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ABSTRACT

A d e sc rip tiv e  study was conducted to d e te rm in e  the s ta te d  

a ttitudes of re g is te re d  n u rse s  reg a rd in g  hom osexuality  and to  

a sc e r ta in  w hether th ese  a ttitu d es affected  th e ir  b eh av io r tow ard  

the hom osexual pa tien t. The sam ple  fo r th is  study co n sis ted  of 

50 re g is te re d  n u rse s  (47 women, 3 men.) en ro lled  a t the U n iv ers ity  

of A rizona C ollege of N ursing  in the  F am ily  N urse  P ra c titio n e r  

and Continuing E ducation p ro g ra m s.

The in s tru m en t u sed  w as a re se a rc h e r-d e v e lo p e d  q u estio n ­

n a ire  designed to  e lic it  dem ographic  data, a s c o re  fo r the s ta ted  

a ttitu d es and a sc o re  fo r the s ta ted  b eh av io rs .

P e a rso n  C o rre la tio n  C oefficien t was u tiliz e d  to  d e te rm in e  

the  in te rre la tio n sh ip s  betw een the sc o re s  on a ttitu d e s  and the 

s c o re s  on b eh av io rs . The re s u l ts  ind icated  a s tro n g  c o rre la tio n  

betw een th ese  s c o re s , sign ifican t a t the . 001 lev e l. The a ttitu d es  

and b eh av io rs , as e lic ited  by the q u estionna ire , w ere  m ore  positive  

than  negative.

Some of the in terven ing  v a ria b le s  of the group rev ea led  

s ta tis t ic a lly  sign ifican t c o rre la tio n s  to the s c o re s . T hese w ere  age, 

ra c e , re lig io n , educational a tta inm en t, y e a rs  of p ra c tic e , con tact 

with hom osexual p a tien ts , and understand ing  of hom osexuality .

ix



The data  a lso  showed that a v a s t m a jo rity  of the n u rse s , 

e ig h ty -six  p e rcen t, fe lt th e ir  n u rsin g  education had not p re p a re d  

them  to deal with the hom osexual pa tien t adequately . A pprox im ately  

half of the n u rse s  a lso  ind icated  they  did not have an adequate 

understand ing  of hom osexuality .



C H A PTE R  1

INTRODUCTION

"H om osexual p ra c tic e s  a re  among the m o st ancient 

m an ifes ta tio n s of hum an sexuality"  (Hooker 1972.: 11). D espite  such

h is to ry , the p rev a ilin g  attitude tow ard  hom osexuals in the U nited
*

S tates and m any o ther co u n tries  is  that of rev u ls io n  and h o s tility  

(W einberg, 1972). T here  is , how ever, evidence th a t we a re  

c u rre n tly  undergoing  a revo lu tion  in sexual m o re s  and b eh av io rs .

The num ber of sexual m essa g es  reach in g  ou r so c ie ty  is g rea t, and 

the a ttitudes tow ard  hom osexuality  seem  to re f le c t  th is  new wave of 

p e rm iss iv e n e ss  along with a ll o th er fo rm e r taboo top ics such as 

b ir th  con tro l, abortion , sexual p e rv e rs io n , and m any o th e rs . C onley 

and O 'R ourke (1973) s ta te  tha t the  p reva iling  c u r re n t  tow ard  m o re  

openness m akes fo r a c lim ate  w here  those w hose opinions, a ttitu d es  

and beh av io rs  w ere  opposite to those held  by so c ie ty , now fee l m o re  

able to openly voice th e ir  v iew s. T his freedom  allow s for an open 

sy s tem  of influence and fo rc e s  the tra d itio n a lis ts  to defend th e ir  

positions, thus giving opportunity  fo r d isc u ss io n s , c r i t ic a l  an a ly s is , 

and sh ifts in a ttitu d es .



T h ere  is  no re lia b le  evidence tha t th is  freed o m  has 

in c re ased  the incidence of hom osexuality . How ever, it does m ake 

som e fo rm s of it m ore  so c ia lly  v is ib le . T his in c re a s e s  the chances 

fo r n u rse s  as w ell as o ther health  p ro fess io n a ls  to com e in con tact 

w ith hom osexual pa tien ts  m aking it m andato ry  tha t they  analyze 

th e ir  a ttitudes tow ard  hom osexuality  and d e te rm in e  how those  

a ttitudes affect th e ir  nu rsin g  c a re .

"N ursing  has been  a le a d e r am ong the helping p ro fessio n s 

in s ta tin g  b e lie f in a h o lis tic  approach  to m an in h ea lth  and in 

illn e ss"  (K rizinofsk i 1973:674). N u rses , how ever, have not been  

com plete ly  su ccess fu l in dealing  w ith the p a tie n ts ’ sexuality  

conflic ts and p ro b lem s. N u rses , in g en era l, do not fee l com fo rtab le  

in dealing w ith the patien t who m an ifes ts  hom osexual behav io r, and 

th e ir  m ost com m on re sp o n se s  seem  to be rid icu lin g  the patien t o r 

avoiding h im  as m uch as possib le . A ccording  to Woods (1966), th e se  

re sp o n se s  re p re s e n t  the u su a l beh av io r when p e rso n s  a re  try in g  to 

m in im ize  anxiety  and in se cu rity  provoking s itu a tio n s .

The sexuality  of the patien t, w hatever fo rm  it m ay take , 

cannot be avoided if  n u rse s  a re  to give to ta l n u rsin g  c a re . T h is does 

not m ean tha t the  n u rse  needs alw ays to know the p a tien t 's  sexual 

inclination , but it does m ean th a t if  the sexuality  of the patien t is  

m an ifested , the n u rse  needs to be p re p a re d  to cope with sexual



behav io r outside the u su a l n o rm s. The f i r s t  ta sk  of the n u rse , then, 

is to a s s e s s  h e r  own values and a ttitu d es re g a rd in g  hom osexuality . 

A ccording  to K rech , C ru tch fie ld  and B allachey  (1962), only by 

knowing the a ttitu d es of people is it po ssib le  to do som ething  about 

the  p red ic tio n  and co n tro l of th e ir  behav io r.

S tatem ent of the P ro b lem  

T his study sought to answ er the  following questions: 1) W hat 

a re  the s ta ted  a ttitu d es of re g is te re d  n u rse s  in r e g a rd  to hom o­

sexuality?  And, 2) How do the s ta te d  a ttitudes com pare  to th e ir  

s ta ted  b eh av io r?

P u rp o se  of the Study 

T his study w as designed to de te rm in e  the s ta ted  a ttitu d es of 

r e g is te re d  n u rse s  in re g a rd  to hom osexuality  and to a sc e r ta in  

w hether th e se  a ttitudes a re  re f le c te d  in th e ir  s ta te d  behav io r as 

m ea su re d  by a s tru c tu re d  questio n n a ire . T h is in fo rm ation  would 

m ake n u rse s  aw are  of th e ir  a ttitu d es and b e h a v io r  tow ard  the 

hom osexual pa tien t, thus being  the f i r s t  s tep  in prom oting  b e tte r  

n u rsin g  c a re  fo r th ese  indiv iduals. The in fo rm ation  could a lso  be 

used  by ed u ca to rs  in evaluating  the  adequacy of n u rsin g  education 

in p rep a rin g  n u rse s  capable of coping with p a tien ts  who m an ifes t 

hom osexual behav io r.



Significance of the P ro b lem

B eliefs and re la te d  a ttitu d es and va lues a re  a product of 

cu ltu re  and ex p erien ces . "Sex ro le s  in A m erican  soc ie ty  can be  

view ed as co n s tr ic tin g  ones, which provide the individual with few 

a lte rn a tiv e  m odes of behav io r"  (F ra n ch e r  and Henkin 1973:672).

F o r  th is  rea so n , acco rd ing  to B rav erm an  (1973:652), "so c ie ty  

c re a te s  sp ec ia l health  p rob lem s fo r hom osexuals who, like o th er 

m in o rity  g roups, su ffe r from  the dehum anizing e ffec ts  of d is c r im i­

nation, ste reo typ ing , scapegoating , and lack  of understand ing . " 

When co n sid erin g  the s iz e  of the hom osexual group, it becom es 

apparen t tha t no o fficial fig u res  a re  available.. M ost s tud ies seem  

to e s tim a te  the incidence of hom osexuality  to be  betw een th re e  and 

four p e rcen t of the g en era l population. How ever, som e stud ies 

e s tim a te  the incidence to be as high as 15 p e rc en t. The incidence 

is  much h igher in la rg e  m etro p o litan  c e n te rs  b ecau se  hom osexuals 

tend to congregate  in such a re a s  (Goldberg, 1972).

N urses can  expect, then, tha t app rox im ate ly  the sam e 

p e rcen tage  of th e ir  pa tien ts  w ill be hom osexuals. N urses a re  

people and as such a re  p roducts of th e ir  cu ltu re  (K rizinofski, 1973), 

ye t n u rse s , as w ell as o ther health  p ro fe ss io n a ls , a re  expected to  

do m o re  than  ju s t  re a c t  as feeling  individuals tow ard  the hom o­

sexual patien t; they  a re  expected to e x e rc ise  co n tro l over th e ir



em otions and p rovide a s s is ta n c e  o r  c a re  to th e ir  p a tien ts . Som e­

tim e s , how ever, it is  im possib le  to be of help  to p a tien ts  fo r 

re a so n s  which o rig in a te  w ithin the p ro fess io n a l. N u rses m ay have 

negative o r confused fee lings about c a rin g  fo r the hom osexual 

patien t, but b ecause  of a sen se  of duty, they  continue to c a re  fo r  

that pa tien t never fully understand ing  the re a so n s  fo r th e ir  own 

behav io r. Too frequen tly  th e ir  a ttitu d es a re  tra n s m itte d  into 

behav io r which is  not conducive to the p a tie n t 's  w ell-being .

