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CHAPTER I 

IHTRODTJGTIOI

Salle 2Sola, ncweliafc and refomer, began his literary 
career In France shortly after the. middle of the nineteenth 
century when Hie intelleetual world had become definitely 
selentiflc in outlook. It was the age when Darwin was revo­
lutionizing thinking with M s  theories of evolution, when 
Talne was. advocating scientific criticism in literature, and 
when Balzac, Flaubert, and the Qonoourts were breaking from 
the traditional romantic pattern to write more realistic flc-

!-!!!/ ■

Zola *s idea was to go further than any of M s  pred#- : 
oessors had done to achieve reality in the novel. He sought 
to give a photographic reproduction of life sparing none of 
its sad or even disgusting details. Vihen his works began to 
appear, the public, accustomed to the pleasing and diverting 
tales of the romanticists, was enraged at the grossness of 
their reality. Undaunted by criticism, he began work on a 
long series of novels, which would crush by the weight of 
their reality all opposition to the new kind of fiction.

In 1865, when Zola was writing the third novel of hie 
aeries. Dr. Claude Bernard's treatise. Introduction a 1*Etude 
de la M§deoine ExpSrimentale. came to his attention. The 
publication of this famous work, which was to revolutionize
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mediotoe, proved timely from Zola’s point of view. Besides 
suggesting that he publish his theories of the novel in vin- 
dication of M s  work, it actually furnished M m  with argu­
ments to support his theories.

The purpose of Dr. Bernard’s treatise was to advocate 
the use of the experimental method in the practice of medi­
cine. He did not lay claim to originating a new method; 
he was simply attempting to show that the method of the 
chemist and the physicist, who deal with inanimate bodies, 
could be used to advantage by the physician in his work 
with living bodies. Zola maintained that the method should 
he carried a step further into the field of literature, the 
province of which is the minds and passions of men.

The purpose of this essay Is to explain how Zola formu­
lated his theories of the scientific novel; and then to dem­
onstrate in detail how he applied these theories to M s  most 
important work, the Rougon-Macquart series of novels.

When Zola began to write, the French realistic novel 
mas still in the early stages of its development. In the 
eighteenth century Le Sage had published M s  picaresque 
romance, Gil Bias, which, with its loosely knit chain of 
adventures, bore little resemblance to the novel as it has 
since come to be known. Then came Voltaire and Rousseau, 
who used the novel as a vehicle for their ideas: the one 
for an attack on the absurdities of religious and political 
government; the other to popularise his hew and democratic
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that of science.
Although the public was becoming accustomed to a change 

in tho novel, it was scandalized when Flaubert brought out 
his definitely realistic Madame Bovary* In spite of the hor­
ror Inspired by scenes such as that at Emma's deathbed, the 
book was a great success* Its readers, no doubt, recognized 
in It at the time the qualities of perfection which make it 
a masterpiece. So careful of his phrasing was Flaubert that 
he spent hours searching for the right word. The same can be 
said of his attention to structure. It was good for the
;. ' • „; ■ ■ - v ■- . . . - ■
cause of realism that Madame Bovary should have had such 
qualities of intrinsic Redness•

In Salaambo, Flaubert offers an Illustration of another 
method of writing a novel, a method which was to be used to 
a great extent by Zola and the naturalists - the use of docu­
ments of all kinds as a means of securing accuracy of detail.
■ ■ :■ • - V '■ ■ : : - . - ,

His subject lent Itself perfectly to his experiment. Car­
thage, about which so little Is known by the modern world, 
was reconstructed through documents and made the scene of 
his story. He visited the ruins of the ancient city to get 
what first-hand information there was to he had. Next, he 
studied the Bible, Theophrastus, Maroellinus, and other his­
torians for the details of customs, of architecture, of re­
ligious rites, and for perfumes, Punic names, etc. Then he 
fitted into this background his story, striving to keep it 
in harmony with the documentary evidence.
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Like Flaubert, the Goncourt brother#* Jules and Edmond, 
bequeathed to Zola and his followers sorae doeuraested work. 
They did a aeries of studies on the sixteenth century in 
France, using as their documents autographed letters, scraps 
of costumes, engravings, and songs. Unfortunately they did 
not succeed in handing doen the best part of their method, 
the artist1a prerogative to select from his data.

In their fiction, the Goncourt brothers were more in
- - ' - ■ - ■ : . . : •. • ; ; : - . • ' .  -  . :

accord with the ideas Zola was to present. They chose sor- 
did subjects and held to simplicity in plot. They laid 
claim toward the end of the century to being the founders 
of the school of naturalism.

As in the field of creative literature, a movement in 
the scientific direction had been made among the critics. 
S&lnte-Beuve laid down the first principles of a more scien­
tific method in criticism. Instead of following cut-and- 
dried standards which the critic either outlined himself or 
formulated from traditional beliefs, Sainte-Beuve judged an 
author from a study of his life, circumstances, aims, and 
literary aspirations. He approached the subject of his in­
vestigations through his admirers and through his antago­
nists, getting every possible point of view on him.

