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PREFACE

The labor movement In America has followed two courses,
one, economic unionism, the other, political activity* Union-
ism preceded labor parties by a few years, but developed dif-
ferently from political parties* Unionism became crystallized
in the American Federation of Labor, the Railway Brotherhoods
and the Congress of Industrial Organization* The membership
of these unions has fluctuated with the changes iIn economic
conditions, but in the long run they have grown and increased
their strength* Political parties have only arisen when there
was drastic need for a change* Labor would rally around lead-
ers, regardless of their party aflliations, who espoused their
cause* As soon as the change was effected, the reason for
theilr existence was gone and the party disintegrated*

My purpose was to show the part these minor parties
have played in the history of the labor movement in Amerloa*
A general description of their origins, their platforms and
their success seemed a logic?! method of approach* A complete
history of each party would be much more comprehensive and in-
volve more detail than my purpose required* The pure labor
parties have all been included and other parties in which
labor played an important role have been considered. My pur-
pose was to choose the more prominent parties; and to point

out their labor aspects*
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Material was obtained from the ¥miversity library, my
personal library, pamphlets and booklets from those parties
st111 in existence, correspondence with Mr, Stusrt Symington,
President of the Emerson Eleetrlc Company and a personal in-
terview with Mr. 8ymington. Information concerning the early
labor parties is available in book formm, but the history of
later parties is largely to be found in scattered periodical
articles and the newspapers or from the parties themselves
if they are st%ill functioning. Brief mention of their ao-
$ivities is made during election periods otherwise they
receive scant publicity. All the books pertaining to laborts
agtivity, svallable in the University library, were examined
for any informaticn, and the volumes of the Labor Year Books
proved of gresat assistance. The New York Times Index and the ‘
Feader's (uide were consulted and every available article per-
taining to this subject was read.

Special attention was given the attitude toward these
parties of the American Federation of Labor and the Congress
of Industrial Organization. The biography of Samuel Compers
proved helpful in this instance.

After this material had been assembled and studied, 4t
scemed that laborts adventuree with third partles only occcurred
when union aoitivity and non-partisan political action failed
$o bring sbout needed change. These partles have served the
purpcse of chellenging the two major parties and awakening
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them to the fact that public opinion was demanding & change.
The established parties have usually adopted the new parties!
program in part, in order to protest their positions, These
minor parties have also aided in gradwally establiehing labor
legislation which i@ more permaneat beosuse 1% was adopted
over a period of yeers after sericus mm‘mm Such an
zmhiwomnt would seem to Justity their m:m u@m:.ua
of their Ophml mtm !or thnir idm m. provm far
from ephemerals

April 38, 1943, Dorothy M. O'Brien
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reduced costs, including wages.

Much of the bargaining power of the employee disappeared
in times of depression as the supply of labor was greatly in
excess of the demand for it. The prospect of unemployment
forced workers to uccept reduced wages wshich increzsed thelr
digsatisfaction with economic conditions. If a man did not
accept lesg pay, the employer could easily replace hlﬁ with
someone in & mors desperate position who was willing to work
for whatever was offered. The wage scale declined with the
rest of prices during a depression period and the individual
workman was helpless to prevent 1it. |

In prospexous times, there was always the possibility
thats employers unuid find it profitable to substituts labor-
saving maghinery for men, not only because of rising wage
rates, but also besocause of the pra:ﬁaot of greater profit
fxumlincraauing the scale of operations. Woxkaxlvno longer
~ were skilled crafismen, but became mere machine tenders get-
ting lower wagea, or were displaced entirely. One machine
was capable of producing the same amount of work as many men
had formerly produced. These men were not absorbed into
industry immediately and their discontent added to the general
dissatisfaction of the lsboring class. |

This period of the early 1830's was the time of origin
of many of the problems which have sinoe cocupied the atten-

tion of the working olass., Marketing became a highly orgzanised




institution and these retallers vere able to bargain with

- producers in the matter of price. Prioe reductions to meet
increasing competition invariably meant wege reductions and
further distress for the workers. All ﬁhcfﬁirfqrunt elenents
of the economic system were beooming organized and competing. -

' The workers had no economic means of combating these evils, but
thoy Qﬂﬂlﬂ try to rum&ﬁy the situation by political action.

Philadelphia, 1827.

