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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
Conditions of the World Today
Regarding the conditions in the world and the needs
of mankind, vie quote the following from Cardinal Gibbons:
When vie look about us today we are ap
palled at the evils.that have crept into human
society. The world is just passing through a
crisis brought on by materialistic thought•
Those post-bellum times are called the recon
struction period. The great moral forces of
the day are seeking a remedy for the ills of
society.
Thoughtful men are beginning to realize
that religion is the only cure for those ills.
Now more than ever, perhaps, they are convinced
that human society must be guided by a higher
principle than mere statutes. This principle
must be divine law expressed in terms of reli
gion that operates in men*s lives.
Unfortunately, many have come to look upon
religion as a mere creed, a system of forms, a
cold intellectual code. This faulty conception
is due, at least in part, to our emphasis of
theological conclusions, our zeal to propagate
the dogmas of Faith, thus making it appear that
the intellectual is the all-important phase of
religion.1
It is easy to agree with Cardinal Gibbons that the
world is passing through a crisis, and that something is
1. Quoted in JJaeEaohern, Roderick,
pp. V-VI.
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wrong with society in all countries.

Many today are

pointing their fingers at the Uhlted States as leading
the world in lawlessness and strife, and it is a fact
that crime and trouble have been Increasing here at a
rapid pace since the Civil War.

There are many educators

and leading men in our country who claim that the cause
for most of this lies in the religious life of the indi
vidual; that lack of religion in the lives of the on-coming
generation is at the bottom of all this unrest and uncer
tainty.
In the early history of bur country, public educa
tion was fostered and controlled primarily by the church;
hence religion was given a very prominent place in the
curriculum.

As American democracy grew, step by step the

state took over the control and responsibility of educat
ing its citizens.

Accordingly the schools became less

religious and more secular until by the close of the nine
teenth century this secularization was almost complete.
During the years 1910-1932, a very definite change
took place in the attitude of state schools toward reli
gion.

G.A. Coe makes thS following statement regarding

the question of teaching religion:

3

That undergraduate study in religious
education, until yesterday non-existent, is
now given in 172 institutions in the United
States will cone as a startling fact even to
educators.^
The Different Stages of Development in
Religious Teaching in the American. Schools
1. Private schools - very religious
2. Private schools aided by taxes - very religious
3. Rise of public schools

k* Complete exclusion of all religion from public schools
5. An attempt by the churches to cooperate with schools
for a complete education
The last stage is the present-day period.
Purpose and Method of This Study
The problem of this study is to investigate and out
line what is transpiring in the public schools of the
United States today relative to the teaching of religion.
It does not attempt to decide whether religion should or
should not be taught.
By the term "public schools" is understood those
which are supported by taxes, either federal or state.
In the investigation of this subject, state school
laws, catalogs, manuals, and bulletins have been used.
2. Coe, G.A. "Announcing a MewMonograph."
Education: 23:228, (March, 1928).

Religious
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Questionnaires were sent to state superintendents of pub
lic instruction, to state attorneys-general, to state
universities, and to school superintendents in several
groups of cities.

Personal correspondence also has been

carried on with m n y of those who received the question
naire,

;

...

The data in the study were collected during two
different periods, first in 1934 and again in 1945.
affords an opportunity for an eleven-year comparison.

This

CHAPTER II
BRIEF HISTORY OF RELATION OF
EDUCATION AND RELIGION
Among the Early Civilization
Among the earliest peoples of our present.civiliza
tion were found various forms of religion.

Religion had

to do with explaining the myths, legends, dogmas, and
tribal ceremonies.

Their religious value is evidenced by

the fact that the totem is the center of worship, and
that the characteristics of these ceremonies are repre
sented by totemio animals.
their religious myths.

Around such totems cluster

In addition to these, there were

certain acts of Incantation and sorcery Intended to pla
cate the spirits or to obtain control over them.

These

so-called religious powers were early in the hands of
leaders who became known as priests, a class which usually
was composed of the heads of families.
Among the Chinese
In making a study of early religions among the
Chinese, one finds that their sacred texts consist of
the writings of Confucius and his followers, and these
form the basis of the fundamental religion of the

6

1
Chinese.

Confucianism in a remarkable way united social

and political ethics with private morality, and absolutely
dominated Chinese education.
In India
In reviewing the education of the Brahmans of India,
ono finds that it was possible for only the most devout
to follow the life of literary study and philosophical
reflection.

