid., June 1$, 1897.170
Ibid..August 3, 1897.



beon partly responsible for his humiliation in d bar room in
cident two nights before, had offered his apologies and ap
parently made amends to Alvord * s satisfaction. The officer 
later asked King to accompany him out back of the saloon, 
as he wimted to talk with him in private. When he stepped 
out the door, Alvord evidently shot him in the back six 
times. Claiming that King had pulled a gun, forcing him to 
shoot in self defense, Alvord was exonerated in court. A: 
number of cowboys, disliking the decision, joined forces . 
for the purpose of lynching Alvord, but nothing was done. 
Tempers cooled, and they realized that since the officer had 
many people on his side it was best, not to take the law into 
their own hands.

As one of his deputies, Alvord had a man named Bill 
Downing. It was believed by some that his real name was 
Jackson and that he had been a member of the Sam Bass, gang 
of train robbers in Texas. This has not been proved^ but 
it is known that he caused a great deal of trouble ' around 
Willcox; . . ,

For example, one day in May, 1899, Downing entered 
the saloon of Thomas Ful^xum on Haley Street. When a man

75

' Leonard Alverson, "Reminiscences," as told to
Mrs. George F.Kitt, October 8, 1938# pp. 24-26. This is 
on file at the Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society, Tucson, 
Arizona.- ' - , ' - : ' .. ' - ' -r.



named Bill Traynor dropped M s  hands to his side as though 
he were reaching for a pistol. Downing shot him. A coroner *s 
jury gave the verdict that the killing was done In self def
ense. A feeling of enmity was said to have existed between 
the two men because Traynor had accused Downing of burning 
brands^ and each had threatened the life of the other.

Another of Alvord’ s deputies was Matt Burts, who,
although not charged with killing anyone In Will cox, seemed
to enjoy "shooting up" various local establishments. Be did
not confine this activity to saloons, but on one occasion at
least, made a raid on a butcher shop."^^ 1

! Many of the shootings that took place were the result
of excessive drinking and quick tempers. One of the best
known of these was the killing of Warren Barp. He did not
participate In the famous Tombstone feud with the Clantons,
but had lived around Will cox for a number of years. Barp
was not regarded as troublesome, but one night in July,

171l1900, he and another cowboy had a quarrel. The details 
vary in different accounts, but it seems that Barp, who was 
unarmed except for a pocket knife, dared the other man to 
shoot him. The opponent took the dare, with fatal

• v  112Arizona Range News. May 21*., 1899.
173Letter from Mrs. J. H. Clifford to the editor 

of the Arizona Range Hews, August 10, 1991."375
Morgan, op. olt.
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consequences. At a preliminary hearing held before Judge 
W. F. Nichols, it was ruled that there was probably insuffic
ient evidence for a grand jury to find an indictment, so the 
killer was released.176

The usual number of robberies took place, as well.
One of the most humiliating ones was the stealing of all the 
guns from a detachment of Fort Grant soldiers. The weapons 
were left on their saddles while the men were inside a sal-

2.77 ■ V: . . ' ,oon getting something to eat.
Among the most spectacular crimes committed near 

Willcox were several train robberies, the first oif which was 
on January 30, 1895. Grant Wheeler and Joe George, after 
buying a large supply of giant powder in Willcox for "min
ing purposes," rode out to a point five miles west of town. 
There they stopped a Southern Pacific passenger train and 
forced their way into the express car. A small safe was 
easily blown open, but they encountered difficulty with the

77.
175

William Whelan, personal interview, Willcox, 
Arizona, November 25, 1955. Whelan stated that the killer 
was known as Johnny Boyd and that both Boyd and Earp work
ed for Colonel H. C. Hooker. Arlzona Range News. July 11. 
1900* The newspaper carried the name as ,fJobn fioyett" and 
stated that ill feeling had existed between the two men for 
several years. Morgan, op. cit., stated that "Bogett," as 
he called him, later went insane, presumably because of 
the killing.176

Arizona Range News, July 11, 1900. 
Sulphur Valley News. December 17, 1895.



/* ■ ' . ; ■ .large Wells-Fargo safe. After several misuccessful attempts,
they finally placed a very heavy charge on top of the strong
box and weighted it down with sacks containing, according to

178most accounts, eight thousand Mexican silver dollars.
The safe was not only blown open, but the’ express 

car was wrecked as well. The silver pieces, going through 
the roof, were scattered over the desert in all directions, 
some of them not being found until thirty years later.
Others were imbedded in telegraph poles and the timbers of 
the car.179

78

When word of the holdup reached Willcox, a posse
went out to search for the robbers, with no success. Wheeler

■ _  . . ;and George had escaped with a comparatively small amount,
however, when it was compared with the amount of property 
damage involved."*-®® '

W. M. Breakenridge, a peace officer for the Southern
Pacific, eventually trailed Wheeler to Mancos Canon in Col-

l8lor ado, where the desperado shot himself to avoid capture.

Lorenzo D. Walters, Tombstone*a Yesterday (Tuc
son, Arizona: Acme Printing Company, 1^28)’, p. 2(i0.

179James H • McClintock, Arizona - The Youngest 
State (Chicago: The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, 1916), 111, 472-76.180

Ibid., p. I4.76, placed the amount at §1, $00. The 
Sulphur Valley Wows. February *>, 1895* estimated #200 to $$00. 

151
McClintock, op. cit.. p. 200.
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George was killed • later while attempting another train rob-

182bery In California. ' 5 —  > -' ' -
On September 10, 1899, another passenger train was 

held xtp by masked men near the Cochise station, about twelve 
miles southwest of Wlllcox. Several bandits uncoupled the
express and baggage cars and took them some distance away, 
where they dynamited and robbed the safe. Since it was the 
day before pay day at the Pearce mine, the robbers were ex
pecting to find $72,000 or more in the safe. They did find 
an estimated $2,000 or $3,000, but the payroll had been taken 
off at Wlllcox and was being hauled across country in a wag-

When news of the Cochise robbery reached Wlllcox,
Bill Downing organized a posse for the pursuit of the robbers. 
After following the trail a short distance. Downing told the 
men with him that nothing more could be done until morning, 
when he would organize a larger posse. 102

102
Walters, op. clt., p. 200.

183John P. Cull, *!(.9 Years in Cochise County," 
Arizona Cattlelog. I, No. 2 (January, 19l|.6), 29. See also 
Arizona Range ifewa, December Ik, 1900.

Walters. op. clt.. p. 191. '
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Sheriff Scott White and his men set out for the 

scene of the crime as soon as the hews reached Tombstone.
They found the trail of the bandits one one-fburth of a mile 
from Willcbx and followed it to the neighborhood of Port 
Grant, where it was lost.1®'*

Mainly through the efforts of Wells-Fargo' agents, 
evidence was produced leading to the arrest of the entire 
gang, which included Downing, Alvord, and Burts. Many people 
were reluctant to believe that Alvord had been involved, be
cause of his record as a peace officer. However, one of the 
men, Billy Stiles, made a full confession which substantiat
ed the evidence against him as well as the others.

During the Downing trial, the details of the plot 
were revealed. Stiles and Burts had actually carried out 
the robbery, but Alvord had supplied the powder and Downing 
the horses. The loot was carried to Downing* s place the fol
lowing day and hidden in a haystack until it was divided 
among them.1®^ On the basis of the evidence presented. Down
ing was convicted and sentenced to a seven-year term in 
April, 1901.

Matt Burts pleaded guilty to the charge of assault 
with intent to commit robbery and was sentenced to five 
years. This term was not finished, however, as he was

Arizona Daily Star, September 19, 1899.186
Arizona Range Hews. December Ilf, 1900.



187pardoned by Governor Murphy In April, 1901.
Alvord, Stiles, and some of the other members of 

the gang escaped from the Tombstone jail in April, 1900, 
while awaiting trial. They were all recaptured, although it 
took nearly three years, to find Alvord. When he pleaded 
guilty to one of several indictments against him, he was 
sentenced to two years at Yuma and the other charges were 
dismissed.1®®

After his release from the territorial prison in 
1908, Bill Downing returned to Will cox and opened a notor
ious establishment called the Free and Easy Saloon, located 
on the corner of Curtis Avenue and Grant Street at the site 
of the present telephone office. He not only violated the 
law by keeping women in the place but deliberately made him
self obnoxious to the. townspeople in various ways. One of 
his amusements was going to the proprietors of various 
business places and ordering them to close up. They usual-

189ly complied with his requests to avoid trouble.
Downing was arrested and fined on two consecutive 

days in July, and in both cases, Arizona Ranger Billy Speed

-537
Ibid.. December 21, 1900; April 26, 1901.

188
Ibid., December 11, 1903.109
William Whelan, personal interview. Will cox, 

Arizona, November 2£, 1955.
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had assisted the constable. As a result of this action. 
Downing had made open threats against the ranger’s life.

On the night of August 4, Downing abused a woman 
who was an inmate of his resort. She had a warrant sworn 
out for his arrest, which Speed went to carry out the fol
lowing morning. When encountered on the street and ordered 
to hold his hands over his head. Downing reached for his 
hip pocket. Speed, taking no chances, shot him. Thus end
ed the career of Bill Downing.^0 From this time on, the 
lawless element dwindled away, the members of it either re
forming or departing for a more favorable environment and 
leaving the citizens of Willcox to their peaceful pursuits.

The story of Willcox in its formative years would 
not be complete without mention of two organizations that 
worked diligently to improve the town and promote its con
tinued development. The first of these, the Willcox Board 
of Trade, was organized in 1908 after a visit from C. W. 
Hibbard of the Sunset Magazine, who was very enthusiastic 
about the undeveloped resources of the Sulphur Springs Val
ley. Dr. J. C. Wilson was elected president; J. W. Angle, 
vice-president; R. W. Keyes, secretary; and A. A. Nicholson, 
treasurer. Twelve or fifteen members signed the roll

190Arizona Range News, August 7» 1908. Walters, 
op. cit.. p. 196, states that Downing was unarmed, having 
gone out for an early morning drink without taking time to 
buckle on his gun.
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at. the first meeting. ,

A year and a half after Its founding, the Board of
Trade had sixty-five members and was doing its best to pub-

192lleize the merits of the Wlllcox area. The dues of the 
organization were used largely to print leaflets, which 
people were encouraged to enclose.in.letters to friends in 
the East. The Board also persuaded the Southern Pacific 
to include publicity, for Willcox in a book t’hey were pub
lishing. An excursion rate to, the town was also establish
ed, although previously not even a stop-over had been per-

193 imitted. Advertisements placed in weekly papers in the
midwest and in daily papers on the Pacific coast brought 
many inquiries. On one day in November, 1913, the secret
ary received and answered forty-one of them, and during 
that year, the average was a hundred and fifty or more per 
month,

; The Board of Trade was also vitally interested in 
such matters as improving sanitation and developing new 
water supplies. In 1911, the board undertook to drill an 
artesian well, which would be valuable from the standpoint 
of publicity as well as for the water produced. It was

191
Ibid., October 23, 1908.192

' Ibid., April 8, 1910.
193

Ibid., March 3, 1911.194
Ibid,. November 28, 1913; October 9, 1914.



%
first proposed to drill near the railroad tracks, but event
ually the committee decided that the fair grounds on the 
northwest side of town would be a more favorable location. 
The sum of three thousand dollars was subscribed by various 
citizens, and a Darning, Hew Mexico, concern began drilling. 
Many people had high hopes for the success of the venture 
as the local paper made regular reports upon its progress. 
After drilling nine hundred feet, a weak artesian'flow was

i 1  Q t fbrought to the surface. ^ Thus ended the great artesian
\ .well project. However, one could not say it was a complete 

failure, as it encouraged more successful attempts later 
and provided a great deal of publicity for Willcox.

The organization of the Willcox Woman* s Club in 1911 
might be regarded as symbolical of the beginning of a new 
order. The Arizona Rangers, having completed their work, 
had been dissolved for two years, the constitutional con
vention was meeting, and a woman*s suffrage campaign was 
being carried on. The ladles of Willcox decided that it was 
time for them to do something to improve the town'from a 
cultural standpoint. '

The call for the initial meeting was unsigned, as 
considerable sentiment was known to exist against such an 
organization, and no one wanted to take an open stand for it

195Statement by Frank Tillotson, personal interview, 
Willcox, Arizona, November 11, 1955*



until there was evidence of considerable support. This meet- 
Ing, held on September 30, 19H, was well attended, but the 
second meeting, held a week later, had less than ten present.
Although only five were brave enough to sign the charter

' 196roll, the constitution and by-laws were adopted. The ob
ject of the organization was stated to be "social^ Intellect-

197ual, civic and philanthropic work."
At the fourth meeting, held on November 11, the final 

steps In organization were completed with the election of of
ficers and the selection of a program committee. Among the 
first officers were Mrs. 0. 0. Anderson, president; Mrs.
H. A. Morgan and Mrs. J. W. Moore, first and second vice- 
presidents; and Miss Irma Keller, recording secretary. The 
charter roll was closed with a membership of nineteen, which 
Increased to fifty-five by the end of the year.

All the activities of the Woman * s Club were watched 
with great interest and not without alarm in some' quarters.
It was rumored, among other things, that the women were organ
ized for the purpose of running the town, "to the neglect of 
their homes, their husbands, and their children. As time

257
Ibid., October 13, 1911.198
Ibid., October 21, 1938.
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went on, however, it became evident that members of the fair 
sex were interested in a gradual Improvement of the town 
through education rather than by revolution, and the senti
ment against the organization diminished. Among the early 
activities they sponsored were parent-teacher meetings, a
series of lectures by members of the University of Arizona
", : . - ' . . - • ■: : 199 'faculty, and an art exhibit.

The formative years of Willcox were coming to a 
close. It was no longer merely a settlement that had sprung 
up along the Southern Pacific and developed into a cattle 
shipping center. The days of survival of the fittest and 
every man for himself were over. Community spirit and a 
desire for a better organized society were rapidly develop
ing, and as early as 1910, there was agitation for the in
corporation of the town.

— Arizona Range News. October 21, 1938.



• CHAPTER III

THE DAYS OF THE OPEH RAHOB

The cattle industry in Arizona, as first established 
by the Spanish early in the eighteenth century, was term
inated by raids of the Apaches about fifty years later.
The only vestiges of its existence that remained when the 
Americans came into the area were the ruins of the hac
iendas and scattered remnants of the herds.''..I:' ' -• . ; < . - - - - -

The discovery of gold in California in I84.8 brought 
about a great influx of population and with it an ever in
creasing demand for beef. While most of the cattle that 
reached the west coast the first decade after the annexa
tion probably came from Mexico, many were driven from the 
Middle West and Texas. These great herds usually followed 
a trail that entered Arizona by way of Stein's Pass to Port 
Bowie, nine miles south of the present town of Bowie, and
... . ' • - - ■ - _ - 1

on into the Sulphur Springs Valley by way of Apache Pass.
This route was undoubtedly taken because there were several

. ■ ■ •. , „ • , . '
springs on the way that could be used to water the cattle.
The size of these herds increased, and in 1869 William

I
Richard H • Williams, "The History of Livestock 

in Arizona," Arizona. VI (September, 1916), 6.
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Ostiom reported seeing over fifteen thousand head of Texas
2cattle between Apache Pass and Phoenix. With herds of this 

size, one can readily see that the route was often deter
mined by the water supply. The lush green grass of the . 
southeastern corner of Arizona undoubtedly appealed to the 
trail drivers who traveled through it, but the menace of 
the Apaches kept them from settling there.

One of the first ranches in the area was the Sierra 
Bonita, established in the upper Sulphur Springs Valley in 
1873. Colonel Henry Clay Hooker, a native of Hew Hampshire, 
went to California in 1853* where he first engaged in min
ing and later became interested in merchandising at Placer- 
ville.^ In 1867, he and his associates made the first del
iveries of cattle into Arizona. For several years they 
supplied the entire military organization in the territory 
as well as the Indian Service with beef. /Hooker*s men 
drove in as many as 1*?, $00 head yearly from Oregon, Idaho, 
California, and Texas. Herds of several thousand were held 
hear the various posts so that small numbers could be had

"— r —Letter from William Osborn to Dr. J. T. Alsays,
The Weekly Arizona Miner, December 11, 1869«

3Arizona Range Hews, December 13, 1907.
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decision to locate in the Sulphur Springs Valley as 
follows: .

One night in 1872, Mr. 'Hooker encamped at a water
ing place called Oak Grove in the Galiuro Mountains 
with a herd, of cattle that was left over after he had 
filled his government contracts. During the night 
the herd stampeded. The vaguer os followed the trail 
of the cattle and found them at a spring and cienega 
in the Sulphur Spring Valley. This location appeal - 
ed to Colonel H ooker so strongly that he homestead
ed it, built the fine Sierra Bonita hacienda with 
cowboy labor, and later brought his family to live there.5

Hooker’s ranch, located twenty miles north of Will- 
cox and ten miles south of Fort Grant, was in the midst of 
the finest range country in Arizona. The whole region was 
government land, so the territory over which his'cattle 
grazed was almost without limit; however, he actually con
trolled a range thirty miles long by about twenty-seven 
miles wide.6

horn cattle from Texas and Mexico. They were well adapted 
to the range , and climate, but Hooker was not satisfied with * 19

Bert ZEaskett, "Early History of the Cattle Industry 
in Arizona," Arizona Historical Review. IV (October, 1935)#
19.

The Sierra Bonita was originally stocked with long-, > .. v v.. is . ' • . - - •• - . . '

York:
Ibid



the • quality or quantity of beef they produced. Within a 
year, he had purchased eighteen American bulls, ten of them 
Durhams. ? These bulls were bred to the long-horn cows with 
the object of developing a half-breed animal that would 
produce more beef than the Spanish variety but would be 
better adapted to the climate and the range than pure-bred 
American cattle. After experimenting with various breeds. 
Hooker came to the conclusion that a Hereford cross was 
best.

' The size of Hooker's operations is Indicated by the 
fact t;hat he spent thirty thousand dollars at one time for 
two hundred bull calves imported from Illinois. Other pur
chases of sixty-five to seventy-five bulls at a time are 
recorded. He speeded up the process by shipping in some 
blooded cows until eventually ninety percent of his cattleq
were "white faces." While Hooker was improving his own 
herds, he also helped other ranchers to do the same by fur
nishing them with bulls. Thus the stock throughout south
ern Arizona was gradually improved.* 10
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The Arizona Sentinel, Hovember 8, 1873.
■ , ■ ® - ■J. J. Wagoner, "The History of the Cattle Industry

in Southern Arizona, l$k0-19l|.0" (Unpublished Master's Thesis, 
Department of History, University of Arizona, 1949), p. 96.

Lockwood, ong. cit.," p. 233.10
Ibid., p. 232.
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By 1895, Colonel Hooker owned a half-dozen outlying

ranches and his herd had Increased to approximately twenty 
11thousand head. He had irrigated land at several of these 

locations and was producing hay and grain for supplementary 
feeding. •; i** >- -

Many small ranches were operating in the Graham 
foothills by this time, and their strays were continually 
drifting onto the Hooker range. Hot wi shing to share his 
grass and water with other ranchers. Hooker built twenty 
miles of fence on each side of the Sierra Bonita and instal
led three special corral arrangements called "boomerangs. ** 
The cattle were funneled into them by fences running into a 
MY" so that one man stationed there on a platform could 
separate the strays from thosecbearlng the crooked "H" 
brand. The unwanted cattle were then returned to their 
owners. The other ranchers; did not approve of this system.
Some even went so far as to burn the "boomerangs" several

12times, but Hooker immediately rebuilt them;
- Having become convinced that it would be more pro

fitable to fatten a comparatively small herd of pure-bred

n
William Whelan, quoted by Connie Cook in "Billy 

Whelan, 83 Years Young," Arizona Cattlelog, XI (March,
1926), 18

12.. .... :: : : ' • ; : ■ ■ - - :■William Whelan, personal interview, Willcox, 
Arizona, March 31, 1956.



92
cattle than to continue with great numbers on the open 
range. Hooker rounded up and sold all the cattle on the out
lying ranches in 1897. From that time on, he centered his

13efforts on the home ranch. : b
; : Not only excellent cattle but many fine' horses were

produced on the Sierra Bonita, both for use there and for 
sale. The government purchased great numbers of them, as 
did other ranchers, and as many as a hundred would be broken 
at one time. ̂  Hooker always had several teams of fast driv
ing horses for his carriage and was known to try them out 
quite often. ; i /

The Sierra Bonita has remained in the family through 
three generations and, is now being operated by Mrs. Harry 
Hooker. Although a large part of the range has dwindled 
away through the years, it still comprises seventy-five sec
tions, about fifty-five of which are deeded land and the

1E>balance state leased land. „ , .
• Another pioneer rancher in the Sulphur Springs Val-

ley was Brannick Riggs, who was a native of Alabama and a

Lockwood, op. cit., p. 1^0. 
lit- ■William Whelan, personal interview. Will cox, Ariz

ona, Hovember 2£, 195#.
1 $... .. ;......
Mrs. Harry Hooker, "Five Generations of Hookers on 

the Sierra Bonita Ranch," Arizona Cattlelog. V (December, 
1949), 3 4 - ------------ ---



Confederate soldier during the Civil War. He spent a short 
time in Texas after the war, after which he loaded his family 
and possessions into covered wagons and started westward.
The trip was a slow one because he was driving his dairy herd, 
and stops had to be made now and then to let the cows recup
erate. Army camps always provided a good market for milk, so 
Riggs usually camped near them.

The Riggs family spent some time in Colorado, but 
the eventual goal was the Pacific coast. They first arrived 
in Arizona in 1877 and settled at Port Apache, moving to a 
location on the Gila River near Port Thomas a year later.
From there they went to the San Simon Valley and camped at 
"Nine Mile Water Hole," living in tents and a covered wagon. 
Their herd did very well there until the dry season came and 
the water failed. Riggs packed up and moved through Apache 
Pass with the intention of going on to California. Mrs.
Riggs, however, liked the place at which they had camped on 
the west side of the Chiricahuas and refused to go any farth-
Y  • • Y  ' ' r : . . Y Y Y ’ Y ' ■ - Y  ' ' i Q  '
er. In this way, the Riggs Home Ranch was located.

B. K. Riggs, personal interview, Dos Cabezas, Ariz
ona, November 12, 1955*

■ 17 Y , y Y-Arizona Range News, September 13, 1929.
18 ■ • ' " • - ' :" ■

B. K. Riggs, personal interview, Dos Cabezas, Ariz
ona, November 12, 1955.



Fort Bowie, ten miles north, provided the Riggs fam
ily with a market for dairy products and vegetables. They 
had no beef cattle when they arrived, but William, one of 
the sons, went to work for Colonel Hooker and learned the 
cattle business. The Riggs herd, which was started with cat
tle purchased from Hooker, was soon built up to be a paying 
business. A slaughter house was built at the home ranch, 
and beef killed there was hauled to the fort in a wagon.

