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CHAPTER I
mmcmcnoﬁ

ﬁmile Zola nm'oliat and mfomr, bogan hia litemry
career 1n France shortly. anor tm mmdh of the . nimteonﬂ:
century when the 1ntellectmi world had beccme dofinitoly
) miontirio 1n cmtlook' It was thc age when D&z‘win vma rovo-‘
lution:uing thinkmg with hil thooriu of . ovolution, whon
Taino ns udvomting soiantitin criticlsm in nturam, and
when Balnn.o, Flaubert, and the Gonoourts were breaking froh

tho tmditimal romntio pattern to write mre mliatic f.io-
tim: ‘

Zola's 1doa was to go furthor tlnm nng of m.n px‘oda;
cesscrs had dons to achieve reality in the novel, KG 50‘1@1‘5
_ to give a photographie mprqduotion of life sparing none of.
its sad or even disgusting detalls, wm his works began to
appear, the public, acocustomed to the pleasing and diverting
~tales of the romanticists, was enraged at the Wumn "ot :
their reality. Undaunted by criticism, he began work on &
long series of novels, which would crush by the weight of
their reality all opposition to the new kind of fiotionm.

' In 1865, when Zola was writing the third novel of his
series, Dr. Claude Bernard's treatise, Introduction & 1'Etude
- de_la Médeoine Expbrimentale, came to his attention, The

- publication of this famous work, which was to revolutionise




Lo

mdicme, provod timly fm 2013*3 pomt of vi". Beiide’i

o uuggoating that he publiah his thaorioa of thn novel ln vin-

dication of his wcrk, 1t aetually f‘urnuhod m w&th wgu-
ments to nuppcrt his thoorios, - .
Tho purpose of Dr. Bemrd's treatise us to advmtc

the use of the expormntal method in the prutieo of medi-~ .
| 'cim.x He did not lay claim to orlgimting 2 new mthod; '
'he was simply attompting to show that the method’ of tha
chemist and the phyaiciat who deal with inanimate bodiot,
eould be used to udvantaga by the physielan in his mk |
with llving bodiu. Zola maintained that the nethod should
be carriod a stop further into the field of 11tonturo, the
provim of which h tho nin,da and pusiom of men.

| The purpose of this essay is to ‘explain how ZOh fm~
lated his thooriea of the acientifie novel; and thon to dem-. |
onstrate in dotan how he appls.ad the se thooriu to hu most
’lmpartant work, the Rcmgcn-meqwt urion of ncvoh. |

. VWhen Zola bognn t@ wrtta, the French realistie novel
was still in the early stages of its development., In the
eighteenth gentury. Ie Sage bhad ; published his p’.wa':‘o'a_qm"v
romance, Gi1 Blas, which, with its loosely kmit ehain of -
adventures, bore littlo.:rcasamnw to the nejvgi' n’\;t.,}‘n;,;
since come to be known, Then came Voltaire and Rousseau,
who used the novel as a vehiscle for their ideas: the one
for an attack on the absurdities of religiocus tm ‘political
"gwormat; the other to popularisze his new and démecratic”







that of seienoe..

Although the publio was becoming aooustomed to a ehange“‘
in tho novel, it was scandalizod when Flaubert brought out
his definitely raalistic !hdam Bovar[. In spito of the hor-

‘ror 1nap1red by scenes such as that at Emma's doathbed the
book was a great success. Ita readora, no doubt recognizod
in 11: at the time the qualitiea of perrecticn 'hich make 1t
a maaterpieco. 80 carorul of his phrasing waa Fhubort ths.t
‘he spent houra searching for the right word. _The as.me oan be
sa1d of his attention to structure' It was good for the

oauso of reo.l:lam that lﬁdame qu shou‘ld hava hud a\mh
qmlitiea of 1ntr1naic goodness. | ) }

‘In Sa]nmmbo, Flnubert offers an illustration of another
mthod ot writing a ncvioi, d mthod u'hioh'ua' to be uﬁed to
a great extent by Zola and the naturanata - tha use of docu- ‘
ments -of a11 kinda as a means of aemn'i.ng aocmcy of detail. |
His aubjoct lent 11;8011' perfootly to hia oxperiment. Car-
thage, about which 8o little is knovm by the modern world,
was racomtructad through doounents and made the scene of :
his, story. He visited the ruins of the ancient city to get
what first-hand information there was to be had. Next, he
studied the Bible, Theophrastus, narcsllinus, and other his-
torians for the details of cnatom, of arohitecturo, of re-
ligious rites, and for perfumes, Funic names, etc. Then he
fitted into this bnck@-ound his story, striving to keep 11:

in hamony with the documentary evidence.




Like Flaubert, the Gonaourt brothars, Jules und Edmond,,.
bequeathed to 2013 and hia rollwers some deomm:ud wea‘k.
They did a- nerios of atndiea on the eightoenth eentury 1n
| Franaa, naing as their documents a.utogmp@d htbors, umpa
of costwnea, engravings, and aonga{ Un.for‘bumtely they did
not succeed in handing duwn the bolt part of thoir mathod,
the artiat*a prerogative to select from his data. R
| | In thoir riction, th. Gmatmrt brathars wem mare :ln
accord wi.th the 1deaa ZOh waa to preaent.~ 'Phoy ehmm aar-
414 subjects and held -to ampnezty in plot, They latd
c‘.laim toward the end of the cantury to being the roundem }
of the school of mtmlim. , , .

As in the ﬁ.old of ereative 11tentm, & movemsnt in
the scientific direction }Md"mm;m among the .eritica.»
Sainte-Beuve laid down the first principles of & more scien-
tific method in oriticism. Instead of following cut-and-
dried standards which the oritie either ouuwed hiuo}.r or
fomulatsd from traditional bellefs, aaiatoam jﬁg@d an
,aut_hor from a study of his life, circumstances, aims, and
~ literary aspirations. He approached the subject of his in-
vestigations throu@i.his a@imrs and through his antago-
nists, getting every possible point of view on him.

