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a great abundance of theologians in England, all point 
their studies In that direction•n ^ And likewise, Aubrey 
sums up the situation: "The studies in fashion in those
days (in England) were poetry, and controversie with the

aChurch of Rome." Later he gives his own opinion of this 
habit: "l thinks it was an epidemiok evill of that time,
which I thinks now is growne out of fashion, as unmannerly 
and boyish," 5 „

This tendency was developed in the schools and colleges, 
where, Mrs. Hutchinson says, John, when he attended chapel, 
"began to take notice of their stretching superstition to 
idolatry; . . .  though as yet he considered not the empti­
ness and carnality, to say no more, of that public worship 
which was then in use."1 2 * 4 5 Hot only was the routine life 
of college overridden with religious exercises which often 
caused disputes and ill-feeling, but at graduation the 
students had to subscribe their own name in the University 
book "under the Three Articles of Religions enjoined, as
the indispensable test of sound English faith, by the

536th of the Ecclesiastical Canons of 1605-4."
As the overwhelming interest of the age lay in religion.

1. Loc. cit. '
2. John'Aubrey, Brief Lives. Yol. I, p. 150.
5. Ibid., p. 173.
4. W S T  Hutchinson, Memoirs of the Life of Colonel

Hutchinson, p . 40.
5. David Masson', Life of John Milton. Vol. I, p. 183.
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distinct problem, it is quite possible that a solution would 
have been found; but when religion and politics became prac­
tically synonymous the possibility of a peaceful settlement 
was precluded. In fact, what had really happened in England 
was that a national church had been substituted for one with 
universal aims, and this church was no more prone to surrender 
its rights than the Catholic Church on the continent which at 
that very moment was making, in the Counter-Reformation, a 
last attempt by force to regain its lost power. The effects 
of this conflict were felt in England, where the first two 
Stuarts resorted not to arms but to the devious methods of • 
diplomacy. This policy of continental alliances was directly 
counter to that supported by the people who wished to render 
more ostensible aid to the Protestant cause, so it was doomed 
to failure from the very beginning. As Green has said, since 
the war with Spain was a fight against Catholicism, "the 
patriotism of the Puritan was strengthening his bigotry."

In domestic politics the tactlessness of the Stuarts 
was just as apparent. When James, flushed with a triumph 
over Calvinism and democracy in Scotland, ascended the 
English throne, he immediately antagonized Parliament by 
his absolute ideas. They In turn refused to grant the king 
money, - causing him to resort to Illegal means which drove 1

1, J. R. Green, History of England. Vol. Ill, p. 128,
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of the English service hook, and the Catholic Irish arose 
against their Protestant oppressors* And In 1642 Charles I 
raised his standard at Nottingham*

For greater clarity I have divided this present study 
Into chapters of varying length, depending on the subject, 
and attempted at the same time to follow some logical 
arrangement.

After endeavouring In the Introduction to present a 
general picture of the religious situation in oarly 17th 
century England, I have dealt respectively with churches 
and their administration, clergymen, sermons, congregations, 
and "the dally round," Since the subject of sermons seemed 
to be somewhat irrelevant it has been discussed only briefly, 
while congregations and home worship, being more to the 
point, have been treated at some length. There has been 
no attempt to meticulously divide and subdivide oach topic 
presented.

























Ill
OF CIEMBES

Of the 9,000 odd churches in England only 5,459 were 
served by rectors regularly appointed by patrons and 
enjoying the rights of the benefices. The remaining 5,845 
were either appropriated. i.e. In the possession of 
Bishops, Cathedrals, or Colleges, or were impropriated,
l.e. in possession of l a y m e n I n  tho light of these 
figures, 1*1 ich of course varied somewhat between 1600 and 
1642, it is no wonder the Puritans, to whom preaching was 
so important, were dissatisfied at the condition of their 
churches. Then too there were political reasons which 
decreased the number of active ministers, particularly 
those with anti-church tendencies, such as the shako-up in 
1605 when three hundred Puritan clergy were driven from 
their livings1 2 because they refused to comply with the 
prescribed articles.