In Philadelphia, in 1837, as a result af a strike of
bu&ldiag trades workmen for a ten hour day, sharn was formed
‘the firet effective aity acut&al cxganizntion of vage earners
in the loxld*-Wha Mechanics Union of Trade Ansaaiatians. This
gave rise tolthc rirat labor paxrsy 1n the warldun?hc woxkina
lien's Puzty. It was believed that ﬁunh an orgnnization would
provide & means of expreaning the démanda 6: the workingmen,
They could present organized appnaltiea to lagialatian detri~
mental to them, and could use th@iz influence to secure tha
repeal of legisletion which was punitive,

The upualfiu demands of the paxty were un&vam.al educs-
tion, ab@litlan of chartered noanpol&en, a neohania'a Lien
Law, equal-taxntiun, revision or abolitigava: the nilitia
_ system, and a less ezpennivn law system.

The party nnninatad candidates for County Commi ssioner,




Auditor and the State Assembly; and endorsed oextain candidates
of the two major parties for other city and state offices. The
faot that their midat“ had 1ittle possibility of being
‘elected did not deter them; they wished to publicizs their
strength. The nwber of votes received was encouraging.

The major parties adopted and consistently followed a
uniform policy in the cmee of these thirzd parties whose
presence wag dangerous tu the established order. First Shey
tried to destrxoy the organization by Wit&o& ¥here shis
faila&, they would incorporate some of the less Wt |
demands in their own platform in order to attract the members
of the new party. To prevent t!is absorption the ¥crkingmen's
Party made their nominations for the 1820 elestions prier %o
the other partiee. The eleotion returns showed that they
gontrolled mu@: votes to be able to decide which of éxa
B ma jor partiec would win the eity eleotions. This encouraged

other oities to form similar mmﬁatiom o |

The leadersz of the party dame to the conclusion thut
equality with the capitalist with regard to contracts was not
enoughe The inferior m@m&ng position of labor foroed
them to ask that the government grant %o labor privileges
over and above those gmhtaa to capital. Only thus ocould
real c;qml:tty'bt attained. Unfortunately, the workers were
inexperienced in the field of politics. The movemsnt lacked
oapable leaders who could compete With the axperienced lead-
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ers of the established parties. In the Philadelphia eleo~
tion of 1831 they were seriously éax‘enﬁd, failing to msequire
mwh votes to warrant any attention from the oldex partiu.
xo !m-ther mention is made ot their activities,

Bew York, 1839. |
Two years after the Working Men's Party was formed in
Philadelphia, The Workingmen's Party of New York Oity was |
organized. The employers in that city had agreed among them-
'selves $o increase the working day to more than ten hours. The
workers oalled a convention to formulate some plan to pre-
vent this action. The convention: - turned to the formation of
a political program as the Workers considered thelr interests
had been negleoted by the old parties. Thomas Skidmore, a .
land reformer dominated the convenition and persuaded the men
%0 acgept his program of "a\g:mrim”’ . "'Resolutions were
ming the private memw of land and the
hereditary transmizsion of property; aml demsnds were made
for free land for homesteads. The city workers favored such
a polioy for two reasons. Firs$, some competitors vouid'm
drawn to the new lands, thus tending %o raise wages, or at
least to prevent lowering the existing rate of wagea; and,
‘second, there would be an increasing demand for the pro-
- duots of factories and workshops, increasing the demand for
1. Agrarianism. ALl the evils which were prevalent in
society were due to the unequal appropriation of property.

Thomas Skidmore advooated re-distribution of all the lmd

enabling everyone to begin again on an equal basis. cmon,
Je Re, pPe 331.







| Although no spectaéular results were 2chieved by elther

ihe Philadelphis or the New York Workingmen's Parties during
their brief 1ifetimes, both of these groups left a rich legaecy
of thought and ideas which were oventwelly taken over by other
parties and enscted into law. Imprisomment for debt wes
abolished, New York Olity inoreased its appropriations for ed-
_ucational purposes, and Mechanic Lien lawa were passed in
several states. ' | o

For the next few yeare the unions held the dominant
poeition in the labor movement. An improvement izi egsonomic
conditions, regardless of the ephemeral nature of the im-
provement, usuelly resulted im increased membership of
unions. Workers found it comparatively easy to get favor-
dble Tresponees to their demands through their umions and
vere more anricus to secure immediate gains by econowic
means than to itmgglezfex more permanent improvements
through political means, o

~ There was only one instance of labor aetﬁvity in pol-
itics, the Equal Rightn Party in !ew York. It was an atteupt
%o Tid the oity of the domination by Tammany Hall and they
did mammd in defeating them in the 1837 cleau&. ‘Tanmany
rsalizaa 1% must not antagonise the labor vote. It proceeded
to adopt some of their principles and even went 8o far as to

1. ﬁmon.-d. R., mp. 483, |
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was not without availe They aided in bringing about the adop-
tion of The Hmstm Act, and constituted an important factor

in bringmg to0 an end the practice of making htgo land mnta
to the railroads.

