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I, Women in Hilton'a life•
A* IntroSuotion.
B# Milton's life Before marriage.

1. His boyhood home *
a. Three ohildren in the family.
b. Home ”grave but not Joyleae"•
o. His mother.

(1) Little known of her.
(2) A "prudent virtuous" wife.

2. His susceptibility to women's charms.
a. Chastity of Milton's youth

(1) Shown in the Sixth Latin Elegy.
'

(2) His mission as a post.
(3) First record of reaction to love in 

First Latin Elegy.
(4) Milton's "first love".

fa) The Seventh Latin Elegy auto­
biographical.

(b) Love from afar.
b. The "stately black-eyed Italien" maiden•
o. Subjection of passion to reason.

0. Milton's first marriage.

1. His trip to Forest Hill. Qryffgy
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a . Reasons for going unknown,
(1) Dangerous for him to go oo near Oxford,
(2) Perhaps to collect a debt,

b. His marriage,
2. The return to London,
3. Tho perception of inequalities.

®. Mary was "stupid", 
b. His haste, 
c* Marriage only nominal.

4. The separation and its results.
a. Some conjectures on the reasons for separation.
b. Mary quarrelsome.
o. Tracts showing Milton's ideas of divorce.

(1) Doctrine and Discipline of Divorce.
(a) On sale soon after Mary's de­

parture .
fb) Partially written during the 

honeymoon,
(c) "Contrariety of mind a great 

reason of divorce."
(d) Possibility of "ohaste" man 

making a mistake.
fe) Some people non-marriageablo.
(f) "Meet and happy conversation" 

ohiefest end of marriage.
(2) Second Defence of the English People, 

d, Milton's threatened second marriage,
(1) With Miss Davis.
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(2) The Powells' fright.
5. Mory’e return*

a. Influence of Mrs. Powell#
(1) Her dislike of Milton.
(2) The lawsuit.

• h. The reconciliation.
6. The effect of the marriege on Milton.
- a. A great shock,

b. Dimming of his poetic vision,
7. Children.

a . Anne.
b. Mary,
o. John, 
d. Deborah.

8. Mary’s death.
D. Milton’s opinion of women.

1. His belief that minds must be in harmony.
2. His belief that women have power over man through 

passion.
3. Woman's inferiority,

E. His second marriage.
P, Milton and his daughters.

1. Daughters educated at home.
2. Daughters ungrateful.
3. Their departure from the parental home.

G. Milton's third marriage.



1. XHiafceth Mine hull.
a. Hot a marriage of romanoo.
t. A "gent. persMi" of a Hpeaceful ana 

agreeable humour.w
2. Milton’s daily life.

a. Long and studious day* 
h. Composition at night.

3. Happiness.
4. Milton’s will.

Paradise lost.
A. Relation between Milton’s life and hie delineation 

of Adam and Eve*
B. Adam and Eve*

1. Description of Eve.
a . Physical beauty.
b. Beauty of actions.
o. Effect of Eve’s besuty upon Adam*

f1) Triumph of passion over reason.
(2) Autobiographical significance, 

r a. Effect upon satan* . .
2. Inferiority of women.

a. Milton’s attitude of superiority mixed 
with respect and tenderness•

b. Men head of the family.
e. Withdrawal of Eve from the discussion, 
d. Eve’s recognition of Adam’s superiority.



2. Relationship between Adam and Eve.
a. Creation of Eve.

(1) To relieve Adam's solitude,
(2) Dependence on Biblical narrative.

b. Love chaste but not cold.
(1) Hj«n to wedded love.
(2) Hatred of celibacy,

c. Eve a good housekeeper.
4. The separation#

a. Autobiographical significance.• • •
b. Suggested by Eve.

(1) short separation agreeable to Adam.
(2) Eve's wish to prove her virtue,

o. Admonitions of quick return.
5. The Fall

a. Real significance of the Fall.
b. Satan's temptation,
o. Significance of myrtle.
d. Effects of the Fall.

(1) Eve's feeling of superiority.
(2) Jealousy and fear.
(3) The clouding of Adam's hotter knowledge.
(4) The blaming of Eve by Adam,
(6) Adam's uxoriousness♦
(6) The quarrel between Adam and Eve.

