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‘I, Women in Milton's life.
A+ Introduotion.
Be. Milton's 1ife before marriage.
i. His boyhood home.
a. Three children in the family.
b. Home "grave but not Joyless".
¢. His mother.
(1) Little known of her.
(2) A "prudent virtuous" wife.
2. His susceptibility to women's charms,
a. Chastity of Wilton's youth.
(1) shown in the 3ixth Latin Flegy.
(2) His miéeion as a poet.

(3) Pirst record of reasction to love in
First Latin Elegy.

(4) M4lton's. "first love".

(8) The Seventh Latin Flegy suto~
' biographical.

(b) Love from afar.
b. The "stately black~eyed Italisn" maiden.
¢. Subjection of passion to reason.
C. Milton's first marrisge.

1. Hiﬂ tri tD Forest Hillo
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& . Reasong for going unknown.
(1) pengerous for him to go so near Oxford.
(2) Perhaps to collect a debt.
b. His marriege.
2. The réturn tb London.
3. The perception of inequslities.
a. Mary was "stupid”,
b, His haste.
Ce Marriage‘only nominal.
4. The soﬁaration and its results.
a. Some conjectures on the reasons for separation.
b.'mary quarrelsome.
G+ Tractis showing Milton's ideas of divorce.

{1) bootrine and Discipline of Divorce.

(a) On sale soon efter Mary's de-
parture.

(b) Partiaslly written during the
- honeymoon.

(o) "Contrariety of mind a great
reason of divorce.”

(d) Possibility of "ochaste” man
making a mistake.

(e) Some people non-marriasgeable.

(£) "Meet and happy conversation”
chiefest end of marriags.

(2) Second Defence of the rnglish People.

d. Milton's threetened second marriage.

(1) with Yies Davis.
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(2) The Powells' fright.
5. YMary's return.
8. Influence of Xrs. Powell,
(1) Her dislike of ilton.,
" (2) The lawsuit,
b. The reconciliation,
6+ The effeot of the marricge on Milton.
a. A gféat'shook,
b. Dimmingnof his poetic vision.
7. Children. |
a} Anne.‘
b. Mary.
¢. John,
d. Deborah,
8. Mary's death. '
D. ¥ilton's opinion of women.
l, His belief that minds must be in harmony.

2, His belief thast women have'power over man
passion,

3. Woman's inferiority.
K« His second marriage.
F, Milton and his daughters.

1. Daughfers educated at home.

2 . Daughters ungrateful.

3. Their deperture from the parentsl home.
G. Milton's third marriage.

through
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1l. Elizabeth Minshull,
| a., Not a ﬁarriage of romsnce.

be A A "gant. person” of a "pnacoful -and
agreeablo humour.

2. Milton 8 deily 1ife.
a. Tong snd studious day.
b. Composition at night.
3. Héppinoaa._ , | “
4, Milton's will,

IT. Paradise Lost.

A+ Relation between Wilton 8 11!0 and his delinection
of Adem and Eve s

B. Adam and Rve.
1., Desoription of Eve. .
8+ Physical besuty.
b Bianty of aotioni.
o. Effect of Eve's besuty upon Adem.,
(1) Triumph of passion over reason.
(2) Autobiographioai significance.
.4, Effect upon g8tan.
2. Inferiority of women,

a. Yilton's attitude of superiority mixed
with respect snd tenderness. A

b. fen head of the family.
¢. Withdrawal of Eia from the discussion,

d. Eve's recognitiéh of Adaﬁ'a supariority.



3. Relationship betweon Adam and Eve.

8.

b

Qs
4..Tha
a.

b,

0.

5. The
8
b.

O,

d.

