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ST - ABSTRACT

Timothy Leary has contributed an impbrtant body of theory. Its'.
sources are both empiricaT'and subjective. -~ It.1is. analytical, preSériptive,
ahd predictive. It is theological, philosophical, social, po]ftical, and
psychological. Contained within it is a theory of revolution. |

Leary advocates and predicts a revolution of consciousness in
wﬁich psychedelic chemicals wi11 serve as the catalyst. He argues that
there are hierafchica] states of consciousness, and that there is a
~ specific chemical triggér to produce each. ’

He lists the crimes of the existing political order, and qontends'
that a révo]ﬂtion is both justified and nécessary. He calls férirevo-
lution not through confrontation nor throdgh any‘other form of political
.action, but through an individual change of consciousness.: |

Leary argues that L.S.D., mesqa]iné, and psilocybin, when pro-
perly employed can produce a state of consciousness which includes a
temporary suspehsion of the results of the conditioning process, allowing
the subject to experience himée]f and his relation to his envfronment from
a different perspective. :Thus freed‘from conditioning, man can choose his
own vé]ueé and hi§ own life style.

Leary argues thatfthe subjective quality and value of the
psychedelic. experience are dependent upon two external variables. They
are the set, or state of mind of the subject, and the physical and
psychological setting‘within which the experience takes place;

v



- vi

This sought after state of cqnsciousness has been highly prized
by men for mf11enia, It is.essentially unitive, a vision of oneness, of
the inseparability of things and events in the world. Leary calls the
attaihmentvbf,this state of mind a religious experience, and claims that
it can be produced by a sufficient dosage of a psychedelic chemical when
ingested by a prepared-and psychotogically open subjeét in a comfortable
éetting and in a supportive atmosphere provided by oﬁe or a few peop1e
- whom the subject knows and trusts. Learyrca1is for an individqal-moraT,'
theological, and philosophical regeneration which wf11 have as ité end
result the transcendence of the status quo in a~non-violeﬁt_re]igious and
political revolution. ‘

Leary predicted that these chemicals would be widely used, but
his assumption that they would be used correctly and therefore have the
desired effect is naive. He is more a proselyte for a new religion than

a systematic political theorist. Yet his thedry is valuable not only for
the insights it providés into cdnsciodsneés and the defects of the
.existing social and political order, but g]so because it is a serious
attempt to confront the issue of chemically and e]ectronica}]yAproduced

consciousness alteration and control.



--."Losb Chord, London Records, Inc., #18017.

CHAPTER I. LEARY AND REVOLUTIONV.

"Timothy Leary's dead Oﬁ ‘ﬁo He's outéiae-Tookihg 'in,,‘.‘.l

Any Lheory of revolut1on which attempts to justify and/or
b'advocate either the success or fa11ure of a revo]utlonary novementv1s a
- normative theory. As such it is informed by a commitment to certain,
values. The aoncacy of revolution implies a commitment to a set of
values viewed as insufffcieht]y realized in the existing society.

It is obvious.that the values of individuals are in conflict not
only with those of others, but'with competingAand incompatible values
which they -themselves hold. If‘éh'individual values stability and

equality simultaneously, and comes to realize that 1nequa1ity>exists in
lhis society and cannot be eradicated in .the absenée of gross change‘in
existinglinstitutions,-he must somehow decide on his pfioritiespr Revoé
Tution is always undesirable to those individuals and societies which place
~ a premium on stability. On the other hand, goals such as justice, equality,
aﬁd happiness may demand revo]ufibnary changé°
 Advocates of revolution have consistently based their appeal on

5ome notion of justfce or equa]ity,' Men revq?t to improve their condition.
fhere 55 always the promise of a better life in albetter world. As Crane
Brinton suggests, o
It is...the expression of (such) ideas, rather than particular -

1deas~~wh1ch may vary enormously in different revolutions--that
makes the uniformity. We f1nd that ideas are always a part of

The Moody BTues,"Legeﬂd of a Mind" on the album In Search of the

1



 the revolutionary situation, and we are quite content to let it
go at that. No ideas, no revolution.. This does not mean that
ideas cause revolutions, or that the best way to prevent revo-
lutions is to censor ideas.2
Revolutions happen, then, in part because of what happens.in men's
- minds, A change of 1deas, either about what is possible or about waht is
tolerable, occurs in coﬁjunction with various types of.revoiutionary '
movements. | 7 7 |
Many revolutionists have called for such a change.. Timothy Leary
advocates a revolution, not of idéas, but of thfnkingg He is calling for
a change of consciousness in a more profound sense than merely urging men
to recognize the abuses and shortcomings of a particular gerrnment.»,He
~ demands, instead, an individual moral regeneration.
| The empirical study of revolutions was initiated by Aristot]e;
who was primarily interested in accumulating knowledge about their causes
| that might'befput to use in theveffort to prevent their occurence.
Aristotle contended that there were two primary causes of revo-
1Qtion; The first is a set of psychological motives, what he calls "the
state of mind which leads to sedition." For Aristotle, revolution
begins in minds of men, atileast in the sense that, regardiess of cir-
cumstances, revolutions do not occur until those circumstarnces are
| percefved; iﬁterpreted, and judged by individuals. Révo]utions,‘he
argues, ére never motivated simply by a desire for material gain, but

always in the name of some notion of justice.

2Crane Brinton. Anatomy of Revolution. (New York: Random House,
1938), p. 52. '

- 3Aristot?e;.*The Politics of Aristotle. Edited and trans?ated-by
‘Ernest Barker. (London, Oxford & New York: Oxford University Press, 1970),
. p. 207. : ‘ ' : o




3
The second general cause of revofution is the set of immediéte'
“objects in view. Objects such as material gain, imp%oved status, etc.,
'spring frdm universaY}drives which Aristotle imputed to men.
These‘psychologica? and material motives combine and reinforce.
~ one another wheﬁ there is an foccasion;which serves to stqrtlpoliticai
" disturbance and mutual dissension."% A |
‘One of his most important observaiiohs about the causes of revo-
lution was thét they often spring from a desire for equality. For
~ revolution to occur, there must be not only a social inequality, but also
a recognition and a rejection of.this situation on the parf of potential
| revolutionary recruits. ' B |
| Ariétotie was-an‘observer and an analyst of revolution, not an
advdcate.> His observation that revoiutidns can be caused by a desire-%ow
: :equality has stood quite well the test\of the intervening centuriése As -
James C. Davies has written: "Whether the 1angﬁagé was Lutheran,
Wesleyan, Calvinistic, Jeffersonian, Roﬁsgéauan or Marxian, the frus-
trated éxpectation of equality has been a major factor in all major revo-
'1utionary upheavals since Luther posted his Ninety-Five Theses on the
~ Wittenburg church door. Indeed since Tong before that."d
The conditions under which. men Tive are contrasted with the de-
scription of some - ideal or with a vision .of an'improved condition which-is
"' 'a’t:ta'fnab'i_e° And, as Brinton pointé out, "what differentiates this ideal -

world of our revolutionaries from the better world as conceived by more.

A1pid.

P

SJames C. Davies, {ed.). When Men Revolt and Why. (New York:
Free Press, 1971}, p. 7. T ' S



pedestrian persons is a flaming sense of the immediacy of.the ideal, a
feeling that there is something in all men better than their present faté, -
and a conyiction that what.iss‘not only ought not, but need not be, "0
EighteEnth century natural rights--social contract theory pro-
vides an elaborate justification for resistance to established ru1é,'
Jefférson asserted in the Declaration of Independence that equality among
men is a self-evident truth, that is, a se1f—va1idating value. Govern-
ments ére conveniiona], established by men to perform certain functions.

Foremost among these is the protection of the natural rights of indi-

yiduals. The people are sovereign; the government their agent. Whenever

a government becomes destructive of the ends it was designed to bromoteg
the peop1e may exercise their natural right of re&o]ution. |

Revolution here proceeds from a state of éonécious recognition of
the fai1ure of the government to fulfill its contractual obligation. It
is}justified by an appeal to higher law- principles. And, as Brinton says,
“In England, America, and France,'the essential princip]e to which men
appealed -against present conditions was natﬁre, with its clear and simple
ul ‘

laws.

Psycho?ogical‘motives, said Aristotle, operate in tandem with

' 'éppéa1s to individual self-interest to motivate revolutions. And so they

did in the American Revolution. Thomas Paine, in the important and

influential tract, Common Sense,8 combines his philosophical argument

6Brinton, op. cit., p. 49.
71bid., p. 50.

8Th0mas Paine. . Common Sense and other Political Writings. (New

" York: Liberal Arts Press, 1953.)



Qith a forthright defense of revoiutioh by'an appeal to the material self-
interest of the colenists. This combination of motives, when an occasion
‘pises to act on them, and there is an immediate proépect of success,
“results in revolution. N |

Iﬁ ﬁhe French Revolution, the desire to improve the material
condition of the masses combined wifh the ‘attitudes of mind' expressed
' by the cry of Liberty, Equality. and Fraternity.

For Marx, there is no need to juétify the proletarian revolution
because he regards it as inevitable. The revolution will occur when the
. proletariat attains class consciousness. The recognition of their con- .
~ dition on the part of'thé proietariat‘wiTi occur inevitably and sponta-
neously when their material condition deteriorates to the point of
.~threatening their'surviva?é ‘A

The Marxist revolution is decreed.by history, and occurs in
accordance with what he fegarded as a set of scientﬁfic principles. Tﬁe‘
result of this revolution will be not only an improved material con-
dition, but the final demise of the classVSﬁruggie, the attainment of
equality. This is not a revolution to overthrow a particular government
but td end government -altogether. The state, in Mark's view ié a tool of
oppression, an instrument of the ruling class. When there are no more
classes, the'state will dissolve.

Herbert Mércuse,is amang'thé most influential contemporary revo-
lutionary theorists. For hfm, as for Marx, the goaf of the revolution is
the Tiberation of man. Mavcuse envisions not only liberation from the

imposed needs and cbligations forced on the individual by advanced



e ihdustria1 society; Eut'a1so-1ib¢ration from the struggie to survive.
Freed from these restraints, man can then also liberate himseTf-from-:
internal repressions and neuroses. 7 | 7

This revelutidn.awaits, according td Marcuse, only for the demise,_
or rather transcendence, of a state of mind which he calls False'coﬁn
sciousness. By the term he refers to the artificial needs and values
imposed upon the people by the estab]ished system and their resd]tant

, biind Toyalty to it. Such a prevalent state of mind combined with the
repfessive apparatus available to the state make revolution virtually
impossible and opposition ineffective. |

" Marcuse points out that the conditions do not obtain in advanced
industrial society for a Marxist revélution° Marx had not foreseen ﬁhe-

- extent of the ihtegration of the_wo%king class into the economy. Marcuse
observes that the labor unions are entrenched bastions of bureaucratic
ccnéervatism and system defense.

| If a state of true consciousness should dawn on a sufficient
number of individuals, then, presumably, a_revo1utionary situation w6u1d
ékist. The problem remains one of changing men's minds. véonscioushéss
precedes action. Marcuse is not very helpful in providing a blueprint,
not:of postwrevclutionary society, as is often demanded, but of the

'Arev01utibn itse]f.-:Revo1ution is desirab1e, even necessary, he says. It
canﬁot"succeed except through the use of violence. But a Qio?ent revo-
lﬁtion currently holds out virtually no prospect ofvsuccesé, and would,
in Fact, be suicidal. Furthermore, there is a contradiction implicit in

_ Marcuse‘s approval of the_use of vioTéhce'sihce'hé'aiso a?gaes that the

revolution should be conducted in accordance with the values which are to



’ prevail and'beceme instftutiona1ized in the post-revolutionary society.
The aim of the revoiution heladvocatesvis to create a society in which
non-violent vevolution would be possible. Yet it may be argued, as
Huxley does, that the means determine the ends.”

: This-is'the view aécepted'by Charles Reich and some other

theorists often referred to as cultural revolutionaries. In his book,

The Greening of‘America,IO Reich argues in a vein which in some respects
'reéa}Ts Marx. The structure of what Reich calls the Corparaté State
contains within it the seeds of its own destruction, or more accurately,
its own transcendence. . | N

| Reich introduces the notion of three hierarchical states of con-
» sciousnéss, designated as Consciousness I, II, and III. Reich describes

these states of consciousness and points out that he is not saying that
they aﬁe puré.forms and therefoﬁe mutuaiiy exclusive. They are, rather,
génerai orientations toward particuiar'an&~vague1y definable sets of |
values and beliefs. | »

The conditions imposed on 1ﬁdiv?duais‘by the Corporate State
combine to render a transcendence of Consciousness II both desirable and
quite Tikely. Reich is ektreme]y sanQUipe about the prospect of mass
consciousness chénge, espécia11y among the young.

As Reicﬁ sees it, the structure of deception, hypocrisy, and
repression wﬁi;h is the Corporate State will collapse under its own
Weight. ‘Conscioushess I1T will prevail and the reVolution will Haye |

taken place without firing a single shot. A1l that is necessary is that

: _ 9Cf° Aldous Huxley. Ends and Means. (New York: Harper &
Brothers, 1937). ‘ :

: EOﬁhar?es Reich. The Greening of America. (New York: Random
House, 1970). , o '

.



there be Conscfousness ITI iﬁdi?iduaTs-and they Tive out their lives 15
accordance with this vision. | _
vTo say that this theory forecasts a révo?ution~on the basis 6f‘~-
consciousness change alone would be misleading. It occurs and may be
defined by the actions of indiyiduais which spring from this state of
cbnsciousness, It is finally specious to talk abbut either cultural or
potitical revolution as though they were separate-and exclusive types.

In fact, these concepts seem ﬁo merge into one another with no clear-cut
11 |

distinction between them.

The question is rather, one of emphasis or focus. The revolution
which Reich foresezes will not be brought about primarily by political
action, not by competing in the struggle for power according to the ruieg
formulated and supported by the current poiiticé? system, but by actions
Qutside of what we generai?y think of as the political arenéa |

| Timothy Leary has formulated a theory of revolution which may, in

thisfsense,'be termed -non-political. Its focus is on consciousness change
and behavior of a non-political sort.resuitant from ftc He argues that,
in an immediate sense, all that is necessary for the revolution to take
place is that there be a sufficient number of individuals who become
committed to an oppositional world view and act out that vision. It is
'not'necessary,»in_his view, that there be prior institutional change io
propagate the new consciousness. |

Leary's view, like that of Reich, is that the existing‘conditions

in society will generate the transformation of consciousness. Leary, at

355@? a general discussion of this merging phencmenon, or Inter-
mediateness, see Charles Fort. The Book of the Damned. (New York:
" Henry Holt and Co., 1941), ‘




9
one point expresses the notion that the revolution is inevitab1ekg%Ven the
déveiaﬁments in the fields of physics,'eiectroniC'and instantanecus global
communicaiions, and the mindwaitéring potential of the psychede?icsozz

The goal of the revolution which Leary advocates is alse non- §

- political, or ultra-political. As for Marx, Marcuse, and Reich, the - |
revolution is to produce a new man in a new wor?é, not simply to alter
existing political forms.

The quality of the consciousness change-which Leary advocates is
- not concerned merely wiﬁh a change of values or.an aTteration of their
relative rankings. What he seeks is a change in the individual's basic
self-concept and consequently in his view of his relationship to his
environment. ,

| Leary is not/just a revolutionary theorist; he'is_a tactician as
weTl.: He prescribes certain specific activities which, he argues, can
result in the desired conscicusness transformation.

His theory 1is prescriptive, 0% perhaps messianic. What he calls
for‘ié'a kind of conversion ahd'morai regeneration. He refers to this
event as a religious renaissance. In his view, this spiritual renewal is
.the alternative to destruction. 'There is ample support for this coﬁ=
tention. Arnold Toynbee, for example, has recently written: “How can we
arriye at.a'Taéting.peace? For a true and 1astihg‘peace, a religidus

revolution is, I am sure, a sine qua non...I think this is the only key

12Timothy Leary. Politics of Ecstasy. (New York: G.P. Putnam's
Sons, 1965), p. 250. o
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to peace, but we are very far from picking up this key aﬁd'using it, ahd,
until we do, the suryival of the human race will continue to be 1n '
doabt n13
Theré seems to be a great deal of agreement on the point that man
is approaching a crisis situation. Leary's theory is an attempt to come -
to grips with what he'regards_as the fundameﬂta1vneed for mass con- -
- sciousness-change. ': | .

If it is ag%eed,~as well, that consciousness can be enhanced,
diminished, or at any rate, altered in some way through electrical
stimulation or the ingestion of chemical substances, ﬁhe impifcations of
such a situation9 the potential both for the use and abuse of these |
- techniques, becomes épparent and critically important. If the potential
to alter behavior in this way exists, it is qdite‘}ike?y that there will
be individuals and groups anxiqus to employ such techniques to serve .
their own purposes. Whether electrica??y and chemically induced behavior
change is used in pursuit of eﬁds which are Tibertarian and humanitarian
or to serve the ends of those seeking power and control, the likelihood
'rehaiﬁs that they will be used. |

| Leary‘s‘theory'is cast in the context of such a poﬁentia?, and it
is an éttempi to confront this situation. His préscription of a non-
violent transcéndence.of current culture, a transéendence catalyzed by
the use. of psychedelic chemicals, is p%emised on the notion that man's...

