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A C K N O W LED G M EN TS

It i s  d if f ic u l t  w ith in  th e  l im ita t io n s  of th e s e  a c k n o w le d g m e n ts  

to  e n u m e r a te  th e  c o n tr ib u t io n s  of so m a n y  w h ich  h a v e  now , f in a lly , 

c o m e  to  f r u i t io n  w ith  th e  s u b m itt in g  of th is  t h e s i s .  To th o s e  m e n tio n e d  

h e r e ,  an d  to  th e  m a n y  u n n a m e d  w ho u n s e l f is h ly  g a v e  of th e i r  t im e  an d  

k n o w led g e , I  w ish  to  e x p r e s s  m y  s i n c e r e s t  g r a t i tu d e .

My th a n k s  to  th e  N a tio n a l S c ie n c e  F o u n d a tio n  a n d  th e  C o m in s  

F u n d  fo r  th e i r  s u p p o r t  of th e  S an  C a r lo s  P r o je c t ,  w h ic h  m a d e  p o s s ib le  

th e  r e s e a r c h  s u b s ta n t ia t in g  th is  r e p o r t ;  to  D r . E d w a rd  H. S p ic e r ,  m y  

r e s e a r c h  a n d  th e s i s  d i r e c to r ,  w h o se  p a tie n c e , p e r s i s t e n t  e n c o u r a g e ­

m e n t, a n d  c a r e f u l  g u id a n c e  g a v e  m e a n in g  to so  m u c h  of m y  w o rk , a n d  

p r o f e s s io n a l  in s p i r a t io n  to so m a n y  of m y  u n te m p e re d  th o u g h ts ; to  th e  

m e m b e r s  of m y  th e s i s  c o m m it te e ,  fo r  th e i r  e x p e r t  c r i t i c i s m s  an d  

s u g g e s tio n s ;  a n d  to a l l  o f th e  f a c u lty  a n d  s ta f f  in  th e  D e p a r tm e n t of 

A n th ro p o lo g y , who, o v e r  th e  p a s t  y e a r s ,  h av e  n e v e r  o n c e  f a i l e d  to  o ffe r  

m e  th e i r  g e n e ro u s  a id  a n d  s u p p o r t  of m y  e d u c a tio n .

My m o s t  h e a r t f e l t  a p p r e c ia t io n  a ls o  g o e s  o u t to  th e  p e o p le  of 

th e  S an  C a r lo s  R e s e r v a t io n  c o m m u n ity  a n d  th o s e  e d u c a to r s  and  o f f ic ia ls  

f ro m  th e  P h o e n ix  a r e a  a n d  sc h o o l s y s te m s  a d ja c e n t  to th e  r e s e r v a t io n ,  

who sh o w ed  m e  g r e a t  h o s p i ta l i ty ,  s in c e r e  f r ie n d s h ip ,  a n d  a b u n d an t
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A B S T R A C T

F o r m a l iz e d  e d u c a tio n , u n d e r th e  c o n tro l  of th e  d o m in a n t 

s o c ie ty  h a s , s in c e  th e  d a y s  of th e  S p a n ish  c o n q u e s t, b e e n  a  p r im a r y  

to o l fo r  th e  in d u c e m e n t of c u l tu r e  c h an g e  am o n g  th e  A m e r ic a n  In d ia n s . 

An a n a ly s is  of c o n f l ic ts  in  a  m o d e rn  A p a ch e  r e s e r v a t io n  c o m m u n ity , 

w ith  p a r t i c u l a r  fo c u s  on th e  e d u c a tio n a l  p ro b le m s  of lo c a l  t e e n - a g e r s ,  

r e v e a le d  how e d u c a tio n , w hen  im p le m e n te d  w ith o u t r e g a r d  fo r  th e  

n e e d s  an d  p o te n t ia ls  of a l l  th e  p e o p le  in  th e  c o m m u n ity , c r e a te d  s e r io u s  

s o c ia l  a n d  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  c o n f l ic ts  w h ic h  in h ib i te d  th e  v e r y  a d ju s tm e n t  

and  c h an g e  th a t  th e  d o m in a n t s o c ie ty  w as  try in g  to  p ro m o te .

In a d e q u a c ie s  w ith in  th e  p r o g r a m  of A p ach e  e d u c a tio n , in  d e a l ­

in g  w ith  b i - c u l tu r a l ,  b i - l in g u a l  p ro b le m s ,  th e  f a i lu r e  of e d u c a to r s  to  

r e c o g n iz e  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f f a m ily  a n d  c o m m u n ity  in f lu e n c e s  on  th e  

to ta l  e d u c a tiv e  p r o c e s s  of A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts ,  a n d  d is a g r e e m e n ts  b e tw ee n  

A p a c h e s  a n d  e d u c a to r s  o v e r  b a s ic  e d u c a tio n a l g o a ls ,  w e r e  fo u n d  to  be 

so m e  of th e  k ey  c a u s e s  fo r  th e  fo llo w in g  A p a ch e  te e n - a g e  p r o b le m s :

(1) w id e s p r e a d  a c a d e m ic  r e ta r d a t io n ;  (2) p o o r c a r e e r  m o tiv a tio n ; a n d  

(3) a  s c a r c i ty  of c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts .  W id e s p re a d  r e s e r v a t io n  p o v e r ty , 

u n e m p lo y m e n t, an d  s o c io - c u l tu r a l  d is in te g r a t io n  g r e a t ly  in te n s i f ie d

th e s e  c o n d itio n s  on th e  S an  C a r lo s  R e s e r v a t io n .



T h e  s tu d y  c o n c lu d e s  by re c o m m e n d in g  th a t  th e  p r o g r a m  of 

e d u c a tio n  fo r  A p a c h e s  be  e x te n d e d  to  in c lu d e  fu n d a m e n ta l  e d u c a tio n  fo r  

bo th  p a r e n ts  and  l e a d e r s ,  a n d  b e  m o re  s p e c ia l iz e d  to h a n d le  th e  m a n y  

un iq u e , b i - c u l tu r a l  p ro b le m s  e x p e r ie n c e d  by A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts .



C H A P T E R  I

TH E BACKGROUND A ND T H E O R E T IC A L  

FR A M E W O R K  O F  TH E STUDY

F o r m a l  E d u ca tio n , a s  a  P r o c e s s  fo r  th e  
In d u c e m e n t of C u ltu re  C h an g e

F o r  c e n tu r ie s  e m p ir e s  h a v e  r i s e n  ou t of th e  ru b b le  of c o n f l ic t  

to d o m in a te  so m e  p o r t io n  of m a n k in d , on ly  to  d is in te g r a te ,  e v e n tu a lly  

le a v in g  a  d is t in c t  an d  in d e lib le  m a r k  in  th e  p a t te r n  of m a n 's  c u l tu r a l  

h e r i ta g e .  T h e  b a s e s  of th e s e  e m p ir e s  h a v e  b e en  c o m p le x , a s  w e re  th e  

c a u s e s  of th e i r  e v e n tu a l d e c lin e , in v o lv in g  s o c ia l  a n d  e c o n o m ic , 

p o l i t ic a l  a n d  r e l ig io u s  f a c to r s .  T h ro u g h o u t th e  c o u r s e  of r e c o r d e d  

h is to r y  in  th e  W e s te rn  H e m is p h e re , h o w e v e r , th e  m a jo r  f a c to r s  in f lu ­

en c in g  th e  c o lo n ia l  p o l ic ie s  of c o n q u e r in g  e m p ir e s  h a v e  h a d  s o c ia l  a n d  

r e l ig io u s  e le m e n ts ,  b a s e d  on c o n c e p ts  of C h r is t ia n  e th ic s  a n d  th e  

e v a n g e lic a l  o b lig a tio n s  of " c iv i l iz e d  n a t io n s " .

F o r m a l iz e d ,  s y s te m a t ic  e d u c a tio n  u n d e r  th e  s t r i c t  c o n tro l  of 

th e  d o m in a n t c u l tu r e  h a s , s in c e  th e  d ay s  of S p a n ish  c o n q u e s t, b een  th e  

p r im a r y  to o l fo r  th e  im p le m e n ta t io n  of c u l tu r e  c h an g e  am o n g  th e  n a t iv e  

p e o p le s  of th e  A m e r ic a s .  M o ld ed  in  th e  f o r g e  of C h r is t ia n iz e d  E u ro p e  

a n d  te m p e r e d  by i t s  g ro w in g  te c h n o lo g ic a l  n e e d s , fo r m a l  e d u c a tio n  h e ld  

f o r  W e s te rn  m a n  th e  k e y  to c iv i l iz e d  g r e a tn e s s ,  th ro u g h  i t s  t r a in in g  in

1
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r e a s o n ,  d is c ip l in e , e th ic s ,  an d  k n o w led g e  fo r  a l l  m e n . So firm ly - 

im b e d d e d  w a s  th is  b e lie f , th a t  m u c h  of W e s te rn  m a n 's  c o lo n ia l e f fo r t  

w as  g u id ed  by th e  z e a l  of h is  e v a n g e l ic a l  d e s i r e s .  W ith in  th e  l a s t  one 

h u n d re d  y e a r s ,  a  r a t h e r  s t r ik in g  e x a m p le  of th is  p h en o m en o n , w h e re  

f o r m a l  e d u c a tio n  h a s  b een  u s e d  a s  a n  a p p lie d  p r o c e s s  fo r  in d u c e d  

c u l tu r e  ch an g e , i s  th e  t r e a tm e n t  by th e  d o m in a n t U. S. c u l tu r e  of th e  

r e s e r v a t io n  A m e r ic a n  In d ia n s .

I t  i s  n o t th e  p u rp o s e  of th is  th e s i s  to  e v a lu a te  th e  im p o r ta n c e  

a n d  u l t im a te  m e r i t s  of W e s te rn  m a n 's  e f fo r t s  to  p r o s e ly t iz e  n a tiv e  

A m e r ic a n s  in  th e  n a m e  of " c iv i l iz a t io n " .  I t i s  th e  in te n tio n  of th e  

a u th o r , r a th e r ,  to  show  by m e a n s  of a  s m a l l  c o m m u n ity  s tu d y  w ith in  

th e  s o c ie ty  o f a  m in o r i ty  A m e r ic a n  c u l tu re ,  how e d u c a tio n , w hen  u s e d  

to  im p o s e  c u l tu r e  c h an g e  a t  a  r a t e  a n d  of a  n a tu r e  th a t  i s  d e fin e d  s o le ly  

by th e  c o n v e n ie n c e  a n d  e th n o - c e n t r ic  p o l ic ie s  of th e  d o m in a n t c u l tu re ,  

can  c r e a t e  s e r io u s  s o c ia l  a n d  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  c o n f l ic ts  w ith in  th e  

m in o r i ty  s o c ie ty .  T h e s e  c o n f l ic ts  c a n  a c tu a l ly  in h ib i t  th e  v e r y  a d ju s t ­

m e n t o r  c h an g e  th a t  th e  d o m in a n t c u l tu r e  i s  t ry in g  to  p ro m o te .  F u r t h e r ­

m o re , th e y  c an  a f f e c t  th e  p o te n t ia l  h u m a n  r e s o u r c e s  of th e  m in o r i ty  

s o c ie ty  in  su c h  a  d e le te r io u s  m a n n e r  th a t th e  p e o p le  a r e  le f t  m o r a l ly  

w e ak e n ed , c u l tu r a l ly  d e p r iv e d , a n d  e c o n o m ic a lly  d e p e n d e n t.

In  o r d e r  to a c h ie v e  a  b e t te r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  of th e  d a ta  to be 

p r e s e n te d ,  in  t e r m s  of i t s  th e o r e t ic a l  f r a m e w o rk , le t  us f i r s t  e x a m in e
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r a t h e r  b r ie f ly  th e  g ro w th  a n d  r e f in e m e n t  o f fo r m a l  e d u c a tio n  a s  i t  h a s  

c o m e  to be a p p lie d  a s  a  p r o c e s s  fo r  c u l tu r e  c h a n g e .

In a n c ie n t  G re e c e , e d u c a tio n  w as  d e c id e d ly  th e  p r iv i le g e  of th e  

w ea lth y . A c c o rd in g  to  P r o ta g o r a s :  " T h o s e  who c a n  b e s t  a f fo rd  to  g iv e  

th is  e d u c a tio n  g iv e  m o s t  of i t .  T h e ir  so n s  go e a r l i e s t  to sch o o l a n d  

le a v e  i t  l a t e s t "  (B oyd  1952: 19).

D u rin g  m u c h  of th e  p e r io d  of th e  R o m a n  E m p ir e ,  f o r m a l  e d u ­

c a tio n  w a s  b o th  f u r th e r e d  by th e  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t s  of so m e  of h e r  

e m p e r o r s - - ! ,  e . H a d r ia n  (1 1 7 -1 3 8  A D ) a n d  M a rc u s  A u re l iu s  (1 6 1 -1 8 0  

A D )- -a n d  d is r u p te d  by p e r io d s  of c iv i l  s t r i f e  and  p o l i t ic a l  c h a o s  (B oyd  

1952: 80). A s  C h r is t ia n i ty  p r o g r e s s e d  th ro u g h o u t th e  E m p ir e ,  h o w e v e r , 

a  "new  m o r a l  and  in te l le c tu a l  f o r c e  w as  b e in g  s e t  f r e e "  w h ic h  h ad  a  

m u c h  m o re  la s t in g  e f fe c t  on th e  g ro w th  of fo r m a l  e d u c a tio n  (B oyd  

1952: 82).

A lth o u g h  m u c h  of th e  fo r m a l  s ch o o lin g  in  th o s e  t im e s  w as  c o n ­

s id e r e d  by u p p e r - c la s s  C h r i s t i a n s  to  b e  " p a g a n is t ic " ,  b e c a u s e  of th e  

d o m in a n c e  o f G re e k  in f lu e n c e s , c h u rc h  le a d e r s  lik e  T e r tu l l i a n  ( c i r c a  

160 AD ) b e g ru d g in g ly  a d m it te d  th e  n e e d  fo r  e d u c a tio n  am o n g  C h r i s t i a n  

y o u th : "How o th e rw is e  c o u ld  an y o n e  a c q u i r e  h u m an  w isd o m , o r  l e a r n  

to  d i r e c t  h is  th o u g h ts  a n d  a c t i o n s ? "  (B oyd 1952: 83).

S a in t A u g u s tin e , in  th e  s ix th  c e n tu r y  A D , e m p h a s iz e d  th e  

n e ed  fo r  le a rn in g  am o n g  C h r i s t i a n s  f r o m  a  s ta n d p o in t th a t  g av e  f o r m a l  

e d u c a tio n  a  p o w e rfu l a n d  f a r  r e a c h in g  im p e tu s :  T h e  n e e d  to e d u c a te
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C h r is t ia n  m is s i o n a r i e s  in  o r d e r  to  p ro p a g a te  th e  te a c h in g s  of th e  

C h u rc h  (B oyd  1952: 91). S in c e  m u c h  of th e  m is s io n a r y  w o rk  w a s  b e in g  

done by i l l i t e r a t e  la y m e n  w ho v o lu n te e re d  th e i r  s e r v ic e s  an d  th e i r  

l iv e s  to  th e  C h u rc h , th e  l e a d e r s  of th e  C h u rc h  to o k  h o ld  of th is  

c h a lle n g e  a n d  soo n  d e v e lo p e d  a s y s te m  of sc h o o ls  (s u c h  a s  th e  "b ish o p s*  

s c h o o ls "  in  E n g lan d ) th a t  w ith s to o d  m a n y  of th e  r a v a g e s  of th e  D a rk  

A g e s .

D u rin g  th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry , a s  S pa in  d e v e lo p e d  h e r  c o lo n ie s  

in  th e  New W o rld , th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  f o r  " c iv i l iz in g "  th e  n a t iv e  in h a b i ­

t a n t s - - t h a t  i s  to  say , of e d u c a tin g  a n d  c o n v e r tin g  th e m  to  the  C a th o lic , 

r e l ig io n  a n d  th e  S p a n ish  w ay  of l i f e - - w a s  le f t  to th e  c a r e  of th e  c le r g y , 

w ho  to o k  up th e  c h a lle n g e  w ith  z e a l  (S an ch ez  1944: 3 0 -3 2 ) . C o r te s  

h im s e l f  saw  to  i t  th a t  m en  l ik e  P e d r o  de  G an te , lay  b r o th e r  of th e  O rd e r  

o f  S t. F r a n c i s ,  w e r e  e n c o u ra g e d  to  c o m e  to  New S p ain  to b u ild  s c h o o ls , 

c o n s t r u c t  c h u rc h e s ,  a n d  e v e n tu a lly  to  d e v e lo p  a  s y s te m  of e d u c a tio n  

th a t  w o u ld  t r a n s f o r m  th e  " h o p e le s s  t a s k  of c u lt iv a tin g  a b o r ig in a l  m in d s "  

in to  an  a g g r e s s iv e  an d  e f fe c t iv e  c a m p a ig n  fo r  th e  " t r a n s m is s io n  of 

E u ro p e a n  c u l tu r e "  ( J a c o b s e n  1938: 3 9 -4 3 ) .

T h r e e  h u n d re d  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  in  an  o p p o sin g  s e c to r  of th e  w o rld , 

th e  E a s t  In d ia  C o m p an y  f e l l  h e i r  to th e  m is s io n a r y  z e a l  of su c h  m e n  a s  

C h a r le s  G ra n t, W illia m  W ilb e r fo rc e ,  E d w a rd  T h o rn to n , a n d  Z a c h a r y  

M ac a u lay , w h en  in  1813 th e y  c o n v in c e d  P a r l i a m e n t  th a t  th e  in tro d u c t io n  

of w e s te r n  e d u c a tio n  in to  In d ia  w a s  an  " o b lig a tio n  d e r iv e d  f ro m  th e  du ty
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of G re a t  B r i ta in  'to  p ro m o te  th e  i n t e r e s t s  and  h a p p in e s s  of the  n a tiv e  

in h a b i ta n ts '"  (M cC u lly  1940: 1 7 -1 8 ) . A long  w ith  th is  d e c la r a t io n  of 

p r in c ip le ,  th e  new  E a s t  In d ia  A c t p ro v id e d  s ta tu to r y  s a n c tio n  fo r  

a n n u a l e d u c a tio n a l a p p r o p r ia t io n s ,  an d  th e  d o o rs  to  C h r is t ia n  m i s s i o n ­

a r y  e n t e r p r i s e s  w e re  o p e n ed  w id e  (M cC u lly  1940: 1 7 -1 8 ) .

T h e  u n d e r ly in g  p h ilo so p h y  of th e s e  a c ts  w a s  e x p r e s s e d  in  tw o 

p r im a r y  o b je c t iv e s :

1. th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t  of a  new  k in d  of " m o r a l  o r d e r "  in  In d ia , 

r e p la c in g  th e  H indu  " s u p e r s t i t io n s "  th a t  o p p o se d  th e  a c c e p ta n c e  o f 

C h r is t ia n i ty  a n d  i t s  p r e s c r i b e d  co d e  of e th ic s ;  a n d

2. th e  in tr o d u c t io n  of W e s te rn  E u ro p e a n  c u l tu r e  in to  In d ia , 

in  th e  fo rm  o f th e  a r t s ,  p h ilo so p h y , a n d  s c ie n c e , th ro u g h  th e  m e d iu m  

of E n g l is h  in s t r u c t io n  (M cC u lly  1940: 12; K eay  1959: 202).

" T h e s e  a c q u is i t io n s ,  " C h a r le s  G ra n t p r e d ic te d ,  "w o u ld  s i le n t ly  

u n d e rm in e , a n d  a t  le n g th  s u b v e r t ,  th e  f a b r ic  of e r r o r s .  . . " ( i . e . la c k  

o f s c ie n t i f ic  k n o w led g e , a d h e r e n c e  to  t r a d i t io n a l  c u s to m s  a n d  r e l ig io n s ,  

e t c . ) to  u l t im a te ly  r a i s e  th e  " d e c a d e n t  s o c ie ty "  of H indu  In d ia  to  th e  

le v e l  of E u r o p e a n  c iv i l iz a t io n  (M cC u lly  1940: 12). T he  in c e p t io n  of th e  

B r i t i s h  s y s te m  of fo r m a l  e d u c a tio n  d id  m u ch  to " W e s te r n iz e "  th e  u p ­

c o m in g  g e n e r a t io n s  of In d ia n  s o c ie ty , f o r  b a re ly  one h u n d re d  y e a r s  l a t e r  

In d ia  w a s  in  a  p o s i t io n  to  d e c la r e  h e r s e l f  a  u n if ie d  n a tio n  of E n g l is h  

sp e a k in g  p e o p le s , w ith  enough  of a  " W e s te rn iz e d "  s o c ia l ,  p o l i t ic a l ,  a n d
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e co n o m ic  s y s te m  to  c o m p e te  a s  an  in d e p e n d e n t r e p u b l ic  w ith  th e  o th e r  

" W e s te r n iz e d "  c o u n tr ie s  of th e  w o r ld  (K eay  1959: 202).

A m ong  th e  A m e r ic a n  In d ia n s  of th e  U n ited  S ta te s ,  h o w e v e r, 

h i s to r y  h a s  w oven  a  d if f e r e n t  p lo t, w ith  p a t te r n s  o f f a r  g r e a t e r  c o m ­

p le x ity , a n d  a s  y e t no in d ic a t io n  of a  t r iu m p h a n t  f in a le .  H e re , to o , 

f o r m a l  e d u c a tio n  w a s  e v e n tu a lly  d e v e lo p e d  to  be th e  u l t im a te  w eap o n  

a g a in s t  w h a t w as  r e g a r d e d  a s  b a r b a r i s m ,  a s  th e  s te e l - e d g e d  b la d e  to  

c a r v e  th e  " s a v a g e  m e n ta l i ty "  in to  a  l ik e n e s s  of " C iv i l iz e d  M an " . B ut 

th a t  i s  w h e re  th e  s im i l a r i t y  b e tw ee n  th e  h i s to r y  of the  In d ia n s  in  In d ia  

a n d  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  s to p s , an d  th is  i s  w h e re  w e  s h a l l  b eg in  to  show  

th e  d i f f e r e n c e s .

A p p a re n t ly  th e r e  w e re  no G ra n ts  o r  M a c a u la y s  w ith  a  s t ro n g  

v o ic e  in  P a r l i a m e n t  w hen  th e  B r i t i s h  b e g an  ex p an d in g  th e i r  c o lo n ie s  in  

th e  W e s te rn  H e m is p h e re .  T h e  g o v e rn m e n t h a d  no i n t e r e s t  in  c o n v e r t ­

ing  th e  In d ia n s  to  C h r is t ia n i ty  o r  " c iv i l iz a t io n " ,  a n d  d e a l t  w ith  th e m  

on ly  to  a c q u i r e  la n d  e i th e r  by p u r c h a s e  o r  c o n q u e s t. A t b e s t ,  th e  

v a r io u s  t r i b a l  g ro u p s  w e r e  t r e a t e d  a s  " fo re ig n  n a t io n s "  w ith o u t 

p o l i t ic a l  o r  e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s  w ith in  th e  f r a m e w o rk  of th e  C o lo n ie s . A s  

a  r e s u l t ,  th e  n u m e ro u s  In d ian  g ro u p s  in  th e i r  c o m m u n itie s  d id  no t 

e x p e r ie n c e  s o c ia l ,  e c o n o m ic , an d  p o l i t ic a l  d e v e lo p m e n t a s  d id  th e  

E u r o p e a n s  in  th e i r  e v e r  - ex p an d in g  s e t t le m e n ts .  W ith o u t c i t iz e n s h ip ,  

la n d  r ig h t s ,  o r  th e  w h e re w ith a l  to  d e fe n d  th e m s e lv e s ,  th e  In d ia n s  

r e m a in e d  a s  a l ie n s  to b e  p u sh e d , p it ie d , o r p a r le y e d  w ith  by th e



g ro w in g  t id e  of e m p ir e  b u i ld e r s ,  w ho m o v e d  d e e p e r  a n d  d e e p e r  in to  

In d ia n  h e ld  t e r r i t o r y  (S p ic e r  1962: 344).

A f te r  1776, th e  new  g o v e rn m e n t of th e  U n ited  S ta te s  c o n tin u e d  

th is  p o lic y , p u sh in g  th e  In d ia n s  f a r t h e r  a n d  f a r th e r  w e s tw a rd  b e fo re  th e  

o n - r u s h in g  t id e  of s e t t l e r s .  I t w a s  o n ly  a f te r  th e  m a n a g e m e n t of In d ia n  

A f f a i r s  w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  f r o m  th e  W ar D e p a r tm e n t to  th e  D e p a r tm e n t of 

th e  I n te r io r  th a t  v ie w s  of a  d i f f e r e n t  s o r t  b eg an  to  ta k e  e f fe c t .

O ut of th e  e r a  of th e  C iv il  W ar g re w  b u rn in g  i s s u e s  of n a tio n a l 

r e c o g n it io n  a b o u t th e  d ig n ity  of a l l  r a c e s  a n d  th e  r ig h t s  o f f r e e d o m  fo r  

a ll  m e n . T h e  c o n s c ie n c e  o f m a n y  A n g lo - A m e r ic a n s - - a n d  m o r e  s ig n i f i ­

c a n tly , th e i r  C o n g r e s s - - c o u ld  no lo n g e r  b e a r  th e  g u ilt  o f In d ia n  a n n ih i la ­

tio n . M en of in f lu e n c e  lik e  V in c e n t C o ly e r  a n d  G e n e ra l  O. O. H o w ard , 

r e p r e s e n t in g  th e  f e d e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t, so u g h t to m a k e  p e a c e  w ith  th e  

In d ia n s , to  p la c e  th e m  on a s s ig n e d  r e s e r v a t io n s ,  a n d  to p r o te c t  th e m  

f ro m  A ng lo  e n c ro a c h m e n t.

W ith  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f In d ia n  r e s e r v a t io n s ,  v e r y  r a r e l y  in  

the  m o s t  p ro d u c t iv e  a r e a s  of th e  c o u n try , m an y  t r i b a l  g ro u p s  w e r e  

d e p r iv e d  of th e i r  t r a d i t io n a l  e c o n o m ic  p u r s u i t s .  In i t ia l ly , th e  g o v e r n ­

m e n t w as  p le a s e d  to  o ffe r  c o m p le te  m a te r i a l  s u p p o r t  to  th e  In d ia n s  in  

r e t u r n  fo r  p e a c e fu l  c o e x is te n c e .  Soon, h o w e v e r , i t  b e c a m e  o b v io u s  

th a t  i f  th e s e  p e o p le  w e re  e v e r  to  b e c o m e  s e lf - s u p p o r t in g ,  s te p s  w ou ld  

h a v e  to  be  ta k e n  to  t r a in  th e m  to  m a k e  u s e  of th e i r  new  a n d  r e s t r i c t e d

7

e n v iro n m e n t. T he  f e d e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t, th ro u g h  i t s  D e p a r tm e n t  of th e
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I n te r io r ,  w as  g iv en  th e  fu ll  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r  th is  " p ro g ra m  fo r  c iv i l i z a ­

tio n "  (S p ic e r  1962: 3 4 6 -3 4 7 ).

T he D aw es A c t o f 1887 c r y s t a l l i z e d  m u ch  of th is  p o lic y , a n d  

a long  w ith  i t s  la n d  a l lo tm e n t  p r o g r a m , i t  p ro v id e d  fo r  th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t  

o f  a  n u m b e r  of o f f - r e s e r v a t io n  b o a rd in g  s c h o o ls  fo r  th e  c h i ld re n .

A n o th e r  k e y  f e a tu r e  o f th is  p la n  w a s  to  tu r n  o v e r  m u c h  of th e  r e s p o n s i ­

b ility  fo r  In d ian  A f f a i r s  to  th e  v a r io u s  C h r is t ia n  r e l ig io u s  d e n o m in a ­

tio n s , who w e re  e a g e r  to  w in  new  c o n v e r ts  f ro m  th e  r a n k s  of th e  "n o b le  

r e d - m a n " .  A s  new  b o a rd in g  s c h o o ls  w e re  e s ta b l i s h e d  u n d e r c h u rc h  

a u s p ic e s  w ith  m is s io n a r y  t e a c h e r s  a n d  f e d e r a l  s u b s id y , m o r e  a n d  m o re  

In d ian  c h i ld r e n  w e r e  f o r c ib ly  e x p o se d  to  th e  w ay s  of W e s te rn  m a n  (S p ic e r  

1962: 3 4 7 -3 4 9 ).

By th e  tu r n  of th e  c e n tu r y ,  th e  In d ia n  B u re a u  h a d  r e l in q u is h e d  

m o s t  of i t s  c o n t r a c ts  w ith  th e  v a r io u s  m is s io n a r y  g ro u p s , a n d  h a d  

u n d e r ta k e n  th e  o p e ra t io n  of th e  b o a rd in g  sc h o o l p r o g r a m  i t s e l f .  M o re  

an d  m o r e  s c h o o ls  w e re  b e in g  b u il t  on  o r  n e a r  th e  r e s e r v a t io n s ,  a n d  by 

1917, n e a r ly  7, 000 In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  w e re  e n r o l le d  th ro u g h o u t A r iz o n a ,

New M ex ico , N ev ad a , a n d  U tah  (S p ic e r  1962: 438). A s a  r e s u l t  of th is  

p r o g r a m  of " c a p t iv e  e d u c a tio n "  m a n y  In d ia n  f a m i l ie s  d e v e lo p e d  h o s t i le  

a t t i tu d e s  to w a rd s  th e  In d ia n  B u re a u , fo r  th e  d is ru p t io n  of t r a d i t io n a l  

f a m ily  l ife  w a s  s o r e ly  r e s e n te d .  F in a lly , in  1934, p ro v is io n s  w e re  

m a d e  fo r  th e  s u p p o r t  of lo c a l  day  sc h o o l f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  r e s e r v a t io n  In d ia n

c h i ld re n .
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T h e  In d ian  R e o r g a n iz a t io n  A c t of 1934 m a d e  so m e  f a r - r e a c h in g  

c h a n g e s  in  th e  p o l ic ie s  of th e  In d ia n  B u re a u . In s te a d  o f e n c o u ra g in g  

th e  a l lo tm e n t - - a n d  u l t im a te  l o s s - - o f  r e s e r v a t io n  la n d s , a l lo tm e n ts  

w e re  s to p p e d  an d  la n d  w as p u r c h a s e d  to  be  a d d e d  to  m a n y  o f th e  e x i s t ­

in g  r e s e r v a t io n s .  T h e  s u p p r e s s io n  of t r a d i t io n a l  r e l ig io u s  a c t iv i t ie s  

th ro u g h  r e s t r i c t i v e  law s  an d  e c o n o m ic  s u p p o r t  o f C h r is t ia n  m is s io n a r y  

s c h o o ls  w a s  h a lte d . F e d e r a l  s c h o o ls  b eg an  te a c h in g  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  to  

a p p r e c ia te  " f a v o ra b le "  a s p e c t s  of th e i r  t r a d i t io n a l  c u l tu r e s ,  a n d  m a n y  

b o a rd in g  s c h o o ls  w e re  e i th e r  c lo s e d  o r  c o n v e r te d  in to  d ay  s c h o o ls ,  w ith  

p ro v is io n s  m a d e  to  a llo w  fo r  f e d e r a l  s u p p o r t  of th e  c o s t  of e d u c a tin g  

In d ia n  c h i ld re n  in  n e a rb y  in te g r a te d  p u b lic  s c h o o ls  (S p ic e r  1962: 3 5 1 - 

352).

T he  b a s ic  id e a  of th e  IR A  p o lic y  w a s  th a t th e  c u l tu r a l  a s s i m i ­
la t io n  of In d ia n s , in d iv id u a l by in d iv id u a l, a s  c o n c e iv e d  in  th e  
f o r m e r  p o lic y  of la n d  a l lo tm e n t  an d  b o a rd in g -s c h o o l  e d u c a tio n , 
d is o r g a n iz e d  b o th  In d ia n  p e r s o n a l i ty  a n d  c o m m u n it ie s ,  a n d  
th a t  in f lu e n c e s  f ro m  A n g lo  c u l tu r e  c o u ld  b e s t  be  a s s im i l a t e d  
th ro u g h  th e  m e d iu m  of th e  t r i b e  a s  an  o rg a n iz e d  e n ti ty  s e t  up 
to d e a l a s  a  u n it  w ith  th e  o u ts id e  in f lu e n c e s  (S p ic e r  1962: 352).

A lth o u g h  m u c h  of th e  p o lic y  in c lu d e d  in  th e  1934 In d ia n  R e o r g a n ­

iz a t io n  A c t i s  fo llo w e d  to  th is  day , th e r e  h a v e  b e en  so m e  new  d e v e lo p ­

m e n ts  w ith in  th e  e d u c a tio n a l p h a s e  of th e  In d ian  B u re a u  p r o g r a m .

W hile  th e  e x p r e s s e d  p h ilo so p h y  d i r e c t in g  th e  p r o g r a m  s t i l l  a im s  

to w a rd s  th e  im p r o v e m e n t  of In d ia n  c o m m u n it ie s  ( P e te r s o n  1948: 9 -1 0 ) , 

m u c h  h a s  b e e n  don e  w ith in  th e  l a s t  few  y e a r s  to i n c r e a s e  th e  d e g r e e  of 

c o n ta c t  b e tw ee n  In d ia n s  a n d  A n g lo s . C h ie f  am o n g  th e s e  e f fo r t s  i s  th e
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e s ta b l is h m e n t  of a  g r e a t  m a n y  m o r e  in te g r a te d  p u b lic  s c h o o ls , s u b ­

s ta n t ia l ly  s u p p o r te d  by f e d e r a l  J o h n s o n -O 'M a lle y  fu n d s  (A r iz o n a  

C o m m is s io n  of In d ian  A f f a i r s  1 9 6 1 -6 2 : 1 4 -1 8 ). S om e of th e s e  new  

s c h o o ls  a r e  now a p p e a r in g  w ith in  th e  b o u n d a r ie s  of th e  r e s e r v a t io n s ,  

w ith  f e d e r a l ,  s ta te ,  a n d  t r i b a l  a g e n c ie s  c o o p e ra tin g  in  th e i r  a d m i n i s t r a ­

tio n .

W ith  e m p lo y m e n t o p p o r tu n i t ie s  s e v e r e ly  l im i te d  on m an y  

r e s e r v a t io n s ,  th e  In d ian  B u re a u  d e v e lo p e d  an  e x te n s iv e  r e lo c a t io n  

p r o g r a m  fo r  In d ia n  f a m i l ie s  w illin g  to t r a in  a n d  w o rk  in  m e tro p o l i ta n  

a r e a s  o fte n  d is ta n t  f ro m  th e i r  n a tiv e  h o m e la n d s . T h u s, by ta k in g  

a d v a n ta g e  of c o m p e llin g  e co n o m ic  n e e d s , th e  In d ian  B u re a u  h o p e d  th a t  

m an y  In d ia n  f a m i l ie s  w o u ld  be f o r c e d  in to  e x te n d e d  c o n ta c t  w ith  A n g lo s , 

by liv in g  a n d  w o rk in g  in  o f f - r e s e r v a t io n  n o n -In d ia n  c o m m u n it ie s ;  th e  

e v e n tu a l r e s u l t  b e in g  u l t im a te  a s s im i la t io n .

W ith in  th e  l a s t  te n  y e a r s ,  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n - - th a t  i s ,  a c a d e m ic  

a n d  v o c a tio n a l  t r a in in g  fo r  In d ia n s  b ey o n d  th e  h ig h  sch o o l l e v e l - - h a s  

d ra w n  in c r e a s in g  a t te n tio n  f r o m  In d ia n s  an d  n o n -In d ia n s  a l ik e .  V a s t  

su m s  f r o m  a  w id e  v a r i e ty  of s o u r c e s  h a v e  b een  in v e s te d  in  s c h o la r s h ip s  

fo r  a n  e v e r - in c r e a s in g  n u m b e r  o f h ig h  s c h o o l In d ian  g r a d u a te s ,  w h o se  

r e c o r d s  show  p r o m is e  fo r  f u r th e r  t r a in in g .  T h e s e  s tu d e n ts  a r e  th e  

r e p r e s e n ta t i v e s  of a  g e n e ra t io n , w ho a r e  su p p o se d  to  go out in to  th e  

W hite  m a n 's  w o r ld  to  l e a r n  i t s  w a y s  an d  th e n  r e tu r n  to  th e i r  p e o p le , 

le a d in g  th e m  in to  c lo s e r  a l ig n m e n t w ith  th e  m o d e rn  w o r ld .
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T h u s , in  s l ig h tly  m o r e  th a n  fo u r  b e w ild e re d  g e n e r a t io n s ,  th e  

A m e r ic a n  In d ian  h a s  b e e n  t r a n s f o r m e d  f r o m  a " v a n ish in g  r a c e "  in to  a  

p ro m in e n t  A m e r ic a n  m in o r i ty .  T h e  W hite  M an, to o , h a s  e x p e r ie n c e d  

a  t r a n s f o r m a t io n  of s o r t s ,  and  h a s  t r a d e d  in  h is  r e p e a t in g  r i f l e  f o r  th e  

te x tb o o k . T he  r e l e n t l e s s ,  h o r s e - m o u n te d  s o ld ie r s  in  b lu e  h a v e  lo n g -  

s in c e  r e t i r e d ,  r e l i e v e d  by a n  a r m y  of e d u c a to r s .

S u r ro u n d e d  by  a  s o c ie ty  b e w itc h e d  by th e  lu r e  o f " p r o g r e s s " ,  

th e  A m e r ic a n  In d ia n  to d a y  h a s  c o m e  to  l e a r n  th a t  " T r a d i t io n  i s  th e  

e n em y  of p r o g r e s s "  (M cC o m b e , V ogt, a n d  K lu ck h o h n  1951: 82). A m id  

th e  c r i e s  of a  few  w ho e x to l th e  v a lu e  of p r e s e r v in g  m a n y  In d ia n  t r a d i ­

t io n a l  b e l ie f s  a n d  c u s to m s , r in g  th e  f i r m , u n fa l te r in g  v ie w s  of h ig h -  

ra n k in g  e d u c a to r s  an d  In d ia n  B u re a u  p e r s o n n e l ,  who m a in ta in  th a t:  " I t  

b e c o m e s  a p p a r e n t  th a t  c o -m in g lin g  o r m ix tu r e  in  th e  m e lt in g  p o t of 

A m e r ic a n  e d u c a tio n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  o r  b a s ic  to  th e  f u tu r e  of th e  In d ia n  

p e o p le "  (H ead  I9 6 0 : 24).

A  la r g e  s e g m e n t  of th e  In d ia n  p o p u la tio n  to d a y  i s  n o t w illin g  to  

h a v e  i t s  id e n t i ty  th ro w n  in to  th e  " m e lt in g  p o t"  so  th a t  i t  c a n  be  a b s o r b e d  

by th e  d o m in a n t A ng lo  c u l tu r e .  T h e y  m a y  s e e k  a  m a t e r i a l  s ta n d a r d  of 

liv in g  e q u a l to  th a t of th e  W h ite  M an, b u t th e y  do n o t d e s i r e  h is  c o d e  of 

v a lu e s , n o r  do th e y  w is h  to a s s i m i l a t e  h is  c u l tu r a l  h e r i ta g e :  th e  p h i lo s ­

o p h ie s , th e  le g e n d s , an d  th e  s p i r i tu a l  t r a d i t io n s  th a t id e n tify  th e  A n g lo -  

A m e r ic a n s  a s  a  p a r t  of " W e s te rn  C iv i l iz a t io n " .
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A s  a n  In d ian  t r ib e ,  w e  n e e d  to b e t te r  o u r s ta n d a rd s  of 
liv in g , t h a t 's  a l l  w e 'r e  lo o k in g  fo r ,  th ro u g h  e d u c a tio n . Y ou 
c a n n o t c h an g e  o u r  c o lo r ,  n o b o d y 's  go ing  to  c h a n g e  o u r c o lo r .
Y ou c a n  s c r u b  i t  a  h u n d re d  t im e s  a  day  an d  w e 'l l  s t i l l  h a v e  o u r 
d a r k  sk in . A ll  w e 'r e  a sk in g  fo r  i s  a  b e t te r  w ay  of l ife  and  th a t  
c o m e s  o n ly  th ro u g h  e d u c a tio n . I  h o p e  o u r y o u n g s te r s  w ill  k e e p  
s o m e  of th e s e  v a lu e s  o f th e i r  c u l tu re ,  of th e i r  r e l ig io n ,  of th e i r  
b e l ie f s ,  th e  s to r y  o f how  th e y  h a v e  b een  c r e a te d .  T h e r e 's  a  
b e a u tifu l  s to r y  a b o u t how  th e  N a v a jo s  w e re  c r e a te d .  B u t th e  
h i s to r i e s  th a t  a r e  w r i t t e n  to d a y  a r e  n o t be ing  w r i t t e n  by N a v a jo s ; 
do you  know  w h e re  th e y  s a id  th e  N a v a jo s  c a m e  f r o m ?  T h ey  s a y  
th e y  c a m e  th ro u g h  A la s k a  dow n th is  w ay  to w h e re  w e a r e  now .
T h a t i s  n o t o u r s to ry ;  I  b e l ie v e  o u r  s to r y .  I  d o n 't  th in k  I c a m e  
f ro m  C h in a . W e h a v e  a  d if f e r e n t  b e l ie f  a l to g e th e r ,  d i f f e r e n t  
le g e n d s  th a t  w e  t e l l  to  o u r y o u n g s te r s ,  a n d  I b e lie v e  th e y  sh o u ld  
be k e p t (W auneka 1963; 36).

A n d  th is  i s  w h e re  m u c h  of th e  c o n f l ic t  l i e s .  W hile  In d ia n s  a r e  

look ing  to f o r m a l  e d u c a tio n  a s  a  s o lu tio n  to  m an y  of th e i r  p r e s e n t  p r o b ­

le m s - - p o v e r ty ,  p o o r  h e a lth , s o c ia l  d is in te g ra t io n ,  an d  p o l i t ic a l  

im p o te n c e ; f a c to r s  w h ic h  th r e a te n  to  d e s t r o y  the  " In d ia n  w ay  of l i f e " - -  

A n g lo s  v iew  fo r m a l  e d u c a tio n  a s  th e  k e y  p r o c e s s  fo r  th e  p e a c e fu l 

a s s im i la t io n  of a l l  In d ia n  g ro u p s . T h e  r e s u l t  i s  a  c o n f l ic t  h a r b o u r e d  

w ith in  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l  a im s  o f th e  p r o g r a m  of In d ia n  e d u c a tio n  i t s e l f .

I t  i s  a  c o n f l ic t  th a t  e n d a n g e rs  th e  s u c c e s s f u l  fu lf i l lm e n t of th e  h o p e s  o f 

e i th e r  s id e , a n d  i t  s e r io u s ly  th r e a te n s  th e  g r e a t  r e s e r v o i r  o f h u m a n  

p o te n tia l  in h e r e n t  in  th e  p r e s e n t  a n d  f u tu r e  g e n e r a t io n s  of In d ia n  y o u th .

T h e  B a c k g ro u n d  of T h is  S tudy

In  1959 a  s tu d y  w a s  b eg u n  in  A r iz o n a  on th e  S an  C a r lo s  A p a c h e  

R e s e r v a t io n  w h ic h  so u g h t to  in v e s t ig a te  f a c to r s  u n d e r ly in g  th e  a p p a r e n t  

in e f f e c t iv e n e s s  of th e  p r o g r a m  of e d u c a tio n  to  r a i s e  th e  a c a d e m ic  le v e l
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of th e  A p a c h e  s tu d e n t p o p u la tio n . In d ia n  B u re a u  a n d  p u b lic  s c h o o l 

o f f ic ia ls  w e re  c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t th e  h ig h  r a t e  of s c h o o l d r o p - o u ts  a n d  

d a ily  a b s e n te e is m  an d  th e  e x t r e m e ly  low  p e r c e n ta g e  of h ig h  sc h o o l a n d  

c o lle g e  g r a d u a te s .  T r ib a l  l e a d e r s ,  m e a n w h ile , c o m p la in e d  th a t  th e i r  

s tu d e n ts  w e r e  r e c e iv in g  in f e r io r  t r a in in g  a n d  d i s c r im in a to r y  t r e a tm e n t  

f r o m  bo th  the  p u b lic  a n d  f e d e r a l  s ch o o l p r o g r a m s .

In r e s p o n s e  to  a  r e q u e s t  f r o m  bo th  t r i b a l  a n d  BIA o f f ic e s , th e  

U n iv e rs i ty  of A r iz o n a  th ro u g h  th e  s p o n s o r s h ip  of th e  N a tio n a l S c ie n c e  

F o u n d a tio n , b eg an  a  tw o a n d  o n e -h a lf  y e a r  r e s e a r c h  p r o je c t  on th e  San  

C a r lo s  R e s e r v a t io n .  T he  p r in c ip a l  in v e s t ig a to r  w a s  D r. E d w a rd  H. 

S p ic e r  of th e  D e p a r tm e n t  of A n th ro p o lo g y . H is a s s i s t a n t  a n d  p r i m a r y  

f ie ld  r e s e a r c h e r  w a s  th e  a u th o r  o f th i s  t h e s i s .

T h e  d a ta  fo r  th e  e n su in g  s tu d y  c a m e  f ro m  f i l e s  of th e  San 

C a r lo s  S ch o o l P r o j e c t  a n d  in c lu d e  o f f ic ia l  s c h o o l a n d  c o u r t  r e c o r d s ,  

c a s e  h i s to r i e s ,  in te r v ie w s ,  a n d  f ie ld  n o te s  r e c o r d in g  a  v a r i e ty  of s u b ­

je c t s  a n d  in c id e n ts  r e f le c t in g  th e  o p e ra t io n s  of th e  e n t i r e  s c h o o l p r o ­

g ra m , th e  a t t i tu d e s  o f c h i ld re n ,  p a r e n ts ,  a n d  n o n -In d ia n s , a n d  m a n y  

f a c e ts  of r e s e r v a t io n  l if e . C o n s id e r in g  th e  v o lu m e  of th e  d a ta  a n d  

s u b je c t  m a t t e r  in v o lv e d , a  d is c u s s io n  of th e  d e s ig n  a n d  l im i ta t io n s  of 

th is  s tu d y  w ill  be p r e s e n te d  a t  th e  e n d  of th is  c h a p te r .



T he S ta te m e n t of th e  P r o b le m  an d  th e  
P o s tu la t io n  of a  W o rk in g  H y p o th e s is

W hen th e  s tu d y  b eg an  in  M a rc h  o f 1959, one  of th e  f i r s t  o b je c ­

tiv e s  w as  to  re v ie w  a l l  of th e  a v a i la b le  s tu d e n t r e c o r d s  to  c o m p ile  a  

c o m p re h e n s iv e  body of c o n tig u o u s  d a ta  fo r  a n  e v a lu a tio n  of th e  t r e n d s  

a n d  d e v e lo p m e n ts  in  A p a c h e  a c a d e m ic  p e r f o r m a n c e .  S uch  a  re v ie w , 

su p p le m e n te d  by in te r v ie w s  a n d  c a s e  h i s to r i e s  r e s u l t e d  in  th e  d e f in i­

tio n  of th r e e  b ro a d  a r e a s  of A p a c h e  te e n - a g e  p ro b le m s :

1. T he r a t e  of a c a d e m ic  p r o g r e s s  fo r  A p a c h e s  a t  l e a s t  b ey o n d  

th e  fo u r th  g r a d e  le v e l  w a s  s ig n if ic a n tly  below  th a t  fo r  n o n - In d ia n s .

2. B o a rd in g  s c h o o l a n d  ju v e n ile  c o u r t  r e c o r d s  in d ic a te d  

s e v e r e  s o c ia l  and  e m o tio n a l p ro b le m s  fo r  a  l a r g e  s e g m e n t o f th e  A p a ch e  

te e n - a g e  p o p u la tio n . *

3. T h e re  w as  an  e x c e p tio n a lly  p o o r r e s p o n s e  to  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  

fo r  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  a n d  c a r e e r  e m p lo y m e n t am o n g  A p a ch e  t e e n - a g e r s ,  

a s  r e f l e c te d  in  d ro p - o u t  a n d  e m p lo y m e n t r e c o r d s ,  and  p o s t - h ig h  sc h o o l 

a c a d e m ic  e n ro l lm e n t .

P r e l i m in a r y  to  a  h y p o th e s is  d i r e c t in g  th e  a n a ly s is  of th e  d a ta  

a r e  s e v e r a l  a s s u m p tio n s  th a t  th e  a u th o r  w o u ld  l ik e  h is  r e a d e r s  to 

r e c o g n iz e .

14

1. S p e c if ic  f ig u r e s  w ill be in c lu d e d  in  th e  te x t  o f th e  a n a ly s is  
of th e  d a ta  in  C h a p te r  III.
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F i r s t ,  i t  i s  a s s u m e d  th a t  th e r e  i s  a  fu n c tio n a l r e la t io n s h ip  

b e tw ee n  th e  v a r io u s  a s p e c ts  of a  s o c ie ty 's  c u l tu r e  a n d  i t s  p a r t ic ip a t in g  

in d iv id u a ls .  T h is  i s  b a s e d  p r i m a r i l y  on th e  s tu d ie s  of L in to n  (1936),

K a rd in e r  (1939), a n d  D uB ois (1944), w ho sh o w ed  how e a c h  in d iv id u a l 

m e m b e r  p a r t i c ip a te d  to  v a ry in g  d e g r e e s  in  th e  o v e r  - a l l  fu n c tio n in g  of 

h is  s o c ie ty , a s  p r e s c r i b e d  by h is  own " a s c r ib e d "  o r  " a c h ie v e d "  s t a t u s e s .

S econd , i t  i s  a s s u m e d  th a t  th e  A p a c h e  In d ia n  m a jo r i ty  of th e  

San C a r lo s  R e s e r v a t io n  c a n  be  d e a lt  w ith  a s  a  d is t in c t  s o c ia l  a n d  

c u l tu r a l  u n it, s u i ta b le  fo r  a  c o m m u n ity  s tu d y . T h is  i s  n o t to  s a y  th a t  

th is  r e s e r v a t io n  c o m m u n ity  sh o u ld  be  v ie w e d  a s  a  c u l tu r a l  i s o la te ,  bu t 

r a t h e r  a s  a  ty p e  o f c o m m u n ity , w ith  t r a d i t io n a l  A p a ch e  fo lk w a y s , e x i s t ­

ing  s id e - b y - s id e  w ith  o th e r  ty p e s  of m o d e rn  A m e r ic a n  c o m m u n it ie s .

In  R e d f ie ld 's  t e r m s  ( I9 6 0 : 1 2 8 -1 3 1 ) San  C a r lo s  c o u ld  be th o u g h t o f a s  a  

" c o m m u n ity  w ith in  c o m m u n it ie s " ,  w ith  " s ta te w a y s "  f ro m  th e  d o m in a n t 

c u l tu r e  a n d  " fo lk w a y s"  f ro m  th e  n a t iv e  c u l tu r e  in te rm in g l in g  n o t on ly  

w ith in  th e  p a t te r n s  of d a ily  c o m m u n ity  l ife , bu t a l s o  w ith in  th e  in d iv id u a l 

p e r s o n a l i t i e s  a b id in g  by th e  r u l e s  of th e s e  p a t t e r n s .

T he  San  C a r lo s  R e s e r v a t io n  c o m m u n ity  w as  r a t h e r  u n iq u e  in  

o th e r  r e s p e c t s  a s  w e ll. U n like  m o s t  A n g lo -A m e r ic a n  to w n s, m u c h  of 

th e  d a ily  life  of th e  A p a ch e  p e o p le  w a s  in f lu e n c e d  by a u th o r i t a r i a n  

f e d e r a l  c o n tro l ,  an  A n g lo - im p o s e d  c l a s s  a n d  c a s t e - l i k e  o rg a n iz a t io n  

w ith  l im i te d  s o c ia l ,  e c o n o m ic , a n d  p o l i t ic a l  in te g r a t io n  in to  th e



s u rro u n d in g  A nglo  s o c ie ty , an d  im p o s e d  p r o g r a m s  of a s s im i la t io n  

(S p ic e r  1962: 3 5 3 -3 5 7 ).

T h ird , i t  i s  a s s u m e d  th a t  w h ile  d i s s a t i s f a c t io n  w ith  th e  t r a d i ­

t io n a l m o d e s  of l ife  in  a  m in o r i ty  s o c ie ty  i s  o fte n  a  k e y  f a c to r  in  th e  

m o tiv a tio n  of ch an g e , th e  in a b i l i ty  o f th e  d o m in a n t s o c ie ty  to  p ro v id e  

s a t i s f a c to r y  s u b s t i tu te s  fo r  lo s t  o r  s u p p r e s s e d  v a lu e s  a n d  c u s to m s  c a n  

le a d  to  f r u s t r a t i o n  an d  e v e n tu a l r e s i s t a n c e  to c h a n g e . A c c o rd in g  to  

M ead  (1955: 278), "T h e  le a rn in g  of d e s i r e d  new  b e h a v io r  a n d  a t t i tu d e s  

c an  be a c h ie v e d  by th e  l e a r n e r 's  liv in g  th ro u g h  a  long  s e r i e s  o f s i t u a ­

tio n s  in  w h ich  th e  new  b e h a v io r  i s  m a d e  h ig h ly  s a t i s f y in g - - w i th o u t  

e x c e p tio n  if  p o s s ib le - - a n d  th e  o ld  n o t s a t is fy in g .  " T h is  c r i t e r i o n  i s  

p a r t i c u l a r ly  a p p lic a b le  to  m a n y  r e s e r v a t i o n  c o m m u n it ie s ,  w h e re  the  

p r o g r a m  of fo r m a l  e d u c a tio n  i s  a  p r i m a r y  a g e n t fo r  th e  p ro m o tio n  of 

c u l tu r e  c h a n g e .

F in a lly , i t  i s  a s s u m e d  th a t  in  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  of an y  f o r m a l  

p r o g r a m  o f e d u c a tio n , a im e d  a t  th e  e v e n tu a l a c c u l tu r a t io n  o r  a s s i m i l a ­

tio n  of a  m in o r i ty  c u l tu r e  g ro u p , th e  m a in te n a n c e  o f a  r e a s o n a b le  

d e g re e  of c u l tu r a l  w h o le n e s s  i s  n e c e s s a r y  in  o rd e r  fo r  th e  m in o r i ty  

g ro u p  to  h o ld  i t s  s e l f - r e s p e c t ,  s e lf - c o n f id e n c e ,  a n d  s e l f - a p p r e c ia t io n .  

In  th is  w ay, th e  p r o c e s s  of c u l tu r e  c h an g e , th o u g h  p la n n e d  a n d  d i r e c te d  

a s  i t  m a y  be  by th e  m a jo r i ty  g ro u p , w ill  s e e m  m o re  v o lu n ta ry  a n d  le s s  

im p o s e d , a n d  th e  s e l f - im a g e  o r  s o c ia l - e g o  of th e  m in o r i ty  g ro u p  w ill  

n o t be  d e s t r o y e d  (K e es in g  1958: 4 2 0 -4 2 1 ).

16
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On th e  b a s is  of th e  fo u r a s s u m p tio n s  o u tlin e d  b r ie f ly  ab o v e , 

th e  fo r m a l  h y p o th e s is  of th is  s tu d y  c a n  now be s ta te d :

T he p r im a r y  p ro b le m s  of t e e n - a g e  A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  a s  in d ic a te d  

by th e  a v a i la b le  sc h o o l a n d  ju v e n ile  r e c o r d s ,  g re w  ou t of th e  m a n y  c o n ­

f l i c t s  b e tw e e n  th e  s c h o o l s y s te m s  a n d  th e  v a r io u s  s o c ia l ,  c u l tu r a l ,  a n d  

e co n o m ic  f o r c e s  e x is t in g  on th e  S an  C a r lo s  R e s e r v a t io n ,  p ro d u c in g  a n  

e n v iro n m e n t so  u n s ta b le  th a t  i t  a c tu a l ly  in h ib i te d  th e  le a r n in g  p r o c e s s  

of th e  te e n - a g e  A p a c h e  c h i ld  a s  h e  p a r t i c ip a te d  in  th e  fo r m a l  p r o g r a m  

of e d u c a tio n  to  w h ich  h e  w a s  c o m m itte d .

I t  i s  b e l ie v e d  th a t  th e s e  c o n f l ic ts  c a m e  f ro m  th r e e  b a s ic  a r e a s  

o f e x is t in g  c o n d itio n s  on th e  r e s e r v a t io n .

F i r s t ,  th e r e  w a s  a n  a p p a r e n t  la c k  of f a v o ra b le  c o m m u n ity  in f lu ­

e n ce s  to h e lp  th e  A p a ch e  s tu d e n t in  h is  s e a r c h  fo r  h ig h e r  le v e ls  of 

e d u c a tio n  an d  s o c io -e c o n o m ic  c o n d it io n s . R e s e r v a t io n  u n e m p lo y m e n t 

s to o d  a t  a n  a v e r a g e  f a r  ab o v e  th e  r e s t  of th e  n a tio n  (A riz o n a  C o m m is ­

s io n  of In d ia n  A f fa i r s  1964b). T h e r e  w e re  few  A p a ch e  m o d e ls  of s u c c e s s  

fo r  th e  y o u n g e r  g e n e r a t io n  to  fo llo w . M any  t r i b a l  le a d e r s  w e r e  p o o r ly  

e d u c a te d  in  s p i te  of th e i r  h ig h  p o l i t ic a l  s ta tu s .  N u m e ro u s  s o c ia l  p r e s ­

s u r e s ,  r e m n a n ts  f ro m  t r a d i t io n a l  A p a c h e  c u s to m s  an d  b e l ie f s ,  w e re  

im p o s e d  f r o m  t im e  to  t im e  on A p a c h e s  s e e k in g  to  a s s im i l a t e  n o n -In d ia n  

h a b i ts .  T h e s e  o c c u r r e d  in  th e  fo rm  of p u b lic  h o s t i l i ty ,  a v o id a n c e , o r 

e v e n  p o l i t ic a l  a n d  e co n o m ic  d is c r im in a t io n ,  i f  th e  in d iv id u a l w a s  in  a

p o s i t io n  w h e re  he n e e d e d  t r i b a l  s u p p o r t .
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S eco n d ly , i t  w a s  l e a r n e d  th a t  in  th e  c a s e  o f m a n y  A p a c h e  

f a m i l ie s ,  th e r e  w as  b o th  in a d e q u a te  a n d  in c o n s is te n t  a d u lt  s u p p o r t  of 

th e  A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  an d  th e  o v e r  - a l l  p r o g r a m  of e d u c a tio n  to  w h ich  th e y  

w e re  c o m m itte d . M uch of th is  " a p a th y " , w h ich  a t  t im e s  ev en  tu rn e d  

in to  p a s s iv e  o r open  r e s i s t a n c e ,  c a m e  f r o m  a  v a r i e ty  of p ro b le m s :

a . W id e s p re a d  fa m ily  p o v e r ty  an d  u n e m p lo y m e n t h a d  d i s ­

c o u ra g e d  m a n y  a d u lts ,  a n d  h a d  tu r n e d  th e i r  a t te n t io n  to 

th e  im m e d ia te  r e l i e f  of p r e s s in g  e c o n o m ic  p r o b le m s .

b . T h e  c o n tin u a l b re a k d o w n  of A p a ch e  fa m ily  s o l id a r i ty  an d  

a u th o r i ty  h a d  b lo c k e d  m a n y  o f th e  n o rm a l  c h a n n e ls  of 

f a m ily  s u p p o r t .

c . M any of th e  A p a c h e  a d u lts  w e re  ig n o ra n t  of th e  r e a l  a im s  

a n d  m e th o d s  of th e  e d u c a tio n  p r o g r a m , a n d  h e n c e  h e s i ­

ta te d  to  g iv e  i t  th e i r  fu l l  s u p p o r t .  T h o se  w ho p o s s ib ly  

m is u n d e r s to o d  o r d i s a g r e e d  w ith  c e r t a in  a s p e c ts  of th e  

e d u c a tio n  p r o g r a m , o f f e re d  r e s i s t a n c e  to  i t  b e c a u s e  th e y  

f e l t  th a t  i t  c o n f l ic te d  w ith  so m e  of th e i r  t r a d i t io n a l  A p a ch e  

v a lu e s .

d. M any A p a c h e  a d u lts  sh o w ed  r e s e n tm e n t  to w a rd s  th e  p r o ­

g ra m  of e d u c a tio n  fo r  th e i r  c h i ld re n ,  b e c a u s e  th e y  h a d  

b e en  fo r  so  long k e p t  o u t of th e  p o l ic y -m a k in g  a n d  o p e r a ­

tio n a l  a s p e c t s  of th e  p r o g r a m .



F in a l ly ,  th e r e  w e re  m a n y  p ro b le m s  w ith in  th e  f r a m e w o r k  of 

th e  e d u c a tio n  p r o g r a m  i t s e l f  th a t  h a d  c r e a te d  c o n f l ic ts  fo r  th e  A p a ch e  

s tu d e n ts .  I t w a s  fo u n d  th a t  th e r e  w e re  m an y  in c o n s i s te n c ie s  b e tw ee n  

th e  p o l ic ie s  a n d  m e th o d s  u s e d  by th e  th r e e  m a jo r  s c h o o l s y s te m s  

e m p lo y e d : f e d e r a l ,  p u b lic , a n d  m is s io n  s c h o o ls .  In v e s t ig a t io n  o f th e  

a c a d e m ic  w o rk  a t th e  p r im a r y  le v e ls  on th e  r e s e r v a t io n  sh o w ed  th a t  

m a n y  A p a ch e  s tu d e n ts  w e re  e n te r in g  h ig h  sch o o l p o o r ly  p r e p a r e d  to  

m e e t  th e  e x is t in g  r e q u i r e m e n ts .

A  re v ie w  o f th e  g u id a n c e  a n d  c o u n se lin g  s e r v ic e s  a v a i la b le  to  

A p a c h e  t e e n - a g e r s  r e v e a le d  a  w id e - s p r e a d  in a b i l i ty  on th e  p a r t  of th e  

v a r io u s  s c h o o l s y s te m s  to  e v a lu a te  th e  p ro b le m s  a n d  p o te n t ia ls  of 

th e s e  s tu d e n ts  p r o p e r ly .  T h e  o r ie n ta t io n  of th e  e n t i r e  p r o g r a m , in  

fa c t , w as  to w a rd s  th e  a s s im i la t io n  o f A p a c h e s  in to  th e  A ng lo  c u l tu r e ,  

a n  a im  w h ich  w a s  d ia m e t r ic a l l y  o p p o se d  to  th e  d e s i r e s  o f m o s t  A p a c h e s , 

w h ite  th e  e f fo r ts  to  b r in g  th e  g o a ls  a n d  o p e ra t io n  of th e  p r o g r a m  in to  

m o re  e x te n d e d  a g r e e m e n t  w ith  th e  n e e d s  a n d  d e s i r e s  o f th e  A p a ch e  

p e o p le  w e re  e i th e r  w e a k  o r  n o n - e x is te n t .

T h e  I m p o r ta n c e  o f th e  S tudy

A  s tu d y  of th is  n a tu r e  h a s  i t s  v a lu e  in  th e  f a c t  th a t  so m e  of i t s  

i n t e r p r e ta t io n s  w ill  h a v e  b ro a d  a s  w e ll a s  s p e c ia l iz e d  a p p lic a t io n . E d u ­

c a to r s  a n d  t r i b a l  l e a d e r s  th ro u g h o u t th e  c o u n try , fo r  e x a m p le , do n o t 

u n d e rs ta n d  w hy th e  v a s t  su m s  of m o n e y  s p e n t  th u s  f a r  on th e  e d u c a tio n
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of In d ia n  y o u n g s te r s  h av e  n o t p ro d u c e d  m o re  c o lle g e  g ra d u a te s  an d  

s k i l le d  w o r k e r s .  T h is  s tu d y  w ill  a t te m p t  to  show  w hy so  m a n y  A p a ch e  

s tu d e n ts  h a v e  f a i lu r e  a lm o s t  b u il t  in to  th e i r  p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  a  c o n d itio n  

w h ich  h a s  m o re  a n d  m o r e  s e r io u s  c o n se q u e n c e s  a s  th ey  a p p ro a c h  th e  

h ig h e r  le v e ls  of f o r m a l  e d u c a tio n .

M any  of th e  c u r r e n t  te c h n iq u e s  u s e d  in  f e d e r a l  a n d  p u b lic  

s c h o o ls  fo r  e v a lu a tin g  th e  p r o b le m s  an d  p o te n t ia ls  of A m e r ic a n  In d ia n  

s tu d e n ts  a r e  o p en  to  s e r io u s  q u e s t io n  r e g a r d in g  th e i r  v a l id i ty  a n d  

e f f e c t iv e n e s s .  T h is  s tu d y  w ill  t r y  to  i l l u s t r a t e  an d  e v a lu a te  th is  p r o b ­

lem  in  th e  l ig h t  of o b s e r v a t io n s  m a d e  f r o m  th e  p r o g r a m  of e d u c a tio n  

fo r  S an  C a r lo s  A p a c h e s .

T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  s o u r c e s  in  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  to d a y  d e s c r ib in g  th e  

n a tu re  a n d  in te n s i ty  of t e e n - a g e  p ro b le m s  am o n g  th e  y o u th  of lo w e r  

s o c io -e c o n o m ic  m in o r i ty  g ro u p s  in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s .  S in ce  m a n y  of 

th e  p ro b le m s  d e s c r ib e d  in  th is  s tu d y  w ill  be s im i la r  to  th o s e  fo u n d  in  

th e  l i t e r a tu r e ,  th is  a d d it io n a l  k n o w led g e  s h o u ld  i n c r e a s e  o u r u n d e r s ta n d ­

in g  of th e  p ro b le m  a s  a  w h o le .

D e s ig n  a n d  L im ita t io n s  of th e  S tudy

T h is  s tu d y  w ill  in c lu d e  an  a n a ly s is  of th e  a t te n d a n c e  a n d  

s c h o la s t ic  r e c o r d s  of tw o sc h o o l s y s t e m s - - f e d e r a l  a n d  p u b l ic - - w i th  a  

d is c u s s io n  of c l a s s  p ro m o tio n s ,  g r a d u a te s ,  a n d  d r o p - o u ts ,  to  in d ic a te  

th e  s e r io u s n e s s  of th e  a c a d e m ic  p ro b le m s  of th e  A p a c h e  t e e n - a g e r  a t
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th e  ju n io r  a n d  s e n io r  h ig h  s c h o o l l e v e l s .  T h e re  w ill  a ls o  be  an  a n a ly s is  

of th e  a t te n d a n c e , s c h o la s t ic ,  a g e - g r a d e  la g , a n d  d ro p - o u t  p ro b le m s  

f ro m  th e  d a ta  g a th e r e d  f ro m  in te r v ie w s  w ith  A p a ch e  s tu d e n ts ,  p a r e n ts ,  

t e a c h e r s ,  a n d  a d m in i s t r a to r s ,  in  o r d e r  to u n d e r s ta n d  th e i r  v ie w s  of 

th e s e  p r o b le m s ,  p a r t i c u l a r ly  a s  r e g a r d s  th e  u n d e r ly in g  c a u s e s .  A  

d e s c r ip t io n  o f so m e  b a s ic  r e s e r v a t i o n  e co n o m ic  c o n d itio n s  l i s t e d  

below , w ill  h e lp  to  c l a r i f y  th e i r  e f fe c ts  on A p a ch e  fa m ily  a n d  c o m m u n ity  

l i f e .

