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PREFACE

This is not a biography of Richmond Pearson Hobson.
Rather, it is a study of his political career, which covered
the years from 1904 to about 1917. These were his most
significant years of achievement. His early and later
years are briefly discussed in order to provide meaningful

.background material as well as perspective.
Most of what has been written about Hobson was 

written during his lifetime. And because he was so contro
versial, most of these writings were polemical, either 
showering him with abuse or with high praise. There has 
been little written about him since his death in 1937.
The Dictionary' of' American Biography perpetuates some of 
the myths contained in the contemporary accounts upon which 
its article on Hobson was based. A careful study based 
extensively on primary sources has been badly needed for • 
some time.

The present dissertation is based primarily on the - 
large collection of Hobson's papers in the. Library of Con
gress . His published writings have also been used exten
sively. Scholarly monographs and articles have been used 
as a basis for describing the historical context within 
which Hobson moved. Contemporary articles in newspapers.
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and magazines have been utilized with circumspection. It 
is important to remember that the controversies in which 
Hobson was prominently involved often divided very sharply 
the opinion of the press. Hobson1 s big--navy proposals, and 
warnings about Japan, for example, were sometimes condemned 
with an almost hysterical viciousness by the anti-prepared
ness press f such as the weekly Independent.

A number of people have helped make this disser
tation possible. The staff of .the Library of Congress has 
been very helpful. Dr. Oliver H. Orr, of the Library’s 
Manuscripts Division, as a friend who has been through 
the task of writing a dissertation on a Southern progres
sive, has given freely of his time. Hobson’s daughter,
Mrs. Lucia Hobson Stokes, has provided me with many details 
of her father's life which have enriched my understanding 
of him. She has been, moreover, a source of constant 
encouragement. I am greatly indebted to my adviser. 
Professor H„ E. Bateman, whose patient advice and encourage
ment have guided me from the beginning. Above all, my wife 
has helped me in innumerable ways, and has provided encour
agement when I needed it most.
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ABSTRACT

Richmond Pearson Hobson was born in Greensboro, 
Alabama, in.1870. He graduated first in his class at 
Annapolis in 1889, and became a Naval Constructor- in the 
elite Naval Construction Corps. During the Spanish--American 
War he carried out and miraculously survived a suicide 
mission, and achieved extraordinary fame as a war hero.
He left the navy in 1903 as a result of an illness, and 
embarked on a career as an orator. His message was the 
greatness of America and the need for a larger navy. He 
quickly became an accomplished speaker, and gained wide 
popularity throughout the country.

He was defeated when he ran for Congress from 
Alabama in 190 4, but fan again and won in 1906. He 
served in the House of Representatives from 1907 to 1915.
In Congress, as a member of the Naval Affairs Committee, 
he became an important factor in securing increased 
appropriations for the enlargement of the navy. He was 
also instrumental in obtaining the establishment of the 
office of Chief of Naval Operations and the Council of 
National Defense. He achieved some popularity, as well as 
severe criticism, for his repeated warnings of the possi
bility of war with Japan. ,He was an enthusiastic advocate
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vxii
of most progressive reform measures, and took an active 
part in.the enactment of many of them. He became closely 
identified with one of the most controversial of these, 
prohibition. He was the first Congressman to introduce an 
amendment to the Constitution, in December, 1911, for the 
establishment of national prohibition. This measure 
achieved a majority vote in the House before Hobson left 
Congress in 1915. The necessary two-thirds vote was not 
forthcoming until 1917. Hobson, gave up his seat in the 
House in 1914 to run for the Senate against Oscar Underwood. 
When he was defeated, he continued his fight for prohibition 
as a speaker for the Anti-Saloon League.

He attempted to return to Congress in 1916, when 
an additional Alabama Congressional District was created, 
but he was narrowly defeated by William Brockman Bankhead.
He then renounced politics, and turned to pressure groups 
as the best medium for social reform. In 1921 he left the 
Anti-Saloon League, and founded the Alcohol Education Asso
ciation. He believed wholeheartedly in the efficacy of 
education, and knew that prohibition would never be effec
tive without a thorough program to educate the public to 
the dangers of alcohol. He later formed organizations to 
combat the evils of narcotics. He consistently urged the 
government to play a larger role in improving the general 
welfare of the public through health and educational



programs, and public works. Like most progressives, he 
had the vision to foresee the development of the federal 
government as an effective instrument for social betterment. 
Unlike most progressives, he foresaw the inevitability of 
world leadership for the United States f as well as the 
great responsibilities this would entail.

Throughout his life Hobson wrote several books and 
many articles. He was a man of great vision who, in 1895, 
foresaw that the United States would emerge as the leading 
world power from the next European war, and that Russia 
would eventually annex Eastern Europe. He believed in a 
divine plan of evolution in which man was developing into 
a more humane and noble creature. His faith in people was 
such that he believed that it was enough simply to expose 
an evil to cause men to band together to destroy it. His 
accomplishments might have been greater had his actions 
been based on a more accurate judgment of his fellow man.



CHAPTER 1

THE MAKING OF A REFORMER (1870-189 8) '

I am not a disciple of Swedenborg nor of Darwinr 
great scientist as he was« I certainly do not share 
the materialistic,, atheistical philosophy of Robert 
Ingersoll. I know that nature is not trying to 
develop a race of physical giants, but a race of 
noble men, rising higher and ever higher in spiri
tual attributes.1

Upon the outbreak of the Civil War,. James Marcellus 
Hobson of North Carolina^ then twenty-one years of age, 
educated at the University of North Carolina, enlisted in 
the Confederate Army as a private. He was wounded during 
the battles at Malvern Hill, Chancellorsville, and Spotsyl
vania. He rose to the rank of first lieutenant by the time 
of the battle of Spotsylvania, but he was captured there, 
and spent the final fourteen months of the war as a.

pprisoner.
At the end of the war he returned to his home in 

North Carolina. There he read law under State Chief Justice 
Richmond Mumford Pearson. In 1867 he was admitted to the

1. Richmond Pearson Hobson, in U. S.. , Congressional 
Record, 63rd Cong., 3rd Sess., 1915, LII, Pt. 2, 1474-1475.

2. Thomas McAdory Owen, History' of Alabama and 
Dictionary of Alabama Biography (Chicago: The S. J. Clarke
Publishing Co., 1921), III, 821.
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2.
bar, and married his mentor’s daughter, Sarah Croom Pearson. 
This wedding united two of the state's leading families. 
James Hobson's mother was a sister of John Motley Morehead, 
who had been governor of North^Carolina from 1841 to 1845, 
and was the cousin of two governors of Kentucky named 
Morehead. Sarah Croom Pearson, besides being the daughter 
of the Chief Justice, was a descenderit of Elder William 
Brewster of the Mayflower. Her brother, Richmond Pearson, 
was to serve in Congress as a Republican Representative 
from North Carolina for six years beginning in 1895. The 
young couple inherited the Croom family plantation at 
Greensboro, Alabama, and moved there to make it their home. 
In Greensboro Hobson began, a career as a lawyer, probate 
judge, and member of the state legislature.^

The town of Greensboro lies in west central Alabama, 
in the Black Belt, forty-six miles east of the Mississippi 
border. The nearest city of any size was Montgomery, eighty

3. Mary A. Hobson, Bulmer Family Chronicle from 
1050 to 1936 (Carnalea, Ireland: no publisher, l937T7~oh
multilith, ."p. 207; Richmond Pearson Hobson to W. O. 
Saunders, August 30, 19 28, in Richmond P . Hobson Papers 
(Library of Congress, Washington, D. C.).; Dumas Malone, 
et al. (eds.), Dictionary of American Biography (New York: 
Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1927-1958), XIV, 360; Hugh TaImage 
Lefler and Albert Ray Newsome, The History of a Southern 
Sbate:• North Caro1ina (rev. ed. Chapel Hills University 
of North Carolina Press, 1963) , pp. 343-344, 666 ? Owen, 
History of Alabama, III, 821; U. S. Congress, Biographical 
Directory or the' American Congress , 1774-1961 (Washington: 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 1961), p. 14 37; New York 
Tribune, June 12, 1898, Sec. II, 1:1.



miles to the east, with a population of 10,5 88. Five years 
after the end of the Civil War, Greensboro's population 
was 1760, of whom 788 were white. - On the west side of the 
town the main street came to an end at the Groom mansion. 
The house had been completed in 1838, and was a typical 
Southern plantation mansion fronted with massive white 
Corinthian columns. Its rooms were large, its ceilings 
high. It was set in a grove of magnolias/ cedars, and 
water oaks. This was "Magnolia Grove." The mansion stood 
on a rise of ground, dominating the country around it.
Here James and Sarah Hobson raised a family of four sons 
and three daughters. Their second child and second son 
was born on August 17, 1870. He was named Richmond 
Pearson Hobson, after his illustrious grandfather, the 
Chief Justice.

Young Richmond as a boy showed a driving determi
nation to excel in all activities. According to reports 
of his friends, schoolmates, and teachers, "Rich" was an 
excellent athlete, the fastest runner, the best swimmer, 
and the most accurate rifleman.^ "He was ever the quiet,

4. Hobson to W. 0= Saunders, August 30, 1928, 
Hobson Papers °r Hobson, "Memorandum of Record and Service 
prior to the Spanish War," typewritten, 189 8, Hobson Papers 
U. S. Census Bureau, A Compendium of the Ninth Census, 1870 
pp. 113, 115 ? New York Tribune, June 12, 1898, Sec. II, 1:1

5. New York Tribune, June 12, 1898, Sec. II, 1:1; 
Birmingham Age-Herald, June 8,1898,p . 3.



resolute,, purposeful, intrepid youth/'® but also modest, . 
considerate,.and a good companion.^ After early private 
schooling, he entered Southern University when he was 
thirteen, and there, according to his professor, he led 
his class and won "all h o n o r s / '8 it was at Southern 
University, a Methodist school, that he developed his 
oratorical skills, and became the champion debater in the 
literary society. He was active socially as a member 
of the Kappa Alpha fraternity. He received his religious 
training at home from his very devout mother, and in the 
Episcopal Church. He was interested in temperance even 
before he left Greensboro in 1885. He did not get into 
fights, but was known as a formidable boxer when put to 
the test.̂  In his autobiographical novel, Buck Jones at 
Annapolis, Hobson described the young hero as "just like 
other boys in most respects, but in two. things he was 
different. He had - to be first and he had to carry out 
his resolves."I®

6. Birmingham Age-Herald, June 8, 189 8, p. 3.
7. Ibid., June 7, 189 8, p. 3.
8. New York Tribune, June 12, 1898, Sec. II, 1:1.

9. Ibid.; Birmingham Age-Herald, June 8, 189 8,
p. 3, March 2, 1904, p. 3.

10. Hobson, Buck Jones at Annapolis (New York:
D. Appleton and Co., 1907),"p. 11.



' -5
The boy possessed an independent and original mind 

which was excited by military subjects„ "Richmond was 
always interested in Army and Navy matters and in soldier 
businesshis father asserted,11 while on a trip to New 
Orleans when he was fourteen, he saw the old warship 
Tennessee, He was fascinated by it, and made a detailed 
study of its construction and operation. He was soon 
expressing a desire to go to Annapolis, In the congres
sional district in which he lived, appointment to Annapolis 
and West Point at that time was based on competitive exami
nations, Young Richmond took the tests as soon as he felt 
ready. He passed successfully, and in May, 1885, he was 
admitted to the United States Naval Academy, He was three

1 Omonths shy of being fifteen years of age, •"
Hobson's iron will and determination were put to 

severe tests during his four years at Annapolis, and his 
success under such conditions was extraordinary, Moreover,' 
he was the youngest member of his class. His pride, 
personal habits, high ideals, and romantic outlook on life

11, New York Tribune, June 12, 189 8, Sec, II, 1:1,
12, - Ibid,; Birmingham Age-Herald, June 8, 189 8, 

p. 3? Hobson, "Memorandum of Record," Hobson Papers,
13, U, S, Naval Academy Alumni Association, Inc,, 

Register of Alumni, Graduates and Former Naval Cadets and 
Midshipmen (Annapolis: U, S, N. A, Alumni Association,
1967) ,“p7 30,



made him the subject of severe hazing from his own class
mates. as well as from upper c l a s s m e n , 14 He later asserted
that he had "run the gamut of hazing at Annapolis in perhaps

1 5its severest form," In Buck Jones at Annapolis he des
cribed some of the humiliating ordeals he and his classmates 
were put through. He believed that hazing was a harmful, 
cruelf and ignoble form of discipline, and as an upper 
classman he never hazed anyone himself. In Congress twenty- 
five years later, he supported a measure' toughening the 
punishment for h a z i n g . H e  had a habit of reading from 
his Bible and saying his prayers daily. His mates jeered 
him for this, and he was soon nicknamed "Parson,1’ Later, 
after surviving a swimming accident in which he saved the 
life of a fellow cadet, he was called "Parson Tough."1^

Cadet Hobson's strict concept of duty led to his 
most serious hazing incident at" Annapolis. It was the 
custom for the Cadet Officer of the Day to overlook the 
infractions of his.own classmates, while duly reporting

14, See subsequent paragraphs for details and
sources.

15.. U. S. , Congressional Record, 61st' Cong., 2nd 
Sess., 1910, XLV, Pt. 3, 3261.

16. Ibid., 3261, 3262; Hobson, Buck Jones at 
Annapolis, passim.

17.. Birmingham Age-I-ierald, June' 8, 189 8, p. 3.
See also Hobson's own fictionalized accounts in Buck Jones, 
pp. 79-80, 104-105. ™ .



those of others. "Parson" Hobson, however,, when given the 
Officer of the Day assignment, recognized no such unwritten 
niceties, and performed his duty with commendable impartial
ity. His classmates retaliated by putting him "in Coven
try," which meant that they refused to speak to him when not 
required to by duty. Hobson remained "in Coventry" until he 
graduated, a period of about two years.-*-® There is a 
story, perhaps apocryphal, that at one point it was decided 
that the ban should be lifted, but Hobson himself refused, 
saying that he had got along all right without them, and 
saw no reason why he could not continue to get along without 
them."*"®

In Buck' Jones at Annapolis Hobson described how the 
hero was "put in Coventry" for the same reason as Hobson 
himself. Buck Jones, moreover, is presented as the center 
of a continuing struggle for dominance between two groups 
of cadets. When Jones is first ostracized his closest 
friend immediately joins him out of comradeship. Eventual
ly others join them, and at the end the opposing group is 
disgraced, while Jones and his followers are dramatically

18. U. S., Congressional Record, 63rd Cong., 1st 
Bess., 1913, L, Pt. 6, 56 42; New York Times, June 7, 189 8, 
2:4; Birmingham Age-Herald, June "8, 1898, p. 3. .

19. New York Times, June 7, 1898, 2:4.



o nvindicated. Hobson did have at least one close friend. 
Cadet (later Admiral) Sumner Kittelle, who stood by him 
throughout his o r d e a l =21 Moreover, he was active in the 
Academy Y. M= C» A., and rose to be its president, so his

p psocial life could not have been completely barren= '" He 
worked hard, held to his principles, and achieved many 
honorsc By his final year he was in command of the cadet 
battalion, and had won the respect of his fellow cadets.
He was graduated at the head of his class, and at the grad 
nation ceremony was cheered by his c l a s s m a t e s = 23

Since 1879 it had been the policy of the Naval 
Academy to send its top-ranking graduates to Europe for 
further study in ship design and construction. This was in 
recognition of the increasing complexity.which modern tech 
nology brought to naval warfare and warships. This devel
opment had, in fact,, outrun the facilities in the United 
States to teach such a course on a level of sophistication

20. Hobson, Buck Jones, pp. 329ff.
21. Note by Mrs. R. P. Hobson, Hobson Papers.
22. Note in"Mrs. R. P. Hobson6s handwriting on 

cover of the Handbook of the U. S. Naval Academy Y„ M. C. 
A., Hobson Papers.

23. U. S. Navy Department, Division of Naval 
Records and History, "Rear Admiral Richmond P. Hobson, 
Construction Corps, United States Navy, Deceased," on 
multilith, April 1, 1952 (3 pages), p. 1? New' York Times, 
June 7, 189 8, 2:4; Birmingham Age~Heraid, June 7, 1898, 
p. 3.



equal to that available in Europe„ An Annapolis graduate 
selected for this program became a naval constructor. This 
was a staff position and one of great prestige. Regular 
naval officers resented this policy, and complained that it 
deprived the fighting force, the line, of the best men„

. None of those selected for constructor's school had ever 
refused the h o n o r . ^4 After a "seasoning” tour of duty 
aboard the U. S. S.. Chicago, with the "Squadron of Evolu
tion" in the Atlantic Ocean from July, 1889, to October, 
1890, Hobson was selected for the Construction Corps and 
was given the opportunity to study in Europe. He quickly 
accepted the honor, and was soon on his way to Paris. He 
spent one year at the Ecole Rationale Superieure des Mines, 
and two years at the Ecole d'Application du Genie Maritime. 
He graduated from the latter "with distinction." Instead 
of seeking relaxation or diversion during the summer months, 
the ambitious young naval officer went to the French ship
yards where he made first-hand observations of ship con
struction. He later, used this information in an article 
discussing the possibility of war in Europe. He completed 
his program of study in September, 1893, and was then

24. Edwin Bjorkman, "Uncle Sam's School for Warship' 
Builders," New York Times, December 4, 1904, III, 8:1; 
William H. Ward, "Lieutenant Hobson," ' Review' of Reviews, 
XVIII (July, 1898), 36-37.



10
briefly assigned to the American Embassy in London. While 
in England he took advantage of the opportunity to observe

p 5the state of the British shipyards."
But it was not "all work and no play" for the young 

American officer during his stay in France and England.
While in Paris he was a member of the White Rovers Soccer 
Club; In sports he showed the same extraordinary zeal that 
characterized his other pursuits in life. A member of an 
opposing British team said disparagingly of Hobson that he 
"always played as though he did not know on which side he 
was on. He kicked all over the place,- and among the most 
celebrated of these kicks was one that put a prominent 
member of our club to bed'for six weeks „ "26.

The young naval constructor returned to the United 
States in December, 1893. For the next five years his driv
ing ambition won for him a reputation as a resourceful and 
determined innovator. During the Sino-Japanese War, he 
requested to be sent to the theatre of operations as an 
official observer of the United States Government. On 
October 2, 1894, he sent this request to the Secretary of 
the Navy, Hilary Herbert. Not receiving a reply within four 
days, the impatient lieutenant, who' was then stationed in

25 . Hobson, "Memorandum of Record," Hobson Papers 
U. S. Navy Department, "Rear Admiral R. P. Hobson," p. 1.

26. London To-Day, cited without date in the New 
York Tribune, July 29, 1898, 6:4.
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Washingtonf D. C= f- .took his proposal in person to the Secre
tary c Hobson was told he could go if he could obtain 
letters of permission from the legations of the two bellig
erents.^ Meanwhilef the Chief of the Bureau of Navigation, 
assigned to answer Hobson5s letter, and not knowing of this 
development, belatedly rejected the lieutenant's request 
with:a curt note that "the Department deems it unnecessary, 
to send a Naval Constructor to the Asiatic Station."2 8 
Hobson, obtained the necessary permission from the Chinese 
and Japanese legations, but opposition developed within the 
Department, and ultimately he was not s e n t . 29

A year later Hobson was trying to be assigned to 
a station in the European area where the prospect of war 
seemed likely to him. A simple refusal was not enough to 
dampen his determination. After being turned down, he asked 
his uncle, Richmond Pearson, a Republican Representative in

27. Hobson to Hilary Herbert, Secretary of the 
Navy, October 2, 189 4, Hobson Papers? G. M. Ramsey, Chief, 
Bureau of Navigation, Navy Department, to Hobson, October
6, 1894, with note by Hobson on reverse, Hobson Papers? 
Hobson, "Memorandum of Record," Hobson Papers.

28. G. M. Ramsey to Hobson, October 6, 1894, 
Hobson Papers.

29. D. W= Stevens, Secretary, Japanese Legation, 
to Hobson, October 7, 1894, and October 9, 1894, Hobson 
Papers? M. Y. Chung, Secretary, Chinese Legation, to 
Hobson, October 8, 1894, Hobson Papers? Note by Mrs. 
Hobson, undated, in Hobson Papers? Hobson, "Memorandum 
of Record," Hobson Papers? Birmingham Age-Herald, June
7, 1898, p. 3.
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Congress from North Carolina, to speak to Secretary Herbert 
in his-behalf. It was in this way that he learned that his 
personal ambition and his patriotic enthusiasm had earned 
him a powerful enemy within the Department„ In declining 
to transfer Hobson* fellow-Alabaman Herbert pointed out to 
Representative Pearson that he believed the young naval _ 
constructor' s.-abilities amounted to "genius*" but that he 
had not maintained- "that entente cordiale or that sense of 
subordination with and to [his] superiors which the disci
pline and good of the service require." The Secretary went 
on at; length * and hinted that someone within the Construc
tion Corps had turned him against Hobson. This may have 
been Francis T. Bowlesf an equally ambitious* but more■ 
orthodox *' naval constructor* ten years ahead of Hobson at 
Annapolis * and with whom Hobson had some disagreements. 
Hobson was not discouraged* and the following year he again 
requested assignment to E u r o p e . 0̂

In 1894 young, Hobson wrote an article on inter
national relations which brought him prominently to the 
attention of naval authorities in this country and abroad.

30. Hobson to Secretary of the.Navy Herbert * 
November 16* 1895 * Hobson -Papers ? Richmond Pearson to 
Hobson* December 6 * 1895* Hobson Papers; W. McAdoo* Acting 
Secretary of the Navy* to Hobson* September 10* 1896 
(telegram)> Hobson Papers; 1906 campaign biography of 
Hobson* author unknown-* mimeographed (1906?) * 8 pages* 
in Hobson Papers; U., S. Congress * Biographical Pi re c t ory 
of the American Congress * p. 1437.
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The article was entitled "A Summary of the Situation and 
Outlook in Europee" and was published in 1895 in the 
Proceedings of the United States' Hav'al Institute.,^ In 
the article lie concluded that war was imminent in Europe 
following a long period of peace and of preparation for 
war o ̂ 2 The immediate threat came from Russia and France, 
two allied powers who were dissatisfied with their existing 
boundaries«, The Triple Alliance, on the other hand / repre
sented satisfied powers and was a defensive arrangement„ 
Although Russia and France seemed to hold the balance of 
power, they could not wisely begin a war because Great 
Britain, with her great naval superiority, could be expected 
to side with the Triple Alliance and thus reverse the 
b a l a n c e . 33 Hobson estimated, however, that by 1896 or 1897 
the Dual Alliance would achieve naval superiority over the 
British, and might therefore begin a war at that time.34 
In such a war the United States, with sufficient naval power 
to protect her neutral rights, would gain from the expendi
tures of the belligerents and "fall heir to vast shipping 
tonnage and world-wide commerce.” Moreover, the United

31. Vol. XXI (1895), 349-385. A copy is in the 
Hobson Papers.

32. Ibid., 349-350.
33. Ibid., 355-356, 359-360, 364.
34. Ibid., 366.



14-
States could achieve world political leadership as the 
result of' such a des tructive European war „ ̂ 5 Hobson, con
cluded that the way to - prevent the continued expansion of 
Russia---the most serious long-term threat~-was for Great 
Britain, in concert with the Triple Alliance, to take the 
offensive against the Dual Alliancee or, preferably, for 
all of Western Europe to unite against the. common enemy 
to the East. Russian expansion, he maintained, was the 
gravest threat to Western Civilization. 6̂

There was a "Discussion" of the article which 
appeared in the same issue. It included comments from 
American and British naval experts, as well as a final 
reply by Hobson.^ The critics thought Hobson expected 
events to develop more rapidly than the facts indicated, 
that he ignored too many imponderables', and that he exag
gerated the threat of Russia.^8 Hobson replied that the 
outcome of the Sino-Japanese War, concluded after the 
article was written, required important modifications of 
his original conclusionsJapan had emerged as a great 
power and as a serious threat to Russia, in the Far East.
This made the Triple Alliance superior in Europe and-took

35, Ibid., 352.
36. Ibid., 356, 384-385.

. . . 37, Ibid., 386-407. '
38. Ibid., 386-393.
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the pressure off Great Britain as the makeweight, 9̂ Hobson 
denied that he was making exact predictions; he was only 
discussing probable developments latent in the existing 
situation,^ He pointed out that the threat from Russia 
could be read from her history,. For 400 years she had 
expanded steadily in all directions, Although Russian 
expansion seemed to invigorate the lower races in Asia,.
"it drags down mercilessly the higher races; it would throw 
Europe back almost to the days of serfdom, with long, 
agonizing, but relentless pangs„ The Russianization of 
Poland is a case of the process of this assimilation,11 
Hobson concluded presciently that Russia's "absorption of 
Southeastern and large additional portions of Central 
Europe appears inevitable. Whether Western Europe is to 
follow will depend on the capacity of the western nations
for union,

Hobson made the novel suggestion, in 1896, that 
naval constructors, who were traditionally confined to dry 
land, be allowed .sea duty so as to observe the "operation 
of ships under actual sailing conditions, He also requested 
that the first naval constructor so assigned should be

39, Ibid,, 394-395.
40, Ibid., 40 6.
41. Ibid., 404.
42. Ibid,, 407.
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himself. This time the Navy Department granted his request. 
That summer he was ordered aboard the flagship New York, 
under Admiral Francis M. Bunce. During these years he was 
also stationed at the Brooklyn Navy Yard, and, at the time 
of his appointment to .sea duty, was Officer in Charge of 
Construction at the Navy Yard in Newport News, V i r g i n i a . 43 
He was still able to find time to write an occasional

I
article on technical naval matters.44

Hobson demonstrated a highly-developed ability to 
defend himself against criticism. In 1897 his superior 
Officer, Naval Constructor Joseph J. Woodward, accused him 
of neglect of duty when some defective castings.of parts 
for two ships passed his inspection, As a punishment, he 
subjected Hobson to a series of technical questions which 
were put with the apparent intention of humiliating him 
before his juniors and the clerical help. Hobson had no 
difficulty answering the questions, but he then sought 
redress for the humiliation from the Secretaty of the Navy.
In a forty-seven page statement, he explained why the error
in the castings was not his fault, and why he felt that

1 • ; .

43. 1906 campaign biography of Hobson, author 
unknown,' mimeographed (1*9 06?) , 8 pages, Hobson Papers;.
U. S. Navy Department, "Rear Admiral Richmond P . Hobson," 
p. 1.

44. "The Disappearing Gun Afloat," Proceedings of 
the. U. S. Naval Institute, XXII (1896); "The Yacht Defender 
and" the Use of Aluminum in Marine Construction." Proceedings 
of the Uv S. Naval Institute, XXIII (1897).
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the examination to which he had been.subjected was degrading 
to himself and to the uniform« The "Assistant Secretary of 
the Navy at that time was Theodore Roosevelt t ande as seems 
so often to have been the case, was Acting Secretary when 
a decision was to be made = In an official letter to Hobson„ 
the Acting Secretary stated that nafter careful consider
ation of your letter „ „ „ as well as of the statement in
regard thereto submitted by Naval Constructor Woodward, that 
officer has been informed that his conduct on the occasion 
in question merits and receives the Department's unqualified 
r e p r o b a t i o n . "45 Hobson's relationship with the future C h i e f  

Executive had begun -quietly but auspiciously. It was to wax 
warmer, during the coming years as each grew famous, and 
finally to end in 190 8 under humiliating circumstances for
Hobson. • ■

In the summer of 1897 Hobson's, proposal for a post
graduate. "course in naval, construction at Annapolis was . 
accepted. This would finally make "the "Naval Academy inde
pendent of the naval schools of Europe "where Hobson and 
others had been sent for their graduate "training since 1879.

45. Joseph J. Woodward, Naval Constructor, to 
Commandant, Navy Yard, Norfolk, Virginia, April 24, 1897; 
Woodward to Hobson, April 24, 1897? "Statement in Reply to 
Charges," by Hobson (typewritten), May 6, 1897? Hobson to 
Commandant, Navy Yard, Norfolk, Virginia, May 10, 1897, 
and June 4, 1897 ? T. Roosevelt, Acting Secretary of the 
Navy, to Hobson, June 24, 1897? all in.the Hobson Papers.
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Hobson designed the course to run for three years, the same 
period as at the European schools. The entire program, 
organized by Hobson, was to be put into the hands of a 
single professors Hobson himself. The first class began 
their work under Hobson that autumn„ Before the class was 
very far along, on February 15, 189 8, the battleship Maine 
was sunk in Havana harbor.^ Hobson had earlier requested 
that in the event of war he be transferred to the Line "and 
be assigned duty afloat in the Squadron to be actively 
engaged in prosecuting the war."^  Although the nation 
was still at peace, he quickly obtained permission to take 
his students to Florida, and there join the North Atlantic 
Squadron to continue his graduate program at sea. He was 
also put to work directing construction of a naval station 
at Key West. The action for which Hobson had long been 
hoping finally seemed about to materialize. And the young 
lieutenant, was - determined to be where that action was.̂  ®

After the outbreak of the war with Spain, the North 
Atlantic Squadron, under Admiral William T. Sampson,

46. Hobson, "Memorandum .of Record," Hobson Papers p 
1906 campaign biography, Hobson PapersU.S. Navy Depart
ment, "Rear Admiral Richmond P. Hobson," p. 1.

47. Hobson to Commandant, Navy Yard, New York,
March 4, 1896, Hobson Papers.

48. Hobson, "Memorandum of Record," Hobson Papers; 
1906 campaign biography, Hobson Papers? U. S. Navy Depart
ment , "Rear Admiral Richmond P. Hobson," p. 1,



bombarded Matanzas and San Juan, Puerto Rico* A faster 
Spanish fleet, under Admiral Pascual Cervera y Topete, 
sailing from Spain, eluded the waiting American vessels 
and slipped into Santiago Harbor« Admiral Sampson soon set 
up a blockade of the harbor. Hobson, aboard Sampson's 
flagship New York, had devised a plan to clear enemy harbors 
of mines and torpedoes. The plan involved the' use of bat
tering rams which could be kept afloat by the use of 
thousands of small air containers. They would be, in
effect, unsinkable ships„ Admiral Sampson replied that he
had decided that he did not want such unsinkable ships, but, 
on the contrary, one which could be sunk in the narrow mouth 
of Santiago Harbor. This would seal in the Spanish fleet, 
and prevent its escape« The elusive Admiral Cervera had 
already caused some embarrassment to the American Navy by 
sailing into Santiago undetected. His small fleet was now 
outnumbered and outgunned. . If he should escape from his 
place of refuge through the blockade he. could prolong the 
war indefinitely.49

49. U. S. Navy Department, 'Annual Report's for the
Year 189 8: ' Mi's cell a'ne'ous Reports (Washington; U. S.
Government Printing Office, 1898), pp. 8-11; U. S. Navy 
Department, "Rear Admiral Richmond P. Hobson," p. 1?•
William A.M. Goode, With: Sampson through' the War (New 
York: Doubleday and McClure, 1899), pp. 104-147; R. P.
Hobson, The Sinking of the "Me'rr'imac" (New York: The
Century Co.", 1899) , ppL 1-7.
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Hobson set about drawing up plans for sinking a ship 

in the mouth of the harbor. An old coal ship, the collier 
MerrimaCf was having engine trouble and causing delays e so 
it was selected by Sampson for the assignment. With her 
bottom half full of coal she could be depended on to lie on 
the bottom at the appointed site without drifting. Hobson's 
plan called for ten torpedoes to be tied against the outside 
of the ship, below the waterliner and spread along the port 
side. .Anchors at each end were to be thrown out at the last 
minute to correctly position the ship. The Merrimac1s 
commander, Captain J. M. Miller, assumed he would be the 
one to sink his own! ship. But Hobson pleaded that his 
knowledge of ship construction, of explosives, and of the 
details of the plan itself, made him the only possible 
choice. Admiral Sampson agreed with him. Captain Miller 
and other officers begged to be allowed to go with Hobson, 
but Sampson refused them all. The plan called for seven 
men to be aboard to carry out the work required to get the 
ship in position and sink her. Volunteers were requested 
and hundreds responded, even though they knew the assign
ment meant almost certain death. Hobson selected those who 
possessed the requisite skills and whom he believed were the 
most reliable. The ship was made ready, and at about two
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o'clock on the morning of June 3,, Hobson and his men headed 
the Merrimac toward Santiago Harbor»

Hobson was well-fitted by temperament and training 
for such a mission. He had always driven himself to push 
above and beyond others„ He had worked hardf and he knew 
he was capable of great things, The heroic excitement of 
navy life which he had looked forward to as a boy had never 
materialized in the years of study and routine work in navy 
yards, But he had never given up hope that there would 
someday appear an opportunity equal to the heroic propor
tions of his romantic imaginings, He was still a young 
mant not yet twenty-eight,, and supremely self-confident„ 
Physically and psychologically he was so well-prepared 
for his dangerous mission that when a fellow officer ex
pressed concern that he must not tire himself preparing 
the ship before setting outr Hobson assured him that he 
"was in excellent shape, with pulse normal, nerves steady,
■— if anything a tinge phlegmatic,--brain as clear as a 
bell— in fact, only in 1 second wind,' as it were, while

50o Hobson, The Sinking, pp. 12-62, 84-88; Goode, 
With Sampson, pp. 143-150; W. T. Sampson, Rear-Admiral,
U. S. Navy, Commander in Chief, U. S. Naval Force, North 
Atlantic Station, to the .Secretary of the Navy, June 3,
189 8, cited in U. S. Navy Department, Annual Reports for 
the Year 189 8: Appendix to the Report of the' Chief of
the Bureau of Navigation (Washington; U. S. Government
Printing Office-, 1898) , pp. 437-438.
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51the limit of endurance was not in sight."

As the Merrimac steamed into the harbor the Spanish 
shore batteries opened fire from both sides of the harbor 
entrance. The silent collier continued to glide into the 
narrow opening. When the ship had reached the appointed 
place e the torpedoes were set off by means of electrical 
connections. Only two of them exploded. Of the other 
sevenf three had been found to have faulty connections 
before starting out, but there had been no time to correct 
the error. The electrical apparatus of five others had 
been damaged by the Spanish shells. Though taking on 
waterf the Merrimac continued to drift inward with the 
rising tide. To make matters worse, her steering mechanism 
had been shot away. The bow anchor was released, but 
failed to take adequate hold. The stern swung arounde and 
the stern anchor was dropped. But the old collierf like 
her famous namesakep seemed indestructible. She drifted 
between two Spanish warships, and finally, with the help 
of hits from enemy torpedoes, slowly sank in an area of the 
channel where she did not block the harbor adequately. A 
month later when the Spanish fleet tried to leave the 
harbor, the Merrimac .lay in such a position, and its un~ 
exploded torpedoes posed such.a danger, that the Spanish

51, Hobson, The Sinking, p. 75.
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could not risk a night movement, but had to have the bright 
light of day. Moreover, the ships had to move very delib
erately and maneuver sharply to get around the Merrimac.
As a result, they emerged slowly and one at a time, per
mitting the blockading American fleet to attack them 
easily. In the ensuing battle every Spanish ship was 
destroyed, while the American ships suffered no damage.
The fact that the obstruction caused by the Merrimac had 
indeed been of benefit to the Americans was not recog
nized in the United States until 1934 when a Spanish 
officer testified to this effect. Hobson's heroic exploit 
had not been in v a i n . ^2

Hobson -and his men lay quietly on the open deck 
during the worst of the shelling. Hobson speculated on 
the manner, of his seemingly imminent death,, concluding that 
he would probably be sheared in two by a shell. With 
nothing else to do during the last moments afloat on the 
Merrimac, he took his pulse and found it normal. In fact, 

he felt "more phlegmatic than usual." The small boat they 
had brought along for their escape back to the American

52. Ibid., pp. 76, 88-116? U. S. Navy Department, 
Annual Reports', 189 8: ' Mis'cel'laneou's Reports, pp. 13-14?
U. S. Congress, House, Naval Affairs Committee, Hearings 
on Sundry iegi'siatiou Affecting Nav'ai Establishment,
1933-34, 73rd Cong., 1st and 2nd Sess=, pp. 157?-1614 
(Hearing on H. R. 9221, to authorize the appointment and 
retirement of Richmond Pearson Hobson in the grade of 
Rear Admiral in the Navy, May 4, 1934), pp. 1579-1614.
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fleet had been shot away and was lost to them. They stayed 
on the open deck until it sank beneath them. They then 
remained afloat by holding on to a small raft called a 
catamaran. They kept only their heads above water, and 
stayed close to the catamaran to avoid detection„ Mirac
ulously, none of them were seriously hurt. At dawn a 
Spanish launch, carrying Admiral Cervera, approached, dis
covered the desperately tired Americans, and took them 
prisoner. They were treated well and honored as courageous 
men by their captors. They were held in captivity for a 
month, and, on July 6, 189 8, three days after the destruc
tion of the Spanish fleet off Santiago, they were turned 
over to the American Army as part of a prisoner exchange. 
They found that they were being hailed as great heroes.53 

Hobson especially was being proclaimed one of the 
greatest heroes of all time. The difficulty and danger of 
his mission was described by naval expert Park Benjamin as 
follows:

There is no parallel to the achievement in the 
history of naval warfare. Somers showed a like 
magnificent daring when he blew up the ketch in 
the harbor of Tripoli; and Cushing's dash upon 
the Albemarle was superb. But these men had simply . 
to go to a definite point and destroy quickly, 
trusting to good fortune to escape with their lives. 
Both of them crept to their destination in little 
vessels under cover of the night. Hobson steamed 
into that channel with a huge four-thousand-ton

53. Hobson, The Sinking, pp. 92-123, 124-306.
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ship in plain view of the batteries, moved to a 
particular spot, maneuvered his vessel in a parti
cular way, and sank her in a particular position 
under a hail of shot and shell which rendered the 
chances of success apparently infinitely remote«
To conceive that the thing could be done at all was 
an inspiration; to be willing to attempt it argued 
a degree of personal courage which is heroic; to 
do it coolly, deliberately, and with professional 
certainty under that fearful fire showed an intel
ligent intrepidity which is m a r v e l o u s , 54

An anxious American nation, worried by the threat- 
of an enemy fleet so nearby, was overwhelmed with gratitude 
toward the handsome young lieutenant who had so heroically 
assured them of the courage of the American fighting men. 
Perhaps, too, the fact that Hobson was a Southerner, that 
the ship was named the Merrimac, symbolized for them better 
than anything else that the United States was again a truly 
united nation.

For some reason the first press reports asserted 
that the Merrimac mission had been successful in blocking 
the h a r b o r . 55 Admiral Sampson's report at the time indi
cated that it had failed, but made no definite statement 
other than that "a careful -inspection of the harbor from 
this ship [a steam launch seeking survivors] showed that 
the Merrimac had been sunk in the channel somewhat farther

54. Cited in Ward, "Lieutenant Hobson ,11 Review 
of Reviews, XVIII (July, 1898), 39.

55. Ibid.; New York Times, June 4, 189 8, 1:4, 
June 5, 189 8, 1:2.
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in than had been i n t e n d e d . A n  Associated Press corre
spondent e George Edward Grahamf aboard Admiral Winfield 
Scott Schley's shipf asserted' that -the report of success 
came from the Spanish,, who had immediately sent word of 
the survivors' safety. Clarification finally came a month 
later when the enemy fleet showed the world that it could

c 7indeed leave the harbor.
The American press of the day was not famous for 

its sense of responsibility or for its restraint. It had 
labored hard to create a. war, and now it labored equally 
hard to create a hero. Hobson was indeed a hero f but the 
overenthusiasm of the press led ultimately and inevitably 
to a letdown, to a sort of national indigestion. Hobson 
himself contributed something to this through his own 
actions. lie refused to play the simple hero's role while 
it was demanded of him, and to sink back to obscurity when 
the public tired of him. He knew there was ■ greatness in 
himself, and he knew it was not because he had done a single 
heroic act. That he had volunteered for a dangerous mission 
and had carried it off was simply a natural continuation of 
the established course of his life. That he survived it

56. W. T. Sampson to Secretary of the Navy, June 3, 
189 8, cited in U. S. Navy Department/ Annual Report's/' 189 8; 
Appendix, p. 437.

57. George Edward Graham, Schley and Santiago 
(Chicago: W. B. Conkey Co., 1902), p. 227.



was a freak of nature, an unexpected twist of fate, which 
propelled him suddenly'onto a larger stage, directly before 
the public. He was to find that the attention of the pub
lic , while offering great potential opportunities to an 
ambitious man like himself, was unfortunately a two-edged 
sword.



CHAPTER 2

THE HERO AS DEMAGOGUE (1898-1905)

When ye build yer triumphal arch to yer conquerin' 
hero, Hinnissey, build it out of bricks so the 
people will have somethin' convanieht to throw at 
him as he passes through„1

A tall, slim, unassuming young man stood quietly on 
the deck of the ferry Castleton as it steamed into New York 
Harbor. His pale blue, eyes looked out past a rather large 
nose and a thick, drooping mustache„ He was dressed in a 
plain brown tweed suit and black derby hat. No one paid 
much attention to him until Congressman James Wadsworth, 
of New York, was overheard identifying him as the famous 
Lieutenant Hobson. It was July 22, 189 8, and "the hero of 
the Merrimac was on his way to Washington with dispatches 
from Admiral Sampson to the Secretary of the Navy = Having 
been identified as the actual hero, Hobson was immediately 
surrounded by cheering passengers who pushed forward to 
shake his hand. The enthusiasm that the press had been 
generating around the country now found its object, and

1. Finley Peter Dunne ("Mr. Dooley"), cited in 
Christopher Morley (ed.) , The Shorter Bar'tle'tt's Familiar 
Quotations (New York; Pocket Books, Inc., 1953), p. 109.