(a) Autobiographical.
fb) Prophecy of the future.
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o. Goa 'a judgment on Adam and Evo,
III. Samson Agonlstee.

A. Great metaphor of Milton1® own life.
1. Samon Agoniatos an old man’s play.
2. Reference® to children,

B. Samson's fault of uxorlouaness.
1. Violation of tow® of chastity,
2. His recognition of his fault.

0# The scene Between Samson and Dal11a.
1. The appearance of Dalila.
2. Samson's mood of quick anger,
3. Dalila*a pleading,

a. Her humble approaoh
b. Citing of Ssmson*s weakness,
o. Plea of jealousy of her love.
d. Suggestion of love of country and religion,
e . Samson unmoved,
f. Revelation of her true purpose.

4. Miltonic meditations.
a. Unhappiness of marriage,
b. Divinely appointed subjection of women,

IV. Conclusion.
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the student of Hilton, but curiously ther© is little record
of his home life. What record exists is of the period of
this third marriage. Aubrey is the best source. He says of
Milton, "Of a very ohoerfull humour--He would be cheerfull 
even in his gowte fltts, and sing," and "Extreme pleasant 
in his conversation, and at dinner, supper, etc.; but aa- 
tyricall."(1) This is hardly a picture of an embittered,
blind old man who drove his daughters from his home and who
was saddened by life. His exercise was walking. "After 
dinner he used to walk 3 or 4 hours at a time, (ho always 
had a garden where he lived), wont to bed about nine."(2)
"He rose very early, studied until dinner, and after dinner 
recreated himself by singing, or playing on some instrument• 
he possessed a fine voice, and was skilled in music. After 
a few more hours given to study, in the evening he ate two 
or three olives, drank a glass of water, smoked his pipe 
and retired to bed."(3) During th@ night he composed his
poems and rang a bell to call hie wife or daughters out of
bed to take them down • Milton evidently loved his wife, but
he would not allow her to dictate openly to him. After the
Restoration, he was again offered the position of Secretary
to the Counoil of State. "His third wife, Elizabeth Minshull, 
was urgent with him to accept it; but he replied: 'You are
a woman, and wish to keep a coach; but I wish to live and die 
an honest man.'"(4)

She venerated her husband, however, and did 
all she could to make his declining years happy. She was a 
master oook, and henoe had an easy way to Milton's heart, if 
the old adage be true. Milton was very fond of good food.

1. Aubrey, op. olt.. pp. 67 - 68.
2. Sampson. op. oft., p. 21.
0. Racine, op. cit,. pp, 126 -127.
4. Ibid., pp. 113 - 114.
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'’Oooaaionally hia golden-haired 'Betty*, as he called her, 
would sing to him, and I.Tilton, a musician of much talent, 
usually remarked that while she had a good enough voice she 
had no ear whatever •’’f 1) Amid such pleasantries and in the
quiet which he certainly deserved after his turbulent life,
both personally and politically, Hilton died on November
8, 1674; He made no will, but he agreed with his brother
that his widow should get all of his estate. In the court
fight which the daughters began over the will, Christopher
Milton, John's brother, gave the following testimony as
being the exact words which John Milton used: "’Brother,
the portion due to me from Mr. Powell, ray former first wife's 
father, I leave to the unkind children I had by her; but I 
have received no part of it, and my will and meaning is, they 
shall have no other benefit of ray estate, than the said 
portion and what I have besides done for them; they having 
been very undutiful to me. And all the residue of my 
estate I leave to the disposal of Elizabeth ray loving wife.'"(2)
Thus in his death, he caused more strife. The widow finally
settled the case by giving the daughters one-third of the
estate.

