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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION _
‘"Growing up 1s hard work. By that i{s meant the
attainment of a fair measure of maturity considered -
“adequate to one's job, whatever that job may be,=-
. going to.school, learning to play, developing sports-
- manship, running a home or business; when he can

make whatever emotional adjustment is needed day

by day without tears, anger, sulkling, tenslons,

or explosions, and when his acts e governad more

by common sense than bv impulae .

Born into a vorld where thirty thousand 11ves yaarly
are sacrificedvftolautomobile speeding; ten_thousand trapped
by fire; forty million human beings without sufficient food,
clothing and éhélter;fwhéré;as fbw as‘two1percené of the
children in some commmities aretiaccinaﬁed'against small-
_pox; where elections are bought and strikers paralyze pro-
duction and transportation; where the shrewd dodge taxes;
where the home market 1s glutted with cheap foreign-made
goods and half the taxes go for wara past and future, little
wonder that fbar and disobedlenco have given rise to »
anpalling dolinquency and vandalism.. Such conditions are
1argaly responsible for high prices and evan higher taxes.

To face_and.attompt~to solve such a battery4of:problems
is the task of society. That includes all the agencies that

play a part 1n the selection and transmissian of racial

1. Kenyon, Dr. Joseohine H.,, Growing Up Is Hard Vork",
Good Housekeeping, 104: 16. (April 1957).»




culture, namely:--the family, the church, the school, tho‘
playground, the club, the library, the newspaper, the movie,
and the radio., Each must assume 1ts responsibility, but this
treatise is limited to a consideration of the job of the
school., All of these-agencies must cooperate heartily and
construcﬁively'if the school and all théfothef agencies are
to accomplish thoir aims. A |

"Society must be made aware that Government
is never completely under the control of the total
community. There is always some class whether
economie gver-lords or political bureaucrats who use
_the organs of government for:their special advan-
tage. It would be a calamity to have the govern-
~ ment controlled by educated men alone. There needs
to be a reprosentative cross section of soclety to
pool experiences and offer remedial action., The
common people live more in the. central current of
human experiences than do men of wealth and dis.
tinction. Domestic morality, religious sentiment,
faith in man and. God, loyalty to country are fruits
of the heart grown 1n homely environment.

Jnna Addams with her first hand knowledgo of the
. foreign born 1n this country suggests,

"Phe confused and deprivod masses of our cities
collected from all lands dby immigration, are liksly
to bec the best initiators of new and higher ideals
for our civilization. They are an 'unencumbered
proletariat! notable for primary faith and kindness,
simple people who carry in their hearts a desire for
mere goodness-------they have-an unquenchable daoire
that charity and simple justice shall regulate man 8
relations,”

What shall:bé’thevobjoctlves of'the school's activity

program? The answers are as>varied as they ars numerous.

2. Cooley, Charles Horton, Social Organization, Scribner! s
Sons, New York, 1923, p, 136.
3. Addams,. Jane, Newer Ideals Of Poace. The Chautauqua

Preaa, ChauEauqua, New YbrE, 1907, pp. 12-13.




We §ay»notivity-progrlm~bacanae un‘réaiixe that the effective
way is tthhink,,to ditcula,fthnﬁ“t¢‘t§t¢ QThs1pr0ton§«¢sy
 ehild wﬁnta to be in the frays he is not contéﬁtlfo be on
the side-lines, Life to him is realj it 1s earnest. His
enthusiasm must be direected into uaotu;‘ohannaia before 1t
‘1s.dizsipatod into ways of destruction orhjust'dies from
tnertia. | |

Our aims for youth all crystalize in the development of
the best poaaibleAcitiien,'mindful that what Iaiwﬁj§ fbr_our
own child we "should cherish for every child. - Orville Pratt
feels . that,

- "It is the business of the schools to be of
utmost -possible aid to the children in aolvtng
the . problems. which proporly'bolong to them now.-~
Citizenship is not primarily.s matter of learning
about the past to better dsal with the future.-
- Rather it consists in bringing to bear every avail-
able resource in order that children may here '
- 'and.now be good citizens in all their home,
| 'neig55‘rhood and school relationships."4 -

Mr,. Henrick Van Loon -peaktng at the depmrtmsnt of
Superintendents? Kbeting at New Orleans expresnad.himsolf
omphaticalzv'that, |

: - "Children are drtuning in an ocean of ease. .
I would substitute responsibility and hard won

:chtegsmont for easy, pleasant, painlesa learn-
ng."5 - .