Creation of Eve. ,
(1) To relieve Adam's solitude.
(2) Dependence on Biblical narrative.
Love chaste hnt-not cold.
(1) Hymn to wedded love.
{2) Hatred of celibacy.
Eve a good housekeeper.
separation. ' ,
Autobiographical-significance.
Suggeated by Eve.‘ ,
(1) Shorf seﬁaration sgreeable to Adam.
{2) Eve's wish to prove her virtue.
Admonitions of quick return.
Fall
Real significance of the Fall.

Satan's temptation.

sSignifiecsnce of myrtle.

Effoots of the Fall.
(1) Eve's feeling of superiority.
- (2) Jealousy snd fear,
(3) The clouding of Adam's better knowledge.
(4) The blaming of Eve by Adam.
(B) Adem's uxoriousness.
(6) The quarrel between Adam and Eve.
(a) Autobiographical.
(b) Prophecy of the future.
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@, God's judgment on Adam and Eve.

III..Samson Agonistes.

A+ Great metaphor of :filton's own life.

l.vSamaon Agonistes an 0ld man's play.

2, References to ohildron. ;
B. Samaon 8 fault of uxoriousness..
1. Violation of vows of chaestity.
' 2.‘313‘:oq6gn;tion of his thult.
- 0. The soene between Ssmason and Dalila.
1. The appearance of Dalila.
,2. Samson's mood of quidkﬁanger,
3. Dalila's pleading.
’g.?Her humble approadh
'bs Citing of Scmaon's weakneea;_.
¢, Plea of jealousy of her love.
d. Suggeation.qt love of oopntry and religion.
.. Semson nnmo?ed.“ | |
2+ Revelation of her true purpose.
4. Miltonio maditations.‘,‘,
8. Unheppineaa of marriago.
b, Divinely appointed aubjeetion of women.,

IV. Conclusion.











































































the student of ilton, but curlously there is little regord
of his home lifeQ Whaet fooord exists is of the period of
this third marriage. Aubrey is the best sourace. He says'of
Milton, "Of g very choerfull humour--He would be cheerfull
even in his gowte fitts, and sing,"” snd "Extreme pleasant
in his conversation, and at dinner, supper, eto.; but se-
tyricall."(1) This' is hardly a picture of an embittered,
blind o0ld man who.drove his daughters from his home and who
wag saddened by life. His exercise was walking. "After -
dinner he used to walk 3 or 4 hours gt a time, (he elways
had @ gorden where he lived), went to bed about nine."(2)
"He rose very early, studied until dinner, and sfter dinner
reoreated himself by singing, or playing on gsome instrument;
he possessed 8 fine volce, and was skilled in music. After
a few more hours given to.study, in the evening he ate two
or three olivos drenk a gless of water, smoked his pipe
end retired to bed "(3) During the night he composed his
poems and rang a bell to call hisvwife or daughters out of
bed to taie them down. Nilton evidently loved his wife, but
he would not allow her to dictate openly to him, ~ After the
Restoration, he was ageain offered the position of Secretery
to the Council of State., "His third wife, wlizabeth linshull,
wes urgent with him to accept it; but he renlied~ 'You are
a woman, and wish to keep = coach but I wish to 1live and die
an honest man.'"(4)

She wvenerated her husbani, however, snd did
all she could to meke his déolining years happy. She was &
master cook, and hence had an easy way to filton's hesrt, if

the old adage be true. !lMilton was very fond of good food.

l. Aubrey, op. cit., ppe. 67 - 08.
2. Sampaoﬁ, Op. Clt., p. 2l :
3. Raoine, op. cit., pp. 126 -127.
4, ll_)_.i_g_'.' Ppe. 113 - 114.