The literary class of India differed very

2
much from that of China:

'

first, because membership was

unattainable by any of the lower class; second, because
of its religious character.

Enjoyment of the privileges

of this life carried with it practically no obligation
of service to the community.

Only through a knowledge of

Hindu religion and sacred literature could one obtain an
understanding of this higher education and of its bearing
on the development of the individual.
With the Jews
Regarding the early Jewish methods of religious train
ing and education, it is noted that at least as early as
the period following the return of Ezra to Jerusalem in
1. Monroe, Paul. Grief Course in the History of
Education, pp. 12-19.
—
—
2. Iblti.. pp. 19—21. -

7

458 B«C. syoagogBea gradually were established in all the
3
towns.
In these the lav/ vms expounded and religious ser
vices were held*

One also finds that at this time the

Jews had institutions for furnishing instruction, chiefly
religious, throughout the land.

In connection with the

synagogues there grew up the scribes, who wore teachers,
who came to rival the priesthood in power.
The educational work of the Jews as a people was
surely remarkable.

Among them, education blended the

national questions with the various religious customs.
Parents would tell the child the story of their religious
history.

Through this instruction he would learn of God

and of His covenant with the Jewish people, and of the
Inheritances which came to him at birth.

Thus he would

be taught that these customs were of divine origin, that
■

-

:

,

.■

.

‘

:

■

■

'

;

■

.

.

.

:

'

/

'

they desceMed to him by right of Inheritance, and that
it was his privilege and duty as a member of the Jewish
race to carry on, no matter what the cost to himself
might be.
Jesus taught the same principles by much the same
methods while here on earth.

The"very earliest Christians

were descendants of the Jewish faith and lived under

3.

Monroe, Paul, on. clt..
^1-^3.
4. Graves, Frank P. A history of Education, pp. 1-99.

8

similar,conditions.

Their children were brought mp in

about.the aame way; that is, they were reared in the very
atmosphere of religion.
cation were inseparable.

To them life, religion, and edu
So we see that even among the

Jews, not only v/as religion taught in all their national
schools, but it was the main subject, and education was
practically in the hands of the priest class.
Among the Greeks
In early Greece nearly all the training, both in
school and at home, was of a religious nature; even the
:

5

athletic contests were in honor of the gods.

However,

the education of the Greeks was less directly connected
with religion than was that of other early peoples.

Yet

the Greeks spent much time in training their boys in the
virtues of piety and obedience.

Piety comprised both the

religious idea of reverence and that of regard for paren
tal control.
With the Romans
Manliness or firmness, or what today is termed charaoter, was a virtue valued by the Romans and exemplified
in their lives more than by any of the other ancient
5. tiubberley, Eliwood P.
pp. 5-17.

A brief History of Education,
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peoples.

In Rome, however, the home took the leading part

in moral training.

(And it might well be stated here that

the school can not exercise the moral power possible in a
good, well-regulated home.)

In Roman homes, the position

of the father exalted the functions and made the family
the social unit.

The morals of the home were emphasized.

The father was responsible for both the moral and physical
training of the boy.
During the Early Christian Era
Under the dominance of Christianity, education re^
6
- '
calved a wholly new character.
Instruction in doctrines
and church ceremonies was substituted for the intellec
tual element.

It is true that the moral nature had been

greatly slighted by pagan religion and scarcely appre
hended by Greek philosophy, but now it was to find new
life and vigor in Christianity.
Beginning of the Secularization of Schools
in the United States
During the middle ages, Christianity became a con
quering religion, and as such it grew apart from the home
and the people.

It came into the hands of a few of the

priest class, and this very fact had a tendency to remove

6. flubberley, Kllwood P.

op.pit..pp. 50-55.

10

religion from the home.

It la not implied, that the more

we have of priests the less we oust have of religion in
tho home; but this new regime did bring in a separation of
the sacred and the secular.

Religion became a function of

the church and not of the home.

The church and the child

were no longer side by side; the church was outside his
daily realm and the child must go to it.
The earliest aspect of the Christian church that ap
proximated a formal schooling was the training given to
7
converts, both young and old.
As in heathen countries at
the present time, so then it was necessary to postpone the
reception of such converts into full membership until a
period of probation for instruction in doctrine and trial
of Christian life had been passed.