1. w id e s p r e a d  p o v e r ty ,

2. th e  c r e d i t  s y s te m  an d  f a m ily  e c o n o m ic s ,

3. e f fe c ts  o f th e  w e l f a r e  p r o g r a m  on fa m ily  e c o n o m ic s , a n d

4. th e  b re a k d o w n  of t r a d i t io n a l  A p a ch e  in t e r - f a m i ly  e c o n o m ic  

d e p en d e n c y .

A  d e s c r ip t io n  o f r e s e r v a t io n  s o c ia l  c o n d itio n s  w ill  in c lu d e :

1. r e c e n t  c h a n g e s  in  t r a d i t io n a l  A p a c h e  s o c ia l  s t r u c tu r e

a . d is ru p t io n  of th e  g o ta h s

b. e f fe c ts  of im p o s e d  A n g lo  in h e r i ta n c e  p r a c t i c e s

c . r e d u c t io n  of t r a d i t io n a l  r e l ig io u s  l ife  an d  th e  lo s s  of 

c la n  im p o r ta n c e

2. th e  b re a k d o w n  in  f a m ily  a u th o r i ty  o v e r A p a c h e  c h i ld re n ,  

r e p la c e d  by A n g lo  in s t i tu t io n s  of law

S o m e of th e  s ig n if ic a n t  c u l tu r a l  c o n f l ic ts  p e r ta in in g  to th e  

p r o g r a m  of f o r m a l  e d u c a tio n  fo r  S an  C a r lo s  A p a c h e s  w ill  be o u tlin e d
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w ith  a  d is c u s s io n  of th e i r  e f fe c ts  on fa m ily  a n d  c o m m u n ity  l i f e .  T h e s e  

i s s u e s  in c lu d e :

a . d is c r im in a t io n  in  s c h o o l

b. th e  a c a d e m ic  h a n d ic a p s  r e s u l t in g  f ro m  sp e a k in g  A p a ch e  in  

th e  h o m e

c . A p a c h e  a t t i tu d e s  o p p o s in g  A nglo  a t t i tu d e s

F r o m  s o m e  of th e  c a s e  h i s to r y  d a ta  g a th e r e d  d u r in g  th e  s tu d y , 

a n  a n a ly s is  w ill  be p r e s e n te d  d e s c r ib in g  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  of th e  A p a ch e  

te e n - a g e r  to  h is  f a m ily  an d  c o m m u n ity . T h e  e f fe c ts  o f th e s e  in s t i tu t io n s  

on h is  p e r s o n a l ,  p s y c h o lo g ic a l, a n d  e m o tio n a l m a k e -u p  w ill  be d is c u s s e d .  

A lso  d ra w n  f r o m  th e  c a s e  h i s to r y  d a ta  w ill  be  a  d is c u s s io n  show ing  th e  

n a tu r e  of th e  r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  th e  A p a c h e  te e n - a g e r ,  h is  p o o r  a c a ­

d e m ic  p e r f o r m a n c e  in  sc h o o l, a n d  h is  v ie w s  to w a rd s  f o r m a l  e d u c a tio n  

an d  h is  v o c a tio n a l  f u tu r e .

A  s u m m a ry  of th e  f in d in g s  a n d  u l t im a te  c o n c lu s io n s  w ill be  

p r e s e n te d  in  th e  f in a l  c h a p te r ,  fo llo w e d  by re c o m m e n d a t io n s  a n d  s u g ­

g e s t io n s  fo r  f u tu r e  r e s e a r c h .

I t  sh o u ld  b e  n o te d  th a t  th is  s tu d y  w ill  n o t in c lu d e  a  d e ta i le d  

a n a ly s is  of r e s e r v a t io n  e c o n o m ic  c o n d itio n s , s in c e  th is  w a s  n o t th e  

fo c u s  of th e  a u th o r 's  r e s e a r c h ,  n o r w e re  th e r e  s u f f ic ie n t  fu n d s  fo r  su c h  

e x te n s iv e  s tu d y . L im ite d  t im e  a n d  fu n d s  a ls o  p r e c lu d e d  a  th o ro u g h  

p s y c h o lo g ic a l  e x a m in a tio n  of th e  A p a c h e  t e e n - a g e r ,  b ey o n d  th e  s ta n d a r d  

a c h ie v e m e n t a n d  a p ti tu d e  t e s t s  d e s c r ib e d  in  th e  r e p o r t .  A ny e f f o r t  to
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p ro v id e  th e  r e a d e r  w ith  a  c o m p le te  d e s c r ip t io n  of p r e s e n t - d a y  A p a c h e  

c u l tu re ,  o r  a  th o ro u g h  a n a ly s is  of A p a c h e  fa m ily  a n d  a d u lt  p ro b le m s ,  

w as a ls o  ab an d o n e d  b e c a u s e  su c h  a n  a t te m p t  by i t s e l f  w o u ld  r e q u i r e  a  

m o n o g ra p h  of c o n s id e r a b le  p r o p o r t io n s .

T he  te c h n iq u e s  of r e s e a r c h  e m p lo y e d  in  th is  s tu d y  h a v e

in c lu d e d :

a . W o rk in g  a s  a  p a r t i c ip a n t - o b s e r v e r  in  v a r io u s  a r e a s  of 

r e s e r v a t io n  l i f e  to  l e a r n  th e  t r e n d s  of s o c io -e c o n o m ic  

f o r c e s  in  th e  v a r io u s  c o m m u n it ie s ,  a n d  to  s tu d y  th e i r  

r e la t io n s h ip s  to  th e  d a ily  l iv e s  o f A p a c h e  c h i ld re n , 

a d u l ts  a n d  th e  p r o g r a m  of f o r m a l  e d u c a tio n .

b. A  m u l t i - f a c e te d  a n a ly s is  o f r e c o r d s  an d  in te r v ie w s  c o n ­

c e rn in g  th e  e d u c a tio n  p r o g r a m  fo r  A p a c h e s , to  u n d e r ­

s ta n d  m o re  fu lly  i t s  m e th o d s  of in s t r u c t io n  a n d  r e s u l t s .

c . C o u n se lin g  w ith  A p a c h e  t e e n - a g e r s  a n d  p a r e n ts  to l e a r n  

th e i r  v ie w s  a b o u t so m e  of th e  p r im a r y  te e n - a g e  p ro b le m s  

a n d  of m a jo r  r e s e r v a t io n  i s s u e s ,  a n d  to o b s e r v e  a t  c lo s e  

h a n d  th e  n a tu r e  of c h i ld - f a m i ly  r e l a t io n s .

d. A  re v ie w  of th e  l i t e r a t u r e  r e g a r d in g  r e s e a r c h  in  c o m p a r ­

a b le  a r e a s  of s tu d y .

e . C o n fe re n c e s  w ith  e d u c a to r s  an d  a d m in i s t r a to r s  to a s c e r ­

ta in  th e i r  v ie w s  of th e  p r o b le m s  o u tlin e d  a b o v e .



T h e  m a jo r  p o r t io n  of th e  d a ta  fo r  th is  s tu d y  w a s  g a th e r e d  by 

th e  a u th o r  w h ile  r e s id in g  a t  S an  C a r lo s ,  A r iz o n a  f ro m  F e b r u a r y ,  1959 

u n til Ju ly , 1961. T h ro u g h o u t th e  c o u r s e  of th is  p e r io d  he  liv e d  in  a  

c am p in g  t r a i l e r  p a r k e d  in  an  a r e a  know n a s  th e  " F a r m  S ta tio n " , w h e re  

a  n u m b e r  of In d ian  a n d  n o n -In d ia n  t r i b a l  e m p lo y e e s  h ad  th e i r  h o m e s .

In a n  e f fo r t  to  b e c o m e  a c q u a in te d  w ith  r e s e r v a t io n  life  a n d  th e  

m an y  k e y  p e o p le  a n d  in s t i tu t io n s  th a t  p a r t i c ip a te d  in  i t ,  th e  a u th o r  w as 

e n c o u ra g e d  to  m a k e  u s e  of e v e r y  o p p o r tu n ity  to  w o rk  w ith  A p a c h e s  

w h ile  le a r n in g  f r o m  th e m . S in ce  p u r e  r e s e a r c h  m e a n t  l i t t l e  to th e  

a v e r a g e  r e s e r v a t i o n  in h a b ita n t, who h a d  v i ta l  d a ily  p ro b le m s  to  so lv e  

a n d  v e r y  p r a c t i c a l  t a s k s  to fu lf i l l ,  i t  w as  im p o r ta n t  th a t  th e  f ie ld  w o rk e r  

of th is  s tu d y  b e c o m e  w e ll  in te g r a te d  in to  th e  a c t iv e  a g e n c ie s  of r e s p o n s i ­

b i l i ty  p e r fo rm in g  lo c a l  d a ily  s e r v ic e s  fo r  th e  A p a c h e  p e o p le .

T h u s , in  th e  s u m m e r  of 1959, h e  b e c a m e  a  c a m p  s u p e r v is o r  

fo r  A p a c h e  te e n - a g e  b o y s , w ho w e re  w o rk in g  in  th e  m o u n ta in s  e a rn in g  

m o n e y  fo r  p e r s o n a l  s c h o o l e x p e n s e s .  T h ro u g h o u t th e  1 9 5 9 -6 0  s c h o o l 

y e a r ,  w ith  th e  a id  of a  m a le  in fo r m a n t  p a id  f ro m  p r o je c t  fu n d s , th e  

a u th o r  a c te d  a s  a n  u n o ff ic ia l t r u a n t  o f f ic e r  a n d  g u id a n c e  c o u n s e lo r ,  

s h a r in g  th e  d a ily  ro u n d s  w ith  a  n a t iv e  t r i b a l  e m p lo y e e . D u rin g  th is  

t im e , th e  p r o je c t  m a in ta in e d  a n  o ff ic e  w ith  a  f u l l - t im e  A p a ch e  s e c r e t a r y  

in  th e  o ld  S an  C a r lo s  S ch o o l b u ild in g , a s  a  b a s e  of o p e r a t io n s .

A s s ig n e d  f ro m  th e  v e r y  b eg in n in g  by  th e  t r i b a l  c o u n c il  to  w o rk  

in  c o o p e ra t io n  w ith  th e  t r i b a l  e d u c a tio n  c o m m itte e , th e  a u th o r  a c te d
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fo r  m o re  th a n  a  y e a r  a s  i t s  s e c r e t a r y  a n d  t r e a s u r e r ,  w o rk in g  w ith  th e  

m e m b e r s  in  w e ek ly  p r o je c t s ,  su ch  a s  th e  lo c a l A p a c h e  N e w s p a p e r , a n d  

t r a v e l in g  a n n u a lly  w ith  s o m e  of i t s  l e a d e r s  to  d is ta n t  s c h o o ls  a n d  e d u c a ­

tio n  c o n fe re n c e s .  D u rin g  th e  l a s t  y e a r  o f th e  s tu d y  th e  a u th o r  w o rk e d  a s  

a  m e m b e r  of th e  t r i b a l  h e a l th  c o m m itte e .  He a ls o  c o o p e r a te d  w ith  

lo c a l  in t e r e s t e d  c i t iz e n s  to open  a  c o m m u n ity  l i b r a r y  th a t  r e c e iv e d  

m an y  o f i t s  m a te r i a l s  f ro m  th e  S ta te  of A r iz o n a  L i b r a r y  E x te n s io n  

S y s te m .

T h ro u g h o u t a l l  of th e s e  a c t iv i t ie s  a f f i l ia t io n s  w e re  m a in ta in e d  

w ith  th e  lo c a l s c h o o l, h e a lth , w e lfa re , a n d  law  e n fo rc e m e n t a g e n c ie s .  

T he  a u th o r  h a d  p a r t i c u l a r ly  c lo s e  c o n ta c t  w ith  su ch  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  a s :  

th e  v ic e - c h a i r m a n  of th e  t r i b a l  c o u n c il an d  h e a d  of th e  h e a l th  a n d  

e d u ca tio n  c o m m it te e s ,  th e  lo c a l  t r i b a l  ju v e n ile  o f f ic e r s ,  th e  B IA  r e s e r ­

v a t io n  p r in c ip a l ,  th e  BIA  s o c ia l  w o r k e r ,  th e  s ix  lo c a l s c h o o l p r i n c i ­

p a ls  a n d  m a n y  of th e i r  te a c h in g  s ta f f , th e  t r i b a l  ju d g e s , th e  lo c a l  

A m e r ic a n  F r ie n d s  S e rv ic e  C o m m itte e  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e ,  a n d  n u m e ro u s  

In d ia n  a n d  n o n -In d ia n  in h a b i ta n ts  o f th e  r e s e r v a t io n  c o m m u n ity , m a n y  

of w hom  w e r e  c lo s e  p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d s .

A  v a r ie ty  of a id s  w e r e  u s e d  to  f a c i l i t a te  th e  g a th e r in g  of th e  

d a ta . W ith  a  n a tiv e  in fo rm a n t ,  tw o w e e k s  w e re  s p e n t le a rn in g  b a s ic  

A p a c h e  k in s h ip  t e r m s  a n d  la n g u a g e  fu n d a m e n ta ls .  A e r ia l  p h o to s  of th e  

th r e e  m a in  A p a c h e  c o m m u n i t ie s - - B y la s ,  P e r id o t ,  and  San  C a r l o s - -  

w e re  u s e d  to  id e n tify  th e  v a r io u s  g o ta h s , an d  th e n  in d iv id u a l f a m i l ie s
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w e re  so u g h t out fo r  in te r v ie w s .  A  s e c o n d  f ie ld  a g e n t sp e n t m u c h  of 

o n e  s u m m e r  c o n su lt in g  th e  a v a i la b le  r e s e r v a t io n  sch o o l r e c o r d s  in  a n  

a t te m p t  to  p ro v id e  a  v iew  in  d e p th  of A p a c h e  e d u c a tio n  t r e n d s .  U n fo r­

tu n a te ly , m a n y  of th e  a v a i la b le  s o u r c e s  w e re  in c o m p le te .  A f te r  th is ,  

th e  p r o je c t  s ta f f  m a in ta in e d  i t s  ow n r e c o r d s ,  a n d  i t  i s  f ro m  th e s e  th a t  

m u c h  of th e  d a ta  fo r  th is  s tu d y  w e r e  o b ta in e d . In  a d d itio n  to  th e s e  

r e c o r d s  a  ru n n in g  log w as  k e p t by th e  a u th o r  th ro u g h o u t th e  d u ra t io n  of 

th e  s tu d y .

In  r e t r o s p e c t ,  i t  c an  b e  s a id  th a t  th e  a u th o r* s  a t te m p t  to  jo in  

th e  a c t iv e  flow  of d a ily  r e s e r v a t io n  l ife  in  o rd e r  to  o b s e r v e  a n d  c o m ­

p re h e n d  th e  m a n y  s u b tle  u n d e r c u r r e n ts  of A p a ch e  an d  A n g lo  a t t i tu d e s  

a n d  e m o tio n s , f o r c e s  a n d  c o u n te r - f o r c e s ,  a f fe c te d  b o th  fa v o ra b ly  a n d  

u n fa v o ra b ly  th e  q u a li ty  o f th e  b a s ic  r e s e a r c h  in v o lv e d . W h ile  on the  

one h a n d  i t  p e r m i t t e d  th e  in t im a te  o b s e r v a t io n  o f fu n d a m e n ta l  r e s e r v a ­

tio n  p r o b le m s ,  i t  a l s o  te n d e d  to in v o lv e  th e  r e s e a r c h e r  in  c o u n t le s s ,  

d a y - to - d a y  p r o b le m s  w h ic h  d e m a n d e d  im m e d ia te  a t te n tio n , and  a t  t im e s  

to o k  p r e c e d e n c e  o v e r  im p o r ta n t  ro u t in e  r e s e a r c h  d u tie s .  W h ile  ta k in g  

p e r s o n a l  a c t io n  to  a s s i s t  t r i b a l  l e a d e r s  a n d  A p a c h e  f a m i l ie s  w ith  d a ily  

p ro b le m s  on th e  jo b  a n d  a t  h o m e  d id  m u c h  to e n d e a r  th e  a u th o r  to  so m e  

of th e  p e o p le , i t  a l s o  c a u s e d  a n ta g o n is m s  a n d  o c c a s io n a l  v io le n t  r e a c ­

tio n s  f ro m  c e r t a in  p o l i t ic a l  e n e m ie s  of th e s e  p e o p le  a n d  n o n -In d ia n  

o f f ic ia ls  who f e l t  th a t  h e  w a s  u n fa i r ly  ta k in g  s id e s .
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In  a n  e f fo r t  to  a c h ie v e  c e r t a in  h u m a n ita r ia n  g o a ls  w h ic h  f r e ­

q u e n tly  in v o lv e d  m u c h  of th e  a u th o r 's  t im e , so m e  of th e  d a ta  w e re  n o t 

fu lly  c o m p le te d  a s  th e y  m ig h t h a v e  b e e n . In a d d itio n  i t  c a n  a ls o  be s a id  

th a t  p h y s ic a l  in v o lv e m e n t in  d a ily  c r i s e s  r e q u i r e d  e m o tio n a l in v o lv e ­

m e n t a s  w e ll .  T he p r i c e  i s  e v id e n t in  th e  b ia s  of th is  r e p o r t ,  bu t 

h o p e fu lly , th e  b ia s  i s  n o t so  s t ro n g  a s  to  in v a l id a te  th e  f in d in g s .



C H A P T E R  II

R E V IE W  O F  TH E L IT E R A T U R E

A lth o u g h  th e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  h i s to r i c a l  w o rk s  w r i t t e n  a b o u t th e  

A p a c h e s  of th e  S an  C a r lo s  R e s e r v a t io n  by su ch  a u th o r s  a s  G oodw in  

(1942), C lum  (1 9 2 8 -1 9 3 1 ), S p ic e r  (1962), a n d  K au t (1957), to  n a m e  a  

few , th e r e  i s  v e r y  l i t t l e  to  be fo u n d  d e s c r ib in g  th e  A p a c h e s  of th e  p o s t  

W o rld  W ar II p e r io d .  E v e n  l e s s  h a s  b e e n  w r i t t e n  a b o u t th e i r  s p e c if ic  

p ro b le m s  in  e d u c a tio n , a lth o u g h  an  o c c a s io n a l  c o n fe re n c e  r e p o r t  w as 

m a d e  d u rin g  th e  c o u r s e  of th is  s tu d y : O lig e r  (1961), P a r m e e  (1961), 

T a lb o t (1962).

T h e re  a r e ,  h o w e v e r , q u ite  a  few  r e c e n t  s tu d ie s  r e g a r d in g  th e  

p e r s o n a l - s o c i a l  p r o b le m s  of In d ia n  s tu d e n ts fro m  o th e r  r e s e r v a t io n s ,  a s  

w e ll  a s  a  n u m b e r  of c o m p re h e n s iv e  r e p o r t s  d is c u s s in g  In d ia n  e d u c a tio n  

in  g e n e r a l .  I t  i s  f ro m  th e s e  m o r e  r e c e n t  s o u r c e s  in  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  th a t  

a  s e le c te d  n u m b e r  of r e le v a n t  s tu d ie s  w ill  be r e v ie w e d  in  an  a t te m p t  to  

a s s i s t  th e  r e a d e r  in  a c h ie v in g  a  g r e a t e r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  of th e  p ro b le m s  

a n d  c a u s e s  d i s c u s s e d  in  th e  a n a ly s is  of th e  d a ta .

It w ill  be s e e n  th a t  m a n y  of th e  p ro b le m s  e n u m e r a te d  in  th e  

l i t e r a t u r e  a r e  s h a r e d  by th e  A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts , fo r  i t  h a s  b e e n  fo u n d  th a t  

th e  d if f e r e n c e  in  th e  p ro b le m s  of s tu d e n ts  f ro m  d if f e r e n t  t r i b e s  i s  v e r y  

o fte n  o n e  of d e g r e e  r a t h e r  th a n  n a tu r e .  T h is  i s  b o rn e  o u t by  th e  f a c t

28
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th a t  m a n y  r e s e a r c h  p r o je c t s  in  In d ia n  E d u c a tio n  Lump a l l  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  

to g e th e r  w h en  a n a ly z in g  th e  d a ta , ju s t  a s  th e y  f r e q u e n t ly  lu m p  th e  f in d ­

in g s  f ro m  a l l  n o n -In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  to g e th e r :  i .  e . Z in tz  (I9 6 0 ), P e te r s o n  

(1948), M c G ra th  e t a l .  (1962). A t a  I960  w o rk sh o p  on th e  p r o b le m s  of 

In d ian  s tu d e n ts  in  f e d e r a l  b o a rd in g  s c h o o ls , a t te n d e d  by B u re a u  of 

In d ia n  A f f a i r s  a n d  U. S. P u b lic  H e a lth  p e r s o n n e l ,  i t  w a s  c o n c lu d e d  th a t  

w h ile  th e r e  a r e  s o m e  u n iq u e  t r i b a l  d if f e r e n c e s  am o n g  th e  In d ia n  c h i ld re n ,  

th e r e  a r e  a ls o  m a n y  b a s ic  s im i l a r i t i e s  b e tw ee n  th e  s tu d e n ts  of d i f f e r e n t  

t r i b e s  an d  b e tw ee n  th e i r  p e r s o n a l  a n d  e d u c a tio n a l p ro b le m s  (P h o e n ix  

In d ia n  S ch o o l I9 6 0 ) .

P e r h a p s  i t  i s  ev en  m o re  s ig n if ic a n t  th a t  in  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  one 

f in d s  h i s to r i c a l ,  s o c ia l ,  a n d  e c o n o m ic  f a c to r s  c o n tr ib u tin g  to  th e  

p e r s o n a l  a n d  e d u c a tio n a l p ro b le m s  of r e s e r v a t io n  In d ia n  t e e n - a g e r s  

e v e ry w h e re , w h ic h  a r e  s im i la r  to  s o m e  of th e  u n d e r ly in g  c a u s e s  of 

t e e n - a g e  p ro b le m s  am o n g  th e  S an  C a r lo s  A p a c h e s . By c o m p a r in g  th e  

r e s u l t s  of p r e v io u s  s tu d ie s  w ith  th e  o b s e r v a t io n s  a t  S an  C a r lo s ,  i t  w a s  

p o s s ib le  to  p in p o in t c e r t a in  fu n d a m e n ta l  a r e a s  of s o c ia l  c o n f lic t ,  

e c o n o m ic  d e p r iv a t io n , a n d  c u l tu r a l  in s ta b i l i ty .  O ut o f th is  c a m e  th e  

fo r m u la t io n  of a  w o rk in g  h y p o th e s is .

T h e re  a r e  m a n y  e x a m p le s  c i te d  in  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  of u n fa v o ra b le  

c o m m u n ity  c o n d itio n s  e x is t in g  on A m e r ic a n  In d ia n  r e s e r v a t i o n s .  In th e  

a r e a  of e m p lo y m e n t, fo r  e x a m p le , a  r e s o u r c e s  d e v e lo p m e n t s tu d y  on 

th e  San C a r lo s  A p a c h e  R e s e r v a t io n  by th e  S ta n fo rd  R e s e a r c h  I n s t i tu te
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in  1954 sh o w ed  th a t:  "A t th e  p r e s e n t  t im e , th e  r e s e r v a t i o n 1 s 1, 623, 000 

a c r e s  f u r n i s h  e m p lo y m e n t fo r  a p p ro x im a te ly  th r e e - f o u r th s  of th e  n e a r ly  

1, 000 fa m ily  h e a d s  w ho a r e  r e s id e n t  m e m b e r s  of th e  t r i b e "  (R o b iso n  e t 

a l .  1954: 9).

In 1964, h o w e v e r , th e  A r iz o n a  C o m m is s io n  of In d ia n  A f fa i r s  

p u b lis h e d  f ig u r e s  ev en  l e s s  f a v o r a b le - - th o u g h  p o s s ib ly  no t a s  w e ll s u b ­

s ta n t ia  t e d - - th a n  th e  S ta n fo rd  R e s e a r c h  I n s t i tu te  s tu d y . A c c o rd in g  to  

th e  A CIA, 500 (a p p ro x im a te  f ig u r e  on ly) o u t of a  to ta l  m a le  la b o r  f o r c e  

of 750 a r e  u n e m p lo y e d . F o r  th e  w o m en , 100 (a p p ro x im a te  f ig u r e  on ly) 

o u t of 130 a r e  c la im e d  to  b e  u n e m p lo y e d . T h e  r e p o r t  s ta t e s  th a t  no 

m o r e  th a n  80 A p a c h e s  a r e  e m p lo y e d  on  th e  r e s e r v a t io n  (A r iz o n a  

C o m m is s io n  of In d ia n  A f f a i r s  1964b). *

C o n d itio n s  am o n g  th e  S ioux  of N o r th  a n d  S ou th  D ak o ta  h a v e  

f ro m  t im e  to  t im e  b e e n  c o m p a r e d  w ith  th o s e  fo r  th e  S an  C a r lo s  A p a ch e . 

A  look  a t  s o m e  e m p lo y m e n t f ig u r e s  c i te d  in  th e  r e c e n t ly  c o m p le te d  

O g la la  S ioux  E d u c a tio n a l  P r o j e c t  by M u r ra y  a n d  R o s a l ie  W ax sh o w s 

th a t  in  1956, out of 2, 606 S io u x  f a m i l ie s ,  58 . 6% c la im e d  an  a n n u a l 

in c o m e  o f u n d e r $1, 000. S uch  a  sum  s e e m s  le s s  s u r p r i s in g  w hen  one  

i s  a w a re  of th e  f a c t  th a t  in  th a t  s a m e  y e a r  o v e r 5 2 .9 %  of th e  h e a d s  of 

S ioux  f a m i l ie s  w e re  u n e m p lo y e d . T h e  S ou th  D ak o ta  u n e m p lo y m e n t

1. T h e  a u th o r  i s  a s s u m in g  th a t  th e s e  f ig u r e s  r e f e r  to  f u l l ­
t im e  e m p lo y e e s  o n ly . T e m p o r a r y  e m p lo y m e n t i n c r e a s e s  su d d e n ly  
d u r in g  th e  b r ie f  ro u n d -u p  a n d  c a t t l e - s a l e  p e r io d s .
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f ig u r e  fo r  1950 w a s  2 . 7%. S ta te  th e  a u th o r s  of th is  r e p o r t :  .

o r ig in a l ly ,  th e  'In d ia n  p ro b lem *  w as  r e g a r d e d  a s  one of c u l tu r a l  

a s s im i la t io n ,  w h e re a s  to d a y  th e  c o n c e rn  i s  th e  e c o n o m ic  m i s e r y  an d  

s o c ia l  in f e r io r i ty  of th e  In d ia n "  (W ax a n d  W ax 1963: 13).

E c o n o m ic  a n d  o c c u p a tio n a l c o n d itio n s  on th e  San C a r lo s  

A p a c h e  R e s e r v a t io n  h a v e  b e c o m e  so a c u te  th a t  a s p e c ia l  a p p e a l to  th e  

U. S. C o n g re s s  w a s  m a d e  by th e  t r i b e  in  1963,. to  e s ta b l i s h  one  of th e  

f i r s t  N a tio n a l S e rv ic e  C o rp s  p r o g r a m s  on th e i r  r e s e r v a t io n .

T h e re  i s  a  c r i t i c a l  n e e d  fo r  p r o g r a m s  on th e  S an  C a r lo s  
R e s e r v a t io n  to  im p r o v e  e c o n o m ic  c o n d itio n s  a n d  to  d e a l  w ith  
th e  p ro b le m s  of s o c ia l  an d  c u l tu r a l  a d ju s tm e n t .  A  l a r g e  p o r ­
tio n  of th e  p o te n tia l  la b o r  f o r c e  i s  e i th e r  u n e m p lo y e d  o r  u n d e r ­
e m p lo y e d . A c c o rd in g  to f ig u r e s  p r e p a r e d  by th e  B u re a u  of 
In d ia n  A f fa i r s ,  th e  la b o r  f o r c e  on th e  San  C a r lo s  R e s e r v a t io n  
i s  1, 500 p e r s o n s ,  o f w hom  75 p e r c e n t  o r  1, 225, a r e  u n e m ­
p lo y e d . L iv in g  c o n d itio n s  on th e  r e s e r v a t io n  a r e  e q u a lly  d e p lo r ­
a b le  w ith  a lm o s t  a l l  of th e  f a m i l ie s  liv in g  in  one o r  two - ro o m  
s h a c k s , w ith o u t e l e c t r i c i ty ,  p lu m b in g , a  n e a r b y  w a te r  s o u rc e ,  
a d e q u a te  lig h t, h e a t  o r v e n t i la t io n  (A pache  D ru m b e a t  Ju ly , 1963: 
1).

U nder su c h  e x t r e m e  c o n d itio n s  of p o v e r ty  a n d  u n e m p lo y m e n t, 

h o m e  life  a n d  s c h o o lin g  a r e  bound  to  s u f f e r .  A s  p e o p le  l iv e  f r o m  d ay  

to  d ay  in  " e c o n o m ic  m is e r y "  th e  s im p le  ta s k s  of h o m e  life , s u c h  a s  

g e ttin g  th e  c h i ld re n  off to  s c h o o l e a c h  d ay , b e c o m e  g r e a t  h u r d le s ,  a n d  

a n y  p la n s  fo r  th e  fu tu r e  b e c o m e  sw a llo w e d  up by th e  o v e r r id in g  p r o b ­

le m s  of to d a y . In  su c h  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  p a r e n ta l  s u p p o r t  o f th e  sc h o o l 

p r o g r a m  i s  o ften  o v e rw h e lm e d  by th e  s iz e  a n d  c o m p le x ity  of th e  d a ily  

f a m ily  t r i a l s .  S om e A n g lo s  c a l l  th is  " a p a th y " , b u t in  a n  a v e r a g e  A nglo
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m id d le - c la s s  f a m ily  th e  t a s k  of c o m p ly in g  w ith  lo c a l s c h o o l r e q u i r e ­

m e n ts  i s  f a r  l e s s  d if f ic u lt .  G re e n , in  a  r e p o r t  to  th e  C o -O rd in a tin g  

C o u n c il fo r  R e s e a r c h  in  In d ian  E d u c a tio n , d e s c r ib e s  v e r y  c a n d id ly  th e  

d a ily  c h o r e s  of m a n y  a  r e s e r v a t i o n  In d ia n  h o u se h o ld :

L e t 's  ta k e  a  c lo s e  lo o k  a t  E l s i e  a n d  h e r  f a m ily . E l s ie  i s  
a  s e v e n te e n  y e a r  o ld  N av a jo  g i r l ,  a  h ig h  s c h o o l ju n io r ,  who 
liv e s  in  a  m u d  a n d  log h o g an  w ith  e ld e r ly  p a r e n ts  a n d  f iv e  
y o u n g e r  b r o th e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s .  She i s  s u p e r in te n d in g  th e  y o u n g e r 
c h i ld re n  in  g e tt in g  th e  c lo th e s  r e a d y  fo r  th e  fo llo w in g  s c h o o l w e ek  
a n d  s e e in g  to  i t  th a t  e v e ry o n e  g e ts  a  b a th  a n d  w a s h e s  th e i r  h a i r  
b e c a u s e  a s  E l s i e  p u ts  i t ,  sh e  w a n ts  " a l l  th e  k id s  to  go to  sc h o o l 
lo o k in g  n ic e . 11

Now i f  th a t  so u n d s  lik e  a  r e a s o n a b ly  s im p le  e x p e c ta tio n , 
le t  m e  d e s c r ib e  ju s t  w h a t i s  e n ta i le d  in  a c h ie v in g  th e s e  r e s u l t s .  
W a te r  i s  a lm o s t  a lw a y s  h a r d  to  c o m e  by, ev en  th o u g h  in  r e c e n t  
y e a r s  m an y  new  w in d m ills  h a v e  b e en  e r e c te d  fo r  th e  p e o p le 's  
u s e . S o m e tim e s  th e  r o a d s  to  th e  w in d m ills  a r e  im p a s s a b le ,  o r 
th e  w a te r  a t  th e  w in d m ill  m a y  b e  f r o z e n .  T h is  w a s  th e  c a s e  
d u r in g  m y  l a s t  w in t e r 's  v i s i t  on th e  R e s e rv a t io n ,  so  E l s ie ,  a s  
d id  th e  o th e r  f a m i l ie s ,  m e l te d  snow  m o s t  o f th e  w in te r ,  u s in g  
th e  w a te r  fo r  a l l  p u rp o s e s  in c lu d in g  d r in k in g , co o k in g , an d  
la u n d e r in g . Now i t  i s  s u p r is in g  a n d  in f in i te ly  d is a p p o in tin g  to  
s e e  how l i t t l e  w a te r  r e s u l t s  f r o m  m e lt in g  a  h e a p in g  b u c k e t of 
snow . R e p e a te d  t r i p s  m u s t  be  m a d e  ou t in to  th e  co ld , o fte n  
th ro u g h  slush a n d  m ud , to f in d  c le a n  snow  in  o r d e r  to  k e e p  th e  
w a te r  su p p ly  r e p le n is h e d .  T h is  t a s k  k e p t E l s i e  an d  th e  c h i ld re n  
go ing  in  an d  ou t of th e  h o g an  c o n s ta n t ly .  W hen i t  i s  e x t r e m e ly  
co ld , th is  p o s e s  a  h e a tin g  p ro b le m . W hen th e  sno w s thaw , 
g r e a t  q u a n ti t ie s  of m u d  a r e  t r a c k e d  in  c a u s in g  f u r th e r  d if f ic u l t ie s  
in  h o u se k e e p in g . T hough  E l s i e  c o n s ta n t ly  w ie ld s  a  b ro o m  i t  i s  
a  d is c o u ra g in g  jo b  a t  b e s t .  A t a l l  t im e s  E l s ie  k e e p s  b u c k e ts  of 
snow  on to p  o f th e  o il  d ru m  s to v e , w h ic h  is  lo c a te d  in  th e  c e n te r  
of th e  h o g an . She i s  n e v e r  a b le  to  k e e p  enough  w a te r  m e l te d  an d  
h e a te d  a t  one  t im e  to  f i l l  a  tu b , so  sh e  a n d  th e  c h i ld re n  u s e  
b a s in s  a n d  w a sh  th e  c lo th e s  by h an d . If w e a th e r  p e r m i t s ,  th e s e  
a r e  hung ou t o f d o o r s .  If i t  i s  snow ing , o r i f  th e  c lo th e s  a r e  
a p t to  f r e e z e ,  a  few  p ie c e s  a t  a  t im e  a r e  hung on a  s h o r t  l in e  
in  th e  h o gan , n o t an  id e a l  so lu tio n , s in c e  m a n y  h o g a n s  a r e  
a l r e a d y  c ro w d e d .
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T h en  th e r e  i s  th e  i ro n in g . S in c e  th e r e  i s  no e le c t r i c i ty ,  
f l a t  i r o n s  a r e  u sed , an d  th e s e  m u s t  b e  h e a te d  on top  of th e  
s to v e  o r g r a te .  E l s i e  and  th e  o th e r  c h i ld re n ,  in c lu d in g  th e  
b o y s, ta k e  tu r n s  u s in g  th e  i r o n s .  T h ey  s u b s t i tu te  a  b la n k e t-  
c o v e r e d  a p p le  box  fo r  an  i ro n in g  b o a rd , an d  do a  r e m a r k a b ly  
good  job  of i ro n in g  th e i r  d r e s s e s  a n d  s h i r t s .

How ab o u t fu e l?  I t  ta k e s  a  g r e a t  d e a l of w ood  ev en  in  th e  
g o o d  w e a th e r ,  to  k e e p  th e  f i r e s  go ing ; bu t in  th e  w in te r  t im e , 
p a r t i c u l a r ly  a s  w as  th e  c a s e  in  th is  l a s t  s e v e r e  w in te r ,  m a n y  
f a m i l ie s  in  o u r  a r e a  h a d  to  buy  th e i r  w ood, w h ich  s e l l s  a t  
$20 . 00 a  q u a r te r  - to n  t r u c k  lo ad , o r  ta k e  th e  te a m  a n d  w agon , 
s in c e  non e  of m y  f a m i l ie s  o w n ed  c a r s  o r  p ic k u p s , and  t r a v e l  
q u ite  long d is ta n c e s  to o b ta in  w ood  f r o m  th e  f o r e s t s .

I t  ta k e s  E l s i e  a n d  th e  c h i ld r e n  m o s t  of th e  w e ek e n d  to  
g e t th e i r  c lo th e s  r e a d y  fo r th e  fo llo w in g  sch o o l w e e k . I  s u g g e s t  
th a t  w h en  E l s i e  w a lk s  in to  h e r  v a r io u s  h ig h  sc h o o l c la s s r o o m s ,  
th a t  i t  i s  th e  r a r e  te a c h e r  in d e e d  w ho a p p r e c ia te s  a n d  u n d e r ­
s ta n d s  w h a t th is  g i r l  h a s  gone  th ro u g h  in  o r d e r  to be th e  w e l l -  
g ro o m e d  an d  a t t r a c t iv e  young la d y  sh e  i s .  I t i s  no w o n d e r th a t  
so m e  m o th e r s  b e c o m e  d is c o u r a g e d  a n d  a r e  no t a b le  to  se n d  
th e i r  y o u n g s te r s  to  s c h o o l a s  im m a c u la te ly  a s  m ig h t be 
d e s i r e d .  T hough  th e  m o th e r s  I  h a v e  m e t  a r e  r e m a r k a b ly  
c h e e r fu l ,  I  h a v e  h e a r d  one o r  tw o c o m p la in  th a t  th e  jo b  i s  j u s t  
too  m u c h  fo r  th e m , p a r t i c u l a r ly  if  th e  m o th e r  i s  n o t r e a l l y  
" s o ld "  on  e d u c a tio n  a n d  s e e s  no r e a l  r e a s o n  to  ex p en d  th a t  
m u ch  e f fo r t  in  g e ttin g  th e  c h i ld r e n  in to  th e  c l a s s r o o m s .

E l s i e  h a s  o th e r  p r o b le m s .  She h a s  h o m e w o rk  to  do, q u ite  
a  lo t of i t .  S he  g e ts  hom e la te ,  a ro u n d  d a rk  in  th e  w in te r  t im e , 
a n d  th e  k e r o s e n e  la m p  i s  a l r e a d y  b u rn in g  in  th e  h o g an . B e c a u se  
th e  m o th e r  i s  t i r e d  f r o m  h e rd in g  th e  sh e e p  a n d  h a s  th e  b a b ie s  
to  c a r e  fo r ,  E l s i e  d o es  th e  co o k in g , a n d  co o k in g  th e  o ld  N av a jo  
w ay  ta k e s  t im e , f r i e d  b re a d , f r i e d  p o ta to e s , p e r h a p s  m u tto n  
s te w . H e lp in g  w ith  d is h e s  a f te r w a r d s  ta k e s  E l s i e  w e ll in to  th e  
e v e n in g . A s i s  th e  h a b it  of m o s t  N a v a jo s  in  th e  w in te r  t im e , 
th e  p a r e n t s  l ik e  to  go to  b e d  e a r ly .  E v e n  th o u g h  th e  m o th e r  
b e l ie v e s  in  e d u c a tio n  a n d  s e e s  to  i t  th a t  a l l  of h e r  c h i ld re n  g e t 
to  s c h o o l, sh e  d o e s  no t a lw a y s  u n d e rs ta n d , e s p e c ia l ly  s in c e  
E l s i e  h a s  b e e n  in  s c h o o l a l l  day , w hy h e r  d a u g h te r  n e e d s  to  
s i t  up a t  n ig h t w ith  h e r  b o o k s . T he y o u n g e r c h i ld re n  w a n t to  
go to  s le e p , a n d  th e r e  i s  th e  p r i c e  of k e r o s e n e  to  be c o n s id e re d .  
So a b o u t th e  t im e  E l s i e  c a n  s e t t l e  dow n to  do h e r  h o m e w o rk , 
e v e ry o n e  e l s e  in  th e  h o g a n  w a n ts  to  blow  o u t th e  la m p . E l s ie ,



34

w ho o r d in a r i ly  sh o w s r e a l  r e s p e c t  fo r  h e r  p a r e n ts  a n d  who 
e n jo y s  a  w a rm ly  a f fe c t io n a te  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  th e m , s a id  to  
m e , " I  f e e l  so  bad , b e c a u s e  I t r i e d  to e x p la in  how I h av e  to  
s tu d y , b u t th e y  do n o t u n d e rs ta n d . So now I j u s t  a c t  m e a n  a n d  
r e f u s e  to  blow  out th e  la m p . I  d o n 't  l ik e  to do l ik e  th a t .  1 11 So 
E l s i e  s h a d e s  th e  la m p  c h im n e y  w ith  a  p a p e r  a n d  g e ts  h e r  
s c h o o l w o rk  out of th e  w ay  a s  q u ic k ly  a s  p o s s ib le  (G re e n  
1962 : 11 9 - 120 ).

T he young A p a ch e  t e e n - a g e r  a s p i r in g  to  be  a  c o lle g e  g ra d u a te  

i s  s e t t in g  h is  s ig h ts  on a  v e r y  u n iq u e  a c h ie v e m e n t , fo r  no A p a c h e  f ro m  

th e  San C a r lo s  r e s e r v a t io n  h a s  in  r e c e n t  y e a r s  g rad u a ted  f ro m  a  lo c a l  

c o lle g e  o r u n iv e r s i ty  (W e sle y  1961: 4). * T h u s , a s  f a r  a s  e d u c a tio n a l 

a c h ie v e m e n t i s  c o n c e rn e d , th e r e  a r e  no o u ts ta n d in g  A p a c h e  a d u lt  

m o d e ls  on th e  r e s e r v a t io n  fo r  t e e n - a g e r s  to  e m u la te .

A c c o rd in g  to  th e  S an  C a r lo s  M an p o w er S u rv e y  c o n d u c te d  by 

th e  S ta n fo rd  R e s e a r c h  In s t i tu te  in  1954, th e  m e d ia n  n u m b e r  of sc h o o l 

y e a r s  c o m p le te d  w a s  8. 2, a s  c o m p a r e d  w ith  10. 0 fo r  th e  s ta t e  o f 

A r iz o n a  an d  9 . 3 fo r  th e  to ta l  U n ite d  S ta te s  (R o b iso n  e t a l .  1954: 277). 

T he  p o in t of th is  d is c u s s io n  i s  p e r h a p s  e v en  b e t te r  i l l u s t r a t e d  by 

c o m p a r in g  th e  SR I R e p o r t  f ig u r e s  fo r  c o lle g e  g r a d u a te s .  In th e  

U n ited  S ta te s ,  6 .1 %  of th e  p e o p le  h a d  c o m p le te  fo u r  o r  m o r e  y e a r s  of 

c o lle g e  in  1950 . In  A r iz o n a  th e  f ig u r e  fo r  th a t y e a r  w a s  7. 6%. T he  

San  C a r lo s  M an p o w er S u rv ey , h o w e v e r , fo u n d  no A p a c h e s  h a v in g  

c o m p le te d  fo u r  y e a r s  of c o lle g e  (R o b iso n  e t a l .  1954: 277).

1. A  c o u p le  of A p a c h e  g i r l s  h a v e  o b ta in e d  te a c h in g  d e g re e s  
f r o m  m id - w e s te r n  L u th e ra n  M is s io n  c o l le g e s ,  a n d  th e y  w e re ,  a t  th e  
t im e  of th is  s tu d y , te a c h in g  in  th e  A p a c h e  L u th e ra n  M is s io n  S choo l
s y s te m .
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B e rn a rd o n i  in  1962 a t te m p te d  to u n c o v e r  c e r t a in  " c r i t i c a l  

f a c to r s "  in f lu e n c in g  th e  v o c a tio n a l  c h o ic e s  of A p a c h e  te e n - a g e  b o y s  

f ro m  th e  F o r t  A p a c h e  In d ia n  R e s e r v a t io n .  He fo u n d  th e  e d u c a tio n a l 

le v e l  of th e  p a r e n ts  in te rv ie w e d  to  b e  o n ly  6. 8 y e a r s .  T h u s , th e  e d u ­

c a tio n a l le v e l  of th e i r  h ig h  sc h o o l c h i ld re n ,  th e  p r in c ip a l  s u b je c ts  of 

B e r n a r d o n i1 s r e s e a r c h ,  w a s  c o n s id e r a b ly  h ig h e r  th a n  th a t  o f th e i r  

p a r e n t s .  S ev en  of th e  p a r e n ts  a d m it te d  no f o r m a l  e d u c a tio n  a t  a l l ,  a n d  

o n ly  tw o h a d  g ra d u a te d  f ro m  h ig h  sch o o l, one h av in g  gone on to b u s in e s s  

c o lle g e  (B e rn a rd o n i  1962: 4).

O ne r e s u l t  in  th is  d is p a r i ty  of e d u c a tio n a l a c h ie v e m e n t 

b e tw e e n  A p a c h e  c h i ld r e n  an d  th e i r  p a r e n t s ,  B e rn a rd o n i  p o in te d  ou t, 

w a s  th a t :

A s  th e  A p a c h e s  p r o g r e s s e d  th ro u g h  th e  g r a d e s ,  i t  b e c a m e  o b ­
v io u s  th a t  th e  s tu d e n ts  d id  n o t p la n  to  u t i l iz e  p a r e n ta l  in f o r m a ­
tio n  o r g u id a n c e  in  v o c a tio n a l  p la n s  bu t w o u ld  in fo rm  th e i r  
p a r e n ts  a f te r  th e y  h a d  m a d e  up th e i r  m in d s . N one of th e  
s e n io r s  f e l t  th a t  th e i r  p a r e n t s  c o u ld  c o n tr ib u te  m u c h  in  v o c a ­
tio n a l p la n n in g . . . .  T h e  A p a c h e  bo y s f e l t  th e i r  p a r e n ts  a r e  
o ld - f a s h io n e d  a n d  w o u ld  n o t u n d e r s ta n d  th e i r  p la n s  (B e rn a rd o n i  
1962: 5 -6 ) .

A c c o rd in g  to  B e r n a r d o n i1 s A p a c h e  t e e n - a g e r s ,  b e in g  u n e d u ­

c a te d  i s  e q u a te d  w ith  b e in g  " o ld  fa s h io n e d " , bu t fo r  m a n y  a d u lt 

In d ia n s  to d ay , be ing  c a l le d  " o ld - fa s h io n e d " ,  " b a c k w a rd " , o r  " s u p e r ­

s t i t io u s " ,  s im p ly  m e a n s  b e in g  In d ia n . T h e r e  i s  c o n s id e r a b le  e v id e n c e  

to  show  th a t  "b e in g  I n d ia n " - - th a t  i s  to  sa y , a d h e r in g  to  t r a d i t io n a l  t r i b a l  

c u s to m s  an d  b e l i e f s - - i s  a  v e r y  im p o r ta n t  f a c to r  to w a rd s  b e in g  a c c e p te d
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in  a n  In d ia n  c o m m u n ity . Y o u n g s te r s ,  an d  ev en  w h o le  f a m il ie s  f in d  

th e m s e lv e s  s t ro n g ly  p r e s s u r e d  in to  r e ta in in g  p r e s c r i b e d  In d ia n  w a y s . 

A s W ax p o in ts  o u t in  h is  d is c u s s io n  of In d ia n  " c o n s e r v a t i s m " ,  th is  h a s  

r e s u l t e d  in  a  k in d  of n e g a t iv is t ic  a p p ro a c h  to w a rd s  a l l  a s p e c ts  of th e  

n o n -In d ia n  c u l tu r e ,  in c lu d in g  f o r m a l  e d u c a tio n .

A s to  p ro p o s a ls  fo r  c u r r e n t  r e f o r m ,  th e  c o n s e r v a t iv e s  a r e  
th o ro u g h ly  s k e p t ic a l  o f an y th in g  i s s u in g  f ro m  th e  w h ite s  o r  
m o d e le d  upon  th e m . In  th e i r  ju d g m e n t, th e  w h ite  i s  th e  a l ie n , 
th e  e n em y  a n d  th e  i n t r u d e r ,  w ho h a s  b ro u g h t th e  In d ia n  p e o p le  
o n ly  m is e r y .  "A ctin g  w h ite "  i s  th e  m o s t  s tin g in g  e p ith e t  in  
th e i r  v o c a b u la ry . . . .

T h e  r e s u l t  i s  a  n e g a tiv is m  in  w h ich  th e  e n e r g ie s  o f th e  
c o n s e r v a t iv e  p o p u la tio n  a r e  d e v o te d  to  p r e s e r v in g  a  s ty le  of 
l ife  th a t  r e p r e s e n t s  a  s o r r y  a m a lg a m  of im p o v e r is h e d  w h ite  
a n d  d e t e r io r a t e d  In d ia n  c u l tu r e s  an d  w ith  w h ic h  th e y  th e m s e lv e s  
a r e  im p a t ie n t .  T he  m o r e  th e  a d m in i s t r a to r s  c r i t i c i z e  an d  
p r e s s u r e  fo r  r e f o r m ,  th e  m o r e  th e y  id e n tify  th e i r  t r u e  " In d ia n -  
n e s s "  w ith  th e  r e f u s a l  to  budge, e v en  to  im p ro v e  th e i r  c o n d itio n .
(A good  p r o p o r t io n  of th e i r  w h ite  n e ig h b o rs  i s  e v e r  h ap p y  to  
a g r e e  th a t  th e  In d ia n  c a n n o t l e a r n  a n d  w ill n o t c h a n g e . ) T h e ir  
s y n d ro m e  of e c o n o m ic  im p o v e r is h m e n t ,  i s o la t io n  f ro m  o th e r  
c u l tu r e s ,  a n d  b lin d  c o n s e r v a t i s m  i s  s e l f - r e in f o r c in g ,  a n d  th e  
g r e a t e r  th e  p r e s s u r e  upon  th e m  to  ch an g e , th e  m o re  th e y  
r e s i s t  a n d  w ith d ra w  (W ax 1963: 695).

T h e  la te  G re n v il le  G oodw in w ro te  a t  le n g th  a b o u t th e  im p o r ­

ta n c e  of th e  A p a ch e  s y s te m  of s o c ia l  r e la t io n s h ip s  a n d  i t s  c o n c u r r e n t  

e ffe c ts  on A p a c h e  e c o n o m ic  an d  r e l ig io u s  life . T h e  k e y s to n e  of th is  

c o m p le x  s y s te m  of g ro u p s , b a n d s , a n d  c la n s  w as  th e  g o tah , o r  fa m ily  

c lu s t e r :  th a t  i s ,  s e v e r a l  h o u s e h o ld s  liv in g  to g e th e r  th ro u g h  th e  m u tu a l 

d e p en d e n c e  of b lood , c la n , m a r i t a l ,  a n d  e c o n o m ic  t i e s  (G oodw in  1942: 

123). T h is  fo rm  of th e  e x te n d e d  f a m ily  s y s te m  w as  a  fu n d a m e n ta l  fo rm



37

of s o c ia l  u n it  th a t  g av e  s ta b i l i ty  a n d  s e c u r i ty  to  i t s  in d iv id u a l m e m b e r s ,  

a n d  p e r s i s t e n c e  to  m a n y  t r a d i t io n a l  A p a c h e  c u s to m s ;  i .  e . th e  s h a r in g  

of food  a n d  s u p p lie s ,  th e  r a i s in g  of c h i ld re n  w ith in  th e  f r a m e w o rk  of 

A p a c h e  c u l tu r a l  t r a d i t io n s ,  s h e l t e r  a n d  c a r e  fo r  th e  a g ed , e tc .

F o r  th e  A p a ch e  c h ild , th e  g o ta h  w a s  th e  b a s ic  s o c ia l  u n it  in  

w h ic h  th e  p r o c e s s  of s o c ia l iz a t io n  w as  in s t i tu t io n a l iz e d .  I t w as  th e  

r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  of c e r t a in  a d u lt m e m b e r s  of th is  g ro u p  to  e d u c a te  h im  

a b o u t l ife  a n d  th e  s u r ro u n d in g  e n v iro n m e n t, a b o u t c e r e m o n ia l  c u s to m s  

a n d  r e l ig io u s  b e l ie f s ,  ab o u t m a r r i a g e  la w s  a n d  s o c ia l  t a b o o s - - in  o th e r  

w o rd s , w h a t i t  m e a n t  to  be  an  A p a ch e  a n d  how to  a c t  l ik e  o n e  (G oodw in  

1 942: 4 6 1 -4 8 0 ). M o re  th a n  ju s t  a  d ie  f o r  th e  c a s t in g  of in d iv id u a l 

c h a r a c t e r ,  th e  e x te n d e d  fa m ily  w a s  a ls o  " .  . . th e  m a t r ix  of in d iv id u a l 

e x p r e s s io n  a n d  a c t iv i ty "  (S p ic e r  1962: 473).

T oday , th e  in s t i tu t io n  of th e  e x te n d e d  f a m ily  h a s  lo s t  m u c h  of

i t s  f o r m e r  s ig n if ic a n c e  am o n g  th e  S an  C a r lo s  A p a c h e . A c c o rd in g  to

K aut, m a n y  A p a c h e  c o m m u n it ie s

. . . a p p e a r  to  be in  a  s ta t e  of r a p id  c h a n g e . T h e  p r e s e n t  
y o u n g e r g e n e ra t io n  h a s  lo s t  to u c h  w ith  th e  o ld  A p a c h e  w ay  
a n d  h a s  n o t y e t  fo u n d  th e  new  " A m e r ic a n "  o r  " in d a h "  (e n em y ) 
w ay . F u r th e r m o r e ,  th e  o th e r  A p a c h e  c o m m u n it ie s  (o u ts id e  
of C ib e c u e )  no lo n g e r  s e e m  to  be  o rg a n iz e d  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  
p r e v io u s ly  e x is t in g  c la n  s y s te m  (K au t 1957: 84).

W h ile  th e  t r a d i t io n a l  fu n c tio n s  of th e  e x te n d e d  f a m ily  s y s te m  

h a v e  by no m e a n s  e n t i r e ly  d ie d  ou t, A p a c h e s  th e m s e lv e s  a d m it  th a t  th e  

n u m b e r  o f g o ta h s  h a s  d e c lin e d  in  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  a n d  e c o n o m ic  c o o p e ra t io n



b e tw ee n  f a m i l ie s  h a s  b e c o m e  in c r e a s in g ly  d if f ic u lt .  W hen M ar in s  ek  

w en t in to  th e  f ie ld  to  s tu d y  so m e  of th e  e f fe c ts  of c u l tu r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  

in  th e  e d u c a tio n  of A p a c h e  c h i ld r e n  in  N ew  M ex ic o - - p a r t i c u l a r ly  am o n g  

th e  J i c a r i l l a  a n d  M e s c a le r o s - - h e ,  too , fo u n d  a  d im in ish in g  im p o r ta n c e  

in  th e  o b lig a to ry  t i e s  th a t  b in d  to g e th e r  th e  in d iv id u a ls  of an  e x te n d e d  

fa m ily  (M a r in s e k  I9 6 0 : 37).

T h e  sh if tin g  of th e  e c o n o m ic  b a s e  of A p a c h e  life  to a  c a s h  a n d  

w ag e  e co n o m y  h a s  c a u s e d  th e  in d iv id u a l h e a d  of e a c h  n u c le a r  f a m ily  to  

a c t  m o r e  in d e p e n d e n tly  of th e  o th e r  f a m i l ie s .  He i s  l e s s  l ik e ly  to  s h a r e  

h is  p ay  c h e c k  w ith  h is  w if e 's  r e l a t i v e s  b e c a u s e  th is  i s  m o n e y  h e  h a s  

e a r n e d  h im s e lf  w h ich  c a n  b e  s a v e d  o r  sp en t a t  w ill  to  im p r o v e  h is  

f a m i ly 's  h o u s in g , h e a lth , t r a n s p o r ta t io n ,  o r e d u c a tio n . W e lfa re  an d  

p u b lic  h e a lth  s e r v ic e s  h a v e  f r e e d  th e  f a m ily  w a g e - e a r n e r  c o n s id e ra b ly  

f ro m  th e  c a r e  of th e  s ic k  a n d  a g ed , w h ile  c o m p u ls o ry  e d u c a tio n  h a s  

ta k e n  o v e r  a  m a jo r  p o r t io n  of th e  f a m i ly 's  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  to w a rd s  th e  

c h i ld re n .  A s  f a m i l ie s  m o v e  to  new  a r e a s  on o r off th e  r e s e r v a t io n ,  

w h e r e  b e t te r  liv in g  a n d  w o rk in g  c o n d itio n s  p r e v a i l ,  m an y  of th e  o ld  

g o ta h s  h a v e  d is in te g r a te d ,  a lo n g  w ith  th e  c o m p le x  of t r a d i t io n a l  A p a ch e  

s o c ia l  c u s to m s  th a t  m a d e  th e m  o n e  of th e  m o s t  d u ra b le  an d  s ig n if ic a n t  

o f a l l  th e  in s t i tu t io n s  c o n tr ib u tin g  to  th e  A p a c h e  w ay  of l i f e .

U n fo rtu n a te ly , a s  M a r in s e k  (I9 6 0 : 38) p o in ts  o u t: "W ith  the  

ch an g in g  s t r u c tu r e  of th e  fa m ily , c o n c o m ita n t  s o c ia l  p r o b le m s  h a v e  

d e v e lo p e d . T h e se  in c lu d e  a lc o h o l is m , a b a n d o n m e n t of c h i ld re n ,

38
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g a m b lin g , a n d  p r o s t i tu t io n ,  a l l  of w h ic h  a r e  e v id e n c e s  of th e  te n s io n s  

in h e re n t  in  a  t r a n s i t io n a l  c u l tu r e .  " A s th e  d a ta  w ill  show , th e s e  s o c ia l  

i l l s  p r e s e n t  a  m a jo r  s tu m b lin g -b lo c k  to  th e  A p a ch e  t e e n - a g e r  a t t e m p t ­

in g  to  a c h ie v e  a n  e d u c a tio n .

C hang ing  a t  t im e s  a t  an  e v en  s w if te r  p a c e  th a n  th e  t r a d i t io n a l  

s o c ia l  s t r u c tu r e  of th e  r e s e r v a t io n  In d ian , w as  th e  n a tio n -w id e  p r o g r a m  

of In d ia n  e d u c a tio n  i t s e l f .  In  a d d itio n  to  th e  c h ro n o lo g y  of f e d e r a l  p o lic y  

c h a n g e s  o u tlin e d  in  C h a p te r  I, t h e r e  h av e  b een  a n d  c o n tin u e  to  be  g r o s s  

in c o n s i s te n c ie s  in  th e  f o r m u la t io n  a n d  o p e ra t io n  of th e  v a r io u s  p h a s e s  

of th e  p r o g r a m . T h e s e  c a m e  p r im a r i l y  o u t of th e  d if fe r in g  v ie w s  of th e  

a d m in i s t r a to r s  w ho p ro m o te d  th e i r  ow n p e r s o n a l  p a n a c e a s  fo r  th e  e d u ­

c a tio n a l  i l l s  of th e  In d ia n s .

O ne saw  th e  so lu tio n  in  t e r m s  of im p ro v in g  p e r s o n a l  d ig n ity  

an d  m o tiv a tio n  a lo n g  w ith  b e t te r  c o m m u n ity -s c h o o l r e la t io n s h ip s  

(G ra ta  1953: 2 0 5 -2 1 5 ); a n o th e r ,  in  t e r m s  o f c o m m u n ic a tio n  an d  im p r o v ­

ing  th e  m e th o d s  fo r  te a c h in g  E n g l is h  a s  a  s e c o n d  la n g u a g e  (Z in tz  I9 6 0 : 

1 3 6 -1 3 7 ). S o m e  r a i s e d  th e  b a n n e r  fo r  m o r e  r e s e a r c h  w ith o u t b o th e r in g  

to  s p e c ify  an y  v i ta l  a r e a s  (T h o m p so n  I9 6 0 : 14 -1 5 ), w h ile  y e t a n o th e r  

e m p h a s iz e d  p r a c t i c a l  t r a in in g  fo r  th e  i n c r e a s e  o f o c c u p a tio n a l s u c c e s s  

and  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t of In d ia n  n a tu r a l  a n d  m a n p o w er r e s o u r c e s  (B e a tty  

1953: 250).

M is s io n a r ie s  so u g h t to  s t r e n g th e n  th e  m o r a l  f ib e r  of In d ia n  

you th , w h ile  p u b lic  s c h o o ls  t r i e d  to p ro v e  th a t  In d ia n s  w e re  no d if f e r e n t
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fro m  n o n -In d ia n s  (G o n z a le s  1963: 5 6 -7 0 ) . J u s t  a s  so m e  a d m in i s t r a to r s  

w e re  c o n v in c e d  of th e  n e e d  fo r  m o r e  in te g r a te d  s c h o o ls  in  w h ic h  In d ia n s  

w o u ld  be  c o m p e lle d  to  " c o - m in g le "  w ith  n o n -In d ia n s  (H ead  I9 6 0 : 2 3 -2 4 ) , 

th e r e  w e re  a n  e q u a l n u m b e r  of In d ia n s  in s i s t e n t  a b o u t th e  n e e d  fo r  m o re  

r e s e r v a t io n  c o m m u n ity  s c h o o ls ,  w h e re  th e  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  c o u ld  r e m a in  

c lo s e r  to h o m e  and  th e i r  c u l tu r e  (W auneka  1963: 35).

T h is  p u llin g  a n d  h a u lin g  w ith in  th e  g e n e r a l  p r o g r a m  of In d ia n  

E d u c a tio n  a t  i t s  v a r io u s  r e s e a r c h  a n d  a d m in is t r a t iv e  c e n te r s ,  h a d  

f r e q u e n t  r e p e r c u s s io n s  a t  th e  lo c a l r e s e r v a t io n  le v e l s .  (In C h a p te r  HI, 

th e s e  r e p e r c u s s io n s  a n d  th e i r  e f fe c ts  on th e  p r o g r a m  of e d u c a tio n  fo r  

th e  San  C a r lo s  A p a c h e s  w ill  be d is c u s s e d  in  d e ta i l .  ) Ig n o ra n c e  p la y e d  

a  m a jo r  r o le  in  p e r p e t r a t in g  th e s e  in c o n s i s te n c ie s .  E v e n  a f te r  y e a r s  

of e d u c a tin g  In d ia n s , a d m in i s t r a to r s  s t i l l  a s k e d  th e  q u e s tio n : "W hat

m a k e s  th e s e  p e o p le  t i c k ? "  (]% .rm ee  1 9 5 9 -1 9 6 la :  35). T e a c h e r s  sh o w ed  

a  r a t h e r  sh o ck in g  u n a w a re n e s s  of In d ia n  p r o b le m s ,  w h ic h  d i f f e r e d  f ro m  

th o s e  of th e  a v e r a g e  n o n -In d ia n  s tu d e n t .  F r o m  Z in tz 's  r e c e n t  New 

M ex ico  s tu d y , w e le a r n :

. . . (p u b lic  s c h o o l)  t e a c h e r s  in  g e n e r a l ,  a r e  no t s e n s i t iv e  to  
s o c io - c u l tu r a l  d if f e r e n c e s  of In d ian , S p a n is h -A m e r ic a n , a n d  
A ng lo  c h i ld re n .  W h ile  t e a c h e r s  w e re  a w a re  of so m e  r a th e r  
o b v io u s  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  la n g u a g e , c u s to m s  a n d  e x p e r ie n c e  
b a c k g ro u n d s , th e y  d id  n o t i n t e r p r e t  u n d e r ly in g  v a lu e  c o n f l ic ts .
. . . e q u a l e d u c a tio n a l o p p o r tu n ity  i s  d e n ie d  m in o r i ty  g ro u p  
c h i ld re n  b e c a u s e  th e  c u r r ic u lu m  i s  g e a r e d  to t e a c h e r s '  
m id d le - c la s s ,  A n g lo  v a lu e s .  . . . th e s e  (m in o r i ty  g ro u p ) 
c h i ld re n ,  in  g e n e r a l ,  c o m e  f r o m  h o m e s  w h ich  h a v e  v e r y  
l im i te d  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f th e  A ng lo  c u l tu re ,  m u c h  l e s s  th e



n a r ro w  s e g m e n t of m id d le - c la s s  l ife  s ty le  e m p h a s iz e d  by th e  
p u b lic  s c h o o l (Z in tz  I9 6 0 : 1 0 6 -1 0 9 ).

Of a l l  th e  in c o n g r u i t ie s  to  b e  fo u n d  th ro u g h o u t th e  p r o g r a m  of

e d u c a tio n  fo r  In d ia n s , th e  g r e a t e s t  h a s  b e en  th e  d is p a r i ty  b e tw ee n  th e

e le m e n ta l  g o a ls  of th e  p r o g r a m  a s  s e e n  on  th e  one  h a n d  by th e  e d u c a to r s ,

a n d  on th e  o th e r  by m a n y  o f th e  In d ia n  p e o p le . In  th e  f i r s t  p la c e ,  m a n y

In d ia n s  h a v e  b e en  e x tr e m e ly  s u s p ic io u s  of w h a t th e y  b e lie v e  a r e  r a t h e r

c o v e r t ,  s i n i s t e r  A ng lo  a im s  b e h in d  th e  e d u c a tio n  p r o g r a m .

. . . th e y  f e e l  th a t  th e  s c h o o ls  a r e  in s t r u m e n ta l i t i e s  of th e  
w h ite s , d e s ig n e d  to in c u lc a te  In d ia n  c h i ld r e n  w ith  a l ie n  v a lu e s  
a n d  to  t r a n s f o r m  th e m  in to  " w h ite s " .  . . . T h is  n o tio n  of a  
t h r e a t  to  In d ia n  id e n t i ty  p o s e s  th e  q u e s tio n  of th e  e x te n t to  
w h ic h  c o n s e r v a t iv e  In d ia n s  f e e l  th a t  s c h o o ls  a r e  p  un i l iv e ly  
d i r e c te d  a g a in s t  th e i r  v e r y  b e in g  r a t h e r  th an  d e s ig n e d  to  h e lp  
th e m , a s  In d ia n s , to  im p r o v e  th e i r  lo t  (W ax 1963: 701).

In  a d d itio n  to  th is ,  s a y s  Z in tz  (I9 6 0 : 73): " . . . In d ia n s  m a y  h a v e  c o n ­

s id e r a b le  a n x ie ty  th a t  th e  t r a n s f e r  of c h i ld re n  to  p u b lic  s c h o o ls , th e  

m o v e  to w a rd  a  m o n ey  eco n o m y , a n d  th e  c o n v e r s io n  f ro m  e x te n d e d  to  

n u c le a r  f a m ily  liv in g , a r e  a l l  s te p s  to w a rd  th e  t e r m in a t io n  of s e r v ic e s  

h e r e to f o r e  p ro v id e d  th ro u g h  th e  B u re a u  of In d ia n  A f f a i r s .  "

T h u s , In d ia n  p a r e n ts  h a v e  b e en  know n to  e v a d e  c o o p e ra t io n  

w ith  s c h o o l o f f ic ia ls ,  r a t h e r  th a n  e x p r e s s  th e i r  f e a r s  a n d  d is l ik e s  

ab o u t so m e  of th e  b e l ie v e d  g o a ls  of th e  p r o g r a m . W h ile  a  few  m a y  v e n t 

u n fa v o ra b le  f e e l in g s  r e g a r d in g  m a jo r  s c h o o l i s s u e s  o r p o l ic ie s ,  su c h  

in c id e n ts  a r e  r a r e ,  a n d  th e  m a jo r i ty  s im p ly  o ffe r  a  fo r m  of p a s s iv e  

r e s i s t a n c e .  E f f o r t s  on th e  p a r t  of s o m e  A n g lo s  to c o n v in c e  r e t i c i e n t

41
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In d ia n s  of th e  b a s e le s s n e s s  of th e i r  a n x ie t ie s  f r e q u e n t ly  f a l l  on e a r s  

m a d e  d e a f  by a  h i s to r y  of l i e s ,  c o r ru p t io n ,  a n d  f a i th le s s  a g r e e m e n ts .

