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ABSTRACT

Chao P 'u held high government positions for almost thirty years 

at the beginning of the Sung dynasty, and was Prime Minister for nearly 

half of that time. He was a master of the art of political maneuvering 

and took advantage of the circumstances surrounding Sung T ! ai-rtsung' s 

succession to the throne to further his own career, After T ’ai-tsung 

murdered his brother T 1ai-tsu and usurped the throne, he, together with 

Chao P1u, forged a document known as the oath of the golden casket, 

which was intended to show that T fai-tsu had named T f ai-tsung as his 

successor, thus legitimizing T ’ai-tsungfs claim to the throne, As a 

result of this collaboration, Chao P 1u ? s.position and influence within 

the government were greatly enhanced.

Several years after T ’ai-tsung became emperor, he and Chao P ’u 

collaborated again, this time with the purpose of exterminating their 

personal enemies,. On the basis of trumped-up charges of usurpation,

T !ai-tsung and Chao P'u brought about the banishment and death of both 

T 'ai-tsu’s younger brother, T ’ing—mei, whom;T ’ai-tsung perceived as a 

threat to his own position, and Chao P ’u ’s personal enemy in the 

government, Lu To-hsun.

vi



CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

In the last half of the T ’ang dynasty there were a number of 

political and military changes which greatly affected the history of 

the next few centuries. Foremost among these changes was the rise of

Originally employed to protect the border regions, the independent 

power of these armies and their commanders grew rapidly. One of the

to launch a revolt against the T'ang in the mid-eighth century and for 

a while he gained control of the capital. In the suppression of this 

rebellion the T'ang government was forced to rely on the military 

power of other Regional Commandants. This resulted in an even greater 

expansion in their numbers and power to the point that, after the 

reign of T'ang Hsien-tsung (806-820), they numbered seventy-seven and 

controlled as much as half of the country. Many paid no taxes to the

1. Translations of bureaucratic titles in this study generally 
follow E. A. Kracke, Translation of Sung Civil Service Titles, 
(Materiaux pour le manuel de 1'histoire de Song, Paris: Ecole Pratique
des Hautes Etudes, 1957) and Chang Fu-jui, Les fonctionnaires des Song, 
index titres (Materiaux pour le manuel de 1'histoire de Song, Paris: 
Mouton, 1962).

the professional armies and the Regional Commandants

Regional Commandants, An Lu-shan ?  lU , became powerful enough

1
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central government, nor were they subject to its authority in other 

matters; they were in fact sovereign within their own territories.*

The disintegration and final collapse of the T'ang were due in 

large part to the growing power of these Regional Commandants. Subse

quently, the Five Dynasties period saw a succession of usurpations 

carried out by one military leader after another, each attempting to 

extend his area of control to all of China. One of them, Chao 

K'uang-yin (5 J f^  , finally succeeded, and in 960 established

the Sung dynasty.

Because of the long-established position of the Regional

Commandants and the fifty-year-plus tradition of usurpations, Chao

K'uang-yin, known to history as Sung T'ai-tsu, faced two major problems

in the establishment of a strong dynasty. These were the necessity of

wresting military and economic power away from the Regional Commandants
2and the need to secure a legitimate line of imperial succession.

One of T'ai-tsu's advisors, Chao P'u tW ^  , was extremely in

fluential in the handling of both of these problems. Although not the 

intellectual type of scholar-official that later came to dominate Sung

1. There were Regional Commandants who were still under the 
control of the central government and also those who were allied to the 
T'ang, in addition to those who were independent. For a discussion of 
the rebellion of An Lu-shan and the subsequent rise in power of the 
Regional Commandants see C. A. Peterson, "Court and province in mid- 
and late T'ang," chapter 8 of Denis Twitchett, ed., Sui and T 'ang China 
589-906, Part 1 (Denis Twitchett and John K.Fairbank, general eds.,
The Cambridge History of China, Vol. 3, Cambridge, 1979) pp. 464-560.

2. Curtis Chung Chang, "Inheritance Problems in the First Two 
Reigns of the Sung Dynasty," Chinese Culture 9 (Dec. 1968), 10-12.
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policies.  ̂ Chao P'u had a keen political intellect. T'ai-tsu relied 

heavily on him in dealing with the problem of the Regional Commandants. 

Early in his reign, the emperor initiated five policies to centralize 

military and economic power and put an end to the threat of the 

Regional Commandants: 1) he removed all of the current generals from

their posts and replaced them with new ones; 2) he apportioned the 

Palace Army by sending units to the frontier areas, simultaneously 

instituting a regular system of transfers to avoid strong ties of 

loyalty between troops and commanders; 3) he provided the current 

Regional Commandants with residences and positions in the capital and 

sent out central government officials to administer their former terri

tories; 4) he established the investigative office of Prefectural Vice- 

administrator iEL , and had them report directly to himself; 5) and

he put tax collection in the hands of the central government rather than
2the local governments. All of these policies originated from Chao P'u.

But it is in regard to the problem of a legitimate line of 

succession that Chao P'u was most influential. His role in the 

succession problems of the first two Sung emperors was, moreover, 

closely tied to the fortunes of his own career. P'u had a talent for 

political self-preservation; he was skilled in riding the crest of

1. In fact, he was rather poorly educated. See Chapter 2, 
Biography of Chao P'u from the Sung History, p 37.

2. Lin Jui-han, Chung-kuo t'ung-shih, (Taipei: San min,
1973) II, 112-113.



state affairs to further his own career, Thus, he was able to manipu

late for his own gains many of the events surrounding both T 'ai-tsung1s 

own accession to the throne and his selection of a successor.

There have been several studies done, mostly in Chinese, on the 

problem of succession in the first two reigns of the Sung. All of

these have focused almost exclusively on the role of T 'ai-tsung in the

shaping of events» The purpose of this study is to examine Chao P ’u's 

influence in state affairs and his manipulation of these affairs to 

further his own career. In order to provide a quick overview of P'u's 

entire career and to show the traditional representation of his 

character, a translation of his biography from the Sung History is 

given in Chapter 2. '

Two related events were most important in P'u's career and in 

the succession problems in the early Sung; chapters 3 and 4 are con

cerned with these events. The•first of these has come to be known as 

,rthe oath of the golden casket,M and involved the line of succession 

following T ’ ai-tsu<, The second. was the forced death of the younger 

brother of both T ’ai-tsu and T 1ai-tsung, a death forced by T ’ai-tsung 

so that he could pass the throne on to his own‘son» Chao P ’u played a

key part in both of these events•



CHAPTER 2

THE LIFE OF CHAO P'U

The official biography of Chao P'u, translated here from the 

Sung History, was compiled by an imperial commission under the leader

ship of T ’o T'o in the Yuan dynasty. In writing Chao P'u's bio

graphy the compilers of the Sung History drew on many sources that are 

no longer extant. Foremost in importance among these were the Veritable 

Records 'm ĵf< for the reigns of Sung T'ai-tsu and T'ai-tsung, which 

were records of daily court activities, and the State History lf£} El for 

each of these reigns.* Also important for the early years of Chao P'u's

career was a book entitled Fei lung chi fi, g£j , an account of
2T'ai-tsu's accession to the throne written by Chao P'u in 960.

Besides these works which have been lost, the only other pri

mary source for information on Chao P'u is a tomb inscription written

1. These are all listed in T'o T'o, et al., Sung-shih yi-wen- 
chih (Wang Yun-wu, ed., Ts'ung-shu ch'eng ch'u-pien, Vols. 9, 10, Shang
hai: Commercial Press, 1936), 2:27. (Hereafter cited as SSYWC). In 
citing books which utilize the traditional Chinese chuan and page num
bers, the following procedure is used: the number which precedes the 
colon designates the chuan, that which follows it designates the page; 
the letters a and b are used to indicate the front and back sides, 
respectively, of the page.

2. SSYWC 2:41. See also Ssu-k1u ch'uan-shu tsung-mu t'i-yao 
(Shanghai: Tung-fang t'u-shu-kuan, 1926), 52: 31a. Hereafter this will 
be cited as SKTY.

5



for him by Tai-tsung.* This was included in a collection of tomb in

scriptions of famous officials edited by Tu Ta-kuei 'fc2"' Tv. i±. and en

titled Ming-ch1 en pei-chuan yuan-yen-chi & E. ^

This book is not listed in SSYWC, but it is possible that the tomb 

inscription was included in the Veritable Records or the State History 

and thus available to the compilers of the Sung History. Like all 

funerary inscriptions, this one is primarily laudatory and includes 

biographical and genealogical information. It is thus important as the 

earliest source on the life of Chao P'u.

Among the abundant secondary sources on the life of Chao P'u 

there are three that are most significant. A lengthy biography of Chao 

P'u is included in the Tung-tu shih-lueh, ^ ^  , written by Wang

Ch'eng of the Southern Sung sometime before 1163.^ This book was possibly 

begun by Wang Ch'eng's father, who had participated in a revision of the

1, It is also possible that T 'ai-tsung had someone else write 
it in his name.

2. The actual date of compilation of this book is not known; 
the preface is dated 1194. It is included in Chao T'ieh-han, ed., Sung- 
shih tzu-liao ts'ui-pien, 1st edition (Taipei: Wen hai, 1967). Here
after this collection will be cited as SSTLTP. The text of Chao P'u's 
tomb inscription which is included in this edition is incomplete. The 
full text is found in Hung Yeh, comp., Yuan Yen Chi Abridged (Harvard- 
Yenching Institute Sinological Index Series, Supplement No. 12, Taipei:
Ch'eng-wen reprint, 1966), 1: la-3b. Hereafter this work will be cited 
as YYCA. This edition was based on a more complete Sung dynasty copy 
and is made up of material which had been left out of previous editions

3. For the date of this book see Wang Ch'eng, Tung-tu shih- 
lueh (SSTLTP edition), foreward ( t tn  ), p. 2. Hereafter this book
will be cited as TTSL. For Chao P'u's biography see TTSL 26: la-7a.



Veritable Records in 1132-33, and thus had access to all of the original 

sources.  ̂ The SKTY authors commended this book as a useful supplement

to the Sung History and as a source to correct many of the errors in the
2History. Chao P’u's biography in the Tung-tu shih-lueh is considerably 

more detailed than that in the Sung History, but there are few sub

stantial differences concerning major incidents in his life.

There is also much information on Chao P'u, although not in the 

form of a biography, in the Hsu tzu-chih t1 ung-chien ch 1 ang-pien f:. ^

I a M  i££ T< , written by Li T'ao , and presented to the

throne in four parts between 1163 and 1174.^ This is the most valuable 

source for checking the Sung History account. Li T'ao generally followed 

the Veritable Records but in his commentary cited many other sources and 

gave his judgment on the authenticity of the official accounts given in 

the State History and Veritable Records. Like the Tung-tu shih-lueh, 

this work provides many details not included in the Sung History, and 

is especially useful because of Li T'ao's judicious comments.

1. TTSL, foreword, p. 1.

2. SKTY, 50: 13a.

3. The edition of this book used in this study is that in
cluded in Yang Chia-lo, ed. , Chung-kuo hsvieh-shu ming-chu, kuo-shih hui- 
pjLen, nos. 1, 2 (Taipei: World Book Co., 1961). Hereafter this book
will be cited as HCP. For the dating of the HCP see SKTY 47: 96a, b. 
The SSYWC also lists a biography of Chao P'u written by Li T'ao and 
entitled Chao P'u pieh-chuan, but apparently it was lost early since it 
is not included in the SKTY.



A third work which merits discussion is the Su-shui chi-wen

' fs aL ftijof Ssu-ma Kuang a compilation of anecdotes

covering the period from 960 through 1070. The date of this book is
2uncertain, but it was probably written between 1068 and 1077. Part of
3it was already lost by the time of the compilation of the SKTY. But

in what remains there are many stories concerning Chao P'u.

These three works, the Tung-tu shih-lueh, the Hsu tzu-chih

t'ung-chien ch1ang-pien, and the Su-shui chi-wen have been used as the

major checks against the authenticity of the Sung History for this 
4study. While for the most part there is agreement among all of the 

sources, there is a great deal of confusion concerning two events— the 

affairs of the "oath of the golden casket", and the death of T'ing-mei, 

the younger brother of T'ai-tsu and T'ai-tsung. These events will be 

taken up in detail in chapters 3 and 4.

1. The edition used in this study is that in Yang Chia-lo,
ed., Tseng-ting chung-kuo hsiieh-shu ming-chu, tseng-pu pi-chi hsiao-shuo 
ming-chu, 1st edition, Vol. 6 (Taipei: World Book Co., 1962). Hereafter
it is cited as SSCW.

