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THE HISTURY GF CGUOLIDGE

AND VICINITY



CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

Coolidge, Arizona, is a relatively small community in
the south-central section of the state. It 1s located on
the maln line of the Southern Pacific Railroad, on a wmain
transcontinental highway, state route 87, and 1s midway be-
tween Phoenlx and Tucson, the two largest cities of the
state.

The history of Coolidge 1s usually thought to cover
only a cﬁntemporary period, while actually 1t extends back
much further, belng definitely entwined in the history of
one of the oldest ruins in Arizona, namely, the "Casa
Grande." For it is this ancient structure that looms up
as a landmark in early southwestern history. Even today
many of its secrets remain unknown and await the hends of
archaeologists. Such men as James Fewkes, Andrew Douglass,
and Harold Gladwin have solved part of the riddle and it
1s upon their work that some of the following history is
based. For this purpose indication will merely be made of
what manner of men occupied the scene before Coolidge
grrived.

Archaeologists have tentatively estimated, through



the processes of dendrochronology,l pot tery stratification,
and general assumptions, that the Hohokams may have re-
slded in this area from as early as 300 B.C. to approxi-
mately 1450 A.D.2 1In the light of the various objects found
at Cesa Grande, the inhabltants of the prehistoric settle-
ment may be considered as people of the Stone Age.3 It

has been further estimated that around 1300 the Saladons, a
group of Indiens from the east and northeast, Joined the

Hohokams and brought with them the idee of a high house.%

1
Lockwood, F. C., Ploneer Days in Arizona, 7.
This sclentific feat was accomplished by means

of a calendar of the remote past, made from a
series of tree rings extending over a period of
2000 years, that Dr. Andrew E. Douglass, of the
University of Arizona, has constructed. By taking
Innumerable borings from trees and studying the
rings with reference to climate, Dr. Douglass has
been able to determine the exact year at which a
given tree ring was formed. Reading the tree
rings by means of borings taken from beams found
in various prehistoriec villages, he has provided
an exact record of the year that a particular plece
of timber was cut.

Through various theories archaeologists have
alsc figured out a way of pottery stratification.
Then by re-checking they have found that these two
o theorles tie together.

Pinckley, F., Perscnal Interview, Janmuary 6, 1940.
3

Fewkes, J. W., Excavations at Casa Grande, Arigzona,
. Bureau of American kthnology, 28th Annual Report, 156.

Pinckley, F., loc. cit.




So it has been surmised that the "Great House" was buillt
between 1300 and 1325 A.D.° The trash mounds indicate
that the Saladons and the Hohokams lived side by side
until about 1450, when all pottery stops abruptly; and it
1s belleved that both groups left this ares, possibly
golng southward and eastwaerd for a place where later simi-
lar evidences have been found.® Why they left 1s unknown,
desplite the many theorles that have been suggested.
Fewkes's and Gladwin's excavations both show that as early
as the beginning of the Christian era canals were bullt, |
and even today such evidences can be noticed. The pleces
of pottery found in the dltch excavations give evidence

as to time.

It is interesting to note that irrigated agriculture
was the chief industry of these early tribes, for this
gives the people of mocdern Coolidge a chief industry that
15 common with thet of thelr predecessors.’

The period from 1450 to 1694 appears to be unaccount-
able, for even the Pima and Papago Indians that Spanish

5
Gladwin, H. S., Excavations at Casa Grande, Arizona.

6

Steen, C. R., Polychrcme pottery starts about 1300 and
lays slde by slde with the red-on-buff. Polychrome
is the characteristic pottery of the Saladons while

. red-on-buff 1s that of the Hohokams.

The cultural center at that time was one mile north of
i1ts present location, and the Coolidge site of today
may then have been used for agricultural purposes..



explorers met knew nothing of the early inhabitants of the
Casa Grande. |

The first white wan known to visit Casa Grande was
the intrepid.Jesuit Father Ekusebio Francisco Kinoc. In
November 1694, Kino found Casa Grande to be as reported by
the Indians.s Three years later, Kino, accompanied by
Kange,g again’visited the Casa Grande, and Mange wrote a
full aceount of 1t.lo Other Spanish military men and
missionaries frequently came here and have left accounts
of their visits,d

The first Anglo-American visitors to the Gila-Salt
River Basin appear to have been trappers, who found beaver
fairly abundant, especlally on the river and its tribu-
taries.’® 1In 1826 James O. Pattle and his son were 1& the

neighborhood of Casa Grasnde, and Pauline Weaver, a trapper,

1s sald to have inscribed his name on its walls in

8

Bolton, He E., EKlno's Historical MNemoirs of Pimeria.Alta,
127“129.

9

Mange, Juan kKatheo, or lanj)e was a Spenish militaryman
o sent along to protect the Kino entourags.
1 .

11Bolton,,H.vE., Rim of Christendom, 37C,

Font, Pedro; Anza, Col. Juan Bautista de.

12 .

The Gila and Salt Rivers start in the mountains of -
south-central Arlzona, and join near the city of
Phoenlix. The area around and between the rivers
is described as the basin.



1832,13

One of the most renowned of all the pathfinders
and explorers of the West, Kit Carson, led a party of
Americans from lew Mexico to California in 1829—50. It
may be safe to say that every traveler who rested a time
at or near the neighboring village of Blackwater visited
Casa Grande. These earlier visitors left only meager
records referring to the ruins. The most important accounts
of Casa Grande in the middle of the nineteenth century are
found in the official reports of the expedition to Cali-
fornia led by General Stephen Watts Kearny in 1846, at
the time of fhe Mexican War,l4

Other travelers frequently stopped in and often aide&
the rapld deterioration of the building. Eventually the
United. States Government became interested in the ruins
and in 1891 proclaimed it a government roservation.l®
_Today. it stands as & reminder of the people of an ancient

civilization, who tilled the soll es the residents of

modern Coolidge now do.

']'3 ) .
Pattie, J. 0., Personal Narrative, in Thwaltes, R. G.,
arly Westorn Travels, XVIII, 119; Woodward, A.,
"Pau{ine.WBaver,of the Restless Feet,” The Desert
Kapgazine, March 1938, 4-6.

~

14 .
Gibson, Ge Re, Journal of a Soldier Under Kearny and

Doniphan, 1n Bleber, R, P., Southwest Historical
Series, Vol. III.

15
25 Stat. L. 961.



‘Up until the middle of the nineteenth century there
had been no agr;cultural or irrigational developments in
this region by white people. The first attempt at any
small scale irrigation in the Gila Valley was made under
the direction of Amle W, White, who, in 1864, while acting
a8 Indian Agent and trader on the Gila Rlver Reservation,
took up land in the vicinity of Adamsville and sent Nexi-
cans to construct the first ditch. This early irrigation
was carried on chlefly by digging small canals directly
from the river.

Within a few years after such swall scale diversions
by white settlers the two earliest settlements ih this
vicinity were founded. These were Adamsville and Florence.
Without these two villages pioneering in the utilization
of the waters of the Gila it is doubtful if Coolidge and
its history would exist. Then toco, settlers in this area
would have been much more scarce had not the proximity of
these two towns offered support and enthusiésm.

Both of these cities appeared about the same time
after the Civil War, when advesture and masking a liveli-
hood again occupied the Americean mind. Because Adaﬁsville
1s today a "ghost town" it is mentioned first. The
Arizona Mlner of 1871 said that,

' At a spot in the valley of the Gila,

sltuated between Florence and Sscaton, some
five years since, a ploneer named Charles



Adauws located & plece of ground, erected a

shanty, and proceeded to divest his property

of the offensive shrubbery, preparatory to the

sowing of a crop of grailn. The location was _

in the midst of a large tract of land, and soon -

& thriving settlement sprang up, in the center

of which ¥r. Adams remained. At the solici-

tation of his neighbors he laid out a townsite

on his property, gave lots to all who wished

to build, and with one accord the whole com-

munity agreed that the town should be named

Adamsville.16
This site 1s significant in early history, for here was
the first modern flour mill created in the territory.l?

The history of Florence 1s important for its part in
the organizations that made it possible to provide this
locality with water. Therefore only brief mention will
now be made of its political history, while the water
development will be treated in more detall later, for it
is this thet made Coolldge.

The first house, an adobe structure, was erected in
Florence in 1866.18 Whether Charles G. Mason or Kr. Chase
was the first settler'seems to be a matter of disputs.
Regardless of who the first settler was, a ¥r. Levi Ruggles

actually began survejing and laying off part of the Chase

16

17Farish, Te E., History of Arizona, VI, 46-7.
Ibid., 48.

18

CGressinger, A., Unpublished History of Florence, ¥S.



renchh Into town lots in about 1868.19

A patent to thol
townsite was grented directly to the occupants of the land
1n 1882.%0 e town of Tlorence was located about half a
‘mile from tho Gila River and was 1n the center of a very
rich agricultural country, which, like the Salt River
Valley, would grow almost anything with irrigation.zl

Thé beginning of»irrlgationiln this area by the
people of Adamsville and'Florence showed the potentlali-
tles of the surroundings. The p90plé were quick to see
that with suffielent water unlimited development was
posslble. Uater then was and still is the problem.

So {rom the mlddle of the 18603; when modernwirri—
getion first appeared here, until the development was
climaxed by ﬁhe completed Coolidge Dam and the San Cerlos
Irrigation Project in 1930, there exlsted & continuous
strugpgle for new plans and organizations to atteﬁpt to
supply water. Because of the fact that without this
irrigational evolution this area would probably be un;

populated and barren, an extensive history of the

development seems necessary and proper.

19

Gressinger, A., op. cit.; Farish, T. F., op. cit., 51.
20 : : '

Ibid.

21

Ferish, T. T., op. cit., VI, 57.



CHAPTER II
PIONEERING

Almost every community has some basis for 1its
existence, and so it is with Coolidge, Arizona. The fect
that 1t 1s one of the youngest towns in the state makes
one wonder, even more, why it was founded. For it is
realized in these modern times that the spirit of adven-
ture is only evident when 1t is seen that the end will
justify the time and effort spent. Therefore, going
back to the subject of irrigation, and with its complement;
namely, agriculture, the reason for the exlstence of
Coolidge becomes clearly evident.

As was previously stated this subject has an earl&
history for the ;ocality. Even in the early nineteenth
century the use of the ancient canals was sufficient to
satisfy the desires of the early ploneers. However, with
the end of the Civil War the augmented desire for land
and livelihood plus the more modern methods of production
taxed the availeble facilities beﬁond their capacity.
This left only the avenue of expansion, and, later,
modernlization to alleviate the shortage. Consequently,
there existed much strife and turmoil over organization

and administration of the water supply. Herein lies a
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wealth of color, including the sacrificed lives that were
then thoughf necessary to justify the right. But for this
story a surmary of the modern irrigation developments will
suffice.? The reason for this summary is twofold: First,
as was already mentioned, irrigation 1s the basis for the
existence of Coolidge; and second, the number of people
employed by the Irrigation and Indian‘Serviceé make these
two organizations vital factors in Coolldge Industry.

Of utmost izportance in the consideration . of the
irrigetion developments are the factors that today con-
stitute the Sen Cerlos Project. The most important of
these factors is the Glla River. The river rises in the
mountains of east-central Arizona and western New Mexico,
and, winding its way westward down the mountains, reaches
& vast lowlend, comprising over 100,000 acres, which is
known as the Gila Valley. Approximately fifty miles west
" and north froum the valley the Gila joins with the Selt
River to flow on into the Colorado River and finally the
Gulf of Californie. ‘ .

The Gila Valley includes the cities of Tlorence,
Coolidge, Casa Grande, and the Secaton Indian Reservation,

with Coolidge occupying the hub position.

1

Towards the end, to summarize, and to secure a techni-
cally correct interpretation of the developments, the
records of the San Cerlos Irrigation Office have been
used as a basis unless otherwise stated.



The arrangement of these cities in proximity to the
river is as follows: The city of Tlorence is located
along the Gila, about 15 mlles south and west of the point
where the river emerges from the mountains; old Ademsville
is down the river about five wmiles from Florence; and
Coolidge 18 down about five more miles but slightly south
and off the river. There are 8lso three other develop-
ments: the Plcacho Reserveoir, Casa Grande, and the
Sacaton Reservation. The Picacho Reservoir, (almost -

ifteen miles south of the city of Florence) is & lowland
used for the purpose of holding flood water for the Casa
Grande region, which is roughly five miles directly west
of the reservoir. Casa Grande, the 1lrrigated area furthest
removed from the Gille River, is about twenty-two miles
west end south of ‘the river at Coolidge. The last irri-
gcated area of the valley is the Sacaton Reservation
located about fifteen miles west alcng the river from
Coolidge. In other words, as one ccmes down the river,
the towns wmet, in order, wculd be: Florence, Adamsville,
Coolidge, and the Sacaton Reservation, with Casa Grande
twentyutwo-ﬁiles west and south of the river on & parallel
with Coollidge.

Shortly after the whites had constructed the first
diteh near Adamsville, other small ditches were excavated

on both sides of the river and gradual agricultural
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'devo}opment of the Valley took plasce. The pioneering
movement was very slow; in fact, up to 1887 there was
only 12 ditches in more or less successful operation in
the Florence district, and these capable of irrigating
only about 6,000 acres. The chlef Iinterests of the early
"ploneers were the mlning.area east of Florence and the
‘Butterfield Stage, which served as thelr only weans of.
contact wlth the rest of the country. Untll the time of
the railroads (1879) the stage route, because of water
necessity, traversed thls region and thereby served the
countryside.