“next evolutionary step is going to come through these two means, both of

10Avno?d Toynbeeb; "Is Religion Superf!uous7“ Inte11ectuai ngest,
CII, No 4 (December, 1971), 60.
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A. théh ihVQ1ve greater knowledge, greatew”cdntrOT, greater use and
' :app1icati6n of fhat major éortion of our brain which we are only dimly
awar-e."M |

i Envthe'last decéde? Timothy Leary;s name has become recognizable |
Jto a wide épectrum of people. ‘He has become a public figure, wﬁich is to
say, he has been endowed by the media with an expectedly distorted imége°
The media characterization has been that of a drug-crazed lunatic, the
"guru of the drug cult." The production of this fmages regardless of
- what tfuth itvmay contain, haé relieved many people of the intellectual
responsibility of critica]iy examining his_ideas, : |

It is my contention that Leary haé éontriéuted an'important body

of theory. It's sources are both empirical and subjective. It is
' ana]ytica]s'prescriptive and predictive. It is theoiogicai, philosophical,
social, political, and psychological. Contained within it is a theory of
revolution. The purpose of this paper is to ekamine_that theory of
~ revolution, |
Leary was trained as a psychologist, receiving his Ph.D. from the
~University of Ca1if0wnia at Berkeley. -His first major positions were as -
~ Director of Psychological Research at the-Kéiser Foundation Hospita1 in
éak1and and as Assistant Professor at the University of California School
of Medicine in San Francisco. He then joined the faculty of Harvard. It
" was from this prestigious academic position that Leary first began to

broadcast his views on the nature of man and of human consciousness.

14 eary.  Politics of Ecstasy, op. cit., p. 250.
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The'e$$ence of Leary's public message could be reduced, as he
himself proclaimed, to a six-word slogan which he formulated and popu--
larized, "Turn on. Tune in. Drop out.” In his view, the slogan was-
~ simply a contemporary idiomatic rendering of "the ahcient message which
“the pﬁcphets héVe told you for. thousands of years, because the message
of God never changesa"]5
Leary's perception of his own public role in the cosmic drama was
as a messenger. He claimed to be saying nothing new, but merely para-
phrasing and passing on a message which is a core belief of many religious
traditions.
“This is the belief that it is necessary or desirable for a man to
-somehow transform his charactér from its present state to another one,
defined,ésjhigher. He is to attain grace, to become holy. In'a secular
sense, each age and class has had its notion of the ideal man; but these
‘notions are manifest1y products of particutar sets of social éircumstanceso
Yet, as Aldous Huxley pointed out:
A11 the ideals of human behavior formulated by those who have been
most successful in freeing themselves from the prejudices of their
~time and place are singularly alike ... For the Tast eighty or
ninety generations, substantial agreement (has existed) in regard
to the ideal individual ... The ideal man is the non-attached man.
Non-attached to his bodily sensations and Tusts. Non-attached to
his craving for power and possessions. Non-attached to the objects
of these various desires. Non-attached to his anger and hatred;.
non-attached to his exclusive loves. MNon-attached to wealth,
fame, social position ... Non-attachment to self and to what are

called "the things of this world" has always been associated in.
the teachings of the philosophers and founders of religions

5 L

. ] Timothy Leary. "The Speech that Never Was," Psychedelic

. Ecstasy. -William Marshall and Gitbert W. Taylor, eds. (HoTTywood:
WiTshire Book Company, 1968), p. 87. : :
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with attachment to an ultimate reality greater and more signif-=
icant than the self ... The ethic of non-attachment has a1ways
been correlated with cosmologies that affirm the existence of a
spiritual reality underlying the phenomenaT wor1d and 1mpawt1ng
to 1t whatever value or significance it possesses

Arnold Toynbee agrees that:

..man's fundamental problem is his human egocentricity ... and
the fact of death is enough to doom egocentricity to ultimate
failure. Human beings try to forget about it as much as they

. can, but any human being, at critical moments of his life, is
aware of the irony of his egocentricity, and the futility of
it confronts him and distresses him. Man can deliberately
com?%tlgis egocentricity, and perhaps he can partially overcome
S it.dos .

It is this ideal which Leary advocates and which he claims can be
successfully pursued through the yoga of psychedelic drugs. This pursuit
is a fe]igious quest. As Toynbee points out, "All the great historic

philosophies and religions have been concerned, first and foremost, with

the overcoming of egocentricity, Buddhism and Christianity and Islam and

Jddaism address themselves primarily to the individual human psyche or
soul.'<They all teach that egoceniricity can be conquered by Tove. 20
Leary may be accurately charactefized as a reTigibus theorist.
Yet the theory which he pfomu]gates challenges the va1idity of such a
character1zat1on Being inclusive, it is also exclusive. The theory
po1nts to the Tlimitations of language apparent in any effort to express

unity. Words are employed to designate things and events, to set them

16A1dous Huxley. Ends and Meahs, op. cith Pb» 3-4.

17see also Aldous Huxley. The PerennTal Ph11050phy (New York
and London: Harper and Brothers, 1945.)

18pprno1d Toynbee, op. cit., p. 59.

_ 195ee also Norman O. Brown. Life Aqafnst'Death: The Psycho-

Analtytical Meaning of History. (New York: Vintage, 1959.)
‘20Toynbee, op. cit., p. 59.



apart frqm one énother to suit the purposes of categOfization ahd éna1ysis;
s This utility is not,denied,.but the inherent defect of emphasizing _ |

vseparateneSS'étlﬁhexexpense of unity is pointed out. The notion of the
- final inseparability of form aﬁd energy is.a vision of cosﬁic unity which’
Leary‘shares with certain Eastern philosophic traditions, most notably
Buddhism, Zen, and Taoism. This cosmological vision,posits.a concept of
1 polar unity,"Since the notion of up can only ekist in éompany with the
'notionlof“dowhs-on with off, light with dark, and Tife with deéth,_etc,,
Leary argues that the unity and interdebendence of paired sets of polar
 oppos1tes'qonstitutes thevbasic design of the universe. Life and death,
for example, aré.viewed by Leary, as by Gautama, as.equally ii]usory when

seen in and of themselves. They are, rather, the inseparable polarities
| of a singular life-death process. | ;

| VIn Chapter II, I'wil1-examinerthe basic metqphysica] premises of
Leéry's theory 6f revolution. In his wfitings,.Leary has set forth
explicitly his_views on the nature‘of reaiity, of man, and of soéiety,
Included in this chapter is a discussion of Leary'svbasic philosophical
bremises and an ana1ysis»of his view of the structure and process of
consciousness. 7 ' |
Chapter III is an examination of fhe reasons which Leary set forth

to justify a revolution. The kind,of_revolution he is proposing and his
view of the importance of its outcome are discussed invthis chapter.
Leary;s "Declaration of Evolution" (see Appendix A) includes a specific
list of the crimeé committed by.thevestab1ished order which justify and

require its overthrow.2l

21Leary; Politics of Ecstasy, op. cit., pp. 362-365.
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The heart of any theory of revolution is its proposed technique.
A Thére may be ample reason for revoiution, and a proposed bTuep%int for the
construction of a post'revoTutionary soéiety; but without a method to
. dccomplish the'actuai‘transition from what is.to what ought to be, the
theofy would be wh011y deficient. Leary's plan of revo1utidna§y'action
is his theory of behaViof change. Chapter IV is an analysis of the
tactics and strategy of Leary's theory of fevoiution,
.‘ " Chapter V concerns the prescriptfve aspect of the theory. The
- ahcient nofmgtive_questions are asked and answered in the body of the
‘theory, How shqu?d man live? What is %he good 1life? The positions
which Leary fakes'on‘normative po]itica} issues are examined; Who should
-ru]e? What is the proper re]ationshfp between the individua?'and the |
 state? Leary wrote a “Constitution of Life" to serve as the basic

pdlitiCa1vdocumént of a proposed ideal state;zz'

It will be examined in
détéil in this chapter and is included in fu11-as Appendix B.

Leary began to formulate his theory in the summer of 1260. In
i the succeeding ten years, it was refined, amplified, and disseminéted.
Upon his éscape from the California Mens Penal CqTony,‘in the fall qf
'1970, he began to proclaim a fundamentalTy'conﬁradictdry message. This

‘paper 1is.concerned with'Leary's theory as it was publicly stated prior to

September,‘lQ?O°

221bid., pp. 366-368.



CHAPTER IT. THE METAPHYSICAL FRAMEWORK

"I am God o% Light...] am God of Lifeooe

I am God of Common Sense, I'm you,"!

The basic ontological, metaphysical, and epistemological premises
of Leary's'theory,havevai1 been made explicit. In his discussion of the
nature of reality, truth, knowledge, and man, Leary takes issue with the
thesis that there is a natuvalland fundamental dichotomy between science
and religion. They are, he'érgues, seeking answers to the same seven
questions. These questions, together with their-scientific and their
psychedelic answers, provide the empirical and the philosophic foun-
.dations of Leary's thought. ‘ | A
’. In Leary’s’theory of revolution, a‘basic contention is that LSD
. cén be employed as a sécrament to obtain a religious experience. He
defines a religious experience as "thé ecstatic, incontrovertibly certain,
- subjective discovery of answers to seven basic spiritual questions.“2
i His contention is that "those aspects of the psychedelic experience which

subjects report to be ineffable and-ecstaticalTy religious involve a

]Legry. Politics of Ecstasy, qp; cit., p. 35.
21hid., p. 19.
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;d1rect awareness of the energy processes which physicists and b1ochem1sts
'and phys1o]og1sts and neuro]oglsts and ijChO]OgTStS and psychiatrists
measure. u3,4 | A

The first quest1on is the "U1t1mate Power Quest1on°"5 How did it
beg1n? The ouest 1s to discover the bas1c energy processes, where and how
‘_they begeho The sc1ences wn1ch pursue answers to these quest1ons are
physics‘ehd astronomy. Leary ofteh exhibits a tendency to state as
unqualified fact assertions that are quite controversial. Hﬁs expression
is sometimes'more poetic than explanatory, and he seems impatient to get
the point accepfed and get on with the'argument° In thTs instahce9 he
simply states. that the most basic'energy we know of'Ts centered within the
nucleus OffthéVatom,..The'nucTeus.radiates:an electric field which holds
and controls the electrons which orbit around it. Here is: "Incredible
power and eompTexity operating at speeds and spatial dimensions which our
conceptuaT m1nds cannot reg1ster Ihfinite1y~sma11‘ yet puiseting outha%d
through enormous networks of. electrical forces--atom moTecuTe cell, |
planet, star, AT].forms danc1ng to theunuclear tunecsﬂ The sc1entif1c
~answers to the~u1£imate power questioh'areocOnstantTy.changingAin
accordance with the aocumoTatioh and interpretation of the-dépa of nuclear

phys1cs and astronomy In the empirical research studies of'fhe effects

3Ib1d ,p. 21.

. AFor a further discussion: of th1s point seé Robert E. Masters and
Jean)Houstono_ The Var1et1es of Psychede11c Exper1ence (New York DeTT
1966.

5Leary Politics of Ecsta_xﬁ Ap c1t,, p. 22

61b1d \ p 22,
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of psychedelic chemicals, there are,1iterél¥y thodsands of subjective -
accounts of ekperiencing awareness of this level of energy. The Tist of
those who teétify td the vaTidity of the experience includes poets,
mystics, phi?osophers; c?ergymen;'artists, and scientists,7 Sdbjeﬁts.
often report having entered the marrow of existence, becoming awa?e‘of
- pure energy, seeing ethrna? structures collapse into waye patterns.
Différent religious traditioné eﬁpfoy their own metaphors to label this
transcendent experience. Whether it is called cosmic consciousness, thev
clear light of the void, moksha, beativic visions, or seeing God, it is |
an experience that has been reported by men for_thousands.of years;
Aldous Huxley and A1an~wq’Watts, among other eminent and respected
thinkers have argued that the psychedelic expekience can be an authentic

e e s 0 -
mystico~-religious one. 8%

The second questioh is "The Life Question."To

What is it? How
dfd it begin? Where is it going? The sciences which address théir
efforts to these questions are biochemfstry, paleontology, and genetics.
No suggestion is made that their current ahswers are final. Leary-accepts
the astronomical theory that the earth was formed from hot, swir?ihg
planetary materid], and that we are presently near the mid-point of the

anticipated life cycle of our particular sun. Leary accepts a natural-

istic account of the origin of 1life. Gradually, the crust of the planet

7See Leary. Hignh Priest. (New York: College Notes & Texts, Inc.,
1968), pp. 59-82, 109-134, 15/-172, 213-232, 303-318.

8See Huxley. Doors of Perception and Heaven and Hell. (New York:
Harper and Row, 1954). ' : .

Yatts. The Joyous Cosmology. (Mew York: Pantheon Press, 1962).

.10Leary, Politics of Ecstasy, op. cit,g p. 24.
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- cooled and hardened; water flowed over it and mnd,:fertile with mihera]s,
IWas formed. 6&iven the existence of t{ansferab1é electric energy in the
form of lightening bolts, 1ife existed potentially. What remained was for .
the Iightehing to strike the mud, creating the basic building block of »l
1ife, the amino ac*i_d° Eventually, protein molecules were formed;'then
protoplasm, then the cell. This description of the origin of Tife is
tentative, but Leary is apparently unconcerned about its empirical

- verification, since it is not central to his argument.

Within the cell, Leary contends, resides the biological ex-
pression of natural Taw. The genetic code forever structures and
regulates the formation of Tife forms. 11

Within the nucleus bf”every Tiving cell lies a tiny, complex
chain of protein molecules called the DNA code. DRA is the
brain of the cell, the timeless blueprinting code which designs
every aspect of 1ife.. DNA executes its plans by means of the
 RNA molecules. RNA is the communication system, the Tanguage,
the senses and hands of the DNA. The Tanguage of the RNA can
be passed from one organism to another. The discovery of this
fact is revolutionizing our theories of memory, learning,
consciousnessi and education.. The basic unit of conscicusness
is molecular.!? :
" To Leary, he term “Divine Intelligence” is a metaphorical
reference to the accumulated wisdom and memory of the nucleic acids. "At
the level of the cell, God is the DNA code, because the DNA code, as

biochemists describe it, is all the attributes that we have attributed to

”Time9 "The New Genetics: Man Into Superman," April 19, 1971,
pp. 33=52. ' ‘ :

12Leary, Politics of Ecstasy, op. c¢it., p. 97,
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God; the all-powerful, ever-changing intelligence far greater than man's
’ q ' - 40 3 ‘ y
mind."TJ‘ The genetic code is the expression of natural Taw, and thus

14 should be

equated'with the will of God. Human behéviow9 he will argue,
'conducted in accordance with an accurate perception of the Taw which is
discqverabie empfrica1]y.and.can be va1idated‘intfospettiveTy, LEa%y
theorizes, in a vein which recall's Jung's notion of the collective.
unconscious, that Tearning and memory are basically molecular, chemical
sequencés and that all experience is recorded indelibly in the nucleic
aéid memory bank. He makes reference to the apparent demonstration of
actual chemical transference of memory by one organism's ingesting RNA
from another in the experiments of University of Michigan Psychologist
James McConnell and of Neurochemist Gcerges Ungar of the Baylor Cofiﬂge
of Med1c1ne,15: He connends that tn1s esoter1c store of" muormauon9 not
normally accessible to the conscious mwnd can be tapped in a psychedei1c
'experience.

| | Leary accepts without question the validity of the findfngs of
McConnell and Ungar'and assumes thaﬁ‘Whaﬁ‘has'been demonstrated by f]atf
worms and mice is no less true of'man.r The notion'that‘1earning_may be
chemica1ly transferable is not crucial to Learylg argument, He is not
‘proposing that we extract RNA from geniuses and feed it to idiots. But
the idea that all experience is recorded and transmitted‘genetica?iy:

gives rise to the possibility of "remembering" the whole process of

B1pid., p. 200.

Hsee Chapter V.

]

_— . '
. 1J”Fhe.New,Gemetzcs, op. ¢cit.. p. 46.
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~cellular evolution. Here is'a possible alternative explanation of the
frequent occurrenées of memory seduences involving 'previbus Tife!
 éxperiences. As he put it, "Every céli in yoﬁr"body is the'current
éarriér of an energy torch which traces back th%odgh mitlions of
~generation transformations." 10
The third questicn is "The Human Being Question.“17 How is man's
,body composed and how does it work? _Anatomy and physiology describe maa'
in the language used to describe other species, thus circumventing the
7_"r0mantic fallacy" of man's superiority which partially accounts for hfs
‘alienation from nature. This anatomical-physiological description sees
- man as a seed-carrying mammal of primate stock. His form is a bag of
‘semi-hairless skin enclosing a skeletal structure which contains complex.
.‘énd_interreiated hematalogicai,-endocrine,,and organ systems° Complex
and intricate processeés occur within this body, wholly undirected and,
'indeed, unnoticed by the conscious inte‘lTect° Cells divide, hair and
: fﬁngernai?s grow, the heart beats, the Tungs breathe, digestion.occurs,
etc. As Buckminster Fuller put if, “Man is more than ninety-nine percent
automated, and he is only a very small fraction conscious. Whereas he .
tends to suggest'that he is really highly responsible for what goes on...
he is very successfu1.despite his fghorance and vanity."18

| The ﬁsythedelic experience, it is argued, can produée such an
awareness subjectively. One of what Leary calls "the ecstatic horrors of

the LSD experience" is the sudden rush of confrontation with one's own

V6| cary. Politics of Ecstasy, op. cit., p. 28.

Vipida.

