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This thesis. Childhood in Seventoeafch Century Biograph­
ical Literatures is ah attempt to indicate, on the basis of 
passages dealing with children, certain adult attitudes toward 
childhood-: prevailing, diir'ing.:-tlre.vperidd - named# "Childhood^ 
is understood in two senses:. first> the state or condition j 
of childhood as it was in general regarded at that time; and 
second, the initial period of the Individual Ilfe, covering 
rd^hly: .the . first - fifteen. years*:.-; nSeventeenth Century^ is .. 
u#«d in h strictly chronological sense as meaning the years 
between 1600 and 1700^ and the homogeneous aspect of thought 
about this particular subject at that time is emphasized in 
preference to any tracing of developments. ^Biographical 
Literature^ is a term used to embrace biography, autobiog^ 
raphy, diaries and:letters*v:'.:y;;;:: .̂-y.: vh:' y:- . : y . y.

y It should be made clear- that the .thesis was inspired 
by a long-standing interest in the . general subject of■ ■ e M M -  

hood in literature, not by any specific interest in biog­
raphy. Though.a certain confusion of motives betrays itselfj# 
the fundamental desire was to find significant manifestation 
of adult. thought about childhood, as revealed in biographical 
w<Mtksj not to make an analysis of biographical treatment of 
childhood.





biographical works did indeed contain passages revealing 
admit attitudes toward oblldhood, but that the passages in 
turn were disappointing. It became a temptation to analyze 
the material in terms of its lacks. The absence of realis­
tically described child charactersin the books examined 
made it apparent that curiosity about childhood had not been 
aroused# that general interest in it was feeble, that no 
research into the nature of childhood was deemed important# 
and that the thought of childhood failed to provide much stim­
ulus for the imagination*

However, such a negative approach was of course impos­
sible. Instead, since tti® remarks about children were found 
'•to exhibit certain broad marks of similarity, quotations were 
grouped about a few of the ideas taken for granted in them.
The Introductory chapter will o ut i\*e. d f s c»ve r^ wa
t.Kte^. |> pi e m : p . k d i s i the child in religion and
the idea of nutting away ciiildlsii thing s. v. L; . ■ : : >

From the first it was felt that the main value of the 
thesis would lie in its quotations, though use of the anthol­
ogy form was not advisable owing to the aforementioned 
“disappointing0 nature of most of the entries. Chapters 
were formed by tdie collection of quotations which might con­
ceivably reinforce one another*

Some apology should be made for straying from the re­
stricted biographical field into didactic and devotional lit­
eratures, but it is hoped that the sin atones for itself by
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providing useful concepts. The relatively small number of 
biographical ^orks examined would require apology were it not 
Tor two facta e first, timt these books, roughly forty in 
number, are for Hie most part the best of the c e n t u r y o u t ­
put, the "fittest" who have wsurvivedg® and second, that their 
degree of homogeneity is sufficiently great to make it plaus­
ible that the unavailable books strongly resemble them.

The purpose of the thesis called for plain exposition, 
letting the sources speak for themselves* There Is nc attempt 
to sustain Important points by argument* Btill, it would be 
false to say that the study was approached with an open mind-, 
though curiosity rather than conviction provided the motive* 
The results of research were substantially foreseen— in fact 
everybody knows them. The tmesis therefore becomes for the 
most part illustrative rather than demonstrative in function* 
And the main thing illustrated, by default as it were, is a 
general adult indifference to any aspect of childhood other 
than its rapid outgrowing of itself.



vi

' - T W  main portion of the present .thesis is organized 
tmder five chapters. The first deals with the generic char­
acter assigned to childhood in the seventeenth century* 
especially by religious thinkers*•■-■'-.■The- second presents _exam­
ples of the impact of religion upon actual seventeenth eeh- 
tuiy ehildrea, c m  of the most f u H y  developed subjects in 
the biographical works stiuiied. The third is occupied large­
ly with secular education though the guiding idea is the 
will-to-precocity evinced with respect' to eMldren. The chap­
ter treats tiie approach to maturity first negatively^ as a 
putting away of such childish tilings as play, then positively 
as an emulation of adulthood* usually in its academic mani­
festations. The fourth chapter attempts to present the few 
passages idiich put us in contact with real live children 
viewed without the distorting leases of religion or of impa­
tience for maturity, drawing upon some of the more detailed 
autobiographies and upcm. parentst letters. The fifth chapter, 
concerned with adult reactions to the deaths of children* ; 
brings us back to Chapter 1 with its theories of the infant 
soul. The.chief sources quoted are letters of consolation*

The present introductory chapter Is intended, to explain 
why the illustrative .material is thus grouped* It should be



said at the outset that these five chapters accommodate sub­
stantially all the material discovered in the process of 
research. Prom the very beginning the pas sages transcribed 
tended to fall under one or the other of these five categories, 
and the association of similar passages suggested itself as 
h useful basis of organisation, in order to provide some 
orientation, however, a brief outline is herewith offered of 
tlic study as a whole* . r

In the first place, allowance has to be made for the for­
mality of the printed, word, and for the nature of biograptiieal 
writing. Chiltitood is apparently beneath the dignity of both 
during the seventeenth century, to judge by the results of a 
quantitative survey. The a c t m l  m ^ b e r  of pages devoted to 
childhood is very small in proportion to the siae of the 
works. The only really long account of a cniltihooti occurs 
in Bunyants Life and Death of Hr, Badman— but that is a work 
of fiction, besides which the account is very much like a 
.morel :sereMk*.. • Complete disregard ...of childhood of course is 
shown in such M o @ p a | M e a l  a^holc^ies as rood * s y
Athenae Oxonienses or Thomas Fulleris Worthies of England.
A H  biographical treatment of childhood is fragmentary, how­
ever* Life-writers feel at no disedvantage.in' their; Ignorance: 
of the early lives of their subjects* Certainly they are not 
moved to do research in that line^ Autobiographers Hicewise 
show no compelling interest in their own <^l<haood* of
them happen, to haye good memories and can attempt a sketchy









Indeed, so complete .is the monopoly over oiaildlaood records 
possessed by accounts of religious growth in grace and of 
academic merit that one carries away a wholly one-sided pic­
ture of sevent6enth-centmy childhood. To put it bluntly ¥?e 
get to see child *s report-cards from school and from
Sunday-school, embellished sometimes by a note on the evidence 
of gooc character to come* Although the chapters of this 
thesis treat separately religious education and academic edu­
cation, the point ehould be mentioned that the connection 
between.thetwo was very close, Roger Asehaa remindshis 
wife, »We did talk how to bring up our ehild in learning and 
v i r t u e L e a r n i n g  itself partook of virtue, while ethical 
and devotional material played a largo part In regular edu­
cation. Chapter II will bring out many instance* of the 
familiarity of children with the Bible, by means of which they 
were commonly taught to read* On the whole, religious educa­
tion is exalted above secular; even parents who could not.pro­
vide schooling v/ore under divine obligation to provide reli­
gious instruction and to turn the child is feet into good paths* 

Of interest to us today, is the practically complete
neglect of whatsoever development .in a child was independent
of formal instruction* Bis aptitudes, unless aptitudes for 
virtue and learning, are seldom investigated* John Aubreyts 
account of his own life and the.Petty-Bouthwoll Correspondence
t/ill be labor quoted as nearly the only examples of interest

.’duotied'in Mumby ,' 'Le' en. p* 11.



in boyhood predilections. A boy»s increasing knowledge of the 
affairs of the world, his "prudence,*1 his economic status, 
receive no consent. As a social being he may probably be 
noted merely as "cheerful* or "melancholy" aM:-retiring.,nor 
will any chaise in temperament be set down. His emotional 
history will be an unknomi quantity. O n l y a  sense of God and 
a fondness for oneis book se^m to call forth interest*

We should find these bio#eaphies much more .interesting- 
t o d ^  if they had not been so concentrated upon the adult 
ideals of the scholar and the holy mail* Much to be desired, 
would have been u greater use of incident; study of children 
in relation to other children, that is in their social rela­
tionships, in which category only a 'few schoolboy ..ttnecclptes' 
"Bgr-.AWregr-'tmd Colley. Cibber were ioiiDhi and particularly, 
some recognition of the.inner life of tuie child, his feelings,
.. : '  ’ : - - .."’v . . ■ ■ v. ■' ' :

imaginations, incipient thoughts. In this last class we have
only the autobiographical portion of Thota&n Traherne is works, 
used in tills thesis .as- an example of religious precocity but 
m&lnly interesting for: the'rare xtoracterlxstioa of &n Intro- 
-■spective'child* ■ " : .....

It would be foolish to condemn seventeenth-century lit*. 
erature for not possessing qualities .which even iii this day 
of the science of childhood are but rudimentary. The fact 
must simply be accepted that biographies ©nd autobiographies 
of the seventeenth cent m y  are objective in nature, and that 
they .are usually. ..tributes' .to_,mon_ preeminent in either/- ' . ' -



xiii

scholarship or religion, sometimes both, as such likely to
extend the tribute as i'ar back into childhood.«s' possible. It
may• .be.: said-here-tJoat.serenteentb~c«Btury.• social history .•■
reveals apractical-, reason-s'or. emphasis on precocious 'devel-- -:
opment. Elisabeth Godfrey says, ... . ■

School days began early perforcei these children 
had not Buch time to waste, since the serious 

.. ■-business' of .life bes*a:sovsoon,• -It'was ..no uncommon
thing for a girl to bo married at thirteen, and a • 
boy usually .proceeded i r m  school to the imiver- ; 
glty -at .sixteen at the latest, often as early as 

. : . - . t w e l v e * ^ . : ' '
■ The-, sources • for.- this, thesis. indeed'b®nr out- that • - content %a&» •.;; •
Hot only:do children show very early indications of abilitys
they are not much later called upon to prove that ability*
Though this thesis is mainly Interested in early childhood
."rather - than, the period now known as adolescence but then not
separately thought of. It was noticed throughout the process
of reading that early maturity was not only a desirable but
a necessary .goal* - . : . .: :.. , , - • .■ , • . • -

Though the original desire .to - find.:.real children pro­
tray eti in biography modified itself into an acceptance of the 
prevalent emphasis upon piety and precocity, there remained ■ 
a hope that in a few of the .autobiographies and in'letters ■ 
and diaries there might be found accounts or even brief mention 
of childhoocl uncolored by the intense urge toward maturity * 
There sight conceivably be incidents or memories of childhood 
recorded for tzicir own saxes, here and therej the physical

3 Godfrey,



e M i d  Bight come in for attention, with respect, say to his 
clothes or M b health or M s  appearance; straight parental 
affection for the child In nis own small character might 
occasionally have found record; and parental affection expressed 
in discipline should surely appear In so disciplined an age.
The fourth chapter of the thesis contains the brief and scat­
tered reward of a search with those possibilities in mind.