Although the Indians raided all around, they never 
bothered the Riggs ranch. This was due to the fact that the
family, knowing many of the Indians personally, often fed

' : ; " r . • • - '• * * ' • - • " ■ % -' ' ^ ► ' ••»-.. . ' .1 L. ‘ ,

them at the ranch and helped them in other ways.
The members of the Riggs family were very industrious 

and cooperated unusually well. Their herd was improved by 
purchasing as well as producing thoroughbred bulls. Furth
ermore, they did not buy cattle, run them a short time and 
then resell them as many cattlemen did, but kept their own 
increase. Whenever a member of the family became of age, 
he was given a ranch and a start in the cattle business.
As a result of this policy, Riggs ranches are today strung * 20

1$ " -William Whelan, personal interview, Willcox, Ariz
ona, March 31, 195&.20

B. K. Riggs, personal interview, Dos Cabezas, 
Arizona, Hovember 12, 1955.



. ■ . ■ !alongthe Chlricahuas from Dos Cabezas almost to Rodeo, Hew
Mexico. This area, known as the "Riggs Settlement,M Includ
ed In 1929 about 100,000 acres of patented land in addition
to 50,000 acres of leased land and 25,000 acres under Forest 

21Reserve Permit. - The Riggs Home Ranch is now operated by
r. :B. K. Riggs, the only surviving son of Brannick Riggs, Sr.

Also among the important men in the cattle industry 
was John A. Rockfellow, who came to Arizona in 1878 and 
shortly joined Walter Servoss and Pete Kitchen in the cattle 
business, with a ranch at Cochise Stronghold. Later, Rock- 
fellow developed a water hole in the Sulphur Springs Valley; 
and established the .Esperanza Ranch. He hired a man to op
erate the ranch while he engaged in other activities, such 
as teaching, surveying, and serving as cattle inspector at 
Will cox. The Esperanza or N Y Ranch, as It was later called, 
was sold"to Judge S. W. McCall in 1907• It is now owned by 
Duncan Brothers of Willcox. Rockfellow kept the Stronghold
Ranch until 1931)., when most of it was sold. A small portion

22still remains with the family. ■
One of the largest ranches east of Willcox was the 

Monk Ranch, which was located in Railroad Pass by Edward and 22

Arizona Range News. September 13, 1929.22
"John A. Rockfellow," Arizona Cattlelog (October,

. 1953)> back cover.
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William Munk in 1882. Their brother. Dr. Joseph A. Monk, be
came a partner two years later. While there were no defin
ite boundaries of the ranch at first, it was later limited 
to a seven-mile square. Their first cattle were long-horns
bought from John H. Slaughter’s San Bernardino Ranch near

23 • ' ‘ • - - .the Mexican border. Steers were shipped to northern pas
tures or feed lots in the c o m  producing states, where they 
were fattened for the Eastern markets. Cows and heifers were 
retained for breeding purposes, and the herd was gradually 
improved until it was composed entirely of Herefords.

Two of the Munk brothers were active in other fields 
of endeavor besides ranching. Dr. Joseph A. Munk, in addi
tion to being a successful physician, wrote several books. 
Arizona Sketches and Southwest Sketches give especially val- 
uable information about Arizona in the (60's and *90,s. Ed
ward was probate judge of Cochise County from 1886 until 
1890 and also served as county superintendent of schools.

Judge Munk managed the ranch until his death in 192q.. 
After the death of Dr. J. A. Munk in 1927* it passed on to

25Grace and Edward Munk, a niece and a nephew. It has since

96

23 ; " : • : ' . : ' ■' ' \Lockwood, op. clt.. p. 237*
21*. . ---------
Arizona Range News, September 20, 1929.
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become the property of the Cook Cattle Company. The excel
lent library of Dr. Munk was divided among the Hunk Library 
in Los Angeles, the University of Arizona, and the Wlllcox

* i 1 —  ̂X  ‘ i ■* . • >  ̂ '

Library.
Forth of town was the J H Ranch, operated by Captain 

W. H. HcKittrick in the 1890*3 and early 1900*a. In part
nership with General Shafter of Spanish-American War fame, 
his father-in-law, he bought out a number of smaller ranch- 
es and consolidated them. At the peak of operations, the
J H was running as high as twenty-eight thousand range cat- 

27tie. Their range extended all the way from Willcox to 
the ranch proper, fourteen miles to the northwest. This
land was not patented, however, and was eventually all home-

20steaded by farmers.
Another of the larger operations that should be men

tioned is the Chiricahua Cattle Company. It was organized 
by White, Vickers, and Pursley and later purchased by Henry 
3. Boice. At one time, their range was seventy-five miles 
long by thirty-five miles wide and supported one of the

- . .. •., 20 "
Arizona Star, April 26, 193$.

-- 27''1
"Wm. H.. HcKittrick,n Arizona Cattlelog, V (Jan

uary, 19$0), back cover.
28
Mrs. J. p. Cummings, personal interview, Willcox, 

Arizona, Harch 31, 19$6.
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largest herds In the territory. Here again, as in the case 
of the J ET Ranch, the land was encroached upon by farmers 
until there was none left, and the remainder of the herd was

• -*• " • * • • C m t J  '■<* 'moved to the Sonolta Valley.
In the early days, there were also many smaller ran

ches', but most of them were consolidated with larger holdings 
as time went on. The northern portion of the Sulphur Springs 
Valley came to be almost coiqiletely in the control of five 
large outfits: the Ranch, the Sierra Bonita, the Eureka,
the 0 Bar 0, and' the J<Hi

The completion of the Southern Pacific Railroad 
through the Sulphur Springs Valley in i860 was a great in
centive to the growth of the cattle industry in this area.
Hot only were the grazing lands made more readily accessible 
to prospective cattlemen, but transportation to outside mar
kets was provided. v

Beef was in great demand for- home -: consumption at this 
time. Railroad construction companies, government posts, 
and mining camps furnished the principal markets within the 
territory; and virtually all of the cattle were either sold

W B. K. Riggs, personal interview, Dos Cabezas, 
Arizona, March 26, 195>6.
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30locally or shipped to, California until 1885. The average 
price per head advanced from ten to thirty dollars between
1881 and 1883.31

.Hie speed with which the available range was utiliz
ed under these favorable conditions is indicated by the fol
lowing account: .

v Men who had accumulated fortunes in the territory, 
their friends in the states, adventurous spirits 
throughout the United States; and foreign countries 
who were always ready to take great chances for prom
ised large fortunes— came here, and in the years 1883 
and l881j., every running stream and permanent spring 
were settled upon, ranch houses built, and adjacent 
ranges stocked with cattle brought in by foot and rail 
from the states of Sonora, Durango, and Chihuahua in 
Mexico— from the territories and states of the Union 
as: far east as Maryland. 32

In 1885, the inevitable happened. As a result of 
overstocking the rangej a severe summer drought caused heavy 
mortality among cattle. At the same time, the home market: 
failed, and ranchers had to find another without delay. 
Therefore, the first shipment of five hundred head of three 
and four year old steers to an eastern market was made in

99.

30J. Wayne Stark, "Marketing Arizona Beef Cattle" 
(Unpublished Master*s Thesis, University of Arizona, 1933)*p. 2.

' Wagoner, op. cit., p. 81)..
■ . 32 -

Report of the Governor of Arizona to the Secretary 
of the Interior, TB96 (Washington: Government""Printing Office,
159517 p. 22. — ^
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33Hoveraber of that year, netting the; owner $27.1*0 per head.
; Ranchers began a new policy the following year— that 

of selling Immature steers to cattle feeders In other parts 
of the country rather than trying to fatten them on the op
en range.

100

Rainfall was heavy during the winter of 1888-89*
causing cattlemen to become more optimistic. Continuing
through 1890, many of the dry washes were running steadily
for about three months in the spring, and there was an abund-

3kance of water everywhere. ; ..
Cattle production in Arizona and the Willcox area

reached its peak in 1891 • It is estimated that one and a
35>half million cattle were on the ranges that year. When 

the rainy season passed with less than half the usual amount 
of precipitation, the ranchers began to realize that they had 
again overstocked their ranges. By. June, 1892, the grass 
was nearly all gone, the waterholes had failed, and cattle 
were dying in great numbers. The only solution was to re- 
move the stock to better pastures.■ Special railroad rates

33Ibid." .
Statement by B. K. Riggs, personal interview, Dos 

Cabezas, Arizona, March 26, 1956.
35Haskett, op. clt.. p. ^2.
36
Report of the Governor of Arizona. 1896, p. 22.



101
were offered for the starving cattle* and during September 
and October, thousands were shipped to California, Texas, Ind 
lan Territory, Oregon, - and Montana. Some were sold as feed
ers, but others were placed upon rented pastures in these
areas, in spite of these drastic measures, from fifty- to

* 17seventy-five percent of the cattle were lost.
No rain fell in 1893 until the middle of July, but 

that was soon enough to save the remainder of the cattle. 
Rains during the next two years were below average, but due 
to the fact that there were now fewer cattle, the range im
proved considerably. ; .

The situation in 189$ was evaluated as follows in 
the Report of the Governor:of Arizona for 1896: :

In the year 189$ better times for the stockmen 
seemed in the very air, and with renewed energy our 
people grappleid the situation, and the result mani
fests an increase of cattle on our ranges netting a 
fair profit, and well founded hope for the future.39 ■

Statistics oh cattle shipments for that year are not avail
able, but in 1896 it was reported that 209,836 head of cat
tle were shipped out of the territory and 2!*., 097 killed for

37 ~~ ; ...........,Haskett, op. clt.. p. 1|2*3 8 ,r . ' - •:---
Report of the Governor of Arizona, 1896, p. 23.

39l Ibid.. p. 101.
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home consumption. ̂
That Willcox was becoming one of the inportant ship

ping points is indicated by the fact that in the period be
ginning January and ending June 16, approximately twenty-five 
thousand cattle passed through the stock pens there.^ The 
Sulphur Valley News had this comment in the issue of June 2, 
1896:

Not less than $,000 head of cattle will be shipped 
from Willcox this week. When one stops to think that 
$,000 cattle means about §6$,000 in the pockets of 
the stockmen in this vicinity, people cease to wonder 
that this is a busy town.^2

Willcox led Tucson, its chief rival, in the number of cattle 
shipped that year, by 661 head.^

The friendly rivalry that had developed between Will
cox and Tucson continued in 1897. By May 2 of that year,
Willcox had shipped 26,828 head out of the territory to Tuc- 

M lson’s 22,i|.69. At the end of the year, Willcox was still 
ahead with 37#292 against 36,79$ for Tucson. Other Important 
shipping points that year were Bisbee with 26,997, Geronimo

40
Southwestern Stockman as cited by Arizona Range 

News. July 27, 1097.
4 Sulphur Valley News, June 16, 1896.
42

Ibid., June 2, 1896.43Southwestern Stockman as cited by Arizona Range 
January 26, 1097.44 nThe Oasis, June 1, 1897.



and : Holbrook with almost 20,000 each, and Phoenix with 
11,591.^ : ' ■ ■ -V

When shipping was at Its height in the spring and 
again in the fall, herds of as many as two thousand cattle
at a time were driven into Willcox, and the town would be
full of them as the cattlemen awaited the necessary trains

’> •; ; il,S ' ' v - '• •' 1 --to ship them out.^ The following item appeared in the loc
al newspaper on March 18, 1897:

Yesterday ntorning there were about seven train loads 
of cattle in the vicinity of town awaiting shipment. 
They are going out at the rate of two trains a day, but 
the jam is likely to continue ,for. a week or two.4-7

The year 1898 was a poor one for the cattle industry,
and shipments from Willcox to points outside the territory
dropped 'to 27,94-5-ra decrease of 9.3l|.7 from the year before. 
Tucson was still in second place with 17,215.^

. , A glowing account of the cattle business in the Will
cox area, for the year 1899 is given in the Governor * s Re-
E2rt: ; , V., : v

■ Good rains haive fallen and prices have been excel
lent, and as a consequence stockmen feel like princes.

Arizona Range Hews.- February 2. 1898.
46 - ■ . ■ . vV../ : - ^

He* Statement by B. K. Riggs, personal interview, Dos 
Cabezas, Arizona, March 26, 195b.47 r . . *’« •  ̂ ■ ... . , ... . v .. ...

. ̂ i z o n a  R^ige Hews, March 18, 1897. :48
Ibid., January 2$, 1899.



Wlllcox still holds its place at the head of the list 
of cattle shipping towns, having shipped 31,791}- head 
to September 1; and still stockmen aver the mraber 
can scarcely be missed off the ranges, so abundant 
are the stocks in the Sulphur Spring Valley and on 
adjacent ranges. A great impetus has been given by 
the excellent prices which have prevailed during the

John P. Cull reported that lj.9,985 head were shipped 
from Wlllcox that year at prices averaging $10 a head for 
yearling steers, $12 for two-year steers, and $11}. for those 
three years old or more.'3

A severe drought hit southeastern Arizona in 1900.
It did not affect the grass very much at first, but a crit
ical water shortage developed. Those ranchers who had not 
prepared for such an emergency suffered as a result. It was 
estimated by one writer that $300,000 worth of cattle were 
lost in this area. According to the local editor, how
ever, this figure was a greatly exaggerated one:

We have recently interviewed a number of stockmen 
and find that they in reality were more scared than 
hurt...,Comparing the average losses incident to every 
-season with the losses-during the present one we find 
this year*s losses will exceed but^very little the 
average loss of- any previous year.

W Report of the Governor of Arizona to the Secretary 
of the Interior, Y&99 (Washington: Government™"Printing 
oFfTce, lti99), p.”a|5.

50John P. Cull, nk.9 Years in Cochise County,11 Ariz
ona Cattlelog, I (January, I9I4.6), 29*

Phoenix Gazette, cited by Arizona Range News,
July 18, x m ,

52
Arizona Range News, July 18, 1900.



When the tanks and water holes dried Tq>» an estimat
ed two thousand range cattle remained Inside the town lim
its and watered at the drain from the Ice plant. "After 
they get a drink they rest under the shade trees along the 
streets, and one sociable cow was seen enjoying the shade 
under Judge Monk* s office porch." —

Just when the water shortage became so severe that 
a continuation of It would have meant complete ruin for the 
ranchers, the long awaited rains came. It rained dally for 
over a week In the Sulphur Springs Valley and surrounding 
mountain ranges. As the waterholes filled and the grass be
came green, ranchers became more optimistic than they had 
been for a long time.^

By August, however, the range was very dry again. 
Some of the ranchers went to Colorado, Kansas, and Texas to 
secure pastures for'their cattle. Branniek Riggs, for ex
ample, shipped two tralnloads^ totalling about 3,500 head, 
to the Pecos country In Texas. Although they were nearly

55starved, most of them survived the trip. Rains that came

105
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Ibid., July 25, 1900.

55“ “ “Statement by B. K. Riggs, personal Interview, 
Dos Cabezas, Arizona, March 26, 1956.



in the early part of September saved many ranchers the nec
essity of shipping their cattle out, as Riggs and others had 
done. . .

During the year ending June JO, 1900, Willcox was
again the leading shipping point with 27,88? head; Benson
was now second with 18,066; and Tucson third with 15,723.^

Rainfall was sufficient for the next three years,
but again in 190l|., drought forced cattlemen to ship their
herds to greener pastures in Oklahoma and Texas.

. The year 190*> is the wettest one on record for the
Willcox area. The.official observer of the United States
Weather Bureau reported a total of 23.J2 inches. This was
more than double the average rainfall of 11.21 inches report-

57ed for the thirty-eight years between 1892 and 1930# One
storm that arrived on March 17 deposited a total of 2.06 in-

J8ches, causing considerable damage in the town by flooding.
In the nearby, mountains, there was water running in every

' 29canyon nearly all year long. Rainfall was average or 

—  ' " ' 26
Arizona Range News, February 12, 1901.

' 27 *Official reports of the United States Weather Bur
eau Observer, D. F. Mellenbruch, Willcox, Arizona.

28
Arizona Range News, March 2lj., 1902- 

59” ----- ' ' ' • " " ,Statement by Mrs. Anna Lawhon, personal interview, 
Bowie, Arizona, April lit, 1926.
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better during the next four years, and the cattle business
prospered as It never had before.

One of the most obvious needs in the early days was
a dependable year-round water supply. To encourage this,
the territorial legislature had in 1875 offered a reward for

60the first artesian well. This was won by W. J. Sanderson 
of the Sulphur Springs Valley for his well that began produc
ing on May 12, 1883# It was thirty-eight feet deep, six
inches in diameter, and had a flow of lj.0,000 to 50,000 gal-

61Ions in twenty-four hours.
As early as 1888, the Chiricahua Cattle Company had a

well equipped with a steam pump which produced 15,000 gallons
an hour. They also installed windmills on other parts of 

62their range. Other outfits followed their example when 
they found that water was relatively close to the surface 
in most of the Sulphur Springs Valley.

Although the success of cattlemen in the days of the 
open range depended to a great extent upon the amount of rain
fall and the water supply, other factors must be considered. 
Indian depredations were a hindrance until 1886, when (Jeronimo

--------a -----
James H . McClintock, Arizona, the Y oungest State 

(Chicago: The S. J. Clarke Publishing do.71:916), II, 5 ^
61

Sulphur Valley Hews, July 10, l89h*
62

Tombstone Dally Prospector, December 28, 1888.

107



' ' ■ % : : ■ '-.L . ' ' . ' ' - . : ; ; ■ ' ' ' 'and his band were captured, although it had been thought that
the death of Cochise and the subjugation of the Apaches in 
iSyij. would bring about permanent peace. Raiding bands of 
Indians would kill a beef, eat what they wanted, and then
' .. ■ r.;-,-. -- v  - r  . ......: - ....... .....  ' ' 1leave the remainder to spoil. These losses, as well as 
the effect that fear had upon investments, kept the industry 
from developing rapidly during this period.

Rustlers were also a problem for many years. Cochise 
County, in which Willcox is located, was an excellent locale 
for their operations because of its proximity to Mexico and 
its multitude of good hiding places for stolen stock in the 
numerous canyons and arroyos. Many of them came to Arizona 
after being forced to leave states farther east as law enforc
ement became more efficient. At first they preyed only upon 
ranches across the border in Sonora, selling the stolen live- 
stock to new arrivals in southeastern Arizona. These indlvi-

. • . . ^ ' • •) vy- ■ ' * ;;; - . . • • '  ̂• , " . • ■' -
duals were so pleased at being able to purchase the stock at 
low prices that they asked no embarrassing questions.

The Mexican officials were aroused to action after 
one of their pack trains was ambushed in Skeleton Canyon in 
July, l88l, and captured some of the rustlers. Soon some of

53 'Wagoner, op. cit.. p. 100.
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109
*th.8r cattlemen in Go chi a e County who had been doing business 
with the outlaws found that their own cattle were disappear
ing, and appealed to the law to stop these losses. Through
the efforts of John Slaughter, the sheriff, many of the rust-

. 6klers either left the country or were killed.
Rustling became an acute problem again in 1900,

when the outlaws were operating; on such a large scale that
6cilocal law officers were unable to cope with them. The 

wealthier ranchers were able to hire enough men to keep them 
away from their herds, but many of the small cattlemen were , 
being forced out of business.

It became evident that drastic measures were necess
ary to save the Arizona cattle industry, and by an act of
the legislature approved March 21, 1901, the Arizona Rangers

- 66organization was made possible. It was to operate under 
strict military discipline.and was to consist of a captain, 
a sergeant, and. ten privates. These men were chosen for 
their ability as frontiersmen, familiarity with the type of 
men they would have to apprehend, and knowledge of . the topo
graphy of Arizona. They were not concerned with an all .

bkWilliam MacLeod Raine and Will C. Barnes, Cattle : 
(New York: Doubleday, Dorein and Company, Inc.) , 1930, :
pp. 202-20$.

65
Harry L. ; Heffner, "Address to Arizona Cattle 

Growers Convention," Tucson, Arizona, January 2$, 195k» P* 3.66
Report of the Governor of Arizona to the Secretary 

of the Interior, T9b£ (Washington: Government Printing Qf- 
fice, 1902), p. 88.



crimes but only the more important offenses, such as cattle
67rustling, train robberies, and so on. Whenever crimes were 

reported, the man or men best suited to cope with the situat
ion were sent to the scene as soon as possible. Sometimes 
they cooperated with local law enforcement offers, and at 
other times they operated in secrecy so their presence was 
not known in the community until their work was completed.

Charles: Burton Hossman, who had for years been fore
man of the Aztec Cattle Company near Holbrook, was appointed 
captain by Governor Murphy. Headquarters were set up at Bis- 
bee because of its proximity to the border and most of the 
trouble. The methods used by Hossman were effective, but
they did not meet with the approval of local law enforcement

68officers and their supporters, so he resigned in 1902.
Thomas. H. Rynning replaced Hossman as captain on 

September 1, 1902, and transferred the ranger headquarters 
to Douglas a short time later. The force was also increased 
to twenty-five men. But since the principal work of the Aria 
ona Rangers was enforcing the stock laws of the territory, 
and the situation was well in hand by February, 1909# they

: Burt Hossman. cited by the Arizona Daily Star, n. d.
1923. Clipping on file at Arizona Pioneers1 Historical Soc
iety, Tucson, Arizona.

Heffner, op. cit,, p. 4.
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69were disbanded by legislative act.

The enforcement of livestock laws referring to theft 
and Inspection Is one of the main functions of the Livestock 
Sanitary Commission created by the territorial legislature 
In 1887. All cattle sold since that time have had:to be in
spected for health and the legality of marks and brands.
Also, any cattle coming into the state are Inspected to guard 
against the introduction of any contagious disease.

Fleuro-pneumbnia,! a disease carried by ticks was a 
great threat in the late *80's and on through the ,901s.
The United States:government established a quarantine line7 - >
around the infected area but allowed: cattle to be shipped 
from there to any part of the country between.November.-1--.and 
January 1$; It was believed that cold weather during this : 
period would kill the ticks; and the disease would not be 
spread. - v-.: ... / / - --r. •

A shipment of cattle from below the quarantine line 
was offered' to the Southern Pacific Railroad at El Paso about 
December 16, 1897» and the railroad asked for permission to 
bring them into Arizona. They were met at the state line by 
Dr. J. C. Norton, the territorial veterinarian, and placed 
in quarantine at Willcox for ninety days. Even though Dr.

gg
Heffner, op. cit., p.