NATIONAL LABOR REFORM PARTY, 188689.

It was during this period that the first nationsl union
of Workers was organised—The National Labor Union. -Its aims
‘eould be said to have been as much political as economic, A%
its very first convention, they recommended the organization
of a national labor party. In 1887, New York, Connectiecut,
_and Michigan 5314 workingmen's conventions and organized a
National Labor Reform Party. This party was short lived be-
cause action was taken by the Nationmal Labor Union in 1869 to
establish the *Nationsl Labor Reform Parsy® and to promulgate
2 platforme They demanded a revision of the monetary laws, a
repeal of the national banking laws, the issuance of legal
tender notes md-’mvabeutim of state bank notes, a lower
rate of interest, no emtim from taxation for bonds, the
formation of a Department of labor, the right of associetion,
no loss of the franchise exoept for felony and the .prehwitiea
of importation of any race whose living standard was lolle\v l.thwk
1t might draw down the standard of American workingmen.

The party did not receive the expeoted suppors of the.

%. Yo, l933, %:
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in their erops and must continue to produce in order to pay

off their debﬁs. This situation tende to accelerate the
decline in the prieen of mtcnltml proéwh. In the mean-
time, mdmtrial pricen are still rising. Therefore the farmer
is aaught betwom riaing prices for the goods which he m‘s buy
~and fxmnnmg prices for the goods which he must sell, |

INDEPENDENT OR GREENBACK PARTY, 1878.

After a aw@, -agricultural production is as a low:
ebbs Productioa will nat be 1W unless there is already
an active demand which is evidenced in rising prices. £ :
period of time must elapse before the new crops are harveated
and s0ld at the increased prices. Therefore, recovery comes
later to agriculture than to industry. When paper currency waa
abundant and prices high, the farmers had little cause far agi-
tation; dbut when farm prices fell and other prices lagged be-
‘hind, rumdblings of discontent could be heard. They could get
very nttie satisfaction from Congress

as oaly seven per cent,
¢f the mecbers of that body were farm mx«mtauvug. Helther
the Democrate nor the Republicans offered to plad their oause,
The intezest of the farm population had besome mt&reﬂ around
the monetary qmt&e@. The Republicana and Demoorats failed

to take definite stands »on the procedure to be followed in
redeeming the currency issued during the Civil War or the
medium to be used in the payment of the prineipal of the war
bondss During 1873 and 1874 new political partiess arose in
eleven of the Wessern states which made these two questions







fourteen representatives to Gaﬁgrass and polled over 2 million
?ataa.l This unusurl success was the result of fusion with

other parties and in some cases the failure of the old parties
to make nominations. Just as the party was assuming promising

- proportions a change for the betier in the industrial situstion

cut under its very roots. Iits principle issue disappeared
when the Banking Act was passed two monthes after the eleotion.

Two yeaia later in the preeidential election their showing
wap wminpressive. gheiz nominee received only three per cente
ef the total votea.

In 1884, when there no longer was a possibility of mak-
ing it & major party, the Creembackers gave up the struggle
end its lesdere returned to the old parties. It was a great
disappointment to them when neither the workers nor the farm-
erg would desert the old established parties, even though
these parsies had shown no partieular interest in their cause.

¥any of the workers weve not convinced that political
action was advisable., Some were more interested in joining
trade unions with the prospect of immediate wage increases
end ghorter hours than in affilistion with polisical parties
which offered ultimate social reforms. Business activity
wae incressing and union orgsnization advanced under the
¢ of the Knights of Labors All labor organizations

2. Carroll, Mellle, Labol Houghton, ¥ifflin Co.,

Boston &nd New YoTE, 052, Pe 80e
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wore regarded with suspicion at this time because of a few
unpleasant- experiences resulting from violent strikes. Em-—
ployers sought the aid 6: the nourté in 5u§preasing union
activity. Since the law was confused as to the exact status
ofvunioﬁs, many adverse decisions were handed down by'biaaed
judges. They could determine whether unioﬁ'activitien con-

‘ stituted a conepiracy in :aattaint of trade within the mean-
ing of the Sherman Aot or whether unions themselves were con-
spiracies. 1In tha.oaiiy cases 1t was held that, although one
man by himeelf might perform an sot lawfully, the same act
pextcrmad oollectivaly by a growp of workers would be a
oonnpiraoylbo@auae of the’ uuah greater power potential in

the group. In- the Debs oasc‘ it was held, in enjoining the
violent sympathetio strike by the American Railway Union ageinst
the Pullman qupany, tha% the union activities constituted a
conspiraay 1n_rebtr§1nt of trade. These decisions seemsd to
be 8o broad and Qnaqﬁivnpal'that oxgahiséé labor conoluded
that all their efforts to imprave conditions would be oon=
demnable if the law wéa not changed. The dnly solution
 seemed to 1ie in political actioné!

