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.  hﬁ?MRri‘Wh,””"

- ical &; ggggg > is an attempt te inczeate, on ‘the basis of _'
| paasages &ealing ﬁith childran, eartain aﬁult attitudes toward
ehildhood prevailing during the perioﬂ naned. ”childhoadﬂ |
15 unuerstooq 1n t&o senbesz fix&t, the state or conaition
;01 childhoou as’ 1t was in. general r&garaad at tnat tima; anﬂ :
seeond, th@ initial period of the inuividual li;e, covaring
.roughly the first. rifteen years. ”Sevantennﬁh Lentury“ is
used in a strictly chronologicaL aense us ueaning the - years
ﬂbetwean 160u ana 1700, anu tna nnmogenseus nspect of. tnought |
_'abaut thia partizul&r sub;ect at that tima is” empaasised ia f;&f

preference to any traeina of &svelngmanta" FBiographical
Literature“ is & term use& to embrace biographv, autobiag~1
r&phy, ularies Lna lettgrs. 'H,’ _' ’ s e
L It ahoulu be made: clear thst® tha thesis wus Lnspired
lby a long»at&nding 1ntereat in tna genaral 5ubject of cuila-
h@ad in literature, not by an; sp&cific lnturest in. biog~ |
'fraphy. Though a certain confusian of- motivas betrays 1tself
fthe fahﬁamental desira was to fiﬁﬁ bigniricant manife:tation
or adult t&ought sbout’ ehilahood, as revaaled in blographical
.fworks; not to make an &n&lysis oi b&ographical treatment of
| 'ehild.haod. o )
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biogrsphical works did indeed aontain passages revealing
adult attitudes towaz& ahiluhoed, but tnat the gassa;e&fin»
turn uore disappointing. It bacane 8 tamptstion to analyze
the uaterial in terms af its lacks. Tha absence of realis-
tically deseribed enild ‘chsraeters in the books exauined
!&de it upparent that curiasity abaut eﬁil&neod nad nat been
aroused, that general interast in it was feuhle, that no
research 1nta th& nature of childhaod ¥as deaaed important, |
and that the thnnght of enildhocd failed to proviée much stim-
ulus for the 1maginat1¢n.v

However, such a nogative apprcucn was of course 1apos~ !
aible. Instead, since tne remarks sbout chniléren were feuné
+to ezhibzt certain hroad m&rks of similarity, guntations were

upod abonx a tew of - the ideas - “_mgg forugransﬁd in them.

m mmNtMy myﬁer will aot rme *‘hc. c\facoocni 0{"{'\»4.
t.hlef Pomt& o% emrkm&w ' :
tne idea of Egttiqg,ang}chi;g;_g;gggg&* .

Fran the first it Uss felt thtt the main valua of tha .

thebis uouic lie in its quotatlons, tnsagn use of the &ntnol»
ugy form w&s not advisable o«ing to ‘the aforemeutioned
“&isappointing" nature 01 most of the entries. Chapters;
were forna& by tne col;ection of quotationu wnicu mignt con-
ceivably reinforce one anothar- _

Bome apology bhoula be mnue for Jtraying rrom-the’feef
' stricte& biographical tiela into didactic &nd aevgtianﬁl lit§
 eratures, but‘it;;s.hopea.tnat4the_sin.atggew for itself by



providing useful concepts. The relatively swell number 6-f
bimgrapnical work& examineu woulu requlrc &Pology wers it not
. for two f&cts: first, tnat these books, roughly Tforty in
nunber, are for the most part tne_&g_g of the caatury's out--
put, the !tittest* who have *surviveu;” and &econa, that their
degree at honcganeity is surficiently great to make it plaﬁs-
ible that tha mavmlabw books strcmga.y reaemb.u, tnem

“ha purpo&e of tne tnssis c&lled zer yxain e;position,
.lutting the aourcas syeax tor theaselvasiv There ia nc attamptr-
to austain iapcrtant pointa by argument._ ﬁtilx, it wculd be
fnlse ta aay th&t the stuny was approacned with an chn aind,
thnngn curiosity ratner than conviction yrovideu the motive.
The regulta of research were aubst&ntially farsseenr-in fact
everybody knows tuem. The tue81b therefore becones for the .
moat part Q;ngﬁggg_xg rather than cemoabtrative in.iunction;
,Ana the nain thinz illu&trated, by &efeult as it were, is e j'
 geacral auult indifference to aa& aspect of childhood othar
tﬂan 1ts rapid outgroaing of ltself.

-



The main yortion of tae present tneois isg- orbanized ,
Lunﬁer fi?e chapters. The rirst dea;s %itn.tne genaric ch&r-_
': aﬁter assigned to childhcoa in’ thc seventeenth centur},

_especially by religlous thinners.; The seconu nrssents ex&ma )
: ples of taa impact of religion upon &ctuai geventepnth cen~'j;v
tury cnildren, one oi the mogt lully aevelopea bUbjthS in }
tne biographical %nrx» studiea. Tne tﬁlru is accupied ¢urge-
ly with sacular euucation thougﬁ the guiding iuea 10 tue\fi
‘ﬁill—tcnprecoclty evxncad witn 1eupect to LLilaren. ‘The cﬁapn
‘ter treats tne apprndch to thurity"irst negativcly, as a

_putting away of such chilaiah thinggrav yiay tn&n positlvely

- &s an emuiation of anulthooa, uuua_¢y in its acauamic mdnlo

featations. Thﬁ fourtn cuapte avtempts Lo present th 1ew
passages ahlcu put us ln,contact uxth reel llve chil&ren -
vienea w1tucut tne diutOTtln& lcnﬂes cx religlon or oi. imp&--
tience ior maturity, urawing upon ucme 01 tne mcre detaileo
autobicgraphies and ugon parautst lnttbr " Tne iifth chapter,v;r
ccncerned with adult reactions to tha ueathn 01 cniluren, - |
brinss uﬁ back to Chapter I witn ita tnaoriew oi the in;anﬁv
‘soul._ ?ha chiaf sourcca Quotea QTQ ietterr of conuolation.. 
: The present introductory cnapter 15 intunaen to explaln
Wh& tna i;lubtrative wateri ﬁ'.i» thus grouped. It»should be
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seld at the outset that these five chapters sccomuodate sub-
staﬁti&lmyvall the material discovered ia the process of
research, - From the very beginning tne passages transcribed
 tended to fall under one or the other of these five categbrieé,v
anthES“assoeiation‘af similar pussages suggosted itsell as
é:uséful basis of organization. In order to provide some
Loriénfatién, howéver; a brief outline is herewita offered of'v
»the ﬁtudy ES & whole, |

In the first plece, allowance has to ‘be made for tne for-
mality;of‘the‘printed word, and for.thg nature,of bicgraphigal
wfifiﬁg.> Ch11dhood is apparently beneatnn the dignipy.quboth
during the seventeenth century, to judge by tie results uf:&
quantitative survey. The actual nu&bex’df,pages-dgvoted to
ehildhéod is wery small in proportlon to the size of the
works. The only r&alli.loﬁg acﬁquht of & cexildhood oecﬁra -
in Bunyaﬁis Life ‘ ‘ :

of riction, besides waich tbé'accoﬁnt is vefy much lik§ av  ,
_mofal'sgrmon.,-ComplEte disregard,Qf chd ldnood of'coﬁi&e is

IShown'infsuéh bﬁograp&ical antholégies as Antiony I oodt“ig_,_
gghenas Qxonienses or Thomss Fuller's Forthies of & )
ALY biograpuical treatment of ciildiood is fraguentary, how~

'ever Life«writers feel at no uiaadvantagu in their 1gnurance:
-of tha early lives of ‘their subjects. C@rtaxnl}Ntuey,ara not,
moved to &o researcn in tnat linb., Autoblographezs likenise

.shaw no compelling ‘interest in tneir Qun cnixanood‘ bomg;gi,i

| t%hesz:-‘hawen. to have. good .meworiée. anc can atteupt & sketely.













Indeaa,fao complete . 1s the nonopoxy'cvar.ehildhnad‘reéor&a'A
possessed by accounts of religious growth in grace and ol
academic merit that one carries away & wholly one-sided pic-
ture of seventeenth-century ehildbnoé.'fro put 1t bluntly we
get to see the child's‘rnportwéards-from school and from
Sundsy¢sehooi;»énbellishsﬁ sometines by a*nete_an,tQR-évideace
éf'kooabéhataatcr«to eaua‘.vAlthoush.tn§~eh$§tara of this
thesithré&t;seyarately religious eaucation and aoiﬁeaie.édn~
entiou, taa point should be nentiansd that the comaeection -
ibetween tna tvo wWas very clnsow Roger Aschan reminds- h&a
wife, ”wa aid talk how. to bring Uy our child in learnlng and
vi;tua.'z - Learning- itsalf partook gf-virtuﬁ,.wnile.eﬁhicai .
aaﬂ»dovotionai materisl played a iarge part in'ragular'eéuu

~ eatiaﬁ; Chapter II willi bring ‘out  many instances of the
ifalxli&rity of children with the- Bible, by means of whieh they
were eammonly ttngnt to raaﬁc on thn whole, rexi;iaus educ&af
tion 1s exalteu above seeul&r, even parenta who could nat prou
-vi&e sehoollng were unuer dxviné obligatiun to previda rel&a '
_gieu3 iastructien znd to turn tae a&ild!s feet into scod yathsc
, Of interelt to us today is tue’ pragtieal;, coagiete o
naglact uf whatgoevsr aevnlapnant ia a enila was inﬁnpwnaoat
of fermal insteuction. _His &ptituﬂes, unliess aptitﬁﬁﬁs far
virtua and Lenrning, are seldom inteatxggtcd. Jonn Aubrcy's :
‘aeeount ar his owa Life and the . ]Ev‘* '

lill be latsr quatea 5 meurly tna only exnmy&oo of xnteraat

’5, - Tated 15 Kumbh m.@_zi.m&mi% TP v




in boyhood predilections, A boyt!s incressing knowledge éf the
affairs of the'worl&,‘his‘"prudonce,ﬂ his economic status,
receive no comment. As & social being he may probably be

noted merely as "cheerful® or "melancholy® and retiring, nor
will'ény change in temperament be set down. His emotional'
hiutory wil¢ be an unknown qunntity. Only & sense of . God and

& fondneus for one!s bnok secm to call iorth 1ntureat.

V@ snnuld find thﬁﬁe b&ugrapnias mucn m@ra 1ntarestixg -
toa&y ir thay had not been 50 concantrated uyon tue a&ult |
ide&lf of the &chclar and the. nniy man. Much to be aasired
wonl& n@va b@en @ 5rcatar use of ineicent; study of c&ixdren
>in rolatinn to other cnildren, tnat is in thelir: aocihl re&a‘; 
tionshlps, in whicii category ounly & 1&@ scu00¢h0y &nﬁcnotau
ny Aubray ‘and Coliey Cilbber. were xounn; and p&rticularl},

'Bumn mmnagnitinn of tne inner lif@ 01 thu child, his te&;ings,"
1mag1nutiona, 1neip&&nt tnoughtm. in ahia lust clasa we hmVQ‘ |
only tha autobiographica* portion of Thoman Traherneta worms,,'
| used in thiu th@uls as an. example oi religioug pracoclty but
fmainl; int&rasting f@r the rar& ahuract&riaatiun of an intra~'
gap@etive cbild. _ e

It would be foolish. to uundsmn aavantemnthwcentnry Aitu
*eruture for mot p@a&asming qualitins wnxcu even in thxb day
-of the sei@nae af ahildhood are but rud;m@ntary¢ The fact | -
imuﬁt aimply be aecapteﬁ that-biagxaphias and &utohiogr&phiea‘ *
10& tha uavanhaun@u,cantury are objeetive in nature, and that

thwy axe uﬁually tributms ta men preaminunt in elther




scholarshiy or religlon, somctimss both, as such likely ta~; '
extend the tribute as far back into craldhood 8s possible. It
may be sald here that seventeenti-century social history
reveals a praetiecal reasou for. e&?ﬁa&is on p:ecociou@'ﬁeéelaé-'
opment. £lizabeth Gcarray bay¢, | | |
Aﬁchoal days begen early. yurrorcaz these cuilcreﬁ:;ﬂ o
had not much time to waste, since the serious '
_,;buhinasu ol lire b@g&n su soon. 1If was no uncomwon
~ - thing for & girl tv be married at tudrteen, and a -
~ buy usualiy proceeded from school to tue univer- - .
" slty st uiatecn gt tnﬁ l&tedt cmteu oo ewrxy as
‘ ;tﬁ@lveaw A : : ,
‘The auureeh for: this thesis. incbeu b&&s out’ thwub cuntantaaa.f;'~
H@t Gnly uo children show: vary esrly znuluatians ui'ab&lityfl
tbay aze n@t wach later eal;ad upon to grove tuat ability¢'
‘Tnnugh this thesis is meinly interested in early cnilahoou
frath@r than the period now known as. auolabcence but then nuif :
'seyaratexy %haugnz of, it was notioad tuxaugh@ut the preeess"
‘of reading  toat a&zly wpaturity was not ouly a desirable but
& necessary goal, -
~ Though the original ae$ire to find resi enildren pro‘
trayed in blography mc&i;iea 1taelf intu an aCL&ptaBCé of tus
preva;ent empu&&is upcu y;ety and pracoc;ty, ther@ remulne&
a hope that in & fow of tng auxoblugr«puieu and in lwtters ,
and aiaries therc might bﬁ xauna aeuuunta orlgvan bricx mentlon
of chilahood uncolorad by tha intenwe u*ge towara maturity