2. SKTY 140: 47b.

3. SKTY 140:47b. The SSYWC had listed the Su-shui chi-wen in 
32 chuan (SSYWC 2: 35), but by the time of the compilation of the SKTY 
there were three different editions extant, one of 10 chuan, one of two 
chuan and one of 16 chuan plus an appendix of one chuan. The compilers 
stated that although the number of chuan was different the contents were 
for the most part the same. The edition of 16 chuan was chosen by the 
compilers of the SKTY. They eliminated many duplications occurring in 
the 9th to the 13th chuan.

4. There are also biographies of Chao P'u in many other works 
from the Sung and the Ming. For a list of the ones consulted for this 
study see the List of References.



Biography of Chao P'u from Che Sung History
9

manChao P'u ^  [912-992], styled Tse-plng -f" , was a

of Chi xy.|j of Yu-dhou  ̂ The Later T'ang commander of Yu,

Chao Te-chung ^  f® [died c. 9 3 5 employed troops in successive years 

and the peoples' strength was exhausted. P'u's father, Hui ,

gathered the clan and moved to Ch' ang-shan nj? lL\ and again moved to Loyang 

in Honan. P'u was very calm, sincere, and of few words. A powerful 

clan of Chen-yangS^ the Wei family, gave a daughter to him as wife.

At the beginning of the Hsien-te reign period [954-959] 

of the Later Chou dynasty, the Regional Commandant s? j^-of Yung-hsing 

Military Prefecture ^  ^  , Liu Tz'u |6j[c. 890-955]^ made [Chao 

P'u] an Assistant ^  . Tz'u died and left a memorial recommending 

P'u to the court. Shih-tsung t£ ^   ̂ employed troops above the 

Huai , T'ai-tzu plucked Ch'u-chou B , and the Prime Minister

1. T 'o T 'o , et al., Sung shih (Peking: Chung-hua shu-chu, 
1977), XIII, 256: 8931-41. Hereafter this work will be cited as SS♦
The standard dynastic histories are all cited in the Chung-hua shu-chu, 
Peking edition. The following procedure is used for citation: the
Roman numerals indicate the volume number; the Arabic numbers preceding 
the colon designate the chuan, and those following it are the page 
numbers.

2. For this and all other important place names see Fig. 1,
Map of Early Sung China, p. 10.

3. Biography in Ou-Yang Hsiu, Hsin wu-tai-shih (Peking: Chung- 
hua shu-chu, 1974), III, 72: 893-94. Hereafter cited as HWTS.

4. No biography available.

5. His biography is in HWTS II, 50: 567-68.

6. An emperor of the Later Chou dynasty during the period of 
the Five Dynasties, he reigned from 954-959. For the annals of his 
reign see HWTS I, 12: 117-24.



^v-CHou

y
/

0 HO fan CHlvCf. KRlFeHSUM/N CHE.
o C>,0u

L-°-y/in$

CH'Eri’CH'lfiO

hq'W n $
° .CHOUSuiu4

H U A I  g;

H  U A I - N A M

L

\

W u -  

y O E H

y*i-cHou

rap
° f  E*'hSun8 China



11

Fan Chih -XL [911-964]* recommended P'u as a Staff Supervisor 

'jp % • Hsuan-tsu J?  ̂ lay sick in Ch1 u-chou and P'u

served him with medicine and nutritious foods morning and night.

Because of this Hsuan-tsu treated P'u as part of the ancestral clan. 

T'ai-tsu once spoke with him and considered him a rare [man]. One 

time more than a hundred robbers were seized and then abandoned to the 

execution ground. P'u suspected that there were [among them] those 

without guilt and beseeched T'ai-tsu to make a judicial investigation 

of [the case] and those of the captured who were saved alive were many. 

Huai-nan if? being pacified, [P'u] was rotated to fill the vacancy 

of Staff Supervisor of Wei-chou . T'ai-tsu was in charge of

T 'ung-chou as Regional Commandant and made [P'u] Assistant to

the Regional Commandant . [T'ai-tsu] was [later] transferred

and controlled Sung-chou , and memorialized to make Chao P'u

General Secretary 5 jftj .

T'ai-tsu had attacked in the north up to Ch'en-ch'iao t''?) .

[Having had too much] wine he lay in his tent while all the soldiers 

shouted their support of him. P'u and T'ai-tsung pushed open the door,

1. His biography is in S£ XIII, 249: 8793-96.

2. Sung T'ai-tsu's father. His name was Chao Hung-yin
For biographical information see Sj> I, 1: 1-2.

3. The character I have translated as "to consider rare" is “4' . 
In the tomb inscription written by T'ai-tsung for Chao P'u, the 
character ^  , "to measure his capacities" is used. See YYCA 1: la.
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entered and reported [this to him]. T ’ai-tsu stretched and slowly 

arose and all the soldiers put on their armor and bared their swords, 

shouted out and crowded under [his] standard. When [T'ai-tsu] received 

the abdicated position, in order to reward meritorious effort, [he] 

bestowed on [P'u] the authority of Right Policy Critic Advisor 6

f<. , and [P'u] also filled the post of Academician of the Bureau

of Military Affairs JL .
* 1 

When the emperor attacked Li Yun y- [928-960] , he ordered

P'u and Lu Yu-ch'ing o [c. 928-976]^ to remain in the capital

city. P'u desired to be one of his retinue, and T'ai-tsu laughed and 

said: "Do you excel in the use of armor?" He followed in the pacifi

cation of Shang-tang ±_ ^ , was promoted to the positions of Vice

Minister of the Ministry of War Sf and Assistant Commissioner

of Military Affairs av , and had conferred upon him a

mansion. In the third year of Chien-lung [ 962] he was awarded 

[the offices of] Commissioner of Military Affairs and

Honorary Grand Protector

In the second year of Ch1ien-te [964] Fan Chih BH, ^  and 

others, three ministers, resigned their offices on the same day. P'u 

was made Executive of the Chancellery J- ^  , Minister of the

1. Li Yun had been an official under the Later Chou dynasty.
At this time he joined with the former Prefect of T'ai-yuan, Liu Chun

, in a rebellion against T'ai-tsu. See Li Yun's biography, S£
XX, 484: 13,970-75.

2. Biography in SS XIII, 263: 9098-99.
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Affairs of State ‘ff ^  and Senior Academician of the Chi-hsien 

Library lfx ^  X  • The Secretariat-Chance 1 lery had no chief

ministers to sign rescripts, so P'u spoke of it. The emperor said:

"If you just forward the rescripts, can I sign them for you?" P'u 

said: "This is simply an official duty, it is not an affair of the

emperor." [The emperor] ordered the Han-lin Academicians to investi

gate the facts and Tou I ^  4;% [914-966]^" said: "Now the emperor's

younger brother oversees Kaifeng and is concurrently a Minister of the 

Affairs of State; he already hag the responsibility of a great minister." 

[The emperor] ordered [the rescript] to be signed in order to confer 

[the Prime Ministership] on P'u. Having been awarded the Prime Minister

ship, the emperor regarded [P'u] as his left and right hands, and in 

all affairs whether large or small he listened to P'u's decisions.

This day P'u was simultaneously [appointed] Director of the Revision 

of the State History ^  >L . ̂  The emperor ordered Assisting

Civil Councillors of State ^  Hsueh Chu-cheng gz ^5 iL [912-.
2981] and Lu Yu-ch'ing to aid him. They were ranked after the Prime 

Minister, [which was] not [according to] proclaimed regulations. They

1. Biography in SJ5 XIII, 263: 9092-95. A clearer account of 
this incident is included on p. 9094.

2. Normally in the early Sung two or three men shared the post 
of Prime Minister. If there were two, the highest ranking one had the 
titles of Minister of the Affairs of State and Senior Academician of 
the Chao-wen Institute dn % 'jpg X  X  , the second ranking one had 
the title of Senior Academician of the Chi-Hsien Library. When there 
were three Prime Ministers, each was given one of these titles. See SS 
VI, 161: 3773. At this time Chao P'u alone acted as Prime Minister.

3. Biography in £S XIII, 264: 9109-11.
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did not take charge of the seals; they did not prepare memorials; they 

did not take charge of the arrangement of the officials; they only 

carried out imperial orders and that was all. Previously, Prime 

Ministers also issued "imperial" orders and all used the inner court 

system. P'u as Prime Minister stopped using "imperial" orders; this 

was not an old statute."*"

T'ai-tsu several times went in mufti to the houses of meri

torious officials, [so] every time P'u retired from the court he did 

not dare to change his robes and cap. One day, since it was snowing 

hard and drawing towards night, P'u thought the emperor would not come 

out. After a while he heard the sound of knocking at the door. P'u 

hastily went out and [there was] the emperor standing in the midst of 

the wind and snow. P'u was alarmed and welcomed him with obeisances. 

The emperor said: "I have already made an appointment with the Prince

of Chin." He had just finished [speaking] and T'ai-tsung arrived.

They arranged layers of matting on the floor and sat in the hall and

burned charcoal to roast meat. P'u's wife passed wine around and the
3emperor addressed her as sao. Thereupon he planned with P'u to fell 

T'ai-yuan^ . P'u said: "T'ai-yuan faces the north and west,

1. The regulations and statutes probably refer to those of the 
T'ang dynasty. At this point early in the Sung, T'ai-tsu seems to have 
paid little attention to the actual titles and positions of bureau
crats, relying instead on those close to him. This passage is probably 
pointing out the special relationship between T'ai-tsu and Chao P'u.

2. T'ai-tsu's younger brother Chao K'uang-i'<^ U: ft? , he
later reigned as T'ai-tsung.

3. A term of respect which means "wife of an elder brother".
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once T 'ai-yuan has been suppressed then we face [these directions] 

alone. It would be better to wait temporarily and destroy and pacify 

the various [other] states, then an area [like T'ai-yuan] the size of 

a crossbow pellet or a speck of ink, where will it flee to?" The 

emperor laughed and said: "My idea is exactly like this. I was

simply especially testing you."

In the spring of the fifth year [of Ch1ien-te, 967] P'u added
JJ

[the posts of] Right Executive of the Department of Ministries ^

and Senior Academician of the Chao-wen Institute. Suddenly he 

went into mourning for his mother, but he was ordered to rise and 

attend again to affairs. Following this he exhorted the emperor to 

send envoys separately to each Circuit to enlist able-bodied men

and send them to the capital, in order to replenish the defensive 

troops, and to have each Department establish a Vice-administrator

to take charge of money and grain [taxes]. From this time 

soldiers and arms became sharper and better, and the storehouses and 

treasuries were abundantly filled.

In the winter of the second year of K1ai-pao [969], P'u was 

sick and the emperor visited [him] in the Secretariat-Chance1lery. In 

the spring of the third year [970], the emperor again visited P'u's 

house to ask after him, and conferred on him rewards of a higher rank.

1. At this time a number of the kingdoms from the Five 
Dynasties period had not yet been conquered by the Sung.
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In the sixth year [973], the emperor again visited his house.

At this time the Prince of Ch'ien 'Sv' , Shuj^X. [929-988], ̂  had

sent a messenger to bring a letter to P'u along with ten containers of

sea food, which had been set on the porch. Just at that time the

emperor arrived and [P'u], being startled, did not screen them. The

emperor, turning his head and looking at them, asked what things they

were. P'u answered truthfully. The emperor said: "The sea food must

be excellent!" He then ordered that they be opened and they were all

melon-seed sized [pieces of] gold. P'u, alarmed, bowed his head and

apologized, saying: "I, your minister had not yet opened the letter,

I honestly did not know." The emperor said with a sigh: "It does no

harm to receive it, [but] that man considered that the affairs of
2state all issue forth from you, this knowledgeable man."

P'u, in his governing, tended to be monopolistic and many of 

the court officials were jealous of him. At this time officials were 

prohibited from privately dealing in the great timbers of Ch'in ̂  and 

Lung . P'u once sent a personal servant to go buy wood for build

ing a room. [He] connected several pieces to make a raft and went to 

the capital to build the residence. The servant, taking advantage of 

this, secretly bought great timbers and falsely said that they were 

goods P'u bought in the capital. The Provisional Finance Commissioner

1. Prince of the state of Wu-yueh ^  , which included
parts of present Kiangsu, Chekiang and Fukien. For his biography see 
SS XX, 480: 13 ,897-908.

2. The intent of the emperor in this sentence is somewhat 
obscure. It is probably a way of warning Chao P'u not to overestimate 
his power.
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/j>j| £ 6j 1 > Chao P ' i 922-978] , ̂  investigated and

obtained [this information] and made it known. T'ai-tsu was extremely 

angry. He hurriedly ordered a company to pursue [him], and was about 

to send down an order expelling P'u, but [P'u] relied on Wang Po £. '-I?
2

[922-982] to send up a memorial and release [him from this situation].