1. Gardiner, op. pit.,pp. 378 - 379.
2. Hanford, A Milton Handbook, p. 50.
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Lost Wilton put all the joy, all tho sorrow of his own
llf%. He had passed through hitter experiences with his own
Eve, experiences that had left their mark on his life. "By 
the time Paradise Lost was written, Milton had known love 
as distinct from admiration, the attraction not of identical 
hut of complementary qualities. The novel delight of surren­
der to a charm, the charm of a being weaker and fairer than 
himself, had been enough, and he had not provided for the 
difficulties of accomodating this new self-surrender to the 
self maintenance which was his natural and his habitual tem­
per. Ere long the discovery was made of feminine frailty. . . 
Eve was created out of all that he was not and could not 
be."(1) Ho one has praised the institution of marriage more
than he, and no one has condemned passion any more than he
did. "Adam moralized on the unhappiness of marriage as if 
he had studied the divorce reports or gone through a course 
of modern novels." (2) What is more to the point, it appears
as if he had studied Milton's Divorce Tracts and was familiar
with all the connotation as well as with the denotation of
them. "The Puritan had thrown off chivalry as being parcel 
of Catholicism, and had replaced it by the Hebrew ideal of 
the subjection and seclusion of women." (3) This ideal fit­
ted not only with the treatment of a Hebraic subject but also 
with Milton's personal ideal of woman.

Milton lavished all the poetry of one who
*

has the love of the beautiful upon his description of Eve.
How much of it is founded upon the appearance of Mary Powell
is unknown. One is inclined to believe the following passage
to he a picture of Milton's meeting with Mary Powell:

"As one who, long in populous oity pent,
Where houses thick and sewers annoy the air,
Forth issuing on a summer's morn, to breathe 
Among the pleasant villages and farms

Y% fiowden, Edward, "The Idealism of Milton", Transorlpfi 
and Studies, p. 466.

2. Bailey, o p . oit... p. 177.
3. Pattison, Mark, Milton, (E. M. L.), p. 51.
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Adjoined, from eaoh thing met oonoeives dalight-- 
The smell of grain, or tedded grass, or kin©.
Or dairy, each rural sight, each rural sound—
If ohanpe with nymph-like step fair virgin pass, 
Yhat pleasing seemed for her now pleases more.
She most, and in her look sums all dalight«"(1)

So "Rve must have been the summation of all delight:
”’0 fairest of Creation, last and best 

Of ell God’s works, creature in whom excelled 
Whatever can to sight or thought be fornad.
Holy, divine, good, amiable, or sweet I'' (2)

Her hair was long and curly;
"She, as a veil down to the slender waist.
Her unadorned golden tresses wore 
Dishevelled, but in wanton ringlets waved 
As the vine ourIs her tendrils." (3)

Hot only was she beautiful in outside appearance but also
in her actions:

"’Tleither her outside formed so fair, nor aught 
In procreation. ... .. .... . . . . . .  ..
So much delights mo as those graceful acts,/
Those thousand decencies, .that daily flow 
From all her words and actions, mixed with love 
And sweet compliance, which declare unfeigned 
Union of mind, or in us both one soul.1’ (4)

Eve was fairer even than the goddess of Beauty:
"But Eve,

Undecked, save with herself, more lovely fair 
Than wood-nymph, or the fairest goddess feigned 
Of three that in Mount Ida naked strove."(5)

The effect of Eve's beauty on Adam was
just the same as that of Mary on Milton:

T~. Paradise lost, IX, II. 445 - 454.
2. Paradise LosT, LX, II. 896 - 899. .
3. Paradise Lost", IV,LI. 304 - 307.
4. Paradise Lost, VIII. Li. 596 - 604. 
6. Paradise FosTT, V, LI. 379 - 382.
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And from whom I was formed flesh of thy flesh.
And without whom am to no and, my guide 
And head l'” (1)

Even Satan recognized Adam's superiority, 
for he told sin and Death to exercise dominion:

"Chiefly on Man, solo lord of all d e c l a r e d (£)
The relations of Adam and r-'ve were ap­

parently chaste but not cold. The relations were not to be 
passionate:

"What higher in her society thou find’at 
Attractive, human, rational, love still:
In loving thou dost well; in passion not,
Wherein true Love consists not." (3)

Milton's excuse for marrying Mary Powell probably was very
similar to that of Adam for getting a wife from God*.

