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fchen ire have the viewpoint of one of our graduates now a student

of law at Harvard. He does not mlnee words In M s  tirade against 

the present method of teaching English. He says: "I consider 

college English a failure. I have found very few college men 

and women able to speak the English language correctly. Con

sidering the time spent in the study of the subject, every 

student should be faultless in his diction. Too much time is 

spent in studying major premises and minor premises and what 

not, but not enough time in drilling in the fundamentals of 

grammar. English courses in college ore a failure when one 

compares the result with what might be accomplished. It is 

"a grain of wheat hid in a hushel of chaff." It gives a little 

of the outward show and form of learning yet neglects the sub

stance.*^ In conclusion he goes on to state, that in his opinion 

the college men with an A.B. are the biggest examples of mis

applied energy and effort that this whole world affords. He 

suggests that the English department exclude from the list of 

"required work" all courses in "Argumentation," "Harrative," 

etc., and replace them by courses in the fundamentals of 

grammar.

This student is supported in his views, in 

part at least, by a graduate who is now a special representa

tive for a manufacturing concern. This gentleman takes this

1— Lawrence Searing.
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atand; "I believe that English themes, as required of the 
Freshmen in the University of Arizona, have no practical value. 

I recommend a substitution of courses in letter-writing and 
commercial English.M

This thesis aims to point out the uses made 
of written and oral English by the graduates of this Univer
sity. It farther aims to show the authors most read by these 
same alumni.
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TABLE II.

DISTRIBUTION OF LETTERS WRITTEN BY THE DIFFERENT GROUPS
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Letters 
per year

0-10
10-26

26-60

60-100

100-260

860-600

600-760

760-1000

1000-2600

2600-6000

Total.....

A . 2 .
per cent

0 .

2 
3 

11 
37 

26 

8 
7 

3 

3

1. 3.
per cent

0

0

1

9

36

26

13

6
10
2

: : : 
Besinees: Prof. :TeaeheraiEngl- 
men : men :per cent: neers 

per cent:per cent:

0

0

7

11

21
31

21
3

3

3

0

1

0

9

30

39

6
4

6
6

0

0

0

8
34

48

8
0

0

2

:per cent 

:
:
:
:
:
:
8

0

0

0

0

46

17

6
11
11

U

All
graduates 
per cent

0

1

3

9

36

26

11

6
8
2

100 100 100 100 100 100 100

Table II clearly Indicates that all of the 

alumni are called upon to write letters for one reason or another 

after graduation. This ia only natural in a social order such

as the one in which we live.' ' . . :. '
Our University takes for granted that all of

these graduates know how to write a good letter, both business 

and personal, before they get to college. For those who ao 

believe I quote herewith the opening paragraph of a letter



�!

received from the vice-principal of an accredited high school 

in California. 11 In the study that you are making in English, 

have you worked up anything along the line of a list of selec

tions of English to Illustrate the different standards of 

English, which you have individuals to rate in order to deter

mine the appreciation of the individual rating?"

TABLE III.

BUSINESS LETTERS WRITTEN BY THE DIFFERENT GROUPS

Businesi ■"*... Business Professional � " � # �  � �

Letters • men men graduates
per cent $ per cent per cent per cent

100
1

�� % 7 3

90 . 1 16 6 8

76 16 31 26
� ' l!

60 t 16 16 14

26

j
.....

 ”i

22 21 20

10 26 24 30

Total.... . 100 100 100
: * - -

As business letters make up a fair share of 

our graduates1 correspondence it is interesting to note in what 

proportion it is used by the business men themselves, profess

ional men, and the body of alumni as a whole.
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This is a has? world and the average man 

finds hie day is crowded ��  that some few of aa are even forced 

to admit that they "find no timen for reading. This is indeed 

a sorry declaration. The loss to one can not he measured in 

such a circumstance, literature, whatever its nature or its 

theme, opens ap new fields of thought. From it are gleaned 

new insight into the society about as and men become anew some

thing different when seen in a new light. The entire social, 

economic, and political life of the day and of the past are 

delivered up to us, ours is the heritage of the labors of men 

of ages past, yet we have not time to read. It is well there 

are but few, and let us wish more power to that educational 

system that will devise a way and a means that even the few may 

employ.

