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CHAPTER I

ihtrodcctioh

”Growing up is hard work. By that is meant the 
attainment of a fair measure of maturity considered 
adequate to one’s job, whatever that Job may be,—  
going to .school, learning to play, developing sports­
manship, running a home or business; when he can 
make whatever emotional adjustment is needed day 
by day without tears, anger, sulking, tensions, 
or explosions, and when his acts are governed more 
by common sense than by impulse.”1 *
Bora into a world where thirty thousand lives yearly 

are sacrificed ’ to automobile speeding; ten thousand trapped 
by fire; forty million human beings without sufficient food, 
clothing and shelter; where as few as two percent of the 
children In some communities are vaccinated against small­
pox; where elections are bought and strikers paralyze pro­
duction and transportation; where the shrewd dodge taxes; 
where the home market is glutted with cheap foreign-mad® 
goods and half the taxes go for wars past and future, little 
wonder that fear a M  disobedience have given rise to 
appalling delinquency and vandalism. Such conditions are 
largely responsible for high prices and even higher taxes.

To face and attempt to solve such a battery of problems 
is the task of society. That includes all the agencies that 
play a part in the selection and transmission of racial

1. Kenyon, Dr. Josephine H . G r o w i n g  Up Is Hard Work”,
Good Housekeeping, 104:16. (April*1957). "
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culture, namely:— the family, the church, the school, the 
playground, the club, the library, the newspaper, the movie, 
and the radio. Each must assume its responsibility, but this 
treatise is limited to a consideration of the job of the 
school. All of these-agencies must cooperate heartily and 
constructively if the school and all the other agencies are 
to accomplish their aims.

MSociety must be made aware that Government 
is never completely under the control of the total 
community. There is always some class whether 
economic over-lords or political bureaucrats who use 
the organs of government for their special advan­
tage* It would be a.calamity to have the govern­
ment controlled by educated men alone. There needs 
to be a representative cross section of society to 
pool experiences and offer remedial action. The 
common people live more in the central current of 
human experiences than do men.of wealth and dis­
tinction. Domestic morality, religious sentiment, 
faith in man and.God, loyalty to country are fruits 
of the heart grown in homely environment*"2
Jane Addams with her first hand knowledge of the

foreign born in this comitry suggests,
"The confused and deprived masses of our cities 

collected from all lands by immigration, are likely 
to be the best initiators of new and higher ideals 
for our civilisation. They are an *unencumbered 
proletariat* notable for primary faith and kindness, 
simple people who carry in their hearts a desire for
more goodness-- ----they have an unquenchable desire
that charity and simple justice shall regulate man*s 
relations."3
What shall be the objectives of the school1s activity 

program? The answers are as varied as they are numerous. * 5

2. Cooley, Charles Horton, Social Organization, Scribner1a 
Sons, Hew York, 1925, p, 156.

5. Addams,. Jane, Newer Ideals Of Pence. The Chautauqua 
Press, Chautauqua, New York, 1907, pp. 12-13.
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Vte soy activity program because we realize that the effective 
way is to think, to discuas, then to act. The present-day 
child wants to be in the fray; he is not content to be on 
the side-lines. Life to him is real; it is earnest. His 
enthusiasm must be directed into useful channels before it 
la dissipated into ways of destruction or just dies from 
inertia. ' : - : ■ ■ - ■ ' : '. - . ; ' .

Our aims for youth all erystails® in the developront of 
the best possible citisen, mindful that what we want for our 
own child we should cherish for every child. Orville Pratt 
feels that.

"It is the business of the schools to be of 
utmost possible aid to the'children in solving 
the problems which properly belong to them how. 
Citizenship is not primarily-a matter of learning 
about tho past to better deal with the future. 
Rather it consists in bringing to bear every avail­
able resource in order that children may here 
and now be good citizens in all their home, 
neighborhood and school relationships."^

- ,  - • ■ ;
Mr. Henrlok Van Loon speaking at the department of 

Supwlntendents »■ Meeting at lew Orleans expressed himself 
emphatically that,

"Children are drowning in an ocean of ease.
I would substitute responsibility and hard won 
achievement for easy, pleasant, painless learn­ing.^ 4 5

4. Pratt, Orville C., “Significant Sentences Heard from the
Convention Platforms at low Orleans." Journal of 
Education. 120:7, p. 168 (April 5, 193V).