4, Pratt, Orville c.,"Significant Sentences Heard from the
Convention Platforms at New Orleans,”  Journal of"
Education. -120:7, p. 168 (April 5, 1937).

5., otConnor, rary Elizabeth, Report of the Sixty-seventh
Annual Convention of Superintendents in New Orleans.

.~ The Journal of the Kational qucational Aasociation..
120z7, 167 (April 5, 193?).: o



?o have bhis wholeaame, ambitiaus Qutlaak tnd ériva,
the lndividaal mﬁnt have a h&dlthy Baéy; he mast faal hime
self a neaﬁssarv mﬂmbsr of the grsap. @hatevar elﬁe may bs
uncertain for him, he must know beyondJall;qnestion-ef a .
ddubtAthat we have faith in him.  Then in order to achieve.
he must be knbjeetéd talehallengpa; have the vigor and in-
telligence to handle the situatioa thus gaining canridenee
and the eonsequznt satisfaction. One wondars if there can
1'come any rating .or comnensaticn equal to the gratifieatien
felt by the doer ef’ a: difficult picee cf wark, parfomd to
the verg best or his ability? ‘

' “Hla selfbconfidanea, the mainuspving of tction
- must -be countenanced if he would expect the world to
recognize his intrinsic worth. 9nly confidence has
.-borne men and women through: toll and anxiatg that
would otherwisa have laaa to black aespair.

Again we must not aacrifice ende far speed but plaoe'_
more valuntion on the child's unéerstanding of onr currant
-world prablsms and on tha degrec to xhieh ha p&rticipatea 1n
comrunity projecta than on- traditional text-book theerlea. ;
“Emphasis must be placed . an~the social and creative rather
than on the acquisitive impulses. LU o

Fortunate is the individual who 13 ‘a 3elr-starter 1n
thesse daya when anly tha passe have to be movea by a crank._.
| "The happy schiool child iz our beat eingle :

criterion of 5he worthwhileness of his educational
, axperiences--é;--vvery child will put rorth ‘ S

6., Woodstown, H., J. goniter-ﬁegistar, June 10, 1037, p. 2.
7. Conclusions and Recommendations of the Commiasion
{Social stuaies) Scribner's Sons, New York (1934)
p. 40, ,




‘reasonable effort when opportunity of experiencing
success or satisfaction in meaningful activities is
at hand. There is a growing tendency to eliminate
failure in school experiences. 4 failing child
fundamentally means that some adult has blundored."8

Our broad objective, that of training for oitiZenahip,
has not changad fundamentally, 1n as much as the ancient
Greek felt the noad ror eduoation whioh would :

. prepare for participation in religioua observancea
and duties as a citizen of .the state, and defense
against enemles, suitable to a comparatively simple

~1life and the antagonism of city-states., She devel-
oped individuals through the participation in. social
activities, political, religious and military, ‘
always under a rigid Publio opinion pholding the
traditional morality,"9

How modern is the following quotation from Poricles'
Speech On the Athenian Dead in the First Y@ar of the
Peloponesian War, mid winter 431 B C

Yie differ from other states in regarding the
- man who holds aloof from public 1life -not .as 'quiet!
but as 'useless'; we decide or debate carefully and
in person, all matters of policy, holding not that
words and deeds go 111 together but, that acts are
- foredoomed to failure when undertaken un-discuased."

quce beside these, John Dewey?s.statement of our

aducational objective namoly,--
. - "The . social: environment is educative in its
effect to the degree in which the individual shares
- or participates in some conjoint activity. By doing
his share in the associated activity, the individual -
appropriates the purpose, becomes famillar with its
emotional spirit. Education as a social function

8. Patry, M. D., Frederick L., "Ready-Made or Custom Cut?"
The Journal of Education, 119: 4,108. (Feb. 17, 1936)
9, Thompson, Merritt M. An Outline of the History of
Education,ggarnea and Noble Ino., Hew York,
P. 20, ; .