"'In solitude
What happiness? who con enjoy clone,
Or, all enjoying, what contentment find?1"(4)

It may have been Miss Davis of him he was thinking, for the
continuation of Adam's (or Milton's) speech seems based on
Milton's first tractate on Divorce:

"Among unequals what society 
Can sort, whet harmony, or true delight?
Whioh must be mutual, in proportion due 
Given and received; but, in disparity.
The one intense, the other still remiss.
Cannot well suit with either, but soon prove 
Tedious alike." (5)

This line of reasoning is hardly that to be expected of an

T. Paradise Lost, iv, pi. 440 443.
2. Paradise LosE, X, L. 401.
3. Paradise LoiT, VIII, LI. 686 - 689.
4. Paradise Lost, VIII* 364 - 366.
6. Paradise LoiT, VIII, LI. 383 - 389.
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Kxtraoted; for this cans© he shall forego 
Pother and mother, and to his wife adhere,
And they shall be one flesh, one heart, one soul."’

(D
Eve was not

"uninformed
Of nuptial sanctity and marriage rites", (2)

and she did not refuse herself to Adam:
"’She what was honor knew.

And with obsequious majesty approved 
My pleaded reason. To the nuptial bower 
I led her blushing like the Morn.’" (3)

"Straight side by side were laid, nor turned, I ween, 
Adam from his fair spouse, nor Eve the rights 
Mysterious of connubial love refused."(4)

Milton’s praise of wedded love in his
other writings (see part I) is continued in Paradise lost;

"Hail, wedded love, mysterious law, true.source.
Of hurtan offspring, sole propriety 
In Paradise of all things common else 1 
By thee adulterous lust was driven from men 
Among the bestial herds to raunge; by thee,
Founded in reason, loyal, just, and pure.
Relations dear, and all the charities
Of father, son, and brother, first were known."(5)

Milton hated celibacy, perhaps because it was practiced by
priests of the Catholic Church:

"Whatever hypocrites austerely talk 
Of purity, and place, and innocence.
Defaming as impure what God declares
Pure, and commands to some, leaves free to all.
Our Maker bids increase; who bids abstain 
But our destroyer, foe to God and Man?"(6)

1. Paradise Lost, VIII. 11. 494 - 499.
2. Paradise Lost. VIII, 11. 486 - 487.
3. Paradise lost. VIII, 608 >  611.
4. Paradise lost, IV, 11. 741 - 743.
5. Paradise lost, IV, 11, 760 - 767•
6; Paradise lost, IV, 11. 744 - 749•
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Adam and Eve warQ so close to one another 
that whet affected one equclly effected the other:

"'Best image of myself, and dearor half,
The trouble of thy thoughts this night in sleep 
Affects me equally.'" (I)

Eve's dream had been disturbed by Satan, in the guise of a 
toad.(2) She related it to Adam, who feared evil,

” 'Yet evil whence? Tn thee can harbour none.
Greeted pure.'" (3)

Eve was to be a good housekeeper;
"For nothing lovelier can be found 

In woman than to study household good.
And good works in her husband to promote."(4)

And when the Angel came for lunch;
"With dispatohful looks in haste 

She turns, on hospitable thoughts intent 
What choice to choose for delicacy best,
That order so contrived as not to mix 
Tastes." (6)

This was the Hebraic ideal of woman:
"She looketh well to the ways of her household, 

and eateth not the bread of i d l e n e s s 6)
There are many striking resemblances

between the separation of Adam and Eve and the separation of
Milton and his young wife. "The almost childish wilfulness 
of her (Eve's) determination to go out by herself, and Adam's 
grave and reluctant consent, are surely echoes from the days » 
when the insubordination of Milton's young wife disturbed 
the quiet of his studious life."(7) One can never be sure

Yl Paradise lost.""?. Ll. 95 - 47:
2. Belinda's dream in The Rape of the Look is a travesty 

on Eve's dream.
3. Paradise Lost, V, Ll. 99 - 100,
4. Paradise lost. IX. Ll. 232 - 234.
5. Yaradlse Lost, V, Ll. 331 « 335.
6. Proverbs 31: 27.
7. Masteman, The Ago of Milton, p. 65.
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whether it is Adam or Milton who is speaking•
Ev© suggested the separation, and Adam

objected: . -
"'But, if much converse perhaps 
Thee satiate, to short absence I could yield;
For solitude sometimes is best society,
And short retirement urges sweet return.
But other doubt possesses me, lest harm 
Befall thee, severed from me.'"(l)

