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Traveling by sea kayak, Ceiridwen Terrill and her husband 
Bruce visited several lesser known islands in the southwest 
to evaluate the problem of invasive species. In her words, 
islands are excellent places for exploring the problem of 
invasive species because their native plants and animals are 
highly specialized, isolated organisms, often few in number, 
and highly susceptible to the negative effects of introduced 
species. Invasive species increase rapidly on islands because 
their natural predators are not there to keep them in check. 

Terrill tours various islands in the southwest and Mexico, 
both actual islands and self-containted habitat communities. 
Beginning with Nevada's Anaho Island, and continuing 
on to Ash Meadows and Death Valley, Midriff Islands in 
the Sea of Cortez and Anacapa and Santa Cruz Islands in 
California, Terrill takes an in depth look at the damage 
resulting from invasive species. Two of the books chapters 
are dedicated to plant invaders and two explore the impacts 
of invasive animals. All these islands are at different stages 
of invasion by exotic species and all are accessible to readers 
(although to travel to Anaho one has to volunteer to help 
with the bird count). 

In the course of this study the author writes that she has 
learned "that invasive species haven't just outcompeted 
natives for nutrients, space and water. They can also change 
fire regimes, alter stream courses, prevent native plants 
from regenerating, negatively affect human health and local 
economies, and in some cases, become the subject of intense 
emotional debate in nearby communities. Terrill claims to 
be a journalist but is also a fine biologist and ecologist. She 
presents the multifaceted problems of trying to eradicate a 
species once it is established. The logistics of eradication is 
just part ofthe problem. She describes the actions of Animal 
Rights groups thwarting the attempts of ecologists in the 
belief that they are doing the right thing. 

Terrill discusses that there is often a gray area in invasive 
species management. She cites the blue gum eucalyptus 
trees planted in the Channel Islands in California in 1850. 
The eucalyptus tree harms certain ecological functions but 
enhances others. This species provides habitat for monarch 
butterflies whose California migration path might have been 
eliminated due to human population growth and felling of 
native trees. In the case of the eucalyptus the National Park 
Service has decided on a compromise. The seedlings are 
weeded out and the mature trees are left alone. 

Also in the 1850s, white settlers introduced the pig - a 
mix of the European wild boar and domestic breeds - for 
husbandry and hunting on the Santa Cruz Island. The pig 
population exploded, rooting up native plants and destroying 
archaeological sites ( Chumash Indians). These pigs attracted 
the golden eagle to the islands. Once the golden eagles 
started hunting on the islands they discovered the island fox. 
This small native fox hunted during the daytime and was 
much easier prey for the golden eagles than the pigs. Even 
though the pigs and the island foxes could co-exist, the pigs 
presence caused the decimation of the island fox population 
by attracting the golden eagle. 

The author maintains that the field of invasion ecology is 
still mainly confined to specialists. To overcome the chasm 
between scientists, animal rights groups and the general 
public there is a need for all to understand what an invasive 
species can do to a native ecosystem. The public should know 
the ugliness of the process of eradication and the suffering 
of the individual animals introduced to a foreign ecosystem. 
Terrill's book, with its well researched and well expressed 
examples is a good place to begin this understanding. 
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Plants from the Edge of the World begins on October 13, 
1987 with the most violent and destructive storm to be seen 
in England for over 250 years. The effects of the storm 
on Kew Gardens and Wakehurst Place, Kew's country 
garden, were extensive. Kew lost 800 mature trees and 
the estimate at Wakehurst Place was over fifteen thousand 
trees. Champion trees, scientifically unique trees, and other 
historically important trees were among the losses. These 
trees had been nurtured by generations ofhorticulturists and 
enjoyed by millions of visitors. 

Kew Gardens displays a wide geographic spectrum of 
temperate trees. In assessing the loss, it started to become 
apparent that despite the extensive collections there were gaps 
and omissions from several sections of the world, specifically 
the extreme edge of eastern Asia. The storm had resulted in 
physical gaps in the gardens which could provide space for 
new material. Thus from the storm a plant collecting program 
was developed which would target areas of the world which 
were underrepresented in Kew's collections. 

Mark Flanagan and Tony Kirkham set off for South Korea in 
1989, Taiwan in 1992, and the Russian Far East and Sakhalin 
Island in 1994. Tony alone completed the last leg traveling 
to Hokkaido, Japan in 1997. The two plant explorers related 
their adventures in the first person present, an effective 
method for involving the reader in their exotic and at times 
nerve wracking travels. As with all travelers, food and 
accommodations were frequent topics. The two were game 
to most everything but couldn't quite manage the hae chang 
kuk in South Korea - a bowl of eel heads, complete with 
the teeth, staring out of a broth of congealed blood and rice. 
Their accommodations ranged from adequate to less, once 
sleeping in a guest lodge in Taiwan to be awakened by rats 
perched at the foot of their sleeping bags! They realized why 
their guides had chosen the top bunk beds. 

The authors set the scene in the exotic and remote places 
they explore, making the reader feel the tension, the cold, 
the fatigue but most of all the adventure of the places they 
are exploring. The four trips contributed 1223 accessions to 
the collections at Kew and Wakehurst Place, comprising 426 
different species and varieties. This is a wonderful tale of 
botanists' dedication and will make anyone who ever visits 

Kew look more appreciatively on the gardens and the 
dedication that went into making them. 

Mark Flanagan is Keeper of the Gardens in Windsor Great 
Park, where he is responsible for the world-renowned Savill 
and Valley Gardens as well as the gardens at Frogmore (the 
resting place of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert) and Royal 
Lodge. He has traveled extensively in search of hardy plants, 
with visits to Turkey, eastern Asia, western Canada, and the 
western United States. Mark is married and has two children; 
they live in a house in the woods in Windsor Great Park. 

Tony Kirkham is Head of the Arboretum and Horticultural 
Services at the Royal Botanic Garden, Kew, where he 
cares for the existing heritage landscape and woody plant 
collections and maintains the integrity and development of 
the living scientific plant collections. This latter responsibility 
has been the impetus for plant collecting trips to Chile, 
South Korea, Taiwan, the Russian Far East, western China 
and Japan; many of the trees now growing in the collection 
originate from seed collected on these trips. He is married 
with two children and lives in London. 

FLANAGAN 
and 

TONY 

KIRKHAM 