Tuerc mlgnt conceivabl; be incluanta or mtmoria, ol cuilohoom

reeoruad ior tnair own J&K@S, here and there; tha yh}ﬁlcal
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ehilé might coms in for attention, with respect, say to his
clothes or his haélthfor»his appesrence; straight parental
affection for the chiid in nis own #m&ll character mignt
oécasion&lly have found recordj and pérental affection expressed
in ciseipline should surely appear in so disciplined an~age;
The fourth chapter of the thesis contains the brief and scat-
tered reward of & search with those possibilities in mind;‘
References to tune death of culldren stood out of toeir
own accord from thé beginning, suggesting such a compiistion )
as:the £ifsh chapter;' It deals with the more-or-less stock
nrgument&iihich seem to have b&on‘afferad to every grieving
parnnt in order to induce him’ that deutis was a better thing
for the ehild than life would have h@an. Here we Laturg,
b@dily'to the first chapter witn its discussion of the reli-
gidﬁs status of the generic cinild. The individusl chéraétef"
of tha deceased chilad rueaiv&s 1o recard ezcept in John
Evalyn's ldealizations of his dead Rich&ra and Mary, who were

80 goo& ang so elever it is hard to believe in them.

Uncer these fiv& catagorie& tuen—-the genarlc cnild,
.tha religious calld, the precociou» cuild, tue real ckixﬁ
‘glimpaad (almost by mibtake, we feel) anc ‘tie cead cuiia,
the sources are dlapoaed. ir tne intentlon n&d been to CU-
vey a.composite pxcture of actu&i culichoou, ta conbtruct the
average course of & child's Life, the grouring woulu hmve ,
been difzeront. But the purpose was inﬂtaaa to detect the
1degs governing_auult attituuca taward childhood. . Thaﬁe fiva .




@ategpries,izamblingly;ana discursively, no doubﬁ, rapr&seat"
tue major ideas detected.

_l?,Tb recapitulate, before offering the cinapters with their
1llu5trative~matarial: .The individual child pcsseaae3 na
'charaetor other than & set or traits commen tu all cnlldr@n
and in the main undesirable with reference to any sdult idaaL:
of lira.i In proportian~as he evinces progress tamard=$ueh
an aGult ideal however he begins to: at@ract adult 1ntartat
and atfection, and above all approbation. Tna chief avenn&s
of prograau, to be expected in a eaatury 80 involved in rali-i
gioua tnnught and in schalurahip, &ra virtuous piety and
academia learning. The anxxety fer tna ahtainmamt of a “
respunsible care for. unata aoui |ud fot the access of: 1ntel~

,lnmtual aaumen erases inturest in. those actrvitiea and tzaitaf'

or eurly yeurs which, seeming to coniorm to the common;cnild-7"

ish enaructar, give no hint of any aetarmining Lullu@nca an
the grOWing man other than a general efiect of retalcaticn. :
'hor:ever, parents were parants then, and cidldren were cuildreni
. in any century, which facts leak out occaaionally in writtan
‘manifeatationa of parental a{teczien, worry, and amusamsnt.
,Yet tha auult writer fails to transmit & genuing Ievalatzan :

of-chilahood. Heither nia oW cnzlanooﬁ, aor anoth&r»m&nts,

nor the ahilahood of his own offsyrins comaa whiolly cLear to jff"

Cuss The secrot is tnat thnre is no afioxt in that dlrectxon,f 
xrhe potantialities of childh@o& hsing undreamed of, it 13 i

regarﬁed a» & period to b@ outgrown, aut&tripp&u as aoan as
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possibie;"To linger in it seems to ‘the aault an evil on anyf“
score, and to return to 1t,‘aveu in fonu BEWOTY , unthxnkable‘
Conaequently vie find very little uentiment sbout cnilnhooé
,in tne aeventeenth centurv; ven tna axncerebt iove to the N
inéividual chiild consiatently looks pabt the present cuar&cter
to tne promised goudness of tne iuture man. Lwelyn!s lcve
oi precocious littlp Ricunrd, who appear" in gevaral cuaptars
of this thesig, wes centereu uyon the culxcf; yrcmiag. On the
whole it is the word grogise anich bewt epito&ines tue‘seven—
teanthncantury auult attitude to cnilunood. Yet it 15 uot
the promise of a cause in whosc working one can see & vision
of the affect to’ come, but a promiae 1n tue nature ci Y ggggg
of that wnicu ia daatineu tu cnaracterize the grown mau~—in

f&at u mlniature and an imaga of auuxtnaod. ‘




‘ As mentioned in ths introauctory cnaptar to tnia taasis,'
sovenxeanthscentury biographiaaz writlngs-»nay sli &eVente&nthm
century literature yet known to tne writex~—prove diapppeintnl -
Aing so far as evocation or normal Luiianoou ia concarned.» ‘
seemad lixely that bome oxpression coula be found for tne-*f”
underlying conceptlons whicn accounteu iox tﬁla neglect, coti-
ceptioas probably 50 generalxy taken for grantea that thby"L”f
aere not in the aeventeantn century chockad agninat aétual 5"
txyerieneo with chi;aren. Th& search for &uch expreusion
ended in the work of clorsyaan, for tue most part. | ”

| Treatmenta ot the soul a.na of tkm carthly charncter at
tha ganeric cuila are introauced 1n tac Iollowing order. First
come some examples of the origina¢ &1n~oxiginal innoctnee o
‘oantrsversy, witb axcorpts from Bunyan and 3erauy Taylcr. Kext
come formal "characters“ ut ahil&hood by Earle ‘and ﬂali, s&ill .
| looking at childhood m a religious .ugm. Taird are brcmght
in two axweuibta, the &«typical Thomss Traherne with als
'idealization of 1nransy, act ﬁguinat a poam by Ricnar& Baxtar;
twhicn exhibita disgust with infanqy Thn cloaing quotationa“
:doll wi.th tha mwnr&w of lif&, am ‘aith the &dViaahi}.ity |
'of graduation froa chilﬁhoou hetimea. Desyita tna rang& cf




attitudes expressed toward the facts of childhood, the faets
themselves are rather thoroughly zgreed upon. ¥eakness,
irratienality, bhelplessness in managing eitier their beaily
or thelr spiritual lives, animality, er@ndence, ignarance,
ere accepted as charaeteristic of chiléhood as a whole, i
whether innocent or tainted with sin, they are not reilgio&sly
respon&ible-'no one but Transyne 3ets any positive value upan
this tadicus, unsettlad, fer&l&as period or iife, and its
negative innoeence is n@t enougn to redeem its incapaeity‘
CALL agree that cuiluhood ‘has a iizeg, accept@é generlc char*
acter, absent Lrow any ersion of %hat in@vitabie cn&r cter :
is anyvrecognizion of the great a&vantage galnea to tae devela- '
opeu aﬂult by tiils period o& iacile enaage, ol -easy imyrasa-;
1h111ty, ef rapia adaptation~~1n f&ct, of ”boitness. But |
to th@se tuinﬁers, ehildhooﬁis valuas, even its redaeaiag
:1nnocence, are negative. & child i& aot txasaeé ta 301@ within'
,hm any Suie principles of development. : Eis Ileﬂzibility, |
pliability, amount to a sert oﬁ n@thingness which &dults |
A-can turn to goca effoct by wellmmaaﬁged educatiou,wbut sithmu&
the eanﬁeioua effort of tha &dul@,Atae child will prcb&hly '
come: to no goud . enﬁ. Eaturiby 1& & thing ”put an,” just aa
:childish ‘things ave "pu&yimay. v |
“ymbolic of this unchxmging attitu&e to ciuldhoua is the
faet that among tne hnndredﬂ of aketcnes of ch&racter—tyggs &0
popular in the seventaaath cantur}, E&rlefs 9A Cuild“ in

2  xmﬁi£thE€db'On€ daaaendiag to tha juwenlle lsvtl.









- to reckon sll children to be born enemies of God, -
that 15, bastards and not sons, heirs of hell and
damnation, full of 8in and vile corruption, when . .
the noly serijptures propound children as ipitable
for thelir pretty innocence and sweetness, and
declare them rather heirs of heaven than hell.

"In maiice be children," and "unless we become
like ¢o ehildrena we shall not enter into the king- .
» <om of heaveny" ¥their engels benold the face of:
their Father which is in heaven.® Heaven is thelrs,
God¢ is their Father, angeis are apyropxxatad to -
them; they are free from mulice, ana imitable by
men. - Thete &re betier words than are usually given
thex;y and signify: thut they are ‘beloved of Gog,
not hated, ‘designed for heaven, anu born to- 12. :
e« « o This does not call tnem naturaiiy &ick@é, but
rather n“turally inaucant.

Wor is it likel‘y ahae infents are born damned.

Is bell so easy a paxn, or are the souls of ehil~>

dren so.cheap, so contemptible a price, that God .

sbould 50 easily throw thew intg BELL? o o o o

Godts goodness is againat this.®
Taylor evinces throughsum his writings a tender affection far
children and a k@an senée oL tne blesaednesa of tue famlly.
His dectrinﬁ ms eonfarmable ta tnat ‘strand in hia nature.

Yat Jonn Bunyan!» love 1or nxs iami¢y was y&xurully
intenss, and he wiis & btern bupportal ol tuc tncory ol orig-
inal .sin. His: ﬂ;L, ’ ‘spends WALy pages
in moralistic analysia of Ba&waa%a 3uwenila sins, getting

off: to a. running start with a bleniket clalm taat the buy was
corrupted to- bagia-witn. The chenges are. rnng.uyoa.tais\thame
thzenshcut the bock. Badman - was pr@aaatined to dia unrep@ntu
ant, to waste the goou influence of his virtugus yarents, to

bring ruin ta his own chixurﬁm., It was all uarkiy Vlbibl@

o




in his nasughty boyhood.

' The smug dislogue . of Wiseman and Attentive proceeds &s

followse _ | ,
E%gggﬁg -1 knew him of & Child. I was a men,.
when he was but a boy, and I made special obser—

“vations of him Ifrom iirst to lagt o . . ana farst, -
I will tell you, that irom s Child he was very '
'%rm his very beginning was ominous; and preseaged .
‘ t no good end, was, in linelynaod, to follow '
thereupon. There were severai sins that he was
given to, when but & littie one, that manifebtau L
him to be notoriously infected with Original eor- -
~ruption; for I dare say he learned noenc of them =
from his Pather or Motheri nor. was he -adémitted to -
g0 much abroad msong other Cinildren, that were
. vile, to learm to sin of them, May, contrari-
"wise, 1I at any time lhe ddd get abroad amougst
others, hc would be as the Inventor of bad: wcrds, 3
snd an example of bad wmctions. To them sll ne used
%0 be, as we say, the Ring-leader,. snG Kaster-
»sinncr frum & Cnllue.

‘ %%%&g&ézk.‘ Thiu was u bad Beglnning lnueed, ad
5 emonstrute that he was, &s you. say, poliuted, - .-

<'vury much polluted with Origiunai Corruptioan. For
" tp speak wy min¢ Ifreely, I do-cunfess, tust 1t is .-
- wine opinion, that Children come polluted with sin
©.. into the Wozld, and toat oft-times the sins of
~ their youth, especially whiie they ave very young,
- are rather by vertue of Indwelling ain,ethau by
axnmpleb tuat are gct acforu tiem o . .