E lic iting  a ttitudes should a s s i s t  n u rse s  in understand ing  

th ese  a ttitu d es on a conscious, level and in gaining insigh t into how 

th ese  a ttitudes a re  re f le c te d  in the pa tien t c a re  w hich they prov ide  

to the hom osexual patien t.

T h eo re tica l F ram ew o rk

The th e o re tic a l fram ew o rk  fo r th is  study w as based  on the  

attitude  fo rm ation  th eo ry  taken  from  K rech et a h  (1962). A ccord ing  

to th e se  au th o rs , "a ttitu d es develop in the p ro c e ss  of want s a t i s ­

faction" (p. 181), and "m any of the a ttitudes of the individual have 

th e ir  so u rce  and th e ir  support in the group to  which the individual 

g ives h is  a lleg iance . His a ttitu d es tend  to re f le c t  the b e lie fs , v a lu e s , 

and norm s of h is  g roups" (p. 191). A soc ie ty  is  a sy s tem  of m any 

in te rconnected  g roups, and "as a m em b er of a soc ie ty , the 

individual sh a re s  in the to ta l c u l tu r e . . .  . The ty p ica l actions of



6

the m em b ers  of a group, m ake up the exp lic it c u ltu re  of the group. 

T hese typ ica l ways of acting  re f le c t  the de te rm in ing  influence of 

im p lic it reg u la to ry  p a tte rn s  - -  b e lie fs , va lues, and soc ia l 

no rm s" (p. 191).

K rech et a l. (1962:192) m ake the influence of socie ty  on 

a ttitudes c le a r  when they s ta te , "w ithin a soc ie ty  and w ithin g roups 

in a soc ie ty  m any va lues a re  sh a red . T hese  group values play an 

im portan t ro le  in the developm ent and o rgan iza tion  of the  a ttitu d es 

of the individual. "

A ccording  to K rech  et a l . , "an  a ttitude  can  be  defined as an 

enduring sy s tem  of th re e  com ponents cen te rin g  about a single 

object: the b e lie fs  about the o b je c t-- th e  cognitive com ponent; the  

affect connected with the o b je c t-- th e  feeling  com ponent; and the 

d isposition  to take  action  with re s p e c t  to the o b je c t-- th e  action  

tendency com ponent" (p. 146). In sum m ary , then , the way a 

p e rso n  responds to an object about which he has an a ttitude  is 

de te rm ined  by h is  b e lie fs  about tha t object, h is fee lings about it, 

and h is d isposition  to  respond  to it.

"M an 's so c ia l a c tio n s --w h e th e r  the ac tions involve re lig io u s  

behav io r, ways of earn ing  a living, p o litica l a c tiv ity , o r buying and 

se llin g  g o o d s --a re  d irec ted  by h is  a ttitu d es"  (K rech et a l. 1962: 

139).



"H ow ever, the num ber of any ind iv idua l's  a ttitudes is 

fin ite . He can  have a ttitudes only with re s p e c t  to  those  ob jects 

which ex is t in h is psychological w orld . In so fa r  as h is  psycho­

log ical w orld is lim ited , the kinds of a ttitudes he has w ill be 

lim ited" (K rech et ah  1962:140). T h e re fo re , n u rse s  can be 

expected to have negative o r positive  a ttitudes tow ard  the hom o­

sexual pa tien t only if  he ex is ts  in th e ir  psycholog ical w orld.

K rech  et ah  a lso  c la im  that the a ttitu d es of the individual 

a re  shaped by the in fo rm ation  to which he is exposed and tha t th e se  

a ttitu d es often lack  va lid ity  b ecau se  he is not su ffic ien tly  w ell 

in form ed. The in fo rm ation  that he does p o sse s s  is inadequate to  

re p re s e n t the e sse n tia l fac ts . "E ven if the few fac ts  that a p e rso n  

p o sse s se s  a re  su b stan tia lly  c o rre c t ,  a lack  of knowledge or 

re la te d  fac ts  can  d is to r t  the sign ificance  of h is  c o r re c t  fac ts"  (p. 188).

A ttitudes, then , have a trem endous im pact on our b eh av io r. 

C oom bs, A vila, and P u rkey  (1971) a s s e r t  the im portance  of a w a re ­

n ess  of b e lie fs , va lu es, and a ttitu d es as inev itab le  de te rm in an ts  of 

how one deals with people. T anner et ah  (1971:1289) also  p ro c la im  

the im portance  of a ttitu d es when they s ta te , "a ttitu d es  a re  p re d is ­

positions to act. W henever a se rv ic e  is p rovided to  people, such as 

tha t by n u rse s  and so c ia l w o rk e rs , a ttitudes becom e trem en d o u sly  

im portan t b ecau se  they  influence both overt and sub tle  behav io r. "



K rech e t ah  (1962) a lso  d iscu ss  the d ifficu lties in m ea su rin g  

a ttitudes and s ta te  tha t "a ttitu d es  can  be m e a su re d  only on the b a s is  

of in ferences draw n from  the re sp o n se s  of the individual tow ard  the 

o b je c t--h is  overt actions and h is  v e rb a l s ta te m e n ts  of b e lie fs , 

fee lings, and d isposition  to  ac t w ith re s p e c t to the  object" (p. 147).

T hese th e o rie s  suggest tha t a ttitudes a re  trem endously  

im p o rtan t in de te rm in ing  behav io r and tha t th ese  a ttitudes re f le c t  

the  b e lie fs  and values of soc ie ty . It is im portan t to un d ers tan d  th a t 

an ind iv idual’s a ttitudes a re  shaped by the in fo rm ation  to which he 

is  exposed since th is  concept has  g re a t im p lica tions fo r education.

D efinitions

F o r the  purpose of th is  study, the follow ing definitions w ere  

se lec ted .

A ttitude : A p red isp o sitio n  to act (T anner et a l . , 1971). An 

enduring  sy s tem  of th ree  com ponents cen te rin g  about a sing le  

object: the b e lie fs  about the object; the affect connected with the 

object; and the d isposition  to take action with re s p e c t  to the 

ob ject (K rech et a l . , 1962).

B eh av io r: The action  o r  re a c tio n  of any p e rso n  under given 

c irc u m s ta n c e s .

H om osexuality : "A p e rs is te n t  p re fe ren c e  for a sexual 

re la tio n sh ip  with a m em ber of the sam e sex. T his excludes



hom osexual b ehav io r in ad o lescen ts , which is u su a lly  tra n s ie n t, and 

in those  who a re  denied a c c e ss  to m em b ers  of the opposite sex , 

such as im prisoned  conv ic ts"  (G oldberg 1972:166).

L im ita tio n s

The lim ita tio n s  of th is  study included: '

1. , The sm a ll s ize  of the sam ple .

2. The vo lun ta ry  r a th e r  than  random  n a tu re  of the sam p le .

3. Only n u rse s  en ro lled  in co u rse  w ork  a t the U n iv ers ity  

of A rizona.

4. The type of q u estio n n a ire  s ta tem en t u sed  re q u ir in g  th a t 

the p a rtic ip an t adm it o r  re je c t  inadequacies in h e r  

a ttitu d es and b eh av io r.

A ssum ptions

1. The n u rs e 's  life  a ttitu d es a re  re f le c te d  in the patien t 

c a re  she g ives.

2. An ind iv idua l's  beh av io r is  influenced by a m ultitude of 

so c ia l and cu ltu ra l fa c to rs .



CHAPTER 2 

REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

The l i te ra tu re  reg a rd in g  hom osexuality  has becom e abundant 

in re c e n t y e a rs . L ite ra tu re  re g a rd in g  the a ttitu d es and b eh av io rs  of 

the health  p ro fess io n a ls  tow ard  hom osexuality  is m uch less  

ex tensive. The a ttitudes of physic ians reg a rd in g  hom osexuality  

have been  exp lo red  by a few r e s e a r c h e r s  (Pauly and G oldstein, 1970; 

M o rr is , 1973; Woods and N atte rson , 1967). H ow ever, the a ttitu d es  

of n u rse s  on m a tte rs  re la tin g  to  hom osexuality  do not appear to 

have been  investigated .

F o r  the p u rposes of th is  study, the l i te ra tu re  was se a rc h ed  

fo r s tud ies on the c u rre n t c lim ate  tow ard  hom osexuality , and 

m edical and nu rsing  re s e a rc h  reg a rd in g  hom osexuality .

C u rre n t C lim ate  Tow ard H om osexuality  

In c re ased  r e s e a rc h  on hom osexuality  in som e of the W este rn
' i

co u n tries  since  W orld W ar II has b een  followed by  m o re  open

d iscu ss io n  of the sub ject. In p a r t , th is  m ay be  accounted fo r by the

public ity  given to sc ien tific  investiga tions of hom osexuality  and to

d iscu ssio n s of the c o n tro v e rs ia l so c ia l, legal, m o ra l, and m en ta l

health  is su e s  re la te d  to it. A ll th e se  fa c to rs  have m ade hom osexuality

10
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m uch m o re  so c ia lly  v is ib le , and they  a lso  re f le c t  ra d ic a l changes 

in the a ttitu d es of the public and of hom osexuals.

The l i te ra tu re  rev iew  of s tud ies on hom osexuality  shows 

th a t accep tance  of the hom osexual is  in c reas in g , but that th is  

accep tance  is  not n early  com plete . W olfgang and W olfgang (1971) 

conducted a study with studen ts in an in troduction  to  psychology 

c la s s  to explore  a ttitudes v ia  so c ia l d istance  tow ard  groups with 

v a ry ing  d eg rees of accep tance . The re s u l ts  of th is  study w ere  

com piled  " . . .  ind icating  that Ss positioned  th em se lv es  c lo se r  to 

n o rm als  and h e a r t  d isease  pa tien ts  than  to m ariju a n a  u s e r s  and 

hom osexuals. The la t te r ,  who w ere  d iffe ren tia ted  sp a tia lly  even 

from  the m ariju an a  u s e rs  (p 4,« 001), w ere copiously  dam ned by 

the Ss who found them  rep u ls iv e  and d isgusting" (p. 511).