"0cocasionelly his golden-haired 'Betty', as he called her,
would sing to him, and !filton, & musiocian of much talent,
usually remaerked that while she nad a good enough voice she
had no ear whatever."{(l) Amid such pleasantries and in the
quiet which he certainly deserved after his turbulent life,
bdth.pgrsonally and politically, 1ilton died on Wovember

8, 1674. He made no will, but he agreed with his brother
that hig widow should get all of his estate. In the court
fight which the dsughters began over the will, Christopher
Milton, John's brother, gave the following testimony as

being the exact words which John ifilton used: " !'8ro ther,

the portion due to me from Mr. Powell, my formor first wife's
father, I lenve to the unkind children I had by her; but I
have received no part of it, and my will eand masning is, they
- shall have no other benefit of my estate, than the said
portion and what I have besides done for them; they having
been very undutiful to me. 4nd sll the residuc of my '
estate T leave to the dispossl of Rlizabeth my loving wife.'"(2)
Thus in his death, he caused more strife. The widow finslly
sottled tho’case by giving the daughters one~-third of the

estate.

1. Gerdiner, op. cit.,pp. 378 - 379,
2. Hanford, A Milton Handbook, p. 50.
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Lost Milton put all the Jjoy, 811 the sorrow of his own |
l1if2. He had passed through bitter oxperiences with his own

“ve, experiences that had left their marx on his life. "By
the time Parasdise Lost was written, Milton had know love

as distinet from admiration, the asttraction not of identicsl
bul of complementary gqualities. The novel delight of surren-~
der to & charm, the charm of a8 uveing weaker and falirer than
himsolf, had been enough, and he had not provided for the
difficulties of accomodating this new self-surrender to the
self maintenance which was his natural and his habitusl tom-
psr. Ere long the discovery wes made of feminine frailty. . .
Eve was created out of sall that he wecs not and could not
be."(1l) - No one has praised the institution of marriasge more

thanvhe, and no one has condemned passion eny more than he
did. "Adam morslized on the unhappiness of marrisre es if
he had studied the divorce reports or gone through a coirse
of modern novels." (2) +‘that is more to the point, it appesrs

as 1f he had studied ilton's Divorce Tracts and was familiar

with all the connotation as well as with the denotation of
them. "The Puriten had thrown off chivalry as being parcel
of Catholicism, and had replcced it by the Hebrew ideal of
the subjection and seclusion of women." (3) This ideal fit-
ted not only with thé treatment of & Hebraic subject but also
with Milton's personal ideal of woman.
+Xi11lton lavished 8ll the poetry of one who

has the love of the besutiful upon his descriontion of Rve. °
How much of it is fbﬁnded upon-the appearance of Mary Powell
is unknown.. One 1s‘1nclined to believe the following passage
to be a plcture of Milton's meeting W1th lTary Powell:
| "As one who, long in populous city pent,

Where houses thick and sewers annoy the air,

Forth issuing on a summer's morn, to breathe
Among the pleasant villages and ferms

1. Dowden, tdward, "The ldecalism of ilton", iranscripis
and Studies, Po 466, '

2. EBalley, op. 0it., p. 177.

3. Pattison, Merk, Xilton, (E. M. L.), p. 5l.
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Adjoined, from each thing met conceives delight--
The smell of grain, or tedded grass, or kine,

Or dairy, each rurzl sicht, each ruregl sound--

If chance with nymph-like step fair virgin pass,
what pleasing seemad for her now pleases more,
She most, and in her look sums all delight."(1)

So Tve must have been the summation of all delight:

_ "'0 feirast of Crestion, last snd best
0f 11 God's works, creature in whom excelled
“hatever can to sight or thought be foriad,
Holy, divine, good amiable or eweet!'" (2)

Her hagir was long and curly.