181pid., p. 29.
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l:vody‘,.ﬂ9 ManvaSD.SUbjeéts report such an experience.zo Leary describes
it as an{awareness9 as knowledge of an experientia1 rather than a -
conceptual kind that: "Your body-is the universe; The ancient wiqum of
'gnost1cs, hermet1cs, sufis, Tantr1c gurus yog1s occu]t healers. What
is w1thout is within. Your body is the mirror of tne macrocosm. The
kingdom'of heaven is within you. Within your body. w2l |

" The fourth.question ig? "The Awareness Questiono"zzt'How doés man
)experiénce?' How do his sense organs function?r Everything that man'knows
is mediated by his own sensory apparatus. Neurologists and sensory
physiologists explain in great detail how each of our sense organs
receives impressions and transmits them to the brain in the form of-neural
-~ impulses. There they are decoded and some minute. fract1on of them
':ﬁreg1ster on the consc16us m1nd “"The rhythm of those impulses-is- the bas1C'_
rhythm of a po1ar un1verse off—on,>ooen-shut expand—contract Consider
the d1mens1on and capacity of the cort1ca1 computer as descr1bed by Robert»
Campbell. "The human bra1n‘js composed of about ten b1111on nerve <;e‘Hs-s
_any One of whichlmay‘cbnnect Qith’asTmany és 25, OOOAofher'nerve cells. .
_ The number of interconnections wh1ch this. adds up to would (be)...far

greater ‘than a11 the atoms in the universe. 23

‘91b1d,s b. 30.

ZOCf Masters and HOUSLO" op. cit.; Watts, The Joyous Cosmology,
op. cit. - _ R - A T

Z}Lééry Politics of Eéstasy, op. cit., p. 30; -

221pid. , P 31.

23Robert Campbe]] "The C1rcu1t of the Senses," L1fe, LIV, No
26 (June 28, 1963), pp. 44- 49 .
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Inﬁclthis matrix pour “about a hundred mi]lion-sensations per
second from the various senses. w24 Leary éuggmsts thatv "samewhere'in
' thaL 10 b11110n cell ga]ayy is a t1ny solar system of connecLed neurons
which is aware of your social self. Your 'ego' is to your bra1n what the
planet earth is to our ga]axy with its 100,000 million suns."22

The hsychedeTic awarensss of this.neUPOTOgical system'can come as
the snocking revelation that conditiohing has tragically enslaved our
conscfousness by teaching us to accept an iliusory reality based on an
arbitrary choice of which impulses are to be chosen'for conscious
attention, and which are shunted by it ATdous HuxTey has suggested that
in man's evolution, the brain learned to pay attention to those neural
impulses which dealt with threats to the survival of the organism. Thus
the brain acts as a_fi?ﬁer, or as Huxley called it, "a reducing Va1ve.“26
Leary places direct blame for this situation on educational, accu?ﬁuration
institutions, which he contends, "employ Pav?ovian'reward and pun?shment
cona1t1on1ng n27 By such means, the soc1a11zat10n process wanwpu1aLes
our delicate and vuinerable nervous svstems to accept and consc1ous]y
record -only a specific set of sensory messages.

Huxley's view was that psychedelic chemicals have the effect of
28

allowing sensory messages to somehow circumvent the reducing valve.

Leary's thesis is essentially a restatement of Huxley's position. “We

241bid,

”25Leary Politics of Ecsbasy, op. cit., pp.-32-33.

ZBHHXTGy Doors of Perception « o . o OD. cwtg, p. 24,

L7Leary. Potitics of EcsLasv; Qp, cit., . 33.

28Hux7ey, op. cit., p. 24.
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Can,"'he said, "obtain a momentary (and even longer) release from the
neu%oiogicai-prison.fzg ‘We can, that 15; temporarily suspend learned
conditioning and imprinting as well. When they are suépendéd, We‘can,
“expeﬁience afresh the hardly bearab?e‘ecstasy of direct energy expiodihg

on our nerve endings.cgq The'awakening of the seﬁsés_is the most basic
aspect of the psychede11c experience. w30
_ ~ The fifth question is "The Ego.Question;"31' Who am I? Leary
points out that this question is answered for the individual eagerly and
insistently by social institutions. Religious hierarchiés, social
agencies, and what Leary calls "the new secular state religion" i.e.,
psycﬁo]pgygvaTT provide fheir own answers. For most people the quesfion
is answered wholly in terms of artificial social ro?es But each person,
Leary argues, exists at every level of energy and every level of con-
sciousness. Each individual is, therefore:

At the atomic Tevel...a galaxy of nuclear-powered atoms spinning
through changing patterns

At the cellular level...the entire chain of 11fe ..the key rung
of the DNA ladder, cencer of the evolut1onarj process, current
guardian of the seed.

At the somatic level...the most intricate, mte’lhg@nt9 complex
form of energy structure.

At the sensory level...the divine receiving siat1on a two-
Tegged, trembiing twssue Jodrell Bank radar te?escope, dancang,
grumb11ng, spniffing Geiger counter.

But he is also a psychoiogical role in & soc1a1 stage set, and
it is this version of 'I' which is studied by socioclogy and
psychology. This ego is a social fiction because it is a view
of self imposed by social conditioning.32

29Leary. Politics of Ecstasy, op. cit., p. 33.

301hid., pp. 33-34.
Slipid., p. 34.

f'ﬁ
a
Gl

Ibid., p. 35.
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The maiﬁsprings of this_conditioﬂing prcceéSvare socia11y¥sanctioned
rewards ahd anishments. | |
| 'The psychedelic understanding of 'I' reveals the Timitations of
ego. As Leary puts it, "The plastic-doll nature ofvsocia? reality and
social ego is gTaring1y obvious. vIn a word, ego discovers that ego is a
fraudulent actor in a fake show.... The LSD panic is the terror thét ego
is Tost forever. The LSD ecstasy is the joyful discovery that ego, with

its pitiful shams and strivings, is only a fraction of my identity;“Bg
| vThe sixih'question is "The Emotional Question‘“34 How should we
feel about all this? On this iésue, Leéry contends that science has
failed td produce any satisfactory answer. "The best-known theory of
emotions, the Freudian, is a hodgepodge ofvp}atitudeﬁ bana]itygkand

rabbinical piety."35

_ Leary indulges in this name-calling without any
amplification. He provides neither his own definition of emotions nor
Freud's, though they are obviously proceeding from different definitions.
Although it is not stated in this context, and therefore makes his charge
against Freud seem frivolous and superficial, Leary's basic disagreement"
with Freud fs over the nature and funétion of the ego. In Leary's view,
Freud failed to perceive the ego as a "social fiction." Man has learned
to identify himself not with his whoTe orgaﬁism together with the field

or environment with which it exists,ibut with only that aspect of brain

which accounts for conscious attention and voluntary activity. The

tendency to think of ourselves as separate and independent egos enciosed

Bypid., p. 37.

3pid., p. 37,
35¢h4d,, p. 37.
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W1th1n bodies, is a misconception wn1ch Freud did nothing to correct. Its
effect is to oroduce a krnd of 1nterna1 conirad10t1on a seif alienation
~ pesultant from man-s pers1stent identification of the self with sometthg
Tess than the totai organism/field w1th1n WhTCh consciousness occurs.
Leary argues that the emotions are, "the lowest form of consciousness.
Emotional actions are the most contracted; narrowing, dangerous form of

-behavior;”gs In a book entitled Interpersonal Diggnosis of Personality,

~Leary concluded that all emotions are based on fear.3’ They are caused,
he said, "by biochemical secretions in the body to serve during thevstate
of écﬁte emergency,"sg An individual who becomes emotional camnot think
~and rationalize; effective action becomes impossible. There are rare
times when emoticns_aré appropriate. These are emergencies. -Thé DNA code
'>1assigns a su%viva? mission to the emotions. They constitute an organismic
- alarm system.

| Psychedelic chemicals can help the subject to reach a state devoid
OFbemotions. It is called b?isé,or,eﬁstasyo In this stéte and no other,
argues Leary, it is possible to, "lLearn, harmonize, gr‘ow,'merge9 join, and
understand."3%  In losing the ego, the emotions afe lost as weT],‘sihce
they are closely tied to ego games. Leary suggests that the way to.turn

of f the emotions is to turn on the senses.

361pid., p. 38.

37Leary Interpersonal D1agnos|s of Personality. (New York:
Ronald Press Co., 1957).,

38Leary. Politics of Ecstasy, op. cit., p. 38.
39bid., p. 3. |
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: The seventh ques11on is "The U1L1mate Escape Quesc1on
does 'it end? Leary proposes as the scientific answer: the Taw of con--
servation of energy. A1l forms of ehergy are vibrations, all pulsing to

~the same rhythm. 41

There is a constant flux between energy and form.. The
rhythm of the Qniverse seem to be binary: on«offg'start—stopsVup—down,
in»out,rlight~darkg Tife-death. The ego is the only level of consciousness
- which.refuses to recognize aﬂd'accept this state of affairs. Egé con-
spires and‘stkives to bestow upon its actions more importahce than they
merit in the cosmic scheme. Ego is trappéd by its deep-seated fear of

confronting the fact of its‘dwn transient mortality;42

1t seeks’its own
survival ih'a uniyerse.which is not equipped to'produce it. Thié
siiuaticn results in what Camus referred to as the absurdity of the human
condition, tﬁe endless desire for the unobtainable,*>

Leary points to the conéistency with which Hestern-empificala
anéfyticalfscience continues to confirm the core visions of Eastevh
“mysticism. The Buddhist view is that every form is an illusion, maya.
Life and death in themselves are-equa11y i11usory. They are compietoiy
inseparable, t he polar terminals of a single life-death process. But

denying this insight and striving for perpetuity at one terminal. creates

 emotiona1 despair. The ego, having failed in its effort to keep the

401md°, . 40,

41Cf Alan W. watts - The Two Hands of God. (Toronto: Collier
Books, 1963), p. 45.

42

. Morman O. Brown. Life Against Death, op. cit., p. 87.

- 43A1bért Camus. The Myth of Sisyphus. . (New York: Vintage Books,
1955), p. 11. . .
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master switch in the “on’vl position,'sometimes-seeks to escape, to hit the
' "off" button. Suicfd&lis an attempt to escape from ego. So is anesthesia. -
'Barbituratesg t-&’*anquﬂizers9 alcohol, sTeepinQ pfl?sg and heroin are all
the tools of the quest to Lurn it all off.
"The deep psychedelic experience is a death- rebrrth flip. You

: turn on to the ancient rhythm, and you become its beat.... The glory of
the psychedelic momeﬁt is the victory over Tife and death won by seeing
_ the oséi]?ating dance»of energy and yielding to ito“44 Leary adds that
this visionary revelation provides an ahswer fo‘the escape q&estfona The
‘psychedelic answer is that, "There is not death.... There is nothing to

~avoid, nothing to escape, nothing to fear. There is just off=on; in-out,
- start-stop, Tight~dark, flash-delay. Death, void, oblivion, is the split-
 second pause. I accept the on. I accept,ﬁhe off."45  This attitﬁde of .
open, yie1ding accepténce in a}state of internal peace has been carefully
cuitﬁvated and highly valued by men for mi11enia.

- These, then are the‘seven basic questions. Leary has suggested
~that man.can become conscious of every level of energy studied-by science.
There is a level of consciousness aha]agous-to each level of-energy,

~according to Leary. And for each level of consbiousness, there is a
- specific ;hemica? catalyst. His listing of these levels together with
their chemical triggers is Tisted in reverse order as fo110ws*46

7. The Aneschet1c State is produced by narcot1cs, barbiturates,
and large doses of alcohol.

4 | o |
-f4LeaPy5 Politics of Ecstasy, op. cit., p. 42.

rbid., pp. 42-43.
46744, p. 45,



29

- 6, The State of Emotionoi Stupor is produced by moderate doses of
o alcohol. -
5. The State of Ego Consciousness is enhanced by pep p?i?s-and
mild energizers such as coffee and tea. '
4. The State of Sensory Awareness is produced by any psvchedc?TC
drug, but the specific trigger for turning on the senses is
‘ marihuana.
'3.. The State of Somatic Awareness is attained by any psychedelic
drug stronger than marihuana, but the specific triggers for
~cakra consciousness are ha<n1sh and MDA.
2. The cellular Level of Consciousness is attained by any of the
- stronger psychedelics--peyote, LSD, mescaline, psilocybin.
1. The Atomic~Electronic Level of Consciousness is produced by
 the most power1u] psycnedelics~~LSu STP, DMT.

4'Leary admits that he is STmp?y assuming that there is a different
'l1evel of consciousness for each magor division of science, based, in turn,
on the major cTass1f1caL10n> of energy manifestations. But, he then
proceeds to argue that, "The decision as to which drugs turn on which
Teveis of consciousness is empirical, uased on thousands of p;ychede11c
experiences."#’ The contention that chemicals can produce altered states
of consciousness is made in conjunction with the previous assertion that
the basic Qnit,of consciousness is moiecu]ar.

An importantkéuppcrtiné idea to the notion of consciousness ex-
pansioﬁ is fhe thesis that man is not now usihg,'indeed, has nbt yei |
learned to use his neur01091cal equ1pmant at a level even approaching its -

capac1ty°4

"Sometime around 70,000 years ago," wr1tes Loary "tne erect
primate with the Targe cranium seems to have appeared. - In a sudden
mutational Teap, the size of the skull and the brain is swiftly doubled.

A strange cerebra?lexp1osion."4g As a species, man is still in his infant

471bid., p. 45.

.48th Loren Eisley. The Immense Journey. (New York: Time Inc.,
1957}, p. 94. : _

49Leary. Politics of Ecstasy, op. cit., p. 243y'
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stage. There is a clear poséibiiftygfthen,vthat wa have not yet Tearned
. how to use our brains. 'Facfors.which delay this learning are, as pre-
vibusly mentioned, conditioning and imprinting. Tb believe that the
~ story of evolution has been told in its entifety_requires a metaphysical
leap of faith. Leary's suggestion is that the next great evolutionary
step wii? come about as a resu}tvof learning how'to use more of our
Corficé? éQuipment, Since we know that the brain functions both
electronically and chamically, it wou1d'bevextreme]y rash to_dishiss the
hypothesis that this expansion of conséiouéneés could come about as a
result of electric or chemical stimuiation°50

if consciousness can be a]tered‘by,psychedeiic chemica1s, and if
behavior patterns-resalt from states of consciousness, then behavior can
be altered via the psychedelic experience. Leary defiﬁes the psychedelic
session és, "a planned, temporary,suspensﬁen-of old imprinting and an |
“opportunity for new imprinting, the structure of which should be .

w51 s theory of

determined by carefully planned set and setting.
behavior change constitutes the core of Leary's theory of revolutionary

technique, as will be shown in Chapter IV,'

kS

- _

QOSeeg e.g. Leo G. Abood, "The Biochemistry of Psychoactive Drugs,”
monograph reprinted with permission of the author in Leary, High Priest,
op. cit., pp. A-14 -~ A-24, for a discussion of the actual chemical pro-
cesses involved in the action of LSD.

5 : :
, : 1Leawy, “Introduction,” LSD, ed. David Solomon. (New York and
Berkeley: G»P« Putnam's -- Berkeley Medallion Edition, dune, 1966), p. 23.



© CHMAPTER III. THE NEED FOR REVOLUTION

"That is our avowed aim. To bring

down the United States gover‘mfnen‘i:e“.l

Early ﬁh_his career as a'religiéus and pplitica1 pheaqher,_Leary.
began»to call for a vrevolution. What He meant by the term and his view
'of the reasohs’which made revolution necessary ére the subjects of this
chapter. 7_ 

~ To Timothy Leary, the object of revolution is to accomplish an

'overthrow of.ihstitutions, in Veblen's sense. That is, revolution
produceé-prcfound and sweeping changes in éstabT?éhed patternslof thoﬁght
and paitefns of behavior. The manner in which mah'behéves; the way he
- interacts with his environment incTuding other men; the way he organizes
his society; indeed, all the social, economic and political institutions
he cfeates are functions of the way in which he thinks. The most pro-}
.found and most fundamental revq]ufiohss then, are those whose result is
an important change in man's thiﬁkingo Leary's point is that the'
psyéhedéiic éxpewienée can be a teﬁporary suspension of the reciprocal
influence which 1nsiitufions exercise over ihihking, |

Basically; Leary is propoéing a revolution of consciousness. The
overthrow of the state will bhe neither the object nor the fact of the

revolution. It will be a consequence. The existence of the state rests

1Leary,“The Speach That MNever Was," op. cit., p. 95.
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_upbn an established set of socially accepted jdeas, The state will there-
.foreAfail;»or fathers quite rapidly wither upon the rejection of tﬁose '
ideas. . | o _ B | B
.q Leary often spoke of this revo?utfon,in connection with;the-First
American’Revolution. He accepted the basic notions of natural Taw,
>naturaiyrightss and right of revolution. But he argued that if the crimes
'of Geqrge the Third constituted sufficient grievance to exercise the right
of revoTuiionsAihen revo?&tion was certainly Jjustified and required by the
present circumstances. — ' |

- The whole of his‘argument is contained in a chapter}of'fgijtiCs of

| Ecséasx'entiﬁled'"Neurological Po]iﬁics;“z It is a contemporary version
of Thomas Jefferson's Declérafion of Independence. The theoretical
differences between the tﬁo documents begin to-be apparent, however, in
-i,fhe titieé, Leary's is called the "Declaration of Evolution.” He fs
speaking inka cohiext much broader than that of narrow, nhuman pg?itica]
forms. He is speaking frem_the perspectiQe of the adverse effect on all
life forms on the planet resultant from presenf human behaviornv The
statement of independence then is directed to severing the ties with all
governments which are contro?Ted by those whose states of cbnsciousnéss,
allow thaﬁ to condone or commit the crimes of which they are'accuséd.