References to the death of children stood out of their 
own accord from the beginning, suggesting such a compilation 
as the fifth chapter. It deals with'the more-or-less stock 
arguments which seem to have been offered to every grieving 
parent in order to induce him that death was a better thing 
for the child than life would have been. Here we return 
bodily to the first chapter with its discussion of the reli­
gious status of the generic child. The individual character 
of the deceased child receives no record except in John 
Evelyn1 s idealizations of his dead. Bichard and Mary, who were 
so good and so clever it is hard to believe in them.

Itoder these five categories then— the generic child, 
the religious child, the precocious child, the real child 
glimpsed (almost by mistake, we feel) and the dead child, 
the sources are disposed* If the intention had been to eon- 
vey a composite picture of actual cniichooa, to construct the 
average course of a childis life, the grouping would have 
been different. But the purpose was instead to detect the . 
ideas governing adult attitudes toward childhood. These five

* — -.-........ -



categories, ramblingly; and discursively, no doubt, represent 
the B&jor ideas detected*

To recapitulate, before offering the chapters with their 
illustrative material; The individual e M M  possesses no • 
character other than a set of traits common to all childrea 
and ■•in .the main undesirable with reference to any adult ideal 
of life* In proportion as he evinces progress toward such 
an adult ideal however he begins to attract adult interest 
and affection, and above all approbation* The chief avenues 
of progress* to be. expected in a century so involved in reli~ 
gious thought and in scholarship, are virtuous piety 
academic learning* The anxiety for the attainment Q£,+ 'yv: .:j.. 
responsible care for onets soul and for the access of intel­
lectual acumen erases interest in those activities and traits 
of early years which, seeming to conform to the common-child­
ish character, give no hint of any determining influence on 
the growing man other than a general effect of retardation* 
However, parents were parents then, and children were children 
in any century, which facts leak out occasionally in written 
manifestations of parental affection, worry, and amusement* 
Yet the adult writer fails to transmit a genuine revelation 
of childhood* neither his own cMidhood, nor another mam *a, 
nor the childhood of M s  own offspring comes wholly clear to 
us* The secret is that there is'nti effort in that direction* 
Thepotentialities of childhood being undreamed of, it is 
regarded as a period to be outgrown, outstripped as soon as

• '.—    — ......... - -.-— - ■



possible* To linger in it seems to tiie auu.lt an evil on any 
score, and to return to it, oven in fond memory, unthinkable* 
Consequently %e find very little sentiment about childhood 
in the seventeenth century* Even tne sincerest love to the 
individual child consistently loo&s past the present character 
to the promised goodness of the future man. Evelyn»s love 
of precocious little Richard, mho appears in several chapters 
of this thesis, was centered upon the child»s promise* On the 
whole it is the word promise which best * epitomises the seven. 
teenth-oemtury adult attitude to childhood* Yet it is not 
the promise of a cause in whose working one can see a vision 
of the effect to come; but a promise in the nature of a token 
of that which is destined to characterise the grown man— -in. 
fact a miniature and an image of adulthood*

___



As menticmed in the introductory chapter to 'this thesis* 
seventeenth-century biographical writings— nay all sevente^atih- 
century literature yet known to the writer— prove disappoint­
ing so far as evocation of normal childhood is concernM«' It 
seemed likely that some expression could be found for the 
underlying conceptions which accounted for' this neglect, con­
ceptions probably so generally taken for granted that they " 
were not in the seventeenth century checked against actual 
experience with children. The search for such expression 
ended in the work of clergymen, for the must part*

Treatments of the soul and of the earthly character of 
the generic child are introduced in the following order* First 
com® sew® examples of the original sin-original innocence 
controversy* with excerpts from Banyan and Jeremy Taylor* Hext 
come formal "characters* of ekiildhood by Earle and Half, still 
looking at childhood in a religious light* Third are brought 
in two extremists, the a-typical Thomas Traherne with nis 
idealisation of ini'ancy, set against a poem by Richard Baxter 
which exhibits disgust with infancy* The closing quotations 
deal with" the wh#® courae of life,-" and with the advisability 
of graduation from childhood betimes. Despite the range of

-1-



attitudes expressed toward the facts of childhood, the facts 
themselves are rather thorouglily agreed upon. Weakness, 
irrationality^ helplessness In managing either their bodily 
or their spiritual lives, animality, dependence, ignorance, 
are accepted as characteristic of childhood as a'whole.#' 
Whether innocent or tainted with sin, they are not religiously
responsible; no one but Traherne sets any positive value upon 
this tedious* unsettled, formless period of life; and its 
negative innocence is not enough to redeem its incapacity*
All agree that childhood has a fixed, accepted generic char­
acter* Absent from any Vtirsim of that Inevitable character
is';:eay recognition •'of the great'‘advantage ■gained. to the-deve!-"'- 
oped adult by this period of facile change, of ®&®y impres®-- ' ;v : ■ . ■ . ■ ■ . ■ ; ; : • " : - - ' - ■ V ; . -
ibility, of rapid adaptation— in fact, of softness.” But 
to these thinkers, childhood*s values, even its redeeming 
innocence, are negative, a  child id not trusted to hold within 
him sai'e principles of development. Bis flexibility, 
pliability, amount to a sort of nothingness wiiiclx adults
can turn to good effect by well-managed education; but without
the conscious effort of the adult, the child will probably
. ' ■ . • - : r,*/' ' ; V  '' v ' : ' ■  :come to no good end* Maturity is & thing nput on," just as

childish things are nimt away*11
Symbolic of this unchanging attitude to childhood is the

fact that among the hundreds of sketches of character-types so 
popular in the seventeenth century, Earle*s "A Child* in

descending to the juvenile level..







to reckon all children to be born eneai.es of God,: 
that is, bastards and not sons, heirs of hell a M  
damation, full of sin and wile corruption, when 
the holy scriptures propound children as iaitable 

, for their pretty innocence and sweetness, and 
declare .them rather heirs of heaven than hell.
"In malice b# children," ond' ̂ mless we become 
like to children^ we shall not enter into the king- 

' 'dom of heaw«a|M "their angels behold the. face of: 
their Father which is in heaven♦» Heaven is theirs,
Ctod is their Father, angels are appropriated to 
them; they are free from malice, and imitable by- 
men. These are better words than are usually given 
them? and signify that they are beloved of God,, 
not Mted, designed for Mswen, and born to it.
. . .  This does not call them naturally wicked, but 

' .ratiber/.naturally..innoeeiit**:'-^
lor is it,likely that infants are born dasned*

Is hell So easy a pain, or are the souls of chil­
dren so cheap, so contemptible a price, that God - 
should so easily throw them into hell? . . . .
Godis goodness Is-against this.5

Taylor evinces throughout M s  writings a tender affection for 
children @md a keen, sense of the blessedness of the family. 
His doctrine is conformable to that strand in M u  nature.

Yet John Bunyan*s love for M s  family was painfully 
intense, and he was a stern supporter.of the theory of orig­
inal sin* His Life and Death of Mi". Badm&n spends m a ^  pages 
in moralistic analysis of BacmaMs juvenile sins, getting
off to a running start with a blanket claim that the boy was . 
corrupted to begin with. The changes are rung upon this theme 
tliroughout the book. Badman was predestined to die unrepent­
ant, to waste the gooa influence of his virtuous parents, to 
bring ruin to his own tialldrea* It.was. all darkly visible

T ~ m
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in M s  n&mghty boyhood.
The samg dialogue of ‘Wiseiaan and Attentive proceeds as 

followst
Wiseman. I knew him of a Child. I was a man, 
w E e n n e 'was but a boy, and I made special obser­
vations of him from first to last . * :.;.and. first 
I will tell you, that from a Child he was very 
bad:; his very boginning was ominous^ and presaged, 
that no good end, was, in likelynood, to follow 
thereupon# There were several sins that he was 
given to, when but a little one, th&t manifested 
M m  to be notoriously infected with Original cor** 
roption;' for I dare say he learned none of the# frofi his Father or Mother; nor was he admitted t# 
go such ateoad among other Children, that were 
vile, to learn to sin of them* Say , eontrari- * 

w i s e ,  if at any time he did get abroad amongst 
others, he would be as the Inventor-of bad words, 
anti an example of bad actions* To them all he used 
to be,- as we say, the Ring-leader,.. and tester- 
sinner from a CMlde. ,
Attentive. This was a bad Beginning indeed, and 

■. aid aeiflonstrate that he was, as you say, diluted, - 
veiy much polluted with Original Corruption. For 
to speak ay mind freely, I do confess, that it is 
mine opinion, that Children come polluted with sin 
into the World, and that oft-times the sins of 
their youth, especially while they are very young, 
are rather by vertue of Indwelling sin,-than by 
examples that are set before them . . .

Wiseman goes on to adduce Scriptural arguments in favor of tills
position, concluding that innocence In babes would sake tneni
^incapable of Salvation by Christ; for non© but those that in
their own Persons are sinners, are to have Salvation by him.”?
Later the two discuss the comparative prospects of children
born to godly and to ungodly parents— and, more interesting,
the prospects of children born to a "mixed" marriage of the

6 Bunyhn, U
7 Ibid., p. hi.

PP» 28-hiO.



godly v/ith the ungodly. In tills case a sort of Mendelian 
ratio appears, a few being all good, more being all bad, mad 
the rest so confusing a compromise of sins and conscience 
that they can nowhere find harbor* As for the cniMren of 
godly parents, Wiseman is careful to posit that despite this 
advantage, wf h ^  areborn, as others, the children of wrath." 
and that 0draco cc«es not unto them as an InneritaiMS«*»8

B u t y m  admits that the prayers and instructions of godly 
parents may do much to preserve their babes from the pit* . 
In fact he strongly urges parents to fulfill their God-sent 
duty in this respect* It will'b e .found, in the succeeding 
chapter that the most frequently mentioned quality in a parent 
is M s  or her diligence to instruct children in the ways of 
God* To a parent believing in the dreadful idea here upheld 
by Bunyan, this sense of responsibility for la'new soul in . 
peril must Imvo been a powerfully compelling emotion*': Surely 
there mast have been a grim earnestness in the attempt to 
save a tainted infant soul from finding expression in tainted 
behavior* That infant *s; sole ghost of a ciiancG was & good 
life on tills earths Mit all the .cards were against a good 
life with the exception of the parentis godly influence upon 
his helplessness*

F. L* Janney in M s  dissertation on. -Childhood • in Fnglish 
Literature paraphrases the Puritan estia&te of childtood,^

B
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Another clergymm. Bishop Hall, touches upon weakness 
and innocence in childhood, though M s  meditation RUpon a 
Child Crying” uses cMldhood as a figure of speech* Halits 
volume of Occasional Meditations finds spiritual and moral 
symbolism in many other small things such as Upon the sting­
ing of a wasps Opon the crowing of a cock; Upon a fair- 
coloured fly; Upon a beech tree full of nuts; or Upon the 
occasion of a redbreast coming into his chamber. Into such 
pleasant company wanders the crying of a child, to be turned 
like the rest to edification* Because this little essay is 
not highly inspired it may be more likely to represent a 
typical religious attitude to childhood.