2 8
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the public vented upon him all its attention„ Hobson bore
up under this assault extremely well. As the Hew York
Times editorialized,

he .has shirked the "ovation" which was waiting 
for him, being recognized only by accident and in 
spite of himself. He is altogether too much ab
sorbed in business to take account of the circum
stance that he is a hero. =■ . . This'is a new
type of National hero. He would not do at all for 
a melodrama. But he will do very well indeed for 
real life.2

In New York Hobson hurried to the train station for a quiet 
trip to Washington. He was recognized while trying to slip 
unobserved through Union Station in the capital city, and 
had to be rescued from his admirers by the police. He was 
whisked to the Navy Department where he carried out his 
mission of delivering the dispatches. Secretary of the Navy 
John D. Long then took him to the White House where the 
young naval constructor discussed at length with President 
William McKinley the feasibility of raising and repairing 
the sunken Spanish ships off Santiago. There was already 
a disagreement over this matter, and the young lieutenant 
wasted no opportunity to enlist the support of the President 
for his viewpoint.^

The Merritt and Chapman Wrecking Company of New York 
had already advised the government that the Spanish ships

2. New"York Times, July 23, 1898, 6:3.
3. Ibid., 12:1; Grand Rapids (Michigan) Herald, 

March 11, 1917, p. 4, clipping in Hobson Papers.
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were beyond saving- Hobson, appointed Inspector of Spanish 
Wrecks, had, in his thorough and methodical way, worked out 
a system of salvaging them„ A chance to do the impossible, 
or the difficult, held a strong attraction for him- He was 
soon given a chance to try his plan. In order to raise the 
ships he had.air pumps set up to empty a single compartment 
of water long enough to have the compartment made airtight, 
As each compartment was repaired it was again filled with 
water to keep the ship from drifting about on the ocean 
floor, Once all the compartments were made airtight, the 
water was pumped out of them a final time, and the ship, 
full of air, rose to the surface. This procedure was 
successful, But the work itself was extremely hazardous. 
Many of the compartments contained stores and parts of 
human bodies that were in a state of decomposition, . Working 
daily in this sort of atmosphere resulted in a rapid turn
over of Cuban workers who became ill, Hobson himself, 
supervising this underwater ordeal, developed a fever.
When doctors assured him that it was not yellow fever, 
although they did not know what kind it was, he went back 
to his work. Two of "the largest Spanish ships sunk off 
Santiago were raised by Hobson's method. One of them, 
the Keina Mercedes, has served as the station ship at 
the United States Naval Academy since 1912. The other was 
abandoned while being towed to the States, and was damaged
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beyond repair in a storm before it could be recovered.
This incident infuriated Hobson, who had worked so hard 
to save the ship. He was not with the ship when it was 
being taken to the States, but the officer in charge had 
had little faith in it, and when he received a storm warning 
he abandoned it. The ship did not sink during the storm, 
but was driven onto an island where it was pounded into 
scrap metal between the waves and the rocks. The salvage 
project off Santiago was brought to an end with this 
debacle.̂

Hobson was next given orders to proceed to Hong 
Kong, where three Spanish gunboats, rescued from the bottom 
of Manila Bay, were waiting to be rebuilt. He was to travel 
across the United States by train, and then board ship in 
San Francisco for the rest of the journey. He made arrange
ments to speak in some of the cities through which he would 
be passing. These speaking engagements, accompanied by a 
reception or a banquet, were sponsored by various patriotic 
organizations. When he had first returned as a hero to his 
country, he had been besieged with offers to make personal 
appearances. He rejected all those which were not connected

4. U. S. Navy Department, "Rear Admiral Richmond 
P. Hobson," p. 2; Hobson to W. 0. Saunders, August 30, 1928, 
Hobson Papers; U. S. Congress, House, Naval Affairs Commit
tee, Hearings,' 1933-34, pp. 1579-1614; U. S. Navy Department, 
Annual Reports , 189'8 1 ' Miscellaneous Reports, p. 16.
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with religious or. charitable groups „ A particularly persis
tent theatrical promoterf James' B. Pond, had repeatedly 
urged' Hobson to take a leave of absence for sixty or ninety 
days, and to lecture across the country for $1000 per night. 
Besides this blandishment. Pond lavished Hobson with flat
tery , The high-minded hero did not answer these importunate 
letter's, Nor did he grant Pond an interview. He was not 
concerned with being a public attraction,' nor with earning 
large sums of money. At that time his main concern was to 
undertake the difficult job of saving sunken ships that 
were supposed to be beyond saving.

In December, 189 8, Hobson set out across the country 
on his way to the Far East for more salvage work. He was 
to stop at Chicago on December 18, and speak at the Union 
League Club on the need for a larger navy. The arrangements 
for this appearance had been made by the Naval Reserve ' 
Association of Illinois, A scandal, which badly tarnished

5, U, S, Navy Department, "Rear Admiral Richmond 
P, Hobson," p » 2; New' York Times, July 30, 189 8, 7;5, August 
5, 189 8, Is7”, August 6 , 1898, 7:5, December 25, 1898, 1:3; 
Denver Rocky Mountain News, December 22, 1898, p, 5; Program 
of the "Meeting for the Benefit of the New York Soldiers' 
and Sailors' Families Protective Association," August 4,
189 8, Hobson Papers; General John McNulta, President, Naval 
Reserve Association of Illinois, to Lt, Commander John M, 
Hawley, Navy Department, December 30, 189 8, copy enclosed 
with letter McNulta to Hobson, December 30, 189 8, Hobson 
Papers? James B, Pond.to Hobson, July 24, 1898, August 8, 
1898, August 8, 1898 (again), September 21, 1898, Hobson 
Papers,
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Hobson's public imagee had its beginning amid these formal 
and patriotic circumstances„ The President of the Associ
ation f General John McNulta, afterward gave this account of 
the concluding ceremoniess Following Hobson1s speech, those 
in the audience lined up to shake his hand* Two "elegant, 
refined young ladies" were recognized by Hobson as the 
daughters of former governor Daniel G* Fowle of North 
Carolina, a distant relative of his* After talking briefly 
together. General McNulta asked the.ladies to give Hobson 
a kiss, which they did. This act seemed to end the formal
ity of. the occasion, and those waiting in line "were moved 
by considerable merriment." Other young ladies wanted to 
join in the fun, and "a large number" of them did kiss the 
handsome bachelor as they filed by. They were encouraged 
with applause by the rest of those present, including Gen
eral McNulta. The .fun-loving General did not think "that 
there would be any more criticism of these aqts than would 
be given to an ordinary country frolic." But newspaper 
reporter's from H. H . Kohlsaat’s Post and Time's Herald were 
present, and their stories promptly created a sensation in 
the press.®

6. General John McNulta to Lt. Commander John M. 
Hawley, December 30, 189 8, copy enclosed with letter McNulta 
to Hobson, December 30 , 1898, Hobson Papers.
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Representatives from Kansas City^ where Hobson was 

to appear,next, were present at the Chicago festivities.
They were so delighted with the kissing development that 
they made arrangements to have it repeated the following 
evening at the conclusion of Hobson5 s;scheduled appearance 
in their city. They went ■ furthere and, as McNulta put it: 
"To give zest to it, the facts were exaggerated, in the 
nature of a pleasantry or competition between Kansas City 
and Chicago. "r̂ The newspapers made the most of it. Some 
stories were obvious exaggerations, facetiously written, 
as, for example, one which described Hobson as circulating 
among the women , kissing them, and if they resisted,
"General McNulta assisted him in pinioning the prisoners."8 
This was clearly absurd, but the article did contain ele
ments of truth about the occasion which lent some credi
bility to the whole. Those who took these articles at 
their face value were outraged, and no amount of explain
ing ever erased completely from the public mind the image 
of a lecherous and undisciplined Hobson.

More than a hundred girls in Chicago, and about the 
same number in Kansas City, kissed Hobson (he was not doing 
the kissing, but was being kissed). When he had seen the 
newspaper accounts he allowed no further kissing. At his

7. Ibid.
8. New York Tribune, December 23, 189 8, 8:2.
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next receptionf in Denver, Colorado, more than a thousand 
women turned out to see him, but there was no repetition 
of the kissing incident. The newspapers, however, kept 
elaborating on the original stories for several months„ 
Hobson's defenders pointed out that it was traditional for 
military heroes to be honored with kisses, but the precedent 
setters all seemed to be elderly generals, -such as George 
Washington, Andrew Jackson, Winfield Scott, William Sherman, 
Phil Sheridan, Robert E. Lee, and Ulysses S. Grant, while 
Hobson was a mere twenty-eight year-old lieutenant. The 
discussion continued in the newspapers long after Hobson

Qhad left the country for Hong Kong. In August, 1899,
Hobson wrote a letter to a friend, excerpts of which were ■ 
published in the New York Times, stating he believed that 
the girls who had kissed him, many of whom were only chil
dren i had done so out of a feeling of patriotism and must 
not be blamed in any way. He himself, he characteristically 
volunteered, should be held solely responsible for the 
incidents, which were in any case entirely innocent and

9. General McNulta to Lt. Commander Hawley, Decem
ber 30, 1898, copy enclosed with letter McNulta to Hobson, 
December .30, 1898, Hobson Papers ? New York Tribune, December 
20, 1898, 6:5, December 23, 1898, 8:2; New York Times, 
December 22, 189 8, 1:3, December 25, 189 8, 1:3, January 
15, 1899, 1:4? New York Pispatch, December 27, 1898 (?), 
p. 4 (undated clipping in Hobson Papers) ? San' Francisco 
Examiner, December 24, 189 8, clipping in Hobson Papers ? 
Denver Rocky Mountain News, December 22, 1898, p. 5.
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above b o a r d * The New York Times had summed up the situ
ation in April, 1899, four months following the episode;

Newspapers in every State are daily printing 
derisive or contemptuous paragraphs, in which the 
unfortunate Lieutenant is charged with exploiting 
himself and his brief- cruise on the Merrimac.
* „ « It is hard, indeed, that Lieutenant Hobson's
magnificently earned glory should be smirched, his 
high ambition chilled, and his career imperiled 
by what at worst was a trivial indiscretion, per
haps on his part and more probably on that of his 
too demonstrative admirers.

It would seem that Hobson escaped from the country 
just in time. With cries of "ShameI" still echoing in his 
ears he went to work in Hong Kong rebuilding Spanish gun
boats while his fellow officers ostracized him. Whether 
they did so out of outrage at his reported conduct toward 
the ladies back home, or out of jealousy, professional or 
otherwise, was never determined. At any rate/ Hobson 
ignored them in return, and found his pleasures where he 
could. As one observer remarked, Hobson found "no diffi
culty in taking a prominent part in the social life of 
Hong-kong, and [was] gaining many favors beyond the reach 
of his less prominent comrades. But Hobson was nonethe
less pursued by the unfortunate publicity for several years.

10. New York Times, August 15, 1899, 6:4.
11. ' Ibid., April 29, 1899, 6:4.
12. Ibid., June 2, 1899, 6:5.
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While Hobson was stationed in the Far East? Congress 

continued to mull over a joint resolution expressing its 
thanks for his heroic deed and authorizing.his promotion„
The joint' resolution had been introduced on June 17/ 189 8f 
while Hobson was still a prisoner of Spain, by Alabama Cong
ressmen Oscar W. Underwood in the House, and John Morgan- 
in the Senate„ It had become contingent on the promotions 
and rewards for others in the Santiago campaign, and then 
entangled in a bitter controversy between Admirals Sampson 
and Schley over the movement of Schley's naval squadron 
during the war. Speaker of the House Thomas B . Reed and 
Representative John Dalzell of Pennsylvania had done the 
most to delay passage of the resolution, and Schley's 
testimony had helped them do this. Sampson, on the other 
hand, had urged quick passage.' Meanwhile, the Asiatic 
Squadron, under Admiral George Dewey, had already received 
its rewards from Congress. The debates and controversy 
ovqr Santiago dragged out until February, 1901, when the 
resolution was finally passed. It promoted Hobson ten 
numbers (that is, it moved him ahead of the ten men imme
diately above him in the small Construction Corps). His 
title was changed from Assistant Naval Constructor to Naval 
Constructor, and he was given the extraordinary advancement 
of three grades in rank, from lieutenant to captain. He 
was the youngest man ever to achieve the rank of captain.
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The significance of the promotion otherwise was that he 
gained very little by it, aside from the resentment of 
other naval officers <, The Construction Corps was in many 
ways an elite, and-Hobson was made the superior of men like 
Davis W« Taylor, who had graduated from Annapolis four . 
years ahead of him, and who, in 1901, still held the record 
for the highest grade average ever achieved at the Naval 
Academyo Moreover, naval constructors were paid by longev
ity and not by rank, so Hobson was not given a raise = But 
by this time he was being plagued my more serious problems„ 
The fever he had contracted while working inside the sunken 
Spanish ships off Santiago was beginning to affect his 
eyes.3-3

After completing his assignment in Hong Kong, Hobson 
was transferred to the Naval Station at Manila. While there 
his eyes began to trouble him, and, on June 4, 1900, he 
underwent an ophthalmic examination by a military medical 
board. The board informed him that he was suffering from an 
inflammation of the retina. This condition promised to

13. Ibid., June 18, 1898, 7:2, August 28, 1898,
3:6, February 17", 1901/ 18:3; Representative Richmond 
Pearson to R. P. Hobson, August 8, 1899, Hobson Papers;
John D. Long, Secretary of the Navy, to Senator John T. 
Morgan, January 31, 1901, copy in Hobson Papers? Park 
Benjamin, ■ "Hobson's Resignation," Independent, LV 
(February 12, 1903), 359; U. S. Navy Department, "Rear 
Admiral Richmond P. Hobson," p. 1; "Memorandum on Activities 
of Captain Richmond P. Hobson," (one printed page, no author 
or date [1920?]), Hobson Papers.
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continue indefinitelyand eventually to lead to blindness 
even though his vision was still good. The inflammation was 
aggravated by any eyestrain such as that caused by close 
desk work or by bright light. Hobson's work as a construc
tor required him to spend his days, poring over blueprints 
or in making inspections while supervising construction in 
the ' glare of naval shipyards. Believing himself to be 
doomed to blindness if he remained in the Navy, Hobson soon 
began a long and unsuccessful campaign for a medical retire
ment. Although he was never to go blind, he would be con
tinually plagued with eye, nose, and throat illnesses, 
and later to develop spinal arthritis. He traced the 
origin of these troubles to the fever he had contracted 
while working inside the Spanish wrecks in 189 8.^

In September, 1900, Hobson was sent back to the 
United States, and was assigned to the Brooklyn Navy Yard. 
Three months later he was hospitalized for several days with 
typhoid fever. He believed this illness was simply another 
manifestation of his other illness, and it may have been at 
this time that he decided he must get out of the Navy at 
all costs. While he waged his campaign for retirement, the

14. Hobson to the editor of the Montgomery Adver-. 
tiser, March 15, 1903, Hobson Papers? U.»S. Congress, House, 
Naval Affairs Committee, Hearings, 1933-1934, pp. 1579-1614? 
U. S. Navy Department, "Rear Admiral Richmond P. Hobson,"
p. 2.
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Navy Department cooperated to the extent of giving him ■ 
assignments, which would not aggravate his condition. In 
April, 1901, he was assigned to the Bureau of Construction 
and Repair in WashingtonD„ C,’ He was sent as a special 
representative of the Navy Department to the Pan American 
Exposition at Buffalo, New York, and to the exposition at 
Charleston, South Carolina, In January, 1902, he appeared 
before a Retiring Board which had authority to rule only on 
his present ability to perform the duties of a naval con
structor, He freely admitted that there seemed to be noth
ing wrong with his present ability to work. It was a ques
tion, he asserted, of the probability of eventual blindness 
if he remained in the Navy in any meaningful capacity,
Future developments, the Board maintained, were not within 
its jurisdiction, and declared him fit for duty, Four 
months later Hobson was relieved of his "soft" duties, and 
was appointed Superintending Constructor of the Crescent 
Shipyard at Elizabeth, New Jersey,

Hobson now took his case to Congress, President 
Roosevelt did what he could by submitting Hobson's request 
to Congress along with his own special message of

15, U, S, Navy Dept., "Rear Admiral Richmond P. 
Hobson," p. 2? Hobson to the editor of the Montgomery Adver
tiser, March 15, 1903, Hobson Papers? U. S. Congress, House, 
Naval Affairs Committee, Hearings, 1933-34, pp. 1579-1614? 
New' York Times, December 2, 1900, 3 :3, December 5, 1900, 
875T~



endorsement. Hobson also obtained endorsements from the 
Chief Naval Constructor and the Secretary of the Navy.
There seemed to be no obstacles in the way of a bill to 
retire him. But there were rumors that the ambitious naval 
constructor was planning to run for Congress from his home 
district in Alabama^, once he was out of the Navy. When 
Hobson sought out his Congressional Representative, to ask 
him to introduce his retirement bill in the House, he met 
a serious setback. Representative John Hollis Bankhead 
was not eager to help launch another man's political career 
at the cost of his own, and instead of giving his consti-. 
tuent the help he asked, he exerted his considerable in
fluence to block the bill. Hobson soon found that he had 
to settle for Republican support, and his bill was intro
duced by Malcolm A. Moody of Oregon in the House, and by 
Jacob H. Gallinger of New Hampshire in the Senate. The 
bill was favorably reported out of the Senate Naval Affairs 
Committee, but it died on the calendar. In the House it 
failed to get out of committee before Congress adjourned. 
Congress reconvened in December, 190.2, but Bankhead's 
influence was apparently decisive. With a bare quorum 
present, the House Naval Affairs Committee, on January 9, 
1903, voted against reporting the bill.. The, vote was five 
to four, the majority comprising three Democrats and two 
Republicans, the minority comprising four Republicans. •
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It seemed that if Hobson wanted to leave the Navy he would 
have to resign his commission„^

Hobson was meanwhile busy planning a civilian 
careero He remembered the importunate theatrical agent„ 
James B. Pond, whose lucrative offers he had spurned in 
189 8» He contacted Pond, and together they worked out a 
lecture tour which would .take Hobson through most of the 
country„ He would speak on the American Navy and America's 
destiny. The tour would begin on February 2, 1903, at 
Williamsburg, Kentucky, and end on May 16 at St. Paul, 
Minnesota. Although billed as a "Pacific Coast Tour," it 
would cover twenty-two states plus the Oklahoma and Arizona 
Territories,, as well as several states east of the Missis
sippi River. Hobson was scheduled to speak five or six 

1 7times a week.
His retirement bill defeated in committee, and his 

lecture tour scheduled to begin on February 2, Captain

16. Hobson to the editor of the Montgomery Adver
tiser, March 15, 1903, Hobson Papers; U. S. President, 1901- 
09 (T. Roosevelt) , Message' Re'commending' Transfer' to Retired 
hist of Navy' of Richmond' Pearson Hobson (Senate Document 
2OT, 57th Cong., 1st SessFebruary 17, 1902)? U. S. Con
gress, Senate, Naval Affairs Committee, Report Favoring S. '. 
39 83 Authorizing' Transfer to Retired List' bf the Navy of 
Richmond Pearson Hobson (Report No. 1680, 57th Cong., 1st 
Sess., May 27, 1902)? New York Times, January 10, 1903,
8:6; Park Benjamin, "Hobson's Resignation," Independent, LV 
(February 12, 1903), 360? Buffalo (N. Y.) Illustrated Times, 
undated (1906?) clipping in Hobson Papers.

17. Poster giving details of Hobson's proposed 
"Pacific Coast Tour,” 1903, Hobson Papers„



Richmond Pearson Hobson submitted his resignation to Secre
tary of the Navy William Moody on January 29f 1903„ The 
Secretary, refused to accept the resignation, and instead 
asked Hobson, who had been on waiting orders for several 
months, to give himself another chance at regular duty.
Upon HobsonE s continued insistence, Moody accepted the 
resignation on February 6, after the new civilian had 
already begun his lecture tour.-*-® For Hobson, eighteen 
years in the navy, filled with study, frustration, and some 
capricious publicity, constituted his apprenticeship.for 
a political career.

The theme of Hobson's lectures was the role of 
the United States as a world power. His basic ideas on this 
subject he had set forth in an article published in the 
North' American Review, in October, 1902. Entitled "America 
Must Be Mistress of the Seas," the article emphasized the 
importance.of a big navy. With a liberal use of facts and 
figures, Hobson showed that the United States had 17,000 
miles of unprotected coastline, and -that it was the largest 
exporter in the world. Only the navy could protect this 
vast amount of property. As in his article on "The Situa
tion and Outlook in Europe," in 1895, he foresaw the_growing

18. New York Times,.January 18, 1903, 13:3, Feb.l, 
1903,. 1:4, Feb. 6, 1903, 3:3, Feb. 7, 1903, 3:4; telegram 
Moody to Hobson, Feb. 6, 1903, Hobson Papers; Park Benjamin, 
"Hobson's Resignation," Independent, LV (February 12,
1903) , 360.
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menace of Russia and the danger to the United States of a
European war. He warned that

the Navy only can give safe convoy or a clear road 
for passage„ „ . . The Navy only can insure our 
rights as a neutral, and permit us to realize the 
security of our isolation, and render us, in fact 
as in word, independent of European turmoil„19

The extent of America's coastline, and her ranking as the
largest exporter in the world, required, Hobson maintained,
that she have the largest navy in the world. There were
other justifications as well. Possession of the Philippine
Islands obligated America to protect them, and this amounted
to an extension, he asserted, of the Monroe Doctrine to that
archipelago. China was potentially one of the greatest
markets of the world, and the Open Door there must be kept
open. It must not be allowed to become like India and
Africa, their trade restricted by European colonialists.
It should be kept open as Japan was opened and kept open,
by the American method.21 Furthermore, America was becoming
increasingly involved in foreign trade, and wars in other
parts of the world were proportionately injurious to her.
With a powerful navy, the United States could help maintain

19. Hobson, "America Must Be Mistress of the Seas,". 
North American Review, CLXXV (October, 1902), 547 .

20. Ibid,. , 550-551.
21. Ibid., 549, 550-551, 552.



peace in the w o r l d * ^2 she would have to keep a large fleet 
in the Far East, and the size of her total navy "should be 
almost equal to the combined navies of the world * " with 
such.a navy, the United States could not only protect her
self and her various material interestsshe would also be 
able to "dictate peace to the world and » „ * wonderfully 
hasten the reign of beneficence in world p o l i c i e s * "24 Aside 
from maintaining international peace„ a big navy would also 
help "give effect to our general advocacy of free.institu
tions, to our advocacy of peace and of the brotherhood of 
m a n . "25 Hobson scotched the idea that such a large navy ■ 
would lead to militarism. Unlike a large army, which is 
spread throughout the land and is based on large numbers 
of armed men, the navy is confined to the coasts, and the 
number of men involved is relatively small* 26

Hobson's, references to the higher nature of man 
was typical of him. His speeches, books, and articles, 
are filled with them. Indeed, his life may be said to 
have been dedicated to the spiritual improvement of man.
He was quite religious, but usually kept the name of God

CNCM Ibid.i 553.
23. Ibid., 549, 550
24. Ibid., 554.
25. Ibid., 553.
26. Ibid., 554-55.
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out of his pronouncements, preferring to rely on statistics.
In this article he appeals to a sense of responsibility
with the words,

no man liveth unto himself? neither does any 
nation; no individual enjoys a blessing with
out a concurrent responsibility to his fellows, 
neither does any nation. With nations as with 
men. Heaven requires works proportionate to 
talents and opportunities.27

Hobson seemed to live by this dictum. In his speeches it 
became a part of the rhetoric, along with his appeals to 
noble ideals. He concluded this article with a reference 
to God, but it is apparent that what he calls the "will of 
God" is little more than the continuation of basic histor
ical developments, in this case the rise of America:

The most potential nation in history, standing 
upon the strategic vantage-ground of the world, 
with unparalleled equipment, is being called 
upon by the strongest demands of interest and the 
most imperative appeals of duty. Like the cumu
lative processes of nature, the movement will be 
irresistible. . . . America will be the control
ling World Power. . . . The race will work out its
salvation through the rise of America. I believe 
this is the will of G o d . 2 8

Hobson relied heavily on statistics, and he some
times drew startling conclusions from them. He explained, 
for example, that the average American was "from two to five 
times as vigorous as the average. European." The average •

27. Ibid., 551.
28. Ibid., 557.
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American, he went on, was taller than the average European, 
consumed more food, spent more years in school, and pro- . 
dueed more goods * .Furthermore, the United States contained 
more members of the Young Men's Christian Association than 
all the other nations of the world c o m b i n e d . 9̂ Not all of 
his facts were equally relevant, but most of the argument 
which underlay the rhetoric was sound. America was being 
thrust into world leadership, his basic argument went, and 
she must accept it and seize control of it. To turn her 
back on this responsibility, it continued, would only end 
in injury to herself and to people everywhere.

The men and women who went to see the hero speak, 
saw the same tall, slim figure of 189 8. But the mustache 
was now gone, and. the hair on his head was rapidly disap
pearing as well. He wore very plain suits and ties. He 
spoke with a deep voice which could carry in any hall in 
the country, as the Democrats were to.learn at .their 
national convention in 1904. He varied his talks along 
the basic lines of his North American Review article of 
the year before, modifying his conclusions as new statistics 
were made available, or finding additional facts and figures 
with which to augment the others. He developed his public 
speaking powers during this tour, but avoided the typical 
old-time Southern oratory which was so filled with ornate

29. Ibid., 545-546.
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rhetorico His fervent belief in his messagehis powerful
voicef and his flattering praise of America and Americans,
together made him a popular s p e a k e r . 0̂ One newspaper
described him as

impassioned, eloquent, masterful, tender, paying 
the highest tribute to woman’s worth and her 
potency in influencing the world for good, and 
making every man in his audience feel that to be 
an American citizen meant something grander, 
nobler and higher than he had ever felt it. to 
be before.31

Hobson was popular not only with the man in the street. 
Those who went to see him often included many of the local 
civic leaders. In Los Angeles, the mayor was one of "two 
hundred men, many of them prominent in the business, social 

- and religious life of the city," who were present at a 
Hobson banquet sponsored by the Y. M. C. A.^Z The guest 
of honor gave his usual speech. In short, Hobson proved 
to be a great success as a speaker. He would soon develop

30. McAlester (Oklahoma) Daily Capital, undated 
(1906?) clipping in Hobson Papers; Fort Scott (Kansas)
Daily 'Republican, February 28, 1903, clipping in Hobson
Papers; Phoenix Arizona Daily Democrat, March 26, 1903, 
clipping in Hobson Papers; Los Angeles Times, March 31,
1903, clipping in Hobson Papers; Los' Angeles Herald, March 
31, 19 03, clipping in Hobson Papers; Greensboro Alabama 
Beacon, September 16, 1903, p. 2, clipping in Hobson Papers; 
unidentified clipping, February 25 or 26, 190 3, in Hobson 
Papers. ■ . ' 4

31. Phoenix Arizona Daily Democrat, March 26,
1903, clipping in Hobson Papers.

32. Los Angeles Herald, March 31, 190 3, clipping 
in Hobson Papers.
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into a great orator, rivalling William Jennings Bryan in 
this respect. Following his "Pacific Coast Tour," he spent 
the summer on the Chautauqua circuit, then resumed his 
personal tour the next fall.

As 190 4 approached, Hobson prepared to run for 
Congress in his home state. His lecture schedule took him 
to Alabama in January, 1904, following the meeting of the 
State Democratic Committee. The committee met in Montgomery 
on January 7, and set the date for the Congressional primary 
for April 11. John Hollis Bankhead had represented the 
sixth Alabama district in Congress for eighteen years, and 
the security of his political career seemed assured. But 
in 1902 the state Democratic Committee adopted the direct 
primary system. Bankhead was sixty-one years old, and one 
of the senior men in Congress = But the new primary system 
made it possible for Hobson, already his enemy since the 
retirement bill controversy, to challenge his seat on the
hustings.34 ■

33. ibid. ; Los' Angeles' Times, March 31, 1903, 
clipping in Hobson Papers $ Fort Scott (Kansas) Daily Repub
lican, February 28, 19 03, clipping in Hobson Papers.

34. Montgomery' Advertiser, January 6, 1904, p. 10, 
January 12, 1904 7~P •> "~8, March 14, 1904,-p. 8? Birmingham 
A'g'e'-Heraid, January 6, 1904, pp. 1, 2, 4, 7, January 7,
19 0~4 7~pp° 2, 3; Albert Burton Moore, ' History of Alabama 
.(University, Alabama: University Supply Store, 1934),
pp. 659-660.
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The young challenger was taken under the wing of 

Lycurgus Breckenridge Musgrove, of Jasper, Alabama. "B'reck" 
Musgrove, eleven years,Hobson's senior, was a coal mine 
owner, banker, philanthropist, and publisher of the.weekly 
Mountain E a g l e He had become an enemy of the railroads 
when they had attempted to buy mineral lands in the state.
He had ambitions to run for governor, but had found consi
derable opposition to his candidacy. Through Hobson, he 
sought to loosen Bankhead’s hold on the state Democratic 
party machinery, and thereby gain a grip for himself. • 
Ironically, Hobson's success did not bring the hoped-for 
results. Although Hobson was unable to defeat Bankhead in 
1904, he did succeed in 1906. But Bankhead, in one of the 
greatest political reversals in the history of the state, 
turned from his 1906. defeat for the House r to be almost 
immediately elected to fill a sudden vacancy in the United 
States' S e n a t e H e  took his seat in the upper chamber on 
the same day that Hobson took his seat in the House. The 
frustrated Musgrove then hoped that the ambitious and na
tionally known Hobson might eventually go all the way to the 
White House. This dream evaporated by 1916, and Musgrove 
took to the field himself in 1920, in an attempt to unseat 
Senator Oscar Underwood.. He was defeated when a third can
didate with similar views entered the race and drew away 
enough votes to give Underwood a plurality. He ran for the
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Senate once againf in 1926 s in the Democratic primary , 
and had the honor of finishing last in a field of five 
headed by Hugo Black and John Hollis Bankhead, Jr. As 
far as Hobson was concerned, Musgrove was a good friend and

o 5a generous campaign manager for twelve years.
On January 10, 1904, Hobson arrived in Alabama, and 

delivered his lecture on "America's Mighty Mission" at 
Brookwood, in the sixth congressional district. The 
following day, he formally announced his candidacy for 
Congress from that district. The announcement came as no 
surprise. A few days earlier, when advised of Hobson's 
probable candidacy, Bankhead had laughingly referred to 
himself as a hunter whose rifle was always loaded so as 
never to be taken unaware. Hobson's announcement of January 
11 included a challenge to Bankhead for joint debates during 
the campaign. The incumbent replied that the burden of 
Congressional business would make it difficult for him to 
leave Washington to campaign. Meanwhile, Hobson continued 
his lecture tour through Alabama. He did not open his 
campaign in the sixth district until January 25 with a

35. Winfred G. Sandlin, "Lycurgus Breckenridge 
Musgrove," The Alabama Review, XX (July, 1967), 205-215?
New York Times, March 20, 1904, 22;3? Cassius M. Stanley, 
"Hobson as Hero and as Politician," Montgomery Advertiser, 
October 23, 1949, Sec. B, p. 3> Owen, History of Alabama, 
III, 91.
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speech at the court house in his home town of Greensboro.36

It was soon discovered that the new state primary 
election system, which had seemed to provide Hobson with 
his opportunity to contest the seat of Congressman Bankhead, 
might render him ineligible to enter the primary. The state 
Democratic committee required that all candidates must be 
registered voters, and Hobson had not registered in 1902 
when the books had last been open. The books would not be 
open again until July, three months after the primary.
Hobson had to go before the Democratic executive committee 
of the district and request them to make an exception in 
his. case. His excuse was that he had been out of the state, 
in the Navy, .at the time the books were 'last^open. The 
committee, after being informed that John Bankhead thought 
it best that Hobson be allowed on the ticket, recommended 
to the state 'committee that the necessary exception be
made.37

While Bankhead remained in Washington, Hobson began 
a vigorous campaign throughout the district, speaking 
several times' a day. The Bankhead, forces' were not idle,.

36. ' Montgomery Advertiser, January 6, 1904, p.10, 
January 12, .1904, p. 8; "Birmingham' Age-Herald, January 6, 
1904, pp. 2,. 4, 7, January 7, 1904, pp. 2, 3, January 12, 
1904, p. 1, January 26, 1904, p.- 3.

37. New' York Times, January 17, 1904, 1:5; Birming
ham Age-Heraid,7 February 13, 1904, p. 3; Moore, History of 
Alabama, pp. 659-660.
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however. On February 14, the Congressman's son, John H. 
Bankhead, Jr., a member of the Democratic executive commit
tee of Walker County, the most populous of the nine counties 
in the district, and containing over one-fifth of the 
registered voters of the district, was elected chairman 
of the committee« The committee would supervise voting 
in the primary election in' that county. The Birmingham 
Age'-Her'ald gave Hobson little chance of winning the. 
county.38

Three days later, Hobson took his campaign into 
Walker County and spoke at Jasper, the county seat. He 
announced that the main plank of his platform would be a 
bill for a larger navy. He attacked Bankhead's record in 
Congress, called him a railroad Congressman, and accused 
him of defeating his retirement bill. The newly elected 
chairman of the county Democratic executive committee was 
in the audience, and requested time to reply to the charges, 
but Hobson refused.39

In a speech in the same town the following evening, 
Hobson elaborated on his proposed navy bill. It would pro
vide for a $50,000,000 appropriation the first year, and

38. Birmingham, 'Age-Heraid, February 15., 1904, 
p. 6, February 16, 190 4, p. 3, February 17, 190 4, p. 3.

39. Ibid., February 17, 1904, p. 3, February 18, 
1904, p. 3.
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for annual increases of $10,000,000 until the United States 
had a navy equal in size to the combined navies of all the 
rest of the world. He promised that, if elected, he would 
get his bill passed within five years/ This was possible 
because if the bill did not pass during his first two 
sessions in Congress he would go before the constituents 
of those Congressmen who opposed the bill, and work for 
their defeat. This was the extent to which his faith in 
his oratorical abilities, and in his proposal, had grown.
He was a great believer in mind over matter, and in the 
efficacy of a strong will. The seriousness with which he

rtook himself and his beliefs made him a frequent target 
for ridicule. But many of those who saw and heard him
speak went away convinced';,

Throughout the campaign, Hobson occasionally gave 
his lecture on "America's Mighty Mission." Moreover, he 
was a lay reader in the Episcopal Church, and spoke every 
Sunday from a pulpit in one church or another. One Sunday 
a friend of Bankhead challenged his right to speak in an 
Episcopal Church, and Hobson responded by showing him his 
credentials as a duly appointed lay reader. At other time's 
he spoke to a Baptist Sunday school, and to the Epworth 
League on missionary opportunities in China. He had an

. 40. Ibid., February 19, 1904, p. 3.
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unusually good memory for names and faces, and astounded 
one cub reporter by warmly greeting him by name seven years- 
after they had first briefly met. Hobson6s popularity in 
the district rose so quickly that before the end of February 
Congressman Bankhead was on his way to Alabama from Washing
ton to take the stump himself and recover the lost ground. 
The extraordinary campaign which ensued was "such as has 
not been seen before or s i n c e .

Bankhead returned to Alabama and agreed to meet 
Hobson in joint debate on February 29 at the town of Hamil
ton. Several other dates for debates were also arranged, 
and Hobson offered additional dates. Hobson had first 
challenged Bankhead to debate when he announced his candi
dacy on January 11, but Bankhead had demurred on account 
of the pressure of official business in Washington. Hamil
ton was sixteen miles from the nearest railroad, but a 
large, crowd came from miles around by "wagons, buggies, 
and various sorts of. vehicles." A hardy group, they lis
tened to twehty-four local candidates speak before the two

41. Ibid., February 23, 190 4, p. 3, February 24, 
1904, p. 2, February. 26, 190 4, p. 5, February. 27, 1904,
p . 3; Montgomery Advertiser, March 7, 1904, p. 1.

42. Stanley, "Hobson," Montgomery Advertiser, 
October 23, 1949, Sec. B, p. 3.
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debaters began their duel which lasted four and one-half
, 43 ■hours»

In this first debate, Hobson opened with a speech 
of two hours, and Bankhead followed with one of one hour 
and fifty minutes', Hobson then made a concluding statement 
lasting about twenty minutes„ The audience received both 
speakers warmly, and the outcome was undecided, .Hobson 
explained his navy bill, and pointed out that its total 
cost over twenty years would be about two billion dollars.
He brought the argument home by pointing out that the price 
of cotton was being kept low because of the war between 
Russia and Japan, If the United States had a large enough 
navy it could have prevented the war from starting, China, 
he argued, was a great cotton market, and the war was 
keeping out American cotton. He showed that Bankhead had 
voted against several naval appropriation bills„ "It is 
my intention," Hobson avowed, "to study out these great 
questions, and then when I make up. my mind after careful, 
investigation, I will do what is right if the heavens 
fall,"^  He attacked Bankhead as an ally of the corpo
rations and the railroads, and accused him of voting for 
subsidies for the Southern Railway, When Hobson had

43, Montgomery Advertiser, March 1, 190 4, p. 5; 
Birmingham Age-Heraid, February 27, 190 4, p, 3, February •
29, 19 0 4, p. 2, March 2, 1904, p. 8,

44, Birmingham Age-Herald, March 1,. 1904, p, 1,
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concluded, Bankhead stood up and said that now that he had 
left his duties in Washington, he could devote all his time 
before the primary to the campaign„ He announced that it 
would be a fight to the finish<, "It is now a question,," 
he challenged, "of "lay on Macduff, and damned be he who 
first cries "hold, enough„f! 1 "45 The rather portly Congress
man disparaged the importance of China, and added that he 
had "always voted to 'keep these Chinamen away from America 
and I will continue to do so. 'The 'black peril' here in 
Alabama," he reminded the audience, "is ten fold worse than 
the much talked of 'yellow peril' in the O r i e n t . " ^ 6  He 
mentioned the "little skirmish" of 189 8 between the United 
States' and Spain. This reminded him of an incident in the . 
Civil War which he. described in eloquent detail. It was 
the day that "old John Custer" had been wounded, and Bank
head had carried* him to safety. With tears rolling down 
his. cheeks, and his. voice breaking, the old soldier finally 
came to the point of his story: "In those days," he. cried,
"we were all heroes'." There was many a damp eye in the

4 7audience when he concluded.

45. Ibid. •
46. Ibid., pp.. 1-2. See sketches of Bankhead and 

Hobson on the~~front page of the Age-Her'ald of March 4, 1904.
47. Ibid., March 1, 190 4, p. 2.
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The second debate was in Bexar# a town even more 

remote than Hamilton, and no newspaper reports were made„
But on March 3, the contestants held their third debate at 
Jasper,, county seat of Walker County, the most populous 
county in the district. A number of people from Birmingham, 
sixty miles distant, took the train to Jasper to witness the 
debate, despite the fact that it was not their Congressio
nal district.^ The encounter between the old political 
professional and the dramatic naval hero was being described 
in the newspapers as "a political sensation„"49 Despite a 
cold drizzling rain, about 650 persons, including some 100 
women and. children, crowded into the county court house.
They saw a rather bitter debate,' punctuated with recrimina
tions ridicule/ and sarcasm. Hobson spoke first, and made 
a detailed criticism of Bankhead's record. He emphasized 
his opponent's pro-railroad activities, and his policy of 
picking candidates' for West Point and Annapolis on grounds 
other than competitive examinations. .He elaborated on his 
naval bill, and asserted that, if the United States could 
protect Chinese interests, cotton prices would d o u b l e . 0̂

48. Ibid., March 2, 1904, p„ 8, March 3, 1904,
p. 5.

' 49. Ibid., March 2, 1904,p . 8.
50.* Ibid. , March 4, 1904, p. 1; Montgomery Adver- 

tiser, March 4, 19 04, p. 1.
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He concluded his speech with “an eloquent peroration on the 
advantages of a great n a v y . "51 jje  was given a long ovation. 
When Bankhead rose to speak he was met with cheers and with 
hisses. The hisses continued after he had begun to speak, 
and Hobson stood up and brought silence by announcing that 
no friend of his would hiss. The Congressman deplored that. 
Hobson had pitched his campaign on the lowest possible 
level, and went.on to defend his record in Congress. He 
ridiculed Hobson’s naval proposal, and questioned his 
standing as a Democrat.52 Hobson had never voted, nor 
even registered to vote, and Bankhead told his audience 
that it was all right if they wanted to elect another man, 
but, he pleaded, "if you beat me, for God’s" sake don’t beat 
me with a man not of our p a r t y . "53 ye said that Hobson 
could have registered to vote while on leave of absence 
from the Navy, but instead he was at "Atlantic City, or some 
other place up in New England” in a blue silk swimming 
suit.54 He was even dancing, Bankhead charged, and having 
a good time with some girls. The Congressman then minced 
up and down the hall, in imitation of his opponent, to the

51. Birmingham Age-Herald, March 4, 190 4, pp. 1, 3.
52. Ibid.; Montgomery Advertiser, March 4, 1904,

p. 1. .
5 3 . Montgomery Ad've rtiser, March 4, 1904, p. 1.
54. Ibid.
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55delighted shrieks of the audience„ He drew attention to

the fact that "we people down here go in washing in the 
creekf" and that the local boys dutifully left their plows 
to register when the books were open„56 He made fun of 
Hobson's pronunciation of "route," and called China 
" C h i n y  <, "57 He made several sarcastic and humorous refer
ences to the fact that his opponent would preach in a 
church one day and lead a dancing party■the next» To 
counter Hobson's naval bill, he promised he would work to 
get appropriations for improving the roads in the rural sec
tions of the stateo This seemed to be a popular alternative
w i t h  t h e  a u d i e n c e o 5 °

When Bankhead had concluded his remarks, Hobson rose 
to reply. He did not address himself to the Congressman's 
new proposal for improved roads, or to any of the other 
principal issues» In a low, trembling voice, he apologized 
for having invited women and children to witness such an 
exhibition as Bankhead had just g i v e n . 59 "Verily," he went 
on, "the Scriptures have been repeated of the swine and his

Ibid. f B'i rmi'ngh am Age-He r aid, March 4, 1904,

Montgomery Advertiser, March 4, 19 04, p. 1. 
Birmingham Age-Herald, March 4, 1904, p. 3. 
Ibid.; Montgomery Advertiser, March 4, 190 4,

Birmingham Age-Herald, March 4,. 190 4, pp. 1, 3.

p. 3

p. 1,

55.

56.
57. 
53.

59.