Taine following Sainte-Beuve enlargsd and systematized
these ideas. In his introduction to a Kutm wlm
Literature, he says:







" novel had been made. Writers 1ike Balzas had ceased to spin.
stariea from thelr Mgimtiom as the romanticists d&d and
were uxamining people mund them to amlyze the puslm
tmt gmrmd thems novelists like Flaubert were uomg
, _thnt avomga » amon—phos people and thoir trivial ovary-
' day motivities eould be made the subject of literature;
,'crzts.ea 1ike Sainte-Beuve and Taine were proolaiming mt
; eritieism should be based on relative and not abaalutc stan:lw
_ards and that the causes nuiorlyins the mnifutatim or ‘the
' phencmom whlah they abnmd cculd and should be worked out.
It un mtm-al that such sciontiﬁc theeﬂes ahonld c.ppul
to Zoln, who, at one time, hed aanamemd ehooung a mian- |
tific rather than a literary career. | .
~ When Zola began to write, however, he d1d not have a
 definite conceptim of just what he wanted to do, He did
know thathamted to find a fleld in which he could aahim
 fame and fortune and he went about searching eomeimly'for
| a medium by whieh he eould attain his goal. His early works
were of various kinds and were. pot-‘boiloﬂ._ : m%e fur
journals, articles of oritiocism on art and 1iterature; he
tried fiotion, which was received indifferently; and he
even oonsidered epic poetry, for thers was a postic side to
his nature. o | o k
| Hia first two writings of consequense were mﬁreaa
| Raguin in 1867 and Wmdeleins Férat in 1868, both of whish
‘showed the traits wnich characterized his later works.
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. PREPARING FOR THE EXPERIMENT

"in&his‘ notes and various osé’ayi{ioi@ gave a complete

éxposttion of how he actually wrote his novels. After
'ehooaing his aubjoot, ho gatlwred all the knowledge he ho.d
“‘of that subjaot into a omploto set of notes.® Such mtc«-
riul ho eonsidorod of tho greateat :mportance to hh book
. a's "1t hld riponed v!.thin himulf. "2 Rext he emnltod

peoplo experienood 1n tho n.m 1n whioh ho waa wquing, ,

obtaining oxprouiono, atoriec, ‘and pertrlits ‘relating to .

his uubjoct. Then he went to docmnts, hutmioo, cmr%
triuls, novspupor artielu, etc. ‘for’ 1nfomtion. Thus
oquipped he - was roady to’ viait the 1ocu11ty of which he
was to write, living thoro, ‘ar possible, until he had
ntm‘utod hiault vith “the " atmosphcro of tlu phca.
Fimlly ha wu rendy to mko hi- umcript notoa.

orton tho umucript notu 'ould hsvo mdo n volm
larger th.an the ook that was to spring from th-n. “He'
proparcd ﬁ.r-t an "ébauche™ or sketeh, which he likened |

toa 1038. Ohatty htter to himlt, dilmling the char~

aoters, thoir hcmu, tho tood thoy uto thoir pcraoml au‘.

I 2 ]’i"‘"Tt@u, nineEi gruu vqu-' a,"ﬂn""‘&'w‘ W
the Imperial Llb at Paris,

2. "Fhe Novel." The Experimental Novel and Other Essays,
Pe 2110 .




their ocoupational habits. Next he drew up his plan, wm_én |
| cmsutod of a 1list of characters and an ohbo:m't'a“ 'sébndriof
of '§v§ﬁﬁa. Then and mn only was he ready to bagin the
'actua:s. writing of his mml. Yetta DeBury dencribod the
'mthod of Zola ﬁ.ttingly m uymg that he comblmd nm
.-than any other mtor "the elemnta cf satnration am mdia-
;tion.?§f_‘f o St ‘_ ,’ : _ =
. The maa or \vriting s mmmtal vork, a lrmg aeriu,
;'_‘ﬂrat cacurred to Zola in 1868. Having aceeptad tho aee- .' |
_-tri.ne or determiniam and believing thut heradity m\a tha
rom that determinod ths mnireatationa of phenomm 1n |
g the oue of human heinga, ha decided - to uze herodity as - tho
.syatem on which to build tho serios. Bis choico aemd hm
' .well, ror :H: unified tho ler:hl and tumiuhed hi:m with ﬁhe
mking of & plot for the 1nd1v1dm1 novals.

In pruanung the first. novel et the sor:lon to the puh-
lic’,”he makes ol_enr his pur_pouo. Hn wrotes _

I wish to explain how a family, & small group of

human beings, conducts itself in a given social

syastem -~~~ after giving birth to ten or twenty.

. members, who, though they appear profoundly dis-
similar, are as analysis demonstrates most closely-
Ji:x:zti tOgether. Heredity 1ike gmvity has its
When Zoh bem the uriu, "the mn rmily ot ten to

twenty members" was to be mz'ten up in ten volum-.v As he

3 w70 E as an Evoluumlst Wi-onch Litemhzre m.;,
e 0 37. s
4. m Fcn-tune or the Rw.gona. p. xi.