Thine following Sainte-Beuve enlarged and systematized 
these ideas. In his introduction to a History of English 
Literature. he says:
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hovel had been made. Writers like Balzac had ceased to spin 
stories from their imaginations as the romanticists did and 
were examining people around them to analyze the passions 
that governed them; novelists like Flaubert were seeing 
that average, common-place people and their trivial every­
day activities could be made the subject of literature; 
critics like Sainte-Beuve and Taine were proclaiming that 
criticism should be based on relative and not absolute stand­
ards and that the causes underlying the manifestations of the 
phenomena which they observed could and should be worked out. 
It was natural that such scientific theories should appeal 
t© Zola, who, at m e  time, had considered choosing a scien­
tific rather than a literary career.

When Zola began to write, however, he did not have a 
definite eonecptlcn of just what he wanted to do. He did 
know that he wanted to find a field in which he could achieve 
fame and fortune and he went about searching consciously for 
a medium by which he could attain his goal. His early works 
were of various kinds and were pot-boilers. He wrote for 
journals, articles of criticism on art and literature; he 
tried fiction, which was received indifferently; and he 
even considered epic poetry, for there was a poetic side to 
his nature.

His first two writings of consequence were Th&rese 
Raquin in 1867 and Madeleine P6rat in 1868, both of which 
showed the traits which characterized his later works.
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, ; PREPARING FOR THE EXPERIMENT

In hie notes and various essays, Zola gave a complete 
exposition of how he actually wrote his novels. After 
choosing his subject, he gathered all the knowledge he had 
of that subject into a complete set of notes.^ Such mate­
rial he considered of the greatest importance to his book 
as "it had ripened within himself.”2 Next he consulted 
people experienced in the field in which he was wgrking, 
obtaining expressions, stories, and portraits releting to 
his "sdb jeet. Then he went to documents, histwies, court 
trials, mvap&ymr articles, etc, for information. Thus 
equipped, he was ready to visit the locality of which he 
was to write, living there, if possible, until he had 
saturated himself with the atmosphere of the place.
Finally he was ready to make his manuscript notes.

Often the manuscript notes would have made a volume 
larger than %ie book that was to spring from them. He 
prepared first an "dbauehe* or sketch, which he likened 
to a long, ohatty letter to himself, discussing the diar- 
aoters, their homes, the food they ate, their personal' and

X. &ola*s Notes, ninety gross volumes, were deposited in 
tim Imperial Library at Paris,

2. "The Novel." The Experimental Novel and Other Essays, 
p. 211.
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their occupational habits# Next he drew up his plan,which 
consisted of a list of characters and an elaborate scenario 
of events. Then and then only was he ready to begin the 
actual writing of his novel; Yetta DoBury described the 
method of Zola fittingly in saying that he combined more 
than any other writer 0the elements of saturation and radia­
tion.". V; ; % ... : ’

% e  ldea of writing a monumental work, a long series, 
first occurred to Zola in 1868. Having accepted the doc­
trine of determinism and believing that heredity was the 
force that determined the manifestations of phenomena in 
the case of human beings, he decided to use heredity as the 
system on which to build the series. His choice served him 
well, for it unified the series and furnished him with the 
making of a plot for the individual novels.

In presenting the first novel of the series to the pub­
lic, he makes clear his purpose. He wrote:

I wish to explain how a family, a small group of human beings, conducts itself in a given social 
system —  after giving birth to ten or twenty 
members, who, though they appear profoundly dis­
similar, are as analysis demonstrates most closely 
linked together. Heredity like gravity has its 
laws .4 : ; ■

m e n  Zola began the series, ”the small family of ten to 
twenty members,r was to be written up in ten volumes. As he 5

5. k,Zola as an Evolutionist." French Literature or Today.
' : - p. 37. ■■ — —  —  — .

4. The Fortune of the Rougona. p. xi.





writing, he did not know when and how the end of the reign 
would come about. He had not long to wait, however, for 
In 1870 the force a of Louis Napoleon suffered defeat at the 
battle of Sedan, ending the regime of Hapoleon as emperor 
and furnishing a dramatic denouement for the Rougon-Macquart 
. series. ' r;/";-,'.-:': ■

It was Zola «s intention to show the family expanding 
and moving out to make a conquest of the modem world. Its 
members were to have ambitions and appetites, both high and 
lew, with an impatience to gratify them. The too rapid 
flight upward, combined with other environmental and hered­
itary forces, was to bring about degeneration in the family 
through an exhaustion of the Intelligence.

In accordance with the spirit of the time, - a time 
when man's brain, nerves, and blood were of primary Interest 
to the scientists - Zola chose for the mother-ancestor of 
all his characters a woman possessed of a neurosis. As be 
explained It, "there was a lack of equilibrium between her 
nerves and her blood, a disorder of the brain and heart, 
whSsh made her lead a life different from the rest of the 
world."6

She was Adelaide Fouque, who was born about 1765 on 
a vegetable farm at Plassans. Situated in Provence in 
Southern France, Plassans was a pious and aristocratic

I'he Fortune of the kougona. p. 4&Y """"""
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town with a dozen churches and convents and three well de­
fined social classes• The Saint-Marc Quarter* where the 
nobility cloistered themselves, was a miniature of Ver- 
sallies with grassy streets and large homes surrounded by 
extensive gardens and hidden from the vulgar eye behind 
high walls. The old town, whore the civil court,. the mar­
ket, and the barracks were located, was the most populous 
section, the home of the lowest classes • The streets were 
tortuous lanes defined on each side by the hovels of the 
poor. The new town contained the sub-prefecture, the seat 
of the local government, as well as the homes of the well- 
to-do professional people, houses set in straight lines and
painted yellow. Each quarter was built well to itself, and 
up until 1849 there was no social intercourse between the 
inhabitants of the different sections.