Little attention was paid to this lmmediate vicinity
‘except that it was later crossed by freighters traveling
between the Southern Paciflic Rallrcad at Casa CGrande and

.the Florence and Globe mining districts.Z

These freighters
were large wagons, drawn.by eight or ten mules, that
carried supplies one way and ore the other between the
. closest point on the railrced, which was Casa Grande, and
the mines,

The Casa Grende Ruins attracted some visitors but
they soldom realized the potentialities of the'surrounding‘
lend. The genersl area was all part of the Fublic Domain

and was patented or homesteaded quite slowly,'and then only

2

Stewart, Dougal, Personal Interview, April 16, 1940.
Graham, Bob, Personal Interview, lay 6, 1940.
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if the person foresaw some way of securing waté}; for the
aridity of the soil made dry farming lmpossible.

A few settlers close to the Gila River were partially
successful in raising croﬁa such a8 wheat, barley, corn,
and alfelfa. Some of the people were of the opinicn that
& large canal should be bullt that would begin where the
river emerged frow the mountains, extend to the city of
Florence, go due west and south, make water avallable to
the ruins vicinity, run to the Picacho Reservoir, and from
'here branch off intc the Casa Grande region. Plans were
soon under-way to lncorporate into a company to facilitate
this work. Then on October 3, 1885, one William S. Fore-.
man wade & flling in which he claimed to eppropriate |
100,000 miner's inches® of water from the Gila River.

This filing was grented to Ida 1. Hurley on Karch 8, 1886.
Hrs. Hurley and .Doctor urley had recently arrlvéd from
San Bernardino, Californis, to speculate in land. That
samo day, Merch 8, 18¢6, Dr. Jemes Hurley, David Thomas,
and George brown file&.papers'to 1ncor§orﬁte into the
TFlorence Canai and Lend Company.4 Alﬁhough this company
wa s reorganized a number of times the canal was finally

constructed as formerly planned and, when coupleted, was

3

One miner's inch 1s equal to 1.2 cubic feet per minute.-

office of Pinal County Recorder, rile No. 5, Articles
of Incorporaticn.
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sbout fifty miles in length. Approximately sixteen miles
of this distance was completed in 1887, while the remaining
portion of the ditch was not constructed until 1889 and
1860. By 1887 then, the canal extended to the area soon
to be known-as Kennilworth and tc the general vicinity of
Coolidge.5 o

Any project of this type, which hed the poscsibility
of reclaiming part of the desert naturally arocused nmuch
interest. Thus, there occurred a greduel 'infiltration of
adventurous men who visioned secret ambitions. Besides -
this, a few men of the locelity became concerned and so
picked out fertile areas that were to be watered by this
project. One of these lccatlons was a level diatrict'
about one mile east of the present site of Coolidgevwhich
became known'as Kennllworth. v

- Referring to Kennilworth, Judge Richard E. Sloan
best tells 6f its inception in his own words:
About the time I settled in Florence

(1886), a company was organized to construct

an irrigation canal from the Gila River that

should irrigate a considerable area of land

lying southwest of Florence. Iumediately all

the public lands within the flow of the canal

were filed upon by numerous entrymen under

what 1s known as the Desert Land Act. I
flled upon a very desirable section not far

5
Infra., 42.
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from Casa Grande Ruins and next to a section filed
upon by Thomas Davis, an acquaintance of some
year's standing whose hcme was at the time in San
Francisco.

Vhen the canal was ready to deliver water to
- our lands, Davis and I concluded to combine our
holdings and then operate the whole as one ranch
under his management. The arrangement was made,
and additional land was acquired and taken into
the enterprise.

It was our plan that the land would be suf-
ficlently improved by us to attract purchasers who
should desire to farm 1t, and to that end we laid
out a modest scheme of development. Davis was an
Englishman by birth, having been born within a few
miles of the o0ld castle made famous by Sir Walter

~ Scott, and on . his suggestion we named the ranch
Kennilworth. Before we fully realized what had
happened, we found we had departed from our original
intention and were engaged in an elaborate scheme
of improvement. We had cleared, leveled, fenced,
and ditched the more than 1700 acres which composed
the ranch and had planted an orchard and vineyard,
built barns, corrals, und a commodious dwelling
house, as well as quarters for employees. To put
through this project, we had not only spent our
own money but in additlion had borrowed a very con-
8lderable amount. It had become one of the show
places of the Southwest and was without doubt one
of the most beautiful places of its kind in the
Territory. If any profit had come from the venture
it would not have been so bad, but looking back I
see now that the ranch was operated altogether too
much like a gentleman's farm to admlt of any ‘such
results.b ,

Sloan and Davis filed when the canal reached this
fertlle area., At this time, many others, independently of.
Sloan and Davis, also filed plats beceuse of the arrival

of the canal. It was not long until this vieinity was well

6

Sloan, Re E., Memories of an Arizona Judge, 65-66.
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populated and became recognized as the Kennilworth District.
' Another of the important early land holders was Doctor

Furley, who along with his wife, Ida Hurley, took out a
number of land claims.’ He was one of the original owners
of the old canal snd so became interested in this new
watered area. Consequently, he filed on six hundred and
forty acres in the area then about to become known as the
Kennilworth District. Bob Graham, who did some work for
the Hurleys, believes this was the first land cultivated
in the area (1889), even preceding that of Judge Sloan
in 1890. The doctor's wife took out at least four hundred
and eighty acres of what today is known as the Baughn
Townsite, North Coolidge, and 0l1d Coolidge. Ida Hurley
had three hundred and twenty acres of this cleared in 1890
and expected to raise some crops on it, but the'drought
of 1893 made 1t impossible. |

Another part of Coolidge, namely, the vicinity of the
Allen Townsite, was patented by Will Greham in 1891. He
farmed only & small amount because the canal was not well
enough developed so far from the wain channel to bring
sufficient water.

The last two townsites of what today 1s Coolidge also
had early histories. 1In the Seégoe AdditionVCaptain Jo D,

7
Graham, Bo’ OE. cit.



Keatlng patented three hundred and twenty acres in 1890;
and then in 1896 he patented the one hundred and slxﬁy
acres today compris;ng West Goolidge.8

" With the increasing population in this newly watered
area there arose a demand for public education of the
settlers! children. Being a public spirited citizen, Len
Graham donated part of his claim of 1891 to the newly
formed Kennilworth School District Number Six in 1895.°
The school building was of adobe, the enrollment was about
twénty pupils, and it 1s said that a Prank Carpenter was

the first teacher.lo

Carpenter was ons of the family of
Oliver H. Cerpenter, who in the early 1890's settled on
the land directly across from the school.li

As far as getting results from the land were con-
cerned the settlers here raised such crops as alfalfa,
barley, almonds, wheat, and grspes. The last were raised
.only during seasons of sufficient water supply, while
during drought pericds little or nothing was raised. In
fact, when a drought seemed to be nearing, many of the

peocple left the valley for a few years. ' Then with in-

dications of the return of adequate rainfall a few old

" Y

8 y
Surety Title and Trust Company, Record of Titles.
9

1OOffice of County Superintendent of Schools, Records.

Graham, B., 02. cit.
11 -

Ibid., May 6, 1940,
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settlers returned, accompanied by new settlers who elther
seized relinquishments or secured patents on the public
domain, , A

While most of these settlers were struggling to gain
a foothold there developed a certain amount of uneasiness
in their manner. As is frequent in frontlier and adventu-
rous develcpments there usually exists among some group
the desire to galn quick wealth. Therefore, it is not
strange that in the history of this reglon,one:or the
}greateat swindles ever attempted is encountered. This
hoax came to light when James A. Reavis claimed to be in
possession of the title to & grant of land consisting of
5,000 square miles, generally sald to inelude the Gila
and Salt River valleys and the upper Gils mining region.12
Reavis attempted to prove that he had purchased the title
from George M. Willing, who in turn had secured ownership
from Miguel Peralta (in 1864), who supposedly inherited
the grant from his father, Don Niguel de Peralta de . Cordoba.
The latter 1s sald to have been granted this land by King
Ferdinand of Spain in 1758 as a reward for noble work in
behalf of the crown. Evidently James Reavis had spent a

considerable number of years visiting Kadrid, Mexico City

12

Johnson, R. A., Adverse Report of the Surve%or General
of Arizona upon ) eged Peralta (Grant. :
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and Guadala jara, where he secured and replaced papers that
would make his claim appear wvalid. Thia elaborate scheme
leads one to believe that Reavis undoubtedly had ac-
complices in various key offices. ' - P .
The cleim first became public about 1882 and did-
cause considerable anxiety among the people of the dis-
puted region for fear that they would lose their holdings.
In fact Reavis was successful in extorting large sums of ‘
money from individual landowners in both the Salt and Gila
valleys, and from owners of mining claims, who gladly paid
if he would promise to overlook their holdings. This
practice went on for a number of years while the Surveyor
General of Arigona Territory was investigating the claim.
Apparently Reavis became frightened as to the valid-
1ty of certain of his documents and attempted to strengthen
his claim by marrying a girl sald to be the great grand-
daughter, and the only.living helr, of the old Don Kiguel
de Peralta de Cordoba. Instead of strengthening this no
doubt weakened his claim in the eyes of the investigators, -
for this second claim actually exposed the first, because
in the first claim Reavis based his title on the: inherit-
ance of the son Don Miguel and now in the second thié
great granddaughter was supposed to inherit it. Actually
thqre were so many proofs of fraud and forgery that after

the United States Court of Private Land Cleims had tried
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the case, the entire claim was thrown out of court and
Reavis was lmprlsoned for six yeara.l3 After his release
from prison he wrote a ccmplete confession of his guilt.

Beslides thls attempted swindle and the desirous »
effort of the farmers, there were personalities that added
much to the local color. For example, there lived east
of the ruins and near the river, in the 1690's, a lr.
Balluau, whose quaint ways made him a subject of 1nterest.14
It 1s sald that he wes a man of small stature with a some-
what unusual appearance. This immedlately caught one's
eye for the plucked eyebrows and whiakera wWere & rare
spectacle. Then too, 1in tending his cattle Balluau always
rode a jackass, and if the sun shone too brightly he had
& parasol to protect himself. |

Around 1900 there moved into the vicinity of the
rulns a man who had gained wide fame for his preeminence
in military tactics. This was Colonel Ord, fér the im-
medlate preceding years én instructor in one of 0ld
Mexico's Military Schools, and before that one of the
Southwest's heroes of the Civil War.1® He was highly'es-

teemed by local pioneers, each one of whom felt a tinge

13

Johnson, R. A., Ops cit.
14

Pinckley, Feo, Personal Interview January 15 1540;
Graham, B., op. cit.
15

Angulo, Mrs., Personal Interview, lay 4, 1940,
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of pity for the old Colonel; for 1t 1s sald he came here
to provide a quiet place for hls nephew who was afflicted
wlth a mental disorder.

Perhaps the best known and loved of all the picneers
in this . vicinity was Frank Pinckley. He came here from

tﬁe east in 1900 and for some time resided with his

| parents, who ran the Blackwater store during the 1900's. 16
Pinckley became qulite well acquainted and was fortunate
in having some connection in the Federal Land Office 1n
Phoenlx. Thus when the.United States Government, in 1901,
saw fit to appoint a custedian for the ruins, Pinckley
wa s recpmménded and secured the position. Towards the
end of perpetuating and organizing the Southwest's anclent
mohuments he worked incessantly. Consequently, when he
.dled, in February of 1940, his dream had been reallzed
and twenty-seven of the Southwest's most interesting monu-
ments had become nationallzed as the Southwest National
¥onuments of the United States Department of Interior,
with headquarters at the Cass Grande ruins, and with
Pinckley in charge of the entire group.17

The struggle of these early pioneers was reflected

16
The Blackwater store is located a few miles northwest

of Coolldge, and was being used as early as the

17 1860's for & stage stop and trading post. .

Steen, C. R., Personal Interview, May 25, 1940;
Pinckley, F., Op. cit.



23

in .the drought of 1903. This was the outstanding event
of the early 1900's, As was before mentioned, whenever
a drought occurred most of the settlers took their
chattel possessions and left. Often they returned in a
few years and usually found that a few newcomers had
appeared during that time. To mention a few of the well
known families of that time there were the Carpenters,
the Whitlows, and the Van Dolsens, the last being re-
membered for their fine vineyard. |

The fact that these early settlers were successful
in ralsing a variety of crops when their limited arti- -
flcial supply of water warranted mean't that a2 ray of
hope existed for thls'barren desert. The persistency of
these settlers frequently waned as they saw their efforts
go unrewarded because thelr small scale irrigation system
proved inadequate. The settlers, however, were not alone
in their plight for the Indians of the Sacaton Reservation
woere also suffering. It wes in the latter's behalf that
the United States Government became interested in the

region, and eventually was to provide a remedy.