Wismman goea on to aduuca Scriptura; argumsntb in luVOI o¢ this
position, concluulng that 1nuoe@nce in bab@s WOULu BeLe tnem
“incapable of Salvation by Cnrist' for nona but those that in
th.eir own Parsonu are sinners, are to have Salvation ’o; him.“"
 Latar tha two discuss ‘the comparative praspeetﬁ or children
born to godly and to uugodly par@nts—~auu, more intere tlnb,' '

the prospecta of ahi;uren born to & “miheu“ marrlage of the

7 n&ﬂm ,' : 'p‘ :‘ .




godly -with the ungodly. In this case.a sort of %enﬁeiian N
ratio appesrs, a few being axl'goed, more being all~baﬂ,-mn&
the rest so confusing e campromiae of sins and conscience
that they can nowhere find harbar. - As for the Lu1¢dran of
godly parents,RWisam&n is careful to posit that daaplte,this
advantage, "They are-.boriu, as others, the chiidr of . kra
and that ”&rac@ comes not wito thes as an Inaaritanaa;"a :

Bunyan admita that the prayers ana 1nwtructions 01 g@aly o
parents may do much to preserve ‘their babes from the pit. -
In fact he strongly urzeswpar@nbs:@o fulfili their Gou«bant"
duty in this respect. It wils be.fdund.in tha.succeeding
chaﬁter that the mozt frequently mentioned quality in a parent
is his or ner diiigence to instruct children in tue ways‘ofr
Goda To @ parent believing in the dresdful idea here upheld
by Bunyan, this sense ot respon&iblliuy fozia‘uew'aoui in .
paril'must have bemn # powerfullyvmuwpaiaing edotion.> Surely
there must have been a gric earnestness in the &tt@myt to‘
seve a tainted infant soul from finding expression in. taintaa'
behaviow¢',Thgt infant¥s: sole ghost of a chance was & good
life on this earth; but ail tue ecards were agaimot algm@& |
life with the exception of the pareat ¥s gnaly 1n£lu@nea upon
his hmlylessncasﬁ‘v.

¥F. L. Janney in nis. uisuerkatlon on. Pn{;ahoou in Enﬁiigh
Literature parepurases tone Puritan. estimute of childhoog,?
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Ainother clergyman, Bishop Hall, touches upon weakness
an¢ innocence in childhodd,'tbnugh his meditstion ™Upon a
Cuild Crying" uses childhood &s a figure of speech. Halils

volume of Qccasionai Heditations finds :piritual anu moral

symbolism in many other small thlngo ‘such as Upon the 5ting—
ing of a waspj Upon the crowing of & cock; Upon & falr- .
coloured £ly; Upon & beeci tres 1u11 off nats‘ or'Uyon toe
occa»ion of a redbraabt coming into uis cn&mbe;. Into aucu'
pleasant cnmpany wanaars the crying of & enild, to be turnéd
like thé rest'to ediflcation; Because thls little assay is
not hignly inspired it may be more li&aly to - raprpsent 8
typicai religious attitude to childhood.

Hall deals with two outstanding cliildisi qualities,
irrationality and awaétness of ﬁispoéition. His,first pare-
graﬁh 15 a compilation of facts about babynood which painf
up 1ts .si.lly, ridgdiculous pilgit.

It was upon great reason that tle sapostle cn&rged
us not to be eciildren in understunding. ¥hat fools
we all once srel Even at first we cry and salle, -
. we know not wherefore; we nave not wit encugh to
make sigus what hurt, or wuere ve- complain; we can
wry the mouth, bub not suck the breust; wnd if we
- want hﬂlp, we can . only lawent and spraml and dle. ...
After, whien some montns nave taught us to dilstine -
guish & lititle betwixt things and persons, we cry,
for every toy, even that wiicu may most hurt us;
and when there i1s no other cause, we cry only to -
‘hear our own noisey &nd are straight stilled vith
4 greater; and i it be but upon the bretalng of a - ..
tooth, we are so wayward toaat nothing wili please
Us « ..« « Wo fear neitner fire nor. watcr' notuing
scares us, but either & rod or a felsned bugbeur.:
. « + Tho more that our riper years resemble these -
dispos itiOus, tne more ehildish we are, and nore
wcrthy botn of our own and others _censure,
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Small cause do we find here to respect chilchood. Tnis’is &
good putting or the sort of,tolefant'éontampt wnich may have
underlain the bicgrapner's nceglect of childhood. But ‘Ball,
'has»givan only half tie pleture. The inability to act ratiﬁn-
ally argues an inability to act sinfully. Coildren are.

natur&liy gracious.

put here-agein, it was upon no less reason tnat.
tue apostle charges us to be chlldren in malicious-
ness. Tnose 1ittle innocents bear no grudge; - toey
ure souner piocsed than engry; ahc LD sny wean heve
wronged them, let them dbut huve given a stroke
unto tle nurse, to beut the otzenou;, it is ecnougng
- at the same instant they put forth their nand for
reconcilement, ond offer themselves unto tiwoue
arme thet trespaussed. And waen they are most
rrovard, they ere stilled with & pleusant SOLE .
The olcd word is that %en 0ld man is twice. w ehildsg
but I say, auppy is he. that is thus z cndld alwuys,
It 15 o greut imperfection to wuni knowledgs, but
~of tne two, 1t ic better to be u cillid jin unqe-—
stunding, thenl & maa in maiicgausn&ﬁs. © ,

' It‘. 1s hard to got amay frw;ma @anventiomi dicmatomy
of th@ chilo~cnaracter; nor is it & fartil& point of view.
Its cﬁrrencyvuétsrtc &éprive-cnilﬁﬁdod, reel flesh-andabléod
childhood, of any serious eatm&ta in literature. Bisiwp
Ferle's character WA Chllid® 1e in»tinct with it, though rtarle
mekes his portrait far wmorc cunerute, iively, and witty than
any other rieference to generic childhood.. |

| A child, commences Earle, Mis m&n'in & omali let*er.i"
This epigram puts concitely one -of the wost mistoken of long-
~ago ldeas about culléren., They weire laoked upon as miniature

men. Even in puysical s ructure the uxficrunca was conceived

1o dall, liorks, Vol. X, p. 168,




as one of size only;';We'Are discovering that their mental
and spiritual structure likewisa washconsidered but thé faulty
miniature of adult ways of thought.' Childish manifestations
which would not admit ot this 1nter§retation were simply not
brought into the picture. The notion that the man!s thougnt
patterns owe anything to the child!s thought patterns in a a
causal sense is not exploxted. The tranaition from cuiluhood
to uanhood is obscured, while the chilu is aade to poSe as
an amusing or: inatructive model of adultnoou.' of course tnere
is s great deal of truth in the notion that the chi;d resembles
the»man. But to us tne rcaemblanee 1s a mattar of C&USb snd
efiect. In the saventeentn century ths resemblance _seems to
have been a. mattpr of analogy. LT o ‘
Earle goes on to strlng together varioua plaubible mta-
puors for cnildhood. He 1s "tha best copy of Adam befowe he/TJ
tasted of Eve or the apple R The unalogy of tue inno-'
cent cnilu with the 1nnocent father of mankind is frequently .
found,. - Taylor and Traherne, use it.. It is akin to anotner
metaphor, not strassed durins this périod likening childhood
to the golden axo. h&rln'a next figure cmphaaizaa the newness,
the clearnass, of tns child. "Be is nature'a frash picture
newly drawn. hx oil, which tme, amd mh hmdling, dims and
defaces. Very aimilar 15 the tlbula ras& tnecaz"r which comes

_-next- "His soul is yet a wnite paper unscribbled with obser-'
vations of the worlu, wherewitn, at 1ength, it becomes a i
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Farle now resorts to more.direct characterization. - ..

--He'is pure;y happy, because he Xnows no evil, nor ..
hath made means by sin to be acquainted with misery.
He arrives not-at the mischief of being wise, nor - _
endures evils to come, before seeing them. He kisses
“and-loves ali, and, when the smart of the rod is :
past, smlles on his beater.‘

Iarle drivea deeper anu deeper the chlef point, tnat tue child's
ignorance of the world makes him enviable. -

Hature and his parents alike dandle hlm, und tlce
him on with a bait of sugar to a draught of worm-
wood, - He plays yet like a young ‘prentice tihe

- first day, anc is not come to his 'task of melan- .

. choly. All the language he speaka yet is tears,

.and -they serve him well enough to express his..
necessity. His hardest labor 1s his tongue, as if .
he .were loth to use so .deceitful an organ; ‘and he
is best company with it, when he can but prattle.

. We" laugh -at his foolish sports, but his gawe is .. =
our earnest; and his druwss, rattles, and nobby-

. horses, but the emblems .and mocking of mants

‘ business.. ,

In this ldbt sentence tne theory of the minlature man finds itu
true application, for cuiluren always mimlc adult actlvities.
The last part 01 thu cu&racter hab e religzouq tinge. ‘ o

His father hath writ him as hia own llttle :tory,
wherein lie reads those days of his life :that he
cannot remember, and sighs to See what innocence

-he has outlived, - The older he grows he 1s a 'stair
lower from God; and, like his first father, wmuch
- worse in his braecn@a. He is the Christiants
example, and the old wan's.relapse; the one imi-
. ; tates his pureness, and ‘tne otuer falxs into his.
simplicity. Could he put off his body witn his
. 1ittle coat; he had got etgrnity without & burden,
and exchanged ‘but one heaven for anothel. la

Earle is thxowing greater weight into the scales of innocence»

than into the scales of rational iufirmity; anu foolisnnesa.

i order,fas found‘in bof Lnuand witherSpoon, Séventeenth

- Century Prose, p. 343.
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He betrays cleerly a fondness for little children, and éiese
acquaintance #ith them. Childhood he thinks of as a litila\
island of iénorant blessedhess,‘given men to lure them on to.
the dismal remainder of life. Surely Larle is speaking for
contrast when he speaks of adult life solely in terms of dim-
ness,'defaéednesg,'blur; of aequaintance with sin and misery;
of foresight of evil; ofIWOrmwood;.of'melancholy, deceit,
vanity. Earle finds the cuilu attractive because he nas not
yet undertaken vhs immense task in which he is foreaoomed to
fail. In a sense,‘Earla aiiuly-advocates & return to~ch11u-
hood. The father returns by contemplating hii smali son. 'The
Caristian returns by copying his innocence.' The olu LaIl,
like a child, divasts himselr of tba encumbrances of active
life.U' |

Taylor, Hall, and Earle have all made capitai of the. child's
innocence, conﬁideraa quite generaliy. Th@&as Tranerne went
far beyond them.‘ To these three cieries, the purity of child#
hood connoteu merely the absence of worldly stain. Tranerne,,
on the other hand, urges a positive bplendor in chiluhood._
In infancy, he believas, toe spiritual senses apprcnena the
worlu aright. In very actuality, on tuig eartu, the cnild _
dwells in the Kingdom oi Gou.‘ The dimming, deiacing, biurring
Vto which Earle is resignad ib to ir&herne tha great trageay
of civilized life.. Chilchoou 18 intended by hod to be tne
53§~g of tue growing man. Tn& pure glary of which,the very
"young child is con»cious, or at least of which the mystic B

3|
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Traherne was conscious in infaney, isrthe»true<aspect-ofutﬁe
univsfse;* Bad education and uninspired adults, inducting |
the child into=éﬁrk-practical life; destroy the méstApraeious
thingfa.child~pés&esées,‘his.sod;givan capacity to enjoy the -
wbrld;-'conséquentxy’Traherna~is éh @arnest'believéf in-ﬁhé?*
necessity for an actual spiritual feturn to chiidnoud, fo that’
coﬁdition in which the.spiritual'senees were as yetfuhimﬁaired.

- Qur Saviour's meaning, when He said, He must be
born again and become a little chila thut will
»en%er igvo the Kingdom of Heaven 15 deeper far -

~ than 1s generaliy bellevecd. 1t is not only ina

- eareless reliance upon Divine Providence, that we

are to become little children, or in the feeble-

. 'ness &nd -shortness of our anger wnd: simplicity of-

our passions, but in the peace and purity of sll
~our soul., which purity-also is a deeper thing:
than is comwonly spprenended. For we must dis-
robe ourselves of all false colours, and uiuclothe.
our souls of evil habits; alli our thouﬁhts mus t be -
infant-like and clearj the powers: ol our soul - -
fres from the leuven of this world, and disen-
“tangled from men!s conceits and-customs. . « . 80
those things would appear to us only which do to
children when they are first-born. ambitions,

~ trades, luxuries, inordinate affections, casuel

- and Ancldental ricnes invented since the fall,
would be gone, and only those tunings appear, ‘which

- did to- Adam in'Paradise, in the sawe light and in
the same colours: God in His works, Glory in tue
light, Love in our parenis, men, ourselves, cnd

- the face of Heaven: - Every man natyrally seeing
- those -things, . ti the enjoyment of which he is
naturally born. ,

It is unnecesuary to cavil with Traherne's philoaophical pogi-
tlon-~with his association, for example, oi mental c;arity
with an embrace of 1nfinity, or of his aseription to infaucﬁ
of full~fledged ogg §. ?hat is important is to note tuat ;;

15  Trkherne, g gg;eg of gﬁg}ta__ggg, PP ““EB—ng
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advanees thom aowhere in thsir ain to bo dlstinguiahad from
beasta.

