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CHAPTER I

.

INTRODUCTION

.

The, Mormons and Education

...
i
It has been rightly said that when Mormons
settle,
schools will begin.

Every Mormon, community gives especial

attention to its schools, for education of the people

-

follows closely after their consideration of spiritual
affairs.

'

.

Brigham Young, the Mormon prophet, planned for his people
a vast empire in the West.

Soon after the arrival of the

Mormons in Utah in 1847, he took definite action toward the
realization of his proposed State of Deseret.

It was to be

composed of all the land from the Gila River in the. South to
about the present boundary of Idaho in the North, and between
the Sierra Nevada Mountains in the West to the Rockies in
.
•
■
:;
1 -. •
2
the East.
On July 5, 1849, application was made to Congress ,
for admission of the State of Deseret to the Union.

Congress

did not consider the application,for statehood, of Deseret,
but organized Utah territory in 1850.

The Church, however,

proceeded in its plan t o •colonize this vast western domain.
By 1860 the best land in Utah had been claimed, and Brigham
Young began the practice of calling groups of settlers to
1. "Mormon" will be. the term used for a member of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
2. Bancroft, George. W o r k s , vol. 26. pp. 440-441.

2

move into nearby lands.

;

■

Two previously operating factors had determined that
Arizona should receive early emphasis in the Mormon coloniza
tion:

first, the march of the Mormon Battalion, and second,

the early missionary work of Jacob Hamblin and others in
northern Arizona.
In 1846, when the Mormons were enroute to the West from
Illinois, war began between the U. S. and Mexico.

The Mormon

leaders saw in the event a possible source of aid in the
westward trip.

They offered to haul freight, to build roads,

or to fight for the U. S.

The government accepted their

offer, and five hundred men enlisted to march to the aid of
General Kearney in California.

Their wages enabled their

families and friends to reach Utah.
southern Arizona.

The Battalion crossed

It followed almost exactly the present

line of the Southern-Pacific Railroad, from where the town
of Douglas is now located, west to the California boundary
at the junction of the Gila and Colorado Rivers.

4

The members

of the Battalion were much impressed with the San Pedro and
Gila River valleys as places of future' settlement.^

3. Ibid., p. 6. By 1880, according to the U. S. Census,
" there were 3,205-Mormons in Idaho, 804 in Nevada, 234 ..
in Washington,'241 in Colorado, 331 in California, 451
in Wyoming, 554 in Montana, and 40,000 in Arizona.
4. Ibid., pp. 240-246.
'
McClTntock, James H v Mormon Settlements in Arizona,
pp. 150-136.
• 1 ••
v
5. McClintock, op. cit., p. 140.
This is evidenced by the .
fact that more than 33 of the 340 Battalion members
returned later to settle in Arizona.
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In 1858 a missionary party under the leadership of
Jacob Hamblin was sent by the Mormon Church leaders to the
Hopl and Moqul Indians In northern Arizona.

The group was

not well received, and had little success in converting these
tribes.®

Hamblin continued, however, to lead missionary

parties to the Indians of northern Arizona from 1859 to 1877.
Missionary scouting was followed by settlers.

Towns

were made first on the strip of Arizona north of the
Colorado River between the years 1854 and 1872.

In 1873 a

company of Mormon families was sent to make a colony in the
land along the Little Colorado River south of the Grand
7
Canyon.
Indian troubles caused them to turn back.
The permanent Mormon settlement of Arizona south of the
Colorado began in 1876 when at a conference in Salt Lake
City a group of fifty men, many with families, were called
to settle in Arizona.

Little bands continued to ford the

Colorado River at Lee*s Ferry throughout the years between
1876 and 1879.

'

Several towns were built along the Little Colorado.
Small villages arid ranches dotted the habitable areas north
of the Arizona mountain region.

8

Mormori colonization of the

6. The Book of Mormon, scripture of the Mormons, declares
the Indians to be the blood-of God's chosen Israel, and
makes the Mormons responsible for their conversion.
7. McClintock, op. cit., p. 157.
8. Bancroft, op. cit., p. 1610. Apache County grew from
587 Mormon people in 1878 to 6,000 in 1887.
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Salt River Valley at Mesa and Tempo began in 1875. . In 1879
a colony came to the San Pedro Valley.
- Pima was the,only Mormon settlement to have its school
on the Gila River listed under Pima. County.

In fact, Pima

was the only Mormon district to receive public aid until
late in 1883 or 1884.

9

..

-Thatcheri already chosen church

headquarters, and later, home of the St., Joseph Stake
Academy, was not mentioned in county apportionment until
December 4, 1886, and, according to a list of districts for
1887, the report nearest the receipt of the instructions to
establish a .church academy, there were five Mormon.districts
receiving state assistance.
The doctrine.of eternal progression, with its evalua
tion of the relationship of Man to God is the most dis
tinctive tenet in the philosophy of the Church of.Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints.

.It is, as.well, the most

powerful motivating force, giving orientation to every ideal,
plan, and action of t h e •conscientious m e m b e r .
has been epitomized b y ,Lorenzo Snow

This doctrine

into this terse poetic

statement startling to most philosophers:

•

As man now is, our God once, was
As now God is, so man may be...
^-i
Which doth unfold man's destiny....

9.."School Matters from 1882-1887," p. 111. On file in
.. Graham County Court-house, Safford, Arizona.
10. Lorenzo Snow was the fifth president, or spiritual
leader, of this religious group.
11. From poem, "Man's Destiny," quoted in Milton R. Hunter,
Gospel Through the Ages, p. 113.

5

This optimistic evaluation of the infinite potentialities
of the soul of man, the majesty, and eternal exaltation held
forth to those who fulfill the simple ordinances and fashion
their lives according to the pattern of the Master are the
sources of boundless inspiration.
^education is life."

To the Latter-day Saint

This "life", a necessary earthly

existence, is "education," the purposeful development and
expansion of the innate capacities of the individual to bring
happiness and joy to himself and others.
• Self-discipline andJbhe intelligent use of knowledge
arenthe vehicles' by which the progression of the individual
is to be achieved along such lines of Christian endeavor as
suggested by the Bible and accepted by Christianity as vital
to the peace and welfare of mankind.

It is well here to note

that this route to ultimate exaltation is an individual
matter, thus thoroughly democratic in its implications.

The

individual aspect of the eternal continuity of activity and
progress is emphasized in this passage:
Whatever principle of intelligence we attain
unto in this.life, it will rise with us in
the resurrection.
And if a person gains more
knowledge and intelligence in this life
through his diligence and obedience than
another, he will have so much the advantage
in the world to com e . 2
It is primarily from latter-day revelation, from the1
2

12. Doctrine and Covenants, Section.130:18-19.

6

Standard Works131
5 of the Church distinctive only to the
4
Mormons, that this philosophy is derived. " The essence of
life is to advance beyond the powers of darkness and evil,
to live in the ethereal light of truth.

Standing stolidly

in the way of this achievement is ignorance, a somewhat
passive, yet most effective, enemy of progression.

Truth,

knowledge, and intelligence are the armor, shield, and
sword of the Christian soldier in his quest for exaltation.
The modern revelations, as recorded by Joseph Smith in
the Doctrine and Covenants and accepted by the Latter-day
Saints as "the will of God for their salvation and guidance,M
indicate the vastness of this conflict and the implications.
"It is impossible for a man to be saved in ignorance.1
A restatement of the same principle r e a d s :
A man is saved no faster than he gains knowledge,
does not get knowledge, he will be
brought into captivity by some evil power in
1; the other world, as evil spirits will have more
knowledge, and consequently more power than many
men who are on earth.1°
,
'' '

v v :- for if he

'

That "knowledge is the pathway t o ;the gods" is■emphasized
by the many admonitions to be found in the modern scripture
of the Latter-day Saints.
1832 :

This commandment was recorded in
-A"

.

V'.:;.':

13. The "Standard Works" include the Bible and three books
■ accepted by the Latter-day Saints only as divinely
inspired or revealed.
They are the Doctrine and
Covenants,.the Pearl of.Great Price, and the Book of
Mormon.
;
14. toetrine and Covenants, sec. 131:6. '
15. Smith, Joseph Fielding, compiler. Teachings of the
i Prophet Joseph Smith, p . 217.
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::

Seek ye diligently and teach one another words
of wisdom, yea, seek ye out of the best books
words of wisdom, seek learning even by study
and also b y faith.16

:-

Further spiritual significance is given to the gaining of
knowledge by other verses of the same revelation.
And I give unto you a commandment that you
shall teach one another the doctrine of the '
kingdom.

:

Teach ye diligently and my grace shall attend
you, that you may be instructed more perfectly
in theory, in principle, in doctrine, in the
law of the Gospel, in all things that pertain
unto the kingdom of God, that are expedient
for you.to understand.

.

.

Of things both in heaven and in the earth, and
under the earth; things which have been, things
which are, things which must shortly come to
p a s s ;.things which are at h o m e ; things which are
abroad; the wars and perplexities of the nations,
and the judgments which are on the land; and_a
knowledge also of countries and of kingdoms.1'
Succeeding revelations also contain such extracts as
"Study and learn and become acquainted with all good books,
18
and with languages, tongues, and people."
"Obtain a
knowledge of history, and of countries, and of kingdoms,
of laws of God and man,"

as did School of Prophets in

Kirtland.
In the Mormon philosophy there is no differentiation be
tween the temporal and spiritual; all things are spiritual.
All aspects of life are viewed in their relationship to the1
9
8
7
6

16.
17.
18.
19.