The context is set in the opening sentence when Léary'refersjhot

to the course of human events, but to the course of organic,evolution.3

2l eary. Politics of Ecstasy," op. cit.,}pp.'362~371.
SLeary. Ibid., p. 362. o
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Implicit in this setting is the notion.that there is more at sﬁake in this
context than simply the repiacemeﬁt of one government by another slightly
more benign one based on the same false metaphysical premises. |

The disruption which occurs, the break between established
institutions and posturevo1utionary ones, ié referred to as a mutational
process, thus lending emphasis to the notion that the proposed revintiOﬁ’
is to be viewed withfn the t0ta1 context of evéiutionary deve?opment,4
The bonds which are dissolved are not primarily political ones, but
physical and neurological. The Tlink they provide is the onelwhich-
connects one generation to the past. And it is not‘just a "decent

respéct to the opinions of mankind" which requires the forthright

~publication of the causes which inspire and justify the revolution. It

S which requires

is rather, "a decent concern for the ha?mony of species,
that the causes of the muiatTOn be declared. |

- The notions of natural law, natura1 rwghtes and the right of revo-
lution are acCepted fmpTlicitly in the statement of truths regarded to be
self-evident. These are truths which can bé validated through the

-

exercise of reason. The capacity for, if not the exercise of reason is

“t us seen as a species attr1bute,

The fundamenca] d1fference between Jeffersen’ s ‘and Leary S con-
ceptions . of natural law and natural rights begins to become appﬂrent with

Leary's discussion of the truths he sees as self-evident.

41bid.
51hid.
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~ The first of'ﬁhese se]fmevident truths is that not_jusﬁ all men,
but all speciess'are,cveated different b‘ut}equaT° They are to be regarded
askequa} with respect to a set of certain:inaiienab]e rights shared by
:‘ them‘,6 This basic set of inalienable rights consists of at Teaét the
following: Freedom to Live, Freedom to Grow, and Freedom to Pursue Happi-
ness in their own sty1e97 The right of pursuit of happinessAis'Iater in
the‘document qualified by the éuggestion'that it extends only té the pro=
- tection of action vié % vis other men and other species which does not
infringe on their exercise of the same righte8 | | i

ngedom to Tive, grow, and pursue happiness require periodic

. aggression by one organism against another in ordervto fulfill biological
neads. Bul the fact that each species has such a biological need to kill
and eat'is.a clear indication that killing for food cannot be regarded as
~ a violation of the natural order. Each species has an eat/be-eaten
re]aﬁionship with certain other species, and each is equipped with its own
particular offensive/defensive survival téo}s. A natural equitibrium
prevails among -all non-human species, becausé they kill only in order to
eat or to avoid béing eaten. Man's specific offensive/defensive tool is
his superior brain. His intelligence, however, may be shortsighted. For,
while it has enabled him to kill any dther species and largely protect
himself from all dtherss such high'surVivabiTitymay in itself constitute
a long range threat. Man may proliferate freely and exterminate other

species, but at what cost to his own prognosis for survival is only

61hid.
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slowly becomihg appv‘eciatéd° _His-inteTIigence might pfovide man with a”.
,devicé which can compghsate,forvthé 105§~of pdpdlation control prpvided
by'membershib in‘the'?¢od>thain, and it might,hot,
Presently, man'does not conform to the pattern of behavior with
reSpect to k1111ng that prevails among other species. He ki11s‘membgrs of .
his own speciesvand ki]}s members or whole species for»purposes other than
_robtéining the food necessary forAhiS~sdeiya1;f Natural Taw, as it pértains
to suthumén species is a desériptioniofvhow such'organiéms behéye? in
consonance wfth thé genetic heritage of each. It is conscious intelli-
gence that allows the perception of such a rule as one éption among many
rather than.as the 6n1y natura]-and'thoﬁghtTessly accepted code of
rbehévior For man, then, natural law beéomes prescriptive, and Leary
?fuses the term in-this . sense. e shou]d -he arcues, ab1de bj the.rules.of
Ak1111ng wh1ch app1y to other animals. because we are animals ourse]ves,A
~ He is here c]ear]y expressing a- value. preference,that man snouid recogn1ze
h1s_1nterdependence with oﬁher spec1e$9 and in order to max1m12e both
ﬁintfa= and intefspecies’harmony he shoU]d choose to abide by thé'ru1e§_of. 
~‘ki111ng which,appiy,natura11y:to.other species. But becauseﬁof>thes
' , surviva13specia1ty we have deve]dpeds_wéiare'ffee.to vio1a£eAthb§e ru1es,
: pérhaps at our peril.. | A : 7 -
Anbther'aspectiof the sub-human rule of ki]ling‘is that it is done
Ain’face-tO'face entounters° Leary'é.conciusion is that»this is the |
natura1 and therefore r1ght waj in wH1ch to do it, and man' s 1nvent1on of
-ﬁmach1nes which enab]e him to k111 1no1scr1m1nate1y and over vast d1stances

is a violation of the prescr1pt1ve aspect-of natural Taw.



The remainder of the argumeht in the Declaration is directed, then,
lonly to the human species, because it iﬁ.the'onTy one which is capab?e of
acting unnaturally. B o |
| These rights, then, are God-given and résqu in the generation of
social étructures which emerge naturally in order to protect them.

- Governmental authority is premised on the principles of love of God and
fespect for all 1ife forms,g 7

| Leary implicitly accepts the notioh of a socia?»contéact which
imposes certain obligations on both citizens and on government. It is
-also a self-evident truth for Leary that "...whenever any form of govern-
‘ment becomes destructive of 1ife, liberty, and harmony, it i§ the organic
duty of the young membérs_of that species to mutate, to drop out, tb
" {initiate a new social structureo.,“YO. The act of mutation is, then,'a
form»of generational revolt. The burden of éarrying the revp?utioh is‘
 placed primarily on the young. If the revolution is ta,occurgyit’mus%'”
take place in the.mfnds'ofrthe young. Re§o1utionary action consists of
rejecting not just the political arrangements of the éxisting order, but‘
of fejecting the metaphysical premises upon which those arrangéments were
based. The revolution is a highly persbnaT one, occurring, as it does, in
the consciousness of individual members of the society. The new social
structure is to be basedron theknew set of principles arising in the

reonution°77

91bid., p. 362.
- 101pid., p. 363.
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" Leary accepted the notion in Jefferson's Declaration that "govewn~
ments 1ong established should not be changed for Tight and transient
 causes." As Leary put it, ?The.ecstasy of mutation is equally balanced
by ﬁhe'pain,". Experienhershowss "*hat members of a spec1es are more
disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, rather than to discard
the forms to which they are'accustomed.”?zr
To Jefferson, vrevolution was justified and required, "...when a
' Tong train of abuses and usurpations, puréuihg invariably the same object
' evinces a design to reduce them under absolute cies;:m’c‘i’snn”]3 In Leary's
view the Tong train of abuses and usurpations have begun to,
.. threaten the very fabric of orgahic 1ife and the serene
harmony on the planet.... The history of the white, meno-
pausal, mendacious men now ruling the planet earth is a
history of repeated violation of the harmonious laws of nature,
all having the direct object of establishing a tyranny of the
materialistic aging_over the gentie, Lhe peace loving, the
~ young, the colored.
The Tist ef crimes comnitted by the prasent c\s‘cab]TS!'mxﬂn*Zc beo1ns
wwth the appeal that these grievances be judged, not, "by a candid
' worid,"TS but by future generations. They are as follows:
"These old, white rulers have maintained a continuous state of
war against other species of life, enslaving and destroying at whim.fowi,
fish, animaTs and spreading a lethal carpet of concrete and metal over the

soft body of earth."]ﬁ This is a serious charge. That it has happened

isvundeniablég That it continues is documented daily by the ecologists.

121p44,

]sThomas Jefferson. Declaration of Independence.

MLeamf9 Ibiﬁ;g op.cit., p. 363.
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Jefferson, Declaration of Independence.

18] oapy s QD. c1t s D. 363.
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This‘statementrspeaks.of an ecologiéa? awareness which has only qu?teA
recentiy'become widely acc_;epted° Its increasing acceptance documents the
possibility of»a mass revolution of consciousness. V

| "They have maintained as well a continuous state of war among
themselves and against the colored races, the freedom'ioving, the gentle,
the young. Genocide 1is their habit°“77<-This chawgeris not without
substance. Leary is speaking here of governmentss'of all governments
which have been based on what Marcuse calls false consciousnesﬁ,
Although he is obviously vromanticizing the victims of state violence,
-and aTthqugh he is here using the term "genocide" in a very casual manner,
it is evident that men have continually participated in warfare ét the
instigation of their governments. Depending on how one defines genocide, A
American war‘poficy in Vietnam may qualify, as it is directed not toward
the winning of te%ritory, but toward extermination of the enemy. An
operational definition of genocide might characterize it as the pursuit
of a policy which transfers ki]iing_from é means to a policy objective to
the end itself. If governments have not, as a rule, attempted to
exterminate whole populations, the fact remains that there have been such
episodes, America's dealings with the Indians and the blacks in this
country certainly border on the genocidal. Also, the systematic‘
suppression of whole populations through the instrumenta?itiés of
colonialism and neo—chénialism has been and is a fact of 1ife to the
people of the third world whose societies are pre-industrial aﬁd}whose

populationsAawe largely non-white.

171pid.
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ﬁThey have ihstituted artificial scarcities; denyihgipeaceful foTk
~ the natural inheritance of earth'§ abundance'and God's endowment."'S The
first part of this accusation 7s'diwected against the business system.

The second part refers directly to an idea which is a core component of
the currently prevalent ideology, the éotion of private property. The
rejection of capitalism or of property generally is at home in many
revolutionary idioms. o

"They have glorified material values and degradéd the spiwituai."Tg
This-étatement has its supporﬁers. They are ubiquitous. The_estab?ished
churches, the medias’éVen the political leaders repeat the charge. Here,
pérhaps, if ft existé anywhere, s consensus. |

"They”haQe claimed priVate,-peﬁsonai ownership of God's land,
driving by force o% arms the gentle from their passage on the earth."%0
This is a restatement of the charge that the idéa of privateAproperty is
partia]ly responsible for the’staté of the world, and that the idea must
be rejected. Also contained in this charge is the.contention that the
idea of private pfoperty produces violence. That wars have been fought
- oyer property issues is undeniable. | N |

Leary, e?sewheregz]

“contends that most of the violence which takes
place on the planet is perpetrated by the agents of gover‘nmént° "Paid,

hired government agents account for 99 percent of the violence that

181144,
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‘ 21Learyﬁ "Violent Govermments, Nonviolent Hippies," Alternatives
to Violence, ed. Larry Ng. (New York: Time-Life Bopoks, 1968}, pp. 88-103.
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dévasﬁates and te?rorfzes this.planet;fzz COnsideriﬂg'QioigncéAwithin the
United_Statesg'Leary ca¥13'attention_t0‘the particular set of institutions
which promote and- perform most of 1t and which monbpo]ize.its legitimate,
sociaTIyQSanctionad use. They are the Unfted States Air Force, NéVyg Army
~and Marine Corps, and the established poiice conétabuiary at all levels.
"It fs interesting," wrote Leary, fﬁhat in almost every country, our-own
incTuded, the first funéiibh‘of ﬁhé mfiitary and police is to employ
violence or the threat of machine-violence against its own citizenry. .
That is, to protect the Establishment against restless and aggrieved
_competition.“?S | |

This revolution is directed to the replacement of political
systems which depend upon and empioy techniques of organized violence.
It does notrseek power, but to free men -from the grip of power. "The
violent seek power, the violent get pawér;- Governments are w"o‘ient.."z"jr

| "In their greed they have erected artificial immigration and

n25 This is a

éustoﬁs barriers, preventihg the free movement of people.
-critique'of the idea of nationalism. Men are viewed as a species. The
differences betWeen them pale when viewed in the Tight of their common
genetic heritage; Nationalism is a conventional idea, an idolatrous
religion. Man invented it and, through the Frighténing?y:effective
process of séciélization,,taught'his_offspring to- pay homage to it. But

it is an impoverished idea, blithely accepted in the face of the common

221pid., p. 91.
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_ 25Leary=' Politics of Ecstasy, op. cit., p. 364. 1
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sense judgement, supported by empirical evidence, that the. Family of Man
is an idea firmly rooted in bioioéica? fact. It requires a metaphysical
leap of faith to c0ﬂc1ude'that the nation-state system is the natural or
final development in the evaiufion'of human social forms. Yet; the
nationalist fdeo]ogy continues to command men's TqyaTty ané to command
their suffering and death in its defenééc' 7 |

"Iﬁ their lust for control they have set up-systems of compufsory
edQcatiOn»to coerce the minds of the children and to destrey the wisdom
and innocence of the playful young;“za The socialization procesé
functions to greduce the kind of citizens with the kind of thought and
behavior pattePnslwhich,suppowt the continued acceptance of the esta5~
lished forms. Leary refers specifically to the American educational

process as “"addictive.' It is, "paid for by adult society to train
young people t§ keep the same game going...to make sure that (they)
wili.,ewalk out into the bigger game take (their) place in the lineo,s(as) 
an obedieht, éfficients well-adapted social game player, a replaceable
part in the machine. 27
The educational process, Leary argued, does something even worse
than merely propagating mistaken ideas and obsolete visions. It is, “an
especially dangerous narcotic because it probably does direct physio-

13 28

logical damage to the nervous system. ~ Explained first by analogy,

"~ "What education does to your head would be like taking your heart and

26144,
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'wfapping'rubbér;bands around it ahd,putting springs on it to make sure it
can pump. What education does isrto put a series of filters over your
awareness so that year by year, step by step, you experiencevTeés and
less and Tess,"zg 7

The biological explanation rests on the, "considerable evidence
showing that a habit is a neural network of feedback Toéps, Likelgrooves
in a record, Tfkgvmuscless the more you uSé any‘of the 1obp$5 the more
likely you are to use it agéin,"gg Since the aim of the educational system
is seen as successfu'i“ly(nar*rowi’ng-the‘m'inds imposing arbitrary categories,
contracting consciousness, and in the process, producing blind Toyalty to
itself, it is pernicious and provides justiffcation for its own overthrow.
The target here is not the socialization process, per se, but its contents.
The grievance is not that men are taught ideas, but thét they are taught
a particular set of ideas, resulting in the contemporary state of the
world and 1imiting the capacity to transcend them.

"In their Tust for power theyihave controlied all means of
communication to prevent the free fiow’of ideas and tovb70¢k Toving ex-

changes among the gent’leo":g1

This is not to suggest that all media of
communicafions inall countries are impervious to oppositional messaéesn

It is a restatement of. the Marcusian contention that advanced industria?
society is one-dimensional, that is, allows for no organized effective and
- Tundamental opposition; It suggests that those who exércise control of

‘the media, by virtue of their very position as power-holders are in the
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position and'possess thg moﬁivatiqn to deny an'eQuaI pub?ic heariﬁé to
views which they regard as radical, subversive, or heretical. The
problem is one of access, and whether the currency is economic power in
one state or political power in another, access to the media by proponents
of anti-establishment views is restricted.

“In their fear they»have instituted_gre§t armies of secret police

432 This charge was recently

to spy upon the privacyvof the pacific.
. documented by the startling revelations of Senator Ervin's investigation
of the U.S. Army intelligence activities. In addition to the Army,
-inte]ifgen;e gathering is carried out by the undercover agents of the
C.I.A., FZB;IQQQSécret:Service, Federal Bureau of Narcotics, and a
plethora of other federal, state, and local Taw~enforcement_agencies.A
“In their anger they have coerced the peaceful young against
their will to Join ﬁheir‘armieS'aﬁd to wage murderous wars against the
'vyouhg and gentle of other3¢ountriesf"33 A.systeﬁ of conscription is a
system of coercion.- It forces painful chéices on those who would question
it. The choices may be as stark and limited as acceding to the request
of service made by the government or forfeiting one's life as a token of
| resistance. Other political systems may permit a somewhat broader range
of alternatives. In the Unitedetates, for exémp1es'a persoﬁ facing
-conscription may choose to accept it; he may choose to attempt to get thé
government to allow him to be conscripted fof a like time into alternate

service; he may choose to go to prison; he may choose exile; or he may

(€8]
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attempt to exist as an outlaw and be hunted down for the crime of refusing
to be coerced. Conscription égiséé to fill the man—pbweﬁ needs of armies.
Armies exist'to wage wars.

"In their greed they have made the manufacture and'selling of -
~weapons the basis of their economieso"34 The burgeqning defense budget -
of the United States provides perhaps the most telling piece of evidence
in support of this charge. But nearly all governments spend vast sums of
moﬁey for what is always called defense. That there is money to be made
'by.fighting wars and contihua??y preparing to fight them better is
another geheraliy apprehended fact. That governments also spend vast sums
of money conditioning citizens to accept the inevitability of war and -
the consequeni éecess%ty of preparing for it was recently further demon-
stratedlih the CBS docpmentary9 "The Selling of the Pentagonoé

"For profit they have polluted the air, the rivers, the seas. 3%

This is another fruit of the false thinking and the perverteé priorities

of the currently accepted -ideology. The documentation of this charge 1is

an ongoing process. DaiTy come revelations from scientists calling

attention to the scope and rapidity of this destruction of the environment.
"In their impotence they have glorified murder, violence, and

6 S o
n3 The prevalence of violence on tele-

unnatural sex in their mass media.
vision and in other media has recently become a source of concern among

students of culture and of behavior from a broad range of disc1p1ines;
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"Iﬁ their aging greed they have set up an economic system which
favors age over youth°"37 This is a restatement of the contgntion that
economically as well as politically, the status quo can be characterized
as a gerontocracy. |

fThey have in every way attempted to impose a robot uniformity and
to crush variety, individuality, and independence of thought°”38 This
charge is simply a rebétitfcn of the indfctmenf of the socially-sanctioned
indoctrination process together with its enforcement apparatus which
functions to punish heretics. |

"In their greed, they have instituted political sysfems which

perpetuate'ruie by the aging and force youth to choose between plastic

j conformity or despairing alienation."3® This s a restatement of a
charge already made.