CHAPTER III
SLOW GROWTH AND GOVERNMENT INTEREST

In conjunction with this rather gradual irrigationsal
and pioneering development there occurred an increasing
amount of interest by the United States Government con-
cerning this locality. The most important reason for
this governméntal Interest, which finelly ended in the
San Cerlos Project, was that the Indians of the Gila River
- Reservatlon, centering at Sacaton, had been and were being
deprived of their customary supply of water to a point
where 1t became extremely difficult to make a 1iving.
Whether or not this factof was really so important is not
known, but at least it was the argument that started the
United States Government to make innumerable investigations
and pass a number of acts that finally led to the present
project. An example of this can be found in Carl Hayden's
report to the sixty-eighth Congress.1

The diversion of water above the Glla Reservation,
by white se‘qtiers‘, started in 1873, and by 1896 had de-

prived the Pimas of much of their customary supply of

Hayden, C., The Pima Indians and the San Carlos Irrige-
tion Project, Information presented to the Committee
on Indlan Affalrs, House  of Representatives, 68th
Congress, Sess. I, (1924).
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water for irrigation. To correct this ovil, investigatlons
were started for storage possibilities on the Cils River.
In November, 1895, the Secrstary of the Interior instructed
the Director of Geological Survey to conduct an investi-
gation. Arthur P. Davis, hydrographer, who was asslgned
to this work, submitted his report in 1896.%

In furtherance of this investigavion, the Act of
July 1, 1898,% appropriated $20,000 for invostigation
by the Geological Survey at the Duttes Site.% Other in-
vestigations and surveys followed during later yearse.

As long as the government had made no opon decla-
rations on their policy or any of thelr work the people
were sabisfied to continue thelr gamble on a sufficlent
supply of water as supplied by the 0Old ¥lorencs Canal.
Due to the fact of -a scanty water supply the population
grew slowly. Even at that, however, therc were enough
people to demand another school {or the region. This

became known as the Casa Grande Ruins School, the {irst

2
Davis, A. P.,, The Report on Irrigabtlion Investigatlons
for the Beneflt of the Plma and Other Indians on the
Gila River Reseorvetion, Arizona, Senate Document 27,
54th Congress, 2nd Sess. (1897).

3
30 Stat. L. 594.
4 .
This site i1s located about six miles above the Florence
Diversion Dem and just below the entrance of the San

Pedro River. Tcday it is being considered as the
site of another dam.
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officlal record of which appeared in 1911.° Then, too,
a branch rallread line had'recéntly been completed from
Phoenix to the Florence and Ray mining districts.® The.
first local communication was through the utilization of
the Cld Silver King to Casa Crande telegraph system as &
telephcne line by a number of the local settlers.7

The one drawback to any repid growth ﬁas the lack of
water. - The accumulation of silt in the 0ld Florence Canal
from the flood waters of the Gila and San Pedro rivers
made maintenance extremely expensive, reducing the ca-
pacity of the canal and making it impossible to serve
adequately all the lands dependent upon the ditch. FEesides
this there existed a number of personal grievances. Finally
after much discussion, & number of settlers organized into
the Casa Grande Water User's Association for theipurpose
of opening’a new and larger caﬁal. This group organized
on April 8, 1911, and planned to run a much larger canal
almost parallel with the 0ld Florence Canal. Thelr aim
was:to provide much more water for the valley, particular-
ly around Casa Grande, at a more reasonable rate.

Although there was considerable disagreement between

the two companles, the latter did locate its diversion

5 :

Office of County Superintendent of Schools, Records.
6
. Stewart, D., op. eit.

Pinckley, Y., Op. clt., January 20, 1940.
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point just above the Florence Canal, and began construc-
tion on & learge scele in April, 1912. Due to various
reasons, among which was the lack of funds, they were
forced to abandon the work on July 1, 1915, after par-
tlally constructing twelve of the twenty-two miles of
cenal. The Indlan Service surveyed this canal in 1917
and the government took it over under an agreement dated
¥arch 16, 1920, between the Casa Grande Valley Water User's
Assoclation and the Secretary of the Interior and pald
ﬁhe‘aasociatlon $50,000 for the work that had been com-
pleted.

With the possibility of more water furnished by a
new canel the population surged slightly upward. The
deslre to farm prompted scme settlers to purchase or
patent new land. Scme of those families, whose places
'today remaln as laendmarks, were the Jimmy Jayneses,. the
Prices, the Shlelds, the Clemenses, the Shannons, and the
Borees.8

Then, too, there came to Florence, in 1909, a person
who was destined to play & large part in the development
of this area. This man was>011ver J« Baughn, Superior
Judge of Pinal County ffom 1914 to Jenuary 1, 1924.

Before golng on it will be well to recapitulate a

8
Jaynes, J., Personal Interview, April 18, 1940.
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moment, for the time had now arrived indicating that two
ma jJor events were scon to take shape which greatly
accounted for the development of Coolidge.- Of course it
should be bofne in mind that the World Wer postponed any
lmmedlate plans for at least a few years. Nevertheless,
preparation was being mede for these events.

In the first place, since about 1895 a series of in-
vestigations, acts, and bills had been passed by Congress
concerning the Gila River and the Pima Indians. 1In 1895,
as mentioned above, the Secretary of Interior instructed
the Director of the Geological Survey to conduct aﬁ in-
vestigation for storage possibilities on the Gila River.
This report was entitled, "The Report on Irrigation In-
vestlgations for the Beneflt of the Pimas and other
Iniians on the Gila River Indian Reservation, Arizcna."9
From then on, every few years, more Investigations were
carried on to deterﬁine the feasibllity of a atorage dam
to provide the Iﬁdlans with water. The entire mcvement

" was stalemated in 1905 when the Salt River Project went
through in spite of the Gila River investigations.

The Act of August 24, 1912,10 provided for investi-
gation by a board of Army engineers of the feasibility of

9 )
Sugra. 25.
10 ’

37 Stat. L. 522.
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building a storage dam on the Gila River near .San Carlos.
Thelr report considered the whole question of storage; |
dlversion, and distribution, with & surmery of all prior
Investigations of the San Carlos Project, énd recormmended
briefly that the San Carlos dam be built; that a sult be
instituted for the adjudicétion of water rights; that
steps be taken to prevent the acquirement éf furthér
rights; and that in case the San Carlcs dam was not built,
& divercion dam be built in the reservation.ll
On August 1, 1914, another act was passed thatrpro-
vided for an even more elaborate 1nvest1gation.12 The
report15 included a topographic survey of all lands
which would possibly be irrigated along the Gila. An
estimate of the amount of water available and of the cost
of the project was also prepared. The report recommended
that constfuction of the San Carlos dam be deferred; that
the ?lorencevand Secaton diversion dams be constructed;
that title to the San Carlos and other reservoir sites be

retalned by the United States; that investigations to

11 '
Langfitt W. C., McKinstry, C. H., Burgess, H., San

Carlos Irrigation Project, Arizona, House Document
791 63rd Congress, 2nd Sess., (1914).

38 Stat. L., 937.

12

13 :
Olberg, C. R., Report on the San Carlos Irrigation
Pro ject, Hearings before the Committee on iIndian

Lffalrs, Hcuse of Representatives, €66th Congress,
lst Sess., (1919).




30

determine the effect of the irrigation above the San Carlos
reservoir upon the flow of the Gila River be continued; and
that $1,361,177 be appropriated for the construction of the
diversion dams and main canals. |

The Act of May 18, 1916,2% was the beginning of the
Florence-Casa Grande Prgject. By the terms of this Act
$75,000 was appropriated to begin the construction of the
Sacaton diversion dem and bridge. An additional {75,000
was appropriated for the Florence diversion dam. The Act
further provided that the waters diverted from the Gila
River should be distributed by the Secretary of Interior
" to the Indlans and to privately owned lands in accordance
with their respective rights and that the project ‘should
not be undertaken until the Secretary should be able to
make the adjustments of water rights and lands to be in-
cluded within the project. Also, the Secretary was to
purchase the necessary property rights and declare the
project feasible. Land Owners' agreements were signed,
and on April 22, 1920, the Secretary of Interlor desig-
nated 27,000 acres of land possessed by whitea to be in-
cluded 1n the project. Under suthority granted by the Act,
'the Secretary included 35,000 acres of Indisn lend in the

project.

14
39 Stat. L. 130,
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The World War delayed the beginning of construetion
of the Tlorence Diversion Dam and it was not completed
untll 1922.;5 The Sacaton Diversion Dam was started in
May, 1922, and completed in June, 1925.16

The second event, of which very few people were aware,
was the possibility and probabllity of this locality being
crossed by a railroad line from Tucson to Phoenix. It is
sald that the railroad company had, arcund 1920, made at
least two reconnaissance surveys, both near this vicini-
ty.17

Three men merit recognition for their foresighted-

ness and initigtive»in the development of Coollidge, they
were Richard J. Jones, Clement Seagoe, and Oliver J.
Baughn. In 1919 Jones and Baughn secured opposite quarters
of the same aectibn of land on which the originel Coolidge
site 'was'platted.la In 1920 Clement Seagoe made a desal
with . A. Rbae.for one hundred and sixty acres of land

bordering and extending south of the Florence-Casa Grande:

15

1 Infra., 40; (also called Ashurst-Hayden Dam).
g ——"

Infrac » 43,
17

Baughn, O. J., Personal Interview, May 4, 1940,
18 '

Surety Title and Trust Company, Record of Titles.
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highwny.lg It is upon this Seagoe land that the oldest
house in Cocllidge stands, supposedly having been built by
& Kr., Gilbert who claimed the land before F. A. Foase trans-
ferred it to Clement Seagoe.20 |

In spite of the potentiallties, of which no one was
sure, the fact remalins that in 1919 the land was of little
velue. Attempts to ralse crops cn it proved almost hope-
less, for the supply of water was 1nqufficient._

Richard J. Jones at this time (1919) was in business
in Phoenix. Clement Seagoe resided here and dld some
farming. Oliver J. Baughn was Superior Court Judge of
Pinal County, and so watched carefully and with special
interest all developments which might aid this locality.

The {irst movements of consequence were the afore-
menticned ascts, by the government, regarding the Gila River.
Hanée, 1t was only natural that the people in the Gila
River Valley would become aroused once they were shown 1its
pocecibilities. This remained for Cliver Baughn to do. In
1919 he organized the San Carlos Assoclation, was elected
chalirman, and immediately started action with congressional’
pressure. One of thelr first steps was to call a meeting

of 4,000 lendowners, each of whom donated fifty cents per

i9

Surety Title and Trust Company, Record of Titles.
20

Seagce, ¥rs. C., Perscnal Interview, March 29, 1940.
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acre to fipght for the dem.2l This pressure constently
grew and no doubt was one of the factora that led to the
San Carlos Act of 1924 and the completed Coolidge Dam
of 1929.%2

The second movement was also taking form. The Southern
Pacific was now definitely contemplating the extension of"
the route from Picacho to Phoenix and later to the west
coast. Two or three surveys had been made, one had been
about two miles west of what is now Coolidge and one im-
mediately over this vicihity. Whether or not the railroed
companf decided immediately 1s not known. However, Baughn
set about to secure a right of way through this area and
was successful in securing fifty-seven tracts of right of
way, extending from Picacho to the Pime Indian Reservation,
for the Southern Pacific Railroad Company.z5 For this
service he was to be rewarded by having the first switch -
end later the depot on his land.

This fact was later instrumental in the location of

Coolidge. Another switch, whose location bears signifi-

21

Baughn, O, J., op. cit.; Office of Pinal County Recorder,
Kiscellaneous Hecords, Vol. 17, pp. 93-98, Docket -No.

1022 E-40.
22
Infra., 35.
23

Baughn, O, Jo, ODe cit.



cance, had bsen placed about six miles south. Immedlately
& group of men purchased the surrounding land with the
idea of bullding a town at this point. There was con-
siderable land speculation for some time. 1In fact a post
office and some store bulldings still remain as reminders
of a development which falled to materislize. The only
two known reasons why the town, later named Randolph, did
not flourish are its location at the bottom of a wash,
and the unsuitability of the land for farming.4

Oliver J. Baughn's prognostications for the importance
of thls vicinity were soon to be realized. Towards that
end he secured an option on much of the land in the vi-
¢inity and attempted to secure moneyed backing. He states
that his fallure to do so was caused by the inability of
potential backers to see what could evolve at the juncture

of & glant reclamation project end & main line railroad.

24
Baughn, 0. J., op. cit.



CEAPTER IV
THE SAY CARLOS PROJECT OFFICTALIZED IN 1924

The giant reclamation project for which the pwople
clamored and which was tc serve as the backbone for the
entire Gile Valley, was the San Carlos Project. The in-
numerable congressional investigatlions, acts, and appro-
priations eventually materialized into such a glgantic
project that its pert in the hictory of the afea cannct
be neglected.

Although the completed San Carlos Project was effected
by legislation from as early as 1865, to as late as 1838,
the onc date that remains ocutstanding 1s the year 1¢24,

On June 7, 1624, the Unlted States Congress paesed the

San Cerlos Act,l which definitely authorized the con-~
structlon of the San Carlos Dem; later named the Coolidge
Dem.? In splte of the fact that this prcject hed been
previously contemplated, few people were willing to spec-
ulete on any land venture to be Included in the project

and g0 anxiously awaited the offliciel sanction of Congress.