Janus and B e ss  (1973) conducted a study to  investiga te  d ru g  

abuse and sexual a ttitu d es as w ell as po litica l ra d ic a liz a tio n  and 

re lig io u s  p ra c tic e s  among a group of public school te a c h e rs  as 

com pared  with co llege studen ts. The re s u lts  ind icated  that w hile 

once hom osexuality  was view ed w ith repugnance by both educated  

and non-educated  people, p re sen tly  hom osexual behav io r is gain ing  

accep tance  and re sp e c ta b ility  am ong the "th inking C om m unity", bu t 

tha t the m ore  trad itio n a l view s of hom osexual b ehav io r a re  s ti l l  

held  by low er socioeconom ic g roups. Of the co llege  studen ts .
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48 p e rcen t approved of p e rm ittin g  hom osexual b eh av io rs  betw een 

consenting adu lts, w hile the te a c h e rs , com bining a ll groups and 

ages, approved by 62 p e rcen t.

A nother study was conducted by Conley and O 'R ourke (1973) 

with the in ten tion  of exam ining changes in a ttitude  tha t have o r a re  

o ccu rrin g  am ong u p p e rc la ssm en  on the cam pus of the U n ivers ity  of 

Illino is at C ham paign-U rbana. The m ethod chosen  to judge th e se  

changes was to a s s e s s  the a ttitu d es  of both sexes tow ard  se lec te d  

c u rre n t sexual to p ic s . On a ttitu d es tow ard  hom osexuality , the 

au tho rs found " . . .  a s ligh tly  l ib e ra l o v e ra ll view  concern ing  

hom osexuals by the studen ts as a whole" (p. 287), They explain  tha t 

"the l ib e ra l ben t can then  be in te rp re te d  'a s  expected , ' while the 

s lig h tn ess  of the tren d  ind ica tes the s tro n g  influence of trad itio n a l 

so c ie ta l no rm s on the topic" (p. 288).

M edical and N ursing  R e se a rch  

The view s of the health  p ro fess io n a l on m a tte rs  re la tin g  to 

hom osexuality  have not been  investiga ted  un til re c en tly , and even 

p re sen tly  th e re  a re  v e ry  few stu d ies . Of the r e s e a rc h  that has b een  

done, the m a jo rity  involves the m ed ica l p ro fess io n . However, som e 

of the stud ies include only a sing le  question  on hom osexuality .



Woods and N atte rson  J1967), using  75 random ly  se lec ted  

se n io r m ed ica l studen ts , a ttem pted  to a s s e s s  the s tu d e n t's  knowledge, 

the extent to which he had w orked through h is  own sexual con flic ts , 

and the deg ree  to which he had achieved an understand ing  of how h is  

own a ttitudes and b e lie fs  m ight affect h is c lin ica l behav io r. The 

re s u l ts  ind icated  tha t although hom osexuality  w as the sub ject about 

which the studen ts felt they had rec e iv e d  the m o st in s tru c tio n  and 

had m ost in c re a se d  th e ir  in te lle c tu a l understand ing  as com pared  to 

the p re -m e d ic a l school period , 45 p e rcen t fe lt they  could not w ork  

adequately  with hom osexual conflicts and anxiety .

M em bers of the O regon M edical A sso c ia tio n  w ere  asked  

about th e ir  com fort, in tre a tin g  m ale  hom osexuals and if th e ir  

a ttitudes tow ard  m ale  hom osexuals a d v erse ly  affected  th e ir  tre a tm e n t 

of such p e rso n s . M ost of the respond ing  group as a whole adm itted  

to  som e d isco m fo rt in tre a tin g  the  m ale hom osexuals. H ow ever,

100 p e rcen t of the p sy c h ia tr is ts  re p o rte d  "often" o r "alw ays" fee lin g  

com fortab le  in such situ a tio n s. N inety-eigh t p e rc en t of the 

p sy c h ia tr is ts  re p o rte d  that th e ir  a ttitudes tow ard  the m ale hom o­

sexual "se ldom " or "never"  a d v erse ly  affected  th e ir  tre a tm e n t of 

such p a tien ts . The au tho rs pointed out tha t it  m ay be difficult fo r 

som e physic ians to adm it negative a ttitudes tow ard  pa tien ts . T hey 

ap p ear to accep t the positive  re s u l ts  fo r p sy c h ia tr is ts  on the grounds 

th a t they have had g re a te r  experience  in the tre a tm e n t of
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hom osexuals and, th e re fo re , have becom e d e sen s itized  to w hatever 

av e rs io n s  they  m ay have had tow ard  such p e rso n s  (Pau ly  and 

G oldstein, 1970).

F o r t , S te iner and C onrad (1971) su rveyed  the a ttitudes 

reg a rd in g  hom osexuality  of 163 p sy ch ia tric  p ro fess io n a l th e ra p is ts  

and found that 98 p e rcen t of the responden ts fe lt it w as possib le  fo r 

hom osexuals to function e ffectively . L ikew ise , 99 p e rcen t opposed 

laws tre a tin g  p riv a te  hom osexual ac ts  betw een consenting  adu lts as 

c rim in a l. With re g a rd  to em ploym ent, 27 p e rcen t be lieved  that 

hom osexuality  should d isqualify  an individual fro m  se c u rity -  

sen sitiv e  fe d e ra l em ploym ent.

The a ttitu d es of doc to rs tow ard  hom osexuality  w ere su rv ey ed  

by M o rris  (1973). The au thor r e p o r ts ,  "the m ost s tr ik in g  fea tu re  is 

the sm a ll num ber of doc to rs who re g a rd  hom osexuality  as a d ise a se . 

The m ost popular concept is to re g a rd  the condition as an a b e rra n t 

behav io r p a tte rn , though over one th ird  co n sid er th a t som e c a se s  

a re  a n o rm al v a ria n t"  (p. 435). The au thor a lso  found that m ost 

doc to rs a re  w illing to fa ll in with the p a tie n t 's  w ishes and tha t o ffe rs  

of help and tre a tm e n t a re  availab le  on req u e s t.

One study which ind icated  the a ttitudes of nu rsing  studen ts 

tow ard  hom osexuality  was conducted by  Smith (1971). His r e s e a rc h  

w as conducted to investigate  individuals whose negative a ttitudes
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tow ard  hom osexuals m ay con tribu te  to the p rob lem s of hom o­

sexuals . The sam ple  co n sis ted  of co llege studen ts en ro lled  in  a 

psychology c la s s , but when co m p ariso n  of the groups by m a jo r w as 

c a r r ie d  out, sign ifican tly  m ore  nu rsin g  studen ts w ere  shown to be 

in the homophobic group. T his group is d e sc rib e d  as one having 

negative o r  fea rfu l re sp o n se s  to hom osexuality .

In sum m ary , the l i te ra tu re  rev iew  ind ica tes that although 

the am ount of m a te r ia l  w ritten  on hom osexuality  has becom e 

abundant in re c e n t y e a rs , s tud ies reg a rd in g  a ttitu d es  and b eh av io rs  

of the health  p ro fe ss io n a ls  tow ard  hom osexuality  and the  hom osexual 

pa tien t a re  quite lim ited . M ost of the stud ies do show a tren d  

tow ard  acceptance of the hom osexual behav io r, but they point out 

that the s lig h tn ess  of the tren d  is  ind icative  of the s tro n g  influence 

of trad itio n a l so c ie ta l n o rm s.



CH A PTE R  3

METHODOLOGY

This study was designed to de te rm ine  the s ta ted  a ttitu d es of 

re g is te re d  n u rse s  in re g a rd  to hom osexuality  and to a sc e r ta in  

w hether th ese  a ttitu d es a re  re f le c te d  in th e ir  s ta ted  behav io r. The 

re s e a rc h  was d esc rip tiv e  in n a tu re , u tiliz in g  a s tru c tu re d  

questionna ire  fo r data co llec tion . P e rm is s io n  to  conduct th is  

investigation  w as obtained fro m  the U n ivers ity  of A rizona Human 

Subjects C om m ittee  (see  Appendix A), fro m  the  U n ivers ity  of 

A rizona College of N ursing  R e se a rc h  C om m ittee and from  the 

U n ivers ity  of A rizona College of N ursing  facu lty .

T his c h ap te r d e sc r ib e s  the se lec tio n  of the sam ple , the 

developm ent of the tool u sed  to d e te rm in e  the s ta te d  a ttitudes and 

behav io r concern ing  hom osexuality , the co llec tion  of data , and the  

an a ly sis  of data .

The Sam ple

The population fo r th is  study co n sis ted  of re g is te re d  n u rse s  

with a v a rie ty  of education and experience  backgrounds attending 

continuing education c o u rse s  and the F am ily  N urse  P ra c titio n e r

16
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P ro g ra m  at the U n ivers ity  of A rizona  C ollege of N ursing. The 

sam ple  of 50 co n sis ted  of those re g is te re d  n u rse s  who vo lun ta rily  

consen ted  to  p a rtic ip a te  a f te r  the purpose of the study had been  

explained to them .

The r e s e a r c h e r  fe lt th a t such a sam ple  would give a 

c ro s s -s e c tio n a l  exam ple of n u rs e s ' s ta ted  a ttitu d es and sta ted  

b ehav io rs  reg a rd in g  hom osexuality , thus e lim ina ting  the effects 

which m ay be a sso c ia ted  with a sam ple  from  one p a r tic u la r  in s t i ­

tu tion  o r  from  a c e r ta in  a re a  of nu rsing .

R e se a rc h  Tool

T his study was d esc rip tiv e  in n a tu re  and data  w ere  co llec ted  

by m eans of a re se a rc h e r-d e v e lo p e d  q uestionna ire  a d m in is te re d  to 

re g is te re d  n u rse s  on a vo lun tary  b a s is .