Jacobean England still had the patron system, under 
which a person, after being licensed to preach by the 
bishop, would be appointed by a patron, who was owner of

1. David Masson. Life of John Milton, p. 295.
2. J. R. Green. history of IfogTand. Vol. Ill, p 67.
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Mehop of Lincoln, "was a lover of melquo, and was wont 
to play cm his base violl, and also to sing to lt."l 
Mbrey also mentions the fact that George Herbert "told 
me that he had a very good hand on the lute, and that he 
sett his own lyricks on sacred poems." ^

In the scientific field the clergys* Interests were 
also broad, embracing all except chemistry, which was too 
closely connected with black magic. Both astrology and 
heraldry were very popular$ but Archbishop Laud contented 
himself with gathering his famous collection of coins and 
with building up an excellent library, And so on with a 
great number of examples. '

Besides spending much time on his hobbies and study 
the minister had to devoto a considerable number of hours 
a day to his regular duties, which were partly civil as 
well as religious; so he was not only a priest and preacher 
but to some extent an officer of the government. The 
country parson particularly was interested in local 
affairs since he was associated with the churchwardens 
and constables in that he signed the certificate permitting 
a laborer to leave the parish; ho was present when a rogue 
was whipped; he licensed sick people to eat meat on fish 1

1. John Aubrey, Brief Lives, Vol. II. o. 212. 
g. Ibid., p. 3107
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days, for which he received 4&* as a register^ fee; ^ 
he sometimes had to work with the parish officials In the 
administration of the lands and money left for the poor* ® 
He had still another duty about which George Herbert 
advises:

He observes Visitation*, and being there 
makes due use of them, as of clergy councels 
for the benefit of the Diocese * 3

Sometimes the minister had added duties; when for example,
in order to increase his meager income, he obtained from

' _ - ' - * • 'the bishop a license to teach the village school, or, as
in the case of the country parson, he usually became the 
tutor of his patron*s children*

Of course Sunday, then as now, was the busy day for 
the preacher» The pulpit had really become the press of 
the day; consequently, during the week the parson would 
gather all the latest news from the visitors at the 
squire’s house and then Incorporate it in his Sunday ser­
mon . But George Herbert, in his admonitions to parsons, 
has perhaps best described tho average minister*a Sundays 1

1 ,  k le a n o r  f r o t t e r , '  iV th  C entury Life i n  t h e  C ountry P a r is h .
p . 42. ■ --------------- :— '------- *

2• Ibid*, p* 68*
3* George Herbert, Works* Vol* I, p. 260.

t
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Then having read divine service twice fully, 
and preached in the morning and catechized in 
the afternoon®, he thinks he hath in some measure 
...discharged the publlck duties of the Congrega­
tion. The rest of the day he spents either in 
reconciling neighbours that are at variance, or 
in visiting the sick, or in exhortations to some 
of hie flock by themselves, whom sermon* cannot 
or doe not reach. 1

Although Herbert stresses the Sunday afternoon catechizing
and advises the use of the Soeratic method, with such
questions as: "How came this world to be as It is? Was
it made, or came it by chance? Then are there some
things to be beleeved that are not seen? la this the

* 2nature of belief©? etc., the parsons did not always do 
this; and when they did, certainly oft-times

The English Priests would do that in 
English, which the Romish do in Latin, keep 
the people in Ignorance; ‘but some of the people 
outdo them at their own game. 5

Herbert goes on to describe the clergy*s House and 
personal duties. He believed it better not to be married, 
but if a divine had a wife let her be religious and train 
her children and maids in the fear of God "with prayers 
and catechizing, and all religious duties;" ^ and let 1

1. George Herbert, Works. Vol. I., p. 229.2. Ibid., p. 266.
3. ToKn Selden. Table-Talk, p. 124.
4. Herbert, op. cit.,' p. .
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the parson observe fast days and be bareful to avoid 
luxury, especially drinking! let Fridays be lean In diet, 
company and recreation; 1 and let his clothing he plain 
hut clean, "without spots, or duet, or smell; the purity 
of his mind breaking out and dilating itoelfe oven to hi# 
body, deaths, and habitation."^ Above all the parson 
la to keep up with the Lord and Lady of the house, ever 
mindful to reprove them discreetly when occasion calls 
for it.