According to custom, both the Prime Minister and the Commis

sioner of Military Affairs, each time they visited the Ch'ang-ch1un 

Palace;, stayed in the same residence. The emperor heard that P'u's 

son, Ch'eng-tsung t4< , had married a daughter of the Commissioner

of Military Affairs, Li Ch1ung-chu S ^  [c. 925-988],  ̂ and he

gave orders to separate them.

P'u took waste land and privately traded it for a vegetable 

garden of the Office for the Nourishing of the Emperor (li)

in order to expand his residence; moreover, he managed inns to specu

late on profit. Lu To-hsun ^ [c. 935-985]^ was a Han-lin

Academician, and, relying on this, when summoned [for audience] he 

repeatedly attacked the shortcomings of [P1u]. Just at that time Lei 

Yu-1 in v§j ^  ̂ struck the drum of the Petitioners Drum Bureau

1. Biography in SS XIV, 274: 9351-52.

2. Wang-Po's biography is found in SS_ XIII, 249: 8799-8802.
The same story is given in TTSL 26: 4b. Here it states that Wang Po
told the emperor that Chao P'i was falsely accusing Chao P'u. Chao P'i 
was subsequently banished to a minor post in Ju-chou Mj .

3. Biography in SS XIII, 257: 8952-54.

4. Biography in SS: XIII, 267: 9116-9120.

5. Biography in SS XIV, 278: 9454-55.
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|̂ J ££and brought his litigation that the Overseers of Affairs 

'Jr 'g Hu Tsan pfl  ̂and Li K'e-tu ^  ^ had accepted bribes

in order to bend the law; Liu Wei ^j jfj!.  ̂ had forged a substitute 

document to obtain his official position; Wang Tung 5- >̂ | had once 

given a bribe to K'e-tu; and Chao Fu ^  y^ received an official post 

in Hsi-ch1 uan ?i| , but pleading sickness did not take it. These

facts had all been concealed by P'u. Tai-tsu was angry and sent it to 

the Censorate to have it investigated. They were all sentenced for 

the crimes, and he made Yu-lin Correcting Editor of the Imperial 

Library [|L . [The emperor's] favor for P'u progressively

deteriorated; at first [he] ordered the Councillors of State and P'u 

to take charge of the seal of office, the ordering of the officials, 

and the memorial affairs in turn in order to divide his power.  ̂ Before 

long he was sent out to be the Regional Commandant of Ho-yang-san- 

ch'eng £=L, 5. , Honorary Grand Tutor f ^  ^  , and Co-

Executive of State Affairs ^  ^

1. No biography available.

2. No biography available.

3. No biography available.

4. No biography available.

5. No biography available.

6. For eight years prior to this Chao P'u had been the sole 
Prime Minister. In this year (973) the emperor appointed two other 
men, Hsiieh Chu-cheng §4- &  jL. and Shen I-lun 1^0* to share the
post, see SS VIII, 210: 5421-22.
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At the beginning of the reign period T 1ai-p'ing hsing-kuo [976-

983] he entered the court and was reassigned as Lesser Protector of the

Heir Apparent ^  ~5~ 'Jf and [later] was transferred [to the post of]

Grand Protector of the Heir Apparent -*r 75̂  . He was often

villified by Lu To-hsun. He had served the court and been employed for

many years but was depressed because he did not obtain [all that he]

desired. At that time Ch'ai Yu-hsi "f" &  [c. 944-1004],  ̂ Chao

Jung [c. 945-998]^ and others reported that the Prince of

Ch'in ^  3— , T 'ing-mei ̂  [947-984]  ̂ was arrogant and unruly and

had secret plans of usurpation. The emperor summoned [P'u] and asked

[him about it]. P'u said he was willing to take control of the affair

in order to investigate this treacherous revolt. He retired and again

sent up a letter, making a personal statement concerning the matter

which had been entrusted to him by T'ai-tsu and Chao-hsien fio ,'§> ,
4the empress dowager; his words were honest and frank. T 1ai-tsung was 

moved and enlightened and summoned him for an audience to receive his 

counsel. He immediately awarded [P'u the posts of] Grand Instructor 

6j and simultaneously that of Chancellor ]f  , and enfoeffed him

as Duke of Liang i jl ^  A  . Before this the Prince of Ch'in, T ' ing- 

mei , was positioned above the Prime Minister; after this, because of

1. Biography in SS XIII, 268: 9221-22.

2. Biography in SS XIII, 268: 9225-26.

3. The youngest brother of T'ai-tsu and T 'ai-tsung. His 
biography is in SJ3 XIII, 244: 8666-70.

4. The empress dowager's biography is in SS_ XIII, 242: 8606-
07. The affair referred to here is that of the oath of the golden
casket, see Chapter 3.
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P'u's meritorious effort and seniority, and because he had again 

ascended to the Prime Ministership, [T'ing-mei] made known by memorial 

his request to be placed beneath him [i.e. Chao P'u]. [The emperor] 

abided by this. Even the defeat of the affair of Fu-ling :o fjt and 

To-hsun's banishment to the south were all [on account of] P'u's power.̂

In the eighth year [of T 1ai-p'ing hsing-kuo, 983], P'u was 

sent out as the Regional Commandant of Wu-sheng Military Prefecture

and Chancellor. The emperor wrote a poem to present to him on

his departure. P'u received it with both hands, wept silently, and

said: "The poem which you, the emperor, bestowed on me, your minister,

should be carved in stone and buried with my decaying bones beneath

the springs." Because of this the emperor changed countenance. The

next day, he said to his great minister, "P'u has merit in the state.

I formerly roamed with him; now his teeth and hair are falling out and

I dare not trouble him with the affairs of state, so I have selected

a good place to locate him. I have relied on a collection of poems to

instruct him of my intent. P'u was so moved that the tears flowed

down; I too, let the tears fall over this." Sung Ch'iS ^  [c. 916-
2996] responded: "Yesterday P'u came to the Secretariat-Chance1lery

grasping the emperor's poem and weeping. He addressed me, your minister,

1. The affair of Fu-ling probably refers to T'ing-mei's 
banishment to, and subsequent death in, that place. For information 
on this and Lu To-hsun's banishment see Chapter 4.

2. Biography in SS XIII, 264: 9121-31.

, and simultaneously made Honorary Grand Marshal
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saying, 1 In the remaining years of this life there is no avenue for me
to repay [the emperor]. All that I can hope is that in the next life 

I will get the opportunity of putting forth the [feeble] effort of dogs 

and horses.1 I, your minister, yesterday heard P'u speak, now I again 

hear this proclamation. From beginning to end the duties of ruler and 

minister can be said to be complete on both sides."

In the spring of the third year of Yung-hsi [986] a large army 

went to punish Yu and Chi jg.'J . After a long time the troops had

still not returned. With his own hand P'u wrote a statement of 

admonishment saying:

I humbly observe that this spring an army was sent out 
with the intention of recovering [the territory] outside of 
the passes. Many times I have heard that [they] have conquered 
and won victories and deeply excited the popular feeling.
Still, the last and first days of the moon have alternated a 
number of times and have done so repeatedly until it has reached 
the blazing heat of summer; the flying chariots [i.e., the 
transporting of military rations] grow daily more multitudi
nous and the fighting has not yet ended. This makes the 
armies grow old and wastes wealth. Truly, there is no benefit 
in this course of action.

I humbly recall that the emperor personally exterminated 
and pacified T 'ai_yuan, comforted and encouraged Min and
Che  ̂ and united all of China. With such great arousal
and brave voice, you consequently arrived at vast good within

1. Min is the traditional name of Fukien, Che that of Chekiang.
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the space of ten years. As for people in far-off places who 
do not submit, from of old sages and kings have placed them 
outside consideration; how can they be worth heeding? I am 
worried that the class of vicious flatterers obscure your great 
wisdom. [They] have brought about the raising of an army with 
no reasonable cause and tread deeply into an unfathomable 
territory. I, your minister, have been opening the statutes 
and records and am well acquainted with former words. I humbly 
observe that at the time of Han Wu [-ti there were] the letters 
sent up by Chu Fu-yen jl y\\§: [ d. 127 B.C. ] , ̂ Hsu Yueh

 ̂ and Yen An and [later there were] the ten
affairs that T'ang minister Yao Yuan-ch'ung x_ [651-
721]̂  presented to Ming Huang 0$  ̂ Their loyal words and
excellent discussions can be raised up and implemented.^ I

1. For his biography see Ssu-ma Ch'ien, Shih chi (Peking: 
Chung-hua shu-chu, 1959) , VI, 112: 2953-65. Hereafter this book will 
be cited as S(3. He also has a biography in Pan Ku, Han shu (Peking: 
Chung-hua shu-chu, 1962), IX, 64: 2978-2804. Hereafter this book will 
be cited as HS.

2. Biography in HS IX, 64: 2804-06.

3. Biography in HS IX, 64: 2809-14. At the time, Han Wu-ti
was engaged in a battle against the Hsiung-nu. The memorials sent up 
by these three men were directed at persuading Wu-ti to pay less atten
tion to the Hsiung-nu and more to the welfare of the people of the 
empire.

4. This possibly refers to Yao Ch'ung-W(6 ^  , whose style was
Yuan-chih -t • His biography is in Ou-Yang Hsiu and Sung Ch'i, Hsin 
t1ang shu (Peking: Chung-hua shu-chu, 1975), XIV, 124: 4381-88. 
Hereafter this will be cited as HTS.

5. T ’ang Hsuan-tsungV% ql , reigned 713-755.

6. By referring to the memorials of these officials of pre
vious dynasties, Chao P'u is suggesting that T'ai-tsu pay less atten
tion to those around him who counsel war and that he should focus 
instead on internal problems.
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humbly hope that in the time left over from your, [handling, of 
the] ten thousand affairs you will bestow on this your obser
vations o The error is not yet distant, and if you regret it 
[you] can still remedy it.

I., your minister, humbly think that [although] there has 
been a great sending out of the brave and strong, and multi
tudes of millions have been roused and shaken, little is gained 
and much is lost« I have also heard that fighting is a peri
lous affair, that it is hard to guarantee the inevitability of 
victory, and that warfare is an inauspicious thing; [you must 
be] deeply cautious of unforseen dangers* Since, that which 
this concerns is very great, you cannot but consider it.

I, your minister, have also heard this of sages of high 
antiquity, that their hearts were flexible, their affairs were 
not frozen and stagnant, and, as for principles of action, 
theyyvalued accomodation to change.. A previous document has 
the words nA long war gives birth to rebellion^" This is very 
much something for pondering; if you again plan to slow down, 
you will turn and lose the advantage of the moment. Within a
single month, time will pass in sequence to autumn and the
halls at the frontier will soon be cold. Their bows are 
strong and their horses fat, while our army has long been in 
difficulty. It is urgent to make plans at this juncture so 
you can avoid making mistakes in the giving of commands.

I, your minister, at this point have your excessive favor,
[and you have assigned] this area to me; how do I dare to 
raise words and discourage the multitude? Now for me, your 
minister, the sun already approaches the western mountains,
there is not much light left. [if I am] to pay back your
favor and repay the state [it must be] exactly at this time.
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I humbly hope that you will quickly order a return of the 
troops and not allow playing with the enemy.

I, your minister, also have a complete plan and desire to 
extend it to your sagely wisdom. I hope that you, the emperor, 
will be very particular about your meals, nourish your sagely 
body, assist the wearied people, and cause them to be wealthy 
and numerous. If in the future we are able to see the frontier 
beacons not give the alarm, the outer doors not barred, all 
[those] within the state territory return to benevolence, and 
[the people] of various regions and different customs mutually 
being led toward transformation, then where will the Khitans 
alone go? The emperor's calculations do not come forth from 
this, but trust vicious and flattering followers who say the 
Khitan's ruler is young and his problems are many and there
fore you should use the military in order to meet your wishes. 
You, the emperor, are taking pleasure in other's calamities in 
order to seek after merit, and you think it is perfect. I, 
your minister, humbly think it is not permissible. I humbly 
desire that the emperor investigate the falsehood and truth of 
[these people], examine into their absurdity and errors, 
correct the treacherous officials' crime of wronging the state, 
and put an end to the armies with which the generals and

w  1leaders now attack Yen • Ic is not only that difficulties
give rise to kingship, but also in the following of remonstrance
one becomes a sage. Men of antiquity even heard the rebuke of 

2a corpse. I, your old minister, have not yet died; how do I 
dare flatter you to your face as a means for making myself safe, 
and not speak [my mind]?