Such probationers were

called catechumens, and the training institutions oatechuraenal schools.

These continued to increase both in number

and content until they developed into institutions very
much like the schools of today*

For centuries the only

schools were those conducted by the church, primarily for
the church.

7. Monroe,Paul, textbook in History of Education.
PP* 232-235.
r
'
...' '
.
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Secralar Sohoois
The movement tov/ard the seeolarlzatlon of the sohoois
began with the Latin sohoois in the fifteenth eentury,
and was greatly aided by the Reformation movement in the
sixteenth century*

This secularization related to the

control of schools and not to the purpose and eharaeter
of study*

Even under state control, the dominant motive

was the religious one.

The rectors of these schools, as

well as many of their teachers, wore Protestant leaders or
ministers.

The dominant influence in the boards of con

trol and visitation always was exercised by the represents9

tive of the church.

The new schools founded were shaped

by the religious leaders.

Their purpose was chiefly re

ligious and political, rather than humanitarian in the
broader sense.

In content, slight difference if any from

the old schools can be discovered.

A little Greek and

less mathematics were included in the Latin eurrleultm.
No attention was paid to the vernacular.
The history of the universities of the German states
during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries was deter
mined by the progress of the Protestant religion and was
almost identical with the development of Protestant
9. CuFberley, E.P.

The History of Education, np. IM-f$i»,.
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theology.

Wittenberg,, founded in 1502 as the first univer

sity of the new learning, through tho residence of Luther -

10
and Melanehthon became the very center of Protestantism.
The universities gradually threw off their allegiance to
the Pope and transferred it to the temporal prinees.
Since their support now was derived from the favor of these
governments Instead, of from ecclesiastical sources, soon
the control exerted by the princes became almost complete.
Thus It was that schools established by the church
began to object to the restraint of the parent organiza
tion, just as a young person nearing maturity resents con
trol by human parents.
universities.

Especially was this true of the

Once firmly established, they began to

feel they were almost as Important In the life and ad
vancement of the state as was the Church.

During the

period of the Reformation, this spirit continued to grow;
leading educational men were soon found to be the cham
pions of religious freedom and the ones who advocated
separation of church and statei
among the German universities.

This was very pronounced
But the Humanistic Period

in Italy and France also did much to advance the cause of
education at the expense of the religious influence.
io. konroe. Paul. Textbook in history of Education.
pp. 401-439.

~
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Throughout the latter part of the Middle Ages, the
struggle for freedom continued.

On the one side was the

church opposed to the emancipation of the individual; and
on the other side, the school striving for its rights.
As this struggle continued, the church and the schools
grew farther and farther apart*

The schools gradually

won more freedom, yet most of the teachers were church
men and the churches owned most of the schools.
The establishment of schools independent of church
control and of teaching as a secular profession is young,
and is not entirely true of every country even today.
The French discarded religion from their school sys-

11
tern during the revolution of 1789,
been practically eliminated.
.

and since then it has

Until the close of the World
.

.

.

War, religious education always had been required by the
" ; 12
•
state of Germany.
The English people, too^ have always
taught religion in the schools of the state.

The reli

gion of the Church of England is required, but private
institutions have been permitted to teach their own pecul
iar beliefs.
11. Sandiford, Peter. Comparative Education, d d . 285342. ..
:
— —
12. Alexander, Thomas. The Hew Education in the German
Republic, pp. 2 4 7 - % .
13. Homan, Frederick W. The Hew Education in Europe.
pp. 8-30, 110-119.
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The United States was established for religious free
dom, yet the separation of public schools from the church
did not take place for almost two hundred years after
14
the nation was founded.
The first American public
schools were very religious.

Religious exercises were

conducted every morning as part of the opening ceremonies,
and in all the higher grades religion was taught in a
systematic way.

The churches affiliated and cooperated

with the schools.
In studying the charters of a number of the earliest
American universities and colleges, we find that reli
gious teaching was one of the main reasons for their
founding.