Doctrine and Covenants, sec. 88:118.
Ibid., sec. 8 8 :V7-Vti-79.
Ibid., sec. 90:15
Ibid., sec. 55:4

8

eternal plan of progress; all things are, therefore, spiritual.
Education, since Its function, whether it-be in social studies,
in the history and explanation of man* s past and present
behavior, in sciences, in the search for truths of the
universe, or,in the arts, liberal, vocational^ or aesthetic,
is to elevate the. human mind, to give cultural significance
and emotional development,

to prepare the individual to

function socially and happily in this society; education is
distinctly spiritual.
Since "education is life,M education must encompass all
phases of life and interpret them in their spiritual
significance.

As the established secular schools could not

be expected to fulfill this aim, the leaders of this' new
movement early undertook to direct the educational' activities
of their children and of their adults.

The year following

the incorporation of the Church,two men were assigned by
revelation to "do the work of printing and of selecting and
writing books for the schools of.this7 church that little
children also may receive instructions.
In accordance with the church policy of estab
lishing schools among its people. President
Layton of the St. Joseph Stake2-1 on June 8, 1888,
received instruction's from the Church Presidency
to prepare for. a stake academy. 2
;.
*
0
2

20. Ibid., sec. 55:4.
21..St. Joseph S t a k e .included members from Pima to Franklin
V;, on the Gila River, and St. David on the *San Pedro River.
22. Williams, Oran.:H. "Settlement and Growth of Gila Valley
in Graham County as. a Mormon- Colony 1879-1900, " p. 59.

9

June 8, 1888, is a significant date in. the history of
the Church academies, but it is incorrectly used as the date
upon which the instructions were received in St. Joseph Stake.
That is the date of the first meeting of the General Board
of Education.

"The first meeting of the, Board was.held

June 8, 1883, when Karl G. Maeser was appointed s u p rintendent and George Reynolds,

23
secretary."

Apparently, at this

meeting a letter of instruction was written.

Copies were

sent to the.stakes which this body considered capable of
organizing and maintaining an institution of education above
the -rudiment s of the community or. district schools.
- June 30, 1888, is the date -upon which the first mention
of these instructions is found in the St. Joseph Stake
records.

Detailed minutes of the meeting are given.

The clerk read a letter from President Woodruff,
chairman of the Church Board of Education, with
, regard to establishing Academies of learning in
all the Stakes of Zion.
Said letter was read
the second time.24
Discussion followed.

The consensus as expressed by a member

of the meeting was:
This.is required of us and it is our duty to
comply with these requirements. He was in
favor of the High Council selecting the
necessary number of the best men in the
Stake to act as the Board of the Stake Academy."
Unusual unanimity and enthusiasm were displayed.

Immediate 2
5
4
3

23. Bennion, Milton Lynn. M o m o n i s m and Education, p. 165.
24. "St. Joseph Stake High Council and Priesthood Minute
Book," (manuscript original on file in St. Joseph Stake
Archives, Thatcher, Arizona), p. 49.
25. Ibid., p. 50.
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compliance seemed imminent; however, no action was taken.
The letter was read a third time and discussed by sections,
"so that it might be thoroughly understood."

The matter was

then put' aside after all present had been cautioned "not
to talk too much about what had been said regarding the
establishing of Academies."

'

Despite the spontaneous outburst of enthusiasm toward a
church school, no further mention is made in the extant
minutes of stake meetings to suggest compliance with the
instructions.

For a fourteen months’ period, the St. Joseph

Stake records are missing.

In those that do exist, concern

ing the organizing "of the administrative agencies necessary,
no mention of the records is found.

That absolutely no

contemporary comment is made is inexplicable and puzzling.
However, in accordance with the'instructions received,
a Stake Board of Education was organized in St. Joseph Stake,
the stake presidency,1Christopher L'ayton, William B. Johnson,
and Morgan H. Merrill, along with William Packer,
H. N. Chlarson, J. R. Welker, Isaac P. Robinson, George E.
Williams, Sr., and Joseph Foster, constituted this board.
It is conjectured that efforts were made to organize the
- ■ ''
;
; -v; .
/
machinery necessary to put the institution into operation.
Ho definite statement of reason for the delay of over
two years in commencing the St. Joseph school has been d i s 
covered.

District schools were available to all.
. ' ' ' ' . ' ' V-’
' . , /y ' ;.

26. Ibid., p. 5ll

'

"

'

'

They
:
6
2
~
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offered more opportunities than the sporadic attendance would
permit the children to master.

This factor, however, does

not seem to have been responsible for the delay.

The in

structions from the head of the Church were definite, if
not emphatic; six academies were established during the
remainder of the year.

June 8, 1888, St. Johns, and one

week later, Snowflake Academies were organized in northern
Arizona.

... ,

.

Statistically, the financial picture seemed promising.
The first assessment roll"of 1881 listed 37 Mormons with an
evaluation of.$14,805.00.
Finally the administrative essentials were consummated.
The new one-room Central church-house was to be the temporary
home of the fledgling institution.^®

The first principal,

Joy W. Dunyon, had arrived from Utah, and was waiting for
the opening of school.

According to, Mr. Dunyon, -he arrived

in the valley the first of October.

Since the building was.

not yet ready, he .enjoyed a six weeks' vacation.2
293
8
2
7
0 Mr. Dunyon
taught school in. November and December in the Thatcher
30
tithing office.

' -

27. Saline, Roy. History of Gila Academy, unpublished
Master’s thesis, Arizona State College, Tempe, 1947.
28. Statistical Report of St. Joseph Stake for December 17, 1888.
Found in "Journal History of St. Joseph Stake."
29. Report of interview with Joy W. Dunyon at his home in
Salt Lake City, Utah, August 1946, by Roy Saline in
unpublished thesis.
30. Page on file in Office of Church Commissioner of Educa
tion.
It is probably a page of The Pima Record for the
first or second week of March 1910.
This paper was
published in Pima, Arizona, for a short time only.

12

“There being no church school building available, for
the first six months, beginning January 1, 1891, school was
31
held in the Central meeting h o u s e .“

'

Research Procedure
In pursuing the research, many were the means and
methods of- collecting data followed.

The Latter-day Saints’

historical records and minute books in the St. Joseph Stake
Archives at Thatcher, Arizona, and in the library of the
Church Historian,Salt Lake City, Utah, were checked.

The

files of the State Law and Legislative Library yielded un 
expected data.

The materials in the vault of Gila Junior

College were reviewed, as were those on file with the Com
missioner of Church Education at Salt Lake City, Utah.

The

extant records of early educational activities in Graham
and Pima Counties were most valuable.

Of particular service

were the autobiographies and journals of the individuals who
featured in the events recorded.

The files of the local and

Tucson newspapers were indispensable.

It is regrettable that

the issues of the Valley Bulletin and Graham County Buit

letin, the only local newspapers in Graham County contemporary
with the early pioneer period, are so sporadic.

Many of the

Church records in the Church Historian’s Office, Salt Lake
City, Utah,

are based upon scanty records from persons living

in or. near the Little Colorado River settlements.3
1

31. Interview with Sarah Allred Hunt (a student in Dunyon's
school) at her home in Thatcher, Arizona, May 1948.
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Personal Interviews and correspondence with early
pioneers, the first teachers, and pupils of the schools
resulted in much information which, if not too reliable,
served to orient the research and suggest other sources.

The Author's Family
Though their records of teaching are incorporated in
the descriptions of the settlements and schools, the specific
participation of the author's pioneer relatives is brought
together in the final chapter.

CHAPTER II

■

• ■

EARLY SCHOOLS AND TEACHERS
Alpine
During 1881 Sara Francell Haywood taught the primary
grades, with twelve or more students enrolled.

She received

her certificate in 1886 from E. C. Bunch, county school
superintendent at St. Johns.

Miss Haywood taught intermit

tently in Alpine.three-or four years, after which she taught
in a small town near St. Johns named Egypt.
taught in Alpine in 1882;
from E. C. Bunch.53

32

Emma B . Coleman

In 1883 she taught on a certificate

During 1882 William (Billy) Black taught

about forty students of all ages and grades in a log school
h o u s e :which had a fireplace for heat.

Appleton* s Readers,

slates and pencils, no paper; were used.

He taught for three

34
years with no certificate.'
Other teachers were Viola Hatch,
•■
who taught one year; William Reid, who taught in the first
..

.

county system; J. N. Heywood, who taught his first school in
1885; and Mary Jane Nobel, who taught the summer school in
1885.55

.....
Amity

.........
.

Thirty children of all. ages and grades were taught here
by Emma B. Coleman after she taught in Eager.
32. Interview with Spencer Haywood,,September 1938, Mesa,
Arizona.
..
33. Interview with Pratt Green, August 1938, Pima, Arizona.
34. Interview with D. Evens Coleman, Thatcher, Arizona.
35. Ibid.
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Beaver Dam

"

Beaver Dam, sometimes called Littlefield, was first
settled by Henry W. Miller and others in 1864.

On -May 24, 1865,

the "Deseret News" of Salt Lake City published Elder M i l l e r ’s
report of a satisfactory settlement.