Thus Milton may have suggested that if the dullness of
his conversation or the narrowness of his life satiated
Mrry, he would agree to a short absence, but neither he nor
Adam desired it:

"'leave not the faithful side 
That gave thee being, still shades thee and protects. 
The wife, where danger or dishonour lurks,
Safest end seemliest by her husband stays,
Who guards her, or with her the worst endures.'"(2)

When Eve rather petulantly replied that she could take care
of herself, Adam tried flattery: . .

"T from the influence of thy looks receive 
Access in every virtue— in thy sight 
More wise, more watchful, stronger, if need were 
Of outward strength.'" (3)

• \ : /
Eve answered his objections;

"And what is faith, love, virtue, unassayed 
Alone, without exterior help sustained?'" (4)

Adam says it is
"'Not then mistrust, but tender love, enjoins 
That I should mind thee oft; and mind thou me.'"(6)

And wisely admonishes Eve: * 2 3 4 5

T~. Paradise tost, IX, 11. 24? - 252.
2. Ibid., 11. 255 - 269.
3. TBld ., 11. 309 - 312.
4. THT., 11. 335 - 336.
5. Ibid., 11. 367 - 358.
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Is lost, which always with right reason dwells 
Twinned, and from her hath no dividual being.
Season in Man obscured, or not obeyed.
Immediately inordinate desires 
And upstart passions catch the government 
Prom Reason, and to servitude reduce 
Man, till then free.,MU)

"Before the Fall, man and woman living in perfect union of 
soul and body, lust could not exist."(2) The idea of the
purity of sex relationship before the Fall, and the carnal
desires afterward, is found alike in Paradise Lost and in
the Zahar.(3) It is not found in the short Biblical account:

"Wow the serpent was more subtile than 
any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. And 
he said unto the woman, yea, hath God said, Ye shall not 
eat of every tree of the garden? And the woman said unto 
the serpent. We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the 
garden: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst 
of the garden, God hath said. Ye shall not eat of it, neither 
shall ye touch it, lest ye die. And the serpent said unto 
the woman, Ye shall not surely die. . . . She took of the 
fruit thereof, and did * eat, end gave also unto her husband 
with her; and he did eat. And the eyes of them both were 
omened, and they knew that they were naked; and thoy sewed 
fig leaves together, and made themsolves aprons."(4)

Satan sought both Adam and Rve, but hoped
to find Eve alone:

"He sought them both, but wished hia hap might find 
Eve separate,-— "(6)

because he knew that Eve was inferior to Adam;
"’Behold alone

The Woman, opportune to all attempts—
Her husband, for I view far round, not nigh,
Whose higher intellectual more I shun.1"{5)

The Bible does not explain why Satan approached Eve rather

T~. Pared is o Lost, xll, LI. 83 - §0. “
2. Seurat. Milton. Man And Thinker, p. 67.
3. Ibj d«, p. 29 5 #
4. Senoifis 3: 1 - 7.
6. Paradise Lost. IX, 421 - 422.
6. Paradise Lost, IX, 480 - 483.
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supposed especially powerful with women.”(1) %ve fell through 
curiosity: aho wanted to find out if what the serpent said
was true• And so she ate, for: •

"Into the heart of F.ve his words made way."(2)
The first result of the eating in Eve 

was the arousing of a desire to be superior to Adam:
"’But to Adam in what sort 

Shall I appear? Shall I to him make known 
As yet my change, and give him to partake 
Pull happiness with me, or rather not.
But keep the odds of knowledge in my power 
Without copartner? so to add what wants 
In female sex, the more to draw his love,
And render me more equal, and. perhaps—
A thing not undesirable— sometime 
Superior; for in ferior, .who is free? *" f 3)

The next result is jealousy and fear:
" 'But what if God have seen 

And death ensue? Then I shall be no more;
And Adam, wedded to another sve
Shall liye with her joying, I extinct i1 2 * 4 5"(4)

Eve believed that the eating of the fruit by Adam would
make them equal:

"Thou, therefore, also taste, that equal lot 
May join us, equal Joy, as equal love;
Lest, thou not tasting, different degree 
Disjoin us, and I then too late renounce 
Deity for thee, when fate will not permit,,M(5)

and defends herself, lest Adam accuse her of plotting his

1, Bailey, John* Milton, pp, 186 - 187•2. Paradise Lost, lZ,550,
5. Ibid., LI. 816 - 826.
4. Ibid., LI. 826 ~ 829.