Hoithsr uust we tnink that the. life of a Man begina

when he can feed nimself, or walk alone, when he

can fight, or beget his likej. for so he is contem-
‘porary with' u. camel, or.a.cow; but.ne-is iirst a-.

man when he comes to a certain, steddy use of reason, :
- according ‘to nhis proportion, and when tfat. is; all -

the world of men cannot teli preclsely -« . .. for the ,
1ife .of 'a man comes upon him slowly anc insensibly..a. .17

Thsn follous one of Taylox!a most Justly famouh metkphurb,
in which the gradual. energence of maturity, of - 'Llii‘e," of
-manhood, 13 compareu to a gloriuus but slow~craeping dawn~;'~
Hon significant 4t is that childhood is not ituelr the marn-tv
ing, but the night xhich the norning of manhood succeeds in
overwhalming. P '
- 8ir.Thomas Browne, 4. sovarni;n neglecter of . cnilaheod ln

his writings, 1neludes in his ggg_ggggng_gg$~ strong advice
not to retard the progress from one 'age" to anctner.

Conf'ound not the distinetions of thy Life which
Nature hath divided: that is, Youth, Adolescence,
Manhood, anc old Age, nor in these divided periods,
‘wheruin thou art in a menner Four, conceive thy~ .
self but One. Let every divinien be happy in its.

. proper virtues, nor one.vice run turoughjﬂl& Let:
~each distinction have its salutury transition, . and..
“critically deliver thee from the impsrfections: ef
the former, so ordering the whole, that Prudence-

- and-Virtue may have the largest: soetion. Do:as & |

. Child but when thou art & child, and ride not omn

-~ a'reed at twenty. lie who hath nnt taken leave of . .

~the follies of ‘his Youth, and in his maturer state»“,_

" scarece got out of that- division, disproportionately
divideth his Days, crowds up the latter part of hi» :
Lifo, and leav.s ﬁoo Rarrow .a corner for the Aga '

II, J’Faylor, ti Y pp.‘.- Tﬂ:——&ﬁ. ?ﬂcea iros Eglz. ﬁééﬁf“ '
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of;Wiadom,_andvsa,hath'roow-ﬁo be & Man scaves
longer thauihs haeth been & Youth. Rather tuan to
make this conlusion, suticipate the Viriues ol .
- Age, and live long without the inlirmities of it.
- 80 muy st thou . « .. be coetanecus un ig thy  Elders,
and a rath@z unto thy eozt&mporariu
£o Brﬁun uou;m carry avcu@hrther tne princi;¢a oz yutt;ng
1‘auuy cnllui h tuing ) To ba %iéﬁ a hnn mubv ”put ahayﬂ eveu o
hiw prlme in ozﬁar tu aut;ﬂipatu ala age.’ B.umna udl&”&taﬁ"
'chlxuhcon wirnin its bounds, ‘but, there 1s nothing Gesir- . .-
able about it, nothing to maﬁe ong 1Lbret graauutlcn from it. ‘
- bro*nu re cla&n brﬁul hwt“aan tnk uypotn*t cul ‘*VlulOﬂo
‘of lilu qu l& 35 ru,li tic tuuu ”aylor'o Jlow gracatﬁon.-?iﬁt_'
both &greﬂ on tne y&ramaunt ua&irablﬁity cf Laavzng cu.;uhoad“
oqveraly beuinm ab a “5rioa rulative¢x una crvicnabia.. Jaun

.

.Lilton infuacu eveu grﬁuce"'u¢¢mtn into tﬂut para rraph 01

-Hib Xgagtwta on «aueuuicn ﬁthu LP&CPiwa tnﬂ ‘ideal tu bew'v‘
nexu before the buy» in s achool.

The e skill anc g.ounawera wiii be to tﬁ@pﬁrvf-~.
then such lectures and expl&natiunb Ui u“‘pvexy
coopportundty as-may leed and draw them in willing.
- pbedience; 1nil&mcu witih the study of learning ,
©and the sémiration of virtue, stirrsd wp with high e
“hopes of living to be brave men wnd worthy ya»rioua,"'“
deur to Goc an¢ famous to all zges; thul thsy way
despise and scorn wli theix cui;alun ongt ill~zaught
~;qualitiea, to delight In manly snd liberal exer—
 elses--which he whno hath the ort anc proper elo-
. guence to catell thew with, what with zmilcé and - . -
- affectuzl porsuasions, nﬂﬂ what withh tue lntlmutiau f'
ool sowe fear, if nced be, but cuielly by ids own.
exawple, might 4in & short space of tlmy gein them
..o o sn in&rauiule diligence snd courage, infusing . .
into thedr young breasts such an iﬁbbnuouu S nabluv‘
,1,ard0* a5 aaulc nat fa~l to mga@ asny of tubm

‘lB”'YB@OWQ&,'ﬁﬁrgﬁ; ?ng:;Ll;j§;j5l35‘ T
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fféhownediahd'natchlosﬁvmen.lg o
| Thether the child'is originally guilty or originally.
1nhoceat,‘éllftﬁeSéflritgraﬁwithithe3oxception-of“Traherne
fagreeion the dangerous ﬁeakieas,"thé infirmity,*oiiéhildhood.‘
~fI‘ojTaylor‘thhat‘.wetkmss 1sflppaa11ng,:tc»Baxter-it 1S-pruc-‘-w |
tically lodﬁhﬁoﬁe.- whether predisyascd to goodnesa or to
sin, the. child is ignnranx~—1snornnt of its status-in tne
universe; ignorant ef 'i%s. prehont peril;. ignorant of thm hard
life which, ten~ta-—one, taces 1t ignorant of ity’ scul. -In
contrast to tuis powarlessnons, this bilndRGSh, this. faulty
~ adjustment -to fact, the~1de§l~ofvn&turity-glows with atrength¢'_
God!s"bldasing'may lie upon thb child; “but upon the man that
blessing lies not merely abstract but impl‘mented. A;l~hdste
.mugt be made to put away childish thlngs that one ﬁa&tbee&me"

a man.

It is not so much the truth or iaxaenood, wis&om orl
unwisdom of these dicta on cnilchooa whxcn COnceLyil Us &s tne .
monopoly these ideas exert. Thic basic conccpt partly prao~ N
tical, partly religiousy which brand% euilahnod as of no
’positive ‘value, as a retarding factor, and as & conqition in
which 1t is undesirable to lin;er, muftles interest in enild~
hood.. Taking it rox-grahted that such ideas a&s those quoted
in this chapter were the accepted ones, it is not surprising
'to find life writers unentnu»iastic about the chilauooa ot

19- Hilton, §§ gducation, p‘mgé
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those whose lives they wrote. There-is essentially nothiﬁg3
in this sbrt of generalization about childhood to lure one :
to think constructively about it. Since the seventeenth
century managed to get along witheut realizing how important
the childhood of each man had been in nls aevelopment,_b10g~
raphy naturally got alang without syenalng space and attention‘
on cloudy recollbctxons 01 that loat-anu well lost-- 1~-
_abe of lite._ Fhatevex the @frect may n&ve been u@on t;ep'
uaily happinasa of iaalviaual boys anu glrls, conterpt o“ ‘
childhood and attacnmant to an iueai of maturit) herb 1ruit« |
ful attitudes in that century~~iruitful ol ”renuwned an“_';v

matcnlesa men.“





















husbana uo not suggost such fortitude. They are- simpla and
~domestic, and they freqnently rafar to tne cnilaren, all
young at the time; Laay Brilliana'a most famouﬁ letters Ere
tno;e written 5ubsequently %o one of her 5on, at Oxford. Kow,
nowever, Hed 15 just a llttle boy coavalescent from a “rume.

. . on but nowe, I thanke God he is better and begina

to be merry. He lnquires. for Jhon Walls comeing

. dovne; for he thinkes he will bringe him & letter.

I must desire. -you to send ‘me Cowne-a littell Bibell

for him. He would not let me be in peuce, tell:I

promised him to send for on. -He Begings now to .

delight in yreading; and that is the booke I woula

havo him place this delight in.9 G
She goos on to report thﬂt Tom has a ”great cola,“ and that
baby Brill haa two taath, thus appropriately mingllng her
motnerly concern for the healtn both oi thair boaies anﬂ of[
tnelr souls,

Anothor hsroine ol the Civil W&rs, Lucy Apsley. Hutchinson,
leit with her biography of .her. husbana & "Fragment® of Buto-~
blography which breaks ‘of with the arrival of her. younger
sister.  She secms to have been & beautiful. chixu wio expernA
iencéd even in infancy a. gen@rai-mentai flowering.A Some of‘-
her Juvenile faats point to. conaidarahlm rexigious trainin&,~
but they are -not evidence offauy»aarly agcess of religxous
emotionu Sh@ lauds her parenta SLor tnn auvantages thay put
in her way, for the rich enucation ﬁh@ reeeivaﬂ. Thayigomn

menced their care for hexr mind very early._ SR

g Qnot¢¢-135ﬁdﬁfreyiﬁonézcitﬁ; TR 131~92;
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.- By the time I was four years old I read English -

- perfectly, and having a great mewory, I was calrlad
to sermons; und wiille I was very young could remeum—
ber and repeat then exactly, and being caressed, .
the love of praige tickled me, and made me attend -
more heedfully.

This trait partakes of pride rathel tnan of piety tnough Lucy
tello us that she emhracea doctrine wnen very young, though
without any great By ense of hod.
‘ It pleused Cod that througn the good 1nstructions |
.- of my mother, and the .seruons she carried. me to, -
1 was convinced that the knowledge of God was thc
-most excellent study; and accordingly applied -
‘wyself to-it, and to practise as I was taught. -
I used to exhort my mother'!s maids much, snd to - -
turn their idle discourses to good subjects; but
.. I thought, when I had done this on tue Lordls. .
day and every day performed my due tasks of reauing
and praying, ipat then I. was free to anything th&t
was not sz.n.l i
The little prig Lucy was grounding hwxself firmly 1n religion,
deapit& thass calculations~ Though tne very maida bne naxhorted?
on uunday filled’ her. sage little. ‘weekday head with romantiec
confidences ana gossip ‘and irivolou, storiss, and tnougn she
was really much fonuer of hc; leS°on5 th n 01 the knawiecge
of God, yet she voluntarlly uet a- value upon religious tnought
when shc was a cuild, and the habit became deeply 1ngrained.
) The fineat Puritan fervor inbpired the houe oi bamuel
and busannah wesley, parents of the Evangeliat John Wesley.
Their large family waa really an eighteantn century fumily,~

as the couple were married 1n 1690, but tue theories waich

10 ‘ﬁhtcninson o Pe 14, :r\: fﬁr
11 Hutchinbon: E"‘nm!f“%fi, pa 15, = o
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Her'subduad;pnd.mortifieiAekil&r@n wera,exgeadinsly'forgunaté'
that she ruled mot out of a pnrelloia»of,power;,but;eas;gi |
honest persuasion’ that her-maﬁho&twas"right and good;f“g'aﬁiid_
was suafe under -the "reasan and pletyt". of such . a parent., She ..

reminds John of tae machanicax ai@& to: raligiea strictla

enforced in: h»r noﬂa., o

.. The ‘children of this fauwily : wara taughﬁ, as -soon 88 .
they could speak, the Lordts Pr«yer which they were
oomade to say:ab risiag and bed-tinme: coa&tant&y; to:
which, as they grew bigger; were sdded a short
praycr for thelr parents, and some collects, & . .
snort eatechism; and some portlon of. beripturu, =
their memoxias coulu bear..'.‘~ . LESI

Thay Were very. earl; maae to éi&tlngalan taa
Sabbath Irom other -days;: before they could: aell :
' speak or. go. They were as- soon taught to be. :tilx '
at family prayers, and %o ass a blessing imwmediately
after, which they used to do by aignb, before tuey
could kneel or speaks .. @ | .

Thé~wesley-hnuse burned~down,~diatu§b1ng~this~admirahléf§autiﬁe.' ‘

The: cnildren were tsmpur&rily ﬂaiﬂparae&ﬂ inzo various o&h&z o
families, Reunion brought "a strict reforu,."