1. A traditional name for the area around Peking.

2. This refers to remonstration by committing suicide.
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The emperor bestowed a written edict saying:

I recently raised an army and selected generals. I only 
ordered Ts'ao Pin ^  [931-999],^ Mi Hsin xfL ie [c. 929-
994]^ and others to halt at Hsiung and Pa ^  and to stow
rations and sit in their armor in order to extend the fame of
the army. In the space of one or two months Shan-hou lLi 1 zL

* 3
was pacified. P1 an Mei ; ta 7̂. [925-991], T'ien Chung-Chin
@  S [c. 930-997]^ and others assembled their troops in 
order to advance and went directly to Yu-chou. Later they 
took control of the strongly defended [positions] and reestab
lished the old boundaries. This was my ambition. But for some 
reason the generals did not follow the established plan; each 
acted according to his own vision. Leading one hundred thou
sand armored soldiers out of the passes to do battle far off, 
they quickly obtained their Departments-Sand Districts-^.. , 
and once again returned their armies in order to rescue the 
baggage carts. The going back and forth wearied and fatigued 
[them], and they were taken in a surprise attack by the Liao. 
The responsibility for this is to be laid on the chief generals.

Moreover, I [desire to] tread in the paths of the hundred 
kings, and roughly to bring about peace and prosperity. Now 
I think about those people trapped in calamity on the frontier 
and am about to save them from fire and drowning. It is not [a 
case of] excessive use of the military in order to favor the 
army, you should know this. The affairs of the field of battle 
have already been completed, do not be anxious on account of 
that. You are a chief minister of our state, loyal in speech

1. Biography in SS_ XIII, 258: 8977-83.

2. Biography in SS XIII, 260: 9022-24.

3. Biography in SS XIII, 258: 8990-93.

4. Biography in SŜ  XIII, 260: 9024-25.
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and faithful in exhortation, repeatedly bringing forth 
memorialse I accept [the rebuke] and am deeply conscience- 
stricken by it.

P 'u expressed his gratitude saying:

Lately, because the emperor’s army .was long garrisoned 
beyond the borders and was not yet able to.recover [the terri
tory] , and because as it gradually approached the great heat 
[of summer], and the affair grew more dangerous and the cir
cumstances more difficult, I at once pleaded ardently, yet 
cautiously, and willingly awaited your orders. You. especially 
examined my plan justly and sincerely, and personally favored 
me with the imperial signature, secretly./ decreeing to me your 
sagely plan.

I, your minister, humbly feel thatj in ordering the army 
to punish criminals, sincerity is the best plan, [then] they 
will certainly be able to bring about pacification. Only they 
did not assist your intentions and from this the affair was 
spoiled. Now since the border towns are prepared, why be 
anxious again and again about them? Moreover, you have ascended 
the throne for ten years; you have sat on the throne, and you 
have had great accomplishments. Yet, you have not made a 
failure of one affair and you have seen the unity and peace 
of the ten thousand states.. That which is fitting is that you 
rule without effort and have comely [virtue that transforms 
people in] purity, and that you preserve your spirit and har
monize your ambition. [Then you could] naturally continue 
from afar the Nine Emperors and bend down and gaze upon the 
Five Rulers. Why must you impoverish the•frontier, use mili
tary might to the extreme, and struggle with the Khitans for 
victory and defeat?
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I, your minister, for a long time have lacked determina
tion. Even more, I am in my declining years. Although I have 
no merit to boast of, I desire to exhaust my loyalty and 
s incerity.

Those who beheld this all admired his loyalty.

In the fourth year [of Yung-hsi, 987] he was transferred [to 

the post of] Commandant of the Eastern Circuit of Shan-nan ^  ^ , .

From the Duke of the State of Liang ̂  iS] ^  he was reenfeoffed as 

the Duke of the State of Hsu 11" ^  'A .

Just at that time a proclamation came down that [the emperor] 

would personally plow the state fields.^ In a memorial P'u requested 

to enter for an audience and his words were very earnest. The emperor 

was moved and addressed his great ministers saying: "P'u was a chief

minister in the founding of the state. He is someone whom I respect 

and it is fitting that I follow his request." When he arrived, the 

emperor comforted and encouraged him over and over. P'u sobbed and 

his tears flowed.

The Prince of Ch'en ^  , Yuan-hsi [966-992]̂  sent

up words saying:

1. The plowing of the fields by the emperor was a ceremony 
which originated possibly as early as the Western Chou (12th-8th 
centuries B.C.). It signified the start of the planting season and 
the responsibility of the emperor for the welfare of his people. See 
Herr lee G. Creel, The Origins of Statecraft in China, Vol. 1, (Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1970), pp. 393-394.

2. One of Tai'tsung's sons. Biography in SS XIII, 
245: 8697-98.
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Your minister humbly observes that T'ang-T1 ai-tsung had Wei 
Hsuan-ch1 eng ^  [580-643] ,  ̂ Fang Hsuan-1ing ̂
S i  [578-648]2 and Tu Ju-hui ^  [585-630],3 Ming

Huang had Yao Ch' ung-*i(^ ^  ^ Sung Ching %  ^  [663-737],3
and Wei Chih-ku fte o [647-715].^ All were employed as
assistants and [their emperors] relied on them [as their] 
heart and backbone. They planned the way of the emperors and 
they brought peace and aid to the nine districts. The ances
tral temples and altars to the earth god were made enduring 
and vast. The historical records [of this] are luminous and 
brilliant. This is all because [the emperors] were able to 
promote and use the right men.

Now tfye emperor, as lord, faces the ten thousand places. 
Anxious and wearied by the numerous affairs of state, you 
dress before dawn and wait until evening for food, taking the 
people as your concern. Successively, I have investigated the 
former kings, and, indeed, there are none to whom you must 
yield. But in the weightiness given to the ministers who aid 
you, you do not yet match the worthies of old. Moreover, the 
running of the state rests in the employment of people, the 
employment of people depends on fairness, and in the way of 
fairness nothing is better than rewards and punishments. This 
is the great power of government. If rewards and punishments 
are not fitting, and the virtuous and the evil are not

1. Refers to Wei Cheng , whose style was Hsuan-ch*eng
. His biography is in HTS XII, 97: 3867-81.

2. Biography in HTS XII, 96: 3853-57.

3. Biography in HTS XII, 96: 3858-60.

4. See note 4, :p. 22:.
5. Biography in HTS XIV, 124: 4389-94.

6. Biography in HTS XIV, 126: 4413-15.



distinguished, then the principles of the dynasty will gradually 
be brought to destruction and confusion. It is necessary that 
just men take control, of the important positions in the state, 
and that those of moral uprightness and restrained passions 
dare speak, in order to be able to differentiate between gain 
and loss, This being the case, then social relationships will 
thereby be ordered, and the numerous affairs will be peaceful,

I humbly observe that the Commandant of the Eastern Circuit 
of Shan-nan, Chao P'u, a chief and senior .minister:, in i. the found ing 
of the state, and [one who] participated in planning the con
struction [of the state], is generous and dignified and has 
knowledge. He does not perversely hope for or seek favor and 
regard in order to solidify [his] salary and rank. He does 
not secretly follow the feelings of others in order to invite 
fame, This truly is an excellent official of your sagely 
court, I humbly have heard that the clever and flattering 
class form cliques for private advantage and to expel others. 
There is. a sound of murmuring from all their mouths, They .. 
make the straightforward evil and make the upright ugly.
They desite to be able to drive [their enemies] out to the,far 
borders in order to make their own hearts happy. Why? Now, 
they are anxious about your using P ’u again. This being the 
case, the men who [give] public counsel all desire that the 
emperor again rely on him to administer, in order to instruct 
and enrich the lord's mind and to give wings to sagely trans
formation, If the state has a great affair, employ him to 
plan it. If the dynasty has extensive laws, employ him to 
put them into effect, If, seeing with the eyes of all, it is 
not yet ascertained, let him make it clear. If, hearing with 
the ears of all, it is not yet reached, let him make it 
known,
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If one appoints officials by talent, then there will be no 
stealing of salary. If one gets to lordship by the Tao, then 
there will be no impropriety. If the wise and the foolish 
are clearly defined, and jade and mere stone distinguished, 
then you would cause the energy of those who form cliques in 
order to gallop toward majesty to be bound, and the paths of 
those who indulge in craftiness and flattery in order to lead 
on their companions to be dissipated. If those who were sink
ing, dark, abolished and stagnant^ can be advanced, and the 
admirable conduct of famous scholars can be illumined then we 
need not worry that great government policy can not be carried 
out, and there will be no need to worry that the people will 
not have well-being. In no more than the space of a few months 
you could arrive at a pure and peaceful government.

My wisdom and foresight is simple and shallow, my speech 
is vulgar and direct. I hope that the emperor will gather a 
number of opinions; that you will look into the facts of 
things. If in employing [people] you do not neglect the 
truthful, then the state will be greatly fortunate.

When the ritual of the emperor plowing the fields was over, 

T'ai-tsung desired that the minister Lu Meng-cheng &  j£» [946-1011],^

because he had recently been promoted, avail himself of P'u's former 

virtue to serve as his example, and appointed [P'u] as Grand Protector 

and simultaneously Chancellor. The emperor addressed him saying: "You

are a meritorious and venerable minister of the state; you are that on

1. This refers to officials who had previously been demoted.

2. Biography in SS_ XIII, 265: 9145-49 .
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which I lean. Men of old were ashamed chat their lords did not come 

up to Yao and Shun; you also have that intent." P'u bowed his head 

and thanked him.

At this time Assistant Commissioner of Military Affairs Chao 

Ch'ang-yen (3 3 [c. 946-1009]  ̂ had a thick and close relationship

with Hu Tan b$ ~   ̂ Ch'en Hsiang-yu S6- Tung Yen ^

[c. 9 5 6 - 1 0 0 8 and Liang Hao [963-1004].  ̂ Just at that time

Tan ordered Chai Ma-chou S]  ̂ to offer up a memorial to set out

the faults of the current government. P'u deeply hated them and sent 

up a memorial to banish Ma-chou and dismiss Ch'ang-yen and the others. 

The Militia Commandant of Cheng-chou , Hou-mo-ch' en Li-yung

4^ ^  •#-'] was arrogant and extravagant and acted very

illegally; [P'u] examined and obtained this [information], and he 

exhaustively reported it item by item. Li-yung was banished to Shang- 

chou iB] -N'j , [but] P'u strongly insisted that he be put to death. 

[P'u's] hatred of evil and his strengthening of the upright were always 

like this.

1. Biography in SS XIII, 267: 9194-98.

2. Biography in SS XIX, 432: 12,827-30.

3. No biography available.

4. Biography in SS XV, 307: 10,123-24.

5. Biography in SZS XIV, 296: 9862-66.

6. No biography available.

7. An unusual three character surname. His biography is in 
SS XX, 470: 13,678-79.
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At the time of Li Chi-ch'ien's [963-1004]  ̂ dis

turbance on the frontier, P'u suggested using Chao Pao-chung 

[d. 1004]^ to gain control of the old territory of Hsia-tai l1|k , ̂

and consequently he was ordered to plan it. Pao-chung, on the contrary, 

planned together with Chi-ch1ien to make trouble on the frontier. At 

the time opinion fixed the blame on P'u, and, as he was often spied 

upon by people of equal rank, he was unable to personally dictate 

decisions.

It was an old regulation that chief ministers returned home 

during the period from one to three p.m. This year [988] being very 

hot, P'u was specially allowed in the summer to return to his private

residence between eleven a.m. and one p.m. The next year he was

exempted from visiting the court. He only went daily to the Secretariat-

Chance 1lery to attend to affairs; if there were great affairs of govern

ment he was then summoned to come face to face with the emperor.

In the winter he asked for leave on account of sickness. The 

emperor repeatedly visited his home to check on him and raised the

1. His son posthumously gave him the imperial title T'ai-tsu 
of the Hsi Hsia dynasty. His biography is in SS XX, 485: 13,985-89.
See also T'o T'o, et a 1., Liao shih (Peking: Chung-hua shu-chu, 1974),
V, 115: 1523-29 for an account of Li and the beginnings of the Hsi
Hsia.

2. His original name was Li Chi-p' eng % 4^. He was a 
third cousin of Li Chi-ch'ien (see note 1, this page). He was bestowed 
with the surname Chao and the name Pao-chung as a reward by T'ai-tsung. 
For his biography see SS XX, 485: 13,984.

3. Hsia-t'ai is the name of a prison from the time of the 
Hsia dynasty (c. 2205-1767 B.C.). It was located in Honan.
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level of his bestowal. Following this P’u declared that his illness 

was serious and sent up three memorials begging to retire from official 

life. The emperor was forced to comply with him. He made P'u Officer 

in Charge of the Guards of the Western Capital ft? %  SI and the 

Metropolitan Prefect of Honan ^  jf*" , and still maintained him as

Grand Protector and simultaneously Secretary General of the Secretariat 

^  -I5 ^  . P'u thrice memorialized begging to decline. [The

emperor] bestowed a handwritten mandate saying: "Of the old and meri

torious [officials] in the founding of the state, there is only you 

left, one man. You are not the same as others. Do not go to the 

extent of insisting on declining. Wait until the day that [you] are 

departing, then I will come to your house to part with you." P'u 

respectfully held the mandate in both hands and wept, and because of 

this exerted himself, even though he was sick, to ask for an audience. 