“They have invaded privacy by illegal search, unwarranted arrest,
and contemptuous harassment."*C  This accusation is also redundant. As
is the next one: "They have enlisted an army of informers"4]

“In their greed they sponsor the consumption of dead1y tars and
sugars and employ cruei and unusual punishments for the possession of
Tife-giving aikaioi&s and acids,?42 'Tobaccé~is a physically addictive

substance which the Surgeon General of the United States has certified is

371pid
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- hazardous to health. Yet it may be processed and sold openly, and until
recently could be adyertised in the,medié without restrictions. Its

- cultivation is still supported by gdvérnmentai subsidy at taxpayerg'

:expense. As for the second pa?t of this charges Leary was himself

- sentenced to thirty years in prison plus a $30,000 fine for the possession

- of less than one-half ounce of marihuana. This punishment was self-

- evidently both cruel and unusual,*3 T

he Tife-giving a?ka?oids and acids
referred to here are the so-called psychedelic drugs.

fThey never admit a mistake. They unceasingly trumpet the virtue
of greed and war. In their advertising and 1in their manipulation 6?'
information they make a fetish of b?atant falsity and pious self-
enhancement. Their obvious errors only stimulate them to greétef error and
noisier self~appr0va1°f44 This charge calls to mind tﬁe Orwellian night-
~mare of double-think. By this totalitarian logic, the Tet Offensive of
”1958?vﬁhe aborted flight of Apolio 13? the raid at Song My, and the
ihvasion of Laos can all be called successes, victories for our side.
Failure is success. Success is failure. We fight wars for peace. We
have to destroy a village in order to save it. |

Final?y,'“They afe_borese They hate beauty. They hate sex. -They
hate 1ifegf45 Such a charge can only be Teveled based on observed behavior.
If these a]?égations are finally &nprovable; the behavior which indicates

their truth is ample.

43Leary9_"Ep1'sode and Postscript.” Playboy, XVI, No. 12
(December, 1962), p. 221. -

.44Leary, Politics of Ecstasy, op. cit., p. 365,

1bid.




47
These then are the reasons for revolution. They become apparent,
also, in the process of examining and analyzing the nature of the opposed
forces in the current revolutionary movement. Leary has consistently
depicted this struggle in dichotomous terms. It is, he said, "a political
conflict, a struggle of Caesar against the God-seekers."46 It is also, a
theological conflict, and the revolution a religious one.
Leary deals with the place of religion in American 1ife in High
Priest. He views the conmitment to current tribal games as a religious
phenomenon, although he is using the term differently from the way in
which he defined it earlier.
Every expression of American society--however secular, material-
istic, scientific, or agnostic it may appear--is based on deeply
held unconscious religious assumptions. America is an immature,
irrational, superstitious, materialistic, priest-ridden, intol-
erant, religious state...General ifotors is a religious institu-
tion with its priests, rituals, gods, saints, devils. General
Motors worships mechanical power and dogmatically clings to
academic taboos and empty rituals...Science itself is a religion.
Fanatically defending its superstitions, rites and areas of
priestly prerogative...The American 20vernment—~state and federal--
is a monolithic religious structure.7
His argument, then, is simply that it is time for a new religion.
There are, he argues, "...few Americans over the age of twenty-five who
are not totally committed to a dogmatic religious way of 1ife and belief.
To admit evidence (however scientiffc) which threatens the theological
structure is into]erab]e."48 In this statement is contained reference to

whgt Leary regards as the most basic and pervasive cleavage in politics.

46Leary. Psychedelic Ecstasy, op. cit., p. 94.

47Leary. High Priest, op. cit., p. 316.

481pid., p. 317,
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It is the generation gap. fThe crucial variable in today's political
equation 1s age. The basic areas which now divide men are harmona1o"49
 The current revolution is fundamentally biciogic&? in Leary's theory. Thé
three newly hérnessed energies, i.e., atomics, electronics and psychedelics
have combined to produce a phenomenon thch Leary refers to as ﬁan |
evolutionary mutation,”50 " These breakthroughs account for and provide -an
empirical basis for the occurence of the»gép between generations.

Leary's description of the make-up of the opposition paréies in
the revolutionary movement indicates that it is not simply age versus
youth, although that division is primary. There are three groups which
'overTap somewhat and which together provide the energy and direction for
~ the re&o?utiono Leary described them in High Priest. fThe three groups
who always await and accept the reveTatién which comes in every historical
time were present in full and gbod?y numbers. The young, (who always want
more and have no game to protect), the artists (who always hunger for thg
ecstatic moment)s and the alienated (the Qife slaves and noble minority
groups watching from the periphery df‘theysociety),f51 These are, not at
all coincidentally, the same ones whose membership, Leary contends, is
bomposed of people who are wifling to pursue'the yoga of psychedelic

52 - » 3 -« o 1, . 9 k4 N ES
drugs. This division of society provides a reason for revolution to the

49Leary. Politics of Ecstasy, op. cit., p. 168.

501pid., p. 169.
5]Lear‘y° High Priest, op. c¢it., p. 131.
52Learyg "The Politics, Ethics, and Meaning of Marihuana,”

The Marijuana Papers, ed. David Solomon (Hew York: HNew American Library,
19687, Pe 125 I
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extent that the natural process of evc?ﬁiionary gr0wth and devefopment is
frustrated by the imposition of dogmatic pcéitions on_the issues of
consciousness and expansion of consciousness.

According to Leary, "Control over your own newvous system,
Treedem from the machine and from macthe vwo?ence is the aim of the
neuroiogtcai or psychede§1c ?@VOTULTOﬂe"53 The fact that such a movement
to establish controi over one‘s own hervous system is necessary at all
constiﬁuﬁess in Leary's view, perhaps the most compelling reason of all
for revolution. The most serioqs crime of existing governments is their
attempt to control the consciousness of their citizens. This action is
taken in defiance of what Leary calls, "The Two Commandments For The
- Molecular Age: I. Thou shalt not alter the cénsciousneSs of thy fellow
man; and II. Thou shait‘nct'prevent thy fellow man from altering hfs own
-cohsciousness.“S4 »

The basic conf11ct in’society is internaTo It is a conflict
between the desire oF man to do good (as defined by social conditioning)
on the one hand, and the desire of man to feel good, on the other. "This
conflict rages everywhere; fh every action of the human being. It
.manifests itself asbpsychoiogica1_conf1ict, as interpersonal conflict and

as social conflict. Painful duty versus frée pleasure. Repressive contko?

versus free pleasure. Social conditioning versus doing what comes

naturally, "> This conflict is resultant from the phenomenon of the split

53Leary, "Violent Governments, Nonviolent Hippies," op. cit.,
p. 102. '

_54Learym Politics of testasy. op. cit., p. 95.

33L0qrys "Episode and Poszscrip“ “ op. ¢it., p. 222..
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self. If man thinks of himself as having simultaneously two natures, one
physical and one spiritual, the;conflict'is inherent. The problem is
partly linguistic in that we have no satisfactory word to describe a -
reality which is simultaneously material and immaterial. Leary's point is
that we should come to think of ourselves in organic rather than mecha-
nistic terms. Instead of saying, for example, the mind should ruIe_the
body or intellect should control passién;'we must come to realize that the
mind/body organism is a unity which rules itseTF5 If it is seen that we
are not part body and part soul or part conséious and part unconscious,
the inherent conflict between the parts dissolves. Repression and
conditioning meant to coercé and control cohsciausness have been
responsible, Leary akguesg for creating.the kind of world we Tive in.
_They are violations of higher Taw, natural Taw, as expressed in the DNA
code. Révolution is thus in order.

We therefore, God-loving, peace-loving, life-loving, fun-
Toving, men and women, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the
Universe for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the name
and by the Authority of all sentient beings who seek gently
to evolve on this planet, solemnly publish and declare that we
are free and independent, and that we are absolved from all
Allegiance to the United States Government and all governments
controlled by the menopausal, and that grouping ourselves into
tribes of like-minded fellows, we claim full power to Tive and
move on the land, obtain sustenance with our own hands and
minds in the style which seems sacred and holy to us, and to
do all Acts and Things which independent Free men and Free

" women may of right do without infringing on the same rights of
- other species and groups to do their own thing.

And for the support of this Declaration -of Evolution, with
a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, and
serenely confident of the approval of generations to come, in
whose name we speak, do we now mutually pledge to each other
our Lives, our Fortunes, and our Sacred Honor, 56

_56Leawy° Politics of Ecstasy, op. cit.. p. 365.
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-1t is one thing to declare independence, another to accomplish it.
How this vrevolution is to be brought about is the subject of the next

chapter. .



CHAPTER IV, "REVOLUTIOMARY TECHNIQUE

"We demonstrate td anyone whose soul. has fallen to pieces

that he can rearrange these pieces of previous self in what
- order he p]easesg and go @?taiq to an endless multiplicity

of moves in the game of life, o -

Perhaps the best way to,bégin a'diécussion of Leary's plan to
accomp1fsh a revolution is to examine the techniques he rejects. He
voiced sympathy for the cause of those who wou?d resort to violence, but
he could not accept or condone its use.2 Of the Black Power movement, he
wrote it was simply, "the discovery by certain articulate blacks that
(they) have not been viofent enough in a nation obsessed with violence.*3

. His rejection of violence as a political tactic is both ethical
and pragmatic. He makes a distinction bétween vio1ence and aggression.
' Vioience is defined as killing or woundihérat a distance thrbugh the -use
of machinessq Violence is imﬁora19 he argues, since it is a violation of
natural Taw expressed in the DNA code. Man is the only violent animal,
the only species which engages its fé??ows in the‘kind of struggle which

enables the agent to separate himself physically and insulate himself

f psychically from the consequences of the act. He wrote, "Violence is

1 ) - o
Herman Hesse. Steppenwolf. (New York: Holt, Rinehart, and
Winston, Bantam Book Edition, 1963), p. 219. ’ '

ZLearye You Can Be Anyone This Time Around, Douglas Recording,
]9716 N ' ‘

3Lear,y9 "Violent Government, Nonviolent Hippies," op. cit.,
p. 93. . ) : .

“1bid.s p. 89,
52
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the other side of the techno]og1ca1 co1n, the perver51on of the Promethean

power granted to man by an experimental d1v1n1ty “5

Man s genetic

~ heritage does prov1de him, however, with an instinct for aggression. It

~has a physiological expreSsioncin the form of adrenal secretion, which

- produces wideSpread altekacionsnin various bodily proceSSes. Thus the

~ organism issprepared.to'fTee swift]y to safety or to engage,fn’direct

 'physicé1 struggle with the source of the threat. In this view, fMaiming,

~ killing, devouring'other forms of 1ife with.Wth you are 15 dﬁrecf

physical contact, whom you touch, with whom you strugg]e? whose cries and

writhings and panic you see:and near and smell are the inevitables of

o 1ife°“6' Violence, however, is Whoily_conventionaia an invention practiced

v in.defiance of the law of uod° 7 _
V101ence, to Learj, 1s not on]y 1mmora1 It fs iheffecfivea As

'e the revolut1on 1s d1rected to the downfall of ex1sz1ng patterns of thought

: and behavior, it can succeed on]y by produc1ng ‘such. changes. Changes in

the thought;patterns the consc1ousness of an individual must obviousTy

come from. within. They cannot be 1mposed from- w1tnout by force or any

other device. Vio]ence is one pattern of human behav1or which the revo-

_1d£ion proposes to change° V1o1ence‘1s not ended ay cont1nu1ng to

,-‘ pract1ce it. - | o | |

| Leary fe]t that ‘the changes brougnt about by the revo]ut1on wou]d

be natural, des1rab1e,-and fun to the extent. that the.neans were natural

oo

Ibid., p. 95

flihostt B

61bid., p. 89.
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- and fun. Modern man, Leary contends, is conditioned to seek learned
rewards, to do good. His desire to feel good, to seek the unconditioned
neurological state,. to "get high" has been mostly swallowed uﬁ by a
socially-accepted puritanic impulse to equate the enjoyment.of pleasure
with a selfish and evil hedonistic indulgement. | |

‘We are, he argues, a géa?-oriented’society, and those goals are,
for the most part imposed by the socialization process. "Most of the |
things we Tike are artificia?, learned rewards, the artificial man-made

wl/

bell that made Paviov's dog salivate. He are taught, for example, to

equate prosperity with happiness and‘c0ﬂsumption with satisfaction.
Beiiéving that certain material and social rewards are necessary to pro-
duce céntentment, we struggle incessant1y and ruth?ess?y'to obtain them.
The rewafds, which were supposed to be means to an end, become ends in
themselves. There is a finite 1imit on the availability of such rewards,
theéefore‘strife is the condition of man. The elimination of strife thus.
requires an alteration of human desire. Marcuse suggests that man must
Tearn to diétinguish between true, i.e., bio'log‘ica‘ls needs and false, i.e.,
culturaliy imposed oﬁes,s The earth may héve sufficient resources tb meet
the needs of man, but his greed, a product of false conscicusness, is
insatiable. | |

The changes which come about must occur naturally, that is, in

accordance with, not defiance of, natural genetic law. To Leary; this

7Leary, "Episode and Postscript,” op. c¢it., p. 223.

SHerbert Marcuse. Essay on Liberation. (Boston: Beacon Press,
1969), p. 4. :
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meant that the revolution had to be high1y individual, intimately personal.
: "Orgénic changes occur gvadua?Ty and invisibly," he said.? Not only 1is
.vioieﬁce.rejected, thérefofes hut so is any kind of action in a collective
poTiticaI sense. “"We're hot going to do it by picketing or any of fhe
games of political struggle. We're going to bring down the Amgrican
_governmentog.ﬁhrough a religious r‘eneris;sam:e.,”1O

The groups to whom the new Fe?igion; the new vision, will first
appeal and in whose ranks it will be nurtured are the artists, the
alienated, and the young. Thesg are the same groupé, Léary argues,-which
have always provided the seed beds of revolution.!] Leary, in discussing
the use and control of new forms of energy says this, "A fifteen year old
is gofﬂg to use a new form of energy to have fun, to intensify sensation,
to make love, for curiocsity, for personal growth,"jz By the time they
become adults, their consciousness has been constricted by socialization,
the reducing valve functions efficiently, and direct experience and
"Sengation have been filtered down to mere shadows of their former promi-
nence. Therefore, adult society seems peculiarly bent on examining new
forms of energy, if at all, only in térms of the incremental power and

control they can bestow.

9Leqry. Politics of Ecstasy, op. cit., p. 236.
10 '

Leary, "The Speech That Never Was," op. cit., p. 95.
H1pid., p. 93.

12Leary, Politics of Ecstasy, op. cit., p. 123.
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But Leary argues we stand on the brink of a new age. f As
Whitehead put it:
A1l our sociological theories, our political philosophy, our
practical maxims of business, our political economy, and our doc-
trines of education are derived from an unbroken tradition.of great
thinkers and of practical examples from the age of Plato...to the
end of the last century. The whole of this tradition is warped by
the vicious assumption that each generation will substantially live
_amid the conditions governing the lives of its fathers and will
. transmit those conditions to mold with equal force the lives of its

children. We are living in the first period of human “history for
which this assumption is false.!3

The generation gap is not, 1t is argued, a‘socia? trend. It is a species
mutatibn,”an evoTutidﬁéﬁ& lurch.. This is the first generation in human
history to live out its Tife under the constant threat of nuc1ear annihil-
ation. It is the first generation to be raised on television and ﬁherefore
subjected to the subtle alterations of sensory balance described by
Mchhan.T4 It is.the first generation‘to-iive in a world whose spatial
dimensions no longer impose a cOnsequeht geparation of men. And it is.the‘
first generation in human history which has been able to control its own
Cénsciousness° The political, religious, consciousness revolution which
Leary ad?ocates and predicts, is regarded as a natural development in
response to the revolutions of atomiéss electronics, and psychedelics.
"Electronics and psychede71cs," Leary argues, "have snattﬂred the sequence
of orderiy Tinear 1aent1f1cat1on the automatic imitation that provides

racial and socia1 continUity,“75 Through the technological narrowing of

space and time, Leary argued that:

B3¢ited in Leary. High Priest, op.cit., p. 203.

4, . . | .
[ Marshall Hcluhan. Understanding Media. (New York: New American
LTbPary9 Inc., 1959), p. 64.

15 eary. ‘Politics of Ecstasy, op. cit.; p. 162.



The American JOUﬂGSleF is beginning to catch on to the
frightening fact that the affluence and bribery of things and
the carnivals of televised athletic and political spectacles
are the come-on for arim, monolithic, mind-copping social
machines. And for those rebels who spurn the seductive bribe,
there awaits, on either side of the Iron Cuytain, the guns and
steel to coerce those who will not conform.

The kind of behavior change that Leary is talking about is, there-
fore individual, pleasurable, in accordance with genetic law, and comes
originally from the‘braine The speéific regimen for accomplishing such
change is stated in the motto: “Turn on, Tune in, Drop out." This
technique is doubly revoiutionary, he argues, since it is both symbolic
and neufo}qgica?iy real. Invpracticing this yoga of revelution, a person
_engages in a passive act of defiance as well as éccomp?ishiﬂg neural
alterations.