5. 0*Connor, Mary Elizabeth, Report of the Sixty-seventh
Annual Convention of Superintendents in New Orleans. 
The Journal of the Rational Educational Association. 
120:7, 167 (April 5, 1937).
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To have this wholoaome, ambitious outlook and drive, 
the individual'intist have a healthy body? he must feel him­
self a necessary member of the group* Whatever else may be 
uncertain for M m ,  he must know beyond all;question of a 
doubt that we have faith in him. Then in carder to achieve 
he must be subjected to challenges; have the vigor and in­
telligence to handle the situation thus gaining confidence 
and the consequent satisfaction. On® wonders if there can 
come any rating or compensation equal to the gratification 
felt by the doer of a:difficult piece of work, performed to 
the very best of his ability?

”Hla self-confidence, the main-spring of action 
must be countenanced.if he would expect the world to 
recognise hie Intrinsic worth. °nly confidence has 
borne men. and women through;toil and anxiety that 
would otherwise have lead to black despair. 6
Again we must not sacrifice ends for speed but place

more valuation on the child’s understanding of our current
world problems and on the degree to which he participates in
' 1 .community project# than on traditional text-book theories.
’’Emphasis must be placed on the social and creative rather 
than on the acquisitive impulses.’’̂

Fortunate is the individual who is a self-starter in 
these day® when only the pass® have to be moved by a crank.

The happy school child is our best single 
criterion of the worthwhilenoos of his educational 
experiences----— Every child will put forth : 6 7

6. Woodstown, H. J. XonitOT-Hegister, Juno 10, 1037. p. 2.
7. Conclusions and Recommendations of the Commission

(Social studies) Scribner * s Sons. New York (1934)
p. 40.
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reasonable effort When opportunity of oxperiemeing 
success or satisfaction In meaningful activities is 
at hand. There is a growing tendency to eliminate 
failure in school experiences. A falling child 
fundamentally means that some adult has blundered."8
Our broad objective, that of training for citizenship,

.. " ' . , '

M s  not cMnged fundamentally, in as much as the ancient
Greek felt the need for education which would

"prepare for participation in religious observances 
and duties as a citizen of the state, and defense 
against enemies, suitable to a comparatively simple 
. life and the antagonism of city-states. She devel­
oped individuals through the participation in social 
activities, political, religious and military* 
always under a rigid public opinion upholding the 
traditional morality."9
How modern is the following quotation fro® Pericles1 

Speech On the Athenian Dead in the First Year of the 
Pelopenesian War, mid winter 431 B.C.

HWe differ from other states In regarding the 
man who holds aloof from public life not as 1quiet1 
but as *useless*; wo decide or debate carefully and 
in person, all matters of policy, holding not tMt 
words and deeds go ill together but, that acts are 
foredoomed to failure when undertaken un-discussed.IT
Place'.beside, these, John Dewey* s statement of our

educational objective namely,—
"The;social environment is educative in its 

effect to the degree in which the Individual shares 
or participates in some eonjoint activity. By doing 
his share in the associated activity, the individual • 
appropriates the purpose, becomes familiar with its 
emotional spirit. Education as a social function

8. Patry, M. D., Frederick L., "Ready-Made or Custom Cut?"
The Journal of Education, 119: 4,108. (Feb. 17, 1936)

9. Thompson, Merritt M. An Outline of the History of
Education, Baraes ahoTlToble Inc., Hew York,
(1954) p. 20. .
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is the fartherisg of this procbss of adjustment or 
soeialisaticm."^
(hi© notes a far swing of the petstftilttta from the old 

Gpook specifications for a citizen to those of P. H.
Be©ney*s very ecmerete list,—

