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a great abundance of theologians in England, all point
their studies in that direction.” 1 Ana likewise; Aubrey
sums up tﬁe situation: "The studies in fashion in those
days (in Englahd) were poetry, and controversie with the
Church of Rome."_2 Later he gives his own opinion ofvﬁhia
habit: "I thinke it was an epidemick evill of that time, -
which I thinke now is growne out of fashion, as unmannerly
and boyish," 3 -
'This tendency was developed in the schools ard colleges,
where, lrs, Hutchinson says, John, when he attended chapel,
"began tp take notice of their stretching Buparatitionvto
1dolatrys « o . though as yct he considered not-theiam@ti-
ness and carnality, to say no more, of that public worship
which was then in use,"? HotZOnly'was the roﬁtino life
of college oyerridden'with religious exercises which often
causedléisputes and ill-feeling, but at graduation the
students had to subscribe their own name in the University
book "under the Tnree Articles of Religions enjoined, as |
the indispensable test of sound English falth, by the
36th of the Ecclesimstical Canons of 1603-4," >

As the overwhelming interest of the age lay in religion,

1, Loc, cit. ‘ ’
2, John Aubrey, Brief Livea, Vol. I, p. 150.
'3. Ibid. p. 1'75. :
. ¥rs, Hutchinson, Hemolirs of the Life of Colonel
Hutchinaon, p. 40.

5. David Masson, Life of John Milton, Vol, I, p. 183,
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distinct problem; it is dﬁite possible that a solution would
have been fqund; but when religion and;poliﬁipsvbpdame Prace
tically synonymous the pdésipility of a peaceful settlement
was precluded, 'In"fact, what had feally happehed in England
was that a naﬁional church had been hubstitutod for one with
universal aims, and this church was no mor6>prone to surrender
its rights than the Catholic Church on the continent which at
that'very'momant waa»making, 1n‘the Counter-Reformation, a
last attémpt by forece to rogain its lost power.' The;effsctb'
ofbﬁhia conflict ﬁare felt in Engiand, where the fiist two
Stuarts resorted not to arms butto the devious methods of -
d1p1¢macy. This policy of continental élliances’wéa‘difectiy
counter to that supported by the people who wished to render
more ostensible a1d to the Protestant cause; 80 1t was doomed
to failure from tha very beginning. As Groen has sald, since
the war with Spain was a fight against Catholicism, "the
patriotism of the Puritan was at;engthening hia.bigotry.

In domestic politics the tactlessness of the Stuarts
was just as apparent. Whén‘James, flushed with a triumph
over Calvinism and democracylin Scbtiand, ascended the.
English thrdne, he‘immzdiately antagonized Parliament by
his absoluta\iders. They in turn refused to grant the king -

money, - cauaing him to resort to illegal means which drove

_1l. J. R. Oreen, History of England, Vol. III, p. 128.
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of the English service book, and the Catholic Irish arose
against tholr Protestant oppressors. And in 1642 Charles .1
raised his standard at Nottingham,

For greater clarity I have divided this preaént study
into chapters of varyiﬁg length, depending on the suhject,
and attempted at the same time to follow some logical
arrangesent, | |
_ After endeavouring in the Introduction to pfement &‘
general picfure of the religious situation in early 17th
century Englhnd, I have dealt respectivel} with ohurbhés'
and their adminiatration,'clergymen, sermohﬁ,'céngregatiana,
and "the dally round." Since the subject of sermons seemed
to be somewhat irrelevant it has been discussed only briefly,
whila‘cdngregatldna‘and home worship, being more to the
poinﬁ,;hﬁvé beon treated at some length. Thefe has been
no attempt to ﬁeticulously divide and subdivide each topic

presented, |




































ITI
'OF CLERGYNEN

Of the 9,000 odd churches in England only 5,439 were
served by rectors regularly appointed byvpatrons and
enjoying the rights of the bencficea. The remaining 5;845

were elther appropriatéd, il.e. in the posséssion of

Bishops, Cathedrals, or Colleges, or were lmpropriated,
i.e. 1h posséésioh 6f laymﬁn.lA I# the light of these
figures, which of c6urse varied‘sémewhat between 1600 énd
1642, it 1s no wonder the'Puritéhs, to vhom preaching was
so lmportant, were dissatiafied at the.condition of their
churches. Then too there iere politicai reasons which
decreased the number 6f active minisﬁérs, partieularly
‘those with»anti;church tendénciea, such éa-the ahnke-up in
1605 when three hﬁndged Puriﬁih clergy were driven rrbm
thelir livingsz because'they fafﬁsed ﬁo-comply with fhe>
prescribed artiélaa. '