THE UNION LABOR PARTY.
The aentrai’laho: union in !civ?pik Olty.ﬁeaded a move-
ment for an independent party and both Socialists end non-
Boclalists enﬁor&ed their action. Even the American Federa-

1, 'ﬁ Ii V. Bebanma *iﬁﬁ“ﬁa*"ﬁ""'§§§"‘15§7
2.. Debs, 188 U. S. 534, 1395.
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tion - of Labor deviated from its Non-Partisan policy for the
first #13: 13‘1ts historye. :t-xgs mainly this experience that
caused the trade unions to avoid political eéntanglements, In
any eventi, the party was named the United lLabor Party and
nominated Henry George, advocate of tge single tax, as their
candidate for Mayor of New York City. It was 2 bitter cam-
paign with the city press, the old parties and the business
class all arraigned ageinst him. Henry George did manage to
poll more votes than the Republicen candidate, but was de~
feateds ¥hen internal diseention arose between the Socialists
and the Bingle-~taxers, the trade-union element withdrew its
support from the party.

THE POPULIST PARTY.

The experience with the Greenback ?aztf had made the
farmers somewhat hesitant about embarking aﬁ adventures into
politics on a national scale. Instead, they had formed non-
political organizations guch as the Farmers' Northern and
Southern Alliances to lobby in Washington in thelr behalr.a

#hen the Congress elested in 1888 ignored the demands of these

T, 1The labor plank in the United Labor Party piatlorm con=
tained the following demands: OCourt procedure must be
reformed so that the practice of drawing grand jurors
from one class would cease, and the requirements of a
property qualification for trial jurors would be abolished.
Officious intermeddling of the police with peaceful
asgeémblies must cease., The laws for safety and the
sanitary inspection of buildings must be enforced and
equal pay for equal work without distinction of sex
on such work must be reeagnizeé.

Hodgson, James Goodwin, A kabox Part for U, S.,
He We gilﬂt}a Cge, Be Yo, 18Bc ;

Ge Bwk, Se Jo, m Pe 138,




associations and they could accomplish nothing to bring relief
from the sbuses perpetrated by the railroads and other mom=
opolistic growps, the farmers saw the 2m;11ty of continuing
this line of attack. They decided to organise local and state
parties and eleot men ino would lmjthut their interests were
protected. When they sucoseded in electing two United States
Senatore who were udvm’cu of their cause, 1% mmm -
them to cnlargo their ﬁold of activity and to bﬂng labor
into the rankc :i‘bh a platform eombining their demands. In |
1881, all pglitiwl prpgna_nint, the remnants of the Green-
back Party, the National Greemback Party and the United um
Party were combined in the Populist Party. A convention vas
called in 1893, in Omaha, Nebraska, at which time they sdopted
& platform and nominated James B. »Wmar as their presidential
candidate. The platform incluled the following demands: A
natiéhal currency, eafe, sound and flexible, issued by the
!gtimi Govexrnment only, a full legal tender forx all d-bh,'
free and wnlimited coinage of silver and gold at the legal
ratio of 18-1, and an inorease in the cimiétmg med1
until there should be not less than 550 p&: mpita. A grad-
urted mcmo m. honssty and ecom m govermsent expenditures;
po-tal aavia@ nnnks, gcvemmt oﬂnmhip and control of rail-
'roads, telegraph and telephone systema; Wltim to alien
amcmhip of land, and tho Mnd for tho ratm of lands held
by eqrpo:aum m excess of thelr notual mm. dr. Weaver

to M. w. p.m T
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party dissipated its strength and neither faotion met with
any sucoess. In 1904, the fusionists formally dissolved their
alliance with the Democrats and nominated their own candidate
for president, but their vote continuned %o deoline. The rad-
ical group mnnnm;l to fumotion until 1912, neither Wt-
ing nor endorsing any candidates. The soundness of the Popu-
118% program can best be judged by the fact that most of their
propﬁaala eventurlly were enacted tnﬁo law, Regulation of

~ railroad charges by nationel and state governsemtsy gradusted
inoome taxes, bcyuzar election of United States Senators, a
pargel post, postial savings banks, and rural free delivery of
mail are a tiv of these once visionary demands which have be-
come part of our Federsl law, |

GOGIALIEK AND Gﬁlﬁnllll‘
- 1;» The roialilt Labor Party.