Regretfully it must be said that this is an idealised 
picture of the clergy. There was another side which wae 
far more unpleasant and disagreeable, end without a doubt 
more common. Burton in The Anatomy of Melancholy, in 
excusing himself for dealing so .such with the phyeiciarik 
work, says that he knew many men who entered the ministry, 
or took orders, in the hope of a benefice, and therefore 
"Tim a common transition, and why not a melancholy divine, 
that can get nothing hut by Simony, profess physick?” ^
Or again:

Many poor country-vicars, for want of other 
means, are driven to their shifts; to turn 
mountebanks, quacksalvers, empiricks, and if 
our greedy patrons hold us to such hard conditions. 1 2

1. George Herbert, Works, Vol. I-. pw 239;2. pid.. p. 214. —
3# Robert Burton, Anatomy of Melancholy. Vol, I, p. 35,





IV

OF SERIOUS

In the 17th century sermons were preached; they wore 
written; they were read; and they wore enjoyed# But these 
sermons were not always on religious subjects; they could 
be studies in economics. In sociology, or In philosophy, 
depending on the preacher*s special Interest, and on 
the occasion. Among the various sects, however, the 
matter of subjects was very important. To the Calvinists 
"it was," as Masson so aptly puts it, “a matter of con­
science to propound at full length, and without any abate­
ment, the doctrines of election, predestination, justi­
fication by faith and not by works." ^ Selden, on the 
other hand, says that "predestination is a point inaccess­
ible , out of our reach; wo can make no notion of It,
•fcis so full of Intricacy, so full of contradiction" ^ 
that ministers should not preach of it because they 
usually end by not convincing the people but by saying 
they must believe and by calling them names. The same 
author also points out the duty of the preacher: "not 1

1. David Masson, Life of John Milton, p. 31. 
g. John Belden^ Table-Talk, n. 130.
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Church at Oxford, with, nBut now I see It is time for rm 
to shutt up ray booke, for 1 see the doctor* a men come In 
wiping of their beardes from the a l e - h o u s e , & i d  again, 
gossipy Aubrey relates a story about a confirmation 
service of Richard Corbet, bishop of Oxford;

Another time being to lay his hands on 
the head of a man verv bald,he turns to his 
chaplaine (Lushington) and sayd, 11 Some dust, 
Lushington,n (to keep© his hand front slipping) , 
‘ttiere was a man with a great venerable beard; 
sayd the bishop, "You, behind the beard." *

Selden* s Table-Talk abounds with too many priceless 
gibes at preaching to be dismissed without u few more 
examples. He sarcastically comments that

Preaching by the Spirit (as they call It) 
is most esteemed by the Common-people, because 
they cannot abide Art or Learning, which they 
have not been bred up in. 3

And again;

In preaching they do by men as Writers of 
Romances do by their chief Knights, bring them 
into many Dangers, but still fetch them off: so
they put men in fear of Hell, but at last bring 
them to Hea?on. *

One result of the emphasis placed on sermon delivery

1. John Aubrey, Brief Lives, Vol. II. p. 19,
2. ibid., voi. i7Tr*iM7~
3. %T5En Solden, Table-Talk, p. 125.
4. Ibid., p. 127VT
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was preacher worship. Thus the minister who catered to 
the public whims became quite popular and had no trouble 
in filling his church# His sermon would be played up 
and praised by someone until finally other people do the 
same; so "preaching for the most part Is the glory of the 
Preacher, to show himself a fine man." ^ 1

1. John Selden, Table-Talk, p. 128.
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Besides the games many charming little customs 
remained. Although space prohibits any development of 
this subject, it is interesting to note a tradition of 
Palm Sunday described by Aubrey:

Antiquity— The fashion hereabouts was 
before the warres that on Palme Sunday the 
young men and maydes received the communion, 
and in the afternoon walkt together under the 
hedges about the cornefields, which was held to 
be lucky. 1

Perhaps the farmer welcomed Sunday more as a day of 
play than of worship. George Herbert, probably recognizing 
the situation, advised his country parson to visit his 
flock on week-days when they are "wallowing in the midst 
of their affairs," because "on Sundays it is easie for 
them to compose themselves to order, which they put on as 
their holy-day cloathes, and come to church in frame, but 
commonly the next day put off both." 1 2 3

But let us look at these people in their churches. 
Perhaps the most distinguishing feature of a 17th 

century congregation was their dress. "There surely never 
was," says Elisabeth Godfrey, na time when dress was 
so beautiful and so expressive of a dignified mode 
as during the reigns of the first James and Charles." ^