Thus, with this official senction there socn developed much

1

4% Stat. L. 475-476
2 .

Infre., 40.



interest in the land that was to be irrigated by this
projecte This will be shown in the following chapter.
For the present it 1s necessary to show the develcpments
and 1ncluelvensgs of this glant piece of reclamation.

In the first place the dam was constructed for the
purpose of providing storage for both Indlan and white
lands. In the formulation of the San Carlos Project tQ,
include 50,000 acres of land owned privntely, or by whites,
and 50,000 acres of Indian lend under the provisions of
the San Carlos Act, landowners' agreements with the Secre-
tary of Interior were signed by indlvidual owners of
private lands, |

Taen as the project developed the governmént author-
1zed the consolidation of the Florence-Casa Grande Project
with the Sen Carlos Pr_oj@ct.3 This consolidation naturally
- made 1t necessery tc reconstruct parts of the distribution
systems of the two projects. For this purpose, appropri-
ations were made in the following amountss 485,000 for
the fiscal year 1929, {500,000 for the fiscal year 1930,
$600,000 for the fiscal year 1931, and $450,000 for the
fiscal year 1932.

Soon after ;he project was completed an exsmination

was made of the greater part of the soils under the con-

3
45 Stat. L. 210.
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structed canals on the Glla Reservation. This survey indi-
cated some 16,28Z acres non-irrigable and 4,780 acres .
" temporarily non-irrigable within the Indian part of the
.project. Suggestions were then made for revemping the
project so as to include an equal area of better lands
in other sections, |

Also, after completion of the San Carlos reserveir,
funds were appropriated and authority given the Superinten-
dent of the Gila River Resefvation to level and prepare for
irrigation allotted lands of the Pimas that were irrigable
from constructed works of the San Carlos Project. This
work was carried on in 1932 and again in 1633 and continued
in 1936 under an allotment of Public Work Funds. Under
this program 10,€04 acres of tribal land were leveled and
bordered, farm laterals constructed, and the land seeded
to alfalfa. This land has since been farmed by the Fima
agency. Approximately eight hundred Pima Indian families
have houses on project lands and receive part or all of
thelir income from farm-opefationa.

The water supplﬁ for the San Cerlos Pfoject comes
from the Gila River, its tributaries, and from irrigation
wells. The principal tribuﬁaries of the Gila are the San
Carlos, San Franclisco and San Simon rivers that enter the
Gile above the San Carlos reservoir from a drainage area

of 12,500 square miles, and the San Pedro river that en-
ters the Cila below Coolidge Dam. The San Pedro is a



flashy stream, records of which show that the averzge
annual discherge into the Glls River is approximately
118,000 acre feet. This flow varies greatly from year

to year and coming as it does, frequently in floods that
cannot all be taken into the maln canals of the project,
causes en average loss of approximately 55,000 acre feet
passing over the diversiocn dam, This amount could be
reduced by the construction of a storage reservoir of a
large capacity on the Glla River below the mouth of the
San Pedro Kiver. The flocd peaks from that stream could
then be held back for future use and practically all cf
the water that now passes project diversion points could
be saved. kuch actlon has recently teken place on this
project and‘there is reascn to believe thet plans will
soon become definite. Tﬁa supplemental supply pumped
from project walls is estimated to be about 50,000 acre
feot ennually. This supply of pumped water serves to make
up the Geficlency of gravity water. In recent years when
the gravity water supply was deficlient, over 100,000 acre
feet per annum has been pumped {rom project wells. There
has, however, been & lowerling of the underground water
table which indicates that the use i1s exceedlng the re-
'charge. Project wells have been drilled in all parts of

the irrigable area of 100,000 ecres, and discharge into

proj¢cﬁ canals and latersals. Lignty-one wells are egulpped
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and operating and others have been drilled and egquipped
ready for operation 88 soon as power can be connected,
The average static water level is approximetely fifty
feet, Pumping began in 1934 and since that time the
average change in static head has been eleven and seven-
tenths feet.

Water rights of project lands have been adjudicated
and the ad judication confirmed by the Federal District
Court.4 This decree defines all water rights on the Gila
River from 1lts headwaters to its junction with the Salt
River. In brief the decree provides & water right with
immemorisl priority for 35,000 acres of Indian lends within
the San Carlos Project; a water right for 1,000 scres in
the San Carlos Reservation, with a priority second only to
that of the 35,000 scres of Pima lands; water rights with
varying priorities from 1868 to 1921 between privately
owned lands in the San Carlos Project and the so-called
upper vslle&s; and a right with prioritf of June 7, 1%24,
to the San Carlos Project to store 1,285,000 acre feet in
the Can Carlos reservolr at all times. This decfee also
provides for the diversion of the natural flow of the Gila
River at Ashurst-Hayden Dam, between Indlan- and White-

4
The United States of America v. Gila Valley Irrigatiocn
District, In Iquilty No. E=59-Clobe, Document 176,
U. &, District Court. ,
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cwmed lands,

The San Carlos Project consists of a number of works,
the most important of which are: the Coolldge Dam, the.
Asmpyrst-liayden Diversion Dam, the kain Canal, the Pima
lateral, the 0ld Florence Canal, the Picuacho Reservolir,
the Northside Canal, the Sen Tan Canal, the Casa Blanca
Canal, the Southside Canal, the Scuthaide Stormwater
Channel, and the Sacaton Diverslon Dam and Bridge.

- The Coolidge bﬁm ranks first in the projecte. it is
a concrete structure across the Gila River about twenty-
four miles southeast of the clty of Globe and just east
{f the boundary of the Sen Carlos Indlan Reservation.
This dem foims the San Cerlos Reservoir, which has a
capacity of 1,200,000 acre feet. It is sald to be the
world's lergest multiple dome type, having three dowes
supported Ly two maln butiresces and by the end abutments,
Tho height of the dam is two hundred and fifty feet and
the overecll top length is nine hundred and twenty feet.
Therc are two spillways which have combined eapacity of
150,000 seccond feet and & power plant-of 12,500 kllowatts
18 housed under one of the domes. There is a cemp above
the‘dam where employees gquarters are provided.

Second, 1t the Ashurst-Hayden Diversion Dam. This
structure, bullﬁ in 1922, on the Gila River, twelve miles

east of Florence, provides for the diversion of water into
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the main canal of the project. |

Within the disatribution syatem ths 7lorence~Casa Grande
Canal ranks largest. This canal, nown az the Eéin Canﬂl,
begina at the Ashurst-Hayden Dem and extends twenty-one and
five-tenths mlles to Pleacho LReservolr. The canal exten-
sion contimies on above Pleacho Reservoir to a point about
five mlles southeest of Casa Crande where it Joins the Casa
Grande Canzl. Headings for Pilma lateral, and for ecross-out
canals to the 0ld Florence Canal and the Cld Casa Grande
Canal, take out of this main canal at intervals to supply
the project distribution system.

Second in the distribution system is the Pima laeteral.
This 18 tho main lateral taking off from the kain Canal
to serve white~owned lands near Coolidge and to deliver
water to the Indlan lends. This lateral ends at the Saecaton
dem across vhich there is a condult to feed the north side
cnn#l. The total length is twenty—thrée miles.

Thirdly, the 0ld Florénce Canal, whiclh is fed from
the Kain Canal at mile three, and the 0ld Cesa Grande Cenal,
which heads at Plcacho Reservoir, are the original cenals
built by landowners to serve the districts of the same
neme, befcre the San Carlos Project was taken over by the
government. These canals have been improved and provided
wlth concrete structures for the operétion of the canal

and to turn waterliﬁ;o the lateral distribution systems,
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From these cénals, eighteen lateral systems take out water
for the Florence-Coolidge district and eighteen lateral
systems take out for the Casa Grande district.

The Picacho Reservolr was constructed in EcClellan

Wash®

by landowners in 1890 and was taken over by the
project. The embankment was strengthened and a small
eoncrete splllway bullt at the south end. An earth dike
8,000 feet in length forms the reservoir. A concrete
outlet structure provides for water to be taken from the
_ reservoir into the Old Casa Grande Canal. The reservolir
receives water from the laln Canal and from the end of
the 0ld Florence Canal. Floods 1n the Gila River are
carried through the ¥alin Canal to this reservoir and storm
weter from the desert waterched above entefs the reservoir
through the spillways in the main canal. Silting has now
conslderably reduced the ecapacity of this reservoir. Its
water can be used only 1n the Casa Grande district.

The Northside Canal, east of Florence towards the
diversion dam, receives 1ts name because it is located
and supplies the north side of the Gila River. It diverts
from the Florence Canal at mile one and five-tenths, 1is

taken across Gila River in a concrsete pipe under the river

bed, and continues down the north side of Gila River sap-

5

This VWash is located scuth and continues westward around
the environs of Coolldge.
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proximately fifteen miles to the boundary of the Gila
River Reservation.

"Also sexrving the Indlan section on the northwest side
of the river is the San Tan Canal. This canal, originslly
bullt by the Reclamation Service, and the old San Taﬁ
Indian Canal, serve the San Tan district of the Indian
part of the project. The San Tan Canal heads the Pima -
lateral at the Sacaton Dem. ‘The 0ld San Tan Canal, which
was bullt by the Pima Indians before the project started,
and which formerly took out of Gila River, now tekes out
of the new San Ten Canal at mile cne and five-tenths.

One of the canals. on the zouth side of the river, in
the Indian reservation, is the Casa Blanca Canal. This
canal 18 8 prolongation of the Little Gila Canal which
heads in Pima lateral one mile south of. the Sacaton Dam.

Then there is the chief Southélde Cenal. This canal
heads in Pima laterasl clcse to the reservation line and
is twenty-four miles in length. It serves the newly
developed tract of tribal lands known as the Southside
Area of which approximately 10,000 acres are now in culti-
vation and 9,000 acres remain to be brought under irriga-
tion in the future.

r The Southslide Stormwater Channel, within the Indian
part of the project, has been constructed along the upper

slde of the Southside Canel to protect it and the irrigable
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lands of the Southside Area and the Casa Blaneca district
from floods that come from the Sacaton kountains. This
chennel has & length of twelve miles.

Culminating the Indian part of the Project works is
the Sacaton Diversion Dem and Bridge. This 1s a concrete
structure about 2,000 feet long, located on the Gila
River about four mlles east of Sacaton. It was bullt in

1625 td serve the San Tan and Casa Blanca distriects of
‘the Indian prcject. On account.of the great loss of
water in the gravelly bed of the Gila Biver, plans were
changed and.water i1s brought through Pima lateral to the
reservation canals. State ilighway No. 87 crosses the
river on the bridge. The old headgate of the San Tan
Canal can be used for diversion of ocqasionél flood waters
which pass the Aahurst-ﬂayden-D&m. A concrete condult
was built in 1928 on the water cushion of the dem and
carrles water from the lower end of Pima lateral across
Gila River to the head of the San Ten Canal.

The above resume includes only the ohlef carrying
canals, the units that carry the water from these cenals
to the utllizing areas comprise the lateral distribution
systeme This consists of approximately five hundred mlles
of open dltches of varylng capacities and approximately
8ixty miles of concrete plpe lines buried in trenches.

The project headquarters for the San Csrlos Irrigation
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Distriect and the Indian Service are located at Coolidge.
Their machine shops and garages are located at the Coolidge
standby power plent,

In the main the power system uonsistﬁ of two large
units a hydro-power plant at Coolidge Dam, and a standdby
power plant at Coolidge. The hydro-power plant at Coolidge
Dam 1s capable of producing approximetely 10,000 kilowatts
et & maximum head of two hundred and five feet; but with
moderate head produces approximately 5,000 kilowatts. The
plant has two units of equal size. Water 1s released from
the dam only as required for irrigation. The diesel
electric standby power plant near the town of Coolidge has
& maximum capacity of 1,864 kilowalts in two units of nine
bhundred &and thirty-two kilowatts each. This plant was
constructed in 1936 and has been cperated in conjunction
gith the hydro-power plant to meet the demands for power
used on the project and sold to customers. The plant has
been enlarged by the addition of another unit that haes a
normal capacity of approximately 1,893 kilowatts.

Transformer stations are located at Coolidge Dam,
Hayden, Christmas, Florence; Cooiidge, Arigola, Sacaton,
Casa Grende, and at Schultz. Then'too, there are many
other small subatatioﬁa where power is delivered to project

works and to customers. There are over four hundred and

it e SR
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twenty five miles of transmisslon lines carrying various

electrical loads.