Jacobean Englandvstlil had the patron sfstem, under
which a person,’afbér being licensed to ﬁréach by the

bishop, would be appointed by a patron, who was owner of

1, David Masson, Life of John MKilton, p. 295.
2, J. R, CGreen, HIstory of rngland, Vol. III, p 67.
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bishop 6f Lincoln,‘"was a lover of muaiquo, and was wont
t@ play on his base violl, and also to alng to 1t,"1
Aubrey also mentions the fact that Georga Herbert "told
me that he had a very good hand on the lute, and that he
natt his own lyricks on sacred poemu.“ 2

In the scientific fleld the clergys' interests were
also broad, embracing all except chemiatry, which was too
cloael& connectea'with Sihck nagic. - Both natroiogy and
heraldry were very popular; but Archbishop Laud contented
himselr with gathmring his famcua collection of coina andv
with building up an excellent librarv.‘ und 80 on with a
great nuzber of examplel. | )

Basides sponding mach. time on hia hobbies and atuﬂy
the mﬁnicter had to devote a conaldarable number of hourn
a day to his regular dutiel, which were partly civil as
wull as relibﬁous-'so he was not only a priest and preacher
but to sowe extent an onicer of the govarnment. The
ccuntrv parson particularly was interested in local
affairs since he was associated with the churchunrdena_
and conltdblaa in ﬁhat he signed the cartificate permittinq _
a laborer to leave th@ parish; he was present wheu a rogue

-

was whipped; he licengcdjai¢k_paop16.teicat meat on fish

1. thn Aubrey Brief Lives Vol.- II, p. 212,
2. Ibid., p. oi |



days, for yhichvhs received 4d. as a register's fees 1
he sometimes had to‘work with the ﬁarish officlals in the
ldminiat?atidn of'the.landl and money left for the poor. °
He had still'&nother duty about which George Herbert
cdviaci: | | ' '

, He observes Viuitatiuna, and being there

makes due use of them, as of cleggy councels

for the benefit of the Diocesne,

Sometimes the minister had added duticn: when ror extmplo,
in order to 1ncronco his moagar 1ncom@, he obtainod from
the biahop a licenae to teach the village achoal. or, as
in the case of the country paraon, he usuully became the
tutor of hia patron s children,

Of course Sunday, then as now, was the busy day for>
the preachsr. The pulpit had rﬁully bocome the press of
the day; conseaquently, during the week the parson would
gather all the latest news from the visitors at the
squire's house and then incérporntalit inbhisvsﬁnéayAsqru
mon. Uut George Herbegt, in his.admonitibﬁs to pﬁfgbha,

has perhaps best deacribad the average minister's Suhdayz

T FIeanor;TrotLer, I7Eh Century Lite In the Country Parish,
p. 42,

20 I.bid.’ Pe 68. L e N '
B Ezorge Herbert, rks Vol. I, p. 260,
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Then having read divine service twice fullv,
and preached in the morning and eatechized in

the afternoone, he thinks he hath in some measure

" esedischarged the publick duties of the Congrega-
tion., The rest of the day he spents either in
reconciling neighbours that are at variance, or

in visiting the sick, or in exhortations to some

of his flock by thamselvea, vhom sermons cannot

or doe not reach.

Although Herbert stresses the Sunday afterncon catechizing
and advises the use of the Socratic method, with such
questions as: "How came this world to be as 1t 18? Vas
i1t made, or came 1t by chance? Then are there some
things to be beleeved that are not seen? Is this the
o _ .

nature of beliefe?" =~ etc., the parsons did not alweys do
thiss and'when they did, certainly oft-times

The English Priests would do that in

-English, which the Romlsh do in Latin, keep-

the people in Ignorance; but some of the people

-outdo them at their own gawe.