1. John Aubrey. Brief Lives. Vol. II, p. 325.
2. George Herbert; . works, Vol. I, p. 249.
3. Elizabeth Godfrey, Home bjfe under the Stuarts, p. 25©,

Most of the foll'bwing material on dress has been 
condensed from this author.
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The elotheo prove that this statement is not exaggerated* 
the black and rich velvet doublet, the short cloak, and 
the small close ruff of King James*s reign; or the deep 
lace collar and cuffs; the hi^-crowned hat with a gold 
or diamond hat-band, or the broad-brimmed beaver hat with 
drooping feather; the long silk stockings held in place 
by garters with roses or knots cf ribbon; and the buckled 
shoes of King Charles*s reign.

The children, as pictured by Vandyck, are also 
formal and dignified: the little girls in petticoats down
to their toes, stiff stomachers, and formal little lace 
caps and mittens; and the boys in satin doublet and breeches, 
silk stocking and buckled shoes with rosea, and wide lace 
collars and plumed hats.

The common country, people can be described briefly, 
since their dress was simple and changed little. One old 
book of styles pictures a countrywoman who has na coif 
with a kerchief over her bosom, and wears clogs." ^ The 
use of rouge, frowned upon by tho gentry, was quite fash­
ionable among the lower orders.

A word must also be said about men’s hair. Since peri­
wigs were not yet common their hair was cut in divers

--------- r — ;         -   -     ............. ..... ......... : - -   —  -  --------------------- --   -   .............. .

1. Elizabeth Godfrey, Home Life under the Stuarts« p. 259.







51

service with his hands coupled behind him, and 
censures the dancing of his parish, ^

In his A Pretender to Learning and In A Prophane Kan 
we see not only two of the worst and most annoying members 
of a congregation, hut also a few of the common habits of 
people In church. The former’s

pocket Is aeldome without a Greek Testa­
ment, or Hebrew Bible, which hee opens only 
in Church, and that when some stander by looks# over, 2

On the other hand, Prophane Kan is one who

never sees the church but of purpose to 
sleeps In it: or when some silly man preaches
with whom he means to make sport, and Is most 
jocund in the Church, One that nick-names 
Clergymen with all the tenses of reproach, as 
Rat, Black-eoate, and the like which he will be 
sure to keep® up, and never calls them by 
other. That sings Psalms when he is drunk®, 
and cryes God mercy in mockerio; for hee must 
doe It. 3

John Aubrey, in his Brief Lives, tells a humorous story 
of an alderman at Cambridge:

There was then at Cambridge a good fatt 
alderman that was wont to sleep at Church, 
which the alderman endeavoured to prevent but 
could not. Wellt This was preached against 1 2 3

1. John l̂ arle * Elcrocosmbgrapby. p,
2. Ibid.-, p. 5$l3. Tbld.. p. 98,

49.
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as a sign© of reprobation,•.,

Tho poor alderman, continually seeking a remedy for this 
embarrassing condition, finally found one; so he

came to St* Marie’s, there the preacher was 
prepared with a sermon to damno all who slept 
at a sermon, a certain© signs of reprobation.
The good alderman having taken his full nap 
before, lookes on the preacher all sermon time, 
and spoyled the designs, 1

From these examples above it can be concluded that the 
17th century congregation closely resembled one of bur own 
day; and if the modern minister were to bo as concerned 
with the conduct of his flock as George Herbert was, he 
would probably give them the same advice. The parson 
was to go on

by no means enduring either talking, or 
sleepingj or gassing, or leaning, or halfe- 
kneeling, or any undutifull behaviour in them, 
but causing them when they sit, or stand, or 
kneel, to do all in & strait and steadyposture, 
as attending to what is done in the church, 
and everyone, man and child, answering aloud 
both Amen and all other answers which are on 
the Clerk’s and people’s part to answer* 2

All similarity to a modern congregation disappears In 
the seating arrangement in a 17th century church, sex 1 2

1. John Aubrey, Brief Lives, Vol, II, p, 30,
2 , George Herbert, 'W orks, V o l• I, p. 2 2 1 .
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state, and the regulation ceremonies themselves were not 
observed by even the Anglicans, There wore constant com­
plaints: men eat meat on Fridays,

they lean or sit or knool at prayers, every 
man in a several posture as he pleases: at.the
name of Jesus, few will bow, and when the ereed 
is repeated, many of the boys, by men*s directions, 
turn to the west door, •*-

and the clergy indulged in impromptu prayers, Seldom 
strongly expressed his opinion on this custom:

*Tls hoped we may be cured of our extemporary 
Prayers, the same way the Grocer*s Boy is cured 
of his eating Plums, when we have had our Belly 
full of them, 2 . . .