J u s t  a s  so m e  In d ia n s  m a y  h a v e  i r r e v o c a b ly  n e g a tiv e  c o n v ic ­

tio n s  ab o u t th e  A ng lo  s p o n s o re d  s c h o o l p r o g r a m , so  h a v e  so m e  e d u ­

c a to r s  e v in c e d  p r e ju d ic e s  r e g a r d in g  th e  m o tiv e s  u n d e r ly in g  th e  b e h a v io r  

of m a n y  In d ia n s . T he r a t h e r  o u t- s p o k e n  r e s e a r c h  te a m  of M u rr  ay  a n d  

R o s a l ie  W ax a g a in  s t r u c k  h a r d  a t  a  s e n s i t iv e  i s s u e  w hen  th ey  a t te m p te d  

to  i l l u s t r a t e  th is  p o in t in  a  r e c e n t  J o u rn a l  of A m e r ic a n  In d ia n  E d u c a tio n  

a r t i c l e :

A t th e  u p p e r le v e ls  of a d m in is t r a t io n  of th e  P in e  R id g e  
(S ioux) A g en cy , B u re a u  id e o lo g y  i s  now  p h r a s e d  a s  i f  i t  w e re  
a  lo c a l  v a r i a n t  o f th e  n a t io n a l  e d u c a tio n a l  id e o lo g y  of c u l tu r a l  
d e p r iv a t io n . T he In d ian  h o m e  a n d  th e  m in d  of th e  In d ia n  c h ild  
a r e  d e s c r ib e d  a s  if  th e y  w e r e  e m p ty  o r  la ck in g  in  p a t te r n .  . . .

C a r r i e d  f a r  enough , th is  Id e o lo g y  of C u l tu ra l  D e p r iv a tio n  
le a d s  to  c h a r a c te r i z a t i o n s  of S ioux  life  w h ich  a r e  d e p lo ra b ly  
f a l la c io u s .  . . .

. . . o u r  own o b s e r v a t io n s  a r e  th a t  B u re a u  p e r s o n n e l  a r e  
a s  h o s t i le  to w a rd  th e  In d ia n s  a s  th e  l a t t e r  a r e  to w a rd  th e m  
(a n d  on b o th  s id e s  th e r e  a r e  in d iv id u a ls  who a r e  n o t h o s t i le ) ;  
a ls o ,  th a t B u re a u  p e r s o n n e l  a r e  u t t e r ly  d e p e n d e n t upon the  
c o n tin u e d  e x is te n c e  o f th e  " b a c k w a rd "  In d ia n s , b e c a u s e  if  
In d ia n s  m a n a g e d  th e i r  ow n a f f a i r s  th e n  th e  lo c a l  In d ia n  a g e n c y  
w o u ld  p ro v id e  no e m p lo y m e n t ( th is  d e p e n d e n c y  i s  th e r e f o r e  
e s p e c ia l ly  m a r k e d  am o n g  th e  lo w e r  an d  le s s  s k i l le d  e c h e lo n s  
of th e  B u re a u ) . O ur ow n o b s e r v a t io n s  a g a in  a r e  th a t  " a p a th y "  
i s  a  c o n v e n ie n t la b e l  to  a p p ly  to  p e o p le  w ho d o n 't  h a p p en  to  
a g r e e  w ith  th e  p r o g r a m  th a t  a  g o v e rn m e n t o f f ic ia l  o r  o th e r  
r e f o r m e r  h a p p e n s  to  b e  p u sh in g  (W ax an d  W ax 1964: 15, 16, 18).

T he  r o o ts  of th e s e  a n ta g o n is m s  b e tw ee n  A n g lo s  a n d  I n d ia n s - - 

o r  m o r e  a c c u r a te ly ,  b e tw ee n  e d u c a to r s  an d  s o m e  In d ia n  f a m i l ie s  - - a r e
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c o m p o se d  of a  c o m p le x  n e tw o rk  of h i s to r i c a l  f a c to r s  a n d  p r e s e n t - d a y  

r e s e r v a t io n  c o n d itio n s . T h e  h i s to r i c a l  f a c to r s  h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  

to u c h e d  upon e a r ly  in  C h a p te r  I: r u th l e s s  c o n q u e s t by w h ite  s e t t l e r s ,  

d e g ra d in g  c a p tiv i ty  on r e s e r v a t io n s ,  f o r c e d  a c c u l tu r a t io n  th ro u g h  

b o a rd in g  s c h o o ls  a n d  d e p e n d e n c y  on f e d e r a l  s e r v ic e s ,  a n d  p e rv a d in g  

th is  e n t i r e  s y n d ro m e  of r e la t io n s  w ith  th e  W hite  M an, c o u n tle s s  i n c i ­

d e n ts  in  w h ich  d e c e p tio n , th ie v e ry ,  m is u n d e r s ta n d in g s ,  a n d  o p p r e s s io n  

by A n g lo s  h a v e  m a d e  th e  In d ia n  th a t  m u c h  m o re  th e  lo s e r .

I t  i s  o b v io u s  th a t  n o n e  of th e s e  th in g s  h av e  h e lp e d  A n g lo -  

In d ia n  r e l a t io n s ,  a n d  on m a n y  r e s e r v a t io n s  to d a y  c o m m u n ic a tio n s  

b e tw e e n  th e  p e o p le  a n d  o f f ic ia l  r e p r e s e n ta t i v e s  of th e  tw o c u l tu r e s  a r e  

am ong  th e  w e a k e s t  of lin k s  in  th e  r a t h e r  te n u o u s  c h a in  th a t  b in d s  th e  

tw o - - i f  n o t in  t r u e  f r i e n d s h i p - - a t  l e a s t  in  p e a c e fu l  c o e x is te n c e .  T h is  

w e a k e s t  o f l in k s  h a s  one  of i t s  m o s t  d e t r im e n ta l  e f fe c ts  upon  th e  p r o ­

g ra m  of In d ia n  E d u c a tio n , fo r  i t  i s  a n  a r e a  in  w h ic h  g ood  fa ith , m o t iv a ­

tio n , a n d  m u tu a l c o o p e r a t io n  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  to  i t s  s u c c e s s .

In  th e  p r e l im in a r y  r e p o r t  of th e  O g la la  S ioux  E d u c a tio n  P r o j e c t , 

M u r ra y  a n d  R o s a l ie  W ax d e s c r ib e d  th e  p ro b le m  of c o m m u n ic a tio n  on 

th e  P in e  R id g e  S ioux  R e s e r v a t io n :

T he  S ioux  c o m m u n ity  i s  i s o la te d  f ro m  th e  m a in s t r e a m  of 
n a t io n a l  l ife  a n d  e s p e c ia l ly  f r o m  th e  c u r r e n t  w h e re  l i t e r a c y  a n d  
e d u c a tio n  a r e  im p o r ta n t  a n d  c o m m o n . . . .

R a r e ly  do p a r e n ts  v i s i t  th e  s c h o o ls  a n d  th e i r  c l a s s r o o m s .
In tu rn ,  t e a c h e r s  r a r e l y  le a v e  th e  s c h o o l c a m p u s  a n d  th e  p a v e d  
r o a d s  to  o b s e r v e  an y  a s p e c t  of S ioux  l i f e .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  p a r e n ts
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do n o t u n d e r s ta n d  w h a t th e i r  c h i ld r e n  sh o u ld  be  do ing  o r  l e a r n ­
in g  in  sch o o l and , ev en  w hen  th e y  w is h  to  h e lp  th e i r  c h i ld r e n  
o b ta in  an  e d u c a tio n , th e y  do n o t know  w h at th e y  m ig h t do to  
a s s i s t  th e m . C o n v e rs e ly , m o s t  t e a c h e r s  know  l i t t l e  ab o u t 
S ioux  l ife  a n d  w h a t l i t t l e  th e y  know  te n d s  to r e p e l  th em ; so , 
th e y  f in d  i t  h a r d  to  r e a c h  ou t to  th e i r  p u p ils  (W ax 1963: 1 of 
" S u m m a ry  a n d  R e c o m m e n d a tio n s " ) .

R o b e r t  L . B e n n e tt a n d  L . M a d iso n  C o o m b s (1964: 25), r e s p e c ­

t iv e ly  J u n e a u  A r e a  a n d  A s i s ta n t  A r e a  D i r e c to r s  fo r  th e  B u re a u  of 

In d ia n  A f f a i r s ,  w e r e  a p p a r e n t ly  a w a r e  of th is  p ro b le m  on In d ia n  

r e s e r v a t io n s  to d a y  w hen  th e y  p o in te d  o u t th a t :

T he e d u c a tio n  of n a t iv e  c h i ld r e n  an d  n a tiv e  a d u lts ,  in c lu d ­
in g  th e  p a r e n ts  of th e  c h i ld re n ,  m u s t  go to g e th e r .  . . . c h i ld re n  
c a n n o t b e  e d u c a te d  s u c c e s s f u l ly  o u t of c o n te x t w ith  th e  u n d e r ­
s ta n d in g s , e x p e c ta t io n s , a n d  a s p i r a t i o n s  of th e i r  p a r e n ts  fo r  
th e m . . . .  o u r B u re a u , a n d  p u b lic  s c h o o l p e o p le  a s  w e ll, m u s t  
do a  b e t te r  jo b  th a n  w e h a v e  th u s  f a r  done in  in te r p r e t in g  to  
n a tiv e  p a r e n ts  th e  s p e c if ic  r e a s o n s  w hy a  c h an g in g  w o r ld  w ill  
in c r e a s in g ly  r e q u i r e  m o re  e d u c a tio n  fo r  th e i r  c h i ld re n .  . . . 
w e h a v e  fo u n d  th a t  w h e re  th e r e  i s  a  good  a d u lt  e d u c a tio n  p r o ­
g ra m  th e  c o m m u n ity  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  sch o o l p r o g r a m  fo r  c h i ld re n  
a lm o s t  in v a r ia b ly  i n c r e a s e s .

B e n n e tt a n d  C o o m b s e x p r e s s e d  th e s e  v ie w s  in  1964. W hen 

th is  s tu d y  w as  be in g  c o n d u c te d , a t  a  p e r io d  p r io r  to  1964, a d u lt  In d ia n  

e d u c a tio n  p r o g r a m s  w e r e  a  r a r i t y .  In  fa c t , to d a y  am o n g  th e  In d ia n  

t r i b e s  of A r iz o n a , th e y  a r e  s t i l l  a  r a r i t y .  A c c o rd in g  to  th e  1964 

E d u c a tio n  R e p o r t  of th e  A r iz o n a  C o m m is s io n  of In d ia n  A f f a i r s ,  o n ly  

two of th e  s ix te e n  r e s e r v a t io n s  in  th e  s ta t e  h a v e  p r o g r a m s  fo r  a d u lt  

e d u c a tio n .

In  th e  p re c e d in g  p a g e s  an  a t te m p t  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  to  d is c u s s  

so m e  of the  m o re  c o m m o n  p ro b le m s  in  In d ia n  e d u c a tio n  to d a y , a s  fo u n d
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in  th e  l i t e r a t u r e :  i .  e . s o c ia l  c o n f lic t ,  e co n o m ic  d e p r iv a t io n , a n d  c u l ­

tu r a l  in s ta b i l i ty .  By c o m p a r in g  th e  f in d in g s  f r o m  th e s e  s tu d ie s  w ith  

so m e  of th e  p r e l im in a r y  o b s e r v a t io n s  a t  San  C a r lo s ,  a  w o rk in g  h y p o th ­

e s i s  w a s  fo r m u la te d .  G oing  b ey o n d  th is ,  h o w e v e r , th e s e  s tu d ie s  h a v e  

a ls o  show n so m e  of th e  s e r io u s  p e r s o n a l  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  p ro b le m s  

e x p e r ie n c e d  by In d ia n  c h i ld re n  on r e s e r v a t io n s  to d a y . A s M a c g re g o r  

so  v iv id ly  d e s c r ib e s  in  h is  a n a ly s is  of th e  d e v e lo p m e n t of th e  D ak o ta  

c h ild  p e r s o n a l i ty :

W ith  th e  a d v e n t of p u b e r ty , th e  c h i ld re n  b eg in  to  r e t i r e  
m o r e  c o m p le te ly  w ith in  th e m s e lv e s  a n d  lo s e  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  
w o r ld  a ro u n d  th e m . T h e r e  i s  a  d e c r e a s e  in  th e i r  e a r l i e r  
s p o n ta n e ity  a n d  f r e e d o m  of b e h a v io r .  T h e  r e s t r a i n t  s e t  up by 
e n v iro n m e n ta l  p r e s s u r e s  now a p p e a r s  to  ta k e  c o m p le te  c o n tro l .
T h e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  o f th e  a d o le s c e n ts  s e e m  n o t to m a tu re ;  th e y  
a p p e a r  to r e s ig n  th e m s e lv e s  to  b e c o m e  a p a th e tic  a n d  p a s s iv e ,  
a n d  to  a c c e p t  th e  a n x ie ty  th e  o u te r  w o r ld  c r e a t e s .  In  th e  f a c e  
of th is  e m p ty  a n d  u n fr ie n d ly  w o rld , th e  a d o le s c e n ts  a n d  p o s t ­
a d o le s c e n ts  b e c o m e  s t i l l  m o r e  f r ig h te n e d  a n d  r e s t r i c t e d .

. . .  D ak o ta  c h ild  p e r s o n a l i ty  s e e m s  c r ip p le d  a n d  n e g a tiv e , 
a s  i f  i t  r e j e c t e d  l i f e .  T h e  u n f r ie n d ly  e n v iro n m e n t, w h ich  o f f e r s  
so  l i t t l e  o p p o r tu n ity  o r s a t i s f a c t io n ,  r e t a r d s  th e  g ro w th  of p e r ­
s o n a li ty  an d  p r e v e n ts  i t  f ro m  b e c o m in g  p o s i t iv e ,  r i c h  a n d  
m a tu r e .  L ife  i s  l iv e d  on  th e  d e fe n s iv e  (M a c g re g o r  1946: 2 0 8 - 
209).

C o n s id e r in g  th e  d is h e a r te n in g  c o m m u n ity  c o n d itio n s  d e s c r ib e d  

in  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  fo r  m a n y  of to d a y 's  In d ia n  r e s e r v a t io n s ,  an d  c o n s id e r ­

ing th e  u n q u e s tio n a b ly  d e t r im e n ta l  e f fe c ts  th e s e  c o n d itio n s  h a v e  on th e  

p e r s o n a l  g ro w th  an d  m a tu r a t io n  of th e  In d ia n  c h ild , a s  he  o r  sh e  

s t r u g g le s  to  c o m p e te  in  th e  d is t in c t ly  A n g lo - o r ie n te d  p r o g r a m  of 

e d u c a tio n  to  w h ich  he  i s  c o m m itte d , th e  e n su in g  a n a ly s is  of d a ta  fo r



th e  S an  C a r lo s  A p a c h e  te e n - a g e r  sh o u ld  c o m e  a s  no s u r p r i s e  to  th e

r e a d e r .



C H A P T E R  III

D E S C R IP T IO N  A N D  A N A LY SIS O F  T H E  D A TA

A  B r ie f  D e s c r ip t io n  of th e  P r o g r a m  of 
E d u c a tio n  fo r  A p a c h e s

F o r  m o r e  th a n  te n  y e a r s ,  A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  liv in g  on th e  S an  

C a r lo s  R e s e r v a t io n  h a v e  b e e n  e x p o se d  to th r e e  m a jo r  ty p e s  of s c h o o l 

s y s te m s :  f e d e r a l ,  p u b lic , a n d  m is s io n  s c h o o ls .  W ith in  e a c h  s y s te m  

o p e r a te  n u m e ro u s  s e p a r a te  s c h o o ls , w h ic h  up th ro u g h  M ay, I9 6 0  c o u ld  

be l i s t e d  a n d  c a te g o r iz e d  a s  fo llo w s :

I. P u b lic  S c h o o ls :

a . G lobe S ch o o l D is t r i c t  ( s e rv in g  th e  S an  C a r lo s  
c o m m u n ity )  (206)*

1. E a s t  G lobe  E le m e n ta r y -  -A p a c h e s  a tte n d in g  
g ra d e s  5 a n d  6

2. H ill S t r e e t  J u n io r  H ig h - -A p a c h e s  a tte n d in g  
g ra d e s  7 a n d  8

3. G lobe H igh  S c h o o l- -A p a c h e s  a tte n d in g  g r a d e s  
9 - 1 2

b. F t .  T h o m a s  S ch o o l D i s t r i c t  ( s e rv in g  th e  B y la s  
c o m m u n ity )  (121)

1. F t .  T h o m a s  E le m e n ta r y - - A p a c h e s  a tte n d in g  
g r a d e s  1 -6  1

1. T he f ig u r e s  in  (), d en o tin g  A p a c h e  s tu d e n t e n ro l lm e n t ,  w e r e  
c o m p ile d  d u r in g  th e  w in te r  of th e  1 9 5 9 -6 0  sc h o o l y e a r  f r o m  c u r r e n t  
sch o o l r e c o r d s .  T h e s e  f ig u r e s  v a r i e d  th ro u g h o u t th e  s c h o o l y e a r  b e c a u s e  
of m id - y e a r  t r a n s f e r s .
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2. F t .  T h o m a s  J u n io r  H igh  a n d  H igh  S c h o o l-  -A p a c h e s  
a tte n d in g  g r a d e s  7 -1 2

c . R ic e  S ch o o l D is t r i c t  ( s e rv in g  th e  S an  C a r lo s  c o m m u n ity )  
(50)

1. R ic e  P u b lic  S c h o o l- -A p a c h e s  a tte n d in g  g r a d e s  1 -4

II. F e d e r a l  S c h o o ls ;

a .  R e s e r v a t io n  D ay S ch o o ls  (426)

1. S an  C a r lo s  D ay S c h o o l- -A p a c h e s  a tte n d in g  g r a d e s  
B e g in n e r  s -4

2. B y la s  D ay S c h o o l- -A p a c h e s  a tte n d in g  g r a d e s  
B e g in n e r  s - 4

b. O f f - R e s e r v a t io n  B o a rd in g  S c h o o ls  (184)

1. P h o e n ix  In d ian  S c h o o l- -A p a c h e s  e l ig ib le  to  a t te n d  
g r a d e s  7 -1 2

2. S te w a r t  In d ia n  S c h o o l- -A p a c h e s  e l ig ib le  to  a t te n d  
g r a d e s  7 -1 2

3. T h e o d o re  R o o s e v e lt  B o a rd in g  S c h o o l- -A p a c h e s  
e l ig ib le  to  a t te n d  g ra d e s  1 -8

4 . S h e rm a n  I n s t i tu te  -  - A p a ch e  s e l ig ib le  to  a t te n d  
g r a d e s  1 -1 2

III. M is s io n  S c h o o ls :

a . R e s e r v a t io n  D ay  S c h o o ls  (152)

1. P e r id o t  L u th e ra n  M is s io n  S c h o o l- - te a c h in g  g ra d e s  
1- 1 2

2. B y la s  L u th e ra n  M is s io n  S c h o o l- - te a c h in g  g r a d e s  
1-12

b . O f f - R e s e r v a t io n  B o a rd in g  S ch o o ls  (65)



1. E a s t  F o r k  L u th e ra n  M iss io n  S c h o o l- - te a c h in g  
g ra d e s  1 -1 2

2. S t. J o h n 's  C a th o lic  M is s io n  S c h o o l- - te a c h in g  
g ra d e s  5 -1 2

3. S o u th w e s t In d ia n  S chool (G le n d a le  M is s io n  S c h o o l) - - 
te a c h in g  g r a d e s  1 -1 2

T he f e d e r a l  r e s e r v a t io n  day  s c h o o ls  w e re  ow ned an d  o p e r a te d  

by th e  B u re a u  of In d ia n  A f f a i r s ,  B ra n c h  of E d u c a tio n . T h e  lo c a l r e s e r ­

v a tio n  p r in c ip a l  m a in ta in e d  an  o f f ic e  a t  th e  S an  C a r lo s  BIA  A g en cy  a n d  

fu n c tio n e d  a s  a  k in d  of s c h o o l s u p e r in te n d e n t ,  o v e r s e e in g  th e  p r o g r a m s  

of e a c h  in d iv id u a l f e d e r a l  s c h o o l on th e  r e s e r v a t io n .  T h e s e  s c h o o ls , 

one e a c h  a t  San C a r lo s  a n d  B y la s  a t  th e  t im e , w e re  s e p a r a te ly  s ta f fe d  

w ith  a  s c h o o l p r in c ip a l ,  t e a c h e r s ,  c u s to d ia n s , b us d r iv e r s ,  a n d  

c a f e te r ia  w o r k e r s .

T r ib a l  law  r e q u i r e d  a l l  A p a c h e  c h i ld r e n  to  e n te r  s c h o o l a t  l e a s t  

by  th e  a g e  of s ix . A t th is  a g e , m o s t  e n r o l le d  in  th e  tw o  f e d e r a l  r e s e r v a ­

tio n  d ay  s c h o o ls , w h e re  " B e g in n e r s "  c l a s s e s  w e re  h e ld  to  te a c h  th e  n o n - 

E n g l is h - s p e a k in g  A p a c h e  c h i ld r e n  s o m e  r u d im e n ts  of E n g lish , a n d  to  

a c q u a in t  th e m  w ith  th e  b a s ic  p a t t e r n s  o f s c h o o l l i f e .  A f te r  th e  fo u r th  

g ra d e , h o w e v e r , s tu d e n ts  w e r e  t r a n s p o r t e d  e a c h  day  to  th e  o f f - r e s e r v a t io n  

p u b lic  s c h o o ls  a t  G lobe o r F t .  T h o m a s , o r  th e y  w e r e  s e n t  d i r e c t ly  to  an y  

one  of a  n u m b e r  o f f e d e r a l  b o a rd in g  s c h o o ls , f a r  f ro m  th e  r e s e r v a t i o n

49
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O ne of th e  p r i m a r y  r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  of th e  r e s e r v a t io n  

p r in c ip a l  w a s  to  s e le c t  e l ig ib le  A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  fo r  b o a rd in g  s c h o o ls .

A t San  C a r lo s  th e  a p p l ic a t io n s ,  u s u a l ly  s u b m itte d  by th e  fa m ily  of e a c h  

c h ild , h a d  to h a v e  th e  a p p ro v a l  of th e  BIA s o c ia l  w o rk e r ,  th e  r e s e r v a ­

tio n  p r in c ip a l ,  and  th e  a g e n c y  s u p e r in te n d e n t .  B r ie f ly  s u m m a r iz e d ,  

th e  c r i t e r i a  fo r  th e  s e le c t io n  o f b o a rd in g  sch o o l e n r o l le e s  w as  s ta te d  

a s  fo llo w s :

E d u c a tio n  C r i t e r i a :

1. no o th e r  s c h o o l i s  a v a i la b le

2. w h e re  s p e c ia l  v o c a tio n a l o r  p r e p a r a t o r y  c o u r s e s  a r e  
n e c e s s a r y

3. s c h o la s t ic a l ly  r e t a r d e d  s tu d e n ts ,  o r  th o s e  w ith  s e v e r e  
b ilin g u a l p ro b le m s

S o c ia l C r i t e r i a :

1. n e g le c te d  o r  r e j e c t e d  c h i ld re n

2. c h i ld re n  f ro m  in a d e q u a te  h o m e  e n v iro n m e n ts

3. c h i ld re n  w ith  e x tr e m e  b e h a v io r  p ro b le m s

4 . c h i ld re n  w h o se  h e a l th  i s  je o p a r d iz e d  by th e  i l ln e s s  of 
h o u se h o ld  m e m b e r s  (B u re a u  of In d ian  A f fa i r s  1956: 2).

E a c h  f e d e r a l  b o a rd in g  s c h o o l h a d  i t s  own s p e c ia l  e d u c a tio n  p r o ­

g r a m s ,  ra n g in g  f ro m  th e  a c a d e m ic  to  th e  m o r e  v o c a tio n a l  a s p e c t s  of 

t r a in in g .  E a c h  w a s  r u n  by a  s e p a r a te  a d m in is t r a t iv e  a n d  te a c h in g  s ta f f , 

an d  o p e r a te d  in d e p e n d e n tly  f ro m  r e s e r v a t i o n  d i r e c t iv e s .  C o o rd in a tio n  

b e tw ee n  th e  f e d e r a l  b o a rd in g  s c h o o ls  a n d  th e  f e d e r a l  r e s e r v a t i o n
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e d u c a tio n  s y s te m  w as  m a n a g e d  th ro u g h  a n n u a l c o n fe re n c e s  of sc h o o l 

a d m in i s t r a to r s ,  a n d  s u p e r v is e d  th ro u g h  th e  W a sh in g to n  an d  r e g io n a l  

a r e a  o f f ic e s . M o st of th e  f e d e r a l  b o a rd in g  s c h o o ls  p ro v id e d  a c a d e m ic  

a n d  v o c a tio n a l  t r a in in g  up th ro u g h  th e  tw e lfth  g r a d e .

Upon f u lf i l lm e n t  o f th e  fo u r th  g ra d e  r e q u i r e m e n ts ,  h o w e v e r , 

m o s t  A p a ch e  y o u n g s te r s  r e m a in e d  a t  h o m e , to  b e  t r a n s p o r te d  d a ily  to  

the  o f f - r e s e r v a t io n  p u b lic  s c h o o ls .  A t th e  t im e  of th is  s tu d y , th e s e  

s c h o o ls  w e r e  ow ned  a n d  o p e r a te d  by th e  lo c a l d i s t r i c t  ta x  p a y e r s ,  w ho 

liv e d  off th e  r e s e r v a t io n ,  a n d  w ho w e re  fo r  th e  m o s t  p a r t  n o n - In d ia n s . 

T he s c h o o ls  fu n c tio n e d  a f te r  th e  p a t te r n  o f m an y  A r iz o n a  p u b lic  s c h o o ls , 

w ith  e le c te d  s c h o o l b o a rd s  (a ll  n o n -In d ia n s  in  th is  c a s e )  fu n c tio n in g  

in d e p e n d e n tly  f r o m  a n y  r e s e r v a t io n  a u th o r i ty .  C r i t i c i s m  f ro m  BIA 

o f f ic ia ls ,  h o w e v e r , w a s  u s u a l ly  k e e n ly  a tte n d e d  to , b e c a u s e  th e  o v e r ­

w h e lm in g  m a jo r i ty  of fu n d s  fo r  th e  s u p p o r t  of th e  A p a c h e  c h i ld re n  in  

th e  p u b lic  s c h o o ls  c a m e  a s  a  r e s u l t  of f e d e r a l  le g is la t io n ,  o v e r  w h ich  

h ig h e r  BIA e c h e lo n s  h a d  so m e  in f lu e n c e .

G lobe P u b lic  S c h o o ls  p ro v id e d  a  p a r t - t i m e  g u id a n c e  c o u n s e lo r  

fo r  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts .  I t  w as  h is  jo b  to  h e lp  w ith  th e  a d ju s tm e n t  of th e  

In d ian  s tu d e n ts  in to  th e  sc h o o l ro u t in e  by p ro v id in g  e x t r a  a t te n t io n  a n d  

e x t r a  a s s i s t a n c e  w h en  n e c e s s a r y .  A t F t .  T h o m as , th e  s m a l le r  of th e  

two p u b lic  s c h o o l s y s te m s , th e  h ig h  s c h o o l p r in c ip a l  d e v o te d  a  p a r t  of 

h is  t im e  to th e  p ro b le m s  of th e  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  to  m a k e  up fo r  th e  la c k  

of a  s p e c ia l  c o u n s e lo r .
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R e m e d ia l r e a d in g  c o u r s e s  w e re  e s ta b l i s h e d  in  b o th  sc h o o l 

p r o g r a m s  a n d  m a n y  A p a c h e s  w e r e  e n co u rag e d , to  ta k e  th e m . F e d e r a l  

s u b s id ie s  p ro v id e d  f r e e  lu n c h e s  to  a l l  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  in  p u b lic  sch o o l, 

bu t h ig h  s c h o o l In d ian  s tu d e n ts  h a d  to  p u r c h a s e  th e i r  own books an d  

su p p lie s  a s  d id  a l l  n o n - In d ia n s . H o w ev e r, a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  a  v a r i e ty  

of s o u r c e s  w a s  u s u a lly  fo u n d  fo r  n e ed y  c a s e s  th ro u g h  th e  c o o p e ra t io n  

of p u b lic , f e d e r a l ,  a n d  t r i b a l  a g e n c ie s .

T he m is s io n  s c h o o ls  h a d  a n o th e r  e d u c a tio n  p r o g r a m  of th e i r  

ow n. In  a d d itio n  to  th e  day  s c h o o ls  a t  B y la s  a n d  P e r id o t ,  th e  L u t h e r ­

a n s  a ls o  m a in ta in e d  a  b o a rd in g  sch o o l a t  E a s t  F o r k  on th e  F t .  A p ach e  

R e s e r v a t io n .  C a th o lic  A p a c h e s  w ish in g  to  s e n d  th e i r  c h i ld r e n  to  

p a r o c h ia l  s c h o o l u s u a lly  s e n t  th e m  to  S t. J o h n 's  In d ia n  S ch o o l in  

L a v e en , A r iz o n a , fo r  th e r e  w e re  no C a th o lic  m is s io n  day  s c h o o ls  on 

th e  S an  C a r lo s  R e s e r v a t io n .  A t th e  t im e  of th is  s tu d y , h o w e v e r , h o p e s  

w e re  h ig h  a m o n g  p a r i s h o n e r s  th a t  a  s c h o o l w o u ld  b e  b u il t  in  th e  f o r e ­

s e e a b le  fu tu r e .

C o n ta c t b e tw ee n  th e  m is s io n  s c h o o ls  a n d  th e  o th e r  two sch o o l 

s y s te m s  w a s  l im ite d .  T h e  s t r i c t  p o lic y  of c h u rc h  a n d  s ta te  s e p a r a t io n  

p ro h ib i te d  f e d e r a l  a id  to  th e  m is s io n  s c h o o l p r o g r a m , ev en  to  th e  e x te n t 

th a t  n e e d y  m is s io n  s tu d e n ts  fo u n d  i t  d if f ic u lt  to  g e t a s s i s t a n c e  fo r  b o oks 

and  c lo th in g . A s  f e d e r a l  a id  to  p u b lic  e d u c a tio n  i n c r e a s e d  o v e r  th e  

y e a r s ,  A p a c h e  p a r e n ts  fo u n d  i t  a d v a n ta g e o u s  to  t r a n s f e r  th e i r  c h i ld r e n  

f r o m  th e  m is s io n  s c h o o ls  in  o r d e r  to  g e t m o n ey  fo r  e d u c a tio n a l e x p e n s e s .
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In th e  s p r in g  of 1958, p r io r  to  th is  s tu d y , th e  San  C a r lo s  t r i b a l  

c h a i r m a n  a p p o in te d  h is  n ew ly  e le c te d  v ic e - c h a i r m a n  to  h e a d  th e  t r i b a l  

e d u ca tio n  c o m m itte e .  By th is  a c tio n  i t  w a s  h o p ed  th a t  new  im p e tu s  

w ou ld  be g iv en  to  w h a t BIA o f f ic ia ls  saw  a s  a  g ro w in g  A p a ch e  i n t e r e s t  

in  th e  e d u c a tio n  of th e i r  p e o p le . * It w a s  th e  p u rp o s e  of th is  c o m m it te e  

to :

1. e n c o u ra g e  p a r e n ta l  i n t e r e s t  in  e d u c a tio n  by a c tin g  a s  
a  s o u n d in g -b o a rd  fo r  c o m p la in ts  a n d  p ro v id in g  u se fu l 
a s s i s t a n c e ,  e . g. e d u c a tio n a l lo a n s

2. s p o n so r  c o n s t r u c t iv e  e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r  a c t iv i t i e s  fo r  
A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts ,  a n d  o th e r  e d u c a tio n a l p r o je c t s ,  e . g. 
lo c a l n e w sp a p e r

3. h e lp  c o o rd in a te  d if f e r e n t  p r o g r a m s  of e d u c a tio n a l a id  to  
p a r e n ts  a n d  c h i ld re n ,  e . g . S av e  th e  C h ild re n  F e d e r a t io n

4. in fo rm  a g e n c ie s  of c o n tro l ,  s u c h  a s  th e  t r i b a l  c o u n c il ,
BIA e d u c a tio n  o f f ic e s , p u b lic  s c h o o ls , e t c . , of th e  
p e o p le 's  n e e d s

5. in fo rm  th e  p e o p le  of new  p r o g r a m s ,  r e g u la t io n s ,  a n d  
b e n e f its  p ro v id e d  fo r  e d u c a tio n a l p u r p o s e s  by th e  c o n ­
t r o l l in g  a g e n c ie s

T he  A p a ch e  t r i b a l  c o u n c il a ls o  p ro v id e d  th e  s e r v i c e s  o f one  

o r m o re  ju v e n i le  o f f ic e r s  to  c o m b a t t ru a n c y  an d  d e lin q u e n c y , a n d  to 

c o u n s e l  w ith  p a r e n ts  a n d  s tu d e n ts  e x p e r ie n c in g  e d u c a tio n a l d i f f ic u l t ie s .  

S in ce  th e i r  a p p o in tm e n t to th is  p o s i t io n  w a s  g e n e r a l ly  b a s e d  upon  an  

a b il i ty  to  g e t a lo n g  w ith  c h i ld r e n  an d  a  p o s i t io n  of h ig h  r e g a r d  am o n g  

A p a c h e s  a n d  A n g lo s  a l ik e , th e s e  o f f ic e r s  w e re  f r e q u e n t ly  c a l l e d  upon  to  1

1. F r o m  a  c o n v e r s a t io n  w ith  th e  BIA  r e s e r v a t i o n  s u p e r in te n d e n t .
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a s s i s t  in  m a t t e r s  w h e re  th e  n o rm a l  A ng lo  c h a n n e ls  of c o m m u n ic a tio n  

h a d  fa i le d .

T h is  c o m p le te s  a  re v ie w  of th e  m a jo r  c o m p o n e n ts  in  th e  p r o ­

g ra m  of A p a ch e  e d u c a tio n . * A  c r i t i c a l  a n a ly s is  of th e i r  c o n tr ib u tio n s  

to th is  p r o g r a m  w ill c o m e  l a t e r  in  a  m o r e  s p e c if ic  d is c u s s io n  of p r o b ­

le m s  a n d  u n d e r ly in g  c a u s e s .  T h e  fo llo w in g  s e c t io n  w ill  d e a l w ith  so m e  

of th e  in d ic e s  th a t  w e re  u s e d  in  th is  s tu d y  to  m e a s u r e  th e  r e l a t iv e  

s u c c e s s - - o r  f a i l u r e - - o f  A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  to  r e s p o n d  to  fo r m a l  e d u c a tio n  

a s  i t  w as  p r e s e n te d  b e tw e e n  1959 a n d  1961.

T h e  P r o b le m s  of T e e n -a g e  A p a c h e  S tu d e n ts  in  S ch o o l

S choo l E n r o l lm e n t  f r o m  1949-1961

2
A v a ila b le  r e c o r d s  fo r  th is  tw e lv e  y e a r  p e r io d  in d ic a te d  th a t  

th e  e n ro l lm e n t  o f A p a ch e  s c h o o l- a g e  c h i ld r e n  r e m a in e d  w e ll  ab o v e  th e  

90% m a r k .  F r o m  th is  s ta n d p o in t, a t  l e a s t ,  i t  c a n  b e  s a id  th a t  th e  s c h o o l 

p r o g r a m  h ad  b een  s u c c e s s f u l  in  r e a c h in g  o u t in to  n e a r ly  e v e r y  h o u s e h o ld

1. I t  sh o u ld  be n o te d  h e r e  th a t  th e  tin y  R ic e  P u b lic  S choo l a t  
San C a r lo s  h a s  b e en  o m it te d  f ro m  th is  d is c u s s io n .  T h is  i s  b e c a u s e  i t  
p la y e d  a  r a t h e r  in s ig n if ic a n t  r o l e  in  th e  e d u c a tio n  of A p a c h e s . I t w as  
a  s ch o o l m a in ta in e d  p r i m a r i l y  fo r  th e  c o n v e n ie n c e  of San  C a r lo s  BIA 
a g e n c y  p e r s o n n e l ,  w ho d id  n o t c a r e  to  s e n d  th e i r  g r a m m a r  sc h o o l 
c h i ld re n  in to  G lobe  b e c a u s e  of th e  long  b us r id e  e a c h  day . BIA p e r ­
so n n e l w e re  n o t a llo w e d  to  e n r o l l  th e i r  c h i ld re n  in  th e  lo c a l  f e d e r a l  
s c h o o l. R ic e  S choo l a t  G ilso n  W ash  w a s  f in a l ly  c lo s e d  dow n in  1961 
w hen  S an  C a r lo s  D ay S choo l w a s  tu r n e d  in to  a  c o o p e r a t iv e  f e d e r a l -  
p u b lic  s c h o o l.

2. C o m b in e d  BIA a g e n c y  a n d  p r o je c t  r e p o r t s .
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on th e  r e s e r v a t io n .  T h is  w a s  n o t t r u e  tw en ty  o r th i r ty  y e a r s  a g o  w hen  

m an y  A p a c h e  p a r e n ts  h id  th e i r  c h i ld re n  f r o m  th e  sc h o o l d is c ip l in a r y  

o f f ic e r  w ho c a m e  to ta k e  th e m  aw ay  to  b o a rd in g  s c h o o l.

T h is  h ig h  r a t e  of s c h o o l e n ro l lm e n t  am o n g  A p a c h e  c h i ld re n  

w a s  d u e  to  a t  l e a s t  tw o f a c to r s ,  r e v e a le d  f ro m  th e  o b s e r v a t io n s  a n d  

in te rv ie w s  o f th is  s tu d y :

1. T h e re  w a s  a  g ro w in g  w il l in g n e s s  on  th e  p a r t  of m o s t  A p a c h e  

p a r e n ts  to h av e  th e i r  c h i ld r e n  e n r o l le d  in  sch o o l; a n d

2. th e r e  w a s  a  p e r s i s t e n t  e f fo r t  on th e  p a r t  of A n g lo  a n d  In d ia n  

r e s e r v a t io n  o f f ic ia ls  to  s e e  th a t th e  s t r e e t s  w e r e  k e p t f r e e  f r o m  d e l in ­

q u en t s c h o o l c h i ld r e n .

T he g r e a t e r  p a r t  of th e  s m a l l  m in o r i ty  of u n e n ro l le d  A p a c h e  

s c h o o l- a g e  c h i ld r e n  w a s  fo u n d  to  c o n s i s t  p r i m a r i l y  of d r o p - o u ts ,  fo r  

w hom  sc h o o l w o rk  h a d  b e c o m e  su c h  an  im p o s s ib i l i ty  th a t m u c h  of th e  

a c a d e m ic  y e a r  w as  lo s t  a n d  w o u ld  h a v e  to  be r e p e a te d .

A tt i tu d e s  to w a rd  th e  e n ro l lm e n t  o f B e g in n e rs  ( p r e - f i r s t  

g r a d e r s )  w e re  in d ic a t iv e  of th e  o v e r - a l l  fe e l in g  on th e  p a r t  of A p a c h e  

p a r e n ts  a n d  s c h o o l o f f ic ia ls  ab o u t s c h o o l e n r o l lm e n t .  In I9 6 0  i t  w a s  

r a r e  in d e e d  to  f in d  a  p r im a r y  s c h o o l- a g e  A p a c h e  c h ild  ro a m in g  f r e e ly  

out of s c h o o l fo r  an y  len g th  of t im e . M o re  f r e q u e n t ly  th a n  no t, su c h  an  

o c c u r r e n c e  h a p p e n e d  th ro u g h  a n  o v e r s ig h t  o r e r r o r  in  th e  a g e n c y  r e c o r d s  

r a t h e r  th a n  th ro u g h  in te n t io n a l  r e s i s t a n c e  on th e  p a r t  of th e  p a r e n t s .

A s  so o n  a s  th e  e r r o r  w as  d is c o v e re d ,  i t  w as  sw if tly  c o r r e c t e d  a n d  th e
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c h ild  w as  e n ro l le d  in  sc h o o l. T h u s , by k e ep in g  in  c o n ta c t  w ith  r e s e r ­

v a tio n  f a m i l ie s  th ro u g h  th e  v a r i e ty  of t r ib a l ,  BIA, a n d  U. S. P u b lic  

H e a lth  s e r v ic e s ,  a n d  by m a in ta in in g  an  u p - to - d a te  c e n s u s  r e c o r d  of th e  

to ta l  p o p u la tio n , s c h o o l o f f ic ia ls  w e re  a b le  to  k e e p  c lo s e  ta b s  on a l l  

p o te n tia l  a b s e n te e s .

M o st A p a ch e  c h i ld re n ,  h o w e v e r , upon r e a c h in g  sch o o l a g e , 

s e ld o m  g o t th e  c h a n c e  to  p la y  h o oky . M any A p a c h e  p a r e n ts  so u g h t to  

e n ro l l  th e i r  c h i ld r e n  a s  so o n  a s  p o s s ib le ,  an d  fo r  so m e  th e  s ix  y e a r  

ag e  l im i t  fo r  B e g in n e rs  in  f e d e r a l  s c h o o ls  w as  f r e q u e n t ly  a  s o u r c e  of 

a g g ra v a tio n . T h e s e  p a r e n ts  p r e f e r r e d  to h a v e  th e i r  c h i ld r e n  b e g in  th is  

p r e - p r i m a r y  g ra d e  a t  f iv e  y e a r s ,  th e  s a m e  a g e  a s  n o n -In d ia n  c h i ld r e n .  

In  fa c t ,  th is  o b s e r v e r  in te r v ie w e d  s o m e  p a r e n ts  w ho f e l t  so  s t ro n g ly  

ab o u t th is  th a t  th e y  m a d e  a  s p e c ia l  e f fo r t  to  e n r o l l  th e i r  f iv e  y e a r  o ld s  

in  p u b lic  a n d  m is s io n  s c h o o ls  w h e re  l im i te d  f a c i l i t i e s  m a d e  a d m is s io n  

d if f ic u lt , r a t h e r  th a n  in  th e  l a r g e  f e d e r a l  r e s e r v a t i o n  d ay  s c h o o ls  w h e re  

m o s t  A p a c h e  c h i ld r e n  b e g a n  th e i r  e d u c a tio n .

W ith  A p a c h e s  in v o lv e d  in  th r e e  s e p a r a te  s y s te m s  of e d u c a tio n , 

i t  i s  im p o r ta n t  to  c o m p a r e  th e  t r e n d s  in  e n ro l lm e n t  fo r  e a c h  of th e  

s y s te m s  in  o r d e r  to u n d e r s ta n d  w h e r e  so m e  of th e  p r im a r y  sc h o o l p r o b ­

le m s  e x is te d .  A s c an  be  s e e n  f r o m  th e  c h a r t  on th e  fo llo w in g  p a g e , 

th e  r e l a t i v e  p r o p o r t io n s  of A p a c h e  e n r o l lm e n t  in  p u b lic , f e d e r a l ,  a n d  

m is s io n  s c h o o ls  c h a n g e d  c o n s id e r a b ly  d u rin g  th e  tw e lv e  y e a r  p e r io d

f ro m  1949 to 1961.
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COMPARATIVE PERCENTAGES OF SAN CARLOS APACHES IN PUBLIC, 

FEDERAL, AND MISSION SCHOOLS FROM 1949  -1961

YEARS

194#- 1930- 1981- 1932- 1933. 1934- 1933-
1930 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 1938

IS38- 1937- 1938- 1939- 1980-
1937 1938 1959 1980 1981

FEDERAL SCHOOLS

PUBLIC SCHOOLS

MISSION SCHOOLS

10---------

1 i 1 1 1 I -------1----- 1 1 — r ™ 1 1 1

PUBLIC 8 4 112 H i 187 2 9 9 29 4 31.8 32.7 3 8 2 3 9 2 38 9 33 1

J?
SCHOOLS

z
Ul FEDERAL
o SCHOOLS #9 3 83.2 83.9 33 8 4 2 .3 4 3 .3 40.8 884 37.9 581 481 SOI ' ........."
o:
UJ

MISSION 22.2 20.8 2 3 2 22 .4 27.3 t * t 27.3 28.8 2 5 .8 21.8 18.0
SCHOOLS

(SOURCES ' B.I.A. ANNUAL SCHOOL CENSUS REPORTS FROM THE SAN CARLO* A6ENCT.)

F ig u r e  1
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W h e re a s  in  1949 th e  g r e a t  m a jo r i ty  of A p a ch e  s tu d e n ts  

(69. 3%) w e re  a tte n d in g  f e d e r a l ly  o p e r a te d  day a n d  b o a rd in g  s c h o o ls , 

th e  p r o p o r t io n  of A p a c h e s  in  b o th  f e d e r a l  and  p u b lic  s c h o o ls  w a s  a lm o s t  

e q u a l by 1959, te n  y e a r s  l a t e r .  M is s io n  sch o o l e n ro l lm e n t  i n c r e a s e d  

on ly  s l ig h tly  b e tw e e n  th e  y e a r s  1949 to  1954, b u t th is  p e r io d  d id  w itn e s s  

a  t r e m e n d o u s  s h if t  in  e n ro l lm e n t  b e tw ee n  the f e d e r a l  an d  p u b lic  s c h o o ls , 

a s  th e  f e d e r a l  r e s e r v a t i o n  d ay  s c h o o ls  l iq u id a te d  th e i r  u p p e r  g r a d e s  

a n d  th e  c h i ld re n  m o v e d  in to  p u b lic  o f f - r e s e r v a t io n  day  s c h o o ls  a t  G lobe 

a n d  F t .  T h o m a s , p r i m a r i l y .  B e tw e e n  1954 a n d  1959, th e  e n ro l lm e n t  

in  f e d e r a l  s c h o o ls  c o n tin u e d  to  d e c lin e  a s  th e  p u b lic  s c h o o l r o l l s  

in c r e a s e d ,  u n til  by 1 9 5 9 - - a s  h a s  b een  m e n t io n e d - - th e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  

s h a r e s  of th e  e n t i r e  s tu d e n t  p o p u la tio n  w e re  a lm o s t  e q u a l. T h e  

m is s io n  s c h o o ls  r e a c h e d  th e i r  p e a k  in  1956 w ith  28. 8% o f th e  to ta l ,  

bu t a f te r  1957 th e y  e x p e r ie n c e d  a  s h a r p  r e d u c t io n  in  s tu d e n ts .  T he  

e n ro l lm e n t  in  p u b lic  s c h o o ls  a l s o  d e c lin e d  a f te r  1959, a s  f e d e r a l  sch o o l 

e n ro l lm e n t  in c r e a s e d .

T he  p r in c ip a l  f a c to r s  in f lu e n c in g  th e s e  t r e n d s  a p p e a r e d  to  b e  

c i r c u m s ta n t i a l  r a t h e r  th a n  p r e f e r e n t i a l  a s  f a r  a s  A p a c h e s  w e re  c o n ­

c e r n e d . In  th e  1950*s f e d e r a l  p o l ic ie s  to w a rd s  In d ia n s , a s  w as  p r e ­

v io u s ly  s ta t e d  in  C h a p te r  I, w e re  in  fa v o r  of a s s im i la t in g  a l l  In d ia n s  

in to  th e  g r e a t e r  A ng lo  s o c ie ty .  T h e  s i tu a t io n  d e s c r ib e d  by th e  tw e lv e  

y e a r  s u rv e y  p r e s e n te d  h e r e  sh o w s a  c l e a r  e x a m p le  of the  im p le m e n ta ­

tio n  of th e s e  p o l ic ie s .
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B e tw e e n  1949 a n d  1953 th e  B u re a u  of In d ia n  A f fa i r s  d e c id e d  to  

c lo s e  dow n i t s  c o m m u n ity  h ig h  s c h o o ls  a t  B y la s  a n d  S an  C a r lo s  in  fa v o r  

of th e  in te g r a t io n  p o l ic ie s  of W a sh in g to n  la w m a k e r s .  S in ce  in te g r a t io n  

c o u ld  n o t be  a c h ie v e d  to an y  n o ta b le  e x te n t  w ith in  r e s e r v a t io n  b o u n d a r ie s  

b e c a u s e  th e r e  w e r e  so  few  w h ite  c h i ld re n  liv in g  th e r e ,  th e  o f f - r e s e r v a t io n  

p u b l ic  s c h o o l s y s te m s  a t  G lobe a n d  F t .  T h o m a s  w e re  r e q u e s te d  to a c c e p t  

A p ach e  s tu d e n ts .  M oney  p ro v id e d  by th e  J o h n s o n -O 'M a lle y  A c t of 1936 

w a s  u s e d  to  h e lp  th e  p u b lic  s c h o o ls  o f f s e t  th e i r  i n c r e a s e d  e x p e n s e s  

b ro u g h t on  by th is  su d d en  r i s e  in  e n ro l lm e n t .  *

B e tw een  1953 a n d  1955 a  f u r th e r  s te p  w a s  ta k e n  to  i n c r e a s e  th e  

p ro p o r t io n  of A p a c h e s  in  p u b lic  s c h o o l, w h en  th e  s e v e n th  a n d  e ig h th  

g r a d e s  a t San  C a r lo s  a n d  B y la s  w e r e  e l im in a te d .  F in a l ly ,  in  1957, th e  

f if th  a n d  s ix th  g r a d e s  w e re  c lo s e d  ou t a n d  s e n t  to  o f f - r e s e r v a t io n  p u b lic  

s c h o o ls .  F r o m  th a t  y e a r  u n ti l  1961, on ly  th e  f i r s t  f iv e  y e a r s  o f s c h o o l - - 

B e g in n e rs  th ro u g h  fo u r th  g r a d e - - r e m a i n e d  a c t iv e  on  th e  r e s e r v a t io n  a t  

B y la s  and  San C a r lo s  in  th e  f e d e r a l  day  s c h o o ls .

A lth o u g h  th e  m is s io n  s c h o o ls  n e v e r  a c h ie v e d  m o r e  th a n  28% 

of th e  to ta l  s tu d e n t e n ro l lm e n t  d u r in g  th e  tw e lv e  y e a r  p e r io d ,  th e y  d id  

e x p e r ie n c e  a  d e c lin e  a f t e r  1956. T h e r e  i s  r e a s o n  to  b e l ie v e  th a t  th is  

d e c lin e  i s  in  p a r t  a t t r ib u ta b le  to  th e  r i s in g  in f lu e n c e  of th e  P e n te c o s ta l  1

1. F o r  a  c o m p le te  d is c u s s io n  of th e  J o h n s o n -O 'M a lle y  A c t 
p ro v is io n s ,  s e e  th e  r e p o r t  of th e  A r iz o n a  C o m m is s io n  of In d ia n  A f f a i r s ;  
F e d e r a l  a n d  S ta te  P a r t i c ip a t io n  in  In d ia n  E d u c a tio n , 1 9 6 1 -1 9 6 2 ,
P h o e n ix , p p . 1 4 -1 8 .



c h u rc h e s  a t  th a t  t im e . A s th e  p o p u la r i ty  of th is  new  k in d  of r e l ig io n  

g rew , th e  o ld e r  r e s e r v a t io n  m is s io n s ,  s p o n s o re d  by th e  L u th e ra n s  an d  

th e  C a th o lic s , b eg an  to lo s e  th e i r  p a r i s h io n e r s .  S u p p o r t of th e  m is s io n  

s c h o o ls  w a s  c o s tly , s in c e  th e y  d id  n o t en jo y  f e d e r a l  a n d  s ta te  a s s i s t a n c e .  

L u th e rn  M is s io n  p o l ic y - m a k e r s  f in a l ly  d e c id e d  th a t  o n ly  th e  c h i ld re n  of 

th e i r  m o s t  lo y a l p a r i s h io n e r s  c o u ld  a t te n d  th e  m is s io n  s c h o o ls , a n d  a s  

a  r e s u l t ,  s o m e  s tu d e n ts  w e re  c o m p e l le d  to  go e ls e w h e r e .

I t  w o u ld  b e  m is le a d in g  to  c o n c lu d e  f r o m  th e  h ig h  e n ro l lm e n t  

f ig u r e s  s ta te d , th a t  s c h o o l e n ro l lm e n t  p e r  se  w as  no lo n g e r  a  p ro b le m  

fo r  th e  San  C a r lo s  A p a c h e s . A n a n a ly s is  of a t te n d a n c e  r e c o r d s  ( s e e  

below ) sh o w e d  th a t  m id - y e a r  t r a n s f e r s  w e r e  p re v a le n t  th ro u g h o u t th e  

e n t i r e  p r o g r a m . T h is  w as  d is c o v e r e d  w hen  e f fo r ts  to  c o m p ile  c o m p le te  

in d iv id u a l s tu d e n t a t te n d a n c e  r e c o r d s  fo r  th e  1 9 5 9 -6 0  sc h o o l y e a r  w e re  

th w a r te d  by so m a n y  in c o m p le te  sc h o o l r e c o r d s .  F o r  e x a m p le , a  c h ild  

w o u ld  e n ro l l  in  one  d ay  sc h o o l in  S e p te m b e r , th e n  t r a n s f e r  to  b o a rd in g  

sc h o o l in  N o v e m b e r . A f te r  th e  C h r i s tm a s  h o lid a y s , h is  n a m e  m ig h t 

a g a in  show  up on th e  r o l l s  of th e  p re v io u s  day  sc h o o l, w h e r e - - p e r h a p s - - 

h e  w o u ld  f in is h  ou t th e  y e a r .

T h is  e r r a t i c  m ig r a t io n  of s tu d e n ts  w as  en ough  to  d is r u p t  a  

s iz a b le  n u m b e r  of in d iv id u a l s tu d e n t  a t te n d a n c e  r e c o r d s ,  b u t no e x a c t  

f ig u r e  c o u ld  be d e te r m in e d  fo r  t r a n s f e r s  a lo n e . N e v e r th e le s s ,  fo r  

w h a te v e r  th e  r e a s o n - - t r a n s f e r s ,  d ro p o u ts ,  o r  d a ta  e r r o r s - - i t  c a n  be 

s a id  th a t  d u r in g  th e  1 9 5 9 -6 0  s c h o o l y e a r ,  392 o u t of 1174 s tu d e n ts

60



61

e n ro l le d  in  day s c h o o ls  d id  n o t c o m p le te  th e i r  y e a r 's  s tu d y  a t  th e  sc h o o l 

in  w h ich  th e y  w e r e  o r ig in a l ly  e n ro l le d .  *

The o b s e r v a t io n s  of th e  a u th o r , w h ile  w o rk in g  w ith  s c h o o l 

o f f ic ia ls  in  v a r io u s  c a p a c i t ie s ,  te n d e d  to  s u p p o r t  th e  s t a t i s t i c a l  e v i ­

d en ce  a b o v e . S e v e ra l  t im e s  e a c h  w e ek , th e  r e s e r v a t io n  p r in c ip a l  w a s  

c o n fro n te d  by s o m e  unhappy  p a r e n t  o r  s tu d e n t s e e k in g  a  t r a n s f e r  f ro m  

one sc h o o l to  a n o th e r .  P a r e n t s  h a v in g  d is c ip l in a r y  p ro b le m s  w ith  th e i r  

c h i ld r e n  a t  h o m e  w o u ld  s e e k  to  h av e  th e m  s e n t  to  b o a rd in g  s c h o o l. 

S tu d e n ts  e x p e r ie n c in g  d if f ic u lty  in  a d ju s t in g  to  one  sc h o o l w o u ld  a s k  to  

be s e n t  to a n o th e r .  F a m i l ie s  s e e k in g  e m p lo y m e n t off th e  r e s e r v a t io n ,  

w h e re v e r  a n d  w h e n e v e r  i t  w as  a v a i la b le , w o u ld  ta k e  th e i r  c h i ld r e n  w ith  

th e m . T h u s , m id - y e a r  t r a n s f e r s  w e r e  n o t o n ly  in d ic a t iv e  of s tu d e n t 

p ro b le m s , b u t th e  h ig h  r a t e  of su c h  t r a n s f e r s  w a s  a ls o  a  r e c o g n iz a b le  

f a c to r  in  c o n tr ib u tin g  to  th e  f a i l u r e  o f m a n y  to  m e e t  th e  e x p e c te d  

a c a d e m ic  s ta n d a r d s  fo r  e d u c a tio n a l  p r o g r e s s .

D a ily  A tte n d a n c e  in  S choo l

By th e i r  v e r y  n a tu r e ,  b o a rd in g  s c h o o ls  te n d e d  to  e l im in a te  an y  

a t te n d a n c e  p r o b le m s .  A p a c h e  t e e n - a g e r s  e n ro l le d  in  su ch  s c h o o ls  h a d  

l i t t l e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  p la y  ho o k y  in  su c h  a  h ig h ly  c o n t r o l le d  e n v iro n m e n t 

w h e re  t e a c h e r s ,  s u p e r v i s o r s ,  a n d  a  v a r ie ty  o f c o u n s e lo r s  a n d  a t te n d ­

a n ts  w e re  c o n tin u a lly  w a tc h in g  o v e r  th e i r  s tu d e n ts .  T he  few  w ho d id  1

1. A p a c h e  e n r o l lm e n t  f ig u r e s  fo r  1 9 5 9 -6 0  a r e  l i s t e d  in  () on 
p a g e s  4 7 -4 8 .
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m a n a g e  to  e lu d e  s u p e r v is io n ,  o r  w ho o p en ly  d e fied  i t ,  w e re  sw if tly  an d  

f i r m ly  r e p r im a n d e d .  T h u s , th e  d is c u s s io n  of A p a ch e  te e n - a g e  a t t e n d ­

a n c e  w ill  be b a s e d  p r im a r i l y  on p u b lic  h ig h  s c h o o l r e c o r d s .  *

P u b lic  s c h o o l o f f ic ia ls  a t  G lobe an d  F t .  T h o m a s  k e p t m o n th ly  

a t te n d a n c e  r e c o r d s  fo r  A p a ch e  s tu d e n ts  p r im a r i l y  b e c a u s e  of th e  n e e d  

to  p r e s e n t  d a ily  e n r o l lm e n t  to ta ls  e a c h  y e a r  to th e  f e d e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t 

fo r  c o s t  r e im b u r s e m e n t  th ro u g h  th e  J o h n s o n -O 'M a lle y  p r o g r a m . F r o m  

th e s e  m a t e r i a l s ,  th e  r e s e a r c h  s ta f f  of th is  s tu d y  c o m p ile d  in d iv id u a l 

s tu d e n t  a t te n d a n c e  r e c o r d s  fo r  e v e ry  A p a c h e  e n r o l le d  150 d ay s  o r m o r e  

in  th e  s a m e  s c h o o l d u r in g  th e  19 5 9 -6 0  sc h o o l y e a r .  In te rv ie w s  w ith  

t e a c h e r s  a n d  s c h o o l o f f ic ia ls  a s s i s t e d  in  th e  fo r m u la t io n  of a n  " a t te n d ­

a n ce  s c a le "  to  w h ic h  th e  c o m p le te d  in d iv id u a l r e c o r d s  c o u ld  be a p p lie d . 

T h is  s c a le  c o n s is te d  of th e  fo llo w in g  c a te g o r ie s :

1. P e r f e c t  A tte n d a n c e : 0. 0% a b s e n c e  fo r  th e  y e a r

2. G ood A tte n d a n c e : 0. 1 -4 .9 %  a b s e n c e  fo r  th e  y e a r ,  o r up 
to  1 d a y 's  a b s e n c e  e v e r y  4 w e e k s

3. F a i r  A tte n d a n c e : 5. 0 -9 . 9% a b s e n c e  fo r  th e  y e a r ,  o r  up 
to  2 d a y s ' a b s e n c e  e v e r y  4 w e e k s

4 . D anger Z one: 10. 0 -1 4 .9 %  a b s e n c e  fo r  th e  y e a r ,  o r  
up to  3 d a y s ' a b s e n c e  e v e r y  4 w e e k s

5. P o o r  A tte n d a n c e : 15. 0 -1 9 .9 %  a b s e n c e  fo r  th e  y e a r ,  o r 
up to  1 d a y 's  a b s e n c e  e v e r y  w e e k

1. T he  s m a l l  n u m b e r  of A p a c h e  te e n - a g e  s tu d e n ts  a tte n d in g  
th e  m is s io n  day  s c h o o ls  d o es  n o t w a r r a n t  th e  in c lu s io n  of th e i r  f ig u r e s  
in  th e  d a ta  p r e s e n te d  h e r e ,  n o r  w ill  th e i r  e x c lu s io n  in  an y  w ay  c h an g e
th e  v a l id i ty  of th e  f in d in g s .
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6. In a d e q u a te  A tte n d a n c e  fo r  N o rm a l S c h o la s t ic  P r o g r e s s :
in c lu d e s  a l l  c a te g o r ie s  of 20% a b s e n c e  
fo r  th e  y e a r  o r  h ig h e r .  M o st s tu d e n ts  
m is s in g  1 day a  w e e k  f ro m  sc h o o l o r  
m o r e  w e re  c o n s id e r e d  u n lik e ly  to be 
a b le  to  k e ep  up w ith  th e  r e s t  of th e  
c l a s s  in  sc h o o l.

A t G lobe H igh S ch o o l, th e  r e c o r d s  sh o w ed  th a t  68% of th e  

e n ro l le d  (150 d ay s  o r  m o re )  A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  h a d  e i th e r  " F a i r "  o r  "G ood" 

a t te n d a n c e  r e c o r d s ,  w h ile  th e  r e m a in in g  32% h a d  r e c o r d s  fa ll in g  in  

c a te g o r ie s  4, 5, a n d  6, in d ic a t in g  d e f in ite  a t te n d a n c e  p r o b le m s .  A t 

F t .  T h o m a s  H igh S ch o o l, m e a n w h ile , o n ly  47% of th e  e n r o l le d  A p a ch e  

s tu d e n ts  h a d  r e c o r d s  in  th e  u p p e r  th r e e  c a te g o r ie s .  T h e  r e m a in in g  53% 

w e re  m is s in g  s c h o o l to a  d e g r e e  b ey o n d  w h a t m o s t  t e a c h e r s  a n d  a d m in i s ­

t r a t o r s  c o n s id e r e d  to  be a d e q u a te  fo r  n o r m a l  a c a d e m ic  p r o g r e s s .

S choo l o f f ic ia ls  -  -b o th  In d ia n  a n d  n o n - I n d ia n - - b la m e d  th e  h ig h e r  

a b s e n c e  r a t e  am o n g  B y la s  t e e n - a g e r s  p r im a r i l y  on th e  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  of 

l iq u o r  in  th e  G e ro n im o  a r e a ,  j u s t  b e tw ee n  B y la s  a n d  F t .  T h o m a s .

M o re  th a n  l ik e ly , a  c o m b in a tio n  of f a c to r s  c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  p ro b le m :

(1) r e d u c e d  r e c r e a t io n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  w ith in  th e  B y la s  c o m m u n ity  r e s u l t ­

in g  f ro m  th e  lo s s  of th e  lo c a l  day  sc h o o l f a c i l i t i e s ,  (2) a  g r e a t e r  d e g r e e  

o f p o v e r ty  in  B y la s  th a n  in  S an  C a r lo s  (a lth o u g h  th is  w a s  a p p a re n t ,  i t  

h a s  y e t to be  a c tu a l ly  p ro v e n ) , a n d  (3) th e  e a s y  a c c e s s ib i l i ty  of l iq u o r  

to b o th  a d u lts  an d  m in o r s .

By lu m p in g  th e  r e c o r d s  of th e  A p a c h e s  f r o m  b o th  s c h o o ls ,  i t  

c a n  be s e e n  th a t  4 2 . 5% of p u b lic  h ig h  s c h o o l A p a c h e s  m i s s e d  tw o d a y s
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o r m o r e  o u t of e v e r y  20 d a y s  o f c l a s s e s :  17. 5% m is s e d  tw o - th r e e  d a y s  

ou t of e v e r y  20, 9% m is s e d  th r e e - f o u r  d a y s , an d  12% m is s e d  f o u r - f iv e  

d a y s . E ig h t p e r  c e n t  of th e  A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  a t  F t .  T h o m as  H igh S choo l 

(none f ro m  G lobe) m is s e d  m o r e  th a n  o n e -fo u r th  of th e  e n t i r e  a c a d e m ic  

y e a r .  I t i s  a ls o  im p o r ta n t  to n o te  th a t  th e  e n ro l lm e n t  o f A p a c h e s  in  

g o v e rn m e n t b o a rd in g  s c h o o ls  r e a c h e d  a n  a l l - t im e  h ig h  in  1 9 5 9 -6 0 .

T h is  m e a n t  th a t  a  s iz a b le  n u m b e r  of p ro b le m  c a s e s  h a d  b e en  r e m o v e d  

f ro m  th e  r e s e r v a t io n ,  a n d  h a d  th e y  b een  in  p u b lic  s c h o o l, th e  a t t e n d ­

a n c e  r e c o r d s  fo r  th e  y e a r  w o u ld  v e r y  l ik e ly  h a v e  b e e n  m u c h  w o r s e .

T he e x te n t o f th e  te e n - a g e  A p a c h e  a t te n d a n c e  p ro b le m  in  the  

o f f - r e s e r v a t io n  p u b lic  s c h o o ls  m u s t  a ls o  be  c o n s id e r e d  in  th e  l ig h t  of 

s e v e r a l  o th e r  f a c to r s :

1. A p a c h e  h ig h  s c h o o l s tu d e n ts  in  th e  m a in  w e re  no t h a b itu a l  

a t te n d a n c e  p ro b le m s  a s  so m e  sc h o o l o f f ic ia ls  a t  th e  t im e  b e lie v e d  th e y  

w e re .  No l e s s  th a n  67 . 2% of th e s e  s tu d e n ts  h ad  a d e q u a te  a t te n d a n c e  fo r  

th e  y e a r .  A  few  ev en  h a d  p e r f e c t  a t te n d a n c e  r e c o r d s  a t  F t .  T h o m a s  

H igh S ch o o l. T he  p ro b le m , th en , w as  n o t one  o f r a m p a n t  p r o p o r t io n s ;  

i t  w as  l im i te d  to  a n  u n m is ta k a b le  c o r e  of " r e p e a t e r s " ,  w h o se  p r o b le m s  

w e re  s u c h  th a t  th e y  c a u s e d  th e  c o n tin u a l in te r r u p t io n  of s c h o o lin g  by 

in c u r r in g  a  h ig h  r a t e  of a b s e n te e i s m .

2. A d d itio n a l a t te n d a n c e  d a ta  sh o w e d  d e f in i te  t r e n d s  in  th e  

r a t e  of a b s e n te e is m . In  th e  o n - r e s e r v a t i o n  g o v e rn m e n t day  s c h o o ls ,  

fo r  e x a m p le , w h e re  th e  m a jo r i ty  (a p p ro x im a te ly  340 in  1 9 5 9 -6 0 ) o f
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A p a c h e  y o u n g s te r s  o b ta in e d  th e i r  s c h o o lin g  up th ro u g h  th e  fo u r th  g ra d e , 

a s  m u c h  a s  76% of th e  s tu d e n ts  h a d  a d e q u a te  a t te n d a n c e  fo r  th e  y e a r .  