. 61
wallow, the dog that returns to his v o m i t . T e a r s  began
rolling down his face as.he exclaimed that he would continue
to preach the gospel. "You cannot overcome God's eternal
truth," he announced, and was answered with cries of "Amen,
a m e n ."61 Women wept as he described the terrible conditions'
in China, and promised that he would continue to preach
missionary sermons on behalf of the Chinese people. His
eloquence, fired by his sense of righteousness, gained
strength as he talked. After a quarter of an hour he turned
to his opponent.̂ ^ "Let me tell you, a cyclone is after
you, and that oak tree," he shouted, pointing at Bankhead,
"will be blown to fragments in April. Pieces of it will
be found as far away as China."63 Hobson then quickly
concluded, and referred to his opponent with these parting
words: "It is not because he loves his party less, but
because he loves his railroads more."64 The newspapers

6 5conceded that Hobson had won the day.

60. Montgomery Advertiser, March 4, 1904, p. 1.
. 61. Ibid.
62. Ibid.} Birmingham Age-Heraid, March 4, 1904,

p. 1.
63. Montgomery Advertiser, March 4, 190 4, p. 1.
64. Birmingham Age-Herald,' March 4, 190 4, p. 3. .
65. Ibid.. , p. 1; Montgomery Advertiser, March 4, 

1904, p. 1.
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In the next debate, Hobson explained that the elec

tion law? which had been framed by John Bankhead, Jr*, 
worked against young people. The registration books were 
closed from the summer of 1902 to the summer of 1904, and 
those men who had come" of age during the eighteen months 
after the books closed and before the upcoming primary in 
April, 19 04, would be unable to vote in the primary. The 
significance of this lay in the belief, expressed by the 
newspapers, that most of the young people favored H o b s o n . ^ 6

The Bankhead-Hobson campaign attracted national 
attention. An editorial in the Washington Post ridiculed 
Hobson's naval bill and his campaign in general, but this 
was early in the campaign, before it was recognized that 
the audacious challenger actually posed a serious threat 
to the incumbent„̂ ^ Once his popularity in the sixth dis
trict began to soar, and Bankhead had been bested in a few 
debates, the general public was given a more sober picture 
by the New' York Times. In an article on March 20, . the 
Times presented a brief description of the campaign without 
.facetiousness. It predicted probable election results, 
with a narrow victory for Bankhead. The source of the 
figures used was stated to be a "shrewd politician." The 
Times did not realize just how shrewd he was, because the

66. Montgomery Advertiser, March 4, 1904, p. 1. ,
67. Washington Post, February 23, 1904, p. 6.
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Montgomery Advert!ser identified him as "a political friend 
of Bankhead." Not surprisingly, the friends of Bankhead 
were predicting his victory, just as Hobson's friends 
were even more confidently predicting, victory for their 
man. ̂

In spite of Hobson’s charges, Bankhead insisted 
he was not a railroad Congressman. He pointed to the work 
he had done as a member of the Rivers and Harbors Committee 
to make the Warrior River navigable. The Warrior basin 
extended throughout all nine counties of the sixth dis
trict, and flowed into the Tombigbee River which emptied 
into the Gulf of Mexico at Mobile. A series of locks was 
being built in the river to facilitate the movement of coal 
to Mobile. Bankhead was taking credit, as well he might, 
for this work which was being financed by federal.appro
priations . Hobson charged that the locks were not large 
enough. The Birmingham Age-Herald carried on a defense of 
the locks, and a running argument with Hobson. It printed 
figures showing that the locks were comparable to those 
in Pennsylvania's Monongahela River. It published letters 
from interested parties, and reports of business men and 
others, defending the adequacy of the locks. Hobson, appar
ently defeated on this issue, claimed that although the size

68. New York Times, March 20, 19 04, 22:3; Mont
gomery Advertiser, March 7, 1904, p. 1.
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of the locks was adequate for present traffic, they would. 
eventually be inadequate when and if the river traffic was 
enlarged to include many products in addition to coal. 
Furthermore, they could easily have been made large enough 
to carry triple their existing capacity at only one-fourth 
additional cost. This argument was not met,, apparently 
because the locks under construction had a capacity well 
beyond that needed at the time, and Hobson's visions of 
the future seemed improbable. When he was finally accused 
of opposing all river improvements, Hobson stated that, if 
elected, he would work for the completion of the present 
lock system, but also for its enlargement. 9̂

As the campaign developed, Bankhead emphasized that 
Hobson was something of a carpetbagger, an outsider Who had 
left Alabama twenty years; before at the age of fourteen, ■ 
and had not returned until now. He was a dude, a city 
slicker, a "national figger," who danced and visited the 
pleasure spots of the North. Bankhead professed to be no 
more than a simple farmer, a plain "Alabama hill billy."71

69. Birmingham Age-Heraid, March 10, 1904, p. 4, 
March 13, 1904, p. 16, March 16, 1904, p. 4, March 17, 1904, 
p. 3, March 18, 1904, p. 4 (letter from Hobson to the 
editor), March 19, 1904, pp. 3, 4, March 24, 1904, p. 8, 
March 26, 190 4, pp. 1, 8.

70. See newspaper accounts of debates already 
cited. . For quote, see Montgomery Advertiser, March 14,
1904, p. 8. " :

71. Montgomery Advertiser, March 14, 1904, p. 8.
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If he were defeated by Hobson, he said, he could go back 
to farming again at his home near Fayette-. Stumping the 
district and competing with an orator such as Hobson was 
not Bankhead's best way of gaining votes. He was a cloak
room Congressman who seldom spoke on the floor of the 
H o u s e . 72 & newspaper reporter described him as "the best
‘still hunter1 for votes in A l a b a m a . "73 To have accepted .- 
Hobson's challenge to debate seemed on the surface to be 
a mistake, but to have remained in Washington, it was 
generally agreed, once Hobson's popularity became apparent, 
would have been political suicide. Hobson set such a hard 
pace that both he and Bankhead became ill during the cam
paign. Hobson made an average of three speeches a day, 
and covered distances averaging twenty-five miles a day. 
Sometimes he would get out of his carriage and walk along
side for a few miles because, as he said, the exercise made 
him feel better.7^ Bankhead and his friends made light of 
Hobson's success in the debates by alleging that most of 
his support came from women, children,and Republicans.
"The Republicans and some of the small boys can do a lot of

72. Ibid.} Birmingham Age-Herald, March 4, 1904,
p. 3.

73. Montgomery Advertiser, March 14, 1904, p. 8.
74. Ibid.; Birmingham Age-Heraid, March 7, 1904, 

p. 3, March 16, 1904, p. 2, March 23,7 19 0 4-, p. 1, March 24, 
19 04, p. 1, March 29, 1904, p. 2? New York Times, March 20, 
1904, 22:3.
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yellingf." observed the Congressmanf "but they don't do the

*7 Rvoting." Unexpectedlye Hobson seemed to be gaining sup
port in the rural areas where Bankhead had seemed to be 
strongest. This was apparently due to Hobson's persuasive 
speaking powers. By the end of March, the debates became 
fewer,, and the candidates devoted more and more time to 
private, canvassing e Hobson usually making speeches F while 
Bankhead shook hands and visited his friends. Interest 
in the campaign grew so partisan that debating societies 
were formed and named after the candidates. At Cordova, 
a Hobson Club was formed with 110 members, two-thirds of 
the voters of that town. The Birmingham Age-Herald became 
increasingly pro-Bankhead as the campaign progressed. On 
March 26 it had a story at the top of the front page 
describing Bankhead8s "valuable work" in Congress, and 
reported that his colleagues in Congress hoped he would 
win in the primary.7  ̂ Musgrove was contending that Hobson's 
"final goal shall be the P r e s i d e n c y . " ^ ?  Hobson was getting 
to know the people of his district, during the campaign, 
even if he had not known them well before. On one occasion

75. Birmingham Age-Heraid, March 8, 1904, p. 5.
76. Ibid.r March 8, 1904, p. 5, March 11, 1904,

p. 3, March 12, 1904, p. 3, March 16, 1904, p. 2, March 17,
1904, p. 3, March 18, . 1904, p. 4, March 22, 1904, p. 2,
March 26, 1904, p. 1, April 3,. 1904, p. 5; New York Times,
March 20 , 1904, 22:3.

77. Birmingham Age-Heraid, March 29, 1904, p. 2.
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at the town of Berryr he declined to join the newspapermen
and other candidates to spend the night at a.local hotel
because, he explained, he had promised to spend the night
with his friend the section foreman, and-he kept his pro- 

78raise.0
Hobson’s versatility kept him before the public 

in roles other than as candidate. He was writing a series 
of articles for the Hearst newspaper syndicate on the Russo- 
Japanese War, These appeared in the Birmingham' 'Age-Herald, 
usually on the front page. Aside from appearing as a 
speaker in various churches on Sundays, he made other 
addresses, such as the commencement address at the Birming
ham Medical College on April 2,^9 As the New York' Times
put it: "Verily, the Captain is a man of many parts,"^0
He had a remarkably unassuming manner, and even when he. 
seemed to be bragging, it did not give offense. He usually
made such self-serving statements when defending his re
signation from the Navy, a subject which came up in most 
of the debates. At one debate he quoted Admiral Sampson's
remark that "the world will never know the. valuable work

78. Ibid., March 7, 1904, p . 3.
79. Ibid., February 13, 1904, p. 1, February 18,

1904, p. 1, February 25, 1904, p. 2, February 26, 1904,
p. 1, April 3, 1904, p. 5; Montgomery' Advertiser, March 7, 
1904, p . 1.

80. New York Times, March 20, 1904, 22:3.
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this young man has performed for his country."^- A news
paper reporter commented that Hobson "has a way of saying 
these things about himself that robs them of the appearance 
of egotism and invariably awakens immense e n t h u s i a s m , "82 
Hobson had a dramatic way of speaking in which he would 
begin an argument by stating a proposition in an easy drawl.

Then he reaches his. argument speaking faster and 
faster? and with an intensity that is thrilling. 
Deducting the conclusion from the argumentf he 
fires his climax like the discharge of a thirteen- 
inch gune and one does not have to go around and 
wake up the claquers. The applause is awaiting 
the discharger and it is invariably long drawn out. ^

Hobson was running for Congress, but he had never 
voted in his life, nor registered to vote. He said naval 
officers normally did net vote. He announced to his audi
ences' that he would vote the Democratic ticket the first 
chance he had. There was no law preventing an unregistered 
person from running in a primary or serving in Congress.
But Hobson wanted his name on the primary ballot, and that 
question had to be decided by the party. The sixth district 
Democratic committee met, and decided to recommend to the 
state committee that his name be included on the ticket.
The state executive committee called a meeting for March 8 
to decide the issue. Bankhead sard that he -thought Hobson's

81. Montgomery Advertiser, March 8, 1904, p. 1.
82. ’ Ibid.
83. Ibid., March 14, 1904, p. 8.
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name should appear on the ballot. It was generally believed 
that if his name were excluded it would create sympathy for 
him among the voters, and he would win as a write-in candi
date „ Bankhead stated further that if the. committee were 
to do Hobson this favor, it should also do it for everyone 
else. This, of course, would scatter the anti-Bankhead 
vote, and make the Congressman's victory more likely. At 
the state executive committee meeting, no opposition to 
Hobson developed. His name went on the ballot, and this 
question was thus prevented from becoming a serious issue.$4

In the final debates, Bankhead became so respectful 
of his opponent that he described the Merrimac incident as 
being "as brave and heroic an act as was ever performed in 
ancient or m o d e r n ' w a r f a r e H e  also narrated the story 
of his own heroism in the Civil War.^ Hobson, remembering 
Bankhead's war cry from Shakespeare when the debates first 
began ("Lay on, Macduff"), now countered with a paraphrase 
from the same play. Holding high his copy of a Compilation 
of Bankhead's record in Congress, he dramatically announced 
that his opponent might well say, "out, out, damned

84. Birmingham Age-Heraid, March 4, 1904, p. 1, 
March 5, 1904, p~. 5, March 6, 1904", p. 1, March' 8, 1904, 
p. 8, March 9, 1904, p. 1.

85. Ibid. , March. 20 , 190 4, p. 1.
86. Ibid.
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record!"87 Later, Hobson quoted from Shakespeare's Henry 
VIII with reference to Bankhead; "'Had I but served my God 
with half the zeal I have served my king, he would not in- 
mine age have left me naked to mine enemies,'" Hobson then 
added, "and had my honorable opponent but served his consti
tuents with half the zeal he did himself he would not now 
be left."®® The final debate was held at Winfield on April
1. In the following days Hobson made speeches around the 
district at which Bankhead often appeared and asked for time 
to reply. He was consistently met with refusal by his young 
opponent.®^

Early in April, the Democratic Campaign Committee, 
with John Bankhead, Jr., as chairman, ruled on the eligi
bility of former Republicans and.Populists to vote in the 
Democratic primary. It required that a very exacting 
written pledge would have to be made by all those whose 
party affiliation was not above question. Hobson was 
expected to appeal the ruling.^® It was later asserted 
that "in this, campaign Bankhead had every important influ
ence behind him, including the leading daily papers of the

87., Ibid. , .March 22 , 1904, p. 1.
88. Ibid. z
89. Ibid., March 29, 1904, p. 2, April.7, 1904, 

p. 3, April. 9, 1904,. p. 7, April 11, 1904, p. 3.
90. Ibid., April 6, 1904, p. 5.
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State„"91 However, an examination of the Montgomery Adver
tiser, certainly one•of the leading dailies, for the period 
of the campaign, shows that it seemed to lean slightly 
towards Hobson, although it carried not one editorial on 
the. campaign. It would therefore not be correct to say 
that the Congressman, "had every important influence behind 
him."

As election day drew near, the Hobson-Bankhead 
contest attracted "more attention than any. other Congres- - 
sional fight in the S t a t e . O b s e r v e r s  were calling it 
a toss-up. On Sunday, April 10, Hobson went home to 
Magnolia Grove, at Greensboro, to await the outcome. The 
following day the voters went to the polls, and nominated 
John Bankhead by a fairly substantial margin. Hobson 
carried his own county, Hale, by a large majority, but it 
was one of the smallest counties in the district. Bankhead 
won Tuscaloosa and Walker counties, the two most populous 
counties in the district.Musgrove immediately charged 
that the election had been less than honest, and that

91. Buffalo (New York) Illustrated Times, undated 
(1906?) clipping in Hobson. Papers

92. Montgomery Advertiser, April 9 , 1904, p. ,10.
93. Ibid., April 11, 1904, p. 9, April 15, 1904, 

p."2; Birmingham Age-HeraId, April 10," 1904, p. 1? Thomas 
McAdory Owen (comp") , Alabama Official and Statistical 
Register, 1907 (Montgomery; Alabama Department of Archives 
and History, 1907), pp. 230-231.
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Bankhead had in reality been nominated by his personal 
political machinei It was, he said, "an outrage," partic
ularly in Walker County, where Bankhead's son was in charge 
of the. voting, and where "only red headed democrats" had 
been allowed to v o t e . 94 other Hobson supporters claimed 
that fraud had surely been committed. The Bankhead forces, 
too, were complaining of " i r r e g u l a r i t i e s . "95 This was t h e

state's first general primary, and the continuation of the 
primary system might have been seriously threatened by a 
large-scale dispute and investigation. Fortunately for 
the friends of the new system, Hobson soon announced that 
he would accept the result "without complaint," and would 
give Bankhead his support in the fall campaign = ̂ ®

Hobson had lost a Congressional nomination, but had 
won a political following and a political reputation. He 
had made a strong fight against a powerful politician. His 
oratorical and debating skills, as well as his novel propo
sal for enlarging the navy, had attracted nation-wide 
attention during the campaign„ His campaign manager,
"Breck" Musgrove, had even discussed with New York Demo^ 
crats, including the leaders at Tammany Hall, the possibili
ties of Hobson being nominated for vice-president. Such

94. Birmingham Age-Herald, April 13, 1904, p. 1.
95. Ibid.
96. Ibid., April 15, 1904, p. 4.



aspirations were temporarily abandoned after the primary 
defeat. A month after the primary f Hobson was selected 
as a presidential elector at-large at the state Democratic 
Convention in Montgomery. At that time he also announced 
his intention to run for the United States Senate upon the 
retirement of either one of the elderly incumbents, both

Q 7of whom appeared unbeatable at that time„
The Democratic National Convention of 1904 was held 

in St« Louis during July. On the morning of July 8f the 
delegates were impatiently awaiting a report from the Com
mittee on Resolutions„ The nominating had not yet begun.
To keep the delegates and visitors entertainedf the band 
played "Dixie." This was received with great enthusiasm, 
and many joined in singing« The band then played "America, 
which was received with greater respect but less enthusiasm 
than had been accorded "Dixie." Those two songs might well 
have been the theme songs of Hobson, who was in attendance 
as a visitor. At any rate, a more appropriate musical 
introduction to a speech by the aspiring Alabama politician 
could hardly be imagined. As soon as the last chords of 
"America" died away, G. W„ Pratt of Alabama took the floor,

97. Montgomery Advertiser, March 15, 1904, p. 1; 
New York Times, May 29, 1904, 3:5; Buffalo (New York) 
Illustrated Times, undated (1906?) clipping in Hobson 
Papers? Owen, Alabama Official and Statistical Register,
19 07, p. 233. “ “ ' " ■
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and moved that Hobson be allowed to address the convention. 
The motion was carried,, and Hobson strode to the speaker's 
stand. He was introduced by Chairman Champ Clark, and the 
huge hall was filled with applause. There was also a good 
deal of smacking of lips from those who remembered the 
kissing episode of 189 8. The hall was crowded with 15,000 
persons, and was so big that William Jennings Bryan had been 
the only speaker with sufficient vocal power to be heard in 
its farthest reaches. Hobson surprised most of those there 
when he demonstrated that his voice was the equal of 
Bryan1s .̂  ®

He began with an attack on the Republican Admini
stration. While talking he frequently raised his arm above 
his'head, and pointed his index finger straight up. Then, 
shaking this arm until he reached his point, he would open 
his hand and bring it sweeping down. Sometimes he would 
raise both arms, and then bring them both down at once with 
great emphasis. In this manner he began by accusing the

98. St. Louis Republic, July 9, 1904, p. 5; St. 
Louis' Globe'-Democrat, July 9, 1904, Pt. 2, p. 1; New York 
Times, July 9, 1904, 2:1; Mobile Daily Item, April 24,
1906, clipping in Hobson Papers; Democratic Party, Official 
Report of the Proceedings' of the Democratic National Conven
tion, 1904 (New York: The Publishers Printing Co., n. d.) ,
p. 144. The Official' Report did not print the text of 
Hobson's speech. .
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9 9Administration of being soft on labor unions. It was

only ten years before that a Democratic President.had been
"brave enough to enforce the law against a labor-union
v i o l a t o r . T h i s  sentiment was greeted with both cheers
and hisses. He went on to say that the law must also be

101strictly enforced against "corporation law breakers."
In this respect, he paid tribute to the host, Missouri's 
progressive governor, Joseph Folk. He alluded to Roose
velt ' s.- appointment of Negroes in the South, and his treat
ment of Booker T. Washington as a social equal. He insisted 
that this was opening the old wounds of sectionalism. One 
of the fundamental laws of nature, he said, decreed that if 
the races were not kept segregated racial suicide would 
result. The state of Alabama was proud of their Booker 
Washington because he had understood the "fundamental prin
ciple." But recently.he had talked of integration because 
he was influenced by the Republicans in power. Waving his 
arms, Hobson concluded by describing in a booming voice the 
"intrenched" army of the Republicans, led by their Napole
onic President. They appeared formidable. But suddenly,

99. New York Times, July 9, 1904, 2:1; St. Louis 
Republic, July 9, 1904, p. 5; St. Louis Globe-Democrat^
July 9, 1904, Pt. 2, p. 1.

100. St. Louis Globe-Democrat,. July 9 , 1904, Pt.
2, p. 1.

101. Ibid.
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on the battlefield, from the

■ ranks of Democracy „ „ . a leader [is] riding up.
Aye,, he comes from victories in the peninsula,
I see Wellington take up the standard of Democracy.
(Loud applause.) Yes, . . . the great battle line
is extended. There it lies. Here are the armies.
My friends, let us make the Republicans give the 
name to that battlefield, and on the ides of No
vember let us make them call it Waterloo. (Pro
longed cheering and applause).102

Hobson!s speech was convincing enough for the Demo
cratic National Committee to ask him to make campaign 
speeches, throughout the N o r t h . ^ ^ 3  ge agreed, and did an 
effective job. His. contribution in one critical state,
West Virginia, was acknowledged by a grateful Democrat who 
stated that "there was no National speaker who came into our 
State who did us so much good as did Captain H o b s o n . "^^4 
Hobson, in fact, was torn between campaigning in the North, 
and. campaigning in Alabama for the Democratic candidates 
there. The Alabama Democratic Executive Committee requested 
that he help them. Finally he reluctantly, cancelled the 
last two weeks of his northern, campaign, and devoted that 
vital time to the state elections. Perhaps he decided it 
would be best to accede to the 'wishes of the party leaders

102. St. Louis' Republic, July 9, 190 4, p. 5.
103. Hobson to H. S. D. Mallory, Chairman, Alabama 

Democratic Executive Committee, October 12, „190 4, and 
October 25, 1904, Hobson Papers.

104. J. T. McGraw to H« S. D. Mallory, November 
24, 1904, Hobson Papers. .
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at home„ After allf that was where he would be running for 
Congress again in 1906, and a few more friends there would 
not hurt his chances.

His sudden political prestige led him into commit
ting a minor indiscretion or two. Two weeks before 'the 
general elections he urged Alabama Congressman J. Thomas 
Heflin to withdraw from the race because he had made public 
statements which Hobson felt were damaging to the party. 
Heflin ignored this advice, and probably wondered at the 
effrontery of a novice politician who had never even held 
office."^® A few months after the general election, Hobson 
challenged Bryan to debate with him on the question of the 
need for United States naval supremacy, insisting that "a 
great Democratic leader ought not to stand out against an 
important and urgent policy, saddling this party with the 
responsibility for opposition, unless he can maintain his 
position from the facts and the truth." He went on to offer 
various arrangements for setting up the debates in order, to 
make it as convenient as possible for Bryan, and to make it 
difficult for him to refuse on this account. It took six

105. Hobson to H. S. D. Mallory, October 12, 1904, 
and October 25, 1904, Hobson Papers.

106. Hobson to J. Thomas Heflin, October 24, 1904, 
(telegram), Hobson Papers. Heflin was re-elected.

107. Hobson to W. J. Bryan, February 11, 1905, 
Hobson Papers.'



weeks for the letter to catch up to the peripatetic Bryan, 
Then the Great Commoner replied with hauteur that he would 
not care "to enter into a series of debates with any demo
crat to determine what ought to be considered a democratic 
policy," He pointed out that a large navy plank had been 
rejected by the delegates to the Democratic National Conven
tion, and therefore it could hardly be considered "a . 
debatable question," And although he publicly discussed the 
question of the navy "whenever.occasion requires, I am not
devoting anything like as much time to the defense of the

IDAdemocratic position as you are in assailing it.
Hobson was beginning to show that he was an uncom

promising fighter for causes. If compromise is the art of 
politics, then he did not seem destined to be a great poli
tician. He had shown great ability as an orator and 
debater. Yet his debates with Bankhead had revealed that 
he was not deeply concerned with the great domestic issues 
that were stirring reformers throughout the country. But 
he had hardly got his feet wet in politics, and during the 
next few years, while still maintaining his primary concern 
for American naval preparedness, he became increasingly 
interested in the reform movement of the progressives.

108. W. J. Bryan to Hobson, March 28, 1905, Hobson
Papers.



CHAPTER 3

THE SOUTHERNER AS PROGRESSIVE

The natural and just conception of civilized gov
ernment is that the very object of its existence 
is to promote the highest permanent welfare of all 
the people governed„i

"The Age of■Reform," as historian Richard Hofstadter 
calls it, began after the Civil War as a response to growing 
industrialism, and continued at least through the New Deal 
of the 1930's." It developed great power as a rural phenom
enon in the Populist movement of the 1890'So By the early
1900's it emerged as progressivism under the leadership of

3men drawn largely from the middle class„ The progressives 
were not radical reformers, but were "essentially conserva
tive insofar as basic property rights and the fundamental 
capitalistic structure [were] c o n c e r n e d . T h e  progressive

1. Richmond P. Hobson, Alcohol and the Human Race 
(New York and Chicago: Fleming H „ Re veil Co.', 1919) ,
p. 180.

2. Richard Hofstadter, The Age of Reform: From 
Bryan to F. D. R. (New Yorks Alfred A. Knopf, 1955) .

3. Ibid., pp. 4-5i Arthur S. Link, "The Progres
sive Movement in the South, 1870-1914," North Carolina 
Historical Review, XXIII (April, 1946), 172, 179.

, 4. Link, "The Progressive Movement," North Carolina 
Historical Review, XXIII, 172.

79



80
movement was not a regional phenomenonF but was nation-wide <,
In the North and West most progressives were Republicans.
In the South they were Democrats. Historians have often
overlooked the role of the Southern progressives. As C.
Vann Woodward has pointed out,

the omission of the South from the annals of the 
progressive movement has been one of the glaring 
oversights of American historians. Not only were 

■ all phases and aspects of the movement acted out 
below the Mason and Dixon line, but in some par
ticulars the Southern progressives anticipated and 
exceeded the performance of their counterparts in 
the West and East.6

In Congress, especially in the House, the Southern Democrats 
often led in the fight for reform legislation, and most 
Democrats voted fairly, consistently for such legislation,7

. A great deal of research has gone into investigating 
the progressives in order to define their general charac
teristics. While it has become increasingly apparent that

5. Ibid., 172, 180.
6. C. Vann Woodward, The Strange Career of Jim 

Crow (2nd rev. ed. New York: Oxford University Press, 
1966),p . 90.

7. Link, "The Progressive Movement," North Carolina 
Historica 1 Re'view, XXIII, 172-195 ? Anne Firor Scott, "A 
Progressive Wind from the South, 1906-1913," Journal of 
Southern History, XXIX (February, 1963), 53-70. Two recent 
doctoral dissertations have elaborated oh the progressive 
record of Southern Democrats in Congress: Anne Firor Scott,
"The Southern Progressives in National Politics, 1906-1916" 
(unpublished, doctoral.dissertation,'Radcliffe College,
1958)? and Edward M. Silbert, "Support for Reform among 
Congressional Democrats, 1897-1913" (unpublished doctoral, 
dissertation. University of Florida, 1966).

I
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there was no "typical" progressive, a few. common character
istics have been found to apply to many of them * These 
provide a convenient means of discussing these diverse men. 
Most progressivesf for example, came from the middle class„ 
They were products of an age that worshipped strong men and 
the "ethics of the social g o s p e l , Most progressives weref 
then, in historian George Mowry's wordsf

strong good men, , . . the protectors of morality, 
the originators of progress. They were ambitious 
men and ruthless, but only ruthless in their zeal 
for human advancement. They were supremely alone, 
the causative individuals,̂

They held a romantically idealistic concept of American 
nationalism. They were proud of what they considered 
American racial superiority, They were devoted to the 
principle of a classless society, and were suspicious, if 
not hostile, to labor unions because the unions emphasized 
class differences,-^ "Since the progressive was not organ
ized economically as was the capitalist and laborer, he 
chose to fight his battles where he had the most power— in 
the political a r e n a , B y  1900 most of them, including the 
Southerners, lived in northern cities, despite the fact that

8. George E, Mowry, The Era of Theodore Roosevelt, 
190 0-1912 (New York: Harper and Brothers, 1958), pp, 86,
88.

9. Ibid., p. 88.
10. Ibid., pp. 93, 97, 101,
11. . Ibid., p. 104, . . .
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they grew up on farms and in small t o w n s . &]_]_ of these 
generalizations apply to Richmond Pearson Hobson. Further 
parallels could be drawn, but- these are the most signifi
cant. In some respects, of course, he was not like most 
other progressives. They all had .their own individual 
characteristics which set each one apart from the rest. 
Perhcips the most important of Hobson's non-progressive 
traits was his lack of interest in' political reform. To 
be sure, he sought for several years to use the floor of 
Congress as a means to implement those social and military 
reforms which he held most important. But when his work as 
a Congressman seemed to bring insufficient success, he left 
politics, and devoted his full time to presenting his ideas 
directly to the public.

Hobson's path to progressivism was circuitous. His 
family had been ardent Populists in the 'nineties, and had 
gone deeply into debt to help finance the movement. Hob
son's older brother Samuel (better known as "Gus") had been 
ruined as a lawyer when his friends had turned against him. 
During the high tide of Populism he had been accused of be
ing a Republican and his life had been threatened.13 in

12. Ibid., p. 86; Wayne E . Puller, "The Rural 
Roots of the Progressive Leaders,"' Agricultural History,
XLII (January, 1968), pp. 1-13.

13. S. A. Hobson to John D. Watson, Associate 
Editor of The Jeffersonian, undated (May 15, 1908?),
Hobson Papers. -
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Alabama, as elsewhere in the South, the Populists had fought 
bitterly with the dominant Democratic party machine during 
the 1890'So Their challenge was finally beaten off when 
their leader, Reuben F. Kolb, was three times defeated for 
g o v e r n o r . T h e  Democrats, however, were badly shaken, and 
they proceeded to make a few changes in the state govern
ment. They had controlled the Negro vote for years, but 
Kolb, who, demanded the protection of Negro rights, had 
drawn away much of their support. This problem was remedied 
by a new state constitution, drafted and ratified in 1901, 
which effectively disfranchised the Negroes. A year later, 
the Democrats threw open their nominating system by adopting 
the direct p r i m a r y . H o b s o n , who had lived outside Alabama 
since 1885, was spared such a rigorous and frustrating 
political apprenticeship as his family had experienced as 
Populists. He returned to Alabama in 1904, just in time 
to reap some of the benefits of his family's political 
labors: he was allowed to enter the Democratic primary
and contest at the polls the seat of the incumbent Congress
man.

14. Moore/ History of Alabama, pp. 605-638. See 
also John B. Clark, Populism in Alabama (Auburn, Ala.:
Auburn Printing Co., 1927), pp. 109-170, passim.

15, Moore, History of Alabama, pp. 621-622, 628, 
651-654, 659-661.
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By 1906V Hobson was learning to appreciate the re

form elements in the politics of that day» In Alabama these 
elements were concentrated for the most part in opposition 
to the power of the railroads„ There, in 1904f a progres
sive railroad commissionerf Braxton Bragg Comer, had been 
elected president of the commission after a stormy campaign. 
In 19 06 he ran for governor, Hobson sought to identify 
himself with Comer, and to take a more progressive position 
in 1906 than he had in 1904,1®

The State Democratic Executive Committee met on 
January 9, 1906, and made arrangements for the primaries.
It set the date of August 27, 1906, for primaries for most 
offices',' including the United States Senate, but not includ
ing representatives to Congress „ It was left to the. con
gressional district committees to determine the dates' of 
the primaries for representatives. The sixth district 
committee set its congressional primary for April 23.
Hobson believed that the date was set early in order to 
deprive those who had .just come of age from voting. The 
registration books would not be opened until July, and the 
young men who were '.just coming of age, most of whom Hobson 
believed supported him, would not be able to. register to

16. ■' Ibid., pp. 663-666; Francis Sheldon Hackney, 
"From Populism to Progressivism in Alabama, 1890-1910" 
(unpublished doctoral dissertation, Yale. University, 1966) , 
p. 433; Mont gome r'y Adve rtiser, March 2, 1906, p. 2.



vote. This was the same situation as had been, created in 
1904o Moreover, when Hobson had first heard that the pri
maries were set for August 27, he made arrangements for his 
national speaking tour as far ahead as May 10. Then, when 
the earlier date was announced, he had to cancel all his 
appointments prior to the primary in order to have time to 
campaign. He appealed in vain to have the date set at 
August 27 when the other primaries would be held.-*-7 At 
the executive committee meeting in January, Congressman 
Bankhead's son, William B. Bankhead,' confidently asserted 
that Hobson would not pose as much of a threat as he had 
in 1904e "He fought his best fight last time," the future 
Speaker of the United States House of Representatives said, 
"and we don't anticipate any such a struggle.'"^®

Hobson entered the 1906 campaign with an asset he 
did not have in 19 04. This was his new bride, a very per
sonable campaigner who had many relatives in Alabama. Her 
name was Grizelda ("Zelda") Houston Hull. She was a great- 
great™ granddaughter of General Thomas Polk, who had been on 
the staff of George Washington during the Revolution. 
President James K. Polk was a member of the same family, and 
one of her great-great-uncles was General Leonidas Polk. A

17. Owen .(comp.) Alabama Official Register,; 1907, 
pp. 26 2-267? Buffalo (New York)' Illustrated Times, undated 
(19 06?) clipping in Hobson Papers.

18. ' 'Montgomery Advertiser, January 10, 1906, .p.- 8.
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great-uncle, George S«, Houston, had been governor of Alabama 
from 1874 to 18780 She was a cousin of General Joseph 
("Fighting Joe") Wheeler of Alabama® She was also related 
to the wife of former President Benjamin Harrison® Her 
father was George Huntington Hull, president of the American 
Pig Iron Warrant Storage Company® Her mother was Lucia 
Eugene Houston® She was born in Louisville, Kentucky, on 
August 22, 1878, and had moved to Tuxedo Park, New York, 
when she was eleven® At age seventeen she went to France, 
where she lived with relatives, the Baron and Baroness de 
Charette, in Paris, Brittany, and Cannes® She first met 
Hobson on August 4, 189 8, in New York City, when he had 
presided at a meeting for the benefit of the New York 
Soldiers' and Sailors' Families Protective Association® .
At the end of the program she had been one of those who 
had gone forward to shake the hero's hand® They were 
married on May 25, 1905, at the home of the bride's parents 
in Tuxedo Park® The fact that his wife had family connec
tions in Alabama was an asset to Hobson whose political 
enemies often accused him of being a carpetbagger® Hobson 
called Greensboro his home, but he was seldom there® His 
work as touring lecturer kept him out of Alabama most of 
the time® His young wife was enthusiastic about his



87
political careerf and accompanied him during his 1906
campaign,

The Hobson-Bankhead campaign of-1906 was much less 
spectacular than that of two years before. Each contestant 
was well”acquainted with the other's campaign techniques, 
and there were no surprises„ Moreover? Hobson was no 
longer a political novelty in his district. As in 1904? 
there was a series of debates which attracted large crowds. 
But Bankhead was more confident this time? and Hobson was 
more cautious, The younger candidate had also altered his 
emphasis on the issues„ He still advocated a large navy? 
but did not make this his central plank. He gave equal 
weight to such typical progressive issues as trusts? rail
roads? and tariffs. These were the three evils? he said? 
which had been created by Congress, The high tariff was 
over-protective of industry and oppressive to farmers.

19, ' Ibid,? November 27? 1910? p, 14? clipping in 
Hobson Papers $ biographical sketch" of Mrs, Richmond Hobson? 
typewritten? 2 pages? unsigned (probably autobiographical)? 
undated (1917-1918?)? Hobson Papers ? 1906 campaign biography 
of Hobson? typewritten ? 8 pages'? Hobson Papers i Program of 
"Meeting for the Benefit of the New York Soldiers' and 
Sailors' Families Protective Association? at the Metropoli
tan Opera House? New York City?" August 4? 1898? with 
handwritten note by Mrs, Hobson ? Hobson Papers ? Macon 
(Georgia) 'Evening News ? May 26? 1907? clipping in Hobson 
Paper's t Providence (Rhode Island) News - Demo c rat ? April 29? 
1908?. clipping in Hobson Papers?' New York Times? May 26?
1905 ? 9:5? November 16? 19-66 ? 47 %2 ? Owen? History of Ala
bama ? I? 664f Who was Who in America? 189 7-19 42 (Chicago:
A, N, Marquis Co,? 1942')? p, 605, Mrs, Hobson's birthdate 
is from her gravestone? Arlington National Cemetery,



The trusts and the railroads t he argued, dominated the 
government and the economic system to the detriment of the 
general public= These evils, he believed, could be elimi
nated through proper legislation = He also, .urged the 
establishment of more rural free delivery routes, and said 
he would work in Congress to secure pensions for Confeder
ate veterans=20

Hobson opened his campaign in a typically, dramatic 
mannero He and Bankhead had both been present at a speech 
made by Railroad Commission President Braxton B„ Comer,
At its conclusion, Hobson stood up and announced his 
endorsement of the progressive Comer, and stated that he 
would support him in his campaign for governor. He then 
turned to Bankhead and asked him who he would support-- 
Comer or the conservative candidate, Bankhead replied 
slowly and deliberately that he denied "the right of any 
man who has never. . voted a Democratic ticket in his life 
to ask me how I propose to cast my ballot,"21 Hobson, 
it was true, had failed to register to vote during the 
summer of 1904, following his defeat to Bankhead in the 
primary. As a result, he had not. voted in the 1904 general 
election. He explained that he had been, campaigning in

20, ' 'Montgomery Advertiser, March 13, 1906, p. 11, 
March 28, 1906, p, 12, April 10, 1906, p, 3,

21, ' Ibid,, March 2, 1906, p, 2,
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doubtful states for the Democratic presidential, candidater 
Alton Bo Parkerf and this activity had kept him out of 
Alabama during the voter registration periods„ Nonetheless F 
Bankhead repeatedly insisted throughout the campaign that 
his opponent was not a good Democrat„ Friends of Bankhead 
suggested that Hobson had deliberately failed to register 
so that he would not be obliged to. vote for Bankhead in 
the general election0 22

Hobson made a determined effort to identify himself 
with gubernatorial candidate Braxton Comer0 He appeared 
at almost every speech Comer made in the sixth districte 
and publicly announced his support of him. Comer,, however, 
refused to endorse Hobson or to form any kind of an alli
ance with him. He said he had no preference between the 
two congressional candidates. However, once he had defeated 
Bankhead, Hobson appeared as a regularly scheduled speaker 
at a Comer rally, and received more cheers than anyone else 
there, It has been stated that Hobson was carried to 
victory by his vocal support of the successful Comer, But 
this is doubtful. Comer did win the nomination for gov
ernor, but his primary election occurred four months after

22, Ibid,, March 2, 1906, p„. 2, March 13, 1906, 
p, 11, April 10, 1906, p, 3, April 22, 1906 , p, 18; Broad
side regarding Hobson6 s failure to register to vote in 1904, 
consisting of a statement by "Jack" Moore, sheriff of Walker 
County, undated, Hobson Papers,
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the congressional primary f and to say that Hobson was 
carried along to victory by the Comer wave would be stretch-
• « , « r" i * « , ^  ^m g  a pornr^ if not reversing ito^J

Hobson’s statement against organized labor^ which 
he had made during his speech at the Democratic National 
Convention of 1904,, was used against him in the campaigne . 
Throughout the sixth district a broadside was circulated 
which contained a statement by Ed Flinn, President of the 
United Mine Workers of America in Alabama. Flinn stated 
that he had been a supporter of Hobson before he made the 
statement against unions, but could no longer support him.24 
Hobson again accused Bankhead of being a railroad Congress
man. Bankhead replied that he had recently voted for a 
regulatory measure (the Hepburn Bill)., but that Congress 
could not regulate railroads operating solely within one
state.^5

As in 19 04, the local Democratic party established 
very strict voting requirements. Only those who had voted

23o ' Montgomery Advertiser, February 28, 1906, p. 3, 
March 2, 1906, p.''2b Birmingham Age-Hera'ld, August 24, 1906, 
p= 5.

24o Broadside headed "Communication from Birmingham 
to Montgomery Advertiser, July 10, 1904, Relating to an 
interview with President Ed Flinn, United Mine Workers of 
America in Alabama," in Hobson Papers.

25. ' Montgomery Advertiser, March 13, 1906, p. 11, 
March 28, 1906, p. 12, April 10, 1906, p. 3; U. S„, Congres
sional Record, 59th Cong., 1st Sess., 1906, XL, Pt. 3, 2 303.
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100 per cent Democratic in the last state election would 
be allowed to vote in the primary. In Fayette County alone 
this requirement would exclude eighty per cent of the voters 
in the county who had voted for a Republican tax assessor.
A.majority of the Fayette County Commissioners were also 
Republican. Hobson countered with repeated pleas that the 
balloting be honest, and proposed that each candidate have 
representatives.at all the polling places. He also asserted 
that he would have attorneys overseeing the. voting.^6 The 
events of the campaign during its final days were pushed 
from the front pages of the newspapers by news of the great 
San Francisco earthquake of April 18.

On April 23 Hobson was nominated at the primaries 
by a modest majority of 344. He carried Bankhead's home 
county as well as his own. His victory was attributed 
to various causes. A cartoon on the front page of the 
Birmingham Age-Herald made it clear that he had won because 
he had pretended to be a farmer like most of the electorate 
of the district. It showed him wearing overalls, and in 
need of a shave, kissing a woman labeled the sixth district.

26. Monfgomery Advertiser, March 13, 1906, p. 11, 
April 10, 1906, p. 3.

27. Ibid., April 23, 1906, p. 1, April 25, 1906,
p. 1.
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A small Negro figure in a corner of the picture is saying, 
"Dem ole farmer clo'se is whut done hit." In the back
ground is Hobson's campaign manager, L. B . Musgrove, wearing 
overalls, and shouting "Whoop lai i He can shave now! 11128 
The New York Tribune attributed the victory to Hobson's • 
support of President Roosevelt’s program for a big navy»̂  
Hobson himself believed it was his "campaign of educa
tion. "^O £re asserted he spent $6000 for campaign literature 
alone, and his total expenses for the campaign were $6945,

O 1as compared with $1696 spent by Bankhead. He also attri
buted it to his advocacy of "new ideals in politics,” 
although the same appeal had apparently fallen short in

op1904. ■ It was also noted that the newspaper support
which Bankhead had received in 1904 had-been withdrawn in 
1906, allegedly because newspapermen were disgusted at the 
Congressman's manipulation of the primary through the use

28. Birmingham Age-Heraid, April 26, 1906, p. 1? 
McAlester (Oklahoma) Daily Capital, undated (1906?) , 
clipping in Hobson Papers.