Horton assured them that the danger of infection was past, a 
group of cattlemen made up a purse to buy the suspected cat
tle. They were taken to an isolated pasture for two or three 
months and then sold for b e e f T h e  Livestock Sanitary Com-: " ; ■ - ■ ....... . V: : . - - - - .... ■■■
mission later permitted cattle from the. tick-infested areas 
to be brought into the territory, only upon condition that 
the owner pay the expense of a ninety-day quarantine at Will-

Not willing to depend entirely upon the territorial 
government, the Arizona Stock Growers Association had its be
ginning in Willcox in February, 1897• W. F. Nichols was el- 
ected first president and H . E. Dunlap, secretary. The 
organization showed satisfactory growth from the very begin
ning and took an active part in promoting the interests of the 
cattlemen. Measures were taken not only to obtain evidence 
against violators of stock laws but to strengthen and improve 
these, laws.70 * 72 73 ... ..... ...... ....... . ■ .

70 ' 1 '
Report of the Governor of Arizona to the Secretary 

of the Interior^for the Fiscal Tear Ended June 30, lo90 
T¥ashington: Government Printing Office, 1090), p. 91./ V-...

Wagoner, op. cit., pp. 186-87.
72 -: -
. Arizona Range Hews, March 2, 1897.

Ibid..March 8, 1899.



This organization was succeeded by the Arizona Cat
tle Growers Association, which was organized on October 12, 
1903, in Tucson. At the second meeting, held in Phoenix on 
January I}., 190l[., the by-laws were adopted and officers el
ected. Captain ¥. H . McKLttrick of Villcox was elected 
president and Harry L. Heffner of Vail, secretary. The 
law enforcement motives of the earlier organization were 
still in evidence, but this association had other purposes 
as well. For example, members have been able to increase 
their profits through the contracting of supplies in larger 
quantities and the use of services such as market reports 
and shipping questions.

The cattlemen in the Sulphur Springs Valley formed 
a local organization for mutual defense against rustlers 
as early as 1900; and in March, 1912, the Cochise County 
Stock Growers* Association was organized. Two years later, 
the Aravaipa Cattle Growers* Association was formed by 
ranchers in northern Cochise and southern Graham counties. 
These organizations were merged on December 5> 1916, to
form the present Cochise-Graham Cattle Growers * Association

■: - ' : v ' v . . v v V  v  •:
a very effective and influential group cooperating with

■ ".V" ' 75 ' :
state and national organizations.

75Heffner, op. cit.. p. 5-
75 ■ -See Arizona Range News. December 7> 1900; March 

8, 1912; March 13, 1^15; AprITTl|., 1939.



Beginning in the late 1801 e, there had been a tend
ency toward consolidation of small holdings. The large cat
tle companies that were thus formed improved their herds and 
carried on their business more efficiently to eliminate the 
element of chance as much as possible. !

In 1900, however, most of the cattle in the Willcox 
district were of the longhorn type.^ It is true that Col
onel H. C. Hooker, Colin Cameron, and others had brought in 
thoroughbred bulls to Improve their herds a number of years 
before, but there had been no concerted effort among the 
smaller ranchers to do so. At a meeting of stockmen held 
on May 21). of that year, it was agreed that, through a pur
chasing committee, they would secure numbers of high-grade

77Hereford bulls in proportion to their holdings. The rail
road companies also encouraged the improvement of the breed 
by making a concession of half fare to any man searching 
for purebred stock if he could produce evidence that he had 
actually made a purchase and shipped the animals over their 
lines. Through the continued purchasing of high-grade stock 
and the culling out of the scrubs, the excellent commercial 
cattle which now predominate in the area were produced.

75Statement by B. K. Riggs, personal interview,
Dos Cabezas, Arizona, March 26, 1956.

77Arizona Range Hews, March 28, 1900.
78 "

Ibid.. August 8, 1900.



With the development of artificial water supplies 
and organized efforts to improve the breed came the policy 
of fencing in pastures and controlling the amount of graz
ing on them. Many ranchers also began to grow forage crops 
for emergency feeding. All of these factors, together with 
the increasing number of farmers taking up homesteads after 
1909, made open range ranching impractical. By 1911, it had 
practically disappeared, and the ranchers were operating on 
land that yas either patented or leased from the federal and
v;v- :: : 79 .. ■ - . :. . . : -' -state governments.

1X5

Statement by Mrs. Anna Lawhbn, personal interview, 
Bowie, Arizona, April II4., 1956. :
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CHAPTER IV

LATER DEVELOPMENTS IN THE CATTLE INDUSTRY

Open range cattle raising, although profitable for a 
short time after a new area is opened, is not practical in 
the long run, even In the excellent range country early set
tlers found around Will cox. This is due to the fact that 
the industry is limited by the supply of forage and water.

in the southwestern states it requires an average 
of thirty acres of grazing land to support an animal for a 
year. Whenever an area has too many cattle in it, the 
over-grazing makes it impossible for the grass to survive, 
especially in dry years.

When there were no fences, it was impossible to 
control grazing, for if one rancher reduced the number of 
cattle, it merely provided more grass for his neighbor1s ,
herd. Likewise, if a rancher developed water, the neigh-

• - 1 - • ' ; 1 '  . . '  '  . ' ' ;; : ' .  • . -  - ' ' '

bors benefited from it as much as he did. This would have

x
E. 0. Wooton, The Relation of Land Tenure to the 

Use of Arid Grazing Lands in the Southwestern Steites, Unit
ed States Department of Agriculture Bulletin No. lOOl 
(Washington: . Government Printing Office, 1922), p. 9.
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been satisfactory .if everyone had done his share, but there 
were always some who preferred to allow others to do their 
labor for them. Before any improvement in range manage
ment could therefore be expected, it was necessary for the 
individual user to have the legal right to control a certain 
area by fencing it in and subdividing it as he saw fit.

Although the -Homestead Act of 1862 was of value in 
that it enabled the cattleman to obtain control of a water 
supply and a site for his ranch headquarters, it was not suit
ed to the semi-arid lands of Arizona, upon which a hundred 
and sixty acres was not only insufficient for dry farming 
but for grazing purposes as well. Unfortunately, many people 
were hot aware of this fact, as in the years 190$ through 
1907, the precipitation was abnormally heavy in the Sulphur 
Springs Valley around Willcox. The normal rainfall for this 
area, based upon records from 1892 through 19#, is 11,62 
inches, while the average for these years was 19,32 inches.2

Reports of this relatively abundant ralnfall start- 
ed a rush for homesteads. Many believed that enough water 
for supplemental irrigation could be obtained from artesian 
wells and that the government would eventually take the 
valley into a reclamation district.^ The movement reached

—  - % .

Official Records, United States Department of Com
merce, Weather Bureau, Phoenix, Arizona.

V : • . ' v - : ' •Arizona Range News, March 9> 1906.
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its peak in 1909 after the passing of the Enlarged Homestead
Act, which allowed an entryman to obtain three hundred and

...' Ij. 1twenty acres of certain types of land as a homestead. One 
of these settlers whose claim was eight miles northwest of 
Willcox wrote:
r With the coming of- the homesteaders, everything was

changed, as each new occupant fenced his ground, not 
to impound his livestock but to keep the range cattle 
from eating his meager plantings.5

Although most of the ranchers believed these farmers would 
not be successful, many of them sought to protect their own 
interests by having each of their cowboys obtain a homestead 
for subsequent sale to them.

In 1910, the rainfall was only 7*77 inches, and the 
next three years, while about normal for the area, it was 
less than the new homesteaders had come to expect. As a 
result, their dry farming efforts failed, and most of them 
either moved away or turned to ranching as a livelihood. 
Those who remained found it an easy matter to increase the 
size of their holdings by purchase. Obviously, it required 
too much time to acquire an adequate amount of grazing land 
by such piecemeal methods.. The; Grazing Homestead Act, pass
ed in 1917, increased the maximum area of an entryman to

Woo ton, op. cit., p. It..
Letter from 0. P. Schuman to Ruth Mellenbruch, 

Arizona Range Hews, August 17, 1951•
Official Records, United States Department of Com

merce,- Weather Bureau, Phoenix, Arizona.



six hundred and forty acres, provided the Secretary of the 
Interior had designated the land as "stock raising lands.
This larger amount of land was also allowed under the Desert 
Land Act of 1877# which differed from the various homestead 
acts in that it specified that the land was to be irrigated 
within, three years and required a payment of $1*25> an acre 
for it. Many obtained land in this way because residence 
was not necessary as under the homestead laws.

Another method of attaining land tenure in Arizona 
was by the purchasing or leasing of state lands. By the 
terms of the Enabling Act of 1910, four sections in each 
township were set aside for the support of the common schools 
In 1912, the Arizona Legislature authorized the Land Commis
sion to lease this state land for a term not exceeding five 
years for a minimum charge of three cents per acre. An
amendment passed on November 3>, 1918, also permitted state
• -. . .. , :  .. - . .' V . ' 11 :.grazing lands to be sold in parcels of oq.0 acres.

U.S. Statutes. 6i}.th Cong., 2d Seas., Part I, p. 862 
(1917). ■ 7:-.;..:-.- : v/. ■ - rvv8

J. J. Wagoner, "The History of the Cattle Industry 
in Southern Arizona, 15lj.O-19ij-0" (Unpublished Master’s Thes
is, University of Arizona, 1949)# p. 96.

U.S. Statutes, 6lst Cong., 2d Sess., Part I, p. 572 
(1910). —10

Revised Statutes of Arizona, 1913, par. 4567# sec.12, p. i4Ercn11  ̂ 7" ■
Constitution of the State of Arizona (annotated and 

copyrighted by the Department of Library and-Archives, 1951) 
article X, sec. 11, p. 23; sec. 5# P» 65.



. The first practical action toward the control of graz
ing on the public domain in Ari zona was that taken by the
Forest Service in 1906. Cattlemen were given forest reserve
grazing permits for a certain number of cattle, based upon

12the estimated grazing capacity of the district. Beginning
on June 30, 1907, the minimum charge of twenty to twenty-
five cent s ,a head;was made for.a summer permit and thirty-

13five to fifty cents for year-long grazing.

120

ly “drift; fences,n to restrict the movement of the stock. 
After several years, however, the cattlemen persuaded the 
Forest Service officials that better range management would 
be possible if each permit holder were responsible for a def
inite area. Also as a result of repeated requests, the 
Clark-McNary Law of June 7» 1921]., was passed, which granted 
contracts up to ten years. This continued until the Taylor 
Grazing Act was passed in 193!]., and permits were again iss
ued on a year to year b a s i s . . . .. '

- • , ' • ■ - ■ ' ' ' ' . . . .

was known until 1917 as the Chiricahua Rational Forest.
It then became a part of the Coronado Rational Forest, which

. * .. . - - ■ * - - - - 12

12Jim Finley, “Your Range— Its Management, “ Arizona 
Cattlelo ” 3. $1 (January, 1956), 58.

At first, no fenced enclosures were allowed, but on-

The forest grazing in the Willcox. area was in what

Wagoner, op. cit;. p. 96.
Weekly Market Report and News Letter, XIII, No. 1].7

(December, 1934



covers 1,4.32,000 acres in southern.Arizona and New Mexico*
In 1920, the Secretary of the Interior authorized the graz
ing of fifty-five thousand head of cattle and horses in . 
this area.15 , ■ ; ■ '■ .

The importance of grazing permits in this region is 
indicated by the reaction of the Cochise-Graham Cattle Grow
ers in 1953 when it was announced that efforts were being 
made to take the Chiricah.ua Mountain area out of the juris- 
diction of the Forest Service. Since they considered the 
Forest Service program efficient and beneficial, a resolu
tion was passed that the weight.of the organization be thrown 
against the movement, . Largely because of the influence of 
this group, the proposal was never carried out. .

Not until June 28, 1934.#, was there a national law to 
control grazing on the unappropriated public lands. Known 
as the Taylor Grazing Act, this law authorized the Secretary 
of the Interior to issue grazing permits to bona fide resi
dents of the various grazing districts upon the payment of

17a reasonable fee. These permits were to be valid for a

121

H. Basil Wales, "Aims and Purposes of the National 
Forests,M Arizona Cattleman, III, No. £l (February 16, 1920),

16
Arizona Range News, April 17, 1953.

17 - - ' : '
Wagoner, op. cit., p. lijO, citing a letter from Ed 

Pierson, Regional Chief, Division of Range Management,
April 15, 194-9, stating that the grazing fee rate in grazing 
districts in Arizona from 1935 to May 1, 194-7 was five cents 
per animal per month.
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period of not more than ten years, with permittees having pre
ference right of renewal upon the discretion of the Secretary 
of the Interior. Fences, wells, reservoirs and other improv
ements could be constructed on the public land if ;approved
on the grazing permit and if they were in compliance with the 

3.8state laws. Due to the fact that the land had not been
classified, regular permits were not issued to Arizona stock-
men in 1935 but only temporary licenses. Gradually the ten-

19 -year permits were introduced.
Many large ranches in the Willcox area are comprised 

of several different types of lands. In 1929, the Sierra Bon
ita consisted of 35,000 acres of private land, 20,000 acres

20of state leased lands and 45,000 acres of forest acreage.
The Cook Cattle Company had at that time 3,000 acres of pat-

,21ented land and 100,000 acres of leased lands. The patent
ed land offers greater security, but that is offset to some
extent by the fact that taxes on it amount to more than graz-

22ing fees on public land. ' * 19 20 21
__6

IT.S. Statutes, 73rd Cong., 2d Sess., Part I, Chap. 
865, p. 12717"

19Weekly Market Report and News Letter, XIV, No. 21 
(May 28, 1935).20

Arizona Rangfc News, August 23, 1929.21
Ibid..November 8, 1929.■ 22- — - ■ -  ■ ......
Mrs. Harry Hooker, "Five Generations of Hookers on 

the Sierra Bonita Ranch," Arizona Cattlelog.. V. No. 4 (Dec
ember, 1949), 34-



The cattle business in the Sulphur Springs Valley has
progressed steadily since the turn of the century, in spite of
adversities. One of these occurred in May and June of 1907#

/ '
when there was a drought as well as a financial panic. Ranch-

/. .ers wanted to dispose of their stock, but buyers were unable
. ■ . . . \ -to obtain money from the banks. By fall the situation had

23improved considerably, however.
Again in 191$ drought forced cattlemen to dispose of

part of their holdings in order to provide sufficient food for 
■ 2lj.the remainder. Winter rains encouraged the grass so that by

March the range was sufficient to keep the stock in good con- 
29dition.
Although there had been a decrease in the size of! . -

herds because of recent droughts, the high prices for beef 
brought about by World War I were a great stimulus to the cat
tle industry. In March, 1917# beef was worth $8.00 to $9.$0, 
with feeders finding a ready market.^  Ranchers increased 
production by keeping most of the heifers and raising forage

123

23Report of the Governor of Arizona to the Secretary 
of the Interior. 190? ^Washington: Government Printing Office,I907T7 PTIZZ. " -JL-L 

21}.
Arizona Range News, September 17, 191$.

2$ : ,Ibid., March 2li# 1916.
26
A. B. Spellmeyer, "The Cattle Market, ” Arizona 

Cattleman. I. No. 2 (March 17, 1917), U-



27crops for supplemental feeding. Prices continued to rise 
throughout the war. . In July, 1918, for example, the govern
ment was paying twenty-three and a half cents a pound for 

. 28array beef. That the cattlemen in the Sulphur Springs Val
ley were meeting the demand is indicated by the fact that 
several thousand cattle left Willcox every*week during both
the spring and fall shipping seasons. Eight thousand head

29were shipped during the first two weeks of June.
By 1920, however, a combination of factors threaten

ed ruin for many ranchers. The market was very unstable, but 
feed and labor costs were high. To make matters worse, a 
severe drought set in, and it became necessary either, to pro
vide feed for the cattle or ship them. Cattlemen were so 
desperate they were willing to try anything as feed. The 
Monk outfit’s experiment of grinding yucca in a hammer mill 
and feeding it was unsuccessful because it made the cattle 
sick. Mabry Lawson of the Mule Shoe Ranch was able to save 
many of his cattle by sending out some of his cowboys with 
blow torches to burn spines off prickly pear cactus so they 
could be eaten. * 29

£7 :
Arizona Range News. June 7, 1918.

-

Arizona Cattleman, H ,  No. 31 (October 7, 1918), 1.
29 *Arizona Range News. June Ilf, 1918.

*, > ■ " * .1 - .
MDo You Remember?” Arizona Range News, November If, 

19#. ------



Many ranch owners around Willcox were new in the bus
iness, being attracted into it by the possibility of huge 
profits during the war. Due to their lack of experience, 
they made unwise investments. For example, some had purchas
ed cattle at $160 per head that later went down to $15?. The 
federal government had granted loans without much investigat
ion, and when they were not repaid by 1925, began foreclos
ure proceedings that eventually put many local cattlemen out 

31*of business.
A favorable trend that became noticeable in the twen

ties was the increase in the number of cattle shipped to the 
California market as a result of the great increase in popu
lation there. In 1920, the figure was 81)., 196 head; by the 
following year it had increased to 130,751• A shorter haul
and lower shipping costs meant greater profits to Arizona 
...... 32

stockmen. This market has continued to improve through the
years until by 19l)B, it accounted for sixty-three percent of

33the total shipments.
The depression which began in 1929 did not seem to 

affect the cattle business immediately, but a decrease in 
the demand for beef, along with poor range conditions, made

"31 'Statement by B. K. Riggs, personal interview, Dos 
Cabezas, Arizona, March 26, 1956.

• 32 "■ghe Southwestern Stockman-Farmer, XXXIX, Ho. 1). 
(February £8 , 1922),

33
“Arizona Cattle Shipments— 19l).8 Annual Summary with 

Comparisons," Arizona Cattlelog, IV, Ho. 10 (June, 19l).9), 36.
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fcl̂e cattleman1 a position rather precarious by the autumn of 
1930, and it continued to be for the next three years.

• In the fall of 1933# ranchers were greatly interest
ed in a proposal by the American National Livestock Associa
tion that the federal government attempt to improve beef 
prices by some sort of controlled production program. The 
following February, a group of cattlemen In southern Cochise 
County shipped a carload of calves donated to help defray 
the expenses of representatives who were working with gov
ernment officials on such a plan.^

In the spring of 1934# a severe drought:, which ex
tended over most of the nation, led the Agricultural Adjust
ment Administration to institute an emergency cattle program. 
Cochise County, along with Graham and Greenlee Counties, was 
declared an emergency area on June 7* and' an emergency cat- 
tie purchase plan was set up to apply to the area.

The cattie were inspected, and those classified as 
acceptable were purchased for from one to fourteen dollars a 
head, depending upon age, and shipped out. Those condemned 
as too weak for shipping were purchased for from one to six 
dollars and slaughtered on the range. In case there were

34Arizona Range News, February 9# 1934.
35 .Letter from Congresswoman Isabella Greenway to 

the Arizona Pioneers1 IHistorical Society, Tucson, Arizona, 
June 8, 1934. This letter, is on file at the above-named institution.



liens on the cattle, "benefit payments" of from three to six 
dollars were paid to the producer, such paymetit not subject 
to the liens. The program thus enabled cattlemen to real
ize a small return for stock that would probably have other
wise been a total loss. It also tended to stabilize the 
cattle market and provided food for the needy, as all suit
able cattle were diverted to those who were unable to buy 
beef. . / " : ... ' •'

Seventy-nine carloads of cattle had been purchased
and shipped from Will cox by July 1)., and seven or eight hund-

37red had been killed on the range. A total of 17,281 head
of cattle, representing payments of #236,71^, were shipped

38by the time the campaign ended on January 1$, 1935*
Since heavy rains fell in the fall of 1934 and again 

in the spring of 1935# range conditions were improved. For
tunately, the government1s slaughtering of cattle in 1934 
had also brought about an improved market. In May," 1935,
yearlings were bringing thirty dollars a head, as compared

39with eighteen dollars offered the year before.

127

3bUnited States Department of Agriculture, Agricult
ural Adjustment Administration. Administrative Ruling Mo. 1, 
Emergency Cattle Agreement, June 1934 (Mimeographed circular 
in files of Arizona Pioneers1 Historical Society).

37
Arizona Range Mews, July 6, 1934*

38
Arizona Daily Star, April 26, 1935*

. 39 “ . '
Ibid., May 3, 1935*
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By 1936, cattle shipments had increased considerably.

During November of that year, 12,460 head were shipped, from-
Willcox, as compared to slightly over 10,000 during the same 
month in 1934*^

Apparently it was at this time that Willcox was dub
bed "Cattle Capital of the Nation."

/Willcox has long been acknowledged as the leading 
cattle shipping point in Arizona and the Southwest. 
According to Mr. Wootan, a United States inspector 
who recently visited this point,says it is now the 
leading shipping point in the entire Unitê .. States 
for shipping cattle direct from the range.^

As a result of continued scarcity of well-finish
ed cattle, prices in September of 1937 reached $19/90 per 
hundred pounds, the highest they had been since November and 
December of 1919. Some recession occurred in October, but 
the market was still highly favorable.^ Unsatisfactory 
feed and water supplies in October and November led many cat
tlemen to reduce their herds. Nearly four thousand head of 
cattle left Willcox during the first four days of November. 
The pens were too small to accomodate these heavy shipments, 
and some cattlemen had to hold their herds in . the * 41

^°See Arizona Range News, November 20; December 1®» 
1936. ' .

41^lbid», December 18, 1936. The Mr. Wootan referred 
to was J. „Frank Wootan, Livestock. Sanitary Commission In
spector for Willcox District No. 6.

^Weekly Market Report and News Letter. XVI, No.
30A (October 26, 1937.) -------------



1*3open flats just outside of town. During the period from
- • ' . ' ' ' ' '

July 1 to December 31> 1937, a total of 29,6^8 head were 
loaded, and the estimated total for the year was 40,000  

head.1*  . , ,
.. Market and range conditions remained about the same
during 1938 and 1939, with a decided improvement in 1940. 
During the following years, the demand for cattle increased 
as a result of army.purchases, and by 1942, top fat steers 
were selling for $14* 25? per hundred pounds - on tlie Phoenix

Itmarket. In April> 1943, after meat rationing had begun,
fat cattle prices rose to the, highest peak since 1919, lat-

46er going down about two cents a pound and remaining there.
‘ The market for feeder stock was poor in the fall

of 1944 because feed prices were too high in relation to 
the price of cattle. More and more animals were going di
rectly from the range to the slaughter house. Furthermore,
a shortage of help and late rains made it advisable for many- : • 47
cattlemen to curtail their herds somewhat. A total of

. 129

Arizona Range News, November 11, 1937•
J. - < ' »J. Frank Woo tan, cited by Arizona Range News,

January 7, 1938.
4SGeorge W. Barr. Arizona Agriculture, 1943, Bull

etin No. 188, Agricultural Experiment Station, University 
of Arizona (February, 1943), p. 188.

