











































































































































































































the purity of the balletebox and the sacredness of a guarantee of all
rights to gll citizens, This idealistic thinking was rather common-
place and not original for meny other men were alsc looking forward
to finer and better thingse

tne of lLanierts most traditional or unprogressive views is his
concept of woman in societye He would like to keep woman on the
highest pedestal to be admired and reepected as in the days of
chivalry., Te felt that woman eould have more influence over the
affairs of the world by remaining at home than by going to the polls
to vote. In his Commencement Address he appesls to the young women
graduates to keep the home pure. In that way society would be in-
vulnersble to moral, political, social, and religious evils that ave
constantly lurking near, Ianier assured woman that the rejection of
woman suffrage was not preventing her influence in politics. Wer hidh
ideals could easily maintain lofty ideals in the government. Though
there were many advocates of woman suffrage by this time, lanier had
many men to agree with hin that woman's place was in the home.

lanjier preached throughout his 1ife and works a gospel of love.
ILove was the onre for all the evils that he recognized in his age.
He was an evangel with the message that affirmed the greatest needs
of the time--a message of faith and love. In "The Symphony" he pleads
for love saying,

| 'The time needs heart—!'tis tired of head.!

His philesophy of love that permeates his whole 1ife, his poetry and

even his eritical works, is given in his novel, Tige in one




sentence. In an essay on love lanier says, "I am confident that Love
is the only rope thrown out by Heaven to us who have fallen over-
board,"* Ianier wanted a love that understood tolerance and could
be a solution for all the problems of the individual and society.

It was this faith in love that kept lanier from being bitter in
his protests. e tried to see 1life steadily and wholes He met life
bravely with cheerful optimism, Practicslly all of his poems are
optimistic in tone, his essays and lectures were always hopefuls
The closing lines of "Corn", “The Symphony”, and "Strange Jokes”
show his hopeful attitude, Ue encouraged the South to face the
future with trust and courages

It wes this philesophy of love that urged Lanier to plead for
reconciliation between the North and the Souths In his Confederate
wemorial Address he implores the people to allow peace and harmony
to rule. fis Centennial ode, "The Psalm of the VWest", and the
Centennial Cantata were eppeals to the people to keep owr country
as great as 1t had been in the pasts This could be done by abolishe
ing sectionalism and by creating the spirit of unity. Ieanier e
pressed strong falth in the Unlon and pleaded for a national spirit
at a time when it was easier for prejudice and bitter hate to prevail,

The writer believes thet lanier was truly Ameriecan in thought
andmﬂiwtothsgﬁblmcfhisage,cmm,mdm He was
a hmanitarian who was vitally concerned for the perscnal and
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spiritual welfare of his fellow citizens, He was not a great and
original social thinker eand had little influence on his coumtry.
Though meny of his idees were true, they were trite snd commonplece,
ana did little Vo improve ths conditions. Lanier's emphasis on love
end good feeling is of inﬁu'eat today for the country needs the message
of en evengel who, like Lanier, has a deep compassion for fellowmen
and will proclaim & gospel of leve. Great es was his philosophy of
love and humenitarinism Lenier's fame rests upon his spiritual
messege and lyricel qualities as a poet rather than upon his social

thinking.
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