Plassana itself was as isolated from Its neighboring
towns as the three quarters were from each other. Belted
by ramparts, it had two gates, which were closed and looked 
every evening. The inhabitants made their living dealing 
in oil, wine, and almonds, the produce of the country-side, 
and operating the two industries of the town, the soap works
and the felt hat manufactory.

Such was the birthplace of the Rougon-Macquart family. 
Adelaide»s father was not identified with any one of the 
three social classes of the town. Living on a farm behind 
the cento tery m  the oi3*toUpts of piss sans, he had become
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him though she never married him. On his side, Mac quart 
always returned to bar at the hovel when he came back from 
a smuggling expedition. Although he was poor, ill-dressed, 
and a drinker, he never made any attempt to profit by 
Adelaide *a fortune. This seeond unlon yielded two children, 
a son, Antoine, and a daughter, Ursula.

Adelaidefs parenthood failed to change her or her way 
of living though it did affect her health. After the two 
last children were born, she was subject to nervous fits, 
which came on her at intervals, causing her to grow rigid, 
cold, and death-like. Her visits to Eacquart * s hove 1 con­
tinued, however, as they had before the ©hildren were born. 
The two ISacquart offspring were brought up in Ad6la3.de *s 
house with Pierre. They received very little attention and 
no training. As a result, they fought among themselves, 
stole from their neighbors, and created so much commotion 
that they added to their mother«s disgrace. Adelaide lived 
in the uproar of the household without seeming to be incon- 
venleneed. Occasionally she played with the children, fond­
ling and caressing them, but that was as far as her minis- 
tratlons went. She took no responsibility for their actions.

The explanation of Addlaid#1s peculiar behavior is that 
she was affected by a neurosis transmitted to her by her 
father. She was controlled by one force, her sexual feeling. 
She was a creature of instinct, totally devoid of will power 
except to gratify her amorous nature. Her environment had
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little effect on her; she was not conscious of it in most of 
its phases.

During Adelaide's later life, however, there were two 
events which Imd sufficient meaning to call forth a response
from her. The first was the death of Macquart. When Pierre
■ . ' ' :  ■ /  ' ; : ■■■ . .... ■■ .

was sewnteen years old, the old smuggler was shot by the
gendarmes on (me of his expeditions. When word was brought 
to her by his comrades, who placed his old carbine in her 
bands, she received a nervous shock from which she never re­
covered. Thereafter, the only object in her surroundings 
which seemed of importance to her was the old carbine. She 
moved into Nacquart's hut and lived there in isolation.

X ■ • ' . -
The second environmental shake-up came years later when 

Adelaide had grown to be an old woman. At the death of her 
daughter TJrsule, she became the guardian of her small grand­
son, Silvbre, whom no one else wanted. The affection she 
developed for him as her only associate, the care she had te 
bestow on him. as a dependent child, and the division of her 
scanty allowance with him, all served to some extent to re­
vive the spark of her dying intellect.

These years with Silvdre were the most normal of her 
existence. She was free from the.absorption of her early 
love affairs and she had a mother’s duties to perform. The 
child in turn was devoted to her; in fact he was the only 
living being to show affection for her. For twelve years 
Adelaide enjoyed her grandson’s companionship. Then again
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the gendarmes deprived her of her only love. She was a wit-j 
nesa when the soldiers stood Silvdre against a wall and shot 
him for his activities in a political uprising#





was rendered less harmful by a wariness of disposition, 
which. In the case of the elder Rougon, had enabled a farm­
hand to marry his employer. In short, Pierre had the good 
sturdy qualities of the peasant, sharpened and refined 
through the nervous influence of his mother. It was In­
evitable, therefore, that he should take steps to better 
the position of the family.

half brother and slstor were not so fortunate in 
•timlr. heritage, Antoine at sixteen was a .blend of 
Macquart1 s and Adelaide's failings. Laziness# drunlten- 
neas, and brutishness bequeathed by the father were inten­

sified by the total leek of will power which characterised 
Adelaide * s and, in turn, Antoine * s disposition. However, 
whore the father was bold and masculine in his vicious ways, 
a certain effeminacy resulting from Addlaide *s nervousness 
caused Antoine to be sneaking and hypocritical In wrong 
doing. Physically ho resembled his father except for the 
fact that he had the thick, passionate lips of his mother. 
Where Pierre Rougon would lead the family upward, Antoine . 
Macquart was destined to drag it down.

tfiraulo Macquart unfortunately had almost all of 
Adelaide’s traits without the ameliorating influence of 
her father*s more robust health. Adelaide’s youthful dhy- 
ness in Ursulo became melancholy; the mother's nervousness 
reappeared in the daughter in the form of hysterical fits of 
laughter, which contrasted strangely with her habitual state

22





Piorre and the farn. The mothcd he used to get rid of her 
typified hio disposition. He could have forced her to move 
at once, for she was too weak of will to offer resistance. 
This course he hesitated to take, however, not because of 
conscientious scruples, for he had no conscience, but be­
cause ho considered the good will of his neighbors essen­
tial to M o  advancement in the world. Instead, ho chose to 
make an insidious campaign which would accomplish his pur­
pose without Incurring blame for himself. By severe looks 
and unspoken criticism, he began to condemn Addlaide for her 
bad reputation. It was simply a matter of increasing the 
mental ascendancy ho had had over her since the day he had 
learned the nature of her alliance with old Hacquarfc. Ex­
istence became so miserable for her that sho, herself* sug­
gested moving into the old poacher’s hovel, which had boon 
left her at his death. Pierro was left in possession of the 
farm.