Up to this point, all the labor parties that have bocn
diuounnod were typtenl American prog:os:&vo political nove-
menta, This does not aenn lnerioa vag wi thout its Soclalist
and Ooununist alenentc. The atrly 8octalist and Oauauniat
novement {n the United States was the work of such niddla
class 1ntcllactunln~au Robc:t Dale Qitn.}thnnanvSkiaucrt and
Horace Greeley; but the fiétt 'arktng»elnia Gociallcu wns
sponaorod by Gexéanst In 13?8 they united their -ntll groupc
to toru the :oxtingncn'u Party; later ocalled the Socislist
Labor Pazty. - Allying themselves with other polisical
grouﬁd, they worked in local oanp#ign- for fifteen years,

1.  Anonymous, 'Tiaoing party hiatogiggg A::{faan pnigggec;'""
CSongressional Digess, Oc o Vol. 9, p. 333,
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views have not changed since its inauguration. In 1840 they
advocated the immediate, but pesseful overthrow of capitalism
and the orgmanization of the workers into Soocierlist Industrial
Unions which could eamelliorate social and economie inequality.
All other trade unions, all other parties, all efforts against
war are a delusion, and ara'ugﬂﬂ %o bagU1101the/wurking class
into mending rather than ending capitalism. = Such proposals
made only a faint impression upon laboYe. - |

3, The Socialist Party.

?ha soeialimt Labaz Par@y ias the nldoat. but far qun
tha most 1mportant Soaialimt Party in the Unitad States. In
1897. a Sccialiet group mMors aompatible vith the Amoriaan
'uituatzon was started, the Soolal Democrats of America.
Almost 1mmad1ate1y, dlfferaneea of apinion arose regarding
the plan of action. 'The majority favored the Utopian anhemac
of eolonization pramulgntaﬁ by aarliex rotoxmezu, while
Eugcne Da&s and Victor Bemgar were more inclined toward
politlcal action. They withdrew with their_followera and
organized the Social Demoeratic Party of America. In 1800,
the Booial Damoorats and some members of the aoeiulist Labor
Party joined in order tc texm the praaant 8001&11&3 Party. The
first few years of their existence, they ulacted a few mayors
and gome legislators in cities, but the real victory came in
1910 when they won in the blooﬁidﬁq at Milwaukee and sent
Victor Berger to the United States Qongicsa. Other oitles.

1.
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came under thelr administration and by 1914 they M thirty =
socialist muntori in twelve different utatm.

In the 1818 presidential election the party loet much
of its popularity by adopting a pro~German, anti-war program.
They attributed the war to the capitalistic system of pro-
duotion and the Gesire of competing groups to control oppor-
tunities for forsign investments and trade. IS was felt that
“the enlargement of our army and navy would merely mean the
further subjection of the working olass and a more adequate
safeguard for foreign investmente. They proposed that the
power to fix foreign policies and emtdwt diplomatic inter-
course be taken away from the President and lodged in Gongxm
and made subjeot to a referendum of the peoples

. Besides the anti-war issu® their program called for
nationalization under democratic management of all publie
utilities, basic xmwzu and natural rescurces, banking
and credit mm | mthouubmvmumﬂmmuo
last 1ssues, but the intelleotual leaders opposed the anti-
war attitude of the paxty. They seoeded and organised the
¥ational Party which had maenny the same putfm es that
‘ of the Sooialist Party eumt ror the war issue,

1. Mln. Mua Labor Pre . Mn and
Rineharg, Ne Y., 154 - '
3. Xittelman, E. B., "Buta tor m Opposition %o ml?
mtég.g m’. FORAL 16 i 3 AISIANS ¥ ‘. 33’. r&.’ m’
Pe




The government ﬂmly attacked the mlm Party,
mm.u their mailing privilepes, arrested m-bm on oharges
of mﬂ.ﬁ.ns' to éreats matiny and obetrusting mﬂm and
enlistnent; and convioted Evgene V, WM'IWW
of violasing the Rsplonage m In spite e! mmmm
Bmummlm to Congress in 1918, but was refused
~ his seat. A special election was held in 1910 whem he was
mm releoted, defeating his cpponent by about five thousand
votes, but vas again refused his seas. A similar situation
arose in Kew York when five Booialistas were sleoted to the
. State Assenbly. MWWMummuxw

