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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of th ie  ra p e r  i s  to Rive the  

d i f f e r e n t  s te p s  of advancem ent o f the  ev en ts  , in  a ch rono log ­

i c a l  o r d e r , th a t  led  to  the an n ex a tio n  of the  Hawaiian I s la n d s  , 

and what seemed to  be the  p r in c ip a l  m otives behind th o se  e- 

v e n t s • A nother aim i s  to  u se  so u rce  m a te r ia l  w herever i t  

was found to  be a v a i l a b l e • I t  m ight be added th a t  some of the 

m a te r ia l  used  in  the  f i r s t  c h a p te r  i s  sou rce  m a t e r i a l , and 

p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  of the  m a te r ia l  used in  the  rem ain ing  c h a p te rs  

i s  sou rce  m a te r ia l  o b ta in ed  from documents o f the  U n ited  S ta te s  

governm ent, c h ie f ly  from House E xecu tive  Document, 53 Congress ,

3 S ess io n  , V ol. I l l  , S e r ia l  No, 1294.

The f i r s t  ch a p te r  a tte m p ts  to show how 

European and American c o n d itio n s  led  to th e  d isc o v e ry  o f the 

Hawaiian I s la n d s  , and to  g iv e  the rea so n s  why th e  le a d in g  com­

m e rc ia l c o u n tr ie s  o f the  w orld became con sc io u s of the  commer­

c i a l  v a lue  of th e se  i s l a n d s . This p e rio d  f a l l s  ap p ro x im ate ly  

between th e  d a te s  o f 1778 and 1820. The second c h a p te r  r e v e a ls  

how th e  U nited  S ta te s  developed a t  an e a r ly  tim e such a f r ie n d ­

ly  i n t e r e s t  in  the  a f f a i r s  o f th e se  is la n d s  th a t  she i n t e r ­

vened in  th e i r  dom estic  and fo re ig n  a f f a i r s  , and e s ta b l i s h e d  

h e r i n t e r e s t  so s tro n g ly  upon the is la n d s  th a t  i t  predom inated 

over the  com m ercial and p o l i t i c a l  in f lu e n c e s  th e r e .  This d i s ­

cu ss io n  covers the  p e rio d  from 1820 to 1849. The th i r d  chap­

t e r  , em bracing the  p e rio d  from 1849 to 1891 , p re s e n ts  th e  f i r s t  

a tte m p ts  a t  an n e x a tio n  , and th e  p r in c ip a l  ev en ts  th a t  promoted
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