; 46 . ' ’George W. Barr, Arizona Agriculture, 1944# Bulletin No. 192, Agricultural Experiment Station, University
of Arizona (January, 1944) > P» 8..  47 ....Statement by J. Frank Wootan in nLooking Over 
the Cow Situation,w Arizona Range News. November 24, 1944*



31,032 head were shipped from Willcox that year.^
The government was purchasing fifty-five to eighty 

percent of all beef processed at federally inspected plants 
in 19k$. Because of a heavy demand for the armed forces as 
well as for refugees and prisoners in Europe, very little was 
left for civilians. Demands and prices remained high for 
the next three and a half years. Cattlemen' who took great 
risks made profits in proportion to their investments. Ship
ments from Willcox were only 24,088 in 1945, tut increased 
' ' : • ■■■- ■ ' . ■ : ' : • . 50 : : -to 29,304 in 1946 and on up to 33,605 in 194?.

The first major reduction in cattle prices since Jan
uary, 1938, occurred between July, 1948* and February, 1949. 
On the Los Angeles market, slaughter steers dropped from 
#34*50 to $21.50.*? Several factors were responsible for 
this decrease:

1. Availability of cheap pork.
2. Canadian imports.
3* Loss of government contracts due to Argentine 

■ imports. ■ - • - ■ "V;4. An attempt on the part of packing houses to
hold prices down. 52

5. A fall-off of consumer demand.

130 .

Arizona Ranp;e News, February 16, 1945.
49

Arizona Farmer-Producer, XXIV, Hoi 11 (June 2,
1945), 11.. 5o ■- ' . : - . ■  ■

See Arizona Range Hews, January 18, 1946; Jan
uary 18, 1946; January io, 1947; January 23, 1948.

5lGeorge W. Barr, Arizona Agriculture, 1949, Bull
etin Ho. 220, Agricultural Experiment Station, University 
of Arizona (January, 1949), p. 10.
5, 1949^1^ lzona Farmer-Producer. XXVIII, Ho. 3 (February



Fortunately, ranchers In the Will cox area had reduced their 
herds in 19l}-7 and did not lose as much as they would have 
otherwise. Because of the drought, some of them had been 
feeding continuously since December of that year on into 19^8 
and had begun to ship cattle to pastures in Oklahoma when

53rains finally came about the middle of July.
Following the trend of the rest of the state in de

creasing shipments, only 18,756 cattle left Willcox in 19^. 
Range conditions were much better the following year, and al
though prices were lower than in 1911-8, cattlemen were able 
to make a profit because they did not have to use supple- 
mental feeds. 1

As a result of the Korean situation, meat prices 
went up considerably in 1951* The Office of Price Stabili
zation, in an attempt to reduce prices to pre-Korean levels
of June, 1950, set up a schedule regulating the prices

56slaughterers could pay producers. This system was unfair 
to cattlemen because no ceilings were placed upon feed or

131 '

Garay G. Page, "The County Agent Speaks," Arizona 
Cattlelo^ III, No. 12 (August, 19ll8), 3 8.

Arizona Range News, January 21, 19^9.
5£
Arizona Farmer-Producer, XXVIII, No. 26 (December 

2k, 1911-9),"97 
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Ibid.. XXX, No. 10 (May 12, 1951), 26



other supplies necessary to the operation of a ranch.^ 
After a great deal of pressure from various cattle growers* 
organizations, the plan was given up In the latter part of 
the summer. As a result, an active demand for feeder cat
tle soon developed. ̂  Cattlemen in the Sulphur Springs Val
ley began selling calves earlier than usual because feed was

132

getting short and prices were good, a top price of forty-one
dollars per hundred pounds being reported. According to
J. F. Wootari,- a total of 2*?,000 head passed through the

60
Will cox stockyards in 195>1. ; ^

In the fall of 19^2, drought conditions in Texas and 
Oklahoma resulted in an increased movement of cattle and off
set the strong consumer demand that had been keeping prices

61 . . - - up. Choice 900-1100 pound steers which were bringing-134-
per hundred pounds in September, 1952, were worth only $27

- Ibid., No. 13 (June 23/ 195%) / 6.  ̂ ; v
58

George W. Barr, Arizona Agriculture. 1952. Bull
etin No. 2i|2, Agricultural Experiment Station, University 
of Arizona (January, 1952), 12.

v  ■ ■ .. , 5 9  ' .  - V , :  : ■ ' : V i .  1 : ' / ;

Arizona Farmer-Producer, XXX, No. 23 (November 
10’ 1951^

Arizona Range News, February 18, 1952.
. 61 1 1 ■ .

Arizona Farmer-Producer, XXXII, No. 3 (January
3i, 1953) ,Tff. : :— —- : r - ' v- • •' - • ' ■ ' ' . . : :



.In January of 1 9 5 3 ;
The downward trend continued In 1953, bringing about 

a decrease In the demand for feeder cattle and an Increase 
In the supply sold for slaughter, of which there was already 
a surplus.

Ralph Cowan, a prominent Sulphur Springs Valley cat
tleman arid President of the Arlzoria Cattle Growers Associa
tion, said-In an address to /that organization, * a decline 

was inevitable, and we anticipated it; however, we did not 
expect the abrupt drop without a comparable decline In oth
er commodity prices, and especially a decline in cattle 
feed!?62 63" •  ̂ '

Drought In widespread areas, including both Arizona 
and Texas, brought about heavy shipments in the fall and 
lowered prices even more. Medium to choice feeder steers 
and yearlings were bringing only |15 to $18.75 per hundred 
pounds at Los Angeles on the week ending November 9»6^
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62 . ; ■ ■
George W. Barr. Arizona Agriculturer 1953, Bull- 

etin No. 245, Agricultural Experimerit Station, University 
of Arizona, (January, 1953)» 12-13.

63Ralph Cowan, "Address of the President to the lj.9th 
Annual Convention— Arizona Cattle Growers Association," 
Arizona Cattlelog, VIII, He. 6 (February, 1953), 12-13.

Weekly Market Report and Hews Letter, XXXIII,Ho. k$ (November 16, 1953).



Nevertheless, a total of 35>l|33 head of cattle were Inspeet- 
ed and shipped from Willcox in 1953*

Some cattlemen favored government price supports, es
pecially the smaller operators, but most of them were against 
the idea. Forrest Froelich, a Willcox rancher, expressed the 
reasons for their stand clearly in the following statement:

Personal opinions differ according to the particular situation; I am glad that one group of producers can stand fira even when things get rough. •• •Northern Cochise and Graham Counties are unhappy because of a dry August. But there is nothing wrong with the cow business that rain.will not cure. And I believe that is 
the-only cure.6-6. : ^  : :

The cattle situation in the Sulphur ’ Springs Valley
.was improved in 195>lj. by abundant summer rains, which not 
only improved the range but made plenty of water available
for farming. As a result, many ranchers turned to growing

' ■ ■ ' • 6? ' ‘feed so they could fatten their own cattle. Furthermore,
cattle prices had apparently become stabilized at a satis-

68factory level.

J. Frank Wootan, cited by Arizona Range News, 
January 1$, 1954.66 . . . .Letter from Forrest Froelich to the editor, quoted by Weekly Market Report and News Letter, XXXIII, No. 39 
(September 29, 1̂ 5:1) *

■ 67 . ' - •-Arizona Range News. October 8, November 5, 1954.
68
Weekly Market Report and News Letter. XXXIV,

No. 44 (November 9* 1954).



However, drought conditions had developed by May,
1955> over most of Arizona*s range country, including that
around Willcox, and supplemental feeding became necessary.
Under the plan that was set up for government aid, the Farm
Home Administration county committee determined the needs
of the rancher, and a certificate of purchase was issued.
This paper entitled him to purchase surplus grains at a re- 

■ 69duced price. Summer rains improved the range in late sum
mer and fall so that the program could be discontinued.

The cattle industry in the Willcox'area is essent
ially one of range production on a cow and calf basis.
Calves and yearlings are the principal source of income, but 
of course the fluctuations of the market and varying range 
conditions may make it advisable for a cattleman either to 
increase or decrease the size of his herd, and otiher types 
of cattle may be sold.

Shipping is largely a seasonal proposition. The 
spring roundup begins in mid-April and is followed by a short 
shipping season that extends through June, with the heaviest 
shipments in May. The fall roundup begins in September, and 
shipping continues from then until January.' November is the 
month of greatest activity, when nearly half of the annual 
shipments are made.

Arizona Range News. June 3, 1955•
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Poring these roundups, all calves born since the last; 
one are branded, earmarked and vaccinated. The cattle that 
are to be shipped are separated from the others and, in many 
cases, loaded into trucks that take them directly to their 
final destination. This is a procedure very much different 
from that of the open range days, when herds of as large as 
two thousand head would be driven up to sixty miles to the 
shipping pens at Villcox.

In 19!%, aa important change took place in the proced
ure of marketing cattle at YlUeox. Practically all had until 
then been sold direct to feeders, packers or order buyers.
On April 15, the Willcox Livestock Auction began operations 
in a new building a mile out from the - center of town on the:.v v ■ - ' ■Bowie highway. It has 2,$00 feet of floor space and seating
capacity for six hundred buyers. Livestock totalling 17,700
head from New Mexico, Texas and a large part of southern
Arizona were auctioned off here during its first year of op-

70oration.
Not all of the cattle were being shipped directly 

from the range for sale as feeders. The first cattleman in 
the Sulphur Springs Valley to finish, cattle on a commercial 
basis was Harry Hooker, who installed a large feed mill 
shortly after he assumed management of the Sierra Bonita '

136
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Ranch In 1933. The plant was equipped to handle a. thousand
71cattle efficiently if run at capacity.

Others entering the business later were Haynes Moore
and A. R. Spikes, who, along with the Hooker outfit, handled

72approximately $000 head of cattle in 193%. Many small op
erators have also begun growing feed crops to finish their. - i •
own cattle or provide supplemental feeding in ease of drought

73thus taking a great deal of the risk out of cattle raising. 
Many of these cattle are slaughtered for local consumption.

Throughout the years, the cattlemen of the Sulphur 
Springs Valley, along with their associates in other areas, 
have faced many problems. Some of them have been solved ^ 
while others have not, and new ones have developed from time 
to time. The industry entered 1936 with a large cattle 

population, low prices for the finished product and high pro
duction costs. It might seem that government price supports 
would be an easy solution, but the cattlemen have preferred 
to remain on an unsubsidized basis rather than to subject 
themselves to government controls. They are accomplishing
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Ibid.. February 26, 19%3; August 8, 19%7; "Cowboy 
Corner," Arizona Cattlelog, VI, Ho. 12 (August, 1931), 38. 

7%Arizona Range News, February 21, 193%.73 . : ; / . -
Ibid., September 23, 19%9. :



this by doing everything possible to Increase efficiency 
and decrease production costs.

One way of lowering the cost per pound of beef is to 
improve the herds by culling but the breeding stock that do 
not produce offspring with a high rate of gain, replacing 
them with the best available. Breeding and feeding are also 
regulated by consumer preferences as to types of beef.^ 
Several ranches near Willcox, including Rancho Sacatal and 
the Cowden Livestock Co., are handling registered stock on 
ar large scale and providing these replacements. Some exper
imenting has been done with Aberdeen-Angus and Brahman cat
tle as well as with cross-breeds, but it is generally conced-

75>ed that Herefords are most practical for this section.*
Range improvement is also being carried on. This in

cludes the removal of brush and objectionable plants, follow
ed by reseeding with grass, an expensive proposition but one 
which will be profitable in the long run in improving the 
grazing and increasing the water supply.^ :

The local cattlemen are also cooperating in a nation
al beef program to promote great consumption of their product 
and better utilization of various grades and cuts. They are

(if.Louie P. Sorrell, "What1s Ahead for Arizona Cattle
men* address given during Forty-First Annual Extension Con
ference, University of Arizona, December 13# 1955# in Ariz
ona Cattlelog. XI, Ho. 5 (January, 1956), Ip.

Arizona Range Hews. December 2. 19U9.
76 *"*

Sbrrell, op. bit.. pp. 13-11}..



hoping that an increased consumer demand will remedy the 
price situation to some extent. Prices naturally fluctuate 
from day to day, but in the spring of 1956, they were about 
the same as they were the year before.

No fomal, yearly report is made of ; the number of cat-< 
tie shipped from Willcox, but a conservative estimate, sub
stantiated by informal reports from time to,time, is that an 
average of forty to fifty thousand left the Inspection dis
trict until 1935* when it was divided. Since that time, the. - - ■ ' -.. " 98
average has been approximately thirty, thousand a year.
Regardless of what happens, Willcox is carrying on and doing 
its best to live up to the title of "Cattle Capital of the 
nation."',. . . .  . , , , '
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20 (May 15* 1956. Stocker and feeder steers were bringing 
I6jjr-l8$z as compared with 17-20^ on May 17* 1955*

Statement: by J. Prank Wooten, personal interview, 
Willcox, Arizona, August‘2, 1955* Mr. Wootan was livestock 
inspector for twenty-four._years, from 1931 until 1954* when 
he was retired at the age of seventy-seven.



MINING IH THE WILLCOX AREA

Because of. its importance as a shipping point and 
commercial center,.Willcox has been greatly influenced by 
the success or failure of various mines located within its 
trading area. The Dos Cabezas Mining District, probably most 
important to the economy of Willcox because of its proxim
ity, Is located about twelve miles southeast in the Dos Cab
ezas Mountains. The first important claim there was the 
Juniper, located by John Casey in 1878. Although Casey did 
not have the capital to develop the mine, he refused to sell 
or lease it for many years.1 ' ;

Finally, in April, 1903, the Chicago and Arizona
Copper Company was organized by a group of local business
men with Thomas B. Chattman of Dos Cabezas as president.
Others interested in the venture were W. F. Nichbls, Pablo2
Soto, and James J. Riggs. After developing the mine, they

p. K. Hickley, "Pioneer Days in Arizona/" Arizona 
Daily Star. May 12, 1911.

Articles of Incorporation of the Chicago and Ariz
ona Copper Company, on file at the Arizona Pioneers* H ist- 
orical Society, Tucson, Arizona.

' CHAPTER V
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leased it to various outfits, who worked it with varying de
grees of success. John Casey died in 190lj.» and when the 
probate court ordered the estate closed in 1909* Pablo Soto 
attempted to sell the property. Since there were no bidders,
it was finally turned over to those who had heavy claims

3 ' . - - : 'against the estate.
In 1917* the Dos Cabezas Gold Ridge Mining Corpora

tion was organized to work the Casey claims, and some dev
elopment work was carried on. Five years'later, the property 
was sold to a Mr. Huntsman, the president of the corporation, 
who was the highest bidder. Lessees worked the mine from 
time to time until 193h> but the total production since 1878 
hias been; estimated at only $36,000.^ Much of the importance 
of the mine lies in the fact that rich strikes periodically 
encouraged prospectors in the development of other claims in 
the district.

Another early claim was that of John D.! Bnersley, who 
discovered some very rich ore in 1883. Since he was unsuc-

,, /v: . ■■■ ; . 4 . : ... '
cessful in obtaining financial backing, he worked alone, 
packing the ore out on his back and living upon home-grown

' 3 ,V: ' "  'Letter from P. B. Soto, WUlcox, Arizona, to Thom
as B. Chattman, Tucson, Arizona, June: 10,. 1909. Chattman 
file, Arizona Pioneers1 Historical Society, Tucson, Arizona.

James. Culver Shields II, “Geology arid Ore Deposits of the Dives and Gold Ridge Group a, Dos Cabezas, Arizona” 
(Unpublished Mast'er^s Thesis, Graduate College, University
of Arizona, 19I4.O) , pp. 56-57. ;



greens and vegetables. This solitary way of life was contin- 
ued until his death in 1907.

The Silver Cave, the Silver Cave South, the Bear Cave
; i • ;

and the Greenhorn were other early mines in the district.
< . . , - . •She first of these had three veins from three to seven feet

6wide that averaged thirty-five dollars to the ton in gold,
! / 'Some pockets assayed as high as five hundred dollars per

, 7 .ton. A ten-stamp mill was operating in 1881). and turning
8out considerable quantities of gold and silver.

By i860, the village of Dos Cabezas had quite a num
ber of houses, several business establishments, and a school- 
house, The National Mail and Transportation Company made

9daily stops with both east and westbound stages. As an 
indication of the population during the period, sixty-five 
voters registered there in 1882.^

Mortimer Wien, personal interview, Dos Cabezas, 
Arizona, March 18, 19£6. .

6Patrick Hamilton, The Resources of Arizona (San 
Francisco: A. L. Bancroft and Company, Printers, 1004),
P* l69» 7

W. C. Distumell (Compiler and Publisher), Ariz
ona Business Directory and Gazeteer (San Francisco: Bacon 
and dompany7 Printers7 l8Bl), p. 37•8

Hamilton , op. clt., p. 169.
9
Arizona Weekly Star, February 19, 1880.10 ' • *
Great Register of Cochise County, 1882. 1



,• • Ho great boom occurred in the early years. Although
occasional rich strikes were made, no large bodies of high 
grade ore could be found. The small mine owners soon found 
their resources exhausted from futile development work.
The Sulphur Valley Hews reported that the camp was idle in
' 0 ......11 .................. ...I094., and many houses were untenanted.

In 1899, however, the Dos Cabezas Consolidated Min
ing Company began operating what was known as the Oregon Mine 
After running a l^OO-foot tunnel to top a ledge 700.feet be
low the surface, they struck a 60-foot ore body that assayed 
2$ percent copper, #3.$0 per ton in silver, and $2.$0 per 
ton in gold.12

Ore bodies of considerable size were also encounter
ed by the Philadelphia Mining Company and Scanlon and Com
pany during the next two years, and in 1903, the Nebraska

vGold Mining Company began operating a large mill in Gold 
13Gulch. Dos Cabezas was gradually coming to life again. ,

In 190$, a mysterious gentleman who called himself 
"Mr. Page" appeared on the seen#, accompanied by a Mining 
engineer. Captain B. W. Tibbey. These two men prospected 
in the area and filed a number of claims. Others were

--------- 1 1 — .-
Sulphur Valley Hews, October 9, l89l|.. ,

' : 12 ■ ' , . '.... ■ ■ ' • r - -See Arizona Range Hews, February 7; August 29, 19002̂  . ' ..... — —

Ibid., July 17, 1903.
%tMortimer Wien, personal interview, Dos Cabezas, 

Arizona, February 18, 1956.



acquired, covering an area of six hundred acres.
' Page, whose real name was Thomas H. McCauley, organ- 

ized the Mascot Copper Company in June, 1907, with a cap
italization of ten million d o l l a r s . A f t e r  a slight delay 
caused by ihe panic of 1907, development was begun on a 
large scale. Glowing reports of the great ore bodies being 
encountered appeared in the local press. The following head
line is typical: "Many Thousands of Tons of Ore in Sight—
Property Bids Pair to Become Arizona1s Greatest Copper Pro
ducer."^ ' - ' ‘ :

The holdings of the new company were increased in 
1909 when they acquired control of the Dos Cabezas Consoli
dated Mines Company by exchanging ten shares of Mascot stock

18for one of Consolidated. ' '
£ great stock selling campaign was begun in which 

spectacular methods were used to attract the attention of 
thousands of small investors. -A great stockholders* banquet

Arizona Range Hews, September 20, 1907•
18Horace J. Stevens, The Copper Handbook (Chicago: 

M. A. Donahue and Company, Printers and Binders, 1908), 
VIII, 916. :..^

17Arizona Range News,* October 18, 1907.18
Letter from A. Prenzlauer, Secretary, Dos Cabezas 

Consolidated Mines Company, Los Angeles, California, to 
Thomas B. Chattman, Dos Cabezas, Arizona, March 1, 1909. Chattman file.
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was. held In the Palrmont 'Hotel In San Francisco, and many
people were taken to visit the mine in special railroad cars,

19all at company expense. Special editions of the Arizona
' - v: / ■ 'Range Hews were sent all over the country with editorials 

praising the progress at Mascot and recommending the purchase 
of stock. The original selling price was three dollars a 
share, but it was later increased to four and finally five 
dollars. By August, 1910, it was reported that three hund
red thousand dollars worth of stock had been sold. However, 
seventy-five percent of the shares remained in the hands of 
the promoters.

On February 22, 1910, a huge new air compressor plant 
began operating at the mine. According to the Arizona Range 
Hews, the enthusiasm was as great "as that occasioned by the 
launching of a battleship." It was announced two weeks lat
er that a store, a boarding house, sleeping quarters for em-

■ - % •: . ; • ' ■- " 22ployees, and a new office building had been completed.

^Mining and Scientific Press, August 21, 1909. 
Ibld.-
L , . ... ■ ■ • .. ■ - . -
Arizona Range Hews, April 10, 1910. ‘
"ibid.. May 6, 1910. . :



. . One of the local citizens had a rather dim view of
the proceedings when he wrote to a friend:

I have never heard any good mines say they had 
enough ore to justify the extensive buildings on 
top of the ground they have done. You know as well 
as I do, that in order to sell stock they must make 
some kind of a showing somewhere, and they do not __ 
know enough about mining to make it underground....2^

Only occasional shipments of ore were made before
June, 191.3> as the management had stated that they did not
Intend to ship large quantities until a railroad had been

2kbuilt to the mine.—  At that time, however, a large truck 
and trailer were purchased to haul ore to Willcox, and reg- 
ular shipments were begun.

A great celebration, complete with flags and bunt
ing, was held in Willcox on January 27, 191$, when the con
struction of the Mascot and Western Railroad was begun.
Since a special holiday had been declared, a large crowd 
was present to watch T. N. McCauley turn the first shovel
ful of dirt. After the ceremony, everyone enjoyed a barbe-

26cue while the state industrial school band provided music.

- T-" -Letter from Michael Ohl, Dos Cabezas, Arizona, to 
Thos. B. Chattman, August 30, 1910. Chattman file.

. 21} .Arizona Range Hews, November 3. 1911.
25

Ibid.. July I}., 1913.
■ 26 .... .

Ibid,, January 29, 191$.



The ctwqjletion of, the railroad was celebrated on 
June 1£> at the Mascot towns!te," with' an estimated four thous
and people in attendance. A special train from the Pacific 
Coast and three Pullman ears from the East brought many 
stockholders to witness the driving of the copper spike. ' 

Officials reported that 1,256 tons of ore, netting
eight dollars per ton, were shipped during October of that

-* ♦ « -
year, paying more than half the operating e^enses of the 

28 . . - - :•: \ camp. This was followed by the announcement that the Nov
ember returns would place the company on a self-sustaining 
basis.29 ■ ' ■ ;

1# '

Production was curtailed for about four months early 
in 1916 after a fire, believed- to be of incendiary origin,
destroyecl the power house. Repairs were completed in the

-... 31
esû ly part of June, and ore shipments were resumed.