writing, he did mot know when and how the end Of the Telgn
would come aMt. - He had noe long to wait, hmem, for
‘ 1n 1870 tm fowoa of Louis Kapoloon auffored dcfoat it the
A'_'battlo of Sed,un, onding the z-égim of Rapoleon u amm
~ and Mnishing 8 dmmezo d&nmmt for tha aaugm-naaqmrt
'urs.ea.‘ ' - . ~ L
It was Zola's mtontim to :hm the rtmily ezpaudmg ‘
m mov:!.ng cut to mke & aonqmse of ‘the modsrn vorm. : Ita
mbers were to hnva ambitiom and appotims, _‘beth hﬁ.@: and
‘la, with an 1mpationce to gratify them., The too mp&é
: flight umrd, cmnnd with other enmmnta}. ami mm
| itary tomea, was to brs.ng about dogonemtim in the rmxy
through an exhauatian of the intolugema _ ,
| Inaceordam ummapmt efmtm,«-aﬁn
uhan mn'a bmin, mms, and blood were of primary mtcront
to the aeiontists - Zo}.a chose for the mthcmmatcr of
an his chnmcters a woman possessed of & mu A8 he
exph.tned it, "thcre was a lack of equilibrium ‘between her
" nerves and her blood, a disorder of the brain and hurt,
which made her lead a life different from the rest of the .
world." | |
‘She waa Adélaide Fouque, Who was born about 1765 on
a vegetabla farm at Plassans, sxmm in Pmmo in
Southern France, Phpm was & plous and aristoeratie
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‘town with a dozen ahureheu anﬂ aonvanta and three wall do—-'
fined social olauaoa." .Tho Saint-Marc Quarter, where m '
-f.nobnity cloistered themelvea, was & minintm of VQr-»
sailles with grassy straotu and hrge ho:ma mrrﬂtmdod by
eztenaive gardonu and hidden from the vulgar oye b&hind
" high walla. - The. old tam, wnere the civil court, ths BAP=
-.ket and the barraaka were 1ocnted was the most poxmlm |
'aaotion, the home of the lmstv clasacs. 'I'h_g atmets were
»tortuona hnas dorined on each’ side by the hovols er ‘the
ﬁ_-pcor. . The new town containad tha aub-profootmre, tm seat
'fof t.he local govormnt as well as the homea of tho nll-
to-do profoasional people, homea set in atmight 11neu and
painted yellow, Each qmrtez- was built well to itself, and
| up until 1849 thero was no soehl mtomwru botwaon the
1nhab1tnnts of the difforent sections, o

4 Plnsaana 11;3011' was as isolated rrem ita mi@bering
tmma as the ‘three qwtora vere fmm saeh othez'. Bolud '
by mmpnrta, it had t:wo gatoa, vhich m ele@cd aml loem
every ovening. m Mbitantl mdo their 11?125 m:.mg
in oil, wine, and nlmonds, tho prodtwo ‘of the onmtry-am«a
: and operating the two industries of the tm, ths amp works
~and the felt hat mnnfactary. o )
o Such ua the birthpheo of the ngen—hsmt tm:lly.
 Ad6laide's father was not identiffed with any oms of the
‘threo aocial clanaea ot ths tm.. Living en n farm hemm

the ceuatery on tha outskirta of Phuana, he m& hecm







him thou@ she mwr mrriad m.m . On hia side, Macquart
llwaya returned to her at the hml ﬂwn he came Mck frm
a smuggling oxpediticn. Although he was poor, 111«0903”&,
and a drinker, ne never made any attempt to profit by
. Adélaidets ‘fortufm.: This second union yiomd two ahil&wn,
a son, Antoim, and a daughter, Ursule., v
 Adélaide's pamthood railod to change hor or har uy
of living though 1t a1 affect her health. Aftor the two |
last chﬂdmn were born, she was subject to mx*vtms ritn
uhioh came. on her at 1ntomls oaualng her to grow ri.gid,
cold, and death-like. Her visits to nucquart*a hovel con»-
tiﬁmﬁd, however, as they had before the children were born.
The two Maoquart orfapring were brought up in Adélaide's”
house with Pmm. Thoy received very little attantiqn and
no training. As & result, my fought among themselves,
stole from. their neighbors, and crutod 80 much commotion
that they added to their motherts diamoe. Ad61aide lived
in the uproar of the household without seeming to be ineon-
venienced, Occasionally she played with the children, fond-
ling and caressing them, but that was as far as her minis-
trations went. ~She took no responsibility for their actiona.
' The explanation of Adélaide's psonliar bohavim' is that
,_‘a}m was affected by a neurosis trensmitted to her by her
father. She was aontrolhd by one forse, har aem}. ra«eung
She was a creature of instinct, totally devold of will power
exoept to gratify her 'ammjvhntm. Her environment had
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1ittle effect on. her; she ‘was not oomcioua of 1t in moat of
11:8 phaaoa. . . . P

- During Adélaide's later lifo, however, there were two |
_ events which had aufﬁoient maning to call forth a re&pcnae
‘, rrom hor._- The. first was the death of Hacquart. mn Pierre
was seventeon years old, the old smuggler was ahot by tha |
_,gendarmea on one of his axpoditions. When word waa braug’at
Lto her by his oom-adea, who p‘.laced his old earbine .'m her
| handa, she mcoived & nervous shock from wh.tch she mver re-
covered. Thorearter, the only cbject in her surroundings
which aeemed of mportamm to hcr was the old carbine. o Sha
moved into Mqu\mrt's hut and lived there in isolation. .

The second ,environmental shake-up came years later ihox;

Adélaide had grown to be an old woman. At the death of her
daughter Ursule, sher_becam the gmrdién of her amu,sréndé
aon,-'Siivére, whom no one else wanted. The affection vsho‘
deve loped for him as her only aaaooiate, the care she hnd to
bestow on him as a dependent chlld, and the diviaion cxf her
scanty allo'anee with him, all aemd to some extent to re-
vive the apark of her dylng intelleot. ‘

» Theae yaara with Silvére were the most normal of her
existense. She was free from the. absorption of her early
love nrfairs and she had a mother’s duties to perforn. . Tho
child in turn was ‘devoted to her; in fact he was the only
living being to show affection for her. For twelve years
Addlaide enjoyed her gra_xidson's companionship. Then again
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r‘the'gendvnrmles deprived her of her onljldve_. " She 4#9.8@_@1&:-6 "
ness when the soldiers stood Silvdre against a wall and “shot
him for his activities in n-}politieal uprising. |







