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ABSTRACT

During the summer of 1967, some 247 Mexican-American families 

residing in western and southern Tucson and having children in the 

District #1 experimental primary education program were interviewed 

to discover existing patterns within the home and those factors out

side of the home itself influencing the child. A pattern of residential 

separation between the Mexican-Americans and other ethnic groups was 

observed during the interviews. In order to explain this pattern of 

structural separation the five factors--economics, education, language, 

religion and family patterns--are explored to discover the role of 
each in maintaining this pattern of Mexican-American residential separ
ation.

In the analysis of the data the family was discovered to be 

the most important and vital factor in the perpetuation of structural 

separation, but the patterns of economics, education, language, and 
religion were found to be important environmental variables influencing 

the family's view of the world and especially of Tucson's western and 

southern regions. As a result of the interaction of these patterns 

of economics and other cultural factors the Mexican-Americans are 

generally of lower socioeconomic status, are employed in unskilled 

and semi-skilled jobs, have a junior high school education, speak and 
communicate their thoughts and ideas primarily through Spanish, are

ix
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over 90 per cent Catholic, have large families of seven or more, large 

extended families and generally desire to live with other Mexican- 
Americans.

The reason for the Mexican-Americans choosing separate neigh

borhoods supports Homans* contention that persons will continue those 

patterns of interaction that they enjoy, those that are personally 

rewarding to them and, thus, provide a degree of social security in 

their predictability. In turn, those patterns that are not rewarding 

are avoided and discontinued (Homans, 1961:186). It follows that if 

Mexican-Amerleans are not able to follow profitable and personally 

rewarding activities into the mainstream of middle-class life, they 

will remain with those social patterns that have in the past provided 
them with security and reward.



CHAPTER 1.

INTRODUCTION

The United States is composed of many cultures. Certainly, 

variations are healthy for national vigor, but these differences are 
often disconcerting to the policy-makers on national, state and local 

levels (Williams, 1957:2). In their quest to plan our composite destiny-- 

protecting and directing us with laws which deal with the socio-cultural 

patterns found within the national boundaries--these lawmakers have 

seldom understood cultural variation. As policy-makers, they are able 

to view structural differences in cultures but seldom are able to derive 

an adequate explanation for the existence of these structural patterns.
Why do they exist? What do they mean to the people within the structure? 

What is the basis for residential separation of the Mexican-American?

What perpetuates this pattern of structural separateness? What is 
the role of economics, education, language, religion and family in 

the maintenance of the Mexican-American social structure?

1
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Statement of Problem

One of these patterns of flourishing historical memory and 

collectivity sentiment belongs to the Mexican-American of our South

west. In Tucson, the Mexican-American lives largely separated from 

his Anglo townsmen in an area stretching across the western and 

southern sections of the city (United States Census of Population, 

1960). Living with his kinsmen, speaking a "foreign" language, 

Spanish, and voluntarily contributing to the continuance of his 
distinctive socio-cultural system, the Mexican-American is the focus 

of this discussion. How can the residential separation of the Mexi

can-American from other ethnic groups in Tucson be most adequately 
explained? This discussion will not argue that this pattern is 

desirable or undesirable for the Anglo dominant society or for the 
Mexican-American subordinate society; it merely seeks to describe 

the phenomenon as it exists and to explain why it exists. For analy

tical purposes, I will make a distinction between "Mexican-Americans" 

and "Americans of Mexican descent," the former designating the un

assimilated, the latter designating the assimilated.

Methodology

In the Spring of 1967, the Population Description Division 

of the University of Arizona's Early Childhood Education Laboratory 
constructed an interview schedule and administered it to a multi

ethnic sample of parents having children in Tucson District No. 1 

Experimental Education Program. This sample of parents was composed 
of Mexican-American, Negro, Indian, Oriental, Anglo, and parents of
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mixed ethnicity, and reisded over a twelve school area stretching 

across the poorest, most heavily concentrated Mexican-American area 
of Tucson. (See Tables 1, 2 and 3)

The purpose of our research was to inquire into the life 

patterns of these families and discover those environmental factors 

influencing the child's success or. failure in school. Since the 

Mexican-American child has a significantly high 1 drop-out1 rate in 

the local schools, this group was especially emphasized in the design 

of our survey. Psychological tests had earlier been given to these 

same children and there were hopes that significant correlations be

tween academic skills and the home environment could be made.

The sample was randomly selected and included all the ethnic 
groups residing within this western and southern area of Tucson. Be
cause of the predominance of Mexican-Americans residing in this area 
and the keen interest in Mexican-American academic problems, this 

group comprised the largest portion of our sample, 247 families. There 
were 43 Anglos, 48 Negroes, 11 Orientals, 4 Indians, and 33 families 

of mixed ethnicity. The interviewing itself was done by five gratuate 

students--myself, plus three Mexican-American graduate students and 
an Anglo student. Each interview lasted from one to one and a half 

hours.

For the interviews a large, 250 question schedule was con

structed. The schedule was composed of 11 question areas designed 
to discover patterns in family organization, housing, occupation, 

education, ethnic affiliations, politics and government, religion.
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illness, recreation and leisure, clubs and sodalities, and informal 
and formal observational materials. Although the categorization may 

be arbitrary, we felt that the content of these areas is always basic 

to the understanding of a society and that these areas would offer 

some evidence as to the child's home environment.

Throughout the interviews, we began to notice that many of 

the neighborhoods were predominantly Mexican-American and the pattern 

of interaction was between Mexican-Americans rather than with a 

variety of ethnic groups, even those of the same socioeconomic level. 

Since this pattern of residential separation affects the child in 

District #1 schools, I began an investigation, at first informal and 

then, later, formal, into the data gathered in order to attempt to 
isolate the basic factor or factors contributing to this residential 
separation. I found this problem to be extremely complex and not 

amenable to a simple solution or a single answer; it is a product of 

historical, cultural, economic circumstance and subject to the often 

vague qualities of human emotions.

Literature of Structural Separation

Social Science has produced three generally accepted explana

tions for the phenomenon of ethnic residential separation; First, the 

ethnic groups are separated because of the dominant society's 'taste 

for discrimination' (Lieberson, 1962:5, and Mittelbach and Moore,

1966:2); second, the socioeconomic statuses of the groups are different 
and for this reason, purely economic, the groups are separated; third, 

the groups are separated by the choice of the minority groups (Lieberson,
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1962:5). I think our data supports the second and third assumptions 

as feasible explanations, but there must be a more careful examination 

of other factors that might influence the pattern of separation. Hans 

Zeisel has stated why further analysis of other variables is necessary:

in survey analysis the greater opportunity of inter
locking the various relationships often buttresses the vali
dity of each one; it thereby considerably reduces the practical 
significance of the proof argument. Second, such relation
ships are often developed against a more general background 
of established knowledge which will help in the assessment of 
findings. (Zeisel, 1957:132-33)

In short, these three variables do not delve deeply enough into the 

dynamics of separation.
Taking these three explanations one by one, we may eliminate 

the explanation for separation based on a conscious 1 taste for dis
crimination* coveted within the Anglo society in Tucson toward the 

Mexican-American. There is no well focused steriotypic expression 

of such discrimination as there is toward the Negro.

In our survey we discovered that a simple discussion of 1 taste 

for discrimination* does not adequately describe what happens in real 
life when two groups are residentially separate. As an example, Anglos 

are willing to accept Mexican-Americans with the stipulation that 

those persons possess middle-class status and are thoroughly accul- 
turated and efficient in the middle-class values. If a Mexican-Ameri- 

can is able to meet these qualifications and is structurally an accepted 

part of the mainstream middle-class, then, by our definitions, he is 
not a Mexican-American; he is an American of Mexican descent. In his 

pattern of acceptance and rejection by avoidance, the Anglo will not
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accept Mexican-Americans as neighbors; he will only generally accept 
Americans of Mexican descent. He justifies his rigid criteria for 

selection by -viewing his middle-class society as the best of all 

possible societies— "Mexican-American children are generally deprived 

of middle-class benefits." A common exclamation from Anglo parents 

about the Mexican-American parent is: "Don't those people know that

they are just hurting their children?" I am not attempting to be 

culturally relativistic and state that each culture is as adequate 

a resource for the solution of problems in our modern technological 

world as any other cultures. What I am saying is that Anglo parents 

only offer a narrow range of acceptable behavior patterns to other 
groups and they want a mirrored image of middle-class behavior in 

return. Anglos value the trappings of middle-class society as much 

as the techniques that maintain the economic basis for the society.

We can now more clearly see what criteria the dominant Anglo 

sets for his acceptance of Mexican-Americans as equals. The Anglo 

does not view this rejection by avoidance of minority groups as 

stereotypic discrimination. In fact, it cannot be said to be pre
judice (Williams, 1947:37-38% It is a functional discrimination based 

on social differences. The Anglo will simply interact in primary 

fashion with only other Anglos. "The intimate friends we invite to 

our home regularly for dinner and to whose parties we are invited in 

return, constitute a primary group" (Gordon, 1964:32). He is usually 

willing to deal with minority groups if the individual dealt with use 

the middle-class cultural repertoire as his basis for interaction with
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the Anglo. But, even then the primary nature of interaction— that 
kind of interaction that constitutes structural assimilation (Gordon, 

1964:67)— usually is lacking. Since it is easier to continue those 

social patterns that are predictable and avoid those strange, and, 

therefore, unpredictable patterns, the Anglo sets narrow limits to 

individuals with whom he will interact (Homans, 1961:186). This 

pattern of inter-group interaction is probably an accurate description 
of any large ethnic group, but what is important here is that the 

Anglo controls the economic system in Tucson. Since the Mexican- 

American deals with the Anglo in his economic endeavors, he must 

learn the Anglo system if he is to succeed economically. Since the 

Mexican-American evidently is not able to point to economic successes 
in Tucson that prove his acceptance of Anglo ways (up to 1960 approxi

mately one- fourth of the Mexican-Americans had become Americans of 
Mexican-descent in Tucson), we must look at the Mexican-American 

society to discover what acts as an anti-acculturative device and an 

anti-assimilation device within the Mexican-American social structure. 