Harvard College, established in 1633, was

founded to save the colonial church from an illiterate
ministry; William and Mary College in Virginia, 1693, for
the same reason; Yale in 1754, to train young men for pub
lic employment, both in church and state; King College,
1754 (now Columbia), to teach and to aid children to know
God in Jesus Christ; Dartmouth, to impart Christian know. -15
ledge to the savages.
The secularization of the state schools went forward
14. Kent, Charles i'. Report of the National Council
of Schools of R e l i g i o n . billing the Gan In
Modern Education."
15. Ibid.

15

rapidly during the nineteenth century, and was practically
complete by its close.

One of the chief reasons for this

seens to have boon that as iemigration increased, the
different religious sects in America grew, causing dis
sension over the kind of religion that should be taught
in public schools.
Only one state, Mississippi, mentions the Bible in
its constitution.

The Constitution of 1890, Article 3,

Section 16, reads as follows:
No religious test as a qualification for
office shall be given by law to any religious
sect or mode of worship; but the free enjoy
ment of all religious sentiments and the
different modes of worship shall be held
sacred. The rights hereby secured shall not
be construed to justify acts of licentious
ness injurious to morals or dangerous to the
peace and safety of the state, or to exclude
the Holy Bible from use in the public schools
of this state.
Only one state constitution, that of Idaho, especi
ally mentions sectarian textbooks.

In the Constitution of

1899, Article 9, Section 6, it is stated:
No religious test or qualification shall
ever be required of any person as condition of
admission to any public educational institu
tion of the state, either as teacher or student;
and no teacher or student of any such institu
tion shall ever be required to attend or par
ticipate in any religious service whatever. No
sectarian or religious tenets or doctrines
shall ever be taught in the public schools, nor
shall any distinction or classification of
pupils be made on account of race and color.
No books, papers, tracts or documents of a

16

political, sectarian, or denominational char
acter shall be used or introduced in any
schools established under the provisions of
this article, nor shall any teacher in any
district receive any of the public school
moneys in which the schools have not been
taught in acoordance with this article.
All our state constitutions, however, guarantee re
ligious freedom*

Eleven directly forbid sectarian instruc

tion in the public schools; twenty-eight forbid appro
priation of public money for religious or sectarian schools.
So the question as to whether the Bible shall be used in
or excluded from the public schools becomes, in all
states except Mississippi, a question for the courts to
determine bn constitutional grounds.

If its use consti

tutes sectarian religious instruction, of if its contents
favor the tenets of any particular religious faith, or
if its use in a public school constitutes such a school a
place of religious worship or a religious seminary, or if
such use violates the principle of religious freedom—
under existing constitutions the Bible, as well as any
other book so violating the fundamental law of the land,
must be excluded from the public schools.

CHAPT3R III
LEGAL STATUS OF BIBLE B E A D i m DC PUBLIC SCHOOLS
The Bible and State Schools
The legal status of Bible reading in public schools
has changed considerably since 1900.

This fact becomes

apparent as soon as one considers the laws that have
been enacted which require, permit, or favor the reading
of the Bible.
According to an editorial in the Literary Digest,
during 1923 bills were introduced into the legislatures
of loro, Indiana, Ohio, West Virginia and Michigan to
1
require the reading of the Bible dally in public schools.
This same article reports further that a group of busi
nessmen of Kansas City, Missouri, purchased a total of
1,464 Bibles and placed one on the desk of every public
school teacher in the city.
A Summary of Some of the Laws
Requiring Bible Reading
Alabama:
1. kdliorlal.
1923).

All schools in this state receiving any
literary blgest; 84:36. (September 15.

18

support from state funds shall have reading from the Holy
Bible once every day.

Teachers* reports must show that

this law has been complied with.

If not followed, no

public funds may be drawn to support the school.

The

State Superintendent of Public Instruction is responsible

2
for enforcement of the law.
Arkansas: Every teacher shall read a portion of the
'
.
3
English Bible daily without comment.
Delaware:

Section 1.

No religious service or ex

ercise, except the reading of the Bible and the repeating
of the Lord’s Prayer, shall be held in any school.
Section 2.

.

In each classroom in the state, at least

five verses from the Holy Bible must be read daily at the
■ ■
'
4
opening of school,
Florida:

All schools in the state which receive any

support from public funds are required to have daily read
ings from the Holy Biblo without sectarian comment.
Georgia:

At least one chapter from either the Old or

New Testament shall be read at some period during the day
.:....
6
'
in each school in tho state.
2.
3.
4.
5*
6.