was rendered less harmful by & wariness of disposition,
whiah, in the case or the. elder Bougm, had enabled a tsrm
hand to MArry. ‘his employer. In ahort, Pierre had the geod
aturdy quals.t‘.loa af tho peasant, stnrponed and rarinod
through the nervous mrluawo of his mothez'. It na 1n-
;’evitablo, ‘therefore, that he should: take steps to batter
tha pcaition of the famny. - |
‘ms halr brother and siatar were not so fawtmte m
,their haritage. Antoine at sixtoon was a blend et _
}&aeqmrt*a and Adélaide's failings. - uzimaa, drumcanu
nesa, ‘and bmtiahnass bequeathad by the father nre 1nton-
'sified by the total lack: or will pemn' which eharaotoﬂaed
Adélaide's and, in turn, Antoine's disposition. Hmver, :
where the father wes bold and masouline in his vicious ways,
e certain effeminacy resulting from Adélaide's nervousness
caused Antoine to'he’weakmg and hypooritical in wrong:
doing. FPhysically he resembled his father execept for the
faat’_.that‘hn had-the thick, paasionate lipa of his mthaﬁ.
Where Flerre Rougon would lead the family upward, Antoim ’
Macquart was destined to drag it down, .- - ° |
Ursule Naoquart unfortunately had almost all of
Adélaidets traits without the amelicrating influence of
her rathar"s more robust health. Adélaidets youthful a*hy;-
ness in Ursule became melancholy; the mother's nervousness
reappeared in the daughter in the form of hysterical fits of
laughter, which oantrested strangely with her habitusl state







vﬁ{

Plerre and the farm. - The mothod he used to get rid or rm-
. Atypiﬁ.ad hi.a dispoaitien. _' Pa could }mw forcad her im mm
at once, for she was oo weak of will to offer mmum.
.'I'hia course hs hesitated to take, however, not beeam of
ems-eientioua,scmphz, for. be had no eomciunap, ut be-‘
 cause he -Vconsi‘dered tihe:godd will of his naighﬁofa aaé&ﬁa :
'tinl to his ‘advancenent in ‘the world. Instead, ha ehoao m
. ,mka an maidioua oampaign whlah would aceompuah his pm';'-
- pose without incurring blam ror himnself, By severe looks
and unspoken criticism, he begen to oondemn Adéhiﬁo for m
bad reputation., It was simply 2 matter of mema»smg tbe-
mental ascendancy he had had over her since the day he had
learned the nature of hor allience with old Masquart. Ex-
istence became so miserable for her that she, herself, Suge
goské& moving into the old poacher's hovel, which had been
left her at his death. rierre was left in possession of the
farm. | | ’ B o
' The schemer's next step was to convert his assets into
cash am, at the same time, to destroy, if possible, the
ramiliar umrka of hia family's 1gnomin1mm oxistence.
He hunbed a buyer for the farm who would want to raze the
house and the outbuildings. Finding such a one, he s0ld
his patrimony i‘oz- 50,000 francs, tricked Adélaide into ai@-
ing a receipt for the sws, and pocketed tho mmy himelf.
Thus Piem, buoyed up by a sslfe-righteous feeling of
~ superiority over the rest of the family, had lied, choated, ,
















. ihor. hn showed no consideration for anyone but him}.r, |
she was alvays willing to belp thoss in trouble; whers M}
; lcd a urclou axs.atonoo, she was mthodml and’ owdoﬂ:y. .
?m the point of view oi' thu future, however, ?mu Min«-
cm wa.n qu., for she, llko Lntoinn, was ldd&cm &o drm.
fmn sm was scber, she was gentle and easily :.npoua m;
but on the oeonnim whnn am dnnk, she was violmt; S
Antom beat her when. ahcm sober; and she mtmm
,sha nc drunk Gmoqmlr. they created an. mvmt
nnpropitim fcr bringing up Gﬁimcnu

Antoine and Fine bad three ammmn, two ungmcm _
" and a son. As aoon as thoy were old enough, &ntcm took
| them out of aahcolandmttmtoworkto cmt tha
' family income. His way of living improved; he wore uu«-

k~mdn olothu and spent more time in the tavern. At thc ‘same

time, he begrudged them the tood they ate, demanding thtt
all the dninth. be put on his plate. - e v
 With his children working, Antoins did not have to
rely on bribes from the Rmsom; hense he permitted h.tm
self the luxury of abusing them more freely. Although m
sudience vmnuiunlly made up of his oronies, ths drunhrds

and hoodlums of the . tmm, yot Phsm was so small: tfmt the
storles got arocund, To F&uciu Antoiuo was a thm‘n i.n the

rlosh for, while she strmo to cmta-llu the u&n&lm put
of her muband's tnmily, he tock a pomm donght in mp~
ing it alive. Then Félieité, who had soeial upmtim,»




was ashamed of her brother-in~law's family. The Rougona
had educated their children; ‘they lived, though not actually
1n the New Quarter, at 1east on a street adjacant to’ 1tg |
thay had B drawing-roon done 1n ‘yellow where- they displayéd
all thoir best furniture, relﬁgating the  broken piaaes to
ths badk of the house. Thm Hhoquart family never thought
of trying'to oreate an 1mpreasian.‘ Thay 1lived jnnt nny way
thﬁy cculd after most of . hhsir earnings had gone for'ff ”[
Antoine !a luxuries, Féli.cité spent a great den]. of tmo
'wishing that Antoina was aut of her way., : o

_ One of. Félicité's sdhem@a -to better hﬁr poaition 1n
.Plaaaans was to open her drawing-roam on oertain eveningn
.aeach woek to the politioal«minded oitiznns of ﬁhe tewn.iho
had an 1nterest in national affairs. Kevervbofore had any
class except the nobility pald attention to politics, How-
ever, under the reign of the “oitizen king", Louis Philippe, |
greater privileges had been extended to the qammarolal'eldaa,
who, as & result, were becaming wealthy and powerful. The
common people everywhers were beginning to think about their
rights. -?élicité hoped to find in the new turn affairs were
taking a chance to better the fortunes of the family.