What keeps the Mexican-American a Mexican-American?

Moore and Mittelbach (1966) have taken a careful survey of 

the Mexican-American literature and census data for the Southwest, 

and they conclude that the most significant variables contributing 

to the separation of the Mexican-American from the Anglo are economics 

and what they term 'familial traditionalism1— a statistically strong 

tendency in the Mexican-American society to have large families. They 
conclude that this tendency illustrates that the family is one of the
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major factors contributing to residential separation of Mexican-Ameri

can from Anglos. They see a strong relationship between family size, 

socioeconomic status of the family and residential separation of the 

family from Anglos in the Southwest. Spiro (1955:1246) has shown that 

the family can act as an anti-acculturative device dependent on the 

urban economic ecology and the family can act as an independent vari
able designed and maintained to serve its members as best it can. Our 

data support this contention and considerably broaden it to include 

human values, attitudes and general social patterns.

The Hypothesis of Mexican-American Residential Separation

We find that there are two interrelated areas associated with 
the residential separation of Mexican-Americans from Anglos in Tucson. 

The first, the low socioeconomic status of the Mexican-American in 

the southern and western sections of Tucson, acts as an ecological 
variable limiting the modes of economic expression possible within 

the Mexican-American society. The second, the kinship affinities of 

the Mexican-American, provides a basis and a means for continued 

existence within Tucson. It is through the family that continuous 

socialization processes are managed. It is the family that produces 

the observable neighborhoods, distinct language patterns, and separation 

from other ethnic groups. Just why the family operates in this fashion 

can most adequately be explained by viewing the family as an institution 

working for survival of its members. This survival must provide both 

social and psychological rewards to individual members of the Mexican- 
American family; it must be consistent if not efficient in the social!-
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zation and enculturation of Mexican-American children with Mexican- 
American sociocultural patterns. The family, however, cannot be 

totally efficient in its socialization. It cannot provide many of 

the needed instrumental skills in order for its members to success

fully deal with the Anglo social and economic systems. It cannot 

provide all the skills needed for survival in the Anglo world, but it 

does provide most of the pertinent Mexican-American skills. Also, it 
must be recognized that many of the Mexican-American sociocultural 

patterns, such as a belief in envidiosa, might be detrimental to 

successful dealings with the Anglo system. In light of the Anglo 
system the Mexican-American family is not functional, but in light 
of the Mexican-American system it is functional; the present level 
of socialization efficiency allows for the continuance of the system. 

Certainly, there is conflict in the Mexican-American socialization, 

but present socialization allows the Mexican-American sociocultural 

system to continue.

The family filters through its fabric the reality of the 
world around it. A very real part of this world is the economic 

system in Tucson. How broad and flexible this system is in relation

ship to the Mexican-American influences his attitudes and values. How 

flexible the Mexican-American is in his dealings with the system will 

depend on the extent of his instrumental skills, his ambition and the 

access to necessary tools within the economic sphere. Within this 

framework of dynamic relationships between family and the economic 

system there must be pleasure and human gratification. If gratifi
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cation, with inherent limitations within the Mexican-American society, 

is best accomplished by residential separation, then that pattern will 
be continued. If other potentially and immediately rewarding patterns 

are evident to the Mexican-American and he is able to taste reward 

outside his ethnic community based on instrumental skills he can master 

or has mastered, the Mexican-Americans can alter his pattern of resi
dential separation and may become Americans of Mexican descent rather 

than true Mexican-Americans. But, if the economic variables continue 

as they have, and the Mexican-American continues in unskilled, semi

skilled, and a few skilled jobs, he will remain separate.

The Basis for Discussion
There are several generalizations or assumptions about Mexican- 

American society in Tucson which I will utilize in my discussion.

These are derived from observations and experiences with the Mexican- 

American in Tucson, especially those residing in the western and 

southern areas of the city: First, the Mexican-American is of a
lower socioeconomic level than other Tucsonans of Anglo ethnicity; 

second, the Mexican-American is highly motivated to achieve both 
economically and educationally, achievements viewed as interdependent; 

third, the Mexican-American speaks Spanish and communicates much of 

his sentiments and values through it; fourth, there is a strong in

fluence from Mexico on the local Mexican-American population, and 
that influence seems to be increasing, not decreasing as many believe; 

fifth, the Mexican-American is overwhelmingly affiliated in sentiment
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and practice with a distinctively Mexican version of Catholicism; 

sixth, Mexican-Americans tend to interact most with other Mexican- 

Americans, especially relatives, even though other ethnic groups are 

often on the same socioeconomic level as themselves; seventh, the 

Mexican-American has a pattern of large families and many relatives 

in Tucson with whom he interacts frequently; and eighth, the Mexican- 

American is residentially separated from other ethnic groups in Tucson. 

It is through the exploration of these variables and the investigation 

of the data on the Anglo and the Mexican-American that I will work 

toward my goal.

These variables depict a Tucson Mexican-American population 
that is structurally separated from and unassimilated into the middle- 

class. They are essentially of one socioeconomic status (Gordon, 
1964:51), interacting with Anglos only minimally, and contributing 

to the growth and continuance of their separate society. It has 
been noted by social scientists that where there is structural dif

ferentiation between two societies there tends to be cultural pluralism 

(Gordon, 1964:239), that is, there are different cultures represented 

by different ethnic groups. We might reason that the culture of the 

Mexican-American is different from other cultures in Tucson because 

it has a different set of patterns and problems. Furthermore, in 

order to understand those patterns and problems, we have to understand 

their context, the total cultural and economic ecology of the Mexican- 
American. This procedure will help us better understand the dynamics 

of the Mexican-American residential separation from Anglos and dis
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cover the vital link in this total social process. What is basically 
responsible for the continuance of these patterns to lead to residential 

separation? Is it economics and education, language and the Mexican 

version of Catholicism, or is it the large extended families of the 

Mexican-American? It is all of these. Economics, education, language 

and religion, transmitted through the family, act as the substance, 
the reality, which establishes both the limits and quality of the 

Mexican sociocultural system.



CHAPTER 2.

ECONOMIC PATTERNS IN THE WESTERN AND SOUTHERN AREAS OF TUCSON

The economic patterns of the Tucson Mexican-Amerlean are signifi

cantly different from the Anglo residing in Tucson, and even those 

Anglos residing in the same area, shopping at the same markets and 

having children in the same schools. Mittelbach and Moore have found 

that there are significant relationships between economic factors, what 

they term familial traditionalism and residential separation of the 

Mexican-American from the Anglo (Moore and Mittelbach, 1966:27).

Since the economic and educational advantages of the United States 

were one reason for the Mexican-American coming to Tucson, it is very 

important to him. Basing his decisions on this reality, the Mexican- 
American will incorporate this educational and economic experience 

into his sociocultural system. If the economic situation of the Mexi

can-American is rewarding, he will reflect it in his attitudes toward 
the economic system when he socializes his children or answers questions 

put to him by an anthropologist.

16
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TABLE 1. MEXICAN-AMERICAN JOB CATEGORIES

JOBS PERCENTAGES IN CATEGORY

UNSKILLED:

Day laborer...........................................04
Janitor...............................................04
Kitchen helper ....................................  01
Garbage collector.....................................0%
Construction worker...................................08
Housework............................................. 01
Commercial. landry........................ 01
Freight handler.......................................03
Poverty program.......................................01
Miner. ........................  07

30

SEMI-SKILLED:
Machine operator ..................................... 04
Produce inspector.....................................01
Construction worker......................  02
Gardener . ................  05
Light truck driver...................................04
Clerical . . . . . . .  ............................  01
Hospital orderly ..................................... 01
Other. . ............................................. 04

23

SKILLED:

Butcher-Baker.........................................02
Electrician...........................................02
Lab technician.......................................0%
Mechanic............................................. 03
Welder............................................... 02
Heavy truck driver...................................02
Carpenter.............................................02
Construction . ....................................... 11
Policeman-Fireman.....................................0^

25
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PROFESSIONAL:
Engineer, . . . . . . . . .  ................  . . . .  01
Military. ....................    0%
Minister. ............................................. 01
Businessman...........................................03

05

OTHER SOURCES OF INCOME:
Government training program ........................  0%
Welfare . ......................   02
Aide to Dependent Children. . . .  ........  . . . . .  11
Social Security ....................................  02
Pensions. . . . ..................    02

17

_________________________________________ Total:_______100
N=247
It is useful for me to describe the economic reality of the 

Mexican-American in our sample because this depicts the range of 

economic possibilities that is reality to a Mexican-American family. 

For a comparison of Negro, Anglo, and Mexican-American job categories 

and income see figures 1 and 2.
Only 3 per cent of the Mexican-Americans in our sample are 

businessmen; 53 per cent are pursuing unskilled or semi-skilled jobs; 

13 per cent are on welfare or ADC. When we talked to the people in

cluded in our sample, 8 per cent had either an unskilled job or semi

skilled job, or, they were dependent on other sources of income as 

indicated in table 1. The real measure of socioeconomic differences 
between the Anglo and the Mexican-American is shown by the percentages 

of professionals in each category. The Anglos in our sample have 35 

per cent of their work force with professional-type jobs; the Mexican- 
Americans have only 5 per cent.
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Another factor substantiating the socioeconomic difference 

as based on income is a comparison of Anglo and Mexican-American in

comes for 1966-67. For the Mexican-American this may be an over

estimate because of his generally low-skill jobs that are subject to 

the whims of Tucson's economy. (See Figure 4)

Personal Cases
There are many explanations for the differences but the most 

telling accounts came from the people themselves, beginning at the 

lowest Mexican-American category and progressing to the highest:
Mr. B was employed by a local slaughterhouse in Tucson 

but had been laid-off for a couple of weeks. He stated that 
he had immigrated to the United States with his family from 
Sonora, Mexico, five years ago in order to give them more 
opportunity in life and give them a better education. How
ever, Mr. B is a very sad man now because he said that the 
loan companies in Tucson have indebted him for the next twenty 
years and he will probably not be able to see his children 
even finish high school because he thinks he will not be able 
to afford it.