29. New York Tribune, April 26, 1906, 3:3.
30. McAlester (Oklahoma) Daily Capital, undated 

(1906?). clipping in Hobson Papers.
31. Ibid.; Owen (comp.), Alabama- Official Register, 

190 7, p. 283.
32. McAlester (Oklahoma) Daily Capital, undated 

(190 6?) clipping in Hobson Papers.



of the party machinery = ̂  There are other considerations 
as well, Hobson5s wife was undoubtedly a help, but it 
would be difficult to assess her actual contribution. 
Hobson's support of Comer was little more than a demon
stration of his stated support for railroad regulation,, 
and probably had little effect on the voting. The issues 
of the campaign reflected the nationwide concern with 
government regulation of the economyr and Hobson presented 
himself as being more in sympathy with this progressive 
reform movement than had Bankhead. Moreoverf Hobson was 
skillful in joint debate, and as a stump speaker he was 
amazingly persuasive. As far as personal charm was a 
factor, Hobson had many natural advantages over his oppo
nent. He was young and handsome, a national hero who was 
gaining increasing popularity throughout the. country, well 
educated, and newly married to an equally attractive 
charmer. He and his bride seemed to symbolize the promise 
of a wonderful and glorious future, about which he often 
spoke with such intense belief. And so he was sent to 
Washington, to fight for his causes on the floor of 
Congress. '

Musgrove immediately began investigating the possi 
bilities of Hobson winning■the 190 8 Democratic nomination

33. Buffalo (New York) Illustrated Times, undated 
(1906?) clipping in Hobson Papers.



for President or. Vice President. He went to New York and 
conferred with such party strongmen as Thomas F. RyanF 
August Belmontf and Charles F. M u r p h y . A  cartoon in a 
Minneapolis newspaper depicted Hobson as a poor choice for 
such responsibilities„ It showed him wearing his lieuten
ant 6s uniform and a hat labeled "Lieut. Hobson," He was 
steering a ship named "Democracyf" which was flying a flag 
with the words "Presidential Campaign 1908" on it. Hobson 
is saying, "If she's got to be .sunk. I'm the boy to sink 
her." - The caption reads, "He did it so well, he'd do it 
agin, a g i n . "35 Hobson disclaimed any intention of seeking 
the presidential nomination. "Talk of my being a candidate 
for the nomination was just a wild fancy," he asserted, 
"started by some of my friends in the South."35 He went on 
to say that he was still a young man, and that he did not

o nwant to be President, or even a Senator, Nonetheless, 
the rumors persisted.33

34. New York Tribune, May 1, 1906, 3:3.
35. Minneapolis Journal, date unknown, reproduced 

in Review of Reviews, XXXIII (June, 1906) , 670.
36. Des Moines (Iowa) Register and Leader, June 

25, 1906, clipping in Hobson Papers.
37. Ibid.
38. New York Tribune,. September 10, 1906, 1:1; 

Utica Press (New York), September 18, 1906, clipping in 
Hobson Papers. _
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On November 6, 190 6, Hobson was elected to the 

Sixtieth Congress without oppositionreceiving 8303 votes. 
The first session of the new Congress would not begin until 
December 2 V 1907,,but Hobson set to work as a Representative 
before then. He arranged for the Department, of Agriculture 
to send several experts to Alabama, Hobson accompanied 
them, and during twelve days of May, 1907, they toured the 
sixfh Alabama district. The farmers were treated to lec
tures by experts on soil fertility, crop rotation, and 
the boll weevil. The tour was so successful in interesting 
the farmers in scientific agriculture that during the next 
twelve months the farmers of the district requested, and 
received, a much higher share of federal assistance than 
they were normally allowed. The allowance for the entire 
state of Alabama, comprising nine congressional districts, 
was $13,000, and of this amount the sixth district received 
about $4500. In succeeding years, Hobson had two more 
expedition's sent to his district. One disseminated infor
mation on livestock and the relationships between the animal
and plant industries. The third expedition investigated

39health and sanitary conditions. These expeditions were

39. Owen (comp.) , Alabama Official' Register, 190 7, 
pp. 38, 23 8? S. A. Knapp, Special Agent, Farmers' Coopera
tive Demonstration Work, Department.of Agriculture, to Hob
son, June 12, 1908, Hobson Papers? New York Tribune, May 20, 
19 07, clipping in Hobson Papers ? L. B. Musgrove, The Facts 
about the Senatorial Campaign (n.p., n. pub., n.d. [1913- 
1914]) , p. 6 copy in Hobson Papers ? Stanley,. "Hobson as
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novel enough to receive attention in the press-, and the 
first expedition.gained fame as "the Hobson idea„"^0

As a Southern progressive in Congress, Hobson intro
duced few bills of a progressive nature = The progressive 
measure which he did most for, and devoted much of his life 
to, was prohibition„ His work in that field was so exten
sive that it will be dealt with in a separate chapter. One 
other field in which he was very active, both in Congress 
and out, was national defense. His efforts in this regard 
were generally concentrated on achieving the largest navy 
in the world. He was not concerned with having a large 
army because he was not interested in conquest, but in 
defense. With a large navy to defend its shores, he be
lieved, the United States would not need a large army. He 
achieved a moderately effective means of implementing his 
views on national defense, and a big navy, through his 
position on the Naval Affairs Committee, of which he was 
a member during the entire eight years he was in Congress. 
The history of his work for international peace through 
American naval supremacy is also quite extensive and will 
be treated in a separate chapter.

Hero,11 Montgomery Advertiser, October 23, 1949, Sec. B, 
p. 3.

40. New York Tribune, May 20, 1907, clipping in 
Hobson Papers.
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At one time or another, Hobson voiced his opinion 

on nearly all of the progressive issues. His voting record 
provides a further guide to his views. One of the most 
important national issues of the time was railroad regula
tion. Hobson believed that the railroads were too influen
tial in government and politics, and that their power should 
be limited by the federal government. In Alabama, the 
central progressive issue was railroad regulation, and it 
was there that Hobson first became acquainted with the pro
blem. After he had won the 1906 primary election, he 
defined the problem in a speech at a rally for the guber
natorial candidate, Braxton Comer:

You must expect that it [any railroad corporation] 
will debauch elections as much as possible. They 
want it so that votes can be stolen. . . . That is
. the weapon they fight with. . . . On all legitimate
grounds I am a friend of the. railroads. . . . . [But
they] have no place in the politics of a free 
people. . . .  They have bought newspapers. . . .  They 
back the dominant party. in Pennsylvania they back, 
the Republicans. In New York they back the Demo
crats. 41

■ The very important Hepburn Act had been passed in 
1906. This had given the Interstate Commerce Commission 
the power to set maximum railroad rates, and otherwise had ■ 
made the commission a more effective regulatory a g e n c y . 42 
No one was entirely satisfied with the act, and in 1910 an

41. Birmingham Age-Heraid, August 24, 1906, p. 5.
42. Mowry, The Era of Roosevelt, pp. 203-206.



98
amending measure, the Mann-Elkins Bill, was introduced in 
Congress, This was an Administration bill, and it met 
stubborn oppositon from progressives. One of its main 
provisions, and one which President Taft strongly favored, 
called for the establishment of a special commerce, court 
which would hear appeals from the rate decisions of the 
Interstate Commerce Commission, The progressives objected 
to the broad powers of the court, as well as to the lack 
of provision for physical valuation of the r a i l r o a d s , 3̂ 
Hobson objected to the commerce court on the principle that 
it would be composed of experts, whereas the questions at 
issue would be those of justice between two parties as in 
regular courts. He also said that such a court would take 
the disputes out of the locality in which they arose,^
Along with other progressives, Hobson thought that telephone 
and telegraph rates should be included under the jurisdic
tion of the Interstate Commerce Commission, When.asked 
by the sponsor of the bill, James R. Mann of Illinois, if 
he considered telephone and telegraph messages "property,” 
Hobson answered that he did, ".just as a thought communicated 
in any other commercial form, as in a book or as in music, 
is property," He went on to define a progressive concept

43. Ibid., p « 260,
44, U. S„, Congressional Record, 61st Cong., 2nd 

Sess., 1910, XLV, Pt. 5, 5423.
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of government in arguing that such communications

have become fundamental parts of the system of 
distribution - To have them unregulated is to 
leave the private corporations with the power 
to tax the people at will„ » „ . The whole
domain of the distributing system in a great
organism like a nation should be brought under 
the control of the regulating system— the govern
ment , We are already long behind the needs of 
the times.45

Hobson objected to the Mann-Elkins Bill on other grounds 
as well. He pointed out that it made no provision for
preventing railroads from giving service in exchange for
advertising. . This would leave the door open for railroads 
to give service for favors other than advertising while 
using the advertising provision as a cover-up.̂  Hobson 
and the other progressives put up such a fight, especially 
in the Senate/ that the Republican Senate majority leader. 
Nelson Aldrich of Rhode Island, was forced to make a log
rolling deal with the Democratic minority in order to get 
the bill passed. In exchange for enough Democratic votes 
to pass the bill, Aldrich agreed to end the opposition of 
conservative Republicans to the statehood bills of Arizona 
and New Mexico, which were expected to be Democratic states. 
Hobson made a last-ditch attempt to have the commerce court 
clause removed from the bill, but his motion was defeated 
by a vote of 157 to 176 = The House then voted on the bill

45. Ibid., 5536.
46. Ibid., 5582.
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itselfp and passed it 201 to 126 = Hobson and other progres™

A'lsives voted against it.
The Railroad Valuation Bills providing for physical 

valuation of the railroads, came before Congress in 1912. 
This was a measure first proposed by the radical Wisconsin 
progressive Robert La Follette when the Hepburn Bill had 
been debated in Congress. Although Roosevelt opposed the 
idea at the time, he later came around to La Folletters way 
of thinking. Friends of the measure argued that fair rates 
and reasonable profits-' could never be adequately determined 
until the cost of operation of individual railroads was

 ̂pmade known. Hobson supported the bill, and in an argu
ment he compared society to a living animal. In this 
organic argument, which probably would have appealed to the 
biologically-minded former President Roosevelt, Hobson 
asserted that the world was evolving from a cold-blooded 
to a warm-blooded animal. In cold-blooded animals there 
is no central, control over the circulatory system for the 
maintenance of body temperature as there is in warm-blooded 
animals. This control system is called the vasomotor, and 
Hobson maintained that the Interstate Commerce Commission

47. Mowry, Era of Roosevelt, p. 260? U. S., Con
gressional Record, 61st Cong., 2nd Sess., 1910, XLV, Pt. 6, 
6031-6033.

48. Robert M. La Follette, La Foilette's Auto
biography (Madison, Wis.: The Robert M. La Follette Co., 
1913), pp. 415ff.; Mowry, Era of Roosevelt, p. 260.
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was analogous to the. vasomotor, while the transportation 
system was analogous to the circulatory system. This is 
an interesting concept, and is an example of Hobson's fond
ness for taking complex. social and political problems and 
reducing them to the apparent certainties of scientific 
exactitude"We can not proceed," Hobson added, "to an 
orderly system of development unless we can have transpor
tation properly systematized and regulated," He went on to 
urge passage of the bill as an effective means of system-

/I, gatizing transportation in the United States, The bill
was amended and passed by voice, vote just a few days before

snPresident Taft left office.
On the trust question, Hobson introduced a bill 

during his first session in Congress "to prevent a combi
nation of firms or individuals from conspiring to raise or 
raising prices' of supplies furnished the United States 
Government or combining to put up prices for structural 
work, and providing penalties therefor, .  The bill was 
sent to the Committee on the Judiciary, and was never re
ported out. During the first session of the next Congress,

49. U. So, Congressional Record, 62nd Cong,, 3rd 
Sesso, 1912, XLIX, Pt. 1, 54, 55.""

50. Ibid., 1913, XLIX, Pt. 5, 4256.
51. Ibid., 60th Cong., 1st Sess . , 190 8 , XL'II,

Pt. 4, 3993. '
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Hobson introduced the same bill, and it met’the same fate.^Z

The most important antitrust bills passed during
Hobson's eight years in Congress, were the Clayton Antitrust
Bill and the Federal Trade Commission Bill, both enacted
within three weeks during 1914. Both were Administration
measures, part of President Woodrow Wilson’s "New Freedom."
The Federal Trade Commission Bill was passed without a roll-
call vote. After Senate amendments, it was passed again in
the House in the same manner."’0 Hobson voted for the
Clayton Antitrust Bill, and it was passed in the House by a
large majority of 277-54. After it returned from the Senate
with amendments which had seriously weakened its provisions, .
he did not vote on it. Although the progressives split
over this measure, it was still passed with the Senate

5*amendments by a large majority in the House.
When it came to the tariff, Hobson had some novel 

views. In April, 1909, when the protectionist Payne-Aldrich 
tariff bill came before the House, Hobson argued that each 
representative should confine his remarks to that part of

52. Ibid., 61st Cong., 1st Sess., 1909, XLIV, Pt.
1, 37.

53. Ibid., 63rd Cong., 2nd Sess., 1914, LI, Pt.
10, 9910, Pt. 15, 14943.

54. Ibid., Pt. 10, 9911, Pt. 16, 16344; Arthur
S. Link, Woodrow Wilson and the' Progressive Era,' 1910-1917
(New York: Harper and Brothers, 19 5.4), pp. 68-73.
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the tariff on which he had special knowledge. Hobson. ■ 
announced that, as a constructor, he would confine himself 
to discussing construction materials„ He pointed out that 
iron and steel were the most basic construction materials, 
and that in the industrial nations the iron market was 
called the "barometer of t r a d e . "^5 jje then referred to a
manuscript of a book, as yet unpublished, by George H.

56Hull. The author was Hobson's father-in-law, but Hobson 
did not mention this fact. Hull had been asked by -the Sec
retary of Commerce to investigate and report on the iron 
industry, of which Hull was one of the leading men. He had 
been president of the American Pig Iron Storage Warrant 
Company since 1888, and was acquainted with the role of 
iron in the economy. The manuscript from which Hobson ob
tained his information contained the' results and conclusions 
of Hull's study. The outcome of this study was an interest
ing theory, propounded by Hull, which placed iron at the 
very center of the nation's economic system. As Hobson 
explained it, "a continued period of low cost of construc
tion invariable causes general, activity and leads to a boom,

55. U. S.,. Congressional Record, 61st Cong., 1st 
Sess., 1909, XLIV, Pt. 1, 966.

56, George H. Hull, Industrial Depressions: Their .
Causes Analysed and Classified with' a Practical Remedy for 
such as" Result from' X n dus t r i a 1 Per an g erne n ts';' or,' iron the
Barometer of -Trade (New York: Frederick A. Stokes Co.,
1911) .
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which in turn causes an advance in the cost of construction, 
and „ . „ a continued period of high cost of construction
invariably causes an industrial depression<, " In other 
words, in .a period of expansion an uncontrolled speculative 
climate developed. Many builders would be unable to finish 
contracts because the prices of materials had risen beyond 
their expectations„ The demand would then, after reaching 
a high point, fall off, and a depression would be the re
sult. The solution to this up-and-down cycle lay in keeping 
the cost of construction materials from rising too high too 
quickly. Hobson proposed a sliding tariff on iron which 
would be lowered as the domestic market price climbed 
higher. This would prevent the creation of artificially 
high prices during boom periods', and would assure a con
tinuing supply of iron at reasonable cost. ' This way the 
boom could be kept going without entailing the risks 
of reaching a high peak followed.by a rapid decline. It 
would also prevent the demand for iron outrunning the 
supply.^ Hobson accused the Republicans of abusing the 
tariff by keeping duties extremely high in order to provide 
protection for their own vested interests. He called the 
Republican party the "conservative".party, and the Democrats 
the "liberal" party. The Democrats, he asserted, were more

57. U. S., 'Congressional Record, 61st Cong. , 1st 
Sess., 1909, XLIV, Pt. 1, 967-968.
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interested in reform, and, once in power, they would be 
"more rapid in extending the powers and control of govern
ment to the m a s s e s . Hobson concluded with an appeal for 
an end to narrow and short-sighted views that had led to 
such measures as an overprotedtive high tariff. Such a 
tariff system, he complained, was not helping American 
industry, but was stifling it. American exports of manu
factured goods amounted to less than one-third the amount 
of such goods exported by Europe. Yet the United States 
had a capacity to manufacture in much greater quantity and 
at lower prices than any other country. He concluded with 
an. appeal that the public bring, to an end its "parochial 
view of the Nation, and start out upon its world-wide 
destiny." Despite his oratory, Hobson's iron tariff pro
posal was not adopted.59

Although the Payne-Aldrich tariff bill was passed, 
and became law, Hobson was joined by many others in calling 
for tariff reform. The chorus grew steadily until Woodrow 
Wilson, was elected President. Wilson asked Congress for 
immediate action on the tariff, and in 1913 the Underwood' 
Tariff was passed. This measure achieved a general reduc
tion of import duties. Hobson made no comments on the bill 
in Congress, but was one of those who voted for it before

58. Ibid., 9 72.
59. Ibid., 973.
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it went to the Senate f and again when it returned with 
amendments. A bill previously submitted by him was made 
part of the tariff bill. This measure provided for a re
duction of the duties on articles imported in American- 
owned ships.

Hobson stood with most progressives on the labor 
question. He was convinced that many conditions of the 
laboring man in America were deplorable^ and that something 
should be done to improve them.- However, he believed, as 
most other progressives, that labor unions were not the 
answer. His remark at the 19 0 4 Democratic National Conven
tion that labor unions must not be allowed to interfere 
with the smooth conduct of business, or be allowed to 
violate the law, was typical of his attitude. In Congress, 
he tried to help labor with protective legislation. During 
his first session he introduced a bill to provide for a 
commission to investigate injuries in industry. The bill 
was sent to the Committee on the Judiciary and was never 
reported out. He introduced the same bill twice in the next 
Congress, but it met the same f a t e . in the next Congress

60. Ibid., 62nd Cong., 2nd Sess., 1912, XLVIII,
Pt. 3, 2543,,63rd Cong., 1st Sess., 1913, L, Pt. 2, 1386- 
1387, Pt. 6,. 5274? Musgrove, The Facts, p. 10.

61. St. Louis Repub1ic, July 9, 1904, p. 5? U.S., 
Congressional Record, 60th Cong., 1st Sess., 190 8, XLII,
Pt. 6, 5046,"6lst Cong., 1st Sess., 1909, XLIV, Pt. 1, 37, 
61st Cong., 2nd Sess., 1910, XLV, Pt. 2, 2115.
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his measure was accepted as an amendment to a bill providing 
for the establishment of a commission on .industrial re™ 
lations, and was passed in this f o r m . T h e  amendment 
authorized the commission to inquire "into the conditions ■ 
of sanitation and safety of employee's, and the provisions 
for protecting the life, limbs, and health of the employ
ees „ In introducing his amendment, Hobson stated that 
"much of the Ilabor] unrest that prevails .'. . is due to
the conditions— the actual physical conditions--of labor, 
particularly those bearing upon sanitation and the danger 
and exposure to life and limb„  ̂ At about this time,
Hobson was lending his "hearty support" to. the bill creating 
a separate Department of L a b o r , a n d  voted to limit in
junctions in labor disputes.^

Hobson was enthusiastic about a graduated income 
tax. A resolution calling for a Constitutional Amendment 
to this effect passed the House as early as 1909. During 
the debate / Hobson announced his support for. the measure. ■
He asserted that it would implement "the Democratic doctrine

62. U.S. / Co'n'g'res's'ionah Record, 62nd Cong. , 2nd 
1912, XL VIII ”, Pt. 9, 9194-9195, 9207, Pt. ■ 12, 11480,i ■

63. Ibid., Pt. 9, 9207.
64. Ibid., 9194.
65. ' Ibid., 8853.
66. Ibid., Pt. 7, 6470-6471.

Sess
11744.
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of equal burdens„" He described such a tax as being "the 
least burdensome of all taxes on wealth." He added that 
direct taxation was greatly preferable to indirect taxation 
because it made clear to the public what their taxes were„ 
Such indirect taxes as the high tariff would never be 
tolerated, he suggested, if the public knew how much they 
were being levied in that form,^ The resolution was passed 
by an overwhelming majority of '318-14,^  But it was several 
more years before such an amendment was'ratified,

Hobson gave his support to the Postal Savings Bill, 
one of President William Howard Taft's favorite measures„
Two such bills were introduced, one by the majority Repub
licans, and a substitute by the Democrats. Hobson favored 
the substitute bill, but. demonstrated an important principle 
of practical politics when he voted for the majority bill.
He foresaw that the Democratic bill would be defeated, and 
announced that if that happened, he would vote for the 
Republican bill, "The minority should not try to defeat 
good legislation because it is not perfect," he said, and 
added that "it is much easier to amend a defective law than

67. Ibid,, 61st Cong,, 1st Sess., 1909, XLIV, Pt,
4, 4430.

68. Ibid., 4440.
69. Ibid., 61st Cong., 2nd Sess., 1910, XLV, Pt.

7, 7738-7739; Henry F . Pringle, The Life' and Times' of 
William Howard' Taft (2 vols. New York: Farrar & Rinehart,
1939), I, 517-519.
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to enact a perfect lav/ = " He defended the bill on the 
basis that he had witnessed a similar savings arrangement 
while in the Navy, and it seemed to work well there in 
encouraging the men to be thrifty« He also asserted that 
the measure would help prevent hoarding, and thus keep 
more money in circulation.^ The substitute bill was de
feated, as Hobson had expected, but the majority bill was 
passed, and was signed into lav/ by President Taft two weeks 
later.

Like most progressives, Hobson was interested in 
moral issues, and this included morality in government and 
politics. He urged passage of a measure requiring the 
publicity of campaign contributions of those running for 
national offices'. He was also very active in supporting 
measures for the direct election of the President, Vice 
President, and Senators. A resolution for a Constitutional 
Amendment providing for the direct election of Senators 
came before Congress in 1911. In urging passage of the 
resolution, Hobson set forth his theory of governmental 
evolution. The earliest governments, he pointed out, were

• 70. . U.S., Congressional Record, 61st Cong., 2nd 
Sess. , 1910, XLV, Pt. 7, 7739".

71. ' Ibid., 7738, 7739.
72. Ibid., 7765-7766.
73. Ibid., 62nd Cong., 2nd Sess., 1912, XLVIII,

Pt. 5, 5056, 5057.



military and authoritarian. Graduallye as the functions
of government increased beyond the militaryr power began to
pass to the people. The time had come in this evolutionary
developmente Hobson went on, for the election of Senators to

7 4be brought one step closer to the people. He added that
it is the slowness of response of the various repre
sentative agents, one and two degrees removed from 
the people,' to the justified demands for progressive 
measures, that is causing the rapid growth of the 
movement for the initiative, referendum, and recall.

Failure to make evolutionary reforms when the demand for 
them continued to grow, Hobson warned, would only bring 
on revolution and socialism. "Let not those who -believe 
in representative government think they should oppose all 
changes', " he asserted. The Senatehe pointed out, had 
been the chief obstacle in the way of reform. It was now 
time to make that body more responsive, to the general will 
and its demand for reform. Hobson believed that the longer 
term of office for Senators, as compared to that for Repre
sentatives, would preserve the function of the Senate as
a more deliberative body acting as a restraint on the House

76of Representatives, as in the past. A year later, just 
before the resolution was finally passed and the amendment

74. Ibid., 62nd Cong., 1st Sess., 1911, XLVII,
Pt. 1, 209, 210.

75. ' Ibid., 211.
76. Ibid., 210.



Ill

sent to the states'. Southern members began expressing the
fear that the new amendment.would open the door to federal
intervention into state elections. The problem was' created
by a Senate amendment to the resolution, Hobson again
showed himself a practical politician when he argued that
it would be better to accept the reform with the amendment
than' to reject it, "It is clearly a question," he pointed
out, "of whether we will have it as it comes to us now or
not have it at all," • Furthermore, the amendment was really
no threat at all, he said, "I do not have any misgivings
about the Federal Government of the United States imposing
upon any section of the United States," His view prevailed,

77and the resolution was shortly passed.
Hobson also urged the direct election of the Presi

dent and Vice President. In 1911 he introduced a resolution 
proposing a Constitutional Amendment providing that the 
President and Vice President be nominated and elected by 
direct vote of the people. In 1913, he twice introduced the
same resolution. Each time, however, the measure died in 

7 8committee. This proposal was later used against him, in 
his 1914 primary campaign for the Senate against Oscar

77. Ibid., 62nd Cong., 2nd Sess., 1912, XLVII1,
Pt. 7, 6356.

78. Ibid., 1911, XLVIII, Pt. 1, 13, 62nd Cong.,
3rd Sess., 1913, XLIX, Pt. 1, 92.
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Underwood, because it would apparently have the effect of 
limiting Alabama's voice in the presidential elections, as 
well as opening the door for the Negroes to vote» Under
wood's supporters pointed out that the popular, vote in 
Alabama general elections was proportionately much lower

r7 Qthan its electoral college vote. But what they failed
to point out was that the vote was low because it was a
one-party state, and the Democratic.electors were always
those elected. Thus, many voters did not take the trouble
to. vote as. there was. no doubt as to the result. Moreover,
a good percentage of citizens, the Negroes, had virtually
no vote although they were included in the population
count upon which the number of electors and representatives
was based. Underwood's friends further pointed out that the
proposal would lead eventually to uniform qualifications
for voters, and this, they warned, would mean Negro suf- 

80frage.
Women's suffrage was a movement in which Hobson 

became deeply interested. He held women in high esteem 
for their apparent fervor in upholding moral standards.- 
Even before entering Congress he had made it clear that he

79. Forney Johnston, Democratic Senatorial Cam
paign : The Issue and the Facts (Birmingham; Underwood 
State'Campaign Committee, n .d.), pp. 24-25.

80. ibid., p. 25.
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thought women were more powerful than even they r e a l i z e d *

His idealistic crusades for peace and prohibition seemed 
to hold greater appeal to women, he believed, than to men, 
and at one time he admitted that he looked to women "to be 
my most forceful helpers in building up a nation that will 
forestall threats of war by sane plans of p e a c e . "82 when 
he took up the cause of women's suffrage, he announced in 
Congress that women were specialists in such important 
fields as child welfare, public morals, and public health„ 
These fields were in great need of legislation, he asserted, 
and the votes of women would go far in supporting such 
l e g i s l a t i o n . 83 Representative Michael E. Driscoll of New 
York tried to ridicule Hobson's support of women's suffrage 
as well as his unpopular big-navy proposals when he inter
rupted Hobson with the question, "Does' the gentleman expect 
if ladies were elected to Congress that they would vote for 
battleships?" Hobson's reply was greeted with laughter and 
applause: "I believe as compared with the gentleman from
New York they would show a commendable intelligence and

81. Arizona Daily Democrat (Phoenix), March 26, 
1903, clipping in Hobson Papers; unidentified clipping, 
undated (March 30, 1903?), in Hobson Papers.

82. Unidentified clipping, undated (March 30,
1903?) , in Hobson Papers .

83. U.S., Congressional Record, 62nd Cong., 2nd 
Sess., 1912, XLVIII, Pt. 6, 5295, 5296.
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patriotism on such questions„"84 He went on to point out 
that

we find ample provisions of law for dealing with 
cholera in hogs. or foot-and-mouth disease in cattle, 
but there is nothing to reach infant mortality and 
little to reach child labor, debaucheryf and moral 
obliquity« To get these questions properly dealt 
with = o , we must invoke the political aid of that 
part of humanity that gives daily attention to 

. those matters„
He concluded that the faculty for self-government had 
evolved over a long period of time, and that the continu
ation of that evolution to an even higher level required
that the faculty for self-government be developed in 

85women
The deep South, with its complicated suffrage re

quirements designed to disfranchise the-Negro, resented any 
hint of federal tampering with suffrage laws * Most South
erners, therefore, opposed women5s, s u f f r a g e Alabama 
Congressman Oscar Underwood, for example, went on record as 
favoring votes for women, but only,, as his campaign, manager 
expressed it, ,!in accordance with the Democratic principle 
of local self-government', and that when a majority of the' 
white women of Alabama desired the vote he would be willing

84. Ibid., 529 6.
85. Ibid.
86. Andrew Sinclair, The Better Half: The Emanci-

pation of the American Woman (New* York: Harper & Row,
1965), pp. 334-336. ' —
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for them to have i t . "87 As to how the women of Alabama were 
to express their political desires was not explained.
Another Alabama Congressman, J, Thomas Heflin, ridiculed 
Hobson's support of the suffrage movement on the floor of 
Congress„ A parade of women was scheduled in Washington 
for March 3, 1913, a day before the Inauguration of Woodrow 
Wilson, Hobson was to lead part of the marchers, A resolu
tion was introduced in Congress to allow the parade the use 
of Pennsylvania Avenue, Heflin and others sought to limit 
the parade by allowing it only the edges of Pennsylvania 
Avenue so as not to disrupt traffic. Interrupted occasion
ally by laughter and applause, Heflin said that

it is rumored that he [Hobson] will command a portion 
of the suffragette paraders. If he does f I want him 
to march clad in the paraphernalia of a woman,
[Applause and laughter,] And I now suggest that he 
don a bonnet and wear a dress on that occasion,
[Applause and laughter,]

He went on to describe great political figures of the past
making their famous pronouncements while wearing dresses.
This.imagery was welcomed with l a u g h t e r , ^ 8  Hobson replied
that women’s suffrage was

one of the great, progressive, evolutionary ques
tions of our age. It can not be laughed out of 
court, , „ , If the capacity for political govern
ment is as low in women as my friend [Heflin]

87, Johnston, Democratic Senatorial Campaign, 
p „ 53, (Underlings are Johnston’s),.

88, U. S, Congressional Record, 62nd Cong,, 3rd 
Sess,, 1913, XLIX, Pt, 5, 4472-4473.
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intimates, then he ought to hasten to develop that 
capacity by giving women political activities„89

The women's suffrage parade was put on as scheduled, 
but it degenerated into a near-riot. The paraders were 
severely harassed and jostled by s p e c t a t o r s . 90 That eve
ning in Congress, Hobson deplored the lack of police protec
tion. The police, in fact, had even joined in laughing at 
the marchers. He said that he had asked the War Department 
for cavalry protection, but had been refused. The day's 
events had proved its need. In a brief exchange of remarks 
with Representative James R. Mann of Illinois, Hobson men
tioned that a woman had earlier, called to tell him that her 
daughter had been riding on one of the floats when a 
"ruffian" had climbed on the float and insulted her. Mann 
interrupted to say that "her daughter ought to have been at 
home." Representative John E. Raker of California retorted 
that "she had as much right there as anyone. The gentleman 
ought to be ashamed of himself to make such a remark."
Hobson brought the debate back to the point, and put Mann in 
his place, by saying that "the gentleman from Illinois

89. Ibid., 4473-4474.
90. Sinclair, The Better.Half, p. 302; Olivia 

Coolidge, Women 's' Rights'' The Suffrage Movement in America, -
1848-1920 (New York: E. P. Dutton & Co., 1966), pp. 115-
116.
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[Mann] does not mean that he would not give protection to 
this woman*

Two years later a resolution calling for a Consti-
L

tutional Amendment enfranchising women came before Congress* 
Hobson spoke out in its behalf* He argued that the charac
ter of women was on the average at least the equal of men, 
and probably was higher* This meant, he said, that if 
either sex should be disqualified from voting it should be 
the men * Allowing women into politics, he argued, could 
only help along the natural course of human evolution. . The 
government needed women, he asserted, because "all govern
ment exists to promote the evolution and uplift of the 
Nation and the r a c e . "92 One of the most powerful opponents 
of women's suffragehe went on, was the liquor industry, 
because women favored prohibition. He added that the defen
ders of states’ rights also opposed the measure, and pointed 
out to them that passage of the resolution would send the 
amendment to the state legislatures for ratifications

This resolution would take the question out of 
national politics and make it a State question 
pure and simple whether the States wish to ratify 
or not. * * * The most vital right the States 
possess and cherish is the right to amend the 
organic law of the Nation. Let no Member invoke

91. U.S., Congressional Record, 62nd Cong., 3rd
Sess., 1913, XLIX, Pt. 5, 4817-4818.

92. Ibid., 63rd Cong., 3rd Sess., 1915, LII, Pt.
2, 1474.
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the police power of the States, when he deprives 
the brotherhood of States of the opportunity to 
amend the Constitution and determine themselves 
the question of equal suffrage„93

This unusual argument for states1 rights was unconvincing, 
and the resolution was defeated by a vote of 174 to 204.^4 

Hobson was very interested in education and advo
cated federal aid to education. He thought that the cost 
of education, including new construction, in each state, 
should be divided equally between the county, the state, 
and the federal government. He emphasized that he was not 
in favor of federal control of the schools. He was a member 
of the Education Committee during the Sixty-second Congress, 
and he introduced a bill to provide for a federal survey of 
the condition of education in the country. ' He introduced 
this bill twice in the Sixty-second Congress, and once in 
the Sixty-third Congress, but he was unable to have it re
ported out of the committee. His opponents in the South 
insisted that federal aid would mean federal control and the 
end of Negro segregation in the schools. Once again Hobson 
had taken up a far-seeing reform which had aroused the 
wrath of the conservatives of his own s e c t i o n . H e  was

93. Ibid., 1412.
. 94. Ibid., 1483. '

95. Ibid., 62nd Cong., 1st Sess., 1911,
Pt. 2, 1353, 1478, 63rd Cong., 1st Sess., 1913, L, Pt. 1, 
89; Musgrove, The Facts, pp. 4-5; Johnston, Democratic 
Senatorial Campaign, p. 22.
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equally interested in federal aid for highway construction.
His plan for roadbuilding also called for the costs to be
divided equally between the county f the state f and the
federal government = Between 1910 and. 1914 he introduced
eleven highway bills, some of which called for surveys
and some for construction. None of these were passed,

96however„
On other measures as well, Hobson generally stood

with the progressives. The overthrow of Speaker of the
House Joseph G„ Cannon, in 1910, which was led by George
Norris and other Republican "Insurgents," found Hobson, and
most of the other Democrats, on their side when it came
to a vote. In 1913, Hobson was one of those who voted for

Q 7President Wilson's Federal Reserve Bill." He was deeply 
interested in the reform movements of the day, and espe
cially those which would improve the living and working con
ditions of the American people throughout the country, and 
not only in his home state or district.. Hobson's view was 
almost always national, and usually of long range.

96. U. S., Congressional Re cord,6 2nd Cong., 1st
Sess., 1911, XLVII, Pt. 2,""1353, 62nd Cong. , 2nd Sess.,
1912, XLVIII, Pt. 6, 5307, 62nd Cong., 3rd Sess., 1913,
XLIX, Pt. 2, 2199, 63rd Cong., 1st Sess., 1913, L, Pt. 1,
89 (4 bills), Pt. 4, 3318, 63rd Cong., 2nd Sess., 1914,
LI, Pt. 16, 15812; Musgrove, The Facts, p. 5.

97. U. S., Congressional Record, 61st Cong., 2nd
Sess., XLV, Pt. 4, 3436, 63rd Cong., 1st Sess., 1913,
L, Pt. 5, 5129 . "
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In regard to the Negro question,. HobsonE s position 

was similar to most other progressives. Although he could 
generally be described as a typical Southern, conservative 
paternalist, he often indicated a willingness to grant the 
Negroes more rights and justice than they were accorded in 
those years * As usual, his outspokenness got him into 
trouble in his own state, and his "irregularity" on this 
issue was probably an important element in his defeat for 
a seat in the United States Senate in 1914. As early as 
1904, he had advocated white teachers for Negro schools in 
Alabama, and this was used against him in the 1906 campaign„ 
At the Democratic National Convention in 1904, however, he 
made it quite clear that he was a firm believer in racial 
segregation, and criticized Theodore Roosevelt for his 
apparent treatment of the Negro as an equal. During the 
same year there was a movement afoot to reduce the repre
sentation of the South in Congress and in the electoral 
college. Hobson suggested that this movement should be 
fought by pointing out that the Fifteenth Amendment had 
never been enforced, and that California had disfranchised 
the Chinese and Massachusetts the illiterate.̂ ®

98. St. Louis' Republic, July 9, 1904, p. 5; Broad
side, undated, headed "White Men, Read This!" signed 
"Bankhead Campaign Committee," in Hobson Papers; Hobson to 
H. S. D. Mallory, October 25, 1904, in Hobson Papers.
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In Congress, the most explosive racial issue to 

come up was the Brownsville Bill. The bill provided for 
the reinstatement of the 160 Negroes dishonorably discharged 
from the Army by President Roosevelt after a shooting inci
dent in Brownsville, Texas. The bill was an attempt on the 
part of some Republican party leaders to embarrass Roosevelt 
and to mollify Northern Negro, voters. It was introduced in 
the Senate by Republican Joseph Benson Foraker of Ohio and 
Democrat Benjamin R. ("Pitchfork Ben") Tillman of South 
Carolina.^ Hobson, speaking in favor of the bill, prefaced 
his remarks by saying that "these three minutes will cost 
me a contest in my district, and may cost me my seat in 
Congress." He criticized Roosevelt's action in discharging 
the men as being precipitate. He claimed there was no regu
lar court-martial for each of the defendants. He asserted 
that "the white man is supreme in this’country," and that 
he should therefore be just "to the black man.who is in our 
midst." He concluded with a dramatic appeal for justice;

I saw black men carrying our flag on San Juan Hill;
I have seen them before Manila. A black man took my 
father, wounded, from .the field of Chancellorsville. 
Black men remained on my grandfather's plantation 
after the proclamation of emancipation and took care 
of my grandmother and mother. . . .  We are standing. 
here on the field of eternal justice, where all men 
are the same. It is justice that links man to the

99. Mowry, Era of Roosevelt, pp. 212-213.
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divine, Whether the heavens fall, or the earth melt 
away, while we live let us be just.10 0

The bill passed, but Hobson’s speech did not cost him his 
seat in Congress as he had fearfed. During the 1912 primary 
campaign the supporters of his opponent, Frank Moody, ac
cused him of urging racial equality.because of his stand on 
the Brownsville Bill. Hobson stated that they had twenty- 
five speakers traveling around the district speaking against 
him. They organized these speakers into "flying squadrons."
Hobson asserted that "before we got through with them we

101called them the ’fleeing' squadrons. But when Hobson 
gave up his seat in the House to run for the Senate in 1914 
his defeat was undoubtedly due in part to his pronounce
ments on the Negro question. These were given the broadest 
interpretation and the widest publicity by his o p p o n e n t . ^ 0 2  

Even Hobson’s own campaign manager found it difficult to 
hide Hobson's true position on the Negro. He resorted to 
an attempt to extend Hobson's pronouncements on the Japanese 
school segregation crisis in San Francisco, in which Hobson 
had been outspoken in his defense of the local authorities 
to run their district without dictation from the federal

100. U. S., Congressional Record, 60th Congress,
2nd Sess., 1909,.XLIII, Pt. 4, 3391.

101. Ibid., 3400, 63rd Cong., 1st Sess., 1913,
L, Pt. 6, 5643.

102„ Johnston, Democratic Senatorial Campaign,
pp. 26-28.



government and without pressure from a foreign country:
He [Hobson] has been untiring in his efforts to 
provide for national defense, so we can „ . „ con
duct our own free institutions without interference, 
so San Francisco and California and all other cities 
and States may be free from dictation and intimida
tion by any other continent when we undertake to 
regulate our own schools as we choose, and to sepa
rate different races as they should be s e p a r a t e d . 103

Hobson believed that the highly-developed political 
and social institutions of the Anglo-Saxons proved their 
racial superiority.in the world. Discrimination against 
races other than the Negro was thus a characteristic of 
Hobson, as well as of most progressives. This prejudice 
he expressed in various forms, depending on circumstances. 
The "yellow peril," for example, meant for him not all 
Orientals, but only the. Japanese. Japan had built a for
midable military machine, and looked with resentment on 
American encroachment in the Western Pacific with -the 
acquisition of the Philippines. His attitude toward the 
Chinese was quite different. He saw China as a great 
market for American manufactures, and he sought to help 
the Chinese in two ways. First, he sought to help them 
by keeping the Open Door open to all countries for trading 
purposes, and second, by sending missionary workers to thei 
country. He feared, however, that China would be dominated 
and exploited by the strongest power in the Far East. After

103. Musgrove, The Facts, pp. 8-9.
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the Russo-Japanese War of 1905, that power-was Japan„
Hobson believed that Japan was arming China to fight the 
United States; So his position on this question was deter
mined more by his political assessments than by racial 
prejudice» In Congress, he introduced bills authorizing 
the admission to West Point and Annapolis of five cadets 
from the Philippines. He introduced these bills in the 
Sixtieth and Sixty-first Congresses, but they died in 
c o m m i t t e e . E v e n  these proposals were used against him 
in the 1914 campaign, when it was alleged that they would 
break down the race barrier.

Hobson's record as a progressive in Congress is 
not overwhelming, but it is certainly outstanding for one 
whose main energies were devoted to the fights for prepared
ness and prohibition. Prohibition became, in fact, an 
important progressive reform, and it was Hobson who led 
its forces in Congress for several years, and worked tire
lessly for it outside of Congress for many more years. In 
many ways Hobson resembled the principal progressive

104. Montgomery AdVertiser, March 13, 1906, p.. 11? • 
Roger Daniels , The Politics Of • Pre judice ;'' ' The Anti'~Japanese 
Movement in' California' and the Struggle for Japanese Exclu
sion (Vol. I,XXI of University of California Publications in 
History. Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of Califor
nia Press, 1962), p. 107 ? U. S., Congressional' Record, 60 th 
Cong., 1st Sess., 1908, XLII,Pt. 2, 1094, 61st Cong., 1st 
Sess., 1909, XLIV, Pt. 1, 37.

105. Johnston, Democratic' Senatorial Campaign,
p. 30.
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leaders. He was guided by crusading ideals like Woodrow
Wilson. He was a speaker of evangelical fervor like
William Jennings Bryan. His career was strikingly similar .
to that of Theodore Roosevelt„. When John Morton Blum
briefly summed up Roosevelt, his description might easily ■
have been of Hobson:

With Roosevelt, it is true, this generation embarked 
again and again on crusades of relative insigni
ficance or of dubious merit. But they embarked.
Again and again Roosevelt himself achieved triumphs 
which, however brilliant at the moment, afforded 
only ephemeral gain. . . . The war with Spain, for
one thing, Roosevelt's finest hour, for all its 
unhappy aspects was a momentous affair. It was 
for him a device by which the United States assumed, 
at last, its proper place as a responsible world- 
power. If he swaggered too much, he also foresaw, 
welcomed, and later developed the nation's role in 
maintaining international stability and promoting 
international justice. Concomitantly he championed 
not only military and naval preparedness but also 
the physical development of the country and the 
moral development of its people which constituted 
the resources for national greatness. And this 
also he did with confidence and by example.106

Yet Hobson failed to become an outstanding political 
leader such as Roosevelt, Wilson, and Bryan. There were a 
number of reasons for this failure. His flamboyant espousal 
of unpopular causes was undoubtedly an important factor.
But this was not the only cause. His political independence 
kept him in constant trouble with party leaders. He did 
not hesitate to vociferously defy his party when it was a

10 6. John Morton Blum, The Republican Roosevelt 
(Cambridge: Harvard University P r e s s 19 54), p. 2.



question of such issues as national defense or prohibition„ 
And his reluctance to compromise on certain issues having 
moral implications constituted an additional element in his 
lack of political success„ Together these characteristics 
combined to prevent Hobson from becoming one of the great 
political leaders of the twentieth century.