The q uestionna ire  co n sis ted  of th re e  p a r ts .  The f i r s t  p a r t  

w as designed to obtain dem ographic data to be u sed  as in te rven ing  

v a ria b le s  in the  an a ly sis  of data . The second p a r t  of the qu estio n n a ire  

c o n sis ted  of nine questions designed to e lic it negative o r positive  

re sp o n se s  to hom osexuality . T hese  questions w ere  taken  fro m  ones 

u sed  by Sm ith (1971) in h is  study on Hom ophobia. P a r t  th re e  of the 

questionna ire , questions 10-17, w ere  designed to e lic it the n u rs e s ' 

s ta ted  b eh av io rs  tow ard  the hom osexual pa tien t.
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The questions w ere  designed to e lic it negative o r positive  

a ttitu d es re g a rd in g  hom osexuality  and negative o r  positive  

b eh av io rs  tow ard  the hom osexual pa tien t. The q uestionna ire  (see  

Appendix B) was p re te s te d  se v e ra l tim es and re v is e d  be fo re  the 

ac tual study began. F ace  v a lid ity  was obtained by asking  se v e ra l 

facu lty  m em b ers  to rev iew  the questionna ire  to a s s u re  that it w as 

m easu rin g  the. re q u ire d  a ttitu d es and b eh av io rs .

Data C ollection  

The r e s e a r c h e r  a rra n g e d  with the facu lty  involved to 

approach  the n u rse s  a t the end of a c la s s  p e rio d  to  explain  h e r  

s ta tu s  as a g raduate  student at the U n iversity  of A rizona  C ollege 

of N ursing  and the purpose of the study. V erb a l and w ritten  (see 

Appendix C) explanations w ere  given including: (1) the vo lun tary  

b a s is  of th e ir  partic ipa tion ; (2) the  anonym ity and confiden tia lity  

of th e ir  re p lie s ; (3) the av a ilab ility  of the r e s u l ts  fo r those w ishing  

such inform ation; and, (4) the tim e  com m itm ent n e c e ssa ry  to 

com plete  the q uestionna ire  of app rox im ate ly  10-15 m inu tes.

Those n u rse s  consenting  to  p a rtic ip a te  w ere  given the 

q uestionna ire  and asked  to com plete  it and r e tu r n  it to the 

r e s e a r c h e r  b e fo re  leaving. Since the r e s e a r c h e r  fe lt anonym ity 

w as im portan t in th is  study, and since  p a rtic ip a tio n  was on a 

vo lun tary  b a s is , no consent fo rm  was signed by the  p a rtic ip a n ts .
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It w as assu m ed  th a t consent w as given by com pletion  of the 

q u estio n n a ire .

A nalysis of the Data 

E ach com pleted  q uestionna ire  was rev iew ed  and the re s u l ts  

com piled on a raw  data sheet d e sc rib in g  the num ber of p a rtic ip a n ts  

rep o rtin g  with positive  o r negative re sp o n se s  to each of the item s 

on a ttitu d es and b eh av io rs  as re la te d  to  hom osexuality  and the  

hom osexual pa tien t. F o r sco rin g  p u rposes, on the  a ttitude 

sec tion , a 2 w as assigned  to a positive  re sp o n se  and a 4 to a 

negative re sp o n se . (Appendix B shows the breakdow n of r e s p o n s e s . ) 

T h is sco rin g  gave a possib le  ran g e  of 18 to 36. The behav io r 

sec tion  had a possib le  sc o re  of 8 to 40, since  a 1, 2, 3, 4, o r 5 

w as assigned  to "n ev e r" , "se ld o m ", " so m e tim e s" , "frequen tly" 

and "alw ays" re sp o n se s  re sp e c tiv e ly . A low sc o re  in each section , 

th e re fo re , ind icated  positive  re sp o n se s  as opposed to a high s c o re .

• D ata w ere  then  analyzed fo r c o rre la tio n s  betw een the s c o re s

on a ttitudes and the sc o re s  on behav io r. C o rre la tio n s  betw een the

sc o re s  and the in terven ing  v a ria b le s  as e lic ited  by p a rt one of the

questionna ire  w ere  a lso  analyzed.

The P e a rso n  C o rre la tio n  C oeffic ient and the analysis  of

v a rian ce  w ere  se lec ted  as the s ta t is t ic a l  too ls em ployed in in te r ­

p re tin g  the sign ificance  of the findings. The lev e l of sign ificance  

specified  fo r th is  study was . 05.



C H A PTER 4

PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS O F DATA

The data from  th is  study a re  p resen ted  in four sec tio n s . The 

f i r s t  sec tion  deals with the dem ographic data as e lic ited  by p a rt one 

of the questio n n a ire . The next two sec tions p re se n t the r e s u l ts  of 

p a r ts  two and th re e  of the questionna ire  dealing  with a ttitudes and 

b eh av io r. The final sec tion  is  the ana ly sis  of the data .

D em ographic Data

Age of P a rtic ip a n ts

The age ran g e  fo r the to ta l group of p a rtic ip a n ts  was 22-61 

y e a rs . The m ean  age fo r the group was 33. 84 y e a rs  with six ty  

p e rcen t of the to ta l group being  under 34 y e a rs  of age.

Sex of P a rtic ip a n ts

F ifty  re g is te re d  n u rse s  p a rtic ip a ted  in the study. F o r ty -  

seven  w ere  w om en and th re e  w ere  m en.

M arita l Status of P a rtic ip a n ts

S ix ty-four p e rcen t of the p a rtic ip a n ts  w ere  m a rr ie d  and

tw en ty -s ix  p e rcen t sing le . The rem ain in g  ten  p e rcen t being  m ade

up by those who w ere  d ivorced , widowed o r se p a ra te d .

20
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Race of P a rtic ip a n ts

E ig h ty -s ix  p e rcen t of the p a rtic ip a n ts  c la ss if ie d  th em se lv es  

as C aucasian . Of the rem ain in g  seven  p a rtic ip a n ts , two w ere  

M exican-A m erican , one was B lack , one was O rien ta l, and one w as 

A m eric  an- Indian. Two p a rtic ip a n ts  indicated  they  belonged to the  

"o th er"  category .

R elig ion  of P a r tic ip a n ts

F o rty  p e rcen t of the p a rtic ip a n ts  ind icated  they  a re  

P ro te s ta n t. The C atholic re lig io n  was the p re fe ren c e  of th ir ty -fo u r  

p e rcen t of the p a rtic ip a n ts  and Ju d a ism  was ind icated  by two p e rc en t. 

Six p e rcen t of the p a rtic ip a n ts  ind icated  they  have o ther re lig io u s  

p re fe re n c e s , and e ighteen  p e rcen t indicated  they  have no re lig io n .

T able  1. R elig ion  of P a rtic ip a n ts

R elig ion  N um ber P e rc e n t

P ro te s ta n t 20 40

C atholic 17 34

Jew ish  1 2

O ther 3 6

None 9 18

T o ta l  50 100
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B asic  N ursing  Education of the P a r tic ip a n ts

F ifty -fo u r p e rcen t of the p a rtic ip a n ts  re c e iv e d  th e ir  b a s ic  

education in a diplom a p ro g ram , tw enty-eigh t p e rc en t in a 

b a c c a la u re a te  p ro g ram , and eigh teen  p ercen t in an a sso c ia te  

deg ree  p ro g ram .

H ighest L evel of E ducation A ttainm ent by P a r tic ip a n ts
f

T able 2 shows that th ir ty - s ix  p e rcen t of the p a rtic ip an ts  

ind icated  th e ir  h ighest level of education obtained w as a b a c c a la u re a te  

deg ree  while th ir ty  p e rcen t ind icated  it to be  a d iplom a deg ree. T en 

p e rcen t of the p a rtic ip a n ts  had a m a s te rs  deg ree  and two p e rc en t 

had a d oc to ra l d eg ree . E ight p e rcen t of the n u rse s  had som e c re d its  

beyond th e ir  b a s ic  education but had not yet obtained the next d eg ree .

T able 2. H ighest L evel of E ducational 
A ttainm ent by P a r tic ip a n ts

E ducational A ttainm ent Num ber P e rc e n t

Diplom a D egree 15 30

Diplom a + C re d its 3 6

A sso c ia te  D egree 7 14

B acc a lau re a te  D egree 18 36

B a cca lau rea te  + C red its 1 2 .

M a ste rs  D egree 5 10

D octo ra l D egree _1 2

T o ta l 50 100
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Num ber of Y ears  in N ursing  P ra c tic e

As seen  in T able 3, the range  of y e a rs  of nu rsin g  p ra c tic e  

was from  1-40 y e a rs . The m ode fo r the num ber of y e a rs  of 

p rac tic e  fo r the to ta l group w as two y e a rs , w ith 18 .4  p e rcen t 

falling  into th is  ca tego ry . The m ean  for the group was 10.4 

y e a rs . One p e rso n  did not respond  to th is  question .

T able 3. N um ber of Y ears  in N ursing  P ra c tic e

Y ears N um ber P e rc e n t

1 4 8
2 9 18
3 1 2
4 3 6
5 3 6
6 2 4
7 3 6
8 3 6

10 5 10
14 3 6
15 1 2
16 1 2
18 2 4
20 3 6
22 1 2
25 1 2
29 1 2
30 1 2
35 1 2
40 1 2
No R esponse 1 2

T o ta l 50 100
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A reas of N ursing  and A gencies in 
which P a rtic ip a n ts  a re  Involved

T ables 4 and 5 show the v a r ie ty  of a re a s  of involvem ent by

the p a rtic ip a n ts , and the type of agencies in  which they  a re

em ployed. They show that the g re a t m ajo rity  of the p a rtic ip a n ts

a re  involved in  h osp ita l c a re  in the m e d ic a l-su rg ic a l a re a .