He says that his lack of English has been a terrible 
holdback in his life because this, alone, could have saved 
him from paying so much on notes that he signed and couldn1t 
really read. For example, Mr. B still owes $380 on a couch 
and two end tables that are already five years old and are 
pretty, badly in need of repair; he cashed a fifty dollar 
check sent to him by a loan company and later got a statement 
saying he owed $150 according to the terms; he had to pay for 
a car that had been repossessed and sold to another owner, 
etc. Mr. B is bitter toward life now. His neighbors, he said, 
are no good, and Legal Aid had told him that they, like him, 
could be sent back to Mexico unless they paid off their debts.

Mrs. P is a fourth generation Mexican-American. She 
is employed at a local high school, but was told that she 
would be laid off. Her daughter has been in the reformatory 
three times and probably will go again. Mrs. P is marginal 
in her attitudes toward Mexican-Americans and Anglo, both 
which she despises. When we asked how she got along alone 
with four children, she said, 'I hustle for a few bucks when 
it really gets bad.1
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Mr. E passed away four years ago and so the family 
exists on social security. Mrs. E doesn't work because of 
her dutues to the family.

Mr. S is a gardener for the University and has worked 
there for the past twenty-six years. He indicated satisfaction 
with his present job, 'I'm still working here.' The job was 
steady and paid enough to get by with. He classified himself 
as 'in the middle' of the socioeconomic status system, and 
remarked that he knew people who 'were worse off than I am,' 
without homes or jobs.

Mr. A is presently working at the VA hospital as an 
inhalation therapist, and has done so for the past twenty 
years. His present income is a little over six thousand 
dollars and this seemed to be the crux of Mrs. A's conver
sation. She wanted her sons to have a much better education 
than the parents and make much more money. Both Mr. and Mrs.
A were educated in Mexico, and both graduated from business 
college there; Mrs. A went on to beauty college.

Mr. S is a protestant minister and originally came from 
California. He exhibited so much of the "WASP" orientation 
of the middle-class society that it was evident in almost all 
of his conversation. He was conservative in his political 
convictions and believed in the individual person's ability 
to 'make good.' He said, proudly, that his boy was smarter 
than all others in his class and couldn't see why he had to 
be put in a class with those of lower economic, 'underprivileged' 
homes.

Mrs. L is married to a man of Italian ancestry. Through
out the conversation, she differentiated herself from those 
who, obviously, were a part of her own past, but, had been 
left behind. She talked about government, politics and the 
inflexibility of Tucson's government to change. Mrs. L's 
husband is an engineer at a local aircraft company.

These accounts range from the bottom of the economic situation

for the Mexican-American to the top position available to him within

our sample area. There are many examples of Mr. S, the gardener,
taught by experience to temper his demands in order to survive.
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Reality and Attitudes Concerning the Working Wife 

One of the factors that seems to have been tempered and changed 

to fit this generally low economic situation of the Mexican-American 

is the working wife. Although only 11 per cent of the wives work, 
attitudes favoring working wives as a necessary step for familial 

survival are generally positive. "Is the home the only proper place 
for a woman, or, is it all right for a woman to work?" we asked the 

parents. It is possible for the wife to work, 60 per cent answered, 

and, indeed, it might be necessary to work; 40 per cent answered that 

it was out of the question to work. From our observations about the 

local economic pressures on these families, we can explain that atti- 

tudinal patterns vary according to the economic patterns of the families 

in number averaging 7 and with 32 per cent under $4,000 and many others 

hanging from the economic threads of Tucson's labor market and subject 
directly to its fluctuation.

Attitudes Toward Child's Future Employment 
As a response to the economic system, the Mexican-American 

has motivated his children to succeed in areas which are higher in 

income and job stability than the occupational status of the father.

To obtain information in this area to test the Mexican-American 

attitudes toward conservatism in employment, we asked, "Would you be 

satisfied if your son went into your occupation?" Not wishing to 

answer were 12 per cent; 21 per cent stated yes; 60 per cent stated 
that they wished their son would enter another, generally higher.
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occupation; and 7 per cent stated that they were undecided. Only 
21 per cent thought that the husband's job was sufficient for the 

son's future employment.

Then, we asked, "What occupation would you like for your son 

to enter if you don't want him in your present occupation?" I would 
briefly like to compare the father's occupation with those chosen 

for the son.

TABLE 2. COMPARISON OF FATHER'S OCCUPATION WITH CHOICE
OF OCCUPATION FOR SON

FATHER'S PRESENT OCCUPATION PARENT'S CHOICE FOR SON

Unskilled............  30 Any good job. . . .  21
Semi-Skilled........  23 Unskilled......... 0%
Skilled..............  25 Semi-Skilled. . . .  07
Professional........  05 Skilled...........  21
Other................  17 Professional. . . .  25

No information. . . 27

The predominant number of father's occupations fall into the 
unskilled and the semi-skilled categories, and there is a high per

centage of families dependent on unearned sources of income for 

sustenance. For the son, there is a trend toward the more secure 
and the steadier jobs. "I want my son to have a good, steady job 

and not have to worry about debts or being poor." But, there are 

some 27 per cent who are either satisfied with their present job or 
else they are not directing their sons in any one area, and there are 

only 24 per cent of the families that make over $6,000 a year. Those 

who tended to have the more specific answers were either first genera
tion arrivals who had not gotten under the thumb of loan companies
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or they were second generation families with steady employment and 
some recognizable chance for emprovement.

Foreign-Born and Native-Born

Dworkin (1965:68) has pointed out that in Southern California 

there is a generational phenomenon among the Hexican-American which 

depicts a change of attitudes over generations toward the United States, 

the Anglo and the Mexican-American. The first generation, foreign- 
born, tends to have strong impressions of the life in Mexico and 

utilize this as a background for their stereotypic impressions of 

the United States. Those with no Mexican experiences, the native- 
born, are more pessimistic in their interpretations of the United 
States and portray this in their stereotypic expressions of United 

States life. This is true for Tucson, also, but it can also be true 

of the first-generation person such as Mr. B, the man with his life 

tied to a loan company.

Attitudes Toward Economic Achievement 
"Should you make as much money as possible, or, only enough 

for necessities?" Only 20 per cent said that it was a good thing to 

make only enough for necessities. It was a good thing to earn as 

much as possible said 79 per cent; no doubt they did not conceive 
of the limited good as functional in Tucson. As reasons for their 

choice, 35 per cent said they needed more money to pay bills and stay 

out of debt; 15 per cent said they needed more money to save for the 
child's education. Only 16 per cent gave reasons for not making as 

much as possible; it is a bad thing.
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The Flexibility of Attitudes Toward Change 
To get at the flexibility of these many attitudes held about 

economic acheivement, we asked the parents, "Is it better to stay 

with what you have rather than trying new and different things?"

TABLE 3. ATTITUDINAL FLEXIBILITY TO CHANGE

RESPONSES PERCENTAGES
Agree: Change is desirable ..............    54
Depends: Undecided ..................................  03
Disagree: Change is undesirable.......................  42
No Information........................................  01 I

I had for some time gotten the impression that these people 
have had many unfortunate encounters with the economic system here 
and would probably reflect it in their attitudes about their own 

personal ability to change things for the better. Of the parents,
60 per cent said whenever they attempt to change things, it is gener

ally worse than if they did not change. One explanation for this 

attitude, or, rather an interpretation of it comes from the Mexican 

habit of quitting jobs when they do not please him in the hope of 

getting a better one. In Tucson this is a dangerous habit; one that 

can lead to financial disaster.

An Overview

Fishman (1966:290) has given this picture of the Mexican- 

American, a historical note that is well worth our while to consider 
today:
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In the slump after the war (World War II) ended, these 
Spanish speaking residents found themselves nearly at the 
bottom of a fiercely competitive labor market. They had 
neither the skills, education, training, financial credit, 
nor political power to establish themselves in the peacetime 
situation....They clearly saw the close correlation between 
lack of skills in English and familiarity with Anglo culture, 
and liability to discrimination and other disadvantages.

The Mexican immigrant, like so many other immigrants to the 

United States, has come with lower skill training and with a language 

disadvantage, but with-great expectations for a better, richer life 

for himself and his children. All too often he becomes the victim 

of an economic system which has the hope of private enterprise suc

cesses and material gains. The criteria for economic selection are 
not rigid and only slightly flexible when one is at the bottom. These 

Mexican-Americans are generally subject to the fluctuations of Tucson's 

labor market: How diversified it is and will become in the near
future, what it demands and gives in return, and how it meets the 

immigrant when he enters its perimeters (see Figure 3).
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CHAPTER 3.

EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATIONS AND ACHIEVEMENT

If the Mexican-American is able to avoid the pitfalls of 

language and is able to find suitable employment, make the necessary 

personal alterations, he is then able to consider the fulfillment of 

his goal, the education of his children.

The Educational Achievement of Mexican-American Parents 
The parents of the first grade children are generally lower 

in educational achievement than are the Anglos within the same area. 

Since one of the most influential factors in the child's life is the 

mother (Henderson, 1966) her educational experiences and her range of 

knowledge, especially of the Anglo, undoubtedly will be reflected in 
the child.

TABLE 4. THE EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT LEVEL OF THE MOTHERS

GRADE LEVEL PERCENTAGES

0-6th grade............................................... 33
7-9th grade............................................... 46
10-12th grade........................................... . 19
13+ grades................................................. 02

X = 7.5020; standard deviation = 2.7994 N = 247



The educational range of the mothers reflects an older educational 

system that went to the ninth grade. Many mothers dropped out at 

this point.
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TABLE 5. THE EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT LEVEL OF THE FATHERS

GRADE LEVEL PERCENTAGES

0-6th grade............................................. 30
7-9th grade ................   39
10-12th grade.... .......................................  21
13+ grades...............................................  05
No data .............................................. .. . 05

X = 9.0891; standard deviation = 6.8033 N = 247
The higher grade level is probably a result of traditional preferences 
toward the male in education and the range of the standard deviation 

is probably a function of the economic situation in which the male 

student was often called upon to help out with the income in the 

family. "The Mexican male child has many liberties; the female has 

few, but the male has to make up for the liberties with responsi
bility," one Mexican-American investigator remarked from his own 

experiences. But this pattern is rapidly changing in Tucson. The 

female is considered for a much broader spectrum of social activities 

and responsibilities than earlier, but, tradition hangs on.