George Wilson taught

school at Beaver Dam until he died May 20, 1896.

36

Brigham City
The first teachers here were Mrs. E. Virginia Curtis
and Andrew Woods.

School began January 4, 1878.

Mr. Woods

taught the older ones, and M r s . Curtis .taught the primary

-

grades for a p e riod'of three months, which was called a
quarter.

Books were some the parents.brought with t h e m 'the

year before from Utah:
Writing.

R a y ’s Arithmetic, Geography, and:

School was held in the new kitchen joining the ,

community dining hall.

Mr. Jesse Salinger was the first.

president of the United Order,
followed by George Lake
38
in 1879.
According to E. V. Curtis, Mrs. Curtis and Miss
Melvina Curtis taught the school in 1879.
to U t a h . ^

Mr. Woods had gone

The map of Brigham City by S. C. Richardson shows3
9
8
7
6

36. Interview with George W i l s o n ’s son, G e o r g e D . Wilson (a
former teacher), 1938, St. George, Utah.
Sarah C.
Mortensen was at Beaver Dam.
37. "United Order" is a term used to designate a system of
community property practice.presided over.by a churchappointed head.
' .. 1
38. Although this account is on file in Church Historian’s
Office, it does not agree with author’s grandfather’s , .
journal.
';
.
39. Interview with E. V. Curtis, August 5, 1938, Thatcher,
Arizona.
(He was 84 years old.)
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Lyman Wilson, George Lake, school room, Steven F ♦. Wilson,
and his brother, Sidney Wilson.

40

By 1890 Sidney Wilson was

the only family who remained on the old site of Brigham City.
James T. Woods was the first postmaster of Brigham City.

He

was succeeded by C. Overson, followed by S. F. Wilson and
Simms.

41

From December 1878 u n t i l .June 1881 Steven F. Wilson
40

taught school at Brigham,City.
Concho
, M r s . E. Virginia Curtis taught the first school at
Concho the fall of 1881 for three months.

The school, which

consisted of the primary grades, was held in her own home.
She was paid monthly in produce, e .g ., an Indian blanket and
a pair of shoes.

Jim Moore was the first teacher under the

free county system.
in 1896.

A. C. Peterson first taught in Concho

For many years he was president of Gila Academy

at,Thatcher, and was then,at -Flagstaff Teachers College.
He is now retired and living,in Phoenix.

Eager
After having taught in Alpine and Nutrioso, Emma B.
Coleman taught for two years at Eager.

She bought all the

books for the children whom she taught.. She got her 4
3
2
1
0

40. Church Historian’s Office, Salt Lake City, Utah.
41. Ibi d ...... .
— ....
-. .
42. S. F. Wilson* s Journal. Copy in Arizona Pioneer Histori
cal Society Building, Tucson, Arizona.
43. Interview with E. Virginia Curtis, August 1938, Thatcher,
Arizona..
44. Diary of A. E. Cheney. Also, personal interviews with
A. C. Peterson, Flagstaff and Thatcher, Arizona.
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certificate In 1882 from E. C. Bunch at St. Johns.

The first

principal at Eager was David Bencher; the second was
Mr. Schell.454
7 Minnie Tenney Coleman taught for ten dollars
6
per month, which was paid by her uncles, John and William
Eager.

"I taught, during 1886, all the primary students,

of which there were twelve, in a one-room house.

I taught

three months in Lakeside, using for textbooks the MeGuffey
Reader, Elementary Blue Back Speller, and the children used
slates and pencils from home."

In 1922 Rhea and Millard

Kartchner taught school in Eager and Nutrioso.

• •

'

'

'

'.

Eden

.: v v

S. F. Wilson was the first school teacher at Eden,
then called Curtis.4^ His mother, who was a teacher, was
\
keeping house for him and his family, and assisting him in
teaching.

In the fall of 1881 they were notified of an

approaching Indian raid, so they hurriedly made a skiff, and
crossed over the full, muddy Gila River to Pima, then
Smithville. ■

•-

.....

Egypt
Sarah Francell Haywood taught in the small town of
Egypt, four miles north of St. Johns on the Little Colorado,
for one y e a r .

She taught continuously for thirty years.

45. Interview with Pratt Green, July 1938, Pima, Arizona. 46. Interview with Minnie T. •Coleman, August 1938, Thatcher,
A r i z o n a . She was 68 years old at the time. She was an
" old friend of the author’s mother, Mary W. Haynie, and ■
the eldest daughter of Ammon M. Tenney, who went to Old
Mexico while having plural wives.
47. S. F. Wilson’s journal.
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receiving her Arizona school pension.
Elfrlda
In the fall of 1905 Earl Mattewson,.who later joined
the Mormon Church, taught the first public school in a little
lumber shack on the Hodges’ pla c e .
moved to Rube W e l l s ’ place.

The house was later

The next year George M. Kelley,

George Amberson, and Leonard Jewell went to Tombstone and
received the money to build the first public school house in
Whitewater.,

Mr. Charlie Kane as ter donated ten acres of ground

for the school.
with guns.^

Trustees guarded the school house builders

The Little Texas school district broke away

from the Whitewater district.

A group of Texans opposed the

Mormons, and tried to establish a. school of their own and
thus receive a l l ,of the district funds.

Teachers Mildred

Long and Mr. Heart were followed by an L. D. S . teacher,
Maria L . Dillman.

The school was then joined to the Elfrlda

d i s t r i c t . I n 1943 the author taught in Douglas, and her

»

'

husband was principal a t .Pearce, a small town twenty-five
miles north.

The next year the high school was moved to

Elfrlda but was held in the Old Webb Building for two years
where both taught school.

The author drove to and from

Douglas during 1941 and 1942 to teach in the Elfrlda Public School.4
0
5
9

49. Interview with Spencer Haywood, August 1938, Mesa, Arizona.
50. Bessie Shirley, daughter.of George Kelley, who attended
the first school, told the author the above at her home
in Elfrlda, July 1945.
51• Interview with M r s • Olive Jewel, 1948, Elfrlda, Arizona#
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Franklin

The first Mormon settlers of Franklin were
Thomas:J. Nations, T. A. McGrath, and J. Gale.

It was

mainly populated by early Mormon refugees from Mexico.
Sarah Thompson Gale was reported to have been the first
teacher there in the late eighties.
Fredonia
Lucinda Steward Brown, the second wife of A. W. Brown
from Kanab, taught the first school in Fredonia while she
was camped in a wagon box.
which has been destroyed.

Then she taught in her own home,
She taught there for two years.

A one-room school house was built in 1890 by the donations
of the people and district; later the Fredonia Mormon ward
sold its share to the district.

Thomas Haycock was the

first teacher hired by the county.

After ha taught one

month Bertha Lockwood took his place.

Hyrum Fortensen was

principal at Fredonia from 1936 to 1938.58
some substitute work there.

The author did

The first teacher, Mrs. Brown,

was one of the author’s ancestors.
Graham
On March 16, 1869, a company of twenty-eight men was
organized on the Showlow by President J. N. Smith for the5
2

52. Interview with Mrs. Stella Pratt Jackson, pioneer of
.Fredonia, on February 15, 1939. M r s . Jackson is the
great-granddaughter of Orson Pratt, a learned Elder
of the early Mormon church.
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purpose of settling on the Gila River.

J. K. Rogers was put
53

in charge.

Graham was founded December 1881 by James Wilson

and others.

Through James1 efforts to establish a school, he

hired his brother Stephen F. Wilson who taught the first school
in Graham i n ;1882. v Stephen F. Wilson was followed by
John F. Nash, who came with his father to Arizona in 1874,
and from there to the valley in 1881.
district school teacher until 1926.

He continued as a
He taught his last year

in Thatcher High School.
' L e e ’s Ferry • v
Warren Marshall Johnson was called to care for L e e ’s
Ferry in 1873.
River.

He had previously taught school on the Muddy

There he'taught his ovm'family and transient settlers

in his h o m e .

Later his daughter Mary, who was sixteen years

bid, taught his children and the Swapps and Adams and a few
others in a private school in the upper story of their home.
The books they used were ordered from Salt Lake City by her
father, arid some were purchased' from a family going through
to colonize Arizona.

T h e y were Wilson’s Third Reader, a

speller, and an arithmetic. 5
4
3

53. Fish, Joseph.
’’History of Arizona.” Typewritten
manuscript in Arizona State Law and Legislative Library,
Phoenix, Arizona, pp. 588 and 592.
James Wilson was
author’s great uncle. Mrs. Jane Skinner Talley told her
at Thatcher in April 1948 that Stephen Wilson was her
-.teacher at Graham in 1882.
54. Interview with M r s . Mary Johnson Judd, May 19, 1939,
Fredonia, Arizona.
The author’s mother, Mary W . Haynie, and mother-in-law,
Sarah G. Mortensen, toll vivid stories of their fears
while crossing L e e ’s Ferry.
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Lee Valley

•1

'■

-

Emma -B. Coleman taught twenty students of mixed grades
and ages at Lee Valley.

At the age of thirty she could

scarcely read or write, but she taught for thirteen years,
retiring when she was fifty-five years of age.

While raising

CC
her family she kept a book near her to study.- °

Lehi - Mesa
The Jones Company arrived at Lehi March 6, 1876.
next company from Idaho arrived September 14, 1877.