CHAPTER -1

THE PROGRESSIVE AS PREPAREDNESS ADVOCATE

Control of the sea in the two oceans washing our 
shores would enable us to live in security and 
continue indefinitely our peaceful pursuits at 
home r guaranteeing absolutely the survival of the 
hew civilization of peace based on justice f which 
this nation now embodies, and would enable impartial 
America to hold the balance of power in Europe and 
keep that balance permanently turned to the side 
of peaceo „ „ „ It would enable America to lay the
foundation of justice in the Pacific upon which 
the yellow race and white race, remaining each in 
its own habitat, could meet as friends in commerce 
to help each other, and not as enemies in war to 
destroy each other,

In an article which appeared in 1900, former 
Attorney™General Richard Olney urged a stronger navy and 
an end to isolationist policies. Although he was critical 
of the annexation of the Philippines, which he believed 
were useless to the United States, he argued in favor of 
a firm international position in which America could play 
a large role, and even intervene where an important moral 
question was at issue, Olney was disturbed by the fact 
that America's growing dominance in the world seemed to be 
heavily dependent on the good offices of the British Navy 
in the Atlantic, and on maintaining a precarious balance

1„ R, P„ Hobson, "Disarmament," American Journa1 
of International Law, II (October, 1908), 756-757,
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2of power in the Pacific. By 1904 the Joint Board of the 

Army and Navy recognized the decreasing military importance 
of Europe to America relative to that of Japan and the Far 
East. In the opinion of Olney, the Joint Boarde and other 
naval experts r a situation seemed to be developing in which 
a large two-ocean navy would be a necessity for the United 
States.^

Hobson shared this opinion. Such a navy, he 
believed, could act as a police: force for the rest of the 
world'. He lent his support to the Hague Peace Conferences, 
but was disappointed in their inability to secure influence 
over any nation's vital interests. This impotence in deal
ing with the. vital issues of international relations was 
equally true, he found, of arbitration treaties. Unlike 
the pacifists, he was convinced from history and from 
developments in his own time, that vital national interests 
were preserved by the use, or the threat, of force. He 
recognized that this unpleasant fact was often concealed 
behind a tranquil facade during times of peace. He realized 
too that the world was rapidly shrinking, and that the

2. Richard Olney, "Growth of Our Foreign Policy," 
Atlantic Monthly, LXXXV (March, 1900), 289-301,

3. Fred Greene, "The Military View of American 
National Policy, 190 4-1940," The American Historical Review, 
LXVI (January, 1961), 354-377; William Reynolds Braisted,
The United States' Navy in the Pacific',' 1897-1909 (Austin:
University of Texas Press, 1958), pp. 243-245.



United States could no longer depend on its geographical 
isolation to protect it from the diplomatic entanglements 
of Europe and Asia. He concluded that some nation or combi 
nation of nations must hold the balance of world power =
The United States seemed to have greater resources r rate 
of growtht and potential, than any other nation. It was 
also? he believed, the most pacific nation in the world.
The United States thenr he concludedf must seize this great 
opportunity to be the world leader, by building the largest 
navy in the world. Otherwiser he speculated, the world 
would be plunged into wars which would only harm America's 
interests f and threaten even her democratic institutions 
and free way of life. He foresaw that this policy would 
lead to a naval race, but was confident that other nations 
would exhaust their resources long before the United 
States.̂

Before Hobson attended his first session of 
Congress, he sought to ensure his appointment to the House 
Naval Affairs Committee. One of his major objectives in 
running for Congress was to obtain a seat on that committee

4. Hobson "America Must Be Mistress of the Seas," 
North American Review, CLXXV (October, 1902), 544-557; 
Hobson, "Internationalism and Naval Supremacy," Independent 
LX (April 5, 1906), 768-771; Hobson, "Disarmament,"
American Journal of International Law, II (October, 1908), 
743-757; U. "S., Congressional Record, 61st Cong., 2nd Sess. 
1909, XLV, Pt. 1, 124-127.
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in order to best carry out his ideas on his favorite sub
ject. On March 2, 1907, he sent a request for such assign
ment to House Speaker Joseph G. Cannon. The application was 
endorsed by seven of the other ten Alabama Congressmen, in
cluding Senator-elect John H. Bankhead.^ Soon after the 
new Congress convened in December, 1907, the House Minority 
Leader, Democrat John Sharp Williams of Mississippi, met 
with other Democratic Congressional leaders at his Washing
ton residence to discuss committee appointments. Williams 
agreed at that time to recommend Hobson for membership in 
the Naval Affairs Committee.® Hobson was later accused of 
obtaining his appointment through the influence of the 
Electric Boat Company. Representative George L. Lilley, a 
Republican from Connecticut, had early in the session 
charged that the Electric Boat Company was obtaining govern
ment contracts through the use of illegal pressures on the 
members of the Naval Affairs Committee. Hearings' were held 
to inves tigate these charges, and during the course . of his 
testimony Lilley asserted that Hobson had been placed on 
the committee through efforts on the part of the boat

r7company. Hobson readily admitted that he had been

5. U. S., Congress, House, Select Committee, 
Hearings' under' House Resolution 2 88, 60th Cong. , 1st Sess. , 
19 08, I, 343.

6. Ibid., 344-345.
7. Ibid., 3-13, 38. -
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approached by a friend who was then employed by the company, 
but he had .categorically refused the offered assistance,  ̂
After a host of other witnesses had testified, producing 
two volumes of written testimony, the select committee con
ducting the investigation concluded that Hobson and the 
other members of the naval committee were innocent. 
Furthermore, they determined that Lilley had fabricated his 
whole case, and that he had been acting in the interests of 
the Lake Torpedo Boat Company, a competitor of the Electric 
Boat C o m p a n y while Hobson's integrity was vindicated by 
the investigation, Lilley was in disgrace and was not 
returned to the next Congress.

Once in Congress, Hobson devoted his major energies, 
as a member of the Naval Affairs Committee, to achieving 
American naval superiority. His principal battles for the 
cause of national defense were fought over the naval appro
priation bill of 190 8, the Democratic platform of the same 
year, establishing the office of Chief of Naval Operations, 
establishing a Council of National Defense, and American 
neutrality during 1914-1917.

The influence of Alfred Thayer Mahan was powerful 
during these years, and Hobson was undoubtedly affected by

8. Ibid., 63-66, 236-237.
9. U. S., Congressional Record, 60th Cong., 1st 

Sess., 1908, XLII, Pt. 7, 6602-6624.
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it. There seems to have been no personal relationship 
between the two men, and although there were some similari
ties in their views, there were also fundamental differen
ces. They both urged the adoption of a large navy, and 
they viewed sea power as the cornerstone of foreign policy. 
But Mahan insisted that war was a positive good, a cathar
sis, while Hobson sought the avoidance of war and the main
tenance of peace. And while Hobson encouraged arbitration 
treaties and international organizations as imperfect means 
of promoting peace, Mahan held these methods in contempt, 
and believed diplomacy could be based solely on the cold 
realities of power.-*-®

Hobson was an active supporter of the Interparlia
mentary Union and other organizations whose goal was the 
preservation of peace through international understanding. 
The Interparliamentary Union had been formed in 1889'by 
members of parliaments in Great Britain and Europe. The 
Union had no real power, but did provide for an exchange 
of views among members of various governments. Hobson 
publicized the Union in his speeches, and gathered hundreds

10. Louis M. Hacker, "The Incendiary Mahan: A
Biography," Scribner1s .Magazine, XCV (April, 1934) , 263-268, 
311-320; William D.~Puleston, Mahan: The Life and Work of
Captain Alfred' Thayer Mahan, U. S. N. (New Haven: Yale
University Press, 1939), pp. 318-323.
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of thousands of signatures supporting its principles„ In
1905 he sent to representatives at a meeting of the Union
in Brusselsf Belgium, a list of 122 cities where his peace
resolutions had been adopted almost unanimously ("only
seven in over 100,000 votes having been made in the nega- 

12tive"). ’ This expression, of sympathy from the American • 
people impressed the representatives at the meeting, and 
Hobson was congratulated on his achievement by Richard 
Bartholdt, President of the American Delegation, and by

*j qHayne Davis, another American leader in the movement.
In the following years, Hobson continued to collect signa
tures, and by 1908 he could claim that no less than 440 
cities in the United States had adopted his peace resolu
tions.^-^ In a letter to Hobson, President Roosevelt 
acknowledged the work he was doing, and expressed a desire 
to meet Hayne D a v i s . W h e n  Roosevelt summoned the second

11. Hayne Davis, "The Man and the Movement," 
Independent, LVIII (March 16, 1905), 590; Hobson to Richard 
Bartholdt, August 10, 1905, Hobson Papers.

12. Hobson to Richard Bartholdt, August 10, 19 05, 
Hobson Papers. .

13. Richard Bartholdt to Hobson, September 2,
1905, Hobson Papers; Hayne Davis to Hobson (telegram), 
September 6, 1905, Hobson Papers.

14. Salt Lake City Deseret Evening News, April 22, • 
19 08, p. 5, clipping in Hobson Papers.

15. Theodore Roosevelt to Hobson, March 7, 190 8, 
Theodore Roosevelt Papers (Library of Congress, Washington, 
D. C. ) .
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Peace Congress at the Haguer his decision to do so was 
largely due to the influence of the Union„^  In 1909 Hobson 
introduced a bill providing for $20,000 to $30,000 of the 
annual naval appropriation to be spent for the maintenance ' 
of the Union. The bill failed, but an entering wedge had 
been made, and the following year a much smaller appropria
tion of $2500, introduced by Richard Bartholdt of Missouri, 
was passed as a part of the diplomatic appropriation bill.17

Hobson's ultimate faith, however, in a powerful 
United States Navy as the most potent force for peace - 
remained unaltered. History showed, he contended, that 
the United States was the most just nation in the world.
What other nation, he asked, had ever paid for conquered 
territory, as America had for the Philippines, or paid - 
the expenses of sending a defeated army home, as America 
had in 189 8. What other nation had ever returned indem
nities, as the United States had recently done for China 
and Japan. A great navy possessed by such an honorable 
nation, he concluded, would be the best guarantee of world

16. Warren F. Kuehl, Hami1ton Holt: Journallst, 
Internationalist,' Educator (Gainesville, Florida:
University of Florida Press, 1960), p. 69.

17. U. S., Congress, House, Committee on Naval 
Affairs, International' Peace and Arbitration,' Report No.
2282 to accompany I-I. R. 27429 , 60th Cong. , 2nd Se'ss. , 1909, 
pp. 1-2? "A Congressional Appropriation for Peace," Indepen
dent, LXVIII (May 5, 1910), 999-1000.
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p e a c e H e  pointed out that the recently concluded arbi
tration treaties dealt only with minor matters P. and this 
fact merely demonstrated that no nation was willing to 
submit its. vital interests to arbitration.*^ it was there
fore best, he went on, to follow George Washington's advice; 
"In time of peace prepare for war."20

Moreover, after 1905 there was a new ominous power 
which threatened all of America's Pacific interests. The 
Russo-Japanese War of 1904-1905 ended the delicate balance 
of power in the Far East, and left Japan almost unrivalled 
there. Hobson viewed Japan as a very serious threat to 
American interests in the Pacific and to the Open Door in 
China. It thus became even more urgent to build a large 
navy. Modern warfare, Hobson pointed out, gave a great, 
advantage to the best-prepared nation. The recent wars 
of Japan, as. well as those of Prussia during the 1860's 
and 1-870's, were of short duration and showed that a poorly

18. Hobson,."Internationalism and Naval Supremacy," 
Independent, LX (April 5, 1906) , 176 8-7-71; Hobson, 
"Disarmament," American Journal of International Law, II 
(October, 190 8) , 743-757.

19. Hobson, "Disarmament," American Journal of 
Internationa1 Law, II, 747-749.

20. Hobson, "Internationalism," Independent, LX,
770.
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prepared enemy could be humiliated and defeated within a

O 1few months. '
Among those who were actively engaged in the fight 

to enlarge the navy, the Navy League was perhaps the most 
prominent organization. It was generally believed at the 
time that it was an immensely wealthy and powerful group 
which was. conspiring to shape national policy. Recent 
research has shown that this view was an exaggeration, and 
that the League's influence was generally offset by the 
anti-navy campaigns waged by its enemies. These counter
attacks were led in the press by the Tndepe'ndent and the 
New; York Evening' Post, and were financed by Edwin Ginn and 
Andrew Carnegie.' Although Hobson was sympathetic to the 
League's goals, he was apparently never a member. Military 
preparedness was already a big issue in those years, and 
the militarists and anti-militarists fought each other in
many bitter contests in the press and on the floor of 

P 2Congress."

21. Hobson, "America Must Be Mistress of the Seas," 
North American Review, CLXXV (October, 1902)., 544-557;- 
Hobson, "Disarmament," American Journal' of International 
Law, II, 743-757; W as hi n'gt'o n Post, August 8, 1906, clipping 
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22. Armin Rappaport, The Navy League of the United 
States (Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 1962),
pp. 37,208.
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' Perhaps .the" most dramatic of these, contests was 

the one over the naval appropriation bill of 1908, which 
has been described as "one of the bitterest struggles in 
American naval h i s t o r y ."^3 This battle, in which Hobson 
played a leading part, took place during a period when there 
was a serious war-scare with Japan, and while the American 
fleet was on its famous journey around the world. Hobson 
had done a great deal to publicize the threat of Japan to 
the United States, and popular feeling had been developed 
to a high pitch as a result of the San Francisco school 
segregation crisis of 1906. American relations with Japan 
had been one of friendship until the United States took 
the Philippine Islands in 1898. America's new interest 
in the Far East created suspicion and mistrust in Japan. 
Moreover, American prosperity caused Japanese immigration 
to the United States to increase sharply at that time, 
with many of the newcomers settling in San Francisco.
Signs of bubonic plague appeared in that city in 1900, and 
residents there began protesting the foreign influx. Labor 
unrest led to the election of a Union Labor Party mayor, 
Eugene E. Schmitz, in 19 01. This new city government 
opposed Japanese immigration, and exploited anti-Japanese 
sentiment to divert attention from its own notorious

23. Harold and Margaret Sprout, The Rise of Ameri
can Naval Power, 1776-1918 (Princeton: Princeton University
Press, 1939) ," p. 264.
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corruption„ The success of Japan in her war with Russia
only increased American suspicions, and the anti-Japanese
sentiment increased in San Francisco in 1905„ In May of
that year a Japanese Exclusion League was formed by labor
leaders„ Then, on October 11, 1906, the San Francisco
school board ordered Japanese school children to attend the
Chinese school„ The Japanese government protested the
segregation order and asserted that it violated a treaty of 

9 A1894o The note sent by Japan's Foreign Minister to
Ambassador Shuzo Aoki was tantamount,to an ultimatum. Aoki
was instructed to say that

the hostile demonstration in San Francisco has 
.produced among all classes of people in Japan a 
feeling of profound disappointment and.sorrow.
Happily that feeling up to this time is unmixed 
with any suggestion of retaliation because it is 
firmly believed that the evil will be speedilyremoved.25

Aoki softened this veiled threat in his note to Secretary 
of State Elihu Root. On his part. Root replied in a

24. Ibid.} Raymond Leslie Buell, "The Development 
of the Anti-Japanese Agitation in the United States," 
Political Science Quarterly, XXXVII (December, 19 22) , 
606-609, 612, 614-617, 622-624; Outten J. Clinard, Japan's 
Influence bn American Naval Power, 1897-1917 (Vol. XXXVI 
of University of California Publications in History.
Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press,
1947), pp. 1-33.

25. Tadasu Hayashi to Shuzo Aoki, October 23, 19 06, 
Archives of the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Micro
film Division, Library of Congress, Telegram Series, cited 
in Charles E. Neu, An Uncertain Friendship: ' Theodore Roose
velt and Japan', 1906-1909 (Cambridge: Harvard University
Press, 1967), p. 31.
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conciliatory tone, and assured Aoki of America's friendli
ness for Japan. President Roosevelt soon met with the San 
Francisco mayor and school board to work out a solution.
The President was painfully aware of his country's meager 
defenses in the Pacific in case Japan became bellicose.
Both he and Root expressed anxiety that Japan could easily 
seize the Philippines, Hawaii, and even the Pacific Coast 
.of the United States. Roosevelt had little sympathy with 
California's anti-Japanese attitude, yet he soon realized 
that he could not overcome it. It was finally agreed that 
the school board would rescind its segregation order, and 
Roosevelt would find a way to restrict Japanese immigration. 
The President sought to combine with Canada and Australia, 
which had strict immigration laws, in a common front against 
Japanese immigration. In February, 1907, he concluded a 
Gentlemen's Agreement with Japan by which Japan agreed to 
restrict emigration'to the United States. On March 13,
1907, the San Francisco school board rescinded its segre
gation order.26

Hobson believed that the Japanese had hoped to use 
the school segregation issue as a pretext to go to war to

26. Thomas A. Bailey, Theodore. Roosevelt and the 
Japahese-American' Crises (Stanford; Stanford Univ. Press', 
1934), pp. 126-167, 176, 327; Donald C. Gordon, "Roose
velt's 'Smart Yankee Trick,'" Pacific Historical Review, XXX 
(November, 1961), 351-358; Neu, An Uncertain Friendship, 
pp. 34-37.
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oust the United States from the Far East. But Rooseveltt 
Hobson pointed out,, had been too smart for them, and had 
actually avoided war by backing down in the face of their 
threat. The President, he asserted, had no real choice 
in the matter because he did not command a large enough 
navy to stand up to the Japanese. Hobson used this example 
repeatedly to point out the need for a much bigger navy.
The United States would be humiliated again and again, he 
asserted, as long as the pacifists had their way in Con-

0 7gress. He stated that until the United States had an 
adequate navy the American people must "eat dirt." "When 
the ships are built," he asserted, "we can stop the dirt 
diet, and not until then."^®

The Gentlemen's Agreement of 1907 did not put an 
end to the bad feeling between the United States and Japan. 
The tension remained at a high pitch for another two years, 
and provided Hobson and other big-navy advocates with a 
strong argument for their preparedness proposals. Roosevelt 
since 189 7 had been aware of the threat of Japan to the

27. ' New York Times, February 2, 19 07, 2:5; Rockford 
IIllinois] Republic, December 5, 19 06, clipping in Hobson 
Papers? Washington Times, October 20, 1907, p. 1 (first of
a series of articles by Hobson); "Richmond Pearson Hobson," 
-Independent, LXIV (January 16, 1908) , 165-167? • Hobson, . 
"Colonialism: the Defense of Our Outlying Possessions,"
World To-day, XV (July, 1908), 741-744.

28. Hobson, "Colonialism," World To-day, XV, 744.
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United States and its Pacific possessions„ The Taft-Katsura 
Agreement of 1905 had given no protection to the Phil
ippines „ Beginning in 1907 Roosevelt did his utmost during 
the remaining two years of his Administration to bring the 
big-navy proposals to fruition. On June 14, 1907, he sent 
a request to the Joint Board of the Army and Navy to submit 
their plans of preparation in case of trouble with Japan. 
Four days later the Board recommended among other things 
that the fleet be sent to the Far East, and that the Army 
and Navy forces in the Philippines be made ready to defend 
the naval base at Subic Bay near Manila, since there were 
insufficient forces to defend more than one base in the 
entire Pacific. On June 27 Roosevelt met at Oyster Bay 
with representatives from the Navy and War Departments.
He belittled the idea that there might actually be war, then 
went on to concur in the Joint Board’s recommendations.
He issued orders for defensive preparations to be made.
These included sending the entire fleet of battleships from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific some time during October. This 
movement was to be made to appear as a practice maneuver 
in order to avoid the impression that the country was 
preparing for war. In addition, fortifications at Subic 
Bay were to be completed as quickly as possible, and field 
rations for 10,000 men for five months and other supplies 
were to be sent there. The regular Army was to be increased
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to its full strength, and the defenses of the Pacific. Coast
of the United States were to be prepared and stocked with
supplies„ All these preparations were to be carried out

29as inconspicuously as possible»
News that the fleet would be moved to the Pacific

leaked out in July. Hobson warned that news of the move
might be used by Japan as a pretext for war. In fact, the
yellow press in both Japan and the United States talked
openly of war. New riots in San Francisco added fuel to
the flames. Hobson endorsed the movement of the fleet,
and said that it was the only course of action which offered

30hope of peace with Japan. A military observer in Europe, 
the Captain of the General Staff of the Austro-Hungarian 
Army, Ignez Rodic, had recently written an article in which

f
he asserted that Japan was manufacturing armaments and 
ammunition at a rate which indicated that it was probably 
considering warfare outside of Asia, beyond even the Philip
pines' and Hawaii. The logical target of these preparations.

29. Howard K . Beale, Theodore Roosevelt and the 
Rise Of America' to World Power (Baltimore: The Johns
Hopkins Press, 1956), pp. 264-265; Louis Morton, nMilitary 
and Naval Preparations for the Defense of the Philippines 
during the War Scare of 1907,'’ Military Affairs, XIII 
(Summer, 1949), 95-97; Clinard, Japan's' Influence, pp. 54- 
56; Raymond A. Esthus, "The Taf t-Katsura Agreement~--Reality 
or Myth?" Journal of Modern' History, XXXI (March, 1959),. 
46-51. "

30. Bailey, Theodore Roosevelt, pp. 211-215;
Kansas City Star, July 18, 1907, p. 1, clipping in Hobson 
Papers; N'eW York Times, July 8, 1907, 2:2.
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Rodic pointed .outt was probably the West Coast of the United 
Stateso He suggested that America could best protect her
self by putting a fleet in the Pacific equal in size to the 
Japanese fleet, fortify the Pacific Coast, increase the 
standing army, and complete the Panama Canal0 These, and
more, were the preparations which the Roosevelt Administra-

31tion had in fact decided upon*
The war scare continued through the summer and 

fallo In October, Roosevelt sent his Secretary of War, 
William Howard Taft, to Japan to convince that country of 
America's friendly intentions„ The Taft mission was appar
ently successful, and the tension between" the two countries

3 9seemed to ease. On October 20, Hobson began a series 
of five Sunday articles for the Hearst newspaper syndicate 
on the possibility of war with Japan. In the series, Hobson 
considered both the diplomatic and military aspects. In 
the Washington Times the first article appeared on the 
front page under the large headline, "Americans on Volcano." 
Hobson pointed out that the United States' and Japan had

31. Ignez Rodic, "Military Conditions in United 
States' and Jap an-™ A Comparison," J ournaT of the Military 
Service Institution of the' United 'States’, XL I (July-August, 
1907) , 12-2 7 (Originally published" in German in the form of 
a pamphlet, 19 07).

32. Bailey, Theodore Roosevelt, pp. 256-25 8; Ralph 
Eldin Minger, "Taft's Missions to Japan: A Study in Person
al Diplomacy," Pacific' Historical Review, XXX (August 1961) , 
279-294.
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both been expanding until now their interests were over
lapping in the Pacific. Everything seemed to indicate 
that Japan was preparing for war, and it was time, Hobson
wrote, for the United States to increase the size of her

33navy and strengthen her coastal fortifications„
Despite all the war preparations which were being

made, Roosevelt was still dissatisfied. In identical
letters to Vice President Charles Fairbanks and Speaker
of the House Joseph Cannon, in February, 190 8, the President
asked for their cooperation in passing legislation to
strengthen the Pacific defenses. "The present military and
naval needs in the Pacific," he wrote,

are so urgent as to force me to ask that considera
tion be given by the Congress to the necessity of 
completing as promptly and expeditiously as pos
sible the defensive work on our Pacific coasts, in 
our insular possessions in the Pacific, and the 
providing of docks and other utilities which will 
permit of the maintenance of our battle fleet in 
those waters. . « . As to Hawaii and Manila, and
above all as to Hawaii, there should be no d e l a y „ 34

Roosevelt was thus preparing Congress for the forthcoming
naval appropriation bill. In his Annual Message to Congress
he had asked for the provision of four battleships of the
new dreadnought type. This amounted to a sharp increase

33. Washington Times, October 20, 1907, October 27, 
1907, November 3, 1907, November 10, 1907, November 17,
1907.

34. Roosevelt to Speaker of the House of Represen 
tatives, February 21, 1908, Roosevelt Papers.
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over previous years e and it was on this request that the 
legislative battle lines were drawn„

Before the Japanese war-scare had developed? Amer
ican naval construction had been leveled off. By 19 05 the 
United States' had twenty-eight battleships and twelve 
cruisers„ It was the third largest navy in the world ? be
hind Great Britain and France. Roosevelt felt at that time 
that the navy was large enough. He told Congress that it 
need appropriate only one battleship per year? which would 
simply replace old ships as they wore out. But in 1906? he 
asked for two battleships. Congress authorised only one. 
Then? in his Annual Message of December? 1907 ? during the 
Japanese crisis? he asked Congress for four battleships of 
the largest size. There was strong Congressional opposition 
to an increase of this magnitude. The leading advocate of 
the President's program in the House was Democrat Richmond
Hobson.36

This was Hobson's first session in Congress ? and he 
was only a junior member of the House Naval Affairs Commit
tee. Moreover? he was in the anomolous position of leading 
the fight for an Administration measure of the opposition 
party. But Roosevelt had turned before to Democrats for 
help in Congress. The Naval Affairs Committee recommended

35. Sprout? Rise of American Naval Power? p. 26 4.
36. Ibid.? pp. 261-264.
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a bill providing for only two new battleships. Hobson
introduced an amendment calling for four, the number Roose- 

3 7velt wanted. During the debates, Hobson made his maiden 
speech, and did so with such force and ability that one 
newspaper declared that "if ever a speech in Congress made

onvotes, this speech of Hobson made them." It was described 
in another newspaper article as "one of the most powerful 
speeches delivered in the House this session." The article 
added that

seldom has a new Member . . . attracted such atten
tion. Where disorder had reigned when some "old 
timers" had been talking on the naval appropriation 
bill, the hero of the Merrimac was able to secure 
a death-like silence. . . . Republicans and Demo
crats alike, caught by the spirit of the speaker, 
cheered him, and the galleries, jammed to the doors 
with admirers of the young Representative, accepted 
the opportunity to express a roaring approval of 
the Democratic defender of the Rooseveltian naval 
policy.39

In his speech, Hobson set forth many arguments in • 
favor of greater sea power. A large navy, he said, would 
ensure peace, and not create war. To those who alleged 
that the United States, if attacked, could rely on its great 
resources to build a war machine and ultimately emerge.

37. U. S., Congressional Record, 60th Cong., 1st 
Sess., 1908, XLII, Pt. 5, 4782.

38. Boston Transcript, April 13, 1908, clipping 
in Hobson Papers. ~ '■

39. Washington Times, April 11, 190 8, p. 3, clip
ping in Hobson Papers.
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victorious f Hobson replied that although this was true, 
it would be much more costly than building a large navy to 
prevent such a War from occurring« When' asked where a 
naval armaments race with other nations would end if carried 
to its farthest extreme, Hobson answered that America's 
wealth was so great that the other nations would go bank
rupt 2000 years sooner» He pointed out the new danger of 
Japan in the Pacific, That nation seemed to be preparing 
for long-range warfare. He predicted that due to recent 
developments in international relations, and in view of 
the rapid advancements in technology, the. United States 
would eventually be forced to become an armed camp,1̂  This 
could be avoided only by building a navy large enough to 
control the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans:

I here proclaim you may refuse to recognize the 
inevitable facts if you wish, but the time is 
coming when this nation, not only to do its 
duty to the world, but to preserve its very 
existence, will either have to turn the country 
into a mighty army or it will have to control 
the sea in the Atlantic Ocean and the Pacific 
Ocean, both at the same time. Which should 
be the choice-— to turn our citizens into 
soldiers or a small part of our wealth into ships?41

To those who argued that the British Navy was America's 
guardian in the Atlantic, Hobson asked them why they trusted

40. U.S., Congressional Record, 60th Cong., 1st
Sess., 1908, XLII, Pt. 5, 4605-4611.

41. ' Ibid., 4609 .



Britain more than their own country. One nation had to 
have the largest navy, he asserted, why should it not be 
the United States, the nation of peace. The only guideline 
that needed to be considered in determining the size of 
the navy, he said, was the size of the navies of other 
nations. The size of the American Navy, as an arm of 
defense, had no significance in any other context. He 
was not, he explained,.advocating a large navy for offensive 
purposes. He was not, as his opponents alleged, a mili
tarist or a war monger. He said that anyone who has 
experienced war, as he himself had in 189 8, and who has 
seen the death and destruction it brings, is converted to 
peace as he was. He stated that he had already delivered 
more than 1700 speeches for.peace around the country, and 
he submitted a partial list of the cities which had adopted 
his resolutions for peace and a big navy. In his final 
argument just before the. voting, he pointed out that it was 
not only himself who wanted four battleships, but that this 
was also the number recommended by the Secretary of the 
Navy, the Navy General Board, and the President himself. 3̂

President Roosevelt, in fact, was so determined to 
obtain four battleships that he sent a special message to 
Congress in the midst of the debates. In this message,

42. Ibid., 4607-4608, 4609-4611.
43. ' Ibid., 4805.
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Roosevelt based his request for the ships on the ground 
that a large navy would ensure maintenance of peace, but 
did not mention any immediate threats. At the same time, 
however, he sent a letter to Speaker of the House Cannon 
in which he stressed the threatening international situ
ation, and stated that a large navy was needed in case of 
an emergency. The letter to Cannon was supposed to be 
shown only to certain committee chairmen, but somehow Hobson 
obtained a copy and showed it to other Democrats in the hope 
of gaining their support. The apparent disparity in the 
two reasons given by Roosevelt, plus the fact that Hobson 
had been given access to the confidential letter, seemed to 
anger some Congressmen, and may have cost the President 
some votes' for his proposal. Roosevelt had also threatened 
to. veto a $20,000,000 pork barrel bill, the Public Buildings 
and Grounds Bill, and this high-handedness may have lost 
even more votes. Two days before a vote was taken, Hobson 
conferred with Roosevelt, and assured him that he could 
obtain fifty-eight Democratic votes for the four-ship 
amendment. But Minority Leader John Sharp Williams asserted 
there was no need for a larger navy, and used his influence 
to oppose the Hobson a m e n d m e n t . O n  April 15 there was

44. Ibid., 4781-4782, 4801; Was hington Post,
April 16, 190 8, p. 1.
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a long and bitter debate on the amendment»^  .The opponents 
argued that Europe was dependent on American exports, and 
therefore could not afford to go to war against the United 
Statesthat the distance of the United States from Europe 
and from Japan would prevent the success of any attempted 
invasion? that world opinion favored peace and would pre
vent war from breaking out? that by joining the armaments 
race the United States would only be contributing to the 
likelihood of war? and that American policy had tradition
ally avoided large military expenditures during peacetime
without dire consequences.^6

When the time allowed for debate had expired,
Hobson6s amendment for four battleships was put to a vote, 
and was defeated, 83 to 199. Of the fifty-eight Democrats 
he had promised Roosevelt, only twentytsix. voted in favor 
of the measure. Hobson attributed this large-scale defec
tion to the opposition of Minority Leader Williams. Hobson 
then offered a compromise amendment for three battleships, 
but the ranks of his followers had been broken, and this 
amendment was defeated by a vote of 6 4 to 20 8. A small- 
navy amendment for only one battleship was also heavily

45. U. S., Congressional Record, 60th Cong., 1st 
Sess„, 1908, XLII, Pt. 5, 4776-4810'.

46. ' Ibid.,4611, 4777-4810.'
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& ndefeated* ■£ The President expressed his disappointment in 

a letter to Hobson the following days "Yesterday the House 
seemed to possess an infinite capacity to go wrong, except, 
praise Heaven 1 in beating the scandalously unpatriotic pro
posal to cut down the increase of the Navy to one battle- 
ship*"^  The bill was finally passed providing for two 
battleships * It also provided $1,000,000 for the construc
tion of a naval station at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii* ̂  
Establishment of this base was one of Roosevelt's recom
mendations , as he, and other naval experts, considered 
Pearl Harbor "the key to the Pacific O c e a n *"50 The House 
did not at that time appropriate funds with which to begin 
the construction authorized in the bill* This omission was 
traditional, and funds were normally appropriated during the 
following years after plans had been prepared, and when

47* ; Ibidc, 4806; Hobson to W. J» Bryan, June 22, • 
1908, Hobson Papers;' 'Washington' Post, April 16, 190 8, p. 1; 
Spokane Spokesman-Review, April 27, 1908, p. 1, clipping 
in Hobson Papers„

48. Roosevelt to Hobson, April 16, 1908, Roosevelt
Papers.

49. U.S., Congressional Record, 60th Cong., 1st 
Sess., 1908, XLII, Pt. 5, 4838-4839; U.S., Congress, Senate, 
Navy Yearbook: ' Embracing All Acts' Authori zing the Construc- 
tTon 'of 'Ships' of the ""New Navy" and a Resume of Annual 
Appropriation Law's' from 18 83 to '1919',' Indlubrve, 65th Cong. , 
3rd Sess.',’1919, Senate Document No. 418, p. 272.

50. Roosevelt to Speaker of the House of Represen
tatives, February 21, 190 8, Roosevelt Papers.
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costs could be more accurately e s t i m a t e d . T h e  total 
amount that was actually authorized by the act was nonethe
less a substantial increase over that of the previous year. 
The 1907 act had authorized $99 ,9 71,449.79. The new 190 8
act authorized $122,133-.27, or an increase of twenty-

5 2three per cent.
It soon appeared that the public may have been won 

over to the four-battleship proposal during the legislative 
debate concerning it. Using editorial opinion as a guide 
to public sentiment, the Literary Digest, in February, 1908, 
showed that there was a sharp disagreement in the press 
between those newspapers favoring two battleships and those 
favoring four.^ In its issue of May 2, 190 8, however, in 
a survey reflecting editorial opinion in April, the Literary 
Digest announced that eighty per cent of the major news
papers in the. country favored four battleships. The re
maining twenty per cent opposed the measure only because 
they feared it would increase the treasury deficit. It 
was pointed out that during the preceding twelve months the 
treasury funds had dropped from a surplus of $50,000,000

51. U.S., Con gress ion a1 Record, 60th Cong., 1st
Sess., 1908, XL!I, Pt. 5, 4829.

52. U.S., Congress, Senate,' Navy Yearbook (1919)
p. 679.

53. ' Literary Digest, XXXVI (February 22, 190 8) ,
253-254.
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to a deficit of $40 ,000 , 000 It would appear, therefore,
that Roosevelt, Hobson, and the other big-navy advocates, 
had succeeded in convincing many opponents of their argu
ment « Moreover, Hobson revealed that even a majority of 
the House Naval Affairs Committee, including Chairman George 
Foss, favored four battleships, but had believed such a 
bill could never pass, and had recommended only two in the 
belief that a higher recommendation would be pared by an 
angry House to merely o n e 0 ̂

The 1908 naval appropriation bill had hardly been 
passed when.a series of articles by Hobson, on the likeli
hood of war with Japan, began appearing in' Co'smopolitan.
In the May, June, and September issues the articles appeared 
under the general title "If War Should Come!"56 in these 
articles, Hobson emphasized the historical factors which 
had brought the United States and Japan face to face over 
the issue of the control of the Pacific and influence in 
the Far East« Japan's recent growth and expansion of power, 
he pointed out, had been won by force of arms« Moreover, 
the Japanese people were being trained and disciplined for 
war, while Americans innocently pursued peaceful activities.

54. Ibid. , (May 2, 1908) , 631.
55. U.S., Congressional Record, 60th Cong., 1st 

Sess., 1908, XLII, Pt. "5, 4606.
56. ' 'Cosmopolitan, XLIV (May, 190 8) , 584-59 3, XLV 

(June, September, 1908), 38-47, 382-387.
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Not only were .the Japanesef then, already more efficient 
soldiers, but they were gradually bringing the 450 million - 
Chinese people and their huge resources into their war 
machine„ The Japanese were rapidly enlarging their navy 
with several new battleships of the. dreadnought class, and 
thus would soon -attain superiority over the American Navy« 
Moreover, Japan was allied with England, the greatest sea 
power in the world„ Since the United States had already 
fought two wars with England, there was no certainty that 
it would not have to fight another« In fact, Hobson wrote, 
it was probable that England would join Japan in a war 
against the United States, notwithstanding the fact that 
the Anglo-Japanese Alliance was a defensive one. The 
Japanese, Hobson felt sure, could easily, confuse the issue 
of aggression to make it appear that the Americans were the 
aggressorso Because of this possibility, Hobson often 
misleadingly referred to the Anglo-Japanese Alliance as an 
offensive and defensive one. Since England would also be 
an enemy it was urgent that the United States' build a navy 
large enough to control the Atlantic as well as the Pacific
Ocean.57

Moreover, Hobson stated that Japan possessed, the 
capacity to land a large army on the Pacific Coast.58 He

. 57. Ibid., XLIV (May, 1908), 584-593.
58, ; Ibid., XLV (June, 190 8), 40.
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was not alone in this belief* General Homer Lea, in a 
later series' of articles, pointed out the- feasibility of a 
successful Japanese i n v a s i o n * H e  stated that the Japanese 
possessed one hundred transport ships which could move 
200,000 fully-equipped soldiers at one time * He asserted 
that once in possession of the virtually defenseless states' 
of Washington and Oregon, the Japanese would control an 
area containing more wealth than Japan, He assumed that 
the inhabitants of that area would be enslaved by the 
conquerors, California would then be seized. The conquered 
territory would be. cut off from the population centers of 
the United States by mountain ranges and deserts, The 
strategic situation contained elements roughly analogous 
to some of the circumstances of the Russo-Japanese War, 
President Roosevelt was so impressed by. the reality of this 
threat that he ordered "the bulk" of the government gold 
at San Francisco moved east to Denver in 190 8,®^

59. General Homer Lea, "The Valor of Ignorance," 
Harper" s; Weekly, LIII, September 18, 1909, pp. 7, 27, 
September 25, .1909, p. 17, October 2, 1909, p. 15, October 
9 , 1909 , p. 13, October 16, 19 09, p. 13, October 23, 1909, 
pp. 15-16, October 30, 1909, p. 13, November 6, 1909,
pp. 11-12, For similar views by a foreign observer see 
ignez Rodic, "Military Conditions in United States and 
Japan— A Comparison," Journai of the Military Service 
Institutioh of the' United States, XLI (July-August, 190 7) , 
12-27.

60. Ibid,
61. Roosevelt to George B. Cortelyou, April 19,

190 8, Roosevelt Papers,
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In assuming that Japan would begin a war against 
the United States^ Hobson believed that she would strike 
first at the Philippines and Hawaii. It would be difficult, 
if not impossible, to prevent her taking the Philippines. 
America's best defense would be in keeping a large fleet 
just off the West Coast of the United States. If the fleet 
tried to retake the Philippines or to seek an engagement 
with the Japanese fleet in the Philippines, the result would 
probably be defeat, because the American fleet would be 
operating in hostile waters thousands of miles from its home 
bases. If the American fleet were to operate anywhere but 
off. the West Coast of the United States, the Japanese could 
easily invade the American mainland. The American army was 
small and scattered. . It would have to cross the western 
deserts. The Japanese army could live off the rich land 
of California, Oregon, and Washington. The. United States 
would be humiliated and defeated. Hobson added, however, 
that such a defeat would probably be only temporary, because 
of America's great resources'. Still, it would be extremely 
costly. He 'emphasized the fact that although the oceans 
may have at one time served as a kind of moat to protect 
America, technological advances in ships and weapons.had 
rendered this concept obsolete. He added further that 
warfare no longer provided long periods of inaction and 
delay, during which an unprepared nation could mobilize.
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The Spanish-American War had demonstrated the modern prob
lems of rapid mobilization, and had shown that poor prepara
tion and organization by the United States, could be more 
effective than enemy bullets in killing American soldiers. 
Therefore, if the United States was to protect itself and 
its overseas possessions it would have to maintain a state 
of naval preparedness

In his concluding article Hobson assured his readers 
that if war should ever occur between the United States' and 
Japan, it would be a war of'attrition,, fought to exhaustion, 
and the United States, because of its greater resources, 
would be the ultimate winner.^ Yet, if other nations were 
to join in the war, the outcome would be less certain.
Early American successes would discourage other nations ■

/

from siding with Japan. Early Japanese successes, however, .. 
might "lead to great exhausting wars between the nations 
of the white race and pave the way for the supremacy of the 
yellow r a c e . H o b s o n  believed that different races could 
live in friendship side by side, but that racial differences 
were always a potential source of friction. He drew his 
lesson from the situation of the Negro in America, and. 
concluded that segregation of the races' was the most

62. ' Cosmopolitan, XLV (June, 1908), 3 8-47.
63. ' Ibid., (September, 1908) , 382.
64. Ibid., 387.



effective means of minimizing the. chances of racial violence
or racial war. Although he warned against the dangers of
making predictions, he went on to state that it seemed
clear that America would eventually be supreme on the sea,
and that Asia would revert to the Asians.̂

Whether America and the world are to go through fire 
on the way will depend on whether America will take 
time enough from her absorbing business' and domestic 
problems to recognize in advance the necessity for 
her supremacy on the sea, and [on] whether the 
European nations, in their scramble for empires 
in the East and spheres in China, will see the '
handwriting on the wall and withdraw from conti
nental Asia without the struggles' that now seeminevitable .'66 .

Hobson did not live long enough to see that the world would 
go through fire before the United States' would become domi
nant on the seas, and before the peoples of Asia could 
achieve self-determination.