The cost of this gigantic structure has been carried
by the government with; however, the assumption that
eventually this will be repald and the project will take
care of itself. A public notice issued by the Secretary
of Interior cn December 1, 1932, announced the per acrs
construction cost of the San Carlos Project as belng
$95.25, including the operation and maintensnce costs for
the calendar year 1933. The date.when & reasonable supply
of water was actually availablo for lands in private owner-
ghip was declared tQ_be Decembor 1, 1932, ' The limitation
on expendltures for construction, exnépt for drainage, wes
set by the Act of June 7, 1924,6 at $9,556,313.77 and con-
firmed in this notice. Disposition of the revenues from
sale of power as provided by the Act of 1524 was confirmed

and quoted as follows:

The net revenues from such and all sales
of power at that plant shall be devoted, first,
to reimbursing the United States for the cost
of developing such electrical power as that cost
shall be determined by the Secretary of the
Interior, second to reimbursing the United States
for the cost of the San Carlos Irrigation Project,
third, to payment of operation and maintenance
cnarges, and the making of repalirs and improve-
ments on sald project: Provided, further, thsat
reimbursements to the United States from power

I
Supra., 35.
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" revenues shall not reduce the ennuel payments
from landowners on account of the principal sum
constituting the cost of construction of the
power plant or the project works until such sum
shall have been pald 1In full,

By Act. of Congress June 5, 1954,7 the terms of payment
were revised to provide for payment over a period of forty
4yoars without. interest, the first payment to be made on
December 1, 1935. Subsequent acts of Congress giving re-
lief to lendowners of federal irrigation projects have
been taken sdvantage of to postpone payment of constiruction
charge assessments. A

Operation and maintenance charges against private
lands, white-owned, are collected by the County Treasurer,
with city, county and state taxes, and turned over to the
8an Carlos Irrigation and Dralnage District by whom the
part payable to the government is paild to the project
collection officer. No operation and maintenancs charges
ere as yet aasessed asainst Indian landowners but the pay-
ment for such charges against Indian lands 1s made by the
Superintendent of the Gila River Indlan Reservation from
revenues derlved from sale of hay and pasture on the area
ef tribal lande which are irrigabie under constructed works.

A basic charge 1s fixed annually to be paid by each

area of land irrigable under constructed works whether

"
48 Stat. L. £91.
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water 1s used of not. For payment of the basic charge the
éwmer is entltled to the delivery of two acre feet per
aore. The landowner 1s obliged to pay in advance for ad-
ditional water delivered at the rete of fifty centz per
aere foot for the third acre foot per acre, and at the
rate of one dollar per acre foot for all water delivered
in excess of three feet per acre. The basic charge has -
generally been about one dollar per acre.

By recent order of the Secretary of Interior the
Irrigation District, which has been operating the distri-
bution system serving non-Indian lands for many years,
took over, on July 1, 1938, the maintenance of that dis-
tribution system.

The Water Users! Organizatlon of the San Carlos Irri-
gation and Drainage District was organized July 31, 1938.
The district lands.include approximately 50,000 acres of
privately owned lands. Lands privat;ly owned and not in-
eluded in the Irrigation.Diatrict wvhich receive water from
the pro!ect include 477.08 acres of Florence-Case Grande
Project lands, 796.5 acres belonging to the State of
Arigona end used for State Prison farm, and 464,17 acres
in the townsltes of Florence, Coolidge and Casa Crande.

The San Carlos Irrigation and Dreinage District exe-

outed a repayment contract with the United States, approved
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by thn‘Department of . the Interior June 8, 1931. This con-
trect provided for colleection by the District of construc-
tion and operaticn and malntenance asseassments against
district lands, described the project, fixed the construc-
tion coste and the terwms of repayment, and deserlbed methods
of ssceasment and colleection of operation and maintenance
eosts for the entire project. The contract provided thet
public notice of construction costs should be 1ssued on
December 1, 1931, later changed to December 1, 1932. Con-
struction repayments were to begin three yearh after the
date of the public notice. The amnual rate of payment was
set at flve per cent of the conatruction cost, with four
per cent on deferred payments.

Privately owned lands of the project have been deslg-
nated by the Secretary of the Interior in 1928, 1934, 1936,
and 1937. The Indian lands of the project have not been
fully designated. On account of changes in the irrigadble
irﬁa, due to elimination of lands under constructlon works
end on account of unfavorable so0il conditions for satls-
factory cropping, it has been necessary to revise the
boundaries of the project and the final revision 1s not
yet definltely mede. There are also lands that are being
Irrigated which are detached from the main body of Indien
land but on which Indisns are living and which they strenu-

ously object to sbandoning. It is not desirable to include
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meny of these tracts In the project but they apparently
must continue to be served wilith water for irrigation until
‘tho Indians consent to move to other lands within the
project area.

Tho Marlcopa-FPina Indian Tribel Council scts on all
metters in connection with tho Irrigation Project that
affect the Indien portion. Neetings of the councll are
held each two weeks on some part of the reservation. All
sction taken by this council 1s referred to the Superin-
tendcnt of the Gila River Rescrvation for epproval before
being put into effect on the Irrigation Project.

The prolect as planned by the San Carlés,Act of
1924 was Imnmense. The inclusiveness of the set-up could
hardly he realized by most of thé people. In fact, when
the Act became offliclial, only a few people had the fore-
sight Lo become doeply interested in some of the area to

be benefited.




CHAPTER V
FTARLY DEVELOPVWENTE IN CCOLIDGE |

Although extensive irrigation improvements had been
taking place since the early 1900's there was as late as
1925 only one house eﬁ the present tommsite of coolidgo.
This was occupied by the Clement Seagoe family. Then,
with the completion of the Scuthern Pacific rallroad in
1924-25, and the signing of the San Carlos Dam Act in 1924,
the stage was set for the founding of Coolidge.

The fcoresightedness snd initietive of Richard J. Jones
caused him, on June 2, 1925, to plat out eighty acres of
land comprising the original townsite of Coolidgo.l Within
three months Clement Seagoe had platted out his land,
followed by Oliver Baughn in 19287. 1In 1928; Harry K.
Kennedy filed his plat for North Coolidge; it was also in
this year that Richard J. Jones established an addition
(the Hichard J. Jones Addition). The Dr., William Jackson
Addition was platted end fliled in 1929, other additions
somewhat removed from the central part of the townsite,

were lgter laid out.2

1

Surety Title and Trust Company, Record of Titles.
2

Ibid.



At the time the first land was platted cut, by Richard
J. Jones in 1925, the Attaway and Campbell Ginning Company
erected the first structure in Coolidge.§ As is natural,
thefé Immedlately wes built & real estate office to sell
the newly platted sites.* The second building in the new
venture,’brought to Coolidge its first femily kr. and Mrs,
Willlam E. Nutt.® MNutt was the maﬁager of the real estate
office. His home was thelir car and it was in this that
they left, for a short while, only to return and find that
the second family had moved in on the townsite near the gin.
This was Hubert A., Odom family. It is probably significant
to menticn that in 1926 Kutt converted this land office
into the first United States Post Office of Coolidge, with
. hls wife as postmistress, the first plece of mail being
sent out August 20, 1926, to Mrs. K. J. Jones of Phoenix,

Arizona.6

Tne nemling of Coolidge 1s here given as told by lyrtle

Jones:

It was on & Sundey .in the early part of
1925 while we were sitting with Kr. and Ers.
Clement Seagce in thelr home on their ranch
Just south from the townsite we were contem-
plating surveying, when the discussion of the

3
4

Jones, M., Scrap Book. KS.

Ibid.
5

Ibid.
)

Ibid.



name of the venture came up. After seversl
names had been mentioned, my husband thought
of the name "Coolidge" in commemoration of the
man whose signature made possible the Coolidge
Dam. The name was quite agreesble to all so
1t was from this little chat thet the name of
Coolidge originated.

- Usually when one thinks of & new town in the West one
immediately pictures a boom tbun. This was really not the
case with Coolldge, although, as will be shown later, the
newspapers tried to make it so. Kevertheless, there were
certalin incidents in the early life of Coolidge that
could easlly have wade 1t a boom town. For instance, had
an adequate permenent water supply been made avallable at
& certain date thls would probably have been true.

The two ventures about to be mentioned, slthough not
taking place in this immedlate townsite, did no doubt effect
the growth of Coolidge. For these ventures opened the eyes
of many people to the potentialities of the location. The
first venture was a fig project. A group of California
brokers secured some land west of Coollidge end northeast
of Casa Grande, and dld ralse a wonderful crop of figs.
Owing to elaborate advertising and publicity many
people became convinced that this was the new Utopla. It
1s sald that some miners of the Globe and kiaml district

willingly paid {250.00 per acre for this desert land.v

7
Pinckley, Fe., Op. cit., January 13, 1940.
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Perhaps even this was not bad, for the figs did grow, but,
when the purchasers of the land had reaped their golden
harveat'they found it impeossible to sell their goods. Some-
how, the closely organized California Fruit Growers' Asscci-
ation had obtalned control of the market, so that the
Arizonanes were left with an abundant h&rvest but no narkatf-;
The second venture ceme a little later but was of much the
same type az the first. This time brokers bought up 00
acres near Casa Grande and proved that & fine variety of

grapeg could be grown thero‘B

Again some of the people
were taken in, only to find themselves with a fine crop but
no market. In spite of the fact that the ventures falled
they dld reveal the potentialities of the vicinity and they
did give this valley a great deal of publiclity that undoubt-
edly brought inquisitive end adventurous settlers.’®

buring the latter part of 1925 a wercantile company
was opened by George C. Davis. After a short time he sold
out to Edward T. Clark.’® mnis, added to the previously
constructed Cotton Gin and Real Estate Cffice, conatituted
the Coolidge that on December 25, 1925, saw its first
Christmas tree at the walley church.

8
Pinckley, F., Ope cit,
9

Arizone Republie, (Resource edition) 1931.

Jones, k., op. cit.
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With the new year the growth of Ccolidge waz Indicated
by the number of immigrants. The first deily mail schedule
over the newly opened mézn line reilroad paved the way for
better coumunication. Then such organigetions as the Gom
munity Church snd the Coolidge Gormmunity Clud {later changed
to Coolidge Womens Club) began functioning snd further united
the populace, The year 1926 saw the first publlec utilities
installed by Richard J, Jones, who later (1929) sold out to
the Arizona Edison Company.>> Then on Mey 27, 1926, the
first Coolldgean was born and was christened Joe Calvin
Bondj the Calvin being in honor of Calvin Coolldge., With
the fall of the yesr came the first sesalon of school held
in Nutt's bullding (Main and Centrel) with Edna Mae Wilson
as the firgt tescher. ? Then too, there was held a great
Arizona pageant, at the Casa Grande ruins, which furthex
added to the publicity of thia newly organized venturse.

It should be added-that through the gratulty of Richard
Jones both the sohool and church were presented with conw
venlent aites entirely free.

The years 1927-28 and '29 law-th@‘community growing,
for now thls great savior.of the desert, the Coolidge Dam,
was naaring_qompiet;an and 1ts potential effects were

I

12

Jones, M.;‘ogn clt.
‘Ibid. | |




becoming quite obvious. Within these yoars the population
increased irmensely, and sugn an$owyria0a,an.& Barage , |
lumber yerd, ice plant, pool hall, suto cowrt, hotel,
hospltal, money exehungt;vdrug store, 4dry goods store and
various civiq organizations edded greatly to the growing
eity. After a bakery had been totally destroyed by fire
the Chamber of Commeree, backed by Jones, ordered & village
fire fighting outfit so as to modify or provent any similar
occurrences in the futnrs.ls
 The year 1930 is probably the epochal year in the
history of Coolidge. For it was on Mareh 4, 1930, that
ex-Presgident Calvin Coolidge dedicated the dam which he
rede possible and which today bears his name. Undoubtedly
most of the newspspera in the nation carried some mention
of thils feat and its accompanying t:mat;«:n:"a..‘1‘-‘k
The first newspaper printed in Coolidge, Arizona, .

namely the Coolldge Exsminer with Ted Healy as editor and
Jones &s. owner, had spescial pre-publication editions ready
for March 4.15 The first nusber off the press was presented

3 '
Coolldge News, Cctober 5, 1929.