Hall deals with two outstanding childish qualities. 
Irrationality and sweetness of disposition* Ills first para­
graph is a compilation of facts about babynood which point 
up its silly, ridiculous plight*

■ It was upon great reason that the apostle charged 
us not to be children in understanding. What fools 
we all once are! Even at first we cry and smile, 
w© know not wherefore; we have not wit enough to 
make signs what hurt, or wnere we complain; we can 
wry the mouth, but not suck the -breast; and if we 
want help, we can only lament and sprawl and die. : 
After,. when same months have taught us to distin­
guish a little betwixt things and persons, .we.cry 
for every toy, even that which may most hurt us; . 
and when there is no other cause, we cry only to ' 
hear our own noiset and are straight stilled vtitii 
a greater; and if- it . be Imt upon the breeding, of'n >■: -
tooth, we are so wayward-that nothing will please 
us * . . Wo fear neither fire 2M>r water; nothing
scares us, but .either a rod or a feigned bugbear.
. * The. more- .that. our riper,: years, resemble these, i
dispositions, the more childish we are, and more 
worthy both of our own and others censure.



Small cause do we find here to respect. childhood. This is a 
gooci putting of the sort of tolerant' contempt which may have 
underlain the biographer*s neglect‘of childhood* But Hall 
has given only half the picture. The inability-to■act ration­
ally argues an inability to act sinfully* Children arc 
naturally gracious* . ' - h '

But here again* it was upon no lass reason.1 that.•
the apostle charges us to be children in malicious­
ness* Those little innocents bear no grudge; they 
are sooner, pleased than angry $ and if man have 
wronged them# let them but have given a stroke 
unto the nurse, to beat the offender, it is enough; 
at the same instant,they put forth tueir hand for 
reconcilement, and offer themselves unto those 

- ' arms that'trespassed. A M  when they, are-.most .
frowsrd, they are stilled with a pleasant song*
The old word is that *an old man is twice.a'child|- 
but I say, happy is he that is thus a. e M l a  always*
It is u great imperfection to want knowledge, but 
of the two, it is better to. be. u ciiiid in under­
standing, than a man in maliciousness
It is hard to got away from, this ̂ conventional dichotomy 

of the child-character; nor is it a fertile point of view.
Its currency acts to deprive childhood, real flesh-and-blood 
childhood, of any serious estia&ta in literature. Bishop 
Earle i s ciiaracter ”A Child® is instinct with it, though Earle 
makes hi® portrait far more concrete, lively, and vd.tty than 
any other reference to generic childhood*

A child, commences Earle, "is man in a >m&ll letter.® 
This epigram puts concisely one of the most mistaken of long- 
ago ideas about children* They were looked upon as miniature 
men. Even in physical structure the difference was conceived

i'6.. Hail. Works. Vol. X. d . 16U. : ' “
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as one of size only* ¥,r® are discovering that their mental 
and spiritual.structure likewise was considered but the faulty 
miniature of adult ways of thought. Childish manifestations 
which would not admit of this interpretation were simply not 
brought into the picture. The notion that the mania thought 
patterns owe anything to the childis thought patterns in a 
causal sense is not exploited. The transition from childhood 
to manhood is obscured, while the child is made to pose as 
an amusing or instructive model of adulthood. Of course there 
is a great deal of truth in the notion that the child resembles 
the man. But to us the resemblance is a matter of cause and 
effect. In the seventeenth century the resemblance seems to 
have been a matter of analogy.

Earle goes on to string together various plausible meta­
phors for childhood. He is "the best copy of Adam before he 
tasted of Eve or the apple . . . "  The analogy of the inno­
cent child with the innocent father of mankind is frequently - 
found* Taylor and Traherne, use it. It is akin to another 
metaphor, not stressed during this period, likening childhood 
to the golden age. Earleis next figure emphasizes the newness, 
the clearness, of the child. "He is nature»s fresh picture 
newly drawn , lav oil, which-time, and much handling, dims and 
defaces." Very similar is the tabula rasa theory which comes 
next: "His soul is yet a whit® paper unscrlbbled with obser­
vations of the world, wherewith, at length, it becomes a 
blurred iKitcloofs." - f ^ ' .
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Earl© novf resorts to aore.direct ebaraeterigation.-
He is purely happy, because lio knows no evil, nor 
hath made means by sin to be acquainted with misery*
He arrives IK)tvat th© mischief of being wise, nor 
endures evils to come, before seeing them. He kisses 
and loves all, and, when the smart of the rod is 
past, smiles on his beater,

Earle drives deeper and deeper the chief point, that the child t s
ignorance of the world makes him enviable, •

Nature and his parents alike dandle him, and tice 
him cm with a bait of sugar to a draught of worm- 1 
wood. He plays yet like a young tprentice the 
first day, and is not come to his task of melan­
choly. All the language he speaks yet is tears, 
and they serve him well enough to express M s  — 1 -
necessity. His hardest labor is M s  tongue, as if 
he were loth to use so deceitful an organ; and he 
is best company with it, when he can but prattle,
Vfe'laugh at M s  foolish sports, but his game is 
our earnest; and M s  drums, rattles, and hobby­
horses, but the emblems and mocking of man's 
business.

In t M s  last sentence the theory of the miniature man finds its
true application, for cMldren always mimic adult activities.
The last part of the character has a religious tinge.

His father hath writ M m  as M s  own little story, 
wherein lie reads those days of his life that he 
cannot remember, and sighs to see what innocence 
he has outlived. The older he grows he is aV stair 
lower from God; and, like M s  first father, much 

• worse in M s  breeches;'" He is the Christian's :
example, and the old man's relapse; the one Imi­
tates M s  pureness, and the other faiis into M s  
simplicity. Could he put off M s  body with M s  
little coat, he had got eternity without a burden, : :
and"exchanged but one heaven for another,^

Earle is throwing greater weight into the scales of innocence
than into the scales of rational infirmity, and foolishness.

14- _ 'Die character Is 'dUOttsul pracLicallj/ viiLirc, anuxu^tis own 
order, as found in coffin shd Witherspoon, Seventeenth 
Century Prose, p. 543.
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He betrays clearly a fondness tor little children, end close
.

acquaintance with the®* Childhood he thinks of as a little 
Island of ignorant blessedness, given men to lure them on to 
the dismal remainder of life. Surely Earle Is speaking for 
contrast when he speaks of adult life solely in terms of dim­
ness, defacedness, blur; of acquaintance with sin and misery; 
of foresight of evil; of wormwood; of melancholy, deceit, 
vanity* Earle finds the cnilti attractive because he has not 
yet undertaken the immense task in which he is foredoomed to 
fail. In a sense, Earle mildly advocates a return to child­
hood., The father returns by contemplating his small son. The 
Christian returns by copying his innocence* The old man, 
like a child, divests himself of the encumbrances of active 
life. ■■ ■' - - - -

Taylor, Hall, and Earle have all ®&de capital of the. childts 
innocence, considered quite generally* Thomas Traherne went 
far beyond them. To these three clerics, the purity of child­
hood connoted aerely the absence of worldly stain. Traherne, 
on tlie other hand, urges a positive splendor in childhood.
In infancy, he believes, the spiritual senses apprehend the 
world aright* In very actuality, on this earth,, the child 
dwells in the Kingdom of God, The dimming, defacing, blurring 
to which Earle is resigned is to Traherne the great tragedy 
of civilised life. Childhood is intended by God to be the . 
guide of the growing man. The pure glory of which the very 
young child is c o n s c i o u s o r  at least of which the mystic



Traherne was conscious in infancy> is the true aspect of the
universe. Bad education and uninspired adults, inducting
the child into dark practical life, destroy the most precious
thing a child possesses, M s  God-given capacity to enjoy the
world. ConsequentJly Traherne la an earnest believer in the
necessity for an actual spiritual return to childhood, to that
condition in which the spiritual senses were as yet unimpaired.

Our Saviouris meaning, when He said. He'must be 
born again and become a little cliild'that will ■

' enter intothe Kingdom of Heaven is deeper far 
than is generally b e l i e v e d . I t  is not only in a 
careless reliance upon Divine Providence, that we 
are to become little children, or in the feeble­
ness and shortness of our anger and simplicity of 
our passions, but in the peace and purity of all 
our soul, which purity also is a deeper thing v 
than is commonly apprehended. For we must dis­
robe ourselves of all false colours, and unclothe, - . 
our souls of evil habits; all oui* thoughts must be 
infant-like ana clear | the powers of our soul - - ̂  ; v
free from the leaven of this world, and disen~

, tangled fr'om. men i s 1 eooceits and custoaa. . . . go 
those things would appear to us only which do to 
children when they are first born. ambitions, 
trades, luxuries,inordinate affections, casual 
and .incidental riches invented since the fall, 
would be gone, and only those tilings appear, which 

* did to Adam in Paradise, in the same light and in 
the same colours $ God in His works. Glory in the 
light. Love in our parents, men, ourselves, and 
the face of Heavens Every man naturally seeing 
those things,. to„the enjoyment of w M c h  he is 
naturally born.-15

It is unnecessary to cavil with Traherne ts philosophical posi­
tion— with his association, for example, of mental clarity 
with an embrace of infinity, or of his ascription to infancy 
of full-fledged thought. W a t  is important is to note that

15 Trhherne^ pp. 155-156.







advances them nowhere in their aim to be distinguished from
beasts* : ■ , . . ■■■. . : ■■ , . v . ■ .. y

Neither must we think, tlmt the life of a Man.:begins 
when he can f @ M  liimself, or walk alone, when he 
can fight, or beget his like;, for so he is contem­
porary with' a camel, o r .a cow; but he is first a . 
man when he comes to a certain, steddy use of reason, 
according to his proportion, and when that is> all 
the world of men cannot tell precisely > . ♦, for tlie 
life of a man comes upon M m  slowly and insensibly . ,

Then follows one of Taylor's most justly famous metaphors, * 
in which the gradual emerg^ac® of maturity, of "life," of 
manhood, is compared to a glorious but slow-creeping dawn*
How significant it is that childhood is not itself the morn­
ing, but the night which the morning of manhood succeeds in 
overwhelming* V .; -

Sir.Thomas Browne,.a sovereign neglecter of. childhood in 
his writings, includes in his Christian Morals strong advice 
not to retard the progress from one "age" to another*

Confound not the distinctions of thy Life which 
Nature hath dividedt that is. Youth, Adolescence,. 
Manhood, and old Age, nor" in these divided periods, 
wherein thou art i n ,a manner Four, conceive thy­
self but One• Lot every division be happy in its 
proper virtues, nor m e  vice run tnrougtLam. Let 
each distinction have its salutary transition, and 
'critically deliver thee from the imperfections of A  
the former, so ordering the whole, that Prudence •- 
and Ylrtue may have the largest section* Do as a 
Child but w ^ n  thou art a c h i M y  a M  ride not on 

- a reed at twenty. He who hath not taken leaver of ,,. :\ 
the follle® of his Youth, and in M s  maturer state 
scare® got out of that division, disproportionately 
divideth his Days, crowds up the latter part of his 
Life, and leaves too narrow a corner.for the Age 17

17 ' 'Tavlor - S e i e c t i o n s pp - '41-4^7'--''T&en from Holy living/



of.-Wlsdoe, ; $q . t e W  r o w  - to be a Man scares . '
longer thBi&toe bath been a Youth, Bather than to 
aake this confusion, anticipate the Virtues.oi 
Age, and live long without the infirmities of it.So may- *at • thou . bo , cootanebus unto thy Elders,
and o Father unto thy contemporaries.