Md“n&mummwwmmm . |

A% mommmnmmmmmmmm
onslaughts from the aum, they had to contend with uam
from within. Having m mma for nmm religion
in Wl.am mmm m partioular, the Russisn and
xiaMm zaeuum fazmn the Omm:t Party. 8till other
radical measbers failed in an attempt to gain mtml of the
party, withdrew w wmlm tho wn um Party.
These expulsions and withdrawsls did benefit the Sosialist
Party to the extent that they not only drew most of the
government's antagoniss tmu themsolves and avay from
the Socialist mm. but azsa ‘um the m 2 more howo—~

I Hittelnan, ¥
mation, Jamal
Pe 06.




goensous and mm M _
 Thelr atmngth was diluted during these years and was
. mever regained, so in 1833 it recommended to the state organ-
{zatixs that they cooperats in the calling and organising of
state confermu for the wmn of forming independent
politiocal um partiu in their :upmtn states. In nar ,
York 01*:7. the members wdi ted nth the farm-labor growp o
form the mum m mrty In vmu their ~thirtesn
mrwmtaum in the laguhtm alded the fmhw Pro=
reamtaﬁhw in oarrying ocut a fam»hw pmm The ma~
tional organization supperted LaFolletse and Wheeler in the’
presidential oamxm of 1934, but in 1938 they nominated
$heir own aamudau, lm mm. The platform of 1838
contained 'the“feilotm plankss
1. MNatiopalization and democratic mM
of our natursl resources, transporiation,

commmication and dutﬂmum agencles,
and banking and currency systems

3. An adequate national progm for food eontrol,
flood relief, ufarut-atim. lrﬂ.g&ﬂm amxd
‘ ronlmnw. .

Je na:&y omed power mﬂu wnder which the
: z 1 government would cooperata with the
states and municipalities in the distribution
of alwtrioal energy to the people at cost.

4. Immediste Wmml relief of the wa~
| mwﬁbythgfl 1amm“mblgpubd
a o~ T L ]
works gi tadmlmlgam to gnmngm mmio-
ipalities without interest for this purpose.

Be &mmatmlmt, munmmm
insuranos and of old age pensions.
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%t 3 ‘ ¢~ a,h, 3 t’ "" 3 ;%vn
. ments in%g&iam and aew ,
8« An adequate federal anti-child labor amendment.
B¢ - Inoresse of mm&gh income levels, ea’
. corporation s the proceeds
to be m for sooial tmmo.

10. rmz legislation to enforee the first amend=
mtmmmmimmut@

, guarantee
eft m
: wtwl%:ém f onoge mm. press samly

11. -mutm of m:mtiea in }.aw disputes.

13« A moderynized memmw@m
aleation of the Pr«iam and ’ﬂmz

the New Deal Demoorate Wum newg i 2 few years
lster. For instance tha ﬁatimi mm mxm Agt
established the the right of workers to

& nize and berga m&rﬁymaimwm

ﬁmamammm;ﬁmﬁwm&
mlwmmﬁa ingt wions and wnien men. The Fajir
Labor Standards Act set minimus hourly wage rates and

. labox
wmum The Soclal Security Aet provided fw rmz.
grants to states with adgquate state wnemployment

pmtimm,cwundmﬂvmimmm.



- In the 18338 presidential elestion Norman Thowas reeoived
m.ﬁ,isvm, not: even one per sent. of the total votes
csste. Theme resulta did not dissournge the party. Ia the
1930 New York City oampalgn they received o great deal of
publicity due to the prominence of their nominses. Included
among their Congressionsl candidates were Heywood Browm,
solwmist, Jacob Panken, former city-julge, Samuel Orr, ex-
 They receivad the suppors of non-Soclalists, the metropollten
_newspapers and the Leagus for MW Politioal Aotion.
Their program for the ity included extmston of public
mﬂ.mund publie mm!mm opexetion of industries,

- gradwally eliminating prefit, amd appropriation for soetal
purposes through taxing power of incomes derived from rent,
interest and profis. The oity should immedistely aid the wne
employed with such measures as wmmicipal housing, relief,
food and olothing distribution and payment of rent. 4All
possible aid should be given the labor movement so that 1%

Public assletance and wellar® prOZTEmS.