‘It was from the consérvative class in Plassans that B
Félicité drew her attendance. After a few evanings the
company settlsd down to a smll grcup cumpoaed of a waalthy,
‘retired oil mardhant a- 1arge landholder, a denler in holy
}1magea, an 0ld soldier who had served with Napoleon, and







they should meet her 1n e by-way. They were a
' family i bandits l:ying in wait to rifle nntl
: plundor' , o
: It was in'the trou‘bled daya of 1848 that. Euehm ﬁougan
“ left suddenly for Paris,. For t}ww years he wraﬂhe oenatantly |
to his father giving the political develcmnza nnd adviaim |
him how to swey sentimnt 1n thﬂ yellow dmwingwmm. _ “In
Decerz:ber, 1851, he wrote that tha tim for doeiaive nét:{tm
f'had com, and 1t was a.t t;his point that the action o:t‘ the
aer.’ma opened. : - _'
The g-e&test part of the oponirg novel of the &eriu
is dovot:ed to giving the ancestral and enviromental baak«-
grmmd of -the first, seoond, and third ganemtiam of the L
__Rougon-moquart family. -Here before th,e eyes of the ma&er,
zola examines his phsnomena (character and emirmat)
111:6 the aclentlst in his laboratory‘ The traits ei’ t&
charaotera, as well as thelr sowmea, are set ferth 1n ’
detail, thus constituting the: first step of his mthod -
'obaemticn of phencmena. . Iie is now mdy for the a«eennd

step, the experiments.

- 4, The Fortune of the Rougons, Ds 2.










~ farm adjoinlng Adéhide'a 1ittle yard She was forsed to

was his informant; he mao triaudn with his nephew for the
purpoae of atirring up his aympatmtie na ture a@im t:m
Rngon aide or ‘the hom. Laeking the epporttmity ror
formal whooling, Silvm had attenpted to educate nm-
self by reading bocks he bwght from & accomummd mhr
vith hia eam:lnga as a bhekmith'a halper. A grut &ul
of the Utcpiun Hmntﬁre popnhr at tho ts.m fell in‘ko Ma
:hunda and fomd a ready reapnnu 1:1 the nervous and arﬂent

temperament thtt was so lﬂm Aééllid.*s. The sane diapmi-
tion that kopt. nis notmr musing 1a1y for m prY ! snvhro
‘to-dream of the day when he should be able to right the
‘_ wrongs he saw about him, ‘

‘ One of these injuatieeu that touched ailvéro was thrt
snffored by & girl named nietta, vhe liwd on her unelets

labor like a man and-to -submit to the emity of her cousin
and the othzr ohildren who taunted her with being the daugh-
ter- of a ganey slave. anvbro fell in lm vi& her am
beem her ahamp:lon. He loved Miette in much the ‘SAMS’ ny
‘ha 1ovod his grnndmomar - for the wrongs that were dom

. hqr'.. » -

, | When the insurgent volunteers marched through Plassans
orying "liverty, equality, end fraternity,” Silvére joined
‘them, for their ideal was his. And when Miette dreaded

_ being left friendless; he took her along. The mem made

her their standard bearer, and she and Silvdre marshed in










. Ambition had been the mtinting foree of thc lives of
Plerre and Pélicité, With the former, 1t had developed
early "a.a & reaction against the purposelessness of the 11vou
of ‘t‘.h\-1 teat of his rmny. In the latter, it htdgrm to .
,colosul proportiom by msm of her alliance v&th a ranily
,whou name was held in cm‘npt. . R
- “Although the husband snd wife had plamnned and plomd
towurdtho s&mondfwm, themmiud«mmin-
horont und fundamental difﬁﬂml between them. Nlioiu
lm! a kcen mind in comrum with which Piom*a ms
ltupid. Then she had an hmxhtustibh fand of omgy, -
mna her husband was lasy. If -it had not boen for Nliaitd
Piom's ambition would not have survived the robntrs of
thoir \mnuooourul mrn. She was the one who saw tht poni-
bilitios in thC trmxblod politiecal situation. Her ttet nm |
_ energy furnished the impetus for the political meetings at
th'eir home, She had the dlring to dip into their mger .
uvmgu to finance these meetings, the outeome of which, to
ny.th,o 10:-1:, was very doubtful. Félicité, however, did
not have the disposition to devise the plot which consum- -
mated all their efforts. It took the ecrafty mind of Plerre
to evolve a scheme so ruthless and so treacherous. The
qualities that had led him to trick and rob his family in
his younger days om“storuud his action at the court-
house. The older Piom, calloused by the years, did not
. hesitate to add murder to his 1ist of orimes.
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~ Likewise, Antoine's action in the Coup d'tat was con-
. aistent with his heredity and environment. ILasziness, men-
tal and physical, and lack of ambition were his by birth,
vand ‘there had been nothing in his environment to dave lop
- more eonatructivo virtwaa. Under the pampering of hia~ 3
’wife and children, his. hnmsa had developed 1n‘bo a love ,
‘of ease which came to be h:ls pmdomimnt sharaatoriatie.

Even his. hntrad of .the ‘Rougons mant nothing to him when

.-g.woighed against a chance for luxurious livim. ma

: Félicité offered him the bribo for his part. 1u tho court-
. ..houae -plot, he accepted it, r;or; he had the .a_lynes:sv’ _to_’
sense the advantage he would have over the Rqﬁgo}ns-;‘oruth_e
rest of his life. The Coup dtEtat could have offered him
- nothing. bettor. | _ ]

" The second son of the Rougon family had a part 1n the
po.litioal orisis, which threatened to be disastrous for
him._ When the Revolutlion of 1848 was disturbing France,
Aristi&q was one of the "hungry Rougons™ who were out for
easy money. - He had dissipated his wife's dowry and ﬁaﬁ
forced to fimd work. At the time Félicité was holding
her meetings in tt.m -yollow drawing-room, he was wdr_k_ins
on a paper in Plassans, hoping to profit by the political
activities of his family. He was not informed of the -
counsel sent by Bugdne from Parls, however, as the latter,
aware of the. roolhardineaa of his brother, had domndod
secrecy of his pamnta. Consequently, the aspiring jour-




nalist had to rely on his own Judgment.,
. As Aristide took his mental qualities from Ps.em, 1t
Hwaa mtural that in ehooaing a cause to support: he ahould
. make the rrong cholce, . Eo ‘thought victory wum go to the
nopuhlieana, 80 he vroft:e eowﬁemtory artiehs agaimt tho
. ather partias despite his mother's advice to auit dovoiop-
' mnta. -On . the night the Republicans mmheﬁ to mu,
Ariatiée, who posed as th&ir leader, tied up h:ls m in
a sllm to keep from Joining thelr ranks. Like P;&em,_ :
he was afraid to fight., = |