" ea . e -@nd then was begun tne. cu@tnm of . singing ..~ -
psalms at baginning and leaving scuool, morning dne
- evening. Then also that of a general retirement. .
at five ofcleck wes entered upon, waen the oldest
- took: the youngest that could speai, and the second
" the next, to whom they read the Psulms for the day
.- .and ‘a ehapter. in the llew Testament; as in the worn- -
ing they were directed tu read tne Psalus &né a
-chapter in the Qlu, after which they went to their.
~ private prayers, before they got their breakfast,
- or came into the fawily. And, I. thina Goddy tive. . -
custom i» still preaervea among

P TT R ﬁealeyfs Tetier to 5ahn is giVan Ia fﬁil ey 36nn
Wesley's Jourpal,pp. u90~9~.
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tribute to the pious trmining anjayad in youth by the " divinea
of whothe ﬁrite of Hooker, having recaunt%ﬁ hsw 1t was
that tha bcy bacama the pratege of a bishop &nd henee recei?ed
an eaucation worthy of his talenta, he. telxa us’ that |

in tne mean time his Earsn$s and‘uaster laid. & founda-~
tion for his future happiness, by instilling into
“his soul the sceds of piety, those conscientious -
principles of living ané fearing. tod, of an szrly -
belief that he knows the very secrets of our souls;

" .« « o« These seeds of plety were so scasonably. p&aht&é,

~ and so continually watered withi the Gaily dew of:

©. God's bles:zed upirit, that his- infint virtues grew.
into such boly ‘hebits, as did make him grow dally-
‘into more and more.- ravar both- wita God- and Ban e .19

wnlton's Jife of. Eanderaon mantions tne aiu given to ﬂlo 1nnate-
'ly "blaased tempﬁr" hy ﬂhis prudent Fathur'a gaoc ex&mple

?¥;&nn by fraquant converaing with him, and sektter~v~y JEPDP
- ing short apothegms end little plagsant stories,
- . and making useful -applicatlons of them, his son - - .
was in Lniancy teught to abhor Vanity andé Vice as R
. monsters,. and to Siaeern the 1ova1;ne;s of Wisdom -,
and Virtue « & = S .

halton makeu no closer approach to chilahocd tnan tnese vaguei
ana xlatterlng nacriptiona of nicty 1rom infancy. v’. _
" John Bramaton'f autobiography containg brléf charaeter
of nis decuaaea uife in hicn the outatandvﬁg vxrtue 1g her
‘zeal for har enlluren's religioua weLfare. The whole cnarac~'
ter follows—«scarcalg fervent commmnt.vr ‘ “'V I
o “She was a virtuous ;ng ralligious woeman, & most .
careful. indulgent mother to _hur children, 1nstructed

,': in the Churciie Catichisme, teachinge Shem ths
:zﬁord's Pray@r, the Commendments, anu tha Creede,


































undér Beclods of earth," because it was not natural. The
biographefa‘of Hichnlis Ferrear hovever regard the comfort as
natural, the *temp&atioh" as the &pe@ial dispensation.

John Bruen's soul could now God only by belying its own
infant obscurity, but we feel that Wicuolas had al&ays_a soul
as failr and bright es his golden hair.

Huch the sawe impression zs of one born to holiness
greets us in John Evelya's life ol Margaret Blsgge Godolphin,
a young woman with whom he was closely acquainted during the
seven}yaars before her unfortunzte death at twenty—tive} A
Evelyn'b comments on her childhood are vague tributes rather
than facts; ue stresses Ler babyhoou religilous inatructLOu,
saying that by her M"excellent mother® she was Vas early ..
instituted in the fear of God &s she could speak,"®® 2t the
.age of "eleaven" she was ripe for coanfirmation. Evelyn
tells us how seriously lMargaret regarded this mileéton@ in
her 1ife. It seems to have sobered ner permanently. She
began to govern her life according to a strict regimen of
devotions und cbstinences. Long before, she had felt the
benefit of her firm religious "institution;® for &s a mere
child she was exposed to "Poperye" in France while there in
the company of the Counteés 6£_Guilr0rd.__1t-is ﬁith~yr1ée
that Evelyn is able to'feport her stéadinéss‘in herydﬁn féith.

And this minds me of what I have heard that ‘
being frequently tempted by that Bygott o .

32  %volyn, EQ@ TiTe of 5, @0\0 0nin, p. G.
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proselitesse to go to Masse and be s paplst,

our young Szint would not We persuaded to i%, but

asserted her better faith with such readinesse

and constuncy, &s (according to the argument of

that keen Religion) caused ner to be rudely trested

and menaced by the Countess; soe as she was becoue

a Confessor ani almwost a Martyr before she was

7 years old. This passage I have from herselfe

and sue would relate it with pretty circumstances.40
One may well fcel cisappointed tnat no "pretty circumstances®
surrounding this 6r any other event in Hargaret'!s devout
early chilchood have come down to us. There i:s greater full-
ness in the account of her second great temptation, which
she weathered as well as she had the first. At twelve she
beceme a member of the Cburt of Charles II. Surely that was
an snomslous situation for a child of her sober and retired
interests. Evelyn assures us tnat ner virtue M"preserved her
.steady in that giddy ststion."l She protected herself by
an even stricter personal routin with a code of ruies to aid
her in avoiding tue stein of so dissalute a court. ¥Fortu-
nately Evelyn is able to quote the rules entire. Under tuem
she not only grew in grace hersell during her seven years at .
court, but wes distinctly sn influcnce for-good there. Fvelyn
waxes eloquent in her praise: .

Whatl shall I say, sne like a young.ﬂpostless\bégan

to plent Religion in that barren Soyle? Arethusa

passtd thro all those turbulent waters without soe
much as the leest staine or tincture in her Christallfe .

‘Margaretts observance of private and public devotions was

20 Ibid., pp. B-0.
41 Lo g Pe D
42 (a.f-." p. 14Q




rigid. Her preoccupation with lifets sombre an¢ serious .
aspects is provec by sone méditations on death which she took
the trouble to. write down. But E#@lyn points out that these.
ways of life came easily to Margaret. They represented her
honest desires. There was nothing forced about ner pletye.

After ali this unusual religiosity it is a satisractiom
to learn that Margaret was lively, attractive, cheerf#l,
witty, skilfull in conversation witih tuose she considered
warihy. ‘8ince she wis able to make herseif loved as well
as admirea,;it is no wonder thot she wus Plooked upon as &
1ittle miracle,n4®

In this chapter we have come upon several passages in
which childhoodwis shown to have conformed to the religlous
standards set for the grown man, Each example hes carried
the implication that the child's religious experience was &
departure from its status as a c¢iild, and an assertion of its
status as a soul. Accordingly, the circumstances, "pretty"
or otherwise, which wouuld nave made more vivid to us tie exact
calibre of the child's spiritual emotion ére suypreséed, and
its religiqus=behavior is recorded 1ﬁ stock terminology..

It is understandabie tnat forgotten childhood should
yield to blography nothing Sﬁt glimmerings of the man or
woman to comej but it is a little more difficult to ga'thé}

whole way with those psrents of the seventeenth century who

m*t .P-o 14,
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foreed their children into pramature‘devaiepment, as if in
emulation of the pious ehildnoods found in books. Despite
the intense fatnerly affecﬁian of John Evelyn, his grief-
stricken sketch of little Richard bears witness to &n over-
anxiety for the boy'!s conformity to religious and educational
pattern. Some parents love their children froz moment to
moment for whit they &rct other paremts love primarily the =
promise of what the child is to become. Their parental emo-
tion rests heavily on hopes, expectations, plans. Sueh & -
father was John Evelyn.

Little Richard was of course an actual prodigy, not &
normal cnild, His'fiva short yeara were crammed with learn-
ing and with quieck cenformity to adult v& -ues.  To Evelyﬁ'
it must have baan a comfort,: that ainca tne child haﬁ to die,
his. time hnﬁ baan 50 well spent. ﬁichard too& to heave: a
soul not only retaining itx origin&l innbcenca, but reinforced
with the purest purts or hnman yiety and laarning. To us it
is rather pitiful thet Richsard &hould»have in af¢eét‘b@en
denied his childhood. o

Evelyn says. that he can nﬁvwr think of 1652, birth-
‘yéarior<both Richard and Margaret Godolphin, without & mixe
ture of different passions® beceuse of Wth:.t Child wmhose
early hmpes:You have often h&arﬁ”m&ﬁd@ploie the loas'éf,-nur

doe I yett remember him witnout emotion,nd4 Gurely Evelynts
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eulogy of Richard at his death in 1656 is his most emotionaily
charged piece of writing,45 unless it be a similar outburst
upon .the death of his nineteen-year-old dauguter Mary. Yet
what Evelyn signalizes in Richard is the absence of childishe
ness in him, He outlimes & course of study wnhich the modern
high-sehool child would find irksome; yet Richard oried when
he'eéuldbnot have more. He was Wa prodigy for wit and under-
standing; for beauty of body & very angelj for endowment of
mind, of incredible and rare hopes.®" His Pendowment ol mind®
is well indiczted by his linguistic acecomplisiments and his
"disposition to mathematics.® 1His edusation was not entirely
secular, of course.

"As to his plety, astonishing were his applications

of Ueripture upon occasion, wnd his sense of Godg

he had learnmed alli his Catechism eerly, and under-

stood the historical part of the Bible and the New

Testament to 2 wonders « . « These and the like

illuminations far exceueding his nge and behaviour,

cannot but leave iwpressions in me at the memory

of him. ¥hen one told uim how wany days & Cuaker

bad fasted, he replied that was no woander; for

Curist hud said that man should not live by bresd

alone, but by the Word of Godes - .
Richard "declaimed against the vgnities}ef the world before
he haa se:n any." He would r@qﬁest his visitara“t@ knéel witn
him in soue c¢orner to pray. . Like tae otnef goo&~¢hildren we
have met, he was "gender .under rebuke.” WHow thankfully would
he receive admonitioni™ writes Evelyn; "how soon be Tecon-

clledl™ lie was full of serious curiosity. He was a lovable

T Tvelyn, Haiy, Vol. I, pp. 5008 —
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the Puritan parent might be said %0 work to -eradicate inherent
evil in the child, while Anglican parents worked to preserve
inherent inaocence. ’

Though Thomas Traherne became an Anglican clergyman, his
hyper-intense religious experienca in childhood ‘cannot be
classed with any contempora:y schooli of réligious thought,
His mysticism is his alone, unless its affinity with Plate
be recognlized, Its outstanding points were advocacy of joy
in God, and elevation of childhoud &s tne spiritusl model for
the human souil.

The third of Trahe:nets Centuries of Xed s eonsists

of his spiritual autobiography, coumencing with the first
opening of uls eyes in tﬁis world. Although there had been

a period of forgetfulness, Traherne ciaims & ph@nomenai wemory
of infancy. His poetry is even more explicit wita respect to
his apprehension of tie universe when as yet e could dis-
tinguish nothing but iigut. Even nore astounding than iais
remembering tne light is his memwory of Joy ia tne lignt; for
Trelerne's prodigyhood was emotioual as well as mental. He
describes for us internal states of wmind, not external facts.
lig lets us see tue world tiwrougn nis @wn'inf&nt eyes. Of
cource his thesis 1s tiit he taen saﬁ tné world “arig&t,“ tiat
the glary-invebting ali taings tuen was tneir gropat'&ttribute,
anc that-such an wspoilled vision should be the aiﬁ of every
Christian. His rapturous accountiof nis first bright years,

to about the age of four, gives way to a regretful study of







All tears.and quarrels were hidden from mine eyes,.
Everytuing was at rest, Irec¢ aud immortal, I knew
nothing ol sickness or death or rents or exactioa,
either for tribute or bread. In the absence of
these I wos entertained line an Angel with the
works of God in their splendour anc glory, 1 saw
all in thae peace of fden; Heaven and Earth dic sing
my Creator's praises, and coulu not make more
melowy tu Adam, than to me. All Tiwme was Eternity,

. and a perpetual Subbath. Is. it not strange, that
an infant should be heir ol thie whole ¥Worid, and
see those myatgrias which the books ol tne learned
never unfold?46 . ‘

The childts "knowledge®™ would have been more inteiesting}td
us today hau Trzherne not so thoroughly read religious sig-
nlficanba into the undifferentiated pleasure ne at first took
in life. The i&portant thing is that he rém@mbers.tha sense
of endless happiness. Ounly later do angels,’ﬁﬁ&ﬁ, hkagn,
‘ Sabbath,4transforh the wemwory. |

fle gives us one paragraph.df BOT'E ape&ific Joys.

. » o« the gates were at [irst tuhe end of the .

world. The green trees wien I saw them Iirst turough

one of tue gates traunsported and ravished me, toeir

swectness ana uwpusual beauty mace my heart to leap,

and almost mad with ug&tasy, tnhey were such strange

and wonderful tuings. ’
Phe child's norizon is being widened. Nowhere else in Seven-
teentii-century literature is there any such intimate record
of that lsportant sspect of chiidhood, the constant impact
of new tiaings. Suca expariénces are taken for grantea—-ana

would be nere taxen for“granted were it not that to Trancrne

his ecstasy over the green trecs was & religious euwotion.

46 Treherne, Centuries ol ideditations, pp. Lol-152,
47  Ibid., p. 1o<.
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Such emotlions were not indefinitely perpetuated, bowever.
The necessary process of adaptation to an everyday world was
fatal to spirituality.