Herbert goes om to describe the clergy's house and
personal duties, He believod it bottar not to be marriad,
but if a divine had a wife let her be religious and train
her children and maids in the fear of God "with prayers

‘and catechizing, and all religious dutles;” % ana let

1. George Herbart Jlorks, Vol. I., p. 229.
2. Ibid. p. 266. )

Torm Selden, Table-Talk P. 124,
4 Herbert op. cIt.; p. 236



the ﬁarspn ocbserve fast days and be careful to avold
luxury, especially drinkings let Fridays be lean in diet,

i and let his'dlotﬁing be plain

company'énd.recreation;
but'ciéan, "without spots, or dust, or smell; the purity
of his mind breaking out and dilating itselfe etanto his
_ body, cloaths, and habitation."® Above all the parson
is to keep up with the Lord and Lady of the house, ever
4 mindful to reprove them discreetly when occasion calls
for 1t. |

Regretfully 1t must be said that this is an idealised
plcture of the clergy. There was anothgr side which was
far more unpleasant and disagreeablo; and without a doubt

more common, Burton in The Anatomy of Melancholy, in

excusing himsell for dealing so much with the physicianss
work, says that he knei many men who entered the ministry,
or took orders, in the hope of a benefice, and therefore
"Tis a common transition, ﬁnd_why not a melancholy divine,

that can get nothing but by Simony, profess physick?" ;
Or agains

Many poor country-vicars, for want of other
means, are driven to their shifts; to turn
mountebanks, quacksalvers, empiricks, and if

our greedy patrons hold us to such hard conditis ons,

1. George Herbort Works, Vol. I, Pe 259‘
2. Ibid., 2140 ’

3. Robert Burton, Anatomv of Melancholy, Vol. I, p. 35,







Iv
- OF SERNONS

.In the 17thvcentury sermons were preached; they were
written; they were read§ and thay'wﬁro_anjoybd.llBut these
sermons weore not always,on religious subjecti; they could
be atudies:in‘econémics,vin qbciqlogy, or in philoesophy,
depending on the proache:’a special 1nterost,\and on
the occasion, Among Ehévvaridus aoéts,4howuver,‘the
matter of subjeqti‘ﬁaa'idry important. “Po ﬁhelcaiv;hists
"4t was," as ﬁasééuvﬁo aptly puts it, "a mntger of con=
science to propound at full length, and without any abate-
ment, the doctrines of election, predostination, Justi
flcation by falth and not by works.” 1 Selden, on the
other hand, says that prodostination 1s;a}point inscceas-
ible, out of our reach;twq can make no notlion of it,

'tis so full of intricacy, so full of contradiction® 2 °
that ministers should not preach of 1t because they
usually end by not convineing the people but by saying
thay must believe and by calling them names., The same

author also points out the duty of the preacher: "not

1, David kasson, Life of John Milton, Pe 31.
Se John Selden, TableaTalk, ‘Pe 130,
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Church at Oxford with, "But now I see it is time for me .
to shutt up my booke, for I sec the doctor's men come in
wiping of their beardes from tha ale-house,"* And agala,

gossipy Aubrey relates a story about a confirmation

service of Richard Cbrbnt, H.shop of Oxford:

Another time being to lay his hands on
the head of a man very bald,he turns to his-
chaepleine (Luahington and sayd, "Some dust,
bushington, (to keepe his hand from slipping).
There was a man with a great venerable beaEd
sayd the bishop, "You, behind the.beard,"

Selden's Table-Talk abounds with too many priceless

glvés at preaching to be dismlssed without a few more

examples, He sarcastically comuents that

Preaching by the Spirit (as they call it)
18 nost esteemed by the Common-pveople, because
they cannot abide Art or Learning, which they .
have not been dvred up in,

And again:

In preaching they do by men as Yiriters of
‘Romances do by their chief Knights, bring them
into many Dangers, but atill fetch them off: so
they put-men in gear of Hell, but at last bring
them to Heaven,. '

One result of theiemphasis placed on sermon delivery

1. John Aubrey Brief Lives, Vol. II, Pe 19.
2. Ibid., Vol. I, p. 186,

3, John Solden, Table-Talk, p. 125.