18 the furtherigg of thia nroceaa of adjﬁatment
socialization.

One notes a far auing of the pondulum from the old
Graak specifications for a citizen to thoss of ¥, H.
Fbaney's very concrete 118t,--"

- "mpe students need to know how to live honestly,

- healthfully, and as happily as possible; to get
along with others; to marry wisely; to rear children

. intelligently; to control their physical, mental,
emotional drives; and to function as effective and
useful members of the body politie., When such things

‘are the chief considerations of ths curriculum; when

character and personality top the list, then the

high school will function truly as an institution 11

‘ror the preservation and betterment of the nati g

‘ ctvics must be concerned with functicns rather than
with the structure _of pclitioal groupa at thin Juniar ‘Righ
qchool nge.‘ ?hore la dangsr of pramatnra presﬁntation or
the tarlff, banking, eloctiona and politlcal partios._
Trying to,covp?.too muph ground.gay_bring diacouragempntﬁi
too. The school will do well to develop: a better technique
of creaﬁivé“d;s¢ussi°n'0£ any Contrcverbiai“prabl§m;vhich,
the pupils may desire; to refnsg‘tbid‘frsedom‘id'tbi&émper
the student and hurt society.- This should have two definite
purposes nanely'-—a devalopaent of porlonal responsibility
to share in brlnging about & new soclal order based on

cooperation and.

"in viearious learnlng so that he may soe what he
has never seen; hear 'hat hs hns nevor hoard; BO

/

e

Tﬁ“"ﬁeway,436hn.f§aueation aﬂﬁgﬁomocrao y B&emtilnn and

: - Company, Rew !ofE (ISI6T D 26.

11. Feeney, F. H. ."As One Teacher Qeaa It" The Arisona ‘
Toacher, xX7V3 5 (Janunry, 1937 . . T ”




whero he has never gone; and thus experience what
he haz never experienced. Only in this way is he

" able to extend his world beyond the narrow ccnfines
of his physical and mental experience."

Yot until the school follows a program that has-con;
tacts with a wide range of actuasl 1ifs conditions can it get
the full, fruitful response of the whole class where a small 4 
percent still fail to find a curriculum with any direct -
bearing on their future. Then tke school will not only be
interesting but a force for social betterment.

Unquestionably the great moral need of our times is
for people with wholesome consciences. Laws will not stop
anti-social acts, _ A ]

- - "The boy: when in the cave approved the other
boys! rough talk; he was elated over their aporoval
- of his rude practicaa.~ After thinking of his mother's
reaction, he was dejected. The gallery had changed.

One's conscience approves when one's gallery approves

and this brings elation; it disapproves when the

‘soclal gallery condemns and this calls out de jection.

_ If this analysis is correct, then consclience is
oeducable and the character that it talres depends on
the accepted center of soclal control. Therefore

only wholesome soccial groups should be in the
community to_shape the consciences of the rising

generation.' - o

At this Junior High fchool age when- the urge to do
something to have ~something happen is paramount; when _the
child craves group life and his ambition is to imitate
adults, it is timely to capitaiime'oh fhesé tendenbiea.

Phe modern school with a vision puahes out the four.
~walls cf the class~room to encompass a1l aspeets of

1. Wesley, Edgar Bruce. 'Diagnosis of the Social Studies,”

" - Educational Year Book #34. - (1935) p. 320.