He was allowed to sit for a long while. There were many words touching 

on affairs of the state, and the emperor happily assented to them.

When P'u was about to go away, the emperor visited his house.

In the spring of the third year of [the reign period] Ch'un-hua 

[992], because [P'u] was old and feeble and had long been sick, he 

ordered the Assistant of the Office in Charge of the Guards fe T'j 

, Liu Ch' ang-yen rg'ij [c. 943-999], * to present a memorial

[on his behalf] pleading to resign from the government. An inner court 

messenger came on horse to send [the emperor's] regards. In all, P'u

1. Biography in S£ XIII, 267: 9206-08.
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sent up memorials three times pleading for retirement. He was awarded 

the title Grand Preceptor ^  and was enfeoffed as Duke of the State 

of Wei {£'] £  , and was given the stipend of a chief minister. He 

was ordered to look after his illness.

When several days later [the emperor] went to the court, he 

again sent [P’u ’s] younger brother, Lesser Lord of the Court of 

Imperial Family Affairs ^  JE. y7- , An-i ^  ^  , L to bestow on him

an imperial mandate. He again specially sent a messenger to bestow on 

P 1u a mandate which said: "The minister is for a short time subject

to a trifling illness and entreats to resign from government. I, 

because of the heaviness of guarding the state, therefore bother the 

aged. It is just that the life of you, master, should be used as an 

example for the virtuous and the worthy. I hope to hear that there is 

healing and that you and I can see each other. Now I give you sheep 

and wine as recorded elsewhere. You should care for your spirit, keep 

near to doctors and medicines, and make a strenuous effort to eat and 

drink in order to aid my desire of special care for you." In the 

seventh month he died, his age was seventy-one.

The year before he died, on P'u's birthday, the emperor sent 

his son, Ch1eng-tsung, to bestow on him utensils and money, saddles 

and horses. Ch1eng-tsung reported on his mission and not long after
wards died.

The next year, P1u had already quit as Secretary General of the 

Secretariat. According to old custom there was no bestowal [of gifts]

1. His biography follows Chao P’u's. See SS XIII, 256: 8941-44.
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on birthdays, but the emperor specially sent P'u's nephew-in-law, Left 

Policy Monitor jb. ^ and Auxiliary Official of the Chao-wen Insti

tute A  Bo /&% Chang Ping 5^- [d. 1016], ̂  to bestow presents

on him. P'u heard of it and because he was reflecting on and grieving

over Ch'eng-tsung, P'u's sickness became very serious before Ping 

arrived. Before this, P'u had sent a personal messenger, Chen Ch'ien 

S’K. ^̂ 3 , ̂  to go to the T ' ai-p' ing Palace of the Shang-

ch'ing School -h to offer prayers. The spirit sent down words,

saying: "Chao P'u, a loyal official of the Sung dynasty, has long been

sick and has suffered from oppression." After Ch'ien returned, P'u 

exerted himself even though he was sick and put on his cap and sash 

and went to the center courtyard to receive the words of the spirit.

He wept and was moved and choked up; that night he died.

When the emperor heard this he was shaken with grief. He

addressed his close ministers saying: "P'u served the former emperor

and he has been with me for a long time. He was capable of deciding 

great matters. That he once in the past was not satisfied with me is 

something which everyone knows. Since I became Lord, I have always 

treated him with exceptional politeness. P'u also has poured out his 

utmost effort and devoted himself. He was entirely loyal to his coun

try and was a true minister of our state. I was very fond of him."

Thereupon his tears flowed and those all around were deeply moved.

Court was not held for five days in order to demonstrate grief.

1. Biography in £S XV, 301: 9995-97.

2. No biography available.

3. A taoist sect.
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P'u was posthumously bestowed with the title of Presiding
^ A,Minister of the Department of Ministries ) °] -g* 7 , was posthumously

enfeoffed as Prince of Chen Ting jp| ^  JL , and had conferred on him 

the posthumous title Loyal and Devoted • The emperor com

posed the funerary inscription, and personally using the pa-fen writing 

style} conferred it upon him. He sent Right Policy Critic Advisor,
_ 4-f Q 2

Fan Kao >*[L ^  » to take over [the duties of] the Director of Funerals

and Diplomatic Receptions and to manage the funeral

arrangements. He gave funeral presents of loosely woven silk and

cloth, each five hundred rolls, and rice and flour, each five hundred

piculs. On the day of the burial, civil authorities arranged the

imperial insignia, beat [drums] and blew on [instruments] according to

the ritual format.

When [his] two daughters both had reached the hairpin age,
3P'u's wife, He , said that she desired them to become nuns. T'ai- 

tsung repeatedly ordered her [to change her mind], but was unable to 

convince her. He conferred upon the older daughter the name Chih-yuan 

and the style Great Master of Matured Knowledge, and upon the 

second daughter the name Chih-ying ic' and the style Great Master

of Wide Knowledge.

1. A type of calligraphy between the small seal style (vl> ) 
and the scribe style ( ). It was allegedly originated by Wang Tz'u-
chung i of the Ch1 in.

2. Biography in SS XIII, 249: 8797-99.

3. The text could also be read: "P'u's wife, He, said that 
they desired to become nuns."
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In the beginning, when T ’ai-tsu was, low and humble, P'u

followed him in his roaming„ After he became emperor, P ’u several 

times told him those things which were insufficient [in him] when he 

was in a humble position. T ’ai-tsu,was broad-minded and addressed P ’u 

sayings ”If the Son of Heaven and the Prime Minister, could be recog

nized in the midst of the dusty world,, the people would all search for 

them.” After this, [P’u] did not again speak of it.

When P ’u was young he practiced the affairs of clerks; he was

lacking in learning. When he came to be minister, T ’ai-tsu constantly

exhorted him to study. In his later years his Hands did not let go of

books. Every time he returned to his private residence he.closed the

door, opened the book chest, took out a book and read till the end of

the day. When it came to the next day and he was handling government

business, his decisions and judgments were swift and smooth. After he

died, his family opened the book chest and inspected it and there were
1twenty chapters of the Analects.

P ’u ’s character was profound and distinctive. Even though he 

was jealous and competitive, still he was able to take the affairs of 

the empire as his own responsibility. At the beginning of the Sung, 

many of those in the position of minister were narrow minded and went 

along with [things] silently. P’u was resolute and decisive; there

1. In total, there are forty chapters in the.Analects. The 
common saying ’’to rule all under heaven with half of the Analects”
(4* Sf Bd - ^  T' ) arose out of this story. For a discussion of 
this see William Hung, ’’Pan-pu lun-yu chih t’ien-hsia pien,” Tsinghua 
Journal n.s. 8-1,2 (1970). 306-339. Hung concludes that there is no
basis for believing that Ghao P ’u's political practices were based on 
the Analects.
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were none who could compare with him. Once he memorialized recommend

ing a certain man for a certain office, but T ’ai-tsu did not employ 

him. The next day P'u again memorialized [concerning] this man; again 

[the emperor] did not employ him. The next day P'u sent a memorial 

again on account of this man. T'ai-tsu was angry; he ripped the 

memorial to pieces and threw it to the ground. P'u's color did not 

change. He knelt down, picked it up and returned [home]. Another day 

he patched together the old paper and again sent up the memorial as at 

first. T'ai-tsu then understood and finally employed the man.

Again there was a group of ministers who were supposed to be 

promoted. Tai'tsu had long hated these men and did not allow it. P'u 

persisted in his requests [to allow it]. T'ai-tsu angrily said: I am

determined not to transfer these officials; what will you do?" P'u 

said: "Punish in order to reprimand evil, reward in order to repay

merit, this is the penetrating Tao of past and present. Moreover, 

punishments and rewards are the punishments and rewards of the empire; 

they are not the punishments and rewards of the emperor; how can you 

dictate decisions on the basis of your likes and dislikes?" T'ai-tsu 

was extremely angry. He arose, and P'u also followed him. T'ai-tsu 

entered the palace and P'u stood at the palace gate. For a long time 

he did not leave and finally obtained [the emperor's] compliance.

T'ai-tsung believed the slander of Mi Te-ch'ao ^4- "'jW-  ̂ and

suspected that Ts'ao Pin was rebellious. He ordered P 'u to reinvestigate 

and distinguish the facts, remove the accusation and guarantee the

1. Biography in SŜ  XX, 470: 13,678.
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innocence of Pin, and Che shape of the affair was clarified. T'ai-

csung sighed and said: "I was not clear in judging what I heard and

almost erred in this affair of state." On the same day he exiled

Te-ch'ao and received Pin as before.

Tsu Chi <£S- ^  * ruled a Commandery and made fraudulent profit.

When the affair became known he was cast into prison. The case was

examined and the record of the case was not written out. When the
2ceremony of the suburban sacrifices was about to take place, because 

T 1ai-tsung hated his covetousness he sent an inner court messenger with 
an imperial edict to the great ministers saying: "It must be specially

[arranged] not to grant the amnesty at the time of the sacrifice to Tsu 

Chi." P 'u sent a memorial saying: "If a corrupt official is to atone

for his crime, it is fitting to use the correct punishments. However, 

the state's divination to determine days for sacrifice and the arrange

ments for sacrifices will be reported to Heaven and Earth, and told to 

the gods. Why on account of Chi change your order for pardon?" T'ai- 

tsung thought his words were good and stopped [the changes].

At the beginning of the [reign period] Hsien-p'ing [993 ] of 

Emperor Chen-tsung, [P'u] was posthumously enfeoffed as Prince of Han 

i- . In the second year [994] there was an imperial mandate

1. No biography available.

2. The suburban sacrifice ( '}J[ ) originated probably as 
early as the Chou dynasty (12th-3rd centuries, B.C.). It was a sacri
fice to heaven performed in the southern suburbs of the capital at the 
time of the winter solstice. It could be performed only by an emperor 
personally and served as a sign of his legitimacy.



40

saying: "As for the former Grand Preceptor, Posthumous Presiding

Minister of the Department of Ministries and posthumously enfeoffed 

Prince of Han, Chao P'u, his knowledge capped other people's, his 

ability was higher than [that of] other ministers of the king, he 

assisted in bringing prosperity to the state and he brought to light 

far reaching plans. Even the merit of Lu Wang o x  [12th century 

B.C.]* in arranging the punishment of rebels, and the service of Hsiao 

He ^   ̂ti [d. 193 B.C.]^ in governing, scarcely could surpass his. He 

personally helped and assisted two emperors, and waited on them very 

attentively for thirty-six years. He stood out among those of good 

reputation at the court and he divided the power of the military 

governors. He was upright in conduct and not crooked; from beginning 

to end he was without a flaw. His plans could be repeated. His 

mannerisms and virtuous accomplishments seem [still to be] alive. It 

is fitting to make his sacrifices ready at the time of the great winter 

sacrifices ?J< , and to have him rest together forever with the ancestral 

shrines. This will be an excellent ceremony in order to repay his 

venerable merit. Make P'u share in the sacrifices in the temple of 

T 'ai-tsu."

P'u's son Ch1eng-tsung was a Grand General of the Guards of 
the Feathered Forest =T̂  ^  ^  jp , Administrator of the Departments

1. His name was actually Lu Shang a . He was a Duke (tS A  ) 
of Ch'i at the time of Chou Wen Wang and Wu Wang. For biography see 
SC IV, 32: 1477-1481.

2. Biography in SC IV, 53: 2013-20. Also in HS VII, 39:
2005-13.



of T 'an : and Yun ; he was famous in all [these positions].

Ch'eng-hsii was the Militia Commandant of Ch1 eng-chou -,'lj .

P'u's younger brothers were Ku l£\ and An-i. Ku reached the position 

of Director of the Bureau of Criminal Affairs ^  .



CHAPTER 3

OATH OF THE GOLDEN CASKET

The biography of Chao P'u in Chapter 2 makes no mention of the 

incident of the oath of the golden casket• This was probably an over

sight on the part of the compilers of the Sung History, or was simply

left out because it had been included.In the biography of the empress
1dowager, T'si-tsu's mother• The story is also included in many pri-

2vate histories and other sources« The oath involved. T ' ai-rtsu, the 

empress dowager, and Chao P1u , and concerned the line of succession to 
the throne following T'ai-tsu. The following is Li T'ao's account of 

the incident:

On the Chia-wu day of the sixth month [of 961], the
empress dowager died.