TABLE 6. ATTITUDES TOWARD BOY'S EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT

GRADE LEVEL DESIRED BY PARENT PERCENTAGES
Below College  ............................ .. 43
College Education ........................................  57
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TABLE 7. ATTITUDES TOWARD GIRL'S EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT
GRADE LEVEL DESIRED BY PARENT PERCENTAGES

Below college .  ........................................  06
College education.......... .................................94

TABLE 8. ATTITUDES TOWARD CHILD'S SPECIFIC EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT

GRADE LEVEL DESIRED BY PARENT * PERCENTAGES
No information..........  01
8 years. ...........................................less than 01
High School graduate....................................  21
Some College............................................  21
College graduate .........................................  50
Beyond 4 years of College..................   06

The basis for a majority of these aspirations for college 

educations is economics (Fogel, 1965). Not all wanted the child to 

really finish college but have the prestige of saying, "I went to 

college." A gardener remarked one day at the University, "Years 

ago, the only Mexican you saw here was a gardener; now there are 

many chicano students" (See Figures 4-7)

Personal Cases

Here are some of the people we interviewed explaining what 
educational aspirations they have and why:

Mrs. V is a large lady who literally built her home 
while her husband worked for a living as a gardener seven 
days a week for thirty years. "A boy should get all the 
education he can. This way he can get a better job. And 
nowadays a girl should also get all the education possible. 
Long ago, the girl got married and tended to the home and 
washed diapers; now both the boy and girl have to work. I 
wished my son would go to college, he would be the first in 
our family.1
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Mrs. S is a spunky lady who quickly answered the questions. 
She thought that as much education as possible for both girls 
and boys, but she mentioned that they could be pushed too hard.
A college education was a good thing because one could get a 
better job than taking in laundry.

Mrs. R is a third generation Mexican-American living 
in a nice home in southern Tucson. She said "A boy should 
get at least a high school education because after all, as 
soon as he finishes high school, he has to join the army.'
'Girls,1 she said, 'don't need to finish high school because 
they get married.' Then she added, 'And, besides, even with 
a high school education, all they can get is a dishwashing 
job.'

Mr. C felt that a combination of vocational skills and 
general education should be taught because, 'One needs both 
to get a job.' Knowing the Anglo world is a good thing. We 
asked him if he liked his work (gardener), and he replied, 
'Buen trabajo' (good work)...no complaint. As for school 
and the child, he remarked, 'They teach him the best they 
can. If the child doesn't learn, it's because he didn't 
want to learn.'

Mrs. A wanted her sons to go on to college and become 
lawyers, a traditional Mexican aspiration, so they could make 
a lot of money and have a good life.

Education and the Economic System 

Education to the Mexican-American is largely geared to the 

idea of usefulness in terms of the economic system that they know 

best, as it is illustrated from their attitudes toward the goal of 

education (Demos, 1962). "Should the schools teach more specific 

skills or a general education?"

TABLE 9. ATTITUDES CONCERNING THE GOALS OF EDUCATION

RESPONSES PERCENTAGES
Teach specific skills................................  63
Teach general education ..............................  17
Teach both...............   20
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The measurement of the separation of the Mexican-Americans 

is largely through the work of the social fabric, but the economic 

system gives such great impetus to this separation that it cannot 

be ignored. The relationship that Moore and Mittelbach have shown 

between residential separation, low economic status and traditionalism 

in the Mexican-American family are, as far as I am concerned, valid 

for Tucson in a much broader sense than they meant. There are only 
3 per cent of these Mexican-Americans who belong to the middle-class 

economically and occupationally. In all of Tucson, according to 

the Tucson telephone book of July, 1967, there are but 12 Mexican- 
American doctors and more than that number of pages of Anglo doctors.

The economic system is a barrier as it presently is seen by 

the Mexican-American. It forces him to lose his desire and great 

expectations for self improvement if he is not able to meet those 

demands from the labor market. Only through educational achievement 

can the Mexican-American choose and be successful. Certainly, he 

is choosing, best he can, the alternatives available to him, but, 

often,, because of a lack of systemic linkages between the dominant 

society and himself, he is short-sighted in his goals and in his 
judgement of how to reach these goals. (See Figures 1, 2 and 3)



CHAPTER 4

THE LANGUAGE BASIS FOR SOCIAL COMMUNICATION

Life in a Spanish-speaking neighborhood in Tucson is so com

plete in itself that many children make little contact with Anglos 

until they are in elementary "grades (Barker, 1951). "His emotional 

satisfactions are so far derived from playing with other children, 

not with toys. The disposition to value human relationships over 

material welfare is ingrained early and effortlessly" (Fishman, 

1966:22) .

The Spanish Language World

Language in the home is predominantly Spanish and is the 

basis of emotional expression; English in school becomes the language 

of achievement and material rewards, but Spanish remains the language 
of personal gratification, predicability, and personal identity. It 

is a dichotomous world of friends and relatives, and work and educa

tion, Spanish and English.
Fishman has accurately characterized this dilemma of language 

and reality among the Mexican-American. "In Spanish, the person 

exists, functions and is recognized as a complete whole by others, 

whereas in English he is perceived in terms of his discrete roles" 

(Fishman, 1966:304),

35
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Social and Generational Variations in Language Usage 

Many persons in western and southern Tucson have learned 

that this is a world of two languages for them, and they have adapted 

themselves to the situation (Fishman, 1961). Especially in the 

generational patterns of language, changing from grandparents to 

grandson, can we see this gradual accommodation of English necessary 

as an instrumental tool into speech patterns, but continued use of 

Spanish as the language of personal identity and social communica

tion (Barker, 1947:185-202).

TABLE 10. THE LANGUAGE CHARACTERISTICS OF MOTHER-
GRANDPARENTS INTERACTION

LANGUAGES SPOKEN IN 
COMMUNICATION

PERCENTAGES IN POPULATION 
INTERVIEWED

Spanish....................  76
Spanish-English ..............................  22
English......................................  02

TABLE 11. THE LANGUAGE CHARACTERISTICS OF SPOUSE INTERACTION

LANGUAGES SPOKEN IN 
COMMUNICATION

PERCENTAGES IN POPULATION 
INTERVIEWED

Unknown................   06
Spanish......................................  64
Spanish-English..............................  25
English......................................  05
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TABLE 12. THE LANGUAGE CHARACTERISTICS OF CHILD-MOTHER
INTERACTION

LANGUAGES SPOKEN IN 
COMMUNICATION

PERCENTAGES IN POPULATION 
INTERVIEWED

Spanish .....................................  37
Spanish-English ............................  36
English....................................  27 * 1

There is a noticeable change over generations from the first 

generation to the third. Still, even in the child's generation, the 

use of Spanish, including its use with English amounts to 73 per 

cent of the children who use Spanish. That in itself is significant. 
Fishman* s observations are on firm ground.

He states that there are three possibilities in regard to 

the future of Spanish language and Hispanic culture in the south
western United States:

(1) continue coexistence with the English language 
and Anglo culture, with each largely satisfying its own 
needs and demands, and with a minimum of contact between 
them;

(2) assimilation of the Spanish-speaking people into 
the Anglo culture, first by the exercise of equal educational 
and employment rights, and later by their acceptance of the 
small family, the wife's employment, and psychological guid
ance by the psychiatrist rather than the priest; and,

(3) synthesis of the two cultures, such that many 
persons are able to achieve the personal integration and 
self-direction of Hispanic culture along with the order
liness and efficiency of Anglo culture. (Fishman, 1966:313)
Mexican-Americans in Tucson have been able to alter their

pattern since the study Getty made of our sample area some 25 years

ago from the first possibility, coexistence with Anglos, to more

and more of the third possibility Fishman describes, but not the



38

second. Penalosa has shown (1967) that Southern California is 
probably into the assimilation area of change now. By noting 

language patterns, and other criteria, I see the male worker opera

ting in a synthesis of both cultures, but coming home to a family 

that exists primarily in a state of coexistence with the Anglo world, 

separated from it in order to satisfy its own needs and demands.

The social contacts a person has and their concomitant 
language demands can mold patterns of change throughout a society.

The most conservative areas of language is the home, and the Mexi- 

can-American mother is probably the most efficient language instructor 

for a pre-school child (Parsons, 1961). Therefore, her knowledge 
of English and, for that matter, of Spanish, influences the child.
The mother's contacts outside of the home with language are gener

ally, according to our observations, two: (1) the grocery store,
and (2) friends. Further influences are through the communications 

media such as the omnipresent television.

TABLE 13. THE LANGUAGE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE MOTHER-
FRIENDS INTERACTION

LANGUAGE SPOKEN PERCENTAGES

Spanish............................................... 53
Spanish-English................   40
English..........  07
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TABLE 14. THE LANGUAGE CHARACTERISTICS OF MOTHER-
GROCER INTERACTION

LANGUAGE SPOKEN PERCENTAGES

Spanish ...............................................  26
Spanish-English ......................................  43
English............................................... 30

By far the greatest number of persons spoke either a com

bination of Spanish-English or Spanish alone. Only 7 per cent of 

the mothers spoke English as the primary language of primary ex

changes with friends. One of the interviewers, a Mexican-American 

graduate student, remarked on her situational usage patterns of 
language:

At home I speak Spanish to my mother who knows only 
that language and sees the world through it. I speak Span
ish to my brothers and sisters when I talk about social 
things and sentimental feelings of home and life, and English 
and Spanish when I want to talk about Tucson, the world and 
things I have learned. Then, I speak English to my school 
friends. Often, when a Mexican-American speaks to me in 
Spanish, I have a momentary interruption in my thought pro
cesses, and, then, I change my thinking back to Spanish, or 
else I will answer his Spanish in English.