The first Light which shined in my Infaney in its. -
primitive and lnnocent clarity was totally eclipsed;
insomuch that I was fain to learn all agein. Ir .
you ack me how it was eclipsed? Truly by the cus—
toms -and manners of men, which lise contrary winds .
blew 1t out: by en innumerable company of other
~objects, rude, vulgar, and wortlhless tnings, that
like so many ioads of earth and dung did over-
winelm and bury it: by the impstuous torrent of
wrong desires in all otuers whom I saw or anevw tuat
- ecarrie. me away and ailensted we rrom it: by a
wnole sea ol oti.r metters anu concernments tnat

. covered and drowned it: fipally by tue evil
influence of a bad education tinat did not foster
‘ana cherish it. Al.l men's thougnts and worus were:
about other matters. Taey all prized new tuings
wvhich I did not dream of. I was & stranger &anu
~unacquainted withh thew; I was little’ anu reverenced
tueir autuority; I was weak, ana easily guiuea by

- tuelir example: awbitious aiso, und desirious to
apirrove myselif -unto tuwem. And fioaing no one .
aylxable in wiy mauts mouth of those things, by
degrecs tuey vanished, my thouguts (as indeed

.what 15 more flueting tusn a thougat?) were blotted .
out: and at last alx tue celestial, great, ana
stable treusures to wanich I was born, &s wuol;y
forgotten, as 1i they nau uever been.®

Raré likewise is such an analysis of tue coildts situation
before its educators: imowing littie, awed, imitative, fond
of praise anud attention. But unique4is Tranernels caad@m&a~
tion oi' education, his couvietion tust tie chiid pussesses,
aven prier to the educative process, & grasy‘of tie world
which is superior to the @undane.&ttituﬁes,now to be drilled

into him. The educators wer: successiul in rescdeling the

48  1bid., p. 157.
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dreamy boy by their own pattern, however, anc ne entered upon
a decade of jrofitless weariness in "a comfortless wilder-
ness full of thorns and troubies.vdd They nau driven out of .
him "the very brightness of tue Glory orf God,ﬂ50'hu£ ta@¥
could not make him set a value on the things they had given
him as substitutess He was "swallowed up" in & "miserable
gulf," but Lc says,. "Yet sometimes « « « I suould come &
little to myself, so far as to.feel I wanted sometuing . . .m51
The fincst instance of that mool is described in an anecdote
akin to taat of Nicholas Ferrar's teuwptation, but the cowfort
Traherne draws is derived direetiy frow nature. It is tus -
most intimwate expression of a cunlidts inaer mind at 2 specific
moment encountered in this study..

. Anotaer time in & lowering und sud eveniug, being
alone in the rield, wiaen all tulngs were dead anu
guiet, a certa.n want ana aorror felli ujoan me,
beyond ipagination. The unprofitableness ana mil%ﬁﬁ‘
of tue place Gissatisfied me; its wideness terrified
me., How did I know but daangers migut suddenly
arise from tne East, unc invade me from tue unknown
regions beyond the secs? I wae weax aud & littie
cnild, anu hau forgotten there wa. a man alive in
tne earth, Yet souwething also of nope aal espectu-
tion comforted me Ifroi: every border. Tais taught
me thsai I way concerned in ail tue world: and tact
in tue remotest borders tne causcs of peace deilgut
ne, and tune beauties of the earti wue. seen were
mace to enterta.n me: that I was mede to hold a
communion witll tiue secrets oi Divine Providence

. in all tue worldp that a remewbrance of all tue
Joye I hadsgrom my birth ougut always to be with
WO o .0 V% . ‘L : o . ‘

€« 165,
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51 168.
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So he goes on to derive tine lesson inuerent in that hour of
mingled fear anu cowfort. Tais 1is our sole picture of a enild
alone in the out-or-doors in seventeenth-century liférature.
Tuerc iz uncoubltecly. sigaificance in the coincidental intro-
duection of cuildioua aué nature into iiterature at the time -
of toe .llowantic wmovement, tihough that consideration hus littlé
part in tuls tiesis.

Tue Mvarieties of religicus eaporience" in ciildhoou
as noted in seventecnth-century biography we uave found to'
occupy & cunsilderabie portion oi tne entire space allotted.
to cullcnood, e huve founc.examples ol the Lowe curricuium
of reiigious e&ucatiun, witii ewphasis oun Bible reading, mem-
OTy WOTK, und praycr. We aave wet mouy carnest [areuls,
accepting the respoaslibility for tueir cihdlicrents souls. Ve
have wet severali childrea, some ilnnocently piovus, sue tor-
tured witih gulilty conscieinces, but all witn an early "senue
of God." The Ifuncumentsl religious bius of tue seventeenth
century accounts for the fact that ali tuese manifestations
are uncritically recorsed. Tnere is no atteupt to study
the .recise form raiiglon asiumed 1n a paiticular mind, tuere
is (naturally) no psyechology. Espscialiy noticeabie is tuiss
that these instances are postulated updn reiatively stabie
concepts both of childhood anu of religious experience. Iven
tuougk such anecdotes &s are herein uoted nuy represent thne
nearest apoproximation to living portraysl of tue chiild in

biograply, tuey ure not, with tiie exception ol Traherne, very



highly individualized. This is because the harmonization of
religion wiltu tne daily physic@ and sovcisls lile of tiie endild
is wiolly untduched*—again, mth‘ ﬁxe exception ol Trauerne,

How coulu .uch & harmony, or disharmony, be atu&ied, when no
record of the ciild had survived e:;cept for claius and froof's

of his plety?



CHAPTER IIX

The seventeenth century exhibited a strong will to
maturity. In chiidren such wmaturity, we gatuer, came in two
closely related parts: maturity of soul, which led to firm
grounding in religion; and maturity of mind, whicih on the
negative side meant "putting awey childish things" and on
tue positive side eagerness and industry in academic study.

The great desideratum of chilainood was a capable, ear-
nest grasp of 1ifa, 2 firm uold. A enild w#s & flotsam thing,
mirtiful, cayricious,_h@isy, éalf-céhtera&; rapia of cuange.
All tioe useless casting about characteristic of immaturity
war a token of unaottled.roraleaanask, incompletynnss. Its
culef éxpr0331on vaﬁ‘play.v To gradﬁate froﬁ:the'neeessity for
play was cause for rejoicing. Vven more encuuragiﬁg wes &8
ch1¢u's wil;ingness to assume aault ways of liie. Synﬁeiic.of
adult ways was leaxnlng. o |

| Book—learning was 1auncueu in prattiing days, Wltﬂ Latin
grhmmar.invading the gnilu'b leisure at five or six, often
earlier. As in th& case of régigioés’instructxon, we ure
frequently given in biograpuy the curriculum of study, some-
times an outline of daily tbqtin;. Lady Falkand, Lettice

w50
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Korrison, was brought up in a regular alternstion of activities,

her chaplain tells us.

That her time might not be mis-spent nor her employment
tedious to her, the several hours of tue day had a
variety of empioyments assigned to tuem; and the
intermixture or praier, reading, writing, working

and walking, brought a pleasure to each of them in
tneir courses; so that the day was carried about

faster than she would, and she begins in this her
youth to abridg heraeif of ner sleep, and wes :
ofttimes at &_book in her closet, wnen she wa. thought
to be in bed. : ' '

Mrs. Wesley gives in some detail the school life of tae Wesley
home, with especial attentiog to tne iunception of learning

on tue day after the fifth blrtnday~in‘eaéﬁ'éﬂse,‘when the
alphabet was taugnt,

The way oif teaching was tuiss Tue day before a
child began to learn, tile house was set in order,
every one's work appointed tnem, ana & cuarge
given that none should come into the room from
nine till twelve, or from two till five, wnich,
you know, were our school hours. One day was
allowed the chilcu wherein to iearn its letters,
and eacir .f them aid in that tiwe know &ll 1ts

- letters; great and smalli, exceyt Molly aud Juncy,
who were & day and a hall before tiey unew tiem
piifegtlyz for which I then thought them very -

From that day~tnay were kep£ steadily at tnelr wor«, "never
leaving till perfect in‘their less.n, ﬁeru it snorter or
longer.," Hor was thore provision for recreution curing seunool
houis. ' |

There was 0o such thing as loud talking or pl&yihg
allowed of'; but every one was zept close to tueir

: Falklend, quotea in Goulrey “op, Clt. Pe 4 o
2 s, Wesley's lettor to Tobn, ¥is Tournal of the Hev,
TQEQ %gﬁé Qx » p‘ 44 1.' ’ :




business for the six hours of school., And it 13
almost incredible, what & child may be taught in

a quarter of a year, by a vigorous application, if
it have but a tolerable capacity, anc good healtn .,
« « « Rising out of their places, or goiug out of
the room, was not perniitted unless for good cause;
‘and running into the yard, garden, or street, witi-
out ieave, was always citeemed & cepltal offcnse,

8ligutly more genial was the atwospicre of tuat eariler
householc of the Ferrars at Little Gidding; Tna-ragiMQn'&t the
schoolhouse, which had been form&rl; "a fair dove house®
was btrictly ordered, but the currlculum itself seems joyiul.

The old gentl@woman set herself down in z cnair
and this was her constant plagce for most part o% 3
tne time any werc tinere, and some or other of her
 daughters: her grandenildren were alweys there.
Othors, as young or old, and such as were too
young %e go to school, yet sat there, and in great.
silence, either at tieir book or otherwise: and
the others, some to their needlework, others to
learn what they were to say tue next day. And eacn
hour had commonly some employment or other for themy
. the making the concordance, their singing, their
playing on their instruments, their writing, cipher~
ing and so never idle.

Nicholas Ferrar decreed some play, nbwwver.
%h«y had rulea and times even ror their reereatiana,‘
and they had places for running and vaulting and
ahcoting &t butts with bows and arrowss. On TRhUrse .
day and Saturday part ol tue afternocons werv .
alloved the cunildren for those pastimg&, that tha
bow might not stand bent continually.
Not always was there even tiis much conccssion‘made to tne
cuildts need for play. Kducation was meant o wean the boy
and girl away from childish things as soon as posuible, not

to humor and pamper the outstanding defect of immaturity,

g ' w§ Pe 3550' 5
4 errar, ! it . Pe. 9.
g Dr. Jebb,;gn,_gzg., p: 230.
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I find him duller to iearn this year thaa last
which would discourage one but that I think the
-cause to be his too much minding Play which takes
off his mind from nhis books; therefore they do

11: that co foment and caafish that numour in a
child and by inventing new sports increase nis
desire to play which causeth & grest aversion to
their book; ani their mind being at [first seasoned
with vanity willi not easily loose the reiisn of it.9

In view of tuis widespresd disrespect for the child at play it
is agt surprising that seventeenth century 1it@r&%are‘9r0viéas
us with few concrete examples of norma: chiluiiood distrsetions.
8ir Thomas Browne's wife, Dame Dorotay, deiights us with
evidence tnat sne, at least, was disposed to humor her grande-
sorr "Tomeyts? makemb@lieve‘,vshe writes to Edward Bréwne, the
child?s fathers | | |

Your Tem&y grows a stout f&llaﬁ, 1 hope you wili

com &nd. see nim this sumwer, hee is in great A

expextion of & tumbler you must send him for his

popet show, a punch na haa and his wife, ana &

straw king &ni guen, . ladies of homor, aad ell

things but o tumbler, which tnis tuwn cannot

afford: it iz a wuodln felig% tuat turns his

heles over his hesd . . . '
The letters of Sir %William Petty ana Babért-ﬁoutﬁweii are

satisfyingly rich in references to tpeir cuildren, particue-

larly toe eldest boys Charles Petiy and Neduy S@uthweli wio

sre followed in the course of tueir usvalepment from thne age
of s5ix to the Bnlversity« Heituer fatuer i& anxious for
premature display; their care goes into ua;ia preparstion ror

the quality of the boyts Iuture, whiech will come according

quoted in Ponsonby, Op, cit.,
10 Quoteu in Lucas, The Gentlest Art, p. 74. '
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done, he loves play Ln nis Heart,12
Southwell displayg ag&in anﬁ again a leving aatxsfaetion in
the more fun-ﬁeddy aud the ”apinsters“ are having. iy small
PUgEs are all well anﬁ very Joviall, xar 1 heve got tuem a
blind Harper‘“ls ha urites, ana agatn; ”I hnpe mg laay 1s in
perfect bealth snd all the 1ittle on»s. nyna ure narry and
content, which is us good as bsing wise.#14  witnout any
implieatiﬁn'nf.displ@asurauhe»thus'charactarizas:soma;visit&'
ing childrens: -

- My Lady Percivale does most thankefully aciknow~ -

ledge yours and my ladyes kind rewmembrances. She

-hag here 2 brave brawny boyes as loud .as bsdlanms :

and the Girle i:c of the sams Tribe; znc i Fovember

we. expect an other of the same scantiing.
He speaks of hls spinsters at.thsir."coun$ry divertiseneats*lﬁr
and- indlcates considerable fauwily jellity in %nis sentences’
"Our Heduy is come, and whet betwaen nim and Christmas, the
Girls think they may be.romps by authority.wl?