_ On receiving word or_}xapoladn*a‘sueau, Féuohiﬁ.
could not refrain from informing Aristide, her favorite
son. When Plassans received the news, they found from |
their loeal paper that thelr erstwhile Republim.}w«»
nalist had become a Bonapartist. Aristide had held up
the press while he interchanged the words "Republican”
and "Bonapartist" in a highly partisan editcrial,

- In the Coup d'ftat Silvére played the most admir-
able part of any member of the Rougon-Macquart family.
The traits inherited from Adélaide, intensified by en=-
vironmental influences, were responsible. The passione-
ate sexual nature, a bad feature in the woman, transla-
ted 1itself into an enthusiastic love of principle in the
grandson. He acted from idealistic motives, but it was
the ildeallsm of youth growing out of an abnormal view of
life. There was no thought of gain 15 the mind of Silvdre
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as he marched out to give his life for his ideals.

' The other memra'o_f the family acted from selfish
motives. Eugdne's part in the Coup d'Btat was similar to
that of Fé1l1oité, for the son was like the mother. Both
had good minds which urged them to initiative action. |
Both forced themselves mto a situation whsra in m |
normal course of events thay did not belong. Félielté
| pioked cut politics as her field of activity at the oypcr-—

‘ tum time and Eugine picked out the propiticus moment to

go to raris. They were both willing to work h&rd t’w viat
 they wanted. Without L‘ugéno and Félicité, the family rer--
| tune would not have been made, , ,

 In the case of Plerre and Aristide, there were re-
‘aetions common to both. The father amd son eash pretended
to be the leader of a political faotion, yet neither would
stay in front when the time for fighting came. They were
both omérdm Heither had the mentality to analysze the
Sitﬁticn which confronted him. Plerre had to follow
Pélioité, and Aristide, left without 3%111!%., made &
nistake, Both were lazy and both had an inclination to
prefer underhand rather than direct methods of aetiim. ,

Antoline's part in the Coup d'Etat was made for him,

for he was too shiftleas to make it for himself, He had
no ambition to fulfill and no desire to bring respect on
the name of Macquart. Ciroumstances had made of him a






















into the furnace so as to mould the gold with ~ ... ..
his quivering fingers as though it had been wax.
-'He -inhaled those still wvague vapors which rose
from the great city, that breath of the naucent
- Empire laden already with the warm effluvia of . .. =
~ every kind of enjoyment,---the suit o.t‘ adven-‘
. tures, -of women, and of millions. T T R A
On appealing to Eugeno mr help, he was. glven a poai-
tion as government o}.erlr., @ menial situation not at all to
his 1liking, - He was exasperated that his brother had not
'c@tapulted him at once into a fortune. As Eugbns‘wo'ﬁldado
‘ nothin'.g else, he ’had to make.the most of his mew employ- -
ment. He exaggerated his smthoru“aniution when he found
thet it was an asset in making frienis.  He helped the '
other clerks with their. work; “he - listened tnt‘.lmyhblu; L
he-delved: into papers not ‘meant- for his eyes, he ‘inter< -
‘eepted messeges by making friends with the messenger boys.
At the:end of two years, .he was in possession ot—»mny‘
| state secrets and was ‘ooms idered-the most amiable of fel-
lows despite -the .fact that he was inwardly raging at.the
slowness .of his advancement," | |
. Then Eugdne secured him an appointment as commissioner
of roads.  In his new position with a. few" thousand franocs
he could maeke his ‘millions. He lacked the money, however.
As Eugéne refused ‘to help him, he turned to his sister: |
Sidonie, who had come to .Paris meny years before him. -
Aristide's and Sidonie's:1lives became closely sssociated
for a long time.

5. 7oTs, Falle. The Kush 7or the Spolls; 5. 50—
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| Sidonie was a familiar figure on the streets of Paris.

3hort skinny, and mlo, dressed in rusty black silk, she
sould be seen going hither and yon with a bag bulm with
’pnpara on missions known only to herself. Ostensibly she
ran a laoe shop, acquired whenm she came to Paris with her
provincial husband who had long since disappeared. No one
bought laces, hmrover, though m:' rooms were ﬂ.lm ws.w
peoplo who onterod aumptitimly by thn baak doara m
fact was that her house was a motmg phm m:n gan’clm—
'mon met ladies secure from the publie gaze.

' Sidonie was aotive, energotio, and ruowmful, 111:0
‘ber mother, Fé1161té, though in other ways she resembled
her father. She had Plerre's love of questionable matters
and intrigue, which led her to insinuate herself into the
confidence of ladies in trouble. She secured loans for
gentlemen in trouble and foinﬁ' husbands for girls who had
boen.-obmpromia'od'. For the world she had a sweet, nun-
1like, hypooritical smile which led people to confide in
her. Her rax'nily' recognized in her a shrewd 1ntonoot,»
marred, however, by a ocrack which led her to deceive her-
:‘salfi about her motives. = |

When Aristide eppealed to her for help,she tock up
nis problem with avidity. She knew a young lady who, on
a vacation from a convent, had been. seduced and was badly
in need of & husband. At about the same time Angela be-
came 111 and Sidonie established herself as nurse. In &



short time Arlatide’s wife dled, and Ariatiﬁa,,ygu&ng'nq_,
thn young ludy'a seducer, nntriad her. The new ‘wife, Renée,
a charming girl, the daughtor of a wcalthy and highxy rau
putod Judge, brought as a dowry the money Ari:tido nmoaod
| _ Aria;idndsoon b@gama.n,f;nanu;nl,pqwug innPariq‘i«Ho
bought ﬁp under another name land that was to bi acndsﬁhnd
for tho new streets and, as, commiasiannr, appraia.ﬁ lt at
a fahuloua price and sold it to the city. He trickad nanéa
~out of Imr fortune; ‘he bhokmilad mqmim;mt qltix.qs and
was in turn blackwailed; he traded, lied, and cheated;
in short he used every farm of chlcanery his cunning brain
eoﬁld deviée to amess the fortune he had nlﬁuya droummdAof.'