Language and Perception

When a person of the Mexican-American tradition attends a 

church mass or a political rally, his world view is filtered through 

Spanish: "It refracts the national cultural patterns through the
prism of its own cultural heritage" (Gordon, 1964:38). The notions 

attached to politics and government are also filtered through the 

Spanish language and given specific Hispanic values. For example, 
Mr. A remarked about the United States political system with Mexican
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values attached to the patterns he observed: "Politicians here are

just as devious as they were in Mexico. Only here, they are more 

elaborate and sophisticated in their stealing and nepotism."

Although he may have stated what may be a truth, that is 

politicians are partial to relatives, a generally held opinion in 

the United States, he utilized a Mexican model for politicians he 

had known from childhood that is learned at home. Language has an 

important influence on reality for the Mexican-American and is the 

primary device through which sentiment and expressions of identity 

are communicated from parent to child to friends. Those who remove 

themselves from the use of Spanish are no longer Mexican-Americans 

but Americans of Mexican descent.

Communication with Mexico

We asked the question, "Do you have a television set?" and 

a vast majority said that they do own one, 98 per cent; 17 per cent 
answered that they watch only Spanish language television programs. 

When we asked about movies, 93 per cent attended them during the 

past year with almost 40 per cent attending Spanish language films.

Almost every home has a radio and has it turned on most of 

the day while the mother works around the home; 65 per cent listened 

exclusively to a Spanish radio station and 15 per cent listened to 
Spanish and English. That is, 80 per cent listened to Spanish 

stations. Two per cent subscribed to Mexican newspapers.
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One of the strongest influences in the past few years on the 
local Mexican-American community in Tucson has come from Mexico (Getty, 

1951; Barker, 1951). Approximately, one-seventh of Tucson*s Mexican- 

Americans were born in Mexico, and a majority have parents born in 

Mexico (United States Census of Population, 1960: Spanish Surname) .

Thirty-three per cent of the mothers and fathers of our children 

visited Mexico last year and 30 per cent of these traveled in Mexico 

to see relatives. An overwhelming majority of trips out of Tucson 

were made to see relatives. This is a change from Getty's description 
of local Mexican-Americans thronging to see a Mexican baseball team 

play in Tucson (Getty, 1950), and, after the game, besieging the players 
with questions about relatives they had not seen in years. Today the 
mode of travel is much better and the roads are more secure from 

climate and flooding than they were in the thirties and forties.

Many local residents travel to Nogales, Sonora, about one hour from 

Tucson, to purchase grocery staple items at lower prices. Television 

is broadcast to the local populations from Nogales and radio communi

cates with both sides of the border in Spanish. Once isolated from 

his Mexican heritage, the local Mexican-American is today more closely 

tied to Sonora by travel, communication and a growing closeness be

tween Arizona and Sonora. There are more language models exhibiting 

a broader economic base today due to the rapidly expanding Mexican 

industry, and rapport with Mexico is closer and more extensive than 

ever before. In this era of changing values in both Mexico and in 
Arizona, the Mexican-American seeks identity.
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A Final Word

Spanish represents a world of virtually effortless 
pleasures and gratifications--a world which may be symbo
lized by the home. English represents the dull and demanding
world of work-- a world which may be symbolized by the clock,
impersonally and relentlessly assigning the task to be done. 
(Fishman, 1966:312)

Language is learned in the home and the socialization processes 

continually carried out in the home are interrelated with language.
The Mexican-American home, the extensive relation with the family, 

watching Spanish television programs, are all reality to family members. 

This reality of language as seen through Mexican-American homes is 

different from the English-speaking home. It is highly valued by all 
members within the large Mexican-American families; it is continued 

because family members personally identify with Spanish, enjoy speaking 

it, and are a product of the Spanish-speaking home. Although Herschel 

Manuel states, "correct the language deficiency...and we will go a 

long way toward correcting many other problems" (Manuel, 1965:222).

I believe language is deeply rooted in the home and at times, in order 

to change language, it is necessary to alter the family's socialization
process.



CHAPTER 5.

RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND PRACTICES

Spiro has remarked, "this relationship between acculturation 

and social mobility is clearly perceived in religion" (1955:1250).

This is especially true of Tucson's Mexican-American.

La Raza
As a mechanism for sociocultural identity transmitted largely 

through language, perhaps the most distinctive feature of the Mexican- 

American is its attitude concerning La Raza. This can be interpreted 
in many ways by the Mexican-American but it generally includes emotional 

overtones of belonging to a distinctive tradition (Sumner, 1963), having 

a flair for living and a spiritual aspect deeply embedded in the Latin 

Catholicism. "The Mexican-American thinks of himself as both a citizen 

of the United States and a member of La Raza (The Race). This term 

refers to all Latin-Americans who are united by cultural and spiritual 

bonds derived from God. The spiritual aspect is perhaps more important 

than the cultural" (Madsen, 1964:15).

Religious Affiliations

Exhibiting strong affiliations with the Roman Catholic Church,
92 per cent of our parents stated that they were Catholics; 1 per cent 

were Jehovah's Witnesses; and 2 per cent were Protestants; and another 

2 per cent said that they were of fundamentalist belief. Ninety-four

43
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per cent stated that all other members of the family, including ex

tending family, were Catholics.

The closeness of the family to the church is usually measured 

by the mother's contacts with church. "How often do you attend church?" 

we asked the mothers. Only 4 per cent said never. Forty-three per 

cent said at least once a week; and 30 per cent said once every two 

weeks. It must be noted that the average size family is seven, most 
of which are young children, and the mother who attends with any degree 

of regularity is dedicated, indeed. One common response from the Anglo 

mothers was, "I seldom attend church. I could, but I don't want to."
The Mexican-American certainly views the church as an integral part of 

his life (Bronson, 1966). A mother of ten responded: "The devotion
of a Catholic is to regularly attend mass each Sunday." We asked, 

"Should you make your children go to church even though you don't 
believe in all the teachings yourself? Eighty-one per cent answered 

that church was very important and should always be attended. The 

exceptions are the men. "My husband doesn't believe in them (priests)."

Fatalism

To answer how extensive the resignation of Mexican-Americans 

was, I have investigated the concept of fatalism. Fatalism is often 

attributed to the Mexican-American in different parts of the United 

States. In South Texas Madsen says: "Most Latins believe that fate

is a mechanism of God's will. Although the fate of the individual is 
decided before birth, God has the power to alter it...The paramount 

nature of the Divine is reflected in the saying, 'Haga uno lo que haga.



45

todo es lo que Dios quiere' (Do what one will, everything is as God 
wishes)" (Madsen, 1964:16). We asked the parents in Tucson this 

question of Madsen's, "Is it true that, 'Do what one will, everything 

is as God wishes?''

TABLE 15. SCALE FOR FATALISM AMONG TUCSON'S MEXICAN-AMERICANS

RESPONSES PERCENTAGES

No information........................................... 01
Strongly agree..........................................   37
Mildly agree,.............................................  17
Undecided................................................. 04
Mildly disagree........................................... 13
Strongly disagree..........  29

Although one parent remarked, "One cannot change what is destined," 
another remarked, "One had better try to change things; God makes us 

to think."

Beliefs in Curanderos

Another widely hailed characteristic of Mexican-American, 

especially in Texas, has been his belief in curanderos (Madsen, 1964; 

Clark, 1959; Heller, 1965) . From what Kelly writes about Coahuila 

(1965) and that desolate area of north-central Mexico, we may assume 

that curing is very important, and many of these believers immigrate 

to Texas. Mexicans coming into Arizona are predominantly from Sonora 
where great progress economically and medically has come within the 

past 20 years. The value of the doctor is widely understood, and 
children learn early that the doctor is important.
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TABLE 16. BELIEFS IN CURANDEROS HELD BY MEXICAN-AMERICAN PARENTS

RESPONSE PERCENTAGES
Believe only in medical doctors .........................  65
Believe in both medical doctors and curanderos. . . . . .  35

Twenty per cent had been cured in one way or another by curanderos.

We found no Anglos who believed in curing of any type. The changing 

mood toward curanderos is reflected in one man's answer: "When I came

to this country, the older residents believed in curanderos, something 

that modern medicine in Sonora has put on a sharp decline." Catholi

cism and native beliefs in curing and magic are very much a part of 

folk lore of the Tucson Mexican-American but are changing. "La llorona 

--"the wailing lady"— is a part of this tradition, but she too is 
losing believers, (Leddy, 1948:272-277). The one aspect that is still 

prominent is Catholicism. Carried on by the mothers, ingraining its 

beliefs into the children at a very early age, it will undoubtably be 

one of the most significant features of Tucson Mexican-American life 

for some time to come (Sumner, 1963:115-121).

Religion and Assimilation

The Mexican-American does hold many social and cultural differ

ences from his Anglo counterpart and many sociocultural patterns that 
are conducive to his remaining separate, but I do not believe that 

these patterns of religion and curing are sufficient bases for the 

residential separation of the Mexican-American from the Anglo and the 

Negro. These factors, religion and curing practices, are important.
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but by themselves they do not explain the continuance of their dis

tinctive qualities. I think that this can only be explained by looking 

at the mechanism for their continuance, the family. For only with the 

family can Mexican-American sociocultural qualities be retained. Is 

the family in itself adequate to explain the continuance of language 

differences, religious distinctiveness and curing beliefs which are 
a part of the general pattern leading and contributing rationalizations 

for residential separation? True, they do provide a basis for common 

interest and interaction, but they do not provide the answer to just 

why they themselves are continued. The family is the chief sociali
zation mechanism and the basis for the continuance of these heretofore 
described patterns.



CHAPTER 6.

KINSHIP AFFINITIES

The Mexican-American in Tucson is a product of his family.

The family offers itself as the basis for the existing patterns of 

Mexican-American residential separation of other ethnic groups in 

Tucson. This separation is one of choice, one of pleasure and one 

of dependence of many individuals on the large, extended family and 

kinship system of the Mexican-American society.