Alabama School Code,Sec. 594. 596. 11928).
Arkansas Initiative3 Aot,
Act, No#
No. 1;
1, Sec. 2;
2, (1930)#
(1930).
Delaware School Laws.
Ch.
179.
Vbl,
m T O b . 179, Vol. 34, p. 62.
Florida School Laws,
h. Sec. 426A, p. 146, 11925).
Georgia £tate Sohoiou
>1 Items: October 1, 1924, p. 10.

19

Idaho:

The State Board of Education shall furnish

each school a list of passages from the American Standard
Version of the Bible from which selections shall be read
7

'

daily in all state schools.
Kentucky:

A portion of the Bible shall be read

every day in all class or session rooms in the common
8
schools.
Maine:

There shall be in all the public schools of

the state daily or at suitable intervals, readings from
the Scriptures, especially from the Ten Coasaandments, the
Psalms, the Proverbs, the Sermon on the Mount, and the
9

Lord’s Prayer, without sectarian comment.
Massachusetts:

Without written note or oral comment,

a section of the Bible shall be road dally in the public
10
schools.
Kev/ Jersey:

At least five verses from the Old Testa

ment shall be read daily at the opening o f •school,:without

11
comment, in each public school classroom.
Pennsylvania: At least ten verses shall be read
daily, without comment, at the opening of school in every

12
public school.
7. Idaho School Laws, pp. &WS5* (1931).
8. Kentucky dommon School Laws, p. 10, (1926).
9. dtate S c h o o l laws. S e c . 172. 173. p. 112, (1925).
10. S t a t e S c h o o l Laws, Ch. 71, Sec. 31, (1927).
11. State School Laws. Sec. 1, p. Ill, (1925).
12. Pennsylvania School Code Act, Sec. 3901-02, (May 20,

20

Teimesaee:

A selection fron the Bible shall be read

dally at the opening of school.

The sane selection shall
■ ' 13
not be read more than twice a month.
In 1927 the State Legislature of North Dakota enacted
a requirement that the ten commandments be displayed on a
14
placard In every public schoolroom.
I n ,the state of Oklahoma the law prohibits the
teaching of sectarian doctrines, but it has been ruled
that reading the Bible is not sectarian*
In Table I Is given a list of the twelve states
which have passed laws requiring that the Bible be read
in public schools*

All this legislation has been enacted

since 1915» in less than two decades•
It will be noted that only four of these laws set a
definite amount of reading, and there Is no part of the
Bible forbidden*

Thus the teacher has great freedom in

time allotted and material used for this daily reading.
Presumably the children are not Influenced by the teacher’s
beliefs, since seven of these laws specifically state that
no comment shall be made.
The data also show that of these twelve states all
but two are east of the Mississippi liver, and these ten
13. Personal letter from Superintendent of Public instruction, November, 1932*
14. TJ.S. Dept, of Interior, Office of Education,
Pamphlet Ho. 15.
15. State School LawsT Seo. 518. p. 139, (1929).

TABLE I
STATES REQUIRING THAT THE BIBLE BE READ IN ALL PUBLIC SCHOOLS

State

Date of Lav;

Prequenoy

Alabama
Arkansas

1919
1930

Once a day
Daily

Delaware
Florida
Georgia

1925
1925
1921

Idaho

1925

Opening of school
Once a day
Some appropriate
time daily
Daily at opening

Kentucky
Maine

1924
1923

Daily
Daily or at suit
able Intervals

Massachusetts

1921

Daily

New Jersey
Pennsylvania
Tennessee

1915
1923
1925

Daily at opening
Daily at opening
Daily at opening

Amount
Not apeoifled
A portion without eomment, Inolud*
Ing all high aohoole
At least 5 verses
Not speolfled; no comment
At least 1 chapter, using both
Old and New Testament
Selections from American Standard
Version, furnished by State
Board of M u e . , no comment
A portion of the Bible; no comment
Special emphasis upon Ten Commandmonte. Psalms, Proverbs, Sermon
on the Mount, Lord’s Prayer $
without sectarian c e m e n t
A portion without written note
or comment
At least 5 verses from Old Testament
At least 10 verses without comment
Same selection shall not be read
more than twice a month

n
extend from Maine to Florida. •
Tables II and III eontain data relative to Bible
reading In the varions states, and show the authority by
idiioh it is read.
Table II shows that In 1934 there were 23 states
and in 1945 there were 24 states where the Bible was read
by some authority other than a compulsory law.