The
Their

lateness was due to being snowed in at Pipe Springs.

They

spent New Y e a r ’s with the Jones Company, and arrived
February 14, 1878, at Lehi.

They remained only a few days

and then moved up east about five miles on the bank of the
river and about two miles below where the head of the Mesa
Canal now is.

They stayed there until October.

School was taught in our own tent by my
sister Ursula Pomeroy.
We arrived at
Mesa the middle of October and started
Mesa Town November 4. Ursula Pomeroy
had obtained a certificate to teach the
first Mesa school in the building my
father had made of posts covered by weaving
.. air weeds around it.
The same year, 1878,
my oldest sister France lie Eugina Pomeroy.
Robinson taught school at Lehi, which was
the second year after we had arrived there.
In 1879 these two sisters reversed places of teaching.
In _1880 Charles I. Robinson taught the school in the first 5

55. Interview with D. Evens Coleman, Augustj 1938, Thatcher,
Arizona.
’
''
-
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post office building with an east lean-to.

In 1881 a one-

room adobe school house was built where the Lincoln School
now stand's; it was taught by George D i k e s .

In 1882 Jenne Bush

taught the school, and in 1884 M r s . McCoy and M r . Woods
taught.

When Johnson moved from Tempe to Nephi in 1884 they

had a s c h o o l . H y r u m Mortensen taught school in Mesa during
1934 and 1935.

Many of the Skousens and Kartchners are

teaching school.

When the '’Brooklyn* s" 238 colonists docked

at Yerba Buena July 31, 1846, its cargo was a press and a
font of type and more books than could be found in the rest
of the territory.

One of the ’’Brooklyn’s” passengers,

George W. Sirrine, a millwright, later became a leader in
the settlement of Mesa.
in 1935 and 1936.

Hyrum K. Mortensen taught in Mesa
..... ..........

-

Mineral Park

.
57
Mineral Park had a school in 1876.
first teacher is not known.

v

•

-

The name of the
•

-

Miramonte
Miramonte, five miles west of St. David, was presided
over by a McCall.

Bearl Neagle Mortensen was one of the

first teachers there.
*■

. .

-5
7
6

56. Interview with Frank Pomeroy at his home,in Mesa,
November 11, 1938,
57..Fish, op. •cit., p. 579. Mr. Fish is the grandfather of
... Elisa. Fish L e e :who cared for. the auth o r ’s baby son the.
three years his parents taught at Ft. Thomas.
:t
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Moccasin Springs
Moccasin Springs was settled in 1864 by William B. Maxwell.
Mrs. C. Heaton was the first teacher.

Will Heaton began

teaching the first school in 1901 in the upper story of the
old. Heaton h o m e .

While he went to Kingman to take the county

examination (which he did not pass), his wife taught for
produce.

She had no other pay for five months.
Moencopie

Hamblin turned off from San Francisco Mountains and went
to Fort Defiance, and, in the spring of 1873 one hundred
wagons under Horten Height crossed the Colorado at L e e ’s
Ferry. .They went as far as St. Joseph now is.
lished a post, Moencopie, in 1871.

They estab

John L. Blythe was there.

Early in 1872 teams frpm Utah came and got them.

In 1876

James S . Brown had his family there for a short time.

He

had a roving commission to look after Indian missionaries
in Arizona.

He had been in the Mormon Battalion, and was

the author’s ancestor.

J. S. Brown (not Captain James Brown

but a Battalion member with his leg shot off) and twelve
missionary companions left Salt Lake City October 30, 1850,
and crossed into Arizona at Moencopie.
■ Nutrioso

-

"Emma B. Coleman taught for two years at Nutrioso after 5
8

58. McClintock, op. cit.

This fact has not been proven.
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teaching in Alpine.

She bought the books for her children

when they were not able to buy them. -It was said that she

•

started more young p e ople'out in education than any other
teacher known at that time."

Colter and York located upon

the Hutrioso in 1876 and in Bush,; twelve miles from Nutrioso,
in 1877.

In the early 1920’s Elizabeth Kartchner taught

there. /

.

n ; ■ -:

.:■ '

.

Obed
"In January 1877 a school house v;as built at Obed,

and

on Monday, January 22, 1877, the first Latter-day Saint
school ever taught in Arizona was commenced there with
Phebe A. McNiel as teacher."

It was started in the new

school house, a lumber building erected in the center of the
fort.

A Sunday School was commenced in Obed on January 28, 1877.

' '

Pima

In 1879 Mrs. Harrietts Teeples taught a private school
in her own home, composed of the primary grades.

Stephen

F. Wilson taught school in a log school house in 1881, assisted
by Alfred Cluff.
which follows:

Much more detail is given in his diary,
Mrs. Lucinda Dodge Greene Gustaffsen said

she now holds a certificate which she obtained for teaching
from the University of Arizona, which was dated December 3, 1888.
She said that she thought she taught the first public school
60
in Pima, and was paid by the county. .School .was held in a5
0
6
9
59.

Fish, op. cit.
Interview with D. Evens Coleman, Thatcher, Arizona.
60. Both S. F. Wilson’s journal and the Graham County Record
disprove this.
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log house made for church and community activities, and the
books used were -those which the people had brought with them
from Utah.

She had a small blackboard on which she wrote

copy for the students to write on their slates.

There were

only a very few slates, and the students took turns using
them.

The scats were split cottonwood logs with sticks put

in holes on the underside for legs.
was used for glass.

A piece of white cloth

She was paid each quarter of three

months.

She began September 1880, and held school four

months.

She began again in the fall of 1881, and taught

five months, ending the spring of 1882.
pupils of all ages and grades.

She had about forty

In 1885 W. W. Damron, his

daughter Mary, and Stephen Wilson taught school in the new
6T
rock school house.
M r s . Elizabeth Perrin Lines of Pima knew that
S. F. Wilson taught there in January, 1882.6
62
1
On January 10, 1884, at a Priesthood meeting,
J. K. Rogers, who was presiding, read the
law regarding the building of school houses.
It was motioned by H. C. Norton and seconded
by Gilbert Webb that they build a school
house of their own and own the house here in
the ward.
The probable cost of rock was
about 8200, of lumber #300, of shingles §75,
which made a probable cost of about §1000 for
the first room.
The vote was unanimous and
a building committee was sustained.
It met
In January 11, 1884, after canvassing the
town with a total of $1300, so .they decided
to enlarge the. building to a size of 3 0 ’ by
50'.
. v
61. Interview with Mrs. Gustaffsen, August 2, 1938, Pima,
Arizona.
62. Pima Ward Record, St. Joseph Stake House, Thatcher,
Arizona.
Interview with Elizabeth Perrin Lines, August 1938,
Pima, Arizona.
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Pine

The first school was held in 1882 and was called the
first public school in Yavapai County. ..It was taught.by ;
William;Houston, and had an enrollment of twenty-five or
thirty students of all ages.®^

On January 27, 1878, the

Little Colorado Stake was made and Pine Ward was organized
in June 1878.6
646
3
5

:

••
Pine Dale

James and Willard Mortensen and father located Pine
. 65 ■ ■
'
\
■
Dale.
Record of the teacher is not definite.
■:' , : ' '; 'f ''r: v
;. ..
■ ■

Pine Top

Mrs. Emma B. Coleman taught all grades from 1893 to
1894.66

Pipe Springs
Pipe Springs was first settled by Henry W. Miller in
1863 or 1864, according to Deseret H e w s , May 24, 1865,
containing Elder M i ller’s report.

The teacher’s name was

not found.
Pomerene
L i b b i u e s T . Coons taught the first school in his home

63. Letter from Frank C • Randall, School Board Member of
Pine, March 9, 1939.
’ -,
64. Lofgreen’s Diary in Pioneer Collection.
65. F i s h , op. cit.
66. Interview with Emma B. Coleman, August, 1938, Thatcher,
Arizona.
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67
at Goonville,
in about 1895.

From 1932 to 1956

Hyrum K. Mortensen was hired to be principal of the school.
In 1959 the author taught health, music, and art, first in
the lumber building and then in the Mormon church while the
lumber building was being torn down and a new block struc
ture was being built in its place.

Elder McCall, bishop of

the Pomerene Ward,for twenty-five years and a school board
member, influenced the author and her husband to leave Mesa
and come to Pomerene.

He had known the author in Old Mexico.

Stephen F. Wilson had played violin with L. T. Coons and
taught music in Pomerene.

He visited St. David and Pomerene

while living in Pima.

Short Creek^®
Among the first public school teachers was Lizzie Ann
Nelson.

St. Thomas
Another early Mormon colony was the one
established in 1865 or 1864 on the Colorado
River in Pah-Ute County, which, in honor of
its Mormon leader, Anson Call, was named
Callville.
However, when that part of the
country was annexed to Nevada, that state
levied taxes against the land for the years
it had been a part of Arizona, although the
colonists had already paid taxes.
This
proved so great a burden that the settlers

67. His daughter, Silva C. Scott told the author on
September 6, 1958, that her father had taught the first
• school.
Pomerene was originally Robinson until
Senator Pomerene was able to give the district financial
aid.
.68. Short Creek was composed of excommunicated Mormons who
continued to practice polygamy.
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abandoned their farms, some of them going
to southern Arizona and others to Utah.
In 1865 a second colony left Utah under the
leadership of Thomas S. Smith and settled in
the same region, and named the settlement
St. Thomas.697
0
Warren Marshall Johnson was one of the first teachers,
having been called there for his health.