Socialization Processes

Eisenstadt has proposed that the family functions as a mechan

ism for teaching instrumental activities to the child. This system 

of learning is regulated according to the established values within 
the society and based on the solidarity existing between the younger 

and older generations (Eisenstadt, 1956:38). The daily interaction 

between kinship members and the attitudes of reverence toward this 
system of comradeship and mutual aide molds the action of individuals 

within the Mexican-American. family. Certainly, the personality of 

the Mexican-American child is molded within this system where relatives 
are daily at hand to act as models for behavior and extensions of the 

immediate nuclear family behavior patterns. It is through the kinship 

system, the daily primary interactions of kinsmen, that the young 

person is able to maintain his emotional security while the more de-
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tailed and specific skills and patterns of social behavior in the 

immediate social sphere and in the economic labor market of Tucson 

are more carefully developed. It is within this satisfying and secure 

structure of behavior patterns that the Hexican-American generally 

continues to reside, vigorously exercising those existing sociocultural 

patterns found to be most enjoyable in the past and attenuating or 

avoiding those behavior patterns unrewarding, unpredictable or strange 

(Homans, 1961:186). Seeking rewards from his family and forced to 

deal as efficiently as possible with Tucson's economic system, the 
Hexican-American has generally seen no need to become structurally 
assimilated into the dominate society of Tucson. The rewards of 

living with friends and relatives within his pyramidally-shaped eco
nomic structure are greater than the actual rewards or hope of rewards 

gained by residing outside of the western and southern areas of Tucson.

The Family as a Basis for Interaction 

"Mi familia es todo1." The family is the basis for the world 

as the Hexican-American knows it. Through its fabric the individual 

learns his orientations toward persons rather than abstract ideas or 

the impersonality of mass society. It is the family that acts as a 
primary basis for his residential separation from other groups. It 

replaces his deceased members with properly socialized new ones, and 

it perpetuates the Spanish language and a distinctive Hexican-American 
tradition. The models for male and female are Hexican-American be
havior patterns.
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Through the interaction with both the immediate and extended 

family, a sense of "peoplehood" is developed (Gordon, 1964:69), and 

the individual's identity to his society, both through the "ethclass" 

and through the historical linkages with his past, is secured (Gordon, 

1964:53). "Succinctly, then, one may say that the ethnic group is 
the locus of historical identification, while the ethclass is the locus 

of participational identification" (Gordon, 1964:53). Giddings has 

called this 'consciousness of kind1 extremely important in the study 

of the ethnic group for it is only with one's own group can one relax, 
know what is expected, and participate without strain.

The Formation of the Mexican-American Social Persona 

Tucson's Mexican-American population is approximately 15-16 

per cent of the Pima County population (Special 1965 census) and the 
majority of these individuals are located in the western and southern 

sections of the city. How do these people learn to behave as Mexican- 

Americans? Ward Goodenough (1965:7) has given me the basis for dis

cussion of the dynamics of the social persona, of the Mexican-American. 

The Mexican-American's social persona is formed on a basis that is 

simple (Homans, 1961:2). They like to interact with each other and 

tend to avoid those outside interactions that are not mutually profit

able. The interaction patterns within the ethnic group and the ethclass 
lend themselves to the selection of behavior patterns as ethnically 

correct or incorrect. This is generally conceived of in this: fashion:
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1. An individual is restricted by his ethnic group in behavior 
patterns and these qualifications for social persona are 
culturally recognized.

2. The occasions for interactions are culturally determined 
and culturally limited as appropriate and inappropriate.

3. The setting for interaction depends on cultural appropri
ateness and the group interacted with.

4. There are a limited number of social identities open for 
interaction and these, also, are determined by the ethnic 
group.

5. The number and range of identities is determined by the 
cultural repertoire of a society.

6. Social interaction deals with many identities simultane
ously (e.g.. The father can be grandfather, doctor, old 
or young at the same time) (Goodenough, 1965:7).

The social mechanism for molding behavior in the family, both nuclear 

and extended families, the most frequented pattern of social interaction 

outside the home by a child is with the extended family. In an earlier 
survey, Ronald Henderson was able to discover that Tucson's Mexican- 

American children interact more with relatives than with any other 

social group outside the nuclear family (Henderson, 1966). Certainly, 

even within the nuclear family, the Mexican-American child has a wide 
range of interaction because of generally large family size. The 

factor for kurtosis (in Table 17), or the shape of the curve rising 

toward its peak, is 1.4386. This points toward a tendency of the 

data to cluster toward the mean although the range of the data gradu

ally tapers out at 15 (Moore and Mittelbach, 1966:29).
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TABLE 17. THE DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILY SIZE AMONG TUCSON
MEXICAN-AMERICANS

FAMILY SIZES PERCENTAGES

3  .............................................  04
4  ................     07
5  ....................................   13
6  ................................................  18
7 ................................................. 20

. . . . 12

. . . . 11

. . . . 05

. . . . 04

. . . . 03

. . . . 02

. . . . 01

. less than 01

8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

X = 7.1538; standard deviation = 2.3993 N - 247
Since the Mexican-American child is specifically enculturated 

by his kinsmen, the portion of the Mexican-American1s life that is 

most essential to development of his total social personality in his 

interaction with relatives. This randomly selected sample of Mexican- 

American parents taken from 12 western and southern Tucson schools 
shows that social interaction of relatives is a basic part of the 

Mexican-American social structure. Even when relatives do not live 

close, there is strong affinity for interaction. For example, Mrs. P 

who lives near downtown Tucson, related her case to an interviewer:

There are seven persons living in the P home and all 
are in the immediate family. The children range in ages from 
10 to 2. Mr. P is 35 and Mrs. P is 28 years old. This is the 
first marriage for both and all of the children are of this 
marriage.

Mrs. P stated that all of her family is in Mexico and 
that she gets together with them at least once a month or 
whenever she can. She feels that one should get together with 
the family because it is important to see how one is getting
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along and if anyone is in need, the other should help out.
Mrs. P felt that children should respect the parents' tradi
tions in one way but that it depended on what type of upbringing 
they had received...she was going to raise her children in the 
same beliefs.

Most do have geographically closer relatives than Mrs. P and interact 

with them much more, but cherish relatives for the same reasons.

TABLE 18. THE INTERACTION FREQUENCY OF RELATIVES

FREQUENCY PERCENTAGES

Never..................................    02
Daily........................  24
Weekly, bi-weekly......................................  39
Monthly................................   14
Several times a year....................................  10
Yearly..................................    08
Less than once a y e a r ..................................  03

Sixty-three per cent interacted with relatives daily or weekly and 

only 2 per cent listed never as a possibility.
Another factor contributing to traditionalism is the number 

of relatives one might have in Tucson, that is, persons with a similar 

background and set of experiences.

TABLE 19. THE NUMBER OF RELATIVES PER FAMILY IN TUCSON

NUMBER OF RELATIVES PERCENTAGES
None. ................     12
Under 20................................................. 28
20 to 49..........  26
5 0 + ..................................................... 34

X = 32.4494 N = 247
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Probing further, we asked them about the importance of inter
acting with relatives, "Is it important to get together with relatives?"

TABLE 20. ATTITUDES ON THE VALUE OF INTERACTION WITH RELATIVES

RESPONSES PERCENTAGES
No response............  01
Important............................................... 83
Undecided............................................... 04
Not important........................................... 12

Only 12 per cent of those interviewed did not think that it was im
portant to interact with relatives. The rationale for getting together 

were: "To know them, to keep in touch, security, and compansionship."
Many did not think that interaction with relatives was something to 
be questioned. "What do you mean, important? Relatives are a part 

of life'."

It is through the family and relatives that one knows reality 

and perceives his first models for behavior within the family economic 

system. If the father and the uncle are miners, that is important 

for the child as he selects his goals for life. The range of these 

social characteristics, the social persona, can be conceived primarily 
through the family.

How important is this pattern that is often only slightly 
altered through time? We sought an answer and asked, "Should a person 
respect his forefathers and not think that we know more than they did?" 

A strong majority said they definitely respected their forefathers 
(Steinnagel, 1967).
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TABLE 21. RESPECT FOR ONE'S FOREFATHERS
RESPONSES PERCENTAGES BY RESPONSE

Respect forefathers....................  73
Depends: don't know. . ...........................  10
Should not respect forefathers..........  17

In order to find out more of the reasons which reinforce their 

pattern of social separateness of the Mexican-American, we delved into 

the home's social patterns again, we asked about the role of the male, 

which the literature has for so long pointed to as significant (Madson, 

1964; Heller, 1965; and Humphrey, 1944b). After eliciting attitudes, 

we asked about the reality of the situation. "Who has the most author
ity in your home?"

TABLE 22. ATTITUDES ON THE DOMINANCE OF THE MALE
RESPONSES PERCENTAGE BY CATEGORY

Men still dominant..............................  63
Don't know; men never w e r e ......................  07
Men losing dominance . ...........................  30

TABLE 23. AUTHORITY PATTERNS IN THE MEXICAN-AMERICAN HOME

RESPONSES PERCENTAGES
Father................................................. 44
Mother................................................. 19
B o t h ................................................... 36
Someone e l s e ........................................... 01
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There is a 20 per cent difference in attitudes and actual patterns.

When compared with the Anglo social patterns, I found that 63 per cent 

of the Anglos responded that the male was the dominant figure; only 

7 per cent of the mothers were dominant, and 21 per cent answered both 

parents were dominant. From a careful study of the literature on the 

Mexican-American, I would conclude with Humphrey (1944b) that there 
is a strong economic influence on the family's authority system which 

culminates in changes in male dominance. Some time ago, Humphrey 

explained what happens to the Mexican immigrant family when the male 
is not able to complete his role as father and breadwinner and satisfy 

his traditional criteria for this role. His position in the home slips 
until there is a discrepancy between traditional values and the econo
mic reality of the situation. Over 53 per cent of the Tucson Mexican- 

American male workers are employed in unskilled or semi-skilled jobs; 

only 3 per cent of western and southern Tucson Mexican-Americans are 

businessmen and make over $8,000 per year incomes. Some 8 per cent 

of the fathers we talked to were out of work and 17 per cent had to 

have unearned sources of income such as welfare. This is in the most 

heavily populated Mexican-American area of Pima County.