On July 1, 1917, the Mascot property was leased to
the American Smelting and Refining Company for a twenty-year

2Y
Ibid.. June 18. 1919.28
Ibid.. November 1*., 191$•

29/ Ibid., December 3, 191$/ •
30 ' : ,
: Letter from the officers of the Mascot Mining Com

pany to the stockholders, February 12, 1916. Dos Cabezas 
file, Arizona Pioneers1 Historical Society, Tucson, Arizona.31 .....

Arizona Range News, June 16, 1916.
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tens* f* Increased production and many Improvements were report
ed under the new management, but on April 1, 1918, the lease

32was relinquished. No reason for this action was announced
at that time, but from information that has since been reveal -■ —  ■ • . ............

ed, one can assume that the lessee was losing money on the; 33 'proposition.
! By 1920, the Mascot Copper Comp any was in a very un
favorable financial condition. In a statement issued August
31, the assets were listed as $12,733 while liabilities were 

3li$472,780. state of affairs was undoubtedly due to
the management * s policy of trying to impress the stockholders 
with the amount of work being done on the property without re
gard to the efficiency of their operations. Some high grade
ore was encountered but not enough to justify the huge overhead3d
they were sustaining.

Ibid., April 5, 1918.
33“, Walter Harvey Weed, The Mines Handbook (New York: 

W. H. Weed, 1920), XIV, 172. Reported production for 1918 
was 13,278 tons containing three percent copper and 0.2 
ounces of silver.34 ’Ibid.,32~ 1924, p. 374-

Statement by Mortimer Wien, personal interview, Dos 
Cabezas, Arizona, February 18, 1928. Wien began working for 
Mascot in 1910 and continued in various capacities until the 
mine was closed in 1930. During this time, he observed many 
cases in which, in his opinion, the management used very poor 
judgment. At times the ore sent to the mill was not worth mining. . -



McCauley solved the financial problem, temporarily
at least, by a reorganization. The Central Copper Company,
with a capital stock of ten million dollars, was formed by
a merger of the Mascot Mining Company, the Western Finance

36Company, and the Associated Copper Company. The "new" 
company began operating on February 1$, 1919, and by Jan
uary, 1921*., McCauley reported that #**.,200,000 bad been spent

37on construction. This included a new mill, which was fin-
38ished in September, 1919.

Soon an item appeared in the newspapers to the ef
fect that Justice Guy of the Hew York State Supreme Court 
had "issued an order directing the Central Copper Company
of Arizona, Inc. to show cause why it should not be enjoin-

39ed from further selling its capital stock." This came
several Weeks after McCauley1s announcement that since the
company’s financial campaign had been completed, the general
offices would be moved to Dos Cabezas "in the interest of 

#k0economy. ^
The Hew York Supreme Court granted an injunction 

prohibiting further sale .of Central Copper Company stock in

3b
Weed, op. clt., 192**., p. 279.

37 — "The EL Paso Times, January 5, 192k.
38
Tombstone Epitaph. September 28, 1919.

39
Arizona Republican. January 30, 1921*..

1*0
Ajo Copper Hews. January 26, 1921*.
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that state on February 3, 1921*.. This was done on the grounds 
that, while ample funds had been available for some time.
the company had not developed Its properties sufficiently

1*1
to produce copper or determine their actual value. Mich
igan and California also refused to permit the sale of Cen-

.. . . _tral stock upon the advice of their engineers.
To allay the fears of its loyal stockholders who
#might have heard of these proceedings, the Board of Direct

ors of the Central Copper Company published a statement of 
conditions in the Copper Review, the company newspaper, which 
all of them received:

The facts are that the general condition of the mine 
is excellent...•Our costs are low and production satis
factory. There is no reason whatever for fear or ap-
nr«hens1 nn nn -hVift nart of nm» stockholders.prehension on the part of our stockholders.

In January, 1926, the management reported that 170
men were employed on construction work and that the number

awould be increased as more of the machinery arrived. A 
month later, about four hundred people were on the payroll
at Dos Cabezas, These, along with their families, made up 
an estimated population of a thousand at the. c a m p . T h i r t y

Weed, op. cit., 1921*., p. 279.
Ibid., p. 278.

IpCopper Review. June, 1925.
1*4 „The Mining Journal, January 28, 1926.
1*5Copper Review. February, 1926.

i
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more new hones were under construction in July*

Improvements completed by December of that year In
cluded a new power plant, a crusher, a concentrator, and an 
aerial tramway 8,281*. feet long to carry ore from the Elma 
Mine, which was located on the opposite side of the Dos Cab- 
ezas range. Also, a battery-operated electric locomotive re
placed the horses that had been hauling ore cars from the

1l7Consolidated tunnel.4"
These improvements had been completed for only a very 

short time when the promoters suddenly became less optimist
ic about the future of the operations. In a letter dated 
February 21, 1927, John W. Prout, the mine superintendent, 
informed the stockholders that since the selling price of 
copper and silver had dropped, it was advisable to extract
no more ore than was, necessary to pay current operating ex-

48,penses*  ̂ -. / , /
About a year later, it was announced that the South

western Securities Corporation, a holding company, had been 
organized for. the benefit of the loyal Central stockholders. 
This corporation would acquire control of the Consolidated 
Hational Bank in Tucson, a million dollar bank and office 
building,!a real estate and subdivision company, the Tucson

46 'Bisbee Review. July 1, 1926.47 . "■ ..Copper Review. December, 1926.
48

Ibid., Vole VI, Ho. 9 (no date).



Trust Company, and -over half the stock of the Central Copper 
k9.Company. This was followed hy the announcement that McCaul

ey, who was already Chairman of the Board of Directors of. 
the Consolidated National Bank and who owned seventy-five
percent of the stock in that institution, had been elected 

$0president. On February 1, all of the offices of the Cen
tral Copper Company, except for that of. the operating de
partment, were moved to Tucson. This was done, according

51to McCauley, in the interest, of greater efficiency.
Central stockholders were permitted’to trade their 

shares in for an equal amount of stock in the new corpora
tion on a two-for-one basis. The balance of the purchase
price could be paid one-tenth down and the rest in nine equ-

52al monthly payments. This gave them an opportunity "to 
secure stability and strength through high grade and sub
stantial types of investments which are sufficiently diver-

53slfled to practically eliminate . risk."

4.7Copper Review and Southwestern Progress, January1, 1928. —  "
50. ■ '
‘Arizona Daily Star. January 10, 1928.

' : 5i'Ibid.. January 22, 1928.
52 : : . I
Letter from T.. N. McCauley to stockholders in the 

Central Copper Company, Southwestern Progress and Copper Review, April, 1928. ~
53:Southwestern Progress and Copper Review. April,1928.
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- ' Production of the Central Copper Company In 1928 was
1,692 tons of ore yielding 60,$!^ pounds of copper, 1,339
ounces of silver, and 16 ounces of gold. Ho production was
reported in 1929, and in the latter part of that year, only 

. ....... . ti,twenty-slx men were employed. The total production of the
Mascot and Central Copper Companies during their twenty
years of operation was 3> £>00,000 pounds of copper and silver55
valued at #2^,000, for a total value of #750,000.

On January 21, 1932, a suit was brought against the 
Mascot Copper Company by the Southwestern Securities Corpor
ation for #1,071,600 plus interest and costs. The property 
of the Mascot Company was sold at public auction on February 
29, 1932, and purchased by the Southwestern Securities for 
♦100.000.56

The properties were acquired by j. B. Cook in 1936 
as the result of a suit brought against the Central Copper 
Company, the Southwestern Securities Corporation, and the 
Southwestern Metals Company. Then in January, 1937# they1 '. ' " ' ' 3

Lenox H. Rand and Edward B. Sturgis, The Mines Hand
book (Suffern, New York: Mines. Information Bureau, incorpor
ated, 1931), XVIII, 289.

25Morris J. Rising and Robert E. S. Heineman, Ariz
ona Metal Production, Arizona Bureau of Mines Economic Series 
^0. 1$, Bulletin No. 11̂ 0 (University of Arizona, Tucson, 
Arizona), VII, No. 2, p. 91.

. 56 - • "' :
Certificate of Sale No. 8379, filed March 1, 1932, 

by Fred A. Kenney, Sheriff of Cochise County, Arizona.
57,
Deeds of Real Estate, Cochise County, Arizona,

No. 120, pp» 4.93-98.



Were sold to Gladys M. Tout for an undlaolosed amount.^®
Since 1928, the only operations at the Central prop

erties have been on a small scale. For example, in 19%,
it was reported that E. I. Tout, a lessee, was shipping ab-59
out a carload of ore every six weeks. . ■ •

The Central Copper Company had over fifty thousand 
stockholders, most of them wage earners who were unaware of 
the speculative nature of their investment.^ While the com
pany was in its death throes, T. N. McCauley disappeared to
parts unknown. When no news of operations arrived for some

■ .. .... . .  1 ................. •• • -  • • - ■ - - - -

time and letters of inquiry went unanswered, the stockhold
ers began to realize that, their investment was one from 
which they could, expect no returns. Thus ended the mining 
venture upon which many people had placed their hopes.

Most of the heavy equipment at the aiines has been re
moved and sold for salvage, and only a few houses are left 
at the Mascot townsite. The Mascot and Western Railroad dis
continued operations in 1931, and the tracks were torn up
„ n 61 four years later.

156.

— ----
Ibid. . Ho. 123, pp. Ii.65-70 

*>9...Arizona Range News, November 2, 193k.60” :
Rand and Sturgis, op. cit., p. 289.

■ 61 . . ... .
See Arizona Range News, February 6, 1931; Arizona Republic, October 20,



Dos Cabezas, which had. been enjoying a cfertain degree 
of prosperity, soon dwindled to a ghost town. Many houses 
and business buildings have been torn down for materials or 
moved to other towns, so there is now but little left to 
tell the1tale.

Hopes for a revival of the district came in 1932
when the Consolidated Gold Mines Company, Limited acquired

62several of the largest gold properties. In 19%, thirty- 
five men were working at the old Dives Mine, which had been 
operated intermittently since 1877. Between twenty-five and 
thirty-five thousand dollars* worth of ore was shipped in

63December,; 1935- Three years later, nine hundred tons of 
ore per month'were: being produced, and a large rod mill and 
flotation plant were in operation. —  However, production 
was halted in November, 1938, and after some months of idle
ness, the property1 was leased to the Mines Development and 
Operating Company of Newark, Hew Jersey, for twenty-five 
year Si ̂

A number of other mines in the area such as the Gold 
Prince and the Le Roy have been worked at various times since

Shields, on. clt.. p. ii5. See also Arizona Range 
News, March 16, 193%. : ." 63 ' ■ / /; ■■ • .

Arizona Range News,February 8, 1932*
The Mining Journal, October 1$, 1938.
Shields, op» pit., pp. 45~%8.



the.l870*s.^ Except for occasional rich strikes, these 
properties have not been particularly profitable# Never
theless, they have, by providing work for local men and a 
market for supplies, contributed to the economy of the ne
ighboring towns. "

The Aravaipa Mining District, although located ap
proximately fifty miles northwest of Wllloox has still had 
its effect upon the town. It had its beginning in 1870
when Lewis Douglas struck a rich body of ore which contained

. 6 7mostly lead with some gold and silver. By 1881, the dis
trict had "come to the front" and was attracting a consid-

68enable amount of capital. A decline in the price of silv
er caused most of the mines to close for several years, but 
in 1896,' regular shipments were resumed. A few of the 
mines such as the Grand Reef, the Aravaipa, and the various 
properties of the Athletic Mining and Smelting Company have 
been operated on a fairly large scale. However, most of 
the mines in the district are small and are profitable to 
operate only when the metals they produce are in great dem- 
and* » *.

-gg—
* Eldred D. Wilson; J. B. Cunningham, and G. M. 

Butler, Arizona Lode Gold Mines and Gold Mining, Arizona 
Bureau of Mines Bulletin No. 157 (University of Arizona, 
Tucson, Arizona,; 1934)» P* 121.

67Ruth Mellenbruch, "Aravaipa Canyon— a Beauty 
Spot Near Willcox," Arizona Range News, October 31, 1941 •

68
Arizona Weekly Star, April 28, 1881.
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Many Willcox people have been Interested in the John

son Mining District# twenty-three miles southwest of their 
town# It had its beginning sometime in the *70*s when the 
richest ores were worked in a primitive way and hauled by ox 
team to distant shipping points#

By May, 1882, development work was in progress on a 
number of claims, including the Peabody Mine owned by the 
Russell Company. They were down to a depth of over a hun
dred feet and were running drifts for about seventy feet
each way oh a vein rich in copper and silver. A thirty-ton
smelter was in operation at this time at Russellville, about

69three miles south of the mine.
In March, 1883, the smelter was moved to a site only

about a hundred and fifty feet from the mine entrance, where
70it was believed there would be an adequate water supply.

The large well drilled at Russellville the year before had 
been found inadequate.*^"

A new townsite was laid out about one-fourth of a
mile from the mine. This town, which was named Johnson in
honor of the general manager of the company, soon had a

Letter from MH. T#n to the editor of the Tombstone 
Epitaph. May 20, 1882.

^ Tombstone Republic an; March 9, 1883.
Tombstone Epitaph. November 2$, 1882#



population of three hundred. Many homes and business estab-
72lishments were moved there from Russellville. .

The Republic Mine, northwest of the Peabody, was,dev
eloped by a German named George Sherrer and his partner, a Mr. 

73Joyce. One of the best producers in the district, it has
been sold and leased several times. : The Cobriza Development
Company, which had a lease during World War I, shipped five
thousand tons a month to the smelter at Douglas. They also
operated a short line railroad connecting with the main line

7kof the Southern Pacific at Dragoon.
The Black Prince Copper Company secured a number of

claims lying between the Peabody and Republic properties
1$and began production on a small scale in 1901. The Mam

moth Mine, which they developed, was leased to the Arizona 
Consolidated Copper Company, along with the Republic, for 
several years after 1905?# No adequate funds were set aside 
for development purposes, and when the surface deposits were

160

Tombstone Republican, March 9» 1883.
73Arizona Range News, March 27, 195>3»
^Robert B. 8.: Eeineman, "The Geology and Ore Depos

its of the Johnson Mining District, Arizona" (Unpublished 
Master * s Thesis, College of Mines and Engineering, Univers
ity of Arizona, 1927), p. 10.

75Arizona Range News, September 27, 1901.
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Toexhausted, these mines were shut down.

The Bonanza Belt Copper Company, which had been
working the Peabody Mine for a number of years, also closed
down at about the same time as Arizona Consolidated. John-

77son was idle until 1912, whei% operations were resumed.
By 1915* the high price of copper had caused a total of 
eight companies to become active, hiring approximately four 
hundred men.^ A number of tungsten mines were also oper
ating in the district.. It is estimated that at the peak of 
operation in 1917 there were five hundred people living in 
Johnson alone and about five thousand in the entire raining 
area.^ :. ; ; -

After World War I was over, the price of copper 
fell, and most of the mines in the district closed again.^ 
Small shipments of ore were made from some of them during 
the *20*s and *30*8, but extensive operations were not re
sumed until World War II brought an increased demand for
copper and zinc. In October, 1941, it was reported that01
the Republic Mine was working three shifts. A carload

7b
Arizona Daily Star, January 26, 1909.

77Arizona Range,Hews, August 16, 1912.
78

Ibid., Hovember 12, 191$.
79

Ibid., March 27, 19$3.80 ]
Tombstone Epitaph. January 19, 1919. 8l
Arizona Range Hews, October 31, 1941 •
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of ore, averaging from four to ten percent copper and six 
to eleven percent zinc was being shipped daily in June of 
the following year,^

The Republic and Black Prince properties were pur
chased by the Cypress Mines Corporation, and operations 
were begun in 1944 under the name of the Coronado Copper and 
Zinc Company. A hew 230-ton mill was placed in operation,
and a new mine known as the Moore Shaft was developed about

83a mile north of the Republic.
Operations have been continuous from then until the

present time, with the exception of a year beginning in 
June, 19l|.9, when a decline in the price of copper and zinc 
made a shutdown nece s sary. In May, 1955# ore was, being re
moved at the rate of 2I4.O tons a day by 343 men operating 
on two shifts.^ The company provides some housing, but
most of the enqployees live in neighboring towns, including

85Wlllcox and Benson.
A much more' prosperous district in its day was the 

Courtland-Cleeson mining region. Sometimes known as the 
Turquoise District, it is approximately thirty-five miles

02The Mining Journal, June 30, 19h2.
83Arizona Range Hews, March 27, 19

■ QIC" ... " . - : :
Ibid., May 20, 19#.
Ibid., March 27, 1953.8$



163
south of Willcox# Earliest production there probably con- 
slated of turquo!se gathered by the Indians. The first loc
ation was made in 1877 by John Collins, and four or five 
other claims were located the following year. Hot much ore 
was removed until 1883, when the Silver Bill,'Tbm Scott,
Glee son, and a few other smaller mines began producing con
siderable quantities of silver and lead from deposits near 
the surface. A decline in silver prices in the early nine
ties discouraged these operations for several years but ‘
probably stimulated interest in the development of copper

86properties.
John Gleason;of Willcox discovered the Copper Belle 

or Leonard deposit iix 1896. About $280,000 worth of ore con
taining four to seven percent copper was shipped during ' the

87next five years. In about 1901, the settlement which had
been known as Turquoise was moved to the southeast and renamed
__ 88Gleeson. . . .. • -

, The Shannon Company bbtaihed a five-year lease on the 
Copper Belle and eventually purchased it for about $100,000. 
Operations continued1 until 1922, when most of the best ores 
were exhausted.

. , . •. ■ V
—  86

Bldred D. Wilson, Geology. and Ore Deposits of the 
Courtland-Gleeson Region, Arizona , Art zona"Bureau of Mines 
Bulletin ^o. 123, Geological Series Ho. 5 (University of 
Arizona, Tucson; Arizona, 1927), p. 10.8? . ■

Ibid., p. 69.88 .
Ibid.. p. 11.
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. . In 1901, the Humboldt claim began to yield an Import
ant amount of copper. Intensive prospecting carried on in 
that area showed sufficient promise for both the Arizona 
Eastern and the El Paso and Southwestern to build branch 
lines into the district in 1909. Dp until this time, ’all the 
ore had to be hauled thirty miles in wagons to Cochise, the 
nearest shipping point.^

The town of* Courtland was also established in 1909 
at a location about' three miles north of Glee son. It was * 
named after Courtland Young, one of the owners of the Great

t » ■ ■ t • " ' I,Western Mining Company.
Bae building of railroads into the district greatly 

accelerated production for a time. However, in 1910, the 
Calumet and Arizona and Copper Queen companies closed down, 
reputedly because the type of ore they produced was suffer
ing a great loss in the smelting process. The Great Western
continued operations, with the 1911 production recorded at

, ox
Tombstone as $323,^-08.54* In 1912, the other companies"
reopened, and the district soon reached the peak of its cop-

92 1per production.

1 • " 1 ho ■ ' ' ■
ibid- :....
State historian1s notes on Courtland, Arizona. 

On file at the Arizona Pioneers1 Historical Society, Tuc
son, Arizona... . ; : 91 •. ■ - ' " - :

Courtland Arizonian, July 13* 1912.
Wilson, op. cit.. p. 11.



. . According to the 1910 census, the town of Courtland
93had a population of 9U 4., while Glee son had 600. Many fine 

homes and business buildings were constructed in both towns, 
and a school costing $65,000 was built in Gleason in 1918,^ 
However, by 1920, the larger mines had closed down and the 
district was on the decline. The census of that year1 show
ed that the Courtland precinct, covering somewhat more area
than the town, had a population of only I4.U1., and Oleeson had95
fallen to 381. In March, 1956, the ruins of a large brick 
store building and the jail were about all that remained at 
Courtland. Glee son still had a few houses scattered about 
among adobe ruins and.store foundations. The only business 
establishment operating was a small general store. ’ ,

From 1906 until 1926, the Courtland-Gleeson District 
produced copper worth $8,211,262 and $282,887 in lead; along 
with smaller amounts of other minerals.^ Since that time, 
most of the activity has been by lessees working the old 
claims on a small sokle. In March, 1956, three mines were 
being operated at Gleeson, the greatest activity, being at

93TJ.S. Bureau of the Census, Thirteenth Census of 
the United States: 1910.
■ """" -W . :Harry Christiansen, personal interview, Gleeson, 
Arizona, March 17, 1956. 1

U.S. Bureau of the Census, Fourteenth Census of 
the Tbaited States: 1920. Population, I,

96
Tombstone Epitaph, October 10, 1927•
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the, Shannon or M01d Gleeaon Mine,M where the Peru Lead and
Zinc Company was employing approximately fifty men. Ore
containing lead, silver, and manganese was being hauled to
Cochise by truck for shipment to Silver City, Hew Mexico,
for smelting. . The Tejon, formerly owned by Captain M. H.
McKLttrick of Will cox and the Costello or Glacoae Mine were

97also being worked. .
Considerable excitement was created In Will cox when 

the Commonwealth or Pearce Mine; located about twenty-five 
miles to the south,' was discovered In 1895 by John Pearce^ 
a Comlsh miner. After working at Tombstone for several 
years, he had invested In a cattle ranch. There he made a 
more or less accidental discovery of a rich ore outcropping 
The most common story is that he picked up a rock to throw 
at a cow, and noticing its unusual weight decided to have 
it assayed. When the report came back that it was ch 
in silver> he and his brother located six mining claims, 1 
including the famous Commonwealth, along the ridge from 
which the rock had come. A carload of ore taken from near 
the surface and shipped to El Paso yielded a hundred ounces 
in silver and one ounce In gold. A fifty-foot shaft sunk 
on the west end of the outcrop yielded ore similar to that

1 - » '■ r- ' ' ’; ' ' z 1  ̂‘ r ' v- - j -- Harry Christiansen, personal Interview, Glee son, 
Arizona, March 17> 1956.



of.the first shipment.-^ ;
When word of Pearce* s rich strike reached nearby 

towns, there was a great rush to file claims in the area, 
and the town of Pearce sprang up overnight. First it was 
merely tents, but later adobe and frame houses and business 
buildings were erected. Many houses were also moved in from 
Tombstone after the mines there had closed down.^ The Sul

167

phur Valley Hews reported early in 1896 that there were 
about a hundred and' fifty men in the camp. The John H. Hor
ton Company of Willcox had a store, and a saloon and two 
boarding houses were also in operation.10®

The activities at Pearce brought a considerable in
crease in business at Willcox, and the local business men 
were ; active in promoting their town as the supply and ship
ping point for the hew operations. When rumors were heard 
that the government planned to route the mail through Tomb
stone, a petition in favor of a daily mail route via Willcox 
was circulated in Pearce and "signed by nearly the entire
camp. wl°l

98 "Lewis A. Smith, "The Geology of the Commonwealth 
Mine" (Unpublished Master*s Thesis, College of Mines and 
Engineering, University of Arizona, 1927), p. 3

99Ethel Mac!a (as told to Mrs. J. M. Keith), 
"Tombstone in the Early Days." Arizona Cattlelog, V, Ho. 3 
(Hovember, 19^9), 10.100

Sulphur Valley Hews, January 28, 1896.ior —
Ibid., March 31, 1896.
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. Various financiers visited the Pearce property, in

cluding John Brockman of Silver City, New Mexico, who final
ly secured, an option for $275# 000, the. amount to he paid in 
two years from the proceeds of .the mine. Later, Brockman 
and his partners, R. , A. F. Penrose and D. M. Barringer, both 
of Philadelphia, made an offer of $2^0,000 cash, vdiich the 
Pearce family accepted. The partners then proceeded to org
anize the Commonwealth Mining and Milling Company, capital-

102ized at a million dollars. Among the stockholders were
three German counts, two professors at the University of

103Chicago,. and many other prominent men. . ...
The new owners were soon making regular shipments 

of ore. As Pearce had no railroad at this time, it was haul
ed sixteen miles north to Cochise in four wagon trains, each
train being drawn by twenty horses. This was continued un-

; 10lj.til the first mill was put into operation early in 1898.
Wood for fuel was hauled from the Chiricahua Mount

ains until 1898, when the boilers were converted to oil."*"^ 
This fuel was hauled from Cochise in tank wagons, one and a 
half carloads per day being required to keep the power plant

102
Smith, op. cit., p. 3.
\Ibid., pi k.
JEbld., p. 5.
Tbid# f . p ♦ 2*
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Transporting the mine payroll and bullion was a prob
lem because of the possibility of hold-ups. The Hortbn-Morg- 
an commercial Company of Willcox often hid the payroll in 
their regular freight shipments to confuse the outlaws. The 
bullion being shipped out was cast into two-thousand-ounce 
bars and hauled out in common farm wagons.