As he made money rn-t, he spunt it fast. He hnd no
particular desira for tha thiag: mmnny 'omld buy, but he
had a manla for maklng the golden tido tlnw. He encouraged
“_Ronéo,.whojvaa_nqtnrall;(expravugnnx, to outferJa all the
women in Paris; his balls rivalled those given by the em~
perof; his house was the mpat_olabgrnté in Paris; his cour=-
toaah had to be the relgning favcrite. He brought his ~son,
naxime, to Paril and mado a falhionablo gentlnman of him,
not-bcoaune_ho 1ovodiﬁho_boy but because he thought 1t
added to his prestige. ‘ , . o

As Aristido made mnhay, hia ;ppatito ror 1t grcw
Soon all interests were submerged in it. Although thumubrl
to his courtesan's house, 1t was not for hin‘amnaemnnt but

for business reasons. He encouraged his wife to use his
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son as an escort with the result that Maxime became Rende's
lover. When he discoversd the monstrous gnnf 6f the pair,
he sold his wife his forgiveness in return for her signa-
ture deeding him her last bieoe of ptop'efty. " o

The end of Aristide's career cams when his wife's 1§8£
. resources were spent and there was no longer anything solid
behind him, He had made several fortunes speculating on
 her money, but he was too daring and reckless to :kéop a
reserve. Renée, who had a conseience, paid far the ‘orime
of her mceatﬁous love for Maxime with her life. To
~ Aristide and Maxime, rortlﬂed by the Rougon lack of con-
solence, the whole affair was just another episode in their
lives. Aristide lost &ll his money and left the old judge
to pay his’ daughter'a lest bills. R ,

With the loss of his fortune, Aristide was not con-
tent to take life at a moderate pace. He had felt the
frenzied 'delig}it of making gold rain down from daring specu-
lations and he wished to do 1t again. Again he wanted money,
not for what it would buy but Valmply because he 'experiénced
pleasure at having large sums pass through his hands,

Through & chance acqualntance, Aristide or, to use the
" pame he assumed in Paris, Saccard conceived a new scheme
for piling up gold.® Living in the same hotel with him was
an engineer named Hamelin, who had worked all over the world,

6. Narrated in loney .
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. bad her father's love of idleness and ease, which was off-

set by encugh of her mother's aﬁum and industry to emable
hpr to indulge this craving for the comforts of life.
_Circumstances helped to make Lisa "a fat.," At the
death of her adopted mother, she inherited 10,000 francs.
Then she was hired as s saleswoman by & pork butcher who
considered her hoalthfﬁl'- beauty a good ad%rti-mﬁt_ for

'hi_n shop. - Here she was "o.l'aooﬁtod with her employer's

‘mph.ei, Q’uénu,” whose stuffed sausages and ‘black puﬁdingp

were known throughout Paris., The butcher died ﬁom there-
. after, leaving a "rbz-tm‘ '61' 80, 000 ‘fﬂmi hidden in his
‘basement., Lisa and ‘Quenu found the money, to which Lisa
‘added her own inheritance, the two mrioa, and set up a
‘shop of their own. Thé old butcher's fortuns belonged

legally to anu and his ‘brother Florent, who had been
deported to Dutch Guisna for resisting the Coup at'ftat,

‘Such an exile meant almost certain death, a point which
.. Lisa considered before appropriating the fortune.

The new shop was typlcal of Lisa. In it she put
pink and white marble counters and floors, mirrored walls,
deep glass show cases. Her living quarters she furnished

with thick rugs, fine mahogany pieces, and beds with four
mattresses, Despite the immense outlay of money, she sold
only the best meats and always gave honest weight, In a

few years the prosperity of the shop was so great that the
80,000 francs had been made back and invested in govern-




ment securities. . Her.aenise .of orderliness and thrift de-
mndod that she pass on to her onlx child, Paulime, at
least as much s.s had been gh'on to her. Ko family in the
neighborhood oommanded _greater respect than thﬂ smoothly
run household of tho pork butcher. | - o
. Then Floront sick, hm:m, and dressed in rags, re-
.turned after a mi.raculoua eacap@ from Cayenns, . I.Lu maed
'_him to health, bought him new clothes, and cou@t to con-
‘oeal his ldentity by introducing him as her oousin., On
| nu resovery, she oan.od him to her office to pay him his
part of hla uncle!s 1nhsr1tance. _Wishing to be’ am;m -
~ lously honeat about it, she had figured out the interest
they owed him to the penny. To Mr.mumnt -F],oz}eatv re~
fused 1t, saying that he had mo use for so large a sum of
money. He was "a thin”. and money meant little to him, All
ho‘dosired na' a phcé to stay, food enough to ward 'orr '
hunger, and lelsure to plan fer the return of the Republi— ,
eans to power, Liaa and anu fmia}nd him board am _
Florent spent his time with & group of revolutionists whio’
held mdetings in a nearby cafe, R
- As time pnased and Floront mdo no otrort to £ind’ work,, o
Liu beoame annoyed with him. Her irritaticn rose not from
stinginess but rrom her. conviction that every man should °
work hard enough to onjoy his meals, She finally induced
‘him to aeoept a poaition as innpoetor in the fiah mkota,