14

1slrizona Republie, March 4, 1930,

Coolidge Examiner, First Editiun, March 7, 1930;
ey S€0 tion, March 14, 1930. (The Coollgéo
Hews was actually the first Cooli paper
was not pnblllhad in Coolidge, April 19, 1928.)
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in person by Jones to Calvin Coolidge at the dedication
ceremonies. The second copy went to Charles Staulfer,
publisher of the Arigona Republics. Will Rogers was also
handed a copy of this first publication at the dedication.
| The second great event of 1930 was the opening of the
Coolidge-Pieacho link of the Tusson-Phoenix highway.'® The

opening of this rosd was an importent development for the
state generally as well as for the towns loceted directly
on the improved roadway. . It afforded an almost direct
route over an improved highway from Fhoenlx to Tueson.
The. highway itself was mvaluib!.o to Ceoolidge. Then, as
usual with public works, there csme into play a consider~
able amount of polities, each of the dissenting groups
wishing the road to benefit omly themselves. Much loge
rolling took place. However, through the tireless efforts
of a few citizens, the roadbed was extended through Coolidge.
Even so there was an_.w@,oppcsztmn to prevent the rcad
from running directly through tewn as many wished., In-
stead 1t was laid almost one quarter mile west of the
business diatrict.l_? Today, kay, 1940, the stakes have
already been driven for a new roadbed that will eliminate

_q‘ome of the excess.cwves which resulted from political

Arlzona Republie, March 4, 193l.
17
Jones, M., Op. cit.
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bilckeringa. '
Another advancement far khm hawﬁ mf Coaiiﬂgm was the
ingtallation of a awiﬁahhaarﬂ at the lo@al station of the
¥ountain Statoa Telegraph and Telephone Company. 18 The
chnngeovér to this station took place in 3une of 1930.
mity 18 its
educat ional development. Iﬁ this aspect Coolidge waa'and

An indication of the progress of a comm

8till ls s leader in Pinal Countys As has been previously
mentioned the first ach@cl.épaﬁeﬁ;in‘lﬁﬁﬁ, as part of
District 21, cowmonly known as the Ruins District. Then
in 1529 the increase in school population forced the
citizens to erect a tWO*rﬁﬁm school buildingglg Thin was
done on the gratuiﬁoualy donated land of Richard J. Jones.
By 1930-31 the expanding population aga&n derended a re-
vigion. Thls time-the eounty stepped in end ravisad the
districts so that Number 21 was now ‘elaborated inbo the
Coolidge School District.20 The fact that these stepa -

merited effori and recognition is shown by the following
quotation:

18
lgcoolidge Exaniner, HMay 30, 1930.
Jones, Iil., op. oit,. )

20 o
0ffice of the County Superintendent of Schools, Records.
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- Construction of the new §60,000 ?mdo school
at Coolidge is regarded cltizens of the state's
youngest town as one of its greatest forward
strides. During the first term enrcllment has

. iIncreased so rapidly. it has been necessary to add
two additional membera to the faculty. The present
enrollment is 370 with a daily attendance av .
350, Full attendance fillis it to capaoity. -

The school was made poasible only aftey a
strenuwous campalign on ths part of leading Coolidge
citizens with the interest of the sity's educationsl
facilities at heart, - : o -

Belleving a larger school) would provide better
training on a more economiecal basis then the system
prevalling, efforts were mads to merge two adjoining
districts with the Ruina District. The merger . ,,
falled in a apecial electlon, But thils failed o
halt the cempaign to ilmprove the school aystem and
persistency was rewarded when a revision of the .
dlstricts in Pinal County was effected with portions
of the adjoining districts being added to the Ruins
area. (This was subseguently changed to the Coolidge
School Distriet.) o . L ad

_With this work completed the distriot quielkly

approved a $60,000 bond lssue for the construction

of the achools 4 site as large as a full elty block

was obtalned and provides an smple amount of_ room

for playground and recreational facilitles. 1

Coincldental with 'chi.a merited skruggle it was Juat five
years later that the establlishment of a high school was to
agaln cause much trouble. A

¥arch 4th, 1931, again brought Coolidge into the head-
lines, fof now the test of one years' benefit of the Coolldge
Dam was to be publicized. The Arizona Republic ran a

special Coolidge editlon, in which are found the following

T -
Arizona Republic, March 4, 193l.




headline and excerpts:
 COOLIDGE MARKS PROGRESS

Residents Celebrate Tonight

The events to be celebrated are: .

~=Construction of a $60,000 aahaﬁlhbuat in anli&g&»
~Construction of a $17,000 railroad G@p@t in
Coolidge by the Sautharn Pagifio.
=Conatructlon of a new h betwsen Plecacho
and Coolidge to forme 1 n the Phoenix-Tusson
highway. . .
~Celebration of the anniversary of the dedication
of Coolldge Dam which has made possible the irri-
gation of Shousands of acres of land in the
vicinity of Coolldge.

Located in t angpographioal center of the San Care
los Irrigation District is Coolidge,
one of the state's fastest growing towns, whilch was
made possible by the multiple-domed Coolidge Dam on
the Gila River.

Ten years ago 1ts population was ten persons whilo
"today, on the first anniversary of the dw&imuti
the Dam, the residents of Coolidge number 1000, Ita
atmospnere of steady prOgraaaivanaaa is convinocing
and genuine, and it really 1s & "new" town. HNew
~land is being broken and prepared for crops coastantly.

Coolidge is but one mile and a half from ths site
of one of the oldest cities in Amariaam the Cassa

Grande National ¥onuwment, and is 100 miles from the
Coolidga Dam.

NEW BUILDIRG»WILL BE READY EY JUﬁE 15

- By June 15th thoro will be ¢ eted in Coolidge a
new Indian Irrigaticn Bnrvice building to coat proba~-
bly $11,000 unbegu This 1s one of several
-bulldings plenned or undarway.

.1t will serve as headquarters for the government
offices which have charge of the San Carlos Project
distribution sysbtem and Indian lands below the ﬁam.22

22
Arizona Republic, March 4, 1931,
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The closing of bank doors throughout the nation in
19832 caused an appanént lull in the developments of Coolidge.
One event of interest was the opening of the Loma Verde
Cia ranch a few mlles west of Coolidge. Major R. C, Wood-
ruff was reaponsible for the development of a fine herd of
thoroughbred animals haref Iin m;mtm with this a
¥iss R. H. White', possessor of an excellent siring of racing
and polo poniea, gained pub}.isity fox' this viain&tg by her
repeated performances in the sports world.®®

The next spring brought with 4t new indications of
. éxpansion. - The loesl paper expressed it, "Building Boom
Hits Coolidge," and proceeded $o list six new brick buildings
that were about to go u§.24. For varlous reasons & petition,
ﬁra’wn up by businessmen, was sent to Washingion requesting
a change In the location of the postéofiiee‘ The Coolidge .
Examiner stated, "As a result of this contemplated change
- in the Postoffice location a geraaral business. mdbuilding boom
is announced by several local property owners."25

The opening of the Cooclidge Clearance Exchange, June
1, 1933, ﬁade added conveniences available to the local
mrchants.?ﬁ A new ‘buildiiag spree was commencinge The

25

24
Ibide., May 19, 1033.
25 '

Coélidge Lxaniner, June 17, 1932.

XBido, April 27' 1933.
26 .
- Ibld, June 2, 1933
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people again thought of thelr civie pride and consequently
new organizations were formed, among which was the Coolidge
Brass Band, and the Coolidge Civic Clube2! In Hovembser
another convenlence was aéd&d when the Greyhound Bua
Company opened iﬁs first bus depot in G@o'&m,%

- In the yecar 1934, Coollidge progressed still further.
In ¥sy, the Valley Hational Bank tock over the Coolldge
Qurréncy Exchange, and pramg&ly.atnwzad.the erection of a
new building. The wiemployment situation was somewhat

relieved when s number of men became smployed by two im-
portant projecta: the laying of gas lines in Pinel County
and the drllling of forty-eight wells for the San Carlos
Projeét.gg Another work- project wes the beginning of the
new Jones Blocke The local paper showed: o ’
' PRCSPECTS LOCKING GOCD FOR COCLIDGE
Coolidge is starting the new yesr with bright
prospects for a large growth during 1935. Finiahf

~ .ing touches are being put on the new brick and 50
cemont cowrtroom and jail, finenced by the county.

27 ?

gscoolidge Examiner, May 26, 1933.
Ibid., November 24, 1933,

aOIbid., December 5, 19333 Janusry 26, 1934,

Ibid., December 28, 1935, .



CHAPTER VI
'RECENT PROGRESS
‘The year 1935 will stand out &5 & memorial yosr in the
history of Coolidge. This year meriesd the moat progress
Coolidge has ever seen, flrst because of commercial growth,
and second because of rapid expansion, for this was the
heavily publlcized tenth anniversary yoar.

On March 15, 1935, the Coclidge Examimer stated: -
- COOLIDGE BQIEBI?G'?REBRﬁﬂ’!ﬂYEE OHWARD

- There is no boom ox uniue exclibemsnt in Cool ;
but development continues to go steadlly forward at
& rate which is most unusual for towns under present -
general conditions, and we eamot ascount for 1t in

no other way except natural udwuat&g&n 4o beo found
here.

Buildinvs comploted, unﬂer construction and

planned to “start soon, will estimate about §$100,000

since the first of the year, which is a record not

equaled by towns meny times the asize of Gool&dao

and under favorable conditions. |

A significant svent was near, one that was tc.bé post-
poned for over a year and cause censiderable trouble. A
dimpute was started because of the fact that the secondary
education of this locality was wnder the jurisdiction of the
Florence District. The history of Coolidge Union High
School began in the latter part of March 1935, when peti-

tions were circulated for Coolidge, Kennilworth, and
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facDowell to withdraw from Florence and to form a separate
high school diatrict. The petitions met with ap;

and on March 28, 1935, they wers filed with the County Super-
intendent of Schools, Jolm Je B ui,. On April 28nd

again on May 4th, the people voted favorably for the plan,
and on May 24th, the union with Florence was dlssolveds
Then the Kennilworth district, fearing a high tax rats,

decided they would remwain with Flam&a‘eg Here the situa-

‘tion became camplicated. It was realized that a new high

school dlstrict had been legally created snd it was not
wlthin the power of elther or both to set it aside. After
legal advice snd research it was found necessary to Instle
tute before the court a rriandly sult involving some
technicality. This was done, and it was then necessary

start over as though nothing had ever been done. Petitions
were agaln circuleted and on June 7th, the people voted on
the organization of & new high school district.” In the
meantime the local people were gming anxious lest thes
case be delayed too long to seeure P.W.A. help. Now that

1. - A - .

Office of the County Superintendent of Schools, Records.
2 * S —
5600;,1(159 EZxaminer, lay 31, 1935.

Ibid., June 14, 1935.




the road was clear P.W.A. help was immediately solicited.
On September 6th, 1935, bonds were woteds Then, ma wWas. -
feared, when the P.W.A. sdminlistratora were apportloning

was great dimy.4 .
would bave no building, but Howard Reed, the PW.i. ade
ministrator for Arizona, strongly approved this projest
and worked diligently to obtain the necessary funds.

In the meantime an important quoestion had srisens - .
Should the students be sent to Florence by bus, or should
they remain in Coolidge in tenmporary quarters? On July.
12, 1955, a number of parents and businessmen met with the
gchool board and- decided %o keep the students at home.
Arrangements were immedistely made for housing facilities
in the VWoman's Club, thse Masonic Temple, and the American
Legion Hall.® A prinecipal and a tesching staff were soon
ghosen.

- The new year brought with it new hope, for on January
3, 1856, the board learned that Reed's efforts had not
been in vain, and that a grant was farthcominge By April
the ground was broken and by September the school was

T —
Coolidge Examiner, Jciober 4, 1935.
& o '

Ibid., July 12, 1935; September 9, 1935.



ready for pceupanew;@ .

On May 31, 1935, the Phoenix Gaze
tion, "Revival of Casa-Grande Agricultural Baupire Imminent,”
and then proceeded to tell about the potentiallties of

the Casa Grande Valley, It showed that if the rural elee=
trification program of the government went threv

gh- 1t would
increase the acreage wnder cultivation es well as medernize
the farms. The region had already been divided into three

000 2Crese

electrical districis comprising more than 400,
The report further showed the progress ol private business
in Coolidge, and mentioned four new buildings then under
construction. -

. By June work had already gommenced on a $289,000-

diesel plant which was to serve as a standby powsr
for the San Carlos Project.’

Through such gigantic leaps and bounds the business
of Coclldge expanded enormously, and with it smerged a
proud citizenry. ©So proud, in fact, that they set aside
September 14th and 15th to tell the nation that they were

celebrating the tenth anniversary of the founding of

E-. N
Coolldge Examilner, April 10, . 1936j-

Tﬁwen [x §azette, September 26, }.%6

Tbid., September 16, 1935,
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The various presses blazed forth the glory of
Coolidge. . Its spectacular rise from & barren place on the
desert to & clty of 2000 was phenomenal.” The fact that
Coolidge was located in tha center of this vast 100,000

acre agficultu?al empire meant that its potentialities were
rractically unlimited. The federal gnvérnmant ﬁa@ already
ay@nu $11,000,000 to make this great valley & land of
plenty for both the Indien and thkaaaabtlsra.? Moreover,
it was conaldered amazing that th@ government was hnwa re-
onstructing canals &nd ditahaa hhat the Indian kriboa had
used 1000 yeara bafora.lo :

The flesta daye of aaptmér 14th and 15th were well
advertised. Phoenlx, as well as akhar a&tisa. qwsan&n»ﬁ
a large dalegaticn to travel to Seolidga to halp tha
citizens celebrate.11 The 1oaal paper carried ths compla te
story of Ridhard Je Jhnea ac £oander of Coolidge 1n 1925.12

The speskers on ‘the program emphasized thn;prggana
Coollidge had made and pfadicked & population of 25?000;

3 -
Arizona Republic, September 14, 1938,
9

N Phoanix Gazette, SQpﬁembur 16, 1955.5
0

Ibid.
1

Arizona Republic, September ll, 1935;
lé?hoenix Gagette, September 13, 1935,
Coolidge Examiner, Sepember 14, 1935.
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the Indien Service, pointed out the vast extent of the

San Carlos Project. Iuphasis was further made that

Coollidge's deveiopma#t ionld réllew in §ha expunaioﬁ of )

the farming district. - - | |
| The Arizona Republic of September 14, 1935, swmed it

up as follows:
WEST'S NEWEST TOWN IS HELD GREAT SYMBOL OF PROGRESS

The hub of a fertile 100,000 acre agricultural
district, the city of Coolidge aalobwaﬁ&ng its 10th
birthday enniversary tomorrow symbollzes "Progress,®
for in ten years it has mushroomed from a handful.
of pionesring residents to a cormunity of 1500, The
townsite plat became a matter of record in 1925, In
Hovember, 1927, a mid-western newspaper pictured
Coolidge!s population: 'The entire population (12)
of the neweat town in the West getting morning mail -
at the post office.' The populace did not even
have to enter the post offlce, mail being distributed

- from a window fronting on Coollidge Avenue. :

A barren spot in the deasert in 1925, Coolidge was
made poasible through the completlion of the Coolidge
Dam in 1930, It is the largest multliple dome dam
in the world, and providez Iirrigation for the great
-San Carlos Project==--100,000 acres of fertile soil,
rich in the productlon of cotton, alfalfa, lettuce,
peas, other agricultural products, and live stock.