Saurat (Milton, Man and Thinker, p. 284) says that Eve's 
fear that A&am may take another wife comes from the Zohar. 
Milton may have had in mind, also, Mary’s returning to him 
to prevent his marriage to Miss Davis,

5. Paradise Lost, IX, 881 - 886.
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death also:
”'Were it I thought death menaced would ensue 
This my attempt, I would sustain alone 
The worst, and not persuade thee--rcther die . ’n(l)

Adam, though knowing better, with reason clouded by passion,
ate: '

rtHe scrupled not to eat,
Against his -better knowledge, not deceived,
But Ibndly overcome with female charm."(2)

After the Fall came the reckoning; God
appeared in the Garden and called to Adam:

"He came, and with him Kve, more loth, though first 
To offend, discountenanced both and discomposed."(3)

The Bible says:
"And the man said, The woman whom thou 

gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did oat* 
And the lord God said unto the woman, What is this that thou 
hast done? And the woman said. The serpent beguiled me, and 
I did eat."(4)
Milton likewise has Adam blame Kve:

"'But strict necessity 
Subdues me, and calamitous constraint,
Lest on my head both sin and punishment,
However Insupportable, be all
Devolved; though, should I hold my peace, yet thou 
Wouldat easily detect what I conceal.
This Woman, whom thou mad’st to be my help.
And gav'st me as thy perfect gift, so good.
So fit, so acceptable, so divine,
That from her hand I could suspect no ill.
And what she did, whatever in itself.
Her doing seemed to justify the deed—
She gave me of the Tree, and I did eat. M,(5)

T. Paradise Lost,' lx, 977 - 979. “ :
2. Ibid ,, 399 .
3. Paradise Lost. X, LI. 109 - 110.
4. Grenesis 3: 12 - 13.
5. Paradise Lost, X, LI. 131 - 143.
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Are drawn to wear out miserable days,
Entangled with a poisonous bosom-snake.
If not by quick destruction soon out off,
As I by thee, to ages an example•’n{1)

Was this Milton's fear, if he should take back Mary?
Dalila first,sought extenuation for her own 

- / 
weakness by reminding Samson of his own, as Eve placed the
blame on Adam for weakening first;

"'Yet hear me, Samson; not that I endeavor 
To lessen or extenuate my offense,
But that, on the other side, if it bo weighed 
By itself, with aggravations not surcharged,
Or else with just allowance counterpoised,
I may, if possible, thy pardon find
The easier towards me, or thy hatred less.
First granting, as I do, it was a weakness 
In mo, but incident to all our sgx,
Curiosity, Inquisitive, importune 
Of secrets, then with like infirmity 
To publish them— both common female faults—
Was it not weakness also to make known 
For importunity, that is for naught,
Wherein consisted all thy strength and safety?
To what I did thou shew'st no first the way.
Hor shouldst thou have trusted that to woman's frailty 
Ero I to thee, thou to thyself wast cruel. 1
let weakness, then, with weakness oorae to parle.
So near related, or the same of kind;
Thine forgive mine, that men may censure thine
The gentler, if severely thou exact not
More strength from me than in thyself was found.'tf2)

To olinoh the argument, she urged the jealousy of her love
as the impelling motive of her action;

"'And what if love, which thou interpret’st hate.
The jealousy of love, powerful of sway 
In human hearts, nor less in mine towards thee,
Caused what I did?'"(5)

This plea was cleverly bolstered by the suggestion of love * 2 3

T7 Samson Agonlsies. Ll« 748 - 7515.
2. Samson Agonlstea. 11. 766 - 789.
3. Samson Agonlates. 11. 790 - 793.



of country and religion (lines 843 - 8701 *
Samson refused time and again to believe 

her, though granting:
"’I to myself was false ere thou to me..,n(l)

and:
"'All wickedness is weakness•’"(2)

To her plea of love of country and religion, Samson replied:
"'I* before all the daughters of my tribe 
And of my nation, ohoso thee from among 
My enemies, loved thee, as too well thou knew'st; 
Too well*1"(3)

Even so Milton had chosen e wife from among his political 
enemies, Samson continued: .