The empress dowager was clever and had wisdom and the gift
of calculation. She often participated with the emperor in
the deciding of great administrative affairs. She still called

3Chao P 1u "secretary". She often encouraged him saying:

1. See SS XIII, 242: 8607.

2. Among these are TTSL 26: 2a, HOP 2: 8, SSCW 1: 6, Chu Hsi 
and Li yu-wu. Sung ming-ch-en yen hsing lu wu-chi (SSTLTP edition),
1: 5, Ch’en Pang^chan, Sung—shih chi-shih pen-mo (Taipei: San min,
1963), Vol. II, 67: 47, and Lu Chung, Sung ta-shih chi chiang-yi (Wang 
Yun-wu, ed., Ssu^k'u ch'uan-shu chen-pen, 2nd collection, Vols. 146-147, 
Taipei: Taiwan Commercial Press, 1971), 3: 26b.

3. A title held ,by Chao P’u when he was one of T ’ai-tsuT s aides 
prior to the establishment of the dynasty. See Chapter 2, p 11.

42
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"Secretary Chao, you also do your best, my son is not yet 
experiencedo"

She especially loved the emperor’s younger brother Kuang- 
yi; thus, she had never yet bestowed on him. an angry counte
nance. Every time Kuang-yi went out she hastily cautioned 
him, , saying:: "You must go out together with Secretary Chao, 
only then can you go." Still she set a time limit and waited 
for their return. Kuang-yi did not dare to disobey.

When it came to the time that she was bedridden with ill
ness, the emperor served her with medicine and nutritious foods 
and did not leave her side. When her illness became severe 
she summoned P ’u to enter and receive her dying commands. The 
empress dowager asked the emperor, saying: "Do you yourself
know the whereby with which you obtained all under heaven?"
The emperor sobbed and was unable to answer. The empress 
dowager said: "I myself am dying of old age; crying is of no
benefit. Just now I was speaking to you of a great matter 
and you only cry!" She questioned him as at first„ The 
emperor said: "This is all on account of the residuals of the
blessings of the ancestors and you, Empress Dowager„"

The empress dowager said: "It is not thus so. It is
exactly because the Chai family"®* caused an infant son to rule 
over all under heaven, and the hearts of the masses did not 
submit, and that is all. If the Chou had had a mature lord, 
how could you have arrived at this [being emperor]?" You and 
Kuang-yi were both given birth by me. After you, the• throne must 
be passed on to your younger brother. The area within the 
four seas is extremely vast. If you are able to establish a 
mature ruler, that will be to the good fortune of the country."

1. The imperial family of the Later Chou dynasty.



The emperor bowed his head and weeping said: "Do I dare
not to do as the empress dowager instructs?"

Following this, the empress dowager addressed P ’u saying:
"You record the same; my words cannot be disobeyed*"

P 1u went to the front of the bed and made a document of 
the oath* He signed it on the bottom of the paper: "Written
by minister P *u»"

The emperor stored this document in a golden casket, and
ordered a confidential inner palace attendant to store it

1away *

The accounts of this incident in all of the sources are similar,

with the exceptions of the SSCW, which records the empress dowager as

saying that the throne should be passed on to T'ai-tsu's two younger

brothers (T'ai-tsung and T f ing-mei), and the Sung-shih chi-shih pen-mo,

which adds T'ai-tsu's son Te-chao to the end of the list» However, Li

f 1ao, in a’ lengthy commentary on this story, states that his account

was based on the Veritable Records of T ’ai-tsu and that the SSCW was 
2mistaken*

The question of succession was indeed a serious one at this 

time* While the normal Chinese practice was that of primogeniture,

T fai-tsufs eldest son was at the time of this incident only a little
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over ten years old.^ Also, the Sung dynasty had been established for

only a year or so. Many of the kingdoms from the period of the Five

Dynasties had still to be subdued and the power of the Regional

Commandants was still a threat to the Sung. A young boy on the throne

at this point could prove disastrous to the new dynasty. On the other
2hand, T1ai-tsung was mature and had already proved his loyalty in

helping to put T 1ai-tsu on the throne. Thus, it would seem natural

for T 1ai-tsu to assent to his mother's wishes and name T 1ai-tsung as
3the heir apparent.

Indeed, throughout T'ai-tsu's reign it appeared that he in

tended to pass the throne on to Tai-tsung. One month after the oath

of the golden casket, he appointed Tai-tsung as Metropolitan Prefect
4of Kaifeng and Minister of the Affairs of State, two powerful positions 

which enhanced T 1ai-tsung's political prestige.̂  And although T'ai- 

tsu never formally appointed an heir apparent (^  -}- ) as was normally

1. The HCP account says he was ten years old at this time, but 
Lu Ho-sheng, "Tui sung t1ai-tsung ch'eng-wei chih p'o-hsi," Kuo-li 
chung-yang t'u-shu-kuan kuan-k1 an, n.s. 3-3, 4 (October 1970). 29,
says that this is a mistake and his actual age at the time was fourteen.

2. He was twenty-three in 961, HCP 2: 8b.
3. Wang Po-ch1 in, "Sung ch'u erh ti ch'uan-wei wen-t'i te 

po-hsi," Ta-lu tsa-chih 32-10 (1966). 311.

4. Li Shih, Huang-sung shih ch1ao kang-yao (SSTLTP edition),
1: 7a. Hereafter this will be cited as HSSCKY.

5. Curtis Chung Chang, p. 15.
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the custom, in 973 he enfeoffed T 'ai-tsung as the Prince of Chin and 

positioned him above the Prime Minister in court audience."*" This was 

a unique position for a member of the imperial family, and some his

torians have interpreted it as a clear sign that T'ai-tsung was the
2intended heir apparent.

Despite all of these facts, there is considerable controversy 

surrounding the accession of T'ai-tsung and the story of the oath of 

the golden casket. As for T'ai-tsung's accession, the Sung History
3simply states that T'ai-tsu died and T'ai-tsung ascended the throne. 

But Li T'ao, quoting the Hsiang-shan yeh-lu 5^9 <-!> ^^pf Wen Ying 

^  records the following story:

When it was already night, [the emperor] summoned the 
Prince of Chin and gave him instructions about future affairs.
None of the attendants could hear, but from a distance they 
saw, under the shadow of the candlelight, that the Prince of 
Chin occasionally left his seat. It seemed as though he was 
withdrawing from or evading something. Finally the emperor 
drew his halberd and stuck it in the ground. With a loud 
voice he addressed the Prince of Chin saying: "Do it well."^

1. SS I, 3: 40.

2. See Curtis Chung Chang, pp. 15-16. Also Cho Meng-an, Sung- 
tai jen-wu yu feng-chi (Taipei: Taiwan Commercial Press, 1970), 22.

3. SS I, 4: 54.

4. A work that is now lost. It was written between 1068 and 
1077. See SKTY 140: 50b.

5. HCP 12,308: 10b. (This pagination follows that of the Yung-lo 
ta-tien, a giant collectania compiled under imperial order and completed 
in 1408. Part of the HCP was preserved only in this collection and later 
copied from it into the present edition, retaining the original pagina
tion. Hereafter this will be noted as YLTT.)
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Later during the same night it was discovered that T'lai-t-tsu 

was dead.

T'ai-tsu at this time was only fifty years of age and there is 

no record of his being ill. While there is no solid evidence to support 

the conclusion that T ’ai-tsung murdered his brother in order to usurp 

the throne, most historians believe that that is what in fact happened.

T 'ai-tsung1s changing of the reign title only 12 days before the end 

of the year can be interpreted as further evidence of usurpation.^

Curtis Chung Chang suggests that possibly T'ai-tsu had changed

his mind regarding the succession, and had called in T 'ai-tsung to get

his support for establishing T'ai-tsu's son as the heir apparent.

T 'ai-tsung, desiring the throne for himself, would not comply with
2T'ai-tsu's wish and in the end killed him. It is likely that by this 

time T'ai-tsu had changed his intention regarding the succession.

Already fifteen years had passed since the oath of the golden casket, 

and T'ai-tsu's son Te-chao was nearly thirty years old —  no longer 

immature. It was thus no longer necessary to pass the throne to

1. For a discussion of T 'ai-tsung's change of the reign title
see the chapter entitled ^  f3 . z .  fik 5 î?) 4  %  ("An
Examination of the Change of Reign Title before the End of the Year 
Following Sung T'ai-tsu's Death"), in Chiang Fu-ts'ung, Sung-shih hsin- 
t*an (Taipei: Cheng-chung shu-chu, 1966), 53-60. Chiang concludes that 
although the change of reign title does not prove that T ’ai-tsung 
murdered his brother, it is cause for suspicion. Li T'ao, in his 
account of the reign title change, says that this was not according to 
established custom. HCP (according to YLTT pagination) 12, 308: 16a.

2. Curtis Chung Chang, p. 16.



48
1T ’ai-tsung in order to establish a "mature ruler"; Lu Ho-sheng states

that if T 1ai-tsu at this time wished to establish Te-chao, that would

not be going against the spirit of the empress dowager's command: "If

the empress dowager had been able to live another fifteen years, and

had seen with her own eyes that when his father the emperor died Te-

chao was already twenty-nine years old, and if she moreover was not

prejudiced in her love for T ?ai-tsung5 then she certainly would have

revised her proposal in the oath of the golden casket to pass the
2throne to the younger brother."

Further doubt is cast on T'ai^tsu's actual intentions regarding

the succession by the fact that before his death he did not leave

specific orders on the subject, at least none are now extant if he did.

It is possible that T'ai-tsu did leave orders which were not to the

liking of T ’ai-tsung and were subsequently covered up by T 'ai-tsung.

It is also possible that T'ai—tsu realized the extent of T 'ai-tsung's

power and decided it was impossible to pass the throne to his own son,
3so he simply kept silent.

T f ai-tsung1s power was indeed vast by this time. It has 

already been pointed out that he had helped to establish T fai-tsu, he 

had been appointed Metropolitan Prefect of Kaifeng, and he was the only

1. Lu Ho-sheng, pp. 29, 30.

2. Lu Ho-sheng, p. 30.

3 . Chang Yin-lin, "Sung t ’ ai-tsung chi- -t! ung kVao-shih," in
Chao K f ang-hsieh,. Sung liap chin yuan shih 1un-chi (Hong Kong; Ch'ung
wen, 1971), pp. 5, 6.. Chang feels that this last possibility is most 
likely, p. 7.
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person to be enfeoffed as Prince in T'ai-tsu's reign. He also had an

extensive following of his own among civil and military officials and

generals.* Chiang Fu-t'sung shows that from the time he was appointed

Metropolitan Prefect of Kaifeng to the time when he assumed the throne,

T 'ai-tsung built such a powerful mu-fu A  or group of subordinate
3officials and advisors, that his succession was inevitable. Thus 

T 'ai-tsung, because he was second in power only to T'ai-tsu, was in a 

position to take the succession problem into his own hands.

Once T 'ai-tsung had assumed the throne, because of the circum

stances surrounding T'ai-tsu's death, the lack of a succession edict, 

and the fact that the throne had been passed to a brother rather than 

a son, there was a need for him to legitimize his position. At this 

time Chao P'u was not at court, having been sent out by T'ai-tsu as 

Regional Commandant of Ho-yang san-ch1 eng.  ̂ It would seem only natural

1. For a detailed discussion of T 'ai-tsung's following see 
chapter 4 of Chiang Fu-ts'ung, Sung-shih hsin-t'an, pp. 73-99.

2. The term mu-fu was used in the T'ang to describe the 
officials subordinate to the Military Commandants. For a short history 
of this term see Chiang Fu-ts'ung, Sung-shih hsin-t'an, p. 73.

3. Chiang Fu-ts'ung, Sung-shih hsin-t'an, pp. 76-95, 
especially p. 95.

4. On this see also Lu Ho-sheng, p. 32 and Curtis Chung Chang, 
p. 17. Wang Po-ch'in (p. 311) states that probably even the establish
ment of the Sung was T 'ai-tsung's idea and due to his power, while he 
simply used his older brother because he had a higher position in the 
Chou dynasty. However, there does not seem to be much basis for this 
argument.

5. See Chapter 2, p. 18. In the third month of 977 he was 
appointed Lesser Protector of the Heir Apparent by T 'ai-tsung, HCP 18: 
8b. Sometime in 978 he was promoted to Grand Protector of the Heir 
Apparent, see HCP 22: 11a. At any rate, throughout this period he was 
not in a position of power.
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that he would at this point inform T 1ai-tsung of the oath of the golden 

casket o this would both provide T ’ai—tsung with a document showing 

that his accession was legitimate and no doubt lead to a promotion for 

Chao P !Uo But he did not present the document at this time• Instead, 

he waited until the ninth month of 981, five years after T1ai-tsung 

became emperor, to send up a memorial stating that he had been a party 

to the oath.*

The reason that P f u did not make public the oath of the golden

casket immediately upon T ’ai-tsung1s accession may well have been that
2

there was no such document„ Besides the fact that Chao P 1u did not 

make this document public when T ’ai-tsung first took the throne, there 

are a number of other reasons to doubt the.authenticity of the story. • 

First ,, when the empress dowager died, T ' ai-tsu was only thirty-five 

years old. How could she be so sure that T ?ai-tsu would not live to 

the age of sixty or so, at which time his son Te-chao would be well 

over thirty, that she felt impelled to make an oath giving the throne 

to T T ai-tsung with, the stated purpose of establishing a mature ruler? 