George Wilson

settled at St. Thomas in 1865 and taught school there until
he died May 26, 1896.

.

• '

'

Snowflake
Ann H u n t .Kartchner graduated from "The Institute1’ in
Beaver City, under Richard H o r n e .

Her father was called by

President Erastus Snow to be the first bishop of Snowflake
Ward during the spring of 1879.

She taught the first little

school in Snowflake in one of the adobe rooms a Mr. Stinson
had used for stables.
if they had the moans.

The parents paid her a small pittance
If not, then W. J. Flake paid her .

the money obtained from selling mavericks

(unclaimed cattle).

During that summer or the summer of 1880 James Stinson,

then

county judge, came to her fath e r ’s home and gave the examina
tion for teacher to Jesse N. Smith, Jr., her sisters, Ida
and May Hunt, and herself; all of them passed it successfully.
Ann Kartchner was assistant teacher under a Mr. Leslie one
x
70
year, and to Jesse N. Smith, Jr. another year.
After the
69. Robinson, Will H. The Story of Arizona, p. 323.
70. Interview with Anne Kartchner,- November 1938, Mesa,
Arizona.
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stable had been used as a school three or four months, the
new log school house was finished and dedicated by the
Christmas of 1879.
Mr. Leslie, a non-Mormon, was hired for the
first few months of the year 1880 w i t h ,
Anne11a Hunt as assistant. During the winter
of 1880 and 1881, Ida Hunt Utiall taught the ;
first months of the school, and Jessie Smith,
Jr. taught the latter part of the term.
It
was during that winter that Annie Kartchner
taught the first school in Taylor in a log
room belonging to Bishop Standiford located
on the lot north of the present Taylor Church
House. During the fall of 1881 Ida and Anne •
taught'the Snowflake School and in the spring
of 1882 they taught the Taylor school, three
or four months being as long as county funds
allowed the schools to continue.
The prin
cipal of the school during the winter of
1882-83 was Jesse H. Smith, Jr. His wife
was the assistant teacher the early part of
the term, and Anne Kartchner was the assis
tant teacher the latter part of the term.
Miss Della Fish, now Mrs. Joseph W. Smith,'
returned in the spring of 1883 from Utah
where she had both attended and taught
school, and in the late summer or early fall
of 1883 she taught her first school in Snow
flake, which was the beginning of a long
and successful career as teacher of the
...
Snowflake school.
The Hunt sisters were
Sarah Gale Mortensen*s first school teachers
in Snowflake.
The school room conditions
were surely not as conducive to study as the
ones today are.Tl
The Snowflake Stake Academy was founded, with
E. M. Webb in charge, only one week later than that of
• no
St. Johns.
It had a prominent industrial and agricultural 7
2
1

71. Interview with Thalia Kartchner, daughter of Anne Hunt
Kartchner, teacher at Mesa, in Movember 1938. . Anne
Hunt Kartchner*s sisters married David Udall as plural
wives.
72. McClintock, o p . .cit., p. 265.

t
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curriculum which was directed by Joseph Peterson.

St. David
Mrs. S. L. Curtis says
In 1879 we were called to St. David.
The
Heber Reeds and our family crossed the Colorado
River at L e e ’s Ferry and then came by the way
of the Concho and Luna Valley to St. Johns after
having camped at Brigham City for a week or
two for a visit.
From St. Johns we went over
the mountains and across the Black River to the
Gila Valley. V/e stayed there about two months
with a colony. ■ Then we came on to St. David.
We camped at the rock fort just above St. David.
Here Sister McGray and I taught the first school
in the settlement.
The school was in.Maria
McRay’s best room.
A lumber house was all the
room available.
We used tables for desks and a
board across two boxes for seats. We did not
teach advanced grades because the children were
not ready for that and then I guess we could
not have taught the advanced work anyway.
But
we did the best we could, and the children
certainly did learn.
There were from 15 to
20 children and the parents p a i d -3 dollars a
month.73 7
4
Stake President Layt o n ’s instructions were to see that
"proper facilities for public schools be afforded....Have %
the entries of your school and church affairs separate,
in order to avoid difficulties....Care should be taken to
74

establish day schools."

This statement seems most

pertinent since both church and school go hand-in-hand in
the L. D. S. Church.7 5 '

'

”

.

73. Interview with S. L. Curtis, St. David, Arizona, as
told to Mrs. George F. ,Kitt and the author.
74. President Layton’s diary--Mrs. Kitt.
75. The author’s mother, Mary W . Haynie, was at Brigham
City when the Curtis and Reed families were there. .
Later, when at Pima she traveled by wagon to visit them
in St. David.
She remembered it .as the Mormon
Battalion’s Battle of the Bulls site.

31

St* Johns

.

In St. Johns Mr. Hollister taught all the students in
one room during 1885, 1886, and 1887.
him.

76

S. D. Moore followed

At St. Johns, the St. Johns Stake Academy was founded

January 14, 1889, with John V/. Brown as its first principal
and David K. Udall as the first president of the Board.
This continued over thirty years
St. Joseph Stake Academy
St. Joseph Stake Academy, later renamed Gila Normal
College, was established in January, 1891, under instruction
that had been received over two years before from the General
Board of Education.

Its first sessions were in the Curtis

place in Thatcher then in the meeting house at Central with
Joy Dunyon as principal.

The second y e a r ’s work was at

Thatcher where the old adobe meeting house stood.

Then the

Tithing Hou s e , on land donated by Stake President Layton,
was used until the Academy was built.

Strawberry .
The school in Strawberry was constructed in 1885 and. was first taught by Mollie Birchett of Payson, Utah.

The

building was 34 x 20 with a 10-foot ceiling, 4 windows,
1 door.

and

The seats, accommodating five or six pupils each,

were made of native lumber.

The pine roof was of shingles 7
6

76. Interview with David E. Coleman, July, 1938, and 1948,
Thatcher, Arizona.
77. McClintock, op. cit., p. 265.
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which had been hand split from blocks and painted black.

78

Sunset
The first school in Sunset was taught by Levy M. Savage
during 1878 and 1879.

Class was held in the large dining

hall between the hours of breakfast and dinner.
was the main study.
as teacher.

79

Arithmetic

Thomas \V. Brookband followed Mr. Savage

In 1878 there were 19 men, 18 women, 22 girls,

and 43 boys, making a total of 102.

There were 31 dwellings,

14 by 16 feet, one dining hall 55 by 15 feet, one school
room 33 by 14 feet, and one kitchen.

In 1885 Lot Smith's

family was the only one left of what was once a flourishing
town.80

Sunset Crossing
Lot Smith wrote to the Church president on
February 9, 1877,

"Day school under the management of

Levi M. S. Savage is progressing but there is a scanty
supply of books."8^

Taylor
Anne Kartchner (Hunt) taught the first school in Taylor
in 1878, receiving county pay.

In the fall of 1881 two7
1
0
9
8

78. Frank C. Randall of the School Board at Pine.
79. Interview with Ruben W. Fuller, August 1, 1938, Thatcher,
Arizona.
80. Church Historian's Office, Salt Lake City, October 10, 1938.
81. Ibid. Martin Mortensen attended school under Savage in
February 1877.
It must have started as soon as the one
at Obed since Sunset Crossing was started a few weeks
earlier than Obed.
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oo
teachers were required, so her sister Ida Hunt assisted her. u
Janes Pearce was the first settler of Taylor on Silver Creek.
Taylor Ward was settled January 22, 1878, by eighteen families,
mostly from Panquitch and Beaver'City.

It was vacated in

1888, and some of the people went to the present site of
Snowflake on Silver Creek and purchased the Stinson Ranch.
John Kartchner'was the bishop with William J. Flake and
Albert Minnerly as his counselors.

Few improvements were

made and people continued to live in their wagons.
Thatcher
Miss Nancy E. Hendricks, now Mrs. Nancy Smith,
sister of Joanna Smith’s mother who was from
Kentucky in 1886, taught the first school in
Thatcher.
She taught ten students of ages six
to fourteen in a one-room stockade house during
October, November, and December, 1887. Miss
Hendricks was paid a small tuition by.the
parents.
The school was established as a
district and the next year. 1888, the school
was taught by Seth Jones.83
In 1925 Hyrun K. Mortensen, of Utah State Agricultural
College, met Winnie Haynie of B. C. College, Battle Creek,
Michigan, in their first year of school teaching under
Hyrum’s brother Martin Mortensen.
Thatcher they were married/

After two years at

They then moved to Ft. Thomas

where they spent the next four years teaching school.8
3
2

82. Interview with Annella Hunt Kartchner, November 1938,
Mesa, Arizona.
83. Interview with Joanna Smith, Thatcher, Arizona.
She was
the author’s friend and neighbor....
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Tubac
Bartlett writes
The preceding fall, after the place had been
again occupied, a party of Mormons in passing
through on their way to California was induced
to stop there by the representatives of the
Comandante. As an example of the uncertainty
of crops from artificial irrigation in this
country, I will mention a circumstance which
occurred at Tubac in May, 1851. We entered the
splendid village of Zodiac, a Mormon colony of
150 persons under the especial care of Elder
W i g h t ... they have been there three years.
They served us a regular New England farmer's
q .
meal.
This was in the valley of the Piedernalis.
A school district was established in Tubac in 1876
1 ''
:
-i: : . . '
with Tille Mercer as the first teacher.
The room was in
the other side of the store and bar room or saloon.