’’The stndents newd to know how to tlw honestly* 
healthfully, and as happily as possible} to get 
along with others; to narry wisely; to rear children 
intelligently; to control their physical, mental, 
emotional drives; and to function as effective and 
useful members of the body politic* When such things 
are the chief considerations of the curriculum; when 
character and personality top the list, then the 
high school will function truly as an institution ,. 
for the preservation and betterment of the nation?
Civics must be concerned with functions rather than 

with the structure.of political groups at this Junior High 
School age. There is danger of premature presentation of 
the tariff, banking, elections and political parties.
Trying to cover too much ground may bring discouragement 
too* The school will do well to develop:: a better technique 
of creative discussion of any controversial problem which 
the pupils may desire? to refuse this’ freedom is to hamper 
the student and hurt society* This should have two definite 
purposes namely:— a development of personal responsibility 
to share in bringing about a new social order based on 
cooperation and

"in vicarious learning so that he may see what he
has never seen; hear what he has never heard; go 10 11

10, Dewey* John, Education and Democracy, Macmillan and
Company, How J-oric (1916) p. >

11. Feeney, F. H, "As One Teacher Sees It". The Arisons
Teacher, xzv: 5 (January, 1937). T"
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where he has never gone; and thus experience what 
he has never experienced» Only in this way is he 
able to extend his world beyond the narrew eenflMS 
of his physical and mental experience12
Hot until the school follows a program that has con­

tacts with a wide range of actual life conditions can it get 
the full, fruitful response of the whole clans where a small 
percent still fail to find a curriculum with any direct 
bearing on their future« Then the school will not only be 
interesting but a force for social betterment.

Unquestionably tho great moral need of our times is 
for people with wholesome consciences. Laws will not stop 
anti-social acts*

"The boy when in the cave approved the other 
boys * rough talk; he was elated over their approval 
of his rude practices. :After thinking of his mother*s 
reaction, he was dejected. The gallery had changed. 
One*a conscience approves when one*3 gallery approves 
and this brings elation; it disapproves when tho 
social gallery condems and this calls out dejection. 
If this analysis is correct, .then conscience is 
educable and the character that it takes depends bn 
the accepted center of social control. Therefore 
only wholesome social groups should be in the 
community to shape the consciences of the rising 
generation*"13
At this Junior High School age when the urge to do

something to have something happen is paramount; when the
child craves group life'and his ambition is to 'imitate
adults, it is timely to capitalize on these tendencies.

"The modern school with a vision pushes out the four 
walls of the class-room to encompass all aspects of

121 Waslay, Edgar Bruce. "Diagnosis of the Social Studies," 
Educational Year Book #54. (1935) p. 320.

13. Gregg, 1?. &L Nebraska state Course of Study, Character 
Education, (1934) p. lol.
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life In the community* Pupils not only discuss at 
their round-tables and panel dtseusslcms e w r y  topic 
of Interest to them but also participate In these 
civic duties, within the limit of their maturity, 
with a degree of satisfaction to themselves.n*4

The Problem
It Is the purpose of tho author to show how by using 

a direct method, that of developing an activity program ©f 
so-called •Citizenship dramatizations*’ improved citizenship 
will result. Many think that the only direct method is the 
lecture. It doesn’t need to take that form. The idea of 
the author is to have the pupils do the thing, not Just study 
from a book or listen to the teacher talk about it. Such 
dramatizations result in the bringing of timely social, 
economic, vocational and political situations into the 
class-room when they are of especial concern to the class.
For this purpose the author offers a number of socio-olvie 
dialogues which have been prepared for use in a Junior High 
School. •

These dialogues drafted from life experiences and 
stories should be presented with very little scenery or 
make-up. The costumes should be simple but effective. Too 
many rehearsals would naturally kill the spirit of these 
simple playlets. The interpretation should be left to the 
youthful participants with the privilege of making suitable 
alterations. Ho attempt should be made to have the pupil

14. Fourteenth Year Book, Department of Superintendents. 
Social Studies. 1936, p. 14-15.
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one hundred per cent virgin wool.”4 . .
Stella (Passing on): X wonder how much filler this silk

bedspread contains? The same, authority warned one 
against thinking ’’Best Extra” as meaning anything but 
lowest quality silk. , •

Mrs, Taylor: I can not resist the drug departmenti Every­
thing is so refreshing! Here are soaps ranging from . 
a nickel to a dollar a cake, I will take a box of 
Guticnra. Much as I enjoy Horny*s rose I know that I 
am paying for duty and perfume, but; it * s what do you 
call, it, B,0., that I must be concerned about,

Stella: Why, mother, you are real frivolous,
Mrs. Taylor: I dare not let all the glad music go out of

my personality because my daughter is grown and has a 
business of her own. I have got to keep myself more 
attractive to Bad than his secretary.