Although silver was selling at only sixty cents per 
ounce, it has been estimated that Brockman, Penrose, and Bar
ringer each made a million dollars a year until 1904. One
ore body was worth $22,000 a ton, while another stope produc-

107ed ore worth $5,606 in silver and an equal amount in gold.
During its peak years from 1897 to 1901*., the populat

ion of Pearce has been estimated at anywhere from one to
. 108- " v •„three thousand. It had become a typical wide open western 

town with sufficient saloons, gambling games, and prostitutes 
to keep the miners occupied chiring their leisure time. Be
cause of its inaccessibility, it had become the hideout of 
many outlaws, including the Burt-Alvord-Stiles gang. These 
men made a career of robbing trains, stealing horses, and

106 - . ■ ■Arizona Range News, March, 8, 1901.107 "''"
Edward J. Kelley, ’’The Pearce Mine," reprinted 

from Arizona Highways. December, 1930, in Arizona Range 
News. january 27 1931.108

Roscoe G. Mi 11 son, "Fortunes Were Found and Made 
,n the Old Commonwealth Mine," Arizona Days and Ways Magazine Arizona Republic), December 23,



mist ling cattle until the law finally caught up with them af-
109ter the famous Cochise train robbery.

On about January 1, 190lj.» the Ferrocarril Gananea,
Rio Yaqui y Pacifico was completed from Cochise to Pearce.
However, in that same year the Commonwealth began its decline.
m 110 The good ore above, the water level was nearly worked out.
Punqps with a capacity of four million gallons per day were 
installed; there was still water in the mine. Sometime in 
190#, as it was proving to be unprofitable to pump this vol
ume of water and the danger of a cave-in was increasing, the 
management decided to shut down. The expected cave-in occur
red ten days later

A lease on the'old tailings was subsequently granted 
to T. D. Swatling and A. Y. Smith, who built a cyanide leach
ing plant to process them. In 1906, the lease was extended

1X2to the mine and the mill. Large quantities of low grade 
ore were processed in the next few years.

The mine was purchased by the Montana To nop ah Mining 
and Milling Company in 1910 • A new 350-ton mill was built 
and a new shaft was sunk. ■= Operations were continued until

170

HU)9
Ruth Mellenbruch, "Pearce, Booming Town at Turn 

of Century, How Sleepy Community," Arizona Range Hews, March 
2k* 1950. . 1

' : 110 ‘ ' . ' A . V "Kelley, op. clt.......Ill ...
Sfaiith, op. clt., p. 6.
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1917* when, available ores had' diminished, in value to the point 
at which this company no longer considered it profitable to11 o
continue. :

In October of the same year, A. T. Smith leased the
mine in the name of the Commonwealth Development Company and
shipped approximately 115*000 tons of ore during the next ten 

Ilkyears. This lease continued until 1933* but little work 
was done after 1927. ' '

During the late thirties; several other companies 
subleased the tailings and treated them by the flotation meth
od. In I9I4O, the mine was also being operated on a mall 
scale, but when the United States entered World War II, the 
miners transferred to the copper mines. The 191*0 population 
was estimated at 660, but now the town is practically desert-

Other mining areas that had their Influence upon 
Willcox were those in the Chiricahua and Swisshelm Mountains, 
approximately forty-five miles ,to the south, and the fcevls 
District on the north side of the Dos Cabezas Mountains.

Even mining operations at Globe depended upon Will
cox as a shipping point until the Gila Valley, Globe, and

113Roscoe G. Willson, "The Old Commonwealth Mine 
Made Money by the Millions,M Arizona Days and Ways Magazine 
(Arizona Republic). December 30, 1^56. 

iHj.
Smith, op. cit., p. 8. .

. 11$
Letter by Jim Porter reprinted from the Gallia 

Times, Gallipolis, Ohio, by Arizona Range Mews, April 1*., 19l}.7.
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Northern Railroad was completed to Port Thomas in 1892. 
Freight was hauled from there to Globe until 1898, when the 
line was completed the rest of the way.

Great freight teams of oxen and mules, sometimes 
twenty or more hitched together and pulling three or four 
wagons, hauled copper to the railroad, where it was usually 
loaded directly onto cars. However, in about 1901}., the price 
of copper fell to seven cents a pound, and for about a year, 
very little of it was shipped out. Instead it was stacked 
in the streets like cordwood and became so covered with dust 
that one could hardly see what it was. Not much of it was 
stolen because the ingots weighed four hundred pounds apiece. 
Finally in 1902, the price of copper Improved, and it was 
shipped out.

On the return trip to Globe, the freighters usually
hauled coke for the smelters. It was stored in huge bins
along the railroad tracks. From the bins it was scooped up
with forks and loaded upon the wagons, often being piled

117twelve feet high, as it was very light.
Throughout the years, many other mines within a fif

ty mile radius of Willcbx have used it as their shipping 
point, and many local residents have been employed in mining

n s
Arizona Range News, December 22, 1933•

117--------- ---*----Harry 0. Parks, personal interview, Willcox, Ariz
ona, August 2, 1922.
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operations or In other types of work that are related to 
mining. The success of cattle raising and farming ventures 
in the area has also been partly due to the excellent mark
ets provided by mining camps. Therefore, although Will cox 
is not a mining town, that industry has had a great influ
ence upon its development.



CHAPTER VI

FARMING IN THE SULPHOR SPRINGS VALLEY

As early as 1892, some farming was being carried on 
in the Sulphur Springs Valley by miners who had "dropped the 
pick to seize the plow*" The Willcox Agricultural and Im
provement Company was subsequently organized to publicize 
the agricultural possibilities of the area and bring in set
tlers. Their efforts were not very successful, however, 
because of the scanty rainfall during the next decade.

The period of drought was broken in 1905 when 23.52 
inches of rain fell at Willcox, more than twice the'long-' 
term average for the Valley. As word of the abundant rains 
reached the East, the number of settlers began to increase.

The first area to be homesteaded extensively was the
' • • _ • ■ •• > ; - : ̂ . • / . , . . . . . . .  ^  :* '■ "

Kansas Settlement, which begins about five miles southeast 
of Willcox at the edge of the dry lake and extends about

Arizona Republican, Resources Edition, lo92, p. 10.
' ... 2 . V !Southwestern Stockman, January 13, l&9k- 3 ' -

Official Reports of the United States Weather Bu
reau Observer, furnished by D. F. Mellenbruch, Willcox, 
Arizona.

If . ' . -V  ̂ h  • : .
Statement by Frank Tillotson, personal interview, 

Willcox, Arizona, November 11, 1955.



fifteen miles to the foothills of the Dos Gabezas and Chlri- 
cahua ranges. Obviously, it received this name because most 
of the people locating there were from the Sunflower State.

B. H. Tillotson of Oletha# Kansas, was tlM principal 
promoter, persuading his relatives and friends to take ad
vantage of the opportunity of settling this fertile area.
Jack Hawberry surveyed the land, located the settlers, and 
gave them the proper section numbers so they could file their 
homesteads with L. V. McCourt, the District Land Commissioner?

By the spring of 1906, a steady stream of farmers 
was arriving to take up homesteads in the valley. Continuing 
rains and the discovery of artesian water were incentives 
for the great influx. Many of them also believed that a re
clamation district would eventually be established and those 
locating before this was done would stand to profit thereby. ̂

By 1908, many settlers were locating northwest of 
Willcox in what has come to be known as the Stewart District. 
New communities such as Lompoc and McAlister sprang up prac
tically over-night, with enough people in them that post of
fices were established. A school was also in operation at

7McAlister in 1911.

5 :’vv-Ibid.
6 ' ■ ‘

Arizona Range News, March 9* 1906. -
• 7 .. ■ ■ ■Ibid., December 1, 1911.

175



• • Although water could be obtained from shallow wells
In most of the valley, there was ho practical way of pump
ing enough of it for extensive Irrigation. The amount of 
rainfall had diminished after the unusually wet years of 
1905 through 1907, ahcl most of the settlers resorted to dry 
farming methods. Various crops such as com, wheat, beans, 
and alfalfa were tried with varying degrees of success. 
Eventually, most of the farmers gave it up as a losing bat- 
tie. In one township that had about sixty h<mesteads,' only 
two of the original settlers remained.^ Those who stayed 
either converted their farms into cattle ranches or began 
irrigation on a small scale.

The first artesian well in the Sulphur Springs Valley 
was developed in 1883'by W. J. Sanderson. Although only 38 
feet deep/ it produced lj.0,000 to $0,000 gallons in twenty-

I Q -, ' .... ■four hours. Several years later, one was drilled to a 
depth of 160 feet at the 0. T. Ranch, five miles west of 
Willcox. This well flowed at an estimated rate of 200 gal
lons per minute and supplied enough water for hundreds of 
cattle.11 1 ' -
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Statement by Prank Tiliotson, personal interview, 
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Leila Moore Kirtland, 8Golden Wedding Anniversary 
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- ; . 95i@ success of these cmd other wells encouraged many
homesteaders to seek artesian water for irrigation purposes 
after the evident failure of dry faming. In 1915# for ex
ample, Leonard Berry in the Kansas Settlement drilled a 61j.O-

' 12foot well that produced 70 gallons per minute. Evidently 
this was as great a flow as could be expected from an artes
ian well in that area, but it was not enough for extensive 
irrigation. - r . ;; ;

An unusual experiment was carried on in 1906 in an 
effort to develop an inexpensive source of power for irrig
ation. A Mr. Post from Boston appeared in Willcox one day 
with plans for building a solar motor. This mechanism was 
designed to utilize the heat of the sun*s rays to generate 
steam power.*  - - ' -• . . . .  . . , , , •

Burt Parker, a local mechanic, was hired to construct
tiie machine on the John May ranch about eight miles south
west of town. A huge reflection disk thirty-six feet in 
diameter caught the sun* s rays and .focused them upon a cop- 
per boiler six inches' in diameter and twelve feet long.
The steam thus generated was piped to a six-cylinder marine 
engine, which was used to operate a pump. It required con
siderable patience and ingenuity on the part of Parker, but
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12 :Tombstone Epitaph. April 11, 191$.
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Ji® finally completed the construction. ; ~

The machine worked amazingly well. Once the mirror 
was focused upon the sun, a clock movement kept it in focus 
for the rest of the day. The sun1 s heat started steam in 
seven seconds, and full pressure would be built up in twenty 
seconds. Before the motor was placed in operation, a tank 
with a dam across the far side had been constructed to store 
the water. When the pump was started, the water gushed out 
with such force that the dam was t o m  out. It was not repair 
ed, and as the pump was throwing out 1500 gallons per min
ute, a large area was soon flooded. , Some of this water was 
utilized for the irrigation of corn, watermelons, and other 
crops, with great, success. : ' ’
I-. • In spite of these developments, John May was not'im
pressed and decided to return to the Midwest. Judge S. W. 
McCall then had the machine moved to the Esperanza Ranchi 
where he used the water to irrigate pink beans. Everything 
was satisfactory until one day a severe hail storm not only
destroyed the bean crop but broke every glass in the reflect-

:
or. (It had lj.,800 of them.) The solar motor was, strangely
enough, never restored to working order, and the company

13that had promoted it went bankrupt. ,

Arizona Range Hews, July 12, 1941*
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Apparently the world, or the Sulphur Springs Valley at least, 
was not ready for solar power at that time.

Early Irrigation In the valley was mainly from shal
low wells with windmills or small gasoline engines pumping 
from 300 to 2,000 gallons per m i n u t e . I n  the Kansas Set
tlement, most of it was along a sandy ridge a short distance
back from the dry lake, because a good supply of water was

15available there only twenty feet below the surface. Few 
farmers installed large pumping plants because the cost of 
operation was prohibitive. : ’

As early as 1911, many were convinced that electrici
ty provided by a central power plant would reduce the cost

16of pumping to a more practical level. However, an attempt 
to obtain financial backing for such a plant was unsuccess
ful. ;

Finally, in 1§38, the idea was revived, largely 
through the efforts of A. Mark Bliss, the county agricultur
al agent. On October 18 of that year, a group of valley 
residents signed the articles of incorporation of the Sul-

17phur Springs Valley Electrical Cooperative. As soon as

1$
Ibid. .Farming Supplement, January 5> 1912.

13> ,Frank Tillotaon, personal interview, Villcox, 
Arizona, November 11,'1955•16

Arizona Range News, March 10, 1911 •
17 " — ------Ibid., October 21, 1938.



i8d.
suTficient membership was obtained to insure the success of 
the venture, the articles of incorporation were filed and of
ficers chosen. R. R. Harbour of Willcox was elected presi
dent; J. B. Seale of Elfrida, vice-president; and Mrs. C.' M.

. - n O ;
Byrd of Willcox, secretary and treasurer.

Upon application to the Rural Electrification Admin
istration of the federal government, a loan of ${.88,000 was 
granted for the construction of a power plant and 269 miles 
of distribution lines. The original plans called for a 
diesel power plant at Willcox, but eventually it was decid
ed to use natural gas for fuel, and the plant location was 
changed to McHeal, fifty miles to the south. It was plac-

pi'
ed in operation on July 18, 19lj.O. Only 138 members were

• ■ ' r' -- - fconnected at this time, but by October 31# 1941# the number 
had increased to 490

The Sulphur Springs Valley Electrical Cooperative 
has been continually expanding since the beginning of its 
operations. In 1943# the properties of the Arizona Public 
Service Company in Willcox, Benson, and St. David were

IB
Ibid., December 2, 1938.

19” ™Ibid.. May 19; June 9, 1939.
20
Arizona Producer-Farmer, XVIII, Ho. 24 (February 

3, 1940), 77"21
Arizona Range News, July 19# 1940.

^2Ibid., October 31. 1941.



23acquired. An additional power plant, located four miles
south of Cochise, was placed In operation In 19lt£, giving

2kthe system a total of 4,300 kilowatts. As of September
2530, 1954# the cooperative had 3,8$0 customers.

The number of Irrigation pumps had Increased from 16$ 
In 1945 to 237 In 19*?1?> with an increase In pump age from 
8,000 to 38,000 acre feet. Irrigated acreage in 1951 total
ed about 14,000 acres,' of which 11,000 were in the Stewart 
District and the balance mostly in the Kansas Settlement. 
Wells in the Stewart District averaged 200 feet, while the 
older ones in the Kansas Settlement averaged 100 to 200 feet. 
However, some of the newer ones In the latter area are $00 
to 7$0 feet deep. ' '
* As a result of this increased pumping, the water lev

el declined about 19 feet in the Stewart District and 2 feet 
in the Kansas Settlement between 1946 and 19$1.^ According 
to an editorial written by D. F. Mellenbruch in 19$2, this 
was not a dangerous drop in the water table, but the situa
tion could bear watching. It was pointed out that if the

. ', -
underground water were overdrawn, there would be no place to
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2> • " . ....
Ibid.. June 23, 1943.
Ibid., September 10, 1948.
Ibid., November $, 19$4.

26 'See Arizona Farmer, XXIV, No. 22 (November 17, 
1945)» 12; also The Ohderfyound Water Resources of Arizona, 
Report by the Underground Water Commission, 2uth"Legislat- 
ure, 2nd Reg. Seas., January 1, 19$3, pp. 54-55.



go jfor relief. The Sulphur Springs Valley has to depend upon
27the rain in its own watershed.

Before World War II the only successful farming wor
thy of note was in a few scattered areas near Willeox in the 
north basin and around Elfrida and McNeal in the south basin. 
The war brought about ah increase in agricultural prices and
increased the demand for land, especially that suitable for

28cotton. This, along with the economical source of power 
provided by the Sulphur Springs Valley Electrical Cooperative, 
led to a great increase in the acreage under cultivation.
The trend continued after the war, and by 1949» it was esti
mated that 15,000 acres had been developed in the valley. Of 
this, from 7$000 to 8,000 acres were in cotton, and most Of
the balance in various vegetables, including chili, beans,

29peas, and so on. The 1950 census showed that Cochise County 
led all other Arizona counties in expansion through the pre
ceding five years, when it was calculated on a percentage bas
is. In 19hh, there had been 8,260 acres under irrigation,

30and by 1949 this had increased to 25,297 acres.
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27D. F. Mellenbruch, "Does This Valley Need a Ground 
Water Code?," Arizona Range News, January 18, 1952.

28 —Valley National Bank Publicity Department, "Will- 
cox and the Arizona Heritage," Arizona Range News, January
28, 1952.

29Arizona Farmer, XXVIII, No. 12 (June 1, 1949)» 33*
30 •

Ibid., XXX, No. 21 (October 13, 1951), 31.



Truck fanning and fruit growing were being carried 
on in the Willcox area as early as 1908. In that year, J.
W. Angle of the Willcox Realty Company attended the National 
Irrigation Congress at Albuquerque, New Mexico, as a deleg
ate, taking along pumpkins, apples, pears, etc. for a dis-

31play advertising the Sulphur Springs Valley*
The lack of a suitable market kept vegetables from

being grown successfully on a large scale until about 1928.
Cauliflower was produced experimentally in that year, and by

32the next season, it was being shipped out by the carload.
The production of tomatoes was encouraged in 1933 when two 
local canning plants began operations. The one operated by 
R. R. Harbour on his farm was capable of packing a thousand

33cans a day. Many other such crops could probably be grown 
with equal success. At the present time (May, 1957) # the 
first commercial planting of lettuce is being harvested and 
processed at a new vacuum packing plant that has been built 
in Willcox. Two hundred and ten acres of regular head lettuce 
and thirty acres of romaine were planted on an experimental 
basis by Cochise Lettuce Growers, a firm of Phoenix financie^.

Arizona Range News, October 2, 1908.
32 ~Douglas Daily Dispatch, November 10, 1929.
33Arizona Range News, September 29, 1933.34” “Arizona Republic, May 10, 1957.



. . Spice fanning was begun on a large scale in 191*1 > when
European sources of supply were cut off by the war. That 
first year, 125> acres were planted in chill, 30 in paprika, 
and 10 in sage.^

Chili seemed,to!be the most profitable, so the next
year three hundred acres were planted. The Ben Bur Company
built a dehydrating plant at Elfrida to process the crop,
which was estimated to be worth fifty thousand dollars to the 

36growers. By 191*.$, nine thousand acres of chili peppers’
were planted and another dehydrating plant had been built'by

37C. L. Pratt of Los Angeles.
In 19l*.8, green chill peppers were grown for shipment 

to canneries, and a year later, Stewart L. Brockman was pack-
38 'ing forty thousand cans a day at his plant in Elfrida.

During the peak years for chili products, many growers made
39a profit of four hundred dollars an acre. The market went

down in 19$1, however, and many of the farmers turned to the
hOproduction of cotton instead.

181*.

Arizona Farmer-Producer, XX, No. 21*. (November 22, 
191*1), 11. —36Ibid., XXI, No. 21 (November 7, 191*2), 18.

37Ibid., XXIV, No. 11 (June 2, 191*.$), 11.
36Arizona Range News, September 16, 19l*.9.39

Arizona Farmer, XXIV, No. 22 (November 17, 191*.$),
22. 40Ibid., XXX, No. $ (March 3, 1 9 $ D , 1*4.

/
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. . While various types of truck farming dominated the
agricultural scene for many years, some grains and forage 
crops have been grown extensively in the valley to provide 
supplementary feed for the cattle ranches. Alfalfa grows 
particularly well, as do higeria, kaffir corn, and maize.
With the advent of extensive irrigation, wheat, barley, and 
oats also came into their own.

Specialized types of agriculture such as dairying, 
bee-keeping, and poultry-raising have also been carried on 
successfully, but on a small scale. Perhaps in future years 
they will play a more important part in the economy of the 
valley. f

During the past decade, however, cotton has been the
most important crop. The first unsuccessful attempts at its
production were made in the middle twenties. They ended'1 in
failure for various reasons, mainly the inexperience of the
farmers and low prices.^" In 1936, J. G. Anderson planted an
acre of cotton on his ranch five and a half miles west of
Willcox, When a bale and a quarter of cotton were harvested

h2from it in the fall, local Interest in the crop was renewed. 
Other farmers experimented with it during the next ten years. 
In 19^2, for example, three farms in the county were report
ed as growing cotton, with a total of fifty-seven acres

— « -Arizona Range News, April 2, 19l|8.
Ibid., November 4, 1936.42



k3producing thirty-one bales.
The boom did not come until 1947* when two thousand 

acres were planted^.,producing approxlmately-Dneobalecperx'
Mi -acre. The success of this crop not only encouraged more 

local farmers, to plant cotton the following year but also 
brought many newcomers into the area from New Mexico and Tex-45as. As a result, acreage was tripled, with production
amounting to 6,200 bales in 1948. By this time, two gins
were operating in the valley, one at Elfrida and the other
in the Stewart District about eight miles northwest of Will- 

46cox.

186

Further increases in acreage in 1949 created a sev
ere labor shortage at picking time. Since the cotton ripens 
several weeks earlier in warmer areas, the workers were at
tracted there first. Furthermore, better housing was provid
ed for them in the more established growing areas. The fol
lowing year, the situation was much the same. By the end of
October, one gin had processed only fifty-two bales of cotton,47while there was an estimated five thousand bales to be picked.