"She, as @ Veil down to the slender waist,

- Hor unadorned golden tresses wore
Dishevelled, but in wanton ringlets waved
As the vinas curls her tendrils.” (3)

Not only was she besutiful in outside appresrance but also

in her asctions: -

""Welther her outside formod so fair, nor sught
In procreation

¢ . . . e o . . ° 3
So much dnlthts me as those Rraceful aots ~
Those thousend decencies, that daily flow
From all her words and actions, mixed with love
And sweet compliance, which declare unfnigned
Union of mind, or in us both one soul.’" (4)

Eve was fairer even than the goddess of Beauty:
’ ‘"But Ive,
Undecked, save with herself, more lOVelV fair
Then wood=-nymph, or the ¢airast goddess feligned
0f three thet in Yount Ida naked strove."(5)
The effect of Eve's beauty on Adam wss

Just the same as that of lary on Milton:

10 Paradise LOSt, IX‘ Llo 445 - 4540
2. Paradise Lost, IX, Il. 836 - 899, .
3. Parsdise Lost, IV,Ll. 704 - 307. |
4. Paradige Lost, VIII, Li. 596 - 604,
6. Taradise Lost, V, Ll. 379 - 382,
















And from whom I was formed flesh of thy flesh,
And without whom am to no and, my guide
‘And head '™ (1)
Even Satan recoznized Adam's superiority,
for he told Sin and Deéth to exercise dominion:
"Chiefly on Man, golo lord of all declared.” (2)
The relations of Adam and “ve Were ap-
parently chaste but not cold. The relotions were not to be
passionato: _
"#hat higher in her society thou fini'st
Attractive, human, rationsl, love still:
In loving thou dost well; in pession not,
“therein true Love consists not." (3)
Milton's excuse for marrying Hary Powell probably wds very
similer to that of Adem for gotting & wife froﬁ God:
"1In solitude
What happiness? who csn enjoy clone,
- 0r, all enjoying, what contentment find?'"(4)
It may have been Miss Davis of him he wes thinking, for the
continuation of Adam's (or Milton's) speech seems based on
Milton's first tractstse on Divorce:
"Among unequels whot socloty
- Can sort, whet harmony or true delisht?
Which must be mutuel, in proportion due
Given and received; but in dispserity,
The one intense, the other still remiss,
Cennot well suit with either but soon prove
Tedious alike."” (5) B

This line of reasoning is hardly thet to be expsctecd of an

1. Parsdise Lost' TV, L1, 440 - 4430

2. Paradise Lost, X, L. 401.

2. Paradise Tost, VIII, L.1. 580 - 589.
4, Parasdise Lost, VIII, 364 - 366.

6. Paradlse Lost, VIII, Ll. 383 - 289.
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"xtracted; for this cause he shell forego
Pother and mother, and to his wife adhere,
And they shall be one flesh, one heart, one soul.'"

(1)

Eve was not

wuninformed ,
0f nuptial senctity end marriasge rites", (2)

and she did not refuse herself to Adam:

"'She what wes honor knew,
And with obsequious majesty aporoved
My pleaded reason. %o the nuptisl bower
I lad her blushing like the Xorn,.'" (3)

"Straight side by side wers laid, nor turned, T ween,
Adam from his fair spouse, nor ¥ve the rights
Mysterious of connubial love refused.”(4)

Milton's preise of wedded love in his

other writines (see part I) is continued in Paradise Iost:

"Hgil, wedded Love, mysterious law, itrue, source.
0f human offspring, sole propriety

In Peradice of all things common else!

By thee asdulterous lust was driven from men

Among the bestisl herds to raunge; by thee,
Founded in reason, loyal, Just, and pure,
Relations dear, and sll the chsrities

- 0f father, son, and brothsr, first were known."(E)

Milton hated celibacy, perhaps beosuse it was practiced by
priests of the Cetholic Churoh:

"Whatever hypocrites susterely talk

© 0f purity, and place, end innocence,
Defaming as impure what God declares ' '
Pure, and commends to some, leasves free to &all.
Qur Maker bids incresse; who bids abstain
But our destroyer, foe to God and fan9"(6)