T able 4. A rea  in N ursing  in which 
P a r tic ip a n ts  A re  Involved

A rea  of N ursing N um ber P e rc e n t

M ed ica l-S urg ica l 19 38

C ritic a l  C are 13 26

Com m unity H ealth 5 10

O perating  Room 3 6

R ecovery  Room 3 6

E m ergency  Room 2 4

F am ily  P ra c tic e 2 4

P sy ch ia try 1 2

R adiation 1 2

No R esponse 1 2

T ota l 50 100
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T able 5. Type of Agency in which
P a r tic ip a n ts  A re  Em ployed

Agency N um ber P e rc e n t

Com m unity H ospital 35 70

C linic 3 6

N ursing  College 3 6

Public  H ealth 3 6

United S ta te s ' Serv ice 2 4

D o c to r's  Office 1 2

Student H ealth Serv ice 1 2

No R esponse 2 4 •

T o ta l 50 100

P a r tic ip a n ts ' C ontact with H om osexual P a tie n ts

Table 6 ind ica tes that six ty  p e rcen t of the p a rtic ip a n ts  fe lt 

they had had con tact with hom osexual pa tien ts  at som etim e, and 

th ir ty  p e rcen t did not know if they  had had con tac t with such p a tien ts .

T able 7 shows the frequency  of th ese  co n tac ts  as ind icated  

by p a rtic ip a n ts  who had p rev ious ^contact with hom osexual p a tien ts . 

F o rty -se v e n  p e rcen t fe lt the con tac t cam e se ldom , fifty  p e rcen t 

ind icated  it cam e so m etim es, and only th ree  p e rc en t fe lt it cam  

frequen tly .
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T able  6. C ontact w ith H om osexual P a tie n ts  
in W ork E xperience

R esponse Numb e r P e rc e n t

Yes 30 60

No 5 10

I don 't know 15 30

T otal 50 100

T able 7. F requency  of C ontact with 
H om osexual P a tien ts

R esponse N um ber P e rc e n t

Seldom 14 47

Som etim es 15 50

F requen tly 1 3

T ota l
1

30 100

N ursing  E ducation’s Adequacy

The v a s t m a jo rity  of the p a rtic ip a n ts , e ig h t-s ix  p ercen t, 

fe lt th e ir  nu rsin g  education had not been  adequate in p rep a rin g  them  

to deal with the hom osexual pa tien t, as re p o rte d  in T able 8.
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T able 8. R esponse of P a r tic ip a n ts  to Q uestion: 
Did your nu rsin g  education p re p a re  
you to deal with the hom osexual p a tien t?

R esponse N um ber P e rc e n t

Y es 7 14

No" 43  86

T ota l 50 100

P a r tic ip a n ts ' U nderstanding  of H om osexuality

As shown in Table 9, fifty-tw o p e rcen t of the p a rtic ip a n ts  

fe lt th e ir  understand ing  of hom osexuality  w as adequate, while 

fo rty -e ig h t p e rcen t fe lt it was not.

T able 9. R esponse of P a r tic ip a n ts  to Q uestion: 
Is your understand ing  of hom osexuality  
adequate?

R esponse , N um ber P e rc e n t

Y es 26 52

No 24 48

T o ta l 50 100
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N u rs e s1 A ttitudes R egard ing  H om osexuality  

T h ere  w ere  nine s ta tem en ts  designed to  d e te rm in e  the 

a ttitudes of the p a rtic ip a n ts  reg a rd in g  hom osexuality . The to ta l 

sc o re  had a p ossib le  range from  18 to 36, with a sc o re  of 18 

indicating  com plete ly  positive  a ttitu d es reg a rd in g  hom osexuality  

as opposed to a s c o re  of 36, ind icating  com plete ly  negative 

a ttitudes reg a rd in g  hom osexuality . The 50 p a rtic ip a n ts  tre a te d  as 

a group had a m ean  sc o re  of 22. 76 when a ll nine s ta tem en ts  w ere  

com bined. The re s u l ts  a re  shown in T able 10.

T able  10. T otal S cores for N u rse s ' A ttitudes 
R egard ing  H om osexuality

T otal Score N um ber P e rc e n t

18 13 26

20 6 . 12

22 4 8

24 13 26

26 7 14

28 4 8

30 3 6

32 0 0

T ota l 50 100
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T able 11 ind icates the p a rtic ip a n ts ' re sp o n se s  to  s ta te m e n ts  

reg a rd in g  hom osexuality . The data show that th re e  s ta tem en ts  

e lic ited  s tro n g  negative re sp o n se s . F if ty -s ix  p e rcen t of the n u rse s  

found hom osexual ac ts  d isgusting; six ty  p e rcen t of the p a rtic ip a n ts  , 

fe lt that a hom osexual would not m ake a good p res id en t; and, fo rty -  

eight p e rcen t of the n u rse s  ind icated  they would be  a fra id  fo r th e ir  

ch ild ren  to have a te a c h e r  who w as a hom osexual. How ever, o th er 

s ta tem en ts  show v e ry  positive  re sp o n se s . One hundred  p e rcen t of 

the p a rtic ip a n ts  fe lt that hom osexuals should not be locked up; 

ninety-tw o p e rcen t of the p a rtic ip a n ts  ind icated  they  would not m ind 

belonging to an o rgan iza tion  which had hom osexuals in its  m e m b e r­

ship; ninety-tw o p e rcen t of the p a rtic ip a n ts  fe lt they  would not be 

a fra id  to  s it  next to a hom osexual on a bus; and, ninety p e rcen t 

ind icated  they  would not be u p se t to  find th em se lv es  alone with a 

hom osexual.
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T able 11. R e g is te red  N u rses ' R esponses, C a teg o rized  as 
P o sitiv e  o r N egative, * to S ta tem en ts C oncerning  
T h e ir  A ttitudes R egard ing  H om osexuality  (N=50)

Statem ent P o s itiv e  C ategory Negative C a teg o ry
N um ber P e rc e n t N um ber P e rc e n t

1. H om osexuals should be 
locked up to p ro te c t 
soc ie ty . 50 100 0 0

2. It would be upse tting  to 
find out I was alone with 
a hom osexual. 45 90 5 10

3. H om osexuals should be  
allow ed to hold g o vern ­
m ent positions. 37 74 13 26

4. I would not want to be a 
m em b er of an o rgan iza tion  
which had hom osexuals in 
its  m em b ersh ip . 46 92 4 8

5. I find the thought of hom o­
sexual ac ts  d isgusting . 22 44 28 56

6. If law s aga in st hom o­
sexuality  w ere  e lim inated , 
the p ro p o rtio n  of hom o­
sexuals in the population 
would probably  re m a in  
the sam e. 39 78 11

*

22
7. A hom osexual could be a 

good p re s id en t of the 
United S ta tes. 20 40 30 60

8. I would be a fra id  fo r a 
child  of m ine to have a 
te a c h e r  who was a 
hom osexual. 26 52 24 48

9. If a hom osexual sa t next 
to m e on a bus, I would 
get nervous. 46 92 4 8

*The positive  ca teg o ry  r e f e r s  to re sp o n se s  which ind icate  accep tance  
of hom osexuality . The negative ca teg o ry  r e fe r s  to re sp o n se s  
which ind icate  re je c tio n  of hom osexuality . See Appendix B fo r 
c la r if ic a tio n  of positive and negative re sp o n se s .



31

N u rses ' B ehavior Tow ard the H om osexual P a tien t

P a r t  th re e  of the q u estio n n a ire  co n sis ted  of eight s ta te m e n ts  

designed to de te rm in e  the behav io r of the p a rtic ip a n ts  tow ard  the 

hom osexual pa tien t. The to ta l sc o re  possib le  had a range  from  8 

to 40, with a low er sco re  ind icating  m o re  positive  behav io r as 

opposed to a h ig h er sc o re  ind icating  m ore  negative behav io r. When 

a ll  eight s ta tem en ts  w ere  com bined, the to ta l group had a m ean 

sc o re  of 14. T hese  re s u l ts  can  be seen  in T able 12.

The re s u l ts  of the group fo r each of the s ta tem en ts  a re  

shown in  T able 13. M ost of the re sp o n se s  w ere  positive  but th e re  

w ere  a few excep tions. Twenty p e rcen t of the n u rse s  ind icated  

they would " so m e tim es"  fee l uncom fortab le  ta lk ing  to the patien t. 

T his percen tage  went up to th ir ty -e ig h t fo r bath ing  the patien t. To 

the  s ta tem en t of w anting the door of the room  to re m a in  open when 

friends of the sam e sex cam e to v is it, s ix teen  p e rcen t of the n u rse s  

chose the ca teg o ry  "so m e tim es"  and ten  p e rcen t chose the c a teg o ry  

"frequen tly " . T w enty-eight p e rcen t of the n u rse s  ind icated  they 

would "so m e tim es"  w ithdraw  if the patien t t r ie d  to touch them , w hile 

ten  p e rcen t sa id  they would "frequen tly"  w ithdraw , and fou rteen  

p e rcen t sa id  they  would "alw ays" w ithdraw .
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T able 12. T otal S cores fo r N u rse s ' B ehav io r 
R egard ing  the H om osexual P a tien t

T otal Score N um ber P e rc e n t

8 7 14

9 5 10

10 4 8

11 3 6

12 3 6

13 4 8

14 3 6

15 2 4

16 3 6

17 6 12

18 3 6

19 2 4

20 2

21 2

24 1 2

27 1 2

32 2

33 0 0

T o ta l 50 100



T able  13. R eg is te red  N u rses ' R esponses to  S tatem ents C oncerning 
T h e ir B ehavior Tow ard the H om osexual P a tien t (N=50)

Statem ent N ever Seldom Som etim es F requen tly N ever
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %

10. I would be m ore  like ly  to send 
som eone e lse  to  answ er the ca ll 
light than  answ ering  it m yself. 40 80 7 14 2 4 1 2 0 0

11. I would tend to be slow er in 
answ ering  the ca ll light as com ­
pared  to that of o ther pa tien ts . 44 88 4 8 1 2 1 2 0 0

12. I would feel uncom fortab le  when 
talk ing  with the patien t. 27 54 12 24 10 20 1 2 0 0

13. I would fee l uncom fortab le  bathing 
the patien t. 24 48 2 4 19 38 2 4 3 6

14. I would fee l uncom fortab le  when 
doing tre a tm e n ts  such as d re ss in g  
changes fo r the patien t. 35 70 10 20 4 8 1 2 0 0

15. I would want the door of the room  
to re m a in  open when friends of 
the sam e sex  cam e to v is it. 28 56 7 14 8 16 5 10 2 4

16. I would w ithdraw  from  the patien t 
if the patien t t r ie d  to touch m e. 16 32 8 16 14 28 5 10 7 14

17. I would p a rtic ip a te  in conversa tion  
with o th er n u rse s  in which d e ro g a ­
to ry  com m ents about the patien t 
w ere  m ade. 26 52 17 34 2 4 4 8 1 2
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A nalysis of the Data 

A re s e a rc h e r -d e s ig n e d  q uestionna ire  w as u tilize d  to d e te rm in e  

the s ta ted  a ttitudes and b eh av io rs  of re g is te re d  n u rse s  reg a rd in g  

hom osexuality  and the hom osexual patien t. T h ree  sc o re s  w ere  

g iven --one  fo r a ttitu d es , one fo r behav io r, and a to ta l sc o re  for both 

sec tio n s.