An amplification of this formula is: "(1) Blow your mind'with‘a
powerful psychadelic; (2) Recondition yourself to rahards and punishments
that you select; (3) Avoid all 1nst1tut1ons based on involuntary reward-
}pun1shment conditioning. 17 The aim of the revolution, then, is, "to
produce the first generatioa in human history.that could choose its own
‘mode of conditioning, react selectively to self-selected rewards, and
literally, neurologically make up its own mind.“18

Before‘we undertake a detailed description of these steps, it is
necessary to analyze Leary's theory of behavior. Psychologists are aware
~ that there exists a variety of Tearning in other animals, a Tearning

sequence they have labelled as imprinting. Leary drgues that this

161pid., p. 172.
Aijearya “Episode and Postscript," op. cit., p. 223.

18144,
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phenomenon also occurs in the infancy of humans and sets our consciousness.

in a particular social stage set; 'Imprintfng occurs during a relatively
short period of infancy. It is suddenAand not based on any reward or
punishment. It has also been ﬁhought to be irreversible. The conditidning
process then takes over to support and refine this basic mind set. Leary
argues that all behavior is learned, culturally determined. He suggests
that behavior sequences should be considéred as gamempléying,

Leary defines a game as a learned cultural sequence characterized

by the following six factors:]g

(1) Roles: A game assigns roles to the human beings involved.
(2) Rules: A game establishes a sat of rules which hold only
: during the game sequ Nce. -
- (3) Goals: The game has a specific goal or purpose, which may
be quite complex and not easily recognizabie.

(4) Rituals: Conventional behavior patterns not related to the
quls or rules but yet quite necessary to comfort and
continuance.

(5) Language: Each game has its jargon. Unrelated to the rules

: and goals and yet necessary to learn and use. :

(6) Values: Fach game has its standards of excellence or
goodness. » :

A cosmo]ogy which views all human behavior as game-playing has ]ong'beén

common in Eastern cultures. It is an idea to which the Western mind. seems

‘peculiarly impervious. There has been a recent resurgence of Western

interest in Eastern philosophical systems due, in part, to the efforts of

© Alan Watts to make these ideas accessible to more westerners.

Attention focuses the conscious mind 1ike the beam of a flashlight
by registering oniy certain few neural impulses, and ignoring the rest.

This ignorance, for most westerners, includes the failure to perceive the

19Leary9 "How to Change Behavior," LSD, ed. David So'ﬁomcm°
(Berkmtn G.P. Putnam's. Sons, Berkeley hhhal}fﬁﬂ Edition, 1966),
p. 104. . : v
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" game nature of behavior. This, claims Leary, is the primary factor in the
process of maintaining cultural stability and éontinufty. As he put it,
“Cuitura? institutions enco&rage the deTusioh.that the games of life are"
1nev1tabie givens 1nvo]v1zg natural Taws of behavior. These fixed
delusions tend to r1g101fy behavior pacternsefzo Th1s 1a11ure to
recognize the game nature of behavior is thus seen as the principle
obstacle to the revolution of cohsciousneﬁs,' A technique must be found
vhich will allow and assist more people to obtain this perception.
Leary recommends such a technique in the, ?Turn onf segmént of his
’ sTogéne According to Leary,'fturn1ng on" with a psychedelic chemica]v
invo??es, first of all, the temporary suspension of imprinting. This 7
allows the subject to see hehavior as a game-playing. Leary confends that,
"Change in behavior can occur with dramatic spontaneity once the game'

structure of behavior is'seen.“Z]

Leary carried out a rehabilitation
program for prisoners in Massachusetts usxng psilocybin as the chemical
catalyst, with what he claimed were remarkably successfu1~results.

| | ReCently there'has been a growing-a7a?m in this society about the
, extehﬁ'and the personal ahd social consequences of the problem of heroin
addiction.. Leary contends that the junkie and the psychotic have made
much the same choice and must be viewed and uhderstood in the same way.
These are people who have recognized the game strucfure-of behavior,'ahd,
%n.responses have opted out of the game. fThere are millions of Americans

in mental hospitals who have made this choice.... Psychosis is an

201pid. , p.
2

Ybid. . p. 109,
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ontolegical state, and the psychotfé is the pérson who justjwon't buy the
cquure, won't play the game;.,"z2 These are deeply reifgious'peopie, Leary
contends. They are seeking transcendence. The social response should be,

he argued, to accept the validity of their search and-merely try to help
the addict to, "see that biackoﬁt drugs are just bad methodoTbgy.because

you can't just keep holding the Lo swit_ch,”23

We should try to help
the psychotic see that his rejection'of the game is itself a game. The
object is not to escape from game-playing, since that is what all behavior
is, but to choose your own game and play it without forgetting that it is
a game, |
The second aspect:of the "turn on" experience is that it not only
sﬁatters the conventional view of reality, but that it also provides the
mystical perception-that, "We are the two-billion year old carriers of the
~ light, born not Jjust of biood‘nbr bf thé will of the flesh, nor of the
_wiTT of man, but of. the Light that flashed in the Precambrian mud,.the

h."2%  The suspension of iﬁprinting, the opening of the

Light made fies
brain's reducing valve allows fot an awareness of all levels of con-
sciousness. We can become direct1y aware of messages from our eTectronsg
cells, organ systems, senses, and ego. ‘
The message from our electrons tells us that we are mereTy vibrating
~energy in a space filled with the same energy; Through the language of

RNA, the DNA code delivers to us knowledge of our entire evolutionary

22Leary. High Priest, op. cit., p. 334.

23Leany. Politics of Ecstasv, op. cit., p. 43.

24 eary. High Priest, op. cit., p. 3.
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hisﬁory° The organs can make us be¢ome aware of ourselves as somatic
}processes,r The senses ihfarm us of our contact with the environment.25

The third aspect of the psychedelic experience, and the one most
directly affecting behavior change, is the opportunity the experience
affords the subject to reimprint, selecting hﬁs own game and role. Free
individual game selection can create enthusiasm for playihg well the game
chosen, and the conscious pérception_of it as a game will prevent blind
addiction to it.2°

. The psychedeﬁc,experieqce9 by its nature, is shocking and
shattering. But the guality of the'exﬁeriences whether i1t is a "good
trip" or a fbad tripf depends upon two factors, according to Leary. His
contention is that neither mystical insight nor existential terror is in
the drugy-any more than biological knowledge is confained in the micro-
scope. There is no specific or typ?cairsﬁbjective reaction to the |
ingestion of a psychedelic chemical.

The two factors, which in Leary's view, determine the quality of
the experience, are éet and setting. By "set,“‘Leary means , fthaf which
the subject brings to the situation, his earlier imprinting, his learning,
his temperament, his emotional, ethical and rational predilections, and
perhaps most important, his immediate expectations about the drug )
experience,"27 For this reason, Leary advises careful preparation for {he :

session. It is not an experience one should approach with the thoughtless

25Leary° Politics of Ecstasy, op. cit., pp. 136-137.

26Leatﬂys "How to Change Behavior," op. cit., p. 117.

o \
“Leary, “Introduction,” op. cit., p. 22.
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indu]génce of a cocktail or a cigarette. It is, or can be, in the pfopéf
circumstances, a fundamentally 1ifé~a1tering re1igious‘expérience. It can
be what William James called a "conversion experiénce.”ZS

This prepérations Leary advises, should inc?ude'iéarniﬁg something
-a5out the actual chemical process involved and about the kind of aﬁareness
which .can result. _The,subject should have some idea of what to expect so
that he can prépare himself to accept it. HMost importantly he. should
understand beforehand that psychedelic awareness is only an expansion of
conscfoushess. Néthing.appears, disappears or changes, we merely perceive
things in a different way. The brain, depending on whether it is relaxed,
open and receptive or rigid, defénsi?e and paranoid can create heaven or
hell. As Leary said, "Our consciousness creates the universe we
experienéen"zg | |

Setting is the envirqﬂment of the psychedelic session. From
hundreds of sessions, Leary and his research associ&tes']earned a great
'.deal about providing an effective setting. It makes a significant
| difference, not unexpected1y, whether the subject has the experience in an
atmosphere of warm and loving support from people whom he knows and trusts
or in a sterile and clinical atmosphere surrounded by impersonal white-
coated obsevvérs hovering around him expectingly waiting for him to go
berserk.

The physical location is quite impoftant, The place Qherévthe

session occurs should be free from distractions or interruptions. It

284i114am James. Varieties of Religious Experience. (New York:
Modern Library, 1936), p. 136. '

2G . " . )
deeary5 High Priest, op. c¢it., p. 80.
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should be genera?iy.COmfértable and familiar to the éubjectm In creating
an effective atmosphere many accoutrements or sacrementalsvcan be borrowed
from other religious traditions. It is basically a religious atmosphére
whi;h Leary wecommgnds9 complete with incense, music énd'cafnd’!es°

Probab?y:the most important aspect of the setting is provfded by
ﬁhe people in whose company the experience takes place. Leary recohmends
that only people known and Toved by the subject sﬁ@u]d be present. One
such friend shbuld'act as the guide, or guru.30 The presence of. a guide
is especially recommended by Leary because of the extreme suggestibility
of the psychedelic state, espacially when the experience is new and un-
familiar. "The rigidity of the normal mind (is) sé different from the |
‘complete openness and vuinerabiifty of the'psychedQTic situat‘iozn.,“gl The

_guide can help to bring subjects out of fegr situations or help to direct
them toward particﬁ?ar goals.

Setting may also involve the use of certain rituals. These rituals
can be employed in quite the same way and for the same purposes they are
designed to accomplish in other religicus traditions. They may be used in
the psychedelic experience to create moods, to direct attention, and -again
fo overcome paranoia. Familiaf religious rituals may be used as may more
esoteric Fastern re?ingUS texts and ritua]s. Leary and his.C011aborators,
Richard Alpert and Ralph Metzner, wrote a manual for directing the

psychede1ic.experience based on the Tibetan Book of the Dead,BZ

[#3)

1.

~3

O1bid., p. 1
p. 1

g.

(O]

S1bid.,

32 e b . NV :
Leary, Ralpn Metzner, and Richard Alpart. The Psychedelic
Experience. (New York: University Books, 1964).
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Leary makesrno claim that the experience, by itseif; will inevitably
produce lasting behavioral changes. Because of the importance of set, some
_individua1s.may not be Peady for revelation. Eastern religious tradition
refers to the sum of préviQUS'experience as karma. The metabhor'is that
enlightenment can come only to those whose karma permiﬁs such an advance.
Some subjects may be unabie:to facé the shattering effect of psychedelic
awareness. They will return to their previous game-playing. Others, with
‘a narrow unhappy, and unsatisfying background or set, will understand and
accept the psychedelic revelation, but will have no repertoire from which
to select a new game.33‘ |

The.fhird reason why the psychedelic experience may be inadequate,
in itself, to effect permanent behavior changes is intrinsic in Leary's
understanding of the dynamics of behavior. It calls for the second step
'_in the process--"tune in." The opportunity for new imprinting afforded by
the experience hust be followed up by new conditioning to support and
sustain the psychedelic vision. The subject should strive to manifest the
change in his mind through his physical actions. Hhe should seek, Leary
urged, "...to express the revelation, the glory, and the confusion and the
paradox which comes from turning on ih acts of glorification, of commu-
nication, of expressing the wonder and the meaning. It's»this process of
acting it out that ié'ta11ed “tuning i, 1034 |
Leafy argueS'that, "A11 music, all dance, aTJ theatre, all painting,

all poetry started with a somewhat psychedelic or visionary experience.

33Leary5 "How to Change Behavior," op. cit., p. 115.

34‘Learys "The Speech That Never Was," op. cit., p. 85.



And thét person who‘s‘been turned on rushes back to the tribe and he
struggles, he hungers, ha drives himself to express the glory which is
'Godesent,”35 The new condftioning process.shouid encourage the deve1op«
ment of artistic iaients‘and creatfvé abilities as the person plays his
new game with vigor and satisfaction. Changes in 1ife style should occur
as reflectigns of the glory and meaning of the experiencév The new Tife
style, because it is mdre natural, pleasurable and satisfying provides:its
owWn conditioning,énd is se1prerpetuéting°

As -the individual changes his Tife style, it becomes impossible
for him to play his cold role with resbect t6. the eétablished social order.
The third step, then, is to "drop out." Probably no other aspect of
Leahy's theory has been as variously interpretéd, by himself as well as
others, as this one. Dropping out is primarily a staté of mind. It is a

~_gentle and psychoiogica1 detachment from, "“the vio1en£ society and its
computerized, impersonal, inhuman techno?ogy."s6 It should be a peaceful
and total rejection of established social beliefs, values and gpais.
Dropping out is the conscious decision, made on the basis of the evfdence
presented by the psyﬁhede1ic éxpevience, to seek a new and better way of
1ife. To Leary, dropping out quimately means an active -effort to create
- new social forms based on a new understanding of natural ltaw, of society,

and on the individual's relation to it. Leary urges thosé who wauld drop

out to group themselves into tribes of Tike-minded fellows, migrate to the

3%7hid., p. 89.

r 3 ) K3 l“ » L3¥ 3
3°Leary, "Violent Governments, Nonviolent Hippies," op. c¢it.,
p. 86. : _ T
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counf.r*ysidé2 and form religious cults. ATT of this, he éautioneds should
be done,as a positive act of belief and creation not as a negative act of
rebellion against the existing social order,37

In order to assist people who wish Lo accomp11sh this transition,
Leary proposed the establishment of urban spir?tuai centers which would
provfde counseling, encouragement, and -advice. They would be reverse half-
way houses, for the use of those who are on their way out of established
society rather-than back into it.

This is Leary's plan for revolution. He views it as a continual
process. The psychedalic ex?erience will reQufPe repetition for most
'peopTe‘ The spﬂc1f1c psychedelic yoga or method which Leary advocates will
require dedication, time, effort, and technique. It:is not a matter of
swallowing a pili,,periode As he said, "Dear friéndss ﬁo specialize in
the use of your own nervous system, to Tearn to use your hzad, and to use
'the-wisdom in your cells, requires many.year‘sh"38

The revoiut1on will grow, Leary contends, 11 Le any oth r organic
process, cell by cell. It will grow individual by individual. Most of
these individuals wili be relatively-young, due to their physio]ogicél
6penness. A d1sc1p11nv, as'regimeng is reéommeﬂdede But Leary views the
psyche&e]ic revolution as inevitable because it is in accordancé with
evolutionary cycles and genetiC'1aws,--The_psydhedeTic view of the universe,

must result eventually from the discoveries of physics, electronics, and

neural physiology in conjunction with the revelations of psychopharmacology.

_37Leary, Politics oflEcstasys op. cit., p. 226.

1t

134 © e . &5 3
BGLearys-"?slzﬁlcs, Ethics, and HMeaning of Marihuana," op. cit..

p. 140,
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The imputation of inevitability to this phenomenon>is, of course, specious.
Hew knowledge in‘tﬁese fields'may make the revoluticn possible or more
Tikely, but certainly not inevitabiee |

These developments have produced such an awesome gnhancement of
- human potential, that Leary consistently %efers to it as a species change,
a mutation. A new energy has heen discovered; a new culture will be
"-formed to use it. What kind‘of culture it wﬁ17 be is the subject of the

next chapter.



CHAPTER V. A VISION OF POST-REVOLUTIONARY MAN AND SOCIETY

"My blueprint for the world is that we will live

in harmonious, interspecies interactions."!

TimothyALeary's political theory includes a normative and pre-
diétivé vision of human social and political arrangements resultant from
the revolution of consciousness. Descriptions of post-revolutionary
society are found throughout Leary's writings. “In amp1ifyfng the "tune in®
and fdrop outf'phéses of this theory, Leary has left suggestions as to his
vigw of the shape of‘the future, At Miilbrooks a large estate in Hew York,
Leary,_in communion with about ‘sixty others attempted to construct an
| alternate community. | |

Leary rejeéted the content of the current socialization process,
but never denied that such a process is essential to social continuity.
 He argued that some sort of social stfucture is essential for two reasons.
First, the chaos of Timitless awareness is overwhelming,. and there is a
need Tor some kind of order to return to.and in which to give expression
to this awareness. The second need for order is to provide a directfon
and a context within which transcendence can be sought. By ordér, Leary
means the deVéTopment of traditions, rituals, even laws which provide an
- atmosphere conducive to indjvidua? tranécendence. He does not reject the
- jdea of order, but contends that there are both good and had, natural and

unnatural varieties.

Leary. Politics of Ecstasy, op. cit., p. 221.
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There remains the problem, however, of deciding how much structure
- is needed, of trying to strike an appropriate balance between authori-
tarianism and anarchy. Striking such a balance is a matter of Tistening

to and acting in accordance with ce71ﬁ1ar wisdom, sayé Leary. HWe all have,

H

he argues, "a cellular, intuitive sense about where law, which is necessary
to protect society, stops and where 1hdividua1 growth, which is necessary
to keep society going, beginskfz vaidusTy, the problem here is that we
have attained no common perception, intuited through cellular wisdom or
from any other sourceAabdut where in specific terms, law ends and
individual growth begins. '

Most of 45at Leary prescribes in regard to social and political
arrangements is contained explicitly or implicitly in his "Constitution
of Life," the basic political document of a proposed future soéia1 drder,3
The titTe of this document serves to establish the dimensions of the con-
text. A1l national, raciaT} and even species boundaries are subsumed
under the aegis of a single authorit&.