1. Parsdise Lost, VITI, ILl. 494 - 499,
£. Paradlge Lost, VIII, Il. 486 - 487,
3, Paradlse Lost, VIII, 508 - b11.

4, Pal‘adise LOBtJ_ IV, Llo 741 - 743.
5., ®aradlse Lost, IV, L1, 760 - 767,
6, Yaradise Lost, IV, Ll. 744 ~ 749,
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Adam and Fve were 85 close to one another
thet whet affocted one equclly affected the other:
"'Best imgge of myseli, and dearor held,
The trouble of thy thoughts this night in sleep
Affects me equally.'" (1)
Eve's dream had been disturbed by Sstan, in the guise of a
toad.(2) She relatad it to Adam, who fesrad avil,

"'Yot evil whence? 1In thee cen harbour nons,
Cretted purc.'" (3)

¥ve was to be a good housekeepsr:

"For nothing lovelier can be found
In woman than to study household good,
And good works in her husbend to promote."(4)

And when the Angel came for lunch:

"#ith dispatchful looks in haste
She turns, on hospitable thoughts intent
Yhet ohoice to choose for delicacy best,
mhat order so contrived es not to mix
Tastes " (5)

This wes the Hebraic idsal of woman:

"She looketh well to the ways of her household,
and eateth not the bresd of idleness."(6)

There are many striking resemblances
between the separation of idam and Eve and the separation of

Milton and his young wife. "The almost childish wilfulness

of her (Eve's) detearmination to go out by herselif, snd Adam's
grave and reluctent consent, are surely echoes from the days ,
when the insubordination of filton's young wife disturbed

the quiet of his studious life."(7) One csn never be sure

1. Par&Hise LOSt, V, IJ1. gB - 97.

2. Belinda's dream in The Rape of the Lock is a travesty
on Tve's dream,

Se Paradise Lost. V. Ll. 99 - 100.

4, Paradise Lost, IX, Ll. 232 - 234,

5. Taradlse lost, V, Ll. 331 - 335.

6., Proverbs 31: 27.

7. Masterman, The ige of Milton, p. 65.




whether it is Adam or Milton whs is speaking.
" Eve suggested the sepsretion, end Adem
objected: |
"!'But, if much converse perhaps
Thee satiate, to short gbsence I could yield
For solitude sometimes is bect society,
And short retirement urges sweet return.
But other doubt possosses me, lest harm
Befsll thee, savered from me.'"(1l)
Thus Milton may have sugzssted that if the aullness of .
his oovversation or the narrowness of his life satiated
ory, he would agree to a short absence, but neither he nor
Adam -desired it:
"1Leave not the faithful side . '
That gave thee being, still shades thee and protects.
The wife, where dasngor or dishonour lurks,
Safest end seemliest by her husband stays,
Who guards her, or with her the worst endurss.'"(2)
When fve rather petulently replied that she sould take care
of herself, Adam tried flattery:
" from the influence of thy looxs recelvs
Access in avery virtue--in thy sight
fore wise, more watchful, stronger, if nnaed were
0f outwerd strangth,.'" (5) -
Eve enswered his objections:

"And what is faith, love, virtuo, unassayed
Alone, without exterior hslp sustained?'" (4) -

Adam gsays it is

"'Not then mistrust but tender love, enjoins
That I should mind thee oft; and mind thou me.'"(5)

And wisely admonishes Zve:

1. pParadlse lost, 1IX, L1, 247 - 2562,
2. Toid., LI. 266 - 269,
3., 1Ibid., ILl. 309 - 212,
4, Tbid., Ll. 335 - 336,
5. Tbid., Ll. 357 - 2358,







Is lost, which always with right resson dwells
Twinned, and from her hath no dividuval bveing.
Reason in an obscured, or not obeyed,
Immedistely inordinats desires

And upstert passions catch the government

From Reason, and to servitude reduce

Men, till then free.'"(1)

"Before the Fall, man and woman living in perfsct union of
soul and body, lust could not exist.”(2) The idea of the

purity of sex relationship before the Tall, and the osrnal

desires sfterward, is found slike in Parsdise Lost and in

the Zohar.(3) It is not found in the‘short‘Biblical account:

"Now the serpent wss more subtile than
gny beast of the field which the Lord God hsd made. And
he spid unto the woman, yea, hath God said, Ye shall not
eat of evary tree of the garden° And the woman said unto
the serpant, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the
ggrden: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst
of the gardon, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither
shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 4And the serpent ssid unto
the woman, Ye shall not surely die. . « « She took of the
fruit thereof, and did-eat, end gsve slso unto her husband
with her; and he 4id eat. And the eyes of them both were
ovened, and they knew that they were naked; snd thoy sewed
fig leaVes together, and made themsolves enronq."(&)

Satan gsought both Adem snd Xve, but hoped
to find Eve alonse:

"He sought them both, but w1shed his hzp might find
Eve separate,~-="(5

because he knew that Fve was inferior to Adam:
"'Bghold alone '
The Voman, opportune to all attempts--
Her husband for I view far round, not nigh
Those hizner intellectusl more I shun.'"™(5)

The Bible does not explein why Sttan approached Eva rather

1. Parsdlse Lost, XII, Ll. 85 - 90,

2. Sauret, wilton, fan And Thinker, p. 67.
Se Ibid.' P 2950

4, TGenesis 3: 1~ 7.

6. DParadise Lost. IX, 421 ~ 422,

6., Paradise Lost. IX, 480 - 483,







supposed especislly powerful with women."(1l) %2ve fell through
4curiosity- she wantea to find out 1f what the serpent said
was true. And 80 she ate, for'
"Into the heart of Five his words made way."(2)
The first result of the eating in Ev
wes the erousing of a desire to be superior to Adam;

"13ut to Adsm in what sort
Shell I appear? Shall I to him make known
A8 yet my change, snd give him to partske
Full heppiness with me, or rsther not,
But keep the odds of knowledge in my power
without copartner? so to add whst wants
In female sex, the more to draw his love,
And render me more equal, and perhapge-
A thing not undesirable--sometime
Superior; for inferior, who is free?!'" (3)

- The next result is Jjealousy and feer:

"'But what 1f God have seen
And death ensue? Then I shall be no more;
And Adam, wedded to another Xve
Shall livo with her joying, I extinet !'"(4)

Eve elieved that the eatinz of the fruit by Adam would
make them equal:
"Thou, therefdre. also taste, that eQual lot
Yay Jjoin us, equesl jJoy, as equnl love;
Lest, thou not tasting, different degrese
Diljoin us, and I then Loo late renounce -
Deity for thee, when fate will not permit.'"(5)

and defends herself, lest Admm accuse her of plotting his

1. Bailey, John Milton pp. 186 - 187,

2. Paradise Lost, I%, 5

3. 7Ibid,, 1L, 816 - 325.

4p Ibid.' Llo 826 - 8290

aurst (Milton, ''an and Thinker, p. 284) says that Fva's

fear thal Adam may taxe anoiher wife comes from the Zohzr.
¥ilton may have had in mind, slso, lfary's returning To him
to prevent his marrisge to Miss Devis.

5. Paradise Lost, IX, 881 - 8856,
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death also:

"itiare it I thought death menscsd wduld ensue
This my ettempt, I would sustain alone ‘
The worsi, and not persuade thee--reiher die.'"(1)

Adam, though knowing better, with reason clouded by passion,
ate:

- "He scrupled not to eat, o
Against his ‘better knowledge, not deceived,
But fondly oVercome with female charm."(2)

After the Fall ceme the reckoning; God
appea:ed in the Garden and called to Adam'

"He came, sand with him Rve, more loth, though first
To offend, discountenanced both and disoomposed."(s)

The Bible says:

"And the man said, The woman whom thou
gavest to be with me, she gave me of ‘the tree, and I did eat.
And the Lord God s2id unto the woman, What is this that thou
hast done? And the woman gaid, The serpent beguiled me, and
I 4id eat."(4) :