Stella: You do not need to worry about that, mother dear!
Here * s witch hazel for nineteen cents a pint!

Mrs. Taylor: Any druggist would tell you that that price is
too low.

Stella: Oh yes, I would better have a bottle of those
"Headache Comp. #2” for an emergency!

Mrs. Taylor: Go -slowly there, lady. That surely can not
be U.S.P. aqua hamamelidls, the official witch hazel

4. Odegard, Peter, Growth of Government, "Dangers in Our 
Present Way of Living", Our Times, Unit 15,
May 1, 1036, p. 118. — ------
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Ezamlner: Where ar@ employed?
e*rlosi At the City Hall, »I am an engineer.
Examiner {To the Judge): Have you anything to add, your

honor? -.% . . . •. . .; ,
Judge: Hothlng. Exouse the witnesses. (TMy take seats in

audlemse).
Examiners Arratodo, are you married?
Armandos Yes, sir, for seven years.
Examiner s Have you smy ohlldren? .
Armandos Yes, two sir. My little Aida goes to school now.

She speaks English as well as she does Spanish. 
Examiner: Have you ever been In Jail?
Armando: Mo sir, ^
Examiner $ Have you ever been called before.the Justice of 

the Peace? .. , .... . .. .. ... . , .....
Armando: lbs sir,. Once. . - ;• . ...
EMmlner: For what? ,
Armando: I Jammed into the rear of a car* The driver stop­

ped very suddenly without signalling. The light sur­
prised her I She was very much provoked at me. 

Examiner:' That could easily happen. Have you taken any ex­
tended visits into Mexico since you came five years

* 6 ? ?  . . .' - ' ... .

Armando: Yes, when work was dull here I had a job there
from Thanksgiving time till the middle of June.

--- ~ -V - . . - K » * ’ . . .  -* * ' ' - * t ~

E»min©r: Then you have not lived in the States five full

o



162

years! (Turning to Judge) Vibat shall be done In this 
case, your honor?

Judge: Armar^o, did they not make ife clear that you must
live here five full years after taking out your first 
papers? -

Armando: yeis, L!r, Judge, but my family had to be fed.
Judge: You come back at the next naturalization date,

Armando. ; ■ ";;'v ' -
Armando (Departs crushed): As you say, your honor. What w

will be the date of the next naturalization?
Judge: May fifth* (To the clerk) Call the next petitioners
Clerk: Humber Two is Christine Hordqulst.
(Christine and her witnesses are swwn asabove).
Examiner (Beading names on her application): Mrs. Eli

jernberg, first witness. (Mrs. Jernberg-nods) Are 

you a eltlsen of the Ttelted State's?
Mrsi,-Jeraberg: Yes, sir.
Examiner: Where were you born?
Mrs. Jernberg: In Ipsala, Sweden. ;
Examiner : Have you your naturalization papers?
Mrs, Jernberg: We I havenft any. My husband, Eli, was

naturalised in 1910 v/hen we lived in Illinois*
Dldntt that make me and our minor children all citi- 
sens of this country? -

Examiner: You are right. Since then in 1922 the law was
changed so that Elite naturalization would not have
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Solssons and have met frequently in Los Angeles at 
the Legion meetings.

Examiner: Seldom do we have such a cosmopolitan group. An
irishman, a true American and one born In diplomat1© 
circles. That shows that Mr. 0*Malley has no national 
prejudice. That in itself is ccmducive to good citi­
zenship. (Turning to judge) Have you anything to add?

Judge: No, I believe not. Dismiss the witnesses. (To Hr.
0 •Halley) You came up before and were refused citizen­
ship because of lack of knowledge of the Federal Con­
stitution.

QiMalley: That is right. Judge, but I have attended night
school for five months and I feel qualified now to 
pass a fair test.

Examiner: Where are your first papers, Mr. 0•Halley?
O'Malley (Directing his remarks to the judge): I am Captain

0•Halley of the 301st. Do I understand that I can 
become a U, Si citizen without taking first papers?