While it hardly seems possible that one should 

be too busy ever to read, and here I refer to university gradu

ates in particular, for I can sense the conditions under which 

some men labor and live that would not be conducive to reading 

for leisure enjoyment, it is not strange that of those who do 

find the time, and are so inclined, should turn to books that 

carry them far from their toils.

Books that stir with action and set the blood 

to tingling in the veins, books that satisfy the popular will 

and fancy, grasp the average reader. He doesn't want anything 

heavy that is hard to digest. He doesn't care for technique 

and finesse of art. Be wants to be entertained. He wants to
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Wit h the other authors listed no explana

tion seems necessary. The American authors are all contem

porary writers and are known by followers of modern fiction.

TABLE VII.

RAHK OP TEH MOST POPULAR AUTHORS H  1924.1

����

Title :
• - ' '

Author Ja F M A M Je JU Au S 0 N 2

If Winter Comes...... A. 3. M. Hutchinson 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 6 6 6

This Freedom......... A.S.M. Hutchinson X 3 X X X X X 6 1 1 8

Helen of the Old House H. .&� Wright.... 2 3 6 5 5 0 0 0 0 0 0

Her Father's Daughter. Gene 3. Porter.. 3 4 2 7 9 0 0 0 0 0 0

Main Street........... Sinclair Lewis., 4 4 6 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Babbitt............. Sinclair Lewis.. x 3 X X X ’ X X X 3 3 1

Ihe Pride of Palomar.. Peter B. Kyne... 5 7 9 0 10 0 0 0 0 0 0

The Brimming Cuu...... Dorothy Canfield 6 8 8 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Rough Haven........... Dorothy Canfield X x X x X X X X X X X 10

To the Last Man....... %ane Grey....... 6 2 3 2 3 8 0 0 0 0 0

Braes . . . . . . . . . . . . Chas.G.Norris... % 7 6 4 3 4 4 4 0 0 0 0

Three Soldiers........ 4��/�2���.�����& % 9 10 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

The Girls............. Edna Berber.... 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

In comparing Tables VI and VII, it is noted 

that in the selection of authors,Arizona's graduates read prac

tically- the same authors as the general run of the public the 

country over.

1— Bookman, 56: 233, 36l, 520, 650, 776, 81, 205, 317, 431. 539. 
' _______ 651. 108._________ __________ _________________ ______'
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fa’ble Til give# the contemporary writers 
of fiction, prepared by a representative committee of author#, 

s t u d e n t a n d  oritios. In compiling this list, a report is 

taken from 200 libraries in all parts of the United States.

It is found that the best "circulators" are also the beet 

"sellers," which is proof of the essential uniformity of the 

reading tastes of all sorts and conditions of Americans.

Therein, too, lies the proof of our democ

racy. There oan be no rigid class distinction, no sharp di

vergence of interests, no irrepressible warfare or unbridgeable 

gulf between class and class, when all alike, worker and 

capitalist, highbrow and lowbrow, farmer, artisan, merchant, 

and manufacturer are reading "If Winter Comes," and "The Outline 

of History" with the same enthusiastio interest.
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PERCENTAGE OF ARIZONA GRADUATES READING THE DIFFERENT MAGAZINES

SABLE VIII.