Situated within a mile of the famous Casa Grande
National HMonument, Coollidge is in the path of cone
slderable tourlst traffi¢.=---The post-office proba-
bly was the .center around :which the development of
Coolldge is most marked. Coolldge avenue boasta 275
feet of new business frontage completed during 1935.
--=liore than 900 feet of o0ld business frontage repre-

Arizona Republic, September 15; 1935




sents 26 firms, and within a dlstinoce of o single

block, on parallel ox :m stmta‘ are. some 2(
.. other businemses, Hors & pubit’ hes beew

~assured for the futuxu

Articles such as then ahnood thn mrﬁ &t tlxo ‘bm
ml of Coolidge in 1955. Thtt ttll, wiﬁh tlw aetm |
season In full awing, saw bom wmlitiem 1:1 Gocmat m
aomty deputien, in a ohnck u:p, :evnlod thnm m mm
gmdmd and fifty amtombilu (mm,‘q 5,500 mp}.c) mt
mitod Coolidge on a typical &txwdty of !om 10,
;.955 14 Rap.’x.d increases in ycw:m Ws tomoi‘
the poatmastor to uk tahe @ummt for wro space. The
opening of a new fnlina ttctian, 8 new m., hm' mé pool
room, and preparations for a m drug !m m dmlo»»
mntn of the nek ot Bovm 15, 19&6)’? m h&tn pu-t
of the month saw the opcungorapuekingﬁm, and thep
en Christmas eve the first gas was delivered to Goalmgo 16

Irreapective of the outstanding events of 1935 it
eannot go down as the peak year in Coolidge W, tcr.t
the developments and modifications that were o follow.
a}ut go down as factors that meke tor' & well balanced

™ .
iseoond & _Examiner, November 15, 1936.
- Ibid. .

m:-‘-i—-,

Ibid., November 29, 1935; December 27, 1935.



70

commmnity. Filrst, was the completlon of & new high school
such as any city would be proud te peaamaaqlv Second came
the frultless attempt to locate the county hmapital in
Coolidge. Thirdly, the federal government stepped inte
the vicinlty and secured an option on 7,000 sores of land
that was to serve az s basis for a resettlement ymujoam;la
By June approximately tlhree mmnmdred men were employed on
this job.l9 Then, too, en estimated $250,000 wes wailting
to be spent in this district as soon as the rural electri-
fication 1ssue becams official.ZC

In conjunction with new developments, interests de-

manded that the location of the post-cffice be changed

Two reasons were given; one, that the new location be
nearer the center of populatiocn; and, second, that it would
bo on a slightly higher level in order to better facllitate
drainage, where, it was ﬁrvaumwﬁ. the substantlsl bulldings
of a future Coolidge would be built.al ¥uch dispute later
centered about this point.

17
X Coolldge Examiner, July 31, 1936.
8 .

Ibid., June 12, 1936,
19

Ibid., June 19, 1936.
20

Ibid., June 12, 1936.
el '

Ibid., October 23, 1936.




Two indications of increasing business were, the ine
creasse in postal recelpts over the previous year; and an
almost completed $1,500,000 cotton harvest.>2

The process of rounding out the commmity was wsll

carried forward In 1937 by the many non-commercial activi-

tles, Approximately five hundred men were now smployed-
at the resettlement project erecting scores of homes « 2>
Within Coolidge itself the local paper proclaimed, "Building
Boom Still Continues®chiefly because of the erection of so
many private dwellings.?* A 100,000 gallon water reser~
volr was being erected for the publile welfare.?® Also the
high school enrollment showed a $en per cent increace eveé
the prsvious year.aﬁ -
Cn the commercial side, cotton prospescts for the year
looked good.27 Poatal receipts again showed a gain,za and

'many new lots were being sold.2?

22 ‘
2360011&3@ Examiner, November 6, 1936; December 31, 1936.

24;§1g., January 28,.1957.
ibid., Jue 17, 1937.
25223@;, February 4, 1937.
zslbid;; September 16, 1937,
T

Ibld., June 24, 1937.
28 '

Ibid., April 15, 1937. -
29 - .
Ibid., September 30, 1937,

2
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If 1937 is remembered for its civic growth then 1938
will go down as a year of great commerclial expansion, In
the first place, such new enterprises as chain stores,
transfer companles, a jewsler, and beauby shops added to
the completeness of a village's enterpriaés. Then the
organization of farmera cooperative gina, the opening of
a large thﬂatré, the elevation of the high school into
the Horth Central Association, and the ranking of the
post-offlce as a second class institution, were factors
that proved the growing quantity and quality of the popu-

lace,

Necdless to say, the newspapers carried evidence of

the continuing growth:
GROWTH QF COOLIDGE IS INDICATED BY GAS SFERVICE
CONNECTICHS

Coolldge 1s stlll reported to be the fastest
growing commmity in the Unlted States. That 1t
ls growlng fast 1s well substantiated by the
flgureas of the Natural Gas Service Company's
"Hook-Up" figures. Coolldge boasts of a 89 per
cent gas service connection, since the service
came here three years agc. The company reports
that gas meters have been Installed the pagg
year in an average of ten howmes per month.

Furthermore, the enrollment in the Coolidge School District

nunber twenty~one jumped from sixty-six in 1925 to eight

Coolldge Examiner, June 16, 1938,




hundred and eleven in 1938, an almost wnbelisvable in-
crease.®t On Decerbor 28nd the postmaster reported that
United States &myﬁmdeﬁ in an swewnt exseeding $10,000
had been purchssed at the loeal post offlice since December
lst, indicating a considerable amount of money ciroulating
in the vioinity.aa m. & survey of five loocal gins

' showed that en estimated $1,000,000 worth of cotton had
already been gimed and still the amoix was not to closs
wntil February 1, 1939.5°

31 ‘
Coolidge Fxaminer, September 22, 1938.
otatiatical report of the enrollment and attendance
In the Coolidge School district muwmber 21:

Yesr ' Enyol)llment Av. Do Att.
1921-22 32 19
22=23 32 17
L3=24 by 4 21
2425 86 39
. 25~26 92 39
2627 84 40
27=28 118 4)
28=-29 288 89
20«30 562 244
50=31 - 7L 312
31l=32 576 278
3233 546 342
B33=34 6086 no data
435 é21
35=-36 808 434
S6=37 - 843 539
37=-38 _ 811 586

o2

“Ibid. » December 22, 1938.

Ibid.



Years of such commercial expemsion could oanly be
counterbalanced by spasmediec efforts to develep civie
Improvements., As wsual with a rapidly developed come
munity there existed a definite ocultural lag with eivie
improvements. Hence, it was and still is im 1940, a com-
mon project for the various erzanisations to promote com-
munity developments, It was aleong this line that attempts
were inaugurated to provide street lighis, and somewhat
later, a group of petitions were oiroculated to authorizme
a vote on the conslderation of a medern fire &op&rtanntos‘
Then, too, through a continuous civic drive the state
finally appropriated $60,000 for a modern six way pavement
| extenslon of higlway number elghty-seven thrpnga.tha;uity-aa

This was completed in the fall of 1939. Along with this
~ tho Southern Pacific imaugurated an over-night freight
‘service to the onuat.

Davalopmanta such as thono were somewhat ausmantod
commsrcially by completion of plana for a $60,000 addition
to the grammar aenge;;56 by the movement of the Irrigation
shops to the environs oI‘Coolidgezsq and by the ﬁnnounosu

k. ‘

5500011&3@ Exsminer, April 6, 1939; July 6, 1939.
Ibide, June 8, 1939,

36 ) ' :

Ibid., March 23, 1939.

7“‘—"‘ .

Ibido, Mﬂy 11’ 1938.

3
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ment of the United States Farm Security Administration that
& $300,000 migratory farm labor camp was to be erscted with-
in close proximity of ﬁhﬁ cihy*aa

The next spring was to wltness the ocecupation of the
new grammar school as well as the aopening of the migratory
workers oamp.59 The citizenry felt quite proud when the
national commander of the Amerlcan Legion stopped in to
break ground for a new lsglon ball, Then the center of
Interest became fococused Upon the decenniel census taken
by the gévernmen&._ Speculations varlied grsatly, until the
suspense of walting was finelly relieved by the following
notice: ‘

COCLIDGE MAINTAINS THE TITLE AS FASTEST GRCWIHNG
TOWN IN STATE ’
Coolldge showed the largest population increase

in this district with a preliminary cownt of 2,017.

(Ten years ago it showed 510.) These figures are .

preliminary and subject to correction, according to

the statement made by Perle 8. Anklam, the census

Supervisor of this district.

All census numerations west of highway 87 and

east of the track, which has besen platted to the

towm of Cooligge has not yet been added to the
censua list.

38

39

Ibide, January 25, 19403 March 21, 1940.
40—

Tucson Dally Citizen, May 10, 1940; May 16, 1940.

Coolicdge Examiner, May 4, 1939.
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This latter fact lmmedistely aroused much sgltation
‘which was to increase after a citizen received a letter,
from the census superviser, containing the following:
"Coolidge whioch was entmerated lles betwsen Highway 287,
the Seutherr Pacific Railroed, HeClellan Wash, and High-
way A7, the remsinder will be reported in rural enimera-
tion."41 | .
Therefore West Coolldge, Seagee's Additlion, Stoeger
and Baughn's Addition, East Coolldge and North Negro towm,
aro all considered In the rural district and will be so

(o]
numarated.é“

Whother or not the population of all the Coolidge
additions will be included as part of the final Coolldge
consus remains to be seen. It 1s believed a conservatlve

estimate of all the additions would run around 3,000,

41 ‘
40Coolidge Lxaminer, May 30, 1940..

Ibjid.




CHAPTER VII
‘GOﬁCLBSIQH

The unusual, rapid, socemingly sound éﬁw&%opm«nt of
Coolidge makes 1t difficult to estlhliah sny definite
conclusions, The fact that there was no resl boom, in
splte of the city's growth being stimulated by the
Coolidge Dam, is reason to belleve that the future will
see greater developments for this area. As one of the
fundamental factors in the development of a community
conaistas in the people, sn analysis of their character-
istics will herowith be attempted.

In considering the people it is necessary to say
again that the type of development of the city, plus the
economic conditions of the cowntry at large, wlll no
doubt cause differences of opinion with the following
brief. In the first place there 1s a socciological theory -
that statea that the emigraéian to a new area takes place
by the consecutlve invasion of different types of people.
That 1s, first the adventurous person comes; he is really .
a pioneer, stays for only a short time, tends to bring
civilization there, and then hp moves one. Second, there
is the type that stays a little longer; which believes
in getting rich quickly and usually in the easy way and
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often may possess the false~-front stores. As a man of
this type sees the town has lost its frontler spirit he
moves on, for things have becoms too tame for him, Third-
ly, we havé the group that comes to erect homes and plans
to stay permanently. This group is the backbone of the
comunlitys the erection of scehools, churches, and the
betterment of a locality are lts chief concerns. Today
Coolidge wishes this latter group o predominate. That
this is not true is due to the presence in Cocllidge of a
new "John Steinbeck” type, driven there by wnfavorable .
economic conditlona slsewhere, ,

Therefore, in the analysis of the people it is neces-~
sary to say that a large percentage of the populace ia
probably below what the middle class consider =s average.
Cn the other hand, the middle class r&mains.in.eantyel
end it is probebly growing faster than the beloweaverage
class. |

Along with its people, industry is a vital part of
every comnunlty. The industry of c@olidga‘ concerns chief-
ly two things, retatling and agriculture. The city itself
acts merely as a supply depot for the producers in the
agricultural surroundings. However, 1t 1s highly probable
that certain light industries may develop here., For

example, the nearness to cotton would facilitate the
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establishment of such related light industries as would
utilize cotton by-products. One light indust

ry, matitress-
making, dependsnt on cotton, has already been started in
Coolldge. Then %00, & patking plant would not be entire-
ly new to the city mor without reason. It is more probable,
‘however, that industry wi}.l concern itself chiefly with
distribution of gocds to the farmer.

It is the farmer who stands as the backbone of the
comuunity. For him the pgovermment has built this glgantic
" irrigation system, and with 1t a network of rural elec-
trification lines that ocarry electricity to the remotest |
farm lands . of the district, furnishing power for pumping
and for domestic purposes at a minimem rate. As a result
of thls the farming erea produces tons of cotton, ali‘alfa,
cantaloupes, 15?;1:?:03, asparagus snd small grains. The
products of poultry raising end dairying also find a ready
market.