4, Ibido, P. 127,
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was preacher worship. 'I'hui! the minister who catered to
the public ﬁhims becane quite popular znd had no trouble
in £illing his church. His sermon would be played up
and praised by someone until finally other people do the
same; so "preaching for the most part 1is the glory of the

Preacher, to show himself a fine man,"” 1

1, John Selden, Table-Talk, p. 128,
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Besides the games many charming little customs
remained. Although space prohibitsyanykdevelqpﬁént of
this subjecﬁ, it is 1qteresting’to note a ﬁradition‘of
Palm Sunday‘describea by Aubrey:

Antiquity-~-The fashion hereabouts was

before the warres that on Palme Sunday the -

young men and maydes received the commmion, .

and in the aftornoon walkt together under the

hedges about the cornefields, which was held to

be lucky. 1 f

Perhaps the farmer welcomed Sunda? more &s a day of
play than of worship. George Herbert, probably recognizing
the situation, adviﬁed his country parson to visit his
flock on week-days when they are "wallowing in the midst
of their affairs,” because "on Sundays it is easie for
thém to compose themselves to order, which they put on as
their holy-day cloathes, and come to church in frame, but
commonly the next day put off both," 2

But let us look ot these people in their churches,

Perhaps the most distinguishing féature of 2 17th
century congregation vias their dress. "There surely never
was,” says Elizabeth Godfrey, "a time when dress was
80 beautiful and so expressive of a dignified mode

oy

as during the reigns of the first Jamecs end Charles," °

1. John Aubrey, Brief Lives, Vol, II, p, 325,

2., George Horberts, :orks, Vol. I, p. 249, ,

3. Elizabeth Codfrey, Home Life under the Stuarts, p. 250.
Most of the following material on dress has been
condensed from this author,
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The clothes prove that this stataﬁont is not exaggerated:
the black and rich velvet doublet, the short cloak, and
the suall close ruff of King James's reign; or the deep
lace collar and cuffs; the high;crowned hat with a gold
or diamond hat-band,.or the broad-brimmed beaver haf with
drooping feather; the long silk stoékings.hald in place
by garters with roses or,knotgdaf“ribbén; and the buckled
shoes of King“Chaffes's,reign.- , ,

The. children, as pictured byAVandyék, are also
formal and dignified: the 1ittle girls in petticoats down
to their toas, stiff stomnchers, and. formal 1ittle lace
caps and mittens; and the boys in satin doublet and broeches,
silk stocking and buckled shoea with roses, and wide lace
- collars and plumed hats.

Tha common country neople can be doscribed'briefly,
since their dress was aimple and changel 1ittle. One old"
book'of styiés picturés a countrywoman who has "a coif
with a kerchief over her bosom, end wears Qlcglb"»l -The
use of rouge,. frowned upon by tho gentry, was quitu fash-
ionable among the 1owar orders.

A word must also be said about men's'hairQb Siﬁce peri-

wigs were not yet common their hair was cut in divers

1, Elizabeth CGodfrey, Home Life under the Stuarts, p. 259,
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service with his hands coupled bemng him, and
‘censures the dancing of his parish
In his A Pretender to ing and in A Prophan &an
we sec¢c not only two of the worat and most annoying mgmberl
of a congregation, buﬁ also a few of the common habits of
people in church. The formerts
pocket 1s seldome without a Creek Testa-

ment, or Hebrew Bible, which hee opens only

in Chugch and that when some stander by lookes
over,

on the other hand, A Prophane Man is one who

" never sees the church but of purpose to
sleepe in it: or wvhen some silly man preaches
with whom he means to make sport, and is most
jocund in the Church, One that nick—namzs
Clergymen with all the termes of reproach
Rat, Black-coate, and the 1ike which he will be
sure to keepe up, and never calls them by
other, That sings Psalms when he is drunke,
and Zryeg God wercy in mockeries for hee must
doe it, .