Of course, the wife could have been voicing her idiosyncratic 

opinion, but I doubt this because of the significance of the overall 

trend. We spoke to too many wives who honestly believed that the male 
should be dominant, but, alas, he was not. Others spoke of culture 

change with tendencies toward the Anglo husband-wife equality. "I 

like that trend1" Mrs. M stated. "When I came over here, my husband
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thought that I was his servant. Boyl Did I teach him a thing or two!" 

Whether Mrs. M did or not is not important. What is important is that 

there is a trend of change among the Mexican-Americans in Tucson that 

is, I believe, connected to the generally poor economic condition of 

these people, but that does not explain the continued existence of the 
family.

One of the real measures of affinity to the home are attitudes 

toward unmarried, working males living at home. A Mexican-American 

graduate student, a veteran of the Air Force, commented on his exper
iences as an unmarried male living at home. "I have tried to move 

out three times but, when I do, I see those looks of anguish on my 
folk's faces, and I stay. 'What have we done to offend you? What 
is wrong with your home?' My mother would stand there with a look 

on her face that tore my heart out." He goes on to describe the re

lationship between the home and the children, especially mother and 

children. "They look on separation of the child from the home when 

one is married. Besides seeing the situation as uneconomical, the 

mothers are like mother hens hovering over their chicks not wanting 

any unmarried child to move. Marriage is like stealing to a mother. 

What can I do? I want to make them happy." The same student has a 

brother living in Tucson with a family. "He could probably go to Cali

fornia and make a lot more money than he does in Tucson, but he stays 
because of relatives." Mrs. M related, "The trouble with a baby is 

that it grows up."
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TABLE 24. ATTITUDES ON THE UNMARRIED MALE ADULT AT HOME

SHOULD AN UNMARRIED MALE CONTINUE TO LIVE AT HOME?

RESPONSES PERCENTAGES

Strongly agree............  48
Mildly agree ............................................. 25
Undecided............   10
Mildly disagree........................................... 07
Strongly disagree......................................... 12

The Family and Assimilation

The network of relationships that characterize the Mexican- 

American society in Tucson are, in a large part, based on the family.
It is through the family and its interaction with relatives and friends 
that the social persona of both the individual and the society are 

formed. It may be true that other areas such as Southern California 

(Penalosa, 1967) are losing their distinctive Mexican-American societies, 

but, for a while longer, the Mexican-American society in Tucson will 

remain vigorous, distinct, and separate from the Anglo majority. Its 
large families with daily interaction will continue as functional units 
perpetuating Mexican-American culture, satisfying its members and con

tinuing the pattern of strong affinities which the Mexican-American 
holds for his family.



CHAPTER 7.

RESIDENTIAL PATTERNS AND ATTITUDES

One conclusion of the 1960 census in Tucson was that the Mexi
can- American is residentially separated from the Anglo, and predominantly 

lives in the western and southern sections of the city. This is our 

sample area. Moore and Mittelbach have said that there are two reasons 

for residential separation, the family and economics (1966). I have 

shown other aspects of Mexican-American life, language, education, and 

religious beliefs that also influence the Mexican-American living in 
Tucson. But we must look at the patterns of residence themselves to 
better understand Mexican-American life in Tucson.

A Personal Case
"Why do people become separated?", we asked. A Mexican-American 

mother answered this question with great candor: The reason we live in 

this neighborhood is because we were both raised here and we're used to 
it. We probably couldn't afford any other area and so we've decided 

to stay here until we're able to buy a new home, preferably in South 

Tucson." Evidently, the family and relatives have much to do with 

choice of neighborhood, and economics adds itself to the choice, limit
ing the number of factors to choose from. She further elaborates:

"If we lived in an Anglo neighborhood or one where we really couldn't 

afford it, my children would feel inferior to the rest because they
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cannot be clothed nicely and do not have any free money for themselves. 

Here in this neighborhood they can wear what they have and not be a- 

shamed of it. Here you do not feel left out. I don't want my kids 
to feel less than what they are."

The Family as an Anti-Acculturative Device 

Spiro (1955:1246) has shown that the family can act as an 

anti-acculturative device, an independent variable and also as a de

pendent variable subject to the ecological demands of urban living.
On the one hand Eisenstadt has shown that change can come over genera

tions (Eisenstadt, 1956), or, as Humphrey has shown, it can come as 

a result of insufficient numbers to support sociocultural differences 
(Humphrey, 1944b). Humphrey has noted that those families who immigrated 

to Detroit singularly became quickly integrated into the fabric of the 

dominant society. In Tucson, however, there are approximately fifty- 

thousand Mexican-Americans, largely residing in the western and southern 

areas of the city. The family and the relatives have to be dealt with 

because there alone are 40 persons who have substantial primary contact 

and daily influence upon the child.

Attitudes Toward Present Neighborhood 

What are the attitudes held by families toward their present 
neighborhoods? If you want to know something about people, ask them.
"Are you satisfied with your present neighborhood?" we asked a sample 
of parents with first grade children. They live over a range of 

western and southern Tucson including some 12 schools and a breadth
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of homes ranging in average price from $3,000 to $13,000 (United States 

Census, 1960). Eighty per cent answered affirmatively that they were 

satisfied with the present neighborhood; 19 per cent were not satisfied. 
The overwhelmingly important reasons for being satisfied were social: 

Thirty per cent said that the people were friendly; 24 per cent liked 

the quietness of the neighborhood; 7 per cent liked the people gener
ally; and 20 per cent said that they just plainly liked where they 

lived. The majority liked the neighborhood because of a variety of 

social reasons. These neighborhoods are predominantly Mexican-American.

Attitudes Toward Future Neighborhood 
Probing into the future of these parents, we asked them, "If 

you had all the money you needed, where would you live?" Forty per 

cent wanted to remain in the same neighborhood; 28 per cent wanted 
to live within the same general area but in a different neighborhood 

with better homes. The reasons for answering in these two ways were 

both social and economic, though there are some persons who dreamed 
about living in California or some exotic land. Thirty-one per cent 

liked the present neighborhood because the respondent was born and 

raised there and had many close friends there. Twenty-seven per cent 
wanted a better house and chose moving as one way to get it, but 

choices for new homes tended to be in the western and southern areas 

of Tucson. Only 3 per cent wanted to move for economic reasons, to



get a better paying job, and only 3 per cent wanted to move because 

of the children. Thus, the economic motivation to move is largely 

filtered through social considerations.
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Attitudes Toward Mixed Neighborhoods 

Then, we brought the consideration of ethnicity into the 
choice of a home and neighbors. "What are your feelings about living 

in a mixed neighborhood? Would you live in a mixed neighborhood?"

TABLE 25. ATTITUDES TOWARD LIVING IN A MIXED NEIGHBORHOOD
RESPONSES PERCENTAGES

Mixed neighborhood..................................... 32
Doesn't matter................   21
With own group .........................................  47

The greatest number of reasons for living in a predominantly Mexican- 

American neighborhood were: "I am more comfortable with my own people,"
and "I can communicate more easily with my own people." The language 

reality and the social affinity are strong and act in a dynamic inter

relationship. Although mother and father can see a definite advantage 

in living in a mixed neighborhood and learning Spanish they chose to 

interact primarily with Mexican-Americans, especially relatives.

Probably, the real basis for continuance of residential 

patterns is George Homans' idea that people continue those things 
they obtain pleasure from and terminate those that are displeasing 

to them (Homans, 1961:186). "Mrs. M was born in Cuidad Obregon and 

highly critical of the manners exhibited by people in Tucson. She
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preferred living in a neighborhood with only other Mexican-Americans.

If one lives in a mixed neighborhood, fights and quarrels soon follow. 

Americans have a different language and not all Negroes and Mexicans 

like each other.” Language is an important consideration and many 

parents deal with it in this way: 11 'Although,1 said Mrs. R, 'I

have been educated in Mexico, and I don't know much English, I still 

try to help my children even if it:is just to sit down and try to 

build confidence in them.'" Still Mrs. R speaks Spanish to her children. 

The result is an avoidance of the problems of interacting with other 
ethnic groups as much as possible. In order to measure this pattern 
of social distance, we utilized a modified form of the well-known 
Bogardus Social Distance Scale.
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TABLE 26. A MEASUREMENT OF SOCIAL DISTANCE

WHAT IS YOUR FIRST CHOICE AS A NEIGHBOR?
CHOICE BY GROUP PERCENTAGES

Mexican-American.................................... .. . 62
Negro..................................................... 02
Anglo..................................................... 14
Indian  .................... ................less than 01
Oriental................................................. 02
Doesn* t matter........................................... 17
All but one acceptable ...................................  02

WHAT IS YOUR SECOND CHOICE AS A NEIGHBOR?
Mexican-American........................................  14
Negro..................................................... 05
Anglo..................................................... 43
Indian . . . . .  ........................................  04
Oriental................................................. 04
Doesn* 11 matter..........................   25
All but one acceptable..................................  02
Other..................................................... 01
Only one acceptable......................................  01

WHAT GROUP WOULD YOU NOT LIVE NEXT DOOR TO?
No information........................................... 02
Mexican-American........................................  00
Negro..................   23
Anglo..................................................... 02
Indian................................................... 02
Oriental................................................. 02
All families acceptable............................   65
Only one acceptable....................   04
Other........................ ......................less than 01

N = 247
I have deleted the third choice because it did not make the 

scale of social distance substantially clearer.
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Eighty-three per cent of our sample showed that they had only 

lived within the sample area while living in Arizona; the remainder,

17 per cent, said they had resided in Mexico. This pattern of affinity 

to local neighborhoods with predictable behavior and language patterns 

is evidently the basis for residential choices and social distances. 

Even on the same socioeconomic level with the Mexican-American, the 

choices of neighbors were toward the Mexican-American. Some tendencies 

are evident effecting social and residential separation of the Mexican- 

American from the Negro. The main rationalization for the Tucson 

Mexican-American remaining separate from Negroes developed from the 

Detroit riots of 1967. "I was going to be very open about it all 
until I saw all that on television. We Mexicans don’t like violence.