Judge: Examine his papers, clerk*
Clerk: I bag your pardon. I note that that information is

given her© in his "Declaration”.
Examiner: Where were you born. Captain?
O’Malley: In Porto Rico, June 10, 1898, when my father was

stationed there.
Examiner: How old are you?
O ’Halley: Twenty-five years old, sir.

















Jud e: ny :r ! rks of wine ioul detraet from that exeell t 

eeh. 

EX! mi ar: u Nhen this c-ourt shall have go-ne out al_ tit ion-

ers 'iT1th their w tnessas may pass to the office or the 

· c e!'k of this to sign their eartifieat s w: 1ic .. 

they ·111 r eive within a fe 

Deputy Mars all: Will all rise and ttem in standing. 

Clerlr: G.., tar,_ close the eour't . 

First Deputy _;arshall: All · rsons h e anj?thing fur 

tber to do before the jud·e or tis 1st. iet 

court of United Sta+es may de.pa:t"'t and give their at­

te dance at thi plaee to ... m-orro at ten o v·elock t 

• __ eh t1me and plaee this is now adjo vned o God 

save the United States and t1ls Cou:rt. 

(;i eond D puty tb door back of th Judge as 

ent, t o1gh tis the Judge retire in tately nn-

ner . As tbe door is closed be 1nd hi· _ t 

reti e b the doors in the r ·ea.r)" 

udien-c 

e e 4 . A long f11 of etitione:r·s in the clerk ' s of .. e . 

tenographer (To t1t1oner}: Yeur naJe1 pl ase . 

etitianer: Mia Smith 

C\tenogra hel, {Han ing her a pen after dip:otng it in the ink 

ottle): On his line _, plaase fi (Aft r he n a 1a 

itten} The fee is twenty 

3 •· Me het r ·s , ana Jones, amat{zed, 
II r..rJ Holt an Co .tpany,. J:T w Yorit p . 155 .- ----
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Chlang.
Mrs. Chlang: I wish that every twenty dollar bill that I

have spent brought aueh satisfaction. I surely spent 
hours pouring over that Constitution!

Stenographer: Well, it paid didn*t it?
Mia Chlang: I ean*t express my feelings.

(The others go through the same routine and depart).



C<l~CLU~IOll 

Thi~ activity p.rogram 1s one of' the nsw s to the 

" doleseo t Pup! Problemn in th~t it provides hroug \ e 1 

life e pe ienc eonst ucti e direction f'oF his ab ndanee o 

energy an his longing for- part1e1pat1on , chiavement, re-cog­

nition and ~eal excite ent . Ior 11z1 p hn bee void a 

nur os 1 • These dramat z ti.on "t. 1thout m~ cn1ng or pre-

tEL s quie1,en the heart • elear t .. ,e mind a.."':td influe· ee aetion 

t 1rou-.;;;h ives ln t ~ e d1reeti n of an abundant an re oure& 

· 1 life . 

For the ret 1cent -child it offers another opportunity 

or respon.~e, ·eauRing h ~~ to .f'or·get himself in the 1 au y-_, 

a nin · fu roje.ct . .1.he ngo.ng leadetds ~~opensit'"-' or 

av f.lny co t, is directe unconsciously into 

wo:rth ile channels of ~lel~ ice. The res lt nt . tifying 

e otional B'""etion · prompt both types of pupils to re:oes.t 

n , repeating ., they acquire a mee.s'U.re of l:f respe-ct , 

certain _ensititT ty to c-ommunity needs and the urge to do 

so . h about it . 

.. re ar nume ous o-ea.lled obJective tests o- e 1sr­

a.ct r on the mar1ret "lhicn may be given before and after this 

fo ins ruetion . Let he ex miner obser a that it 1s 

man n tUPe to g! s one ' s reaction to ceF in itu tto s 
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that which we should do rather than that which v/o actually
do.

More reliable is the subjective testing by adult 
observers, of the changed attitude cm the part of the to- • 
dividual child after a lapse of tine. Due consideration 
Bust be given to the many other influences to M s  life, es­
pecially that of the earnest teacher who stimulates energies 
that the youth could not possibly generate himself. In the 
last analysis we can not determine accurately to what ex­
tent his horizon has lifted or his conscience quickened 
except as he lives his life.
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