M1lton likewise hes Adsm blame Fve:

"1But strict necessity
Subdues me, and ocalamitous constiraint,
Lest on my hesad both sin and punishment
Howaver insupportsble, be a8ll - : '
Devolved; though, shoulﬁ I hold my pesce, yet thou
Wouldst easily deteet‘what'l conceal, ‘
This Woman, whom thou mad'st to be my help,
And gav'st me as thy perfeot gift, so good,
So fit, so acceptadble, so divine,
‘That from her hsnd I ocould suspeet no ill,
And what she did, whatever in itself,
Her doing seemed "to justify the deed--
She gave me of the Tree, and I did eat.'"(5)

1. Teradise Tosl, IX, 977 = 979,
2 TBId', gg, - 399,
3. Parsdise Lost, X, Ll., 109 =~ 110.
4. Genesis 3: 12 - 13.
5. Psradise Lost, X, Ll. 131 - 143.





































Was thj.a

weakness

blame~on

«Bb~

Are drawn to wear out misersble days,
Entangled with a poisonous bosom-snske,
If not by quiok destruction soon out off,

A8 I by‘thée to ages an excmple.'™(1)

vilton s fear, 'if he should take back Mary?

Dalils first sought extanuation for her own
by rébinding Samson of his own, as Fve placed tpo
Adam for weakening first:

"'Yet hear me, Samson; not that 1 endeavor
To lessen or extenuato my offense,

‘But that, on the other side, if it be weighed

By itself, with sggravations not surcharged,
Or else with Jjust sllowance counterpoised,

I may, if possible, thy pardon find

The essier towards me, or thy hatred less,
Pirst grenting, as I do, it wa2s8 a weaknesse
In me, dbut incident to all our sgex, :
Curiosity, inguisitive, importune

0f secrets, then with like infirmity

" To publish them-~-both common female faults--.

Was it not weakness also to make known
For importunity, that is for naught,

“¥herein oonsisted all thy strength and safety?

To what T did thou shew'st me first the way.

Hor shouldst thou have trusted that to woman's fraiity:

- Fre I to thee, thou to thyself wast oruel.

Let weskness, then, with weskness oome to parle,

. 80 near rela%ed, or the sams of kind; -

Thine forgive mine, that men may censure thine

‘The gentler, if severely thou exact not

Yore strength from me than in thyself was found.'w(i)

'To olinch the argument. she urged the jealousy of her lovs

as the impelling motive of her action:

"tAnd whet if love, which thou interpret’st hate,

The Jealousy of love, powerful of sway

In human hearts, nor less in mine towards thee,
Caused what I diae'"(3)

This plea was cleverly bolstered by the suggestion of love

1.7 Semson Igoaiatés, Li.‘748 - 735.

2e

Samson Agonistes, Ll., 766 ~ 789,

Se

Samgon Agonlstes, L1, 790 - 793,




of country and religion (lines 843 - 870%.,
Samson réfusedatiuo and again to believe
her, though granting: '
"1] to myself was false ere thou to me.'"(1l)
and:
"'A11 wickedness is weakness.'"(2)
To her plea of love of oountry and religion, Sanaon replied:

"'I before all the daughters of ny tribe

And of my nation, chogse thee from among

My enemies, loved thee, as too well thou knew'st;
Too well.'"(s) .

Fven Bo‘Milton had chosen e wife from among his political’
enemies, Samson odntinned:

"'Why, then,
Didst thou at first receive me "for thy huaband~-
Then, as since then, thy eountry's foe profesged?
Being once e wife,.for me thou west to leave
‘Parents and country; nor was I their subject,
Nor under their protection, but my own;
Thou mine, not theirs.'" (4)

S0 Yilton mnat have argued with liary, mentally if not actually.