The aims of the.new society are stated in the Constitution's

Preamble. Although the constitution is ordained and established by the

H

"Freemen and Freewomen of the Planet Terra," it is designed to accommodate

and.direct'the interrelationships of all 1ife forms. The first two

it

purposes specified are: "...to form a more perfect union," and, "to

21pid., p. 199.

3Ibid., pp. 366-368.
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reestablish species harmony,"4 These ideas are premised on the explicitly
stated "seifmevident truths" contained in thelbeclarétion of Evolution that
all species are equal and endowed with equal rights.

The next two purposes stated in the Preamble arevtoﬁ “Provide for
the physical and spiritual sustenance,” and, "to promote the general
welfare of all living forms,“S This 1is akin to the Biblical notion of
dominion, which assigns to man, by virtue of his highly developed cortical
capacity, assigned that is,hy naturaT Taw, not simply the possibility of |
exercising power over other species, but also assigns to him the réspon=
sibility for doing so in conformity with natural Taw.

Leary believes that the réason for living is to glorify the divinan
within and without. Living is an act of adoration. This is what'he means

by the next stated purpose, that of insuring, "a climate of ecstatic
prayer."6 The aim is to insure that Tife is understood as an acf‘of
woréhip and ﬁan therefore be Tived consciously and fully as a religious
activity. To create a new society, or as Leary put it, "To drop out means
to detach yourself tenderly, aestnaL1ca11y, harmoniously from the fake-
prop studio of the empire game and do noth1ng but guard and glorify the
Light."” | |

| Finally, the Constitution is promulgated to "secure the blessings

of Tiberty to all creatures now living and their posterity.“s Here again,

41bid., p. 366.
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reference is made to the unity and harmony of-a?1 1ife and to the
responsibility to preserve the presence of Tife. Life is viewed as

totality. Like the Christian notions of the Mysticé? Body of Christ and

“the Communion of Saints, it is composed of 1life forms which have been,

those which are, and those which are yet to be.

Article I of the Constitution dzals with laws. It states the

‘basis of authority in Section 1. "The Taws of God as expressed in the.

evolving principles of Biology and Physics are the Only and Supreme Power
of the P]anet.”9 The basiCIStatement of the ethical system and the
principle which 1s to goverh the conduct of all human affairs is: "Love

u10 The constitutional limits of

God énd every Tivﬁng creature as thyself.
political authority are specified by the proviso that, "No rules shél? be
established by manvwhich_inﬁérfere with the harmonies and rhythms of nature
or the rights of otherAmen or other species to evolve according to the
Divine P1ane“1¥ : . |
Since Leary é]aims that this future society will be natural and

therefore good, human forms of social organization will be those which are
decreed by divine genetic Taw. The evolution of the human specigs hés
prepared us, Leary contends, to live in a tribal based society. "He are,"
he said, "tribai animals. 'Primateé.‘ We have lived together in small bands

for a hundred thousand years. The unit of human survival--spiritual, .

economic, political--is the clan. The clan is a small collection of
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families."12 “Man is designed by over two billion years of divine blue-
printing to live in small groups," he argued°}3-'And each human baing
contains, "in the vefy cellular essence of (his) being, tribal commitments;.
Tribal style. Tribal mores. Tribal taboos. Tribal sexual riﬁua1se“14_

. The vast and seémihgly insoluble social, political, ecqnom{c, and morai
'probiems which presently confront man in advanced industrial society are
seen as resultant frém his attemﬁt to live in a style which is contra-
dicted hy his very nature. The greaf problems of war, poverty, po}lutions
and racism aré indeéd insoluble, Leary would afgué, within the context of
‘existing social forms. Social systems larger fhan the clan are based on
irrational and unneceésary fear and finally must resort to force to
maintain their viability. , |

Because man'is basically a primate,‘safd'LeaEys hé snhouid not
accept the pontica? or spiritual leadership of anyone whom he cannot
experienée and relate to_personaiiy,‘face to faée5 flesh to flesh. The
“¢lan, which Leary dafines as, "a sma11‘gr§up of human befngs organized
around a religious goal,“]5 is the most ancient and most sacred human
structure.

Although Leary does not make his usage entirely clear, he uses the
terms 'clan' and ‘cult' interchangeably and implies that a 'tribe' is a

collection of clans. Article II of the Constitution deals with tribés,16

12Leary.‘ High Pvieéﬁ, op. cit., p. 230.

B10id.
A1pid.

}5Leary, Poiitics of Ecstasy, op. cit., p. 227.

101bid., p. 366.
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In the first section, they are explicitly recognized as the naturé? units
Qf human éssociation, Fach one is defined by a tertitory'which is under-
stood as collectively leased from God and by its.individuai and freely
chosen style of Tife and worship. -The Tines which are invented to define
territory are conventional and arbitrary, but will be based as much as
ipossjb?e on natural geographic feaﬁureé of the land. The criticism that
‘the intellectual invanticn.of such imaginary 1§nes sevvés_io divide men is
Vadmiﬁted,, But if the premise that mass soc%ety is unnatural to man is
allowed, then there must befsomgAnaturaT division of the members of the
specfes into smaller units. . The specific lines of divisibn are
conventional, but the urge to establish them is not. And, at any rate, it
makes a great deal of difference what sort of importance -is attached to them
and what kind of political authority makes the rules wfthin and between
térritovia] tribal units. |

‘Each tribe has the auﬁhority to establish its own game rules
hegu]aﬁing the style of 1ife and worship. But the Constifution specifies'
that these rules are valid only within the territory ands‘"sha11 not
interfere with the physical and spiritual growth of other spécies'in the
tefritory and other species and tribes outside their territory."17
' Territory is to be pfoportiqnai to tribal size, and no tribe can number
‘more than 360 members between the ages of fourteen and Fifty.

A series of Timitations on po]iticai authority aré set forth
explicitly. The Constitution refers to the following provisions as "seed

.. 18
principles.”

1pid., p. 367.

18}:33"1’(},



First, nb tribe 1is to make or'possess mechanicals chemicaT, or
e}ectrica? weapons. | | |

Second, police are to function as unarmed social game referees.

No individua1 is to exercise police or judicfd? authority for more than
“three years. | E
| Thirdg there are to ba no secret poh’cé°

Fourth, each tribe hust guarantee free and equal access to Tife—:
ining energies. They are %o be shared equally by all tribal members.
Competition and artificial scarcities are permitted4oa7y with respect to
nonessentials.

Fifth, the exercise of tribal po]iticafrauthority is to be con-
sidered as a burden which the genetic code assigns to the tribal seed
bearers, -those over fourteen and under Tifty years of égeﬂ "Persons under

.the age of fourteen and over the age of Fbrty—nines in consonance wfth the
obvious directives of the DNA code, shall be relieved of all secular ’
dbligaticns and be free to laugh, learn, play, Tove God and exist.as Holy
Children of the Divine Parents."]9 | |

Sixth, no tribe is to, "éT]ow the invasion or restriction of
private behavior within the dwelling places, shriﬁess or bodies of Free-
men and Ffeewomen,fzo The notion of sin is to be separated from the
notidn'of_1aQ° No more victimless crimes. And no po]ificai authority is

to alter the consé%ousness of any individual, or to prevent him.from

altering his own.
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Finally, "&o tribe shall compel or restrict the mode ofveducation,
free méyement, or free communication within and between individuals and
tribes, 2] | |
Article TIT of the Constitution calls for an A1T;Life Council which
is to govern planetary'affairs and interplanetary relations.2? Its
functions are to protectxthe %reedom of all species and all pebpie within

tribal territory and to negctiate on behalf of the collectivity of tribes

with nontribal govermments.

The Council is a representative legislative body whose decisions
are binding on all tribes. It is composec of one democratically elected
representative from each tribe, and in addition, a representative of every

other species of 1ife on the planelt and representatives of future
t

generations. The Council will select these representatives, “from among -

scientists who have exhibited concern for and knowledge of the needs of
infrahuman and superhuman gr—.\_nera’tsions.,"2-3 Such a legislative body might
be exceedingly unwieldy, but the propesition pays respect to the principle

of the equal rights of all species of 1ife. Recently, American society

~ has bacome alarmed about the content of toxic mercury in certain species

of fish. The concern has issued from a wholly human perspective. We ask

~ whether human health is thereby threatened. Leary 1is here proposing that

we ask the fish how théy feel about it. What is the scientific answer %o

to the questions of the various needs and tolarance levels of each species?

2T1pid.
221bid., p. 368.

“Ibia.
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_ The Council is to coordinate'énd'hafmonizé»tﬁe spiritual and
physica] growth of each tribe and species without favoring any one over
another. Human beings who are not tribal members are to; "be considered :
and honored as belonging to a different speciesf"?4.

In an attempt to perfecﬁ ﬁhe practice of a political trick
pioneerea by the Framers of the American Constitution, it is specified in
" the final section of Article III that, “"A founding assembly of the All-
Life Council shall be convened at the call of forty-nine tribes of Freemen
and Freewomen who have maintainad territorial harmoﬁy under a tribair
constitution ¥or a period of one year.”25

This Constitution reveals much about the nature of Leary's vision
of post-revolutionary society. 'It is quite similar to Jefferson's theory.
Emphasis is placed on small, Tocal governmental units wherein political
authority-is Tocated. Political decisions at this level are to be madeA
democratically by those tribal members who bear the physioiogicai
responsibility for the continued propagation of the speciésn Every
political décision is to be made at the lowest practicable level, as -close
to the people as possible. On the basis of the game nature of the human
contract, Leary developed through his empirical research with psychedelics
the fo11qwing set of egalitarian brincip]es which will be practiced in this
future society. They are, feqﬁality in determining role, rule, rituél,‘
g0a1;’1anguage9 and Cémmiiment; equality in the explicit contractual de~-

finition of the real, the gdod, the true, the logical; equality of the -

24 1hid.

2S1bid.
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right to speak and to have access to re1evaht,information, Any contract
between mén should be explicit about any temporary suspension of tﬁese
equaliﬁies,”ze | . |

In the future society, a new Tanguage w11i be developed to commu-
nfcate new aspectsvof axperience. HNew values wiil_arise based on a broader
range of reaiity. Mew methods of education wi]i'be‘empioyed utiiizihg |
ﬂsychede?iés to facilitate Tearning and begin to realize the potentialities
of the human cortex. '

The need for psychede1ic cheﬁicals will be 1e§s acute in the
future, Leary believes, because we will Tearn how to'raise children who
are not addicted to drugs or to symbols. “"Nature always produées the cure
for the particular disease which has evolved. The diseagé that is
crushing and oppressing this p1ahet today.js man's possessive and
manipulatory symbolic mind.... The young‘generation needs LSD to cure the
symboﬂié b]ague. Their children wbn‘i need LSD except for the mentally
ill. The mentally 111 in the second‘generation to come will be those who
get addicted to symbols, power."27_ ‘

In the envisioned society, a cycle of interspecies hérmony and
mutual collaboration will be buf?t up. ‘”Né’1] pay respect to the facts
‘that the symbolic human mind can't face--one, that we all die; two, that
we all eat eéch other; three, that we must all provide for each other's

genetic or soul grqwth;“zg

26Leary,."How to Change Behavior," op. cit., p. 113.

27Leary, Politics of Eéstasys op. cit., p. 219{

Q &
281hid., p. 221.
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Leary does not condemn iechno]ogy He is highly commendatory of
Aldous huxTey s prophetic vision of a society in which technology is man s'

2% It can be used to Tiberate man from the

servant rather than h1s master.
st%ugg]e for existénce,_as Marcuse theorizes. Such a transition can be
accomplished only in the context of the .developed human capacity to
distinguish between true and fa]se"needs."Leary specu]ates that what
industry is necessary will be placed Undergraund.30 The problem of
leisure can be dealt with only by encouraging the exploration of the
infinity of inner space,\ A highly specialized new cccupatioh which will
emerge will be that of psychedeiic adviser, the new priesthood. Leary
undeftook a project of training psychedelic subjects to function as guides

for others who seek the experience.?’1

29p1dous Huxley. Island. (Hew York: Harper and Brothers, 1937.)

3“ . 3 © e
”QLeaPy, Politics of Eestasv, op. cit., p. 268,

» '31Le1rjﬁ'“Thc R&tiana?o 0} the Mexican Psvchede?ic Training
Center." Psychedelic R view, I (1066), 178-185.




: CHAPTER VI. THE VALUE OF THE THEORY

"I knew that he (Leary) was not interpersonally :
destructive--he might be destructive of institutions,
but not of individuals. He was a very loving
person,"” .o

One way of assessing the importaﬁce of any theory of révo?ution is
to observe how seriously it is taken by those whose positions in the
estabTished order are threatened by it. Leary's theory has seldom been
 taken seriously in the sense of being openly and critically examined on

its merits, with a subseguent national decision made as to its acce§t~
ability. But it has apparently been perceived as a serious threat, if
such a judgment can be made on the basis of offiﬁiaT reactioh° The fac?
of Leary's harassment by law enforcément agencies and his final
fncarceraﬁion for a victimless crime are matters of public-record. His
initial sentence of thirtyv years in prisaﬁ and a $30,000 fine for
possession of less than one-half ounce of marijuana was c]earTy'excéssive
and clearly political. Legis?aiion has been passed prohibiting all but
goVernment sanctioned research with psychedelics, and the public airwaves
have been flooded with subsidized messages calling attention only to the
hazards of drugs and with no particular care taken to differentiating
between marijuana and heroin. They are all 'drugs,’ psyéhedelics-

included, and the entire generic category labeled as harmful.

_1Baba Ram Dass (formerly Richard Alpert). Be Here How. (San
Cristobal, MNew Mexico: Lama Foundation, 1671), p. 8. o
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‘Leary, himself, was a,sub&ersive‘figure, a threat to the
established empire, énd treated accor@ing]y. He was incessantly hounded
- and finally Tocked up as a criminal. At the time of his escape, Leary
| was appealing to the United States Supreme Court to review the decision
.of a California court which had refused to grant bail during the conduct
of his appeal. The court had refused to grant bail on the ground that
his activities constiﬁuted a menace to society. - |

~ Perhaps an instructive parallel can be drawn between the public
careers of Leary and Socrates. Both'men presented ideational systems'

which constituted challenges to existing consensual philosophies. Both-

were accused of essentially the same crime, that of corrupting youth and'
preachihg disrespect for established religious ikonS'an¢,symbo]s. Both
 were Jjudged and’ condemned by.the established legal system. This }ecourse
is é traditional social practice for disposing of threats. Or so it.might
seem. But whatever threat Leary'may havé posed to socielty was and is |
contained in his ideas. Those ideas have-not been locked up.

Theré are other modes of judgment, of course. Leary is not an
academic theorist. He is an apostle for a particular religious and
political persuasion. As a proselyte, he takes certain liberties with the
canons of scho]arship.‘ Consider, for example, his treatmént of the notion
of imprinted learning. - He begins fromvthe accepted premiée that imprinting
takes place in other animals, and infers that it occurs in man, as well.
Nowhere, to my knowledge, is this prdcess explained, although Leary

claimed to bave’an exp1ahation,2 The psychedelic experience can

2{eary. Politics of Ecstasy, op. cit., p. 246.
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teﬁporari1y suspend the results of imprinting, he argued, but it. remained
uhc}ear, td me at least, just what effect such a suspension would producéa

The entire edifice of Lgary's formufatioa‘rests on the status of
the psychedelic experience itself. Leary's position on this question,
supported by a wealth of Peseajr“ch'studfes9 is that there is nb such thing
as the psychedelic expewﬁence, There are only psychedelic experiences.
Théré is a set of typicai physical reactions_to the ingestion of a
- psychedelic, but theyvaré of no concern here. There is no typical sub-
jective resﬁonse, however. The quality of the experience is a function of

set and setting.

| Leary was zealously optimistic in his'predfction of'fhe-widespwead
' usé of psychedelics. While this prediction may have been correct, his
facile assumption that they would be employed in the pfoper éetting and

by peopTe in a serioﬁs, reflective, and p}éparedAstate of mind\was surely
specious. Leary often referred to the psychédelics as'toolé, available

for use and subject to misuse. That they have been widely misused, seems
to me beyohd question. There has been no psychedelic priesthood, no 4
~corps of gurus to prepare and instruct others on the use of these chemica]s
and to éérve as guides during the psychedelic session. ‘Ironically, it was
“for the offense of attempting to train such}a priesthood that Leary was

| déported from Mexico.3 |

The question remains, however; whé{her given adequate dosage and

the prescribed set and Setting, psychedé?ics can induce the state of

. 3Tim0thy Leary, "The Rationale of the Mexican Training Center,”
op. cit., pp. 178-185.
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consciousness lLeary describes and result in appropriate behavior change.
Herein lies a weakness in the theory. For Leary:is'éttempting to describe
with words an experience which is ineffable. ' |

| ‘The state of consciousness which Leary and many oihers have
pursued through. psychedelics is a uniiive one,. a level of awareness of the
- mutual interrelation of all things.; This is a perception much closer to
field theory ana re?ativity in modern science than to any brand of
religious supernaturalism.