S om e 36 s tu d e n ts ,  in  fa c t , h a d  p e r f e c t  a t te n d a n c e  r e c o r d s .  T h o s e  

A p a c h e s  in  th e  p u b lic  s c h o o ls , h o w e v e r , th e  m a jo r i ty  of w hom  w e re  in  

g ra d e s  5 th ro u g h  8, h a d  th e  s m a l l e s t  p e r c e n ta g e  of a d e q u a te  a t te n d a n c e  

(56%) fo r  th e  y e a r .

W hen u s e d  in  c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  th e  in te r v ie w  a n d  s c h o la s t ic  

d a ta , th e s e  d if fe r in g  p e r c e n ta g e s  r e v e a le d  so m e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  of th e  

in te n s i ty  of sch o o l a n d  p e r s o n a l - s o c i a l  A p a ch e  p r o b le m s  a t  d if f e r e n t  

a c a d e m ic  a n d  a g e  le v e l s .  I t s e e m e d  e v id e n t th a t  th o s e  A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  

le a v in g  th e  r e s e r v a t i o n  d ay  s c h o o ls  to  e n te r  g r a d e s  5, 6, 7, a n d  8 a t  

G lobe a n d  F t .  T h o m a s  e x p e r ie n c e d  c o n s id e r a b le  d if f ic u lty  in  a d ju s t in g  

s o c ia l ly  a n d  a c a d e m ic a l ly  to  th e  new , in te g r a te d  p u b lic  s c h o o l s y s te m . 

T h e s e  p r o b le m s ,  c o m b in e d  w ith  th e i r  own a d o le s c e n t  g ro w in g  p a in s  

m a d e  th em  th e  m o s t  s u s c e p t ib le  to  a b s e n te e is m .

A t th e  h ig h  sc h o o l le v e l ,  m a n y  of th e s e  s tu d e n ts  c o n tin u e d  to  

su ffe r  f ro m  th e  p ro b le m s  c o m p o u n d e d  in  th e  lo w e r g r a d e s ,  an d  th e i r  

a t te n d a n c e  r e c o r d s  w e re  in d ic a t iv e  of th e s e  d if f ic u l t ie s  in  th e  p r e s e n c e  

o f a  m o r e  d em an d in g  c u r r i c u lu m .  S o u rc e s  in  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  a ls o  te n d  

to  s u p p o r t  th is  in te r p r e ta t io n  (Z in tz  I9 6 0 : 75 a n d  B o y ce  I9 6 0 : 5).

D u rin g  th e  in te r v ie w s  w ith  h ig h  sc h o o l A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts ,  

s p e c if ic  q u e s t io n s  w e r e  a s k e d  a b o u t th e  t r a n s i t io n  b e tw ee n  th e  o n - 

r e s e r v a t io n  BIA s c h o o ls  a n d  th e  p u b lic  s c h o o ls .  T h e  a n s w e r s  v a r ie d .
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S om e s tu d e n ts  s a id  th a t  th e y  d id  n o t l ik e  go ing  to  th e  p u b lic  s c h o o ls  a t  

f i r s t ,  b e c a u s e  th e y  f e l t  v e r y  m u c h  in  th e  m in o r i ty .  T h e  n o n -In d ia n  

s tu d e n ts  w e re  c o ld  a n d  u n f r ie n d ly , a n d  th e  t e a c h e r s  s e e m e d  to  p a y  

m o r e  a t te n tio n  to th e  n o n - In d ia n s .

O th e r  A p a c h e  h ig h  s c h o o l s tu d e n ts  a d m it te d  th a t  th e  su d d en  

ch an g e  w a s  q u ite  a  sh o c k  a t  f i r s t ,  p r i m a r i l y  b e c a u s e  th e  c la s s w o r k  

w as m u c h  h a r d e r ,  th e  c o m p e ti t io n  w a s  g r e a t e r ,  a n d  h o m e w o rk  w a s  

r e q u i r e d  fo r  th e  f i r s t  t im e . T h e s e  A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  h a d  no c o m p la in ts  

a b o u t th e i r  n o n -In d ia n s  p e e r s ,  o th e r  th a n  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e y  w e re  to u g h  

c o m p e t i to r s .

A ll of th e  h ig h  sch o o l in te r v ie w e e s  r e m a r k e d  a b o u t th e  su d d e n  

in c r e a s e  in  th e  e d u c a tio n a l d e m a n d s  f r o m  th e i r  t e a c h e r s  w h en  f i r s t  

e n te r in g  th e  p u b lic  s c h o o ls , b u t s o m e  c la im e d  th a t  th e y  b e c a m e  

a c c u s to m e d  to  i t .  T h e ir  g r e a t e s t  d if f ic u lty , th e y  s a id , w a s  c o m m u n ic a ­

tio n . N ot o n ly  w a s  i t  h a r d  to  k e e p  up w ith  th e  p a c e  of th e  t e a c h e r 's  

in s t r u c t io n s ,  b u t s o m e  r e c a l l e d  h av in g  d if f ic u lty  u n d e rs ta n d in g  th e  

c h a t t e r  of th e i r  fe llo w  c l a s s m a t e s  on  th e  p la y g ro u n d . T h is  d is c o u r a g e d  

a  n u m b e r  of A p a c h e s  f r o m  m a k in g  a  g r e a t e r  e f fo r t  to  l e a r n  E n g l is h .  

D u rin g  r e c e s s ,  m a n y  s ta y e d  w ith  g ro u p s  of th e i r  ow n k in d  a n d  sp o k e  

A p ach e , e x p e r ie n c in g  p e r h a p s  fo r  th e  f i r s t  t im e , th e  s o m b e r  r e a l i t y  of 

th e i r  ow n u n iq u e n e s s .

3. P e r h a p s  one of th e  m o s t  s u r p r i s in g  r e s u l t s  f r o m  th e  

a n a ly s is  of a t te n d a n c e  w a s  th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  th a t  th e r e  w a s  no c o n s is te n t
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c o r r e la t io n  b e tw ee n  goo d  a t te n d a n c e  a n d  good s c h o la s t ic  a c h ie v e m e n t .  

W hile  p o o r a t te n d a n c e  n e a r ly  a lw a y s  c o in c id e d  w ith  a  v a r i e ty  o f a c a ­

d e m ic  p ro b le m s  a n d  low  s c h o la s t ic  a c h ie v e m e n t, th e r e  w e r e  a ls o  A p a ch e  

s tu d e n ts  in  th e  h ig h e r  g ra d e  le v e ls  w ith  o u ts ta n d in g  d a ily  a t te n d a n c e  

r a t e s  who w e re  doing v e r y  p o o r ly  in  sc h o o l.

In te rv ie w s  w ith  so m e  of th e  p u b lic  s c h o o l t e a c h e r s  r e v e a le d  

th a t su ch  s tu d e n ts  m e r e ly  s a t  in  c l a s s ,  p h y s ic a l ly  p r e s e n t ,  but a p p a r ­

e n tly  m e n ta l ly  out of s te p  w ith  th e  p a c e  o f th e  r e s t  of th e  c l a s s .  T h e ir  

r e s p o n s e  to  c la s s w o r k  a n d  h o m e  a s s ig n m e n ts  w a s  b a r e ly  m in im a l  a n d  

a t  th e  end  of th e  y e a r  th e y  w e r e  e i th e r  h e ld  b a c k  in  c l a s s ,  o r  i f  o v e r  - 

ag ed , " s o c ia l ly  p ro m o te d "  to  th e  n e x t g r a d e .  T he te a c h e r s  th e m s e lv e s  

w e re  b a ff le d  a s  to  w hy su c h  s tu d e n ts  b o th e re d  to  co m e  to  s c h o o l r e g u ­

la r ly  in  th e  f a c e  of su c h  h o p e le s s  p r o s p e c t s .  B u t th e s e  w e r e  g e n e r a l ly  

th e  m o r e  s u b m is s iv e  ty p e s  o f A p a c h e  c h ild re n , w ho r e m a in e d  s to ic a l ly  

s i le n t  in  th e  c la s s r o o m , s e ld o m  c a u s e d  an y  t ro u b le  in  sch o o l, an d  w ho 

p e r s i s t e n t ly  r e f u s e d  to  c o m m u n ic a te  a n y  d if f ic u l t ie s  to  th e i r  t e a c h e r s .

D u rin g  th e  f a l l  of 1959, w hen  th e  a u th o r  an d  h is  i n t e r p r e t e r  

h ad  an  o p p o rtu n ity  to a id  th e  t r i b a l  ju v e n i le  o f f ic e r  w ith  h is  t r u a n c y  an d  

h o u s e - to - h o u s e  c o u n se lin g  c h o r e s ,  m a n y  of th e  r e a s o n s  u n d e r ly in g  th e  

a b s e n te e  p ro b le m  c a m e  to  l ig h t . S e v e ra l  m o n th s  l a t e r ,  w hen  th is  p a r ­

t ic u la r  p h a s e  o f th e  p r o b je c t  h a d  c o m e  to  an  end , h u n d re d s  of h o m e s  in  

th e  San C a r lo s  an d  P e r id o t  c o m m u n it ie s  h a d  b e e n  v i s i t e d  an d  p e r s o n a l
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c o n ta c ts  m a d e  w ith  o c c u p a n t f a m i l ie s .  T he fo llo w in g  i s  a  d is c u s s io n  of 

so m e  o f th e  m o re  s ig n if ic a n t  f in d in g s .

T he  " P ro b le m  C a s e s 11: F a m ily  E n v iro n m e n t a s  a  F a c to r  in  

A b s e n te e is m . - - T h e  r e a l ,  s o - c a l l e d  " p ro b le m  c a s e s "  c o m p r is e d  a  d i s ­

t in c t  g ro u p , a  r a t h e r  c o n s ta n t  n u m b e r  w ho h a d  to  b e  v i s i t e d  t im e  a n d  

t im e  a g a in . T h e s e  s tu d e n ts  m a d e  up a b o u t 40% of th e  to ta l  s tu d e n t  p o p u ­

la tio n , b u t th e y  r e q u i r e d  a  f a r  g r e a t e r  p r o p o r t io n  o f c o u n se lin g  t im e , 

fo r  c o m m u n ic a tio n  w a s  f r e q u e n t ly  d if f ic u l t  a n d  goo d  r a p p o r t  w a s  h a r d  

to a c h ie v e . T h e  p ro b le m  s e e m e d  n o t so  m u c h  one of la n g u a g e  a s  of 

v a lu e s  a n d  id e a s ,  a n d  a  b a s ic  la c k  of m u tu a l u n d e rs ta n d in g  b e tw e e n  th e  

s tu d e n ts , th e i r  p a r e n ts ,  an d  th o s e  in  c h a r g e  of th e  e d u c a tio n  p r o g r a m .  

O ut of th e s e  f a m i l ie s ,  a  n u m b e r  of c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  " ty p e s "  e m e rg e d :

1. T h e  " s k id - r o w "  fa m ily . - - F a m i l i e s  of th is  ty p e  c o m p r is e d  

a s  m u c h  a s  21% of o u r  s a m p le  100 c a s e s .  C o u n se lin g  w ith  th e s e  

f a m i l ie s  v e r y  o fte n  le f t  one  w ith  a  f e e l in g  of h o p e le s s n e s s .  B ro k e n  

m a r r i a g e s ,  d r in k in g , m o r a l  d e g e n e ra t io n ,  p o v e r ty , a n d  c o m p la c e n c y  

w e re  bu t a  few  of th e  o b s ta c le s  th a t  c o n f ro n te d  th e  c o u n s e lo r  a n d  

a f f e c te d  th e  l iv e s  of th e  A p a c h e  c h i ld r e n  b e lo n g in g  to  th e s e  f a m i l ie s .  

S in ce  m a n y  su c h  f a m i l i e s  h a d  b e en  on  " s k id - r o w "  fo r  y e a r s ,  h o u r s  a n d  

h o u rs  of r e p e a te d  ta lk s  c o u ld  do l i t t l e  to  a l l e v ia te  th e i r  s i tu a t io n .

In  n u m e ro u s  c a s e s ,  th e  c h i ld r e n  f r o m  th e s e  f a m i l ie s  w e r e  

h u s t le d  off to  b o a rd in g  s c h o o l to  b e g in  w h a t w a s  h o p e d  to  b e  a  new  a n d  

m o r e  c o n s t r u c t iv e  w ay  o f l if e , a s s u m e d  f e a s ib le  in  th e  c o n t r o l le d  d a ily
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e n v iro n m e n t fo u n d  th e r e .  B ut th e  " s k id - r o w "  p a r e n ts  a n d  r e l a t i v e s  

r e m a in e d  beh ind , to  h a u n t th e i r  c h i ld r e n  w ith  unhap p y  l e t t e r s  a n d  p h o n e  

c a l l s  a n d  to  p r e y  upon th e m  o n ce  a g a in  d u r in g  th e  s u m m e r  v a c a t io n  

m o n th s . I t w as  n o t u n u su a l to  h e a r  b i t te r  o b je c t io n s  f ro m  th e  c h i ld r e n  

of su ch  f a m i l ie s  w hen  th e y  w e r e  f o r c e d  to r e t u r n  h o m e - - a  m is n o m  e r  -  - 

fo r  th e  s u m m e r .  S uch  c a s e s  p ro m p te d  t r i b a l  l e a d e r s  to  d ev e lo p  a  

s u m m e r  c a m p  p r o g r a m  to  o ffe r  n e e d y  s tu d e n ts  a  m o r e  s ta b le  a n d  c o n ­

s t r u c t iv e  e n v iro n m e n t fo r  a t  l e a s t  p a r t  of e a c h  s u m m e r .

2. T he " s y m p a th e t ic "  f a m i ly . . - - I n  su c h  f a m i l ie s  i t  w as  n o t 

u n u su a l to  f in d  f in a n c ia l ly  w e l l - to - d o  p a r e n t s  o r  r e l a t i v e s .  O ne o f th e  

d o m in a n t c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of th e  s y m p a th e tic  f a m ily  s e e m e d  to  be a  

s tro n g , so m e w h a t d o m in e e r in g  m o th e r  o r  g ra n d m o th e r ,  w ho s id e d  

w ith  h e r  c h i ld r e n  in  a lm o s t  e v e r y  d is p u te . T he c h i ld r e n  o f su c h  

f a m il ie s  g e n e r a l ly  g re w  up in  a n  a tm o s p h e r e  o f e c o n o m ic  s ta b i l i ty  an d  

s o c ia l  s o l id a r i ty .  A lo n g  w ith  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  t r a d i t io n a l  A p a c h e  

f e m a le  a u th o r i ty  w e n t a  s ty le  of f a m ily  life  th a t  w a s  a ls o  m o r e  

t r a d i t io n a l .

H o s ti le  a t t i tu d e s  to w a rd s  th e  sc h o o l p r o g r a m , th e  B u re a u  of 

In d ian  A f f a i r s ,  o r to w a rd s  A n g lo s  in  g e n e r a l  o fte n  c a m e  to l ig h t w h en  

c o u n se lin g  w ith  f a m i l ie s  of th is  n a tu r e .  O ld, b i t te r  m e m o r ie s  o f 

unhap p y  e x p e r ie n c e s  a d d e d  m u c h  fu e l  to  th e i r  c o m p la in ts .  I t  sh o u ld  be 

n o ted , h o w e v e r , th a t  o c c a s io n a lly , w h en  i t  w a s  p o s s ib le  to  p a tc h  up 

w o u n d ed  fe e l in g s  a n d  c le a r  up a n y  m is u n d e r s ta n d in g s ,  c o o p e r a t io n  in
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sch o o l m a t t e r s  f ro m  th e s e  f a m i l ie s  c o u ld  g e n e r a l ly  be r e l i e d  upon, 

b e c a u s e  of th e  s tro n g  b a ck in g  of th e  a u th o r i t a r i a n  e ld e r  w ho d i l ig e n tly  

so u g h t a f te r  th e  w e lf a r e  of th e  f a m ily .  E v e n  th e  m o s t  t r a d i t io n a l ly  

o r ie n te d  A p a ch e  e ld e r  c o n f ro n te d  by th e  a u th o r  w a s  n o t o p p o se d  to  e d u ­

c a tio n , b u t r a th e r  to th e  m a n n e r  in  w h ich  i t  w a s  im p le m e n te d .

3. " W e a k -a u th o r i ty 1 11 f a m i l i e s . - - I n  su ch  f a m i l ie s  d is c ip l in e  of 

th e  d e lin q u e n t o r  u n ru ly  c h ild  w a s  e x tr e m e ly  d if f ic u lt , fo r  u n lik e  th e  

" s y m p a th e t ic "  fa m ily , th e r e  w a s  no s ta b le  a u th o r i t a r i a n  f ig u r e  p r e s e n t .  

C o o p e ra tio n  in  fa m ily  o r  s c h o o l m a t t e r s  p r e v a i le d  o n ly  on o c c a s io n s  of 

m u tu a l c o n s e n t  b e tw ee n  th e  c h i ld  a n d  h is  e ld e r s .  * C o n d itio n s  su c h  a s  

th e s e  o fte n  e x is te d  in  f a m i l ie s  w h e re  th e r e  w e re  w e a k  o r in f i r m  f o s te r  

p a r e n ts ,  o r  a  h e lp le s s  w idow  o r  d iv o rc e e .  I t  w a s  n o t u n u su a l fo r  an  

e ld e r  in  th is  f a m ily  to  r e q u e s t  th e  a id  o f so m e  o u ts id e  a u th o r i ty  to  h e lp  

d is c ip l in e  h is  o r  h e r  c h i ld r e n .  T h e  r e la t io n s h ip  of c u r r e n t  A p a ch e  

d is c ip l in a r y  p r a c t i c e s  to  c o m m u n ity  law  a n d  o r d e r  e n fo rc e m e n t  w ill  be 

d i s c u s s e d  la t e r  a t  so m e  le n g th .

T h u s , in  su m m in g  up th is  p r e s e n ta t io n  of th e  t e e n - a g e  " p ro b le m  

c a s e s " ,  a  c a te g o ry  w h ic h  in c lu d e d  th e  w o r s t  a t te n d a n c e  o f f e n d e rs ,  i t  

c an  be s a id  th a t th e  u n fo r tu n a te  n a tu r e  of th e  f a m ily  c o n d itio n s  c o n ­

t r ib u te d  s ig n if ic a n tly  to th e  p r o b le m s  of th e  in d iv id u a l c h i ld r e n .

1. W hile  m a n y  A p a c h e  p a r e n ts ,  u n lik e  so m e  A n g lo s , p r e f e r r e d
n o t to  i n t e r f e r e  w ith  th e i r  c h i ld r e n 's  b e h a v io r  a n d  a t t i tu d e s ,  e v en  th e  
m o s t  to le r a n t  p a r e n ts  r e s o r t e d  to  f i r m  d is c ip l in a r y  m e a s u r e s  w hen  th e y  
ju d g e d  th e  m a t t e r  to o  s e r io u s  to  be o v e r lo o k e d .
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C o n s id e ra t io n  of a n y  s o lu t io n s  to  th e s e  p ro b le m s , th e r e f o r e ,  n e c e s ­

s a r i ly  h a d  to  in c lu d e  a t  th e  v e r y  s t a r t  w a y s  fo r  so lv in g  th e  o v e r r id in g  

f a m ily  d if f ic u l t ie s .

I l ln e s s  a s  a  F a c to r  in  A b s e n te e is m . - -T h e  r e a s o n s  g iv en  by

A p a ch e  p a r e n ts  a n d  c h i ld re n  fo r  a b s e n te e is m  w e re  m a n y , b u t th e  m o s t  

p ro m in e n t  of a l l  w as  " i l l n e s s " .  C h eck in g  o u t th e  a b s e n c e s  th a t  w e r e  

r e p o r te d ly  due  to i l l n e s s  u n c o v e re d  a  n u m b e r  of in te r e s t in g  p o in ts  th a t  

in d ic a te d  so m e  p o s s ib le  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw ee n  A n g lo s  a n d  A p a c h e s .

T h e re  w e re ,  of c o u r s e ,  o c c a s io n s  w h en  i l l n e s s  w a s  u s e d  a s  an  e x c u s e  

to c o v e r  up th e  r e a l  r e a s o n s  fo r  th e  studen t*  s a b s e n c e , b u t th e  a u th o r  * s 

A p a ch e  i n t e r p r e t e r  w a s  u s u a l ly  bo th  c le v e r  a n d  h o n e s t  en o u g h  to  d i s ­

t in g u is h  su c h  c a s e s  f ro m  th e  r e s t ,  w h ic h  w e r e  f ro m  th e  A p a c h e  v ie w ­

po in t, p e r f e c t ly  le g i t im a te  c a s e s  of i l l n e s s .

D u rin g  c e r t a in  p e r io d s  of th e  sch o o l y e a r  m a n y  A p a ch e  

c h ild re n , in  a l l  a g e  g ro u p s  a n d  e s p e c ia l ly  th o s e  f ro m  p o v e r ty - s t r ik e n  

h o m e s , b e c a m e  i l l .  R e s p i r a to r y  i l l n e s s ,  t r a c h o m a  ( p a r t i c u la r ly  in  

th e  lo w e r g ra d e s ) ,  a n d  v a r io u s  ty p e s  o f b a c te r i a l  in fe c t io n s  w e re  th e  

m o s t  co m m o n , c a u s in g  m a n y  a b s e n c e s  f ro m  s c h o o l.

P r i o r  to  1961, w h en  P u b lic  H ea lth , BIA, a n d  t r i b a l  s e r v i c e s  

s te p p e d  in  to  im p ro v e  th e  s i tu a t io n , th e  a v e r a g e  A p a c h e  h o m e  c o n s is te d  

of a  o n e - , tw o - , o r  th r e e - r o o m  h o u se  of w ood  c o n s t r u c t io n ,  w ith  no 

in d o o r w a te r  a n d  s a n i ta t io n  f a c i l i t i e s ,  no in s u la t io n , an d  o n ly  th e  b a r e s t  

m in im u m  in  h e a tin g  u n its :  e i th e r  a  w ood  o r k e r o s e n e  s to v e . T hough
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th e  c l im a te  c o u ld  be e x tr e m e ly  w a rm  in  th e  s u m m e r ,  t e m p e r a t u r e s  

w e re  no t in f r e q u e n t ly  be low  f r e e z in g  in  w in te r .  In fe c tio u s  d i s e a s e s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r ly  c o ld s  a n d  flu , w e r e  p r e v a le n t  d u rin g  th e  w in te r  m o n th s , 

o ften  e x h ib itin g  a  r a p id  s p r e a d  th ro u g h o u t th e  s tu d e n t p o p u la tio n .

I t  w a s  a ls o  not u n u s u a l to  f in d  a  c h ild  h o m e  w ith  w h a t a p p e a r e d  

to  be on ly  m in o r  d is c o m fo r ts ,  s u c h  a s  a  s o r e  l im b  o r  h e a d a c h e , th a t  

f o r  m o s t  A ng lo  p a r e n ts  a n d  s c h o o l o f f ic ia ls  w o u ld  n o t h av e  c o n s t i tu te d  

a  le g i t im a te  e x c u s e  fo r  a b s e n c e .  A p a c h e s , h o w e v e r , g e n e r a l ly  d i s ­

a g r e e d  w ith  su c h  a  v ie w p o in t. In  th e i r  e y e s , su c h  a c h e s  a n d  p a in s  w e re  

p o s s ib ly  s y m p to m a tic  of a  s e r io u s  m a la d y , e i th e r  p h y s ic a l  o r  e m o tio n a l. 

T h e  b e s t  r e m e d y  w a s  to  k e e p  th e  c h ild  a t  h o m e , c o m fo r t  h im , and  

w a tch  fo r  an y  d e v e lo p m e n ts .  T ry in g  to  a rg u e  w ith  a  p a r e n t  on th e  

g ro u n d s  th a t  a  s im p le  a s p i r i n  w o u ld  a l le v ia te  w h a t w a s  " p ro b a b ly  a  

m in o r , t e m p o r a r y  d is c o m f o r t"  o n ly  c o n v in c e d  h im  o r  h e r  of y o u r la c k  

of r e a l  c o n c e rn  fo r  th e  c h i ld 's  w e lf a r e .

T a lk in g  w ith  A p a c h e  m o th e r s  ab o u t i l ln e s s  a n d  d i s e a s e  so o n  

r e v e a le d  th a t  v e r y  few  r e a l l y  u n d e rs to o d  th e  th e o ry  of g e r m s  a n d  th e  

fu n d a m e n ta ls  of m o d e rn  h o m e  m e d ic a l  c a r e .  T hough  few  a d m it te d  

a d h e r e n c e  to  t r a d i t io n a l  A p a c h e  c u r e s ,  su ch  a s  h e r b s ,  p a r t s  o f a n im a ls ,  

m a g ic  ta l i s m a n s ,  and  c e r e m o n ia l  c u r e s  (K ing 1954: 22), t r a d i t io n a l  

v ie w s  r e g a r d in g  th e  p h e n o m en o n  of i l ln e s s  i t s e l f  a p p e a r e d  c o m m o n .

1. A s id e  f r o m  c e r t a in  r e c o g n iz a b le  i l l n e s s e s ,  c l e a r ly  d e f in e d  

by A ng lo  d o c t o r s - - t h e  c o m m o n  c o ld , t r a c h o m a , e tc .  - - l e s s  e a s i ly
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id e n t i f ia b le  i l l n e s s e s  w e re  th o u g h t by A p a c h e s  to  be  th e  r e s u l t  of s o m e  

p re v io u s  v io la t io n  of t r a d i t io n a l  A p a c h e  r e l ig io u s  b e l ie f s  o r  e v e n  

w itc h c r a f t .

2. F e a r  i t s e l f  w a s  a  k in d  o f i l ln e s s  (O p le r  1946: 22) th a t  w as  

b e l ie v e d  to  b e  c a u s e d  by so m e  e v il  in f lu e n c e . Y oung c h i ld r e n  w e re  

p a r t i c u la r ly  s u s c e p t ib le  a n d  h a d  to  b e  f r e q u e n t ly  c a r e d  fo r  a t  h o m e  by 

th e i r  m o th e r s  fo r  th is  a i lm e n t .

3. I l l n e s s e s  th a t d id  n o t a p p e a r  to r e s p o n d  to  t r e a tm e n t  f ro m  

the lo c a l  p u b lic  h e a l th  d o c to r  w e re  c o n s id e r e d  to  b e  e x tr e m e ly  s e r io u s ,  

a n d  p ro b a b ly  of s p i r i tu a l  o r ig in .  T h e  p a r e n t  of a  c h ild  a f f l ic te d  in  th is  

m a n n e r  m ig h t th e n  tu r n  to  a  r e s p e c t e d  g o tah  le a d e r  fo r  a d v ic e , o r go 

d i r e c t ly  to  a  m e d ic in e  m a n . A p a c h e s  n o r m a l ly  d id  n o t e x p e c t A n g lo s  

to  u n d e r s ta n d  o r  a p p r e c ia te  th e  s e r io u s n e s s  of su c h  i l l n e s s e s ;  h e n c e , 

th e  u se  of t r a d i t io n a l  c u r e s  w a s  a lm o s t  n e v e r  d i s c u s s e d  w ith  A n g lo s .  ̂1

1. On one u n iq u e  o c c a s io n  th e  a u th o r  w as  a p p ro a c h e d  by a  
c lo s e  A p a ch e  f r ie n d  a n d  in  s e c r e c y  a s k e d  if  h e  th o u g h t a  d a u g h te r  of 
h is  (A p ach e) c o u ld  be  c u r e d  by a  m e d ic in e  m a n . T h e  d a u g h te r  w a s  
h av in g  s e r io u s  s o c ia l  a d ju s tm e n t  p r o b le m s .  " E v e ry o n e  h a s  t r i e d  in  
e v e ry  w ay  to h e lp  h e r ,  " he  sa id , "b u t n o th in g  s e e m s  to  h e lp . She w o n ’t 
l i s te n  to a n y o n e . I t ’s j u s t  l ik e  s h e ’s c r a z y  in  th e  h e a d , o r  so m e th in g . 
S om e p e o p le  s a y  s h e 's  'w i tc h e d ' a n d  w e sh o u ld  ta k e  h e r  to  a  m e d ic in e  
m a n . But so m e  p e o p le  d o n 't  b e l ie v e  in  th a t k in d  of s tu ff  a n y m o re .
W hat do y o u  th in k ? "  My a n s w e r  w a s  h o n e s t  bu t a m b ig u o u s . N ot b e in g  
a n  A p a ch e , I s a id , m a d e  i t  d if f ic u l t  fo r  m e  to  a d v is e  h im  in  su c h  m a t ­
t e r s .  My v ie w s  m ig h t be b ia s e d .  I  to ld  h im  to  s p e a k  to  so m e  o ld e r  
m e n  of h is  t r i b e .
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A  c e r ta in  d e g r e e  of un f a m i l i a r  i ty  w ith  th e  m e d ic a l  c a r e  p r o ­

v id e d  in  s c h o o l fo r  th e  n e e d s  o f e v e r y  c h ild , c o u p le d  w ith  th e  b a s ic  c o n ­

v ic tio n  th a t  no te a c h e r  o r  s c h o o l a d m in is t r a to r  c o u ld  p o s s ib ly  h a v e  th e  

c o n c e rn  fo r  an  a ilin g  A p a ch e  c h ild  th e  w ay  i t s  m o th e r  co u ld , g av e  m o s t  

A p ach e  p a r e n ts  a m p le  c a u s e  fo r  k e e p in g  a  s ic k  c h ild  h o m e  f ro m  s c h o o l. 

E v e n  am o n g  p a r e n ts  who o p en ly  p r o f e s s e d  th e  im p o r ta n c e  of e d u ca tio n , 

th is  s tro n g , p r o te c t iv e  f e e l in g  a b o u t th e i r  c h i ld re n  p re d o m in a te d .  C o n ­

s id e r in g  th e  h ig h  d e a th  r a t e  am o n g  In d ia n  c h i ld re n  u n til  a  few  y e a r s  

ago , p a r t i c u l a r ly  a m o n g  in fa n ts ,  * A p a ch e  p a r e n ts  m ig h t w e ll h a v e  h a d  

goo d  r e a s o n  to be so  c o n c e rn e d  (G oodw in 1942: 453).

M is u n d e rs ta n d in g s  a s  a  C a u se  fo r  A b s e n te e is m . - -  A g a in  a n d  

a g a in  s im p le  m is u n d e r s ta n d in g s  w e re  fo u n d  to  be  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  

a b s e n te e is m . A  h ig h  sc h o o l t e e n - a g e r ,  fo r  e x a m p le , m ig h t c o m e  h o m e  

one a f te rn o o n  w ith  a  p ro b le m , p e r h a p s  a  r e q u e s t  of so m e  s o r t  f ro m  th e  

sc h o o l. S in c e  in  m o s t  A p a c h e  f a m i l ie s ,  c h i ld r e n  w e r e  n o t a s k e d  a b o u t 

th e i r  d a ily  a c t i v i t i e s - - a n d  few  v o lu n te e r e d  in fo r m a t io n  on th e i r  o w n - - 

th e  p ro b le m  m ig h t n o t c o m e  to  l ig h t u n til  th e  n e x t m o rn in g  w h en  i t  w as  

t im e  to  p r e p a r e  fo r  s c h o o l. T h en  th e  s tu d e n t w o u ld  v o ic e  a  b i t te r  c o m ­

p la in t a g a in s t  th e  sch o o l an d  beg  to be  k e p t a t  h o m e  f o r  f e a r  of p u n is h ­

m e n t by so m e  te a c h e r  o r  a d m in i s t r a to r .  U nab le  to  c o p e  w ith  th e  p r o b ­

le m  a t  su ch  s h o r t  n o tic e , o r  p e r h a p s  u n ab le  to  u n d e r s ta n d  i t  fu lly , th e  1

1. In d ian  in fa n t m o r t a l i t y  r a t e  in  m id - 1 9 5 0 's  w a s  275 p e r  1000 
b i r t h s .  U. S. p o p u la tio n  f ig u r e s  w e re  28 p e r  1000 b i r t h s .
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p u z z le d  p a r e n t ,  f e a r in g  fo r  th e  s a f e ty  of th e  c h ild , h a d  no c h o ic e  bu t to  

k e ep  th e  c h ild  a t  h o m e .

C o u n se lin g  w ith  th e  p a r e n t  a n d  c h ild  r e v e a le d  in  a lm o s t  e v e r y  

c a s e  a  r a t h e r  l im i te d  u n d e rs ta n d in g  of th e  f a c ts  s u r ro u n d in g  th e  in c id e n t, 

and  on th e  p a r t  of th e  p a r e n t ,  an  e v en  m o r e  l im i te d  u n d e rs ta n d in g  of 

sch o o l p r o c e d u r e s  an d  p o l ic ie s  in  g e n e r a l .  U su a lly , th e  in c o m p le te  o r  

d i s to r te d  in fo r m a t io n  th a t  th e  c h ild  h a d  to o ffe r , w a s  a l l  th a t  th e  p a r e n t  

h a d  on w h ich  to  b a s e  h is  o r h e r  d e c is io n . T h e  s tu d e n t  m a y  h av e  m i s ­

u n d e rs to o d  th e  t e a c h e r 's  r e q u e s t ,  o r th e  t e a c h e r  m a y  h a v e  m is u n d e r ­

s to o d  th e  s tu d e n t 's  r e a s o n  fo r  h av in g  d if f ic u lty  in  fu lf i l l in g  th a t  r e q u e s t .  

T h is  m is u n d e r s ta n d in g  w a s  f u r th e r  c o m p lic a te d  w hen  p r e s e n te d  to th e  

unknow ing p a r e n ts  by th e  s tu d e n t: a  s i tu a t io n  w h ich  w as  s u f f ic ie n t  fo r  

a t  l e a s t  o n e  d a y 's  a b s e n c e , a n d  p o s s ib ly  m o r e  i f  n o t a t te n d e d  to  th a t  

day .

A  p ro m p t c le a r in g  of th e  c o n fu s io n  th ro u g h  th e  a id  a n d  d ip lo ­

m a c y  of th e  t r i b a l  ju v e n ile  o f f ic e r ,  s e ld o m  f a i le d  to  g e t th e  c h ild  b a c k  

in  sch o o l im m e d ia te ly .  O ften  f u r th e r  p ro b le m s  of a  s im i la r  n a tu r e  w e re  

a v o id e d  b e c a u s e  of th e  b r i e f  le a r n in g  e x p e r ie n c e  p ro v id e d  th e  p a r e n t  

th ro u g h  th e  c o u n se lin g  s e s s io n .

T he E f fe c ts  of S h am e  a n d  S choo l D is c ip l in e  on A b s e n te e is m . - -

I t  w a s  n o t u n u su a l to  f in d  an  A p a c h e  c h ild  a t  h o m e  b e c a u s e  of a n  u n h ap p y  

in c id e n t  in  s c h o o l th a t  c a u s e d  h im  to  f e e l  e m b a r r a s s e d  a n d  a s h a m e d . 

S uch  in c id e n ts  c r e a t e d  h ig h ly  e m o tio n a l  s i tu a t io n s  n e c e s s i ta t in g  th e



m o s t  s e n s i t iv e  h an d lin g  on th e  p a r t  of th e  c o u n s e lo r  o r  in te r m e d ia r y .  

T hey  o c c u r r e d  m o s t  f r e q u e n t ly  in  th e  in te g r a te d  p u b lic  s c h o o ls ,  w h e re  

o ld  r a c i a l  a n ta g o n is m s  an d  p o o r  f a m ily - s c h o o l  c o m m u n ic a tio n s  te n d e d  

to  c o m p lic a te  a n d  d i s to r t  th e  r e a l  i s s u e s  a t  h a n d . T h e  in e v i ta b le  m i s ­

u n d e rs ta n d in g s  w e re  d if f ic u l t  to  i r o n  o u t u n d e r su c h  c o n d itio n s , a n d  a s  

o ften  a s  n o t th e  o u tc o m e  w o u ld  f in d  th e  a n g ry  a n d  h u m il ia te d  p a r e n t s  

in s is t in g  on  th e  t r a n s f e r a l  of th e i r  c h i ld  to  a n o th e r  s c h o o l. T he  fo llo w ­

ing  a c tu a l  in c id e n t  sh o u ld  h e lp  to  i l l u s t r a t e  th is  d is c u s s io n .

E m ily  A lb e r ta  ( f ic t i t io u s  n a m e ) w a s  m a n a g in g  r e a s o n a b ly  w e ll 

i n  p u b lic  s ch o o l, u n ti l  one  day  sh e  w as  s e n t  h o m e  w ith  th e  r e p o r t  th a t  

sh e  h ad  l ic e  in  h e r  h a i r .  H e r f a m ily  w a s  q u ite  e m b a r r a s s e d ,  an d  

E m ily  w a s  s c r u b b e d  w e ll a n d  s e n t  b a c k  to  sc h o o l. A g a in  sh e  r e tu r n e d  

h o m e  w ith  a  n o tic e  of th e  s a m e  c o m p la in t .  O nly  th is  t im e  sh e  w as  to ld  

n o t to  r e tu r n  to  sc h o o l u n til  s h e  h a d  r i d  h e r s e l f  of a l l  th e  l ic e .

T he  p a r e n ts  w e r e  in c e n s e d , a n d  r e p o r te d  th e  in c id e n t  to  th e  

r e s e r v a t io n  p r in c ip a l  a n d  th e  s o c ia l  w o r k e r .  E m ily  r e f u s e d  to  go b a c k  

to  sch o o l u n d e r any  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  a n d  h e r  p a r e n ts  e x p r e s s e d  s t ro n g  

sy m p a th y . S e v e ra l  p h o n e  c a l l s  c l a r i f i e d  th e  p ro b le m , a n d  a  P u b lic  

H e a lth  N u r s e  w a s  s e n t  to  th e  h o m e  to  e r a d ic a te  th e  s o u r c e  o f th e  g i r l 's  

r e in fe c t io n .

In  a  w e e k 's  t im e , a f te r  m u c h  co ax in g , th e  A lb e r ta s  f in a l ly  

a g r e e d  to  s e n d  E m ily  b ack  to  s c h o o l. She r e tu r n e d  h o m e  o n c e  m o r e  

w ith  w o rd  f ro m  th e  sc h o o l n u r s e ,  c la im in g  th a t  th e r e  w e r e  " in d ic a t io n s "
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of Lice s t i l l  in  h e r  h a i r .  A n e x a m in a tio n  by th e  PH S d o c to r  r e f u te d  th is  

c la im , a n d  th e  r e s e r v a t io n  p r in c ip a l  u n le a s h e d  a  v ig o ro u s  p r o t e s t  

a g a in s t  th e  p u b lic  s c h o o l o f f ic ia ls .  No a m o u n t of a p o lo g ie s , h o w e v e r , 

c o u ld  so fte n  th e  h e a r t s  of E m i ly 's  i r a t e  p a r e n ts ,  a n d  in  a  s h o r t  t im e  

sh e  w as  s e n t  aw ay  to  b o a rd in g  sc h o o l.

A  th o ro u g h  in v e s t ig a t io n  of th e  c a u s e s  b e h in d  th e s e  u n fo r tu n a te  

in c id e n ts ,  b ro u g h t to  l ig h t f a c to r s  w h ic h  c r e a te d  th e  c o n d itio n s  f o s t e r ­

ing  m i s u n d e r  s ta n d in g  s . A n g lo  te a c h e r s  a n d  sch o o l a d m in i s t r a to r s  

w e re  g e n e r a l ly  ig n o ra n t  of A p a c h e  d i s c ip l in a r y  m e th o d s - - in  fa c t , 

m an y  b e lie v e d  th a t  A p a c h e  p a r e n ts  d id  n o t d is c ip l in e  th e i r  c h i ld r e n  a t  

a l l - - a n d  unkn o w in g ly  u s e d  th e i r  own m e th o d s  of r e p r im a n d ,  sh am in g  

th e  A p a c h e  s tu d e n t, s o m e t im e s  b e fo re  th e  e y e s  of h is  c l a s s m a t e s .

T h is  le f t  th e  s tu d e n t o p en  to  r id i c u le  a n d  d is a p p ro v a l ,  p a r t i c u l a r ly  

f ro m  n o n -In d ia n  p e e r s .

T r a d i t io n a l ly ,  p u b lic  d is a p p r o v a l  an d  r id i c u le  h a v e  b een  u s e d  

by A p a c h e s  a s  s t ro n g  c o r r e c t iv e  m e a s u r e s  fo r  t e e n - a g e r s  a n d  a d u lts  

a l ik e :  m e a s u r e s  w h ic h  w e re  " . . . f e a r e d  a n d  a v o id e d  a b o v e  e v e r y ­

th in g "  (G oodw in 1942: 45 9 ). T h e  u s e  o f su ch  m e th o d s  by s c h o o l p e r ­

so n n e l fo r  m in o r  in f r a c t io n s  w a s  c o n s id e r e d  by A p a c h e s  to  be  u n ju s t ly  

h a r s h  a n d  d i s c r im in a to r y .  T h u s , A n g lo  t e a c h e r s ,  in s e n s i t iv e  o r  ig n o ­

r a n t  of th e  c o m p e tit io n  b e tw ee n  A p a c h e  a n d  n o n -A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts ,  w ith  

th e  f o r m e r  u s u a lly  fe e lin g  so m e w h a t in f e r io r ,  w o u ld  c r e a t e  e m o tio n a l
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c r i s e s  th a t  o fte n  h in d e re d  A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  in  th e i r  e f fo r t s  to  a d ju s t  to  

th e  in te g r a te d  sch o o l p r o g r a m .

S e a so n  a s  a  F a c to r  in  A b s e n te e is m . - - B y  p lo tt in g  th e  m o n th ly  

r a t e  o f a b s e n te e is m , i t  w as  d is c o v e r e d  th a t  a t  c e r t a in  t im e s  of th e  

sch o o l y e a r  A p ach e  s tu d e n ts  w e r e  m o r e  p ro n e  to  a b s e n te e is m  th a n  a t  

o th e r  t im e s .  S e p te m b e r , O c to b e r , J a n u a ry , an d  M a rc h  h ad  th e  h ig h e s t  

in c id e n c e  of a b s e n c e s ,  w h ile  D e c e m b e r , F e b r u a r y ,  A p r i l ,  and  M ay h a d  

the  lo w e s t. In v e s t ig a t io n , n o t e n t i r e ly  c o n c lu s iv e , p o in te d  to  th e  fo llo w ­

ing  p ro b a b le  c a u s e s :

1. S e p te m b e r  a n d  O c to b e r  fo u n d  A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  e x p e r ie n c in g  

th e i r  m o s t  d if f ic u l t  p e r io d  of a d ju s tm e n t  to  th e  new  y e a r  of c l a s s  r o u t in e ,  

new  te a c h e r s ,  p e r h a p s  h ig h e r  le v e ls  of w o rk , a n d  p e rh a p s  a  new  sc h o o l 

a l to g e th e r .  H o m e s ic k n e s s  w a s  m o s t  s t ro n g ly  f e l t  d u r in g  th is  t im e .

2. By N o v e m b e r a n d  D e c e m b e r  m o s t  s tu d e n ts  h a d  s e t t l e d  

dow n to  th e i r  ro u t in e  of s c h o o l w o rk , a n d  n ew ly  m a d e  fr ien d sh ip s  e a s e d  

th e  p a n g s  of h o m e s ic k n e s s .

3. In J a n u a ry  so m e  s tu d e n ts ,  h av in g  e n jo y e d  th e i r  C h r is tm a s  

v a c a tio n , r e f u s e d  to  r e t u r n  to  sc h o o l on a  r e g u la r  b a s i s .  F a c e d  w ith  

s e m e s te r  e x a m s , so m e  m a d e  a n  e f fo r t  to  d ro p  o u t o f s c h o o l e n t i r e ly .

4 . F e b r u a r y  saw  th e  b eg in n in g  of th e  new  s e m e s t e r  w ith  

s o m e  of th e  m o re  s e r io u s  a t te n d a n c e  o f fe n d e rs  e i th e r  in  b o a rd in g  

sch o o l o r  ou t o f s c h o o l e n t i r e ly .
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5. W ith  th e  c o m in g  of w a rm , s p r in g - l ik e  w e a th e r  in  M a rc h , 

h o o k y -p la y in g  a t  t im e s  g o t q u ite  o u t of hand; bu t by A p r i l  a n d  M ay su c h  

m a t t e r s  w e re  b ro u g h t u n d e r  c o n tr o l .

6. I l ln e s s  w a s  m o s t  p r e v a le n t  d u r in g  th e  m o n th s  of O c to b e r , 

J a n u a ry , and  M a rc h .

S c h o la s t ic  P r o b le m s  a s  a  F a c to r  in  A b s e n te e is m . - -A lo n g  w ith  

th e  ab o v e  f a c to r s  in f lu e n c in g  th e  a n n u a l r a t e  of a b s e n te e is m  a m o n g  

A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  - - f a m ily  e n v iro n m e n t, i l l n e s s ,  p o o r  c o m m u n ic a tio n s  

and  m is u n d e r s ta n d in g s ,  sch o o l d i s c ip l in a r y  p r a c t i c e s ,  a n d  t im e  o f 

y e a r  - - s c h o la s t ic  d i f f ic u l t ie s  c r e a t e d  p r o b le m s  w h ich  o ften  le d  to  r e l u c ­

ta n c e  on th e  p a r t  o f s o m e  A p a c h e s  to  s ta y  in  s c h o o l. T h is  w as  a  p a r ­

t i c u la r ly  in f lu e n t ia l  f a c to r  a t  th e  h ig h e r  g r a d e  le v e ls  w h e re  th e  sc h o o l 

w o rk  w as  m o r e  d e m an d in g  a n d  th e  w o rk  lo a d s  w e r e  h e a v ie r .  S in c e  

m a n y  A p a c h e s  a t  th e s e  g r a d e  le v e l s  w e r e  in  th e  i n te g r a te d  p u b lic  

s c h o o ls , c o m p e tin g  a c a d e m ic a l ly  w ith  n o n -In d ia n s  h av in g  a  b a c k g ro u n d  

of c u l tu r a l  e x p e r ie n c e s  m o r e  in  l in e  w ith  th e  c u r r ic u lu m  of th e  p u b lic  

sch o o l s y s te m , m a n y  of th e s e  s c h o la s t ic  p ro b le m s  b e c a m e  a c c e n tu a te d .

In o r d e r  to  c o p e  m o r e  c o m p e te n tly  w ith  th e  m a g n itu d e  a n d  c o m ­

p le x ity  of th e  s c h o la s t ic  p ro b le m , a  fu ll  s e c t io n  of th is  r e p o r t  w il l  be

d e v o te d  to  i t .
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A c a d e m ic  A c h ie v e m e n t in  S choo l

In  m e a s u r in g  th e  s c h o la s t ic  a c h ie v e m e n t o f t e e n - a g e  A p a c h e  

s tu d e n ts , a  n u m b e r of c r i t e r i a  w e re  u se d : in te l l ig e n c e  t e s t s  c o m p a r in g  

In d ia n s  w ith  n o n -In d ia n s , a  c o m p a r is o n  of In d ia n  a n d  n o n -In d ia n  g ra d e  

a v e r a g e s ,  th e  in c id e n c e  of A p a c h e  a g e - g r a d e  lag  in  th e  u p p e r  g ra d e  

le v e ls ,  s o c ia l  p ro m o t io n s  in  th e  p u b lic  s c h o o ls , a n d  th e  A p a c h e  t e e n ­

a g e  d ro p -o u t  r a t e .

B e fo re  d is c u s s in g  a n y  one of th e s e  c r i t e r i a ,  h o w e v e r, a  few  

r e m a r k s  r e g a r d in g  th e  v a r io u s  te c h n iq u e s  u s e d  a r e  in  o r d e r .

In  a  p r o je c t  of m o d e s t  s iz e  su ch  a s  th is ,  i t  w a s  im p o s s ib le  to  

in v e s t ig a te  a l l  th e  m a n y  p h a s e s  of th e  p r o g r a m  of e d u c a tio n  fo r  A p a c h e s  

on th e  b a s is  of th e  to ta l  s ch o o l p o p u la tio n . T h e  d a ta  h a d  to b e  g a th e r e d  

in  a r e a s  w h e re  i t  w as  m o s t  f e a s ib le  a n d  a t  t im e s  w hen  i t  b e s t  s u i te d  

the  c o n v e n ie n c e  of e a c h  in d iv id u a l  s c h o o l. F o r  e a c h  of th e  c r i t e r i a  

d is c u s s e d  be low , h o w e v e r , a  s a m p le  of a d e q u a te  s iz e  w as  o b ta in e d , 

in v o lv in g  a p p ro x im a te ly  100 s tu d e n ts  o r  m o r e .  N e a r ly  a l l  o f th e  d a ta  

w e re  g a th e r e d  d u rin g  th e  1 9 5 9 -6 0  sc h o o l y e a r  f ro m  th e  r e c o r d s  o f t e e n ­

age  In d ia n  a n d  n o n -In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  in  g r a d e s  5 th ro u g h  12.

A  C o m p a r is o n  of In d ia n  a n d  N o n -In d ian  I. Q. S c o r e s .  - - In  th e  

s p r in g  of I9 6 0 , a  b a t te r y  o f L o r g e - T h o r n d ik e  In te l l ig e n c e  T e s ts  w a s  

g iv e n  to th e  p u p ils  in  a l l  g ra d e  le v e ls  a t  th e  F t .  T h o m a s  S c h o o ls . A n 

a n a ly s is  of th e s e  r e s u l t s  w a s  m a d e  by L o u is  C . B e r n a r d o n i  a n d  h is  

s ta f f  a t  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  of P u b lic  I n s tru c t io n ,  D iv is io n  o f In d ia n
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E d u c a tio n  of th e  S ta te  of A r iz o n a .  T h e  fo llo w in g  i s  a  s u m m a ry  of th e  

m a jo r  p o in ts  of B e r n a r d o n i 's  f in d in g s .

The L o r g e - T h o rn d ik e  In te l l ig e n c e  T e s ts  h a v e  b een  s t a n d a r d ­

iz e d  fo r  c o m m u n it ie s  of v a ry in g  s o c io -e c o n o m ic  le v e ls ,  a n d  a r e  a d a p t ­

a b le  to c o n d itio n s  w h e re  low  s o c io -e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s  h a s  p r e v a i le d  

th ro u g h o u t th e  b a c k g ro u n d  of th e  s u b je c ts ,  a  f a c to r  w h ic h  m a d e  th e s e  

t e s t s  s e e m  to  be f a v o ra b ly  s u i te d  to  m o s t  o f th e  s tu d e n ts  a t  F t .  T h o m a s . 

S in ce  th e  t e s t s  y ie ld e d  bo th  a  v e r b a l  a n d  n o n - v e r b a l  I. Q . , i t  w as  

p o s s ib le  to  s e e  i f  an y  d if f e r e n c e s  e x is te d  b e tw ee n  th e s e  s e p a r a te  

p e r f o r m a n c e  c a te g o r ie s  th a t  m ig h t h e lp  in  e v a lu a tin g  th e  a b i l i t i e s  of 

A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  in  b o th  v e r b a l  an d  n o n - v e r b a l  t a s k s .

T he s tu d e n ts  - - b o th  In d ia n  a n d  n o n - In d ia n -  - w e r e  g ro u p e d  by 

g r a d e s  1 -3 , 4 -6 , a n d  7 -1 2 , in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  th e  d e s ig n  of th e  t e s t .

If i t  c a n  be  a s s u m e d  th a t  a l l  of th e  s tu d e n ts  u n d e r s to o d  th e  in s t r u c t io n s  

a n d  w e re  p r o p e r ly  m o tiv a te d  in  th e i r  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  th e n  w e c a n  r e g a r d  

th e  fo llo w in g  a s p e c ts  o f th e  d a ta  w ith  s o m e  v a l id i ty .  F o r  th e  p u r p o s e s  

of th is  s tu d y , c o n c e rn  w il l  be  w ith  th e  r e s u l t s  f ro m  g r a d e s  4 th ro u g h  

12 o n ly .
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T a b le  1. - -M e a n  I. Q. s c o r e s :  g r a d e s  4 -6 *

G ra d e

In d ia n N o n -In d ian

N.
V e rb a l

I. Q.
N o n -V e rb a l

I. Q. N.
V e rb a l

I. Q.
N o n -V e rb a l

I. Q.

4 14 74. 57 7 3 .3 5 13 9 8 .0 0 94 . 31

5 16 70. 31 8 2 .6 9 9 104 . 44 1 0 4 .6 6

6 17_ 77. 12 9 2 .6 5 12_ 9 6 . 00 1 0 3 .6 6

T o ta l 47 74. 06 8 3 .6 2 34 9 9 .0 0 100. 35

* N a tio n a l S ta n d a rd  m e a n  I. Q. i s  100

T a b le  2. - - M e a n  I. Q. s c o r e s :  g r a d e s  7 - 12*

In d ia n N o n - In d ian

G ra d e N.
V e rb a l  

I. Q.
N o n -V e rb a l

I. Q. N.
V e rb a l

I. Q.
N o n -V e rb a l

I. Q.

7 15 76. 60 8 9 .6 7 12 9 5 .4 2 102. 58

8 10 72. 60 9 0 . 80 10 103 . 80 106. 60

9 11 7 8 .5 5 8 7 .7 3 12 90 . 75 9 2 .9 2

10 7 8 2 .5 7 9 3 .4 3 5 91 . 20 93 . 20

11 4 7 2 .2 5 8 8 .2 5 8 96 . 88 1 0 1 .2 5

12 _4 7 1 .7 5 7 9 .7 5 _6 95 . 00 106. 50

T o ta l 51 76. 33 8 9 .1 0 53 9 5 .7 2 100. 51

* N a tio n a l S ta n d a rd  m e a n  I. Q. i s  100
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A s c a n  b e  s e e n  f r o m  th e  m e a n  I. Q. s c o r e s  ab o v e , th e  n o n -  

A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  te n d e d  to  s c o r e  so m e w h a t n e a r  th e  n a t io n a l  n o rm s  on 

th e  v e r b a l  t e s t s  a n d  s l ig h tly  a b o v e  th e s e  n o rm s  on th e  n o n - v e r b a l  t e s t s .  

T he A p a ch e  s tu d e n ts ,  h o w e v e r , te n d e d  to  s c o r e  be low  th e  n a tio n a l 

n o rm s  on b o th  t e s t s ,  to  le v e ls  a p p ro x im a te ly  25 p o in ts  lo w e r on th e  

v e r b a l  s e c t io n s  an d  1 0 -15  p o in ts  lo w e r on th e  n o n - v e r b a l  s e c t io n s .

T he d if f e r e n c e s  b e tw ee n  th e  v e r b a l  an d  n o n - v e r b a l  I. Q . 1 s fo r  A p a c h e s  

w e re  fo u n d  to  be  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s ig n if ic a n t ,  a n  in d ic a t io n  to so m e  d e g r e e  

of th e  v e r b a l  h a n d ic a p  e x p e r ie n c e d  by th e s e  s tu d e n ts  in  s c h o o l. (T h e  

a s s u m p tio n  h e r e  i s  th a t  a  " s lo w  l e a r n e r 11 w o u ld  h a v e  m a d e  s im i l a r  

low s c o r e s  on b o th  s e c t io n s  of th e  t e s t .  )

T he L o r g e - T h o rn d ik e  I n te l l ig e n c e  T e s ts  a ls o  y ie ld e d  a  m e a n  

g r a d e  e q u iv a le n t s c o r e  th a t  c o u ld  b e  u s e d  in  c o m p a r is o n  w ith  a c tu a l  

g r a d e  p la c e m e n t .  In  a c c o r d a n c e  w ith  e x p e c ta t io n s , th e  A p a ch e  g ra d e  

e q u iv a le n t s c o r e s  w e re  f a r  m o r e  e r r a t i c  a n d  c o n s id e r a b ly  lo w e r th an  

th e  n o n -A p a ch e  s c o r e s .  N o n -v e rb a l  g r a d e  e q u iv a le n t s c o r e s  w e re ,  on 

th e  w ho le , h ig h e r  th an  th e  v e r b a l  s c o r e s  fo r  b o th  In d ia n s  an d

n o n -In d ia n s .
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T a b le  3. - - M ean  g ra d e  e q u iv a le n t

G ra d e
In d ian N on-■Indian

V e rb a l N o n -V e rb a l V e rb a l N o n -V e rb a l

7 4. 35 6 .2 0 6. 78 8. 05

8 4 . 26 7. 00 9 .1 0 9 . 39

9 5. 84 7. 07 7. 81 7. 69

10 7 .4 3 9 .2 0 7. 68 8. 60

11 7. 25 8 .4 5 9 .4 6 9 .7 5

12 5. 55 6 .1 0 1 0 .4 1 1 1 .5 2

T he r e s u l t s  of B e r n a r d o n i 's  f in d in g s  b ro u g h t h im  to  th e  fo llo w ­

in g  c o n c lu s io n s :

1. W hile  th e  L o r g e - T h o r n d ik e  d o es  n o t s e e m  to be f a i r  
fo r  th e s e  A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  in  th a t  th e y  ( th e  s tu d e n ts )  do no t 
s c o r e  n e a r  th e  n a t io n a l  n o r m s ,  i t  m a y  d i f f e r e n t ia te  s tu d e n ts  
w ith  a  la n g u a g e  h a n d ic a p  f r o m  s lo w  l e a r n e r s .  I t a l s o  s e e m s  
to  d i f f e r e n t ia te  b e tw e e n  v e r b a l  an d  n o n -v e rb a l  a b i l i t ie s  fo r  
th is  b ic u l tu r a l ,  b il in g u a l  g ro u p .

2. T h e re  i s  a  s ig n if ic a n t  d if f e r e n c e  b e tw ee n  In d ia n  a n d  
n o n -In d ia n  s c o r e s  on th is  t e s t ,  w ith  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  s c o r in g  
a p p ro x im a te ly  25 p o in ts  lo w e r on  th e  v e r b a l  t e s t s  a n d  10 to  
15 p o in ts  lo w e r on th e  n o n - v e r b a l  t e s t s  th a n  n o n -In d ia n  s t u ­
d e n ts .  T he  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  v e r b a l  a n d  n o n -v e rb a l
I. Q. s c o r e s  fo r  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  i s  a ls o  s ig n if ic a n t .

3. T he  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  te n d  to  be a b o u t o n e  y e a r  o ld e r  
th a n  th e i r  c l a s s m a te s ,  a n d  to  a v e r a g e  o n e  l e t t e r  g ra d e  lo w e r 
in  m a r k s  a s s ig n e d  by t e a c h e r s .  4

4 . T he L o r  g e -T h o r n d ik e  d o es  n o t s e e m  to  p r e d ic t  a c a ­
d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t  a s  m e a s u r e d  by t e a c h e r s '  m a r k s  fo r  
In d ian  s tu d e n ts .
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5. T h is  t e s t  sh o u ld  b e  e v a lu a te d  f u r th e r ,  u s in g  a c h ie v e m e n t  
t e s t s ,  r a t in g s  of s tu d e n t in te l l ig e n c e ,  r a t in g s  of a c c u l tu r a t io n ,  
p a r e n ta l  i n t e r e s t  in  s c h o o ls , e tc .  to  g a in  a  b e t te r  p e r s p e c t iv e  of 
th is  t e s t  (B e rn a rd o n i  1961: 11).

F r o m  B e r n a r d o n i1 s a n a ly s i s ,  i t  i s  e v id e n t th a t  te e n - a g e  A p a ch e  

s tu d e n ts  w e re  n o t a c a d e m ic a l ly  on a  p a r  w ith  th e  s ta n d a r d s  o f th e  g r a d e s  

in  w h ic h  th e y  w e r e  e n ro l le d .  T h e  e x p e r im e n t  a l s o  p o in te d  o u t th e  

in a d e q u a c ie s  of so m e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  t e s t s  l ik e  th e  L o r g e - T h o r n d ik e  

s e r i e s ,  in  m e a s u r in g  th e  in h e r e n t  c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f th e  A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts .  

T he  b e s t  th e y  c a n  do, i t  s e e m s , i s  to  p o in t o u t th e  h a n d ic a p s  o f th o s e  

w h o se  c u l tu r a l  b a c k g ro u n d s  d if fe r  f ro m  th e  A n g lo  n o r m s  upon  w h ich  

th e s e  t e s t s  a r e  b a se d .

A  C o m p a r is o n  of In d ian  an d  N o n -In d ia n  S c h o la s t ic  A c h ie v e m e n t. 

T h e  fo llo w in g  c o m p a r a t iv e  a n a ly s is  of In d ia n  a n d  n o n -In d ia n  s c h o la s t ic  

a c h ie v e m e n t r e c o r d s  i s  b a s e d  on  th e  d a ta  g a th e r e d  in  1 9 59-60  a t  th e  F t .  

T h o m as  P u b lic  S ch o o ls  fo r  g r a d e s  5 th ro u g h  12. T h e  F t .  T h o m a s  

d i s t r i c t  w a s  c h o se n  in  f a v o r  of G lo b e , p r im a r i l y  f o r  tw o r e a s o n s :  (a)

I t  h a d  a  to ta l  s tu d e n t e n ro l lm e n t  o f m a n a g e a b le  s iz e  ( le s s  th a n  300), 

an d  (b) th e  n o n -In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  f ro m  th e  d i s t r i c t  h a d  a  s o m e w h a t r u r a l ,  

a g r i c u l tu r a l  b a ck g ro u n d , m o r e  l ik e  th a t  of th e  A p a ch e  s tu d e n ts .  G lobe 

w as  m u c h  m o r e  of an  u rb a n , m in in g  a n d  c o m m e r c ia l  a r e a .

T he sch o o l c u r r ic u lu m  a t  F t .  T h o m a s  w as  b ro k e n  dow n in to  

fo u r  m a jo r  a r e a s  of s tu d y  to  h e lp  s im p lify  th e  a n a ly s is :

I. T he L an g u ag e  A r t s - - s p e l l i n g ,  r e a d in g , p h o n ic s , l i t e r a ­
tu r e ,  a n d  E n g l is h
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II. T h e  H is to r ic  a n d  G e o g ra p h ic  A r t s - - A m e r i c a n  a n d  w o r ld
h is to r y ,  g e o g ra p h y , 
A m e r ic a n  g o v e rn m e n t

HI. S c ie n c e  a n d  M a th e m a t ic s - - s c ie n c e  a n d  m a th e m a t ic s

IV . M an u a l a n d  V o c a tio n a l A r t s  - -v o c a tio n a l  a g r ic u l tu r e ,
b u s in e s s  a n d  ty p in g , h o m e  
e c o n o m ic s  a n d  in d u s t r i a l  
a r t s

G ra d e s  w e re  b a s e d  on th e  fo llo w in g  n u m e r ic a l  s c a le :

1 - - e x c e l le n t

2 -  -g o o d

3 -  - a v e r a g e

4 -  -b e lo w  a v e r a g e

5 -  - f a i l u r e

In th e  L an g u a g e  A r t s ,  A p a c h e  te e n - a g e  s tu d e n ts  f e l l  be low  

th e  3. 0 s c h o la s t ic  n o rm  in  a l l  of th e  g r a d e s  c o v e r e d  e x c e p t th e  tw e lf th . 

H e re  th e y  d id  m a n a g e  to  m a in ta in  a  3. 0 in  E n g l is h . T he n o n -In d ia n s , 

o n  th e  o th e r  hand , m a in ta in e d  a v e r a g e s  w e ll ab o v e  th e  3. 0 le v e l  in  

e v e ry  c la s s  e x c e p t o n e . T he  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw ee n  In d ia n  a n d  n o n -In d ia n  

a v e r a g e s  r a n g e d  f ro m  0. 1 to  1 .8  g ra d e  p o in ts .

In  th e  H is to r ic  a n d  G e o g ra p h ic  A r t s  A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  c o n s i s t ­

e n tly  r e m a in e d  a t  l e a s t  1 .0  g r a d e - p o in ts  b e lo w  th e i r  n o n -In d ia n  p e e r s  

in  a l l  c l a s s e s .  In  S c ie n c e  a n d  M a th e m a tic s  th e  p ic tu r e  w a s  th e  s a m e , 

w ith  th e  A p a c h e  p u p ils  a v e r a g in g  s l ig h tly  l e s s  th a n  3. 5 a n d  th e  n o n -  

In d ia n s  s l ig h tly  b e t te r  th a n  2. 5.
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S c h o la s t ic  d if f e r e n c e s  b e c a m e  so m e w h a t m ix e d  in  th e  M an u a l 

a n d  V o c a tio n a l A r t s .  T h e re  i s  no d o u b t, h o w e v e r, th a t  th e  A p a c h e  

g ra d e s  w e re  im p ro v e d . In  in d u s t r i a l  a r t s  ( c l a s s e s  7 -1 2 ) A p ach e  

g ra d e  a v e r a g e s  c a m e  c lo s e  to  th e  2. 5 le v e l , ab o u t o n e -h a lf  a  g r a d e -  

p o in t below  th e  n o n - In d ia n s . In  v o c a t io n a l  a g r i c u l tu r e  ( c l a s s e s  9 -1 2 )  

A p a c h e  n in th  g r a d e r s  d id  m u c h  p o o r e r  th a n  th e i r  n o n -In d ia n  p e e r s - -  

A p a c h e s  3 .4 , n o n -In d ia n s  1. 3 - - b u t  a t  th e  tw e lf th  g r a d e  le v e l  b o th  w e re  

c lo s e  to  a  2. 5 . In  b u s in e s s  a n d  ty p in g  ( c la s s e s  9 -1 2 )  A p a c h e  n in th  a n d  

te n th  g r a d e r s  d id  a p p ro x im a te ly  o n e -h a lf  a  g r a d e - p o in t  b e t te r  th a n  th e  

n o n -In d ia n  p u p ils ;  bu t in  th e  e le v e n th  a n d  tw e lf th  g r a d e s ,  a  su d d en  

r e v e r s e  in  th is  t r e n d  o n ce  m o re  p u t th e m  f a r  a p a r t ,  w ith  A p a c h e s  a t  

th e  3 .5  le v e l , 1 .5  g r a d e - p o in ts  be low  th e  n o n -In d ia n s . H om e e c o n o m ic s , 

on th e  o th e r  h an d  ( c la s s e s  9 -1 2 ) , p ro v id e d  th e  A p a c h e  p u p ils  w ith  th e i r  

b e s t  g r a d e s  in  th e  M an u a l a n d  V o c a tio n a l A r t s ,  k e e p in g  th e m  w e ll ab o v e  

a  2. 3. T he n o n -In d ia n  h o m e  e c o n o m ic s  s tu d e n ts  a l s o  d id  v e r y  w e ll by 

m a in ta in in g  a  c o m p o s i te  a v e r a g e  of 1 .5 .

T h is  b r ie f  a n a ly s is  o f c o m p a r a t iv e  g r a d e - p o in t  a v e r a g e s  in  

r e la t io n  to  s u b je c t  a r e a s  sh o w s th a t  th e  A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  a t  F t .  T h o m as  

a c h ie v e d  d e c id e d ly  p o o r e r  g r a d e s  in  th e  m o re  s o l id  o r  a c a d e m ic  s u b ­

j e c t s  th a n  d id  th e i r  n o n -In d ia n  c la s s m a t e s .  W h ile  a  m a r k e d  im p r o v e ­

m e n t w as  s e e n  in  th e  M an u a l a n d  V o c a tio n a l A r t s  fo r  th e  A p a c h e s , 

th e s e  s u b je c ts  h a v e  l i t t l e  im p o r ta n c e  in  p r e p a r a t io n  fo r  c o lle g e
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a d m is s io n  r e q u i r e m e n ts ,  a  d e s i r e d  g o a l e x p r e s s e d  by A p a c h e  le a d e r s  

(W esley  1961: 4).

