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The Svalbard Global Seed Vault opened in February 2008. The 
concept of the vault is to ensure genetic diversity of the world's 
food crops. The facility is entirely underground except for the en
trance. Seeds from around the world have been shipped to Sval
bard two to three times a year since the vault opened. 

In October 2012, more than 25,000 seed samples from 17 different 
countries arrived in Svalbard for storage in the seed vault. This lat
est seed shipment from Brazil, Burundi, Chile, Mali and Mongo
lia, among other countries, brought the total number of seed types 
in the vault to more than three quarters of a million. 

Among the boxes of seed deposited in October was a lone box of 
66 accessions of desert legume seeds from the Desert Legume Pro
gram. In 2011, the Desert Legume Program became the third U.S. 
organization to deposit seed in the Svalbard Global Seed Vault. 
Seventy-six accessions were included in the first deposit. The new 
deposit represents all new accessions to the vault. 

Contributions to the vault must be food crops, food for aboriginal 
populations, or have definite uses for humankind. Since all of the 
DELEP accessions are from non-cultivated species, it is necessary 
to document the potential or historic use for each accession. 

All accessions contributed to the Svalbard Global Seed Vault must 
be backed up in a second seed bank. All DELEP material sent to 
Svalbard is also backed up at the National Center for Genetic Re
sources Preservation in Fort Collins, Colorado. DELEP staff will 
soon begin planning which accessions to include in the 2013 de
posit to Svalbard. 

DELEP Box Number 2 on shelf in the Svalbard 
Global Seed Vault (Ola Westengen, NordGen) 

Simon Jepp ofNordGen unloads seed contributions at the 
Svalbard Global Seed Vault. (Paul Hermansen) 

Seed shipments from around the world are being taken into the 
vault (Paul Hermansen) 

Ola Westengen and Svalbard staff deliver seed boxes to the Svalbard Global Seed 
Vault. (Paul Hermansen) 