John Aubrey, in his Brief Lives, tells a humorous story

of an alderman at Cambridge:

There was then at Cambridge a good fatt
‘alderman that was wont to sleep at Church,
~ which the alderman endeavoured to prevent but
could not. Welll This was preachad against

T, John Eafi"' Microcosmography, p.~Z§
2, Ibld.; P« 55. : '

3. Ibld., p. 98,
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as a aigne,of reprobation....

The poor alderman, continually seeking a romody for this

embarrassing condition, finally found ones so he

came to 3t. Marie's, uhore the preacher was
prepared with a sermon to damme all who salept

at a sermon, a certalne signe of rcgrobation.
The good alderman having taken his nap

before, lookes on the preicher all sermon time,
and spoylod the designo. ' ‘

Ffom{thesé ézahploa above 1t can be concluded that the
17th century congregation closely resembled one of our own
day; and if the modern minister were to be as concerned
with the conduct of his floek as George Herbert was, he
would probably give them the same advice. The parson
~was to go on

by no means énduring either talking, or

sleeping, or gezing, or leaning, or halfe- .

kneeling, or any undutifull behaviour in them,

but causing them when they sit, or atand, or - -

¥neel, to do all In a stralt and ateadyposture,

as attending to what is done in the church,

and everyone, man and child, anawering aloud

both Amen and all other answers which are on

the Clerk's and people's part to answer. 2

All -1mi1ar1ty to a modern congregatlion disappears in
the seating arrangement in a IVth‘centufy church, sex

1, John Aubrey, Brief Lives, Vol, II, p. 30. -
2. Ggorge.HerbéfE,'WorEa,‘Vol. I, p.'221. )
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state, and the regulation pbre@pnigs;thomsalvas were not
observed by even the Anglicens, There were constant come

plaints: men eat meat on Fridays,

they lean or sit or kneel at prayers, every
‘man in a several posture as he pleasea: at the
name of Jesus, few will bow, and when the creed

is repeated, meany of th? boys, by men's directions,
turn to the west door, ‘

and the clergy indulged in lmpromptu prayers, Seldan"

strongly expressed his opinion on this custom:

*Tis hoped we may be cured of our extemporary
Prayers, the sams way the Grocerts Boy 1s cured

of his eating £1uma, when we have had our Belly
full of them, “ | o : o

¥rs. Hutchinson even found csuse to -complain of the

services in the schools:y

After five years' study there, untainted
with those principles or practices, though not .. .
yet enlightened to discern the spring of them

in the rites and usagea of the bngliah church
(JOhn 16ft) °

For the ideal Anglican aervicojwe can turn to Nicholas

Ferrar's second Sunday-morning meeting at Little Gidding:

1. Lucia A, Mead, Filton'a gland p. 66,
2, Johm & elden, TaBIe-ﬂaIE, P .

3. Mrs, Hutchinson, Memoirs of the Life of Colonel
Hutchinson, p.

-
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to pshlm-singing‘at‘Oxford:
411 dﬁford was.surred5eﬁéé we saﬁé tﬁe

‘reading psalms on Sundayes, holy-dayes, and

holy-day eves; and one of the scholars of the -

house sang the ghospell for" tEe day in the hall,

at the latter end of dinner. }

Although many of the prescribad usages of the Angliean
Chnrch had fallen into disuse during the reign of Jamea,
‘the fanatical‘state-churchman Laud restqred them. He
sought to purify the church by restoring the supposed
"relics of popery:' thezsurplice,'the'sign of ﬁhe eréss in
baptism, and kneeling for communion, were rasterad, while
“the GenQVa Bible and leetursra, both doar to the hoarts of
the Puritans, were suppreaaed.- Theae deerees, enrorcad by
the notorious Star Chamber, were doatined ‘to only a short .
existence before the Puritan dictatorship purgad the church
of 1ts last vestiges of poperye.

It -might be well, befors concluding this chapter, to
say a word about the sacraments, In the two most important,
baptism and cbmmnn;oﬁ, most of the éggts fungamentally |
agreed, so that the ideal set up by the devout minister of
Bemerton waa.perhaps aecéptéble to all. His parson was
to celebrate communion, 1f not once a month, at least five

or 8ix times a yéar, thus granting the people, who were

1, John Aubrey, Brief Lines, Vol, II, p. 24.
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required to partake of it not leaa'thaﬁ‘three‘times.a year,
ample oppdrtunity to attend, It YnsvalsoAhiavdutyvto see
that the churchwardens furnished not 1ll-tasting and unwhole-
some but‘fhe best ﬁossible elsmonts for the aervico.:1

As for baptism, his om words adequately desoribe it:

At Baptinm, being ‘himself in ibite he
requires the presence of all, and Baptixath
not willingly but on Sundayes or great dayes, 2

One last word concerning fasting, about which Robvert
Burton has sald all that is necessary:

Hot that fasting is a thing of itself to be
discommended, for it is an excellent means to
keep the body in subjection, a preparative to
devotion, the physick to the soul, by which
chaste thoughts are engendered, true zeal, a
divine spirit, whence wholsome counsels do Pro=
ceed, concupiscence is restrained, vicious and
predominate lusts and humours are expslled, 3

T Teorge Harbert, uorks, Vol. I, . 270,
2. Loe, cit, '

3, Robert Burton, Anatomy of lMelanchcly, Vol. III, p. 393,









wherever she happened to Ye, shq,cduid-have"a chapter of -
the Bible and morning prayers read to her. 1 Not onlyfdid
she have her own chaplains, but on each of her estates was
a pfivateAchgpel,'thua_qnabling ner to hive”thd following

qiiet szervice:

The next day she sent for the chaplain, ¥r,
Rand and told him that she did not feel herself
'fit to receive Communion,!' and as soon as Lord-
Dorset (her husband) heard what she had decided,
he said that Communion was to ve put off for the
whole household at Enole, excepting any of them
that 1liked to go to church., In consequence, Mr,
Rand preached in the private chapel, but there
was no commnnicg ,that Easter in the house, only

'at the Church,.:

or all the forms of private worship prayer was natur-
ally the most convenient and comu. In what was not the
ordlnary eihortation of a ninistor, but the statement of
an everyday occurrence, George Horbert says that -all
Chriatiana pray twice a day, and four times on Sunday,
while the Godly have othar hours of additionary prayerl;
as at nine, or three, or midnight.av At Littlo Giﬁding tho
nelghbors of Herbert, Nicholas Ferrar and his little group,
led an almost monastlc life, going even beyond their

- friendts advice concerning prayer; they‘prayéd six times

1. G, C, ailliamson, Lady Anne Clirfard, p. 05.
2, Ibld., p. 133." ;

5. UJsorge Herbert, . érka, Vol I, P. £ 297,
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a day, twice publicly in the chapel from the Book of Common-

Prayer, and four times privatély'at home fof the benefit

of the family. 1 This 15 perhapa an exaggcrated example,

but in A Fora for.z_ Government of ye Earl of COrk’ Fa amily
at StaIbridge the Earl notea that -

1. Firste all ye serVants excepte such as are

officers, or are otherwise employed, shall meete

~every morning beforg dinner and every night after

supper at Prayers.
At these‘gathéringa'of'the family and sopvaﬁts for prayer
the chaplain‘usuglxy led the devotions. Anne Nurray (later
Lady Hélkett), in thé description of her visit to Naworth |
Castle, Sir Charles Howard's ostate; refers to "an excellent
preacher for there chaplaine, ﬁho preached twice every
Sundav in‘yﬁ'chapgll gnd dayiy prayers'ﬁvery ﬁnrning_and
evening.” S f | | ' | | '

Besides, or »ometime@ 1nstead ef, the ragular gather-.
ings iIn the house for ‘prayers, there was a morning servieo
in the chapel meeting any time from five to eleven. Clar-
endon says that when he lived in Jersey he went to church -
4

every morning at 11 o'elock; ~ but Lady Halkett led a diff-

erent 1life,

T. Cited from a letter of %d, Lenton in J. =, B, rayor's
' Introduction to Hicholas Ferrar, p. xxvili, :
2, Cited from }ary Rich, Countess of warwick, in Codfrev'
Home Life under Lho Stuarts, De

e Cited2g§omehe Latters of Ir. Endymian Porter, Ibid.,
Pe "

4, Ibid., p. 234.
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after which there was another service,

Hee called them again to the like service,
and sacrifice in the evening, which hee very
‘religiously and constantly performed, much after
the same manner, saving that then he tooke some
more paines with them, having more liberty, and
better opportunity so to dos: for then he ord-
Inarily instructed and taught his family, out of
that portion which he tooke in the chapter, read
at that time unto them, piopounding and applying

some wholesome doctrine,

The particular community of Little Gidding, although
sernaps not quite typical; 11lustrates however so ciearly‘
the oxtreme and mystical side of the fnglicans that it
cannot be ignored in any discussion of the daily religious
1ife of the 17th century. Already reference has been made
to 1t, but so remarkable an organization justifies a
dstailed description,