Upper Tonto
■

The Upper Tonto Ward broke up in 1881.

No record of

the first school teacher has yet been found.8
86
5
8
4

Allie

Wilson Hubbard was a teacher, and came from Upper Tonto
(above Globe), freighting to Gila Valley.

She is now living

at Bryce, Arizona, and is ninety years old.

Webb
Robert Tyler donated the ground for the Webb School
House in 1911.

Mrs. Henderson, from Clovis, New Mexico,

was the first teacher in 1912.

The one-room lumber building

which is now the Webb Rodeo building was soon replaced by

84. Bartlett,,John R.
Personal Narrative, vol. 1, p. 58,
and vol. 2, p. 314. Some say Zodiac was in T e x a s .
85. Tucson School Records.
86. Church Historian's Office, Salt Lake City, locates the
Tonto Ward as a farming section above Globe.
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the brick and plaster one now standing.

She taught one year

without pay because she was unable to get her Arizona teaching
certificate.
Miss Miner.

She was followed by the minister's daughter.
When the Whitewater school withdrew from the

community school held in Crawford’s Hall, the Webb district
also formed a district school of their own.

The building

has been used four years for the Pearce Union High School.
Wilford
Wilford was settled by people from Sunset and Brigham
City.

Because of anti-polygamous raids, they moved to

Mexico in 1885.

During the existence of Wilford a log school

house had been built by the people besides a number of
private dwellings.

When the settlement broke up the school

house was moved to St. Joseph and there was used as a private
dwelling.

Woodruff
Woodruff started in 1877.

Moencopie, 120 miles from

Sunset, was reoccupied with five families.

Bishop George

Lake and many others moved to the Gila Valley.

Winslow

sprang up near the railroad one mile from Brigham City.8
7

87. Church Historian’s Office, Salt Lake City, October 10, 1938.

CHAPTER III

''ADDITIONAL COMMENTS•
Mormon Settlements and Teachers in"Arizona
' According to Bartlett’s record, there was a Mormon
settlement at Tubac In 1852, but the settlers left In a
few months when its Irrigation supply dried up.

Bartlett’s

narrative recites that in the fall of 1851 after the place
(Tubac) had been again occupied,

a party of Mormons in

passing through on their way to California, was induced to

'

':

:

•

Cfl

stop there by the representatives of the Mexican Comandante.00
In June 1851, Lyman and Richard out of five hundred
from U t a h located San Bernardino, California; in the fall.
Mormons located at Tubac.®®

‘

•

‘

Including Smithson, doubtless they were swallowed within
the San Bernardino settlement.
came from is not clear.

Just where the Tubac settlers

There seems probability that they

were from one of the southern states, started directly for
San Bernardino, instead of via Salt Lake, in the same manner
that an Arkansas expedition went directly to the Little
Colorado settlements in later years.9®

Allec Brown with 8
0
9

88. Bartlett, op. c i t .
89. McClintock, on. c i t .
90. L.D.S. Church Chronology of Leading Events.
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Captain James Brown, his father, returned to Salt Lake City
with the sick detachment, and v;as present when Brigham Young
pointed to the temple site.

His sons, John and Jessie, went

bn with the Battalion to San Bernardino.

Captain'James Brown

was sent from Salt La]<e City to collect their pay in
California. ' He was a rich man from M i s s i s s i p p i . ^
Chip?ch chronology gives:
1867--Jan. 18, Pah-ute county claimed by
Nevada; spring, floods caused abandonment of
Beaver Dams; Oct. 1, county seat of Pah-ute
moved from Callville to St. Thomas.
1864—
March, Hamblin party parleys with Navajos;
Moccasin Springs settled; United Order
established in Brigham City, Utah, by Lorenzo
Snow; Oct., Anson Call directed to establish
Colorado River port; Beaver Dams settled by
Henry W. Miller; Dec. 2, Call party at site
of Call's landing; 18, work begun at Call's
landing.
1865--Jan. 8, first settlers at
St. Thomas on Muddy River; settlement of
St. Joseph of Muddy River, settlement on
Paria Creek; Dec., Muddy section organized
as Pah-Ute County, A r i z o n a . ■ 1871— spring,
abandonment Muddy district; Pah-ute County
abolished by Arizona Territory; Aug., Hamblin,
with Powell, oh second Colorado River trip; 1
Moccasin Springs re-settled; Moencopie made
mission post."92
In honorable place in point of seniority are to be
noted the Mormon Settlements on the Muddy and the Virgin
Rivers, particularly in the very northwestern corner of the
present Arizona and farther westward in the southernmost
point of Nevada, once a part of Arizona.

Here was the first

permanent Anglo-Saxon agricultural settlement in Arizona, 9
2
1

91.
92.

Mormon Battalion History.
L.D .S. Church Chronology of Leading Events.
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that at Beaver Dam, now k n o w n 'as Littlefield on the Virgin.
Much of the record of Arizona’s Pah-Ute County has been
lost, but we do know that school houses were built and schools
were attended there as some of the following recorded inter
views will show.

'

.

•

Mrs. Manomas,L. Gibson Andrus arrived in Salt Lake City
July 29, 1847, along with the sick detachment of the Mormon
Battalion under Captain James Brown.
took charge of the Church cattle.

She and her husband

It was called the Canaan

Herd, and from 1864 to 1876 they lived at the Canaan Ranch
at Pipe Springs near the Arizona Strip.

School was held.9
959
*
3
6

The following statement is only partially true since
tnere were Muddy River Mormon settlements in Arizona prior
to 1877;
In January 1877 a schoolhouse was built at'Obed
and on Monday, January 22, 1877, the first
L.D.S. day school ever taught in Arizona was
commenced there with Phoebe A. McITiel as
teacher, in a lumber building, in the center
of the fort.94
T. Lille Mercer is said to have been the
first school teacher at Tubac. He taught
school in the back part of Ote r o ’s store
and saloon.9°
Although Pipe Springs was bought by.the Mormon
Church in 1869, previously in 1863 two Mormon
cattlemen, McIntyre and Whitmore, had cattle
ranches there extending to the Northern Rim
of the Grand Canyon.9®

93. The Improvement E r a , July 1940.
94* Chronology of Leading Events.
Miss McNiel taught the
author in Morelos, Sonora, Mexico.
95. Dodge, Ida Flood.
Arizona Under Our F l a g .
96. Pipe Springs Record at Pipe Springs Monument.
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According to a letter written to Salt,Lake City in 1877,
Mr. Trejo and his missionaries had made Tubac their head
quarters u n t i l May 3, 1877, when they moved-to St. David in
1878.

_

.• ■ • ■••

In a recent interview at Fredonia with Warren Marshall
Johnson’s daughter, Mary J. Judd, b o r n .1872, she said that
her father had told her.that he, being a sickly man, had been
called to help settle St. Thomas on the Muddy River in 1868
by teaching school.

He taught there for several years be

fore being sent to L e e ’s Ferry in 1873 to care for the
Ferry and to teach short terms of school there in the upper
story of his rock hou s e .

There his. sixteen-year-old daughter

assisted him in teaching from a Wilson’s Third Reader, a
speller, and an.arithmetic book which had been procured from
'
'
,
og
a family who stopped over a few weeks on their,"way through".
Elizabeth Carling Colvin gave this from her Grandmother
Lydia Ann Nelson’s R e cord:
Brother Nelson was called from California to
settle the Muddy i n >1867 or 168 and we lived
here.six years....My father, Warren Marshall
Johnson, t a u g h t ;school-on-the Muddy where he •
met and: married Symanthia Nelson.98,
Mrs. Lucy Brown Johnson, daughter of John Brown, said
that her father was called to St. Joseph on the Muddy River.
She was born in 1859, and was eleven years old when she went 9
8
7

97. Interview with Mary J. Judd; daughter of Warren Marshall
Johnson, May 1939, Fredonia, Arizona.
98. Interview with Mrs. Colvin, April 1939, Short Creek,
Arizona.
The author saw Mrs. Colvin’s grandmother’s
record.
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there and attended s c h o o l . M r .

Esplain of Orderville gives

a similar account.
Letter December 16, 1870, from Prescott by
A. T. Safford states that the text books were
at Eherenberg. A letter reporting Arizona
Territory Schools 1866 to Gov. Safford gives
u s .the following information: M r s . S t e v e n s
taught a three-months’ term supported by
subscription.
1866 and ’67 Mr. Darling taught
a three-months’ term supported by subscription.
: 1867 and ’68 Mr. McCaffrey taught a two-months’
term supported by subscription.
101
April 27, 1869, closed July 20, A.D.A.
8 pupils
by S. C. Rogers.
May 3, 1869 closed June 29,
A.D.A. 7 pupils by Mrs. Ruble.
Aug. 10, 1869,
. to 1869 D e c . , A . D . A . 22 pupils, by S. C. Rogers.
Aug. 16, 1869, Opposition school for three
months.
21 enrolled, D. D. Chris. Nov. 22, 1870
and gave up Jan. 17, 1871— petered out.
Jan. 10, 1870--5 months--24 enrolled--S. C. Rogers.
July 25, 1870--5 months--20 enrolled.
Feb. 15, 1879. (W. H . S h e r m a n S u p ’t of Public
Instruction of Prescott Arizona.
Not more
than 050.00 a month has been raised by subscrip
tion.
In 1866 a small tax was assessed and
collected entitled "School Tax", but supervisors
ordered it into county budget and the schools
didn’t realize the money.
T h e ■same thing
happened again in 1868. Many families have gone
to Phoenix and enough are at Phoenix to justify
school at that place.)
Letter to Hugh McCollough, Sec. of Treas.,
Wash., D. C., from Richard McCoruch, Sec. and
Acting Governor:
Please place to m y credit with
assistant Treasurer of the United States at,
San Francisco the sum appropriated by Congress
for the purchase of a library for the Territory
of Arizona.9
102
*
0
1
9

99. Interview with Mrs. Johnson at her home in Tucson. 1939.
100. Interview with Mr. Esplain, 1939, Orderville^ Utah.
1 0 1 . .Average Daily Attendance.
102. Record Book of Letters - office of State Secretary p. 98.