TJ.S. Bureau of the Census, Agricultural Census of 
the United States: 1945* County Table II, I, 1057

30.

30.

*P|r
Arizona Farmer,XXVIII, No. 18 (September 13, 1949),

45Arizona Range News, November 19, 1948.
^Arizona Farmer, XXVIII, No. 18 (September 13, 1949),
47Arizona Range News, October 27, 1950.



The. situation was finally relieved by pickers coming In after 
the work had been finished In other areas.

In 1952, the Arizona State Employment Service sent a 
representative to assist in recruiting labor. This assist
ance, along with the increased use of mechanical cotton pick
ers, alleviated the labor situation somewhat. The following 
year, more than five hundred Mexican nationals were brought 
into the Willcox area. Although the cotton farmers protested 
at having to pay them the three dollars per hundred pounds 
set by the Secretary of Labor, they did solve the labor prob
lem A ®  Most of the hand picking since that time has been 
done by the braoeros, as very few other itinerant workers 
have been available. 3 ..

The valley, because of its relatively high elevation, 
has a short growing season. ' However, a variety of cotton 
known as New Mexico 1$17» which commands a premium price on 
the market, can be grown successfully.4" With the drilling 
of deeper wells which deliver 2,000 to lj.,000 gallons per min
ute, it is believed that the water supply will continue to 

50be adequate.
The chief limiting factor on cotton production has

— P
.Ibid., November 20, 1953•

1*9Valley National Bank Publicity Department, op. cit.
“Cotton Boom in Cochise County,” Arizona Farmer, 

XXXII, No. 9 (April 25, 1953), 1.
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been the cutback In acreage imposed by the Production and 
Marketing Administration of the United States Department of 
Agriculture. It is based upon a percentage of the average

Springs Valley was just getting started in 1947» the cutback

in the state. In 195>*?> the valley, with its 299 growers.

in the agricultural economy of the Sulphur Springs Valley
but not to the exclusion of other crops. Since the decrease
in cotton production, there has been a proportionate increase
in the acreage of forage crops such as alfalfa and sorghum.
Some farmers have also experimented with various vegetables.
It is believed that the operator of the family type farm with
diversified crops, and the farmer-rancher, who raises his own
crops for supplemental feeding, will probably be the most

52successful in agriculture here in the years to come.

during the years 194-7 through 1952. Because the Sulphur

has been more severe than for the other cotton growing areas

was allotted 9,950 acres as opposed to an estimated 18,000
51acres that were planted in 1952.

Cotton will undoubtedly remain an important factor

See "Cotton Production is Still Moving West,"Ariz
ona Range News, September 19, 1952. Also see Arizona Range

vember 4-> 1955. 52
Valley National Bank Publicity Department, op. cit.



CHAPTER VII:

COMING OP AOE, 191̂ -19l|.5

While ranches, farms, and mines were being developed 
in the surrounding area, Willcox was striving to maintain it
self as the business center of the Sulphur Springs Valley.

Agitation for incorporation was apparently sparked 
by S. N. Kemp in an editorial appearing in the Arizona Range 
News on May 6, 1910. He pointed out many needs of the town, 
including fire-fighting apparatus and building restrictions, 
"the expense of which should be borne by all in proportion

. ias they are benefited.” • '
The proposition was subsequently brought up'in a 

meeting of the Board of' Trade and unanimously approved. Op
position and delays were encountered, however, and not until 
five years later was the necessary petition brought before 
the Board of Supervisors. On May 3, 1915# the town'was duly 
incorporated, and six counoilmen were appointed to act until 
an election could be held the following year. They were H.
L. McCoy, H. A. Morgan, J. W. Angle, A. A. Nicholson, and L.

2V. McCourt.

1 " :
Arizona Range News, May 6, 1910.
2
Ibid.. May 7, 1915.
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The first city council meeting was held on May 12 in 

the office of the Angle and Bush Lumber Company. H. L. McCoy 
was selected as clerk and H. Ai Morgan as mayor. They im
mediately adopted ordinances specifying the time and plate 
of future meetings, the duties of various officials, and sal-
. . V .aries to be paid to city employees. It is interesting to 
note that the third ordinance to be passed was nto restrain 
and regulate the running at large of dogs.

At the time of its incorporation and for the next two 
or three years, Willcox was growing steadily, as indicated by 
newspaper reports of new home construction. Then the popula
tion leveled off and even declined somewhat as the failure 
of dry farming became evident. Also, the Mascot Copper Com
pany curtailed production at about the same time. Ho pop
ulation for the town itself was given in the 1910 census,

kbut the population of the precinct was 1,632. In 1920, 
Willcox had a population of 90$, while the precinct had drop
ped to 1,303.^

During the early twenties, financial conditions be
came even more unfavorable, and many business establishments

3
Ibid., May lL, 1915.

kU.S. Bureau of the Census, Thirteenth Census of the 
United States: 1910. Population, II, 71.

Ibid., Fourteenth Census of the United States: 1920. 
Population, 1, 150.

f.



were forced to file bankruptcy. Unemployment was not relieved 
until the Mascot Copper Company reorganized and resumed pro
duction. Prosperity was short-lived, as the 1929 depression, 
along with a severe drought, caused a renewal of the downward 
trend. The population of the town had decreased to 806 in

Not until 1939 did Willcox begin to grow again. In
that year, twenty-five or thirty new houses were built and

7many more were remodeled and enlarged. Rural electrifica
tion and the paving of the Stein1 s Pass road brought many new
comers the following year, and housing became scarce in spite
of the new construction'; The auto courts and hotels were hard

8 ,pressed to provide lodging for the overflow. The 1940 oen-
■ ' ■ ' V  ■ . o  .........................

sus gave Willcox a population of 884.
The housing shortage continued during World War II 

and the period immediately following it. Once in 1945» for 
example, the Arizona Range News published a plea for local 
residents to rent their extra rooms to tourists who could not 
be provided with accommodations at the hotels and tourist

5“Ibid., Sixteenth Census of the United States: 1940. 
Population, 1, 91.
• ~ " 7 V': w . r.Arizona Range News, February 2, 1940.8

Ibid., August 16, 194°•
9U.S. Bureau of the Census, Sixteenth Census of the 

United States: 1940. Population, I, 91. . ~
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courts 10
192

A number of new business buildings had been erected 
shortly after the incorporation of the town. Among them 
were two new bank buildings, the Gersbach Block, the Moyer 
Block, and the Masonic Temple. Very few were added during 
the twenties and thirties because of unfavorable economic
conditions. Construction was on the upswing in 19lj.O when 
World War II and the resultant shortage of materials brought 
it to a standstill again.

Contributing considerably to development of property 
were the two banks operating in the city from 1915 until 1920. 
The Willcox Bank and Trust Company’s business expanded until 
in 1916 they found it necessary to move to more spacious 
quarters. A portion of the building occupied by the Horton- 
Morgan Commercial Company was remodeled for the purpose.
The interior of this establishment was destroyed by fire in 
1928. Fortunately, all money, papers, and valuables were

j • : , ■ 1 2rescued, and the property loss was covered by insurance."
The Central Bank, originally organized as a branch * 11

Arizona Range News, December 21, 19^5.11
See Arizona Range News, March 3, 1916; March 23,

1917- 12 —Arizona Daily Star, January 20, 1918.



of. the Central Bank of Phoenix in 1915# warn incorporated aa 
a local institution two years later.

The Riggs Bank was organized by the Riggs Brothers 
in 1920 and controlled by them until 1931, when they sold a 
controlling interest to Dana T. Milner, president of the

Ij,Bank of Bowie. ^ Although it closed along with the others 
during the "banking holiday" of 1933, it was reopened in a 
short time as the Bank of Willcox.^ After being accepted 
as a member of the Federal Reserve System in December of the 
same year, it continued to operate as an independent bank un
til June lf>, 1936. At that time, ownership passed into the 
hands of the Valley National Bank of Phoenix, and it is now 
operated as a branch office of that system. This has been 
the only bank in Willcox since 1933, sis the others did not 
reopen after the "banking holiday."

Following World War I, the recession forced a number
of stores out of business in Willcox, including the Norton-

* ' ' ■
Morgan Commercial Company, which had been operating since 
i860. A receiver was appointed by the Superior Court on

13 "
Arizona Range News, October 19, 1917.llj.
Ibid., June 5, 1938.
Charles W. Pine, "A Generation of Growth," Ariz

ona Range News, June 8, 1956.
“  t :6—  ^ KSee Arizona Range News, December 1$, 1933? June 5, 
1936. “
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Kovember 20, 1923, upon petition of the Will cox Biuak and 
17Trust Conpany.

The Ill-fated Valley Creamery Company was organ! zed
in 191$ to buy and sell milk and cream and to manufacture
various dairy products, including butter, ice cream, and 

18cheese. To encourage dairy farming, the management import
ed dairy cows, which were sold to farmers on a time payment 
plan.-

The creamery, which was built as an addition to the
ice plant, was destroyed by fire in less than a year. When
it was rebuilt a short: time later, a two-ton cold storage

IQplant was added. 7 Output was Increased until in 1924, three
, 2 0thousand pounds of butter a month was being churned. 1 The

business failed in a few years, however, probably because of
an inadequate cream supply and generally unfavorable econo-

21mic conditions*
In spite of hard times, the city continued to develop 

and the demand for public utilities increased. Willoox was

17
Tombstone Epitaph, November 20, 1933*18 ----------- ----
Arizona Range News, October 18, 1915*

. 19"; ' Ibid., October 6, 1916.
20 —

' Tombstone Epitaph, November, 1924.
21

Statement by Dr. J. C. Wilson, personal interview, 
Willoox, Arizona, May 2$, 1957.



.. . ,; ,, : ... 195
without electricity from 1902, when the old Wllloox Lighting,
Pumping and Ice Company ceased operations until 1926, when
Ritter and Walker began operations. Although Nell McMillen
had been granted a franchise for a power plant in 1917* he

22had never made use of it. The plant was sold to the North
Continent Utilities Company, along with the Bowie and Benson

23systems, on May 1, 1930. Later these systems were merged 
into the Southern Arizona Public Service Company.

A proposal for the purchase of the plant by the city 
was turned down by the voters in 191*2, in spite of the possi
bility that electricity could be purchased from the R. E. A. 
and sold at a profit of approximately #7,500 a year. Argu
ments against the purchase were that extensive rewiring would
have to be done if the system were tied in with the R. E. A.

. ' ' 2kand that the value set on the old plant was too high. Two
years later, it was purchased by the Sulphur Springs Valley

: 2<Electric Co-op, Inc.
Although the situation had been discussed many" times

throughout the years, Willcox was still without a sanitary' : ■ :
22Statement by Mrs. J. C. Wilson, personal inter

view, Willcox, Arizona, May 25, 1957.
23Arizona Range News, May 9, 1930.
21*.

Ibid.. July 25, 191*1.
25Ibid., June 23, 19l*-3.



sewer system in 1937. In that year, a meeting was called by 
the Chamber of Commerce to discuss the possibility of instal
ling one under a P. W. A. loan and grant. Everyone present
was in favor of submitting the proposition to the city’s

?6>property taxpayers.
The city council discovered, however, that no feder

al grant was available. Since the estimated cost of a treat
ment plant was $66,000, they did not believe it financially 
possible to install a complete system at that time. There
fore, the possibility of an installation for the business

27 ' ~ ’district alone was considered. '
No action was taken until May, 1938, when an improve

ment district was created to install the proposed system in 
the downtown area. A preliminary survey was made, and upon
approval of the majority of the property owners, the city

28council ordered the project to be carried out. The system, 
including a disposal plant, was completed in November, 1939, 
Other improvement districts were added in 19^8 and 1955# so 
that all of the city except a small area in the northeast

26Ibid., August 6, 1937.
27ibid., August 13. 1937.
28Ibid.. June 2, 1939.
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29corner now has sewers.

Very little was done to Improve the streets until 
1933, when the Reconstruction Finance Corporation provided 
funds for the gravel surfacing of sixty blocks of streets 
under its unenployment relief program. In December of that 
year, between sixty-five and seventy men were at work on 
this project.^0 -

In 1935, a proposal was made by the W. P. A; for the 
paving of thirty-two blocks of city streets. Under the pro
posal, the federal government was to provide $36,000 for 
labor and $9,5>00 for materials, while the city was to pro
vide $9,500 for materials, all equipment necessary, and a

31superintendent. The city council approved the project at
first but later repealed their decision on the grounds that

32it was too much to attempt at that time. Not until 1941, 
when local citizens were looking forward to the completion 
of the Stein1 s Pass road, was Haskell Avenue finally paved. .

Along with the improvement of streets came interest 
in public buildings and parks. The city hall, an attractive

------------------
Statement by Wallace Lundquist, personal interview, 

Willcox, Arizona, May 2$, 1957.
30
Arizona Range News, December 11, 1933.

31—  ' . •Ibid.» September 20, 1935.
32 • ■

Ibid., December 6, 1935.



one-storey stuccoed building was constructed In 1938 with the 
help of W. P. A. funds. Located near the center of town. It 
houses the justice court, the office of the city clerk, the 
fire department, the city police, and the Northern Cochise. 
County branch, of the sheriff*s department.

Will cox had no city park until the creation of Rail
road Park, so called because of its location between Railroad 
Avenue and the Southern Pacific tracks. This area, extending 
from Haley Street on the west to Stewart Street on the east, 
was, until 1928, merely a low spot that filled with water 
when it rained. Needless to say, it produced an excellent 
crop of weeds each year.

In spite of an attempted injunction for the purpose of 
stopping them, the city council secured an easement from the 
railroad and proceeded to fill the water hole with cinders. 
After these had been covered with topsoil, trees and shrubs 
were set out and the area seeded. 1

Today, the trees have reached considerable size, and 
benches have been provided beneath them so that both local 
people and those traveling through may enjoy the shade. A 
former eyesore is now a place of beauty and a great asset to 
the community*

Memorial Park, located behind the Woman's Club Build
ing, was dedicated to the young men of the community who gave 
their lives in World War II. Completed in 19$0 by the com
bined efforts of various local organizations and civic minded
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individuals, it is-equipped with picnic tables, a fireplace, 
and other conveniences. - - •

Another excellent addition to the recreational facil
ities of the city was the swimming pool built on the south 
end of the athletic field back of what is now the junior high 
school. Completed in 19^1, it is eighty feet long and thirty 
feet wide, large enough to accommodate a considerable number 
of swimmers on hot summer afternoons.

As the town grew, so did the need for fire protect
ion. Willcox haid no? motorized fire fighting equipment until
in 1928, when a used' Reo fire engine was purchased in Long

33Beach, California. ' The volunteer fire department was re
organized and trained in the use of the new equipment, with 

" the result that losses from fire were greatly reduced. In
1936, a new fire station in conjunction with the city hall 
was built with money raised through dances and other projects 
to supplement W. P. A. funds.^

The old Reo fire truck was replaced in 191*6 by a new 
outfit mounted on a Ford chassis and equipped with a'Mercury 
motor. It has a four-hundred gallon water tank and will

35- pump four hundred gallons a minute. Also, in recent years,• .. ■ - ■

_  —

Harry 6. Parks, personal interview, Willcox, Ariz
ona, March 31, 1956.
'■ ' 3lj.

Arizona Range Hews, April 27, 1951*
35Ibid., June 11, 191*6.
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many additional fire hydrants have been placed in strategic 
locations to provide an adequate water supply almost anywhere 
in town.,

Educational needs also increased with the expanding 
population. Willcox High School, which had started with 
seven students in 1908, had grown to an enrollment of fifty- *

: 36one in the fall of 191$. After an inspection by a repres
entative of the University of Arizona in 1916, it was fully 
approved and accredited. The average dally attendance had 
risen to one hundred and eight by the school year of 1921-22. 
The building was remodeled and enlarged for that term at a 
cost of $100,000.^7

As time went on, various vocational courses such as 
home economics, commercial subjects, and shop were added to 
the curriculum. Agriculture was first offered in 1930, and 
the program was expanded in 1937> when a new building contain
ing a class room, a farm shop, and a tool room was built by 
the W. P. A.38 !

The Willcox Public Library was started by the Woman* s 
Club in 1923 with books donated by public-spirited individuals

35
Ibid., September 17» 191$•

37James Walter Black, "History of Education in Co
chise County," (Unpublished Master*a Thesis, College of Edu
cation, University of Arizona, 19l|.0), p. $$.38

Arizona Range Hews, September 3, 1937.
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and organizations. These books were first placed upon the 
shelves of the high school library and made available to the 
public two nights a week. When more space was needed, the 
library was moved to the lower floor of the Masonic Hall, 
where the city council met. Hpon completion of the hew com
munity center in 1937, the library was moved to its present 
location in that building. This Institution, which how con
tains over seven thousand volumes, is supported entirely by 
donations, and librarians work on a voluntary basis.^

Since its founding in 1911, the Willcox Womah*s Club 
has been very active in civic affairs. Not only hav^ they 
cooperated in most worthwhile community projects such as Red 
Cross and war bond drives, but have also sponsored art ex
hibits, flower shows, parties for children, etc., as*well 
as promoting the public library.

Soon after the club was organized, the members began 
to plan for the building of a club house, not for themselves 
alone but for use as a community center. Eventually!, they 
set aside enough money to purchase three large lots across 
from the high school!

When in 1936! they requested a loan from the W. P. A. 
for completing the building, the funds were refused because

39
Ibid.. March 29. 1951.
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money could be advanced only for municipal projects. Hot to 
be stopped by technicalities, the Woman* s Club proceeded to 
donate the lots and #3,500 in cash to the city of WillcoxA0 
The balance of the money wag provided by the federal govern
ment and the Arizona Governor*3 Fund. On February 13, 1937,
 ̂ , hithe new building was dedicated at an opening dance. . It

has since been used as a meeting place by many organizations 
and the community at -large, , although the city has now signed 
it over to the Woman* s Club.

The Scout movement was inaugurated in 1911 by the 
Reverend C. A. Housel. This organization, called the "Knig
hts of the Holy Grail or Boy Scouts,M had a rather short 
life, however. In 3.915, H. 0. Parks and M. J. Nicholson org
anized a regular Boy Scout troop, one of the first in the 
state.**-2 After a time, this troop disbanded but was reorg
anized in 1931 with a Mr. Thompson, the high school' Spanish

43instructor, as scoutmaster. The Cochise Council, Boy 
Scouts of America, was incorporated in 1944 with the Willcox 
troop participating. The Boy Scouts have been very active
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Ibid.. August 7, 1936.

41Ibid., February 19, 1937.
42 ,Arizona Daily Star, February 11, 1941*
4 3 Arizona Range Hews, September 18, 1931*
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in., communityv pro j ect s such as scrap - drive s and clean-xip cam
paigns, thus demonstrating their good citizenship and value 
to the community<

The Willcox chapter of the American Red Cross was 
very active during both World Wars* sending Christmas pack
ages to the servicemen, knitting sweaters, making surgical 
dressings, and collecting money during fund drives. Since 
World War II, the activities have been modified, with emphas
is upon disaster relief and the blood bank.

Dr. J;/ Cw. Wilson -was the first commander of: the Amer
ican Legion post, which was organized August 30, 1919. This 
organization has been very active throughout the years, spon
soring the Boy Scouts, promoting patriotic meetings, and do-

liking everything possible for civic improvement.
The Veterans of Foreign Wars was organized in 19^6, 

with the leaders mostly veterans of World War II. This was 
followed in 19l}.8 by the organization of the Willcox Veter
ans* Club, which included all members of the American Legion 
and the Veterans of Foreign Wars. The main purposes were to 
maintain a social gathering place and to promote athletic 
events and other recreation. A building purchased from the 
federal government was moved from the Douglas Army Air Field

Ibid., October 31 > 19lp.*



■bo »a location on the Willcox golf course for use as a club
. k5house.^ .. . . -

The Sulphur brings Valley Chamber of Commerce, which 
was organized' in 1929# was reorganized in 1937 and again in 

19l}.6 as the Willcox Chamber of Commerce.^ The primary pur
pose of the organization in the early days was obtaining bet
ter hoads. Since- that time, however, it has fostered many 
other worthwhile projects such as safety campaigns, the en
couragement of new business In the community, and the promo
tion of better government. A full-time manager and secretary 
is maintained, and it is regarded as one of the best chamb
ers of commerce in the West for the size of the community.

In March, 1930, the Willcox Rotary Club was! organiz
ed with Dr. J. C. Wilson as its first president. This club 
has been outstanding for its civic work, particularly in 
assisting the young people of the community. The Youth 
Council, which was established under Rotary Club sponsor
ship in 19lp.» has been very effective in curbing juvenile 

47delinquency.

Ibid., November 26, 1948.46Ibid.y January 18, 1929; October 1$, 1937; Jan
uary 25, l%b.

47Ibid.. February 20, 1942.
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Willcox has many other d u b s  and organizations^-all .

of which make their contributions to the community in one
- ■ . ■ . - -  - .....................................way or another and are able to cooperate when a need arises,

in spite of friendly rivalries.
One of the important factors in the recent growth of 

Will cox has been the paving of the Benson-Steln1 s Pass Road 
or "the cut-off," as it is commonly called. The route was 
originated in about 1901 by Dave Adams, who had a ranch in 
Texas Canyon, about half-way between Willcox and Benson.
According to the commonly accepted story, he marked it out

, • . . . . . . . . .by dragging a mesquite tree behind his surrey.
The road was little more than a trail through the 

desert In October, 19l!{., when representatives from commerc
ial organizations in Benson, Cochise, Willcox, Bowie', San 
Simon, Solomonville, and Safford met and organized the North
ern Cochise County Good Roads Association. The purpose of 
this organization was to promote the development of public
highways in the area in such a manner that through travel

• h.9 - " -would be encouraged.
Another meeting was held a week later by representa

tives from thei towns' along the route of the proposed high
way from Lordsbiirg to Tucson. A proclamation was issued

p-
Arizona Daily Star, February 21, 19til.

k9 "Arizona Range News, October 23, 191q»



asking citizens all along the way to devote two days* time 
& concerted effort to Improve the existing roads. ̂  On

206

the appointed days, a number of men in the Willcox area vol
unteered scrapers and teams as well as labor with the pick 
and shovel* Although a great deal was accomplished, parts
of the road between Willcox and Cochise were too wet to be

51worked at that time. :
For the next twenty-three years, the ceomranitiee along 

the road tried to get it into the state or federal aid system, 
but politicians in the southern part of the county prevented
it. They were afraid that if this route, which cut by some

-i .

sixty miles the distance between Lordsburg and Tucson, were 
improved,it would destroy the tourist business in Douglas and 
Bisbee. ; .