"Milton had always shown himself incapable
of any understanding of an opponent's position, least of all
when that opponent was a wbman."(s)

Dalila complainsg of. thia:
| "1Tn argument with men a woman ever
Goes by the worse, whatever be her czuse.'™(6)

1. L. 824,

. 2¢ L. 834. '

3. Samson Agonistes, Ll. 876 -~ 879,
4., Samson Agonistes, 11, 882 ~ 888.

6. Williamson, George C., Milton, p. 102,
6 Samson Agoniston, 11, 903 - 904,
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CONCLUSION

John Milton lived in a period of storm and
stress, both in his private 1ife and in his public 1ife. The
period of his early life, his life at Horton, his travels
in Italy,was the calm before the storm, as was the period
bvefore the Revolution in which Cromwell attzined the leader-
ghip of the English state.

This storm and stress period affected
Milton's 1life and poetry. To the strife in his private and

public life, Milton devoted much of his work. GComus, Lycidas,

and L'Allegro gave very little promise of the vivid, power-

ful Paradise Lost, of the stentorian voice of Samson in

Samgon Agonistes. Milton would have been a grest lyric poet

had he written no other poetry, but he would not have inspired
the mighty sonnet of Wordsworth:

myilton ! thou shouldst be living at this hour:
Englend hath need of thee.”

To the Civil War period we owe those
writings that have well been called the prostitution of
Milton's talent, but to the combinstion of this period with
the unhappiness of his married life we owe Milton's greatest

works, Psredise Lost and Samson Agonistes. True, he had been

thinking of these subjects for years, but without the bitter-




8%

ness and unsettledness of his personal life they would
probably haeve been little more than good poetry--they would
not have been, in a sensa, eplcal. '

Paradise Lost, while desling with a subject

higher than msnkind, provided Vilton with an opportunity

to give vent to all his hatred of the Restoration, of the
Ghurch with its forms, and of the woman who cannot give to
man thet which is the highest product of marrisge--1it con-
versation. Tﬁe divorce trascts reveal the first engry bitter-
ness of & man who felt himself tricked into s marriage with

a "elod", his inferior in every way, but Psrzdise Lost re-

veals the age-0ld longing, the tender bitterness of a man

toward ean objeet which he must hate but still loves. FRve

hes more of the sttributes of:Mary Powell than she does of

the Eve of the Bible. Adam, too, sfter the Fall hsales Eve,

but he still feels for her & longing thet csnnot be overcome.
In the Hebrsic conception of the inferiority

of women, Milton resd sll of the bteliefs which he hed evolved

from his own experiences with women. If his tract, Of

Kaduestion, legislates for a college of Miltons, how much

more does Parsdise Tost express & desire for e Milton wife?

Yost women of the day were not sducated; Wilton did not proper-
1y, in & modern sense, educste his daughters, but he taught
them to resd to him in meny lesngueges., An idesl wife, then,

should have been sble both to read and to understand all these




languages; she should have been able %o carry on, with very
1ittle educstion, an intelligent conversation with one of
the best educated men in England.

Samson Agonistes is an o0ld man's tale.,

Milton, when he wrote it, was old, blind, discouraged; his
plans, his hopes were gone; the wickedness of the Restora=-
tion was rampant; his books, his home was gone; his daughters,
unkind snd ungrateful, hsed gone; life was empty. All the
bitterness of disappointed hopas lies ravealed in 3Jamson
tgonistes., Semson is not Samson, but ¥ilton. Tt is not
palila, but Vary Powell, who comes to plegne him, to beg
forgiveness, to argue his weakness. And, &s he must have

done years before when Mery returned to him, he plesds his
case, justifies himself, makes one last attempt to assert

himself, Perhaps he felt that Samson Agonistes would bring

ghame upon the heads of the victorious Cavaliers, as Se&mson
brought the temple walls down upon the vietorious Philis-
tineg.

And so with his last great roar of defiance
loosed upon the world, Milton died, quietly; died without
pain; ended & life which had brought him psin, but no quiet.

Requiem pace.
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