The zmwmm tar flo0f sontral,
reforestation, reclametion resulted in srumont par-
Sioipation in the utility field, ookrio
powex was distri memmmmﬁnm
Mﬂiﬁnnu by the fedexral mmh

of theoe neasures were by the Booialist
but 1t remained for the Hew . Damograts to pud
then Into et foate “In 1938 thcpo%mmqaarﬂy
to agoept such a

need for a zadl le found lender
in the m: or the Bmttc Pugop

b

1937, p¢_13‘o



Mdmmmmsumﬁmm Tesponsibility.
‘In spite of the exsellant publicity end suppors, the
Mauﬂ candidates were m.um by & fusion af the two
major parties. The lattex wm un enough to immu
uany of the soeuun pm: into their own platforns. k-
nediate uuﬁ for the Mlud. Wt W
muc mm, mmmz m and hguhuan amm
1abor 1n their efforts to organize were all endersed. Such
m&:m dimw the powex of the workers into the Maue
My ohwmtl and wmm thn m of the Bwiann Party.
mmmzusmmmotmm&jw
puuu %0 r«mw«ma{mmm The feax
e:mtherpnnymmma\rm,m the old parties
to ‘adopt measures which will enable them to contimue in power.
The dmm tolang 1830 m 1t8 W sooial
mﬁ afforded an excellent moﬂmty for the Soclalipts
%o utcnd tw pomn, at awa Mmul ﬁmm deprived
them of. their chance. The so-called 7014 Guaxd® which had
mponoﬂ the movement for many 70"0. diw of the
tastios of a newer faotion m:galy Wtﬂ of tmhm and
uuw‘mh 1mmmmwmmmmo-
' trmcx. This latter M wu more Wn and zmuoly
pro-Sovist, a faast whioch atmaoﬂ some :rc}.m, but &u-
txoyed the wmm support formexly m&m by the pa:ty
8441 mn m;ppozt was lost ia 18938, when my of their former



followers thought 1% wise %o favor F, D, Roosevelt over
Landon, The Dosaexnts h&d mdqptod many of the p@lician
advocated by the Becialints and there was the posslbility
that enother oandtdake would prove conusxtat&v%. Such ia»
pravementa as a national pragran for flood oont:ol, fleod
roliat, rafornatatiom, irrigation and reclamation were not tc
be ignorad. 4 Publle Works pxngran had been 1uuuguxatad to
raliavc the ummapluy:ent nituntiaa and & National Raeowcry
Aot was 1nntituxed fcr the purpose of raadjuating the in-
dustzial eGoRnOmY. Inclndad in thias latter 1agxulat1on,wa¢
the now femous S-utton 7 {n} which nought to encourage
uniunism by reutrain&ng -uploraza' anti-unionism. Rmployees
were to have the right to ergnnist and baxgain collaativnly
through repreaentatita: of their own choosing, free from tho
interference o» ooeroioa of employara. S8uch polioiea pro-
cluled the possibility thet the Socialists could appeal %o
the former sngport.rn and aauld attract new ones by offering
them a comprehenatvo plan of sooial reform. In other words,
they already had munh of what they most daaired.

in 1940 the Sooialist Party defended such New Deal gains
as social security, lcgalize§ eolleotive bargaining and farm
mﬁég and urged their oxtension. It was only naturel thet
they should support measures which had been adiooatod by their
owm gxoup, bus éunh action caused liberal thinkers to desers
to the Demu@rafie Party. 8o long aévthe Bchaetstt~contiaum



their progressive policy, it is likely that the Socialiste
will lose some of the influence they formexly had.

3. The Communiest Party,.
In the discussion of the history of the Soclalist Party
it was stated that the Russian and Michigan factions were ex—
pelled from the party in 1919, These groups had been encour-
a.god ini their revolutionary ideas and principles by the success
of such ideas in Europe and by the Communist Internationals
Fundamentally, they believed in the eventwal abolition of
capitaliem and the estadlishment of a korkera' and farmera!
government, and 2 Qommunist soccliety in which the means of
production would not be the private property of the few,
With the aid of some ex-members of the Industrial
Workers of the World, they organized the Commuw

8t Pazty.

| Puring the first World War, both the federal and various
state governments a&?rieﬂ on "Red-raids®™ thus foroing the
tactios
nnists from enlarging their membership and
greatly hampered thoi; agtivitiea. They solved the problem

by forming another party, the Workers! Party, in New York

Oity, which could and did operate in the open. It would over—

pardy to carry on its work in seoret. Such undergroun
prevented the Cow

throw the existing government, would establish a-proletariam
dictatorship and would adopt revolutiomary industrial ac-

tion which would abolish capi talisme The party was the legal
representative of the mi.ttmi Communist mevement in the United