. However common such countenancing of pléy mey beve beean
in real iife,'it is extremelylr&ra'in seventeenth-century
literature.. PractieaLLy tne only . reference comynrabla to
soutuwﬂll' letters, namely Aon Fan»h4we’b page on her eui;a-

hocd,lcleQS wath\its pwn dlsalalmer. Ann tells us how care-

.ful’h@rgmbfharnhaé,baensto»provid& tuxors,and.instructlon.

jgl

-jila‘, T IZ?;48‘
15 4D 0' P 1id.
14 _ ACles Pe 176.
15 ibid., p. 230.
: 16 pLo o3 P 2‘%‘ ’ :

17 Toid.s . p. 1780 . .




Yet was I wild to that degree that the hours of

my beloved recreation took up too much of my time,
for I loved riding in the first pkncs running

and all zctive pastimes: in short, I was that
which we graver people call a hoyting girl; but to
be just to myself, I never did mischief to mysell
or people, nor one immoral word or action in my .
life, though skipping and sactivitly was my delignt,
but upon my motherts deatb, I then began to reflect, .
and, as an offering to her memory, I flung away
those little childnesses that had formerly pos~-
sessed me, and, by my father's command, toi§ upon
me charge of his house and family « « «

It would be hard to find any more ®romps" and "hoyting girls"®
in this literature; a£ ieast not in biographies or letters of
good people, thougn we do indeed get some picture of the
play-life of Bunyants imaginary Badman, and we are able to
join Richerd Baxter in nhis sinful dancing and apple-stealing.

Of course the danger inherent in play, as Slingsby hinted,
is thet it habituates the soul to levity, Gisposes the boy to
continue in wasteful pastimes after the age of reason should
have arrived. Sir Henry Wotton, ofi on his first visit to
the Continent, writes back to assure his mother that her love-
inspired fears for his sobriety are grouncliess.

« o o let the same love discharge you of them, and

ascertain yourself for my part, that my chilﬁts

years are fully out, which were wont so regardlosala

| to look upon themselves. It is high time to Ig

my mind to the certain course I mean to follow,

It is highly normal and desirable that Henry should have gradu-

ated to man's estate, even that Ann Fanshawe should have givem

up "skipping end activity® at fifteen. However, the “high

fﬁfh “?un§hawa, ggg;gs, Pe gﬁ;. s
19 L&ﬁ_“__..L&5Eﬁzﬁ.eiuﬁés.gﬁﬂ?x;ﬁLu.ﬁﬂu Vol. I, p. 239.
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time® for serious tnought mentioned by Wotton usually comes
much earlier in life, if we are to accept the impression made
upon us by biography. The flashy circumstances of precocity
form much more attractive biographiéal copy than does the
tedious and gfadual development of the average man. The empha-
sis on remarkable conformity to aduit standards wmay be par-
tially accounted for by the eulogistic nature of most biography
of ﬁheﬁtime.‘ Biographies were wonwsents, medels; concerned
rather to judge and to commend than to anzlyze. The graceful
compliments pald to forward youngsters in mo case give us any-<
thing like the portraits of Charles Pstty and Neddy Southwell
built up by their patient fathers, who followed the growth of
their sons rather than pushing it. %ita the initial reserva-
tion, then, that most of the material given about z ciildts
inteliectual history fails to contribute aﬂy'vitai portraiture,
we may survej briefly thevbicgraphieai.eoamahta on secular
edueatiéﬁ and general emefgenss ariﬂuhdafsténﬁingﬂias distinct
from growth in spiritual graue‘  |

It ﬁas'aasy to fall iato tae fallacy of measuring'matur-
ity by'acadeﬁis intefest and agcomplishwent. InGeed, biog-
raphersvSeeﬁ cdmpelled}to léaﬁ frém tue éradle to the scineolroom
and to ask with bated breath, "Did tae child take to his book?®
If hé 6id; all is #ell, and thé_circumstance is twisted intp‘a
fl@ftafiug forecast of adult eéinence in wisdom and‘learniug.
Anything in a child’s life which did not fall under one of tue

categories: plety, and "book," ten to one would never merit








































‘s~ %o colours, having no body to instruct me; copied
: pictures in the parlour in . a table booke « . -
- . - Blandfordiae, -horis vaculs, I drew and = =
~ peinted Bates'!s . . . (quaere nomen libri).
s I was wont (I remember) much to lament with
- myselfe thut I lived not in z eity, e. g. Bristoll,
" ‘where I might “have accesse to wetchmaxers, lock-
smiths, ete <§ did 7 not very much care for
LUBTRBMETr. (i had 7 apprehension enough, but my
memory not tenacious. So that tnen was 2z promis-
" 4ng morne enoughk of an inventive and philosophicall
bead. <§ had aY musical head, inveutive, wra»?%
" blanke verse, had a strong and early impulse t
antiquities (strong impulse to l. My witt
s ‘alwaies woriking, but not adrolet for yorse.
- was) ex(eeeding ymild of spirit; migh<tily
- susceptible of fascination. Ny iuea very cleéer;
phansie like a mirrour, pure cirystal water ﬁhi&h
the least wind does disor&er and mwsEoothe-80
n@ibe or etc. waulu . o8 s

At rourteen Aubrey's iife 19 spared in ‘s falli from & nurge.
At saventeen he goes tcAOAxoru‘ But ne reverts sgain to iis
boyneod prgaLlections. | v o -

¥y fancy lay most tou gaometrie. Ic aier I baav

been good for an)tning, ttwould have been a peinter,

I couid fancy & thing so strongly and iiad so cleare
1uaea of 1t.~ '

; ‘When s buy, he did ever love %o converse witn
~0ld men, as living histories. He cared not for

play, but on playdayes he gave lilmselfe to drawing

an: palnting. ‘At 9, a pourtraiter; and 500N ¥as » «
80 the scrambled account breaks off. But enough has been
given to show that to Aubrey his cidldhood was a pe:iod when
his native tendencies had the greatest freedo& of act¢on.
He sees his cnildhsod full cf arrows poxnting eut tue path to

a good life for hxm——but he had not taken it. He should bave.

zﬁ’ “fhis summary of“ﬁubrey S bcynood f"ilcws Strictly Anbreyts
- own order of narrstion, Brief Lives, Vol. I, pp. o5-45,












big-time child prodigles of the seventeenth century, I should
like to guote a letier sbout seven-year-old Churles Petty,

"to0 serve ss & foll, Charles is engaged in what looks ‘like

& precociously ambitious project. But notice how his father
at the same fime respects bis enthusissa and fiﬁ&@'amﬁsémeﬁtA
in it. Petty could easily have been sober ané-§ré&ﬁ about
little Chacles. Instead he merely lets Charles go on living
nls ovm 1ife, but lets Godfathier Soutuwell share his amuse-

ﬁ@imt »*

Dublin, 18th Octobr 1679 -

DPear Cousin : ' '

Your Godaon Charles Lath mece & seaven
and 40 .dayes traveli tiwrotugh Ircland zna is uow.
writing & booke of his obscervations whici: hee

~Antends to dedicate to bis Gowlather, wnlicu 1 it
take, Hee intends at Spring to coatinue his Travelis
into the Horth oif Irelanc ané thence to Edinburgh
in Saotlanu, and thence witn severall int@rmaéiata
excursions to terminste at London, and hopes
belfore hee bee 8 yeurs old to give a gocd account
of &1l that 1s remarsable in tuae & kingdoms. I
‘assure you hkee hath aliready learaned to ride tnrougu
such wey: and weatners as I usre not, to be con-’
tent with &ucn weat, drink anu loagxng &s Ccomes

- next tu nang , Au also to goe to bede and rise at
command &c.

- There were & gooG muny parent tiien a: now who were not

willing, us Petty wes, to wait for tue natural growth of

their children, who felt impelled to overecucute tuem, John
Evelyn, somcthing of a child-forcer nimselif, writes in nis
ggﬁ of two phenamenal bays, tue Wotton ané Clenchi pro&igieﬁ,

,who maue some publ¢c stir by tusir talentg. Tuese boys

-b:B ;h d., pt }730
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hopes;‘fears, and death.82
Ebtton (with the help of Izaak Ealton his biographzr) is the
only man in ali these lxves uno coafebbes to any such reliving
of boyhood. ¥Nor was 1t habitual with ¥otton, though bie had
the habit of viSiting annually his ancestral seat, Bocton,
because of the athSphera of his early 11fe it evokea for nim.
If tne events of . cnildhooa bad been powarful enaagh, they
aouetimes stayed in tue memory.r Richolas Ferrar, for example,
is aaia to h&ve dally rafrasneu 1n his mind tue iiluﬂinating
experlence ca the iroaty grass-plot.ﬁé But for the feeling |
of a whole perioa, to be bolicited ln wemory is- extramely
rare, If-more of tne_autobiogrgphers had, like %btton, con~
fided to us a portion of tﬁéi;'chiidhooﬁ'day-dreaas, if only
the blogr&phsrs h“a tauen into account the existence of the
childts imagination, the accounts of lirst years might evoke
real interest 1nstead oi, as now, lnﬂxrrerance, or amusement,
or criticism. We wish:they could have brought back some of
tﬁe ehildiéh‘things whighmha& been put away.

o walto Op. Cikt. c‘t. Pe 105..
65  Tr. Jobbo op. ci{., Pe 171,




"Thé contention hﬁsbbéén'maée'in carlier ehaptersuaf iﬁis
thcsia thdt sevent@cnthﬁcenzury biograghical 11terature faila
to paint s living picture of chlluhﬂﬂd; The space allotteﬁ'“
to childhnod is mﬁagre, interest is weak, memory is poar, end
thero ia too strcng a tenﬁancy to tnxnk of cn1¢dren onay in
relation to the raligious and gentlemanly ideals of the time.
if'ws were restricted to bidgraphy for an impression of |
seventeenth—cantury chil&nooa we would be able to form mnky
a cloudy, fragmentary idea. o

' The literature of correspondence should however 1ogie&1iy
prov1de a glimpse hure ana ‘tuere of coiidren, actuﬁl livlng
cni;dren contemporaneous wlta tn@ writing of tue iettar¢

Fraed.from reliance upoun m&mgfy anu nmarsay, rﬂstlng upon ~

ohservation, coopanienship with chiiaren, famil; relatzon&hip,

would letters tend to follow the outline or childhoou Wﬁiﬂh
amerges from the biograpnicai uorms? Would parents, for
example, negleut the “chilaiah“ in favor of the pzamatuxely
glé? Would little‘pnygical dleilé, afrectionate incicents
find their way to paper in letters even tnougu incicent is
weak in»biography? Abéve all, would letturs exnibit real

:
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suggest that childishness itself mey under some circumstances
be-pleasant to an adult. ,

" ‘No man esn tell but he-that loves his children how

- many delicious accents make a mants heart dance

. in:the pretty conversation of those dear pledges.

Their childishnesse, tneir stammering, their

little anger, their innocence, their- 1@pﬁrfee~

tions, tneir necessities are sc many little emana-

tions of  joy and comfort to ig that delights

in their persons and society;

One oi tne first tning, to kesp 1n ming is th@ tremen-
dous turnover of children in tnat day._ Family st&tiaties
revaal & very nigh blrth rate, bnt on tue otuxr Qaﬂd a
terzifying rate 01 inxant mortality‘ Parents of a dazen or
fifteun chilaren, in tne imminent danger of ;auzng :eraays
hall of tnem before maturity, learned to pluce a cautious
value upon their oi*syrinﬁ anc not to loadé the boat of nopes
too heavily. S‘bll.l. tie yreciousnasa of cu:i..mr n was gemer-
ally warmly apprecxauea. Ye find them cal;eﬁ vealtn, riene“,
rewarda, Jewels, blesuings, marcies, gifts. Even tuough
they are “cuarges," it is in Goats agency tnat tue parant
provides' for tne cullc is more the Lordlts tuan 1t» bagetﬁers*

Its philosopnica¢ relatlonsnip to its parents was ex-
pressed in varicus figures of speaan, all implying %ﬁak tie
cnild is a ministure of tae p&rents' The words image,
picture, paxcel, moael, colony, pledge, 8nG acme are used.

The chilcx'r iunctlon in continuing the famx;y liue iv inter-

preted as a power to confer immortailt} upon tue father.