CHAPTER IV
THE A U T H O R ’S PIONEER RELATIVES
Myz Husband *s Father, and Mother, Martin ,Mortensen and Sarah M . Gale
Sarah M» (Gale) Mortensen:
England,

Henry Gale

10S

of Wiltshire,

and his wife, Sarah Wills.(born on the ocean near

South Wales, Australia), had a son, James Gale, born to
them, who later married Sarah Ann Thompson, daughter.of
Ann Maria Fellows Thompson and William Thompson (of Norfolk,
England), in America, March 5, 1868, at Beaver City, Utah.
To them was born Sarah Maria Gale (my mother-in-law)
May 22, 1869, at Beaver, Utah.

on

'

•"

In November 1876, James G a l e a n d
to go to Arizona to help"settle there.

others were called
They crossed the

Big Colorado River at L e o ’s Ferry in'big flat boats and then
climbed over “L e e ’s Back Bone."

After five weeks of travel

they arrived at Sunset, Arizona, on the Little Colorado
River, where the United Order was being lived by a group of
Latter-day Saints.who had arrived a few months before under
Lot Smith.
Grandmother Sarah Ann (Thompson) Gale and Lizzie

(Gale)1
5
4
3
0

103. Martin's and Sarah M. Gale Mortensen's. Memoirs.
104. Traveled in William J. Flake's Company.
(Was later m y
Grandmother Philomena Smith’s husband.)
105. Lot Smith, director of Little Colorado River settlements,
married Aunt Diantha Mortensen.
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Kartchner> James G a l e ’s sister, worked in the big United
Order kitchen together.

Between meals in the dining room

the children were gathered together to be taught lessons by
them.

Sarah Ann Gale had been asked to teach by leader Lot

Smith.

Before this she had gathered her children and some

others from other wagons into her wagon box where she taught
them the three R ’s from any books they had brought with them
from Utah.
After a year of hard times at Sunset, William J. Flake
and James Gale went to Silver Creek, later called Snowflake,'
to look for a Ideation to build a h o m e T h e y
there Mr. Jo Stinson who owned the land.

met

After talking until

two a.m. they succeeded in buying his ranch of three square
miles for seven thousand dollars, to be paid in yearly in
stalments.

These men returned and settled accounts with the

United Order and moved their families to the new Snowflake
homes.

On October 12, 1878, William T. Gale was born, the

first baby b o m in Snowflake.

A few weeks later Lizzie

(Gale) Kartchner’s baby .girl, Elsie, was born.

School was

soon opened and the Gale children attended under the Hunt
sisters.

More of their account is given in Chapter I I I .

In 1879 Sarah Ann Gale and their children returned by
team to Beaver, Utah, with Joseph Fish.
them to return to Snowflake in 1880.

James Gale came for

In 1882 James Gale

freighted on the Gila River from Ft. Thomas to Ft. Bowie and 1
6
0

106. Interview with Sarah M. Mortensen.
with other records.

This does not agree
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Willcox and Geronimo.

107

In a few months he left for Old

Mexico because of polygamy where his daughter taught school
with Edmund Richardson.^®

It was in Old Mexico that she

met her future husband, Martin Mortensen, but more of that
is told elsewhere.
Martin Mortensen:

Martin Peterson was born in 1771 at

Haarbullo, Pristo Ant. Denmark; wife Karen, October 1766.
Peter Mortensen,

their only son of whom we have record, was

born January 28, 1860, at the same place.

He married

Helena Sanders, who was born March 8, 1808, on November 9, 1827,
at their home in Denmark.
were born to them there.

Five .sons and four daughters
Their eldest son,-Martin Pater

Mortensen, the father of Martin Mortensen, was born May 27, 1828.
The family was converted to Mormon!sm in 1855, and in 1856
sold their lands and belongings and left for Copenhagen,
where they remained until April, when they sailed for
Liverpool, England.

From here in May 1856, they all sailed

for America, except Grandfather Martin P. Mortensen, who
remained to fill a mission.

An elder of the Church promised

the family that they would all live.to reach Salt Lake Valley
alive.The

family arrived in New York on June 14, and

at Dinford, Ohio, on June 19.

From here they sailed to

Toledo, Ohio, and On June 22 they landed at Chicago, Illinois, 1
9
8
7
0

107. Fifty years later their grandson and his wife, the
author, taught four years at Ft. Thomas.
108. Interview with Sarah Mortensen, daughter of James Gale
who had two wives.
This polygamy was practiced in the
Church until 1890.
109. Memoirs of Martin and Sarah M. Gale Mortensen.
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leaving the next day for Pond Creek and arriving on June 26
at Iowa. City,- the railroad terminus.

The family could have

bought ox teams for the trip to Salt Lake Valley, but when
they were advised to take hand carts,

they did so, even

though Peter H o r t e n s e n w a s a cripple,

through an accident,

and had to ride on the cart.

They arrived in Salt Lake City

in November, 1856, having endured many hardships but without
a loss of life in the family, even though seventy-six of the.
company were buried on the way.
After three days the family was sent south to Parowan,
Utah, to make their home and living at. coopering, shoe-making,
and farming.

Soon a company headed by Jim Razor from

California brought a band of Spanish ponies which the
Mortensen brothers purchased.
Martin P. Mortensen, who had been left in Denmark on
the mission, arrived in Salt Lake City on September 15, 1859,
with his wife, Dorothea Jensen, whom he had married on board
ship on the Atlantic Ocean enroute a few weeks before arriving
on the sail ship (took eleven weeks).

They were sent to make

their home at Port Ephraim where their first baby, Diantha
Elizabeth (who later married Lot Smith), was born.

They

then moved to Gunnison where he was chosen as minute man
to ride express and to carry mail to Manti.
Margaret was born.

Here Elsie

She later became an Arizona pioneer.

She was born, in October 1867. -.k few months .later, Grandfather
Martin P. Mortensen was called to return to Denmark on another
mission.

He spent three and one-half years on this mission,
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bringing home with him two young women. Mar tine Rasmussen
and Katrina Olsen, whom he married*

In llovenber 1871, Poter

was born to the first wife, and in November 1875 Hyrum Knud
was born.

They were later Arizona pioneers *

All these

families had good homes and were prospering when in the
spring of 1875 he, with others, was called by President
Brigham Young to go to Arizona to look for places to build
homes, as many immigrants were coming- from foreign countries,
and they needed more room.
They came to Arizona by way of Pipe Springs, then on
across the Colorado River to M o e n c o p i e , ® now Tuba City.
The men soon returned to bring their families ou t .

His

eldest son Martin says:
I well remember the day we left our homes and
started for Arizona.
It was my fourteenth
birthday (October 28, 1876).
It was a hard
trip over very bad roads, which we made as.we
went along. We reached Moencopie late in
November in a big snow storm. We planted crops
and raised grain.
My sister Ellen ( who is also
the mother of Arizona teachers), was b o m here
April 29, 1879.
Mother and the children moved
up to San Francisco peaks in the summer and
made butter and cheese.
In the fall.we moved
to Sunset to the United Order under Lot Smith.
He married my sister Diantha. They and my •
parents and I went to" the St. George Temple
in November 1882, and I remained in Parowan
that winter.
In the spring I started back
to Sunset, Arizona, on horseback alone, five
hundred miles.
When nearly home I met a man
who wanted to hire me to help him gather up
his cattle.
I accepted the job at §45.00
,
0
1

110.