A  s u m m a ry  of g r a d e - p o in t  a v e r a g e s ,  lu m p in g  to g e th e r  a l l  of 

th e  s u b je c t  a r e a s  fo r  In d ia n  a n d  n o n -In d ia n  g ro u p s  a t  e a c h  c la s s  le v e l  

f ro m  g ra d e s  5 th ro u g h  12, te n d s  to p o in t ou t th e  d is c r e p a n c ie s  b e tw ee n  

b o th  g ro u p s  even  m o re  v iv id ly .

T ab le  4 . - - F t .  T h o m a s  P u b lic  S c h o o ls  1 9 5 9 -6 0

G ra d e
L e v e ls In d ia n s N o n -In d ia n s D if fe re n c e

5 3. 16 1. 75 1 .4 1

6 2. 81 2 .1 1 0. 70

7 3. 65 2 .4 5 1. 20

8 3. 28 1 .9 7 1. 31

9 3 .1 9 2 .2 1 0 .9 8

10 3. 07 3 .1 0 0. 03*

11 3 .2 7 2 .1 7 1. 10

12 2 .6 9 2 .0 6 0. 63

*T he c o m b in a tio n  of an  a d v a n c e d  A p a c h e  g ro u p  a n d  a  r e t a r d e d  n o n - 
In d ian  g ro u p  c r e a te d  th is  e x c e p tio n a l  r e v e r s a l .

A t G lobe a  s im i la r  s u m m a r y  g r a d e - p o in t  a n a ly s is  w a s  m a d e  

fo r  th e  m u ch  l a r g e r  In d ia n  a n d  n o n -In d ia n  s tu d e n t g ro u p s  a t  th e  e l e ­

m e n ta ry ,  ju n io r  h ig h , a n d  h ig h  s c h o o l l e v e l s .  T he  r e s u l t s  a d d e d  f u r th e r
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e v id en c e  to th e  d is c r e p a n c y  b e tw e e n  A p a c h e  an d  n o n -In d ia n  s c h o la s t ic  

a c h ie v e m e n t.

T a b le  5. - -G lo b e  P u b lic  S c h o o ls  1959 -6 0

G ra d e
L e v e ls In d ia n s N o n -In d ia n s D if fe re n c e

5 4 . 03 2 .5 2 1. 51

6 3 .4 9 2. 81 0. 68

7 3. 88 3 .0 7 0. 81

8 3 .9 9 3. 16 0. 83

9 3. 72 2 .9 8 0. 74

10 3. 71 3. 07 0. 64

11 ❖ 3. 03 ❖

12 3. 68 2 .6 1 1. 07

❖ T here w e re  no A p a c h e s  in  th e  e le v e n th  g ra d e  a t  G lo b e  H igh S choo l in  
1959-60

G ra d e - p o in t  a v e r a g e s  fo r  t e e n - a g e  A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  in  th e  

f e d e r a l  an d  m is s io n  b o a rd in g  s c h o o ls  te n d e d  to  be so m e w h a t h ig h e r  

th a n  fo r  th o s e  s tu d e n ts  a tte n d in g  th e  in te g r a te d  p u b lic  s c h o o ls .  T h is  

w a s  b e l ie v e d  to be in  p a r t  th e  r e s u l t  of th e  a b s e n c e  of n o n -In d ia n  

c o m p e tit io n  in  th e  b o a rd in g  s c h o o ls .  In  th e  o f f - r e s e r v a t io n ,  in te g r a te d  

p u b lic  s c h o o ls  th e r e  w e re  m a n y  n o n -In d ia n  lo w - a c h ie v e r s ,  bu t th e  h ig h -  

a c h ie v e r s  am o n g  th e  n o n -In d ia n  g ro u p  w e re  v e r y  o f te n  th e  c la s s r o o m
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p a c e - s e t t e r s ,  o ffe r in g  s t i f f  c o m p e ti t io n  to L o w -a c h ie v e rs  a n d  In d ia n s  

a l ik e .

A p a ch e  A c a d e m ic  R e ta r d a t io n  a s  In d ic a te d  by th e  A g e -G ra d e  

L a g . - -A lo n g  w ith  s ta n d a r d  I. Q . a n d  a c h ie v e m e n t  t e s t s  a n d  g r a d e - p o in t  

a v e r a g e s ,  a  th i r d  m e a s u r e  of a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t i s  th e  a g e - g r a d e  

r e la t io n s h ip :  th a t  i s ,  th e  s tu d e n t 's  a g e  in  r e l a t io n  to  th e  p r o p e r  a g e  

fo r  h is  g r a d e  le v e l .

In  m o s t  p u b lic  s c h o o ls , a n d  u n d e r n o r m a l  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  

s tu d e n ts  a r e  e x p e c te d  to b e g in  a t  a  s ta n d a r d  a g e  a n d  th e r e a f t e r  p r o g r e s s  

f ro m  y e a r  to y e a r  a t  th e  n o rm a l  r a t e  of a d v a n c e m e n t.  T h u s , e a c h  g ra d e  

le v e l m a in ta in s  a  s ta n d a r d  a g e  le v e l , a n d  th e  w o rk  i s  g e a r e d  to  m a tc h  

th e  a n t ic ip a te d  in te l le c tu a l  le v e l  of th e  p u p ils  a t  th a t  a g e  an d  p h a s e  of 

m a tu r i ty .  In  th e  s ta t e  of A r iz o n a , fo r  e x a m p le , c h i ld r e n  a r e  e x p e c te d  

to  b eg in  th e  f i r s t  g r a d e  a t  th e  a g e  of s ix  y e a r s .  A t th e  n o rm a l  r a t e  o f 

a d v a n c e m e n t, th e n , th e y  sh o u ld  f in i s h  the  e ig h th  g r a d e  by a g e  14 o r  15 

and  th e  tw e lf th  g ra d e  by  a g e  17 o r  18, d ep en d in g  upon th e  m o n th  in  

w h ich  th e y  w e r e  b o rn .

In th e  f e d e r a l  day  s c h o o ls  a t  S an  C a r lo s  a n d  B y la s , a s  s ta t e d  

e a r l i e r ,  th e  A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  w e r e  c o m p e l le d  to  b eg in  th e  f i r s t  g r a d e  

a t  a g e  se v e n , a u to m a t ic a l ly  p la c in g  th e m  a t  l e a s t  o n e  y e a r  b e h in d  th e  

s ta n d a r d  a g e - g r a d e  le v e l  fo r  p u b lic  s ch o o l s tu d e n ts .  T h u s , w ith  n o r m a l  

a d v a n c e m e n t, A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  c o u ld  n o t be  e x p e c te d  to  f in i s h  th e  tw e lf th  

g ra d e  b e fo re  a g e s  18 o r  19. T h is  s ta n d a r d  a g e  d is c r e p a n c y  b e tw ee n
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In d ia n s  a n d  n o n -In d ia n s  d o es  n o t c o m p lic a te  th e  a n a ly s is  e x c e p t fo r  th e  

f a c t  th a t  a  d o u b le  s e t  of d a ta  m u s t  b e  d e s c r ib e d , in  l in e  w ith  e i th e r  th e  

"A p ach e  n o rm "  o r  th e  "A nglo  n o r m " .

T h e  d e g re e  of o v e r - a g e d  A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  a t  g r a d e  le v e ls  5 

th ro u g h  12 w ill  be d i s c u s s e d  a s  th e  " a g e - g r a d e  la g " , a  m e a s u r e  o f a c a ­

d e m ic  r e t a r d a t io n .  T he  c h a r t s  be low  s u m m a r iz e  th e  d a ta  g a th e r e d  in  

1 9 5 9 -6 0  f ro m  th e  G lobe, F t .  T h o m a s , an d  P h o e n ix  In d ia n  S choo l r e c o r d s .  

T he f ig u r e s  a r e  p r e s e n te d  in  th e  fo r m  of p e r c e n ta g e s  of o v e r - a g e d  

A p a c h e s  fo r  e a c h  g ra d e  le v e l , in  r e la t io n  to  A p a c h e  o r  A ng lo  n o rm s  

(b r a c k e ts ) .

T a b le  6. - -G lo b e  P u b lic  S c h o o ls

G ra d e
L e v e ls 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

% of o v e r ­
a g e d  A p a c h e s  
a c c o rd in g  to 
"A p ach e  n o rm

42 . 7 
(11)

II

24. 7 
(12)

29. 7 
(13)

46 . 2 
(14)

51 . 2 
(15)

33 . 2 
(16)

*
(17)

100. 0 
(18)

% o f o v e r  - 
a g e d  A p a c h e s  
a c c o rd in g  to 
"A nglo  n o rm "

87. 3 
(10)

8 9 .1  
(11)

84. 2 
(12)

82 . 7 
(13)

100. 0 
(14)

100. 0 
(15)

*
(16)

100. 0 
(17)

*No A p a c h e s  in  g ra d e  11 a t  G lo b e  d u r in g  1 9 5 9 -6 0
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T a b le  7. -  - F t .  T h o m as  P u b lic  S c h o o ls

G ra d e
L e v e ls 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

% of o v e r ­
a g e d  A p a c h e s  
a c c o rd in g  to  
"A p ach e  n o rm

50. 7 
(11)

f t

73. 3 
(12)

37. 5 
(13)

4 1 .6
(14)

7 3 .4
(15)

50 . 0 
(16)

62. 5 
(17)

4 0 .0
(18)

% of o v e r  - 
a g e d  A p a c h e s  
a c c o rd in g  to 
"A nglo  n o rm "

84. 0 
(10)

93 . 3 
(11)

100. 0 
(12)

83 . 3 
(13)

80. 1 
(14)

80 . 0 
(15)

100. 0 
(16)

1 0 0 .0
(17)

T a b le  8. - -P h o e n ix  In d ia n  S choo l

G ra d e
L e v e ls 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

% of o v e r - 
a g e d  A p a c h e s  
a c c o rd in g  to 
"A p ach e  n o rm

63. 5 
(11)

f t

87. 5 
(12)

7 8 .5
(13)

5 5 .5
(14)

6 2 .9
(15)

4 0 . 0 
(16)

60. 0 
(17)

5 5 .5
(18)

% of o v e r ­
a g e d  A p a c h e s  
a c c o rd in g  to 
"A nglo  n o rm "

91 . 0 
(10)

100. 0 
(11)

9 2 .9
(12)

96 . 3 
(13)

96 . 3 
(14)

100. 0 
(15)

90. 0 
(16)

7 7 .8
(17)

A s c a n  be  s e e n  f ro m  th e  ab o v e  th r e e  c h a r t s ,  t h e r e  w as  a  

s iz a b le  a g e - g r a d e  lag  a m o n g  te e n - a g e  A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts .  A t G lobe , fo r  

e x a m p le , a p p ro x im a te ly  47% w e r e  o v e r  - a g e d  a c c o rd in g  to  A p a c h e  

n o r m s .  A t F t .  T h o m a s , th e  n u m b e r  w en t up to  54%, w h ile  a t  th r e e  

f e d e r a l  b o a rd in g  s c h o o ls ,  in c lu d in g  P h o e n ix  In d ian  S ch o o l, o v e r  63%
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of th e  e n ro l le d  A p a c h e s  w e r e  o ld e r  th a n  e x p e c te d  fo r  th e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  

g ra d e  le v e l s .

A  c lo s e r  lo o k  a t  th e  d a ta  sh o w ed  th a t  w ith in  m a n y  of th e  c l a s s e s  

o r  g ra d e  le v e ls ,  th e  s p r e a d  of a g e  d i f f e r e n c e s  w a s  c o n s id e r a b le .  In  th e  

G lobe s c h o o ls , fo r  e x a m p le , w ith in  g r a d e s  5, 6, 7, a n d  8, th e  a g e  

s p r e a d  w a s  a s  g r e a t  a s  s ix , s e v e n , s ix , a n d  f iv e  y e a r s ,  r e s p e c t iv e ly .  

T h u s, th e r e  w e re  1 6 - y e a r - o ld  p u p ils  a tte n d in g  c l a s s e s  w ith  n in e - y e a r -  

o ld s , 1 7 - y e a r - o ld  p u p ils  in  c l a s s e s  w ith  11 - y e a r - o l d s ,  a n d  so fo r th .

S uch  t r e m e n d o u s  a g e  d if f e r e n c e s  b e tw e e n  A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  of 

th e  s a m e  g ra d e  le v e l  p r e s e n te d  m a n y  p r o b le m s  n o t o n ly  fo r  th e  te a c h e r ,  

bu t fo r  th e  s tu d e n ts  a s  w e ll .  D if f e re n c e s  in  p h y s ic a l  m a tu r i ty  s o m e ­

t im e s  c a u s e d  c o n f l ic ts  b e tw e e n  s tu d e n ts  d u r in g  p la y  p e r io d s  o r  s p o r t s  

a c t iv i t i e s .  A  s tu d e n t fo u r o r  f iv e  y e a r s  o ld e r  th a n  th e  n o rm , fo u n d  

l i t t l e  to  i n t e r e s t  h im  in  c l a s s  m a t e r i a l s  th a t  w e r e  g e a r e d  fo r  s tu d e n ts  

a t a  m u c h  y o u n g e r s ta g e  of e m o tio n a l  a n d  m o tiv a t io n a l  d e v e lo p m e n t. 

O c c a s io n a lly , su c h  o ld e r  A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  in  th e  p u b lic  s c h o o ls  w ou ld  

lo s e  i n t e r e s t  in  s c h o o l, f e e l  e m b a r r a s s e d  a t  b e in g  in  c l a s s  w ith  " y o u n g e r  

k id s " ,  a n d  d ro p  out of th e i r  own a c c o r d .  If  p o s s ib le ,  th e y  w e r e  p ic k e d  

up a g a in  an d  s e n t  off to  b o a rd in g  s c h o o l w h e re  t h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  s tu d e n ts  

l ik e  th e m  f ro m  o th e r  t r i b e s ,  of th e  s a m e  a g e  a n d  g r a d e .

In  a d d itio n  to  a l l  o f th e s e  p ro b le m s ,  a  m a t te r  of s im p le  

p r a c t i c a l i ty  r e m a in e d  u n a n s w e re d :  How m u c h  lo n g e r  c o u ld  one  k e e p
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A p a c h e  c h i ld r e n  in  s c h o o l w ho w e r e  a l r e a d y  15, 16, a n d  17 y e a r s  o ld , 

a n d  h a d  n o t y e t r e a c h e d  th e  e ig h th  g r a d e ? A t l e a s t  one  of th e  p u b lic  

s c h o o ls  w a s  fo u n d  to  h a v e  a n  a n s w e r  to  th is  q u e s tio n , a n d  i t  s h a l l  be 

d i s c u s s e d  a t  th is  t im e  a s  a  s e p a r a te  m e a s u r e  of A p a c h e  a c a d e m ic  

a c h ie v e m e n t in  s c h o o l.

"S o c ia l P r o m o t io n s 11 fo r  O v e r -A g e d  A p a ch e  S tu d e n ts . - -W h e n  *

th e  s u rv e y  of g r a d e - p o in t  a v e r a g e s  fo r  A p a c h e s  in  th e  p u b lic  s c h o o ls  

w a s  being  m a d e , s p e c ia l  a t te n t io n  w as  p a id  to  th e  t r a n s i t io n  y e a r s ,  

g ra d e s  5 a n d  6. T h is  w a s  th e  p o in t w h e re  m a n y  A p a c h e s  e x p e r ie n c e d  

th e i r  f i r s t  t a s t e  of in te g r a t io n  in  th e  c l a s s e s  w ith  n o n - In d ia n s . T h is  

w a s  a ls o  th e  p o in t w h e re  m a n y  e x p e r ie n c e d  fo r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  sc h o o lin g  

aw ay  f ro m  h o m e , in  a n  a tm o s p h e r e  w h e re  In d ia n s  w e r e  in  th e  m in o r i ty  

a n d  te a c h e r s  an d  sch o o l p o l ic ie s  w e r e  n o t o r ie n te d  to w a rd s  In d ia n s  a s  

in  th e  r e s e r v a t io n  f e d e r a l  day  s c h o o ls  o r  m is s io n  s c h o o ls .

A s  w a s  m e n tio n e d  e a r l i e r  on  p a g e s  65 a n d  66, s o m e  A p a c h e  

s tu d e n ts  a d m it te d  c o n s id e r a b le  d if f ic u l ty  w h en  t r y in g  to  a d ju s t  to  new  

e x p e r ie n c e s  d u r in g  th o s e  t r a n s i t i o n  y e a r s .  A  few  r e m a r k e d  i t  w a s  th e  

f i r s t  t im e  th e y  h a d  e v e r  h a d  h o m e w o rk !  S uch  in d ic a t io n s  te n d e d  to  

s u p p o r t  th e  v ie w s  of so m e  A p a c h e  l e a d e r s ,  th a t  th e  o n - r e s e r v a t i o n  

sc h o o ls  w e re  n o t a d e q u a te ly  p r e p a r in g  A p a c h e s  fo r  th e  d e m a n d s  o f th e  

o f f - r e s e r v a t io n  p u b lic  s c h o o ls  (W e s le y  1961: 4).

In  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f th e s e  f a c to r s ,  th en , w a s  th e r e  a  n o t ic e a b le  

lag  in  th e  a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t  of A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  d u r in g  th is
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tr a n s i t io n a l  p e r io d ?  G ra d e - p o in t  s u m m a r ie s  sh o w ed  th a t  th e  n o n -In d ia n  

f if th  a n d  s ix th  g r a d e r s  h a d  e x c e p tio n a lly  h ig h  a v e r a g e s  a t  b o th  G lobe  a n d  

F t .  T h o m as  p u b lic  s c h o o ls .  T he A p a ch e  s tu d e n ts ,  h o w e v e r , d id  n o t 

f a r e  so  w e ll .  In  th e  f if th  g ra d e ,  fo r  e x a m p le , A p a c h e s  r e c e iv e d  g r a d e -  

p o in t a v e r a g e s  th a t  w e re  a p p r o x im a te ly  1 .5  p o in ts  lo w e r  th a n  th o s e  o f 

th e i r  n o n -In d ia n  c l a s s m a t e s .  In  th e  s ix th  g ra d e  th is  m a r g in  w a s  s o m e ­

w h a t r e d u c e d .

A d d itio n a l in fo r m a t io n  f r o m  th e  r e c o r d s  a t  E a s t  G lobe E l e ­

m e n ta ry  S choo l m a d e  th is  w r i t e r  w o n d e r i f  th e  g r a d e - p o in t  a v e r a g e s  

w e r e  te l l in g  th e  w h o le  s to ry .  A lo n g s id e  s o m e  of th e  s tu d en ts*  g r a d e s  

w as fo u n d  th e  n o ta tio n : " s o c ia l  p ro m o t io n " .  W hen a s k e d  to  c l a r i f y  th e

in te r p r e ta t io n  of th is  t e r m ,  th e  sc h o o l p r in c ip a l  s ta te d :  " In  o u r sc h o o l 

a  te a c h e r  w ill  g iv e  a  s tu d e n t  a  s o c ia l  p ro m o t io n  to  th e  n e x t g r a d e  i f  h e  

h a s  f a i le d  to p a s s  th e  a c a d e m ic  r e q u i r e m e n ts  fo r  h is  p r e s e n t  g ra d e , 

bu t h a s  r e a c h e d  a n  a g e  w h e re  r e te n t io n  i s  no lo n g e r  b e n e f ic ia l  to  th e  

s tu d e n t o r  h is  c l a s s m a t e s "  (p e r s o n a l  c o n v e r s a t io n  w ith  p r in c ip a l ) .

A t th e  end  of th e  1 9 5 9 -6 0  sc h o o l y e a r ,  th e  r e c o r d s  sh o w ed  th a t  

no le s s  th a n  4 4 .4 %  of th e  A p a c h e  f i f th  g r a d e r s  a t  E a s t  G lobe  E le m e n ta r y  

w e re  s o c ia l ly  p r o m o te d  to  g r a d e  6, a n d  60 . 0% o f th e  A p a c h e  s ix th  

g r a d e r s  w e re  s o c ia l ly  p r o m o te d  to  g ra d e  7. T h u s , in  lin e  w ith  th e  

q u o ta tio n  ab o v e  i t  c a n  be  s a id  th a t  o v e r  50% of th e  A p a c h e  p u p ils  in  

th o se  c l a s s e s  w e re  o v e r - a g e d  an d  u n a b le  to  fu l f i l l  th e  r e q u i r e d  w o rk  

fo r  th e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  g r a d e s .



O ne w o n d e rs  how m a n y  of th e s e  s o c ia l  p ro m o t io n s  o c c u r r e d  

u n re c o rd e d  in  o th e r  g r a d e s  a n d  s c h o o ls .  O ne p o in t, h o w e v e r , s e e m s  

c e r ta in :  S tu d e n ts  p ro m o te d  p r i m a r i l y  on th e  b a s is  of a g e  r a t h e r  th a n  

a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t m u s t  h a v e  fo u n d  th e  fo llo w in g  y e a r 's  d e m a n d s  

ev en  m o re  f r u s t r a t i n g  to  c o p e  w ith . W ithou t s u b s ta n t ia l  r e m e d ia l  

a s s is ta n c e ,  th e s e  c u m u la t iv e  d e f ic ie n c ie s  w ou ld  g ro w  f ro m  y e a r  to  

y e a r  to  c a u s e  A p a c h e s  to  f a l l  f a r t h e r  b e h in d  a c a d e m ic a l ly  a n d  f a r th e r  

aw ay  f ro m  an y  h o p e s  of g ra d u a tio n .

T he  D ro p -O u t R a te  A m ong  A p a c h e  T e e n - A g e r s .  - - P e r h a p s  o n e  

o f th e  m o s t  d if f ic u l t  th in g s  to  o b ta in  a c c u r a te  d a ta  fo r  w a s  th e  a c tu a l  

d ro p -o u t  r a t e  fo r  A p a c h e  t e e n - a g e r s .  F i r s t  o f a l l ,  w hen  d id  a  s tu d e n t  

b e c o m e  a  d r o p - o u t?  If on  th e  b a s is  of w ith d ra w a l on ly , th e n  th e r e  

w e re  h u n d re d s  of A p a c h e  d r o p - o u ts ,  fo r  th e r e  w a s  n e v e r  an  e n d  to  

u n a u th o r iz e d  m id - y e a r  w ith d ra w a ls .  Im m e d ia te  fo llo w -u p s  of su c h  

w ith d ra w a ls  by lo c a l  r e s e r v a t i o n  a u th o r i t i e s  w e re  u n d o u b te d ly  r e s p o n ­

s ib le  fo r  p re v e n tin g  m a n y  a c tu a l  d r o p - o u t  c a s e s  a m o n g  A p a c h e  t e e n ­

a g e r s ,  s in c e  a  l a r g e  p o r t io n  w e r e  e v e n tu a lly  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  o th e r  

sc h o o ls  ( s e e  p a g e s  6 0 -6 2  a b o v e ) .

A  s tu d e n t w a s  g e n e r a l ly  c o n s id e r e d  a  t r u e  d ro p - o u t  a f te r  

e v e ry  e f fo r t  to  r e t u r n  h im  to  s c h o o l h a d  f a i le d  a n d  h e  r e m a in e d  o u t of 

sch o o l fo r  a t  l e a s t  a  y e a r .  S uch  s tu d e n ts  w e re  u s u a l ly  n e a r  o r p a s t  th e  

le g a l a g e  of 18, w h en  th e  t r i b a l  c o m p u ls o ry  e d u c a tio n  la w s  no  lo n g e r  

a p p lie d . T h e  m e th o d s  o f k e e p in g  d ro p - o u t  r e c o r d s  on th e  r e s e r v a t i o n

96



97

w e re  n o t v e r y  a c c u r a te ,  h o w e v e r , a n d  i t  w as  d if f ic u lt  to  t e l l  e a c h  y e a r  

w h a t th e  a c tu a l  d ro p - o u t  r a t e  w a s . A ny  in d iv id u a l c a s e  m ig h t  r e m a in  

on th e  l i s t  fo r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  u n til  he  w as  fo rg o t te n .

F r o m  th e  r e c o r d s  m a in ta in e d  by th e  s ta f f  of th is  p r o je c t ,  s o m e  

86 A p a c h e s  w e re  id e n t i f ie d  a s  d ro p - o u ts  in  1 9 5 9 -6 0 , b u t l e s s  th a n  h a lf  

th a t  n u m b e r h a d  ac tu a lly  w ith d ra w n  f ro m  sc h o o l d u r in g  th a t  y e a r .  T h e ir  

r e a s o n s  fo r  w ith d ra w a l f r o m  sc h o o l w e re  m an y , s o m e  of w h ich  h av e  

a l r e a d y  b een  to u c h e d  upon: la c k  of f a m ily  s u p p o r t ,  d is c o u r a g e d  a b o u t 

s ch o o l, m a r r i a g e ,  n e e d e d  a t  h o m e  to  h e lp  th e  f a m ily , i l ln e s s ,  un w ed  

a n d  w ith  ch ild , e tc .  Of th e  86 d ro p - o u ts ,  50 w e re  g i r l s  a n d  36 w e re  

b o y s . M o st of th e  g i r l s  h a d  g o tte n  m a r r i e d .  V e ry  few  o f th e  bo y s h a d  

s u c c e e d e d  in  fin d in g  ev en  p a r t - t i m e  w o rk . U su a lly  th e y  r o a m e d  a b o u t 

th e i r  h o m e  c o m m u n it ie s  in  g ro u p s  s o c ia l iz in g  a n d  d rin k in g  an d  

o c c a s io n a lly  g e ttin g  in to  t r o u b le .

I t  w a s  v e r y  e v id e n t to  th is  w r i t e r ,  h o w e v e r , th a t  th e  a c tu a l  

d ro p - o u t  r a t e  sh o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  h ig h e r ,  c o n s id e r in g  th e  low  a c a d e m ic  

a c h ie v e m e n t of so m e  A p a c h e s  in  s c h o o l. In  sp ite  of th e  e f f o r t s  of 

sch o o l a d m in i s t r a to r s  an d  t r i b a l  o f f ic ia ls ,  s o m e  s tu d e n ts  h a d  m e n ta l ly  

a n d  e m o tio n a lly  w ith d ra w n  f r o m  th e  e x is t in g  e f f o r t s  to e d u c a te  th e m , 

ev en  though  th e y  w e re  p h y s ic a l ly  in  a t te n d a n c e  a t  s c h o o l ( s e e  p a g e  67).



P o s t  H igh S choo l E n r o l lm e n t  o f A p a c h e s  
in  C o lle g e s  a n d  T ra in in g  S ch o o ls

In 1961, C la re n c e  W e s le y  (1961: 4), th e  C h a irm a n  of th e  San  

C a r lo s  A p a c h e  T r ib e  r e p o r t e d  th a t :  . . i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  no In d ia n

fro m  th e  San C a r lo s  A p a c h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  h a s  g ra d u a te d  f ro m  c o lle g e , 

though  s e v e r a l  h a v e  s t a r t e d .  " W h ile  th is  s ta te m e n t  i s  n o t e n t i r e ly  

c o r r e c t  ( s e e  p a g e  34 ab o v e ) i t  d o es  b e s p e a k  a  s i tu a t io n  th a t  h a s  s e r io u s  

c o n se q u e n c e s  fo r  th e  e n t i r e  t r i b e .

T h e re  a r e  v e r y  few  c o lle g e  t r a in e d  o r  s k i l le d  A p a c h e s  a v a i l ­

a b le  to  m a n a g e  t r i b a l  a f f a i r s .  T h e  e x t r e m e ly  s m a l l  m in o r i ty  o f A p a c h e  

h ig h  sch o o l g r a d u a te s  e n te r in g  c o lle g e  o v e r  th e  p a s t  d e c a d e  h a s  p r o ­

d u c ed  v i r tu a l ly  no g ra d u a te s ,  o u ts id e  of a  r a t h e r  r a r e  m is s io n  s c h o o l 

te a c h e r  o r  tw o a n d  p o s s ib ly  a  b u s in e s s  c o lle g e  g ra d u a te .  T he  n u m b e rs  

in  v o c a tio n a l  s c h o o ls  h a v e  b e e n  l a r g e r ,  b u t m a n y  w e r e  u n a b le  to  r e t u r n  

to  th e  r e s e r v a t io n  to p u t th e i r  t r a in in g  to  u se  b e c a u s e  of th e  la c k  of 

lo c a l e m p lo y m e n t o p p o r tu n i t ie s .  T h u s , in  a  w o rd , th e r e  h a v e  b e e n  

r e la t iv e ly  few  A p a c h e s  t r a in e d  b ey o n d  h ig h  sc h o o l to m e e t  th e  p r o f e s ­

s io n a l n e e d s  of th e  r e s e r v a t io n ;  a n d  of th e  few  t r a in e d ,  i t  s e e m s ,  o n ly  

a  s m a l l  m in o r i ty  w e r e  a b le  to  a p p ly  th e i r  s k i l l s  to  th e  n e e d s  of th e i r  

p e o p le .

P r e s e n te d  below  a r e  th e  f ig u r e s  f r o m  th e  BIA San C a r lo s  

A g en cy  a n n u a l s ch o o l c e n s u s  r e p o r t s  fo r  th e  p e r io d  1 9 4 9 -1 9 6 1 .
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T a b le  9« - -San. C a r lo s  A p a c h e s  e n r o l le d  in  c o l le g e s  a n d  v o c a tio n a l  
s c h o o ls  fo r  1949-1961

S choo l Y e a r E n r o l lm e n t  in  C o lle g e
E n r o l lm e n t  in  

V o c a tio n a l S c h o o ls

1949-50 2 24

1950-51 5 20

1951-52 1 10

1952-53 2 1

1 9 5 3 -5 4 11 6

1954-55 10 3

1955-56 14 5

1 9 5 6 -5 7 12 12

195 7 -5 8 4 19

1958-59 6 16

195 9 -6 0 7 16

1960-61 5 11

A  b re a k -d o w n  of th e s e  f ig u r e s  w as  o b ta in e d  fo r  th e  1 9 5 9 -6 0  

sch o o l y e a r ,  show ing  th a t in  th e  v o c a t io n a l  s c h o o ls  n in e  w e re  ta k in g  

t r a in in g  in  w e ld in g , th r e e  w e r e  le a r n in g  to  b e  b a r b e r s ,  th r e e  w e r e  

e n ro l le d  in  n u rs in g  p r o g r a m s ,  a n d  o n e  w as  in  a  h o s p i ta l  s tu d y in g  X - r a y  

te ch n o lo g y . Of th e  s e v e n  in  c o l le g e  fo r  th a t y e a r ,  fo u r  w e r e  t r a in in g  

to be  o ff ic e  c l e r k s ,  o n e  w a s  s tu d y in g  b u s in e s s  a d m in is t r a t io n ,  one  w a s  in  

a n im a l h u s b a n d ry , a n d  o n e  w as  p r e p a r in g  fo r  e le m e n ta r y  te a c h in g .
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C o n s id e r in g  th a t th e  m a in  e c o n o m ic  r e s o u r c e s  on  th e  San 

C a r lo s  R e s e r v a t io n  w e r e  c a t t le ,  lu m b e r , a n d  s u b s is te n c e  f a rm in g ,  

th e r e  w o u ld  no t h a v e  b een  m u c h  u s e  fo r  th e  ta le n ts  of n in e  w e ld e r s  a n d  

th r e e  b a r b e r s .  T h e  r e s t  c o u ld  h a v e  f i t te d  in to  th e  e co n o m y  a t  th e  t im e , 

but p o s s ib ly  a s  m u c h  a s  h a lf  o f th e  to ta l  g ro u p  w o u ld  h a v e  h a d  to  lo o k  

fo r  e m p lo y m e n t e ls e w h e r e  in  o r d e r  to  ap p ly  th e i r  a c q u i r e d  t r a d e s .  On 

th e  o th e r  hand , v e r y  l i t t l e  w as  b e in g  done to  m e e t  th e  g ro w in g  d e m a n d s  

of a n  ex p an d in g  r e s e r v a t io n  c o m m u n ity , in  th e  fo r m  of t e a c h e r s ,  

b u s in e s s  m a n a g e r s ,  h e a l th  an d  w e lf a r e  p e r s o n n e l ,  la w y e r s  a n d  ju d g e s , 

c a r p e n te r s  a n d  p lu m b e r s ,  m e c h a n ic s , e l e c t r i c i a n s ,  a g r i c u l tu r a l  

s p e c ia l i s t s ,  e n g in e e r s ,  a n d  m an y  m o r e .  S uch  p o s i t io n s  e x is te d  on  th e  

San C a r lo s  R e s e rv a t io n ,  b u t fo r  th e  m o s t  p a r t  w e r e  h e ld  by  n o n -A p a c h e  

p e r s o n n e l .

L ook ing  to w a rd s  a  b r ig h t e r  fu tu r e ,  th e  t r i b a l  c o u n c il so u g h t to  

d ev e lo p  new  s o u r c e s  of e c o n o m ic  g a in  a n d  e m p lo y m e n t: to u r i s m , lig h t 

in d u s try , b e t te r  h o u s in g , r o a d s ,  a n d  c o m m u n ic a tio n s ;  b u t in  tu rn in g  to  

th e i r  own m a n p o w e r r e s o u r c e s ,  th e r e  w e re  v e r y  few  w ith  a d e q u a te  

t r a in in g  w ho co u ld  ta k e  on su c h  r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s .  A p p a re n t ly , m a t t e r s  

h a d  n o t s u b s ta n t ia l ly  im p r o v e d  by 1964, i f  th e  c o n f id e n tia l  S u rv e y  of th e  

S an  C a r lo s  R e s e r v a t io n  (A r iz o n a  C o m m is s io n  of In d ia n  A f fa i r s  1964b) 

is  a c c u r a te .  In F e b r u a r y  of th a t  y e a r  o n ly  f iv e  A p a c h e s  w e re  r e p o r t e d  

to  b e  in  c o lle g e , a n d  a n o th e r  f iv e  in  v o c a t io n a l  s c h o o ls .  M a rc h , 1964 

e m p lo y m e n t f ig u r e s  w e r e  no  l e s s  d is c o u ra g in g . F u l l - t im e  p o s i t io n s



101

h e ld  by A p a c h e s  w o rk in g  on  th e  r e s e r v a t io n  n u m b e re d  o n ly  80:

40 fo r  th e  t r i b a l  c o u n c il a n d  t r i b a l  e n t e r p r i s e s  

20 fo r  th e  B u re a u  of In d ia n  A f f a i r s  

15 fo r  o th e r  s ta t e  o r  f e d e r a l  a g e n c ie s  

5 in  a g r i c u l tu r e  (A r iz o n a  C o m m is s io n  of In d ia n  A f f a i r s  1964b) 

T h e  f a c ts  a n d  f ig u r e s  p r e s e n te d  th u s  f a r  in  th is  c h a p te r  m ig h t  

le a d  one to  a s k  a  n u m b e r  o f q u e s tio n s . In w h a t w ay  d id  c u l tu r a l  d i f f e r ­

e n c e s , h o m e  an d  c o m m u n ity  c o n d itio n s , a n d  s c h o o l p o l ic ie s  c o n tr ib u te  

to  th e  f a i lu r e s  of A p a c h e  t e e n - a g e r s  in  s c h o o l?  To w h a t e x te n t d id  

p e r s o n a l  m o tiv a t io n  b e c o m e  in v o lv e d  w ith  a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t  fo r  

young A p a c h e s ?  W as sch o o l th e  o n ly  p ro b le m  a r e a  fo r  t h e s e  s tu d e n t s ?  

C ou ld  A p a c h e  p a r e n ts  h a v e  h e lp e d  to  a v o id  s o m e  of th e s e  p r o b le m s  ?

S om e of th e  a n s w e r s  to  th e s e  q u e s t io n s  h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  

a l lu d e d  to , b u t th e  m a jo r  b u rd e n  of p ro b in g  in to  th e  f a c to r s  s u r r o u n d ­

in g  th e s e  q u e s tio n s  a n d  a n s w e r s ,  w il l  be le f t  up to  th e  f in a l  p o r t io n  o f 

C h a p te r  III.

F a c to r s  C o n tr ib u tin g  to  th e  P r o b le m s  
of A p a c h e  T e e n - A g e r s

T h e  d is c u s s io n  of f a c to r s  c o n tr ib u tin g  to  th e  a c a d e m ic  an d  

p e r s o n a l  p ro b le m s  of A p a c h e  t e e n - a g e r s  w il l  be  d iv id e d  in to  t h r e e  

m a in  p a r t s :  (1) p r o b le m s  s te m m in g  f ro m  th e  c o m m u n ity , (2) p r o b le m s  

s te m m in g  f ro m  th e  fa m ily , a n d  (3) p r o b le m s  s te m m in g  f ro m  th e  e d u c a ­

tio n  p r o g r a m . B e fo re  g e tt in g  in to  th e  f i r s t  o f th e s e  to p ic s ,  h o w e v e r , a
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s a m p le  of c a s e  h i s to r i e s  i l l u s t r a t i n g  s o m e  of th e  m o re  s ig n if ic a n t  p r o b ­

le m s  a n d  th e i r  u n d e r ly in g  c a u s e s ,  a s  d e s c r ib e d  by th e  d a ta  p r e s e n te d  

in  th e  s e c t io n  a b o v e  e n t i t le d  " T h e  P r o b le m s  of T e e n -A g e  A p a c h e  

S tu d e n ts  in  S ch o o l"  w ill  b e  r e v ie w e d . In te rv ie w s  a n d  p e r s o n a l  r e c o r d s  

f ro m  sch o o l an d  a g e n c y  f i l e s  w e r e  u s e d  to  c o m p ile  m o r e  th a n  30 d e ta i le d  

c a s e  h i s to r i e s ,  f ro m  w h ich  th e  fo u r  p r e s e n te d  h e r e  w e r e  s e le c te d .

C a s e  H is to ry  N o. 1: "D anny"*

D anny w a s  b o rn  in  1944, th e  i l l e g i t im a te  so n  of h is  unw ed  

A p a c h e  m o th e r  a n d  A n g lo  f a th e r .  He n e v e r  saw  h is  f a th e r ,  b u t h e  d id  

v a g u e ly  r e m e m b e r  th e  m a n  h is  m o th e r  m a r r i e d  s h o r t ly  a f te r  D anny  w as 

b o rn . He w as  a  N av a jo . W hen h is  m o th e r  w e n t off to  l iv e  w ith  th is  

N av ajo , D anny w as  le f t  b e h in d  a t  S an  C a r lo s  to b e  r a i s e d  by h is  

m a te r n a l  g r a n d p a r e n t s .  O nce  in  a  g r e a t  w h ile  DannyLs g r a n d p a r e n ts  

w e re  v i s i t e d  by h is  m o th e r  a n d  h e r  h u sb an d , b u t h e  d id  n o t c a r e  fo r  

e ith e r  of th e m  and  w a s  g la d  th e y  h a d  le f t  h im  a t  S an  C a r lo s .  A lth o u g h  

h is  g ra n d p a r e n ts  w e r e  o ld  a n d  n e a r ly  b lin d , th e y  sh o w e d  th e i r  lo v e  fo r  

h im , a n d  e v en  a s  a  l i t t l e  boy , h e  f e l t  r e s p o n s ib le  in  c a r in g  fo r  th e m .

T h e  h o m e  th a t  D anny  s h a r e d  w ith  h is  g r a n d p a r e n ts  w a s  a  s m a l l  

w ooden  f r a m e  h o u s e  w ith  a  s in g le  ro o m  12* x  1 4 ‘ lo c a te d  on a  b a r r e n  

p lo t of g ro u n d  a t  G ilso n  W ash . T h e r e  w as  no g a s  o r  e l e c t r i c i ty ,  a n d  

w a te r  c a m e  f ro m  an  o u td o o r ta p . H e a tin g  a n d  co o k in g  w a s  don e  on a  1

1. A ll n a m e s  p r e s e n te d  in  th e  fo u r c a s e  h i s t o r i e s  below  a r e  
f ic t i t io u s .
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w ood s to v e . T hey  h a d  no c a r ,  a n d  g e ttin g  a ro u n d  to  th e  s to r e ,  th e  

c h u rc h , a n d  th e  h o s p i ta l  to o k  m a n y  h o u rs  of w a lk in g . O ut o f th e  s m a l l  

p e n s io n  D a n n y 's  g r a n d fa th e r  r e c e iv e d ,  th e y  p u r c h a s e d  th e  b a r e s t  

e s s e n t i a l s .  S o m e tim e s , w h e n  i t  w a s  n o t en ough  th e  lo c a l  w e lf a r e  a g e n t 

h e lp e d  th e m  o u t.

D anny a t te n d e d  a  v a r ie ty  of s c h o o ls  b e fo re  e n te r in g  th e  s c h o o l 

p ro g r a m  a t  G lo b e . He a t te n d e d  th e  lo c a l m is s io n  sc h o o l, th e  g o v e r n ­

m e n t s ch o o l a t  S an  C a r lo s ,  a n d  fo r  a  b r ie f  p e r io d  tw o p u b lic  s c h o o ls .

H is a t te n d a n c e  w a s  good, a c c o rd in g  to  th e  r e c o r d s ,  a n d  h is  t e a c h e r s  

spoke  h ig h ly  of h im . T hey  s a id  h e  w a s  " q u ic k  to  le a r n " ,  " s p e a k s  

E n g lis h  w e ll a n d  l ik e s  n u m b e r s " ,  a n d  th a t  h e  w a s  a  " to p  s tu d e n t  in  

c l a s s "  w hen  he  w a s  in  th e  s ix th  g ra d e  a t  S an  C a r lo s .  B u t w h en  D anny 

e n te r e d  th e  s e v e n th  g r a d e  in  G lo b e  th e  r e c o r d  of h is  a c h ie v e m e n ts  f e l l .

A t G lobe J u n io r  H igh  D anny  d id  so  p o o r ly  th e  f i r s t  y e a r  th a t  

h e  w as c o n d itio n a lly  p r o m o te d  to th e  e ig h th  g r a d e .  In  th e  e ig h th  g ra d e  

h is  m a r k s  im p r o v e d  s l ig h tly , b u t s t i l l  he  go t m o s t ly  4 , s . D anny  

e x p la in e d  h is  p ro b le m  in  b a s ic a l ly  th e s e  t e r m s :

1. W hen he le f t  th e  r e s e r v a t i o n  In d ia n  S ch o o l a n d  e n te r e d  th e  

in te g r a te d  p u b lic  s ch o o l, h e  r e a l i z e d  h e  w a s  fa r  b eh in d  th e  n o n -In d ia n s  

in  th is  c l a s s .  I t to o k  h im  a  g r e a t  d e a l of e f f o r t  to  c a tc h  up a n d  to t r y  

and  k e e p  up w ith  th e  o th e r s .

2. T h e re  w as  no e n c o u ra g e m e n t to  s tu d y  a t  h o m e . T h e re  w a s , 

in  fa c t ,  no p la c e  to  s tu d y . T h u s , h e  s e ld o m  s tu d ie d  a t  h o m e . H is
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g ra n d p a re n ts  d id  n o t c o m p e l h im  to  s tu d y , an d  w hen  h is  c h o r e s  a ro u n d  

th e  h o u se  w e re  done, h e  s im p ly  w e n t off to  "g o o f a ro u n d  w ith  th e  o th e r  

k id s " .

T h ro u g h o u t, D anny*s a t te n d a n c e  w as  e x c e l le n t .  H is  I. Q. a n d  

a c h ie v e m e n t t e s t  s c o r e s  w e r e  a p p ro x im a te ly  a v e r a g e ,  w h ich  w as  h ig h e r  

th an  o th e r  A p a c h e s . In I9 6 0 , h o w e v e r , h is  m o th e r  r e tu r n e d  to  th e  

l i t t l e  h o u se  a t  G ilso n  W ash  w ith  a  P im a  m an , h e r  h u s b a n d  h av in g  d ie d  

e a r l i e r  of T B . O ne n ig h t sh e  r e c e iv e d  an  a lm o s t  f a t a l  b e a tin g  f r o m  th is  

m an , th e  r e s u l t  of e x c e s s iv e  m u tu a l d r in k in g , a n d  w a s  r u s h e d  to  th e  

h o s p ita l .  T h e  P im a  m a n  w as  b a n ish e d  f ro m  th e  A p a c h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  by 

t r i b a l  a u th o r i t i e s .

By now , D anny h a d  m a d e  f r i e n d s  w ith  h is  h ig h  s c h o o l m u s ic  

te a c h e r ,  M r . D onald , w ho h ad  b e f r ie n d e d  th e  boy on n u m e ro u s  o c c a s io n s .  

W hen th e  c r i s i s  a t  D a n n y 's  h o m e  o c c u r r e d ,  i t  u p s e t  th e  boy g re a t ly ,  an d  

th e  lo c a l a u th o r i t ie s  a g r e e d  to  p e r m i t  D anny to  liv e  w ith  th e  D o n a ld  

fa m ily  in  G lobe . D anny  w o r r i e d  a b o u t h is  g r a n d p a r e n ts ,  b u t th e  

D o n a ld s  to o k  h im  to v i s i t  th e m  o fte n . He a ls o  v i s i t e d  h is  m o th e r  a t  

th e  h o s p ita l ,  b u t th is  he  so o n  s to p p e d . M r. D o n a ld  s a id  i t  d e p r e s s e d  

D anny  g r e a t ly  e a c h  t im e .

D a n n y 's  g r a d e s  f in a l ly  b e g an  to  show  s ig n s  of im p r o v e m e n t .

A  s im p le  in q u iry  b ro u g h t a  r a t h e r  e n th u s ia s t ic  r e s p o n s e :  "M an , you

sh o u ld  s e e  w h a t I  h a v e  now , " h e  s a id .  " I 'v e  go t m y  own ro o m , m y  ow n 

d e sk , m y  ow n la m p , a n d  e v e r y th in g ! W e ev en  h a v e  a  s e t  o f e n c y c lo p e d ia s
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in  th e  h o u se , a n d  I  u s e  i t  a l l  th e  t im e .  S o m e tim e s  w hen  I d o n 't  w a n t to 

s tu d y  th e y  (D o n a ld s) m a k e  m e  s tu d y . T h ey  p u sh  m e  in to  i t ! "  D a n n y 's  

to n e  e v in c e d  h is  a p p ro v a l .

D anny lik e d  th e  a t te n tio n  th e  D o n a ld s  w e re  sho w in g  h im .

"W h en ev e r I h a v e  a  p ro b le m , I j u s t  go to (M r. D onald ) a n d  he  h e lp s
i

m e . " He n e v e r  h a d  a  f a th e r  o r  m a te r n a l  u n c le  to  tu r n  to  b e fo re .  O th e r 

A p a c h e s  sh u n n ed  h im  b e c a u s e  h e  w a s  a  " h a l f - b r e e d "  a n d  n o t o n e  of th e m . 

I I t h u r t  h im  a t  f i r s t ,  b u t h e  d id  n o t s e e m  to  r e s e n t  th is  a s  m u c h  a s  one

| m ig h t h a v e  e x p e c te d . In  fa c t , he  f e l t  s o r r y  fo r  th e  o th e r  A p a ch e

i c h ild re n . T hey  se ld o m  d is c u s s e d  th e i r  p e r s o n a l  l iv e s  w ith  th e i r

p a r e n ts ,  h e  s a id , an d  th e i r  p a r e n ts  d id  n o t in q u i r e .  S ch o o l m a t t e r s  

w e re  a lm o s t  n e v e r  m e n tio n e d  u n le s s  a  c h ild  w as  s ic k . " T h e  p a r e n t s  

a r e n 't  i n t e r e s t e d  in  th e i r  c h i ld re n ,  " h e  r a t io n a l iz e d .  "T h e y  d o n 't  

c a r e  w h a t th e i r  k id s  do. T h ey  t e l l  th e m , 'Y ou  c a n  go o u t a n d  w o rk  a s  a  

cow boy, i t  d o e s n 't  m a t t e r .  ' T h e y  d o n 't  c a r e  i f  th e i r  k id s  do w e ll in  

sch o o l o r n o t. "

It w as  n o t long  b e fo re  th e  D o n a ld s  a d o p te d  D anny . He w en t 

l e s s  o ften  to  th e  r e s e r v a t io n  a n d  w o rk e d  in  G lo b e  d u r in g  th e  s u m m e r s .  

He e v en  s t a r t e d  d a tin g  a n  A n g lo  g i r l ,  a f te r  th e  D o n a ld s  h a d  p a c i f ie d  h e r  

p a r e n ts .  D o n a ld  f e l t  th a t  a d u l t  A n g lo s  w e re  f a r  m o r e  p r e ju d ic e d  th a n  

th e i r  c h i ld re n .  A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  r e s e n t e d  D a n n y 's  b e h a v io r  a n d  r e j e c t e d  

h is  f r ie n d s h ip ,  bu t h e  d id  n o t s e e m  to c a r e  a n y  m o r e .

105
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C a s e  H is to ry  N o. 2: " B e r t "

B e r t  w a s  th e  o ld e s t  boy  a n d  fo u r th  in  a  lin e  of e le v e n  c h i ld re n .  

H is f a th e r  w as  th e  so n  of a n  e a r ly  A p a c h e  s c o u t w ho, w h ile  in  th e  s e r ­

v ic e  of C a p ta in  C ra w fo rd  d u r in g  th e  l a te  1 SCO's, a id e d  in  th e  c a p tu r e  of 

G e ro n im o , a n d  w as  l a t e r  a s s ig n e d  to  g u a rd  th e  f a l le n  le a d e r  a t  h is  

e a s te r n  p r i s o n  c a m p  in  O k la h o m a . In  I9 6 0 , th e  f a m ily  l iv e d  in  p le a s a n t  

s u r ro u n d in g s  a t  S e v e n -M ile  W ash , in  a  b e t te r  th a n  a v e r a g e  th r e e - r o o m  

w o o d e n - f ra m e  h o u se  a n d  two a d d it io n a l  h o u s e s .  T h e  g ro u n d s  w e r e  w e ll  

k e p t, and  th e  f a m ily  e n jo y e d  e le c t r i c i ty ,  ru n n in g  w a te r ,  and  th e  u s e  of 

r a d io s ,  a  w a sh in g  m a c h in e , a n d  two p ic k -u p  t r u c k s .  B e r t 's  f a th e r  w a s  

a  s te a d y , r e l i a b le  w o rk e r ,  h o ld in g  a  r a t h e r  p ro m in e n t  p o s i t io n  in  th e  

r e a lm  of c o m m u n ity  h e a l th  s e r v i c e s .  He h a d  th e  e q u iv a le n t of a n  

e ig h th -g ra d e  e d u c a tio n , b u t w a s  c o n s id e r e d  by h is  e m p lo y e rs  to  h a v e  

le a r n e d  f a r  m o r e  s in c e  th e  t im e  of h is  s c h o o l t r a in in g ,  th ro u g h  h is  own 

p e r s o n a l  e f f o r t s .

B e r t 's  p a r e n ts  w e r e  s t ro n g ly  e d u c a t io n -o r ie n te d .  He a n d  h is  

b r o th e r s  an d  s i s t e r s  a l l  h a d  e x c e l le n t  a t te n d a n c e  r e c o r d s  th ro u g h o u t 

th e ir  sch o o l c a r e e r s .  N e a r ly  a l l  h a d  a v e r a g e  o r  b e t te r  th a n  a v e r a g e  

a c h ie v e m e n t r e c o r d s ,  a n d  one  of B e r t 's  o ld e r  s i s t e r s  e v en  w e n t on to  

ju n io r  c o lle g e , b u t s h e  fo u n d  i t  q u ite  d if f ic u l t .  T h e ir  h o m e  life  w a s  

e x c e p tio n a lly  s ta b le  an d  h a rm o n io u s ,  in  s p i te  of th e  s iz e  of th e  fa m ily ; 

a  r e s u l t  o f th e  f a t h e r 's  f i r m  d is c ip l in e  an d  s t ro n g  s e n s e  of f a m ily  

r e s p o n s ib i l i ty .
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B e r t  s ta y e d  in  In d ia n  s c h o o ls  u n til  h e  w a s  in  th e  s e v e n th  g r a d e .  

T hen  h e  s t a r t e d  a tte n d in g  a t  G lo b e . He s a id  th a t th e  t r a n s i t io n  fo r  h im  

w as  v e r y  h a r d  to  a d ju s t  to . F o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  h e  h a d  to  do h o m e w o rk , 

an d  h is  p a r e n ts  p ro v id e d  a  p la c e  fo r  h im  a t  h o m e . H is  m a r k s  w e r e  

v e ry  p o o r th a t  y e a r  a n d  h is  a t te n d a n c e  w a s  f a r  b e lo w  h is  a v e r a g e  fo r  

th e  o th e r  y e a r s .  T he n o n - In d ia n s , h e  s a id , w e re  h a r d  to  c o m p e te  w ith  

a n d  he  fo u n d  E n g lis h  v e r y  d if f ic u l t .

B e r t  w a s  p ro m o te d  to  th e  e ig h th  g ra d e ,  a n d  w h en  h is  w o rk  d id  

n o t im p ro v e , h e  w a s  g ra n te d  a  " s o c ia l  p ro m o t io n "  to  g ra d e  9* He to o k  

r e m e d ia l  E n g l is h  h is  f r e s h m a n  y e a r  in  h ig h  s c h o o l b u t f a i l e d  i t  a lo n g  

w ith  g e n e r a l  m a th , b u s in e s s ,  a n d  w o r ld  g e o g ra p h y . He w a s  h e ld  b a c k  

a t  th e  end  of th e  y e a r ,  a n d  a f te r  tak in g  o v e r  so m e  of th e s e  c o u r s e s ,  w a s  

a llo w e d  to  b e c o m e  a  s o p h o m o re  in  I9 6 0 . H is g r a d e s  r e m a in e d  p o o r  a n d  

i t  w a s  o b v io u s  f ro m  th e  in te r v ie w s  th a t  he w a s  d is c o u r a g e d . H is f a th e r ,  

i n  fa c t , h a d  e x p r e s s e d  d eep  c o n c e r n  a b o u t th e  b o y 's  f u tu r e .  He b la m e d  

B e r t 's  t r o u b le s  on a  n ew ly  a c q u i r e d  i n t e r e s t  in  g i r l s ,  a n d  h e  m a d e  

fo r m id a b le  e f fo r t s  a t  b re a k in g  up a l l  p o s s ib le  r o m a n c e s ,  c o n v in c e d  

th a t on ly  f i r m  d is c ip l in e  w o u ld  g e t th e  b o y 's  m in d  b a c k  on h is  e d u c a tio n , 

" w h e re  i t  sh o u ld  b e " . B u t a l l  of B e r t 's  p r o b le m s  w e r e  no t fe m a le ,  a n d  

th e  fo llo w in g  in c id e n t, r e v e a le d  a t  a n  in te rv ie w , i l l u s t r a t e s  a  r a t h e r  

f r e q u e n t  o c c u r r e n c e  am o n g  A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  in  s c h o o l.

D u rin g  an  in te rv ie w , B e r t  a n n o u n c e d  one  day  th a t  h e  w a s  go ing  

to f a i l  B io lo g y . T he c l a s s  h a d  b e en  a s s ig n e d  a  s e m e s te r  p r o je c t ,  a n d
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B e r t  h a d  c h o se n  to  w r i te  a  7, 500 w o rd  p a p e r  on r a d ia t io n  b io lo g y . H e 

p ic k e d  th is  to p ic  b e c a u s e  i t  h a d  so u n d e d  in te r e s t in g  to h im , bu t w hen  h e  

le a r n e d  how  c o m p le x  a  s u b je c t  i t  w a s , he  knew  he  c o u ld  n o t h a n d le  i t .  

Two w e e k s  l a t e r ,  h e  a s k e d  to  h a v e  h is  to p ic  ch an g e d , b u t th e  in s t r u c to r  

r e f u s e d .  Now, th e  day  b e fo re  i t  w as  due, B e r t  h ad  n o t w r i t t e n  a  s in g le  

w ord.

A  s u b s e q u e n t  in q u ir y  r e v e a le d  th a t h a d  B e r t  m a d e  an  a t te m p t 

a t c o m p le tin g  h is  p r o je c t ,  h e  m ig h t h a v e  p a s s e d  th e  c o u r s e ,  b u t h e  h a d  

n o t d is c u s s e d  th is  p o s s ib i l i ty  a t  th e  t im e  w ith  h is  i n s t r u c t o r .  He h a d  

a ls o  fa i le d  to  a p p ro a c h  th e  In d ian  s tu d e n t  c o u n s e lo r  w ith  h is  p ro b le m , 

an d , in  fa c t , a p p e a r e d  to  b e  ig n o ra n t  of th e  m a n 's  fu n c tio n  in  th e  sc h o o l 

p r o g r a m . B e r t  h a d  n o t m e n tio n e d  a  w o rd  of h is  d i le m m a  to h is  p a r e n t s .

W hen a s k e d  if  h e  e v e r  c o n f id e d  in  o th e r s  c o n c e rn in g  h is  own 

p e r s o n a l  m a t t e r s ,  B e r t  r e p l i e d  th a t  h e  s o m e t im e s  w a n te d  to  ta lk  to  

so m e o n e  ab o u t su ch  th in g s  v e r y  m u c h , b u t he  knew  of no o n e . He d id  

n o t ta lk  to  h is  p a r e n ts  b e c a u s e  h e  w a s  c e r t a in  th e y  w o u ld  n o t u n d e r s ta n d . 

H is good p a l, H a r ry ,  w a s  a  q u ie t  fe llo w  a n d  th e y  s e ld o m  ta lk e d  a b o u t 

p e r s o n a l  m a t t e r s ;  so B e r t  k e p t  m o s t  th in g s  to  h im s e lf .  I f  a  guy w e n t 

a ro u n d  w ith  a  g i r l ,  h e  s a id , m o s t  (A p ach e) p e o p le  s a id  th e y  sh o u ld  g e t 

m a r r i e d .  It w as  h a r d  to  go d a tin g  l ik e  th e  w h ite  bo y s an d  M e x ic a n s . 

T h e re  w a s  r e a l ly  no one  a  guy c o u ld  c o n fid e  in , a n d  h e  ju s t  d id  n o t 

"h av e  th e  g u ts "  to  a s k  p e o p le  fo r  h e lp .
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W hen to ld  th a t  h e  w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  h a v e  to  ta k e  B io lo g y  o v e r  

ag a in , B e r t  r e p l ie d  s m il in g , "O h, I d o n 't  m in d . I t 's  one of m y  f a v o r i te  

s u b je c ts .  11 L a te r  h e  ad d ed , " I 'm  gonna  be  18 th is  A u g u s t. M aybe I ' l l  

ju s t  q u it an d  s ta y  a ro u n d  h o m e  l ik e  th e  o th e r  g u y s . "

C a s e  H is to ry  N o. 3: " L y d ia "

L y d ia  liv e d  in  B y la s , a n d  in  I9 6 0  a t te n d e d  th e  s e v e n th  g ra d e  

c la s s  a t  F t .  T h o m a s . H er f a th e r  h a d  b e e n  a  p a r t - t i m e  la b o r e r  a l l  h is  

life , e x c e p t w hen  h e  w as  an  A rm y  s c o u t  in  1928 . B o th  h e r  f a th e r  a n d  

h e r  m o th e r  h a d  b e e n  p r e v io u s ly  m a r r i e d  a n d  h a d  la r g e  f a m i l ie s .

A c c o rd in g  to th e  lo c a l  w e lf a r e  w o r k e r ,  tho u g h , L y d ia 's  p a r e n t s  

h a d  n e v e r  r e a l t y  m a in ta in e d  a  s ta b le  h o m e  fo r  th e i r  c h i ld r e n .  T h e  fa m ily  

in c o m e  h a d  fo r  y e a r s  b e e n  s p o ra d ic  a n d  s e ld o m  s u f f ic ie n t  to  m e e t  th e  

b a r e s t  n e e d s . T h ey  w e re  o f te n  d e p en d e n t on w e lf a r e  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  

fro m  r e l a t i v e s ,  an d  th e  c h i ld r e n  h a d  to be  " f a r m e d - o u t"  w h e n e v e r  o n e  

o r  b o th  p a r e n ts  w e re  j a i l e d  fo r  d ru n k e n n e s s .  W hen  s o b e r  th ey  ta lk e d  

a b o u t e d u c a tio n , bu t th e y  s e e m e d  to  p r e f e r  to  s e n d  th e i r  c h i ld re n  off to  

b o a rd in g  sch o o l w h e re  o th e r s  c o u ld  ta k e  c a r e  of th e  ta s k .  N e a r ly  a l l  

of L y d ia 's  o ld e r  s i s t e r s  w e re  m a r r i e d  now , bu t th e  r e s t  of h e r  s ib l in g s  

w e re  s t i l l  in  sch o o l a s  s h e  w a s , m a k in g  fa il in g  g r a d e s  a n d  sho w in g  p o o r  

a tte n d a n c e . T h e ir  l i f e  to g e th e r  a s  a  f a m ily  w a s  to  " l iv e  a n d  s h if t"

( s o c ia l  w o rk e r )  f r o m  one d ay  to  th e  n e x t.
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In I9 6 0  L y d ia  h a d  to  b o r ro w  c lo th e s  in  o r d e r  to  go to  s c h o o l.

W ith  no h o m e  to  go to  e a c h  n ig h t, sh e  w o u ld  " ru n  a ro u n d "  a s  A p a c h e s  

w ou ld  say , go ing  f ro m  h o u s e  to  h o u s e  w ith  f r i e n d s - - s o m e  o f w hom  

w ere  in  th e  s a m e  p lig h t a s  s h e - - a n d  w ith  th e  g ro u p s  o f boys w ho d a r e d  

to d iso b e y  th e  c u rfe w . S o m e tim e s  L y d ia  w o u ld  s ta y  w ith  an  o ld e r  s i s t e r ,  

bu t h e r  s i s t e r ' s  h u sb a n d  w a s  o u t of w o rk  m o s t  o f th e  t im e , a n d  o c c a s io n a l ly  

h e  sp e n t s o m e  t im e  in  j a i l .  She c la im e d  to  s e e  l i t t l e  o f h e r  p a r e n t s .

L y d ia  s a id  s h e  l ik e d  s c h o o l b u t fo u n d  i t  v e r y  h a r d .  H e r f a th e r  

an d  h e r  s i s t e r  w a n te d  h e r  to  s ta y  in  s c h o o l. S he s a id  sh e  lik e d  h e r  

f a th e r  b e c a u s e  h e  b o u g h t h e r  c lo th e s  now  a n d  th e n , bu t h e r  m o th e r  

w an ted  h e r  to  q u it s ch o o l b e c a u s e  sh e  w a s  a s h a m e d  of w h a t p e o p le  w e re  

say in g  ab o u t L y d ia 's  n ig h t - t im e  h a b i ts .  L y d ia  d id  n o t l ik e  h e r  m o th e r  

a n d  t r i e d  to  ig n o re  w h a t sh e  s a id .  She s a id  h e r  m o th e r  n e v e r  d id  a n y ­

th in g  fo r  h e r .  L y d ia  p r e f e r r e d  to  b e  w ith  h e r  tw o g i r l  f r ie n d s  m o s t  of 

th e  t im e , ev en  though  th e y  t e a s e d  h e r  w h en  th e  o th e r  A p a c h e s  d id . B u t 

th e y  w e re  th e  o n ly  tw o  g i r l s  s h e  c o u ld  ta lk  to , sh e  s a id .

L y d ia  w a s  tw o y e a r s  o v e r  th e  A p a c h e  a g e  n o rm  f o r  h e r  g r a d e .

H er m a r k s  w e r e  m o s t ly  f a i lu r e s ,  an d  h e r  t e a c h e r s  c o m p la in e d  th a t  

sh e  w a s  a  " c o m p le te  b la n k "  in  c l a s s ,  n e v e r  re s p o n d in g  to  a n y th in g  th e y  

s a id  o r t r i e d  to do . She s e ld o m  sp o k e  to  A n g lo s  a n d  s ta y e d  m o s t ly  w ith  

o th e r  In d ian  s tu d e n ts .  S he  w a s  a c c u s e d  by h e r  t e a c h e r s  of n o t c a r in g  

ab o u t sch o o l a n d  h a v in g  no p r id e  in  h e r  a p p e a r a n c e .  She w as  know n to 

d r in k  w h e n e v e r  sh e  c o u ld  o b ta in  l iq u o r , a n d  s o m e t im e s ,  a f te r  d r in k in g
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too  m u ch , sh e  w o u ld  go to  th e  h o m e s  of f r ie n d s  fo r  fo o d  a n d  s h e l t e r .

A s m ig h t be  e x p e c te d , L y d ia  h a d  v e r y  l i t t l e  to  s a y  a b o u t h e r  

own f u tu r e .  She s a id  i f  sh e  c o u ld  n o t s ta y  in  sch o o l, sh e  w o u ld  s im p ly  

" s ta y  a t  h o m e " - - w h e r e v e r  th a t  m ig h t b e . She a d m itte d , though , th a t  

th e r e  w as  no th in g  fo r  h e r  to  do a t  h o m e . P ro b in g  d e e p e r  th a n  th is  o n ly  

p ro v o k e d  a  s a d  and  s i l e n t  r e s p o n s e ;  a  r e s p o n s e  th a t  a n s w e r e d  no q u e s ­

t io n s ,  b u t s u c c e e d e d  n e a r ly  a lw a y s  in  c u r ta i l in g  a n y  f u r th e r  d is c u s s io n .

C a s e  H is to ry  N o. 4: " J e d "

J e d  w as  th e  th i r d  o ld e s t  boy o u t o f n in e  c h i ld r e n .  HLs f a th e r  

w as  a  h ig h  s c h o o l g ra d u a te  an d  a  p ro m in e n t  t r i b a l  le a d e r  f ro m  B y la s , 

a c t iv e  in  p o l i t ic s ,  law , an d  c h u rc h  fu n c t io n s .  H is  m o th e r  w as  a  q u ie t, 

u n a ssu m in g  w o m an , d e v o te d  to  h e r  fa m ily . T h ey  h a d  a  l a r g e r  th a n  

a v e r a g e  h o m e  of b r ic k  c o n s t r u c t io n  w ith  m o s t  h o u s e h o ld  c o n v e n ie n c e s . 

In  r e c e n t  y e a r s  up to  I9 6 0  th e  f a m ily  e n jo y ed  a  s te a d y  in c o m e  a n d  an  

e x c e p tio n a l d e g re e  of h a rm o n io u s  s ta b i l i ty ,  in  s p i te  of th e  f a t h e r 's  

o c c a s io n a l  p o l i t ic a l  b a t t l e s .

J e d 's  a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t  o v e r  th e  y e a r s  w a s  e x c e p tio n a l .

In th e  s e v e n th  g ra d e  a t  F t .  T h o m a s  h is  lo w e s t g r a d e  w a s  a  3 -  (1 i s  

e x c e lle n t)  in  g e o g ra p h y . In  th e  e ig h th  g ra d e  h is  m a r k s  w e re  m o s t ly  1 's  

a n d  2 ‘s . H is  lo w e s t m a r k  in  th e  n in th  g ra d e  w as  a  3+ in  h i s to r y .  In 

th e  te n th  g ra d e  a t  F t .  T h o m a s  h e  h a d  n e a r ly  a  1 a v e r a g e  in  a l l  o f h is  

" s o l id "  c o u r s e s .  H is lo w e s t  g r a d e  in  th e  e le v e n th  g ra d e  w a s  a  2. J e d
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m a n a g e d  a  s t r a ig h t  1. 0 g r a d e - p o in t  a v e r a g e  in  E n g l is h  s in c e  th e  e ig h th  

g ra d e !  H is to ta l  a t te n d a n c e  r e c o r d  w a s  e x c e l le n t .  A m ong  In d ia n s  a n d  

n o n -In d ia n s , J e d  w a s  c o n s id e r e d  b y  h is  te a c h e r s  to b e  a n  o u ts ta n d in g  

s tu d e n t, b o th  in te l l ig e n t  a n d  v e r y  d i l ig e n t .