So Brown would carry evenjfarther the principle of putting
away childish things. To be wise a man must #put seay*" even
- his prime, in order to anticipate old sg®. Browne'.' tolerates'
childhood within Its bounds, but . there Is nothing desir- .
able about it, nothing to male doe regret. graduation .frm 'It.

Brotm^s clean breaks between*-the hypothetical divisions
of life are less realistic than Taylorts alow gradation. Yet
both agree on the paramount desirability* of leaving childhood*
severely behind as a period- relatively unserviceable. . John
Mi Item infuses even greater warmth Into tii&t paragraph of ’ .
-.V.y- I- ',L : l:; V  ■ . - . r:::-;--,■his Tractate on Education whicn describes tne ideal to be
held before the boys in )xis school.

, • The main .skill.and groundwork will be .to temper. 1- - . ' .
then such lectures arid explanations Upon every 

■:. x •: onporttmlty ■. &s:- ■ eay -lead.: a M . . draw- -theta in willing 
■. - obedience; inflamed with the study of learning 

. ; and the admiration of virtue, stirrea .up with high
■ • hopes of living to be" brave'men and" worthy" .patriots'^ V'v"-' 

dear-to Q»d) joah famous, to nil ages; that .they may,,.. - .
: . . - despise mid scorn all their'-cnildish and ill~tau^it 

: qualities* to delight in manly sn'i liberal exer- ■
" eises— which he who hath''the art and proper elo- , '

-' . quenco to catch them, with, what with slid and
effectual persuasions," end" wb&t with' tne" itttimatioh-"

= , off.some fear, - if. need be, but c-uiefly by M s  own
example, might -in a short space ' of ' time gain * them' -.* - 

: v. to mi -incredible diligohee. aM;,courage,. infusing . ;i . * i 
into their young breasts such an ingenuous and noble '

' ardor • as.-would- not fail t o . - am^r of them

18'"" Brov;ne, Works. Yol.' Ill, fp.; SIS. ■
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renowned and matehlesL m e n .^

Whether the child is originally guilty or originally: 
innocent, all these Y.Titers -with the exception of Traherne 
agree cm the dangerous weakness, the infirmity, of childhood* 
To Taylor that weakness is appealing, to Baxter it is prac­
tically loathsome. Whether predisposed to  goodness or to 
sin, the child is ignorant— ignorant of its status in the 
universe; ignorant of its present peril; ignorant of the hard 
life which, ten-to-one, faces it; ignorant of its’ soul. In 
contrast to this powerlessness, this blindness,: this faulty 
adjustment to fact, the ideal of maturity glows with strength* 
(lodis blessing nay lie upon the child; but upon the man that 
blessing lies not merely abstract but implemented. All baste 
must be made to put away childish things, that one may become 
a man*

It is not so much the t r u th  or falsehood, wisdom or 
unwisdom of these dicta on childhood which concern us as the. 
monopoly these ideas exert. This basic concept, partly prac­
tical, partly religious, which brands enildhood as of no 
p o s itiv e  v a lu e , as a retarding factor, and as a condition in 
which i t  is  undesirable to Unger, muffles in te re s t  in child­
hood* Taking it fox- granted that such ideas as those quoted 

in this chapter were the accepted ones, it is not surprising 
to  f in d  life Y friters  unenthusiastic about the childhood, of

la . Milton, . 0n-;Mucatf on'. p« "'seT
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those tvhos® lives they wrote* There is essentially nothing 
in this sort of generalization ahomt childhood to lure one 
to think constructively about it. Since the seventeenth 
century m a n a g e  to get along without realizing how important 
the childhood of each man had been in his development, biog­
raphy naturally got along without spending space and attention 
on cloudy recollections of that lost— and well lost—  -
age of life. Whatever the effect may have been upon the 
daily happiness of individual boys and girls, contempt of 
childhood and attachment to an ideal of maturity were fruit­
ful attitudes in that century— fruitful of *renowned and 
matchless men.*















husband do not suggest sued fortitude. They are simple and
domestic, and they frequently refer to the cnlldren, all
young at the tlB@$ Lady BrUliana is most famous letters are
those written subsequently11 to one of her sons at Oxford* Mow,
however, Ned is just a little boy convalescent from a «ruse.*

* . • but now®, I thank® God, he is better and begins 
to be merry. : He inquires - for Jhon Walls.comelng 
dome; for he thinkes he will brings him a letter.
I must desire you to send me downe a littell Bibell 
for him. He would not let me be in peace, tell I 
promised him to send for on. He %egings now to 
delight In reading). and timt is the booke’ I would
have him place ibis delight In.9 : ;
•* ' . - ' -' *<* . . " • - - ' ■ • ' ■

She goes on to report thatTom has a "great cold,« and that 
baby Brill has two teeth, thus appropriately mingling her 
motherly concern for the health both of their bodies and of 
their souls* ■ r;- : ■ .• l.:. v.

another heroine of the Civil Wars, Lucy Apsley Hutchinson, 
left with M r  blogra#^ of her h u s b « W  a "Fragment” of auto- 
biograpiiy which breaks off with the arrival. of her younger 
sister. She seems to have been a beautiful-child who exper­
ienced even in infancy a general- mental flowering. Some of 
her juvenile feats point to considerable religious training, 
but they are not evidence of any early access of religious 
emotion. She lauds her parents ..for the advantages they put 
in her way, for the rich education she received. They com­
menced their care for her. mind very early. v,:„ w  v.: > v:n.-

9 Quoted in Goafrey. op; clt.."up. lai-u2w



the tisie I was four years ©Id I read English 
perfectly, and having a great memory, I was carried 
to sermons; and while I was very young could remem­
ber and repeat them exactly, and being caressed,

, the love of praise tickled me, and made me attend 
more heedfully*^0

This trait .partakes of pride rather than of piety though Lucy
tells us that she embraced doctrine when very young, though
without any great "sense of Uod."

It pleased God that, through the good instructions 
of my mother, and the sermons she carried me to,
1 was convinced that the knowledge of God was the 

• most excellent study* and accordingly applied 
myself to it, and to practise as I was taught•
I used to exhort my mother »s maids much, .and to - .
turn their idle discourses to good subjects; but 

' I thought, when I had done this on the Jtordls. 
day and every day performed ^  due tasks of reading 
and praying, that then Ii was free to anything that 
was not sin.1*:.;; v.\ v.- .  ̂ /

The little prig Lucy, was grounding herself firmly in religion,
despite these calculations* Though tide very maids she "exhorted"
on Sunday filled her. sago little weekday head.v/ith romantic
confidences ana gossip and frivolous stories, and though she
was really much fonder of her lessons than of the knowledge
of God, yet she voluntarily set a value upon religious thought
when she was a childjr anti the habit became deeply ingrained.

The finest Puritan fervor Inspired the home of Samuel
and Susannah Wesley, parents of the Evangelist John Wesley*
Their large family was really an eighteenth century family,
as the couple were married in 1680, but the theories which

15"11 ttuiehmsen,
Hutchinson^ on. cm

pi 14.- 
p. 15*





Her subdued and mortifiei children %ore exceedingly forWamte
that , she ruled m t  out of a pure love •or. .power* ,cWt:.@*&..@f .
honest persuasioB. that her zsethod way right and good* .A child
was safe imder teui wrMLSMi, a M  piety«: of such, a parent. Gh#
reminds John of the •..meehanie&l:: ai4».. to ■;r e M g i o n , strict'ly -■
®af©reed in her. home* . . - v , •-

The cMldren. of.- this.„family < were ..taught, as soon as 
they could speak, the Lordis Prayer, which they were 
.'.■ade-.:to■ say at rising and bed-time constantly;, to 
which, as they grew bigger^ were added a short 
prayer for their parents, and so»e collects, a 
aliort cateehisa^ and some portion of Scripture, as 

. their memories could bear* . . .: . ■
: . They were very. early made . to dimti%mi&h • . ' :

Sabbath from other days^: before could well ,
speak - or..go-* •'.They..irjyre ■ as>.anon-.taught t# be- s t i M  .. 
at family prayers# and to b s k  a blessing immediately 
after, which they used to do by signs, before tuey 
could kneel or speak. v;.;!.: ' /

The Wesley house burned d o w ,  disturbing ;this admirable routine
The children were temporarily, v®ttfspersed”. into various other .
families. Beunion brought na strict reform.”
, rr and then was begun tiie custom of singing :

psalms at beginning and leaving school, morning and 
... evening* . Then also that, of a general retirement; - ; % 

at five of clock was entered, upon, when the oldest 
; ; took the. youngest that could speak, and.the second ■ 

the next, to whom they read, the Psalms for the day, 
and a chapter in the How -.Testament; as in the morn­
ing th^y were directed to read the Psalms and a 

.chapter in the Old,;after which they went to their 
private prayers, before they got their breakfast,

. - , or came into the family* And, I thanii God, the: 
custom is still preserved among us.*2

15 Mrs.Wesleyis letter to John is given in full in Joim 
Wesleyis Journal.ypp* oUO-92, ' '









tribute to the pious training enjoyed in youth by the divines 
of who® he writes# 
that the boy becam
an education worthy of. his. talents, he - tells us that

Of looker, having recounted how it was
/ / ■■ : V.:.-;.-: : - .

the protege of a bishop and hence received

in the mean time Ills Parents and Master laid a founda­
tion for hi® future happiness, by instilling into 

'his soul the seeds of piety, those conscientious 
principles of living and fearlng.God, o f a n  early 
belief that he knows the very secrets of our souls;

\ . • .■These seeds of piety were so seasonably planted,
•and >0 continually watered with,the daily dew of<
G o d *s blessed tipirit, that his infant virtues grew» ; 
into such holy habits, as did make- him - grow dally - -ti 

: into more and more favor te>th.with Sod" and man * # k-1?
raltoriis life of Sanderson mentions the aid given to his’imiate
2y fblossod temper” by ”his prudeht/Father * s good eaiample; *
; ; : ®nd by frequent conversing with him, and scatter*;

ing short apothegms and little pleasant stories, 
yy and-making useful applications of the®, M s  sem v : , 

was in Infancy taugiit to abhor Vanity and Vic® as 
monsters, and to-dlscern*-the loveMness; of T/isdoa . » 
and Virtue . . .^O

Walton makes no closer approach to childhood than these vague 
and flattering ascriptions of piety from infancy#