Hobson wrote his articles to awaken the public to 
the need for a larger navy, and it seems quite possible 
that he allowed some exaggeration to color his analyses. 
Surely, the main foundation of his argument was built se
curely on fact. His views were quite similar to those of 
Theodore Roosevelt, and it has been asserted that Roosevelt 
exaggerated the Japanese threat at least once in order to 
elicit larger naval appropriations from a recalcitrant

65. Ibid.
66. Ibid.



C o n g r e s s . ^7 Sometimes when pressed for further details z
Hobson would back down a bit. In February, 190 7, for 
examplewhen the San Francisco school crisis was at its 
peak, Hobson said Japan was seeking an excuse to go to war 
with America, but when asked if he thought the Japanese 
would attack the mainland, he said no, they only wanted 
to force the United States to withdraw from the Far East.^^ 
Again, in July, 1907, he stated that the news of the trans
fer of the American’fleet from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
was just the excuse .the Japanese were waiting for to start 
a war, yet he concluded his remarks with the statement that 
"the Government should proceed at the opening of the next 
session of Congress to provide for building the strongest 
navy of any nation on the earth„"69 The next session of 
Congress was not scheduled to convene for five months, and 
this fact detracts from the urgency of his first statement. 
There is no doubt among historians about the threat of 
war from Japan at certain crucial moments during the years 
1906 to 1909, and there is no doubt that Hobson was con
vinced that a great American navy offered the best means of

67. Henry F. Pringle, Theodore Roosevelt: A
Biography (New York: Harcourt, Brace and Co., 1931),
pp. 407-412; Raymond A. Esthus, Theodore Roosevelt and 
Japan (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1966),
pp. 141, 248.

68. New' York Times , . February 2 , 1907 , 2:5.
69. Ibid., July 8, 1907, 2:2.
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protecting American interests„ It is possible that hef like 
Roosevelt, put more into his argument than the facts war
ranted, simply because he believed that the goal was so 
vital to the welfare of the country.

Roosevelt, moreover, encouraged Hobson in his belief 
that Japan was preparing for war with the United States.
In June, 19 08, the Chief of Staff, General J. Franklin Bell, 
ordered confidential reports sent to Hobson. These reports 
contained eyewitness accounts of suspicious Japanese acti
vities in Hawaii, Mexico, China, and along the West Coast 
of the United States. General W. W. Wotherspoon, of the 
General Staff, sent the documents to Hobson with a letter- 
informing him that he was "at perfect liberty to use the 
information contained therein for any purpose you may see 
fit." Wotherspoon assured him of the reliability of the 
officers who made the reports, but warned him that he must 
not reveal the source of his information."^ Perhaps Roose
velt was simply trying to make his role as peacemaker appear 
even more dramatic by exaggerating the threat of war just 
at the time when he may have felt assured of Japan’s peace
ful intentions. There is, however, some evidence to show 
that war was actually imminent at that particular time.

70. W. W. Wotherspoon to Hobson, June 19, 1908, 
Hobson Papers.
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Franklin D. Roosevelt, in an article in 1923, asserted that 
"during ten nervous days in the early summer of 1908, the 
United States hovered on the edge of an ultimatum from 
J a p a n . "^l Yet it is generally accepted that American 
relations with Japan were improving during the summer of 
19 0 8.72 Unfortunately, Franklin Roosevelt did not document 
his assertion.

Meanwhile, Hobson had gone to the West Coast soon 
after the House had passed the naval appropriation bill.
The fleet had just arrived there on its famous journey from 
the East Coast, and it was rumored that Hobson's trip was 
part of a last-minute scheme by Roosevelt to get four 
battleships written into the appropriation bill, which was

7 othen being debated in the Senate. But Hobson played no 
tricks, and spoke instead of working toward obtaining pro
vision for four battleships in the next year's appropri
ation. He also began a campaign to keep the fleet in the 
the Pacific. While the fleet was at anchor in San Francisco 
Harbor, Secretary of the Navy Victor Metcalf was feted in

■ 71. Franklin D. Roosevelt, "Shall We Trust Japan?" 
Asia, XXIII (July, 1923), 475.

72. Bailey, Theodore Roosevelt, pp. 275-281; Neu,
An Uncertain Friendship, p. 254; Esthus, Theodore Roosevelt, 
pp. 246-248. " .

73. New York Sun, undated (April 22, 1908?) clip
ping in Hobson Papers.



162
San Francisco and presented with a petition asking for the

7 &retention of the fleet on the West Coast.
The 19 0 8 Democratic National Convention was rapidly 

approaching„ At that convention Hobson made a famous speech 
which cost him the friendship and support of President 
Roosevelt. By that time Hobson was not being seriously 
considered as a vice-presidential candidate because of his 
luke-warm attitude toward Bryan. He hoped to persuade the 
Democrats to adopt a large-navy plank for their platform.
His path to this goal was made difficult by the fact that 
he did not support the man who eventually won the presiden
tial nomination t William Jennings Bryan. Several months 
before the convention, Hobson had gone on record as favoring 
Minnesota Governor John A. Johnson, the only other con
tender. He opposed Bryan because he felt that the two-time 
loser did not have any better,chance of election in 1908 
than he had had in 1896 or 1900. He also differed with 
Bryan over the question of national defense. To impress his 
program on the convention, Hobson had sent a form letter, 
which discussed naval preparedness and urged the adoption

74. Spokane Spokesman-Review, April 27, 190 8, p. 1, 
clipping in Hobson Papers; Portland Morning Oregonian, May 
4, 1908, p. 8, clipping in Hobson Papers; San Francisco 
Examiner, May 7, 190 8, p. 8, clipping in Hobson Papers.
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of a large-navy plankp to every delegate a few weeks before' 
the convention met„^5

The convention opened in Denver on July 7, 190 8.
In the keynote speech. Temporary Chairman Theodore Bell of
California pointedly . mentioned the "yellow peril" and the 
need for a big navy, thus indicating an acceptance of Hob
son's plank. Hobson arrived there by train that afternoon. 
After settling down, he went to the Committee on Resolu-. 
tions, and for thirty-five minutes he spelled out his view 
of the Japanese menace and the need for a two-ocean navy.
He referred to the San Francisco school incident as one
of the most humiliating ever endured by Anglo-Saxons. He 
cited a statement by the Canadian Premier, Sir Wilfried 
Laurier, that if Japan went to war with the United States, 
Great Britain would join Japan and use Canada as a base of 
operations. Generally, Hobson's remarks were well-received, 
but there were those who believed in the•great capability 
of America to prepare for war in a short time if the need 
should actually a r i s e . H o b s o n  was encouraged by the 
response of the committee, and went away convinced that

75. Birmingham Ledger, undated (April 22, 1908?) 
clipping in Hobson Papers; Livingston (Ala.) Our Southern 
Home, April 22, .190 8, clipping in Hobson Papers; Hobson 
to W„ J. Bryan, June 22 , 1908, Hobson Papers.

76. Hobson to Mrs. Hobson, undated ("Tuesday”
[July 7, 1908], postmarked July 8, 1908), Hobson Papers;
New York Times, July 8, 190 8, 2:5.
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"the chances are good that something will be d o n e , Q e
then sought to make arrangements to speak to the convention

7 8the following day.
Such arrangements had apparently, already been made. 

Earlier that day the Denver Rocky Mountain News had reported 
that Hobson would speak on the second day of the convention 
on the need for a larger navy. The report added that the 
Democrats were sharply divided on that issue, and correctly 
predicted that its introduction into the proceedings might 
precipitate "hot shot and broadsides enough to delight any 
lover of a fight on sea or land."79 On the following dayF 
Senator Thomas P. Gore of Oklahoma was scheduled to speak 
first, and Hobson was to follow him. However, when Gore, 
during his speech, mentioned Bryan's name, a demonstration 
began which continued for an hour and a half.Throughout 
the demonstration everyone on the platform, except Hobson, 
stood up. Despite some urgings from the crowd to stand up 
and join the shouting, Hobson remained seated the entire 
time. He later surmised that many of those in the crowd

77. Hobson to Mrs. Hobson, undated ("Tuesday"
[July 7, 190 8] , postmarked July 8, 1908). , Hobson Papers.

78. Ibid.
79. Denver Rocky Mountain News, July 7, 190 8, p. 2.
80. Hobson to Mrs. Hobson, July 9, 190 8, Hobson 

Papers; Paolo Coletta, William Jennings Bryan,' Political 
Evangelist,' 1860-1908 (Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 1964), p. 407.
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who had a view of him concluded that he was deliberately 
showing disrespect to Bryan. That was not Hobson's inten
tion , but he did not realize at the time the effect he was 
creating. The session was finally adjourned when order 
could not be restored. Hobson was then rescheduled to speak 
first at the evening session. But that evening when Chair
man Bell tried to bring the convention to order he was met 
with chaos and indifference. There was no stirring musical 
introduction for Hobson's speech as there had been at the 
1904 convention. Instead., several mailmen were circulating 
among the disorderly delegates handing out letters from 
home. When M. T. Ormond of Florida rose and moved that the 
freshman Congressman from Alabama be allowed permission to 
address the convention, he was greeted with many loud cries 
of "noI" The Chairman then put the motion to a voice vote. 
Among the shouted "ayes" and "noes" could, also be heard 
demands for. committee reports and other business. Hobson's 
seeming show of disrespect toward Bryan that morning was

p iapparently being repaid in kind. "
. Chairman Bell then announced that his "very sensi

tive ear" told him that the vote was a tie. "It is the 
privilege of the Chair," he went on, "to cast the deciding

81. Hobson to. Mrs. Hobson, July 9, 190 8, Hobson 
Papers; New York Times, July 9, 1908, 2:3.

82. ’ New York Times, July 9, 1908, 2:3.
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vote. I cast it in the affirmative, and Congressman Hobson 
is invited to address the convention."^ At least one 
newspaper report asserted that Bell allowed. Hobson to speak 
under orders from B r y a n . U n d e r  these humiliating circum
stances Hobson announced that he would not have accepted 
the invitation to speak if he had not an important message 
to deliver. He then went on to make 'essentially the same 
speech he had made the previous day to the Committee on 
Resolutions, and to'urge the adoption of a large-navy plank. 
The delegates were in no temper to listen to his earnest 
description of Japanese war preparations f and occasionally 
jeered him. They became more disorderly as the speech 
progressed. For many of them, the Japanese war scare had 
reached its height a year before, and had subsided consi
derably since then. When Hobson said that Japan was pre
paring for war and America must be ready for it, he was • 
answered with laughter. When he sternly predicted that 
the next Administration would be faced with a war, he was 
again jeered.^ When he finally pleaded earnestly, "my 
countrymen, my message is nearly through," someone shouted

" 83. Ibid.
84. Los' Angeles Examiner, July 9, 19 08, clipping 

in Hobson Papers.
85. Hobson to Mrs. Hobson, July 9, 190 8, Hobson 

Papers;' New' York Times, July 9, 1908, 2:3.



167
"Amen,." and laughter swept through the hall, ̂  In" desper
ation, he grasped at a straw, and shouted, "not so very 
long ago "the President of the United States said in my 
presence, .‘there exists the greatest possibility of a war

07with Japan.r This remark apparently exhausted the last
remnant of patience of his hearers „• There were shouts of 
"Come off," "You’re crazy," and there were insistent demands 
that he sit down.. For five minutes he stood silently while 
the tumult continued. Perhaps,he was remembering his 

. courage under fire on the Me'rrimac only ten years earlier. 
The chairman tried to restore order, and even threatened to 
clear the galleries. Finally, Hobson was able to conclude

P oquickly, and to leave the platform with dignity.
• The reaction in the press to Hobson's speech was ■ 

sharply divided. The Southern journalist and orator, John 
Temple Graves, praised Hobson's courage and asserted that 
the terrible insult to him. would cost the party 50,000 
votes . ̂  After Roosevelt had denied the "statement attri
buted to him by Hobson regarding the likelihood of war with 
Japan, the pacifist Independent wrote contemptuously that

86. ' New' York Times, July 9, 1908,. 2:3.
87. Ibid.
88. Ibid.
89. LO's' Angeles Examiner , July 10 , 1908, clipping 

in Hobson Papers.
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Hobson was "a public nuisance and a national disgrace,"
and that he was "rabid, foaming and frothing,® Obscured
by the sensationalism of the press was the fact that Hobson
had succeeded in securing a platform plank on the navy„
In 1904 the Democratic platform had made no mention of the 

91navy. The 190 8 platform, on the other hand, contained
the following declaration:

The constitutional provision that a navy shall be 
provided and maintained means an adequate navy, and 
we believe that the interests of this.country would 
be best served by having a navy sufficient to 
defend the coasts of this country and protect 
American citizens wherever their rights may be in 
jeopardy, 2

Although not explicitly a call for the largest navy in the 
world, the plank was nonetheless a victory for Hobson, It 
left a great deal of room for interpretation, and could 
accommodate, in practice, an interpretation such as Hobson's 
calling for the largest navy in the world„ It was a strong
er plank than those adopted by the Republican Party in 1904 
and 190 8,  ̂2

The morning following his speech, Hobson left Denver 
by train, and wrote to his wife that he had come to the

90. "Public Nuisance," Independent, LXV (July 16, 
1908), 161, 162.

91. Kirk H . Porter and Donald Bruce Johnson, 
National Party Platforms', 1840-1960 (2nd ed. Urbana:
University of Illinois Press, 1961)., pp. 130-135.

92. Ibid., p. 148.
93. Ibid., pp. 139, 160-161.
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conclusion that his earlier unintentional disrespect toward 
Bryan had been the cause of his unpopularity during his 
speech„ He said that most of the disturbance had come from 
the left side, the side which had seen him sitting through 
the Bryan demonstration of the previous morning. He wrote 
that he had decided the situation was desperate, requiring 
him to "state the cold facts, regardless of personal conse
quences." He continued:

- This decision led to my making a remark in the course 
of my speech which from all sides' but the good of 
the country would appear indiscreet, my quoting what 
the President said to Jim Watson about the "greatest 
probability of trouble with Japan." I should not 
be at all surprised.to hear of the President's deny
ing it, and he will probably be very angry. . . .
But . . . anything is warranted to awaken the people
to our danger.9 4

Roosevelt was indeed angry. He issued a statement 
to the press which expressed his belief that Hobson must 
have been misquoted.^ The New York Times commented that 
it was unprecedented for Roosevelt to make a denial with a 
charge of a misquotation. He usually was more insulting.
The Times added that the President had a habit of speaking 
freely, and that Hobson had probably quoted him correctly, 
but that it would be unwise for Roosevelt to admit it.^

94. Hobson to Mrs. Hobson, July 9, 1908, Hobson 
Papers. •

95. Unidentified clipping, undated (July 10, 1908?), 
in Hobson Papers.

96. New York Times, July 11, 190 8, 6:4.
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The President's polite denial was undoubtedly designed to 
allow Hobson a way of backing down gracefully. He also 
wrote to Hobson repeating his public denial, and warning 
him that

I know you realize that if I found that you tried 
to quote in public our private conversations, it 
would mean that I could hold no private conversa
tions with you whatever. The obligation of not 
quoting private conversations between gentlemen is 
ten-fold stronger when -they occupy official posi
tions, and when one of them is P r e s i d e n t . ^7

Hobson refused to take .Roosevelt's hint to retract. 
He apparently assumed that the public would weigh his state
ment against the President's denialf and then conclude, as 
had the New York’ Times, that Roosevelt simply did not want 
the truth made public. Replying to Roosevelt by letter, 
Hobson explained that he had used the quote only as a 
desperate measure to awaken the public to its danger. He 
stated he had expected that the President would officially 
deny the statement, but that he was surprised to receive 
a private denial. He therefore reminded Roosevelt that it 
was during the congressional fight over the naval appropri
ation bill for four battleships that the President had re
vealed his fears to Congressman James E. Watson of Indiana, 
an opponent of a large navy. Hobson had been present at the 
time, and had heard the conversation. He concluded his

97. Roosevelt to Hobson, July 9, 1908, Roosevelt
Papers.
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letter with some recommendations for enlarging the navy.
The.tone of the letter was friendly. Hobson, apparently 
believed that Roosevelt still wanted to remain friends with 
him, and that the President would seek a way of reassuring 
him privately.

Roosevelt instead terminated the friendship by in
forming Hobson that he would never again have a private 
conversation with him. He assured Hobson that he remembered 
the conversation with Watson:

So far from saying that there was the greatest 
probability of trouble with 'Japan,"- I told you 
explicitly, in answer to your statement that you 
were certain we would have war with Japan, that 
I did not think so, and that one reason I wisht 
[sic] a big navy was because it would avert the 
probability of war with any power, whereas if we 
had an insufficient navy we-should at any. time be 
apt to have trouble with any power with which we 
might at any moment be e m b r o i l e d . 99

He went on to say that "when a man is guilty of such a
breach of honorable confidence, he can not expect to be
trusted to repeat accurately what he has h e a r d . "190
added that Hobson's suggestion of a private repudiation
of the public denial was "an extraordinary proposition"

98. Hobson to Roosevelt, July 21, 1908, Roosevelt
Papers.

99. Roosevelt to Hobson, July 24, 190 8, Roosevelt
Papers.

100. Ibid.
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which required no comment

Hobson wrote back angrily, addressing his letter not
to "the President," but to "Theodore Roosevelt, Esq." He
stated that Roosevelt's statement to Watson had made such
a deep impression on him that he had committed it to memory,
and there could be little question as to its accuracy. He
felt that Roosevelt's letter charged him with "dishonor and

102a false nature." He defended himself by pointing out
that

you proceed to say that I expected you to tell an 
"untruth" in public, when you must know perfectly 
well that I expected nothing of the kind unless 
you look upon yourself and all heads of governments 
as constantly telling untruths in public in official 
denials, as for example when you denied [in July,.
1907] that the fleet would go to the Pacific. You 
have no warrant for bringing in this ugly word, 
and absolutely no justification in intimating that 
I would approve any man's telling an u n t r u t h . - ‘- 0 3

He criticized Roosevelt's logic by pointing out that "if
you said only what you say you said, you said nothing more
than what you have repeatedly said in substance in public,
and in such case, of course, there could have been no
confidence of any kind involved, and consequently no breach
of confidence. "-*-04 Ever the democrat, he questioned the

101. Ibid.
102. Hobson to Roosevelt, August 1, 190 8, Roosevelt 

Papers. .
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President's patriotism with the remark that "the nearest 
thing to treason I can conceive of is for an American 
citizen with knowledge of our danger to withhold that know
ledge from the people« ' ' He went on to accuse the Pre
sident of "evasionf" and concluded with this scathing 
statements

I agree with you in your conclusion, that our 
personal relations must end; not however, because 
I wish to "protect myself" but simply because I 
cannot possibly help having for you feelings of 
unutterable scorn and loathing, akin, no doubt,

. to the feelings General Grant must have had when 
he said, "I hate a liar, and I hate a cowardo"^"

In a letter a week later, Hobson "withdrew" this sentence, 
along with three other of his most cutting i n s u l t s . B u t  
a few insults, as well as the main import of the letter, 
remained unchanged. Instead of answering this insulting 
letter with one of his own, Roosevelt wrote to his friend 
Elihu Root, the Secretary of State, calling Hobson a "black
guard" and a "cad."^^^ Roosevelt's friendship with Hobson 
had ended in a political quarrel, just as the President's 
close friendships with William Howard Taft and Elihu Root 
were soon to end in a similar manner.

105. 'Ibid.
106. Ibid.
107. Hobson to Roosevelt, August 9, 1908, Roosevelt

Papers.
108. Roosevelt to Root, August 8, 1908, Roosevelt 
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Hobson later stated that Roosevelt's remark to

Watson was substantiated several years later by Watson
109himself in a private conversation with Hobson, Just

before his death? Roosevelt invited Hobson to Oyster Bay,
and although he wanted to go, Hobson was unable to, and did
not have another opportunity, In 19 27 he had a "delightful"

110visit with Roosevelt's widow in Oyster Bay.
The break with Roosevelt apparently did not hurt 

Hobson politically. Their alliance on the naval appropri
ation bill was always a bit uncomfortable because they 
belonged to opposing parties. Moreover, Roosevelt, as 
President, had only a few more months left in office, and 
his official influence had been seriously deteriorating.
If Hobson lost anything by the break, it was the friendship 
of^a fellow Spanish-American War hero, a friend with whom 
he had found much in common.

Two weeks after Hobson's famous speech at the Demo
cratic National Convention, Roosevelt gave an address before 
the Naval War College which seemed to substantiate most of 
Hobson's warnings of war. It also seemed to indicate that 
Hobson had quoted the President correctly regarding the 
possibility of war with Japan. . Among other things,

109. Hobson, note attached to correspondence with 
Roosevelt, August 7, 1928, Hobson Papers.

110. Ibid.
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Roosevelt stated that

the real chance for war for this nation, comes only 
if we combine a policy which disregards the inter
ests or feelings of others with a policy of help
lessness to hold our own if our right to do as we 
wish is challenged.

The President went on to say that as American prosperity
continued to grpx-v, it would be increasingly necessary to
regulate immigration. "Now it is our undoubted right,"
he asserted, "to say what people, what persons, shall come

112to this country to live, to work, to become citizens."
To avoid intimidation, he added, America would need military 
power adequate to meet foreign challenges. "It is absolute
ly necessary," he continued, "that if we claim for ourselves 
the right to choose who shall come here, we shall be in 
trim to uphold that right if any power challenges it. "H3 
The Washington Post inferred from the speech that there had 
indeed been a threat from Japan amounting to an ultimatum 
over the San Francisco school segregation i s s u e . T h e  
Army and Navy Register expressed its disappointment that 
the speech "somehow sustains Mr. Hobson's political

111. 'Washington Post, July 23, 1908,. p. 1.
112. Ibid.
113. Ibid.
114. Ibid. , July 24,. 1908, p. 6.
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hysteria»" Most newspapers were critical of the belli
gerence of the President Vs'• address „ But the speech
substantiated Hobson’s contention that the threat of war 
with Japan was more serious than the public knew at the 
time.

A detente, however, was in the making. After the
. American fleet had reached the Pacific, Roosevelt announced,
on March 13, 1908, that the fleet would continue around
the world. The Japanese government, apparently seeking to
put an end to the rumors of war, invited the fleet to stop

117in Japan. Roosevelt immediately accepted. In May, a
treaty was, signed by the two powers by which they agreed to
submit to arbitration differences of interpretation over

118existing treaties." On July 7, 190 8, the fleet, after 
refitting, left San Francisco for the Far East. After 
receiving enthusiatic welcomes in New Zealand and Australia, 
the fleet arrived at Yokohama, Japan, in mid-October.
Despite fears of possible incidents, the visit went well,

115. "War Talk," Army and Navy Register, XLIV 
(August 15, 190 8), 12.

116. ' Literary Digest, XXXVII (August 1, 190 8),
137-139.

117. Bailey, Theodore Roosevelt, pp. 274-275.
118. International Conciliation Association, 
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and after a week of festivities the fleet left for 

119Manila. The following day, October 26, 1908, the Japa
nese government proposed an agreement guaranteeing the 
status quo in the Pacific and.the Open Door in China. On
November 30, 190 8, an exchange of such notes, the Root-

170Takahira Agreement, was consummated. The publicity of
the triumphal world cruise, and the Root-Takahira Agreement, 
finally put to rest, except for occasional brief flare-ups,

1 O 1most of the fear of war with;Japan.
Hobson was soon engaged in a campaign to keep the 

fleet in the Pacific. He was at first advised by Hayne 
Davis to make it a private matter between himself and the 
President, because, as Davis insisted, the President would 
only precipitate war by admitting its imminence. Conducting 
a public campaign, Davis warned, would only make it more

1 p Odifficult for the President to do as Hobson wanted. But
Hobson, as he had already made clear to Roosevelt, believed
that the wisest course was to publicize the Japanese danger 
so as to awaken the people. Besides, Hobson may have

119. Bailey, Theodore Roosevelt, pp. 281-290.
120. Thomas A. Bailey, "The Root-Takahira Agreement 

of 1908," Pacific Historical Review, IX (March, 19 40),
21-35.

121. Bailey, Theodore Rooseve1t, pp. 29 2-29 3.
122. Hayne Davis to Hobson, November 16, 1908, 
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reasoned, Roosevelt himself had done his part in educating 
the public to the danger, as, for example,' in his address 
before the Naval War College in July = Hobson finally de
cided to ignore Davis's advice, and sent a 4000--word letter 
to the President describing the current international situa
tion and the importance of keeping the fleet in the Pacific/ 
At the same time, he had the letter printed as a sixteen- 
page pamphlet, then sent it to Cabinet members. Congressmen, 
and newspaper editors all over the country, with a cover

1 p 3letter requesting their help. This campaign met with
very little success aside from some newspaper publicity.
Most of those who took the trouble to answer the letter did
so simply to acknowledge receipt of the letter, or, in a few

124cases, to express their disagreement. Roosevelt himself
did not reply, but his secretary wrote to say that the let
ter would be "laid before t h e  P r e s i d e n t . "^^5

123. Copies of form letters from Hobson addressed 
to editors. Cabinet members, and Congressmen, November 21, 
1908, Hobson Papers; Akron Be a c on J ourna1, November 23, 
1908, p. 1, clipping in Hobson Papers; "R. P. Hobson, 
Alarmist," Army and Navy Register, XLIV (December 5, 190 8), 
12.
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Hobson Papers; Victor H. Metcalf to Hobson, November 25, 
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179
Such discouraging setbacks only spurred Hobson to 

increase his efforts during the following years 0 As his 
frustration mounted,, he occasionally threw caution to the 
winds. For example^ on February 20, 1911, while debating 
the annual naval appropriation bill, he predicted that the 
United States would be at war with Japan within twenty 
m o n t h s . 1 ^ 6  ge had by that time become so disillusioned 
with Congressional indifference to national defense, that 
he felt impelled to say that war was "a physical certain
ty o "127 ^ great two-ocean navy was essential, he asserted,
to maintain peace, and Congress had repeatedly failed to 
authorize such a navy. Such a policy only invited aggres
sion. The Japanese would probably attack, he believed, 
before the Panama Canal was completed.” "But whether you 
accept my opinion or not," he continued,

whether we agree as to the date, that time is going 
to come o This nation is not going to prepare, and 
the day is going to come when it will be struck by
a nation that is p r e p a r e d . 1^9

Hobson's prognosis was correct, although his timetable, as 
he indicated it might be, was badly off the mark. The 
twenty-month period ended in October, 1912, and the pacifist

126. U. S., Congressional Record, 61st Cong., 3rd 
Sess., 1911, XLVI, Pt. 3, 2990.

127. Ibid. , 29 89.
128. Ibid., 29 89-2990.
129. ■ Ibid., 2990.
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Independent thought Hobson should be held strictly account-

130able for the failure of his prediction„ In a bitter
article which concluded that Hobson was "a national nui
sance," a barbaric penalty was suggested;

Even so Wali Dad "carried the curse of unstanched 
speech" to the Red Chief Gholum Hyder, and cried,
"The Russ is upon us!" And the Red Chief put him 

• up a peach tree with a score of bayonets under it 
to watch till the Russians came, or to fall on the 
bayonets1 points. It would not be courteous for 
Congressmen to point Hobson to a Washington peach 
tree.131

Hobson was probably alarmed at rumors of a Japanese alliance 
with Mexico which were circulating at that time. In Decem
ber, 1910, a Japanese training fleet had visited Mexico,.and 
was cordially received there. A Japanese newspaper reported 
that besides the possibility of an alliance, Japan would
be granted a naval base at Magdalena Bay in Baja Califor- 

132nia. Hobson did not refer.to these developments, appar
ently because they were largely unsubstantiated, when he 
made his prediction of war. As it turned out, an alliance 
was never made, and the fear of war once again receded. The 
threat had been sufficiently serious, however, to cause the 
United States Senate to reply with the Lodge Corollary to

130. "Cassandra and Hobson," Independent, LXXIV 
(January 9, 1913), 77-78.•

131. Ibid., 78.
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the Monroe Doctrine 1 This, corollary was in the form of a 
Senate Resolution which asserted the government's "grave 
concern" over the establishment of any naval or military 
base in such a location as to pose a threat to the United

T O  QStates o ~ But the general tenor of the times made it 
extremely difficult for Hobson to persuade people that 
war was imminent0 In the United States during the several 
years preceding the First World War, Mark Sullivan observed 
that "opposition to war, certainty that war would never be, 
was a characteristic of the time."134

During his remaining years in Congress, to 1915, 
Hobson continued his fight for a large navy, but without 
great success. Two battleships per year were authorized 
in 1909, 1910, and 1911. This amount was then reduced to 
one per year in 1912 and 1913. The war in Europe spurred 
Congress to authorize three in 1914 and two more in 1915.
The amount of the funds appropriated climbed gradually from 
$122,666,133.27 in 19 0 8 to $149,763,563.45 in 1915. It was. 
not. until shortly after Hobson left Congress, that the. cause 
of preparedness was finally adopted by the Wilson Admini
stration and by Congress. In 1916 Congress appropriated 
$312,888,060.25 for the navy, more than double the

133. ' Ibid., 354-359.'
134. Mark Sullivan, Our Times': ' The United States, 

19 00-1925 (6 vols. New York: CharTes Scribners Sons,
1927-1935), IV, 13 8.
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appropriation of the previous year, and authorized the 
construction of ten large battleships as well as numerous 
other crafto-*-35 The United States was finally beginning 
to build a huge navy on a scale that Hobson had been urging 
for more than ten years„

During Hobson's eight years in Congress he sought 
ways of helping the navy other than by simply enlarging it» 
His major contribution in this respect was his work in help
ing establish the office of Chief of Naval Operations„ In 
late 1914 and early 1915, Hobson worked closely with Admiral 
Bradley A. Fiske to obtain authorization for a Bureau of , 
Naval Operations which would be comparable to a general 
staff such as the army had„ Hobson and Fiske prepared a 
bill, and. Hobson had it incorporated into the annual naval 
appropriation bill. But it was removed before passage, as 
Hobson had anticipated, in the House. The Senate reinstated 
the measure, but weakened it and deleted its provision for 
fifteen assistants. It was then passed, and an office of 
Chief of Naval Operations was established. A year later, 
provision was made for fifteen assistants»-*-36

135. U. S., Congress,. Senate,' Navy Yearbook (1919) , 
pp. 679, 74-3-747.

136. ' New York Times, January 31, 1915, Sec. II, 
12:1; Bradley A. F i s k e From, Midshipman to Rear-Admiral 
(New York: The Century Co.;, 1919) , pp. 561-571; Sprout,
Rise' of Ameri'can Naval Power, pp. 315, 340.
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Another cause for which Hobson worked for several 

years was the establishment of a Council of National 
Defense, He first introduced a bill for this purpose in 
December, 1910, This council would be comprised of the 
President, the Secretaries of State, War, and the Navy, 
the chairmen of the House and Senate committees on appro
priations , foreign relations, military affairs, and naval 
affairs, the Army Chief of Staff and a comparable naval 
officer, and the presidents of the Army and Naval War 
Colleges, The bill met repeated defeat, apparently as a 
result of the strong pacifist feeling of the time. Yet in 
1912 Hobson secured a place for it in the Democratic plat-

1 '? 7form. In late 1912 and early 1913, Hobson was pressing
13 8his plan on the Democratic President-elect. ° But Woodrow 

Wilson did not share Hobson's views on preparedness, and 
Hobson finally criticized the Administration publicly for

137. U. S., Congressional Record, 61st Cong., 3rd 
Sess., 1910, XLVI, Pt. 1, 323, Pt. 2, 1966, 62nd Cong.,
1st Sess., 1911, XLVII,. Pt. 1, 27, 62nd Cong., 3rd Sess., 
1913, XLIX, Pt. 2, 1811, Pt. 4, 3294, 63rd Cong., 1st Sess., 
1913, L, Pt. 1, 89; U. S., Congress, House, Committee on 
Naval Affairs, To Establish a Council of National Defense, 
62nd Cong., 2nd Sess., 1912, Report No. 584 to accompany
H. R. 1309 (submitted by Mr. Hobson); Porter and Johnson, . 
National Party' Platforms, p. 170. -

138. Hobson to Edward M. House, December 27, 1912, 
Hobson Papers; Woodrow Wilson to Hobson, January 30, 1913, 
Hobson Papers.
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inaction„ The President and the Secretary of State, 
Hobson asserted in 1915, were the country’s "greatest ob
stacles" to securing an adequate program of national
d e f e n s e . A  Council of National Defense, like the big

141navy., was finally authorized in 1916.
The continuation of the war in Europe, and the 

increasing sentiment in America for military preparedness, 
went a long way in. vindicating Hobson and his. various pro
grams for national defense. His increased prestige at this 
time was offset, however, by his defeat for the Senate in 
1914, and his consequent departure from Congress. He none
theless remained a very active gadfly who continued to offer 
advice to the government by letter and in the newspaper's..
In December, 1914, he was one of the few who rightly guessed 

. the motive for the puzzling German naval bombardment of 
some British, coastal towns. The Germans, he speculated, 
were apparently trying to persuade the British fleet to stay 

. close to Britain and act as a coastal defense force, thus 
permitting the German fleet to have their way everywhere

139. " New' York Times, January 30 , 1915, 1:1; New 
; York Evening Journal, May 15, 1915, p. 16, clipping in
Hobson Papers.

140. New' York; Evening Journal, May 15, 1915, p.
16, clipping in Hobson Papers.

141. William Franklin Willoughby, Government
Org'an'iz'ation in War Time' and' After . (New. York: D . Appleton
and Co., 1919), pp. 10-11.
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else „ Others were incorrectly guessing that the German 
raids were simply part of a continuing effort to terrorize 
the civilian population of their e n e m i e s .

Hobson was also hoping to help end the war by en
couraging negotiation. In September, 1914, he introduced 
in - Congress two resolutions proposing that a peace confer
ence be convened in San Francisco. In January, 1915, he 
introduced a resolution calling for the establishment of a 
peace commission. All of these resolutions died in com™ 
mittee.^^^ on May 5, 1915, an article by Hobson on the war 
filled the entire editorial page of the New York Evening 
Journal. In this article Hobson, no longer a member of Con
gress, charged that lack of naval preparedness was making 
the United States dependent on Great Britain and her allies, 
Who controlled the sea. He accused Secretary of State Bryan 
of giving military aid to Britain, but not to Germany, be
cause of British naval superiority. Because the American 
government had not built an adequate navy, he asserted, its
foreign policy was now largely in the hands of the British

. 144government.

142. New York Times, December 17, 1914, 2:6.
143. Ibid., January 12, 1915, 7:5; U. S., Congres

sional Record, 63rd Cong., 2nd Sess., 1914, LI, Pt. 15, 
14889, 14958, 63rd Cong., 3rd Sess., 1915, LII, Pt. 2, 1379.

144. ' New York Evening Journal, May. 5, 1915, p.
16, clipping in Hobson Papers.
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Two days after this article appeared, the Lusitania

was sunk, taking 119 8 persons, including 128 Americans, to
their death. President Wilson's firm note of May 13, 1915,
to Germany, aroused widespread fears in the United States
that the note rendered war with Germany inevitable» Hobson
shared this fear, and as a result he took a vigorous, if
not overbearing, position in the controversy which fol- 

145lowed. In a series of four telegrams in four days to the
President, Hobson urged that the warning to Germany be bal
anced by a request to Britain to revoke its orders instruc
ting merchant vessels to ram submarines. He also
suggested that Britain be requested to end the "illegal and 
inhumane" blockade which was responsible for the "starvation 
of civilian populations of enemy . countries „ " The German
government, Hobson pointed out, had repeatedly offered to 
leave British merchant vessels alone if the blockade were 
lifted. He requested further that American differences 
with Germany be laid before the United States Supreme Court. 
In order to show Germany that the United States was trying

145. Chicago Examiner, June 8, 1915, clipping in 
Hobson Papers.

146. Hobson to Woodrow Wilson (telegrams), May 12 
1915, May 13, 1915, May 13, 1915 (again). May 15, 1915, 
Hobson Papers.

147. Hobson to Woodrow Wilson (telegram), May 13,
1915, Hobson Papers.

148. Ibid.
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to be fair, he asked that his four telegrams to Wilson be 
turned over, to the German Embassy. Wilson's answers,
through his secretary, Joseph Tumulty, were uniformly cour
teous and noncommittal.'^®. Hobson thought the situation was 
so serious, and believed the Germans had been treated so 
unfairly, that he took it upon himself to assure the Germans 
that.their position would yet be vindicated if only they 
would allow American public opinion time to. cool. In a 
letter to the German Ambassador, Hobson enclosed copies of 
his telegrams to Wilson, and pointed out that American 
public opinion had been misled by British propaganda. He 
suggested to the ambassador that his government should take 
its time in replying to Wilson's note, and that it should 
then request that the question be brought before an American 
Naval court of inquiry. Such an inquiry, Hobson believed, 
would finally bring the German side of the war before the 
American p e o p l e . ^^1 ĵ t the end of May, Hobson sent another 
lengthy telegram to the President, pleading that the differ
ences' with Germany should be brought before a court of 
inquiry to expose the truth and to prevent precipitate

149. Hobson to Woodrow Wilson (telegram). May 15, 
1915, Hobson Papers.

150. J. P. Tumulty to Hobson, May 14, 1915, May 
20, 1915, May 26, 1915, Hobson Papers.

151. Hobson to the German Ambassador, May 17, 1915., 
Hobson Paper's.
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action. He expressed his fear that Britain sought to engage 
the United States in the war against Germany, and that 
America would-have to bear a major burden of the war which,, 
judging from the American Civil Wart would be both long and 
costly. In this telegram/ Hobson found a new definition for 
the term "manifest destiny": by entering such a war, he
cautioned, the United States "would throw away [its] mani
fest destiny as a non-military nation, the common friend of 
all nations, the peacemaker of the world. "152 jje concluded 
that if Wilson insisted on pressing his new demands on 
Germany without making a "regular investigation by judicial
procedure," the result would be war by Wilson’s "own choice 

153and seeking." ' To this appeal Tumulty replied only that
the President has received your telegram of May 
31st, and has read it with the most serious inter
est. He asks me to say to you that he warmly - --
appreciates the spirit in which it was. sent.154

Hobson had characteristically conducted his dialogue
with the President openly, by having his telegrams published
in the newspapers. As the result of this publicity, he
received a great many complimentary letters from around the

152. Hobson to Woodrow Wilson (telegram), May 31 
1915, Hobson Papers. .

153. Ibid.
154. J. P. Tumulty to Hobson, June 2, 1915, Hobson

Papers.
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country« Many of the senders had German n a m e s . ^ ^ 5  B u t  

advice to Wilson went unheeded. When Secretary of State 
Bryan resigned his position over Wilson’s intransigence, 
toward Germany, Hobson immediately endorsed the Great 
Commoner's a c t i o n . I t  seems that Hobson’s actions at 
this time were motivated by a desire to keep the United 
States out of the war, rather than by a pro-German bias.
He was not unaware of the threat Germany posed to America. 
When a "naval holiday" had been proposed in 1913 to slow 
the naval race, he had opposed it because he felt it would 
only work to Germany’s advantage:. The 1902 Venezuela inci
dent, he pointed, out, had demonstrated that Germany had to 
be watched.^^7 when the United States finally joined the 
war against Germany, Hobson seemed to accept it without

1 jr ocriticism.- He immediately began a series of newspaper 
articles on America’s participation in the war, and stated 
that the war aims should include the defeat of the German 
government without injury to the German people, the expul
sion of the Kaiser and the establishment of a liberal German 
 V__________

155. Letters in Hobson Papers.
156. Chicago Examiner, June 8, 1915, clipping in 

Hobson Papers.
157. New York Times, December 3, 1913, 3:2.
158. Chicago Examiner, April 8, 1917, clipping in 

Hobson Papers.
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government»  ̂ Ever the patriot, Hobson was ready to offer 
his full support to the Administration once the country was 
at war„

With America's entry into the war, even Hobson's 
standards for naval construction were surpassed. In 190 4, 
when he had first run for Congress, he had spoken of appro
priations beginning at $50,000,000 per year and increasing 
steadily at a rate of $10,000,000 per year. By 1915 the 
annual appropriation, according to this formula, would have 
been $160,000,000. Hobson had been widely ridiculed for 
proposing such huge sums for the navy. Yet the amount 
actually appropriated by the 1915 act was $149,76 3,563.45 = 
Miscellaneous acts for that year brought the total to 
$151,033,908.03. Hobson’s proposal in 1904 was actually 
a fairly accurate prediction of future appropriations.

, But this was true only until 1915, when the annual appro
priations had been increasing at a fairly uniform rate.
Once the Administration adopted a policy of preparedness, 
the appropriations rose at an unbelievable rate. Inx1916 
Congress more than doubled the appropriations with a total 
of $318,212,20 7.77. In 1917 it rose to over one billion 

dollars, and in 1918 to over two billion d o l l a r s . B u t

' 159. Ibid.
160. U. S., Congress, SenateNavy Yearbook (1919) , 

p. 679. ' '
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this was not really a vindication of Hobson's naval pro
gram 0 Hobson wanted a big navy built in peacetime to 
prevent war« He predicted that without a large navy America 
would eventually be drawn into war» And that, he rightly
feared, might make the United States a militaristic 

161nationo’ He tried to prevent this tragedy from happening, 
but, unfortunately for later generations, he failed,,

Hobson's efforts for the cause of national defense 
during his eight years in Congress were met with truly 
formidable opposition» Armin Rappaport's study of the 
futility of the Navy League during these years is a testa
ment to the power of the anti-preparedness sentiment.
In spite of this opposition Hobson did a great deal to 
educate the American public to the dangers of twentieth- 
century warfare. He helped to keep peacetime naval appro
priations as high as apparently possible during the period. 
His theory that a big navy would prevent war was never 
tested because such a navy was not built during his years 
in Congress. Nonetheless, peace for the United States was 
maintained as a result of other circumstances until 1917. 
Germany was concerned primarily with expansion in Europe and 
Africa. Japan was financially unprepared for a large-scale

161. U. S. Cohgressional Record, ,61st Cong. , 2nd 
Sess., 19 09, XLV, Pt. 1, 127.

162. ' The Navy League of the United States (Detroit: 
Wayne State University Press, 1962).
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waro Yet Hobson, correctly saw that the interests of Japan 
and the United States were conflicting in the Pacific, and 
that Japan had only to pick a time in which to launch a 
surprise attack, as was her custom to do0 A large two-ocean 
navy, Hobson believed, would be the most effective deterrent, 
to war. Theodore Roosevelt and others shared this belief. 
Hobson also had a large share in the passage of the bill 
establishing the office of Chief of Naval Operations, which 
did such an effective job in dispatching American troops 
to Europe in 1917 and 1918, and of ending the war there.
He was primarily responsible for the creation of a Council 
of National Defense, without which the prosecution of modern 
warfare would be extremely difficult and cumbersome. He 
did his utmost to keep America, out of the war which broke 
out in Europe in 1914. Above all, he pointed out that peace 
could not be guaranteed by international organizations 
which had no control over, vital interests. He steadfastly 
maintained to the end of his life that peace must be guarded 
and preserved by the threat of force.