J e d  w as  a w a r e  of h is  a c c o m p lis h m e n ts  a n d  d id  n o t h e s i t a te  to  

d is c u s s  th e m  w ith  th e  a u th o r ,  a lth o u g h  h e  n e v e r  a t te m p te d  to  be  b o a s t ­

fu l. He a t t r ib u te d  h is  s u c c e s s  to  p la in  h a r d  w o rk . He s a id  he  s tu d ie d  

in  sch o o l an d  a t  h o m e  e v e r y  day , ev en  though  so m e  of th e  o th e r  A p a c h e  

s tu d e n ts  c h id e d  h im  fo r  i t .  H e b la m e d  th e  f a i l u r e s  of m an y  A p a c h e s  in  

sch o o l on th e  f a c t  th a t  th e y  g av e  up too e a s i ly ,  w hen  in  c o m p e ti t io n  w ith  

n o n - In d ia n s . J e d  s e e m e d  c o n v in c e d  th a t  m a n y  A p a c h e s  c o u ld  do a s  w e ll  

a s  he  i f  on ly  th e y  w o u ld  p u t a s id e  th e i r  d e f e a t i s t  a t t i tu d e  a n d  w o rk  h a r d e r  

a t  th e i r  s tu d ie s .

T h is  w a s  one  r e a s o n  w hy J e d  d id  n o t p a l  a ro u n d  w ith  o th e r  

A p a ch e  b o y s . He f e l t  th a t  th e i r  i n t e r e s t s  d i f f e r e d  f r o m  h is .  T h ey  on ly  

w a n te d  to " fo o l a ro u n d "  a n d  h a d  no i n t e r e s t  in  s c h o o l o r  th e  f u tu r e .

T hey  had , a s  h e  p u t i t ,  "n o th in g  to o f f e r "  h im . J e d 's  b e s t  p a l  w a s  a  

s c h o la r ly  M ex ic a n  boy  f r o m  w hom  h e  l e a r n e d  S p a n ish  a n d  b e t te r  E n g l is h . 

In  s p i te  of th e  r e s e n tm e n t  e x p r e s s e d  by h is  A p a c h e  p e e r s ,  J e d  r e m a r k e d  

co n fid e n tly , " I  c a n  h a n d le  m y s e l f .  I 'm  n o t a f r a id  o f w h a t th e y  s a y . "

O th e rs  w e re  a ls o  a w a re  o f J e d 's  e x c e p tio n a l s ta n d a r d s ,  a n d  i t  

w as  u s u a lly  e a s y  fo r  h im  to  f in d  a  jo b  d u r in g  v a c a tio n  p e r io d s .  H is  

r e la t io n s  w ith  h is  f a m ily  s e e m e d  good, a lth o u g h  h e  p r e f e r r e d  to  c o n fid e
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m o re  in  a n  o ld e r  s i s t e r  o r  h is  m o th e r  th a n  w ith  h is  f a th e r .  T h e  on ly  

th in g  h e  w o u ld  s a y  ab o u t h is  f a th e r  w as  to a d m it  th a t  h e  g a v e  J e d  m o n e y  

w hen n e e d e d . W hen J e d  a n n o u n c e d  to  h is  p a r e n ts  h is  d e s i r e  to  b eco m e  

a  la w y e r , h e  w a s  d is a p p o in te d  th a t  h is  f a th e r ,  a t  l e a s t ,  h a d  no c o m m e n t 

to  m a k e , o r no e n c o u ra g e m e n t to  o f f e r .  W hat, th e n , d id  m o tiv a te  J e d  

to  w o rk  so  h a r d  a t  h is  s tu d ie s  ?

J e d  u n h e s i ta t in g ly  r e p l i e d  th a t  he w a s  in  h e a te d  c o m p e tit io n  

w ith  th e  n o n -In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  in  h is  s c h o o l. T h e y  w e r e  ou t to  b e a t  h im , 

he  a s s e r t e d ,  bu t h e  w as  n o t going  to  le t  th e m  g e t a h e a d  of h im . He 

r e a l i z e d  how m u c h  h a r d  w o rk  h ad  a c c o m p lis h e d , a n d  h e  w a s  d e te r m in e d  

to s ta y  on th e  to p  of th e  h e a p . M uch o f th e  t im e  d u r in g  e a c h  in te rv ie w  

w as sp e n t d is c u s s in g  h is  p la n s  fo r  c o l le g e  a n d  th e  m a n y  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  

a v a ila b le  fo r  s c h o la r s h ip s .

T h e  ab o v e  c a s e  h i s t o r i e s  r e p r e s e n t  a  v e r y  s m a l l  s a m p le  of 

th e  m an y , m a n y  s im i la r  c a s e s  e n c o u n te re d  by th e  a u th o r  a n d  h is  

r e s e a r c h  te a m  d u rin g  th e  tw o  a n d  o n e -h a lf  y e a r  p e r io d  of th e  s tu d y .

T he in c id e n ts  an d  v ie w s  d e s c r ib e d  a r e  m e r e ly  in te n d e d  to  i l l u s t r a t e  

so m e  of the m o re  ty p ic a l  f in d in g s  r e v e a le d  th ro u g h  h u n d re d s  of p e r s o n a l  

in te rv ie w s  w ith  p a r e n ts ,  t e a c h e r s ,  c o m m u n ity  s e r v ic e  o f f ic e r s ,  a n d  

s tu d e n ts , in  o r d e r  th a t  th e  r e a d e r  m ig h t  v i s u a l i z e  m o r e  c l e a r ly  th e  

r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw ee n  th e  p r o b le m s  of A p a c h e  t e e n - a g e r s  in  sch o o l a n d

th o s e  e x p e r ie n c e d  a t  h o m e  on th e  r e s e r v a t io n .
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"D an n y "  an d  " L y d ia "  r e p r e s e n t  th o s e  A p a c h e  y o u n g s te r s  w ith  

p o o r h o m e  an d  fa m ily  b a c k g ro u n d s ; a  la c k  of p a r e n ta l  lo v e - - a l th o u g h  

D anny a t  l e a s t  h a d  h is  g r a n d p a r e n t s - - a n d  r e s p o n s ib le  c a r e ,  e c o n o m ic  

in s ta b i l i ty ,  and  m o r a l  d e p ra v i ty  w h e re  p a r e n ta l  g u id a n c e  a n d  d is c ip l in e  

sh o u ld  h av e  p r e v a i le d .  B u t D a n n y 's  o u tlo o k  a n d  a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t  

d id  no t p a r a l l e l  L y d ia 's .

F o r  one  th in g , D anny  w a s  a  boy, a n d  in  A p a c h e  s o c ie ty , h e  

c o u ld  m o v e  a b o u t m o r e  f r e e ly  th a n  L y d ia , w ith  l e s s  to  f e a r  f r o m  p u b lic  

c r i t i c i s m .  "R u n n in 1 a ro u n d  a t  n ig h t"  w a s  a  c r i t i c i s m  f a r  l e s s  c o n s e ­

q u e n tia l  fo r  bo y s th a n  fo r  A p a c h e  g i r l s .  L y d ia  w as  s o c ia l ly  " b ra n d e d "  

a s  a  b ad  g i r l ,  a n d  even  th o u g h  p e o p le  m ig h t  a d m it  th a t  sh e  w a s  n o t 

e n t i r e ly  to  b la m e  fo r  h e r  s i tu a t io n , m o th e r s  of o th e r  b o y s  a n d  g i r l s  

h a d  a l r e a d y  " b la c k -b a l le d "  h e r  a s  an  u n d e s i r a b le  c o m p a n io n  fo r  th e i r  

own c h i ld re n .  H e r c h a n c e s  of e v e n tu a lly  m a r r y in g  in to  a  good lo c a l 

fa m ily  w e re  s e r io u s ly  l im ite d ,  i f  n o t a l to g e th e r  lo s t .  A p a ch e  bo y s, 

on th e  o th e r  hand , in v o lv e d  in  th e  s a m e  a c t iv i t i e s  w h en  y o u th s , w o u ld
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so o n e r  o r la te r  b e  p a rd o n e d  b e c a u s e  of th e  p re v a i l in g  a t t i tu d e  am o n g  

A p a c h e s  th a t  "b o y s  w ill  be b o y s " . *

A lth o u g h  D anny sp o k e  of h im s e lf  a s  a n  A p a ch e , h e  r e a l i z e d  

th a t  h is  h a lf -w h ite  h e r i t a g e  (h is  p h y s ic a l  a p p e a ra n c e  w a s  p re d o m in a n tly  

C a u c a s ia n )  w o u ld  a lw a y s  be  a  b a r r i e r  to  h is  c o m p le te  a c c e p ta n c e  by 

A p a c h e s . T h is  e n a b le d  h im  to  r a t io n a l i z e  m o r e  e a s i ly  an y  r e je c t io n  

th a t he  e x p e r ie n c e d , fo r  h e  c o u ld  n o t b la m e  h im s e l f  fo r  th e  fo lly  of h is  

p a r e n ts .  T h e  f a c t  th a t  A n g lo s - - h i s  a d o p te d  p a r e n t s  in  p a r t i c u la r  - - w e r e  

w illin g  to a c c e p t  h im , gav e  h im  a n  o p p o r tu n ity  to  d e v e lo p  new  i n t e r e s t s ,  

g o a ls , a n d  v a lu e s .  H is  new  h o m e , w ith  i t s  r e l a t i v e ly  lu x u r io u s  s u r r o u n d ­

in g s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a n d  m o r e  im p o r ta n t ly ,  th e  a b u n d a n c e  of c lo s e  p e r ­

so n a l a tte n tio n  r e c e iv e d  f r o m  h is  new  p a r e n t s ,  g av e  D anny  a  new  s e n s e  

of p e r s o n a l  w o r th  an d  p r id e .  I t  a f fo rd e d  h im  a n  o p p o r tu n ity  to  a c h ie v e  

s u c c e s s  a s  d e f in e d  by h is  A n g lo  p a r e n t s ,  a n d  in  so  d o ing , to p le a s e  th o s e  

fo r  w hom  h e  now h a d  a  s t ro n g  fe e l in g  o f a f fe c t io n  a n d  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty .  1

1. A  m o re  s t r ik in g  e x a m p le  o f th is  p h e n o m en o n  o c c u r r e d  w hen  
a  te e n - a g e  A p a c h e  g i r l  w as  one  n ig h t r a p e d  by  h a lf  a  d o z e n  A p a c h e  
y o u th s . T he b o y s  w e re  l a t e r  b ro u g h t b e fo re  th e  lo c a l t r i b a l  m a g i s t r a t e  
on c h a r g e s  in i t i a te d  by th e  g i r l 's  p a r e n t s .  B u t th e  b o y 's  f a m i l ie s  b ro u g h t 
c o u n te r - c h a r g e s  a g a in s t  th e  g i r l .  T he  h e a r in g  p ro v e d  th a t  ev en  th o u g h  
th e  g i r l  w ill in g ly  g o t in to  th e  b o y s ' c a r  " to  go fo r  a  r id e " ,  sh e  w a s  
f o r c ib ly  m o le s te d  by th e  o ld e r  b o y s  w ho o v e rp o w e re d  h e r .  T h e  b o y s ' 
p a r e n ts ,  h o w e v e r , c h a r g e d  th a t  s h e  w a s  a  "b a d  g i r l "  fo r  b e in g  ou t a t  
n ig h t a n d  a g re e in g  to  go w ith  th e  b o y s . T he h e a r in g  e n d e d  w ith  th e  
ju d g e  s e n te n c in g  th e  g i r l  to  a  t e r m  in  j a i l  a n d  c r i t i c i z in g  h e r  fo r  b e in g  
an  e v il  in f lu e n c e  in  th e  c o m m u n ity . T h e  b o y s  w e re  r e l e a s e d  in to  th e  
c u s to d y  of th e i r  p a r e n t s  a n d  to ld  n o t to  a s s o c ia te  w ith  su c h  b ad  g i r l s  
( P a r m e e  1 9 5 9 -1 9 6 la :  2 0 9 -2 1 1 ) .
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L y d ia  w as  n o t so  f o r tu n a te .  T h e re  w as  r e a l l y  v e r y  l i t t l e  hope  

fo r  h e r  to  r e g a in  a l l  th a t  sh e  h a d  lo s t  a s  long  a s  sh e  r e m a in e d  am o n g  

h e r  p e o p le . T h is  i s  no t to  s a y  th a t  b e in g  a d o p te d  in to  an  A ng lo  f a m ily  

lik e  D anny w o u ld  be th e  b e s t  s o lu t io n  fo r  a l l  su ch  t e e n - a g e r s ,  b u t 

r a t h e r  th a t  a s  long  a s  L y d ia  r e m a in e d  in  B y la s , s h e  w o u ld  a lw a y s  h a v e  

th e  s t ig m a  of h e r  w a y w a rd  you th , a  s e r io u s  o b s ta c le  fo r  h e r  o r  a n y  

A p a ch e  g i r l  in  h e r  p r e d ic a m e n t .  A s  i t  w a s , sh e  h a d  l i t t l e  in  l ife  to  lo o k  

f o r w a rd  to  a n d  c o n se q u e n tly  l e s s  c a u s e  to s t r i v e  fo r  im p ro v e m e n t , 

though  u n d e r th e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  im p r o v e m e n t  w o u ld  h av e  b e e n  e x c e e d ­

in g ly  d if f ic u lt .  T h e r e  w e re ,  r e g r e t ta b ly ,  a  g r e a t  m a n y  A p a c h e  t e e n ­

age  g i r l s  in  L y d ia 1 s c a te g o ry .

B oth  " J e d "  a n d  " B e r t "  h a d  s ta b le  h o m e  l iv e s ,  w ith  A p a c h e  

f a th e r s  of n o ta b le  c o m m u n ity  r a n k  and  p e r s o n a l  a c h ie v e m e n t .  T h e re  

w e re  a ls o  o ld e r  b r o th e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s  in  bo th  f a m i l ie s  w ho h a d  a t ta in e d  

c o m p a r a t iv e ly  good  h ig h  s c h o o l r e c o r d s  an d  w e re  now h o ld in g  s te a d y  

jo b s . On th e  s u r f a c e ,  a t  l e a s t ,  i t  a p p e a r e d  th a t  b o th  b o y s  h a d  e q u a l 

o p p o r tu n i t ie s  fo r  p e r s o n a l  a n d  a c a d e m ic  a d v a n c e m e n t, a n d  y e t th e i r  

r e s p e c t iv e  v ie w s  to w a rd s  th e  f u tu r e  a n d  r e c o r d s  of s u c c e s s  w e re  

e n t i r e ly  d if f e r e n t .  W hy ?

P e r s o n a l i ty  d i f f e r e n c e s  w e r e  c l e a r ly  e v id e n t w hen  c o m p a r in g  

th e s e  two b o y s , a lth o u g h  to  w h a t e x te n t th e s e  d if f e r e n c e s  w e r e  f a c to r s  

of c a u s e  o r  th e  r e s u l t s  of o th e r  c a u s e s ,  i t  i s  d if f ic u l t  to  s a y . J e d  

e x p r e s s e d  p e r s o n a l  c o n f id e n c e , s tro n g  m o tiv a tio n , a n d  e v en
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a g g r e s s iv e n e s s ,  a  r a t h e r  a ty p ic a l  t r a i t  fo r  A p a c h e  t e e n - a g e r s  in  g e n ­

e r a l .  B e r t ,  on th e  o th e r  h an d , w a s  r a t h e r  t im id  in  f r o n t  o f A n g lo s , 

sh o w ed  v e r y  l i t t l e  s e lf - c o n f id e n c e  a b o u t h is  a b i l i ty  to im p r o v e  in  

sch o o l, and  h a d  th e  m o r e  c o m m o n  A p a c h e  s tu d e n t te n d e n c y  to  r e t r e a t  

f ro m  p ro b le m s , r a t h e r  th a n  a t te m p t  a  p a r t i a l  s u c c e s s  o r  a s k  fo r  a id .

A lth o u g h  J e d  w as  no t a c c e p te d  by A n g lo s  in  th e  s a m e  m a n n e r  

a s  D anny w as, h is  a t t i tu d e s  a n d  a c h ie v e m e n ts  w e r e  c l e a r ly  r e c o g n iz e d  

by h is  te a c h e r s  an d  n o n -In d ia n  p e e r s .  He p r e f e r r e d  th is  k in d  of r e c o g ­

n it io n  to  r e c o g n it io n  f ro m  o th e r  A p a c h e  b o y s , m a n y  of w hom  s c o r n e d  

h is  "w h ite  m a n 's  w a y s " . In s te a d  of r e t r e a t i n g  f ro m  c o m p e tit io n , J e d  

r e g a r d e d  i t  a s  a  m e a n s  to  o b ta in  p e r s o n a l  s a t i s f a c t io n .  H is  c lo s e s t  

f r ie n d , a  M ex ic a n  boy, w as  h is  s ta u n c h e s t  c o m p e t i to r .

B o th  B e r t  a n d  J e d  h a d  s in c e  c h ild h o o d  b e e n  s t ro n g ly  e n c o u ra g e d  

by th e i r  f a m i l ie s  to  " g e t a  g o o d  e d u c a tio n " . F o r  so m e  r e a s o n ,  B e r t  

h a d  f a i le d  to  r e s p o n d  to  th e  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  a f fo rd e d  h im  by h is  fa m ily . 

U n fo rtu n a te ly , th e r e  w a s  no  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  t e s t  of p ro v e n  r e l i a b i l i ty  

a v a ila b le  th a t  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  to  e v a lu a te  a n y  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  th e  

p o te n t ia l  in te l le c tu a l  a p ti tu d e  of th e  tw o b o y s , fo r  i t  w o u ld  h a v e  b e en  

d if f ic u lt  to  a s c e r t a i n  how m u c h  o f th e  r e s u l t s  w a s  a t t r ib u ta b le  to  d i f f e r ­

e n c e s  in  in d iv id u a l E n g l is h  la n g u a g e  a b i l i t i e s .

B e r t  a c te d  d is c o u r a g e d , a s  i f  h e  h a d  a l r e a d y  to s s e d  in  th e  

to w el an d  r e s ig n e d  h im s e lf  to  w h a te v e r  f a te  h a d  in  s to r e  fo r  h im .

Jed , h o w e v e r , w as  d e f in i te ly  g o a l o r ie n te d .  He w a n te d  to  b e  a  la w y e r .
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E v e n  m o re  so , h e  p e rh a p s  w a n te d  to  p ro v e  to  o th e r s  th a t  a l l  A p a c h e s  

w e re  n o t "d u m b "  a n d  " la z y " , a n d  th a t  w ith  p e r s i s t e n t  e f f o r t s ,  h e  c o u ld  

eq u a l o r e v en  b e t te r  h is  A n g lo  c o m p e t i to r s  in  a  w o r ld  of th e i r  own 

d e s ig n .

C o m m u n ity  P r o b le m s  A ffe c tin g  
E d u c a tio n  a n d  A p a c h e  Y outh

E c o n o m ic  P r o b le m s .  - - E a r l i e r  in  th is  r e p o r t  (p a g e s  2 9 -3 0 ) 

so m e  e f fo r t  w as  m a d e  to  p o in t o u t th e  s e r io u s  u n e m p lo y m e n t p ro b le m  

e x is t in g  on th e  San  C a r lo s  A p a c h e  R e s e r v a t io n .  I t  i s  a  p ro b le m  th a t  

w as  c a r e f u l ly  s tu d ie d  by th e  S ta n fo rd  R e s e a r c h  In s t i tu te  in  1954 

(R o b iso n  e t a l .  ), th a t  p r e v a i le d  on th e  r e s e r v a t i o n  d u rin g  th e  p e r io d  

of th is  s tu d y  f r o m  1 9 5 9 -1 9 6 1 , an d  th a t  s t i l l  p e r s i s t s  (A r iz o n a  

C o m m is s io n  of In d ian  A ffa ir  s 1964b).

S uch  w id e s p r e a d  A p a c h e  u n e m p lo y m e n t h a s  c o m e  a b o u t a s  th e  

r e s u l t  o f a  n u m b e r  of f a c to r s :

1. F u l l - s c a l e  d e v e lo p m e n t of th e  r e s e r v a t i o n  e c o n o m ic  

r e s o u r c e s  h a s  n o t b e en  a c h ie v e d . E n t e r p r i s e s  su c h  a s  m in in g  a n d  

l a r g e - s c a l e  f a rm in g  h a v e  d ie d  ou t, a n d  t im b e r  h a rv e s t in g  h a s  b e e n  

e x tre m e ly  l im i te d  due  to  th e  in a c c e s s ib i l i t y  of m u c h  o f th e  f o r e s t e d  

a r e a s  (R o b iso n  e t a l .  1954: 1 2 9 -1 3 1 ) . L e a s in g  c o n t r a c t s ,  a n d  p o w e r 

a n d  w a te r  p ro b le m s  h a v e  p la g u e d  e f fo r t s  to  a t t r a c t  l ig h t in d u s t r y .  

T o u r is m  i s  g ro w in g , b u t h e a v y  in v e s tm e n ts  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  to m a k e  

good  r o a d s  in to  th e  h ig h e r  m o u n ta in  a r e a s ,  w h ic h  a r e  m o r e  s u i ta b le



119

fo r  cam p in g , h u n tin g , a n d  f is h in g .  C a ttle  h a s  b een  th e  t r i b e 's  c h ie f  

in d u s try , b u t e v en  th a t  h a s  n o t b e e n  d e v e lo p e d  to  i t s  m o s t  lu c r a t iv e  

l im i ts :

T h u s i t  b e c o m e s  e v id e n t th a t ,  th ro u g h  th e  y e a r s ,  t r a d i t io n a l  
v a lu e s  h a v e  o p e r a te d  to  p r e v e n t  th e  San  C a r lo s  f r o m  b e co m in g  
a w a re  of a  n e c e s s a r y  s h i f t  in  w o rk  h a b its ,  o r ie n ta t io n  to  k in , 
a n d  s o c ia b i l i ty  i f  a  s u c c e s s f u l  c a t t l e  e n t e r p r i s e  i s  to  d e v e lo p .
In p la c e  of s u s ta in e d  w o rk  a n d  th r i f t ,  w h ich  a lo n e  c a n  c o n tr ib u te  
c a p i ta l  fo r  p r e s e n t  a n d  f u tu r e  n e e d s , th e y  r e t a i n  a  t r a d i t io n a l  
w o rk  p a t t e r n  b a s e d  on p e r io d ic  a n d  i r r e g u l a r  a c t iv i ty .  In s te a d  
of s t r e s s in g  in d iv id u a l e n t e r p r i s e  and  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r  p e r s o n a l  
n e e d s  w ith in  a  n a r r o w  fa m ily  u n it, th e y  e m p h a s iz e  v o lu n ta ry  c o ­
o p e ra t io n  an d  th e  s h a r in g  of s u r p lu s  w ith in  e x te n d e d  k in  g ro u p s .
A nd, w hen  i s o la t io n  on th e  r a n g e  i s  e s s e n t i a l  to  fu tu r e  b e n e f its , 
th e y  a r e  p ro n e  to  r e m a in  w ith in  c o m fo r ta b le  r a n g e  of n e ig h b o rs  
a n d  k in . S an  C a r lo s  A p a c h e  v a lu e s  a r e  in  d i r e c t  o p p o s it io n  to  
th e  d e m a n d s  of th e  m a r k e t  e co n o m y  (G e tty  1 9 6 1 -6 2 : 185).

2. D u rin g  th e  p e r io d  of th is  s tu d y  i t  w a s  o b s e r v e d  th a t  in d iv id ­

u a l c o m m e r c ia l  e n t e r p r i s e s  a m o n g  A p a c h e s  w e re  r a t h e r  r a r e .  C o m m e r ­

c ia l  e n te r p r i s in g  th ro u g h o u t th e  r e s e r v a t io n  w as d o m in a te d  by t r i b a l  

i n t e r e s t s ,  m a n a g e d  by  t r i b a l  e m p lo y e e s , a n d  d i r e c te d  by c o u n c il 

a u th o r i ty .  A c c o rd in g  to  th e  1964 S an  C a r lo s  S u rv e y  o n ly  40 to  45 

A p a c h e s  w e r e  e m p lo y e d  by th e  c o m b in e d  T r ib a l  C o u n c il a n d  T r ib a l  

E n t e r p r i s e  s y s te m  (A r iz o n a  C o m m is s io n  of In d ia n  A f f a i r s  1964b). 

In d iv id u a l c o m m e r c ia l  e n t e r p r i s e s  w e r e  u s u a l ly  d is c o u r a g e d  by  th e  

d e a r th  of in d iv id u a l c a p i ta l  r e s o u r c e s ,  a n d  th e  u n a v a i la b i l i ty  o f lo a n s

fo r su c h  p u r p o s e s .  S om e t r i b a l  l e a d e r s  a d m it te d  th a t  th e  t r i b a l  e n t e r ­

p r i s e  s y s te m  i t s e l f  d e fe a te d  p o te n t ia l  in d iv id u a l e n t e r p r i s e s  by th e  v e r]  

f a c t  th a t  i t  w a s  su ch  a n  o v e rp o w e r in g  c o m p e t i to r  w ith  s t ro n g  p o l i t ic a l
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b a ck in g . T h is  w as  in  p a r t  a  r e s u l t  of th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  t r i b a l  c o u n c il  

b u d g e t c a m e  p r im a r i l y  f r o m  th e  in c o m e  p r o c u r e d  th ro u g h  t r i b a l  

e n t e r p r i s e s .

3. A s h a s  a l r e a d y  b e en  m e n tio n e d  (p a g e s  9 8 -1 0 1 ) , th e  la c k  of 

s u i ta b le  o c c u p a tio n a l t r a in in g  am o n g  A p a c h e s  g r e a t ly  r e d u c e d  th e  n u m ­

b e r  of p o s s ib le  job h o ld e r s  on th e  r e s e r v a t io n ,  a n d  n o n -A p a c h e s  h a d

to be  b ro u g h t in  to  f u lf i l l  m o s t  s k i l le d  a n d  te c h n ic a l  p o s i t io n s .

4 . A p a c h e s , on th e  w h o le , w e re  o p p o se d  to  m o v in g  off th e  

r e s e r v a t io n  to p r o c u r e  jo b s .  E f f o r t s  in  th e  p a s t  to r e lo c a te  A p a c h e s  

n e v e r  fu lly  s u c c e e d e d  ( P a r m e e  1961: 2 4 -2 5 )  in  s p i te  o f t r i b a l  e f f o r t s

to e n c o u ra g e  th is  p r o g r a m  (A riz o n a  C o m m is s io n  of In d ia n  A f f a i r s  1964b). 

A p a c h e s  p r e f e r r e d  liv in g  in  th e i r  ow n c o m m u n it ie s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f th e  

e co n o m ic  d e p r iv a t io n s ,  to  liv in g  i s o la te d  in  d is ta n t  n o n -In d ia n  

c o m m u n itie s  ( P a r m e e  1 9 5 9 - 1 9 6 la :  1 2 7 -1 3 5 ).

A lth o u g h  th e r e  a r e  no f a m ily  e c o n o m ic  s u rv e y s  know n to  th is  

a u th o r  fo r  th e  S an  C a r lo s  A p a c h e s , o n e  c a n  s a f e ly  s u r m is e  f ro m  the  

d a ta  p r e s e n te d  th u s  f a r  th a t  f a m ily  p o v e r ty  am o n g  th e s e  p e o p le  w as  

not u n co m m o n . T he  e f fe c ts  o f th is  upon  th e  in d iv id u a l f a m i l ie s  a n d  th e  

l iv e s  of e a c h  f a m ily  m e m b e r  w il l  be  d i s c u s s e d  l a te r ;  h e r e  th e  c o n c e rn  

i s  th e  r e s e r v a t io n  c o m m u n ity  a s  a  w h o le .

M any A p a c h e s  w e r e  in  th e  p o s i t io n  o f s u p p o r t in g  th r e e  g o v e r n ­

m e n ts  o u t of th e i r  in c o m e  ta x e s :  f e d e r a l ,  s ta te ,  a n d  t r i b a l .  A  low  

in c o m e  a n d  a  la r g e  f a m ily  s p a r e d  m a n y  f r o m  d o lin g  o u t fu n d s  to  th e
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f i r s t  tw o g o v e rn m e n ts ,  b u t s in c e  a b o u t I9 6 0  a l l  c a t t le  s a le s  w e r e  ta x e d  

2 1/2%  to  h e lp  d e f ra y  t r i b a l  c o u n c il  c o s t s .  M any  A p a c h e s  o p p o s e d  th e  

p a s s a g e  of th is  b ill , bu t a t  th e  t im e , th e  c o u n c il w a s  d e s p e r a te ly  in  n e e d  

of a d d itio n a l fu n d s .

In r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  th e  A p a c h e  t r i b a l  c o u n c il c o n tin u a lly  s t r u g g le d  

to  k e e p  i t s  b u d g e t in  th e  b la c k . C au g h t b e tw een  th e  d e s i r e  to  e n a c t  new  

p r o g r a m s  fo r  th e  im p r o v e m e n t  of r e s e r v a t i o n  c o n d itio n s , a n d  th e  t h r e a t  

of e co n o m ic  b a n k ru p tc y , th e  t r i b a l  c o u n c il  n e a r ly  e v e r y  y e a r  fo u n d  

i t s e l f  d e p en d e n t upon a l ie n  s o u r c e s  fo r  s u p p o r t  of i t s  p r o g r a m s .

F e d e r a l  a g e n c ie s  su c h  a s  th e  B IA  a n d  U. S. P u b lic  H e a lth  S e rv ic e  s p e n t  

m il l io n s  on th e  San C a r lo s  R e s e r v a t io n  w ith in  th e  p a s t  d e c a d e  to p ro v id e  

a  m u lti tu d e  of c o m m u n ity  s e r v i c e s :  i .  e . r o a d s ,  w e lf a r e ,  ra n g e ,  a n d  

a g r i c u l tu r a l  im p ro v e m e n t, e d u c a tio n , h o s p i ta l  c a r e ,  w a te r  an d  s a n i t a ­

tio n , d i s e a s e  c o n tro l ,  e tc .  S ta te  w e l f a r e  s e r v ic e s  a ls o  w e r e  a t  w o rk  

on th e  r e s e r v a t io n ,  and  p r iv a t e  c h a r i t a b l e  o rg a n iz a t io n s  e a c h  y e a r  le n t 

th e i r  f in a n c ia l  s u p p o r t  to  y o u th  p r o je c t s  and  in d iv id u a l n e ed y  f a m i l ie s .

In  th e  f ie ld  of e d u c a tio n , th e  A p a c h e  t r i b e  h a d  fo r  y e a r s  b e e n  

a lm o s t  e n t i r e ly  d e p e n d e n t u p o n  th e  B IA  fo r  f in a n c ia l  a id  a n d  te c h n ic a l  

a s s i s t a n c e .  C o n se q u e n tly , A p a c h e s  h a d  v e r y  l i t t l e  to  s a y  a b o u t th e  

d e s ig n  a n d  o p e ra t io n  of th e i r  s c h o o l p r o g r a m s .  R e q u e s ts  by  t r i a l  

le a d e r s  fo r  im p r o v e m e n ts  in  th e  s c h o o ls  w e r e  c o n tin u a lly  h e ld  in  a b e y ­

a n c e  by f e d e r a l  r e g u la t io n s ,  f i s c a l  p o l ic ie s ,  a n d  th e  o p in io n s  of BIA
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o f f ic ia ls .  * E v e n  m a n y  of th e  b a s ic  g o a ls  of th e  p r o g r a m  w e r e  of A ng lo  

r a th e r  th a n  A p a c h e  o r ig in , a n d  m o s t  d e c is io n s  c o n c e rn in g  o p e r a t io n a l  

o r p o lic y  c h a n g e s  w e re  e n t i r e ly  in  th e  h a n d s  of th e  BIA.

S uch  c o n d itio n s  c a u s e d  t r i b a l  l e a d e r s  to  a p p e a r  im p o te n t  in  

th e  e y e s  of th e i r  p e o p le , an d  th e y  c a u s e d  th e  p e o p le  to  h a r b o r  r e s e n t ­

m e n t to w a rd s  th e  f e d e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t o r  A n g lo s  in  g e n e ra l ,  fo r  w h a t 

w a s  f e l t  to  be  s o c ia l  an d  p o l i t ic a l  s u p p r e s s io n  ( P a r m e e  1 9 5 9 -1 9 6 1 a : 

2 4 1 -2 4 5 ). E q u a lly  u n fo r tu n a te  w a s  th e  f a c t  th a t  c o n tin u e d  d e p e n d e n c y  

of th is  s o r t  p ro d u c e d  a p a th y  a n d  ig n o ra n c e  a m o n g  th e  A p a c h e  p e o p le , of 

th e  k in d  b ro u g h t to  l ig h t d u r in g  th e  d i s c u s s io n  of c a u s e s  fo r  a b s e n te e is m  

ab o v e  (p a g e s  6 8 -7 1 ) . U nab le  to  th in k  o f th e  p r o g r a m  a s  th e i r  own, 

m an y  A p a c h e s  m e r e ly  p a id  i t  a  k in d  of l i p - s e r v i c e ,  th a t  w as  n e i th e r  

u n c o o p e ra tiv e  n o r a f f i r m a t iv e .  A s  a  r e s u l t  o f th is  a t t i tu d e , a t te m p ts  

a t  c o m m u n ity -s c h o o l a c t i v i t i e s  (P T A  o r g a n iz a t io n s  a n d  th e  lik e ) o fte n  

fa i le d .  T he s o le  e x c e p tio n  to  th is  w a s  th e  t r i b a l  e d u c a tio n  c o m m itte e .

T h is  t r i b a l ly  a p p o in te d  v o lu n ta ry  c o m m itte e , w h o se  fu n c tio n s  

h a v e  a l r e a d y  b een  d e s c r ib e d  on  p a g e  53, w a s , a t  th e  t im e  o f th is  s tu d y , 

a  p a r t i a l  s u c c e s s .  T a k in g  i t s  v a r io u s  fu n c tio n s  p o in t- b y -p o in t :

1. I t  p ro v id e d  e d u c a tio n a l  lo a n s  fo r  n e ed y  s tu d e n ts ,  b u t th e  

s o u rc e  w a s  v e r y  l im i te d  (a  re v o lv in g  fu n d  of l e s s  th a n  $6, 000), a n d  

u s u a lly  th e  c o m m itte e  h a d  a  v e r y  d if f ic u lt  t im e  g e ttin g  lo a n s  r e tu r n e d

1. i .  e . P r e - s c h o o l  c l a s s e s  fo r  f iv e  y e a r  o ld s , m o r e  o n -  
r e s e r v a t io n  d ay  s c h o o ls , la n g u a g e  s p e c ia l i s t s ,  e tc .  (W e s le y  1961: 4 -7 ) .
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an d  k e e p in g  p o l i t ic a l  in f lu e n c e s  f r o m  c re e p in g  in to  a p p l ic a t io n  a p p r o v a ls .  

T he  C o m m itte e  a ls o  h e a r d  m a n y  c o m p la in ts  f r o m  p a r e n ts  a g a in s t  th e  

sch o o l p ro g r a m , but s e ld o m  c o u ld  f a c i l i t a t e  an y  r e c ip r o c a l  a c t io n  w ith ­

out the  c o n s e n t  of th e  BIA .

2. C o m m u n ity  p r o je c t s  su c h  a s  s p o r t in g  e v e n ts , th e  lo c a l  

n e w sp a p e r , s u m m e r  c a m p  p r o g r a m s ,  a n d  sc o u tin g  a c t iv i t i e s  w e r e  

u s u a lly  s p o n s o re d  by th e  t r i b a l  e d u c a tio n  c o m m itte e , b u t i t s  v e r y  l im i te d  

fu n d s, d e r iv e d  a t  th e  t im e  s o le ly  f r o m  i t s  ow n r e s o u r c e s ,  h in d e re d  th e  

c o m m itte e  f r o m  ta k in g  m u c h  m o r e  th a n  a  k in d  o f d ip lo m a tic  r o l e  in  a n y  

of th e  l a r g e r  p r o j e c t s .

3. T he c o m m itte e  a id e d  in  th e  d is b u r s e m e n t  of p r iv a te  w e l f a r e  

fu n d s to f a m i l ie s  w ith  n e e d y  s c h o o l c h i ld re n .  V e ry  o f te n  th e  d e g r e e  o f 

c o m m itte e  in f lu e n c e  o r  p o p u la r i ty  w ith  th e  p e o p le  w a s  d i r e c t ly  p r o p o r ­

tio n a te  to  th e  e x te n t of i t s  c o n t r o l  o v e r  p o te n t ia l  w e l f a r e  r e s o u r c e s .

4 . T h e  t r i b a l  e d u c a tio n  c o m m itte e  a c te d  a s  a  v e r y  im p o r ta n t  

l ia s  on s e r v ic e  b e tw ee n  th e  c o m m o n  p e o p le  a n d  e d u c a tio n a l  o ff ic ia ld o m  

in  th e  v a r io u s  s e p a r a te  s c h o o l s y s te m s .  I t  a l s o  p ro v id e d - - w h e n  fu n d s  

o r  b o r ro w e d  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  p e r m i t t e d - - m a n y  A p a c h e  p a r e n ts  w ith  th e  

o p p o rtu n ity  to  v i s i t  th e i r  c h i ld r e n  in  d is ta n t  s c h o o ls .  O c c a s io n a lly , 

A p a c h e  h ig h  s c h o o l s tu d e n ts  w e r e  ta k e n  to v i s i t  a  v a r i e ty  of c o l le g e s  

an d  t r a in in g  s c h o o ls .

S om e A p a c h e s  a n d  A n g lo s  la u g h e d  a t  th is  c o m m it te e , p o in tin g  

out i t s  n u m e ro u s  w e a k n e s s e s  an d  in f o r m a l i t i e s ,  b u t i t  w a s  in  f a c t  a t  th a t
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t im e , th e  m o s t  s ig n if ic a n t  r e c e n t  a t te m p t  on th e  p a r t  o f A p a c h e s  to  

in i t ia te  s o m e  d e g re e  of c o n s t r u c t iv e ,  a c t iv e  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  a  p r o g r a m  

of v i ta l  im p o r ta n c e  to th e i r  f u tu r e  s o c ia l  a n d  e co n o m ic  p r o g r e s s .  *

S o c ia l P r o b le m s .  - - U n lik e  m a n y  r u r a l  A m e r ic a n  c o m m u n it ie s  

th a t  th r iv e  in  an  a tm o s p h e r e  o f P T A 's ,  c h u rc h  a n d  s o c ia l  c lu b s , c iv ic  

c o m m it te e s , an d  a d u l t - s p o n s o r e d  y o u th  a c t iv i t i e s ,  A p a c h e s  fo u n d  i t  

d if f ic u lt  to  e s t a b l i s h  enough  v o lu n te e r  c i t iz e n s h ip  a id  to  m e e t  g ro w in g  

c o m m u n ity  n e e d s . A tte m p ts  by s o m e  to  o r g a n iz e  c iv ic  s u p p o r t  in  th is  

m a n n e r  f a i le d  n u m e ro u s  t im e s  d u r in g  th e  p e r io d  of th i s  s tu d y .

In  San C a r lo s ,  fo r  e x a m p le , u n s u c c e s s f u l  a t te m p ts  w e r e  m a d e  

f ro m  t im e  to  t im e  to  o rg a n iz e  a  P T A  g ro u p  in c lu d in g  b o th  A n g lo  a n d  

A p a ch e  p a r e n t s .  A n g lo s  b la m e d  i t  on A p a c h e  p a r e n ta l  a p a th y . A p a c h e s  

s a id  i t  w as  b e c a u s e  A n g lo s  d o m in a te d  a l l  of th e  m e e t in g s  a n d  th a t  th e  

g ro u p  h a d  no in f lu e n c e  w ith  th e  a g e n c ie s  o p e ra t in g  th e  sc h o o l p r o g r a m . 

T h e  t r i b a l  e d u c a tio n  c o m m itte e ,  th e y  sa id , a t  l e a s t  h a d  th e  e a r  of th e  

c o u n c il a n d  w as  r u n  by A p a c h e  l e a d e r s  ( P a r m e e  1 9 5 9 - 1 9 6 la :  2 3 -2 4 ) .

In  I9 6 0 , h o w e v e r , th e r e  w e r e  o th e r  t r i b a l ly  a p p o in te d  c o m ­

m it te e s  th a t  d id  n o t fu n c tio n  a s  e f fe c t iv e ly  a s  th e  e d u c a tio n  c o m m itte e ,  

w h ich  m e t a t  l e a s t  o n c e  e v e ry  m o n th  a n d  h a d  y e a r - r o u n d  p r o je c t s  

u n d e r  w ay . A  g r e a t  d e a l d e p e n d e d  upo n  th e  in d iv id u a l l e a d e r s h ip  of th e  

c o m m itte e s ,  a n d  a lth o u g h  s o m e  of i t  w as  v e r y  w eak , few  A p a c h e s  w e re  1

1. F r o m  a  p e r s o n a l  l e t t e r  by th e  a u th o r  to  M a rv in  M ull, 
C h a irm a n , S an  C a r lo s  A p a c h e  T r ib e ,  M a rc h  8, 1962.
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w illin g  to  o p en ly  c r i t i c i z e  th e  c o u n c iIm e n  w ho w e re  in  c h a r g e .  T h e  

f a c t  w a s , so m e  A p a c h e s  d id  n o t u n d e r s ta n d  th is  A n g lo -A m e r ic a n  c o n ­

c e p t of c iv ic  an d  c o m m itte e  le a d e r s h ip ,  and  fo r  th is  r e a s o n  h e s i t a te d  to 

ta k e  a c t iv e  c o m m a n d  of th e i r  a s s ig n e d  p o s i t io n s  ( P a r m e e  1 9 5 9 -1 9 6 1 a : 

9 4 -9 5 ) .

E v e n  am o n g  th e  few  c it iz e n s *  g ro u p s  th a t  d id  e x is t  a t  San 

C a r lo s  d u r in g  th e  t im e  o f th is  s tu d y  (i. e . w o m e n 's  h o s p i ta l  a u x i l ia ry ,

B oy S c o u ts , c h u rc h  p a r i s h  c lu b s )  c o o p e r a t iv e  a c t i v i t i e s  s e ld o m  o c c u r r e d  

and  in te r - g r o u p  c h a n n e ls  of c o m m u n ic a tio n  w e r e  v e r y  w e ak  o r n o n ­

e x is te n t .

T he m a n a g e m e n t of law  a n d  o r d e r  on th e  San  C a r lo s  A p a c h e  

R e s e r v a t io n  w a s  a  m a jo r  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  of th e  t r i b a l  c o u n c il .  E a c h  

y e a r  i t  w a s  th e  l a r g e s t  c o u n c il  e x p e n d itu re , in c lu d in g  th e  s a l a r i e s  of 

A p a ch e  ju d g e s , j a i l e r s ,  p o lic e m e n , a n d  ju v e n ile  o f f ic e r s ,  p lu s  a l l  of 

th e i r  o p e ra t io n a l  a n d  v e h ic u la r  e x p e n s e s .  F r o m  th e  m a n y  in te r v ie w s  

w ith  r e s e r v a t io n  o f f ic ia ls ,  f a m i l ie s ,  a n d  t r i b a l  l e a d e r s ,  i t  w as  e v id e n t 

th a t  a lc o h o l is m  a n d  i t s  c o n c u r r e n t  s id e - e f f e c t s  c o m p r is e d  o n e  of the  

g r e a t e s t  law  a n d  o r d e r  p r o b le m s  fo r  th e  S an  C a r lo s  A p a c h e s  ( P a r m e e  

1 9 5 9 -1 9 6 la : 3 6 -3 8 ) . A s  w il l  b e  s e e n  f ro m  th e  s u m m a ry  of c o u r t  

r e c o r d s  below , ju v e n i le s  (a g e s  1 0 -1 7  y e a r s )  a s  w e ll a s  a d u l ts  w e r e  

a f fe c te d .

In  Ju n e  o f 1959, a  s u rv e y  of ju v e n ile  c o u r t  r e c o r d s  w a s  m a d e  

c o v e r in g  th e  p e r io d  o f Ju n e  1, 1958 th ro u g h  M ay 31, 1959 . T h e
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fo llo w in g  i s  a  s u m m a ry  of th e s e  f in d in g s :

1. O ut of m o r e  th a n  90% of a l l  ju v e n i le s  a r r e s t e d ,  26% w e r e  

1 6 -y e a r  -o ld s , 25% w e r e  1 7 - y e a r - o ld s ,  25% w e r e  1 5 - y e a r - o ld s ,  a n d  

14% w e re  1 4 -y e a r  -o ld s .  T h e  r e m a in in g  8% o r  so  in c lu d e d  a g e  g ro u p s  

10 th ro u g h  13 y e a r s .

2. A p r i l ,  M ay, Ju n e , Ju ly , A u g u s t, a n d  D e c e m b e r  h a d  th e  

h ig h e s t  r a t e  of a r r e s t s ,  a v e r a g in g  27 c a s e s  p e r  m o n th .

3. T he r a n g e  of c h a r g e s  fo r  a r r e s t  r a n  a s  fo llo w s :

d i s o r d e r ly  c o n d u c t, d ru n k e n n e s s ,  
d is o b e d ie n c e  ^

c u rfe w  v io la t io n

a s s a u l t

c a r r y in g  a  c o n c e a le d  w eap o n  

th e f t

55%

7%

6%

6%

5%

sm o k in g , f a i l u r e  to  go to  sch o o l, ru n n in g  aw ay  
f r o m  h o m e , t r a f f i c  v io la tio n , i l l i c i t  c o h a b i ta ­
tio n , v a n d a l i s m , r e s i s t i n g  a r r e s t ,  e s c a p e  
f r o m  ja i l ,  a n d  p a r o le  v io la t io n  e a c h  l e s s

th a n  5%

4. O ut of 180 r e c o r d e d  c o u r t  d e c is io n s , 90 ju v e n i le s  w e re  

g iv en  p ro b a tio n , 76 w e r e  g iv e n  j a i l  t e r m s  ra n g in g  f r o m  10 to  m o r e  

th an  120 d a y s , and  14 w e re  g iv e n  in to  p a r e n ta l  c u s to d y . A p p e a ls  

f ro m  p a r e n t s  o r  r e l a t i v e s  o fte n  r e l e a s e d  c h i ld r e n  b e f o r e  th e  c o m p le tio n

1. T h is  c h a r g e  w a s  p r i m a r i l y  u s e d  a g a in s t  ju v e n i le s  w ho h a d  
b e en  d r in k in g , c a u s in g  d i s o r d e r ,  an d  i l l e g a l ly  p r o c u r in g  l iq u o r .



of th e i r  t e r m s ,  bu t i t  w a s  th e  p o lic y  of th e  t r i b a l  c o u r t  to  k e e p  e a c h  

ju v e n ile  s e n te n c e d  to  j a i l  a t  l e a s t  a  few  day s in  h is  c e l l  in  o r d e r  to  

" te a c h  h im  a  le s s o n "  ( P a r m e e  1 9 5 9 -1 9 6 la :  80, 82).

V a r io u s  ty p e s  o f s o c ia l  p r e s s u r e s ,  d e r iv e d  f r o m  r e m n a n ts  of 

t r a d i t io n a l  A p a c h e  c u s to m s  a n d  b e l ie f s ,  f r e q u e n t ly  c a u s e d  f a m i l ie s  a n d  

in d iv id u a ls  to  b eco m e  d is c o u r a g e d  w h en  t ry in g  to  m o d e rn iz e  o r im p ro v e  

th e i r  h o m e  o r  p e r s o n a l  c o n d it io n s . M o re  t r a d i t io n a l ly  o r ie n te d  A p a c h e s  

w ould  a c c u s e  su ch  p e o p le  of b e in g  t r a i t o r s  to  th e i r  G o d -g iv e n  c u l tu r e ,  

a n d  b e co m in g  l ik e  " W h ite s " . If th e  a c c u s e d  w e r e  a t  a l l  s e n s i t iv e  to 

su ch  c r i t i c i s m s  th e y  s o m e t im e s  le f t  th e  r e s e r v a t i o n  o r  g av e  up th e i r  

d e s i r e s  fo r  m o d e rn iz in g  ( P a r m e e  1 9 5 9 - 1 9 6 la :  95 ).

In th e  "R ev iew  of th e  L i t e r a t u r e "  (p ag e  36) i t  h a s  b e e n  a l r e a d y  

show n how su c h  p r e s s u r e s  e x i s t e d  on m a n y  r e s e r v a t i o n s ,  in h ib itin g  

a t te m p ts  a t  p e r s o n a l  a c h ie v e m e n t  am o n g  s tu d e n ts  a s  w e ll  a s  a d u l ts .

B o th  "D an n y "  an d  " J e d "  h a d  a p p a r e n t ly  f e l t  th e  s t in g  of su ch  r e p r i ­

m a n d s . S o m e A p a c h e s , in  f a c t ,  w e r e  c o n v in c e d  th a t  th e s e  s o c ia l  

p r e s s u r e s  w e re  r e s p o n s ib le  in  p a r t  fo r  th e  low  n u m b e r  o f A p a c h e  

c o lle g e  g ra d u a te s  a n d  t r a in e d  A p a c h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  e m p lo y e e s  ( P a r m e e  

1 9 5 9 -1 9 6 la : 95 ). U n d e rs ta n d a b ly , h o w e v e r , n o t a l l  A p a c h e s  h e e d e d  

th e s e  s a n c tio n s .

P o l i t i c a l  P r o b le m s .  -  -O n  m o s t  r e s e r v a t io n s  a s  in  m a n y  n o n -  

In d ian  c o m m u n it ie s ,  e c o n o m ic  p o w e r a n d  p o l i t ic a l  p o w e r w e n t h a n d - in -  

h an d . T h e  S an  C a r lo s  R e s e r v a t io n  w as  no e x c e p tio n . A g e n c ie s  lik e
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th e  BIA a n d  P u b lic  H e a lth  S e r v ic e  w e re  p e r m i t t e d  no p a r t  in  t r i b a l  

p o l i t ic s ,  bu t by th e  m e r e  f a c t  of th e i r  e c o n o m ic  p o te n tia l ,  th e y  a c te d  

a s  p o w e rfu l g o v e rn in g  f o r c e s  on th e  r e s e r v a t io n .  T he  A p a c h e  t r i b a l  

c o u n c il, on th e  o th e r  hand , a s  w as  p o in te d  o u t e a r l i e r  in  th e  d is c u s s io n  

of c o m m u n ity  e c o n o m ic  p r o b le m s ,  w a s  o ften  f r u s t r a t e d  in  i t s  e f f o r t s  to  

le g is la te  new  p r o g r a m s  o r  c h a n g e s  in  e x is t in g  o n e s  b e c a u s e  of i t s  ow n 

e co n o m ic  im p o te n c e  a n d  i t s  c o n s e q u e n t d e p en d e n c y  on  a l ie n  a s s i s t a n c e .

To th e  a v e r a g e  A p a c h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  in h a b i ta n t  th is  g av e  n o t o n ly  

th e  fe e lin g  of b e in g  d o m in a te d , of b e in g  f o r c e d  in to  a  w ay  of l ife  n o t of 

h is  own ch o o sin g ; i t  a ls o  h a d  th e  d e m o ra l iz in g  e f fe c t  of m a k in g  h im  fe e l  

h e lp le s s  and  in f e r io r ,  a s  h e  w a tc h e d  h is  e le c te d  l e a d e r s  m a k e  o fte n  

fu ti le  d e m an d s  upon a l ie n  p e o p le  d i r e c te d  by  unknow n o r  in c o m p r e h e n ­

s ib le  law s a n d  r e g u la t io n s  o r ig in a te d  in  a  p la c e  c a l l e d  "W a sh in g to n " . ^

M any A p a c h e s  to d a y  h a v e  v e r y  m e a g e r  k n o w led g e  of th e  b a s ic  

p r in c ip le s  a n d  d e s ig n s  o f d e m o c r a t ic  c o m m u n ity  g o v e rn m e n t. A lth o u g h  

th e i r  t r a d i t io n a l  f o r m s  o f s o c ia l  a n d  p o l i t ic a l  o rg a n iz a t io n  h a v e  long 

ago  b e en  ch an g ed , l i t t l e  h a s  b e e n  do n e  to  te a c h  th e m  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l  

te n e ts  of th e  new  f o r m s  of g o v e rn m e n t.  (A s w as  p o in te d  o u t e a r l i e r ,  

a d u lt e d u c a tio n  a t San  C a r lo s  i s  s t i l l  n o n - e x is te n t .  ) A s  a  r e s u l t ,  so m e  

A p a ch e  le a d e r s  to d a y  a r e  n o t in f o r m e d  a d e q u a te ly  so  th a t  th e y  c a n

1. F o r  a  b e t t e r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  of th is  p h e n o m e n o n  th e  r e a d e r  
i s  a d v is e d  to  s tu d y  th e  im p le m e n ta t io n  of th e  S a n  C a r lo s  a n d  B y la s  
s c h o o l c o n v e r s io n  p r o g r a m  a s  d e s c r ib e d  in  th e  f ie ld  LO G  on p a g e s  
2 3 0 -309  ( P a r m e e  1 9 5 9 -1 9 6 la ) .
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fu n c tio n  e f fe c t iv e ly  a s  le g is la t iv e  r e p r e s e n ta t i v e s  of th e i r  own lo c a l  

d i s t r i c t s .  T h is  h a s  i t s  d e le te r io u s  e f fe c ts  upo n  th e  p e o p le  a s  a  w h o le .

In  1960-1961  fo r  e x a m p le , n e a r ly  e v e r y  A p a c h e  c o m m o n e r  

ta lk e d  to  w as  h ig h ly  c r i t i c a l  o f h is  c o u n c il .  A  s u m m a ry  of ty p ic a l  

c o m m e n ts  in c lu d e d : i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  s u s p e c t;  s o m e t im e s  i t  a c ts  

d is in te r e s te d ly  in  i t s  own p e o p le ; so m e  le a d e r s  a r e  s e l f - c e n te r e d ;  i t  

d o e s n 't  do an y th in g ; i t  i s  o fte n  h e lp le s s  in  t im e s  of n e e d  ( P a r m e e  1 9 5 9 - 

1 9 6 lb : 2 7 -2 9 ) . T h is  w a s  m o r e  th a n  o r d in a r y  b e l ly -a c h in g . I t w a s  

in d ic a t iv e  of th e  A p a c h e  p e o p le 's  p e r s i s t e n t  la c k  of o p p o r tu n i t ie s  fo r  

d e m o c ra t ic  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  g o v e rn m e n t.  I t  w a s  in d ic a t iv e  o f th e  few  

lo c a l  d i s t r i c t  m e e t in g s  a n d  th e  m a n y  c lo s e d  c o u n c il s e s s io n s ;  of l i t t l e  

e f fo r t  to  in fo rm  th e  p u b lic  of th e  "h o w s"  a n d  "w h y s"  of g o v e rn m e n t 

o p e ra t io n s , new  p r o g r a m s ,  a n d  c h a n g e s  in  lo n g -s ta n d in g  p o l ic ie s ,  a n d  

m u ch  h ig h  le v e l  m a n ip u la t io n  ( P a r m e e  1 9 5 9 -1 9 6 la :  2 3 7 -2 4 6 , 2 5 4 -2 5 6 , 

2 7 2 -2 7 2 a ).

F a m ily  P r o b le m s  A ffe c tin g  
E d u c a tio n  a n d  A p a c h e  Y outh

T h e  E f fe c ts  of W id e s p re a d  P o v e r ty  on In d iv id u a l A p a c h e  

F a m i l ie s .  - - A t th e  t im e  of th is  s tu d y , f e d e r a l ,  s ta t e ,  an d  p r iv a te  w e l ­

f a r e  p r o g r a m s  on th e  S an  C a r lo s  R e s e r v a t io n  s p e n t  g r e a t  s u m s  of 

m o n ey  to  a l le v ia te  th e  e x t r e m e ly  low  o r  n o n - e x is te n t  in c o m e s  of
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h u n d re d s  of A p a ch e  f a m i l ie s .  * T h e  l a r g e s t  of th e s e  p r o g r a m s  w a s  

o p e ra te d  by th e  lo c a l  BIA  w e lf a r e  d e p a r tm e n t .  N ot a l l  A p a c h e s  a g r e e d  

w ith  th e  m a n n e r  in  w h ich  th is  p r o g r a m  fu n c tio n e d , h o w e v e r . C h ie f  

c r i t i c i s m  w as  a im e d  a t  th e  a p p a r e n t  la c k  of c o n s t r u c t iv e  o p e ra t io n a l  

g o a ls  a n d  c a s e  r e c o r d s ,  w h ic h  r e s u l t e d  in  a  r a t h e r  a r b i t r a r y  d i s b u r s e ­

m e n t of fu n d s  ( P a r m e e  1 9 5 9 - 1 9 6 la :  1 5 4 -1 5 7 ). T h e r e  w e re  a ls o  no 

a p p a r e n t  p ro v is io n s  in  th e  p r o g r a m  fo r  th e  e v e n tu a l r e d u c t io n  in  w e l ­

f a r e  d e p en d e n c y  am o n g  A p a c h e s . T h is  w r i t e r ,  fo r  e x a m p le , o b s e r v e d  

no e f f o r t s  b e in g  m a d e  to  a s s i s t  f a m i l ie s  in  th e  e f f ic ie n t  m a n a g e m e n t of 

th e ir  a v a i la b le  in c o m e s , e v e n  th o u g h  i t  w as  c l e a r ly  o b v io u s  th a t  su c h  

a s s i s t a n c e  w o u ld  h a v e  h e lp e d  m a n y  c a s e s .

W h ile  m u c h  of th e  e x is t in g  p o v e r ty  on th e  S an  C a r lo s  R e s e r v a ­

tio n  w a s  th e  r e s u l t  of d e f la te d  c a t t l e  in c o m e s  a n d  h ig h e r  c o s ts  of liv in g , 

a s  w e ll a s  w id e s p r e a d  u n e m p lo y m e n t, m an y  f a m i l ie s  b e c a m e  w e lf a r e  

c a s e s  p e r h a p s  s o o n e r  th a n  n e c e s s a r y  b e c a u s e  of p o o r  f in a n c ia l  p la n n in g . 

M any i n c u r r e d  h e av y  d e b ts  th ro u g h  u n w ise  buy ing  a n d  th e  o v e r - e x te n s io n  

of th e i r  c r e d i t s  a t  th e  lo c a l  s t o r e s .  T he fo llo w in g  a c tu a l  c a s e  s tu d y  

w ill i l l u s t r a t e  s o m e  o f th e  d e m o ra l iz in g  e f fe c ts  e x p e r ie n c e d  by m a n y  

A p a c h e  f a m i l ie s  th ro u g h  th e  e x c e s s iv e  u se  of c r e d i t  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  p u b lic  

w e lf a r e .  1

1. R e g r e t ta b ly ,  no  p e r  c a p i ta  o r  to ta l  a n n u a l e x p e n d itu re  
f ig u r e s  w e r e  a v a i la b le ,  bu t n e a r ly  a l l  b o a rd in g  s c h o o l c h i ld r e n  c a m e  
f ro m  w e lf a r e  r e c ip i e n t s .  E ld e r l y  fo lk s  w e r e  g e n e r a l ly  on  w e l f a r e .
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T h e  "A " fa m ily  w as  o n c e  f in a n c ia l ly  s o lv e n t . T h ey  h a n d le d  
m o s t  of th e i r  p u rc h a s in g  th ro u g h  one  o r two of th e  lo c a l  t r a d e r s  
who c o n v e n ie n tly  m a n a g e d  m o s t  of th e  f a m i ly 's  f in a n c ia l  a f f a i r s .  
M rs . "A " w e n t to  th e  t r a d e r s '  s t o r e s  a n d  bough t w h a t s h e  n e e d e d . 
W hen M r. "A " r e c e iv e d  h is  c a t t l e  c h e c k  tw ic e  e a c h  y e a r  h e  
s im p ly  w en t to  e a c h  t r a d e r  a n d  p a id  off h is  e n t i r e  b il l ,  s e ld o m  
fu lly  a w a re  of w h a t h is  m o n e y  w a s  s p e n t f o r .  He u s u a lly  w as 
a b le  to  c o v e r  th e  b il l  a n d  th a t  i s  a l l  th a t  c o n c e rn e d  h im . He 
f e l t  p r e t t y  good, in  fa c t , b e c a u s e  a t  t im e s  th e r e  w a s  so m e  c a s h  
le f t  o v e r  fo r  p o c k e t m o n ey , o r  p e r h a p s  fo r  a  new  c a r  o r  p ic k -u p . 
O c c a s io n a lly , w hen  M r. " A " 's  b il l  w as  v e r y  h ig h  a n d  th e r e  w as  
n o t g o ing  to  be  m u c h  p o c k e t m o n e y  to  be p ic k e d  up, h e  s im p ly  
in fo r m e d  th e  t r i b a l  o ff ic e  to  h a v e  h is  c h e c k  tu r n e d  o v e r  to th e  
s to r e s  ( th is  u s u a l ly  h a p p e n e d  w ith  a  b il l  a t  so m e  la r g e  s to r e  lik e  
th e  T r ib a l  S to re  a n d  in  th is  h e  d id  n o t h a v e  to  b o th e r  m a k in g  th e  
t r a n s a c t io n  h im s e lf ) .

T h e  "A " f a m ily  m a n a g e d  w e ll in  th is  u n til th e  p r i c e s  of c a t t l e  
d ro p p e d . T h e re  w as  a  d ro u g h t a n d  th e  s a le s  h a d  to  be  p o s tp o n e d . 
T hen  c a m e  th e  day w hen  M r. "A " c o u ld  no lo n g e r  p ay  off a s  m a n y  
of h is  b i l l s  a s  h e  h a d  b e fo re , an d  h is  c r e d i t  l im i t  w a s  s e v e r e ly  
c u r ta i le d .  T h is  p u t a  c r im p  in  th e  "A "  f a m i ly 's  s ty le ,  b e c a u s e  
th e y  w e re  u s e d  to  m u c h  f r e e r  sp en d in g , and  in  fa c t ,  i t  to o k  th e m  
so m e  t im e  to  a d ju s t  to  th e  s i tu a t io n .  Now th e y  h a d  a c c u m u la te d  
su c h  h e av y  b i l l s - - i n  c o m p a r is o n  to  th e i r  d e c r e a s e d  in c o m e - - 
th a t  th e  t r a d e r s  w e r e  f o r c e d  to  c u r t a i l  th e  "A " f a m i ly 's  c r e d i t  
m o re  an d  m o re ,  and  r e q u e s t e d  th a t  M r. " A " 's  in c o m e  c h e c k s  be 
w ith h e ld  f ro m  a n y  m e m b e r  o f th e  fa m ily  fo r  f e a r  th a t th e y  w o u ld  
be s p e n t b e fo re  s o m e  o f th e  b i l l s  w e re  p a id  o ff. F r o m  th is  t im e  
on, M r. "A " w a s  lu c k y  to  e v en  s e e  one of h is  in c o m e  c h e c k s , 
m u ch  le s s  h av in g  th e  p l e a s u r e  o f ow ning  i t  fo r  a  w h o le . T h is  
m a d e  h im  v e r y  b i t t e r .

A s  th e  y e a r s  p a s s e d ,  M r . " A " 's  fa m ily  g re w , a n d  h is  n e e d s  
i n c r e a s e d - - a s  d id  h is  b i l l s - - b u t  h is  in c o m e  f r o m  c a t t l e  d id  n o t. 
He w o rk e d  p a r t - t i m e  now  to  h e lp  o u t a b it  b u t th e r e  s im p ly  w a s  
n o t m u c h  w o rk  h e  c o u ld  do on th e  r e s e r v a t io n .  H is r e la t io n s h ip  
w ith  th e  t r a d e r s  w a s  no lo n g e r  v e r y  f r ie n d ly ,  a n d  h e  a n d  h is  w ife  
h a d  to  f ig h t fo r  e v e r y  p e n n y  of c r e d i t  th e y  c o u ld  g e t. S o m e tim e s  
th e y  ev en  t r i e d  t r a d in g  e ls e w h e re ,  b u t th e  o th e r  t r a d e r s  on  th e  
r e s e r v a t io n  knew  th e  "A " f a m i ly 's  s i tu a t io n  a n d  saw  th a t  th e y  
w e r e  p o o r  c r e d i t  r i s k s .  T h e ir  r e q u e s t s  w e re  g r a c e f u l ly  tu r n e d  
a s id e .
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T hen  M r. "A " lo s t  h is  p a r t - t i m e  jo b . I t s e e m e d  a s  i f  M r.
'A "  a n d  h is  f a m ily  w e r e  to  f a c e  s ta r v a t io n .  T he l i t t l e  h e lp  th e y  
f o r m e r ly  r e c e iv e d  f ro m  M r s .  ' A " 's  r e l a t i v e s  w a s  now tu r n e d  
dow n b e c a u s e  th e y  w e re  b e c o m in g  too m u c h  of a  b u rd e n  on  
th e m . T h e re  w e re  a r g u m e n ts  a n d  a  few  f ig h t s - - a n d  th a t  en d ed  
th a t .  M r. 'A "  c u r s e d  th e  s t in g in e s s  of M r s .  nA n ,s fo lk s  a n d  
th e  two f a m il ie s  r e f u s e d  to  s p e a k  to  one a n o th e r .  T h e  one w ho 
f e l t  w o r s t  of a l l  w as  M rs .  1 A " ,  w ho w as a s h a m e d  of th e i r  h e lp ­
l e s s n e s s  a n d  s o r r y  fo r  th e  r i f t  b e tw e e n  th e i r  f a m i l i e s .

M r . 1 A "  v e n te d  m o r e  of h is  a n g e r  on th e  t r a d e r s  who 
s to ic a l ly  r e c e iv e d  h is  a b u s e  bu t o f f e r e d  h im  no f u r th e r  c r e d i t .  
E a c h  knew  h e  h a d  a l r e a d y  g iv e n  in  to  M r. "A " m o r e  th a n  w a s  
goo d  fo r  e i th e r  p a r ty .  M r . "A " ev en  m a d e  a  p le a  to  th e  t r i b a l  
c o u n c il fo r  a  h o r s e  o r  a  t r a c t o r  so  h e  c o u ld  do so m e  fa rm in g  to  
h e lp  w ith  h is  f a m i ly 's  n e e d s  fo r  fo o d - - b u t  th e n  h e  a ls o  n e e d e d  
se e d , f e r t i l i z e r ,  e t c . , e tc .  T h e  c o u n c il  w a s  u n a b le  to  h e lp  h im . 
M r. "A " r e tu r n e d  h o m e  v e r y  d e je c te d , w o n d e rin g  w h a t goo d  th e  
c o u n c il w as  if  i t  c o u ld  n o t h e lp  h im .

