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Until March 1957, Pima cotton prices at the New England 
mills were below Egyptian imports, but commencing in April 
foreign extra-long staple cotton began to sell below the 
domestic product and by May 1958 the spread was more than 
fourteen cents a pound.

Lower Quotas on Foreign Imports Rejected

The SuPima association growers were convinced that 
no matter how low the domestic extra long staple was priced 
that the Egyptian government and other countries could and 
would under-price the domestic cotton in order to firm 
their currency with "hard” American dollars. The association 
tried to maintain a competitive position by seeking further 
reduction in price support from seventy-five per cent to 
sixty-five per cent (which is the 1960 ratio) of parity, 
but even with this drop the price gap was fifteen cents a 
pound.

Inasmuch as the Egyptian government set the delivered 
prices in the New England market, the SuPima officials 
determined that the only means of preserving newly-established 
markets rested with the United States government, which held 
the industry under acreage and marketing controls.

The federal Department of Agriculture, at the request 
of the SuPima association, asked for a hearing before the 
Tariff Commission and recommended that import quotas, in
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The birth of the Yuma variety was related by Doctor
Kearney before a luncheon club at Tucson on June 4, 1920,
two days after he had received the honorary degree of
Doctor of Laws from the University of Arizona for his
work in developing the Pima cotton industry in Arizona:

. . .  in 1908 a progeny row was grown from 
a plant which had been selected the year 
preceding. The plants in this row proved to 
be very different from the Mit Afifi, and 
decidedly superior in productiveness, earliness, 
and length and quality of the fiber. It was 
soon recognized that a new variety had been 
developed which was altogether distinct from 
the parent Mit Afifi, and the new variety 
was christened "Yuma.11 . . .  It was grown 
on a field scale, improved cultural methods 
worked out, and the fiber was tested by 
eastern manufacturers. The Department of 
Agriculture was at last convinced that an 
American-Egyptian cotton suitable for 
commercial production was at hand.26
In 1909, four and a half acres at Somerton in Yuma 

valley and ten acres at Sacaton were planted to the new 
Yuma variety. To test the domesticated seed in other 
localities, small plantings were made at four different 
places in the Imperial valley and at Glendale, Califor­
nia. Uniformly favorable reports were received on

°Dean D. W. Working, Egyptian Cotton in Arizona, 
(University of Arizona College of Agriculture, pamphlet), 
pp 5-6.
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CHAPTER VII.

PROBLEMS OF INFANT PIMA COTTON INDUSTRY

Even at the time that the Yuma variety of American- 
Egyptian cotton proved to have the qualities needed for suc­
cessful commercial production, the industry was far from 
established. Seventy-five farmers spread over a wide area 
had grown 375 bales of the extra-long staple in 1912, and it 
was believed to be a favorable cash crop for the Salt River 
Valley where the greatest success had been attained. The 
Southwest Cotton Committee had determined acreage returns 
were high and the fiber would not deteriorate in value because 
of the necessary long haul to markets on the eastern seaboard.

Yet for production to reach its highest potential, a 
sufficiently large acreage would be needed to pay for the 
installation of machinery for ginning, baling, and compressing 
equipment. Volume’ would be necessary to earn car-lot trans­
portation rates.^

-*-J. G. Martin, The Handling and Marketing of the Arizona- 
Egyptian Cotton in the Salt River Valley (,USDA 07fice of Markets 
and Rural Organization: November 26, 1915), p. 12. In January
1914, a Boston broker received a ten-bale trial order from a 
Fall River, Mass., mill and passed it on to the Salt River 
Valley Growers Association. The order was filled from a con­
signment to Liverpool previously sent there, saving $15 per bale 
($3 per hundredweight; $150 saving on the ten bales) and delivery 
effected sooner than if shipped from Mesa. The carlot rate 
Mesa to Galveston in 1914 was 95$ per hundredweight; the local 
rate was $2.50; to which must be added water rates to New England. 
The consignment to Liverpool, a car-lot, from Mesa to Galveston 
by freight and trans-ocean, and back to New England, cost $1.63 
per hundredweight.
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