a situation she prooured for him, Florent dm not achieve
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mhers.t one quanty from har motmr, a Iuvo o:t voﬂt, m&
wted for a wh:lle aa a balanco wlmel. In cpmrlm aha
was small anﬂ dolicate with a raaa 11ke a dnll's. .
o ﬁhore Lise had good training durins ehildhoo&, Gervaiao
grev up without d:lrection amidat tha druukan brawla .af Fine
and Antoim. Her rather uent har out to work at lm mly
age to provide money for his ahirtlua exiatam. Aa she
was alightly 1ame nnﬂ a&ckly from b!.rth, lnr motbnr attempt-—
- ed to make her more robmt by 31v1ng her cnisced. Bonee
tha 1nherited taate for liquor was mtensiriad by ugnlnr
drmking through childhood.
o Gervaise's 111'0 hiatory was almost an exact reflsction
of the conditiona 1n vhich ahe tomd horaoli‘. By the tine
'74> she was firzaan, aha had three 111agit1mnte children by &
‘handnom rovdy of Plaasams xmmed Luntiar. Her udmer would
hnve married Iwr had hm' tathnr pemitted, but as nntier’s
mother kept the children, Antoine proferrod ‘to keep hil |
aaughter's earnings himselt. mn her mthor diad, I.antier
peruuaded her to g0 vith hi.m and the thme ohildron to Paris
so that he could inveat a roeont Mrihmo 1n a prorit-
able buainess. ‘Ina ahort tm tha mmy was apont on hotel
billa and fim clothea, arter vhieh he desertad her. Gomiae
found emplomnt as a 'nsharromn to px'ovido support for the
"tnree children. .
For a time, Gemiu vas frce rrom her twe vcrat oene-

miea, drink and mn. " She had no moncy for drink, and her































" peart, he meant to help bulld Franee amew. A strong

mlm wife who cwned am-hm, a sensible, industrious

_husband who was not afrald of the plough, and = lavge
repidly increasing family gave Dr. Paseal, who kept the
mny muords, the hopo that W MIW brench of the

© family tree would spring from Jean. ‘For the, dcetar’®
m mat faith that m Jmm children was to be !‘M

'3%& mvivifying up ef tha races whmh amim W

“Vﬂm by returning to m soll.” n16

T 76Ta Vs moathplece
mﬁ mt Pﬂ-lcﬂb p‘ 2?.




 CHAPTER VI
EXPER IMENTS" ON THE FOURTH GENERATION

By the time tha Rougon—mcqmt rmn had machod the
ﬂ[rmth goneration, the ratioc of rceundity was ranmg off,
‘The three members of the second generation predueed elawa
:ehildron, whereas these aluvan yieldod only thirtoon progony
’"to the fourth. |
’ Injudicious choioa of mtes, late mrrhgaa d‘m to ab-

sorption in buainesa,‘ and too rapm 1iving were responsible
. yt‘w the deelining birth mta. of :plondid phyai«l camti.-
:wtion and good mind, Eugbm ms.ght have mndc u good ttthnr,
M he was too’ busy purauing ambition to hm'e uny shn.m'onz
Pascal, who was free of the family weakness and who had the
best mind of them all, had one child only, s yéithw ons,
when he was an old man} Hélhne, also umfraotod by tho fvm-»
ily taint a lovely and gracioua lady, mrriod a siekly
husband and had only one child; snvbre was mot. & martyr
'm his youth; and Jean's children were ‘bora so h'ba that
thoy grew up with the fifth gemnkion.

o Although Adélaide's muroaia had arraewa nmat uu
“or her daacandanta though in variom vay:, aemtimat ad-
vaatageoualy and more oftaa disadvantagecusly, and although
1,% had caused the death of her danghter Ursule and had re-_-»
















‘In all his dealings with the sex, he was balked only
once. He fell in love with ome of the shop-girls in his
store, a girl named Denise, idealistis, honorable, and old-
fashioned. Denise, so unlike the other shop-girls, spent
o mbat of ‘her time and money on'mr‘mzymw'mwam to
whom she acted as parent. So little aid wulthma to
.Denise that she was m.{ffomnt*&c her employert's pmr and
money. She even failed to respond to the blandishments that
were always successful with other girls. | |

At each failure to interest Denise, Octave redoubled
| his efforts. He reformed his ways; he showed m“dmid—
eration to his employees; and finally in desperation he
offered marriage. With the lifting of the affair to an
honorabj.e plane, Du:'xiao; interested all along, eonsented to
‘be his wife. It was the best bargain Octave ever drove. He
'secured for himself a good morsl influence and for the
Rougon-Macquart family a hope for the future.

From a sickly and insctive childhood, 8ergo, the second
Mouret son, went “into an ascetic existence at a seminary
chosen to educate him for the priesthood. Here he became
the ideal student, spending his time in study and religlous
obntemplation, never joining the other students in raids on
the pantry and other mischievous preanks., When he was re-
quired to read De rebus Veneris ad vsum sonfessariorum in
‘preparation for his dutlies at the confessional, his soul
trembled at the sins to which mankind is addicted. He him-
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self had never known temptation.
' When the time came for the priests to be assigned to

'- parinhoa, Serge roquoatod lLes Arta«xxas, thi Wat a&mh

availablo, while hiu classmates were umoﬁmg for milthy
ones, Els ahoioo plaood him in a vu.d, racky, mpra&uatlu

 part of the country among poaunta who had been inbred for
’ gemrationa and who had to struggle so mm t«a make & }.iv-u

tng that they were hardly more then beasts.
For the mormal m, 111‘0 in Les m:wu vaum lwm

: boon unoomrmtablc, but ta sargn, ‘ingsensidle of - hic sur-
- roundinga R it offered no m&miw,' He dia: mt now tmt
" the roof was fallins in on his head nor that the ﬂom? rote

ted beneath his feet, Absorbed in mli&iw-wqt&q,
could not rdpl the hot desert sun on his neck nor ’tha hard
rocks over which he walked. Forgetting his meals, he spent

‘hours on his knees before the shrine of the Virgin Mary, who
‘symboliged to him all that was good and beautiful in religion,

A orisis in Serge's life was brought on by an attack of

- braln fever, resulting from hours of devotion and eomplete

mglect'of his physical self. He was saved from death by
the ministrations of his uncle and physician, Dostor Pascal,
who aent him into the country to recuperate,

"I'he Paradou, th»e-nnm of the estate where Serge was

“sent, had once been the hame of a nobleman, who had long

since moved away, leaving the place in charge of a care-

taker. The once fine house had fallen into deesy and the
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