The P e a rs o n  C o rre la tio n  C oefficient w as u tilize d  to explain  

the in te rre la tio n sh ip s  betw een th e se  s c o re s . T h is is  p resen ted  in 

T able  14. As w as expected, the data ind icate  th a t th e re  was a high 

deg ree  of c o rre la tio n  betw een the  th re e  s c o re s , s ign ifican t a t the  

. 001 level. The data ind icates tha t th e re  is  a sign ifican t re la tio n ­

ship  betw een the a ttitudes and behav io r, as the a ttitu d es  becom e 

m o re  negative so does the b ehav io r.

T able  14. P e a rso n  C o rre la tio n  C oeffic ien ts of 
A ttitude, B ehav io r and T otal S co res 
(N=50)

A ttitude and 
B ehav ior

A ttitude and 
T o ta l

B ehav io r and 
T otal

C o rre la tio n
C oefficien t . 5526 . 8381 .9178

P ro b ab ility . 001 .001 .001
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The P e a rso n  C o rre la tio n  C oefficient w as a lso  u tilize d  in 

dete rm in ing  in te rre la tio n sh ip s  betw een the s c o re s  and the b a c k ­

ground fac to rs  of age, sex, m a r ita l  s ta tu s , ra c e , b a s ic  education, 

level of educational a tta inm en t, y e a rs  of p ra c tic e , am ount of 

contact with the hom osexual p a tien ts , adequacy of nu rsin g  p r e p a r ­

ation, and understand ing  of hom osexuality .

T able 19 p re se n ts  those  v a ria b le s  whose coeffic ien ts 

ind icated  a t le a s t  a . 05 level of sign ificance. The data showed th a t 

as the v a ria b le  of age in c re a se d , the sc o re  fo r beh av io r d e c rea se d , 

indicating  th a t o ld er n u rse s  had m o re  positive  beh av io r tow ard  the 

hom osexual pa tien t. N on-C aucasians tended to have m ore  positive  

b ehav io r s c o re s . E ducational a tta inm en t leve l in c re a s e s  w ere  

sign ifican tly  c o rre la te d  with the m o re  positive  a ttitu d es and 

b eh av io rs . The sc o re  for beh av io r becam e m o re  positive  as the 

num ber of y e a rs  in nu rsing  p ra c tic e  in c re a se d  and as the am ount 

of contact with the  hom osexual pa tien t in c re a sed . F ina lly , as the  

understand ing  of hom osexuality  in c re a sed , a ll th re e  sc o re s  

becam e m ore  positive .
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Table 15. Significant P e a rso n  C o rre la tio n  C oeffic ien ts 
of the B ackground V ariab les  and the T es t 
A reas  (N=50)

V ariab le T est A rea
C o rre la tio n
C oefficien t

L evel of 
P ro b a b ility

Age B ehavior - . 276,0 . 05

R ace B ehavior - .3 1 3 2 . 05

T otal - . 2293 .0 5

E ducational
L evel

A ttitudes -.2 8 3 3 0 01

B ehav io r - .2 3 9 0 . 05

T otal - .2 9 1 4 . 05

Y ears  of . 
P ra c tic e

B ehavior - . 2398 . 05

C ontact with Hom o­
sexual P a tie n ts

B ehav ior - . 2430 . 05

U nderstanding  of 
H om osexuality

A ttitude - .4 4 5 8 . 001

B ehavior - . 3495 . 01

- T o ta l -.4 4 1 2 . 001

T h ere  w ere  s tro n g  in te rre la tio n sh ip s  betw een  m ost of the 

individual s ta te m e n ts  in p a r ts  two and th re e  of the questionnaire  

and the s c o re s . T hese  re s u l ts  a re  shown in Appendix D.
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An an aly sis  of v a rian ce  was ru n  on the th re e  background 

fac to rs  of re lig io n , a re a  of nu rsing , and agency of em ploym ent. 

Even though no s ta tis t ic a lly  s ign ifican t data w ere  obtained, som e 

tren d s  do appear and should be m entioned. U nderstand ing  of 

hom osexuality  w as h ighest am ong the group who ind icated  "no 

re lig io n " ; th is  group w as followed by the C atho lic , the P ro te s ta n t, 

and "o ther re lig io n "  groups re sp ec tiv e ly . The sam e tren d  w as 

tru e  for the sc o re s  on a ttitudes and behav io r; the "no re lig io n "  

group obtained the m ost positive  sc o re s  follow ed by the o ther 

g roups in the  sam e o rd e r . N u rses indicating  the  h osp ita l as th e ir  

agency of em ploym ent tended to have m ore  negative a ttitudes and 

behav io r.

In sum m ary , the P e a rso n  C o rre la tio n  C oeffic ien t shows a 

sign ifican t in te rre la tio n sh ip  betw een  the sc o re  on a ttitudes and the  

sc o re  on behav io r, indicating  th a t as the s ta ted  a ttitu d es becom e 

m o re  negative so does the s ta te d  behav io r. A num ber of the b a c k ­

ground v a ria b le s  w ere  a lso  s ign ifican tly  c o rre la te d  w ith som e of 

the sc o re s .



CHAPTER 5

DISCUSSION, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

T his c h ap te r p re se n ts  the in te rp re ta tio n  of the, findings, 

followed by conclusions and recom m endations fo r fu r th e r  study.

D iscuss ion  of F indings 

The data from  th is  study ind ica ted  that the s ta ted  a ttitu d es 

of re g is te re d  n u rse s  reg a rd in g  hom osexuality  affect the s ta te d  

behav io r which they  p re se n t tow ard  the hom osexual patien t. The 

c o rre la tio n s  obtained betw een the  a ttitudes and b eh av io r sc o re s  

w ere  s ta tis tic a lly  sign ifican t at the . 001 level. The o v e ra ll 

a ttitu d es and behav io r of the re g is te re d  n u rse s , as e lic ited  by the  

questionna ire , w ere  positive . One explanation fo r  th is  finding is 

that the s ta tem en ts  w ere  s tra ig h t fo rw ard , m aking it easy  fo r the 

responden t to know which w ere  the expected p ositive  or c o rre c t  

re sp o n se s . Some stud ies have shown that th e re  is  a tendency fo r  

responden ts to m in im ize  o r deny th e ir  own indiv idual inadequacies 

(Mudd and Siegel, 1969; Pau ly  and G oldstein, 1970). The au thor 

hoped to avoid o r m in im ize  th is  p o ssib ility  by keeping the q u estio n ­

n a ire  anonym ous, but it is  p ossib le  that the re sp o n se s  w ere  m o re  

positive  than  they  m ay be in r e a li ty  b ecause  of th is  effect.

38
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A nother possib le  explanation  for th is  positive  view point 

tow ard  hom osexuality  and the hom osexual pa tien t is th a t our 

soc ie ty  has been  w e ll-s a tu ra te d  with sexual m e ssa g e s  concern ing  

ev ery  a sp ec t of hum an sexuality . T his p rev a ilin g  c u rre n t tow ard  

m o re  openness and p e rm iss iv e n e ss  m akes fo r a m o re  positive  

c lim ate  fo r the hom osexual pa tien t.

One la s t possib le  explanation  is  that the  sam ple , p e rh ap s, 

w as m ore  educated  than a random  sam ple  fro m  the nu rsing  

population. One finding of th is  study showed that as education 

in c re a sed , the a ttitudes and b eh av io rs  becam e m o re  positive . T h is 

finding is supported  by Janus and B e s s 's  (1973) study which 

ind icated  tha t hom osexual b ehav io r is  p re sen tly  gaining m ore  

accep tance  by the educated  people as opposed to the non-educated .

The data a lso  showed su b s tan tia l s ign ifican t c o rre la tio n s  

betw een  the beh av io r sc o re  and the  background v a ria b le s  of age, 

educational a tta inm en t, y e a rs  of p ra c tic e , and con tact with hom o­

sexual p a tien ts . As each of th ese  v a ria b le s  in c re a se d , the b eh av io r 

becam e m o re  positive . One explanation for th e se  findings is th a t 

exposure  to the hom osexual pa tien t tends to d esen s itize  the n u rse s  

to any a v e rs io n s  they m ay have had tow ard  such pa tien ts . The 

findings a re  com parab le  to those m ade by P au ly  and G oldstein (1970). 