John Bramstonts autobiography contains a brief character 
of M s  deceased wife in which the outstanding virtu® is her 
zeal for her children*s religious welfare# The whole charac­
ter follows— scarcely a fervent comment#

She was a virtuous and rclligious woesan, a/aost.
, ;careful iMulgent mother. t o . her children, instructed 
. In the Church® Catichis®e, teaeMnge the® the 
, Lordi s - Prayer, the Commandments, and.-the Cre®de,:

19 Walton, iiiveg. p. 160T#
20 Ibid.. pToST*
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under "clods of earth,« because it was not natural. The 
biographers of Nicholas Ferrar however regard the comfort as 
natural, the "temptation" as the special dispensation*
John Bruen* s soul could know God only by belying its own

. ' . .. ' ' 'infant obscurity, but wo feel that Kxcnolas had always a soul
as fair and bright as his golden hair. ;

Much the same, impression as of one born to,holiness
greets us in John Evelyn * s life of Margaret Blagge Godolphin,
a young woman with whom he was closely acquainted during the
seven years before her unfortunate death at twenty-five.
Evelyn's comments on her childhood are vague tributes rather
than facts; he stresses her babyhoou religious instruction,
saying that by her "excellent mother" she was "as early » :
instituted in the fear of God as she could a p e a k . A t  the
age of "eleaven” she was ripe for confirmation. Evelyn
tells us how seriously Margaret regarded this milestone in
her life. It seems to have sobered her permanently * She
began to govern her life according to a strict regimen of
devotions and abstinences. Long before, she had felt t h e ,
benefit of her firm religious "institution;” for as a mere
child she was exposed to "Beperye" in France while there in
the company of the Countess of Guilford. It is with pride
that Evelyn is able to report her steadiness in her own faith*

And this minds me of what I h#v@ heard, that 
being frequently tempted by that Bygott

39 Evelynt The Llie or Mrs. Goaolphin. o. 8. .
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protielitessu to go to Masse and be a papist, 
our young Saint would not be persuaded to it, but 
asserted her better faith with such reatiinessti 
and constancy, as (according to the argument of 
that keen Religion) caused her to bo rudely treated, 
and menaced by the Countess; soe as she was become 
a Confessor and almost a Martyr before she was 
7 years old* This passage I have from herselfe 
and she would relate it with pretty circumstances.^0

One may well feel disappointed that no «pretty circumstances» 
surrounding tills or any other event in Margaret is devout 
early childhood have come down to us. There is greater full­
ness In the account of her second great temptation, which 
she weathered as.well as she had the first. At twelve1 she 
became a member of the Court of Charles II. Surely that was 
an anomalous situation for a child of her-sober and retired 
interests. Evelyn assures us that her virtue “preserved her 
steady in that giddy station."41 gh@ protected herself by 
an even stricter personal routine with a code of rules to aid 
her in avoiding the stain of so dissolute a court. Fortu­
nately Evelyn is able to quote the rules entire. Under them 
she not only grew in grace herself during her seven years at 
court, but was distinctly an influence for good there. Evelyn 
waxes eloquent in her praise:

WhatI shall I say, she like a young.Apostless beganto plant Religion in that barren Soyle? Arethusa
pass id thro all those turbulent waters without soe
much as the least staine or tincture in her Christall4? * .

Margaret is observance of private and public devotions was

i., pp. 8-ti
r» p * ?,L* > P* I4 *
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rigld. Her preoccupation with life*s sombre and serious . 
aspects is proved by some meditations on death which she took 
the trouble to write down. But Evelyn points out that these 
ways of life came easily to Margaret* They represented her 
honest desires* There was nothing forced about her piety.

After all this unusual religiosity it is a satisfaction 
to learn that Margaret was lively, attractive, cheerful, 
witty, skllfull in conversation with those she considered 
worthy. Since she was able to make herself loved as well 
as admired, it is no wonder that sh© was "looked upon as a
little miracle,"43

In this chapter we have com# upon several passages in
which childhood is shown to have conformed to the religious 
standards set for the grown man. Each example has carried 
the implication that the childts religious experience, was a 
departure from its status as a child, and an assertion of its 
status as a soul. Accordingly, the circumstances, "pretty" 
or otherwise, which would have made more vivid to us the exact 
calibre of the child1s spiritual emotion are suppressed, and 
its religious behavior is recorded in stock terminology*

It is understandable that forgotten.childhood.should 
yield to biography nothing but glimmerings of the man or 
woman to come; but it is a little more difficult to go the 
whole way with those parents of the seventeenth century who

43 Ibid.* D. 14;.T̂ " ' ' ' * ; ---------— ---- -
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forced their children into premature development, as if in 
emulation of the pious childhoods found in books. Despite 
the intense fatherly affection of John Evelyn, his grief- 
stricken sketch of little Richard bears witness to an over­
anxiety for the boyis eonf©ratty to religious and educational 
pattern. Some parents love their children from moment to 
moment for what they aret other parents love primarily the 
promise of what the child is to become. Their parental emo­
tion rests heavily on hopes, expectations, plans* Such a 
father was John Evelyn.

Little Richard was of course an actual prodigy, not a 
normal child. His five short years were crammed with learn­
ing and with quick conformity to adult v a u e s . To Evelyn 
it must have been a comfort,vthat sine# the child had to die, 
his. time had been so well spent. . Richard took to heaven a 
soul not only retaining its original innocence, but reinforced 
with the purest parts of human piety and learning. To us it 
is rather pitiful that Richard should have in effect been 
denied M s  childhood# - - •' • -

Evelyn say* that he can never think of 1652, birth- 
year of both Richard and Margaret GodolpMn, without *a mix­
ture of different passions# because of #th t Child whose 
early hopes you have often heard me deplore the loss of, nor 
doe I yett remember M m  without emotion;#4^ Surely Evelynis

44 Evelyn', sSL» P* b#
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eulogy of 11chard at his death in 1656 is his most emotionally 
ehsrgeti piece of w rlt ln g ,4 5  unless it be a similar outburst 
upon the death of his n in e te en -ye ar-o ld  daughter Mary. Yet 
what Evelyn signalizes in Hichard is the absence of childish­
ness in him. He outlines a course of study which the modern 

high-school child would find irksome; yet Richard cried when 
he could not have more. He was «a prodigy for wit and under­
standing; for beauty of body a very angel; for endowment of 
mind, of incredible and rare hopes.n His **endowment of mind0 
is well indicated by his linguistic accomplishments and his 
"disposition to  mathematics.0 His education was not entirely 
secular, of course*

As to his piety, astonishing were his applications 
of Scripture upon occasion, ana his sense of God; 
he had learned all his Catechism early, and under­
stood the historical part of the Bible and the New 
Testament to a wonder* ' • . .  These and the like 
illuminations far exceeding M s  age and behaviour, 
cannot but leave impressions in me at the memory 
of him. When one told him how many days a Quaker 
had fasted, he. re p lie d  that was no wonder; for 
Christ had said that man should not live by bread 
alone, but by the Word of God.

Richard "declaimed against the vanities of the world before 
he had seen any." He would request his visitors to kneel with 
him in some corner to pray. Like the other good children we 

have met, he was "tender under rebuke." "How thankfully would 
he receive admonition!" writes Evelyn; "how soon be recon­

c ile d !  * He was full of serious curiosity. Ho was a lovable

iS  Evelyn. D ia ry . V o l. I. p u . bdl-o44. ---------*
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the Puritan parent might be said to work to* eradicate inherent 
evil in the child, while Anglican parents worked to preserve 
Inherent innocence* ;

Though Thomas Traherne became an Anglican clergyman. M e  

hyper-intense religious experience in childhood cannot be 
classed with any contemporary school of religious tnougbt*
His mysticism is his alone, unless its affinity-with-Pluto 
be recognised* Its outstanding points were advocacy of joy 
in God, and elevation of childhood as the spiritual model for 
the human soul*

The third of Traherne*s Centuries of Meditations consists 
of his spiritual autobiography, commencing with the first 
opening of his eyes in this world. Although there had been 
a period of forgetfulness, Traherne claims a phenomenal memory 
of infancy* His poetry is even more explicit witn respect to 
his apprehension of the universe when as yet he could dis­
tinguish nothing but light• Even more astounding than his 
remembering the light is his memory of joy in tne lightj for 
Traherne*s prodigyhood was emotional as well as mental* He 
describes for us internal states of mind, not external facts, 
he lets us see the world through, nis own infant eyes, of 
course his thesis is that he tnen saw the world narlgnt,* that 
the glory investing all tilings tnen was their proper attribute, 
and that- such an unspoiled vision should be the aim of every 
Christian. His rapturous account of nis first bright years, 
to about the age of four, gives way to a regretful study of





—54-

All tears, and quarrels vrere hidden from mine eyes* 
Everything was at rest, free and immortal. I knew 
nothing of sickness or death or rents or exaction, 
either for tribute or bread* In the absence of 
these I was entertained line an Angel with the 
works of God in their splendor ana glory, I saw 
all in the peace of Eden; Heaven and Earth did sing my Creator ts praises, and couJUi not make more 
melody tu Adam, than to me. All Time was Eternity, 
and a perpetual Sabbath. Is.it not strange, that 
an infant should be heir of the whole World, and 
see those ay stories which the books of tne learned 
never unfold?*®

the child«s "knowledge* would have been more interesting to  

us today had Traherne not so thoroughly read religious sig­
nificance into the undifferentiated pleasure he at first took 

in life. The important thing is that he remembers, the sense 
of endless happiness* Only later do angels, Eden, Adam, 
Sabbath, transform  the memory*

He gives us one paragraph of more specific joys,
. . .  the gates were at first the end of the 
world. The green trees when I saw them first through 
one o f the gates transported and ravished me, their 
sweetness ana unusual beauty made my heart to leap, 
and almost mad with ecstasy, they were such strange 
and wonderful things.*7

The child*s norizon is being widened. Nowhere else in seven­
teenth-century literature is there any such intimate record 
of that important aspect of childhood, the constant impact 
of new things. Sucn experiences are taken for granted— and 
would be here taicen for granted were it not that to Traherne 
his ecstasy over the green trees was a religious emotion.

urieb o a t lo a s . pp. 151-152.4 6 Traherne. Cent 
47 Ibid., p. 152.



Such emotions were not Indefinitely perpetuated, dov.1 ever, 
the necessary process of adaptation to an everyday world was 
fatal to spirituality.