The schemer’s next otop was to convert M s  assets into 
cash and, at the same time, to destroy, if possible, the 
familiar landmarks of M o  family’s ignominious existence.
Ho hwtiod a buyer for the farm who would want to rase the 
house and the outbuildings. Finding such a one, he sold 
his patrimony for 50,000 franca, tricked Adelaide into sign­
ing a roooipt for the sum, and pocketed the money himself.

Thus Fierro, buoyed up by a so If-righteous fooling of 
superiority over the rest of the family, had lied, cheated.

24
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Where he showed no consideration for anyone but himself, 
she was always willing to he Ip those in trouble j where he 
led a careless existence, she was methodical and orderly. 
From the point of view of the future, however. Fine*s influ­
ence was bad, for she, like Antoine, was addicted to drink. 
When she was sober, she was gentle and easily imposed upon; 
but on the occasions when she drank, she was violent*
Antoine beat her when she was sober; and she beat him when 
she was drunk. Consequently, they created an environment 
unpropitious for bringing up children.

Antoine and Fine had three children, two daughters 
and a son. As soon as they were old enough, Antoine took 
them out of school and put them to work to augment the 
family income. His way of living improved; he wore tailor- 
made clothes and spent mere time in the tavern. At the same 
time, he begrudged them the food they ate, demanding that 
ell the dainties he put on his plate*

With his children working, Antoine did not have to 
rely on bribes from the Rougons; hence he permitted him­
self the luxury of abusing them more freely. Although his 
audience was usually made up of his cronies, the drunkards 
and hoodlums of tiie town, yet Plassans was so small? that the 
stories got around. To F^llcitd, Antoine was a thorn in the 
flesh, for, while she strove to oufc-llve the scandalous past 
of her husband*s family, he took a perverse delight in keep­
ing it alive* Then F6llelt6, who had social aspirations.



was ashamed of her hrothar-la-law * s family • The Rougons 
had educated their ohildren 5 they lived, though not actually 
in the New Quarter, at least on a street adjacent to it $ 
they had a drawing-room done in yellow where • they displayed 
all their best furniture, relegating the broken pieces to 
the back of the house. The Kacquart family never thought' 
of trying to create an impression. They lived just any way 
they could after most of their earnings had gone for 
Antolna'm luxuries. Fdlieltd spent a great deal of time 
wishing that Antoine was out of her way.

One of Felicite *0 schemes to better her position in 
Plan sans was to open her drawing-room on contain evenings 
each week to the political-minded citizens of the town who 
had an interest in national affairs. Never before had any 
©lass except the nobility paid attention to polities * How­
ever, under the reign of the Hcitizen king”, Louis Philippe, 
greater privileges had been extended to the commercial class, 
who, as a result, were becoming wealthy and powerful. The 
common people everywhere were beginning to think about their 
rights. Fdlioiti hoped to find in the new turn affairs were 
taking a chance to better the fortunes of the family.

It was from the conservative class in Plassans that 
Fdlicltd drew her attendance. After a few evenings the 
company settled down to a small group composed of a wealthy, 
retired oil merchant, a large landholder, a dealer in holy 
images, an old soldier who had served with Napoleon, and

30





they should meet her in a by-way. They were & 
family of bandits lying in wait to rifle and 
plunder
It was in the troubled days of 1848, that Eugene Rougon 

left suddenly for Paris. For three years ho wrote constantly 
to his father giving the political developments and advising 
him how to sway sentiment in the yellow drawing-room.
December, 1851, he wrote that the time for decisive action• • - - - : - . : : : : ■ ■ >:s.-

series opened.
The greatest part of the opening novel of the series ^  

is devoted to giving the ancestral and environmental back­
ground of the first, second, and third generations of lass
Bougon-Maoquart family* Here before the eyes of the reader, 
Zola examines his phenomena (character and environment) 
like the scientist in his laboratory. The traits of the 
edsaraoters, as v/ell as their sburces, are set forth in 
detail, t h m  constituting the first step of his method -
observation of phenomena * He is now ready for the second 
step, the experiments* ; 4

4. I'he Fortune olr the Rougons. p. Vd.







w a  M s  informant; he made friends with his nephew for the 
purpose of stirring up his sympathetic nature against the 
Rougon aide of the house. Lacking the opportunity for 
formal schooling, Silvdre had attempted to educate him­
self by reading books he bought from a second-hand dealer 
with his earnings as a blacksmith's helper. A great deal 
of the Utopian literature popular at the time fell into his 
hands and found a ready response in the nervous and ardent 
temperament that was so like Adelaide's. The same disposi­
tion that kept his mother musing idly for hours led Sllvbre 
to dream of the day when he should be able to right the 
wrongs he saw about him.