”'Why, then,
Didst thou at first receive me for thy husband—
Then, as since then, thy country's foe professed?
Being once a wife, for me thou west to leave 
Parents and country; nor was I their subject,
Nor under their protection, but my own;
Thou mine, not theirs.*” (4)

So Milton must have argued with Mary, mentally if not actually*
"Milton had always shown himself incapable 

of any understanding of an opponent's position, least of all 
when that opponent was a woman."(5)
Dalila complains of this;

' ' : v 1 :-"'In argument with men a woman ever 
Goes by the worse, whatever be her cause.'"(6)

JZ L. 824.
2. 1. 834.
3. Samson Agonistes. II. 876 - 879.4. SamsonAgonistes. 11, 882 - 888•
6. Williamson, George 0«, Milton, p. 102. 
6. Samson Agonistes. 11. 903 - 904.
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whiah he had expounded so stron ly in .rediee Lost: 

f' 'Is it f or that s uoh on t .wc r d or nament 
Jae l v·she d on t hei i ge . that i nw~ rd i ·ts 
ere l e ft for haste unfin ished • ju gme11t sc,ant , 

C. paci t y not ra1sed to ap pr ,h a nd 
r v l u e whet is '.best, 
.n c·ho ioe , but oftest to affec t t he wrong'? 
::r was to o muo n o :' "" e 1 .1 . .'-• l o vo m ix e d , 
~- cone - ncy no root infixedy 

'1: at eit 1er t he v l ove nothi n , or o t long? "'(l) 

T .. scene ends on a typica lly !'?Iil t onic note : 

" ' There f ore God 'a universa l l a w 
Gave to t h ·e mar1 despotic po er 

V ;r his fe ma le i n du e a Me, 
ior f r o t hat ri ght t o p.~rt a hour , 

0 mi le s he or lour : 
o s hall h e l east confusi on a.raw 
n h is lTh o l e l i f e , no t s wa ye 

By -e~ al e usurpation , no r d.i smayed. •" ( 2) 

----------------------~---------------~·---------·---------Az onistas. Ll . 10! 5 - 1033. 1. 
2. Agonistes, 11. 1053 - 1060. 
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cm CL SIO .. 

Jo n . il t on lived. i n a peri od of storm and 

stress,. both i n his :private life a nd in his publ ic life . The 

period of his early life , hjs life et Horton , his travels 

i n Italy, was the oa lm before t he storm , s as th peri.od 

be fore the r evo l ution in which Cromwell at t .,, i ne the lea er-

ship of the English st te. 

This storm a nd stress perio d . ffe cted 

;al ton ' $ li fe and poatr.y .. '110 the strife in his pri V H te a nd 

public life , ;U lt on devoted .. muoh of his work . Comus, Lycidas , 

and L ' l.!!gz:o gave very l ittle promise of the vivid ., power­

ful J? rad i se Lost , of the stentorian voice of amaon in 

amson 1g,onls~es • . 11ton would have been a grea t l yrio poet 

had he written no other poetry, bu t h e wo uld not have i 1s pired 

the mighty sonnet of o:rdeworth: 

"Mil ton ! t hou sho· 1 ds t be li v in at t h is hour : 
~ng l and. h a th need of thee. n 

To the Civil •,1ar period we owe tho se 

writings tha t 1evo well be n called the prostitu tion of 

1 i 1 ton's talent , but to t he c or bina t ion of th i s period with 

the unhapp i ness of hi s married liia we owe , ilton•a gr ·eatest 

wor t s, P r ad ise Lo 0 t and. 0 amso n Agontstes. 
-------------· ---· -----------·-------

Tr 1e he had been 
' 

th inking of theses bjeota for years, bu t with out the bitt nr -



ness and unsettledness of his personal life thEtY would 

prob bly have been little more than g ood poetry•-they 'Would 

not hav e bee ·, in a sense, e p1ool. 