Biographical Encyclopedia. In 1880 John W . Young
built a small woolen mill at Moencopie, assisted by
James Gale.
Martin Mortensen built a tannery at
Millville.
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a month and board. We gathered the cattle
and drove them to Stoneman L a k e . I then
went over to the Sunset Dairy where Mormon
Lake now Is. Lot Smith was there, and he
sent me to the little town of Wilford to
work with Joe Adams for a few mon t h s •
When United Order had broken up. Father was
advised to go to Old Mexico. When we had
driven 150 miles to Springerville the cows
were stolen in the night. 'They went on to
Mexico in 1884.
The next year I took
father’s other wife, Martine, and her family
to Mexico. We waited at Central, Arizona,
to meet father.
It was here that I met Mary Damron, who was
teaching school w i t h her father, W . W . Damron.
She became my wife in May 1886.
I went back
to St. Joseph where I had a farm rented.
The:next spring I took Father’s wife, Trena,
to Central to meet Father. My wife and
I moved to Thatcher where she and her baby
girl 'died in May., I then took my mother
to Diaz, Mexico. Here I met and later
married James G a l e ’s ■daughter, Sarah M a r i a .
Our first child, Martin Mortensen, who is
now teaching at Terape College,-was born there.
Also our daughter, Lola Shumway who is an
Arizona teacher.
We then returned to the '
Gila Valley.
Three of our four sons and two daughters are
teachers and have married teachers. We feel
closely tied with the Arizona Education
System.1
112
1

My Father and His Wife, Patrick Calhoun Haynie and Mary
Brown Wilson H a ynie.
'
Captain James Brown and Wellington Paul W i l s o n :" Captain

111. W. W. Damron and Stephen F. Wilson taught school together
in Pima. Wilson had a secondary teacher's certificate.
112. Memoirs of Martin and Sarah M. Gale Mortensen.
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James Brown, author’s great great grandfather, who was in
the ^ormon Battalion was soon returned to Arizona as a
Mormon missionary to the Hop! Indians in 1847.

The author’s

great uncle, George Wilson, a member of the Mormon Battalion,
was sent to help settle the Muddy River country in 1865 by
teaching school.

Then .the author's grandfather, Stephen

Fairchild Wilson, who was a cripple, was called in 1871 to
help settle the Little Colorado River settlements by teaching
day school at Brigham City and, later, in the Gila Valley,
then on to Old Mexico and back to Arizona and Utah.

More

about him and his son-in-law, P. C. Haynie, will be told
3.13
elsewhere.
Patrick Calhoun H a y n i e :

"Pack" Haynie was born

January 14, 1856, at Flat Rock, Anderson County, South
Carolina, the fourth child of Robert B. Haynie and Emily

Jane Hall.
'
plantation.

They had slaves on their cotton and tobacco
Robert B. Haynie, Patrick’s father,

spent four

years in the Civil War, and his death in 1876 was due to his
war wounds.

In 1877 his wife, Emily Jane, and her four

children were baptized in the L.D.S. Church.
found work to assist their elder brother,
school.

The boys

Charles, to attend

Charles taught school in the south before the family

emigrated to Colorado and then to Pima, Arizona, in 1884,
where Charles encouraged school development the fifty-six

115. Told by the author’s parents and grandparents. Gales,
Mortensens, Browns,Wilsons, and Haynies.
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years he lived at Pima,

Several of his grandchildren taught

school in Arizona.
His sister, Fanny Huffaker, had a son
:
■ :
.
' ■■■: L.
, :
and a grandchild teaching. His sister, Rhoda Marshall, had
a daughter Nettie and a granddaughter Zada Lines who taught
in Arizona.

His brother Robert had a daughter Irene and

husband who also taught.

There are many other members of the

family who have taught in Arizona.

Because of the outlaw

ing of polygamy, my father, who had two wives, went to
Mexico in 1887, and remained there until he returned to
Douglas, Arizona, in 1912.
death in 1934.

He lived in Arizona until his

The author is the daughter of his second

w i f e , and his eighteenth child.
Stephen F. Wilson:

The next few pages are taken from

the author’s grandfather’s diary:
I was born September 27, 1837, in Charleston,
Cole County, Illinois.
I was the first
born of Wellington Paul.Wilson, who was
born in Burlington, Vermont in 1814, and
Elizabeth Boardman Smith Wilson, born about
1817 in Lower Canada near Kingston.
My father and mother attended the school
in the Kirtland Temple, Ohio, at the same
time as the Prophet Joseph Smith and other
early members of the Church under the
tuition of a professor from New York of
Greek and Latin in which department my
father was a student, and Professors
Sidney Rigdon and others of the grammar
and history departments of which m y mother
was a student. While attending this school
my father and mother met and formed the
acquaintance which terminated in marriage
September 1836.
Uncle George Deliverance Wilson* in the spring
of 1846 was called into the Mormon Bat
talion. -He left father in Nauvoo where w e ...
remained to assist others in crossing the
plains until our turn in 1864.
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I attended school near Winter Quarters on
the Missouri In 1847.
In July 1860, I
began teaching a three-months1 subscription
school at Carlisle, Iowa. At Des Moines,
Iowa, I voted for Abraham Lincoln.
My illness due to hardships and exposure
caused one leg to be shorter than the other.
During my illness I taught myself to play
the violin which helped me to get teaching
jobs.
After crossing the plains in 1864 I taught
a subscription day school for three months
in Grantsville, Utah.
I met and married
Hester Ann Eliza Brown who bore me a son
before her death.
In the spring of 1865
I took up a spring and summer school in
the "Fort" Grantsville.
In June 1866 I
took my baby boy to Harrisville, Utah, to
my mother who was teaching a summer sub
scription school and staying with her half
brother George Lake.
I made arrangements
for her to care for the baby while I
finished the last month of her school term.
Then I got another three-months* term as
soon as possible, fall and winter 1866-67.
I taught the first school in the new meet
ing house in the winter of *67-*68.
This
was called the 8th district instead of the
8th ward in the V/gber County Stake.
Here
I married Sarah Jane Elizabeth Brown.
On the 18th of September 1871 my appoint
ment as first Postmaster of Harrisville,
Utah, arrived from Washington, D. C ., which
office I held till April 16, 1878, when I
resigned to go on a mission to the United
Ordor in Lot S m i t h ’s Stake on the Little
Colorado River, Arizona Territory. We
arrived at Brigham City Christmas Day
noon 1878 to eat at the big table with
hundred souls.
My field of labor was in
Brigham City one and one-half miles from
'Sunset, Lot Smith’s headquarters, and my .
missionary work was teaching the day
school of one hundred and forty pupils
with'Larona Whiting as assistant.
I was
Superintendent of the Sunday School of
about one hundred fifty enrolled and
114. Cousin to first wife.
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played the violin for dances and-other
amusements, leading the Ward "and Sunday
School choirs and helping some'in the
United Order bookkeeping and was appointed
Postmaster of Brigham City as successor
to Mr. Overson about June 1. 1881, just
before the Order broke u p . U S
In June 1880 I was appointed by the United
States Census enumerator and brought in
$80.00 to the United Order at Brigham
City in four weeks.
I left the" United Order July 4, 1881, and
landed in a Mormon settlement called
Graham.
I withdrew from the United Order and moved
down the river to Curtis and in August
Bishop Joseph K. Rogers advised us to avoid
Indian trouble by moving across the river
to the Mormon settlement of Smithville, now
Pima; after teaching three months, January,
February, March, 1879, in the Order and
the next six months 1879-80 and the three
months 1880-81 I moved my family, Elbert,
Austin, and Mary E l m a , H ° to Pima,
July 1881, where I taught school in the old
log school and meeting house for three
months with one hundred forty pupils enrolled
and Alfred Cluff as assistant teacher.
Then I taught three months in the winter
of 1882-83 with about one hundred enrolled
in "Cluff*s Hall" and Peter McBride as
assistant.
Then I took the Post Office from
Sr. Harriette Teeples, April 4, 1884, resigned
1887.110 In 1888 moved to Eden, across Gila
115. This census is in the State Territorial Records in
Capitol Building.
116. Mary Elma is m y mother, now living at Mesa.
117. Saline’s thesis says Mrs. M. L. Green, later Gustafson,
claims to be the first certified teacher in the county.
Mrs. Green told me in an interview that Grandfather
taught the upper grades with her.
„
118. In an old hand-written record book entitled "School
Matters from 1882-1887" which I found.May 27, 1948, in
Office of County School Superintendent in Safford. was
the record: "Jan. 21, 1882:
County board of examiners
met and there were present G. W. Wyatt, ex-officio
chairman, and E. D. Tuttle when the, following persons
were examined: E. T. I jams, S. F. Wilson. Alfred
Cluff, Amanda Mortensen.(married Alfred d u f f ’s son
Heber), Mrs. Annie McCoy and U. Rupkey.
Certificates
of the second grade were given to E. J. Ijams, S . F.
Wilson, Mrs. McCoy" and U. Rupkey.

n
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River.
Then taught a three months term at
eighty-five dollars per month 1888-89.
Then
moved fifteen miles up to Graham opposite
Safford, Arizona, and started another
three month's term March 1, 1889, eighty
per month.
Then three months in 1889-90
at seventy-five dollars per month.
Then
my son-in-law P. C. Haynie came up from
Diaz, Chihuahua, Mexico (where he was liv
ing polygamy), and wanted me to move down
there, which.we did and 1 got there on the
fourth of May and took a two months term
for subscription school.
My wife, Angelina
Herbert Wilson, and son Elbert assisted me
in teaching.
Then I was postmaster for
President Diaz of Mexico (for three years
in the Spanish Language). I taught music
in the Oaxaca Academy in 1901.
In 1911 I
taught a family school in Logan, Utah.
My public school teaching (excepting for
private teaching during and since) extended
from 1860 to 1894.
In 1914 I visited Benson, Pomerene and
Whitewater teaching, writing and playing
music.
September 1916 I commenced giving
music violin lessons to m y twelve year old
granddaughter Winnie Haynie at her home in
Douglas .-*-19

119. Life Record of Stephen F. Wilson.
Arizona Pioneer's
Historical Society, Tucson, Arizona.
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