Mrs, Hutchinson even found cause to -complain of the 
services in the schools:

After five years1 study thero, untainted 
with those principles or practices, though not 
yet enlightened to discern tiie spring of them 
in the rites and usages of the English church 
(John left), 3

For the ideal Anglican service we can turn to Nicholas 
Ferrarfs second Sunday-morning meeting at Little Gidding: 1 2

1, Lucia A, Mead, Milton*s England. p, 66,
2, John Selden, Table-i'alk, pT 124,
5, Mrs, Hutchinson, Memoirs of the Life of Colonel 

Hutchinson, p, 4l,
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to psalm-singing at Oxford:

Till Oxford was surrendered xre sang the 
reading psalms on Sundayss, holy-dayee, and 
holy-day eves; and one of the scholars of the 
house sang the ghospell for the day in the hall, 
at the latter end of dinner. 1

Although many of the prescribed usages of the Anglican 
Church had fallen into disuse during the reign of James, 
the fanatical state-churchman Laud restored them. He 
sought to purify the church by restoring the supposed 
relics of popery: the surplice, the sign of the cross in
baptism, and kneeling for communion, were rostered, while 
the Geneva Bible and lecturers, both dear to the hearts of 
the Puritans, were suppressed. - These decrees, enforced by 
the notorious Star Chamber, were destined to only a short . 
existence before the Puritan dictatorship purged the church 
of Its last vestiges of popery.

It - might be well, before concluding this chapter, to 
say a word about the sacraments. In the two most Important, 
baptism and communion, most of the sects fundament*lly 
agreed, so that the ideal set up by the devout minister of 
Bemerton was perhaps acceptable to all. His parson was 
to celebrate communion, if not once a month, at least five 
or six times a year, thus granting the people, who were

1. John Aubrey, Brief Lines. Vol. II, p. 24.
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required to partake of it not less than three times a year,
ample opportunity to attend* It was also his duty to see
that the churchwardens furnished not 111-tasting and unwhole-

1some but the best possible elements for the service*
As for baptism, his own words adequately describe its

At Baptism, being himself in white, he 
requires the presence of all, and Baptiseth _ 
not willingly but on Sundayes or great dayee, "

One last word concerning fasting, about which Robert 
Burton has said all that is necessary:

Hot that fasting is a thing of itself to be 
discommended, for it is an excellent means to 
keep the body in subjection, a preparative to 
devotion, the physick to the soul, by which 
chaste thoughts *ro engendered, true seal, a 
divine spirit, whence wholsoiae counsels de pro­
ceed, concupiscence is restrained, vicious and 
predominate lusts and humours are expelled. 3 1 2 3

1. ueorge Herbert. Works. Vol* I. n. sYo.2. Loc. clt.
3. Robert Burton, Anatomy of Melancholy. Vol* III, p. 395.
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wherever she happened to he, she could have a chapter of 
the Bible and morning prayers read to her. 1 Hot only did 
she have her own chaplains, but on each of her estates warn 
a private chapel, thus enabling her to have the following 
quiet service:

The next day she sent for the ehaplaln, Mr* 
Rand, and told him that she did hot feel herself 
*fit to receive Communion,* and as soon as Lord' 
Dorset (her husband) heard what she had decided, 
he said that Communion was to be put off for the 
whole household at Enole, excepting any of them 
that liked to go to church. In consequence, Mr. 
Rand preached in the private chapel, but there 
was no communion,that Easter in the house, only 
at the Church. 1 2

Of all the forms of private worship prayer was natur-
. . * - '

ally the most convenient and common. In what was not the 
ordinary exhortation of a minister, but the statement of 
an everyday occurrence, George Herbert says that all 
Christians pray twice a day, and four times on Sunday, 
while the Godly have other hours of additionary prayers, 
as at nine, or three, or midnight.3 At Little Glddlng the 
neighbors of Herbert, Nicholas Ferrer and his little group, 
led an almost monastic life, going even beyond their 
friend*s advice concerning prayer; they prayed six times