CHAPTER 5

THE PROGRESSIVE AS PROHIBITIONIST

The world is appropriating, ■ and giving new and 
radical interpretations to, that, venerable but 
ever sound Anglo-Saxon precept, "The public wel
fare is the highest law." Limited in its applica
tion by so-called vested rights in the land of its 
origin, but made the ultimate norm by which the 
rights of every American institution are tested, 
it is having far-reaching.consequences for the 
race. It frees organized society for adequate ■ 
and summary dealing with any public menace. It 
puts humanity above property, soul above things.
It is the lode star of a social order directed 
by the top part of the human brain, and enables 
organized society to function truly as a living 
organism and muster its powers of health against 
any social ill. It is society.1 s laboriously 
acquired legal anti-toxin for the parasites that 
prey upon.it.^

An organized prohibition movement in the United - 
States began as early as 1826 with the formation of the 
American Society for the Promotion of Temperance. By 1846 
the first state-wide prohibition, measure was passed in 
Maine. When this act proved workable, twelve other states 
followed with statutes of their own during the years 1851 
to 1855. In 1856, however, the New York prohibition law 
was held unconstitutional, and in the following years the 
other states repealed their dry laws. Prohibitionists

1. Hobson, Alcohol and the Human' Race (New York 
and Chicago: Fleming H. Reveil Co., 1919), pp. 136-137.
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continued their fight, however, and in 1880 Kansas initiated
a "second wave" of prohibition by state constitutional
amendment. During the next nine years, five other states
followed this lead = In 1893 the Anti-Saloon League was
formed at Oberlin, Ohio, and under its leadership the
prohibition forces marched on to a series of victories
which culminated in national constitutional prohibition
in 1920, From its beginning, the movement for temperance
was closely associated with evangelical Protestantism, and
the Anti-Saloon League itself was an organization of Protes- 

2tant churches„
Yet it was progressivism, a political reform move

ment, which took up the cause of prohibition and made it 
the law of the land„ The progressives sought to make 
government more representative, more rational, more effi
cient, less influenced by such business interests as the 
liquor industry, and more responsive to the general welfare. 
Alcohol was widely believed to be the cause of much illness, 
crime, corruption, poverty, and vice. These were some of

2. John Allen Krout, The .Origins' of Prohibition 
(New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1925), pp. 84-89, 108, 290-291; 
Andrew Sinclair, Prohibition: The Era of Excess (Boston:
Little, Brown and Co., 1962), p. 38; Peter H. Odegard, 
Pressure Politics:' ' The' 'Story of the An ti - Sal obn League
New York: Octagon Books, Inc., 1966), pp. viii, 1-35;
Henry Lee, How Dry We' Were: Prohibition Revisited (Engle
wood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1963),
pp. x-xi.
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the conditions which many of the progressives sought to 
alleviate through legislation.. On the other hand, some 
progressives, generally those from the large urban areas,

Oopposed prohibition.~ Historian Andrew Sinclair has 
recently suggested that prohibition was the last great 
attempt of rural America to impose its will upon a rapidly . 
growing urban population.̂

Hobson was a prominent leader in the prohibition 
movement for many years. He was 11 the most popular of all 
the writers or speakers on the subject of race degeneracy 
through a l c o h o l . H e  first became involved in the issue 
in 1908 when a prohibition amendment to the Alabama Consti- 

. tutioh came before the state as a referendum. He had been 
taught as a child to avoid alcohol, and had remained abstem
ious as an adult. In his novel Buck Jones at' Annapolis, 
published in 1907, he depicted the ruin of a good sailor, by 
weakness for drink. His political campaign manager, L. 
Breckenridge Musgrove, was an ardent prohibitionist. To a 
man of Hobson's rather refined sensibilities it seemed only 
■ reasonable that the ubiquitous and rowdy saloons represented

3. James H. Timberlake. Prohibition and the Pro- 
gressive Movement,' 1900-1920 (Cambridge; Harvard University 
Press, 19 63), pp. 1-3.

4. Sinclair, Prohibition, pp. 10-22.
5. .Ibid. , p. 48.
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most, if not all, that was debasing and degenerate in 

6society=
In 190 8 Hobson went to the Library of Congress to . 

study the question. When he finished he had assembled a 
formidable array.of scientific arguments against alcohol as 
a beverage. This information formed the basis for his 
campaign for prohibition in the years ahead. He eventually 
published, in 1919, his findings and his views in a 200-page

nbook. He found that alcohol was the waste product of 
ferment germs, and that it seemed to cause degeneracy in 
all organisms. His researches led him to state that there 
were three basic conclusions about alcohol which were "as 
fully established as the law of g r a v i t a t i o n . These were 
"first, alcohol is a protoplasm poison; second, alcohol 
is a narcotic, habit-forming drug; third, alcohol is a 
specific cause of degeneracy."^

He found that the top part of the brain was the 
latest to develop in the process of evolution, and con
trolled the most refined human functions, such as reasoning. 
Yet this part of the brain was also the tenderest part, and

6. Hobson, Alcohol' and the Human' Race, pp. 7-8; 
Hobson,' Buck' Jones , pp. 159-178; Sandlin, "Musgrove, "
Alabama Review, XX (July, 19 67), 206, 210.

7 . Alcohol' and the Human' Race.
8. Ibid., p. 36.
9. Ibid.
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most susceptible to attack and gradual degeneracy from 
alcohol o It seemed clear to Hobsontherefore, that alcohol 
attacked and weakened all the noble and civilizing sensibi
lities of man. The man who drankr then, ■ blighted his life 
and seriously impaired his usefulness to his family and to 
his c o u n t r y . "it is obvious from this," he asserted,
"that no human being can have any natural or inherent right

11to drink liquor."~ Alcohol was therefore a matter of pub
lic welfare', a concern of the government.-^

Moreover, Hobson maintained that alcohol tended to 
halt human evolution. He believed that the physical evolu
tion of man had virtually come to an end, but that a spir
itual evolution continued through development of the top of 

13the brain. Ultimately man would be morally and spiritu
ally perfected. "Nature," he asserted,

is trying to produce a race of God-fearing men, 
living in the spirit of brotherly love, controlled 
and directed by moral and spiritual forces. . Nature 
is trying to produce a world in which moral and 
spiritual forces reign supreme in the hearts of 
men. Interpreted through Scriptures and through 
nature, God’s purpose is the development of the

10. Ibid., pp. 6 7-69.
11. Ibid., p. 69.
12. Ibid., pp. 136-137, 144-145.
13. Ibid., pp. 91-92, 143-144.
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"perfect man" of Christlike attributes in the true 
image of his Maker

But alcohol attacked the sensitive part of the brain, and 
prevented its proper development, thus impeding the normal 
course of evolution = Hobson also found reports of experi
ments showing that alcohol injured reproductive glands and

"I Koften resulted in defective children.
Alcohol's degenerating power was such, Hobson 

asserted, that it was responsible for more premature deaths 
than all other causes combined. Sometimes it could kill 
quickly. He pointed out that five ounces of pure alcohol 
taken internally at one time would be sufficient to kill 
any man within ten hours. Its side effects could also be 
serious. It was the greatest cause of malnutrition, he 
asserted. He pointed out that another evil created by the 
liquor industry was the waste of good food in its production 
and the waste of labor in its distribution. He estimated 
that the decreased efficiency of workers, attributable to 
the consumption of alcohol, resulted in a loss of twenty- 
five per cent in the production of goods in the United 
States. Another point of interest to businessmen was the 
fact that money spent for liquor was diverted from purchas
ing other goods and services. In a more progressive Vein,

14. Ibid., p. 144.
15. Ibid., pp. 9-10.
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Hobson saw the fight against alcohol as a fight against 
another powerful business trust, the liquor interests = He 
maintained that the liquor industry exercised great influ
ence within all political parties, and was responsible for 
the lax liquor laws in the large cities and in the federal 
government. "The liquor traffic is inherently an outlaw," 
he asserted, "and works politically always for lax enforce
ment of law,"^

The effects of drinking, Hobson argued, extended 
even to the welfare of nations. He asserted that the Greek 
and Roman Empires grew to' greatness under general abstention 
or prohibition. On the other hand, he went on, widespread 
drinking led to social instability, and was one of the 
principal causes for the decline and fall of nations and 
civilizations.^ "The simple conclusion," he asserted,
"is that the nations of to-day must become sober or perish 
as have the nations of the p a s t . H e  warned that "the 
human race must become sober or suffer degeneracy and final 
e x t i n c t i o n . He also concluded that alcohol was espe
cially pernicious to the body politic in a democracy where

16. Ibid., pp. 98, 104, 151-154, 166-168.
17. Ibid., p. 16 8.
18. Ibid., pp. 147, 169-170, 188-189.
19. Ibid., p. 36.
20. Ibid.
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individual self-control was necessary for effective self- 
government. He set forth a theory, too, of a sober fron
tier, moving westward ahead of the dissolute cities. He 
even found the final solution to the great problem of world

p *}peace, on which he had been working for so long. "Put an 
end to drink," he advised, "and wars will cease from the
earth."22

Hobson's remedy for the problem created by alcohol 
was twofold: education and prohibition. He reasoned.that
if men only realized the truth about alcohol they would have 
nothing further to do with it. It would be necessary to 
inaugurate an intensive and continuing program of education. 
But because alcohol had already enslaved so many people and 
held such an insidious attraction, the truth alone would not 
suffice to break its hold completely. It would be necessary 
to outlaw alcohol by prohibition. Education would strike at 
the demand for alcohol while prohibition would strike at the 
supply.

In succeeding years, many new experiments on the 
effects of alcohol brought into question some of the find
ings on which Hobson based his argument. Improved controls 
in experiments on heredity disproved earlier reports which

21. Ibid., pp. 179-18.2, 189-190.
22. Ibid., p. 182.
23. Ibid., pp. 197-198, 200.
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showed that the offspring of alcoholic parents were often 
defective„ These new experiments disclosed no relationship 
between drinking and the health of offspring„ " Other ex
periments seemed to indicate that moderate drinking was not 
harmful, and might even be b e n e f i c i a l . ^5 Heavy drinking, 
however, was still found to be damaging to the body in many 
ways, including deterioration of the nerve cells of the 
brain, damage to the liver and nervous system, and premature 
a g i n g . The controversy, however, has not yet ended. 
Recently, scientists from. Columbia University's College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, and from the New York State Psychi
atric Institute, reported that alcohol causes chemical 
changes in the brain similar to those, caused by such drugs 
as opium, morphine, mescaline, and p e y o t e . 27 And at the 
Medical College of South Carolina, Professor Melvin H. 
Knisely has reported that even a moderate consumption of

.24. F. M. Durham and H. M. Woods, Alcohol and 
Inheritance': ' An Experimental Study (Privy Council, Medical 
Research Council, Special Report Series No. 16 8, London:
His Majesty's Stationery Office, 1932), pp. 3-4, 62.

25. Raymond G. McCarthy (ed.) ,' Drinking and Pntoxi- 
cation (Glencoe, Illinois: The Free Press, 1959), pp.
12-16.

26. ' Ibid.; Cyril B . Courville, Effects of Alcohol 
on the Nervous' System of Man (Los Angeles : San. Lucas Press,
1966), pp. 85-90.

27. ' Wa'sh'ington' Post, September 14, 196 8, Sec. A,
P . 3 e
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0 oalcohol results in the death of brain cells„ It is 

therefore impossible to refute with certainty many of 
Hobson's arguments.

Before 1919, when he published his book on alcohol, 
Hobson carried his message to the floor of Congress and to 
the public at large in the much briefer form of a speech 
which he called "The Great Destroyer." By 1914 he claimed 
that he had sent out more than two million copies of the 
speech.^ In it he asserted that the harmful effects of - 
alcohol were first studied scientifically in Great Britain 
as a result of the Boer War.' It was suspected there that 
the poor showing of the British soldiers in South Africa

p  nwas a consequence of drinking. In addition to sending 
out copies of his speech, Hobson also wrote approximately 
one and a half million letters regarding alcohol, and 
lectured widely on the s u b j e c t . In his speeches he at
tempted to show that the United States Supreme Court was on 
his side. He quoted a decision of the Court which 
condemned intemperance in the following terms:

28. Ibid., "Parade" Sec., February 2, 1969, p. 8.
29. U. S., Co'ng're's's'ion'aT Record, 61st Cong. , 3rd 

Sess., 1911, XLVI, Pt. 2, 1867-1873, 63rd Cong., 2nd Sess., 
1914, LI, Pt. 17, Appendix, 428-439. •

30. Ibid., 61st Cong., 3rd Sess., 1911, XLVI,
Pt. 2, 1867.

31. ibid., 63rd Cong., 2nd Sess., 1914, LI, Pt.
17, Appendix, 42 8.
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The train of evils which marks . the progress, of 
intemperance is too obvious to require comment,
It brings with it degradation of characterf impairs 
the moral and physical energieswastes', the health r 
increases the number of paupers and criminals, 
undermines the morals, and sinks, its. victims to the 
lowest depths of vice and profligacy.^2

Hobson also quoted from a number of state supreme court
decisions to the same eff e c t .33 He later asserted that
"twelve decisions of the United States Supreme Court have
declared that no citizen has an inherent right to sell
l i q u o r . "34 He emphasized the word "sell" in this statement,
but unfortunately he did not list the court decisions.

XHobson was the first man to introduce in Congress 
a constitutional amendment for prohibition. On December 
4, 1911, he introduced a joint resolution "proposing an 
amendment to the Constitution prohibiting the sale, manu-
rfacture for. sale, and importation for sale of beverages

35containing alcohol." The resolution died in committee.
He continued to introduce similar resolutions during

32. Ibid., 430. The quote is from Mugler vs.
Kansas, 123 U. S., 205.

33. Ibid.., 430-431.
34. Ibid., 63rd Cong., 3rd Sess., 1914, LIT, Pt. 1,

608.
35. Ibid., 62nd Cong., 2nd Sess., 1911, XLVIII,

Pt. 1,13.
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subsequent sessions of Congress„36 Only one of these came 
to a vote, and although it won a majority, it fell short of

o 7the necessary two-thirds.
Prohibition first became a major national issue 

in 1913 with the introduction into Congress of the Webb- 
Kenyon Bill. By that time there were nine states with 
state-wide prohibition, and more than twenty other states 
where the majority of the population was living in dry 
territory under local-option laws. But liquor was frequent
ly transported into these areas from nearby wet areas. In 
order to prevent this, and make local prohibition more 
effective, temperance workers, led by the Anti-Saloon 
League, sought to invoke the federal government6s' regulatory 
power over interstate, commerce. The Webb-Kenyon Act of 1913 
was the result. This measure prohibited the importation of 
liquor into states where its sale was prohibited by state

oolaw. Most of the bill's opponents in Congress were

36. Ibid., 63rd Cong., 1st Sess., 1913, L, Pt. 1, 
92, Pt. 4, 3128, Pt. 6, 5816, 5919, 63rd Cong., 2nd Sess., 
1913-1914, LI, Pt. 1, 32, 504, 659, Pt. 11, 10125, 63rd : 
Cong., 3rd Sess., 1914, LIT, Pt. 1, 736.

37. Ibid., 63rd Cong., 3rd Sess., 1914, LII, Pt.
1, 615-616.

38. Ibid., 62nd Cong., 3rd Sess., 1913, XLIX,
Pt.' 3, 2867-2868, 2924, 3018; Ernest H. Cherrington, The 
Evolution of Prohibition in the' United' States' of' 'America 
(Westerville, Ohio: The American Issue Press,. 1920) , .
pp. 285, 319-320; Harold Underwood Faulkner,'. The' Quest, for 
Social' Justice, 189 8-1914 (New York: The "Macmillan Co., 
1931) , p. 228'. ' '
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conservatives„ The progressives supported the measure. 
President Taft vetoed the bill, but it was passed over his 
veto just three days before he left office. Hobson was 
emphatic in his support of the bill.^® The passage of the 
Webb-Kenyon Act demonstrated that the prohibition movement 
was continuing to gain strength in national politics.

At the same time, Hobson seemed to be gaining in 
popularity and political confidence. The only time his 
seat in Congress was seriously threatened was in the 1912 
primary. In that contest he was opposed by Frank S. Moody, 
whom Hobson believed was supported by the liquor interests. 
Moody supported the state local option law which gave 
each county the power to decide its own policy regarding 
prohibition. Hobson’s overwhelming defeat of Moody on 
April 1, 1912, seemed to give him the confidence he needed 
to decide to run for the Senate. Senator Joseph F.
Johnston1s-first full term in Congress was due to expire in 
1914. Ten weeks after his primary victory over Moody, Hob
son announced his. candidacy for Johnston's Senate seat. He 
was thus the first candidate to toss his hat into the ring. 
It was assumed that Johnston would run again, and that form
er governor Braxton Comer and Representative J. Thomas

39. Hofstadter, The Age of Reform, p. 2 89.
40. U. S., Congressional' 'Record, 62nd Cong., 3rd 

Sess., 1913, XLIX, Pt. 3, 2824-2826, 2867-2868, Pt. 5,
4291, 4299, 4447,
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Heflin might also enter, the race = ̂ B u t ,  as so often hap
pens in politics, several unexpected events took place, and 
when the smoke had cleared in late 1913, just a few months 
before the primary, Hobson was left alone to face Oscar W, 
Underwood, the most, powerful and popular politician in 
Alabama o

When Hobson first announced his candidacy for the
Senate he did not state that national prohibition would
be an issue, because in 1912 it had not yet become one„
He did assert he was pledged to ridding the government of
men who were serving the liquor interests„ He also
announced his support for state internal improvements,
better schools, an end to the political convention system,

4 2direct election of the president, and a large navy. By 
the end of 1913 national constitutional prohibition had 
become, partly through Hobson's own efforts, a major politi
cal issue, and Hobson made it the central issue of his cam
paign.

. In August, 1913, Senator Johnston died, and Repre
sentative Henry Clayton soon threw his hat into the ring.
On October 4, Representative Oscar Underwood announced his •

41. Ibid., 63rd Cong., 1st Sess., 1913, L, Pt. 6, 
5642; Montgomery Advertiser, June 12, 1912, p. 1, June 13, 
1912, p. 1; Moore,' History' of Alabama, pp. 677, 757.

42. Montgomery' Advertiser, June 13, 1912, p. 1.
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43candidacy, making it a three-way race„  ̂ This appeared to . 

give Hobson an advantage, insofar as prohibition was an 
issue„ Both Clayton and Underwood were local optionists, 
while Hobson supported national constitutional prohibition„ 
Alabama had a local option law at the.time„̂ ^ If Clayton 
and Underwood split the vote of the local optionists, Hobson . 
would emerge the likely winner. Moreover, all the congres
sional primaries in Alabama were scheduled for the same day, 
April 6, 1914, and candidates were not allowed to run for 
more than one office at a time. This meant that the losers, 
as well as the winner, in the senatorial primary would have 
to give up their seats in the House. If Hobson were the 
winner it would mean that the Democratic Administration 
would lose the services of House Majority Leader Underwood 
as well as those of House Judiciary Committee Chairman Clay
ton. In terms of party usefulness, Hobson had proven himself 
a loyal and industrious worker in the matter of progressive 
legislation, but was annoyingly independent and outspoken in 
the areas of national defense and prohibition.

43. New York Times, August 9, 1913, 3:8, August 
13, 1913, 8:8, October 5, 1913, Sec. Ill, 14:5.

44. Evans C. Johnson, "Oscar Underwood and the 
Hobson Campaign," Alabama Review, XVI (April, 1963) , 126 ? 
Moore, History of Alabama, pp. 677, 757.

45.'. New York Times, October 11, 1913, 14:8.
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Under these circumstances„ President Wilson met 

with several Alabama political leaders. Hobson was not 
one of them. The result of the meeting was announced in 
the press the following day. At the request of the Presi
dent , Clayton would withdraw from the contest because, it 
was stated, important trust legislation was scheduled for 
the next session of Congress. The Chairman of the House 
Judiciary Committee could not guide such legislation through 
.Congress if he were engaged in a senatorial campaign in 
Alabama. Underwood, on the other hand, as chairman of the 
House Ways and Means Committee, had just finished the work 
of pushing through Congress the first tariff reform measure 
since the Civil War. He entered the senatorial race with
greatly enhanced prestige. With Clayton out of the race,

46Underwood became the favorite of the odds-makers.
It was at this time that Representative Jeremiah 

Donovan of Connecticut rose on the floor of the House to 
criticize Hobson's attendance record in Congress. He 
asserted that the Alabama representative had not been in the • 
House at all during the past five months. Three days later 
Hobson replied to the charge. Speaking on a point of per
sonal privilege, he was allowed one hour to defend himself.

46. Ibid., September 10, 1913, 20:2, October 11, . 
1913, 14:8, November 2, 1913, Sec. II, 2:8; Washington 
Evening Star,.October 12, 1913, p. 2; U. S., Congressional 
Record, 63rd Cong., 1st Sess., 1913, L, Pt. 6, 5643.
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He pointed out that the Congres sion al Re cord showed he had 
been present many times during the past five months, and 
that he always made it a point to be present for important 
votes„ The occasions when he had been absent were due, 
he statedf to time spent on his senatorial campaign r deliv
ering lectures r and conducting a team of government experts 
in an investigation of sanitary conditions in Alabama. At
those times he had always arranged for a pair for his 

47vote
With most of his hour still left to him, he took 

this opportunity to make a spectacular opening in his. cam
paign against Underwood„ It was only during the past ten 
days that Clayton had withdrawn from the race and that 
Underwood ha'd entered it. He began by stating that Under
wood's 1912 campaign for President had been financed in 
large part by a $35,0 00 contribution from Thomas Fortune 
Ryan. Ryan had been one of those financiers whom the Demo
cratic Convention of 1912 had condemned on the motion of 
William Jennings Bryan. Hobson pointed out that a Senate 
hearing had revealed this contribution. He added that 
Underwood's campaign manager, Senator John Hollis Bankhead, 
had. concealed from Underwood the source of all campaign con
tributions . Underwood, Hobson alleged, kept thus in

■47. Washington' Post, October 14, 1913, p. 1;
U. S., COn'gr'e'ssl'onaT Record, 63rd Cong. , 1st Sess. , 1913,
L, Pt. 6, 5637, 56 39, 5640.
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ignorance, had acted in reality as a "tool" or "dummy" of 

48Wall Street. Hobson also quoted from an editorial in the 
Birmingham- News which had appeared five, days after Senator 
Johnston's death. The editorial stated that a meeting of 
Alabama political leaders, including the editor of the News, 
had agreed that a strong, candidate, representing the local 
optionists, should be put forward to run against the pro
hibitionist Hobson. The editor of the News, Frank Glass, 
later asserted in an editorial that the best man for the 
job would be Oscar. Underwood. Hobson concluded from this 
evidence that although. Underwood was a man of integrity, he 
was again being used, and this time as a tool of the liquor 
interests.̂  Underwood arose to protest that he was the 
tool of no interest group. He pointed out that Ryan had 
also contributed to Woodrow Wilson's gubernatorial campaign 
in New Jersey. Both Hobson and Underwood delivered their 
remarks with great intensity. . They were sitting only three 
or four feet apart on the same bench, with no one between 
them. Speaker Champ Clark, fearing that they might come to 
blows, quietly sent the Chief Clerk of the House, a power
fully-built man, to sit between them. Fortunately, they

48. U. S. Congressional Record, 63rd Cong., 1st 
Sess., .1913, L, Pt. 6, 5643-5644.

49. Ibid., 5643.
1
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controlled their temper’s. The remarks of the majority 
leader were met with considerably more applause than were
those of Hobson.50

This was an inauspicious beginning for Hobson's
campaign. Instead of concentrating strictly on political
issues, he had launched a personal attack on his opponentF
one of the most respected members of Congress. However
justifiable the personal attack may have been, it seemed
politically unwise.. Underwood had brought great pride to
the state of Alabama. He had just guided to enactment a
popular tariff-reform bill which bore his name. This
measure was dear to the hearts of most Southerners and
Democrats. Underwood had been a prominent candidate for
the Democratic nomination for President in 1912. He was
the House Majority Leader and a leading spokesman of the
first Democratic Administration in sixteen years. The New
York Times criticized Hobson for calling Underwood a tool

51of the liquor interests "without proof.” The Washington 
Evening Star pointed out that Thomas F. Ryan had been a 
heavy contributor to the Democratic party for many years.52

50. Ibid., 5643-5644; New York Times, October 14, : 
1913f 14:1;' Montgomery 'Advertiser, October 14, 1913, p. 1; 
Champ Clark, My' Quarter Century of 'American Politics (2 
vols. New York: Harper and Brothers, 1920), II, 252-253.

51. New York Times, December 13, 1913, 12:3.
-52. Washington Evening Star, October 14, 1913,

p. 6.
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Hobson meanwhile was gaining support from other

quarters. The Women's Christian Temperance Union voted to
contribute to his campaign fund, and the Anti-Saloon League

S3endorsed his candidacy. On December 10, 1913, two thou
sand members of these two groups assembled in Washington to 
present petitions to Congress calling for a prohibition 
amendment to the Constitution. They marched to the Capitol 
singing "America" and "Onward Christian Soldiers." Their 
ranks were swelled by hundreds, of spectators who joined the 
m a r c h I n  a ceremony on the Capitol step's Hobson and 
Senator Morris Sheppard of Texas accepted the petitions 
Later, that day they introduced their resolutions for a 
prohibition amendment. In the Senate, the galleries were
half empty. All the .attention was to be on Hobson’s speech

54'in the House the following day.
. The galleries in the House were filled the next day 

with enthusiastic members of the W. C. T. U. and the Anti- 
Saloon League. When Hobson took the floor, he presented his 
views on the effects of alcohol on society, and the respon
sibility of the government. "The eternal principle," he 
asserted,■ "is that a just government exists for the purpose

53. New York Times, October 28, 1913, 20:1, 
November, 14, 1913 , 7 : 3 .

54. Ibid., December 11, 1913, 5:6; Montgomery 
Advertiser, December 11, 1913, p. 2; U. S., Congressional 
Record, 63rd Cong.,. 2nd Sess., 1913, LI, Pt. 1, 615, 659 .
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of promoting the highest welfare of its p e o p l e H e  also
presented a view of history in which all nations seemed '•
"only born to die„" Great nations sprang from a sober
frontier, he asserted, then eventually became degenerate
through the use of alcohol. Upon their demise, undegenerate
groups of men returned to the wilderness to begin anew =
This cycle, he maintained, had continued for thousands of
years. America was now threatened from within by the menace
of alcohol. It was time for the federal government to step
in with prohibition in order to save the nation from gradual

57and insidious destruction. He pointed out that fifty-five 
per cent of the population in the United States' was already 
Living, under local and state prohibition laws. The resolu
tions :for a prohibition amendment introduced by him and 
Senator Sheppard stated as a preamble the. conclusions that .

exact scientific research has demonstrated that 
alcohol is a narcotic poison^ destructive and 
degenerating to the human organism, and that its 
distribution as a beverage or contained in foods ' 
lays a staggering economic burden upon, the 
shoulders of the people, lowers to an appalling 
degree the average standard of character, of our 
citizenship, thereby undermining the public morals 
and the foundation of free 'institutions, produces'

■55. New York Times, December 12, 1913, -12:1; :
U. S., 'Congressional Record, 63rd Cong. , 2nd Sess. , 1913, 
LI, Pt. 1, 738.

56. U. S., Congressional Record, 63rd Cong., 2nd 
Sess. , 1913, LI, Pt. 1, 737".

57. Ibid., 737-738.
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widespread crime, pauperism, and insanity, inflicts 
disease and untimely death upon hundreds of thou
sands of citizens, and blights with degeneracy 
their children unborn, threatening the future 
integrity and the very life of the N a t i o n . ^8

The proposed amendment prohibited "the sale, manufacture 
for sale, transportation for sale, importation for sale, 
and exportation for sale of intoxicating liquors for bever
age p u r p o s e s „ "59 Hobson pointed out that the amendment was 
directed at the sale of alcohol, at the liquor trade only, 
so as to avoid as far as possible the infringement of 
personal rights.

I want my colleagues to understand from the start 
„ . «, that there is no desire, no intent on the 
part of this resolution to invade either the indi
vidual right or inherent liberties of a citizen, 
or to climb over the wall that civilization, parti
cularly the Anglo-Saxon civilization, has built 
around the home.̂ 0 ' '

After presenting his argument in favor of the 
prohibition amendment, which subsequently became known as 
the Hobson Amendment, Hobson took the opportunity to again 
attack Underwood on the floor of Congress. Two months had 
passed since their first such encounter. More than three 
months still remained before the primary. Hobson asserted 
that the House Majority Leader had recently made a statement 
in Alabama to the effect that the introduction of the

58. Ibid., 615. 
59 . Ibid. ,l 738.
60. Ibid.
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prohibition issue into the Democratic Party would eventually
kill either the issue or the party„ Hobson, waving his arms
and shaking his head for emphasis, went on to states

My friends, I do not take second place to any man 
in love of his party; certainly not to any man 
who thinks that his party's life lies in the hands 
of the liquor interests. But let me tell you~-for 
we might as well draw the line--if the Democratic 
Party can only live by joining the liquor interests, 
to debauch the American people, then in God's name 
let it die.61

Hobson was enthusiastically applauded by those in the gal
leries .62 Underwood arose to reply that Hobson had mis
interpreted his remarks, and that "at some other time, and 
at some other place," he would explain his r e m a r k s . ^ 3  He 
was applauded by members of the House. Hobson insisted 
that Underwood's refusal to explain his statement at that 
time indicated that his own interpretation was correct. 
Underwood replied that he believed that the senatorial 
campaign should not be brought to the floor of Congress, 
and denied emphatically that he was supported by the liquor 
interests. Hobson pointed out that the senatorial campaign

61. Ibid., 739.
62. ' New York' Times, December 12, 1913, 12:1. ; For

a report of the debate almost identical to that of the 
Times, but containing a few more details, see the Washing
ton' Post, December 12, 1913, p. 1. For a more extensive 
account see the Montgomery Advertiser, December 12, 1913,
p. 1.

63. U. S., Congressional Record, 63rd Cong., 2nd 
Sess. , 1913, LI, Pt. ■!, 739.
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in Alabama represented a great struggle for the cause of 
prohibition. It was therefore an event of national concern, 
vital to the general welfare, and appropriate for debate 
in Congress.̂  Underwood remained silent during the remain
der of Hobson's speech„ Hobson went on to say that he did 
not question the integrity of Underwood, who was a man of 
fine character„ But, he.concluded, "that only makes him 
the more dangerous and makes it the more pitiful that we 
should find such interests as Wall Street trying to capture 
our party and such interests as the deadly liquor interests 
trying to capture the State of Alabama behind such a high-
class reactionary leader as my o p p o n e n t .  "̂ 5- Hobson thenI
returned to his discussion of prohibition. Throughout his 
speech he was applauded and cheered by his many supporters 
in the galleries. Representative James Mann of Illinois 
interrupted at one point to ask that the rule forbidding 
applause in the galleries be enforced. But Hobson's cheer
ing section apparently continued unchecked. The applause 
for Underwood, on the other hand, came from members of the 
House. When Hobson concluded, Richard ("Dutch Dick") 
Bartholdt of Missouri, a champion of liquor dealers and of . 
German-Americans, made an excited rebuttal to Hobson. The

64. ' Ibid., 739-740 f New York' Times, December 12, 
1913, 12:1.

65. U. S. , Co'ngressibnal Record, 6 3rd Cong., 2nd 
Sess. , 1913, LI, Pt. 1, ”740 . '
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effect of his statement was dissipated, however, when he 
became so entangled in his broken English that Hobson and 
Underwood both erupted in laughter. But Bartholdt had 
the last laugh at that session of Congress, as the Hobson 
Amendment was not brought to a vote.^

The Underwood campaign committee published a cam
paign booklet written by Forney Johnston, the son of the 
late Senator Joseph Johnston, whose seat Hobson had first 
challenged. The booklet presented the views of Underwood 
and the committee. In it they protested that prohibition 
was not a real issue. They feared, moreover, that national 
prohibition would open the door to further federal regula
tion, especially in the area of civil rights. They pointed 
out that Underwood favored local controls over liquor. They 
stated that he had been consistent in his views, and alleged 
that Hobson had vacillated on the prohibition issue, and 
had not even been a total abstainer before 1907.^® Hobson, 
it was further charged, was a poor Democrat because he had 
been putting the cause of prohibition ahead of party, 
loyalty. He was an untrustworthy Democrat for other reasons

66.- ibid. , 739-740,° New York Times, December 12, ' 
1913, 12;1; Montgomery Advertiser, December 12, 1913, p. 1.

67. U. S., Congressional Record, 63rd Cong., 2nd 
Sess., 1913, LI, Index, H. J. Res. 152, 163, 168, 277.

68. Forney Johnston, Democratic Senatorial Cam- 
paign:' ' The' Issue' and' the Facts (Birmingham: Underwood 
State Campaign Committee, n.. d.) , pp. 3, 40-42.
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as well. Several members of his family had been Republicans 
or Populists who had fought-against white supremacy„̂  It 
was alleged that.Hobson was ignoring his duties in Congress 
while engaged in lecturing for large fees around the coun
try . It was suggested that the Spanish-American War hero
suffered from a persecution complex and delusions of gran- 

71deur, "It must be borne in mind,." the booklet instructedf 
"that mere brilliancy and intellectual efficiency are - 
entirely consistent with a fixed a.nd definite mental insta
bility. "^2 Hobson's long residence outside Alabama was

73also mentioned.
Most of the underlinings and largest print in the

booklet referred to Hobson's record on Negro rights. His
stand on the Brownsville Billf on the direct election of ■ 
the Presidentf on national prohibition r on women's suffrage f 
and his bill allowing Filipinos and Puerto Ricans into West 
Point and Annapolis, all were attacked as dangerous to white

74supremacy in the South. Regarding his bill liberalizing 
admissions to the military and naval academies it was

69. Ibid. [ pp. 35, 43,r 47 f 4 8, 49 .
70.. Ibid. , pp. 2, 14-18, 20-21.

• 71° Ibid.f pp. 36-39.
72 . . Ibid., p. 36.
73 . Ibid., p. 35.
74. Ibid., pp. 4, 24-25, 26-28, 30, 52.
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stated that

it is difficult for a Southerner to understand 
how black natives of the Philippines, comprised 
of Moros, Igarottes, bushmen, stranglers f fast- 
blacks and Chinese mixtures could be admitted on 
an equality with the white cadets at the Naval 
Academy and at West Point without an official 
abandonment of the color line at those institu
tions: Hobson r of Greensboro, requiring the
President to appoint negroes, negritos and 
negorillas to a school . .. . to succeed Semmes
and Lee- and J a c k s o n i 7 5

The far-reaching consequences of such a situation would
be "exact social equality! In .the same rooms’ At the same
table with our boys! The Negrophobia of the Alabama
whites was thus exploited, and Hobson had little to say
in his defense. This was apparently one of the decisive
issues in the campaign. Hobson, as explained in Chapter 3,
was certainly not without racial prejudice, but was more
liberal in his views in this respect than his opponent.

. The Hobson forces retaliated with a campaign booklet 
of their own.^^ A rather dull affair, it attempted to meet 
the criticisms of the Underwood booklet. But it could not 
match the sense of outrage and of glee with which the other 
criticized and ridiculed Hobson.' It paraded Hobson's rather 
modest Congressional accomplishments, and unemotionally

75. Ibid., p. 30. Underlinings are in the original. 
: 76. Ibid.
77. L. B. Musgrove-, The Pacts' about the Senatorial 

Campaign (n. p.: No publisher, n . d.).
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pointed out that Underwood had accepted campaign funds from

7 8Wall Street in 1912 = It emphasized that Hobson was a pro-
hibitionist, while Underwood was a Wet, Many of Hobson's
absences from Congress, it arguedt were due to his extensive

8 0committee and sub-committee investigations. But the 
Hobson booklet lacked the verbal artistry needed to make it 
a persuasive campaign document. In short, it lacked those 
qualities' that Hobson would have brought to it had he writ
ten it himself, t

Hobson made a canvass of the state, principally by 
automobile, often accompanied by his wife, . His three young 
children stayed with his wife's parents in Tuxedo Park,
New York. He would usually begin the day by meeting with
two or three of his county managers early in the morning,
at 7:30 or 8:00. They would then all leave in a chauffered 
car for the various meetings scheduled.for the day, Hobson 
often spoke six or more times a day. While en route between 
meetings the local manager would explain to him which issues 
were of greatest local interest. Sometimes they would also 
be accompanied by a newspaper reporter. At times they were 
preceded by Underwood supporters who would announce to the

78. Ibid., pp. 10, 12, 18-19.
79. Ibid. , pp. 8, 32-7-34.
80. Ibid., p. 27.
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waiting crowds the misinformation that Hobson would not

81be coming and that they might as well disperse„
The campaign was the first senate race under the 

new direct election law to gain national attention -^  The 
conservative' New York' Times supported Underwood„ It assert
ed that the main issue was prohibition, and that Hobson was 
"generally on the wrong side of every question that is 
s e r i o u s . a s  the election drew near, Hobson's campaign . 
manager, L. B . Musgrove, confidently predicted victory.
He added that Hobson would be "the progressive democracy's 
nominee for President" if a pending presidential primary 
bill were passed.84 This was likely, he went on, because 
Hobson was popular "in every section of America where virtue 
and integrity predominate."83 Hobson had planned to cam
paign across the state by airplane during the last few days 
before the election. The Underwood supporters ridiculed 
the idea. Hobson finally.abandoned the plan when he was 
unable to overcome his wife's objections to itapparently

81. Mrs. Hobson to her parents, Mr. and Mrs. George 
H. Hull, January 23, 1914, and undated (in 1914 folder), 
Hobson Papers.

82. New York Times, April 1, 1914, 12:2.
83. Ibid.
84. Birmingham Age-Herald, April 2, 1914, p. 2.
85. Ibid.
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because she felt it was unsafe„^

Underwood won the election by a large margin,
89,470 to 54,738*®^ This was almost the end of Hobson's 
political career„ But his defeat was not a total loss for 
the prohibition cause in Alabama, Prohibitionists were 
elected to other offices there,^ His "brilliant campaign 
had stimulated new enthusiasm for prohibition in the 
state,"^  He reported that his campaign expenses had

90amounted to $16,785.32. Underwood reported $12,920.01. 
Hobson later asserted that the liquor interests had led the 
campaign against him, and had sent hundreds of salaried 
workers to Alabama to work for his defeat. He also main
tained that Wall Street had sent "an army of workers" and 
thousands of. dollars into the state to help wage the

86. Ibid.
87. Thomas M. Owen (comp.) , Alabama' Official and. ■ 

Statistical Register, 1915 (Montgomery: Alabama Department
of Archives and History, 1915), pp. 406-407.

88. James Benson Sellers, The Prohibition Movement 
in Alabama', 1702 to 19 43 .(Vol. 26, No. 1, of The' James 
'Sp'r'u'nt Studies in' History and Political' Science. Chapel 
Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 1943) , p.
180.

89. Ibid.
90. Owen (comp.) , Alabama Offic'i'a'l' Register, 1915 ,

p. 450.



campaign against him. He characteristically dramatized
his defeat by announcing later;

I would rather have held my head up and fought 
these mighty forces for eight months, day and 
night, like a man, though it had cost me political 
death a hundred times. . . . I would rather do
it ten times over than be President of these 
United States.

Yet Hobson himself had received support from such
Q ̂outside sources as temperance organizations. The Anti- 

Saloon League was especially active and powerful in congres 
sional e l e c t i o n s I t  is therefore difficult to determine 
which candidate received more outside help. Probably 
Underwood's "soundness" on the racial question, and his 
outstanding achievement in tariff reform, seemed more 
important to Alabama, voters than Hobson's appeal for 
national prohibition.

The struggle between the Wets and the Drys, of 
which the Hobson-Underwood campaign of 1914 was only a 
part, was becoming increasingly intense throughout the 
country. When Hobson left politics he joined forces with 
the Anti-Saloon League, and for several years, he devoted

91. U. S., Congressional Record, 6 3rd Cong., 3rd 
Sess., 1914, LII, Pt. 1, 602.

92. ' Ibid.
93. New York Times, October 28, 1913, 20:1, 

November 14, 1913, 7:3.
94. Odegard, Pressure Politics, pp. 127-166.



224
all his energies to the great prohibition struggle„

The Anti-Saloon League was an organization of 
Protestant Churches. It steadfastly maintained its adher
ence to a single issue: destruction of the saloon through
prohibition of the sale of alcoholic beverages. Refusing 
to be sidetracked by other issues or causes, its success 
has been attributed in part to its single-mindedness of 
purpose. It published huge quantities of printed matter 
at its headquarters in Westerville, Ohio, and spread its 
message'through churches. Support for prohibitionists in 
elections was given without concern for party affiliation.
In time, it became one of the most powerful pressure groups 
in United States history.^ The liquor interests fought 
back determinedly, but their methods were such as to harm 
their own cause. As one of their spokesmen lamented:

To us there is the handwriting on the wall and its 
interpretation spells doom. The liquor business 
is to blame. It seems incapable of learning any 
lesson of advancement or any motive but profit. To 
perpetuate itself it has formed alliances with 
the slums. . . .  It deliberately aids the most 
corrupt political powers

Hobson apparently felt right at home with the 
Anti-Saloon League. Its goal seemed to him one of the 
most important in the world at the time. Its success

95. Ibid., pp. 1-35, 78-103.
96. National' Liquor Dealers' Journal, September 

10, 1913, cited in Ddegard, 'Pressure PoTrtics, p. 151.
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promised new advancements in the evolutionary development 
of the human race. It was a church organization. Hobson 
had always been, close to the church and to church-related 
groups such as the Young Men's Christian Association. Its 
enemies seemed to represent the most evil and debased ele
ments in society. To them the League ascribed most social 
ills: corrupt politics, vice, prostitution, disease, crime,
child neglect, broken homes, and the waste of natural re-

9 7sources and labor. Hobson joined the Anti-Saloon League 
to help eradicate this apparent festering sore within 
American society. To strive for a cause so magnificently 
noble, against adversaries so clearly evil, offered Hobson 
a welcome challenge to employ to the utmost his great capa
city for dramatic courage and heroism.