Second, given the recent history of usurpations, the question of 

succession was certainly one of great importance to the state. If 

this was the case, why was the oath kept secret, even from T ’ai-tsung, 

for such a long time? Third, when the story of the oath first appeared

1. See Chapter 2, p. 19. While no date * is given here, the HCp 
account is given under the ninth month of 981. HCP 22: 11a.

2. Chang Yin-1in, p. 10. This conclusion is also reached by 
Wang Po-ch’in (p. 316) , and Cho Meng-an (p. 20, 21). Lu Ho-sheng
(p. 31) also expresses doubt about the truth of the incident.



51

in the revised Veritable Records of T 'ai-tsu it stated that T 'ai-tsung 

knew of the oath beforehand. If this was the case, why did he have to 

wait until Chao P'u reminded him of it before making it public? A 

fourth reason for doubt involves the fact that all the documents con

cerning the oath were secret. This would insure that no contrary 

opinions could be brought forth.  ̂ Finally, if this oath actually 

existed and if T ’ai-tsu intended to abide by it, why did he not appoint 

T 'ai-tsung as the formal heir apparent or leave a succession edict to 

that effect?

While all of the above is simply conjecture, there is much

solid evidence to suggest that the incident of the golden casket oath

was indeed a forgery. Li T'ao in his comment on the oath of the

golden casket story says: "I am following the Cheng-shih jh and

the New Veritable Records, but the Old Veritable Records do not have 
2this affair." The Veritable Records of T 'ai-tsu were first completed 

in 980 by Li-Fang ^  and others.̂  It was this edition which Li T'ao 

referred to as the Old Veritable Records. A number of years later, in 

994, T 1ai-tsung ordered Li Chih ^  5. , Chang Chi 5S. 56 , Chang Pi

,and Fan Kao to make a revision of the State History and the

1. All of these reasons are taken from Chang Yin-lin, 
pp. 8-10.

2. HCP 2: 8b. The following discussion of the Veritable 
Records of T 1ai-tsu is based on Chapter 3 of Chiang Fu-tsung, Sung-shih 
hsin-t1 an, pp. 61-72.

3. SS XIII, 265: 9136. See also HCP 21: 8a.
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Veritable Records of T'ai-tsu.^ Li T'ao states that prior to this T ’ai-

tsung had commented to his Prime Minister (possibly Chao P'u) that:

"The affairs of the reign of T 'ai-tsu, I [or you] received with both

ears and eyes. In the present Veritable Records there is much that

has been left out; it is possible to gather the historical officials

( ^  ) and recompile it.

This revision was not finished until the first year of the

reign of T'ai-tsung’s son Chen-tsung (998). But Chen-tsung still felt

that there had been much left out and ordered Ch'ien Jo-shui 4%^ ^  -T'jfx.
3and others to redo it. One of the officials working on this revision 

was Wang Yu-ch1 eng -S] i-ffi . His biography in the Sung History

states that because he "straightforwardly wrote of this affair"

( JL l| ^  ) he was demoted and sent away from the capital

According to Wang himself, the affair or affairs referred to occurred

1. HCP 35: 11a. From this passage it is not clear that the 
Veritable Records were also to be revised, but in HCP 43: 9a (the year 
998) it states that previously the emperor had ordered Chang Chi to 
make a revision of T 1ai-tsu1s Veritable Records. See also Chiang Pu
ts 'ung, Sung-shih hsin-t1 an, pp. 63-65.

2. HCP 35: 11a.

3. Chiang Fu-ts'ung, Sung-shih hsin-t'an, pp. 66-67.

4. SŜ  XIV, 293: 9798. See also Chiang Fu-ts'ung,
Sung-shih hsin-t1 an, p. 67.
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in the first four years of T *ai-tsu's reign.* On the basis of Wang's

writings Chiang Fu-ts'ung concludes that it was probably on account of
2the oath of the golden casket incident that Wang was exiled.

According to Wang Yu-ch 1 eng 1 s Chien-lung yi-shih ^  ^

T'ai-tsung personally took part in the revision of T'ai-tsu's Veritable 
4Records. Since if was after this that the oath of the golden casket 

first appeared in the Veritable Records, it is possible that this was 

added by T'ai-tsung himself.

If this whole story was fabricated by T'ai-tsung, then what 

actually happened in 981 when, according to the Sung History, Chao P'u 

sent up a memorial informing T'ai-tsung of the oath? At the time,

Chao P'u's arch-enemy Lu To-hsun was Prime Minister and was taking 

advantage of his position to slander and abuse Chao P'u .̂  Chao P'u 

desired to put an end to this and regain power. He now became engaged 

in a plot which proved to be a turning point in his career. According 

to the HCP account: "Just at this time the Capital Messenger fy

1. Chiang Fu-ts'ung, Sung-shih hsin-t'an, p. 67.

2. Ibid., pp. 68-69.

3. This book has long been lost. Parts are preserved in the 
Wen-chien ch1 ien-lu f̂j "A , written by Shao Po-wen to’f' 16 >u!z.
in 1132 (SKTY 141: 55b) , and in the Wen-chien hou-lu by Shao' s
son Po (SKTY 141: 56a). The editions used for this study are Ho
nan shao-shih wen-chien ch'ien-lu and hou-lu (Taipei: Kuang-wen shu-
chu, 1970). Both are reprints of the Chao-k' uang-ke ajb /^editions.

4. I have not been able to locate this in the Wen-chien ch'ien- 
lu or hou-lu; this information is taken from Cho Meng-an, p. 19.

5. Chapter 2, p. 19. See also HCP 22: 11a.
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Ch'ai Yu-hsi and others reported that the Prince of Ch'in, T ’ing-mei,
1was arrogant and unruly and planned usurpation»11 Chao P ’u may have 

had something to do with this report, for although he was not in a 

prominent position at this time, he was summoned by t ’ai^tsung»

The HCP story continues: 11 The emperor summoned and questioned

P'u. P ’u replied, saying: ’-I , your minister ,, am. willing to take con

trol of the affair in order to investigate the treacherous, revolt,’

He retired and again secretly memorialized: ’I, your minister, am an

old minister from [the time of] the founding of the state, I have been
2blocked by the powerful, and by favorites, 1 Following this he mentioned

the dying commands of Chao-hsien [the empress dowager] and his personal
3statement of the former reign-”* It is possible that at one..time the 

empress dowager told P ’u that the throne should be passed to T ’ai-

tsung, but the origin of the document called ’’oath of the golden

casket” was most likely in this secret memorial of Chao P ’u,

Whether the plan to forge and subsequently make public such a

document originated with Chao P ’u or with T 'ai-tsung is impossible to

determine. The fact that it was equally beneficial to both of them is 

clear from the course of events which followed- For T ’ai-tsung, the

1, HCP 22:. lib, See also Chapter 2, p, 19 -

2 - He is here no doubt referring to Lu To-hsun,

3- This refers to a letter supposedly written by P ’u in .973 -
This letter also mentioned the oath of the golden casket and demon
strated Chao P ’u ’s support of T’ai-tsung. See HCP (following YLTT 
pagination) 12,306: 19b, This letter was also probably forged. See 
Wang Po-ch’in, p, 316,
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oath document served two useful purposes. First, as has been already 

mentioned, it provided tangible proof of his legitimacy and thus would 

help put an end to any doubts about him on the part of court officials. 

Second, while providing for his own legitimacy, the oath did not estab

lish a precedent of fraternal succession. In 976, within a matter of 

days after he assumed the throne, T'ai-tsung had given his brother 

T 'ing-mei the post of Metropolitan Prefect of Kaifeng and enfeoffed 

him as Prince of Ch'i  ̂ Since the post Metropolitan Prefect of

Kaifeng was the one held by T ’ai-tsung himself before he became enperor, 

it is likely that by appointing T 'ing-mei to this post he was hoping

to substantiate his own claim to the throne and show that he intended
2likewise to pass it on to his own younger brother. Now, the public

proclamation of this oath document served to show that he had become

emperor simply to fulfill the dying commands of his mother and left

him free to follow the customary procedure of primogeniture. That it

was his intention all along to pass on the throne to his own son is

made clear by Li T'ao: "On another day the emperor inquired of Chao

P'u concerning his ideas on the succession. P'u said: "T'ai-tsu has

already erred, can you, emperor, be permitted to again err?1 ....T1ing-
3mei subsequently was punished."

1. HCP (following YLTT pagination) 12,308: 13b.

2. Curtis Chung Chang, p. 23. He also suggests that in thus 
elevating T 'ing-mei, T'si-tsung may also have been trying to offset 
the power and prestige of T'ai-tsu's son Te-chao.

3. HCP 22: 12a. See also Cho Meng-an, pp. 23, 28. The ques
tion of succession following T'ai-tsung will be taken up again in 
Chapter 4.
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The forging of the oath also benefitted Chao P ’u- When T'ai-

tsu first assumed the throne his two closest advisors were T 1ai-tsung

and Chho P'u. A rivalry soon developed between these two. During the

ten years that Chao P'u was Prime Minister under T'ai-tsu, he and T 'ai-

tsung engaged in a number of political conflicts.̂  Chao P'u frequently

tried to block T 'ai-tsung in his attempts to build up a personal
2following, since he desired to monopolize governmental power. The 

attempts by Chao P'u to limit the influence of T 'ai-tsung's faction 

and to split up the power of the military were seen by T 'ai-tsung as
3an attempt to block his own succession* Chao P'u's trouble with Lu

To-hsun can also be traced back to this time, since Tor-hsun was a

supporter of T 'a i - t s u n g T h e  final victor in these conflicts was 

T 'ai-tsung, when, in 973, Chao P'u was stripped of the Prime Minister

ship and sent out to Ho-yang san-ch'eng because of a number of illegal
5activities in which he had been engaged* Now the oath of the golden 

casket provided Chao P'u with a chance to get back into the good graces

1* Chiang Fu-ts'ung, "Sung t'ai-tsu shih t'ai-tsung yu chao 
p'u te cheng-cheng," Shih-hsueh hui-k'an 5 (March 1973)• 1-14* Chiang
discusses fifteen incidents which he sees as disputes between T'ai- 
tsung and Chad P'u* This article is hereafter cited as "Political 
Disputes"*

2* Chiang Fu-ts'ung, "Political Disputes", p* 10*

3 * Chiang Fu-ts'ung, "Political Disputes", pp * 9, 10*

4. Ibid*, p. 5,

5* Perhaps the most significant of these was his accepting a 
bribe from Pince of Ch'ien, See Chapter 2, )p* 16* Chiang Fu-ts'ung
believes that T 'ai-tsung had a part in informing T'ai-tsu of this 
affair. See "Political Disputes", p. 8,
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of T 'ai~tsung and to fulfill his ambition to return to a position of 

power. Soon after he. sent up his secret memorial, Chao P'u was again 

appointed Prime Minister.^*

The fabrication of the oath of the golden casket document thus 

brought the two antagonists, Chao P'u and T ?ai-tsung, into close alli

ance.' T ’ai-tsung had.gained legitimacy in his position and a strong 

ally to support him in his plans regarding the future line of succession 

to the throne. Chao P ’u, on the other hand, had a sinking career re

vived, and once again gained the highest post in the government, and 

was no doubt assured of the emperor1s support in any future struggles.

1. Chapter 2, p. 19. See also HCP 22: lib, 12a, arid HSSCKY
2: 59.



CHAPTER.4

CHAO P'U, T *AI-TSUNG AND THE DEATH OF T'ING-MEI

The fact that. T 1ai^tsung wished the throne to remain in his

family is clear from all of the events discussed in the preceding

chapter. But when he became emperor there were still three people who

could stand in the way of that ambition. Two of these were T 1ai-tsu1s

sons and one was his own younger brother.

The most immediate threat was T'ai-tsu's eldest son Te-chao,

who, simply because of the fact that he was the eldest son, had a

strong claim to the throne. During T'ai-tsu's reign he held the posi-
1tion of Minister of the Affairs of State and Honorary Grand Tutor.

According to Curtis Chung Chang his position was second only to T'ai- 
2 -tsung’s. It is likely that he retained a sizeable following even 

after the accession of T'ai-tsung. From a story which took place in 

979 and was recorded by Ssu-ma Kuang, it seems that there were among 

the army those who felt that Te-chao, rather than T 'ai-tsu, should be 

emperor: "The Prince of Wei, Te-chao, the eldest son of T ’ai-tsu,

followed T'ai-tsung in a punitive expedition against Yu-chou. One 

night there was alarm among the troops [because] the whereabouts of

1. SS XIII, 244: 8676. Curtis Chung Chang (p. 20). states 
that he was positioned above the Chief Councilors of State from 973 on, 
but. I have found no mention of this in. the sources.