1. 0* C. Williamson. Lady A m e  Clifford, p. 505.
2. Ibid.̂  p. 155. .- - "
5. George Herbert, Works. Vol. I, p. 29?.
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a day, twice publicly in the chapel from the Book of Common-
Prayer, and four'times privately at home for the benefit
of the family. 1 This is'perhaps an exaggerated example,

' : - ' . . ' . ■■ ' . . . ^

but in A Form for ye Government of ye Earl of CorkT a Family
at Stalbridge the Earl notes that •

1. Firsts all ye servants except© such as are 
officers, or are otherwise employed, shall meet# 
every morning before dinner and every night after 
supper at Prayers. 1 2 3

. - *

At these gatherings of the family and servants for prayer 
the chaplain usually led the devotions. Anne Murray (later 
Lady Halkett), in the description of her visit to Haworth 
Castle, Sir Charles Howard*s estate, refers to "an excellent 
preacher for there chaplain®, #io preached twice every 
Sunday in ye ch spell and dayly prayers every morning and 
evening." 5

Besides, or sometimes instead of, the regular gather* 
ings in the house for prayers, there was a morning service 
in the chapel, meeting any time from five to eleven. Clar­
endon says that when he lived in Jersey he went to church * 
every morning at 11 o’clock; 4 but Lady Halkett led a diff­
erent life .

1. edited from a letter of Ed. tent on in J. E. B. Mayor’s 
Introduction to Hicholaa Farrar, p. xxvili.

2* Cited from Mary Rich. Countess of Warwick, in Godfrey’s 
Home Life under %'e ^tuarfcsp . ‘el'G.

3. Citedfrom TKe Letter® of tir. Endymian Porter, Ibid.,p. 221. ------ — ------------------------- --- -
4. Ibid., p, 234.
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after which there was another service.

Hee called them again to the like service, 
and sacrifice in the evening, which hee very 
religiously and constantly performed, much after 
the same manner, saving that then he tooke some 
more paines with them, having more liberty, and 
better opportunity so to doe: for then he ord­
inarily Instructed and taught his family, out of 
that portion which ho took© in the chapter, read 
at that time unto them, propounding and applying 
some wholesome doctrine,.

The particular community of Little Gidding, although 
perhaps not quite typical, illustrates however so clearly 
the extreme and mystical side of the Anglicans that it 
cannot be Ignored in any discussion of the daily religious 
life of the 17th century. Already reference has been made 
to it, but so remarkable an organization justifies a 
detailed description.

The oldest member of the group was the founder*o 
mother, Mrs. Ferrar, of whom we have no better appraisal 
than Bishop Linsell’s:

And for her devotion towards God, her piety, 
her charity, her love to God’s word, her constant 
daily reading scripture, her singing psalms, 
when she sat at work with her children and maids 
about her, and hearing them read chapters, and 
her often reading in the Book of Martyrs, her 
going to the church-prayers Wednesdays and Fpiclays, 1

1. William Hinds, A Faithful Remonstrance, p. 74.
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poetry, music, and In other fields were drawn from their 
ranks. The ministers had of course their regular duties of 
Officiating at public services, besides often being teachers 
in the village schools and tutors to their patron1a children. 
Among all the divines the private chaplain occupied the most 
despised position.

(3) In the sermons the medieval and mystical strain 
of their religion is most apparent, following in both 
subject and method of construction medieval conceptions. 
Sermons were, nevertheless, very popular, no event being too 
insignificant to warrant one. The.people liked their sermons 
delivered, not read, so that many were undoubtedly displays 
of oratorical and histrionic ability.

(4) The congregations, in their elaborate but digni­
fied dress, were separated by sex and rank in the seating 
arrangement. Although there were many complaints against 
the church service, especially during the dictatorship of 
Archbishop Laud, church-going on the whole was a rather 
pleasant and automatic performance. The music for the ser­
vice was usually furnished by organs, viols, and hands of 
singing-men, but as hymns had not yet become a natural form 
of worship, the people were content with the singing of 
psalms.

(5) The religious observances in the homo formed a



76

very large part of the peoplets worship, There were private 
prayers at least twice a day, private chapel services, and 
services In the home for the family and the servants. There 
was no lack of theological Interest either in the court or 
in the schools.
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