M r. "A " f in a l ly  c a m e  to an  u l t im a tu m  a s  the  new  sc h o o l y e a r  
b e g an . T h e  c h i ld r e n  n e e d e d  new  s h o e s , d r e s s e s ,  le v is ,  j a c k e ts ,  
e tc .  a n d  th e  f a m ily  s im p ly  d id  n o t h a v e  th e  fu n d s  to  c o v e r  th e s e  
new  i t e m s .  M r. "A " in f o r m e d  M r s .  'A "  th a t  sh e  w o u ld  h a v e  to  
p a y  a  v i s i t  to  th e  W e lfa re  O ffice  an d  a s k  a t  l e a s t  fo r  new  c lo th e s .  
M rs .  "A " w as  n o t v e r y  h a p p y  a b o u t th is  b e c a u s e  sh e  h a d  h e a r d  
th a t  i t  w as  n o t e a s y  to  c o n v in c e  th a t  " w e lf a r e  la d y "  th a t  h e lp  w as 
n e e d e d - - a n d  b e s id e s ,  sh e  w a s  a  b i t  a s h a m e d  to  h a v e  to  s i t  w ith  
a l l  th o s e  o th e r  w o m e n  in  th e  w a itin g  ro o m , h e a r in g  th e i r  g o s s ip  
a b o u t o th e r s ,  a n d  know ing  th a t th e y  w ou ld  g o s s ip  a b o u t h e r  a s  
so o n  a s  sh e  h a d  g o n e . M r s .  "A " h a d  n e v e r  c a r e d  to  a s s o c ia te  
w ith  th e m  b e fo re , a n d  now  i t  s e e m e d  th e y  w e r e  a l l  in  th e  s a m e  
p re d ic a m e n t .

It w as  a  b it  of a  s t r u g g le - - w i th  th e  e m b a r r a s s m e n t s ,  th e  
la n g u a g e  p ro b le m s ,  a n d  a l l - - b u t  M r s .  "A " f in a l ly  m a n a g e d  to  
g e t so m e  h e lp  f ro m  w e lf a r e .  S he  e v en  m a n a g e d  to  g e t  a  c o u p le  
of th e  o ld e r  c h i ld r e n  o ff to  b o a rd in g  sc h o o l. T h e y  u s u a lly  k e p t 
th e  fo o d  b i l l s  so  h ig h  a n d  w e re  g e ttin g  a  b it  h a r d  to  h a n d le , a n y ­
w ay, sh e  th o u g h t. B ut M rs .  "A " w a s  s o r r y  to h a v e  to  s e n d  th e  
o ld e s t  g i r l  aw ay . S h e  h a d  b e c o m e  a  r e a l  c o m p a n io n  now  th a t  the  
fa m ily  w a s  no lo n g e r  on su c h  good  t e r m s  w ith  h e r  r e l a t i v e s .
M r. "A " a p p e a r e d  to  b e  g e ttin g  m o r e  an d  m o r e  d e sp o n d e n t, 
m o re  b i t t e r  a n d  q u ite  c o m p la in in g . He c o u ld  n o t f in d  a  jo b  a n d  
so o n  go t t i r e d  of s i t t in g  a ro u n d  th e  h o u se  l is te n in g  to  th e  c h i ld r e n
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m a k e  n o is e s  a n d  M rs .  " A " 's  in c e s s a n t  c h a t t e r .  He knew  sh e  
w a s  unhap p y  a b o u t th e  f ig h t w ith  h e r  r e l a t i v e s  a n d  h av in g  to  
a c c e p t  w e lf a r e ,  b u t th e r e  d id  n o t s e e m  to  b e  m u c h  h e  c o u ld  do 
ab o u t i t .  To h im , i t  s e e m e d  lik e  a  d i r ty  d e a l a l l  th e  w ay  
a ro u n d : no m o r e  h e rd ,  no jo b s ,  a n d  the  t r a d e r s  tu rn in g  th e i r  
b a c k s  w h e n e v e r  th e y  saw  h im  c o m in g . S o m e tim e s  i t  a l l  m a d e  
h im  so  m a d  a n d  d is g u s te d  th a t  h e  w o u ld  le a v e  h is  h o m e  a n d  go 
off to  v i s i t  w ith  s o m e  o f th e  o th e r  m e n  w ho w e r e  h a n g in g  a ro u n d  
lik e  h im . S om e of th e m  h a d  th e  s a m e  h a r d - lu c k  s to r i e s  h e  h a d  
to te l l ,  so  a t  l e a s t  th e y  w e re  s y m p a th e tic  c o m p a n y . O nce in  a  
w h ile  i f  an y o n e  h a d  a  few  e x t r a  b u c k s , th e y  e v en  w en t o v e r to  th e  
b o o t le g g e rs  a n d  b o u g h t a  few  b o t t le s  of " b r e w " .  I t  w a s  s o m e th in g  
to do, an y w ay .

T h e  fo llo w in g  y e a r  M r . "A " t r i e d  to  s e n d  off tw o m o r e  o f 
th e  o ld e r  c h i ld r e n  to  b o a rd in g  sc h o o l, bu t h e  w a s  to ld  th a t th e  
s c h o o ls  w e r e  a l l  f i l l e d  up. T h e s e  tw o now  h a d  to  go to  p u b lic  
s c h o o l. M rs .  "A " w a s  r e a l l y  g la d . She d id  n o t c a r e  to be 
s e p a r a te d  f ro m  h e r  c h i ld re n ,  e v en  th o u g h  M r. "A " d id  n o t s e e m  
to m in d  i t  in  th e  l e a s t .  D u rin g  th e  f i r s t  w e e k  of p u b lic  s c h o o l i t  
s e e m e d  a s  i f  e v e ry th in g  w a s  go ing  to  w o rk  ou t q u ite  w e ll, fo r  
th e  k id s  s e e m e d  to en jo y  th e i r  new  e x p e r ie n c e .  T h e  d e lig h t w a s  
s h o r t - l iv e d ,  h o w e v e r , fo r  one d ay  one  of th e  c h i ld r e n  b ro u g h t 
h o m e  a  b i l l  fo r  b o o k s  a n d  s u p p l ie s .  T h e  o th e r  s a id  h e  n e e d e d  
a  s p e c ia l  k in d  of gym  s h o e s .

T h e  c h i ld r e n  w e re  a f r a i d  to  go b a c k  to  s c h o o l w ith o u t th e  
m o n e y  so  th e y  s ta y e d  h o m e  fo r  th e  n e x t few  d a y s  w h ile  M r . "A " 
w en t to  s e e  th e  c h a i r m a n  of th e  e d u c a tio n  c o m m itte e  a n d  th e  
r e s e r v a t io n  p r in c ip a l .  H e d id  n o t t r u s t  h is  w ife  in  th is  im p o r ­
ta n t  m a t t e r ,  a n d  b e s id e s ,  h e  f e l t  i t  w as  ab o u t t im e  h e  g a v e  th o s e  
p e o p le  a  p ie c e  of h is  m in d  a n d  to ld  th e m  w h a t h e  th o u g h t of th e i r  
e d u c a tio n  p r o g r a m . H e d id , to o . He to ld  th e m  th a t  he  w a s  a  
h ig h  s c h o o l g ra d u a te .  He w a s  n o t u n e d u c a te d  lik e  " s o m e  of 
th e s e  In d ia n s  a ro u n d  h e r e " .  He e v e n  le a r n e d  a  t r a d e .  B ut 
w h a t good  d id  i t  do h im  ? He h a d  no jo b , no m o n e y . H is  w ife  
h a d  to  a s k  f o r  w e lf a r e .  H is c h i ld r e n  n e e d e d  new  c lo th e s ,  th e y  
w a n te d  m o re  m e a t  to  e a t - - a n d  th a t  p u b lic  s c h o o l h a d  th e  n e r v e  
to  a s k  h im  fo r  $12 fo r  b o o k s  a n d  $6 fo r  s p e c ia l  gym  s h o e s !
W hat k in d  o f a  gym  d id  th e y  h a v e  dow n th e r e ,  anyw ay , th a t  h is  
boy h a d  to  h a v e  s p e c ia l  s h o e s  to  w a lk  on  i t ?  T h a t m u s t  b e  fo r  
r i c h  p e o p le , fo r  w h ite  p e o p le  • W hat h a p p e n e d  to  o u r own h ig h  
s c h o o l?  E v e ry th in g  w a s  b e t te r  th e n .
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B ut M r. "A " d id  n o t r e t u r n  h o m e  d i s s a t i s f i e d .  T he c h a i r ­
m an  of th e  e d u c a tio n  c o m m it te e  ta lk e d  th e  c r e d i t  m a n a g e r  in to  
le tt in g  M r. 'A "  h a v e  en o u g h  c r e d i t  to  buy th e  gym  s h o e s  an d  
so m e  m o re  fo o d  b e s id e s ,  a n d  th e  r e s e r v a t io n  p r in c ip a l  c a l le d  
th e  p u b lic  sch o o l a n d  a sk ed , th e m  to  w a iv e  th e  c o s ts  of th e  b o o k s . 
T h ey  r e lu c ta n t ly  c o m p lie d . D u rin g  th e  n e x t few  m o n th s  w hen 
M r. "A " r e c e iv e d  a  d iv id e n d  c h e c k  fo r  so m e  s p e c ia l  V . A . 
b e n e f its , he  and  M r s .  'A "  k e p t i t  a  s e c r e t  e v en  f ro m  th e i r  
f r ie n d s ,  and  th e n  w e n t o u t a n d  s p e n t  i t  a s  th e y  p le a s e d .  I t w as 
a  long  t im e  s in c e  th e y  h a d  h a d  th e  p le a s u r e  of su ch  f r e e d o m .
T he c r e d i to r s  c o u ld  " s c r a t c h  fo r  th e  m o n ey "  f o r  b i l ls  a s  f a r  
a s  M r. "A " w a s  c o n c e rn e d . T h ey  c o n tr o l le d  a l l  of h is  c a t t le  
in c o m e  by now , an y w ay , h e  la m e n te d .

M r. "A " a n d  h is  f r i e n d s  c o m p la in e d  v e h e m e n tly  w hen th e  
t r i b a l  c o u n c il t r i e d  to  p a s s  a  b i l l  f o r  in c o m e  ta x e s  on c a t t le  
s a le s ,  b u t i t  w e n t th ro u g h . S om e p o l i t i c a l  m a c h in e , th a t  c o u n c il , 
M r. "A " a n d  h is  f r ie n d s  th o u g h t. T h e r e  w a s  no d o u b t in  th e i r  
m in d s  th a t  i t  w a s  in  c a h o o ts  w ith  th e  t r a d in g  e n t e r p r i s e s  a n d  
th e  p u b lic  s c h o o ls  to  e x p lo it  u n fo r tu n a te  In d ia n s  l ik e  th e m s e lv e s .  
T hey  a g r e e d  s u c h  th in g s  d e s e r v e d  a s  l i t t l e  of th e i r  s u p p o r t  a s  
p o s s ib le  ( ta k e n  f ro m  P a r m e e  1 9 5 9 - 1 9 6 lc :  1 1 -1 7 ).

T h e  a b i l i ty  to  p la n  an  e f f ic ie n t  f a m ily  b u d g e t i s  no t an  in h e r e n t  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  am o n g  an y  p e o p le . I t  i s  a  le a r n e d  b e h a v io r , an d  m a n y  

p e o p le  th e  w o r ld  o v e r ,  e v en  in  c o u n t r ie s  w h e re  th r i f t  i s  a  m a t te r  of 

n a t io n a l  p r id e ,  f in d  i t  d if f ic u l t  to  e f fe c t iv e ly  a s s im i l a t e  th is  b e h a v io r .  

So m u c h  m o r e  d if f ic u l t  w a s  i t  th e n  fo r  A p a c h e s , w ho, l e s s  th a n  fo u r  

g e n e r a t io n s  ago , " . . . h a d  b e en  a  s u b s i s t e n c e - o r i e n te d  g ro u p , o p e r a t ­

ing on a  s e a s o n a l  b a s is ,  p la c in g  l i t t l e  v a lu e  on  th r i f t  o r  on  s u s ta in e d  

la b o r  th ro u g h o u t th e  y e a r .  . . " a f t e r  w h ic h  " . . . b e in g  p la c e d  on th e  

r e s e r v a t io n ,  m o s t  of th e  In d ia n s  l iv e d  a lm o s t  t h i r ty  y e a r s  on r a t io n s  

p ro v id e d  by th e  U n ited  S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t"  (G e tty  1 9 6 1 -6 2 : 185).
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W hen, in  a d d itio n , o n e  c o n s id e r s  th e  t r a d i t io n  o f e c o n o m ic  

in te r  -d e p e n d e n c e  w ith in  e x te n d e d  fa m ily  an d  c la n  r e la t io n s  ( s e e  p a g e s  

3 6 -3 9 ), an d  th e  a p p a r e n t  a b s e n c e  of o p p o r tu n i t ie s  to  l e a r n  a b o u t new  

fo rm s  of f a m ily  e c o n o m ic s , i t  i s  of l i t t l e  w o n d er th a t  m a n y  A p a c h e s  

w e re  in e x p e r ie n c e d  in  th e  a r t  of b u d g e tin g . C o u p led  w ith  g e n e r a l ly  

low in c o m e s  a n d  la r g e  n u m b e r s  of c h i ld re n ,  s u c h  c o n d itio n s  c a u s e d  

m a n y  A p a ch e  f a m i l ie s  to  be h a r d  p r e s s e d  fo r  s c h o o l c lo th e s ,  b o oks 

an d  s u p p lie s ,  a n d  a d e q u a te  h o u s e h o ld  f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  h o m e w o rk -b e a r in g  

c h i ld re n .  I t  s e e m s  a l to g e th e r  p o s s ib le  th a t  e x is t in g  w e lf a r e  s e r v ic e s  

on  th e  S an  C a r lo s  R e s e r v a t io n  m a y  p e r p e tu a te  th e  eco n o m ic  d e p e n d e n c y  

of A p a ch e  f a m i l ie s  u n le s s  c h a n g e s  a r e  m a d e  in  so m e  of i t s  fu n d a m e n ta l  

p r a c t i c e s .

E f fe c ts  of th e  B re a k d o w n  in  T r a d i t io n a l  A p a c h e  F a m ily  R e l a ­

t io n s  on E d u c a tio n  a n d  th e  R a is in g  o f C h ild re n . - - In  C h a p te r  II  th e  s ig ­

n if ic a n c e  of th e  t r a d i t io n a l  A p a c h e  g o ta h  s y s te m  of f a m ily  a u th o r i ty  a n d  

in te r  -d e p e n d e n c y  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  d is c u s s e d  a t  so m e  le n g th . T h e  p r e s ­

en t d is in te g r a t io n  of th is  s o c io - e c o n o m ic  in s t i tu t io n  w a s  e v id e n c e d  by 

th e  l i t e r a t u r e  (K au t 1957: 84; M a r in s e k  I9 6 0 : 3 7 -3 8 ) a n d  i l l u s t r a t e d  by 

so m e  of th e  d a ta  r e g a r d in g  f a m ily  e c o n o m ic s  ( th e  c a s e  o f th e  "A " 

fa m ily ) . In a d d itio n  to  th e  o b v io u s  m a t e r i a l  e f fe c ts  p ro d u c e d  by s u c h  

c h a n g e s , i t  w as  a p p a r e n t  f ro m  m u c h  of th e  in te rv ie w  d a ta  th a t  A p a ch e  

m e th o d s  of c h i l d - r e a r i n g - - p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  th e  te e n - a g e  l e v e l - - h a d  

c h a n g e d  c o n s id e r a b ly  in  fo r m , if  n o t in  fu n c tio n .
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It w a s  in te r e s t in g  to  n o te  th a t  w h ile  A p a c h e  p a r e n t s  f r e q u e n t ly  

c r i t i c i z e d  t e a c h e r s  a n d  s c h o o l o f f ic ia ls  fo r  r e p r im a n d in g  A p a c h e  

c h i ld re n  in  c l a s s ,  m a n y  of th e  s a m e  p a r e n ts  u s e d  a lm o s t  id e n t ic a l  

m e th o d s  of d is c ip l in e ;  n o t w ith in  th e  t r a d i t io n a l  s e t t in g  of th e  g o ta h  o r  

h o u seh o ld , b u t in  th e  s e t t in g  of th e  t r i b a l  c o u r t  s y s te m  m o d e le d  a f te r  

A n g lo -A m e r ic a n  p a t t e r n s  o f ju r i s p r u d e n c e .  I t  w a s  n o t u n co m m o n  fo r  

a  p a r e n t  e x p e r ie n c in g  d if f ic u l ty  in  d is c ip l in in g  a  te e n - a g e  c h ild , to  c a l l  

upon  th e  t r i b a l  c o u r t  to  d e a l f i r m ly  w ith  th e  y o u th , e v en  i f  i t  m e a n t  

i s s u in g  a  j a i l  t e r m .  T h e  ju d g e  w o u ld  c o m p ly , th e n  w h en  i t  w as  th o u g h t 

th a t  th e  c h ild  h a d  s e r v e d  long  enough  to  h a v e  " le a r n e d  a  le s s o n " ,  he  

w as r e l e a s e d  in to  th e  c u s to d y  of h is  p a r e n t s  ( P a r m e e  1 9 5 9 -1 9 6 1 a : 80, 

82).

T h e  t r a d i t io n a l  e le m e n t  of p u b lic  r id ic u le  e n te r e d  in to  th is  

p ic tu r e  a t  th e  ju v e n ile  c o u r t  h e a r in g ,  w h en  p a r e n ts  of a c c u s e d  c h i ld r e n  

w e re  a s k e d  to t e s t i f y  a g a in s t  th e m  b e fo re  th e  e n t i r e  c o u r tro o m  a s s e m ­

b lag e , in c lu d in g  ju d g e s , p o l ic e  o f f ic e r s ,  a n d  o th e r  a r r e s t e d  y o u th s  a n d  

th e i r  p a r e n t s .  T h e  fo llo w in g  a c tu a l  c o u r t  in c id e n t  w ill  h e lp  to  i l l u s t r a t e  

th is  fo rm  of b e h a v io r :

T he  m o th e r  w a s  a s k e d  to  t e s t i f y  a g a in s t  h e r  d a u g h te r s .
T h is  sh e  d id  w ith  no  r e s t r a i n t .  I do n o t know  w h a t sh e  s a id  
bu t f r e q u e n t ly  th e  tw o g i r l s  w o u ld  g la n c e  a t  th e i r  m o th e r  w ith  
r a t h e r  h u r t  e x p r e s s io n s  on th e i r  f a c e s ,  a n d  o n ce  in  a  w h ile  
th e y  w o u ld  lo o k  a t  th e  f lo o r  a n d  sh a k e  th e i r  h e a d s  n e g a tiv e ly .
B o th  g i r l s  w e re  q u ite  n e rv o u s  a n d  one w as  on th e  v e r g e  of 
c ry in g , b u t sh e  t r i e d  h a r d  n o t to .
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B oth  w e r e  n e a tly  d r e s s e d  a n d  s a t  c lo s e  to  one a n o th e r .
W hen th e  s e n te n c e  w a s  p a s s e d ,  th e  one g i r l  n e a r ly  b u r s t  in to  
t e a r s ,  b u t a f te r  a  few  w o rd s  f ro m  h e r  s i s t e r  (who s e e m e d  o ld e r )  
sh e  s u b s id e d . A t o n e  t im e  th e  o ld e r  s i s t e r  e v en  m a d e  th e  y o u n g e r 
o n e  s m i le .  T h e r e  w a s  o b v io u s  c o m ra d e s h ip  h e r e  a n d  m u tu a l 
s u p p o r t .

A f te r  g iv in g  te s t im o n y , th e  m o th e r  s im p ly  tu r n e d  h e r  b a c k  
on th e  tw o g i r l s  a n d  w a lk e d  ou t th e  d o o r . T h ey  lo o k e d  a f te r  h e r  
w ith  b la n k  e x p r e s s io n s .  T hen , a f t e r  th e  h e a r in g  th e  g i r l s  w a lk e d  
aw ay  to w a rd s  th e  p r i s o n  to g e th e r ,  a r m - i n - a r m  ( P a r m e e  1 9 5 9 - 
1961a: 83).

P a r e n t a l  r e j e c t i o n  of th e  tw o s i s t e r s  w a s  e v id e n t in  th e  a b o v e  

c a s e ,  b u t i t  a p p e a r e d  to  be o f f - s e t  so m e w h a t by  s ib lin g  " e s p r i t  de  

c o r p s " .  In s o m e  c a s e s ,  h o w e v e r , th e  p a r e n t s  s e e m e d  a lm o s t  v e n g e fu l 

by th e  s e v e r i ty  of t h e i r  t e s t im o n ie s .  A s  one A p a c h e  c o u r t  e m p lo y e e  

p u t i t :

O ften  w hen  th e  m o th e r  c o m e s  in to  c o u r t  to  t e s t i f y  a g a in s t  
h e r  d a u g h te r , s h e  t r i e s  to  b e  m e a n  and  s a y s  a l l  s o r t s  of th in g s  
so  h e r  d a u g h te r  w o n 't  d is o b e y  a g a in . T h is  m o rn in g , th a t  
m o th e r  to ld  th e  ju d g e  a l l  of h e r  d a u g h te r 's  p r iv a te  a f f a i r s ;  
w h a t b o y fr ie n d s  sh e  had , how  s h e  a c ts ,  an d  a l l  k in d a  th in g s  
lik e  th a t  in  o r d e r  to  e m b a r r a s s  th e  g i r l .  T h a t 's  n o t r ig h t .
T h o se  a r e  p r iv a te  m a t t e r s .  T h o se  a r e  f a m ily  m a t t e r s  w h ich  
sh o u ld  n o t be  d i s c u s s e d  h e r e  in  c o u r t  in  f r o n t  of a l l  th e s e  
p e o p le . T h e  d a u g h te r  t r i e s  h a r d  n o t to  c r y  th o u g h  ( P a r m e e  
1 9 5 9 -1 9 6 la :  84).

A p a c h e  c o u r t  d is c ip l in e  w a s  a l s o  u s e d  fo r  d r o p - o u ts  a n d  fo r  

c h i ld re n  d e lin q u e n t in  s c h o o l. In fa c t ,  d u r in g  th e  s p r in g  of 1959, w hen  

te e n - a g e  d ro p - o u ts  h a d  b e c o m e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  p r e v a le n t ,  th e  t r i b a l  e d u ­

c a tio n  c o m m itte e  a g r e e d  to  p la c e  th e  fu l l  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r  th is  p r o b ­

lem  in  th e  h a n d s  of th e  t r i b a l  ju d g e , w ho p ro m p tly  a n n o u n c e d  th a t  he  

w o u ld  p u t th e  p a r e n ts  a s  w e ll  a s  th e  s tu d e n ts  in  j a i l  i f  th e y  r e f u s e d  to
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c o m p ly  w ith  sc h o o l a t te n d a n c e  r e g u la t io n s  ( P a r m e e  1 9 5 9 - 1 9 6 la :  7 1 -7 4 ) .

O p in io n s  r e g a r d in g  th e  c o n s t r u c t iv e  e f fe c t iv e n e s s  of th is  

s y s te m  of d is c ip l in e  v a r i e d  g r e a t ly  a t  th e  t im e . S om e A p a c h e  le a d e r s  

a g re e d  w ith  i t  w h o le -h e a r te d ly ,  a s  th e  d e c is io n  of th e  e d u c a tio n  

c o m m itte e  in d ic a te d .  M o st A n g lo s  f e l t  i t  w as  a  c r u e l  a n d  r a th e r  

u n c o n s tru c t iv e  w ay  to  d e a l  w ith  a d o le s c e n ts ,  p r e d ic t in g  th a t  i t  w o u ld  

hav e  s e r io u s  h a rm fu l  e f fe c ts  on  th e i r  p e r s o n a l i t i e s .  *

T h is  l a s t  v iew  a p p e a r e d  q u ite  p la u s ib le ,  w hen  c o n s id e r in g  th e  

m a n y  ju v e n ile  c a s e s  in  w h ich  i t  w as  e v id e n t th a t  c u r r e n t  v a lu e s ,  

b e h a v io r  p a t t e r n s ,  a n d  in s t i tu t io n s  h a d  f a i le d  to  a d e q u a te ly  r e p la c e  

th e ir  e a r l i e r  t r a d i t io n a l  f o r m s ;  f a i l e d  fo r  p a r e n ts  a s  w e ll  a s  c h i ld re n ,  

but p r im a r i l y  fo r  th e  c h i ld r e n  who w e r e  e x p e c te d  to  e n d u re  th e s e  c o n ­

f l i c t s  a n d  s t i l l  r e t u r n  to  s c h o o l e a c h  day  w ith  m in d s  a t  e a s e , e a g e r  to  

a s s im i la te  th e  te a c h in g s  of an  a l ie n  c u l tu r e .

T e e n -A g e  P r o b le m s  S te m m in g  
f ro m  th e  E d u c a tio n  P r o g r a m  * 1

In a d e q u a te  A c a d e m ic  P r e p a r a t io n  a t  th e  P r i m a r y  G ra d e  L e v e ls .  - -

A s  a  s ta r t in g  p o in t fo r  th e  d is c u s s io n  o f th is  to p ic , th e  a u th o r  a g a in  c i te s

th e  w o rd s  of th e  r e c e n t  f o r m e r  c h a i r m a n  of th e  San C a r lo s  A p a c h e  T r ib e :

. . .  I  s u s p e c t  o u r s c h o o ls  a r e  n o t b eg in n in g  to  ta c k le  a d e q u a te ly  
th e  b a s ic  d i f f ic u l t ie s  of la n g u a g e - - th e  s im p le  p ro b le m  of c o m m u ­
n ic a t io n - - o f  u n d e rs ta n d in g  a n d  b e in g  u n d e r s to o d - -w h ic h  c o n f ro n ts

1. O p in io n s  e x p r e s s e d  p r i m a r i l y  by s c h o o l a d m in i s t r a to r s  an d  
th e  lo c a l w e lfa re  w o r k e r .  ^
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on a l l  s id e s ,  th e  n o n - a c c u l tu r a te d  In d ian  c h ild  a s  he  g e ts  
f u r th e r  a lo n g  in  sc h o o l w h e re  b o th  id e a s  a n d  v o c a b u la ry  
b e c o m e  in c r e a s in g ly  c o m p le x . I s u s p e c t  th a t  th is  f a i lu r e  to  
c o m p re h e n d  on th e  p a r t  of th e  In d ia n  c h ild  a c c o u n ts  in  l a r g e  
m e a s u r e  fo r  th e  le s s e n in g  o f i n t e r e s t  and  e n th u s ia s m  f o r  
s ch o o l, w h ich  I  am  to ld  b e g in s  fo r  In d ian  c h i ld re n  a lo n g  a b o u t 
th e  f if th  g ra d e  (W e sle y  1961: 4 ).

T h e  f in d in g s  of th is  s tu d y  in d e e d  b e a r  ou t th e  s u s p ic io n s  o f 

W es le y  q u o te d  ab o v e . W ith  th e  p r o je c t  o ff ic e  lo c a te d  a t  th e  S an  C a r lo s  

f e d e r a l  day  sc h o o l fo r  s e v e r a l  m o n th s , th e  a u th o r  h a d  m an y  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  

to  o b s e r v e  th e  m e th o d s  u s e d  in  te a c h in g  A p a c h e  e le m e n ta r y  s tu d e n ts .

A ll of th e  te a c h e r s  a t  th a t  t im e , e v e n  th e  m o s t  d e d ic a te d  o n e s , la c k e d  

s p e c ia l  la n g u a g e  t r a in in g  to  a id  th e i r  A p a c h e -s p e a k in g  p u p i ls .  E v e n  

th o se  te a c h e r s  w o rk in g  w ith  th e  B e g in n e r s 1 c l a s s e s  (in  w h ic h  n e a r ly  

e v e r y  e n r o l le d  p u p il knew  a lm o s t  no E n g l is h  a t  th e  s t a r t )  a d m it te d  th a t  

w h a t th e y  th e m s e lv e s  la c k e d  in  t r a in in g ,  th e y  h a d  to  m a k e  do w ith  

in g e n u ity . T e a c h e r s ' m e e t in g s  w e r e  se ld o m  h e ld  a n d  v i r tu a l ly  no 

a s s i s t a n c e  w a s  g iv e n  to  th e  t e a c h e r s  d u r in g  th e  s c h o o l y e a r .

A s  th e  y o u n g e s t A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  m o v e d  f ro m  g ra d e  to  g ra d e , 

th e i r  d if f ic u l t ie s  w ith  la n g u a g e  co m p o u n d ed  a s  th e  w o rk  b e c a m e  m o r e  

d e m a n d in g . C o m p e tit io n  a t  th e  In d ia n  s c h o o ls  w a s  r e l a t iv e ly  lig h t, 

h o w e v e r , s in c e  m o s t  of the  t e a c h e r s  w e r e  ta u g h t th a t  In d ia n s  d is l ik e d  

c o m p e titio n , a lth o u g h  o c c a s io n a l ly  f a v o r s  o r p r i z e s  w e r e  w on by h ig h  

a c h ie v e r s .  Low  a c h ie v e r s  w e r e  m a d e  to  fe e l  a s  g ood  a s  th e  r e s t  e v en  

though  th e  te a c h e r  h a d  l i t t l e  t im e  to  sp e n d  g iv in g  th e m  r e m e d ia l  w o rk .
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S o m e te a c h e r s  s o lv e d  th e  p ro b le m  by d iv id in g  up th e  c l a s s e s

in to  v a r io u s  a b i l i ty  g ro u p s  fo r  re a d in g , a r i th m e t ic ,  a n d  o th e r  s u b je c ts .

In one  of the  c l a s s e s  w h e re  th is  a u th o r  d id  so m e  s u b s t i tu te  te a c h in g ,

th e r e  w e re  no l e s s  th a n  f iv e  su c h  g ro u p s  fo r  r e a d in g  a n d  a r i th m e t ic .

I t  w a s  e x tr e m e ly  d if f ic u l t  to  k e e p  fo u r  of th e  g ro u p s  a c t iv e ly  w o rk in g

w h ile  te s t in g  th e  r e c i t a t io n  of th e  f i f th  g ro u p . M any w e re  le f t  to  id le

aw ay  th e i r  t im e  a f te r  c o m p le tin g  d e s k  a s s ig n m e n ts .  S ta te m e n ts  m a d e

by th e  r e s e r v a t io n  p r in c ip a l  a t  th a t  t im e  s u p p o r te d  th e s e  o b s e r v a t io n s :

. . . so m e  of th is  la c k  of i n t e r e s t  a n d  p r o g r e s s  in  le a rn in g  i s  
d e f in i te ly  th e  t e a c h e r s 1 f a u l t .  E v e r y  t im e  1 w a lk  in to  a  c l a s s  
up h e r e - - a n d  1 do m e a n  i t  h a s  b e en  th e  s a m e  e v e r y  s in g le  t im e -  - 
I  c o m e  in  a n d  f in d  a t  l e a s t  50% o f th e  s tu d e n ts  d ra w in g  p ic tu r e s  
o r  ju s t  w a s tin g  t im e .  A nd I 'v e  don e  th is  d o z en s  of t im e s ,  a n d  
i t  h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  th e  s a m e . I th in k  a  lo t  o f th o s e  k id s  a r e  
ju s t  p a s s in g  th e  t im e  o f d ay  ( P a r m e e  1 9 5 9 -1 9 6 1 a : 188).

C h a rg e s  and  c o u n te r - c h a r g e s  k e p t sh if t in g  th e  b la m e  fo r  th e  

slow  a c a d e m ic  p r o g r e s s  of A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  in  th e  r e s e r v a t io n  day  

s c h o o ls .  T e a c h e r s  b la m e d  i t  on th e  la c k  of p r o p e r  te a c h in g  a id s  a n d  

c l a s s e s  th a t  w e re  to o  l a r g e  fo r  th e  a m o u n t of r e m e d ia l  w o rk  n e e d e d  by 

the  s tu d e n ts .  * A n o th e r  BIA  e d u c a to r  of r a n k  r e tu r n e d  m u c h  of th e  f a u l t  

to th e  te a c h e r s ,  so m e  o f w hom , h e  s a id  h a d  a  " v e r y  p o o r"  k n o w led g e  

of c o r r e c t  E n g l is h .  To c o n f irm  h is  a rg u m e n t, h e  r e c a l l e d  w a tch in g  

o n e  te a c h e r  m a k e  g r a m m a t ic a l  e r r o r s  in  no l e s s  th a n  e ig h t o u t of te n

1. A t San  C a r lo s  D ay S ch o o l th e  c l a s s e s  a v e r a g e d  b e tw e e n  
25 a n d  35 s tu d e n ts  in  I9 6 0 .
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s e n te n c e s  th a t  h a d  b e e n  w r i t t e n  on th e  b la c k b o a rd  fo r  s tu d e n ts  to  copy  

( P a r m e e  1 9 5 9 -1 9 6 la :  187).

To w h a t e x te n t w e re  A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  e n te r in g  th e  p u b lic  s c h o o ls  

a f te r  th e  fo u r th  g ra d e  a c tu a l ly  r e t a r d e d ?  A  G lobe g r a m m e r  s c h o o l 

o f f ic ia l  s ta te d  th a t  m o s t  e n te r in g  A p a c h e  p u p ils  w e re  i l l  p r e p a r e d  fo r  

p u b lic  s c h o o l w o rk . T h e ir  k n o w led g e  of E n g l is h  w a s  so  p o o r  th a t  i t  

w as  d if f ic u l t  to  te a c h  th e m  an y th in g  new . A lth o u g h  r e m e d ia l  re a d in g  

c o u r s e s  w e re  o f f e re d  in  th e  G lobe a n d  F t .  T h o m a s  s c h o o ls , m a n y  

A p a c h e s  a p p a r e n t ly  r e f u s e d  to  ta k e  a d v a n ta g e  of th e m  ( P a r m e e  1959- 

1961a: 196).

T h e  in a d e q u a te  p r e p a r a t io n  of A p a c h e  te e n - a g e  s tu d e n ts  in  th e  

h ig h e r  g ra d e  le v e ls  w a s  e v id e n t to  so m e  d e g re e  f r o m  th e i r  low  g r a d e -  

p o in t  a v e r a g e s  a n d  th e  e x te n t  of th e  a g e - g r a d e  lag  in  g r a d e s  4 th ro u g h  

12. O ne f u r th e r  a t te m p t  w a s  m a d e  in  1961 to  t e s t  th e  v a l id i ty  of th e s e  

f in d in g s  a f te r  th e  p r o j e c t  s ta f f  f e l l  h e i r  to  a c o n s id e r a b le  body of 

m a te r i a l s  f ro m  one  of th e  f e d e r a l  r e s e r v a t io n  s c h o o l fo u r th  g ra d e  

c la s s e s ,  th a t  c o n s i s te d  of th e  pup ils*  e n t i r e  y e a r 's  w o rk  in  a r t ,  

m a th e m a t ic s ,  sp e ll in g , th e m e  w rit in g , E n g l is h  g r a m m a r ,  g e o g ra p h y , 

and  s c ie n c e .

T h is  m a te r i a l  w as  b ro u g h t fo r  a n a ly s is  a n d  a p p r a i s a l  to  th e  

1961 W o rk sh o p  fo r  T e a c h e r s  of B ilin g u a l S tu d e n ts , a t  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  of 

A r iz o n a .  T h r e e  p u b lic  s c h o o l t e a c h e r s  of th e  i n te r m e d ia r y  g r a d e  le v e l  

(g r a d e s  4 -6 )  sp e n t s e v e r a l  h o u r s  re v ie w in g  th e  w o rk  o f e v e r y  p u p il, a n d



c a m e  up w ith  th e  fo llo w in g  c o n c lu s io n s  c o n c e rn in g  b o th  th e  e x te n t of 

th e  s tu d e n ts ' s c h o la s t ic  p r o g r e s s ,  a n d  th e  n a tu r e  of th e  t e a c h e r 's  

te c h n iq u e s  fo r  in s t r u c t io n .

1. T h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  of th e  c l a s s :

a . T he s tu d e n ts  w ith  th e  lo w e s t a c h ie v e m e n t  t e s t  s c o r e s  

a p p e a re d  to  be " d o w n -r ig h t  i l l i t e r a t e " ,  re s p o n d in g  in  a  m a n n e r  th a t  w as  

" fa r  be low  th e  f o u r th  g ra d e  le v e l" .

b. T h o se  s tu d e n ts  w ith  th e  h ig h e s t  a c h ie v e m e n t  t e s t  

s c o r e s  p ro d u c e d  w o rk  th a t m ig h t be c o n s id e r e d  to  be on a  p a r  w ith  

a v e r a g e  n o n -In d ia n  p u b lic  s c h o o l s tu d e n ts ,  bu t th e y  w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  

fin d  i t  d if f ic u l t  to  c o m p e te  in  n e x t y e a r 's  f i f th  g r a d e  p u b lic  s c h o o l c l a s s ,  

w h e re  th e  c o m p e ti t io n  w o u ld  b e  g r e a t e r  an d  th e  w o rk  s o m e w h a t m o r e  

a d v a n c e d .

c . M any  o f th e  m id d le - r a n k in g  s tu d e n ts  o f th is  c l a s s  d id  

w o rk  th a t  w as  f a r  be low  th e  n o r m a l  fo u r th  g ra d e  le v e l ,  e s p e c ia l ly  in  

E n g lis h  a n d  m a th e m a t ic s .  S o m e  of th e i r  w o rk  in d ic a te d  o n ly  a  f i r s t  

g r a d e  a r i th m e t ic  c o n c e p t  le v e l .

d . M uch of th e  w o rk  o f th e  c l a s s  sh o w ed  " g r e a t  n u m b e rs  

of e r r o r s ,  w h ic h  in d ic a te d  e i th e r  a  r e a l  la c k  of u n d e rs ta n d in g  of fu n d a ­

m e n ta l  c o n c e p ts , o r  c a r e l e s s n e s s  f r o m  p o o r m o tiv a tio n , o r b o th " .

M any of th e  p u p ils  " o b v io u s ly  d id  n o t c o m p re h e n d  o r t r y  to fo llo w  th e
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te a c h e r 's  in s t r u c t io n s  on w o rk  s h e e ts  a n d  t e s t s " .
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e . A c c o rd in g  to  th e  s ta n d a r d  p e r f o r m a n c e  in d ic a te d  by 

th e s e  m a te r i a l s ,  th e  e v a lu a tio n  c o m m it te e  d e c id e d  th a t  th e  c l a s s  a s  a  

w h o le  w as  " p o o r ly  p r e p a r e d  fo r  f if th  g r a d e  p u b lic  sch o o l w o rk " .

2. A n e v a lu a tio n  of th e  t e a c h e r 's  te c h n iq u e s :

T h e  p a n e l  of th r e e  p u b lic  s c h o o l t e a c h e r s  a d m it te d  th a t  

th e y  w e re  being  h ig h ly  c r i t i c a l  of th e  t e a c h e r 's  te c h n iq u e s , by b a s in g  

th e i r  ju d g m e n t on th e  r e c o m m e n d e d  s ta n d a rd s  of te a c h in g , w h ic h  a r e  

fo r  a n y  te a c h e r ,  d if f ic u l t  to  fo llo w  p r e c i s e ly .  T h ey  a ls o  a d m it te d  th a t  

th is  w as  n o t e n t i r e ly  an  e q u ita b le  a p p r a i s a l  b e c a u s e  i t  w as  b a s e d  

p r im a r i ly  on th e  w r i t t e n  w o rk  in  c l a s s  on ly , a n d  n o t on th e  o r a l  a n d  

i l l u s t r a t i v e  w o rk  th a t  p r e s u m a b ly  c o m p le m e n te d  th e  f o r m e r  in  th e  c l a s s ­

ro o m . In s p i te  of th e s e  s h o r tc o m in g s ,  so m e  in te r e s t in g  in s ig h ts  w e re  

r e v e a le d  by th e  p a n e l.

a . Ju d g in g  by th e  w r i t t e n  m a te r i a l  th a t  w as  p r e s e n te d  to  

the  c l a s s  th ro u g h o u t th e  y e a r ,  th e  t e a c h e r  s e e m e d  to  be " lo s t ,  g ro p in g  

a ro u n d , an d  h av in g  g r e a t  d if f ic u l ty  in  co p in g  w ith  h is  p u p i l s ' a c a d e m ic  

p r o b le m s " .

b . H is m e th o d s  s e e m e d  in c o n s is te n t ,  u n im a g in a tiv e , an d  

o fte n  c o n fu s in g  to  th e  p u p il:  on th e  w h o le , p o o r  p la n n in g  w as  e v id e n t .

c . N one o f th e  t e s t s  o r  p a p e r s  sh o w ed  an y  c o r r e c t io n s  of 

th e  e r r o r s  th a t  w e r e  m a d e  in  g r e a t  n u m b e r s .

d . S o m e of th e  t e s t s  th a t  w e re  g iv e n  to  th e  p u p ils  c o n ­

ta in e d  la n g u a g e  e r r o r s  th a t  w e r e  m a d e  by th e  t e a c h e r .  O n th e  w h o le .
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th e  w o rk  th a t  th e  t e a c h e r  h a d  p r e p a r e d  fo r  h is  c l a s s  w a s  s lo p p y .

e . No a p p a r e n t  a t te m p t  h a d  b een  m a d e  by  th e  t e a c h e r  to  

in s i s t  on fo llo w in g  i n s t r  a c t i o n s - - o r  i f  h e  d id , th e r e  w as  no n o t ic e a b le  

im p ro v e m e n t  th ro u g h o u t th e  y e a r .

f. M any of the  w o rk  s h e e ts  th a t  w e re  m a d e  up fo r  th e  

c la s s  w e re  so  p o o r ly  w o rd e d  th a t  th e i r  in s t r u c t io n s  w e re  u n c le a r .

g . A c c o rd in g  to  th e  a v a i la b le  m a te r i a l ,  no a p p a r e n t  e f f o r t  

w as m a d e  on th e  p a r t  of th e  t e a c h e r  to  e n c o u ra g e  h is  p u p ils  to  e x p r e s s  

th e m s e lv e s  in  t e r m s  of e le m e n ts  f ro m  th e i r  ow n c u l tu r a l  b a c k g ro u n d .

F r o m  th e s e  s ta te m e n ts ,  m a d e  by e x p e r ie n c e d  t e a c h e r s  o f th e  

fo u r th  g ra d e  le v e l , one  c o u ld  c o n c lu d e  th a t  th is  p a r t i c u l a r  c l a s s  of 

p u p ils  w a s  p o o r ly  p r e p a r e d  to  m e e t  th e  d e m a n d s  of th e  in te g r a te d  c l a s s  

in  p u b lic  s c h o o l th e  fo llo w in g  y e a r .  By th e  e n d  of th e  y e a r ,  m a n y  w e re  

not e v en  c a p a b le  of do ing  fo u r th  g r a d e  w o rk  a n d  th e i r  te a c h e r  w as  

a p p a r e n t ly  u n ab le  to  c o p e  w ith  th e  s e r io u s  p ro b le m  of a c a d e m ic  r e t a r d a ­

tio n  th a t  f a c e d  h im . T he o u tlo o k  1 fo r  h is  p u p i ls ' s u c c e s s  in  th e  h ig h e r  

g r a d e  le v e ls  a p p e a r e d  r a t h e r  d im , in d e e d .

In a d e q u a c ie s  in  th e  E d u c a tio n  P r o g r a m  fo r  th e  N e e d s  of A p a c h e  

S tu d e n ts  a t  th e  J u n io r  a n d  S e n io r  H igh S choo l L e v e ls .  -  -A s  c a n  be s e e n  

f ro m  th e  e n ro l lm e n t  f ig u r e s  p r e s e n te d  e a r l i e r  in  th is  r e p o r t ,  th e  BIA 

San C a r lo s  A g en cy  w a s  in c r e a s in g ly  s u c c e s s f u l  in  i t s  e f f o r t s  to  e n r o l l  

A p a c h e s  in  b o a rd in g  s c h o o l. B e tw e e n  1958 a n d  1961, f e d e r a l  b o a rd in g  

s c h o o l e n ro l lm e n t  e x p a n d e d  5 1 .3 % , u n til  i t  in c lu d e d  m o r e  th a n  16% of
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th e  to ta l  s tu d e n t p o p u la tio n  on  th e  r e s e r v a t io n .  W hile  so m e  a g e n c y  

o f f ic ia ls  (i. e . th e  r e s e r v a t io n  p r in c ip a l  an d  th e  s o c ia l  w o rk e r )  

a c c la im e d  th is  a s  an  a c h ie v e m e n t ,  one  A re a  O ffice  a d m in i s t r a to r  

e x p r e s s e d  c o n c e rn  a n d  d is a p p r o v a l :

I  r e a l i z e  o n ly  to o  w e ll th a t  h o m e  c o n d itio n s  on  th e  San 
C a r lo s  R e s e r v a t io n  a r e  a s  b a d  a s  y o u  c o u ld  f in d  a n y w h e re , 
b u t th e r e  a r e  a l to g e th e r  to o  m a n y  A p a c h e s  b e in g  s e n t  to  
b o a rd in g  sc h o o l.

I t  w a s  th is  p e r s o n 's  o p in io n  th a t  th e  f e d e r a l  b o a rd in g  
s c h o o ls  w e r e  " a  b le s s in g "  to  m a n y  u n fo r tu n a te  y o u n g s te r s  
f ro m  p o o r h o m e s , b u t su c h  s c h o o ls  w e re  n o t th e  p a n a c e a  fo r  
a l l  th e  i l l s  of A p a c h e  y o u n g s te r s .  I t  w o u ld  be b e t t e r ,  h e  s a id , 
to  h a v e  m o re  of th em  liv in g  a t  h o m e , a tte n d in g  p u b lic  sc h o o l 
in  th e  n o r m a l  f a s h io n  w ith  th e  a v a i la b i l i ty  of a  s t r o n g e r  
g u id a n ce  p r o g r a m  to  h e lp  th o s e  w ho a r e  h av in g  s e r io u s  
d i f f ic u l t ie s .  He c o n c lu d e d  by s a y in g  th a t  th e  p r i m a r y  f ie ld s  
fo r  th e  s o lu tio n  of th e  e d u c a tio n a l p ro b le m s  a t  S an  C a r lo s  
w as  r i g h t  on th e  r e s e r v a t io n  i t s e l f  ( P a r m e e  1 9 5 9 -1 9 6 lb :
2 1 1 - 2 1 2 ).

P u b lic  s c h o o l o f f ic ia ls  e x p r e s s e d  an  e v en  d im m e r  v iew  o f lo c a l  

ag en cy  p o l ic ie s  r e g a r d in g  b o a rd in g  sch o o l e n r o l lm e n t .  O ne a d m i n i s t r a ­

to r  w en t so  f a r  a s  to  s a y  th a t  A p a c h e s  sh o u ld  q u it s e e k in g  " th e  e a s y  w ay 

o u t"  by go ing  to  a l l - I n d ia n  b o a rd in g  s c h o o ls , an d  sh o u ld  i n s te a d  l e a r n  

to  " c u t  th e  m u s ta r d "  in  th e  p u b lic  s c h o o ls  a lo n g  w ith  e v e ry o n e  e l s e  

(E ^ irm ee  1 9 5 9 -1 9 6 lb : 215).

B a s ic a l ly ,  th e  th r e e  c h ie f  c r i t i c i s m s  a g a in s t  th e  b o a rd in g  

sch o o l p r o g r a m  w e r e :

1. A p a c h e s  in  b o a rd in g  s c h o o ls  w e re  i s o la te d  f r o m  n o n -In d ia n s ,

f ro m  s o c ia l  c o n ta c t  a s  w e ll  a s  c o m p e ti t io n . T h is  i s o la t io n  w o u ld
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e v e n tu a lly  p ro lo n g  th e  p r o c e s s  o f in te g r a t io n  in to  A n g lo  s o c ie ty ,  w h ich  

n o n -A p a c h e s  f e l t  w a s  a  d e s i r a b le  th ing  (s e e  ab o v e , p a g e  11). E v e n  

so m e  t r i b a l  o f f ic ia ls  a g r e e d  th a t  s c h o o l in te g r a t io n  w a s  a n  e s s e n t i a l  

f a c to r  in  th e  im p r o v e m e n t  of A p a c h e  e d u c a tio n  (W e sle y  1961: 5).

2. N one of th e  p u b lic  s c h o o l p e o p le  in te rv ie w e d  f e l t  th a t  th e  

a c a d e m ic  s ta n d a r d s  a t  th e  b o a rd in g  s c h o o ls  w e r e  a s  h ig h  a s  th o s e  of 

th e  a v e r a g e  p u b lic  day  s c h o o l. T he  th e n  c h a i r m a n  of th e  t r i b a l  e d u c a ­

tio n  c o m m itte e  a ls o  e x p r e s s e d  th e  v iew  th a t  b o a rd in g  sch o o l t r a in in g

w a s  in a d e q u a te  to m e e t  th e  r e q u i r e m e n ts  fo r  c o lle g e  p r e p a r a t o r y  t r a in in g .^

3. O ne s h o r tc o m in g  in  th e  b o a rd in g  sc h o o l p r o g r a m  th a t  A p a ch e  

le a d e r s  h av e  a t  v a r io u s  t im e s  c r i t i c i z e d ,  i s  th e  la c k  of s p e c ia l  f a c i l i t i e s  

fo r  th e  e m o tio n a lly  d is tu r b e d  In d ian  c h ild  (W e sle y  1961: 6 -7 ) . E a c h  

y e a r  fo u n d  t e e n - a g e r s  w ith  s e r io u s  p e r s o n a l  p r o b le m s  be in g  d i s m is s e d  

f ro m  p u b lic , m is s io n ,  an d  e v en  b o a rd in g  s c h o o ls .  T h ey  r e tu r n e d  to

th e  r e s e r v a t io n  to  g e n e r a l ly  p o o r  h o m e  c o n d itio n s  an d  no fu tu r e  to  liv e  

f o r .  M o st o f th e s e  s tu d e n ts  so o n  w ound  up in  j a i l ,  i n c u r r in g  on  o c c a ­

s io n  le n g th y  s e n te n c e s ,  w h en  in s te a d  th e y  n e e d e d  p s y c h ia t r i c  c a r e  an d  

a  m o r e  c o n s t r u c t iv e  e n v iro n m e n t  ( P a r m e e  1 9 5 9 - 1 9 6 la :  24, 5 9 -6 0 ) .

A t th e  t im e  o f th is  s tu d y  in  I9 6 0 , m o s t  A p a c h e  t e e n - a g e r s  

w e re  a tte n d in g  p u b lic  s c h o o ls , a n d  a s  i t  h a s  a l r e a d y  b een  s e e n  f ro m  

th e  a n a ly s is  of sch o o l r e c o r d s ,  m a n y  w e r e  in  s e r io u s  a c a d e m ic  t r o u b le .

1. P e r s o n a l  c o n v e r s a t io n  w ith  th e  a u th o r .
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A sid e  f ro m  th e  v a r io u s  e x is t in g  p e r s o n a l  a n d  h o m e  e n v iro n m e n ta l  f a c ­

to r s ,  o v e r  w h ich  th e  s c h o o ls  h a d  no c o n tro l ,  t h e r e  w e re  f a c to r s  in  th e  

p u b lic  s c h o o l p r o g r a m  i t s e l f  w h ic h  o b s t r u c te d  th e  s u c c e s s f u l  e d u c a tio n  

of A p a c h e s . I t  sh o u ld  b e  s ta t e d  a t  th e  o u ts e t , h o w e v e r , th a t  th e  p u b lic  

s c h o o ls  w e r e  n o t e n t i r e ly  to  b la m e  f o r  th e s e  d e f ic ie n c ie s .  A  p a r t  of 

th e  fa u lt  la y  w ith  th o s e  w ho m a n e u v e re d  th e  c h a n g e -o v e r  f ro m  r e s e r v a ­

tio n  In d ia n  s c h o o ls  to  p u b lic  s c h o o ls :  n a m e ly , th e  B u re a u  of In d ia n  

A f fa ir s  a n d  A p a ch e  l e a d e r s ,  w ho s u p p o r te d  th e  p la n  w ith o u t r a i s in g  

s e r io u s  o b je c t io n s  to  i t s  s h o r tc o m in g s .

1. A lth o u g h  th e  c h a n g e -o v e r  d e s c r ib e d  on p a g e s  5 8 -6 0  ab o v e  

h a d  begun  a n d  e n d ed  long  b e fo re  th is  s tu d y  b eg an , th e r e  w a s  a m p le  e v i ­

d e n c e  f ro m  th e  in te r v ie w s  w ith  s c h o o l o f f ic ia ls  th a t  in d ic a te d  no s ig n i f i ­

c a n t p r e p a r a t io n s  h a d  b e en  m a d e  in  th e  w ay of e x t r a  r e m e d ia l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  

c u r r ic u lu m  a d ju s tm e n ts ,  o r  t e a c h e r  o r ie n ta t io n ,  p r i o r  to  th e  a r r i v a l  

of th e  f i r s t  l a r g e  in f lu x  of A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  a f te r  1949 (C ru m r in e  1959: 

64). A s one sch o o l a d m in i s t r a to r  p u t i t :  "W e f i r s t  knew  a b o u t i t  t h r e e  

m o n th s  b e fo re  sc h o o l g o t o u t. T h a t w a s  in  th e  s p r in g .  In  th e  f a l l  of 

th a t  y e a r  w e h a d  th e m  in  o u r s c h o o ls .  T h e re  w a s n 't  a n y  p r e p a r a t i o n - -  

o th e r  th a n  p h y s ic a l  a n d  f in a n c ia l^  -  -m a d e  fo r  th e  c h a n g e - o v e r .  I t 

h a p p en e d  a l l  a t  o n c e "  ( P a r m e e  1 9 5 9 -1 9 6 la :  199).

1 . R e f e r r in g  to  e n la r g e m e n t  of th e  p h y s ic a l  p la n t  a n d  s ta f f , 
an d  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f J o h n s o n -O 'M a lle y  s u p p o r t .
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R e a liz in g  th e  in a d e q u a c ie s  in  th e  p r o g r a m  of th e  o n - r e s e r v a t i o n  

g o v e rn m e n t s c h o o ls , i t  i s  n o t d if f ic u l t  to  u n d e r  s ta n d  th e  e x t r e m e  h a n d i­

c a p s  m a n y  A pachesv rm st h a v e  f e l t  in  th e  p u b lic  s c h o o l e d u c a tio n  p r o g r a m  

w ith o u t an y  of th e  p ro v is io n s  m e n tio n e d  a b o v e . E v e n  by I9 6 0 , n e a r ly  

te n  y e a r s  a f te r  th e  f i r s t  l a r g e  g ro u p  of A p a c h e s  h a d  e n te r e d  th e  p u b lic  

h igh  s c h o o ls , l i t t l e  h a d  b e e n  a c h ie v e d  in  th e  w ay  of d e v is in g  s p e c ia l  

a c a d e m ic  p r o g r a m s  fo r  th e  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  b ey o n d  th e  l im i te d  a c c e l e r a ­

tio n  of r e m e d ia l  r e a d in g  f a c i l i t i e s  ( P a r m e e  1 9 5 9 - 1 9 6 la :  196).

I n s te a d  of t r i b a l ,  BIA, a n d  p u b lic  s c h o o l c o o p e r a t io n  in  a  

p la n n e d  p r o g r a m  th a t m ig h t h a v e  a id e d  A p a c h e  y o u n g s te r s  w ith  th e  

t r a n s i t io n  f ro m  f e d e r a l  to  p u b lic  s c h o o ls ,  th e  p u b lic  s c h o o ls  w e re  

a p p a r e n t ly  le f t  on th e i r  own to  m a k e  th e  b e s t  o f i t .  S o m e d id , by p u ttin g  

A p a c h e s  in  s o - c a l l e d  " s lo w - g r o u p s "  ( P a r m e e  1 9 5 9 - 1 9 6 la :  19 7 -1 9 8 ), 

and  by g ra n tin g  a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  " s o c ia l  p ro m o t io n s " .  A t G lobe, th e  

g u id a n ce  c o u n s e lo r  w as  e x p e c te d  to  a l lo t  h a lf  h is  w o rk in g  t im e  to  In d ia n  

s tu d e n t p ro b le m s ,  w h ile  a t F t .  T h o m a s , th e  s c h o o l s u p e r in te n d e n t-  

p r in c ip a l  m a d e  h im s e lf  a v a i la b le  a t  a l l  t im e s  fo r  su c h  p u r p o s e s .  *

1. T he g u id a n c e  c o u n s e lo r  a t  G lobe  w a s  r e p u te d  to  h a v e  sp e n t 
v e r y  l i t t l e  t im e  do ing  a n y  c o u n se lin g  a t  a l l  ( P a r m e e  1 9 5 9 -1 9 6 1 a : 1 9 6 - 
197). In fa c t ,  h e  h im s e l f  a d m it te d  to  th e  a u th o r  o n c e , th a t  v e r y  few  
In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  (b o y s in  p a r t i c u l a r )  e v e r  c a m e  to  h im  w ith  p r o b le m s  
(n o te s  f ro m  c a s e  h i s to r y  of " B e r t " ) .  T h is  p e rh a p s  e x p la in s  in  p a r t  
w hy so m e  A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  l ik e  " B e r t "  d id  n o t e v en  know  of th e  
c o u n s e lo r 's  s e r v i c e s .
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In s p i te  of th e  a v a i la b le  c o u n se lin g  s e r v ic e s  in  th e  p u b lic  

s c h o o ls , th e  s ta n d a r d  m e th o d s  f o r  e v a lu a tin g  th e  n a tu r e  a n d  e x te n t  of 

A p a ch e  p e r s o n a l  a n d  a c a d e m ic  p r o b le m s ,  a n d  th e  te c h n iq u e s  fo r  m e a s ­

u r in g  in d iv id u a l A p a c h e  p o te n t ia ls  a n d  i n t e r e s t s ,  s e e m e d  q u ite  in a d e ­

q u a te . B e r n a r d o n i 's  f in d in g s  d e s c r ib e d  on p a g e s  8 1 -8 5 , a t  l e a s t  sh o w ed  

th e  s h o r tc o m in g s  an d  p i t - f a l l s  in h e r e n t  in  t e s t s  l ik e  th e  L o r g e - T h o rn d ik e  

s e r i e s ,  w h en  u s in g  th e m  to  c o m p a r e  In d ia n s  w ith  n o n - In d ia n s  (B e rn a rd o n i  

1961: 11). W h e re  la n g u a g e  d i f f e r e n c e s  m a d e  c o m p re h e n s io n  of th e  t e s t  

d if f ic u lt  fo r  th e  s tu d e n t, a n d  th e  la c k  of a  d o u b le  s e t  o f know n c u l tu r a l  

s ta n d a r d s  o b s t r u c te d  th e  t e s t e r ' s  c o m p a r is o n  of th e  r e s p o n s e s ,  su c h  

d e v ic e s  c o u ld  on ly  be  p a r t i a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l  in  a c h ie v in g  th e  g o a ls  fo r  

w h ic h  th e y  w e r e  in te n d e d .

I t  w a s  a ls o  e v id e n t a t  th e  t im e  of th is  s tu d y  th a t  so m e  of th e  

s c h o o ls , a n d  e s p e c ia l ly  th e  B IA  a g e n c y , w e re  n o t m a in ta in in g  a d e q u a te  

r e c o r d s  fo r  th e  p u r p o s e  of p e r io d ic a l ly  e v a lu a tin g  th e  s tu d e n ts ' p r o g r e s s  

and  th e  p r o g r a m 's  e f f e c t iv e n e s s .  A ll o f th e  d a ta  s u m m a r ie s  p r e s e n te d  

in  th is  r e p o r t ,  w ith  th e  e x c e p tio n  of th e  sc h o o l e n ro l lm e n t  f ig u r e s  a n d  

th e  L o r  g e -T h o r n d ik e  t e s t  r e s u l t s ,  w e r e  c o l le c te d  a n d  o r g a n iz e d  by th e  

p r o je c t  s ta f f .  A lth o u g h  e a c h  s tu d e n t h a d  h is  in d iv id u a l  r e c o r d  f i l e  a t  

th e  sc h o o l he  w as  c u r r e n t ly  a tte n d in g , th e  a u th o r  knew  o f no e f fo r t s  on 

the  p a r t  of s c h o o l a d m in i s t r a to r s  to  c o m p ile  su c h  r e c o r d s  in to  p e r io d
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s u m m a r ie s  fo r  th e  p u r p o s e s  of t r e n d  e v a lu a tio n s^  ( P a r m e e  1 9 5 9 -1 9 6 lb :

1 - 6 ).

A t t im e s  i t  a p p e a r e d  th a t  s c h o o l s ta f f  e v a lu a tio n s  of A p a c h e s  

e x p r e s s e d  m o r e  of p e r s o n a l  v ie w s  a n d  im p r e s s io n s  th a n  v a l id a te d  

f in d in g s . A  b r i e f  s a m p le  of c o l le c te d  c o m m e n ts  sh o u ld  s u ff ic e  to  

i l l u s t r a t e  th is  p o in t:

"T h e y  (A p a c h e s )  c o u ld  w o rk  a s  w e ll a s  o th e r  s tu d e n ts  i f  th ey  

w o u ld  g e t out of th e i r  I - d o n 't - c a r e - a t t i t u d e s "  (p u b lic  sch o o l t e a c h e r s )  

( P a r m e e  1 9 5 9 -1 9 6 la :  193).

"A p a c h e s  a r e  o n e  of th e  s m a r t e s t  In d ia n  t r i b e s  in  th e  S o u th ­

w e s t, a n d  a ls o  o n e  of th e  m o s t  h o s t i le ,  m o s t  s tu b b o rn , a n d  m e a n e s t .  . . . 

T h ey  a r e  a  b i t  la z y , to o "  (p u b lic  s c h o o l e m p lo y e e )  ( P a r m e e  1 9 5 9 -1 9 6 la :  

2 1 3 -2 1 4 ).

" T h e  t r o u b le  i s ,  th e s e  (A p ach e ) p e o p le  d o n 't  w an t e d u c a tio n . 

T hey  th in k  i t ' s  p o is o n . T h ey  h o ld  c e r e m o n ie s  e v e r y  y e a r  to do aw ay  

w ith  a l l  th e  e v ils  th e i r  k id s  h a v e  p ic k e d  up in  s c h o o l '" ( r e s e r v a t i o n  

sch o o l p r in c ip a l )  (C r u m r in e  1959: 29).

"A p ac h e s  a r e  a t  th e  b o tto m  of th e  b a r r e l  a s  f a r  a s  In d ia n s  go . 

T h ey  a r e  th e  d u m b e s t  a n d  w o r s t  off e c o n o m ic a lly . T h e y  d o n 't  w a n t to  

b e  e d u c a te d , a n d  th e y  d o n 't  w a n t to  g e t o u t f ro m  u n d e r  th e  g o v e rn m e n t"  

(p u b lic  s c h o o l c o u n se lo r)  ( C r u m r in e  1959: 40).

1. T h e  r e c o r d  of one y e a r 's  to ta l  a b s e n c e s  by th e  B y la s  sch o o l 
p r in c ip a l  w as  th e  s o le  e x c e p tio n  know n.
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It w o u ld  h a v e  b e en  d if f ic u l t  to e s t im a te  how m a n y  n o n -A p a c h e  

sch o o l p e r s o n n e l  s h a r e d  th e s e  v ie w s , b u t i t  w a s  p la in  en o u g h  to  s e e  

th a t p r e ju d ic e  w as  n o t r e s t r i c t e d  to  an y  one s c h o o l o r o c c u p a tio n a l  

le v e l . S o m e of th e s e  v ie w s  am o n g  p u b lic  s ch o o l p e o p le  r e m a in e d  

b e c a u s e  few  e v e r  c a m e  on th e  r e s e r v a t i o n  to  s e e  th in g s  fo r  th e m s e lv e s .  

O ut o f th e  few  w ho d id , so m e  w en t b a c k  w ith  th e i r  s u s p ic io n s  ev en  m o r e  

s t ro n g ly  c o n f irm e d  th a n  b e f o r e - - o r  so  th e y  s a id .

C o n f lic ts  A r is in g  O ut of th e  O r ie n ta t io n  of th e  E d u c a tio n

P r o g r a m .  - - T h u s  f a r  in  th is  r e p o r t ,  m u c h  h a s  b een  s a id  a b o u t th e  la c k

of A p a c h e  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  th e  o p e ra t io n  of th e  e d u c a tio n  p r o g r a m . T h is

a l ie n  m a n a g e m e n t o f a  k e y  r e s e r v a t io n  d e v e lo p m e n t p r o g r a m  d id  n o t

p e r m i t  A p a c h e s  to  g u id e  th e  f a te  of th e i r  ow n fu tu r e ,  n o r  d id  i t  p ro v id e

th e m  w ith  th e  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  fo r  le a r n in g  how to do so  (W esley  1961: 7).

A p a c h e s  r e s e n t e d  b e in g  d e n ie d  th is  p r iv i le g e  a n d  d id  w h a t th e y  c o u ld  to

f ig h t a g a in s t  i t  ( P a r m e e  1 9 5 9 -1 9 6 la :  230-309)*

A  s e c o n d  fu n d a m e n ta l  c r i t i c i s m  th a t  A p a c h e  le a d e r s  e x p r e s s e d

a g a in  a n d  a g a in  in  o p p o s it io n  to  th e  e d u c a tio n  p r o g r a m  e v o lv e d  o u t of a

c o n f l ic t  of b a s ic  g o a ls  fo r  th e  p r o g r a m .

I r e a l i z e  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e r e  a r e  p e o p le  w ho ta lk  ab o u t i n t e ­
g ra t io n ,  a s s im i la t io n ,  a c c u l tu r a t io n ,  f i r s t  c l a s s  c i t iz e n s h ip ,  
e tc .  B ut y o u  know  th e  A m e r ic a n  In d ia n s  h a v e  so m e th in g  d i f f e r ­
e n t th a t  w as  b e s to w e d  upon  th e m  by th e  g r a c e  of G od, su c h  a s  
o u r so n g s , t r i b a l  d a n c e s , a r t s ,  a n d  c r a f t s ,  o u r r e l ig io n ,  g a m e s  
a n d  s t o r i e s .  S o m e  of th e s e  a r e  f a s t  d is a p p e a r in g  a n d  m y  q u e s ­
tio n  i s :  a r e  w e go in g  to  c o n tin u e  to  lo s e  th e s e  p r e c io u s  g if ts  
th ro u g h  th is  p r o c e s s  of e d u c a tio n  o r  b e co m in g  w h ite  m e n ?  O r



sh o u ld  w e  c o n tin u e  to  id e n tify  o u r s e lv e s  a s  In d ia n s , w h ic h  to  
m e  i s  no d i s g r a c e  (W e s le y  1961: 7).

T h e  " p e o p le "  W e s le y  r e f e r r e d  to  w e re  th e  a d m in i s t r a to r s  o f 

a g e n c ie s  m a n ag in g  In d ia n  a f f a i r s ,  s c h o o l o f f ic ia ls , a n d  o f f - r e s e r v a t io n  

p o l i t ic ia n s .  I t  w a s  th e s e  p e o p le , w ho by  m e a n s  of th e i r  e c o n o m ic  a n d  

p o l i t ic a l  p o w e r a n d  th e i r  e d u c a tio n a l a d v a n ta g e , a s  w a s  m e n tio n e d  

e a r l i e r ,  h e ld  th e  f a te  of m a n y  r e s e r v a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  in  th e i r  h a n d s . 

D ire c tin g  p r o g r a m s  o f in te g r a t io n  to  f a c i l i t a t e  th e  e a r l i e s t  p o s s ib le  

a s s im i la t io n  of In d ia n s  in to  th e  l a r g e r  A m e r ic a n  c u l tu r e ,  w as  a  p r im a r y  

o r ie n ta t io n  of th e i r  th o u g h ts  a n d  a c t io n s .