8tates, but pecple were largely ignorant of its naturs be-
couse 1t used the name Workers' Party and omitted the word
The Commmists had also helped to establish the Federsted
Fam labor Party in Chiosge im 1933, but gradually they hed
begua to come out into the open and function under their own
names MW,MM&WMMMWMM
campaign under the name of the Workers' (Commmist) Parsy.
Their presidential oandidate, William O. Foster, received
w,m:»mmmmamhmmmmmm
Party. In the states the Commumists supported Famm labox
Party and lLabor Parky candidates, when they were unsble to
got their own candidates om the ballote In the mational
-mxmamwxmnmwmum
szummmwmammmew
esived originmating in New ’fows. The ¥orkexa' (Comwanist)
platfom for that year was very detailed regarding the rights
of workers, farmexs and the wnemployed. Same of their more
important demands were: Lmmediate aid of the unemployed,
public works, free mediosl cere amd public kitchems should
be insugureted. All workers should be coversd by wmemploy-
meat, old age, sickness and mceident insurance, and a forty
hour, five day work week should be established. Vorkers




must have the umrestrioted right to organise, strike and
pieket; mqumnmmam,&wm
xpaumuhmmmw&unmwam It was
2l80 belisved that the working class should strike miwt
wage cuts and the speed~up system, should destroy company
wiions, and unite with the fammers to form a Labor Party in
order to present organised opposition %o eapitalism. The
Senste, the Suprems Court and the veto power of the President
must be 2bolished and the anti-syndionlist and espionags
_sots zepealed. Income tazes should be gradusted, with eom-
fisocation of all incomes over $35,000 a yeax and no gmt,
stocks or seourities should de sxempt from teaxation.
The program cutlined sbove was entively in keeping with
the tagtical principles of the Commmnist movement as lald
down by Lemin (United front, trads uniom tastics, Sactics
in the struggle against reformism.) However, in the leading
orgens of the Communist International (Comintern), a revi~
sion vas taking place at this $iwe. The views of the growp
dominated by Joseph Gtalin were gaiming yecognition although
‘they had been defented by the S1xth ¥orld Congress of the
Communist Intermational. The Workers {Communist) Party in
Anerica under wazumxgwaymm'mt
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the war, and they txied to prepare for the emergency.

Their antioipatzonm were xﬁulizad after hostilities
ceased, large employers began $o campaign %o sliminate the
uwnione that had gained a footheld in their plants during the
ware The unione were umable to resist in the face of the
genoral tendency to lay off workers. BEmployers were quiock
to selze the opportunity %o discriminate against men with
union sympathies; and since there was no law proteoting the
right to bargain collectively through agents of their own
choosing, the} could not appeal to the courts, They realized
union activity had to be supplemented by politicel activity
i1f they Were to maintain their existemoe.

THE FARM LABOR PARTIES
 le Horth Dakote. B
As early as 1915, a NHon~Partisan League had been formed
in North Dakota by a former member of the 3@011113& Party.
The agricultural forces mobilized for action, and by 1918
this league elected enough of iis members to &np@rtaﬁt state
offices so that they were able to dictate the state legisla-
tive programe Their platform advocated state annzauca.agnintt
hail and drought, workmen'!s compensation, 1¢una-to farmers by
atate banks at low interest r?taa, and exemptions from taxa-
tion of improvements on land. _ | o :
Horth Dakota is primarily a fuguingyétatg, 80 limiting
membership in the League to farmere weg feasible. The governor

1. Merz, C., "Polltical Hevolt in the Worthwest"
Nov. 3, 1917, Vol. 13, p. 53.
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of the state, however, showed ummistakable friendship for
labor during the heotic post-war days and even seized coal
mines in the state, opsrating them wnder conditions satisfac-
tory to the union, when the operators refused io settile a
strike. For other states the League advocasod thet the dif=
ferent groupz should remain independent in the pursuit of
theixr exolusive interests, but nhould unite fur‘tuxtharing
those interests which they hcid in common.

3. Illinois. |

The central labor bodies in other states sew the ad-
ventages to be gained from organizations similar %o this one
and in the latter pnxt of 1818 there was a widespread %andonny
among them to set up polit;cal maohines. Siate labor parties
were organized in Michlgan, Haw York, Utah, and ?enasylvania.
The Indiana State Faﬁeration ed ‘Labor, with the consent of
the 8tate locals, organized the Indians Labor Partye The
Chicago Federation of Labor orgaaizad the Labor Party of COook
County in 1918 for;thg‘puzbosa of electing city officlals who
were {riendly toward Iabor. Later that year at & conference
of delegates of local unianc of Illinois, the Labor Party of
Illinois was 1auncba&. The lattexts practical piogram called
for democratic odntrpl of industry through the development of
gooperatives as a subatitute for ﬁriﬁu@. ownership; and for
public ownership and operation of all public uSilities, They
algo demanded that all workers have the rtghtdto'organize and
the right to be represented in all departments of governnent.
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