The first Light which snined in my Infancy in its 
primitive and innocent clarity was totally eclipsed$ 
insomuch that I was fain to learn all again. If 
you ask me how it was eclipsed? Truly by the cus­
toms and manners of men, which H a g contrary winds 
blew it out$ by an innumerable company of other 
objects, rude, vulgar, and worthless things, that 
like so many loads of earth and dung did over­
whelm and bury it: by the impetuous torrent of
wrong desires in all otners whom I saw or imew that 
carrieu mb away and alienated me from it: by a
wnole sea of othvr matters and concernments that 
covered and drowned it: finally by tae evil
influence of a bad education that did not foster 
and cherish it. All men*a thougnts and woras were 
about other matters. They all prited new things 
which I did rot dream of. 1 was a stranger sna 
unacquainted with them; I was little ana reverenced 
tnelr authority; I was weak, ana easily guided by 
their example: ambitious also, and desirious to
approve myself unto tnem. And finding no. one . 
syllable in any mauls mouth of those things, by 
degrees tney vanished,- ray thougnts (as indeed 
.what is more floating than a thought?).were blotted 
out: and at last all tne celestial, great, ana
stable treasures to which I was born, as wholly 
forgotten, as if they baa never been.^O .

Rare likewise is such an analysis of the childts situation 
before its educators: knowing little, awed, Imitative, fond
of praise and'attention* But unique is Traherne is condemna­
tion of education, M s  conviction that the child possesses, 
even prior to the educative process, a grasp of tim world 
which is superior to the mundane attitudes now to be drilled 
into him. The educators wera successful in remodeling the

46 Ibid..P. 157.



dreamy boy by their own pattern, however, and he entered upon
a decade of profitless weariness in "a comfortless wilder*-
ness full of thorns and troubles.'*49 They hau driven out of
him nthe very brightness of the Glory of God,,,&0 but they
could not make him set a value on the things they had given
him as substitutes* He was "swallowed up1' in a "miserable
gulf," but he says,."Yet sometimes . . .  I snould come a
little to myself, so far as.to.feel I wanted something . . ."51
The finest instance of that mood is described in an anecdote
akin to that of Nicholas Ferraris temptation, but the comfort
Traherne draws is derived directly from nature« It is tne
most intimate expression of a cniidts inner mind at a specific
moment encountered in this study*, ...

Another time in a lowering and sad evening, being 
alone in the field, when all things were dead and 
quiet, a certain want ana.horror fell upon me, 
beyond imagination. The 'unprofitableness and silence 
of tne place dissatisfied me; its wideness terrified 
me. How did I know but dangers migut suddenly 
arise from the East* ana invade, me from- tne unknown 
regions beyond the seas? I w&s weak ana a little 
child, and had forgotten there a man alive in 
the earth. Yet something also of nope ana expecta­
tion comforted me from every border * This taught, 
me t h atl was concerned in all tne world; and that 
in tne remotest borders fcho causes of peace delight 
me, and the beauties of the earth when*seen were 
mace to entertain mo; that I was made to hold a 
communion with the secrets of Divine Providence 
in ali the world; that a remembrance of all the 
joys I had from ay birth ought always to be with

4LU * } p « 10 *
50 p* 102#
51 *, p* 162.
5R p. 168#



So he goes on to derive to® lesson inherent in that hour of 
mingled fear anu comfort. Inis is our sole picture of a child 
alone in the out-of-doors in seventeenth-century literature, 
there is undoubtedly significance in the coincidental intro­
duction of childhood and nature into literature at the time 
of the-Romantic movement, though that consideration has little 
part in this thesis.

Tuu ’’varieties of religious experience" in childhood 
as noted in seventeenth-century biography we have found to 
occupy a considerable portion of toe entire space allotted, 
to childhood. V’e have fount*. examples of the home curriculum 
of religious education, witn emphasis on Bible reading, mem­
ory work, and prayer. We have met many earnest parents, 
accepting too responsibility for their children's souls. ?:« 
have met several children, some innocently pious, some tor­
tured with guilty consciences, but all with an early "sense 
of Goa." The fundamental religious bias of the seventeenth 
century accounts for the fact that ala. toese manifestations 
are uncritically recorued. Tnere is no attempt to study 
the precise form religion assumed in a particular mind, there 
is (naturally) no psychology. Especially noticeable is tulst 
that these instances are postulated upon relatively stable 
concepts both of childhood ana of religious experience. Even 
tnough such anecdotes as are herein quoted may represent tne 
nearest approximatioa to living portrayal of toe child in 
biography, they ore not, with the exception of Traherne, very
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highly Individualized. This is because the harmonization of 
religion *itn tne daily physical and social life of the cxiild 
is wholly untouched— again, with the. exception of Traherne* 
How coula ouch a harmony^, or disharmony, be stuuied, when no 
record of tlie child had survived except for claims and proofs 
of his piety?



CHAPTER III
Asggsa ft o f  K H u u m m

The seventeenth century exhibited a strong will to 
maturity. In children such maturity, r,e gather, came in two 
closely related parts: maturity of soul, which led to firm
grounding in religion; and maturity of mind, which on the 
negative side meant "putting away childish things" and on 
the positive side eagerness and industry in academic study*

The great desideratum of childhood was a capable, ear­
nest grasp of life, a firm hold. A child was a flotsam thing, 
mirthful, capricious, noisy, self-centered, rapia of change. 
All the useless casting about characteristic of immaturity 
was a token of unsettled formlessness, incompleteness* Its 
chief expression was play. To graduate from the necessity for 
play was cause for rejoicing. Even more encouraging was a 
child is willingness to assume adult ways of life.. Symbolic of 
adult ways was learning.

Book-learning was launched in prattling days, with Latin 
grammar invading the child is leisure at five or six, often 
earlier. As in the case of religious instruction, we are 
frequently given in biography the curriculum of study, some­
times an outline of daily routine. Lady Falkand, Lettlce
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Moprieon, was brought up in a regular alternation of activities, 
her chaplain tells us.

That her time might not be mia-spent nor her employment 
tedious to her. the several hours of the day had a 
variety of employments assigned to tnem; ana the 
intermixture of praier, reading,, writing, working 
and walking, brought a pleasure to each of them in 
their courses; so that the day v:as carried about 
faster than she would, and she begins in this her 
youth to abridg herself of her sleep, and was 
ofttimes at a book in her closet, when sho vvâ  thought 
to be in bed.l

Mrs. Wesley gives in some detail the school life of the VTesley 
home, with especial attention to the inception of learning
on the day after the fifth birthday in each ease, when the 
alphabet was taught.

The way of teaching was tnis: The day before a
child began to learn, the house was set in order, 
every oneis work appointed them, and a charge 
given that non® should com® into the room from 
nine till twelve, or from two till five, which,- 
you know, were our school hours. One day was 
allowed the child wherein to learn its letters, 
and each .;f them did in that time know all its 
letters, great and small, except Molly anti IJancy, 
who were a day anti a half before they knew them 
perfectlyt for which I then thought them very

From that day they were kept steadily at their work, "never 
leaving till perfect in their lessen, wer3 it snorter or 
longer." Nor was there provision for recreation curing senool 
hours.

There was no such thing as loud talking or playing 
allowed n f $ but every one was kept close to their

1
2

T. Duncan, The Holy life ana Death of hetice. Vl~Coun$_ess 
Falkland, quoted in Godfrey, on. clt.. p. 104.
Mrs. Wesleyis letter to John. The Journal of the Rev.
Tohn Wesley, p. 391. • ■
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bus inti 3 b for the six hours of school. And it Is 
almost incredible, what a child may be taught in 
a quarter of a year, by a vigorous application, if 
it have but a tolerable capacity, ana good health .
• . » Rising out of their places, or going out of 
the room, was not permitted unless for good cause; 
and running into the yard, garden, or street, with­
out leave, was always esteemed a capital offense.’5
Slightly more genial was the atmosphere of tnat earlier

household of the Ferrers at Little Gidding. The regimen at the
schoolhouse, which had been formerly.na fair dove house*
was strictly ordered, but the curriculum itself seems joyful*

The old gentlewoman set herself down in a chair, 
and this was her constant place for most part of 
the time any were there, and some or other of her 

:: daughters* her grandchildren were always there.
Others, as young or old, and such as were too 
young to go to school, yet sat there, and in great 
silence, either at their book or otherwise: and
the others, some to their needlework, other# to 
learn what they were to say the next day. And each 
hour had commonly some employment or other for them;

. the making the concordance, their singing, their . 
playing on their instruments, their writing, cipher­
ing and so never idle.4 .

Nicholas Ferrar decreed some play, however.
They had rules and times even for their recreations, 
and.they had places for running and vaulting and 
shooting at butts with bows and arrows. On Thurs­
day and Saturday part of tne afternoons were . 
allowed the children for those pastimes, that the 
bow might n o t .stand bent continually.5

lot always was there even this much concession made to the
childis need for play. Education was meant to wean the boy
and girl away from childish things as soon as possible, not
to humor and pamper the outstanding defect of immaturity,

Ibid., p. “bShT *“—
John Ferrar, op..oft..p. 39.
tor. Jebb. o d. cit.. u. 230.
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I find him duller to learn this year than last 
which would discourage one but that I think the 
cause to be M s  too much minding Play v.hich takes 
off his mind from his books; therefore they do 
ill that do foment and cnerish that humour in a 
child and by inventing new sports increase his 
desire to play which causeth a great aversion to 
their book; and their mind being at first seasoned 
with vanity will not easily loose the relish of it,3

In view of this widespread disrespect for the child at play it 
is not surprising that seventeenth century literature provides 
us with few concrete examples of normal chiluhood distractions. 
Sir Thomas Browne * s wife. Dame Dorotny, delights us with 
evidence that she, at least, was disposed to burner her grand­
son *Yomeyisn make-believe. She writes to Edward Browne, the 
child*s fatheri

Your Toeey grows a stout fellow, 1 hope you will 
com and see him this summer, hee is in great 
expextion of a tumbler you must send him for his 
popet show, a punch ho has and his wife, ana a 
straw king and quen, anu ladies of honor, "and all 
things but a tumbler, which this t o m  cannot 
affordt it is & woodin fellow tout turns his 
heles over his head * , •

The letters of Sir William Petty and Bobert Southwell are 
satisfyingly rich in references to their cniidrcn, particu­
larly the eldest boys Charles Petty and Meday.Ssuthwell who 
are followed in the course of their development from the age 
of six to the University, Meitner father is anxious for 
premature display; their care goes into solid preparation for 
the quality of the boy *3 future, which will come according

M a ^ I - o l ^ ir henry GllngsW. quoted in Ponsonby, op, ext,. 
10 Quoted In Lucas, The Gentlest Art, p. 74*
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done, he loves play in his Heart*12 
Southwell displays again and again a loving satisfaction in 
the mere fun leddy and the "spinsters" are having, "My small 
puggs are all well and very Joviall, for I have got them a 
blind Harper *" he writes; and again, "I hope my lady is in
perfect health and all the little ones, Myne are.merry and 
content, which is as good as being ’wise*111 •k. Without any 
implication of displcastire. he thus characterises , some visit­
ing children* . .