One of these injustices that touched Silvdre was that 
suffered by a girl named Miette,who lived on her uncle's 
farm adjoining Adelaide's little yard. She was forced to 
labor like a man and to-submit to the cruelty of her cousin 
and the other children who taunted her with being the daugh­
ter of a galley slave. Silvdre fell in love with her and 
became her champion. He loved Miette in much the same way 
he loved his grandmother - for the wrongs that were done 
her. ■■ - ■" ' -

When the Insurgent volunteers marched through Plnasana 
crying "liberty, equality, and fraternity," Silvdre joined 
them, for their ideal was his. And when Miette dreaded 
being left friendlessi he took her along. The men made 
her their standard bearer, and she and Silvdre marched in
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Ambition had been the motivating force of the lives of 
Pierre and Felicity. With the former, it had developed 
early as a reaction against the purposelessness of the lives 
of the rest of his family. In the latter, it had grown to 
colossal proportions by reason of her alliance with a family 
whose name was held in contempt.

Although the husband and wife had planned and plotted 
toward the same end for years, there remained certain in­
herent and fundamental differences between them. Fdlicltd 
had a keen mind in comparison with which Pierre*s was 
stupid. Then she had an inexhaustible fund of energy, 
while her husband was lazy. If it had not been for Fdlicite, 
Pierre's ambition would not have survived the rebuffs of 
their unsuccessful years. She was the one who saw the possi­
bilities in the troubled political situation. Her tact and 
energy furnished the impetus for the political meetings at 
their home. She had the daring to dip into their meager 
savings to finance these meetings, the outcome of which, to 
say the least, was very doubtful. Fdlieit6, however* did 
not have the disposition to devise the plot which consum­
mated all their efforts. It took the crafty mind of Pierre 
to evolve a scheme so ruthless and so treacherous. The 
qualities that had led him to trick and rob M s  family in 
M s  younger days characterized his action at the court- 
house. The older Pierre, calloused by the years, did not 
hesitate to add murder to M s  list of crimes.

38
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Likewise, Antoine *s action in the Coup cVEtat was con­
sistent with M s  heredity and environment. Laziness, men­
tal and physical, and lack of ambition were M s  by birth, 
and there hsd been nothing in his environment to develop 
more constructive virtues. Under the pampering of his 
wife and children, hia laziness had developed Into a love 
of ease which came to be his predominant characteristic; 
Even his hatred of the Rougons meant nothing to him when 
weighed against a chance for luxurious living. When 
Felioitd offered him the bribe for his part in the court­
house plot, he accepted it, for ho had the slyness to 
sense the advantage he would have over the Rougons for the 
rest of his life. The Coup d fEtat could have offered him 
nothing better. ..... ; ' '

The second son of the Rougon family had a part in the 
political crisis, which threatened to be disastrous for 
him. When the Revolution of 1848 was disturbing France, 
Aristide was one of the "hungry Rougons" who were out for 
easy money. He had dissipated M s  wife's dowry and was 
forced to find work. At the time Fdlioit6 was holding 
her meetings in the yellow drawing-room, he was working 
on a paper in Plassans, hoping to profit by the political 
activities of M s  family. He was not informed of the 
counsel sent by Eug&ne from Paris, however, as the latter,
aware of the foolhardiness of M s  brother, had demanded' , .

secrecy of M s  parents. Consequently, the aspiring jour-



nailst had to rely on his own judgment.
As Aristide took his mental qualities from Pierre, it 

was natural that in choosing a cause to support he should 
make the wrong choice. He thought victory would go to the 
Republicans, so he wrote condemnatory artieles agaia#t the 
b t W r  parties despite his mother’s advice to await develop­
ments. On the night the Republicans marched to Paris, 
Aristide, who posed as their leader, tied up his arm in 
a sling to keep from joining their ranks. Like Pierre, 
he was afraid to fight*

On receiving word of napoleon’s success, Felicite 
could not refrain from informing Aristide, her favorite 
eon. When Plassans received the news, they found from 
their local paper that their erstwhile Republican jour­
nalist had become a Bonapartlst. Aristide had held up 
the press while he interchanged the words "Republican" 
and "Bonapartlst* in a highly partisan editorial.

In the Coup d ’ltat Silvdre played the most admir­
able part of any member of the Rougon-Macquart family.
The traits inherited from Adelaide, intensified by en­
vironmental influences, wore responsible. The passion­
ate sexual nature, a bad feature in the woman, transla­
ted itself into an enthusiastic love of principle in the 
grandson. He acted from idealistic motives, but it was 
the idealism of youth growing out of an abnormal view of 
life. There was no thought of gain in the mind of Silvers
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as he marched out to give his life for his ideals*
The other members of the family acted from selfish 

motives* Eugene*s part in the Coup d’Etat was similar to 
that of Fdlioitd, for the son was like the mother. Both 
had good minds which urged them to initiative action*
Both forced themselves into a situation where in the 
normal course of events they did not belong. Folicltd 
picked out politics as her field of activity at the oppor­
tune time and Eug&no picked out the propitious moment to 
go to Baris. They wore both willing to work hard for what 
they wanted* Without Eugdne and Fdlicltd, the family for­
tune would not have boon made.