13. Gregg, I's K. Jobraska Stave Course of Study, Character
Education, (1934) p. 101,




1ifs in the comnunity. Pupils not only diseuss at -
their round-tables and panel discussions svery topic
of interest to them but also participate in those.
civic duties, within the limit of their maturiZy,
with a degree of satisfaction to themselves._
| The Problem |
.It is the nurpGSe of tho author to éhow’hdw”by using =
a direct method, that of develoning an activitv program of
;so-called 'Citizenship dravatizationa" 1mproved citisenahip
will result._ Mony think that the anly direct method is the
lecture, It doesn't meed to ‘take that form. The idea of ~
the author is to have the puplls do the thing, not just studv
from a book or listen to the teacher talk about it. Such
'dramatizations result in the bringing of timely social,
economic, vocational and - political situations 1nto the “
class-room Jhen thev ere of especial conéern to the clasa.
-?or fhis purpoge the authoh offers 158 nnmber of socio-civic
dialogues which have been prepared for use in & Junior High
School., : o | A - o
| These dialogues drafted from 1ife experiences and
stories should be presented with very little scener? or
mave-up. The costumes should be simple but effective. Too
mqny renearsals would naturally kill the spirit of taesc:
simp1c playlets. The 1nternretation should be left to the
youthful narticinants with the privilege of making guitable

alterations, No attembt should be made to have the pupil

14. FPourteenth Year Book, Departrent of Quperintendents,
Toclal Studlies. 19.36, p.- 14-15.
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one hundred per cent virgin wool."4

Stella (PaSéiﬂg on): I wonder how much filler this silk
bedspread contalns? ' The same. authority warned one
against thinking “Best Extra® as msaning anvthing but
laweat quality silk. ' , .

Mrs. Taylor: I cen not resist the drug departmentl Everys.
thing 13 so refreshingl Here are soaps ranging from .
a nickel to a dollar a cake. I will take a box of

~ Cuticura. Much as I enjoy Horny's rose I know that I
am paylng for duty and perfume, but it's what do you
call it, B.0., that I must be concerned about.

Stella:’ Vhy, mother, you are real frivolous.

Mrs. Taylor: I dare not let all the glad mie go out of
my personelity because my daughter,ia grovn and ha# a
.business of her own. - I have got to keep myaelr more
~attractive to Dad than his secretary..

Stella: You QO not need to worry about that, mother dearl
Haré‘s witch hazel for nineteen cents:a pint!

Mrs. Taylor: Any druggist would tell you that that price is
too low. | _

-Stella:i'Oh yes, I would better have a bottle of those -

| "Héa@ache Comp. #2" for an emergencyl
K¥rs. Taylor: Qo slowly there, lady. That surely caﬁ not

be U.S.P., aqua hamamelidis, the official witeh hazel

4, Odegard, Peter, Growth oF Government, "Dangers in Our

Present VWay of Living", Our Times, Unit 15,
¥ay 1, 1936, p. 118, . —
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Examiner:. Where are you employed? -
Carlos: At the City Hall., :I am an engineer,
Examiner (To the Judge): Have you anything to add, your.
honor? » , , R ,.; _
Judge:' Nothing. Excuse the witnesses. (They take seats in
_ audience). ‘ . |
Examiner:  Armando, ars you married?
Armendo: Yes, sir, for aavaﬁ yaars;a
Examiner: Have you any ‘children? , S
Armando: Yes, two sir.. My little Alda gaes to school nﬁw.
| She speaks English as well as ~she does Spnniah;_ o
éznminerz' Have you-ever been in jail?
Armandé:_vﬁo sir, . , DT o
Examiner: - Have you.sver been called ba:q:gtthg,Justiae of
| the Peace?
Armando: - Yes sir, Once. -
Examiner: TFor what? ,
Armando: I—jam@edvinﬁo;tha rear of a scar. The driver stop-
‘ped very suddenly without signalling. The light sur-
. prised her! She was very much provoked at me. |
Examiner: That equldleasily happen.. Have j@g taken any exe
~ tended visits into Mexico since you came five years
| ago? - : . , ,  . : -
Armando: Yes, whan work was dull here I had a job there
. from Thanksgliving time 111 the middle of June.
Exﬁminerzt_rhen,ynn have not lived in the States five full