■ %  Lady Percivale does most thankefally acknow­
ledge yours and ay ladyes kina remembrances * She 
has here 2 brave brawny boyes as loud as bedlams 
and the Glrle is of the same Tribe; ana in ZIovember 

. w® ©aspect an other of the same scantling.1" c
He speaks of M s  spinsters at their "country divertisements”16 
and indicates. considerable family jollity in tills sentence: ;
"Our Heddy is come, and.-, what between him and Christmas, the 
Girls think t h ^  may be romps by authority."1? * •

. awever common such countenancing of play may have been 
in real life, it is extremely. rare in seventeenth-century 
literature• .Practically the only.reference comparable to 
Southwellt s letters, namely Ann Pans hawet s page cn her child­
hood, .closes with Its own disclaimer. Ann tells us how care­
ful her mother had been to provide tutors and instruction.

1314
:8 ‘17

,,.PP, 127-28* 
< y p e 113* 

p* 176.
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Yet was I wild to tiiat degree that the hours of 
my beloved recreation took up too much of my time, 
for I loved riding in the first place, running 
and all active pastimes: in short, I was that
which we graver people call a hoyting girl; but to 
be just to syself, I never did mischief to myself 
or people, nor one immoral word or action in my 
life, though skipping and activity was ray delight, 
but upon ray mother*3 death, I then began to reflect, 
and, as an offering to her memory, I flung away 
those little childnesses that had formerly pos­
sessed me, and, by ray father is command, took upon 
me charge of his house and family . . * . 18

It would be hard to find any more "romps" and "hoyting girls"
in this literature; at least not in biographies or letters of
good people, though we do indeed get some picture of the
play-life of Bunyani s imaginary Bauman, and we are able to
join Richard Baxter in his sinful dancing and apple-stealing*

Of course the danger inherent In play, as Slingsby hinted,
is that it habituates the soul to levity, disposes the boy to
continue in wasteful pastimes after the age of reason should
have arrived* Sir Henry Wotton, ofi on his first visit to
the Continent^ writes back to assure bis mother that her love-
inspired fears for his sobriety are groundless.

♦ . • let the same love discharge you of them, and 
ascertain yourself for my part, that nsy child.is 
years are fully out, which were wont so regardlessly 
to look upon themselves. It is high time to draw 
my mind to the certain course I mean to follow.

It is highly normal and desirable that Henry should have gradu­
ated to manis estate, even that Ann Fanshawe should have given 
up "skipping and activity" at fifteen. However, the "high

18 ' E ^ lbSwe. hembirs. o." SS. .' ' " ' ' ----- -------- -
19 Life and Letters of sir Henry Wotton.-Vol. I, p. 239.



time" for serious thought mentioned by Wot ton usually comes 
much earlier in life, if we are to accept the impression made 
upon us by biography. The flashy circumstances of precocity 
form much more attractive biographical copy than does the 
tedious and gradual development of the average man. The empha­
sis on remarkable conformity to adult standards may be par­
tially accounted for by the eulogistic nature of most biography 
of the time. Biographies were monuments, models, concerned 

# rather to Judge and to commend than to analyze. The graceful 
compliments paid to forward youngsters in no case give us any­
thing like the portraits of Charles Petty and Neddy Southwell 
built up by their patient fathers, who followed the growth of 
their sons rather than pushing it. With the initial reserva­
tion, then, that most of the material given about a child «s 
intellectual history fails to contribute any vital portraiture, 
we may survey briefly the biographical comments on secular 
education and general emergence of "understanding" as distinct 
from growth in spiritual grace.

It was easy to fall into the fallacy of measuring matur­
ity by academic interest and accomplishment. Indeed, biog­
raphers seem compelled to leap from tne cradle to the schoolroom 
and to ask with bated breath, *Did the child take to his book?" 
If he did, all is well, and the circumstance is twisted into a 
flattering forecast of adult eminence in wisdom and learning. 
Anything in a child is life which did not fall under one of the 
categories* piety, and "book," ten to on® would never merit
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copied
y

Si, to colours, having no body to instruct me; 
pictures in the parlour in a table booke « .
. Blandfortiiae, horis vacuis, I tirevr and ' 

painted .Bates»s * • • (quaere nomen libri).
X was wont (I remember)- much to lament with 

myselfe that 1 lived not in a city, e. g. Bristoll* 
where I might hpve accesse to watchmakers, lock­
smiths, etc, <J did*/,Bot very much care for 

- grammar, • <J had> apprehension enough,- but uy
memory not tenaciods, So that then was a promis­
ing morne enough of an inventive and philosophical! 
head. <J had &> musical head, inventive, / vrrotey 
blanke verse, had a strong and early impulse to

‘ My witt 
for verse.

blanke verse, had a strong and ear] 
antiquities (strong impulse to 1% •), 
wps alwaies working, but not adroict 
<X was7  cx<(ceedingS mild of spirit; migh<^ily> 
susceptible of fascination. My idea very cieet; 
phansie like a mirrour, pui*Q chrystal water which 
the least wind does disorder and unsiaooth— so 
noise or etc* would . • » .

St fourteen Aubrey*s life is spared in a fall from a horse.
At seventeen he goes to Oxford, Bat he reverts again to his 
boyhood predilections,. .. - Y, ... . : ' ' " : .' '

By fancy lay most to geoaetrie. If ever I had 
been good for anything, *W o u l d  have been a painter, .
I could fancy a tiling so strongly and had s o . cleare 

■■■■ '■ «n idaea'of it, - ‘ . ' ' '
‘ Then a boy, he did ever love to converse witn 

• old men, as living histories. He cared not for 
play, but on play day es he gave himself e to •drawing 
and painting. At 9y a pourtraiter; and soon was . , ,49

go the scrambled account breaks off. But enough has been
given to show that to Aubrey his childhood was a period when 
his native tendencies had the greatest freedom of action.
He sees his childhood full of arrows pointing cut the path to 
# good life for him— but he had not taken it. He should have.

This summaiy1 oll Aubrey»b boynood follows strictly Aubrey «s 
own order of narration. Brief Lives, Vol. I, pp» 05-45.









big-time child prodigies of the seventeenth century, I - should 
like to quote a letter about seven-year-old Charles Petty, 
to serve as a foil* Charles is engaged in what looks like 
a:precociously ambitious project* But notice how his father 
at the same time respects his enthusiasm and finds amusement 
in it. Petty could easily have been sober and proud about 
little Charles. Instead he merely lets Charles go on living 
M s  o^n life, but lets Godfather Southwell share M s  aaure- 
meui» - : '

Dublin, lath Octobr 1679
Dear Cousia . ■  ̂ '

Your Godson diaries hath mace a seaven iUBd' 40.dsyes travel! tlirough Ireland and is - now • 
writing a booke of his observations which he©

. . .SMends to dedicate _ to his Godfather, which if it
take, Hee intends at Spring to continue his Travelis 
into tee Sorth of Ireland and thence to Edinburgh 
in Scotland, and thence with severall intermediate 
excursions to terminate at London, and hopes 
before hee bee 8 years old to give a good account 
of all that is remarkable in tne 6 kingdoms* I 
assure you hee hath already learned to ride through 
such ways and weathers as I care not, to be cun- '

• tent with such meat, drink and lodging as cones 
next to hands. As also to go© to bead ana rise at 

"... command & c . ^
There were a good many parent "then as now who were not 

willing,as Petty was, to wait for the natural growth of 
their children, who felt impelled to overecucate tnem. Joim 
Evelyn, something of a child-forcer himself, writes in his 
Diary of two phenomenal boys, the Cotton and Clench prodigies, 
who made some public stir by their talents* These boys

58 Ibid*, n. "79% :
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hopes/ fears, and death*82
Wot ton (with the help of Izaak Walton, his biographer) is the 
only man in all these lives who confesses to any such reliving 
of boyhood. lor was it habitual with Wot ton, though he had 
the habit of.visiting annually his ancestral seat, Doctom, 
because of the atmosphere of his early life it evoked for him. 
If the events of childhood had been powerful enough, they 
sometimes stayed in the memory. Michol&s Ferrar, for example, 
is said to have daily refreshes in his mind the illuminating 
experience on the frosty grass-plot.G& But for the feeling 
of a whole'period,' to be solicited in memory is extremely 
rare. If more of the aut©biographers had, like Wotton, con­
fided to us a portion of their childhood day-dreams, if only 
the biographers had taken into account the existence of the 
childts imagination, the accounts of first years might evoke 
real interest instead of, as now, indifference, or amusement, 
or criticism. We wish they could, have brought back some of 
the childish things which had been put away.

62 Walton, op. cit.. ~p. 155.
63 Dr. Jebb, op. cit.. p. 171.
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CHAPTER 17

f-, % ' . J % C..* '
 ̂i e 1 1 ; (.

■file contenticm has been made in earlier chapters of this 
thesis that seventeenth-century biographical' literature falls

: ! - . . . V  ■.... .. • '■ - ‘ ’ .1 .
to paint a living picture of childhood. The space allotted' 
to childhood is meagre, interest is weak, memory is poor, and 
there is too strong a tendency to think of children only in 
relation to the religious and gentlemanly ideals of the time. 
If we were restricted to biography for an impression of 
seventeenth-century childhood we would be able- to form only 
a cloudy, fragmentary idea.

The literature of correspondence should however logically 
provide a glimpse here and there of children, actual living 
children contemporaneous with the writing of the letter.
Freed from reliance upon memory and hearsay, resting upon
, , ' ... xobservation, companionship with children, family relationship, 

would letters tend to follow the outline of childhood which 
emerges from the biographical works? Would parents, for 
example, neglect the * childish" in favor of the prematurely 
old? Would little physical details, affectionate incidents 
find their way to paper in letters even though incident is 
weak in biography? Above all, would letters exhibit real

i:
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suggest that childishness itself may under some circumstances
te pleasant to an adult.  ̂ -

Ho man can tell but he that loves his children how 
many delicious accents make a manis heart dance 
in the pretty conversation of those dear pledges.
Their childishnesse, their stammering, their 
little anger, their innocence, their imperfec­
tions, their necessities are so many little emana­
tions of joy and comfort to him that delights 
in their persons and society.^
One of the first things to keep in mind is the tremen­

dous turnover of children in that day. Family statistics 
reveal a very high birth rate, but on the other hand a 
terrifying rate of infant mortality* Parents of a dozen or 
fifteen children, in the imminent danger of losing primps 
half of them before maturity, learned to place a cautious
value upon their offspring ana not to load the boat of hopes

- . . . . . . ■ ■ ' . : *’:
too heavily. Still the preeiousnsss of children was gener­
ally warmly appreciated* We find them called wealth, riches, 
rewards, jewels, blessings, mercies, gifts* Even taough 
they are "charges,n it is in Goals agency that the parent 
provides; for the Child is more the Lortiis than its begettersi.

Its philosophical relationship to its parents was ex­
pressed in various figures of speech, all implying that tne 
child is a miniature of tne parents. The words image, 
picture, parcel, model* colony, pledge, and acme are used.
The child ts function in continuing the family line is inter­
preted as a power to confer immortality upon tne father*

j'1 Taylor̂ *-'Selections'. p.'r"ag6»rr"'1..







