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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of thie raper is to Rive the
different steps of advancement of the events, in a chronolog-
ical order, that led to the annexation of the Hawaiian Islands ,
and what seemed to be the principal motives behind those e-
ventse Another aim is to use source material wherever it
was found to be availablee It might be added that some of the
material used in the first chapter is source material, and
practically all of the material used in the remaining chapters
iIs source material obtained from documents of the United States
government, chiefly from House Executive Document, 53 Congress ,
3 Session, Vol. I'll , Serial No, 1294.

The first chapter attempts to show how
European and American conditions led to the discovery of the
Hawaiian Islands , and to give the reasons why the leading com-
mercial countries of the world became conscious of the commer-
cial value of these islands. This period falls approximately
between the dates of 1778 and 1820. The second chapter reveals
how the United States developed at an early time such a friend-
ly interest in the affairs of these islands that she inter-
vened in their domestic and foreign affairs , and established
her interest so strongly upon the islands that it predominated
over the commercial and political influences there. This dis-
cussion covers the period from 1820 to 1849. The third chap-
ter , embracing the period from 1849 to 1891, presents the first

attempts at annexation , and the principal events that promoted
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