In the case of Pierre and Aristide, there were re­
actions common to both* The father and son each pretended 
to bo the leader of a political faction, yet neither would 
stay in front when the time for fighting came. They were 
both cowards. Neither had the mentality to analyze the 
situation which confronted him. Fierro had to follow 
Felioitd, and Aristide, loft without guidance, made a 
mistake* Both were lazy and both had an inclination to 
prefer underhand rather than direct methods of action* 

Antoine’s part in the Coup d ’Etat was made for him, 
for ho was too shiftless to make it for himself. He had 
no ambition to fulfill and no desire to bring respect on 
the name of Maoqusrt* Circumstances had made of him a
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Into the furnace so as to mould the gold with :
hie quivering fingers as though it had been vex*
H® Inhaled those still vague vapors which rose _ 
from the great city, that breath of the nascent 
Empire laden already with the warm efflswtm of ; 
every kind of enjoyment,-— the pursuit of adven­
tures, of women, and of millions «5 . ̂ 1
On appealing to Eugbne for help, he was given a posi­

tion as government clerk, a menial situation not at all to 
his liking. He was exasperated that his brother had not 
catapulted him at once into a fortune • As Eug&ne would do 
nothing else, he had to make the most of his new employ­
ment , He exaggerated his southern animation when he found 
that it was an asset in making friends. He helped the 
other elerks with their work, be listened at keyholes, 
he delved-into papers not.meant for his eyes, he inter- 
eepted messages by making friends with the messenger boys • 
At the read of two years, die was in possession of many 
state secrets and was considered the most amiable of fel­
lows despite the fact that he was inwardly raging at the 
slowness of his advancement. : ; :  ̂ w

Then Eugdne secured him an appointment as commissioner 
of roads. In his new position with a few thousand francs 
he could make his millions. He lacked the money, however. 
As Eugene refused to help him, he turned to his sister 
Sidonie, who had come to Paris many years before him. » 
Aristide*s and Sidonie»s lives became closely associated 
for a long time.

5. Zola. Emile. The Rush forthe Spoils, p.feS.



Sldonle was a familiar figure on the streets of Paris. 
Short, skinny, and pale, dressed in rusty black silk, she 
could be seen going hither and yon with a bag bulging with 
papers on missions known only to herself. Ostensibly she 
ran a lace shop, acquired when she came to Paris with her 
provincial husband who had long since disappeared. Ho one 
bought laces, however, though her rooms were filled with 
people who entered surreptitiously by the back door. The 
fact was that her house was a meeting place where gentle­
men met ladies secure from the public gaze.

Sldonle was active, energetic, and resourceful, like 
her mother, Fdlicite, though in other ways she resembled 
her father. She had Pierre *s love of questionable matters 
and intrigue, which led her to insinuate herself Into the 
confidence of ladles In trouble. She secured loans for 
gentlemen in trouble and found husbands for girls who had 
been compromised. For the world she had a sweet, nun- 
like, hypocritical smile which led people to confide in 
her. Her family recognized in her a shrewd intellect, 
marred, however, by a crack which led her to deceive her­
self about her motives.

When Aristide appealed to her for help, she took up 
his problem with avidity. She knew a young lady who, on 
a vacation from a convent, had been seduced and was badly 
in need of a husband. At about the same time Angela be­
came ill and Sidonie established herself as nurse. In a
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short time Ariatide*8 wife died, and Aristide, posing as 
the young lady * s seducer, married her. The . new wife, Rende, 
a charming girl, the daughter of a wealthy and highly re­
puted judge, brought as a dowry the money Aristide needed.

Aristide soon became a financial.power in Paris. He 
bought up under another name land that was to be condemned 
for the now streets and, as commissioner, appraised it at 
a fabulous price and sold it to the city. He tricked Reneo 
out of her fortune; he blackmailed prominent citizens and 
was in turn blackmailed; he traded, lied, and cheated; 
in short he used every form of chicanery his cunning brain 
eould devise to amass the fortune he had always dreamed of*

As he made money fast, he spent it fast. He had no 
particular desire for the things money would buy, but he 
had a mania for making the golden tide flow. He encouraged 
Rende, who was naturally extravagant, to out-dress all the 
women in Paris; his balls rivalled those given by the em­
peror; his house was the most elaborate in Paris; his cour­
tesan had to be the reigning favorite. He brought his son, 
Maximo, to Paris and made a fashionable gentleman of him, 
not because he loved the boy but because he thought it 
added to his prestige*

As Aristide made money, his appetite for it grew.
Soon all interests were submerged in it. Although he went 
to his courtesan's house, it was not for his amusement but 
for business reasons. He encouraged M s  wife to use his



•on aa an escort with the result that Maximo became Rente's 
lover. V/hen ho discovered the monstrous guilt of the pair, 
he sold his wife his forgiveness in return for her signa­
ture deeding him her last piece of property.