: ara dise Lost , while ~ ling it,h a eubje oi 

higher than m nkind, provided .. il ton wit an opportu.ni ty 

t ive vont to 11 h is h a tred o t he Restora tion , of t h e 

C rn roh ~ i th its · orms , a n_d of the woman who oann ot "'i ve to 

man t ha t which is t e hi h eat pro duot of marrie.ge-- f i t con­

versation . ~t h e- divorce· tracts rev al the f irst n g r y i tter-

nes s of a man ff'bo f e 1 t himael f tri ek ed into tn.tJ. rri a g with 

a " olod u. his in e.ri or in every way , but ~ .:~a~ Lost· re­

veals the age .... old l ong i t g , t h e t.ende .. : bi.tternass of a man 

war o an ob .ject u'hich he m- st ha t .,, b u. t sti .l loves . ~ve 

has mor ''>:f t h e a t · ri bu t e s of )1 ary o~ HJl . t ~ a n h e o s of 

th e ]'v . of t h e ible .• Adam . too. a.f t r t h a . ~all .a.t s ve, 

bu t he s til l f .e l s :ro r er e. 1 . n ·i r:g t ht. t on n ot be overoome. 

In t he · ebra.io oonoe tion o· t .e i nferior ity 

of women , .ilton read ... ll of· t he ,alie f s hich . e d evol ed 

from his own experiences with w men. If is t ract, Of 

·- --·-·t_i_o_n . legi .l At . s or s oo J e ge of ~ iltons. how mu ob 

more does f or a 1: il ton wife? 

~ ost w ,en of t h e dey rv0r ··. not odu.oa ted ·; ~ilton id not proper­

l y , in a modern aeuse, educa te :ls d a: hterB, ut e t ught 

t h em to ra9 d to h im in rnan; 1 W"U J " s, ; n id e 1 ' ··'fa, th en, 

should v , ., en ble both to rea d. and to unders tand all these 



languages; ane should have be en ab le to aarr y on . wi th very 

11 ttle edu o ,t i on. an intelligent conversa tion i i t h one of 

the best e,du.c a ted . er i n England . 

Samson Agonis t as is an o 1 man's t a le. 

· ilton , when h '.ifr ot e tt ,. we old, b lind , i s c onraged; r is 

lane , his hopes we re o o: the . lake neas of the i eatora• 

ti n ivas r ampant; hio boo ks, his home W: s g one ; h ·.s tught ers, 

unk i n , aid. ungr t ful, ~ eone ; l ife was empty . J ll t he 

itternes s 0 dis ppo n t . a, 'hop s lies r ,_. v·eale ·i n ems on 

~, g on i s t es .• ,ni ' .mson .s not amso n , 1n ..... }'f.'.'..:lton . It is no ... l, 

Dalila., bu 'I( ary o rJe l l , \1V lO comas to pL.[me .t m., t o lJeg 
~ 

for i v n ., s. , to a.r 1 e his weaknoss . And.. --~s he us ho ·e 

one yeo. s bef'o-,..e w on ~/r:, r y r eturned to h im, he 

case , .j s , if'i e. himself, roak as 011e 1 st .a tt empt to a,ss ., r t 

himse l f . .ar ha he felt that ~ams~n . Agonistes wo 1 brln. .. 

s ~1e,me upon th~ h a ds ~f the v ictorious Cavalier ·· , as samson 

br0t ght t he t empl e w·a lls ow11 upo , th -, viotori -u s .P .ilis-

t :tn s . 

l\n so N:t t , his 1 st Bra t r o"' r f' a , f i a.noe 

loosed. upon t he iiorld , . ilt n 1 .,d. qu ietly; di od rd tho t 

pain; end cl a l ife whic· had brou gh t him pain, but no qu iet .• 

. equ iam pace •. 
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