Hobson's term in Congress did not expire until 
March, 1915. Before he departed he made one final attempt 
to have his prohibition amendment passed. On December 22,
1914, he made a speech in the House in support of the 
measure. He repeated most of his familiar arguments, and 
emphasized the point that the liquor interests were in

Q  Oreality a trust which badly needed regulating." It was an 
evil trust, he asserted, one "that debauches the youth of

97. Odegard, Pressure Politics, pp. 39-50.
98. U. S. Congress ion al' Record, 63rd Cong. , 3rd 

Sess., 1914, LII, Pt. 1, 513, 514, 602-610.
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the land and thereby perpetuates its hold upon the 
N a t i o n . H e  clarified the intent of his amendment when 
he asserted:

We do not say that a man shall not drink. We ask 
for no sumptuary action. We do not say that a. man 
shall not have or make liquor in his own home for
his own use. . . . We only touch the sale. A man
may feel he has a right.to drink, but he certainly 
has no inherent right to sell l i q u o r . 100

The opponents of the measure in the House were ably led
•by Underwood. Yet sentiment in favor of the amendment
had been steadily growing, and for -the first time it was
brought to a vote. It secured a majority, 197 to 190, but
fell short of the needed two-thirds. It was three more
years before Congress passed the .resolution and sent the
amendment to the s t a t e s . 1^1

When Hobson left Congress in 1915, he devoted his
full time to lecturing for the Anti-Saloon League. This
employment was more remunerative, though less exalted.than
his work as a Congressman. He confessed, rather proudly,
that he was the highest paid lecturer in the country after

TOPWilliam Jennings Bryan and Champ Clark. Between 1914 and

99. Ibid., 602.
100. Ibid.
101. Ibid., 615-616; Odegard, Pressure Politics,

p. 154.
102. U. S., Congressional Record, 63rd Cong., 1st 

Sess., 19.13., L, Pt. 6, 5642; Washington' Post, October 14, 
1913, p. 1.
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1922 he was paid a total of $171f250 by the Anti-Saloon
L e a g u e T h e r e  were some within the League who later
asserted that he was not worth his s a l a r y Y e t  there is
evidence to the contrary in his correspondence with League
officials„ In 1916 and 1917 he was attempting to obtain a
salary raise. At that time he was being paid $525 per six-
day week, plus $25 for each extra lecture. The collections
for the League made at his lectures were averaging $2,438.72
per day, or $14,623.32 per six-day week. This shows that
he was being paid only about three per cent of the total

105receipts he was bringing in. His father-in-law, a
New York businessman, was appalled when he learned that he 
was not being paid fifty per cent of the receipts. After 
lengthy negotiations, Hobson secured a raise to $700 per 
week, and $100 for each extra l e c t u r e . ^^7 seems probable

103. Odegard, Pressure Politics, p. 203.
104. Ibid., p. 205 .
105. Ernest H . Cherrington to Hobson, July 1,

1916, August 16, 1916, October 3, 1916, October 6, 1916 
(telegram), November 14, 1916, November 17, 1916, .November 
23, 1916, July 21, 1917, January 3, 1918, Hobson Papers; 
Hobson to Cherrington, July 5, 1916, September 15, 1916, 
Hobson Papers; Milo P. Reiser to Hobson,,' October 10, 1916, 
July 26, 1917, August 20, 1917, Hobson Papers; Boyd P.
Doty to Hobsony* May 12, 1917, Hobson Papers.

106. George H. Hull to Hobson, July 10, 1916,
August 7, 1916, and two undated, Hobson Papers.

107. "Memorandum of Agreement" between Hobson and 
the Anti-Saloon League for the 1918-1919 season, Hobson 
Papers.
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that Hobson's great popularity aroused jealousies within 
the League hierarchy, and may have led some League officials 
to disparage his worth.

During 1915, Hobson drew up a "Grand Strategy of 
the Fight" for national prohibition."^® This document laid 
down basic conclusions concerning the harmful effects of 
alcohol, and made suggestions for educating the public to 
its danger. He urged that the League organize such groups 
as foreign-born voters, the Salvation Army, and labor . ' . 
unions, as arms of the League. He advocated support for 
women suffrage, as he expected that almost all women would 
vote for prohibition.**"®^ He suggested that the government 
be encouraged to promote further study of the alcohol ques
tion, and that governmental agencies be encouraged "in
general use of the government frank in sending out speeches

110and other documents." Moreover, all newspapers and maga
zines were to be requested to refuse liquor advertising.
He suggested that

formal request for educational co-operation be made 
upon all medical associations, all educational asso
ciations, all patriotic, civic, fraternal, business,

10 8. Anti-Saloon League of America, Proceedings, 
Sixteenth National' Convention of the Anti-Saloon' League 
of America,' Atlantic City ,' New Jersey ,' July 6-9 , 1915 
(Westerville, Ohio: The American Issue Publishing Co.,
n. d.), pp. 97-103.

109. Ibid., pp. 97-99.
110. Ibid., p. 98.
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industrialr commercial associations, upon the press, 
the magazines, the pulpit, the platform, and that 
all of these and all citizens be requested to take 
proper measures to remove the temptation of profit
ing in any way from the • liquor traffic, thus opening 
the way for untrammeled educational service and 
ultimate co-operation.m

In addition, he urged that a "national Prohibition war loan”
for $5,000,000 be raised to help implement the educational
and organizational program.

Hobson's future in politics was meanwhile becoming 
a subject for speculation. As long as prohibition remained
a political issue he continued to receive wide attention.
He was mentioned as being preferable to William Jennings 
Bryan as the Prohibition Party's Presidential candidate for 
IBIG.^^^ But his attention was being directed elsewhere.

A new congressional district had been formed in 
Alabama as a result of the 1910 census. The new district, 
the tenth, was made up of parts of other districts, inclu
ding Hobson's old sixth district. It did not, however, 
include Hale County, where Hobson had his legal residence. 
The Democratic primary was scheduled for May 9, 1916. A 
friend of Hobson's, William B. Oliver, had been elected to 
Congress from Hobson's old district in 1914, and Hobson did

111. Ibid., pp. 9 8-99 .
112. Ibid., pcl 100. / .
113. Washington Evening Star, June 17, 1915, 

clipping in Hobson Papers.
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not want to contest his seat. In fact, Hobson had made up 
his mind to remain completely out of politics since his 
1914 defeat by Underwood. This was due at least in part 
to his pressing financial responsibilities... He had taken 
over the mortgage on the family home, Magnolia Grove, in 
1905, when his father died. He provided the major support, 
including the costs of education and medical treatment, for 
several members of his family, and supported for many years 
two sisters and a brother who remained at Magnolia Grove. 
Despite his large income he seemed always in debt. He felt 
that these financial circumstances precluded his re-entry 
into politics.

On February 9, 1916, Hobson and his wife arrived 
in Washington, D. C. He was then engaged in a lecture tour 
for the Anti-Saloon League. He was met by a committee of 
members of the League and some of its Alabama supporters. 
They held a conference at the League office, and Hobson 
was urged to run for Congress from the new tenth Alabama 
district. He refused on the grounds that he could not 
afford to give up his salary from the League during the 
time needed to campaign. The members of the committee 
pleaded with him for hours. They urged him to run for just 
one term so he could guide his prohibition amendment through

114. S. A. Hobson to J. D . Watson, undated (May 
18, 190 8?) , Hobson Papers ?.Hobson to Mrs . Hobson, undated 
(March, 1916?), Hobson Papers.
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Congress F but he remained adamant in his refusal. It was
suggested, apparently by Mrs. Hobson;, that the campaign
could be conducted in Alabama by Hobson's friends and the
advocates of national prohibition. Hobson could meanwhile
continue his lecture tour for the League as originally
scheduled. He would be required to contribute neither time
nor money to his own campaign„ This unusual plan was final- 

115ly agreed to. The Democratic primary; scheduled for
May 9, was exactly three months away.

Hobson's opponent in the primary was the son of his 
old adversary; Senator John Hollis Bankhead. Young William 
Brockman Bankhead, only four years Hobson's junior, was an 
old hand at state politics. He was a practicing .lawyer, 
a former member of the state legislature, and a circuit 
solicitor. Aside from his well-known name and political 
experience, he was also considered one of the finest stump 
speakers in the s t a t e . M o r e o v e r ,  he had already made 
a pledge to vote for the Hobson prohibition amendment if 
elected to Congress, thus depriving Hobson of his major 
campaign issue. When Hobson learned this fact, two weeks

115. Hobson, "Memorandum Brief for the Alabama 
Campaign Arbitration," November 18, 1916, typewritten,
Hobson Papers; Hobson to Mrs. Hobson, undated ("Dallas,
Tex.— -Tuesday" [February 15, 1916?]), Hobson Papers; Mrs. 
Hobson to Ernest Lacy, July, 1916 (not sent), Hobson Papers.

116. Owen, History of Alabama, III, 93; Montgomery 
Advertiser, May'll, 1916, p. 4.
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after he had agreed to run, he sent a letter expressing his 
chagrin to Dr. Parley A. Baker, National Superintendent of 
the League. He requested that the League make clear to the 
voters that it was supporting "the author of the prohibition 
.amendment, rather than Bankhead, because he would be expec
ted to lead the fight in the House. He strongly urged that 
his former campaign manager, L. B. Musgrove, be placed in 
charge of the campaign. Victory would be doubtful other-. 
wise. He reiterated his resolve to make no personal cam
paign whatever, and asserted that he had entered the race 
only at the insistence of the League.

Hobson was scheduled to tour Alabama for the League 
during March 1 to March 12. It had been agreed that he 
would formally announce his candidacy to the press upon 
arriving in Alabama. But when he arrived there he was met 
by Musgrove's attorney, William H. Morgan. Morgan told 
Hobson that he must not issue his prepared statement because 
Mus grove wanted him to make a personal canvass. Hobson 
explained that he could do so only if he could be relieved 
of all campaign expenses and continue to draw his salary 
as well= Morgan then phoned Musgrove who stated that he 
would take up the question of finance with the League. He 
assured Hobson that his conditions would be fulfilled, and

117. Hobson to Dr. P. A. Baker, February 23, 1916, 
Hobson Papers. •



233
that he need not concern himself further with that prob-
lenu Morgan later talked with Musgrove in person, and
wrote to Hobson that everything would be taken care of as
Hobson had r e q u e s t e d H o b s o n  happily terminated his
lecture tour, and on March 7 he opened his campaign for
Congress with two speeches in Pickens C o u n t y . ^^0 After
campaigning for a week, he resumed his lecture tour with
two weeks in Texas. Then he returned to Alabama to campaign

121during the final five weeks before the primaries.
It was not a legal requirement in Alabama that a 

member of Congress reside within the district he repre
sented. It was, however, virtually required in practice.
Mus grove insisted that Hobson establish some kind of a res
idence in the tenth district. .Shortly after beginning his 
campaign, Hobson took an. option on a small farm near Jasper. 
His wife and three young children were staying with her 
parents in Tuxedo Park, New York. Hobson hoped that they 
would move to the farm at Jasper, and he would have his

118. Hobson to Ernest B. Fite, February 25, 1916, 
Hobson Papers; Hobson,' "Memorandum Brief for the Alabama 
Campaign Arbitration," November 18, 1916, typewritten,
Hobson Papers.

119. William H. Morgan to Hobson, March 3, 1916, 
Hobson Papers.

120. ' Birmingham Age-Heraid, March 8, 1916, p. 2.
121. Hobson to Ernest B. Fite, February 25, 1916, 

Hobson Papers; Hobson to Mrs. Hobson, undated . ("Friday 
morning," [March 3, 1916?]), Hobson Papers.
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brother Gus move in to take care of them while he was away
12 2campaigning and lecturing.

But Hobson soon learned that his wife no longer 
shared his enthusiasm'for politics. She had seemed to 
thrive on it in better days when victory at the polls had 
seemingly been almost automatic. But the defeat by Under
wood in 1914, after she had worked so confidently and 
industriously in the campaign herself, must have been a 
severe blow to her pride.- Shortly after she learned 
that her husband had been persuaded to leave the lecture 
circuit and make a personal canvass against the younger 
Bankhead, she asked her father to send him some advice.
He complied by writing to Hobson that it was a mistake to . 
make a personal campaign. "The harder you work for the 
office," he. counseled, "the less the voters will want you 
to represent them."^^4 gg told his son-in-law that his 
great gift was the power of persuasion, which was only 
wasted in Congress. He could accomplish much more out of

122. C. W. Stubblefield, Tax Assessor, Walker 
County, Alabama, to Hobson, February 18, 1916, Hobson 
Papers? William H. Morgan to Mrs. Hobson, March 15, 1916, 
Hobson Papers.

123. Mrs. Hobson to her parents, Mr. and Mrs.
George H. Hull, January 23, 1914, and undated (in 1914 
folder), Hobson Papers.

124. George H. Hull to Hobson, March 18, 1916, 
Hobson Papers.
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politics by speaking directly to the people as he did in 
his lecture tours for the Anti-Saloon League, By remaining 
out of Congress, he concluded, Hobson would be able to 
perform "more valuable service than the whole of Congress

1 0 Kput together,"
The problem of Hobson's residency in the tenth 

district was not alleviated by the fact that his wife and 
children were living in New York, He wrote to his wife in
ecstatic terms about the financial arrangements of the
campaign, and tried to lure her to Alabama with promises 
that they could "make a honeymoon out of the [campaign] 
f i g h t -*-26 - But she adamantly refused. There were such 
problems, she pointed out, as care for the children and 
travel expenses. The Alabama climate, too, was not con
genial to her. Moreover, she asserted that it would be
obvious to the voters that she would be there simply "for

127getting, votes." But her most basic reason for remaining
away was soon made clear. She was hoping that her husband
would be defeated in the election, and she did not want
to do anything that might help him win. He could "count 
upon a telegram of felicitations" from her if he were

125. Ibid..
126. Hobson to Mrs. Hobson, undated ("Sunday,

2:30 p.m." [March 12, 1916?]) , Hobson Papers.
127. Mrs. Hobson to Hobson, undated ("Sunday 

afternoon" [March 12, 1916?]), Hobson Papers.
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12 8defeatedo Her attitude is understandable,, Her husband

was one of the most controversial men in the country, and
he seemed to take great joy in political, combat. His
intense enthusiasm for patriotic and altruistic causes r
with little regard for vested interests, made him a frequent
target for ridicule and disparagement„ More recently she •
was coming to believe that he was being deceived and.abused
by unscrupulous politicians, and was the victim of vicious
attacks from the liquor interests. Furthermore, she
and the children had been threatened with death if Hobson

130persisted in his fight for prohibition.
In his reply to his wife, Hobson stated he was 

"stunned" and "dazed" by her a t t i t u d e . H e  informed her 
that he would not give up his campaign. He asserted his 
belief that

destiny is hovering over us. We can not take a 
personal, not to say selfish, view of events in 
these troubled,,tempestuous times. It would be 
wrong not to do our part loyally

He added that' some of the prohibition leaders believed the

128. Ibid.
129. Mrs. Hobson to Hobson, undated ("Thursday"

[May 4, 1916?]) , Hobson Papers.
130. Hobson to Mrs. Hobson, undated ("Sunday,

11:30 a.m." [April 2, 1916?]), Hobson Papers.
131. Hobson to Mrs. Hobson, undated ("Austin, 

Sunday, 2:30 p.m." [March 19, 1916?]) , Hobson‘Papers.
132. Ibid. '
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campaign would better qualify him for "national leader- 
s h i p .  "-*-33 He urged his wife to reconsider., and to join 
him for the final five weeks of the c a m p a i g n . ^
had.misjudged the depth of her feelings. She replied that 
their life in politics had been fruitless and costly. She 
reminded him that they had already decided together that 
he should leave politics r and now he was suddenly back in 
the midst of.it again. It was almost too much for her to 
bear. "I think that in going into this race," she admon
ished him, "you have given away your happiness, you have 
given away my h a p p i n e s s . "3-35 jt had been so upsetting 
that she was "certainly not fit" to go to Alabama. 3-3®
Hobson tried to make the best of his wife's absence. He 
explained to the. voters that because of the threats, appar
ently made by the liquor interests, against his family's 
safety, that they were remaining in Tuxedo Park, New York,
under the protection of his p a r e n t s - i n - l a w . 3-37

It was a serious setback to Hobson's campaign when 
his wife refused to join him in Alabama. Perhaps even more

133.. Ibid.
134. Ibid.
135. Mrs. Hobson to Hobson, undated (April 1,

1916?), Hobson Papers. Underlining is in the original.
136. Ibid.
137. Hobson to Mrs. Hobson, undated ("Sunday,

11:30 a.m." [April .2, 1916?]), Hobson Papers.



-ominous were the signs of indifference shown by the Anti-
Saloon League toward the contest. After Hobson's campaign
was well under way the Alabama Superintendent of the League
announced that the League would take no part in the contest

13 8because both candidates were its friends. On April 4,
E . H.- Chefrington, at League headquarters ,• wrote to Hobson 
and explained the League's position. He expressed his 
amazement at Hobson's report for the month of March in which 
he claimed his salary for the period spent on his own cam
paign. "No man connected with this department of the
League," Cherrington asserted, "ever agreed to do anything

1 3 9of this kind and it. cannot and will not be done." This
letter was sent to Hobson's campaign headquarters in Jasper,
Alabama. There it was opened by William.Morgan, acting as
campaign secretary. He gave it to Musgrove, and Musgrove
kept the letter, and its message, from Hobson until after
the election.3^® Hobson, receiving no news, assumed that

141all expenses were being taken care of. Apparently

138. Statement of J. C. Persinger, Alabama Superin
tendent of the Anti-Saloon League, cited in Mrs. Hobson to 
E. H. Cherrington, April 17, 1916, Hobson Papers.

139. E. H. Cherrington to Hobson, April 4, 1916, 
Hobson Papers.

140. William H. Morgan to Hobson, September 26, 
1916, Hobson Papers.

141. Hobson, "Memorandum Brief for the Alabama 
Campaign Arbitration," November 18, 1916, typewritten,
Hobson Papers.



239
Mus.gr.ove had not arranged for the League to pay his. candi
date's expenses and salary, as he had said he would, yet he 
compounded the deception by concealing this fact from 
Hobson„

Still confident of victory, Hobson, conducted a
typically vigorous campaign, making four or five speeches'
a day. He based his appeal to the voters on two issues,
prohibition and national defense. . These issues were being
met, he pointed out, by two of his own measures, the Hobson
Amendment to the Constitution and the Hobson Bill for a

1 4 2 _Council of National Defense. His wife warned him, how
ever, against making extravagant promises or abusing his 
o p p o n e n t . A s  election day approached she wrote happily 
that .she felt certain he would be defeated, and that they 
could begin a new life together in the North where he was 
more "appreciated.

142. Hobson to C. W. Stubblefield, February 23, 
1916, Hobson Papers; Hobson to Mrs. Hobson, undated
("Sunday, 11:30 a.m." [April 2, 1916?]), Hobson Papers; 
Birmingham Age-Heraid, March 8, 1916, p. 2.

143. Mrs. Hobson to Hobson; undated (April 1,
1916?), undated ("Saturday night" [April 15, 1916?]), • 
Hobson Papers.

144. Mrs. Hobson to Hobson, undated ("Thursday"
[May 4, 1916.?]) , Hobson Papers.
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As his wife had hoped,- Hobson was defeated in the 

primary„ The margin was only fifty-one v o t e s . Musgrove 
and Morgan ungenerously blamed Mrs. Hobson for the 
defeat. Morgan wrote her that he was "convinced that
your presence here would have meant not less than 100 more 
votes in Walker County for Captain.besides the effect it 
would have had generally in the district. "^7 There were 
indications of fraud in the voting, and Hobson was urged to 
contest the election. But by that time he was only happy 
to wash his hands of the whole political business, and he 
flatly r e f u s e d . H e  had been lured into the campaign by 
the false promises of his campaign manager, and then was 
left holding all the bills. His wife's disenchantment with 
politics, which had preceded the campaign, was thoroughly 
vindicated by its outcome. Under - these unhappy circum
stances Hobson left politics for good. Although in the 
future he was often spoken of as a candidate for the House

145. William Morgan to Mrs. Hobson, May 15, 1916, 
Hobson Papers; Montgomery .Advertiser, May 11, 1916, p. 1.

146. Morgan to Mrs. Hobson, May 15, 1916, Hobson 
Papers ? Morgan to Hobson, September 26, 1916, Hobson Papers.

147. Morgan to Mrs. Hobson, May 15, 1916, Hobson -
Papers.

148. Morgan to Hobson (telegram). May 20, 1916, 
Hobson Papers; Hobson to Musgrove, undated (May 20, 1916?), 
Hobson Papers; Ernest Lacy to Hobson, July 14, 1916, Hobson 
Papers.
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or Senate, he never ran for office again

Hobson took action to secure payment from Musgrove 
for the campaign expenses. At first he considered legal . 
action, but it was finally agreed to allow Ernest H. Sher
rington, a high official of the Anti-Saloon League, to 
arbitrate the dispute. Hobson had a strong case. The 
evidence included a letter from Morgan testifying that 
Musgrove deliberately intercepted the letter, from Sherring
ton to Hobson, in which it was made clear that the League 
would not pay Hobson his salary and expenses while he was 
making his personal.. campaign for Songress . Hobson contended 
that Musgrove had assumed all financial responsibility when 
he intercepted and concealed the contents of the letter. 
Hobson asked for an award of $3,793.85, which would just

1 socover his salary and personal expenses for the campaign.

149. John B. Elliott and John B. Sarter to Hobson 
(telegram), July 9, 1926, Hobson Papersy William H. Neblett 
to Hobson (telegram), July 9, 1926, Hobson Papers; Mont
gomery Advertiser, September 13, 19 35, clipping in Hobson 
Papers.

150. Hobson to Ernest Lacy, July 21, 1916; Lacy 
to Hobson, July 26, 1916; Edgar L. Clarkson to Hobson, 
August 25, 1916, October 9, 1916, November 22, 1916, Decem
ber 25, 1916; Hobson to E. H. Cherrington, November 11, 
1916, November 23, 1916; 11a Grindell, Anti-Saloon League, 
to Hobson, November 29, 1916; Hobson to E. L. Clarkson, 
November 29, 1916; Cherrington to Hobson, December 1, 1916; 
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Hobson, "Memorandum Brief for the Alabama Campaign Arbi
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He mailed his statement and documents of evidence to the
151arbitrator at the end of November, 1916.. On December

27, in a burst of Christmas spirit, he requested that these
papers be sent to Musgrove. He wrote to Musgrove that he
found himself unable to fight - with his old friend;

This whole controversy seems unnatural. You cer
tainly must not have understood my position. . . .
I am writing to Cherrington to send you the brief 
. . .  that I sent him as Arbitrator. Look through 
the case yourself. You alone shall be the Arbi
trator .152

There is no evidence to show -that Mus grove ever reimbursed 
Hobson.

In early 1917, Hobson officially moved his residence 
from Alabama. He announced that he was moving to Chicago 
because he felt that the Midwest was the last bastion of 
the Wets, and that the ultimate victory for national prohi
bition would be won there. With headquarters in Chicago 
he would then be able to devote his full time to spreading 
the prohibition gospel through the Midwest, as a speaker 
for the Anti-Saloon League.153

151. Hobson to Cherrington,.November 23, 1916, 
Hobson Papers; Cherrington to Hobson, December 1, 1916, 
Hobson Papers.

152. Hobson to Musgrove, December 27, 1916, Hobson
Papers.

153. Ibid.; Hobson to Phil Painter, December 28,
1916, Hobson P a p e r s Montgomery" Journal, December 30 , 1916, 
clipping in Hobson Paper's. ■
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Although Hobson had been defeated in the 1916

primary, the general elections in November brought the
promise of victory for his prohibition amendment. Wayne
Wheeler, the League's attorney, later described the scene
at League headquarters:

On election night the lights burned late in our 
Washington office. . » . We knew late election
night that we had won» Many hours before the coun
try knew whether.Hughes or Wilson had triumphed, 
the dry workers throughout the nation were cele
brating our victory„ We knew that the Prohibition 
Amendment would be submitted to the states by theCongress just elected.154

The confidence of the prohibitionists was not misplaced.
On August 1, 1917, the Senate passed the prohibition reso
lution, sixty-five to twenty. The House concurred, on 
December 17, 1917, by a vote of 282 to 128, and the amend
ment went to the states for ratification. An important 
change in the wording of the amendment was made in the 
Senate. Hobson's version of the measure had carefully 
specified that prohibition should apply only to alcoholic 
beverages destined to be sold. The intent was to avoid 
sumptuary legislation. The amendment sent to the states, 
however, did not contain this significant q u a l i f i c a t i o n . 1^5 

It stated:
After one year from the ratification of this article 
the manufacture, sale, or transportation of

154. New York Times, March 30, 1926, 27:3.
155. Odegard, Pressure Politics, pp. 159, 172, 174.
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intoxicating liquors within, the importation there
of into, or the exportation thereof from the United 
States and all territory subject to the jurisdiction 
thereof for beverage purposes is hereby prohibited.156

Thus, even personal manufacture and use of alcohol was 
prohibited, and the way was opened for the abuse of personal 
liberties guranteed elsewhere in the Constitution. The 
Hobson Amendment would have been less offensive to the Wets, 
but whether it would, have avoided the travesty of enforce
ment met by the amendment which passed is a moot point. 
Hobson himself recognized that total prohibition was an 
impossible goal for the present, and that there would be 
illegal traffic in liquor. That is why he advocated an 
intensive and continuing program of alcohol, education to 
teach young people of the dangers of alcohol. Within a

f
generation or two, he believed, a thorough education pro
gram, combined.with prohibition, would result in a sober 
nation.

Ratification of the amendment was amazingly quick.
In less than thirteen months the necessary thirty-six states 
had ratified. Within one more month every state had rati
fied but three: New Jersey, Rhode Island, and Connecticut.

156. U. S., Congressional Record, 65th Cong., 2nd 
Sess., 1917, LVI, Pt. 1, 423.

157. Hobson, Alcohol and the Human Race, pp. 196™
205.



In 1922 New Jersey' ratified. The Anti-Saloon League,
Hobson, and other prohibitionists seemed to have done their 
work well. The example of wartime prohibition in Europe, 
as well as the popular association of beer-drinking with 
Germanya concept encouraged by prohibitionists, helped 
also by making prohibition a patriotic measure.

Hobson's efforts on behalf of national prohibition 
had been successful. His efforts to remain in Congress 
had failed. But there was little connection between his 
fight for prohibition and his failure at the polls. His 
defeat by Underwood in 1914 had been the result of other 
issues and of unforeseen events. And his defeat by William 
Bankhead in 1916 had been due to the lack of support from 
the Anti-Saloon League, and to other causes. Prohibition, 
in fact, was at the high tide of its popularity during 
these years just before its enactment. Hobson had always 
maintained that a continuing program of education was as 
important as prohibition in achieving a complete victory 
over alcohol. With the ratification of the Eighteenth 
Amendment only half the job of making the nation sober had 
been accomplished. , Hobson now looked forward to the task 
of continuing to educate the country to the persistent 
evils of "the great destroyer."

158. Odegard, Pressure Politics, pp. 174-176 .



CHAPTER 6

LAST YEARS

In the 19 201s and 19 30!s Hobson formed various or
ganizations through which he hoped to promote such causes as 
public health, morals, and patriotism. In 1921 he left the 
Anti-Saloon League and founded the American Alcohol Educa
tion Association. He organized the International Narcotic 
Education Association in 1923, and the World Conference on 
Narcotic Education in 1926. The World Narcotic Defense 
Association followed in 1927, and in 1935 he established the 
Constitutional Democracy Association.^

His faith in the power of education remained undimi
nished, and he hoped that the federal government would 
assume an important educational role. One of his most per
sistent proposals was a bill for a federal department of 
applied education, which he hoped would "apply the power of 
education to the treatment of social ills, to the develop
ment of social strength and integrity, and to the promotion

1. Hobson to E. H. Cherrington, December 4, 1922, 
Hobson Papers; Walter E. Pittman, "Richmond P. Hobson, 
Crusader" (unpublished doctoral dissertation, University 
of Georgia, 1968), pp. 168, 173-174, 175, 193-194.
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of social progress and w e l l - being,The  plan provided for 
several bureaus to be established within the department, 
These included bureaus to deal with problems of alcohol and 
narcoticsr crime, unemployment, and public health„̂

In 19 30, while putting her husband's papers in 
order, Mrs, Hobson discovered that he had never been awarded 
the Congressional Medal of Honor for his heroism during the 
Spanish-American War, This fact puzzled her because the 
enlisted men who had accompanied Hobson on the Merrimac 
had each been awarded the medal. She wrote to the Navy 
Department and learned that the medal was not authorized 
to be awarded to naval officer's until, the original law had 
been modified in 1915, Since that date, naval officers "were 
also eligible for the medal, Hobson, in 189 8, had been 
awarded the Specially Meritorious Medal,  ̂ A movement soon 
developed in Congress to award the Medal of Honor to Hob
son, and in 1933 it was authorized by an act of Congress„̂

2. Hobson, "A Bill to Create a New Executive 
Department of Applied Education," handwritten draft, 1937, 
Hobson Papers. Hobson had advocated such a department as 
early as 1933. See Hobson to E. J. Liebold, General Secre
tary to Henry Ford, July 13, 1933, Hobson Papers.

3. Hobson to E. J. Liebold, July 13, 19 33, HObson 
Papers. '

4. Mrs. Hobson to Secretary of the Navy, March 14, 
1930, Hobson Papers; Ernest Lee Jahneke, Acting Secretary 
of the Navy, to Mrs. Hobson, April 5, 1930, Hobson Papers,

5. New York Times, February 10, 1933, 19:2,
February 15, 19 33, 19:2.
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At the same time a movement was going forward to obtain for 
Hobson a pension which had been denied him when he had re
signed his commission in 1903„ The evidence leading to his 
resignation was once again studied in Congressional Commit
tees. Representative John Bankhead had been instrumental in 
defeating the retirement bill in 1902 and 190 3. But in 1934 
his son. Speaker William Bankhead, supported the measure.
On June 2, 19 34, the thirty-sixth anniversary of the sinking 
of the Merrimac,. Congress unanimously broke a precedent by 
reinstating a naval officer who had resigned. The act pro
vided for Hobson's reinstatement as a Rear Admiral, and his 
immediate retirement in that grade with a pension.̂

During the 1920's Hobson lived in Los Angeles, 
California, and during the 1930's he lived in New York City. 
On March 16, 1937, he died suddenly of a heart attack while
preparing to leave for his office. He had just arranged

7to meet his wife for lunch., and then had collapsed. Two 
days later funeral services were held at Fort Meyer, near 
Arlington National Cemetery, just outside Washington, D . C.

6. U. S. Congress, House, Naval Affairs Committee, 
Hearings on Sundry Legislation Affecting Naval Establish
ment , 1933-34, 73rd Cong., 1st and 2nd Sess., pp. 1579-1614 
(hearing on H. R. 9221, to authorize the appointment and 
retirement of Richmond Pearson Hobson in the grade of Rear 
Admiral in the Navy, May 4, 1934) , pp. 1579-1614;: New York 
Times, June 10, 1934, Sec. VIII, 5:1.

7. Lucia Hobson Stokes.to author, March 31, 1969, 
and April 13, 1969; New York Times, March 17, 19 37, 25:1.
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Among the mourners was the Cuban Ambassador, remembering 
Cuba's debt to the hero of the^Merrimac. Speaker of the 
House William Brockman Bankhead and other Alabama Congress
men were also present. Bankhead represented the powerful 
Democratic party machine of Alabama, against which Hobson 
had fought for many years. Following the services f the 
flag-draped coffin was carried on a black horse-drawn 
caisson to the gravesite. The site was near the top of a . 
hill, just below the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, and over
looked Washington. The honor guard fired thirteen times in 
a final salute.® "It was not sad like a funeral," his widow 
later remarked, "but like some great triumphal procession.

Hobson's accomplishments during the Progressive Era 
were considerable. He was principally concerned with two 
unrelated reforms which he believed would make the United 
States a stronger nation and protect it from foreign domina^ 
tion. Prohibition, he believed, would make the nation 
strong by uplifting its citizens physically, morally, and 
spiritually. Construction of the largest navy in the world 
would ensure the preservation of American independence and 
the continuation of its economic growth. Both of these

8. Washington Post, March 19, 1937, p. 12; 
Washington' Evening Star, p. B-7; personal observation of 
the gravesite by the author. ■

9. Mrs. Hobson to Raymond Mage, July 14, 1937, 
Hobson Papers.
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goals were being rapidly approached at the time Hobson left 
Congress? and were substantially realized within a few 
years after that. These two reforms, strengthening America 
from.within and protecting it from without? were Hobson's 
principal contributions to his country.

The threat of war with a foreign power seemed to 
Hobson as ominous for the welfare of the United States as 
did the threat of alcohol. And as he offered a solution 
to social and economic ills in the form of prohibition? so 
he also offered a solution for the problem of national de
fense in the form of sea power, Hobson felt that the main
tenance of peace was essential to the welfare and progress 
of the United States„ International congresses and parlia
ments would, help promote the spirit of peace, he believed? 
but the condition of peace could only be maintained, by the 
threat of military power. The great nations of Europe and 
Asia were separated from the United States by. vast oceans ? 
and it seemed clear to Hobson that America's security de
pended on possessing a great navy. His. career in the navy 
as a naval constructor had provided him with a unique op
portunity to study the navies of the world and the most 
recent technological advances in weapons and ships, He was 
also an avid student of international relations. His 
studies led him? as early as 1895? to write his prophetic 
article? "A Summary of the Situation and Outlook in Europe?"
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in which he described the conditions which were leading 
Europe into war. ^  After resigning from the navy in 1903, 
he traveled across the country, lecturing on the greatness 
of America and the need for a larger navy. As soon as he 
was elected to Congress in 19 06 he laid the groundwork for 
his appointment to the House Naval Affairs Committee. He 
quickly became the leader of the large navy advocates in the 
House. He worked closely with President Roosevelt to secure 
the substantially increased naval appropriation of 1908..
The success of that legislation was aided by the Japanese 
war scare. But with the passing of that threat by the end 
of 1908, Hobson had a much more difficult time during the 
following years in obtaining acceptance of his large-navy 
views. Still, the annual appropriations climbed while he 
was in Congress. He was instrumental in obtaining passage 
of the bill establishing the office of Chief of Naval 
Operations, which provided fOr coordination of all naval 
activities. His plan for a Council of National Defense, 
coordinating the planning of military leaders with that of 
the legislative and executive branches of the government, 
was finally adopted in a diluted form after Hobson had left 
Congress. America's rapid mobilization in 1917 and 1918 was 
made possible in large measure by these efforts which Hobson

10. Hobson, "A Summary of the Situation, and ..Outlook, 
in Europe," Proceedings of the United States Naval Insti
tute, XXI (189 5") , 349-385.



had made over a period of many years And these he had 
made in the face of formidable opposition„

The prohibition cause was the other major reform 
for which Hobson fought. He eventually became convinced 
that it was the most fundamental of all reforms. He devoted 
more time to it than to any other progressive issue, and 
became its most outstanding advocate in Congress. Outside 
of Congressf he was a leading speaker in its behalf. In 
supporting this measure he and other prohibitionists 
achieved success with the passage of the Eighteenth Amend
ment to the Constitution. As Hobson regarded prohibition 
as only a halfway house on the road to complete national 
abstinence, he continued throughout the 19 20's and 19 30’s 
to wage a campaign of educating the youth to the perils of 
alcohol.

As a progressive politician in Congress, Hobson 
helped enact other•important reforms as well. He spoke 
and worked for such progressive measures as railroad regu
lation, trust regulation, tariff reduction, improvement of 
working conditions for labor, a graduated income tax, 
popular election of the President and Senators, women's 
suffrage, federal support for education and highway con
struction, and other less important measures. His work for 
such legislation was motivated by his belief in the evolu
tionary progress of man toward a more noble and enlightened
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species r and by his conviction that the government was the
most suitable agent by which mankind itself could guide and
speed this process.

Speaking of Charles Lindbergh in 1933, Hobson stated
that "one of the basic evils of hero worship is its effect

11on a private career^" He was apparently thinking not only 
of Lindbergh's personal tragedy, but also of the distorted 
publicity and the many instances when his own record of 
heroism was used against him by politicians and others.
This often occurred in attempts to condemn his aspirations 
and belittle his achievements in any field outside his 
duties' in the navy. And yet without his great fame as a 
military hero, it is doubtful that he would have had any 
career other than that as a naval constructor, and he 
probably would have lived a relatively obscure life in 
the navy.

As a Congressman, Hobson was once described as "the
nervous, impulsive, quick-moving, dramatic guerrilla fighter

1 2for causes, rather than the routine worker for results."
This description may have been close to the truth concerning 
his conduct on the floor of Congress, but the author did not 
mention the patient industry with which Hobson studied the

11. Washington Post, March 17, 1937, p. 1.
12. "Choice in Hobsons," Nation, C (March 11,

1915),286.
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issues and drafted bills, or the amount of time he spent in 
committee work. His method consisted of preparing his posi
tion carefully, then presenting his case as forcefully and 
dramatically as possible. As he himself described it during 
.the 190 4 primary campaign: "It is my intention to study out
these great questions, and then when I make up my mind after 
careful investigation, I will do what is right if the 
heavens fall.""^ His careful work is evident in the annual 
naval appropriation bills, in #ie bill for a Chief of Naval 
Operations, in the bill for a Council of National Defense, 
and elsewhere. But his oratorical spectaculafism, which 
was so effective outside Congress, drew attention away from 
his routine work. And he was also, of course, concerned 
with achieving successful results. When he warned of dis
aster if the United States did not enlarge its navy, he did 
not sit back to watch his prophecy come true. He worked, 
routinely and assiduously, to help the country avoid that 
disaster. The same is true of his work for prohibition and 
the other reforms he advocated. He consistently tried to 
lead the nation in preparing itself against the danger's he 
believed threatened it. The war with Japan, which he had 
predicted would arise from friction in the Pacific, finally 
came less than five year is after his death. On the other 
hand, the social and economic evils from alcohol never

13. Birmingham Age-He.raid, March 1,190 4, p. 1.
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developed to the extent he had feared. Yet if some of his 
forebodings were eventually realized, it was never through 
lack of preventive effort on his part.

Hobson's failure to achieve greater success as a 
politician was largely due to his independence and lack of 
party loyalty. Some of the causes' for which he strove were 
so vital to the nation, he believed, that they should not 
be considered party issues. He was thus often at odds 
with the leaders of his own party. Moreover, he seemed 
to possess an inability to work closely with others. This 
quality was simply another aspect of his powerful desire 
for individual recognition. The inability to work with 
others, and his determination to stand alone, are discern- 
able throughout his life. Even before he went to Annapolis 
he demonstrated a remarkable zeal and ability to stand first 
in everything he undertook. At the Naval Academy, his 
efforts resulted in his being ostracized for two of the 
four years he was there. He then went on to graduate first 
in his class. His years in the navy were marked by his 
repeated efforts to win recognition for himself, and to 
break out of the routine and anonymous mode of life which 
had closed around him. These efforts were spectacularly 
rewarded in 189 8 at Santiago Harbor. Several years later 
he resigned from the navy and embarked on a career as an 
orator. It was a one-man show. Once he was in Congress,



he worked essentially alone. He apparently did not attempt' 
to win adherents among Congressmen for his reform proposals 
by meeting with them privately. Instead he chose to win 
followers by making dramatic and sometimes surprising 
speeches on the floor of the House and elsewhere. This 
parliamentary technique made him unpopular with many of 
his colleagues. Perhaps the person with whom he worked 
most closely during those years was L. B„ Musgrove, his 
campaign manager. Yet their association ended in 1916 when 
Musgrove deceived him, and turned away from him. It could 
not have been a very satisfactory working arrangement to 
have led to such an end. Hobson then chafed under the 
supervision of the Anti-Saloon League for several years, 
and finally broke with it in 1921. He went on to found his 
own organizations, and to head them himself. In so doing 
he finally freed himself forever of having to work in har
ness with anyone. Perhaps it was also a case of his putting 
principles ahead of people in his work. Courage, duty, 
honor, patriotism--these principles were not just words to 
him, but were the constant and unchanging guide for his 
conduct. He may have felt he could find no finer co-workers 
than these.

Despite his apparent incapacity to work closely 
with others, Hobson seemed to have no difficulty in getting 
along with people on a social, basis. He was apparently a
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very personable and sociable man. But he kept his social
life strictly separated from his work„ If he could have
found a way to mix them wisely he might have achieved more
than he did. He seems to have had a great many close
friends during his lifetime. Sumner Kittellef the only
cadet who stood by him throughout his four years at
Annapolis, remained a lifelong friend, and was one of the

14pallbearers at his funeral. The details of Hobson's 
personal life are not relevant to this study. Yet perhaps 
it might be said that his family was always very close to 
him, and his many personal letters show that he was very 
devoted to his wife and children. Apparently the only time 
family harmony was strained was in 1916 when Hobson's wife 
urged him to leave politics.

Hobson was a man of great vision. He foresaw the 
wars of the twentieth centuryf the absorption of Eastern 
and part of Central Europe by Russia, and the eventual world 
dominance of the United States. He predicted the increasing 
concern of government in the field of social welfare. He 
warned the nation of its perils, and labored to keep it 
safe. He never shrank from a battle, and always went in 
under the heaviest guns of his opponents, as he had done 
on the Merrfmac at Santiago Harbor. He did this because

14. ' W ashlngtoh Post, March 19, 1937, p. 12.
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he believed that men do their "best work under stress.
His last fight was against President Franklin Roosevelt's 
proposal to pack the Supreme C o u r t . H i s  constant concern 
was with the welfare of his fellow man and the greatness of 
his country. He willingly offered to sacrifice his life 
for these principles in 189 8. When he survived, he dedi
cated the rest of his life to their service.

15. Columbus [Georgia] Ledger, October 10, 1906, 
clipping in Hobson Papers.

16. ' New York Times, March 17, 1937, 25:1.
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