1 ~‘f"éylor, Selectians, p. Z58.
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it was unthinkable that cihildren siould be brought up witbout
a strong disciplines One of the parent!s greatest duties
wzs the waintenance of discipliﬁa; Yet letters and auto-
biographies give us few examples of real parental cruelty.
For example, ﬁro. Suuannah %eoiay's subliime resolution to
break the. will of each cnild be%imas was the 1n&piration
of & wzs&, consistent syatum,af hame government‘ In ner
home ehildrwn “submitted" to th&ir p&rants. HﬁguAérify, |
quiet, roillt}, ebaaiance ware requxrea and seeurod.‘ "¥nen
‘turned é year olu, (anﬁ some hafore,)" she writes, “tney
were taught to fear.tne,roﬁ and to cry softly." She gorrected
tuem, “éon@ﬁaéedﬁ th;m; géve'tham notining tuey bried Ior.
But despite the seeming tyranny of her rule, the children
were protected by a sort of family law., Though by thst lew: -
“noe sinful action could go unpunisiied,® on the otuer hand
a freely confessed fauit @scapgé,a beating, ana good deeds
hso théir reward. Mrs. @esley wa§ wiiling, ﬁéreover, to
take thefwili'fof tie deeéi P&cyértyirights were inviolezble,
promi&es were &acrea, gifts were final. ﬁrs. @ée1ay's
discipline was carexully taought oat in line witi her ideas
on religioua caucation, ner cuief ;nterest, she gives us our‘
fullest outline of a mother" metnod.e

Thougn fragmentary, ctner accounts of Lome government

remain to us. Tna autoblography of Thomas ha}dOUd makes ,



















Hma to deal with but a little glrl in Franne of wnaﬁ nar
nother writes, |

I am Sorryvshe holdes her head soe, butt I hope

it will not now be very long before. § am witn thee, -
~.and then I hope to break h@r af it.
Parﬁaps even harder to deal with was rocaxcitrant Betty,yggi
anlph's youngest sister, brought up by an aﬂoreu ana inﬁnigenz
nnrse and grown lnto s pestalant wenen“ at tne age ef taa. '
Sha was sent to try llfe witn ner marrieu bistar Peggy, but
har behavior was snocking anu the t&o uf ‘tiem coula navar o
hope to get along even with Peggy m&turely reining heraelf
to it: ‘ o -

Snee was soe violent to bee gon &8 she wresolvsd

to goe home a foote wrather than $o stay heare.

For my part I thenck nur past being soe very a

‘baby as to doé this owght of .ehildishness which:

‘made me to take it ill of hm:.zg |

Aﬁbng the Vefhéy pépeis &fé ;omé l&tié&a'from th§ nurse
of the two little dure girls in Franeo, ﬁiss Mary and kiss
ﬁargreat. The letters are as. h@mnly, as closely eoncentrated
on the physical well;baing of the children &S Eary Verneyts
herself. Miss Kary is quite delicate but has a ®very quick
wx%té,“ easily outstrippingi@helthy'andvwhnlsumznuazgpeat;
Margreat will make a "hansum woman;" but for Mary the nurse
is deeply concerned, ~”Ifw1t»p1iase.soéﬂshze be perfeetly .
oured, it will be the greatest happiness ever I had ia the

_wnriﬁ,"vshe declares. The letter goes om to tell of the
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couvincing. He was tireec years old.

1625. The veﬂy first thing that I can call to
memory, &and from which time forward I began to

observe, was tiols year (1623) my youngest brother
being in his nurset's arms, who, being then two
days &né nine months younger tgan wyself, was the
last chiié of my Gear parents.®*

vas it some nint of bubynood Jealousy which buineé that simple
memory into hisybréin? itfis true tuut Evelyn began early to
observe, in an objectivé'way; He télls us that he commenced
the diary habit at eiavwn., o | | o

« « » in imitation of wh:zt I had seen my latiner
do, I began to observe matters wore punctualiy, 22
wuich I did use to set down in a b&dﬂn almaﬂaca

Antnony éooa'r first strcng memory involveu a gorgeous regal
retinue, pageantry,_caremony-3u&t sucn an Oxford event as
gladdened bis heart all his life. It was in 1636, when ne
was Lour, - | |

Aug. 29, K., the king, queen, yrlnce Rupert, wmany .
of the nobility and others, came from Woodstocx
into Oxcns A little belore wuniech timg he was con-
veyed in servant's armes, witu nis fetiber snd wother
going to the lodgings of Dr. Thomas Iis, caunon of
Christ Church; whence being conveyed to the mount
in his garden lovking into Fisl Street, he saw tue
king, queen and the rest riding down tone said
;street into Ch. Ch. quadrangde. This was the first
time he ever saw the said king and queen, and the
first time that he ever saw such a glorious traine
- as. toat w;as mhlah be would uften talik of when he
was a wan. L ,

Truly & vivid ibprEbSion, taougii not very lmaginuhzvex,

recardédgf Wood manages cdnsistently,to avoiéhiﬁspired writing.

T ;gv‘fg;‘ s
33 woo :fg;gg’ggﬁ'gémes, Pe 48.
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does not fail us when it comes to ineluding children in his

Diary. .For Pepys was a great friemd to ciildren, to whom his

attitude was anytiing but indifferent. He tells us of =

long enjoyab‘a norsebaex trip auring wnica be 5@&& a graat L
many 1ittle pastoral groups of youngaters.w S

I met twc little acﬁaolhﬂys going thh piteh@rs
of &le to their schoolmaster to break up against
Easter, and I did drink of some oif one of them and
give him two pence. By and by we came to two
little girls keeping cowa, and I saw oas of them -
~very prebiy, sc I hau & aing Lo meke her stk gy
blessing; oné belling her that I was ner g@&f&tﬂ&rg
she asked me innocently wnether 1 wus not Hed .
¥oodring, and I saic thut I was,. su sho Knseled
dorm anc very sim,ly ealies; "Pray goufatuery pray
-t0 God to bless me,% which mace uUs Very werry,
zna 1 gave hoer two pence, In severai places, I
-asked women whether they would seli me their
chdidren but they denied me all, but saic they
would give me one to kKeep for tuem, ir I wWoulde4<

Pepys was congenial with the nﬂi$ﬁren of uis frisuds. He tells
us how he escorted Sir Thomps Crewt!s cafldren to see tae lions
in tiie Tower of London,%9 ahé how once whsh hic waun dindag
out it became necessary for uim and tie children to retire
to eat by themselves, “all the children wnd I, &nd were very
merry snc they mighty fond of me « . . . ®éd

The most amusing of Pepys¥ sncounters witn caildren, -or
at least'with veéy young people, ar¢ to bhe found passim in .
his Goaling with -his "hoys." Toese litlie serving pages are
lively féllows, eagh with nis peguliarity. Eliezer seems to

s muﬂ"}%‘WWo’ wlpﬂzg, gfalt—ﬁ }[h é .
5 Ib .9 Vol. Il, Pe rulb‘
44 &., Jol. I, p‘ 48,

















































already quoted. Hec offers comfort suitable to the straits
of those who have l@st'infantk, and of those whose older chil-
dren have died, along with rebuke for those who feel tuey
have too many children, with the declaration, "Many ehildren
are a great wealth 1B |

In boti "untimely® and "unseasonable death Taylor f{inds
a silver lining. |

If he died young, he lost but little, for he under-

stood but littie . . « e died innocent, and before

-the sweetness of his socul was deflo&ereé and ravished

frow him; . . . he hath obtained this favor of God,

that his Soul had suffered a less impriscaoment . . .,

&nd the babe is taken into paraaise bafore he

knows - good and evii‘ .
The bereaved parenz is ungraaioua to grudge Godls ta&ing bacik
nis gift*-hb &hnuld ba ‘busy with sranitudc for the "inter~
vening bleasing,“ and shcula bc eap@eially grataful that the
chlld had bean spareé &- lengar anduranwu of this eal&mitnus
existence. The dead children have a distinet advantage,

for their condition of a blessed immortality is |

rendered to them segure by being snatched from the -

dangers ol an evil cinoice, and carried to thelr

iittle ciﬁls of felicity, where they can wesc)p '

no more.
Thouuh Taylor can spend his 3loqusnce on the question of
babies Gying, not even a goldcn tongue can lessen toe ourt of
death when tha chlla is half-grown and tne parents! hapes
have been entrusted kah him. Taen, concedes Taylor, it

breaks thc inrit to 10»% tnem.“ We huve seen in our previously

18 Tayior;‘g';"

¥ Iiviag, p. 116, ¥ihe Charge of Lsoy Colldren.”

pp . né‘lﬁc .
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personal condolence to tioe tihousands of psrents bereaved in
the pestilence of 1625« » :
Because several of these letters are long, it has b&&a
deemed best to summarize the points they have in common,
queting for the most part only those passages in which They
differ.  Common ideas are tuese: ,

. le¢ & tissue of z&tiﬂaalizationz aﬁtaw;ta to make the
child's death appear the ultimate Iulfilxman% of the yar&a&ﬁa,t
hoyes. ) ‘ .

2. The bereaved paremt is akaazad that the dead child .
nas prqaeoded;watheat dclay to bhesven, and has preespted a
state:éf bliss. | i | o |

S;KThé'Loéd giveth, anéAtha Lord taketh aua§g Eor&aver,
for the Lord to ﬁﬁl& a coild is an act of &g@ﬂiﬁl viwvwf

58,
& favor to the ehlldﬁ ) ,

4. Blessings remaining to Bie parent are called attention
to. o : ..*' o 4 _
5. Emphhéislis laid on the &vil nature of the warld,
fortunately eses@ed by the eail&, and the parent is urged to
hesten his own escaye into a better after~li£e, rbl¢a¥1ns
in nis chiidt's innocent faotstaps¢ ,

6. Grief is allowed,in moderation as a natural infir-

. mity, bﬁt:excessTin grief is condemned as injurious end

impious.‘ The husband is frequeatly urged tu eonsole the

‘frailer wife.

“It will be seen that all these arguments are sttamp%s

to make reason prevail over the affections, and that reason













~154~

The grave seems to Domne in itself a good thing.

¥e do but borrow children of God, to lend them
to the world « « « « But of all that I lend to
the grave is my best p&ym&a%a»; The grave 3ha§l
restore me my child.

His chiel point, however, is that death is the one thing inm

‘the world which amounts to & Gefinitive declaration of God s

will; snd in such a éeélaration there is nothing. to do but
reste The suspense of a childls iliness is far worse than
grief over death should be, when God has made his decision.
"Tnen ¢ hath done ihnt, in death, therc is no room for any
an#iety, BNy gérplexity, no, not fcf & wish.? This falal=
istic atfitudi finds & still more gloomy menifestation in

- Donne'!s parting wark; reminding Mrs. Cokain that one with so

great z family as hers must expect slmost annual d@pré&utiﬁas
from death, nence that eaéh successive death is but a merei-
fui schooling to bear the crosses yet to cama.34

Dﬂﬁuu’& homily, considersd as the offering cf & daivine
to one under nis spiritusl care, ‘cannot compare witi Jerewy
Taylorts beautiful, neurtening ietter to Joun Eveliyn,
Couched in glowing, v&gﬁ?éﬁ$~imagary, tna'1etta£ recepitus~
lztes the passages frﬁmxggéx Living &lreséy’QHbteé, but adds
& genﬁine; feeling sympathy. He &sks wisetuer the sharing of
grief be more like he ®eutting of rivezs“ or i destructive
mpropagatign of fire.®™ Enowing that Evelyn was str;v;ug to

turn his afflictlon to same good spirituai end, Taylcr is

- ‘ m’ pp. 260Mt

























| Strietly 5peaking'ﬁhi$ ﬁﬁéﬁis sannot be cajoled into
offe'ring any bona fide c&iwmsioxia;“ IS has confined itself
to a presantation of materisl, witbout deep analysis of @ﬁ& .
attitudes toward ehiluhood protaasndix detected,
Crudely put, the thesls was entered upan witn a dnsirw‘“&
to finﬁ interesting materi&l on cnilﬁho@d in aaventeanth~
century writings; but that desir& ‘was disappointed. The 1TPWﬁ”

T RS NSRRI YN ST e

general barronness, aligntnﬂas, unimaginativeneas of the paaa
sageﬁ dealing with childhood were iounﬁ to be ccrrelativm -
with the underlying notions of the time ragaréing e&ilﬁheod
’These notions wera apparently static, undeveloping, taken
for grahzéd. Childhood was not the object of such sclen~
tific observation as might have aroused a real vitsl inter-
ést in its funétion. No psychology, mo guiﬁing cuan@pt'cf

evolution, growth, unfeldment, was there to endue chilahae@

% with slgniiicanca.

| " The chief static notions of childnood found to uudarly
the literary naglect of childhoeﬁ as such were three in
number, Fir»t, all children werc assumed to partake of a
commbn charaeter and to assume individuality only with the
coming of 1nﬂications ‘of adult’ p@rsonalit}, The common char-

acter emphasized wemknsas, defect of reason, umelasanﬁs&,
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