They found tha t doc to rs with in c re a se d  experience  in  the tre a tm e n t 

of hom osexuals had m ost positive  re s u l ts .
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The leve l of educational a tta inm ent w as sign ifican tly  

c o rre la te d  with both the a ttitude  and behav io r s c o re s , again  

ind icating  that as education lev e l in c re a sed , the a ttitu d es and 

b eh av io rs  becam e m ore  positive . F ro m  the data one can only 

specu la te  tha t education affects a ttitu d es . T his th eo ry  is supported  

by Janus and B e s s 's  (1973) study.

As m ight be expected, an in c re a se  in the understand ing  of 

hom osexuality  was s ign ifican tly  c o rre la te d  with low er sc o re s , 

indicating  m o re  positive  a ttitu d es and b e h av io rs . The finding th a t 

fo rty -e ig h t p e rcen t of the n u rse s  did not fee l they  understood  

hom osexuality  is , th e re fo re , of im portance . T h ere  w ere no 

s ta tis tic a lly  sign ifican t c o rre la tio n s  betw een the  question  ask ing  

w hether n u rs in g  education p re p a re d  them  to deal with the hom o­

sexual pa tien t adequately  and the s c o re s . T his m ay have been  

influenced by the fac t that only seven  of fifty  p a rtic ip a n ts , fo u rteen  

p e rcen t, ind icated  that th e ir  nu rsin g  education had p re p a re d  them . 

T hese  findings have g re a t im p lica tions fo r n u rs in g  education 

b ecau se  they  ind icate  tha t p ro fess io n a l n u rse s  a re  not being 

p re p a re d  to cope with any sexual behav io r ou tside  of the u su a l 

no rm s.

A nother finding of the study ind icated  tha t those  who had no 

re lig io u s  p re fe ren c e  tended to  have m o re  positive  a ttitu d es and
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b eh av io rs . A possib le  explanation is that re lig io u s  tra in in g  

influences accep tance  of hom osexual pa tien ts .

T hose who w orked in h o sp ita ls  tended to have m ore  

negative a ttitu d es and b eh av io rs . T h is la s t  tre n d  m ay be a r e s u l t  

of the fac t that the h o sp ita l group had a low er m ean  fo r y e a rs  of 

nu rsin g  p ra c tic e .

In su m m ary , the re s u l ts  of th is  r e s e a rc h  support the 

th e o re tic a l fram ew o rk  which b a s ic a lly  s ta ted  th a t a ttitu d es d e te r ­

m ine behav io r. The re s u lts  a re  a lso  s im ila r  to  o th er stud ies in  

tha t they  show a tre n d  tow ard  accep tance  of the hom osexual 

behav io r and a p e rs is te n c e  of som e tra d itio n a l view s reg a rd in g  

hom osexuality  (Wolfgang and W olfgang, 1971; Janus and B ess ,

1973; Conley and O 'R ourke, 1973).

C onclusions

On the b a s is  of the findings of th is  study, it can  be concluded 

th a t the s ta ted  a ttitu d es of n u rse s  reg a rd in g  hom osexuality  do 

affect th e ir  s ta te d  behav io r tow ard  the hom osexual pa tien t. H ow ever, 

g re a t caution is  re q u ire d  in draw ing conclusions about the a ttitu d es 

and beh av io rs  of n u rse s  reg a rd in g  hom osexuality  fro m  th is lim ited  

sam ple  and se lec tio n  of item s. The au thor can only say  tha t as 

e lic ited  by the questio n n a ire , the a ttitudes and b eh av io rs  of the 

n u rse s  w ere  positive . Due to the  hum an tendency to m in im ize  o r
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deny inadequacies, it can be specu la ted  tha t the s c o re s  m ight have 

been  m ore  negative if tru e  re sp o n se s  could be e lic ited .

P o s itiv e  sc o re s  w ere  sign ifican tly  c o rre la te d  with the 

o ld er, non-C aucasian , and "no re lig io n "  g roups. In c re a se s  in the  

leve l of educational a tta inm en t, y e a rs  of nu rsing  p ra c tic e , con tac t 

with hom osexual pa tien t, and understand ing  of hom osexuality  w ere  

a lso  sign ifican tly  c o rre la te d  with positive  s c o re s .

The study a lso  showed th a t the n u rse s  fee l th e ir  nu rsing  

education  did not p re p a re  them  to deal adequately  with the hom o­

sexual pa tien t. A pproxim ately  ha lf of the n u rse s  ind icated  they  

s t i l l  did not have an adequate understand ing  of hom osexuality .

C om petent and to ta l pa tien t c a re  by a g rad u a te  p ro fess io n a l 

n u rse  is expected  by a ll. It should not m ake any d ifference  if the  

patien t happens to be a hom osexual. C u rricu lu m  content m ust, 

th e re fo re , be planned to fac ilita te  the developm ent of com plete 

nu rsing  c a re  fo r the hom osexual pa tien t.

As s ta ted  p rev iously , g re a t cau tion  is re q u ire d  in draw ing 

conclusions from  th is  lim ited  sam ple  and se lec tio n  of item s. The 

study is not defin itive but r a th e r  ex p lo ra to ry  and h e u ris tic . 

Obviously, b ro a d e r  sam pling  and m o re  item s in each  sec tion  of 

the q uestionna ire  a re  req u ire d . The re s u l ts  su g g est probable  

a re a s  of sign ificance  fo r fu r th e r  re s e a rc h .



43

R ecom m endations

The recom m endations b a sed  on th is study a re  the 

following:

1. A la rg e r  study using  a random  sam ple  from  the n u rs in g  

population should be  c a r r ie d  out to v e rify  the findings.

2. A s im ila r  study should be c a r r ie d  out using  two types 

of questions. One dealing with the n u rs e 's  a ttitudes 

and behav io r and the o ther dealing with the n u rs e 's  

p e rcep tion  of a ttitu d es and behav io r of "m ost n u rse s " . 

T h is would explore  the tendency of the responden ts to 

m in im ize  o r deny th e ir  own inadequacies and to 

p ro jec t them  onto "m o st n u rse s" .

3. A s im ila r  study using  observation  as the m ethod fo r 

data co llec tion  should be c a r r ie d  out to  verify  the 

findings.

4. Specific c u rr ic u lu m  content concern ing  both knowledge 

and a ttitudes reg a rd in g  hom osexuality  should be 

im plem ented  to p re p a re  p ro fess io n a l n u rse s  capable of 

p roviding to ta l pa tien t c a re  to the hom osexual pa tien t.

5. Specific content concern ing  both knowledge and a ttitu d es  

reg a rd in g  hom osexuality  should be included in in se rv ic e  

and continuing education  p ro g ram s.



C H A PT E R  6

SUMMARY

The purpose  of th is  study w as to de te rm in e  the a ttitudes of 

re g is te re d  n u rse s  re g a rd in g  hom osexuality  and to a sc e r ta in  

w hether th ese  a ttitu d es affected  th e ir  behav io r tow ard  the hom o­

sexual pa tien t. The p rob lem  of the study is  s ign ifican t since an 

in c re a se d  wave of p e rm iss iv e n e ss  tow ard  m any fo rm e rly  taboo 

topics has m ade hom osexuality  m o re  so c ia lly  v is ib le . T his 

in c re a se s  the chances for n u rse s  to w ork with hom osexual pa tien ts  

m aking it n e c e ssa ry  th a t they analyze th e ir  a ttitu d es and d e te rm in e  

how th ese  a ttitudes affect th e ir  nu rsin g  c a re  to th ese  p a tien ts .

The fram ew o rk  fo r the study was b ased  on a ttitude  th e o r ie s . 

A ttitudes have a trem endous im pact on our beh av io r and d e te rm in e  

how one deals with people. A ttitudes, then, becom e trem endously  

im portan t w henever a se rv ic e  such as nu rsin g  is provided to 

people.

Although the l i te ra tu re  reg a rd in g  hom osexuality  has becom e 

abundant in re c e n t y e a rs , l i te ra tu re  reg a rd in g  a ttitu d es and 

beh av io rs  of the health  p ro fess io n a ls  tow ard  hom osexuality  is quite 

lim ited . S evera l s tud ies which looked at the c u rre n t  c lim ate  tow ard
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hom osexual b eh av io r and a t the m ed ica l and n u rs in g  re s e a rc h  on 

the topic w ere  rev iew ed .

The sam ple  co n sis ted  of 50 re g is te re d  n u rse s  (47 wom en,

3 men) en ro lled  at the U n ivers ity  of A rizona C ollege of N ursing  in  

the F am ily  N urse  P ra c ti tio n e r  and Continuing E ducation  p ro g ra m s . 

T h e ir  ages ranged  fro m  21 to 61 y e a rs , with a m ean  age of 33. 84 

y e a rs  of age.

The in s tru m en t used  w as a re se a rc h e r-d e v e lo p e d  q u estio n ­

n a ire  con sis tin g  of th re e  p a r ts . P a r t  one was designed  to obtain  

dem ographic data to be used  as in te rven ing  v a ria b le s  in the 

an a ly sis  of data. P a r t  two co n sis ted  of nine s ta te m e n ts  e lic itin g  

positive  o r negative re sp o n se s  to hom osexuality ; and, p a rt th re e  

co n sis ted  of eight s ta tem en ts  designed  to e lic it  the n u rse s ' 

s ta ted  b eh av io rs  tow ard  the hom osexual pa tien t.

P e a rs o n  C o rre la tio n  C oefficient was u tiliz e d  to de te rm ine  

the in te rre la tio n sh ip s  betw een  the s c o re s  on a ttitu d es  and the 

sc o re s  on b eh av io r. The re s u l ts  ind icated  a s tro n g  c o rre la tio n  

betw een th ese  s c o re s , sign ifican t a t the .001 leve l. The a ttitu d es 

and b eh av io rs , as e lic ited  by the  questionna ire , w e re  m ore  

positive  than  negative.

Some of the in te rven ing  v a ria b le s  of the group rev e a le d  

s ta tis tic a lly  sign ifican t c o rre la tio n s  to the s c o re s . T hese w ere :
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age, ra c e , re lig io n , educational a tta inm ent, y e a rs  of p rac tic e , 

con tact with hom osexual p a tien ts , and understand ing  of 

hom osexuality .