The end of Aristide*a career came when his wife's last 
resources were spent and there was no longer anything solid 
behind him. He had made several fortunes speculating on 
her money, but he was too daring and rockless to keep a 
reserve. Rende, who had a conscience, paid for the crime 
of her Incestuous love for Maxima with her life. To 
Aristide and Maxima, fortified by the Rougon lack of con­
science, the whole affair was just another episode in their 
lives. Aristide lost all his money and left the old judge 
to pay his daughter's last bills.

With the loss of his fortune, Aristide was not con­
tent to take life at a moderate pace. He had felt the 
frenzied delight of making gold rain down from daring specu­
lations and he wished to do it again. Again he wanted money, 
not for what it would buy but simply because he experienced 
pleasure at having large sums pass through his hands.

Through a chance acquaintance, Aristide or, to use the 
rams he assumed in Paris, Saoeard conceived a new scheme 
for piling up gold.® Living in the same hotel with him was 
an engineer named Hamel in, who had worked all over the world. 6
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6. Narrated in Money#























bad her father's love of Idleness and ease, which was off­
set by enough, of her mother's energy and Industry to enable 
her to Indulge this craving for the comforts of life* 

Circumstances helped to make Lisa "a fat." At the 
death of her adopted mother, she Inherited 10,000 francs. 
Then she was hired as a saleswoman by a pork butcher who 
considered her healthful beauty a good advertisement for 
his shop. Here she was associated with her employer's 
nephew, Quenu, whose stuffed sausages and black puddings 
were known throughout Paris • The butcher died soon there­
after, leaving a fortune of 80,000 francs hidden in his 
basement. Lisa and Quenu found the money, to which Lisa 
added her own inheritance, the two married, and set up a 
shop of their own. The old butcher's fortune belonged 
legally to Quenu and his brother Florent, who had been 
departed to Dutch Galana for resisting the Coup d'istat. 
Such an exile meant almost certain death, a point which 
Lisa considered before appropriating the fortune.

The new shop was typical of Lisa. In it she put 
pink and white marble counters and floors, mirrored walls, 
deep glass show oases. Her living quarters she furnished 
with thick rugs, fine mahogany pieces, and beds with four 
mattresses. Despite the immense outlay of money, she sold 
only the best meats and always gave honest weight. In a 
few years the prosperity of the shop was so great that the 
80,000 francs had been made back and invested in govern-
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ment seoiaritiea. Her sense of orderliness and thrift de­
manded that she pass on to her only child, Pauline, at 
least as much as had been given to her. Mo family in the 
neighborhood commanded greater respect than the smoothly 
run household of the pork butoher.

Then Florent, sick, hungry, and dressed in rags, re­
turned after a miraculous escape from Cayenne. Lisa nursed 
him to health, bought him new clothes, and sought to con­
ceal his identity by Introducing him as her cousin. On 
his recovery, she called him to her office to pay him his 
part of his uncle * s inheritance . Wishing to be scrupu­
lously honest about it, she had figured out the interest 
they owed him to the penny. To her amazement Florent re­
fused It, saying that he had no use for so large a sum of 
money. He was "a thin" and money meant little to him. All 

he desired was a place to stay, food enough to ward off 
hunger, and leisure to plan for the return of the Republi­
cans to power. Lisa and Quenu furnished him board, and 
Florent spent his time with a group of revolutionists who 
held meetings in a nearby cafe.

As time passed and Florent made no effort to find work, 
U s s  became annoyed with him. Her irritation r6se not from 
stinginess but from her conviction that every man should 
work hard enough to enjoy his meals, she finally induced 
him to accept a position as inspector in the fish markets, 
a situation she procured for him. Florent did not achieve





Inherit one quality from her mother, a love of work, which 
acted for a while as a balance wheel. In appearance she 
was small and delicate with a face like a doll*s.

Where Lisa had good training during childhood, Gervaise 
grew up without direction amidst the drunken brawls of Fine 
and Antoine. Her father sent her out to work at an early 
age to provide money for his shiftless existence. As she 
was slightly lame and sickly from birth, her mother attempt­
ed to make her more robust by giving her aniseed. Hence 
the Inherited taste for liquor was intensified by regular 
drinking through childhood*

Gervaise*s life history was almost an exact reflection 
of the conditions in which she found herself. By the time
i " ' ■ .. . . ■...'2/
she was fifteen,, she had three illegitimate children by a 
handsome rowdy of Plassans named Lantier. Her seducer would 
have married her bad her father permitted, but, as Lantier *s 
mother kept the children, Antoine preferred to keep his 
daughter*s earnings himself. When her mother died, Lantier 
persuaded her to go with him and the three children to Paris 
so that he could Invest a recent inheritance in a profit­
able business. in a short time the money was spent on hotel 
bills and fine clothes, after which he deserted her. Gervaise 
found employment as a washerwoman to provide support for the 
three children.

For a time, Gervaise was free from her two worst ene­
mies, drink and men. She had no money for drink, and her





















r' heart, he meant to help build France anew* A strong
■ '

healthy wife who owned a m e  land, a sensible. Industrious
husband who was not afraid of the plough, and a largo
rapidly increasing family gave Dr. Pascal, who kept the
family records, the hope that the healthy branch of the 

::: - .' ' ' ' - ' ' .. . - - . '
family troo would spring from Joan. For tho, doctor
had great faith that In Joanns children was to be found 
. - . ■ ■ . . . - ■

"tho revivifying sap of the races which acquire renewed 
" -■ vigor by returning to the soil." * 16

c..