The only evidence available to support the contention that
psychedelics can be used-to effect such a level of consciousness is the
subjective testimony of ihose'who have had the exberience, In their
numbef are an impressive array of poets, philosophers, and clerics. Alan

1

Watts, in fact, professes to be: "...at oncefgratified and embarrassed
by a devéiobmenf (psychedelics) in Western science.which could possibly
put this unitive vision of the world, by g?most shockingly easy means,
within the reach of many who have thus Tar sought it in vain by traditional
methods. "4 _ V

In any 1ist1ng-of contemporary human prob1ems,.two which surely
merit prominence are man's inclination and wi11inghéss to employ violence
against his fellow man and progressive pollution of the p]anet's ecosystem.
When tﬁe individual is defined and felt as a separate ego or peksonaTity
~he is unaware that his organism is an energetic pattern that exists only

in inseparable concert with myriads of other patterns. And as Watts put

it: "So Tong as we do not effectively feel this to be so, there is no-

alan Watts. The Joyous Cosmology, op. Cit., p. 12.
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motivation for forms of politics that recognize the interdepéndence of all
" peoples, nor for forms of technology that realize man's inseparability
from the entire network of natural patterns;“E

Given such a realization, however, it is apparent that the
perpetrator of violence is also its victim. Or, as Jesus put it,
"Whatsoever you do unto the least of my brethren, you do unto Me.“6 And, -
with respect to the pollution problem, Watts argues persuasively, it seems
to me, the "What we need is a technology managed by people who no longer
experience 'self' as something foreign.to the body and its physical
environment. "’ “And he adds, |

We cannot pfoceed with a fully productive technology if it must
inevitably Los Angelize the whole earth, poison the elements,
destroy all wildlife, and sicken the blood stream with the
promiscuous use of antibiotics and insecticides. Yet this will
be the certain result of the technological enterprise conducted
in the hostile spirit of a conquest of nature with the main
object of making money. Despite growing public alarm over the pro-
blems of soil erosion, pollution of the air and.water, and the
deterioration of crops and livestock raised by certain methods of
industrial farming, 1ittie is as yet being done to develop an
ecological technology, that is, a technology in which man has as
much respect for his environment as for himself. ‘
Leary contended that those who have attained this vision would Tive oﬁt
its terms by adopting a 1ife style which would place fewer and more.
manageable demands on the dwindling 1ife supporting resources of the
planet. Giygn the suspension of social cbnditioning, they would be able

to distinguish between true organismic needs and culturally imposed ones.

SAlan Watts. Does it Matter? (New York: Vintage Books, 1971),

p. 22.

®The Bible. King James Version. Matthew 25-40.

' 7A}an waﬁts. Does it Matter?, op. cit., p. 74.
8atan Watts. - Ibid., p. 17.
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LearyrarguéSJthat there is a right way for mén to behave. His
attempt to identify a normétive natural 1éw applicable to man and dis-
-coverable through a study of genetic conditioning is a metaphorical:
device; A1l human behavior is a reflection of man's nature. When he
argues that we should behave in a particular way because i1t is natural,
it seems to.me that he tries but fails to add an additional element of
persuasiveness to his prescriﬁtiona The prescribed behavior is desirable,
_‘not because it is more natural than some alternatives; but because it is
more conducive to the maximization of certain values. |

That fhere must be widespkead and.fundamental adjustments fn human
behavior pétte?ns.in_a very short period of time if we are to avofd
belligerent mutual annihilation and the‘creation of a climate inhéépitab?e
to life on the planet, I.feel is obvious. Such major changes occurring in
a compacted>time span is a definition of revo1ution.l In this sense; a-
revolution may be seen as a desirable alternative to destruction.

Any realistic assessment of the success potential of a violent |
revolution in fhe United States today and for the foreseeable future.would
find the revq]utionaries hopelessly outmanned and outgunned. Given the
awesome destructive capacity at the disposal of the forces of the
eétab1ishment, any such attempt would be suicidal. Nor could such a
revolution, even if it succeeded at overthrowing the government, produce
the desired result.

Leary's defense of non-violent revolution is based on pragmatic
consideraﬁions; then, as well as on ethical, logical and aesthetic ones.
Ethically, Leéry rejects machiné violence as a perversion of human

inteTTigencé; Logically, a revolution which aims to end violence cannot
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~ continue to practice it. Aesthetica1?y;~a revolution -of joy and love is *
breferable to one of bloodshed and bitterness. To Leary, trust and open~
'rnessg love and humor are the means of the revo1ut10n ‘The ends will
follow. ‘

Is there time for such a revolution? It would take a generation,
perhaps two, to accomplish it. No one knows the answer to that question,
.of course, but neither has anyoné offered an'alterﬁative_strategy.which'
wou1d be faster and have a chance for success. |

There may be those who would see in Leary's proposais an elaboraﬁe
rationalization for a System-Ou hedonism. But in a society as unhappy as
this one, joy aﬁd love arestru1y subversive states of mind.

| 'Leary»has performed a valuablé service through the formu1ation of.
,hfs theory. He has initiated the necessary confrontation of the problem
in religious and political terms of the potential for é1ectrica1 and
chemical conscibusness alteration and Control, He predicted that these
chemicals would p1ay an fmportant énd posftive Fo1e‘in man's next evo-
']ut1onary step. | “

In his view and m1ne they provide a tool, not the tool, for the
‘product1on of a non—egocentric consciousness. Such a consciousness,
psychedeTically generated or not, provides a visioh.éf a better, héppier,
holier way of 1ife. That vision must be Tived out by those who attain it,_
for as Burke wrote, “EXamp1e‘1s the schpo] of mankind; they will learn at

no other."9

-

gﬁdmund Burke, Refl ertions on the Revolution in France
(New York: L]berai Arts Press, 1955) p 99
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‘The chf?dreh.qf the next generation 6r two will decide the
lissue@ If they ére-confronted by a choice between the rigid énd
. Pepressiveg'unhappy and puritanical, burééucratic9 man’ipulated9 and
vio]ent_?ife sty?e of contemporary society and a tru?yvrevoiutfonary9
free and f}oWiﬂg9 joyous and sensuaiﬁ-personéla open.and geni?e life

'styTeg-there is hope that they'11 know which side to be on,



APPENDIX A

DECLARATION OF EVOLUTION'

When in the course of organic evolution it becdmes obvious that-a muta-
tional process is inevitably dissolving the physical and neurological
bonds which connect the members of one geﬁeration to thevpast and
inevitably directing them té assume among the species of earth the
separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and Nature's God
entitle them, a decent concern for the harmony of species requires that
‘the causes of the mutation should be declared.

lle hold these truths to be self-evident:

--That all species are created different but equal;

--That they are endowed, éach one, with.certain inalienable rights; |

--That among them are Freedom to Live, Freedom to Grow,‘and Freedom fo
pufsue Happiness 1n thelir own style; | |

-=That to protect these God- g1ven rights, social structures natura]]y
emerge, basing their authority on the pr1nc1p1es of Tove of God and respect
for all forms of life;

-~That whenéver'any form of goyernmentfbecomes destructive of Tife,
liberty, and harmony, it is.the organic duty of the young members of that
species to mutate, to drop out, to initiate a new social\structuve, laying
its fouhdations on such principles and.ofganizing its power in such form
as seems likely to producé the safety, happiness, and harmony of all

sentient. beings.

ILearyg Politics of Fcstasy, op. Cit., pp. 362m366§’
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Genetic wisdom, indeed, éuggests that socia]‘structuresriong established
should not be discarded for frivolous reasons and transient causes. The
eéstasy of mutation is equally balanced by the pain. Accordingly aT];
experience shows that'members of a species afe more disposed to suffer,
‘whi1e'eviis are sufferable, rather than to discard the forms to which fhey
are accustomed. 7
- But when a long train df abuses and usurpations, all pursuing invariabfy
the same destructive goals, threaten the very fabric of organic life and
~ the serene harmony on the planet, it is the right, it is thelorganic duty
to drop out of such morbid“covenants and to evolve new loving social
structures. |
+ Such has been the patient sufferance of the freedom-loving peoples of
this earth, and such is .now the necessity which constrains us to form new
systems- of government. -
| The history of the white, menopausal, mendacious men now ruling the
planet earth is a history of repeated violation of the harmonious Taws ofi
néture, all having the direct object of establishing a tyranny of the
materialistic aging over the gentle, the peace-loving, the yoﬁng;rthe
-colored. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to the judgment of
generations to come. | | |

--These old, white rulers have maintained a continuous war against other
‘ spécies of life, -enslaving and déstroying'at whim fowl, fish, animais and -

spreading a 1¢thaT carpet of concrete and‘metaT over the soft body*of’earfhw

--They have maintained as}wél] a cdntinual state of'waf’among themselves
and'against the colored races, the freedomuiavﬁng, the gent?é,fthe young.

Genocide is their habit.
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-~They haye institutedlartiffcia1 scarcities, denying peaceful folk the'
natural inheritance of earth's abundance and God's endowment.

_ =-They have glorified material values and degraded thé spiritual.

-~-They have claimed private, personal ownership.of God's land, driving
by force of arms the gent?e,from their passage on the earth.

o their greed they have erected artificial immigration and custbms.
barriers, preventing the free mbvemént of people.

--In their lust for control they have set up systems of compulsory
education to coerce the minds of the children and to destroy the wisdom
and innocence of the playful young.

»—Ih their lust for power they have controlled all means of communication
to prevent the free flow of ideas and to block loving exchanges among the
_ gent1e. |

~-In their fear they have instituted great armies of secret police to
spy onn_the privacy of the pacific. | |

--In their anger they have coerced the peaceful youhg against their will
to join their armies and to wage murde%ous wars against the young and
gentle of other countries.: | |

--In their greed they have made the ménufacture and selling of weapons
the basié of their economiés.

--For profit they have polluted the air, the rivers, the seas.

--~In their impotence they have glorified murder, violence, and unnaturﬁ]
sex 1n‘their mass media. |

--In their aging greed they have set up an economic system which favors

age over youth.
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—~They haye in every way attempted tb impose a robot'uniformity and to
cruéh variety, individuaﬁty3 and independence of thought.
~-In their greed, they have institutéd‘po1iticai systems which

perpetuate rule by the aging and force youth to choose between plastic

-+ conformity.or despairing alienation.

--They have 1nvadea privacy by 111ega1 search unwarranted arrest, and

' 'contemptuous harassment.

--They have enlisted an army of 1nformers

~-In the1r greed they sponsor the consumption of dead]y tars and sugars
and employ cruel and unusual punishments for the possession of 11fe-g1v1ng '
éika]oids and acids.
: —?They never admit a mistake. VThey_unceasingly trumpet the virtue o? '
greed and war. In their advertising and in their manipulation of infor-
mation they make a fetish of_b]atant falsity and pious self-enhancement.

Their obvious  errors only stimulate them to greater error and noisier

- self-approval.

--They are bores.
--They hate beauty.
--They hate sex.
 —They hate Tife.
~We have warned them from time to time,td their inequities and blindness.
We have addressed every available appeal to their withered sense of. |
righteousness. We have tried to make them laugh. We have prophesied in
detail the terror they are perpetuatﬁng. But they have been deaf to the '
weeping of the poor, thé angu%sh of the colored, the rocking mockery of

the young, the warnings of their poets. Worshiping only force and money,



| ;f_;,l they listen 0h1y tQ force and money. But we éhaTT no Tonger talk in'théséy

bg?im tongues., | - | -
We must therefore acquiesce-t§ genefic necessiﬁy, detach ourselves from

fhéir uncaring madness and hold them henceforth. as we hold the rest of B
God's creatures--in harmony, 1ife.brotﬁers, in their excess, menaces t6
life. |
| We, thereforé, God-loving, peace-loving, Tife-loving, funuloving'men-aﬁd
women, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the Universe for the rectitude 6f,'
our intentions, do, in the name and-by the Authority of all sentient beings
-Who_seek gently tervolve on this b]anet, solemnly publish and declare
‘thatvwe are ?ree and independent, and that we are absolved from all

~Allegiance to‘the United States Government and all governﬁents controlled
by the menopausal, and that grouping ourselves into tribes of like-minded
fellows, we claim full power to live and move on the land, obtain

‘_susfenance with -our own hands and minds-in the style which seems sacred
and holy to us, and to do all Acts and Things which independent Freemen
and Freewomen may of right do withoutvinfringing on the same rights of
other species and groqps to do their own thing. |

And,%or the support of thisvDeclaration of Evolution with a firmv

re]iance.on the protection of Divine Providence, and serenely confident of
the approval of generations to come, in whose name we speak, do we now
mutually pledge to each other our Lives? our Fortunes, and our Sacred

Honor.



APPENDIX B
THE CONSTITUTION OF LIFE!

WE, THE FREEMEN AND FREEWOMEN OF THE PLANET TERRA,’IN ORDER TO FORM A .
- MORE PERFECT UNTUN} REESTABLISHVSPECIES HARMONY, PROVIDE FOR THE PHYSICAL N
| AND SPIRITUAL SUSTENANCE, PROMOTE THE GENERAL WELFARE OF ALL LIVING FORMS,
INSURE-A CLIMATE OF ECSTATIC PRAYER, AND SECURE THE BLESSINGS OF LTBERTY
TO ALL CREATURES NOW LIVING AND THEIR POSTERITY, DO ORDAIN AND ESTABLISH
THIS CONSTITUTION FOR THE UNITED TRIBES OF EARTH

ARTICLE I: LAWS

- Section 1: Thé Laws .of God as expressed fhléhe evolving Urinciplés of
Biology and Physics are the Only and Supréme Power of the Planet.

~ Section 2: The governing of human affairs shall be based on this basic
principle: Love God and every living cfeature as thyseTf. LOVE-EVOLVE.
Section 3: No rules shall be established by man which interfere with the
harmonies and rhythms of nature or the rights of other men or other

species to evolve according to the Divine Plan.

ARTICLE IT: TRIBES

Section 1: The organization of Freemen and Freewomen into small social
units for the purpose of physical and spiritual growth is recognized as a

| basic part of the unfolding Law of Nature.

‘]Leary; Politics of Ecstasy, op. cit., pp. 366-368,
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Section 2: Tribes are defined by territory cé11ective1y leased from God'
land‘by an individual triba]istyTe‘of iife and worship ffee1y choﬁeh, ’
.Secﬁion 3; Tribes shai1 establish game rules governing their own sty?e of
" life and worship. Such rules shall have authority only withinAthé tribal.
territory and shall not interfere with the physicé1 and spirftua] growfh
of other species in theirvterritoryband othe% specieé and tribes outside
their-territory. | |
Section 4: The ferritory and natural resources leased by any Tribe shall
be proportional to the numbers of tribe members.

Section 5: No tribe sﬁa11 number more than 360 persons over the age of
fourteen and under the age of fifty years.

Section 6: MWhile each tribe shail evolve ité own style of self-government,
the foi?owiﬁg seed principles shall not be violated:

‘a. No tribe shall manufacture or possess weapons'(mechanical, e1ectri¢a1,v
or éhemica1) designed to maim flesh, cripple health, Wage war against or
coerce other séntient beihgs.

b. Police shall function as unarmed umpires to supervise tribal games
and to isolate violence in emergencies. No person shall exercise police -
or judicial authority for more than three years. |

c,‘No secret police. No secrets about other sentient béings.

" d. Each tribe shall g&arantee free and equal éccess to life-giving
energies. Competition and artificial scarcities shall be allowed only in
the case of nOnessentia] things. Cémpetitive and greed games shall be
considered as therapeutic expressions of archaic impuises, fhrbwbackS'to

earlier, prehistoric epochs.

-
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.»;:;W Ve. The exercise of tribal authority--voting and rule making——éha1] be
conéidered burﬁené éssigned by God'and.the DNA code to the tribaf,seed'
.bearers, those between the ages of fourteen and forty-nine years. Perséhs'_'
under the age of fourteen and over the age of forty-nine, in consonance
- with the obvious directives of the DNA code, shall be relieved of dil
_ secuiar obligations and be free to laugh, learn, play, love God and exist
as Hdly Children of the Divine Parents.
7. NO'tribe'sha1f allow invasién or restriction of private behavior
. within the dwelling places, shrihes, or bodies of Freemen and Freewomen.
.1 g. No tribe shall compel or restrict the mode of education, f?eé

movement, or free communication within and between individuals and tribes.

ARTICLE III: ALL-LIFE COUNCIL

Section 1: Planetary affairs and'interblanetary relations shall be
governed by an ALL-LIFE COUNCIL. The ALL-LIFE COUNCiL shall protect thé
freedom Of.all species and individuals within the territories of the
partigipant tribes and shall negotiate on behalf of Freemen and Freewomen
with nontribal governments. ‘
Section 2: The deliberations and legislations of the ALL-LIFE COUNCIL
shél? be binding on all tribes.

Section 3: The ALL-LIFE COUNCIL~sha11 be composed of one representative,
democraticé]ly elected, from each tribe. Tribal representatives can be
organized into regional groupings. The deliberations and votings of the
ALL—LIFE COUNCIL shall utilize all available technical means for enhancing

communication and coordinating information.
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.Section 4: The ALL-LIFE COUNCIL shall also include representativés.of
‘every other species of 1ife on the planet and representatives frém future
generétiéns. Thése spokesmen}for infrahuman and superhumén evolutionary
forms shall be seTected by the ALL-LIFE COUNCIL from among scientists who-
haQe'exhibited concern for and knowledge of the needsiof'infrahuﬁan and
superhuman generations. ’ -
Section 5: The ALL-LIFE COUNCIL shall coordinate and harmaﬁize.the
physical and spiritual growth of each tribe and épecies and shall not
establish any Taw which favors the growth of any species or tribe at the
expense of others. Humén beingé now living who do not belong to tribes.
of Freemen and Freewomen shall be considered and honored as belonging to
a different species, : .
Section 6ﬁ A founding assembly of the ALL—LIFE COUNCIL shall be cqnvened
at the call of forty-nine tribes of Freemen and Freewomen who have main-
tained territorial harmony under a tribal constitution for .a period of one
year. | |

MAY THE WISDOM AND BLESSING OF THE DIVINE PARENTS GUIDE US.
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