The data a lso  showed th a t a v a s t m a jo rity  of the n u rse s , 

e ig h ty -six  p e rcen t, fe lt th e ir  nu rsin g  education had not p rep a red  

them  to deal with the hom osexual pa tien t. A pproxim ately  half 

of the n u rse s  a lso  ind icated  that they did not have an adequate 

understand ing  of hom osexuality .

F indings from  th is  study should prove helpful to n u rse s  who 

w ork  with hom osexual pa tien ts and to nu rsing  ed u ca to rs  who a re  

re sp o n sib le  fo r the education of p ro fess io n a l n u rse s  capable of 

coping with sexuality  of pa tien ts  tha t m ay lie  outside of the u su a l 

n o rm s. Specific content concern ing  both knowledge and a ttitudes 

reg a rd in g  hom osexuality  should be im plem ented  in nu rsing  

education, in se rv ic e , and continuing education p ro g ram s.

The r e s e a r c h e r  recom m ends additional s tu d ies  using a 

la rg e r  re p re se n ta tiv e  sam ple  and a re v ise d  q u estio n n a ire .



A PPEN D IX  A

LETTER OF PERMISSION FROM THE UNIVERSITY 
OF ARIZONA HUMAN SUBJECTS COM M ITTEE

Ja n u a ry  21, 1975

Ms. E lia  P ineda  
C ollege of N ursing  
Cam pus

D ear Ms. P ineda,

Thank you fo r subm itting  a re v ise d  consen t fo rm  and a 
q uestionna ire  fo r your p ro jec t en titled  "Stated A ttitudes and 
B ehav io rs of R e g is te red  N urses R egard ing  H om osexuality . "
The Human Subjects C om m ittee  approves th is p ro je c t effective 
Jan u a ry  20, 1975.

The Human Subjects C om m ittee  is availab le  to  co n sid er 
any p rob lem s which nriight a r is e  with re g a rd  to  the u se  of hum an 
su b jec ts , and fu r th e r  you a re  adv ised  that any changes fro m  the  
p ro ced u res  p roposed  in your p ro jec t as approved re q u ire  rev iew  
by  the C om m ittee . You m ust a lso  re p o r t  to the C om m ittee any 
physical o r psychological in ju ry  to the su b jec ts  which re s u lts  fro m  
th e ir  p a rtic ip a tio n  in the p ro jec t.

If we can be of fu rth e r  a ss is ta n c e  in th is  o r o ther m a tte r s , 
p lea se  feel f re e  to ca ll o r w rite . (F o r fu tu re  re fe re n c e , your 
p roposa l has been  assigned  file  num ber 223.)

/ s /  Thom as W eaver, P h .D .
C ha irm an
Human Subjects C om m ittee
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A PPEN D IX  B

QUESTIONNAIRE ON STATED ATTITUDES AND 
BEHAVIORS REGARDING HOMOSEXUALITY

PART I:

■Age: ______________________ __________________________________

Sex: F______ M_____

M arita l S tatus: Single M a rr ie d D ivorced  Widowed____

S epara ted  O ther________________________________

R ace: C aucasian  B lack  M ex ican -A m erican  O rien ta l _

A m erican  Indian O ther__________________________________

R eligion: C atholic P ro te s ta n t Jew ish____

O ther (P lease  specify)______ _____________________None_____

In what type of p ro g ram  did you re c e iv e  your b a s ic  nu rsing  education?

Diplom a A sso c ia te  D egree  B. S .________

What was the h ighest level of education o r d eg ree  ob tained?_________

N um ber of y e a rs  in nu rsing  p ra c tic e : .____

A rea  of nu rsing  in which you a re  involved: 

Type of agency in which you w ork:____ ___

48
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In your w ork experience  do you have con tact with hom osexual 
pa tien ts  ?

Y es No I don 't know

If yes, how often? Seldom Som etim es 1 F req u en tly

Did your nu rsing  education p re p a re  you to deal with the hom osexual 
pa tien ts

A dequately? Yes No_____

Is your understand ing  of hom osexuality  adequate?  Y es No

PART II:

P le a se  ind icate  if you ag ree  o r d isa g ree  with the following 
sta tem en ts  by m ark ing  the p ro p e r colum n.

A gree  D isag ree

1. H om osexuals should be locked up to
p ro tec t soc ie ty . N* p**

It would be upse tting  for m e to find out 
I was alone with a hom osexual. N

3. H om osexuals should be allow ed to hold
governm ent positions. P  N

I would not want to  be a m em ber of an 
o rgan iza tion  which had any hom osexuals 
in its  m em b ersh ip . N

I find the thought of hom osexual ac ts  
d isgusting . N

6. If laws ag a in st hom osexuality  w ere
elim inated , the p ropo rtion  of hom osexuals
in the population would probab ly  re m a in
about the sam e. P  N
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A gree  D isag ree

7. A hom osexual could be a good p res id en t .
of the United S ta tes. P  N

8. I would be a fra id  for a ch ild  of m ine to
have a te a c h e r  who was a hom osexual. N

9. If a hom osexual sa t next to m e on a
bus, I would get nervous. N

* - N egative R esponse tow ard  hom osexual p e rso n .
** - P o sitiv e  R esponse tow ard  hom osexual p e rso n .
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P A R T  III:

P le a se  ind icate  your re sp o n se  to the following s ta tem en ts  by 
m ark ing  the p ro p er colum n. T hese s ta tem en ts  should be 
answ ered  using  the following stem :
If I w ere ca rin g  fo r a hom osexual patient:

10. T would be m ore  likely  to send som eone 
e lse  to answ er the ca ll light than 
answ ering  it m yself.

11. I would tend to be slow er in answ ering  
the ca ll light as com pared  to that of 
o th er p a tien ts .

12. I would feel uncom fortab le  when talking 
with the patien t.

13. I would feel uncom fortab le  bathing the 
patien t.

14. I would feel uncom fortab le  when doing 
tre a tm e n ts  such as d re s s in g  changes 
for the patien t.

15. I would want the door of the room  to 
rem a in  open when friends of the sam e 
sex  cam e to v is it.

16. I would w ithdraw  from  the patien t if the 
patien t tr ie d  to touch m e.

17. I would p a rtic ip a te  in co n v ersa tio n  with 
o th er n u rse s  in which d e ro g a to ry  
com m ents about the patien t w ere  m ade.



A PPE N D IX  C

LETTER  OF EXPLANATION FOR PARTICIPATION 
IN A STUDY MEASURING REGISTERED NURSES' 

ATTITUDES AND BEHAVIORS 
REGARDING HOMOSEXUALITY

D ear P a rtic ip a n t:

I, E lia  P ineda, R„N„, am  conducting a study of the a ttitu d es  
and b eh av io rs  of re g is te re d  n u rse s  reg a rd in g  hom osexuality . The 
m ain  purpose of th is  study is to  co llec t data to de te rm in e  what the 
a ttitu d es of n u rse s  a re  and how th ese  a ttitudes affect th e ir  b eh av io r. 
Hopefully, th is in fo rm ation  w ill help n u rse s  gain  som e insight 
reg a rd in g  th e ir  a ttitudes and b eh av io rs  tow ard  the hom osexual 
pa tien t and thus help im prove the c a re  that they  a re  able to p rov ide 
fo r th ese  people.

P a r tic ip a tio n  is on a vo lun tary  b a s is  and it involves c o m ­
pleting  a q uestionna ire  containing som e b io g rap h ica l data concern ing  
y o u rse lf, and a num ber of sh o rt s ta tem en ts  concern ing  your 
a ttitudes and b eh av io rs  tow ard  hom osexuals. A pproxim ately  10 to 
15 m inutes of your tim e w ill be re q u ire d  to com plete  the q u estio n n a ire .

■ A ll confiden tia lity  w ill be in su red , and your nam e is not 
req u ire d . A ll data w ill be coded and the com pu ter ana ly sis  w ill be 
c a r r ie d  out on grouped data, not on individual re sp o n se s .

You a re  fre e  not to an sw er p a r tic u la r  questions, and you m ay 
w ithdraw  from ' the study at any tim e . The in v es tig a to r w ill be a v a i l­
able to answ er any questions you m ay have.

If you consent to p a rtic ip a te  in th is  study  as outlined above, 
p lease  com plete  the a ttached  questionna ire .

Thank you.

E lia  P in ed a
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A PPE N D IX  D

SIGNIFICANT PEARSON CORRELATION 
COEFFICIENTS BETW EEN INDIVIDUAL 

STATEMENTS AND THE SCORES

Statem ent A ttitude B ehavior T o ta l
Q  P m >!< C* p** q  x- p  >:<>!<

1 NS NS
2 . 5369 .001 . 5950 . 001 . 6453 . 001
3 .4149 .001 NS NS
4 . 3727 . 004 . 2289 .050 . 3274 . 010
5 . 8028 . 001 . 4847 . 001 . 6997 . 001

6 .4331 . 001 NS .3473 . 007

7 . 7534 .001 NS .4988 . 001
8 . 7234 . 001 . 5204 . 001 . 6852 .001
9 .4514 . 001 .4864 . 001 . 5334 . 001

10 .4154 . 001 . 6307 . 001 . 6108 . 001
11 . 2927 . 020 . 6084 . 001 . 5377 . 001

12 . 5081 .001 . 7722 . 001 . 7475 . 001
13 . 4130 .001 . 7488 . 001 . 6869 .001

14 . 2804 . 024 . 6489 .001 . 5583 . 001
15 .3912 . 002 .7161 . 001 . 6551 . 001
16 .4382 .001 . 7555 .001 . 7033 . 001

17 NS .3779. . 003 . 3236 . on
^ C o rre la tio n  

^ P ro b a b i l i ty  
>:<*>:<Not Significant

(N=50)
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