It was untMnkable that children should be brought up without 
a strong discipline. One of the parent t s greatest duties 
was the maintenance of discipline* Yet letters and auto­
biographies give us few examples of real parental cruelty.
For example, Mrs. Susannah Wesley*s.sublime resolution to 
break the will;of each child betimes was the inspiration 
of a wise, consistent system of home government. In her 
home children ^submitted" to their parents. Regularity, 
quiet, docility, obedience were required and secured.' «7rnen 
turned a year old, (and some before,)0 she writes, "they 
were taught to fear the rod and to cry softly." She corrected 
them, "conquered" them, gave them nothing they cried for*
But despite the seeming, tyranny of her rule, the children 
were protected by a sort of family law. Though by that law 

sinful action eoiHd go impunished," on the other hand 
a freely confessed fault escaped a beating, and good deeds 
had their reward. Mrs. Wesley was willing, moreover, to 
take the will for the deed! Property rights were inviolable, 
promises vers sacred, gifts v/ere final. Mrs. Wesley ts 
discipline was carefully thought out in line with her ideas
on religious education, her chief interest5 she gives us our

' ' ' - ' . fullest outline of a mother1s method.6
Though fragmentary, other accounts of home government 

remain to us. The autobiography of Thomas Raymond makes

PP * b68~tii% Igy# P* add.













Hun to deal with, but a little girl in France of whom her 
mother writes,

I am sorry she holdes her head see, butt I hope 
it will not now be very long before I am with thee, 
and then I hope to break her of i t . ^

perhaps even harder to deal with was recalcitrant Betty,...... ■ . .  ; .. ■ y . :.. ■ ....
Ralphis youngest sister, brought up by an adored and indulgent
nurse and grown into na pestalent wench" at the age of ten.
She was sent to try life with her married sister Peggy, but
' .. - t.. .'.J . ' '

her behavior was siiocking and the two of them could never 
Ul. ; ... ' . ' ... - . - . .. '
hope to get along even with Peggy maturely reining herself
CU*";- ' ' ' ... - ' '' (.'4, .. '
to it.: / .. . ... - - i. .c, :../v .. yt

She® was soe violent to bee gon as she wresolved 
to goe home a foote wrather than to stay heare.
For my part I thenek hur past being soe very a 

i baby as to doe this owght of childishness which 
■ made me to take it ill of her .20
Among the Verney papers are some letters from the nurse
' r - . . - . .  - W t  .f-

of the two little Eure girls in France, Miss Mary and Miss. - - -- . . y / . yv.-. ' ..i.. ..
Margreat. fh® letters are as homely, as closely concentrated 
on the physical well-being of the children as Mary Verney *s 
herself, liiss Mary is quite delicate but has a "very quick 
witte," easily outstripping "helthy ana wholsum" Margreat. 
Margreat will make a "hansum woman,n but for Maiy the nurse 
is deeply concerned, "If it please God shee be perfectly , .
cured. It will be the greatest iiappiness ever I had in the 
world,n she declares. The letter goes on to tell of the
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eonwiBcimg* tie wac. three years old. - , ^ =
1625* The very first thing that I can call to - •
memory, and from which time forward I began to 
observe, was this year (1635) ay youngest brother 
being in M s  nurseis arms, who, being then two 
days and nine months younger than myself, was the 
last child of cry dear parents#®1

Was it some hint of babyhood jealousy which burned that simple
memory into M s  brain? It is true that Evelyn began early to
observe, in an objective way. He tells us that he commenced
the diary habit at eleven* _

* , » in imitation of what -1 had seen my fatner 
do, I began to observe matters more punctually, 0 
which I did use to set down in a bianic almanacs.# ̂

Anthony Woodts first strong memory involved a gorgeous regal
retinue, pageantry, ceremony— just sued an Oxford event as
gladdened his heart all his life. It was in 1656, when he
was four#, .

Aug# 29, K., the king, queen, prince Eupert, many ; 
of the nobility and others, came from Woodstock 
into Oxen# A little before which time he was con­
veyed in servant *a armes, with his father and mother 
going to the lodgings of Dr. Thomas Ids, canon of 
Christ Church;Whence being conveyed to the mount 
in his garden looking into Fish Street, he saw tne 
king, queen and the rest riding down tne said 
street into Gh« Gb# quadrangle. This was the first 
time he ever saw the said king and queen, and the 
first time that he ever saw such a glorious trains 
as that was, which he would often talk of when he 
was a.man*®* -

Truly a vivid impression, though not very imaginatively
recorded* Wood manages consistently to avoid inspired writing.
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does not 1'ail us when it comes to including children in his
Diary» -For Pepys was a great friend to children, to whom his
attitude was anything but indifferent. He tells us of a
long enjoyable-horseback trip during which he sees- a great
many little pastoral groups of youngsters.  ̂ .

I met two little schoolboys going with pitchers 
of ale to their schoolmaster to break up against 
Easter, and I did drink of some of one of them and 
give him two pence. By and by we came to two 
little girls keeping cows, and I saw one of them 
very pretty, so I baa a mind to make her ask ay- 
blessing $ cad telling her that I was her godfataer, 
she asked me innocently whether 1 was not led 
Woodring, and I said that I .was,- so she Kneeled 
down ana very simply called,"Pray godfather* pray 
to God to bless me,11 which mace us very merry, : 
and I gave her two pence* In several places, I 
■asked women whether they would sell me their 
children but they denied me all, but said they A... 
would, give me one to keep for tnoti, if I would,4*5

Pepys was congenial with the children of hxs friends. He tells
us.how he escorted Sir- - Thomas•Crew *s children to see the lions
in the 'Tower -of London,415 and how once when ha was dining
out it became necessary for M m  and tne children to retire
to eat by themselves, hall the children and I, and were very
merry ana they mighty fond of me , , , ,•. »44

The most amusing of Pepysr encounters with cnildren, or
at least with very young people, are to be found passim in
his dealing with his drboys.” Those little serving pages arc
lively fellows, each with M s  peculiarity. Eliezer seems to

w
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already quoted* Hs offers comfort suitable to the straits 
of those t/ho have lost infants, and of those whose older chil­
dren have died, along with rebuke for those who feel they 
have too many children, with the declaration, "Many children 
are a great wealth*1̂  - i r t *0

In both "untimely** and "unseasonable** death Taylor finds 
a silver lining* •

If he died young, he lost but little, for he under­
stood but little * * * he died innocent, and before 
the sweetness of his soul was deflowered and ravished 
from him; * * . he hath obtained this favor of God, 
that his Soul had suffered a less imprisonment . . 
and the babe is taken into paradise before he 
knows good and evil* -

The bereaved parent is ungracious to grudge God*s taking back 
his gift; he should be busy with gratitude for the "inter­
vening blessing,** and should be especially grateful that the 
child had been spared a longer endurance of this calamitous 
existence. The dead children have a distinct advantage,

for their condition of a blessed immortality is 
rendered to them secure by being snatched from the 
dangers of an evil choice, and carried to their 
little cells of felicity, where they can weep 
no more#-1-*3

Though Taylor can spend his eloquence on the question of 
babies dying, not even a golden tongue can lessen the hurt of 
death when the child is half-grown and the parents * hopes 
have been entrusted with him. Then, concedes Taylor, "it 
breaks the spirit to lose them." We have seen in our previously

p. lib, "Tiie Charge of Many Cnilaren,» 
pp. 119-120*

1 8 Taylor, 
19 Taylor,1
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personal condolence to the thousands of parents bereaved rn 
tiie pestilence of 1625, ,

Becmase several of these letters are long, it has been 
deemed best to summarize tile points they have in common, 
quoting for the. most part only those passages in which they 
differ. Common ideas are these:

1* A tissue of rationalizations attempts to make the 
childts death appear the ultimate fulfillment of the parent*s 
hopes.; .

2* The bereaved parent is assured that the dead child 
has proceeded without delay to heaven, and has preempted a 
state of bliss,

3* The Lord giveth, and the Lord taketh away. Moreover, 
for the Lord to call a child is an act of special kindness, 
a favor to the child*

4. Blessings remaining to the parent are called attention
to. ' . '

5. Emphasis is laid on the evil nature of the world, 
fortunately escaped by the child3 and the parent is urged to 
hasten his own escape into a better after-life, following 
in M s  ciiildis innocent footsteps.

6 . Grief is allowed in moderation as a natural infir­
mity, but excess in grief is condemned as injurious and 
impious. The husband is frequently urged to console the 
frailer wife*

It will be seen that all these arguments are attempts 
to make reason prevail over the affections, and that reason
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The grave seems to Donne In itself a good thing. t
We do but borrow children of God, to lend them 
to the world . . . .  But of. all that I lend to, 
the grave is my best paymaster. The grave shall 
restore me my child.

His chief point, however, is that death is the one thing in 
the world which amounts to a definitive declaration of Go u t s 
will; and in such a declaration there is nothing , to do but 
rest. The suspense of a child*c illness is far worse than 
grief over should be, when God has made his decision,
sffn&n he hath done that, in death, there is no room for any 
anxiety, any perplexity, no, not for a wish.11 This fatal­
istic attitude finds a still more gloomy manifestation in 
Bonnets parting work, reminding Mrs. Cokain that one with so 
great a family as hers must expect almost annual depredations 
from death, hence that each successive death is but a merci­
ful schooling to bear the crosses yet to come*24

Bonne. *s homily, considered as the offering of a divine 
to one under his spiritual care, cannot compare with Jeremy 
Taylor»s beautiful, heartening letter to Joan Evelyn.
Couched in glowing, vigorous imagery, the letter recapitu­
lates the passages from Holy living already quoted, but adds 
a genuine, feeling sympathy. He asks whether the sharing of 
grief bo more like the ’’cutting of rivers” or tno destructive
“propagation of fire.” Knowing that Evelyn whs striving to• - -  • :
turn his affliction to some good spiritual end, Taylor is

24 Life 'and 'Letters of John Bonne. Yol. II. on. k6Q-2G2.

















CQKCLUSIOB

::

Strictly speaking this thesis cannot be cajoled into 
offering any bcma fide conclusions* It has confined itself 
to a presentation of material, without deep analysis of the 
attitudes toward childhood professedly detected.

Crudely put, the thesis was entered upon with a desire 
to find interesting material on childhood in seventee 
century writings; but that desire- was disappointed. The 
general barrenness, slightness, unimaginativeness of the pas­
sages dealing with childhood were found to be correlative 
with the underlying notions of the time regarding childhood. 
These notions were apparently static, undeveloping, taken 
for granted* Childhood was not the object of such scien­
tific observatiem as might have aroused a real vital inter­
est in its function, Bo psychology, no guiding concept of 
evolution, growth, unfoldment, was there to endue childhood 
witii significance.

The chief static notions of childhood found to underly 
the literary neglect of childhood as such were tiiree in 
number. First, all children were assumed to partake of a
common character and to assume individuality only with the

: : • . ' ' - \easing of indications of adult personality, The common char­
acter emphasized weakness, defect of reason, uselessness.
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