o .
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years! (Turning to Judge) What shall be done in this
case, your honor?
Mﬁ - Armando, did they not make it ¢lear that you muat '
© live here five full years after taking out your first
‘papers? - o - |
Armando: ' Yes, Mr. Judge, but my family had to be fed.
Judge: You come back at the next naturalization date,
armando. -+ |
Armando (Departs crushed): As you say, your honor. What w
- will be the date’of the next naturalization? =
Judge: May £ifth, - (To the clerk) Call the next petitioner.
Clerk: -Number Two is Christine Nordquist. |
{Christine and hei- witnesses are sworn as above).
Examiner (Reading names on her application): Mrs. El1 -
‘Jernberg, first witness. (Mrs. Jernberg.nods) Are
~you s oltisen of the United States? R
¥rs, Jernberg: Yes, sir.
Examiner: Where were you borﬁ'i’“ T
¥ra. Jornberg: In Upsala, Sweden. o
Examiner: Have you your nataralizétian‘papar@?‘ -
Mrs, Jernberg: No I haven't any. My husbend, Fli, was
" naturalized in 1910 when we lived in Il&iﬁuﬁm*
Didn't that make me and our minor children all citi-
zens of this cowntry? B | '
Examiner: <You are right. fince then in 1922 the law was
changed so that Elifs naturalization would not have |
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Solssons and have met frequertly in Los ﬁngeles at
the Legion meetings.

Examiner: Seldam do we have such a cosmopolitan groﬁp.' An
Irishman, & true American and one born in diplomatic
circles. That shows that ¥r, OfMalley has no national
prejudice. That in itself is condueive to good citi-
zenship. (Turning to judge) Have you anything tb add?

Judge: No, I believe not. Dismiss the witnesses. (To Mr.

~ 0talley) You cams up'beforé and were rafﬁsed citizen=
‘ship because of laok of knowleﬁge of the F@&eral Can~
stitution.

ofgélley: That 1s right, Judge, but I ﬁave atﬁanﬁed:night

" school for five months énd}I'feel’qualified now to
pass a fair test.

Examiner: Where are your first papers, gr;ld'ﬁaliey?'

0fMalley (Directing his-remarks to the judge): I am Captain
| | O'Malley of the 30lst. Do I understand that I san |
become a U, S: citizen without taking first pepers?

Judge: TFxamine his papers, clerk. |

Cle:ké I‘baé 3ou§'pardon. T note ﬁhat\that information is
given here in his "Declaration". o

Examiner:i Where were you born, Captain?

0'Malley: In Porto Rico, Juna 10, 1898, when my father was
‘stationed there.

Examiner: How old are you?

Ot¥alley: Twenty-five years old, sir.
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' Chiang;
Mrs. Chiang: I wish that every twenty dollar bill that I
" have spent brought ‘such satisfaction. I surely spent
‘hours pouring over that Constitutiont
Stenographer: ﬁell, it paid didn't 1t?
¥ia Chiang: 1 can't express my feelings.
(Tﬁe others go through the seme routine and depart).,



CHAPTER VI

CONCLUSION

Thie activity program is one of the answers to the
"Adolescent Pupil Problem” in that it provides through real
1ife experiences constructive direction for his abundance of
energy and his longing for participation, achievement, recoge-
nition and real exzitemant. ¥oralizing has been avoided
purposely. These dramatizations without preaching or pre-
tense quicken the heart, clear the mind and influence action
through drives in the direction of an abundant and resource-
ful 11ife,

For the reticent child it offers another opportunity
for response, causing him to forget himself in the happy,
meaningful project. The "gang leader's" propensity for
excitement at any cost, is directed unconsciously into
worthwhile channels of service. The resultant gratifying
emotional reactions prompt both types of pupils to repeat
and, repeating, they acquire a zsaanré of self respect, &
certain sensitivity to community needs and the urge to do
something about it.

There are numerous so-called objective tests of char-
acter on the market which may be given before and after this
form of instruction. Iet the examiner observe that it is

human nature to give as one's reaction to certain situations
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that which we should do rather than that which we actually
do. |
- MHore reliable is the subjective testing by adult
observers, of the changed attitude on the part of the in- .

- dividual child after a lapse of time, Due consideration
must be given to the many other 1nf1uences in hia;life, 68~
peciall& that of the earnest teacher who stimulatas‘energies
that the youth could nop poSsibly_generate himself. .In the
last analysis we can>not‘determine‘accurately to what ex-
tent his horizon has 11fted or his conscience quickened

except as he lives his 1life.
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