We had enough in the revolution.” It is easily seen that both eco
nomics and social patterns are correlated with the residential separa
tion of the Mexican-American from the Anglo but these are merely 

ecological factors, not the basic mechanism operating for the pheno

menon of separation. A common response, a rationalization for the 
separation, was: "I like the people here; they are my friends. They

speak my language. Besides, I don't have enough money to live in an 

Anglo area.” But this does not focus on the basic social mechanism 

through which residential separation is accomplished and centered; 

the family is that basis.



CHAPTER 8.

CONCLUSIONS

Host of Tucson's 50,000 Mexican-Americans live residentially 

separated from the Anglo majority and other ethnic minorities. Al

though social scientists have offered several explanations for this 

phenomenon, I conclude that the basis for residential separation 

among Tucson*s Mexican-Americans is the large family through which 

the realities of Tucson are transmitted to the individual. Economics 

is an important ecological factor bearing on the selection of behavior 

within the family, but it is the extended family social mechanisms 
which socialize members that in the final analysis acts to produce 
the phenomenon of social separation of Anglo and Mexican-American in 

Tucson.
There are several observations about the data presented and 

the purpose for their presentation that should be discussed. From 

the data it should be explicit that the Mexican-American in Tucson 
has a very clearly defined environment in which he must exist. He 

will come under the influence of his environment if he continues to 

exist within this western and southern area of Tucson because the 

complex pattern of economics, education, language, religion, family 

patterns and residence forms the possibilities of just how far the 

Mexican-American* s behavior might range. The patterns herein do not 

call up ultimate judegments or limitations on the individual who 

might want to attend college, but these patterns do depict a range
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of current majority tendencies within the social fabric of the Tucson 

Mexican-American society. With these present social patterns it is 

very difficult for the Mexican-American to become a member of the 
mainstream of middle-class American life. If the Mexican-American is 

to continue daily life within his community on a successful basis, 

his actions must be preditable and understood by others; that is, in 

Wallace's sense (1961:15), the Mexican-American1s behavior must re

flect equivalencies with those with whom he interacts. The Mexican- 
American might make a sudden, deliberate and comprehensive decision 

to alter his behavior patterns and withdraw from preceding social 

patterns. The discussion here does not take into account this type 

of behavior. It focuses attention to trends, structural qualities 

and crystalized social patterns, values, attitudes and pure statistics 

that are found in a sample of Mexican-American parents having first 

grade children in twelve schools across the southern and western 

sections of Tucson.
We have discovered that the environmental factors against 

which the Mexican-American must judge his behavior produce fathers 

who are unskilled or semi-skilled, have lower socioeconomic status, 

have a junior high school education, are highly motivated to achieve 

in economics and education, interact daily with relatives, wish to 
live with other Mexican-Americans, respect tradition and elders, are 

almost entirely Catholic, and speak and communicate most personal 

thoughts through the Spanish language. These factors are limitations 

merely because they are not produced by behavioral equivalences to
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the mainstream patterns of acceptable behavior. Faced with the choice 

of giving up the personally satisfying rewards of a large, Spanish
speaking, lower socioeconomic status, Mexican-American family and de

veloping efficiency in communicating with middle-class Anglos, the 

Mexican-American most often chooses to remain with family and friends.

It is not likely that this pattern will abruptly change in a short 

time period.
Within the Mexican-American social system the individual re

lates best and most consistently with his environment while a member 
of a large extended family. It is the family that provides the basis 

for primary interactions. Within the family intimacy a rewarding and 

predictable system of social interaction is developed in which each 

member is provided with meanings for an existence of social comple
mentarity. Persons need not understand all the motives of other family 

members; only parts are needed to deal with the family system. What 

members do understand is what goes where and if this or that looks right; 

they understand the range and kind of possibilities. The arrangement 

or placement of behavior patterns for meaning, and the continuation 

of this pattern over time are the basis for confidence that interactions 

will be successful.

We have noticed that the rationalizations for continuing to 

live within a Mexican-American neighborhood were "ease of communication," 

and "I am used to them," a general compatibility of habits and a common 
behavioral predictableness. That is, people felt more secure with the 
Mexican-American behavioral schemata than with other systems— Anglo,
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Negro, Indian, Oriental and others. Over time the Mexican-American 

had developed a schemata of behavioral relations by complementary 

actions. Although there are diversities, as evident in the data, there 

is a schemata common to all Hexican-Americans in Tucson that the names 

for group--"La raza," "chicano" and Mexican— suggest. These frameworks 
for social interaction and social process had been developed especially 

for one world, one environment, and were acceptable and tenable speci

fically in only one environment, the southern and western sections of 

Tucson within the many Mexican-American neighborhoods there.

The vital link in the chain of Mexican-Americanism in Tucson 

is the large extended family system which socializes its members. It 

is the family that reflects the environment and teaches the individuals 

within it to view the environment, people, and places, and what to do 

about these phenomenon, Wallace has pointed out that an organization 

of varying individuals within its structure has one major fault--lone- 
liness. The mechanism that best overcomes this sense of loneliness 
in society is the Mexican-American family with all of its intimate 

social contacts. A majority of individuals stated that they viewed 
interaction with relatives as desirable and there was very little 

questioning about the major significance of the family's importance 

in life. In fact, the family keeps its strong contacts with the family 

member after marriage. Most Mexican-Americans thought that the un
married sons should remain at home even after they began to work. Most 

cases noted that when the son wished to move out of the home and rent 

an apartment the family strongly reacted with a feeling of deep distress.
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personal loss and disorganization. The family can be seen as the 

chief mechanism for socialization and social cohesion among the Mexi- 

can-Americans and it is the family that continues the majority of 
close and intimate contacts which mean so much to individuals in terms 

of psychological gratification.

Ramifications of Separation

There are three ramifications of the Mexican-American resi

dential separation in Tucson. First, the Mexican-American is resi- 

dentially separated from even those on the same socioeconomic level 

because he tends to interact primarily with other Mexican-Americans 

and most intensely with relatives. Following Homans (1961:186), I 

can reason that the Mexican-American tends to be socially conservative 

for a good reason; he tends to continue those tried and true relation

ships from which he has derived pleasure in the past and tends to 
avoid social patterns that are unknown, strange and demanding. Once 
a social pattern is established and is predictable and manipulatable, 

the Mexican-American limits his behavior patterns accordingly. Family, 

with its strong emotional basis in language, is highly predictable 
because of standardized roles and behavior patterns. Those behavior 

patterns compositely form norms and social guidelines for future be

havior and become a part of a specific sociocultural system. These 
systems are continued because the individuals within find them pleasing; 

unpleasing sociocultural systems are altered or terminated. For the 

Mexican-American the continuance of his present behavior patterns is 

evidently desirable, especially that interaction with relatives. To
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continue such patterns is to avoid individual feelings of powerless- 

ness and anomie; there is security in a family.

Second, it is evident that the Mexican-American generally 

lacks adequate systemic linkages, privately and publically, with the 
Anglo dominated middle-class. He does not presently possess the instru

mental tools, conceptional and economic, to make predictable and secure 

choices which would bring him into fuller contact with the economic 

mainstream in the United States. How does one get from the lower 

socioeconomic levels to the middle-class? What must one know in order 

to succeed in the Anglo dominated system? Usually, this information, 

called 1 common sense,1— a sociocultural phenomenon associated with 

middle-class economics, most common among middle-class Anglos— is 

obtained from a middle-class family. Or, is it obtained from the 

middle-class dominated educational system? However he might obtain 
this needed information, the Mexican-American must obtain it if he 

is to succeed in the United States where economic efficiency is para

mount. If he does not obtain this 'common sense,1 he will become a 
victim of economic efficiency.

The third ramification is that if the Mexican-American's be

havior becomes more and more compatible with the Anglo through dealing 

successfully with Anglo behavior patterns, he will enhance his chances 

for becoming politically and economically significant. For the Mexi

can-American there are two choices: To become an Anglo or American

of Mexican descent, or establish a flourishing middle-class Mexican- 

American society in Tucson. It is possible that, if the Mexican-
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American continues his pattern of familial interaction, and economi

cally rises, he will offer those Mexican-Americans of lower socioeco

nomic status the social model of cultural pluralism, a successful 
middle-class interaction with both the Spanish-speaking family and the 

Anglo economic system. This will demand an interlocking Mexican-Ameri- 

can society with heterogeneous neighborhoods ranging from lower to 

middle class. At present, the economic pattern in the western and 

southern sections of Tucson does not support a significant middle- 

class Mexican-American society. The lack of a large Mexican-American 

middle-class, however, does not preclude its development. Presently, 
there is the increasing awareness among Mexican-Americans that they 

will never be happy in the mainstream as Anglos or Americans of Mexi

can descent (El Grito, 1967). Also, there is currently an increasing 

interest among Americans of Mexican descent in newly developed Mexican- 

American political associations and there is a reidentification of 

Americans of Mexican descent with their Mexican heritage. Thus, there 

is the possibility that the Tucson Mexican-American— with increasing 
influence from Mexico only 60 miles from Tucson--will continue to be 

a Mexican-American, not divorcing himself from his family and culture. 

He will simply add appropriate behavior in order to deal with the 

economic system. This is still speculation, for unless his present 

problems are solved, he will remain economically impotent with only 

two choices--to become a middle class American of Mexican descent or

to remain a lower class Mexican-American.
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Until his economic and educational problems are solved by 

intervention from without, remembering that he has the motivation for 

achievement but inadequate instrumental tools to realize those goals, 

he will remain residentially separated from other ethnic groups. 

Broadened avenues into the economic system accompanies by suitable 
training for skills demanded by the labor market are a necessity 

(Graves, 1967). Until the time that more and more Mexican-Americans 

in more and more families encounter successes outside of the local 

community, they will survive in urban Tucson by vigorously embracing 

their large extended families. People will do what they have to do 

for short periods of time, but they will choose those interaction 

patterns which prove to be most profitable personally over long periods

of time.
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