In conjunoctlon with retailing and farming, at Coolidge
are located the.headquarters for the Southwestern Natlonal
Konuments, the United States Indlan Irrigetion Servies,
the San Carlos Irrigation and Drainage District, modern
schools, hotels, churches, agrieculbtural implement houses,
general stores snd banksa,. |

Furthermore, an elevation of 1400 feet, in a dry



desert area, affords a climate favorable for the cure of
tuberculosis., This too may eventually ripen into an
industry. |

In considering the soclal sspect of Coollidge 1t again
becomes difficult to present a well balanced picture, The
fact that economic condltions and the type of development
Coolldge passed through reaulted in the existence of s
§0pu1ace representing all clasases from the middle group
down, makes it deflinlite that the majority of pecple do
not enjoy the advantages of the upper groups.

The irmediate exceptions of course are the churches
and the schools. The schools are no doubt ahead of the
otheor cultural advancements. The fact that after fifteen
years this still remains a rolatlively new town perhaps
accounts for the excess number of churches strlving to
galn a permanent footholds Consequently, they have been
the recipient of criticiam &ireched by those who belleve
that tco many churches cause none to become outstanding
or to thrive.

Again 1t should be noted that the various clubs,
lodges, soclal groups, clvic groups and servisce clubas
have a tendency to draw only from the average family.
Therefore, the social llife can hardly be called well
balanced. One group complains o¢f too much activity while
the other apparently has little or no real socisl life.



In the fleld of reecreationel sctiviiies thc line of
demazcation between the two groups 1s not quite so plain.
Nevertheless, it is sn accepted fmct that one group can
and does pavticipate much more then the other. Examples |
of ectivities offered to all but accepted by the Tfew are
as follows: awimming, golfing, dancing, theatre, plays,
doncerta, bowling, and riding.

On the whole the averags person soems content with
the activity end soclal life offered in Coolidge. A few
occaslonally béemma bored with the "goings on" and thus
seek relierf ’n the larger scities.

Vilthin the bounds of civie developments lie the
vulnorable points of Coolidges Perhapa these faults can
be attributed to the newmess of the town, the economic
condlitlons, or agaln to the type oif development through
wiilch the municipality passed. liegardless of where the
faults lie one muét admit that they exlist. <The fact that
opposing factions withlin the town are slow in compromising
has no doubt had its effect. Whether good or bad 1t has
caused the town to become dlsunited. This in itself, no
doubt, causea hinderance in iuprovements. Furthermore,
factional disagreements are given as one of the reasons
vor not incorporating the commmnity; of course therc are

nore pectent reasons, as the high tax rate, posaibilities

of graft and others,



As the situation now stands it remains for the service
clubs and the chamber of commerce to make what few improve-
mexits they can. The lateat developmenta along this line
‘have becn the purchase of a modérn fire fighting unit, and
the erectioﬁ of street signs. |

In conclusion, ths problem of moat vital concern and
of common interest is that need of water the satisfaction
of which first mmde thls district habltable. If a regular,
) adaqﬁate supply of water could dbe secured the potentiali-
ties of this region would be almost unlimited. The latest
-8%ep aleng this line has been ti:u’appiication of pressure
upon Congress for the establishment qr another dem on the
Cila at what is commonly known as the Twin Buttes site.
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APPENDIX

The following is a transeription from the records of

Nrs. R, J. Jones' listing of some of the first happenings
in Coolidge:

Filrat family to live on the Townsite, Mr. snd Mrs. Wi E.

Pirst

Firat

First

First

"irst

First

First
Firaet

Nutt and daughter Jessle, who osme August, 1925,
but left soon after in their built-up house on their

car. Upon returning that fall, they found Mr, and

Mrs, He Ae Odom, bride and groom, were living on

the Townsite near the Gin.
cotton gin, A. Ce Glnning Company, 1925.
bullding erected, A. C. Ginning cbmpany office, 1986,

real estate offisce, erected by Cenrad-Healy, Phaﬂnix.
with Hre. We. E. Hutt as manager, 1925, on the slteé of
the present Poat 0ffice grounda. The bullding was

later converted intoc the Post ©fflece by kr. Nutt,
1026, ' )

general store, Coolidge Hercantlile Company, 1925.
It was opened by Mre Ge Cs Davis who later sold to
lire and Mrse. Ee Te Clarke.

Christmas tree for Coolldge at Valley Church, 1985,
All the chlldren of Coolldge, which were three,
Jegsle Nutt and Talbert and EBugene Pruitt, were
presented with bags of candy and nuts by ¥r. Carl

?ouglas who had opened up the firat serviece station,
925,

church, Presbyterisn, called Community Church. Dedi-
cated March 7, 1926, Held first meeting February 7,
1926, Reverend J. We. Henderson first pastor.
postimistress, Mrs. We E. Hutt, 1926.

plece of mall sent out, August 20, 1926, to Hrs. Re Jo
Jones, Phoenix, Arlzona.

138649



First day scheduled for mail to go 6*%%‘&&&’&&&& 1&n»~ﬂﬁ11-
road, November 15, 1926.

Firat child born in Coolidge, Joe Calvin Bond, Ka» ﬁv,
1926, NRamed Calvin in honor of Calvin anlidgu, P
President who signed the Congressional blll authore
izing the building of the Coolidge Dam that blocks
the Gila River at 3an Carloes, Arizona, so that the
Tflow may be stored for agricultural uses on the
lands in the center of whilch is Coolidge, Arizona.

First lunch counter and ice cream parlor, Mr. Dave Kinney,
Kay, 1926, Mr. E. J» Jones rounded up all paopla in
Coolidge and treaﬁaﬁ $hem to ice cream.

First Voman's or 1zation, Coolidge Community Club, Sep~-
tember 7, 1gawm Name changed-to cmalidgw Wammn’u
Club, Eovaﬁbar 30, 1926.

First utility, water and lights installed February, 1926,
‘ by kre. Re Jo Jones and sold to Arizona Edison Company
on February, 1929, The town rejoiced at the coming
In of the first water and then more rejole when
Mr. Jones sunk the second well the last of 1927 and
brought in soft, pure water.

First school, Fall, 1926, held in Mr. Butt's bullding,
lMaln and Central.

Flret teaéhﬁr, Kiass Edna lMae Wllson.

First pageant, Arizona Pageant, November, 1926, at Casa
Grande Natlonal Honument.

First oil compeny, Shell 01l Compsny, March, 1926.

First restaurant, krs. Ella Greenleaf on Highway secross
from Gin, 1927.

First circus in town, February, 1927.

First garage, Layman's, 1927. Now called Valley Garage,
owner Mre. Fred 8later.

First lumber yerd, P. W. Hamilton Lumber Company, ﬁch@b&?,
1927. Sold Cctober 11, 1938,

First county fair entered, Pinal Cownty Fair, Hoveﬁb&r,

1927, at Casa Grande. Returned home with the blue
ribbon for having the best booth.
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First factory, Coolidge Ice Plants Wheels began turming -
July 2, 1928, The first 1ce wasz turned out July 6,
19389 Owned bY Dr. We Jackson snd ¥r. R. J. Jones.
The owners gave a blg watermelon feed s few days after
the first lce was tumed out. Round 300 participated
in this celebration. Ice plant was acld to Arizcona
Edison Company, February, 1929,

First blacksmith shop, Molean Brothers Blaclksmith Shop, -

Flrst hotel, San Carlos Hobtel, by lr. and Mrs. T+ E. -
¥arkham, July 5, 1928. , f

First County Falr held in Coolidge, Fall, 1928,

Flrst electrical shop, R. Hes Ferrell; September, 1928+
Proparty now owned by Dre. He Bs Stewards It was the
first two-story building in Coolidge.

First doctor, Dre. He Ee Pinkerton. Buils the fipat
hospital, Coolidge Hospltal in Hovember, 1928,

First building opened for public actlvities, Coolidge
Wiomen's Clube Work started June 2, 1028, House
warming rriday evening, Cctober 13, 1l988. They met
in the various homes until club was bullt.

First Pool Hall bullt by Fred Elledge, Mareh, 1027. This

- bullding was also used aa Recreatlon Hall and was
the first dance hall in Coolidge. The first Women's
Club box social was held her Spring, 1527.

First Auto Court by Charley Glaublg, November, 1927. Later
taken over by H. L. Nash, then sold to Bill Spruell.

F'irst Beauty Parlor opened by Mrs. ﬁm,c.‘aaa@@¢ﬁu¢aﬁhar,
1928, in back of Burt's Barber Shop.

Iirat meviﬁg Picture Show, "Able!'s Irish Rose" November 2,
1928, at club houwse by Mr. Mauk,

First sworn deputy, kr. Ass éardn&r, Ho#mbar 20, 1988,

¥lrst hardware store, Davis Hardware by Mr. and kKrs. De. S.
Davis, December, 1928, .

First barber shop, Kr. S. C. Burt's, December 17, 1628,




First bank, Arizona Southwest Bunk, Jmnmwwwﬂ ;3@9, ﬂww
Langford, Cashier.

First drug store, Hines Drug
Hines, February, 1929.

First dry goods store, Mandell and Blooh, February, 1929.
Kr, Blook, msnager. This atore was followed by
Popular Department Stema, Hr. and Mra. Charles Cchen
in charge.

o by ﬁmﬁfanﬂ Eraw Je Mo

" First American Leglon organised in Coolidge, 1929. .Amerl-

can Legion Auxiliary, Aprill 15, 1930. Mr. A. J. :
Germaine, first Commander. Mra. L. S. Craig, first
president of Auxiliary.

First Lions Club, March, 1989, Dr, He E. Pinkortan, first
president. o

First Pay 'n Takit, October, 1929. Ir. A. J. Dunaway,
manager. lr. 3, W, Bate, manager of meat daparﬁmnnx.

First paper printed in Coolldge, Coolldge Examlnar by Ted
Healy, R. Jeo Jones, owner. March 7, 1930, There were
a few special pre~publications of this edition put
out ¥arch 4, 1930~«the firat number off the press was
presented In person by lMr. R J. Jones to Kr. Calvin
Coolidge at the Dedication of the Coolldge Dam, March
4, 1930, The second oopy going to Mr. Charles A.
Stauffer, publisher of thn Arizona Republican. Will
Rogers was also handed a copy of this first publica-
tion at the Dedication of the Dam. The Coolidge
News was the flrst Coolidge paper, but it was
published In Coolidge. First issue, April 14, 1928,

First fraternal organization, Masonic Lodge, February, 1930.
Hr. Re Jo Jones, firat Worahipful laster.

First Masonlc Temple erected, 1930, Foundation laid liarch
18, 1930.

First Eastern Star, Instituted Depember 10, 19&0» Con~
stituted March 17, 193l. Mrs. Re J. Jones, first
Worthy Matron.

First Telephone Exchange, July, 1930.

First grain office, Pinal Feed and Seed Company Auguat
1929. Mr. R. L. Bollin, manager. ! ’



First school mmu% srected by County in Goolidge, 103031,
Citlzens of Coolidge wmw u Wm school wmms
to take ocare of the overfiow of childrem, 19290, 7
Buildings erected on site given o sahool by Kr. and
ﬁI‘B. Rn JQ %mo

First Phoenix-Tucson Highway through Cooclidge opened, 1980,

Firat luplement store, E. Ceo Grasty . m&m :
March, 1630. Had big opening dam

First govermment bullding, Indien Irrigatim &cwm Build-
ing, June 15, 1931.

First real depot, February , 1931, Southern Pacific Depot
Mr, Me L?D{whm, agcnt: A bo:a: m M mmm is !
purpose previ’mwly. -

First Parent Teachers' Association, Fobmary, 1931l. HNrs.
Je J, Jones, first president.

First 5, 10 and 25 cent atnm, mh, 1935, Henry's,
Henry Robberson.

First Coolidga Civic Club, an 12, 1935 Dr. W. Jackson,
president.

First Bank Exchange, June 1, 1933. Iir. Sam Langforad,
Cashier. Building north of Hasonic Temple. Fowida-
tion lald, M&y 15, 1955’ by R. Jde Jones. ’

The official lighting of the "Coolidge Currency Ex-

chi " was turned on by De S. Davis and mnm
Hamllton.

The Coolldge Curmnc Exchange was turned into real
bank, May 28, 19:':4, and nemed "The Valley Bank and
Trust Company." Lator 1?; was ohangaﬂ to "rhe
Valley Nationsal Bank." .

At the opening of the Valley Bank and Trust Company,
May 20, 1934, the Coollidge Civic Club gave a feast
of aandwiahaa » Salad and tes. The Fhoenlx Valley
Bank officials were guests of honore A number from
Florence besides most of Valley farmers participated.
Sam Lengford was made cashler,



The foundation for & new Valley mm Bank pulldiag
was gtarted by Sai Wﬂl‘é, April-8, 1935, m khn
northwest cormer of same lgt~Lot 1, Bloek ¢ a'ema
Bailding was stmoﬁ December, 1954+« :

Firat Theatre Enildﬂas started April 7, 1936, by Guorga
Hauk.

First show to bc- ho}.&mzan theatre m%.ﬁ!ug,f Septexber
6, 1988+ Dan Dulen moved into new eafe south from
Pay 'n Takit; lay 1, 1935. Sam Langford moved bank
into new bullding «{ -coxmer of Maln and Central,
June 24, 1936« W» Re S+ Fisher opened Variety
Store in Jones! an. July 87, 1835, Coolidge
Davelopment - Co, moved o ﬂau into build formey-
ly occupked by the Valley National Bank building,
north from Masonic: Teaph, July 24, 1936
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