. . • . :
Magazine# : Graduates

. __________________  : per cent
:

Literary D i g e s t . : 79
Saturday Evening Poet........  71
American..... ..............  : 68
Business and Professional....: 43
Life........ ........... .....; 41
Cosmopolitan.................   56
Household Magazines..... .. ..: 35
Atlantic Monthly............ : 34
Review of Reviews........... % 86
Fudge........  : 19
Liberty...........     16
Harpers........................... 13
Geographic.......      11
Bookman......................   11
lew Republic.........    11
Scribners..........    9
Movie Magazines.......... ....: 7
Colliers................   6
Worlds Work. •. .............    i 6
Science..... ........... .....: 6
True Story.......  : 4
Fraternal Magazines.......... : 4
Century..........  3
American Mercury.............   5
Western Stories......... .....: 8
Travel........  ..: 8
Religious...................  : 8
Time.............    8
Nature.... ............. .....: 8
International Studio........: 8
Asia........    8
Sport..... ......   i 8
Smart Set............... .....: 2
Mentor......................  : 1
Nation....................... : 1

less than
Current Opinion..............   I
Survey........ . i . : 1
Adventure........   1
Argosy..... ......   : 1
Hearst’s International.......  1
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We have seen that only 20 per cent of the 
graduates of this university ever write for publications; that 
leaves a great majority with nothing much to write hut letters, 
and they must write them as best they know how and without train

ing in this institution.

All of us write letters, business or personal, 
after graduation. The present order of society is such that 
it becomes a necessity for us to employ this means in social 
intercourse in its several phases.

The University seems to assume that all 

college students knew how to write letters. "They all write 
letters, surely they know how," seems to be the prevalent opin
ion. But this assumption is wrong, lot all college students 
know how to write letters, in spite of the fact that they do 
write them. We could not say that every hoy who participated 

in the great national past-time knows hew to play baseball, 
or that everyone who oan sit on a horse knows now to ride one. 
These assumptions, on the face of the thing, are ridiculous and 
so it seems to me is the assumption that all college students 
know how to write letters just because they do write them.

What are the first essentials of letter

writing? I would say that business letters should embody clear 

expression, definite statements, and brevity. It has been 

pointed out in previous chapters the probable losses accruing 
from inability to write business letters embodying the three 
qualities mentioned.
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Three aims of the Departmnt of IngLieh are; 

First, to acquaint the stm&ent with the authors; second, to teach 
the student how to interpret description and technique; and 

third, to teach the stmdent to appreciate good literature. We 

are interested in knowing to what extent the department has
. f - . * - - ■ • . . ■ •

accomplished its aims. One look at the results of our survey

would tend to shatter all faith in the present method of teach- . 

ing literature.

Among the authors who enjoy the greatest 
popularity with the general reading public there does not appear 

the name of one of the authors studied in courses in English 

literature.1 We are primarily interested in the Ariadna group

and all we can say for them is that, in spite of their training,
" '' ' ' ' " 'g

they are very much like the rest. Their taste seems to be 

about the same, not much better, not much worse, than that of 
the general public, the trained and the untrained, the high
brow and the low-brow; but as one authority says, "therein lies 
the proof of our democracy."

. MTERATIB®.

1— Table VII. 8— Table VI.
3— Bookman, 60.
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good literature, and to Interpret description and technique, 

how oen v/e justify the plaoe of Harold Bell Wright at the head 

of the list of authors most often read by our alumni? And how 

ean we account for the almost total obscurity of William Shakes

peare, of whom we were taught so much in high school and college? 

Does such lack of popularity among college graduates speak for 

the success of the present method of teaching literature? Is 

it to the credit of our institutions that Hioheal Arlen, Hall 

Cane, Thomas Dixon, Fannie Hurst, KLinor Glynn, and Mary Roberts 

Rinehart are all read as often as William Shakespeare and more 

often than Oliver Goldsmith or Ralph Waldo Emerson?*^ If so, 

then surely the method is wrong, for it would seem that to 

train students in English literature only serves to make them 

closer adherents to our American authors.

Our graduates have signified their prefer

ence for American literature over the English authors. How 

much has their training in English literature helped them in 

selecting their authors of contemporary literature —  the litera

ture they read almost exclusively? Very little, if any, if we 

Can believe the reports of these alumni. How, then, oan we 

Justify one or two years of required work in English literature 

for every student who hopes to graduate? For more profitable, 

it seems to me, would be a course in contemporary American litera

ture. ' ' ■
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