Is• Zola*s mouthpiece.
16. Dr. Pascal, p. 27.



h - CHAPTER VI

EXPERIMENTS ON THE FOURTH IATION

By the time the Rougon-Maoqunrt family bad reached the
. ' . . ... ■ ■ : ' ' . ■ .■ - -  -  .. , . '

fourth generation, the ratio of fecundity was falling off.
The three member# of the second generation produced eleven 
children, whereas these eleven yielded only thirteen progeny

: . ■ ' : : . ' : ; ■ ■ ..1 5*':. ■ ,
to the fourth.

Injudicious choice of mates, late marriages due to ab-
sorption in business, and too rapid living were responsible
■■ ‘ . • ■ ■ ■ :..... ■ ’ 'for the declining birth rate. Of splendid physical consti­
tution and good mind, Eug&ne might have made a good father,
but he was too busy pursuing ambition to have any children;

■ '. . - : . ■. ■ . ■ - ■■■ .

Pascal, who was free of the family weakness and who had the
best mind of them all, had one child only, a posthumous one, 
when he was an old man; Hdlfene, also unaffected by the fam­
ily taint, a lovely and gracious lady, married a sickly 
husband and had only one child; Silv&re was shot, a martyrri.: ■ . ' . . , , . ' ' . . ' . ; ..: '
in his youth; and Jean's children were born so late that 
they grew up with the fifth generation.

Although Adelaide's neurosis had affected almost all 
of her descendants though in various ways, sometimes ad­
vantageously and more often disadvantage ously, and although
it had caused the death of her daughter Ursula and had re­
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: In all his dealings with the sex, he was balked only 
once. He fell In love with one of the shop-girls in his 
store, a girl named Denise, idealistic, honorable, and old- 
fashioned. Denise, so unlike the other shop-girls, spent 
most of her time and money on her two younger brothers to 
whom she acted as parent . So little did wealth mean to 
Denise that she was Indifferent to her employer’s power and 
money. She even failed to respond to the blandishments that 
were always successful with other girls.

At each failure to Interest Denise, Octave redoubled 
his efforts. He reformed his ways; he showed more consid­
eration to his employees; and finally in desperation ha 
offered marriage* With the lifting of the affair to an 
honorable plane, Denise, interested all along, consented to 
be his wife. It was the best bargain Octave ever drove. He 
secured for himself a good moral influence and for the 
Rougon-Macquart family a hope for the future.

Prom a sickly and inactive childhood. Serge, the second 
Mouret son, went into an ascetic existence at a seminary 
chosen to educate him for the priesthood. Here he became 
the ideal student, spending his time in study and religious 
contemplation, never joining the other students in raids on 
the pantry and other mischievous pranks. When he was re­
quired to read Pe rebus veneris ad uaum confessarlorum in 
preparation for his duties at the confessional, M s  soul 
trembled at the sins to which mankind is addicted. He him­
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self had never known temptation.
m e n  the time c a m  for the priests to he assigned to 

parishes. Serge requested Les Artauds, the poorest ehuroh 
available, while his classmates were maneuvering for wealthy 
ones. His choice placed him In a wild, rooky, unproductive 
part of the country among peasants who bad been inbred for 
generations and who had to struggle so hard to make a liv­
ing that they were hardly more than beasts.

For the normal man* life in Les Artauds would have 
been t^comf or table, but to Serge, insensible of his sur­
roundings, it offered no hardships. He did not know that 
the roof was falling In on M s  head nor that the floor rot­
ted beneath his feet. Absorbed in religious ecstasy, he
could not feel the hot desert sun on his neck nor the hard

*

rooks over which he walked. Forgetting his meals, ho spent 
hours on his knees before the shrine of the Virgin Mary, who 
symbolized to him all that was good and beautiful In religion.

A crisis In Sergeis life was brought on by an attack of 
brain fever, resulting from hours of devotion and complete 
negleot of M s  physical self. He was saved from death by 
the ministrations of M s  uncle and physician. Doctor Pascal, 
who sent him into the country to recuperate.

The Paradou, the name of the estate where Serge was 
sent, had once been the heme of a nobleman, who had long 
since moved away, leaving the place in charge of a care­
taker. The once fine house had fallen Into decay and the
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ter, faced with temptation; an ambitious man, excited by 

the prospect of power; an avaricious man, led on by vis.ions 

of wealth. In sueh situations., there is little chance for 

error on the part of the nove list. 

While the experimental method ean not be applied to 

fiction in the same way that 1t is applied to scientific 

subjects,,. Zola used .a good imitation of it in the Rougon­

Maequart novels. By approaching his s-ubject from a scien­

tific point of view,. by using the teachings or aclenee as 

.an aid t o procure accuracy, by coming into contact with 

people and environments so that he knew whereof he spoke ,. 

he i mparted to fiction a v igor and a robnstnesa which 

. should not be underestimated. According to the judgment 

ot: Havelock Ellis, nhe put out of court, perhaps forever, 

those novelists who work ·out of their vacuity, having 

neither inner nor outer world to tell of.n6 

6. Affirmations, p. 144. 
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