The oldest member of the group was the founder's

mother, Mrs, Ferrar, of whom we have no better appraisal

than Bishop Linsell's:

And for her devotion towards God, her plety,
her charity, her love to God's word, her constant
daily reading scripture, her singing psalms,
vhen she sat at work with her children and malds -
about her, and hearing *~em read chapters, and
her often reading in the Book of Kartyrs, her g
going to the church-prayers ‘iednesdays and ridsvs,

1. William Hinde, A Faithful Remonstrance, p. 74.
















of the forenoon sermon, and to give account

thereof to the schoolmaster in writing.

Besides they learn every Saturday some part

of Novell's Catechism in the school, They

have praiers every morning before thevy go to

school performed in the chapell by one of

the Fellows or Chaplains, and so likewlse at

night before they go to bed, And after they

are in bed a chapter of the Bible read by the

Prepositor in every chamber, 1

The life at Cambridge was more similar to that of the
average citizen: at five o'clock the ringing of the bell
called the students together in the college chapel to hear
the morning service, followed sometimes by short homilies
by the fellows, but lasting altogether about an hour,
After the regular evening chapel services, groups for the
expression and clarification of student's doubts were
sometimes formed by one of the teachers, meetings which
were also closed by joint prayer,

These many private and seml-private devotions did
not, however, adversely affeet public services; rether, they
acted as an lmpetus to attendance, 3ince, for all seets,
the Bible, as the principal authority for all actions,
needed interpretation, the public service, containing a

sermon, acted as a source for more inspired and devout

private worship.

1. Cited in Godfrey, Home Life Under the Stuarts, p. 56.




VI
CONCLUSION

We have seen that religion was extremely important te
the people of the 17th eentury; that the various sects made
form and ritual a matter of conscience; and that religion
was inseparably related to polities, But we have been more
concerned with the religious observances in the daily life,
It might be well to summarize the main points of our
discussion,

(1) The churches of 17th century England, dating
from the period of Catholic domination, were Gothic, with
bell-towers and glazad windows, Burial within the church,
as well as in the adjacent graveyard, was common, the graves
usually being placed under the carved oak pews, The care of
these Angliecan churches was in the hands of the churchwardens,
who, with their superiom the king, the archbishops, and
the bishops, constituted the hierarchial government, All
these officers were to a great extent also civil officials,
enforcing thelr authority through the ecclesiastieal courts,

- {2) The clergymen, towards whom there was an hostlle
feeling, were appointed, after they had obtained their
preaching licenses, by patrons to a living. The mass of the
clergy was probably of low caliber, although many of the

greatest scholars of the century in mathemstics, philolegy,
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poetry; music, and in other fields were drawn from their
ranks. The ministers had of course thp1r regu1gr'dut1e§;of
sfficlating at public services, besides often being teachers
in the village schools and tutors to their patron?s children.
Awong all the divines the private chaﬁlain occupiéd the most
despised position,.
(3) In the sermons the medieval and mystical strain

of their religion is most apparent, folloving in both
subject and method of construction medieval conceptions,
Sermons- were, ﬁévortheless, very popular, no event being too
iusignifiqant to wa?rant one, The pecple liked their sermons
delivered, not read, so that many were undoubtedly displays
of oratorical and histrionic ability. |

| (4) ?he congregations, in their elaborate but digni-
fied‘dfoss, were separated by sex and réﬁk in the seating
arrangement. Although there iere many complalints against
the church service, especinlly during the dictatorship of
Archbishop Laud, church-going on the whole was a rather
pleasant and automatic performance. The music for the ser-.
vice was usually furnished by organs, viols, and bands of
singing-men, but as hyms had not yet become a natural form
of worship, the psople were content with the singing of
psalus, '

(5) The'rcligious observances in the home formed &
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very large part of the people's worship, There were private
prayers at least twice a day, private chapel services, and
services in the home for the family and the servants. There
was no lack of_theologlcal interest either in the court or

in the schoolsa,
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