2. Curtis Chung Chang, p. 20.
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the emperor was not known« Everyone discussed it and there was a plan

to establish the Prince» Just at that time the location of the emperor
1became known and the plan was stopped." This incident was later used

to bring about Te^chao’s suicide. T1ai-tsung heard of the plan and was

suspicious of Te-chao. Upon returning from this expedition, he did not

give, out the customary rewards for quite some time. When Te-chao spoke

to him about this he replied angrily: "If.you wait until you can do it
2yourself, it will not yet be [too] late." The implication was of 

course that Te-chao was guilty of plotting against T fai-^tsung and had 

plans of soon being emperor himself. Te-chao was so frightened as a 

result of -this that he went home and cut his throat with a.paring 

knife.^

Two years later, in the third month of 981, Te-fang f&' ^  ,

the only other surviving son of T'ai-tsu, died of unknown causes at the 

age of twenty-three.̂  Thus, with the exception of T 1ing-mei, all of the 

rivals to the throne were eliminated.

1. SSCW 2: 20. The story is also recorded, with slight
differences, in Te-chaors biography, SS XIII, 244: 8676, and HOP 20:
15b-16b.

2. SSCW 2: 20.

3. Ibid.

4. HOP 22: 2b. This account simply states that he died.
Te-fang’s biography (SS XIII, 244: 8685) records that he died of
sickness.
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According to his biography, T ’ing-mei began to feel uneasy

after the death of Te^fang.^ - When, six months later, Chao P 'u made

public the oath of the golden casket and T 1ing-mei was accused of being

”arrogant and unruly” and of secretly planning to usurp the throne, his

suspicions were, borne out o T 1 ing-^mei was found guilty of plotting, to

usurp the throne and immediately was positioned beneath Chao. P'u (now
2Prime Minister) in court audiences*

It would seem that with T'ing-mei's power and prestige greatly

reduced, and with the publication of a document proving his legitimacy,

that T 'ai-tsung would be satisfied* Likewise, it would seem that Chao

P ’u would be content now that he had fulfilled his ambition to once

again hold the position of Prime Minister* But apparently this was

not the case * In the third month of 982 T -ing-mei was again accused
3of plotting against the emperor. This plot may also have been fabri

cated, since at least two of the men who received rewards for reporting

it were members of T1ai^tsung’s personal retinue before he became
4emperor. Following this accusation T 1ing-mei was relieved of the

‘5post of Metropolitan Prefect of Kaifeng*

1* SS XIII, 244: 8669*

2, HCP 22: 13a, The record states that he "begged” to be
positioned beneath Chao P'u, but there is little doubt that this was 
forced* See also Chapter 2, pp. 19-20*

3* HCP 23: 2b, 3a* See also SS XIII, 244: 8666-67.

4* The two were Ch'ai Yu-hsi and Yang Shou-yi, See Chiang
Fu-ts ' ung,, Sung-shlh hsin-t' an, p. 83 *

5 * HCP 23: 3a . SS XIII, 244: 8666.
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T'ai-tsung still perceived T'ing-mei as a threat and even

after this accusation did not feel secure. Consequently, in the fourth

month of 982, he made another plot with his new ally Chao P'u. Chao

P'u, having gained the Prime Ministership, was intent on using his new

position to get even with Lu To-hsiin: "P'u several times ridiculed

To-hsun and ordered him to retire. But To-hsiin coveted power and the

solidifying of his position, and was unable to personally decide

[whether to retire]."^ Thus both Chao P'u and T'ai-tsung had similar

objectives —  each wished to dispose of someone whom he saw as a threat

to his own position. So they plotted to show that Lu To-hsun and

T'ing-mei were involved in communeiations disloyal to the throne. The

HCP account continues: "Just at this time P'u investigated and obtained

[information concerning] the matter of communeiation between To-hsun and

the Prince of Ch'in, T'ing-mei. Subsequently he made it known [to the

emperor]. The emperor was angry.... He reprimanded To-hsun and turned

him over to the Minister of War ^  and he was sent down to
2the Censorate to be tried."

In the course of this trial Lu To-hsiin admitted, probably under 

torture, that he had secretly sent Chao Po to report important matters 

of the Secretariat Chancellary to T'ing-mei. He also confessed that 

he had, once again through Chao Po, informed T'ing-mei that he wished 

the emperor would soon die so he could serve T'ing-mei. T'ing-mei had

1. HCP 23: 4b.

2. Ibid. The story is also included almost word for word in 
T'ing-mei's biography, S£ XIII, 244: 8667-69.
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reportedly answered that that also was his desire, and had personally

sent bows and arrows to Lu To-hsun, which he had accepted.^

Following the trial Lu To-hsiin was banished to Y a i - c h o u j
2in the far south of the empire. He died in exile there in 985.

T 1ing-mei was forced to return to his own residence, probably under 
3house arrest, and all of the messengers and co-conspirators were

4.beheaded outside the city gates.

The guilt of these men, and their punishments, had been 

suggested in a memorial presented by seventy-four officials headed by 

Wang Po, who had once before helped out Chao P'u when he was in 

trouble.̂  Thus it seems that with this trial there occurred a shift 

in the power structure at court, with T'ing-mei's faction driven from 

power and replaced by those loyal to Chao P'u.

Curtis Chung Chang suggests that T 'ing-mei had gotten caught 

in a factional struggle between Chao P'u and Lu To-hsun because he had 

been on good terms with Lu To-hsun's fact ion.^ It seems more likely, 

however, that his fate was the result of a trade of favors between 

T'ai-tsung and Chao P'u. Chao P'u used his power and influence in the

1. HCP 23: 4b, SS XIII, 244: 8667.

2. SS XIII, 264: 9120.

3. It seems that his private residence was in the Western
Capital, Loyang, SS XIII, 244: 8668.

4. Ibid., also HCP 23: 5a.

5. See Chapter 2, pp. 16^17.

6. Curtis Chung Chang, p. 26.
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bureaucracy to help T 1 a.î tsutig eliminate T ’ ing-mei , while T1 si-tsung

agreed to support Chao P'u in his campaign of revenge against Lu To^

hsun. The focus of the plot was obviously T fing-mei. The HCP follows

this story with an account of the intimate connections between T fing-

mei and a number of the men who were found, guilty and beheaded. The

Sung History also mentions a number of officials who belonged to T'ing
1mei's faction and were sent out of the capital along with him. On 

the other hand no mention is made of Lu To-hsun1s followers or his
i

previous connections with those found guilty.

The fabrication of this plot linking T1ing-mei and Lu To-hsun 

indicates both the extent of Chao P'u's power and the treacherous 

nature of T*ai-tsung. During the reign of T'ai-tsu, Lu To-hsun had

sided with T ’ai-tsung in his plan to succeed to the throne and had
' 2 helped to protect Ta’i-tsung from the attacks of Chao P'u. That T'ai

tsung and Lu To-hsun were close is evident from the fact that Lu To-

hsun served as Prime Minister from the time of T 'ai-tsung's accession

until he was found guilty of this plot. This makes it more probable

that the plan to link T 'ing-mei and Lu To-hsun originated with Chao P '

rather than T 'ai-tsung. Had the plan been of T 'ai-tsung's making, Lu

To-hsiln would not have been included. However, since the publication

1. HCP 23: 4b, 5a, 6a. SS X U I , 244: 8668. The HCP account 
mentions the officials who were sent out from the capital with T'ing- 
mei, but does not say that they were T'ing-mei's followers.

2. Chiang Fu-ts'ung, "Political Disputes", p. 5.

3. Cho Meng-an (p. 30) also lays the responsibility for this 
plan on Chao P'u.
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of the oath of the golden casket document, Chao P'u was in an excep

tionally strong position vis-a-vis T'ai-tsung. Since he was the only 

witness to the supposed oath, he was the key to T'ai-tsung's legitimacy, 

and he could cause serious trouble for T'ai-tsung by making it known 

that the document was a forgery. Now, as a condition for his helping 

T'ai-tsung to get rid of T'ing-mei, he played this trump card in order 

to force T'ai-tsung to aid him in putting an end to Lu To-hsun. T'ai- 

tsung showed the extent of his suspicion and treachery by agreeing to 

this and siding with an old enemy and betraying an old friend.

The plot against T'ing-mei was concluded the next month, the 

fifth month of 982. It is reported that Chao P'u felt that T'ing-mei's 

banishment to Loyang was not sufficient and therefore instructed the 

Prefect of Kaifeng ^ ^  , Li Fu 5- , to send up a letter

saying: "T'ing-mei will not repent his faults and harbors a grievance.

I beg that he be moved to a far district in order to guard against his 

rebelling."^ Following this there was an imperial rescript demoting 

T'ing-mei as Duke of Fu-ling District A  , and banishing him

to Fang-chou ',x/j .̂  He died there in 984.

Chao P’u was richly rewarded throughout the remainder of his 

career on account of his aid to T'ai-tsung in these affairs. Wang Po- 

ch'in lists seven instances of the special treatment given Chao P'u by

1. SS XIII, 244: 8668, HCP 23: 8a.

2. Ibid. According to Cho Meng-an (p. 30), Fang-chou was also 
the place where Empress Wu of the T'ang had imprisoned her son Chung-
tsung ij> , and where Emperor Fei of the Chou /f} y|| i-j- had been
exiled by the Sung.
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1T ' ai-tsutig o When 9 in 983 s Chao P ? u was sent out as Regional Commandant

of Wu-sheng Military Prefecture, the emperor wrote him a poem as a
2 3parting gift. . In 987 Chao P ’u was enfeoffed as Duke of Hsu. In 988

he was again appointed Prime Minister and allowed the extra privilege

of returning home early from, court audiences. The following year he
4was exempted from attending audiences altogether. When Chao P ’u was

sick the emperor often visited him.^ In 992 he was enfeoffed as Duke

of W e i A t  the same time he resigned as Secretary General of the
7Secretariat, and T 'ai-tsung specially presented him with gifts.

Finally, when Chao P ’u died the emperor personally wrote a tomb
8inscription for him.

1. Wang Po-ch’in, p. 315.

2. See Chapter 2, p. 20..

3. See Chapter 2, p. 27.

4. See Chapter 2, p. 32.

5. Ibid.

6. See Chapter 2, pp. 33-34.

7. See Chapter 2, p. 34.

So See Chapter 2, p. 36.



CHAPTER 5

CONCLUSION

Chao P'u was somewhat of an anomaly» In his scheming, and back

biting he was a product of the political maneuvering of the Five 

Dynasties period-. His primary concern of protecting his own career at 

all costs was also probably a reaction to what he observed as the quick 

vicissitudes of fortune during that period- Yet he was also, possibly 

unwittingly, instrumental in putting an end to the instability of that 

period and in establishing the governmental policies and character 

which dominated the Sung-

In his constant attempts during T'ai-tsu's reign to break the 

power of the Regional Commandants and to split up the power of the 

central army, Chao P fu was perhaps first of all trying to block the 

accumulation of power by T fai-tsung, whom he perceived as a threat to 

his own position- Similarly, since his own position was so dependent 

upon that of T'ai^tsu, it is likely that his plan to establish Pre- 

fee tural Vice-administrators and his proposal to have taxes collected 

directly by the central government, plans which both contributed to the 

growing concentration of power in the hands of the emperor, were put 

forward primarily for the purpose of self-preservation-

In regard to the problem of imperial succession, Chao P ’u was 

prominent in reestablishing the traditional practice of primogeniture 

as the precedent for the rest of the dynasty. Once again it is hard
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to determine whether he did this out of principle or self-interest, 

although the latter seems more likely« Dufing T'ai-tsu's reign he no 

doubt felt that he would in the future have more influence with T'ai- 

tsu's son than with T 1 ai-tsutig» Thus he tried to block T'ai-tsung in 

the hope that Te^chao would be the heiro Later, during T Tai-tsung1s 

reign, Chao P'u was obviously aware of the fact that T fai-tsung desired 

to pass the throne on to his sons, so he once again advocated primo

geniture, thereby gaining the good graces of his former enemy•

In all of these areas Chao P'u's effect on the Sung dynasty 

was considerablee But he was, above all else, simply very good at 

utilizing current events in such a way as to fulfill his personal 

ambitionso
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HOP Hsu tzu-chih t1ung-chien chfang^pien? Li T ’aOo
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HTS Hsin t?ang shu, Ou-yang Hsiu and Sung Ch'i.
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SC Shih chi, Ssu-ma Ch1ien*
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TTSL Tung-tu shih^lueh, Wang Ch1 eng.
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