T h is  o r ie n ta t io n  w a s  e x p r e s s e d  in  th e i r  p u b lic  s p e e c h e s  (H ead  

I960 : 24), in  th e i r  p r o g r a m s  of r e lo c a t io n ,  p u b lic  s c h o o l in te g r a t io n  

( P a r m e e  1959- 1 9 6 la :  197, 301), a n d  t r i b a l  g o v e rn m e n t, a n d  in  th e i r  

d a y - to -d a y  d e a lin g s  w ith  In d ia n s  ( P a r m e e  1 9 5 9 -1 9 6 la :  301). T r ib a l  

le a d e r s  l ik e  A n n ie  W au n ek a  (1963) a n d  C la re n c e  W e s le y  (1961) te n d e d  

to  r e a c t  n e g a tiv e ly  to  th is  im p o s e d  A n g lo  o r ie n ta t io n  of In d ia n  p r o g r a m s ,  

a s  d id  m a n y  of th e i r  fo l lo w e rs ,  e v en  th o u g h  th e y  w o rk e d  h a r d  to  b r in g  

su ch  p r o g r a m s  to  th e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  r e s e r v a t i o n s .  T h u s , w h ile  th e y  

f e a r e d  th a t  th e  im p le m e n ta t io n  of th e s e  p r o g r a m s  m ig h t on th e  one h an d  

a c c e le r a te  th e  e x tin c tio n  of In d ia n  c u l tu r e ,  th e y  a l s o  c o u ld  n o t den y  th e  

fa c t th a t  fo r m a l  e d u c a tio n  w a s  a  k e y  f a c to r  in  so lv in g  e x is t in g  s o c ia l  

an d  e c o n o m ic  p r o b le m s ,  by r a i s in g  th e  e d u c a tio n a l s ta n d a r d s  o f th e i r
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p e o p le .
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A p a ch e  t e e n - a g e r s  d id  n o t e x p r e s s  th e  s a m e  f e a r s  a s  th e  o ld e r  

g e n e ra t io n . F r o m  th e  m a n y  s tu d e n t in te rv ie w s  a n d  c a s e  h i s to r i e s ,  l ik e  

th o s e  p r e s e n te d  in  th is  s tu d y , i t  w as  e v id e n t th a t  so m e  w e r e  n o t so  c o n ­

c e r n e d  a b o u t th e  f u tu r e  - - n o t  e v en  th e i r  own, m u ch  le s s  th e  fu tu r e  of 

th e i r  w h o le  t r i b e .  O th e r s ,  on  th e  o th e r  h and , su ch  a s  " J e d " ,  f e l t  th e y  

c o u ld  be e d u c a te d  a n d  s t i l l  r e m a in  A p a c h e . To th e m , "A p a c h e "  h a d  a  

d if fe re n t  m e a n in g  f r o m  th a t  of th e  " o ld  f o lk s " .  I t w a s  l e s s  c h a r a c t e r ­

iz e d  p e rh a p s  by a n c ie n t  c e r e m o n ia ls ,  m y th o lo g y , a n d  s o c io - r e l ig io u s  

c u s to m s , b u t i t  m e a n t  "A p a c h e "  n e v e r th e le s s ,  a n d  i t s  p r in c ip a l  f e a tu r e s  

w e re  c l e a r ly  m o d e rn .  A s  th e  n e w -g e n e ra t io n  A p a c h e  t r i b a l  c h a i r m a n  

d e s c r ib e d  i t :  " If  w e h a v e  b e t te r  h o u s in g , h e a lth , b e t te r  jo b s  on th e  

r e s e r v a t io n ,  d o e s  th is  m e a n  th a t  w e  w o n 't  be  In d ia n s  a n y m o re  ? No, i t  

d o e s n 't .  If an  In d ian  w a n ts  to  be  a n  In d ian  h e  c a n  b e  one  a l l  of h is  l i f e .  

You d o n 't  f o r g e t  y o u r In d ia n  u p b r in g in g  e a s i ly , ev en  w h en  you  h a v e  th e  

h ig h e s t  e d u c a tio n "  (M ull 1963: 3 0 -3 1 ) .

O ld e r , m o r e  t r a d i t i o n - o r i e n t e d  A p a c h e s  lik e  W e s le y  f a i le d  to  

s e e  th in g s  q u ite  th is  w ay . M uch  of th e i r  l i f e 's  e f fo r t s  w e r e  s p e n t  in  

t ry in g  to p r e s e r v e  th e  m a n y  u n iq u e  t r a d i t io n a l  a s p e c ts  of A p a c h e  c u l ­

tu r e  th a t  w e r e  " b e s to w e d  upon  th e m  by th e  g r a c e  of G od" (W e sle y  

1961: 7). L e s s  e d u c a te d  A p a c h e s , h o w e v e r , c o u ld  n o t a lw a y s , l ik e  

W esley , s e e  th e  p o s i t iv e  a s  w e ll  a s  th e  n e g a tiv e  e f fe c ts  o f e d u c a tio n , 

a n d  th e i r  r e s i s t a n c e  to  m a n y  p r o g r a m s  of m o d e rn iz a t io n  d i r e c t ly  in f lu ­

e n c e d  th e  l iv e s  of th e i r  c h i ld re n ,  fo r  i t  m a d e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  d if f ic u lt
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b e tw ee n  th e  young a n d  th e  o ld , a n d  a d d e d  f u r th e r  to  th e  a l r e a d y  s t a g g e r ­

in g  p ro p o r t io n s  of e x is t in g  te e n - a g e  p r o b le m s .



C H A P T E R  IV

SUM M ARY A N D  CONCLUSIO N S

It i s  th e  p u r p o s e  of th is  th e s i s  to  show , th ro u g h  a  s m a l l  

c o m m u n ity  s tu d y  of a  m o d e rn  A m e r ic a n  In d ia n  t r i b e ,  how f o r m a l  

e d u c a tio n , w hen  u s e d  to im p o s e  c u l tu r e  ch an g e  a t  a  r a t e  a n d  of a  

n a tu re  th a t  i s  d e f in e d  s o le ly  by  th e  c o n v e n ie n c e  an d  e th n o - c e n tr ic  

p o l ic ie s  of th e  d o m in a n t A m e r ic a n  s o c ie ty ,  c a n  c r e a t e  s e r io u s  s o c ia l  

an d  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  c o n f l ic ts  w ith in  th e  m in o r i ty  g ro u p , w eak e n in g  th e  

p o te n t ia l  of i t s  h u m a n  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  in h ib it in g  th e  v e r y  c h a n g e  th a t  

th e  d o m in a n t c u l tu r e  i s  t ry in g  to p ro m o te .

T h e  San C a r lo s  A p a c h e  R e s e r v a t io n  w as  c h o s e n  fo r  th e  lo c a ­

tio n  of th is  s tu d y , a n d  th e  s c h o o l a n d  c o u r t  r e c o r d s  of so m e  1200 young 

A p a c h e s  w e r e  r e v ie w e d  in  o r d e r  to  d e f in e  th e  b a s ic  p ro b le m  a r e a s  a n d  

f a c i l i ta te  th e  f o r m u la t io n  o f a  w o rk in g  h y p o th e s is .  T h e  p ro b le m  a r e a s  

fo r  te e n - a g e  A p a c h e s  d e r iv e d  f ro m  th is  a n a ly s is  p ro v e d  to  b e :

1. p o o r  a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t  in  sc h o o l,

2. w id e s p r e a d  s o c ia l  a n d  e m o tio n a l p r o b le m s ,  an d

3. p o o r r e s p o n s e  to  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  a n d  c a r e e r  p la n n in g .

It w a s  h y p o th e s iz e d  th a t  th e s e  b a s ic  p ro b le m  a r e a s  fo r  t e e n ­

a g e  A p a c h e s  w e re  to  a  l a r g e  e x te n t  th e  r e s u l t  of:
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1. u n fa v o ra b le  c o m m u n ity  e n v iro n m e n t in  w h ic h  w id e s p r e a d  
u n e m p lo y m e n t, p o v e r ty ,  a n d  s o c ia l  d is in te g r a t io n  e x is te d ,

2. in a d e q u a te  m o r a l  a n d  e c o n o m ic  fa m ily  s u p p o r t  p r e v a i le d ,  
a n d

3. s e r io u s  in c o n s i s te n c ie s  w ith in  th e  f o r m a l  e d u c a tio n  p r o ­
g ra m  i t s e l f ,  w h ich  r e d u c e d  i t s  e f f e c t iv e n e s s  a s  an  i n s t r u ­
m e n t of le a r n in g  a n d  m a d e  i t s  a c c e p ta n c e  by m a n y  A p a c h e s  
m o s t  d if f ic u l t .

E v id e n c e  f ro m  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  p r e s e n te d  in  C h a p te r  H te n d e d  to  s u b s ta n ­

t ia te  th e  h y p o th e s is .

A f te r  a  b r i e f  th e o r e t i c a l  a n d  h i s to r i c a l  d is c u s s io n  in  th e  f i r s t  

two c h a p te r s  th e  c o m p le te  body of th e  f in d in g s  w a s  p r e s e n te d  in  

C h a p te r  III a lo n g  w ith  an  a n a ly s is  of th e i r  s ig n if ic a n c e  to  th e  r e s e a r c h  

p ro b le m  a n d  a  c a p s u le  d e s c r ip t io n  of th e  p r o g r a m  of e d u c a tio n  fo r 

A p a c h e s . B r ie f ly  s u m m a r iz e d ,  th e  d a ta  sh o w ed  th a t:

1. W h ile  m o re  th a n  90% of th e  to ta l  A p a c h e  s tu d e n t p o p u la tio n  

w e re  e n r o l le d  in  sch o o l, th e  e r r a t i c  m o v e m e n t of a  h ig h  p e r c e n ta g e  of 

s tu d e n ts  t r a n s f e r r i n g  f r o m  sc h o o l to  sc h o o l in  m id - y e a r  p o s e d  a  s e r io u s  

a c a d e m ic  p ro b le m . T he a m o u n t of s c h o o l t im e  lo s t  b e tw ee n  t r a n s f e r s ,  

and  th e  a d ju s tm e n t  n e c e s s a r y  e a c h  t im e  to  a new  c l a s s  r o u t in e ,  s e v e r e ly  

h a n d ic a p p e d  th e  a b i l i ty  o f A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  to k e e p  p a c e  w ith  th e i r  a c a ­

d em ic  r e q u i r e m e n ts .

2. A b s e n te e is m  w a s  n o t a s  w id e s p r e a d  a s  s u g g e s te d  by sc h o o l 

a d m in i s t r a to r s ,  b u t s e r io u s  " p ro b le m  c a s e s "  d id  e x is t ,  p r i m a r i l y  am o n g  

s tu d e n ts  in  g r a d e s  5 th ro u g h  8, w h e re  th e  a d ju s tm e n t  to  in te g r a te d



157

o f f - r e s e r v a t io n  s c h o o ls  w a s  m o s t  d if f ic u l t .  T h e r e  w as  no  c o n s is te n t  

c o r r e la t io n  b e tw ee n  good  a t te n d a n c e  an d  good, a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t .  

M any A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  w e r e  n o t r e s p o n d in g  s u f f ic ie n tly  to  c l a s s  i n s t r u c ­

tio n  in  s p i te  of th e i r  r e g u la r  a t te n d a n c e .

F a m ily  a n d  s tu d e n t in te r v ie w s  re v e a le d , s o m e  p r im a r y  c a u s e s  

fo r a b s e n te e is m :  (a) in a d e q u a te  f a m ily  s u p p o r t  a n d  p o o r  h o m e  c o n d i­

tio n s , (b) i l ln e s s ,  (c) m is u n d e r s ta n d in g s  b e tw ee n  s tu d e n ts ,  p a r e n ts ,  

and  s c h o o ls , (d) u n fa v o ra b le  r e a c t io n s  to  sch o o l d is c ip l in a r y  m e th o d s ,

(e) r e lu c ta n c e  to  r e t u r n  to  sc h o o l a f te r  v a c a t io n s  a n d  d u rin g  ex am  

p e r io d s ,  (f) s p e c if ic  a c a d e m ic  p ro b le m s , i .  e .  o v e r - a g e d  in  c l a s s ,  

in a b i l i ty  to  u n d e r s ta n d  sc h o o lw o rk , e tc .  T h e s e  s p e c if ic  a c a d e m ic  p r o b ­

le m s  w e re  in v e s t ig a te d  m o r e  th o ro u g h ly  by  a n  in te n s iv e  a n a ly s is  of 

sch o o l r e c o r d s .

3. S ta n d a rd  in te l l ig e n c e  t e s t  s c o r e s  p la c e d  A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  

s ig n if ic a n tly  below  n o n - In d ia n s , a lth o u g h  v e r b a l  a n d  n o n - v e r b a l  s c o r e  

d e v ia t io n s  sh o w ed  th a t  a  p a r t  of th e  p ro b le m  fo r  A p a c h e s  w as  l in g u is t ic  

r a th e r  th a n  in te l le c tu a l .  S ta n d a rd  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  t e s t s  p r o v e d  n o t to  be 

a  w o rth w h ile  m e a s u r e  of in te l l ig e n c e  w h en  u s e d  w ith  s u b je c ts  f ro m  

c u l tu r a l  b a c k g ro u n d s  d if fe r in g  f r o m  th a t on  w h ich  th e  t e s t  s ta n d a r d s  

w e re  fo u n d e d . T h e ir  r e s u l t s  c o u ld  b e  of s o m e  u s e , h o w e v e r , w hen  

c o m p a r e d  w ith  th e  f in d in g s  of o th e r  m e a s u r e s ,  s u c h  a s  g r a d e - p o in t  

a v e r a g e s ,  c a s e  h i s to r y  d a ta , e tc .
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4 . A p a c h e  g r a d e - p o in t  a v e r a g e s  w e re  f a r  be low  th e  a v e r a g e s  

fo r  n o n -In d ia n s , r e f le c t in g  a c a d e m ic  r e t a r d a t io n  a m o n g  th e  In d ia n  s tu ­

d e n ts  p a r t i c u l a r ly  in  th e  m o r e  " s o l id "  s u b je c ts  r e q u i r e d  fo r  c o lle g e  

a d m is s io n .

5 . A p p ro x im a te ly  50% of a l l  A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  w e re  a c a d e m ic a l ly  

r e t a r d e d  a c c o rd in g  to  s ta n d a r d  a g e - g r a d e  n o r m s .  T h e  s p r e a d  of A p a c h e  

a g e  g ro u p s  w ith in  in d iv id u a l g r a d e  le v e l s  a p p e a r e d  to  c o m p lic a te  th e  

e f f ic ie n c y  of c l a s s  in s t r u c t io n .  S o - c a l le d  " s o c ia l  p ro m o t io n s "  w e r e  

u s e d  e x te n s iv e ly  to  m o v e  o ld e r  A p a c h e s  a lo n g  f r o m  le v e l to le v e l , 

re d u c in g  ev en  f u r th e r  th e i r  c h a n c e s  o f c a tc h in g  up w ith  c l a s s  s ta n d a r d s  

w ith o u t c o n s id e r a b le  r e m e d ia l  a s s i s t a n c e .

6. D ro p -o u t  f ig u r e s  in d ic a te d  f u r th e r  th e  e x te n t  of t e e n - a g e  

A p a c h e  p ro b le m s  in  s c h o o l. T h e  r e c o r d  of p o s t  h ig h  sch o o l e n ro l lm e n t  

in  c o l le g e s  a n d  t r a in in g  s c h o o ls  sh o w ed  th a t l e s s  th a n  one p e r c e n t  of 

th e  to ta l  s tu d e n t p o p u la tio n  w a s  e n r o l le d  in  c o l le g e . S o m e of th o s e  in  

th e  t r a in in g  s c h o o ls  w o u ld  f in d  i t  v e r y  d if f ic u l t  to  a p p ly  th e i r  t r a in in g  

ta le n ts  to  o n - r e s e r v a t i o n  jo b  o p p o r tu n i t ie s ,  b e c a u s e  of th e  d is c r e p a n c y  

b e tw ee n  th e i r  p r o f e s s io n s  a n d  a c tu a l  r e s e r v a t i o n  n e e d s .

T he fo u r  c a s e  h i s t o r i e s  p r e s e n te d ,  i l l u s t r a t e d  m a n y  o f th e  

p r o b le m s  d e f in e d  by th e  d a ta  in  th e  l ig h t of th e i r  c a u s e s  a n d  a c tu a l  

s u r ro u n d in g s .  T he f in a l  a n a ly s is  of c o m m u n ity , fa m ily , a n d  e d u c a ­

tio n a l  f a c to r s  c o n tr ib u tin g  to  th e  p e r s o n a l  a n d  a c a d e m ic  p r o b le m s  of 

A p a c h e  t e e n - a g e r s  a p p e a r e d  to  c o n f irm  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l  p o in ts  of th e
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o r ig in a l  h y p o th e s is ,  an d  s u p p o r te d  th e  f in d in g s  in  m u c h  of th e  c u r r e n t  

l i t e r a t u r e  r e g a r d in g  r e s e r v a t i o n  In d ian  s tu d e n ts  in  m a n y  a r e a s  o f th e  

U n ited  S ta te s .  O ut of th is  f in a l  a n a ly s is  e m e r g e s  a  s in g le , o v e r r id in g  

c o n c lu s io n , w h ic h  c a n  now be  p r e s e n te d  a n d  d is c u s s e d  in  so m e  d e ta i l .

T he p r o g r a m  of e d u c a tio n  f o r  S an  C a r lo s  A p a c h e s , r e p r e ­

s e n te d  in  th e  m a in  by f e d e r a l  a n d  p u b lic  e d u c a tio n  a g e n c ie s  d u r ­

in g  1 9 5 9 -1 9 6 1 , h a s  f a i le d  to  a c h ie v e  i t s  s ta t e d  o b je c t iv e s  of 

e d u c a tin g  a n d  in te g r a t in g  A p a c h e  c h i ld r e n  fo r  th e  m a in s t r e a m  

o f A m e r ic a n  l ife  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  n o t a  c o m m u n ity -w id e  p r o g r a m  

of a c a d e m ic  a n d  fu n d a m e n ta l  e d u c a tio n , d e s ig n e d  to  m e e t  th e  

s p e c if ic  lo c a l  n e e d s  of a l l  a g e  g ro u p s  in  th e  A p a ch e  s o c ie ty .

A s  su ch , i t  ig n o re d  th e  im p o r ta n c e  of th e  r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  

e a c h  c h ild  a n d  th e  f a m ily - c o m m  u n ity  e n v iro n m e n t in  w h ich  he  

w a s  r a i s e d .

T he e x is t in g  p r o g r a m  so u g h t to  te a c h  o n ly  th e  y o u n g e r  g e n e r a ­

tio n  of A p a c h e s , in  th e  h o p e  th a t  th e y  w o u ld  e v e n tu a lly  a c q u i r e  th e  s a m e  

v a lu e s , l i t e r a c y ,  a n d  jo b - s k i l l s  a s  th e  n o n - In d ia n s . L a c k in g  in  a d e q u a te  

c o u n se lin g  a n d  r e m e d ia l  s e r v i c e s  fo r  m o s t  h a n d ic a p p e d  A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts ,  

h o w e v e r , th e  p r o g r a m  w a s  u n a b le  to  o v e rc o m e  so m e  of th e  m o s t  b a s ic  

a c a d e m ic  p r o b le m s .

M ean w h ile , th o s e  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  p r o g r a m  im p e d e d  th e  

e f fo r t s  of th e  s c h o o ls  e v en  f u r th e r  by n e g le c tin g  to g iv e  A p a c h e  p a r e n ts  

a n d  l e a d e r s  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  r a i s e  th e i r  ow n e d u c a tio n a l  s ta n d a r d s .
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T h is  w o u ld  h a v e  r e q u i r e d  a  s p e c ia l  p r o g r a m  of fu n d a m e n ta l  e d u c a tio n  

a n d  e n c o u ra g e m e n t o f m o r e  a c t iv e  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  c o m m u n ity  a f f a i r s .  

T h is  s o r t  o f p r e p a r a t io n  w o u ld  h a v e  e n a b le d  m an y  a d u lts  to  fu n c tio n  

m o re  e f fe c t iv e ly  in  s u p p o r t  of th e i r  c h i ld r e n  a n d  th e  p r o g r a m  a s  a  w h o le : 

a  r o le  w h ich  th e y  w e r e  e x p e c te d  to  f u l f i l l .

A t a  now  fa m o u s  c o n fe re n c e  o f e d u c a to r s  a n d  a n th ro p o lo g is ts ,  

B e r n a r d  S ie g e l (1955: 3 8 -4 9 ) d i s c u s s e d  th e  b a s ic  c h a n n e ls  th ro u g h  

w h ich  " e x p l ic i t  c u l tu r e "  r e a c h e s  th e  c h ild  in  th e  m o d e rn  A m e r ic a n  

c o m m u n ity .

C h an n e l I: E d u c a tio n a l  In s t i tu t io n s

1. In  th e  a c a d e m ic  c o m m u n ity  th e  fo rm  a n d  m e a n in g  of 

t r a n s m i t t e d  m a t e r i a l  e n te r  th is  c h a n n e l  th ro u g h  th e  t e a c h e r s  o f t e a c h e r s .

2. T h e  t e a c h e r s  a n d  a d m in i s t r a to r s  of th e  c o m m u n ity  

s c h o o ls  d e te r m in e  w h a t e n te r s  th e  sc h o o l s y s te m  i t s e l f  in  a c c o rd a n c e  

w ith  th e i r  own v a lu e s  a n d  m o tiv a t io n s .

C h an n e l II: P e e r  G ro u p s  a n d  C liq u e s

1. H e re  th e  m o s t  c o n s ta n t  a n d  c o n s is te n t  k in d s  o f a c t io n  

p a t te r n s  a n d  a t t i tu d e s  a r e  in s t i l l e d ,  p ro v id in g  in f lu e n c e s  th a t  w ill  o fte n  

o v e r r id e  sc h o o l an d  f a m ily  te a c h in g s .

2. P a r t i c ip a t io n  in  p e e r  g ro u p s  a n d  c l iq u e s  i s  o fte n  an  

in d e x  of u n s a t i s f ie d  n e e d s  o f  f r u s t r a t i o n s  f e l t  w ith in  th e  s c h o o l s y s te m .
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C h an n e l III: T h e  H o m e

1. T h e  h i e r a r c h y  of v a lu e s ,  b e l ie f s ,  a n d  b e h a v io r  p a t t e r n s  

o f p a r e n ts  i s  u s u a lly  r e in f o r c e d  by  k in s m e n  a n d  fa m ily  f r i e n d s .

A t San C a r lo s ,  i t  s e e m e d  th a t  th e  la s t  two c h a n n e ls  - - p e e r  

g ro u p s  a n d  h o m e  in f lu e n c e s  - - w e re  n o t r e g a r d e d  by lo c a l  e d u c a to r s  a s  

p o te n t ia l ly  c o n s t r u c t iv e  s o u r c e s  of A p a c h e  e d u ca tio n ; h e n c e , th e r e  w as 

no a t te m p t  to  a d a p t a n d  in c lu d e  th e m  a s  p a r t  of th e  f o r m a l  e d u c a tiv e  

p r o c e s s .  On th e  c o n t r a r y ,  e f fo r t s  w e r e  m a d e  to  r e m o v e  young A p a c h e s  

f ro m  th e i r  h o m e  a n d  p e e r  -g ro u p  e n v iro n m e n ts  by s e n d in g  a s  m a n y  a s  

p o s s ib le  to  th e  f e d e r a l  a n d  m is s io n  b o a rd in g  s c h o o ls .  E x c e p t, p e rh a p s ,  

f o r  a  few  e x tr e m e  " s k id - r o w "  c a s e s ,  th is  a t te m p t  to d iv o rc e  s tu d e n ts  

f ro m  d is t in c t iv e  A p a c h e  w a y s  d e v e lo p e d  in  th e  r e s e r v a t i o n  m i l ie u  d id  

n o t su c c e e d . A s  long  a s  th e r e  e x is te d  an  A p a c h e  r e s e r v a t io n ,  t h e r e  

l iv e d  an  A p a c h e  p e o p le  w ith  a  d i s t in c t  A p a ch e  la n g u a g e  a n d  h e r i ta g e ,  

a n d  a  w ay  of l if e  th a t  c o u ld  be  a t t r ib u te d  s o le ly  to  th e m . To th e  o v e r ­

w h e lm in g  m a jo r i ty  of In d ia n s  b o rn  a n d  r a i s e d  in  th is  p la c e ,  i t  w a s  " h o m e "  

in  e v e r y  know n s e n s e  of th e  w o rd . In  s p i te  o f th e  p o v e r ty , s o c ia l  i l l s ,  

an d  p o l i t ic a l  c o n f l ic ts  th a t  p r e v a i le d  th e r e ,  i t  w as  n e v e r th e le s s  th e  

only  sp o t on th e  g lo b e  th a t  b e lo n g e d  u n d is p u te d ly  to  th e  A p a c h e s , a n d  

i t  s y m b o liz e d  fo r  m a n y  th e i r  p a s t ,  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  p r o m is e  of a  f u tu r e .

T h u s , by r e f u s in g  to  a c c e p t  f a m ily  a n d  c o m m u n ity  in f lu e n c e s  

a s  a  p a r t  of th e  e d u c a tio n  of A p a c h e  t e e n - a g e r s ,  th e  p r o g r a m  in i t i a te d  

by th e  W h ite s  b e c a m e  a  m a jo r  s o u r c e  of c o n fu s io n  a n d  f r u s t r a t io n ,
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r a t h e r  th a n  one of m o tiv a t io n  a n d  le a r n in g . A t h o m e  on th e  r e s e r v a t io n ,  

m a n y  c h i ld r e n  w e re  ta u g h t to  r e s p e c t  t r a d i t io n a l  b e l ie f s  a n d  ta b o o s , to  

le a r n  th e i r  n a tiv e  to n g u e , a n d  to  b e h a v e  in  th e  m a n n e r  of th e i r  e ld e r s .

In  sch o o l, th e s e  s a m e  c h i ld r e n  w e r e  b e in g  c o m p e lle d  to  l e a r n  E n g l is h  

a n d  w e re  s c o ld e d  fo r  sp e a k in g  A p a c h e . T h ey  w e re  b e in g  e x p o se d  to  

b o o k s th a t  d e p ic te d  th e i r  a n c e s to r s  a s  th ie v e s  a n d  m u r d e r e r s ,  w h ile  

th e  "White M an  w a s  sho w n  a s  th e  h ig h e s t  a c h ie v e m e n t  of c iv i l iz a t io n .  In 

sc h o o l, th e s e  s a m e  t e e n - a g e r s  w e re  to ld  th a t  th e  e n v iro n m e n t of th e i r  

h o m e -  - th e i r  r e s e r v a t i o n - - w a s  c o r r u p t iv e  a n d  d e g ra d in g  an d  o p p o se d  to  

p r o g r e s s .  S uch  w as  th e  p re v a i l in g  a tm o s p h e r e  of le a r n in g .

F r o m  th e  v e r y  s t a r t  of h is  sc h o o lin g , th e  a v e r a g e  A p a ch e  

c h ild  s u f f e r e d  h a n d ic a p s :  th e  d e p r iv a t io n s  of h is  h o m e  l ife  (i. e . 

p o v e r ty , d r in k in g , i l l i t e r a c y ,  s o c io - c u l tu r a l  d is in te g ra t io n )  a n d  th e  

in c o m p a t ib i l i t ie s  o f h is  u n iq u e  h e r i t a g e  w ith  th e  d o m in a n t A n g lo  c u l tu r e  

(i. e . la n g u a g e , v a lu e s , b e l ie f s ) .  F r o m  th e  d a ta  i t  w as  show n  th a t  th e  

s c h o o ls  w e re  fo r  th e  m o s t  p a r t  u n p r e p a r e d  to a s s i s t  th e  A p a c h e  c h ild  

in  o v e rc o m in g  th e s e  h a n d ic a p s .  A d e q u a te  r e m e d ia l  t r a in in g  w as  l a c k ­

in g , c o u n se lin g  s e r v ic e s  w e re  w e a k  a n d  in e f fe c t iv e  in  h a n d lin g  th e  o fte n  

u n iq u e  A p a c h e  p r o b le m s ,  a n d  m u c h  of th e  o r ie n ta t io n  of th e  p r o g r a m  

w as  a t  odds w ith  th e  g o a ls  a n d  n e e d s  e x p r e s s e d  by th e  A p a c h e  p e o p le .

In m o s t  c a s e s ,  a s  th e  s tu d e n t  m o v e d  on f ro m  g r a d e  to  g ra d e ,  

f in a l ly  e n te r in g  in to  th e  in te g r a te d  p u b lic  s c h o o l s y s te m , th e  a c a d e m ic ,  

s o c ia l ,  a n d  f in a n c ia l  d e m a n d s  s h a r p ly  i n c r e a s e d .  A p a c h e s  now h a d  to
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c o m p e te  w ith  A n g lo s  w ho w e r e  m o re  in te l le c tu a l ly  m o tiv a te d  a n d  s o c ia l ly  

a g g r e s s iv e ,  a n d  w h o se  e th n ic  b a c k g ro u n d  m o re  d i r e c t ly  c o in c id e d  w ith  

th e  s c h o o l c u r r ic u lu m  a n d  d i s c ip l in a r y  m e th o d s . Now off th e  r e s e r v a ­

tio n  in  a  l e s s  s e c u r e  e n v iro n m e n t of l im i te d  s o c ia l  a c c e p ta n c e , p a r t i c u ­

l a r ly  w ith in  th e  p e e r - g r o u p  s t r u c tu r e ,  A p a c h e s  w e re  f a c e d  w ith  th e  

a d d itio n a l p ro b le m  of a d ju s t in g  to  th e  q u e s t io n  o f th e i r  s o c ia l  id e n t i ty  

a n d  of a c c e p tin g  th e  v a lu e s  a n d  b e h a v io r  p a t te r n s  e s ta b l i s h e d  w ith in  

e a c h  s ta tu s  a s c r ib e d .

M any of th e  A p a ch e  s tu d e n ts  in te r v ie w e d  a t  th e  t im e  of th is  

s tu d y  so o n  r e a l i z e d  a f te r  e n te r in g  th e  o f f - r e s e r v a t io n  p u b lic  s c h o o ls  

th a t  th e  p a t t e r n s  h a d  long s in c e  b e en  e s ta b l i s h e d .  T h e ir  c u l tu r a l  d i f f e r ­

e n ce s  w e re  now m o r e  p ro n o u n c e d  th a n  e v e r  in  th e  m ix e d  e th n ic  e n v ir o n ­

m e n t. N ot o n ly  w e re  a p p e a r a n c e s ,  i n t e r e s t s ,  a n d  o v e r t  m a n n e r is m s  

d if f e r e n t ,  la n g u a g e  d i s c r e p a n c ie s  m a d e  ev en  c a s u a l  c o m m u n ic a tio n  

w ith  A n g lo s  so m e w h a t d if f ic u l t .  C o n se q u e n tly , A p a c h e  c h i ld r e n  so u g h t 

a n d  q u ic k ly  fo und  s e c u r i ty  w ith in  th e i r  own A p a c h e  c l iq u e s .

In  th e  c l a s s r o o m s ,  A n g lo -A p a c h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  r e a c h e d  th e i r  

e x t r e m e s .  A s  th e  c o m p le x ity  of th e  c u r r ic u lu m  m o u n te d  f ro m  g ra d e  

le v e l to  g ra d e  le v e l , th e  in te n s i ty  of th e  p r o b le m s  w o rs e n e d  fo r  th e  

A p a c h e s . S o m e  w e re  s h u ff le d  in to  r e t a r d e d  c l a s s e s ,  w h ile  o th e r s  

w e re  m e r e ly  p a s s e d  a lo n g  w ith  s o c ia l  p ro m o t io n s .  A lth o u g h  no o n e - - 

A ng lo  o r  A p a c h e - - e v e r  o p e n ly  a d m it te d  i t ,  i t  w a s  d if f ic u l t  to  h id e  th e
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fa c t  th a t  th e  A p a c h e s  c o m p r i s e d  the  m a jo r  p o r t io n  of th e  s c h o o l " d u m b ­

b e l l s "  an d  p ro b le m  c a s e s .

W hile  e d u c a to r s ,  t r i b a l  le a d e r s ,  a n d  e ld e r s  u rg e d  A p a c h e  

t e e n - a g e r s  to  m e e t  th e  g ro w in g  c h a l le n g e s  of th e  f u tu r e  th ro u g h  h ig h e r  

e d u c a tio n , fo r  m a n y  th e  t a s k  b e c a m e  in c r e a s in g ly  fu t i le .  In  th e  m id s t  

of th e s e  f r u s t r a t i o n s ,  so m e  s tu d e n ts  s im p ly  w ith d re w  in to  th e m s e lv e s  

an d  r e t i r e d  f ro m  th e  s c e n e , f i r s t  m e n ta l ly ,  th e n  p h y s ic a l ly .  T hen  th e y  

w e re  m a r k e d  a s  d ro p o u ts .  O th e r s  so u g h t s u p p o r t  f ro m  th e  l im i te d  

s o u r c e s  a v a i la b le  to  th e m : th e  p e e r  g ro u p , th e  f a m ily  o r  e ld e r s ,  a n d  

o u ts id e  a g e n c ie s  o r  a c q u a in ta n c e s .

T he  A p a c h e  te e n - a g e  p e e r  g ro u p  c o u ld  o ffe r  v e r y  l i t t l e  in  th e  

w ay  of c o n s t r u c t iv e  s u p p o r t  fo r  s c h o o l p ro b le m s , fo r  i t  c o n s is te d  p r i ­

m a r i ly  of o th e r  f r u s t r a t e d  s tu d e n ts  e x p e r ie n c in g  b a s ic a l ly  th e  s a m e  

p ro b le m s .  T hey  c o u ld  o f fe r  s y m p a th y  a n d  c o m ra d e s h ip  th ro u g h  c liq u e  

o r gang a c t iv i t i e s  (i. e . w a lk in g  a ro u n d  a t  n ig h t, d r in k in g , m is c h ie f ­

m a k in g  a t  c e r e m o n ia ls ,  e tc .  ), a n d  by ex p o u n d in g  th e  r e j e c t i o n  of 

a c a d e m ic  g o a ls  a s  be in g  "W h ite "  a n d  n o t " A p a c h e " . T h o se  s tu d e n ts  

n o t w illin g  to  a c c e p t  th e s e  n e g a tiv e  v a lu e s  an d  p h ilo so p h y  of d e s p a i r  

r i s k e d  b e in g  b ra n d e d  a s  "W h ite "  an d  lo s in g  m a n y  p e e r  f r i e n d s .  A  

r a r e  few , lik e  "D an n y "  a n d  " J e d "  m u s te r e d  th e  c o u ra g e  to  b r e a k  aw ay  

f ro m  th e i r  p e e r s ,  b u t th ey  h a d  by th e n  fo u n d  o u ts id e  s o u r c e s  of s u p p o r t  

to  r e ly  on.
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A  c h ie f  s o u r c e  of s u p p o r t  fo r  th e  A p a ch e  t e e n - a g e r  m ig h t h a v e  

b een  th e  f a m ily  o r  e ld e r s ,  bu t in  a  g r e a t  n u m b e r of c a s e s  th is  p o te n t ia l  

s o u r c e  h a d  n o t b e en  p r e p a r e d  fo r  th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  th a t  now w e r e  

im p o s e d  upon i t  by th e  m o d e rn  e d u c a t io n a l  s y s te m . T h e  e d u c a to r s ,  

w ho so  a r d e n t ly  im p lo r e d  th e  s u p p o r t  o f A p a c h e  p a r e n ts  a n d  in  f a c t  

d ep en d ed  h e a v ily  upon  th e m , h a d  m a d e  no p ro v is io n s  to  te a c h  p a r e n t s  

how to  c o m p ly  w ith  th e i r  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty .  T he  s c h o o l s y s te m  h a d  e v e n  

ig n o re d  th e i r  r e q u e s t s  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  th e i r  d e s i r e  to  s h a r e  in  th e  

ta s k  of ru n n in g  th e  p r o g r a m .

N e g le c tin g  to  g iv e  A p a c h e  p a r e n t s  a n d  t r i b a l  l e a d e r s  a n  a c t iv e  

r o le  in  th e  d e s ig n  a n d  o p e ra t io n  of th e i r  c o m m u n ity  e d u c a tio n  s y s te m  

n o t o n ly  g a v e  r i s e  to  a  b i t t e r  r e s e n tm e n t  am o n g  m u ch  of th e  a d u lt  p o p u ­

la tio n  (w h ich  w as  th e n  p a s s e d  on to  m a n y  s tu d e n ts  a ls o ) ,  i t  a ls o  le f t  

m a n y  c o o p e r a t iv e  p a r e n t s  a n d  e ld e r s  h e lp le s s  in  s h a r in g  th e  b u rd e n s  of 

th e i r  c h i ld re n .  A s th e  t r a d i t io n a l  e x te n d e d  f a m ily  s y s te m  of m u tu a l 

s u p p o r t  d e te r io r a te d ,  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  o f th e  b u rd e n  of r a i s in g  c h i ld re n  

f e l l  upon th e  s h o u ld e r s  o f th e  p a r e n t s .  B u t a s  th e  c h i ld r e n  p r o c e e d e d  

up th e  a c a d e m ic  la d d e r ,  th e r e  g re w  a  k in d  of p r o g r e s s i v e  a l ie n a t io n  

b e tw ee n  th e  tw o g e n e r a t io n s  th a t  m a d e  p a r e n ta l  a s s i s t a n c e  in c r e a s in g ly  

u n a tta in a b le . T h is  a l ie n a t io n  w a s  p r i m a r i l y  th e  r e s u l t  o f th e  v a s t  

d is c r e p a n c y  in  e d u c a tio n a l a n d  e x p e r ie n t i a l  b a c k g ro u n d s  b e tw e e n  th e  

s tu d e n ts  and  a d u lts ,  a n d  i t  s u c c e e d e d  in  co m p o u n d in g  th e  f r u s t r a t i o n s



of bo th  g ro u p s  a s  th e y  s t r u g g le d  w ith  th e  p r o b le m s  of th e i r  sw if tly  

ch an g in g  e n v iro n m e n t.

U n ab le  to  h e lp  e a c h  o th e r ,  A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  a n d  p a r e n ts  w e r e  

f r e q u e n t ly  d e p e n d e n t upon  o u ts id e  s o u r c e s  fo r  a s s i s t a n c e .  W h ile  th is  

p r o c e d u r e  d id  a t  t im e s  a v e r t  a  f a m ily  c r i s i s ,  th e  s o u r c e s  w e re  in  th e  

a u th o r 's  o p in io n  f a r  to o  in a d e q u a te  to  c o p e  w ith  th e  m a jo r i ty  of d a y - to -  

day  m in o r  c r i s e s  th a t  o c c u r r e d ,  a n d  w h ic h  f r e q u e n t ly  a c c u m u la te d  in to  

in s o lu b le  d i le m m a s .  W h ile  t e a c h e r s  o fte n  e x p r e s s e d  a  c e r t a in  d e g re e  

of sy m p a th y  fo r th e i r  A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts , th e y  g e n e r a l ly  h a d  l i t t l e  c o n ta c t  

o r  e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  r e s e r v a t i o n  life , a n d  th e y  w e re  a t  a  lo s s  a s  to  how  

to  a s s i s t .

A s  m e n tio n e d  e a r l i e r ,  th e  e x te n t  of c o u n se lin g  s e r v i c e s  fo r  

b o th  A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  a n d  p a r e n t s  w a s  q u ite  m e a g e r  in  I9 6 0 , a n d  th e  

few  in d iv id u a ls  in v o lv e d  c o u ld  n o t b e g in  to  a t ta c k  th e  r o o t  c a u s e s  of th e  

p ro b le m s  d i s c u s s e d  a b o v e . N e i th e r  th e  p r in c ip a l ,  th e  sc h o o l c o u n s e lo r ,  

n o r th e  t r i b a l  ju v e n i le  o f f ic e r  c o u ld  b e g in  to b r id g e  th e  gap  le f t  by y e a r s  

o f n e g le c t  in  su c h  a r e a s  a s  a d u lt  e d u c a tio n  a n d  lo c a l  c o m m u n ity  

m a n a g e m  en t.

C o n s id e r in g , th en , th e  s p r e a d  an d  s e v e r i ty  of p e r s o n a l ,  

fa m ily , a n d  c o m m u n ity  p r o b le m s  a m o n g  th e  S an  C a r lo s  A p a c h e s , i t  

w a s  n o t d if f ic u l t  to  u n d e r s ta n d  w hy  so  m a n y  t e e n - a g e r s  w e r e  f a i l in g  in  

sc h o o l, ta k in g  to  d r in k , a n d  fe e l in g  d e sp o n d e n t a n d  a p a th e t ic  a b o u t 

th e i r  f u tu r e  c a r e e r  p o s s ib i l i t i e s .  It w as  l e s s  o b v io u s  w hy s o m e  few
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sh o w ed  th e  o p p o s ite  b e h a v io r  p a t te r n s ,  b u t in  a  n u m b e r  o f su c h  c a s e s  

i t  w a s  found  th a t  a  c o m b in a tio n  of s t ro n g  p e r s o n a l i ty  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

a n d  th e  in s p i r a t io n  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  of a  u n iq u e  p e r s o n a l  r e la t io n s h ip  

w ith  s o m e  o u ts id e  s o u r c e  ( i. e . a  t e a c h e r ,  a  s p o r ts  d i r e c to r ,  a  v o lu n te e r  

w o rk e r )  h e lp e d  to  s p u r  th e  s tu d e n t o n w a rd s .

I t  s e e m e d  a p p a r e n t  to  th is  w r i t e r ,  a t  l e a s t ,  th a t  a  n u m b e r  o f 

th e  p ro b le m s  in  th e  A p a c h e  e d u c a tio n  p r o g r a m  a s  d e f in e d  by th e  d a ta , 

w o u ld  p e r s i s t  u n le s s  s p e c ia l  e f f o r t  w a s  m a d e  to  c o u n te r a c t  th e m .

S om e s u g g e s te d  re c o m m e n d a t io n s  fo r  th is  p u rp o s e  m ig h t in c lu d e :

1. A n in te n s iv e  c o m m u n ity  w id e  t r a in in g  p r o g r a m  to  im p ro v e  

a d u lt  e d u c a tio n a l s ta n d a r d s  a n d  i n c r e a s e  a d u lt  u n d e rs ta n d in g  of c o m m u n ity  

p ro b le m s  a n d  p r o g r a m s ,  in  o r d e r  to  q u a lify  m o r e  A p a c h e s  fo r  p a r t i c i p a ­

tio n  in  lo c a l  e d u c a tio n a l a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t p r o j e c t s .

2. O n - th e - jo b  t r a in in g  p r o g r a m s  an d  s p e c ia l  c o u r s e s  fo r  a l l  

A p ach e  p o l i t ic a l  l e a d e r s  a n d  o f f ic ia ls  to  a s s i s t  th e m  in  im p ro v in g  th e  

p e r f o r m a n c e  of th e i r  a s s ig n e d  d u tie s , a n d  to h e lp  th e m  c o m p re h e n d  

m o r e  fu lly  th e  fu n d a m e n ta ls  of m o d e rn  c o m m u n ity  g o v e rn m e n t.

3. Im p ro v e  a n d  i n c r e a s e  th e  r e la t io n s h ip s  b e tw ee n  th e  s c h o o ls  

a n d  A p a c h e  f a m i l ie s  and  c o m m u n ity  g ro u p s  to  e x p a n d  th e i r  s h a r e  of 

p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  th e  p r o g r a m  a n d  to  i n c r e a s e  th e  k n o w led g e  of s c h o o l 

t e a c h e r s  a n d  a d m in i s t r a to r s  a b o u t A p a c h e  c u l tu re ,  m o tiv a t io n s ,  a n d

p ro b le m s .
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4 . Im p ro v e  a n d  e x p a n d  g u id a n ce  a n d  r e h a b i l i ta t io n  s e r v ic e s

fo r s tu d e n ts  an d  th e i r  f a m i l ie s  w ith  p ro b le m s  in v o lv in g  d r in k in g , m a r i t a l  

c o n f l ic ts ,  c h i ld - r e a r in g ,  s c h o o l w o rk , e tc .  E x p lo re  b e t te r  m e th o d s  fo r  

m e a s u r in g  A p a c h e  s tu d e n t p o te n t ia ls  a n d  d e fin in g  p r o b le m s .

5 . I n c r e a s e  r e m e d ia l  t r a in in g  fo r  A p a c h e s  in  sch o o l w ith  

s e r io u s  la n g u a g e  h a n d ic a p s  a n d  r e t a r d a t io n  in  o th e r  a c a d e m ic  s u b je c t  

a r e a s .  E x p lo re  th e  u s e  of r e m e d ia l  s u m m e r  s c h o o l s e s s io n s  a n d  th e  

u s e  of A p a c h e  a d u l ts  a s  v o lu n te e r  i n s t r u c t o r s .  A llow  A p a ch e  " B e g in ­

n e r s "  to  e n ro l l  in  r e g u la r  s c h o o l s e s s io n s  a t  th e  a g e  of f iv e  y e a r s .

6. In c lu d e  a  s e le c t io n  of c o u r s e s  on A p a c h e  c u l tu r e  a n d  h i s to r y  

in  th e  c u r r ic u lu m  of e d u c a tio n  fo r  A p a c h e  y o u n g s te r s  in  o r d e r  to  a c q u a in t 

th e m  w ith  th e i r  p a s t  h e r i t a g e  a n d  to  d is p e l  e x is t in g  d is to r t io n s  of f a c t  

r e s u l t in g  f ro m  y e a r s  of p r e ju d ic e .

7. E x p a n d  s tu d e n t s u m m e r  e m p lo y m e n t, e x p lo r in g  th e  

p o s s ib i l i t i e s  of o f f - r e s e r v a t io n  a p p r e n t ic e s h ip  p r o g r a m s  in  job  s k i l l s  

th a t  a r e  a p p l ic a b le  to  r e s e r v a t i o n  e m p lo y m e n t n e e d s .

8. F in a l ly ,  a  new  p o lic y  sh o u ld  p r e v a i l  o v e r a l l  o th e r s  th r o u g h ­

out th e  d i r e c t io n  a n d  o p e ra t io n  of th e  p r o g r a m  of e d u c a tio n  fo r  A p a c h e s : 

T h e  o n ly  m a n n e r  of a c h ie v in g  a  s u c c e s s f u l  p r o g r a m  i s  by s e e in g  to  i t  

th a t  i t  i s  d e s ig n e d  to  m e e t  s p e c if ic  A p a c h e  n e e d s , to  in c lu d e  a c t iv e  

A p a c h e  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  e v e r y  p h a s e , a n d  to  h a v e  a s  i t s  u l t im a te  g o a l,

a  s t r o n g e r ,  h e a l th ie r ,  a n d  m o r e  s e l f - s u s ta in in g  A p a c h e  r e s e r v a t io n  

c o m m u n ity  w ith  a  p r o g r e s s i v e  c i t i z e n r y .
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A nd how m ig h t th e s e  c h a n g e s  in  th e  p r o g r a m  of e d u c a tio n  fo r  

A p a c h e s  im p ro v e  th e  c u r r e n t  c o n d i t io n s ?

A  s u b s ta n t ia l  e x p a n s io n  of r e m e d ia l  s tu d ie s  in  th e  s c h o o ls , 

p a r t i c u l a r ly  d u r in g  th e  f o r m a t iv e  y e a r s  a t  th e  lo w e r g r a d e  le v e ls ,  

sh o u ld  r e d u c e  m a n y  of th e  p ro b le m s  A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  w e re  e x p e r ie n c in g  

p a r t i c u l a r ly  in  th e  a r e a s  of c o m m u n ic a tio n . A llo w in g  th e  " B e g in n e r s "  

to  e n r o l l  a t  an  e a r l i e r  a g e  sh o u ld  h e lp  to  g iv e  th e m  a  h e a d  s t a r t  in s te a d  

of p la c in g  th e m  a  y e a r  b e h in d  th e i r  n o n -In d ia n  c o m p e t i to r s  a s  th e y  

w e re  in  1961.

G iv ing  A p a c h e s  th e  c h a n c e  to  l e a r n  th e  t r u th  a b o u t th e i r  own 

h e r i ta g e  in  sc h o o l s h o u ld  n o t o n ly  h e lp  to  d is p e l  c e r t a in  d e g ra d in g  b e l ie f s  

now h e ld  by  th e  m a jo r i ty  of c h i ld re n ,  b u t i t  w ill  g iv e  th e  p e o p le  a s  a  

w h o le  a  c h a n c e  to  r e a l i z e  th e  v a lu e  an d  d ig n ity  o f th e i r  c u l tu r e  a s  a  

p a r t  of th e  w h o le  e d u c a tiv e  p r o c e s s  fo r  y o u n g e r g e n e r a t io n s .  A f fo r d ­

ing  e d u c a to r s  m o r e  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  fo r  le a r n in g  f r o m  A p a c h e s  a b o u t 

A p a c h e s  sh o u ld  h e lp  to  c r e a t e  a  g r e a t e r  p r a c t i c a l  u n d e rs ta n d in g  b e tw e e n  

th e  two g ro u p s  w h ich , i t  i s  h o p ed , w ill  i n c r e a s e  th e  d e g r e e  of r e s p e c t  

o f e a c h  fo r  th e  o th e r  an d  le a d  to  c o o p e ra t io n  th a t  i s  now la c k in g . P e r ­

m it t in g  A p a c h e s  to  p la y  a  m o r e  m e a n in g fu l r o l e  in  th e  o p e ra t io n  o f 

th e i r  e d u c a tio n  p r o g r a m  by t r a in in g  a d u lts  an d  l e a d e r s  to  m e e t  th e  

d e m a n d s  of i n c r e a s e d  r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  w ill  a ls o  a c c o r d  th e m  a  g r e a t e r  

s e n s e  of w o r th  a n d  d ig n ity ; fo r  a s  M ead  e t a l .  (1955 : 299) s u g g e s te d :

"A s e a c h  c u l tu r e  i s  a  w h o le , h o w e v e r  s o r e ly  to rn  a t  th e  m o m e n t - -
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w ho le  in  th e  s e n s e  th a t  i t  i s  th e  s y s te m  by w h ic h  a n d  th ro u g h  w h ic h  i t s  

m e m b e r s  l i v e - - i n  a l l  r e l a t io n s h ip s  b e tw ee n  c u l tu r e s ,  e a c h  m u s t  be  

a c c o rd e d  d ig n ity  a n d  v a lu e . "

T h e  im p r o v e m e n t  of g u id a n c e  a n d  r e h a b i l i ta t io n  s e r v ic e s  fo r  

A p a ch e  s tu d e n ts  a n d  th e i r  f a m i l ie s  s h o u ld  n o t o n ly  h e lp  to  a l le v ia te  

fa m ily  s o c ia l  a n d  e co n o m ic  p r o b le m s ,  b u t i t  sh o u ld  a ls o  h e lp  to  im p r o v e  

c h i ld - p a r e n t  r e la t io n s h ip s  by a s s i s t i n g  s tu d e n ts  in  the  fo r m u la t io n  of 

m o r e  r e a l i s t i c  g o a ls  a n d  te a c h in g  p a r e n ts  how to  s u p p o r t  th e i r  c h i ld r e n  

in  th e  a t ta in m e n t  o f th e s e  g o a ls .  By p e r m i t t in g  s tu d e n ts  m o r e  o p p o r ­

tu n i t ie s  to  w o rk  in  a r e a s  of i n t e r e s t  d u r in g  th e  s u m m e r s ,  th e y  sh o u ld  

g a in  v a lu a b le  e x p e r ie n c e  th a t  w ill  e n h a n c e  th e i r  e d u c a tio n  an d  p ro v id e  

fe w e r  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  fo r  d e lin q u e n c y .

In c lu d in g  A p a c h e  a d u l ts  in  a  c o m m u n ity  w id e  p r o g r a m  of a c a ­

d e m ic  an d  fu n d a m e n ta l  e d u c a tio n  sh o u ld  n o t o n ly  p ro v id e  th e  c u r r e n t  

g e n e r a t io n  of l e a d e r s  w ith  g r e a t e r  in s ig h t  in to  e x is t in g  p r o b le m s  a n d  

fu tu r e  o p p o r tu n i t ie s ,  b u t i t  s h o u ld  e n a b le  th e m , in  a  v e r y  p r a c t i c a l  

w ay , to  ta k e  on th e  m a n y  r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  th e y  now  la c k  w ith  a  fe e lin g  

of c o n f id e n c e  a n d  th e  a b i l i ty  to  d is c h a r g e  th e m  e f f ic ie n t ly .  U nder su ch  

c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  c u l tu r e  c h a n g e  s h o u ld  o c c u r  th ro u g h  a  s in c e r e  d e s i r e  

fo r ch an g e , r a t h e r  th a n  th ro u g h  o u ts id e  f o r c e  o r  in d u c e m e n t.  T h e  

e x p e r ie n c e  o f c h a n g e  s h o u ld  b e  l e s s  f r u s t r a t in g  a n d  m o r e  re w a r d in g , 

an d  i t s  r o o t  e f fe c ts ,  p r in c ip a l ly  th e  a c c e p ta n c e  of c h a n g e  i t s e l f ,  m a y  

w e ll p ro v e  m o r e  p a la ta b le  a n d  lo n g e r  la s t in g .
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If th e  new  e d u c a tio n  i s  to  f i l l  th e  p la c e  of th e  o ld , i t  h a s  
to  c o v e r  a l l  a r e a s  of l iv in g . N a tiv e  e d u c a tio n  in c lu d e d  g r  o w in g - 
up: i t  g av e  in s t r u c t io n  in  i n t e r - p e r s o n a l  r e la t io n s h ip s ,  s o i l  
c o n s e rv a t io n ,  an d  w a y s  of m a k in g  a  liv in g . T h e  t a s k  of fu n d a ­
m e n ta l  e d u c a tio n  i s  to c o v e r  th e  w h o le  o f l iv in g . In  a d d itio n , 
i t  i s  to  te a c h  n o t o n ly  new  w a y s , b u t th e  n e e d  a n d  in c e n t iv e  
fo r  new  w ay s  (M ead  e t a t .  1955: 253).

W ith  th e  new  c o n c e p tio n  of e d u c a tio n  a s  c o v e r in g  a l l  a r e a s  
of liv in g  c a m e  th e  r e c o g n it io n  of s o c ie ty  a s  th e  u n it to  be  
e d u c a te d  (M ead  e t  a l .  1955: 254).

E d u c a tio n  i s  n e e d e d  in  a l l  th e s e  a r e a s  to  c o p e  w ith  a n d  
r e p a i r  th e  d e s t r u c t io n  a l r e a d y  in tro d u c e d ;  a n d  b ey o n d  th is ,  
to  m a k e  i t  p o s s ib le  fo r  th e  p e o p le  i f  th e y  c h o o se , to  ta k e  
th e i r  p la c e  in  th e  c o m m u n ity  of n a t io n s , a n d  to  ta k e  a d v a n ta g e  
of th e  p r o g r e s s  o f s c ie n c e  a n d  te c h n o lo g y  in  im p ro v in g  th e i r  
s ta n d a r d  of liv in g  (M ead  e t a l .  1955: 253).

S u g g e s tio n s  fo r  F u tu r e  R e s e a r c h  

T h e  a c t iv i ty  of new  r e s e r v a t i o n  p r o g r a m s ,  c h a n g e s  in  BIA  

p o l ic ie s ,  t r i b a l  p o l i t ic a l  a n d  e c o n o m ic  s t r u g g le s ,  a n d  c o u n tle s s  o th e r  

f a c to r s  of in n o v a tio n  on th e  San  C a r lo s  R e s e r v a t io n  s e e m e d  to  s ta m p e d e  

th ro u g h  th e  s e t t in g  of d a ily  A p a ch e  l ife  w ith  th e  b e w ild e r in g  c o n fu s io n  

of K e y s to n e  C o p s o u t of th e  s i l e n t  f i lm  e r a .  E v e n  a s  th is  s tu d y  w a s  

being  w r i t t e n  a n d  c o m p le te d , s ig n if ic a n t  c h a n g e s  w e r e  b e in g  m a d e  in  

th e  p r o g r a m  of e d u c a tio n  fo r  A p a c h e s .

A f te r  1961, th e  B y la s  D ay S ch o o l w as  c lo s e d ,  a n d  a l l  of th e  

A p a ch e  s tu d e n ts  w e r e  sh ip p e d  in to  F t .  T h o m a s  fo r  th e i r  d a i ly  c l a s s e s .  

P u p i ls  f r o m  th e  t in y  R ic e  P u b lic  S ch o o l (p ag e  54 a b o v e ) - - m o s t ly  th e  

c h i ld r e n  of B IA  e m p lo y e e s  - - w e r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  th e  San C a r lo s  D ay 

S choo l, w h ic h  w a s  th e n  m a d e  in to  a n  i n te g r a te d  p u b lic  s c h o o l, f in a n c e d
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la r g e ly  by BIA fu n d s . A  S an  C a r lo s  P T A  w a s  fo u n d e d  so m e  t im e  l a t e r .

I t  w o u ld  be  in te r e s t in g  to  le a r n  w h a t e f fe c ts  th e s e  new  c h a n g e s  

h av e  h a d  in  r e l a t io n  to s o m e  of th e  p r im a r y  c r i t i c i s m s  v ie w e d  in  th is  

r e p o r t :

1. Now th a t  B y la s  i s  a  c o m m u n ity  w ith o u t a  s ch o o l, w h a t 

e ffe c t h a s  th is  h a d  on th e  a t t i tu d e s  o f B y la s  p e o p le  to w a rd s  e d u c a tio n ?  

H ave th e  s c h o o ls  a n d  th e  p e o p le  m a d e  an y  e f fo r t s  to f i l l  th e  g a p ?

2. W hat e f fe c t  h a s  th e  c o n v e r s io n  o f San  C a r lo s  D ay S choo l 

h a d  on  i t s  a c a d e m ic  s ta n d a r d s ?

3. W hat fu n c tio n  d o e s  th e  new San C a r lo s  P T A  s e r v e  in  the  

c o m m u n ity ?  How do i t s  a c t iv i t i e s  r e l a t e  to  th o s e  of th e  t r i b a l  e d u c a ­

tio n  c o m m it te e ?  How h a v e  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  a f f e c te d  th e  a t t i tu d e s  of San 

C a r lo s  p a r e n ts  to w a rd  e d u c a tio n  in  l ig h t  o f th e  f a c t  th a t  th e i r  s c h o o l is  

s t i l l  p r im a r i l y  s u p p o r te d  an d  o p e r a te d  by the  B IA ?

4 . W hat s te p s  h a v e  b e e n  ta k e n  s in c e  1961 to  im p r o v e  c o m m u ­

n ity  s o c ia l  a n d  e c o n o m ic  c o n d itio n s , sch o o l te a c h in g  p r a c t i c e s ,  a n d  

r e s e r v a t io n  e m p lo y m e n t o p p o r tu n i t ie s  to  b r ig h te n  th e  o u tlo o k  of th e  

fu tu r e  fo r  A p a c h e  t e e n - a g e r s ?

A nd  f in a lly :

5. W hat e ffe c ts , i f  an y  d id  th e  w o rk  of th e  N S F  p r o j e c t  s ta f f  

h a v e  on th e  w o rk  of th e  t r i b a l  h e a l th  a n d  e d u c a tio n  c o m m it te e s ,  on th e  

in d iv id u a l l iv e s  of n u m e ro u s  A p a c h e  s tu d e n ts  a n d  f a m i l ie s  w ho r e c e iv e d  

c o u n s e lin g  a id  o v e r  a  lo n g - te r m  p e r io d ,  o n  th e  r e l a t io n s  b e tw e e n  th e
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p u b lic  s c h o o ls  a n d  r e s e r v a t i o n  t r i b a l  an d  BIA a g e n c ie s ,  a n d  on fu tu r e  

e d u ca tio n  p o l ic ie s  d i r e c t in g  th e  p r o g r a m  of e d u c a tio n  fo r  A p a c h e s ?

W h a te v e r  th e  e f fe c ts ,  be th e y  la r g e  o r  s m a ll ,  i t  i s  h o p ed  

th a t th e  good a t  l e a s t  o u t-n u m b e re d  th e  b ad .
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to  S u c c e s s  a n d  F a i l u r e .  A r iz o n a  S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty  C o o p e r a ­
t iv e  R e s e a r c h  P r o j e c t  #938, T e m p e , A r iz o n a .

C u l tu r a l  P a t t e r n s  and  T e c h n ic a l  C h an g e . New  A m e r ic a n  
L ib r a r y ,  New Y o rk .

M im e o g ra p h e d  s p e e c h . F o u r th  A n n u a l In d ia n  E d u c a tio n  
C o n fe re n c e . A r iz o n a  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , T e m p e , A r iz o n a .
3 0 -3 3 .

In d ia n s  in  S ch o o l. B u re a u  of E th n ic  R e s e a r c h ,  U n iv e r s i ty  
of A r iz o n a ,  T u c so n .



O lig e r , M. 
1961
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T h e  Im p a c t  of T r a n s i t io n  f r o m  B u re a u  to  P u b lic  S ch o o l. 
A n n u a l C o n fe re n c e  of th e  C o o rd in a tin g  C o u n c il f o r  
R e s e a r c h  in  In d ia n  E d u c a tio n . 8 -1 0 . P h o e n ix .

O p le r , M. O.
1946 C h ild h o o d  a n d  Y outh  in  J i c a r i l l a  A p a ch e  S o c ie ty . H odge

P u b lic a t io n  F u n d . V o l. V . L o s A n g e le s .

G ra ta , P .
1953 F u n d a m e n ta l  E d u c a tio n  in  a n  A m e r in d ia n  C o m m u n ity .

H a sk e ll  I n s t i tu te ,  B u re a u  of In d ian  A f f a i r s ,  L a w re n c e , 
K a n s a s .

P a r m e e ,  E .  A .
1 9 5 9 -6 1 a  S an  C a r lo s  F ie ld  L o g . M S. A r iz o n a -S o n o ra  F i l e s ,  

U n iv e r s i ty  of A r iz o n a ,  T u c so n .

1 9 5 9 -6 1 b  S an  C a r lo s  R e p o r t .  MS. A r iz o n a -S o n o ra  F i l e s ,  
U n iv e r s i ty  of A r iz o n a ,  T u c so n .

1 9 5 9 - 6 l c  B a s ic  O u tlin e  o f San  C a r lo s  R e p o r t :  T o p ic  III. MS.
A r iz o n a - S o n o r a  F i l e s ,  U n iv e r s i ty  of A r iz o n a ,  T u c so n .

1961 S o c ia l F a c to r s  A ffe c tin g  th e  E d u c a tio n  of San C a r lo s
A p a c h e s . A n n u a l C o n fe re n c e  of th e  C o o rd in a tin g  C o u n c il 
fo r  R e s e a r c h  in  In d ia n  E d u c a tio n . 2 2 -2 6 . P h o e n ix .

P e te r s o n ,  S.
1948 How W ell A r e  In d ia n  C h ild re n  E d u c a te d ?  U n ited  S ta te s

In d ia n  S e rv ic e ,  L a w re n c e , K a n s a s .

P h o e n ix  In d ia n  S choo l
I9 6 0  A  S u m m a ry  of th e  W o rk sh o p  on  th e  E m o tio n a l  N e e d s  a n d

P r o b le m s  of In d ia n  S tu d e n ts  in  B o a rd in g  S c h o o ls . 
M im e o g ra p h e d . P h o e n ix .

P r u c h a ,  F .  P .
1962 A m e r ic a n  In d ia n  P o l ic y  in  th e  F o r m a t iv e  Y e a r s .

H a r v a r d  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  C a m b r id g e .

R a d c lif fe -B ro w n , A . R .
1952 S t r u c tu r e  a n d  F u n c tio n  in  P r im i t iv e  S o c ie ty . T h e  F r e e

P r e s s ,  G le n c o e , I l l in o is .



R e d fie ld , R .
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I9 6 0 T he L i t t l e  C o m m u n ity  a n d  P e a s a n t  S o c ie ty  a n d  C u l tu re .  
U n iv e rs i ty  of C h ic ag o  P r e s s ,  C h ic ag o .

R ie sm a n , D . , N. G la z e r ,  a n d  R . D enney
1955 C h a r a c te r  a n d  S o c ie ty . S tu d ie s  in  M o tiv a tio n . D. C . 

M cC le lla n d , ed . 2 5 2 -2 6 5 . A p p le to n -C e n tu ry -C ro f ts ,  
I n c . ,  New Y o rk .

R o b iso n , H. E . , E . H. S p ic e r ,  e t  a l .
1954 T h e  San C a r lo s  A p a c h e  In d ia n  R e s e r v a t io n :  A  R e s o u r c e s  

D e v e lo p m e n t S tudy . S ta n fo rd  R e s e a r c h  In s t i tu te ,  P h o e n ix .

S an ch ez , G. I.
1944 T he  D e v e lo p m e n t of H ig h e r  E d u c a tio n  in  M ex ico . K ings 

C ro w n  P r e s s ,  New Y o rk .

S ie g e l, B . J .
1955 M o d els  fo r  th e  A n a ly s is  of th e  E d u c a tiv e  P r o c e s s  in

A m e r ic a n  C o m m u n itie s . E d u c a tio n  a n d  A n th ro p o lo g y . 
G e o rg e  D. S p in d le r , ed . 3 8 -4 9 . S ta n fo rd  U n iv e r s i ty  
P r e s s ,  S ta n fo rd .

S p ic e r , E . H.
1962 C y c le s  of C o n q u e s t. U n iv e r s i ty  o f A r iz o n a  P r e s s ,  T u c so n .

S p in d le r , G. D.
1963 E d u c a tio n  a n d  C u l tu re .  H olt, R in e h a r t  a n d  W in sto n , I n c . , 

New Y o rk .

T h o m p so n , H.
I9 6 0 R e s e a r c h  a n d  I ts  Im p l ic a t io n s  fo r  In d ia n  E d u c a tio n : F r o m  

th e  L a u n c h in g  P a d  to  th e  M oon. T h i r d  A n n u a l C o n fe re n c e  
on N av a jo  E d u c a tio n . 1 2 -1 5 . F la g s ta f f ,  A r iz o n a .

W auneka , A .
1963 R e c o rd e d  s p e e c h . F o u r th  A n n u a l In d ia n  E d u c a tio n  C o n fe r -  

e n c e . A r iz o n a  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , T e m p e , A r iz o n a .  3 3 -3 7 .

W ax, M. 
1963 A m e r ic a n  In d ia n  E d u c a tio n  a s  a  C u l tu r a l  T r a n s a t io n .  

T e a c h e r s  C o lle g e  R e c o rd .  V o l. 64, N o. 8: 6 9 3 -7 0 4 . 
New Y o rk .

W ax, M. 
1963
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W ax, M. a n d  R . W ax
1963 T he O g la la  S io u x  E d u c a tio n a l  P r o j e c t .  M im e o g ra p h e d , 

c o n f id e n tia l .  E m o ry  U n iv e rs ity , A tla n ta .

1964 C u ltu ra l  D e p r iv a tio n  a s  an  E d u c a tio n a l Id e o lo g y . 
J o u rn a l  of A m e r ic a n  In d ian  E d u c a tio n . V o l. 3, N o. 2: 
1 5 -1 8 . T e m p e , A r iz o n a .

W esley , C. 
1961 In d ia n  E d u c a tio n . J o u r n a l  of A m e r ic a n  In d ia n  E d u c a tio n . 

V o l. 1, N o. 1: 4 -7 .  T e m p e , A r iz o n a .

Z in tz , M . V . 
I9 6 0 T he  In d ia n  R e s e a r c h  S tudy: F in a l  R e p o r t .  U n iv e r s i ty  of 

New  M ex ico , A lb u q u e rq u e .