By 1927, most of the road was improved to some ex
tent, except for the sixteen-mile stretch between San Simon 
and the New Mexico line. Dave Adams, who was at that time 
the supervisor for northern Cochise County, attempted to ob
tain an appropriation for grading the sixteen miles, but was

Ibid. .November 6, 1911*.• 
Ibid,, November 20, 1914.

50



• ■ "  -  ■ ; : . • . ' 207
voted down by the other two supervisors. The grading was
completed by popular subscription from towns along the route 
and by the contribution of labor and teams.

In September, 1930, the Sunset National Highway 
Association was organized to promote the proposed Sunset 
Route through southern Arizona utilizing "the cut-off." 
William Coxon, a member of the state House of Representat
ives from Willcox, was elected president of the Arizona Div-

/ • - • ■ision. J !
Early in the following year, Coxon introduced a bill 

in the state legislature to designate the Stein* s Pass Road 
as a state highway. It was passed in the Hduse by the Com
mittee of the Whole, but did not fare so well in the Senate.
The representative's from the southern part of the county,

5kfollowing true to form, fought the measure. This was only 
the beginning of the struggle, as this bill became a peren
nial bone of contention.

In the meantime, more ami more people were taking 
the short-cut in spite of its unimproved condition; During 
1934, this road averaged fifty-two more cars per day than did

5 2  V r v  /: :D, M. B., "Do You Remember," Arizona Range Hews, 
October 7, 19*>5>.53 ■

Arizona Range Hews, September 26, 1930.•' ■ 54 — —
Ibid., February 27, 1931*



Highway 80 through Bisbee and Douglas.-^ Considerable in
dignation was aroused by the numerous accidents. The most 
spectacular was on August 26, 1933>» when five passengers on 
a transcontinental bus were drowned. The vehicle was washed 
from the roadbed by a flash flood at a railroad underpass 
between Dragoon and Cochise.^

Earlier in that year, a movement had begun to create 
a new county from the northern half of Cochise. Other issues 
were involved, including the possibility of lowering taxes, 
but the main issue was the highway bill. Leaders in Wilicox, 
Benson, and other nathern towns conceived the plan as a bluff 
which might frighten politicians in the other half of the 
county into supporting the bill. On the other hand, if the 
bluff were called, there was a possibility of carrying out 
the plan. ^  By October, enough signatures had be en obtained 
on a petition for county division to call for an election.

Finally oh February 18, 1936, the state highway com
mission approved the addition of the Stein's Pass road to 
the state highway system. : The ‘motion' was proposed by Shelton 
Dowell of Douglas, who had previously opposed it but said he

^Arizona State Highway* Department statistics, cited 
by the Arizona Range Hews, June 28, 1935•

^Arizona Range News, August 30, 1935.
^"The Short Cut Struggle," Arizona Range News,

March 27, 1953. ---------- -------
^ Arizona Range News, October 18, 1935.
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"would abide by the. will of the people. The route was
designated as State Highway 86, and .approximately twenty- 
five thousand dollars was set aside in the 1936 budget for 
its maintenance.^0 The following year, it was added to the 
federal aid system.,

The first stretch pf paving, which was begun in 
1938» extended from Willcox approximately six miles to the 
east. . An allotment was made to complete the paving from 
Cochise to the New Mexico line in June, 1939. That state 
had already paved the route from there to Road Forks, where 
it connected with U. S. Highway 80. This left only the 
twenty-eight miles between Cochise and Benson for .which, no 
provision had been made.^ Finally, in June, 19i&2, this 
last,link was completed and opened to traffic.

Tourist traffic was, of . course, curtailed during 
World War II by tire and. gasoline rationing, but with the 
end of the conflict in 19L5, it began to return to normal. 
Since Highway. 86 saved, approximately sixty miles between 
Lordsburg. and Benson, tourists in increasing numbers took 
advantage of it. By 1953» it was estimated that an average

,^9Ibid., February 21, 1935.
^°Ibid., June 5, 1936. _
6lIbid., June 2, 1939.
^^Ibid., June 26. 19k2.



of three thousand vehicles a day passed over this highway. 
Wlllcdx has an advantage over other towns on the route in 
that TJ. S. Highway 666, the Coronado Trail, joins HIghway 
86 about eight miles west of town and continues twelve 
miles eastward before turning north toward Safford.

The service stations and motels that have been 
built since the completion of this highway enjoy a very 
satisfactory business during the height of the tourist sea
son, as do restaurants and motels. This tourist business 
has contributed considerably to the economy of the town, 
providing employment for a number of residents.

Since 1910, when traces of oil had been found in 
water coming from various wells, many local people had been 
dreaming of the development of that mineral resource in the 
Willcox area. Hopes were renewed in 1923 when a concentra
tion of oil was found in the Southern Pacific water tank 
located just south of the tracks on Maley Street. H. E. 
Lundquist began skimming it off every morning, sometimes 
obtaining as much as fifty gallons.^ - Owning several lots 
southeast of the pumping station^ he dug a number of shallow 
wells with a post hole digger and extracted oil with a small 
water pump. This “oil field" produced-two to five barrels 
a week for several years. Since it had the appearance of

63”The Short Cut Struggle, " Artema Range News,March 27, 1953. --------- -------
6h . : ^ ; pArizona Range News, February 3, 1956.



refined oil, Lundquist sold it to farmers for use in their 
diesel engines.

In 1925, traces of gas and oil were encountered in 
a wildcat well located on the old Mascot and Western Rail
road right-of-way about two and a half miles south of town. 
Drilling was continued for some time, but the well never 
produced. A second well started in the same area a year 
later was also abandoned.

Clarke, Holliday, and Associates leased the former
Lundquist lots and drilled a well in 1930, encountering
oil at fourteen feet and again at twenty-five. After
reaching a depth of sixty-six feet, they capped the well,
announcing they would not proceed until they had acquired 

67 'more land. Drilling was resumed several times later with 
no appreciable success.

In October of that same year, the Geronimo Oil Com
pany acquired the holdings of the Clarke-Holliday partner
ship and also a number of additional leases. They imme
diately began a new well on the Bruning lots on the west 
side of town. A flow of hot artesian water was encbun-

k^Statement by Frank Tlllotsnn, personal interview, 
Willcox, Arizona, November 11, 19SS.

AA • ' '-Ruth Mellenbruch, n38 Year Search for 1 Black Gold* 
Continues Near Here,M Arizona Range News, September 17, 1911-8

67Arizona Range News, January 3, 10, 17, 1930.
: : ' 68 ' ' ' • ' - • ' ' : . :Ibid., October 3, 21}., 1930.
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tered the following January. This continued to flow at
the rate of over four hundred gallons per minute for several

69months before It was stopped up. Although the company
reported striking excellent oil sand, the well was eventu-

70ally abandoned. ...
Another well drilled during this period was on the

Fred Arzberger farm fourteen miles southeast of Will cox.
The-Bendum-Trees Company of Pittsburgh went down to 2,075
feet before capping it. As far as anyone in that area
knows, no oil was found here. The company did renew the

71lease once, but it has now expired.
The depression and World War II prevented further

exploration, but in 1945 interest was aroused again when
oil was encountered in drilling for water on the G BAR 

72Ranch. ' A number of wildcat wells were drilled during the 
next few years.

The Francis Brothers Oil Company encountered 
strong showings of gas and oil at a depth of 2,622 feet in 
their well eight miles west of Wlllcox near the Cochise 
intersection. Continuing to a depth of 2,660 feet, they 
struck a flow of water which could not be shut off, so

69Ibid., April 3, 1941.
70Ibid., June 12, 1931.
' 71 . ' ' .. . 'Statement made by. Mrs. Fred Arzberger, personal 

interview, Wlllcox, Arizona, November 11, 1955.
72Arizona Range News, June 22, 1945.
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73they discontinued operations in June 191&9*

The Waddell-Dunean Company also struck gas ab a
depth of 6,065 feet and again at 6,169 feet at their well

7knorth of town in April, 1949. In addition to drilling 
several other wells, this company has made extensive sur
veys with the magnetometer, gravity meter, and seismo
graph. The engineers have stated their be lief that the 
oil and gas showings found thus far are leakage from pools 
somewhere below and that wells 10,000 to 12,000 feet deep

7$will be necessary to strike oil in productive quantities.
Evidence seems to indicate that the oil encountered 

in Willeox proper was fuel oil that had escaped from various 
underground storage tanks.' However, a number of geolo
gists have agreed that the Sulphur Springs Valley shows in
dications of being a favorable geological oil-producing 
structure. Exploration is still being carried on, but as 
yet, the long awaited boom has not occurred. If and when it 
does, the effects should be far-reaching.

73Ibid., September 17, October 29, 1948; June 17, 1949. 
7 ~̂Ibld., April 15, 1949.
7^Ibid., March 10, 1950.
76'Statement by Wallace Lundquist, personal interview, Willeox, Arizona, May 25, 1957.
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CHAPTER VIII

, RECENT PROGRESS, 1946-1957

Business growth was greatly accelerated in Willcox 
after World War II. In 19471 for example, the city rated 
sixth in the state in retail sales percentage gain, an in
crease of 35.2 per cent over 1946. A number of factors 
have been responsible for this increase.

The expansion of agriculture in the Sulphur Springs 
Valley, particularly cotton farming, has brought with it a 
great demand for agricultural equipment and supplies. Com
panies supplying irrigation pumps and other machinery, fer
tilizers, insecticides, etc. have been responsible for con
siderable business activity and have brought many new resi
dents to the community.

Also, as has been mentioned previously, the tourist 
business has increased greatly as a result of the paving of 
Highway 86. Further increases could be expected if better 
roads were provided to local points of interest such as 
Chiricahua National Monument, Aravaipa Canyon, and Cochise 
Stronghold so tourists would be more inclined to visit them. 1

1Valley National Bank Statistical Bureau, cited by 
Aricona Range News, March 26, 1948.
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An unofficial census taken by the Rotary Club in

19i}-7 revealed a population of 1,348, a ££ percent gain since 
21940• The official census of 195)0 gave Willcox a population

of only 1,266, but another unofficial census taken by the
Chamber of Commerce in 1956 showed 1,809, an increase of 43

3percent over that amount• That the percentage of increase
is tapering off slightly is indicated in an unofficial cen
sus in 1957# which showed an increase of 79 over the previous 
year, for a total of 1,888.^ This is an increase of only 
about four percent as opposed to an average increase of 
seven percent during the previous six year period. Obvi
ously, this increase in population has accounted for a portion 
of the business growth.

Another result of the increase in population has been 
a shortage of housing. Although many new homes were being 
built each year, the supply did not meet the demand until a 
short time ago (1957).

Partly as a result of this rapid growth, a number of 
problems arose in regard to the city’s water system. It had 
been placed into operation by Ritter and Walker in 1925*

p̂Arizona Range News, November 14, 1947*
3u. S. Bureau of the Census, Seventeenth Census of 

the United States: 1950. Population. I. 9, See also Arizona 
Range News, July 20, 1956.

^The Arizona Republic. April 6, 1957.



Their original intentions were to supply water only for the 
Southern Pacific. However, many people preferred to purchase 
water rather than depend upon private wells, so the system 
gradually grew until it served most of the city. Develop
ing in this way, the, system had not been planned to allow 
for adequate service as the city increased in size.'*

... Along with the local power plant, it was solid to the
6Southern Arizona Power and Light Company in 1930. After

the city rejected an opportunity to purchase the system, the
Sulphur Springs Valley Electric Cooperative acquired it when
that organization obtained control of the power plant in 

719^3* Since, the R. E. A. was interested only in the elec
trical generation and distribution facilities, the water 
system was sold to a corporation known as Willcox Utilities, 
Inc. after t he city canceled its option in 1947•

The new owners soon made a request to the Arizona 
Corporation Commission for an eighty-seven per cent increase 
in water rates on the basis that the money was needed to im- 
prove and expand the system. At a hearing before the © m- 
mission,. this action was vigorously opposed, by the city of
ficials on the grounds that the people should not have to

^Statement by Wallace Lundquist, personal interview, 
Willcox, Arizona, May 25, 1957.

^Arizona Range News, May 9, 1930.
7Ibid., June 25, 1943.
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pay for improvements before they get them.

In spite of considerable agitation in favor of pur
chasing the system, the city council refused to pay the 
price set by the owners. The Arizona Corporation Commission, 
which had been awaiting the outcome of negotiations, there
upon proceeded to grant the requested increase in rates,
deciding that they were not excessive in view of the improve-

9ments that were needed. • ; . ^
Paying these higher rates, the local citizens wanted 

adequate service. Serious trouble occurred in June, when 
two pumping.motors failed, and a portion of town known as 
the Harris addition was without water for nearly three days. 
When a temporary motor was Installed, service was still not 
satisfactory, and s protest was made to the Arizona Corpor
ation Commission.^:

/ A short time later, following tests by the Arizona
Department of Sanitation, another protest was made to the
effect that the water was unsafe due to sewer pollution.
Chlorination was recommended to eliminate the possibility
of an epidemic, and the state engineer was requested to in-

11vestigate the situation.

8Ibid., December 2£, 194.7.
9Ibid., March 19, 194-8.
10Ibid., June 11, 1948.
11 Ibid., July 2, 194-8.
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After inspecting the facilities, the state sanitary 

engineer recommended, ; among other improvements, the drill
ing of a new well, as the water .was contaminated not only

12by sewage but by a seepage of oil. Rex Emerick, who was 
now the manager of Willcox Utilities, Inc., announced a 
week later that a chlorinator had been installed and that 
all recommended improvements would be;carried out over a

13period of time. A new well hadlbeen drilled by April, 19i|.9,
and by the following February, the entire improvement pro
gram had been completed.^
f In 1956, however, agitation was renewed for the pur
chase of the water s ystem because of the need for larger

. , idmains and hydrants as a fire protection measure. ^ At a 
special election held on April the voters approved 
revenue bonds totaling $14.0,000 for the purchase and im
provement of the system.^ Since that time, the city water 
department has looped the town with six inch mains and tied 
in all dead ends, thus improving the available pressure in 
many areas. Also work has beens tanted toward carrying out 
the plan for eventually having a fire hydrant on every

•^Ibld., December 17, 19lj-8.
13Ibid., December 2^, 191*8.
^Ibid., April 22, 191*9; February 3, 19$0.,
^Ibid., April 6, 1956. 
l6Ibid., April 27, 1957.
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17corner.
Since 19lf.9# the city has also made' natural gas avail

able for cooking, heating, and industrial purposes. It is 
purchased from the El Paso Natural Gas Company, whose main 
lines run near Willcox, and piped into town with a four-inch 
line. The city then distributes it to various homes and 
commerical users. The original two-inch line was recently 
replaced because it was becoming inadequate for supplying 
approximately seven hundred gas customers. This enterprise
has not only been very beneficial to local residents but has

18been profitable for the city government.
As a result of the combined factors of population 

increases and the annexation of outlying districts, the 
Willcox schools were becoming overcrowded in 1947. How
ever, the voters were apparently not convinced of the need 
for a building program, as an $180,000 bond issue for that 
purpose was defeated by a vote of 137 to 49. More space 
was made available for the next several years by the purchase 
of barrack type buildings from the federal government and by 
finishing the basement of the high school.

At a Parent-Teachers* Association meeting in 193>1> 
a plan was revealed f or the building of a new high school at

17Statement by Wallace Lundquist, personal interview, 
Willcox, Arizona, May 2$, 1957.

l8Ibid.
19Arizona Range News, May 23, 1947.



the old airfield west of town, and converting the existing 
high school into a grammar school. It was believed that 
the;facilities there, especially the gymnasium and the audi
torium, while inadequate for the present and future needs
of the high school, would be satisfactory for the younger 

20children. ;
No immediate action was taken, but in January,

1953, four citizens' committees were appointed to study 
the school' problems. Three months later, the development 
committee approved the plan that had been presented, with 
the addition of a fourteen-room building to house the kin
dergarten and first five grades.. The tax committee estima
ted that bond issue of ^35,000 would be adequate for the
necessary construction and that this would require a tax in-

21crease of one dollar per hundred. A month later, the bond
22issue was approved by a vote of 258 to 127.

The construction was begun in the spring of 195k* 
Since it was not completed in September, the grammar school 
was so crowded that it was necessary to have some of the 
classes meet in temporary quarters at various churches. By 
November, however, the new building for the lower grades

20Ibid., Mardx 30, 1951- 
21Ibld., April 24, 1953.
22Ibid., May 29, 1953.
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was completed and ready for oeoupancy.

On May 19, 1955# the new $$00,000 high school was
dedicated. In addition to an adequate number of classrooms,
it has a 600-seat auditorium and a gymnasium with folding

23type bleachers that will seat 750 persons. This build
ing was placed into use in September, 1955# and the Junior 
high was moved into the old building as planned. The old 
grammar school building was sold to the Sulphur Springs 
Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc., to be used for its office 
and warehouse.2^

Over the years, it had become evident to many local 
citizens that Willeox needed a hospital, the nearest one 
being eighty miles away. It was not only inconvenient to 
go that far for treatment, but persons seriously ill or 
suffering from injuries were sometimes unable to endure the 
trip. In August, 19M>, after hearing a report on a commun
ity hospital at Elk City, Oklahoma, the majority of the 
citizens present at a public meeting were in favor of such 
an institution and chose a committee to investigate the mat
ter further.2?

i

The problem of financing a hospital was not easy.

23Ibid., May 20, 1955. 
^Tbid., August 17, 1956. 
2^Ibld., August 2, I9I4.6.
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and various plans were discussed. Finally in March, 19l}-9,
it was learned that the hospital building at the Lordsburg
prisoner of war camp could be purchased as war surplus for
#20,000. The money was raised by a number of civic-minded
residents. A board of directors was elected and Dr. Robert
Alan Hicks was hired as manager. By August, the hospital
had been located on Maley Street and was ready to receive 

26patients.
Shortly after the first of t he year, however, the

government seized the hospital equipment for unpaid income
tax. The same group of people who had financed the purchase
of the building eventually raised the money and paid off the 

27cl aims. - ' . /
The hospital was reopened on June 9, 19^0, with Dr. 

William F. Havemeyer in charge. Some of the necessary 
equipment was available and Dr. Havemeyer used some of bis 
own, but many items were necessary to male it an efficient 
unit. Also, the interior of the building was as drab and 
forbidding as one could expect a prison hospital to be.

Various civic organizations, business establishments, 
and many individuals cooperated in remodeling, redecorating, 
and purchasing necessary equipment. By May, 19^1, the

ibid., August 9, 1949; May $, 1950; August 31> 1951. 
27Statement by E. B. McAleb, personal Interview, 

Willcox, Arizona, May 25, 1957.



Valley Hospital was "a cheerful and well-equipped institu
tion. ; ;

The: operation of the hospital was assumed by the
city of Willcox in August, 1951♦ The property was leased
to the city for one year with tlm option to purchase at the
termination of the lease. It was agreed that the amount
paid for the lease would be deductible from the purchase 

29price. The purchase was made as planned, and the origin
al investors are gradually receiving their money from the 
profits of the institution.

The Willcox Municipal Hospital, as it is now called, 
has maintained the policy of offering its services to every
one, regardless of the ability to pay. At the same time, it 
has tried to keep the cost of hospitalization as low as 
possible. This has been accomplished with funds raised by 
various organizations rather than by high t a x e s . A s  of
May, 1953, the hospital was approved by the American Medical

31Association and became a registered general hospital. It 
was reported later in the same year that the institution 
was making its own way and that the city1s contribution

’'It* s Safe to be Sick in Willcox, Arizona, * Ari
zona Farmer, XXX, Ho. 10 (May 12, 1951), 38.

^ Arizona Range News, Augiust 3, 1951.
30ibld„ April 11, 1952.
^ Ibid., May 29, 1953.



225
32would be used to purchase new equipment.

One activity which was originated in 1952 to raise 
funds for the hospital has since become an annual event, .
The Rex Allen Days celebration is held in honor of the 
western movie star who was born and reared on a ranch a 
few miles from town. Originally a one-day affair, it has 
been increased to two days and has many Interesting events 
including i parade, a personal appearance at t he theatre by 
Rex Allen, a stage show, a rodeo, and a horse show. Thous
ands of visitors attend this festival each year and enjoy 
the authentic Western atmosphere. It is now sponsored by 
the Chamber of Commerce with the proceeds going to the hos
pital fund, as was the case when it was first promoted by 
the Lion* s Club.

The Chamber of Coimnerce, the Willcox Garden Club, 
and various other organizations, as well as the local news
paper^ have been working for years to increase civic, pride 
and instill the desire to make the town cleaner and more at
tractive. One of the worst problems has been that of vacant 
lots in the main part of town that have been allowed to ac- 
cumulate trash and grow up in weeds. Low assessed valuations 
have permitted people to hold them indefinitely, hoping to 
eventually sell them at a great profit. The prices asked 
have been so high that those wanting to build have purchased

32Ibld., August 7, 1953.
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land at the edge of town Instead;̂ 3

Another matter that has tended to hold Willcox hack 
has been the lack of a zoning ordinance. Any type of bus
iness could be located In any part of town, thus lowering 
the value of adjacent property In many cases. The much 
needed zoning ordinance, as well as electrical, plumbing, 
and building ordinances, was passed on May II4., 1957. While 
It Is too early as yet to judge the effectiveness of this 
legislation, it is certainly a step in theM^kt direction. ̂

: A number of churches have comple ted building programs
in recent years, thus greatly improving the appearance of
the city. The Sacred Heart of Jesus Roman Catholic Church

3 dwas dedicated on March 14, 1948. This beautiful structure 
replaced the church that had been destroyed by fire the pre
vious year 1 On September 14, 1952, the Community Christian 
Church held its first service in a new sanctuary at the cor
ner of Malay Street and El Paso A v e n u e . The Latter Day 
Saints completed theirs in 1953, the Assembly of God in 
1954# and. the First Church of God in 1955*

statement by D. F. Mellenbruch, personal interview, 
Willcox, Arizona, March 31, 1956*

•^Statement by Wallace.Lundquist, personal interview, 
Willcox, Arizona, May 25, 1957*

, 3 d  ' - - v ‘ ■■■'•’ ' '- Arizona Range Hews, March 3, 1948*
3 6 Ibid., September 19, 1952.
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During the seventy-nine years of its existence, 

Willcox has grown from, a railroad construction camp, con
sisting mainly of tents, into a prosperous little city of 
nearly two thousand population. Growth has been especially 
rapid since World War II, with: a forty per cent increase 
between 1914-7 and 1 9 5 7 Since the economy of the town is 
not dependent upon any one industry, one can be reasonably 
certain that the growth is permanent. While the cattle in
dustry and irrigated farming'-are'the' most' important, mining 
and the tourist business contribute their share. Willcox 
is, and will undoubtedly continue to be, one of the most 
important cities in eastern Arizona.

' - '

Ibid., November II4., 19l|7• See also The Arizona Republic, April 6, 1957•
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