From Table

III it will be noted that unfavorable legislation was
the hindrance to Bible reading in at least 11 states for
1934 and in at least 9 for 1945•

Of Interest is the fact

that of the 9 states which had prohibitory regulations in
1945, 8 are west of the Mississippi River.
The data for 1934 indicate that 12 states were com
pelled by law to read the Bible at least once a day In all
public schools; 11 states prohibited this; 5 permitted it.
In 13 states the Bible was not being read at all, while
in 35 states and the District of Columbia it was read in
some schools at least.
The date for 1945 show that 12 states still required
some Bible reading daily; 9 prohibited it; 5 permitted It.
In 12 states the Bible was not read, while in 37 (includ
ing the District of Columbia) it m s read at least oc
casionally.

TABLE II
STATES IH WHICH BIBLE READIMGIM PUBLIC SCHOOLS WAS P E H M T T E D

IN 1934 AMD/CB 1945

8
1934 1945

Alahaa*
Arkansas v
Car., No.
Car. *, So*
'
Colorado
Columbia, D.
Conn.
M k . , No.
Dak., So.*
Wla^mro
Florida
Georgia
Idaho
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Maine

X
X

s

I

*" Optional
g
^
Vi

By Authority of

ii
P

s

IS

ii

X
X
X

1
'X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
: X '■ X
X
X.

X

.

X "'
X
X
.. ; ;

X

X
X

X

X
X

X

%

X
X
X
X

III

1°
1934 1945 1934 1945 1934 1945 1934 1945

X
X
X
X

X

TABLE II (Cont.)
By Authority of

1
0

0)

fl ■ ris

o
1934 1945

1934 1945

if
1934 1945

II
1934 1945

k
193/? 1945

H O fd

8,°
pog
1934°m5

•:
Maryland
h!aaeaohuaetts
X
X
X
X
Mlohigan
Minnesota
X
Mississippi
• X
x
X
Missouri
X
X
Nebraska
X
•
New Hampshire**
New Jersey
X
"X
New York
X
X
Ohio
Oklahoma
X
X
Oregon*
Pennsylvania
%
X
X V x'
Rhode Island
Tennessee
X
X..
’■.
X
X '.
Texas
Vermont
Virginia
X
Virginia, W,
Wyoming
X
*Blble read in 1945, ** Bible read in 1934, but source of authority not

X

X

X

X
X

X
X
X
given

X
X
X
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TABLE III
STATES Df WHICH BIBLE WAS NOT READ IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

1 934

1945

!

of Prohihitory Regulations

Arizoaa
California
Dakota, South
Illinois
Louisiana
Nevada
New llexleo
Utah
Washington
Wisconsin
Wyoming

Arizona
California
Illinois
Louisiana
Nevada
New Mexico
Utah
Washington
Wisconsin

No Reason Given
Montana
Oregon

Minnesota
Montana
New Hampshire
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Samples of State Lav/s v/hieh
Permit Bible Reading
Dakota, North:

Section 1382.

The Bible shall not

be deemed a sectarian book, and shall not be excluded from
any public library.

It may, at option of teacher, be

read in school without sectarian comment, not to exceed
ten minutes daily.

No pupil shall be required to read

it, or to be present In the room during the reading there*
of contrary to the wishes of his parents or guardians or
■ .16
• .other persons having him in charge.
It should be noted here that comment is not prohib
ited, so long as it is not sectarian.
Iowa:

The Bible shall not be excluded from any pub

lic school or institution in the state, nor shall any
child be required to read it contrary to the wishes of
17

his parents or guardians.
Oklahoma:

Ko sectarian or religious doctrine shall

be taught or inculcated in any of the public schools of
this state, but nothing in this section shall be construed
18

to prohibit the reading of the Eoly Scriptures.

16. faorth Dakota School laws, £e0. ijfe,p. 93.
17. dodo of Iowa, Sec. 4258. (1931).
18. Ok l a h o m a ScE o o l -Laws, Title 70, Sec. 495, OS, (1941).

Sectarian Instruction in Public Schools
Forbidden by Law
There is no state wherein the law sanctions the
teaching.of sectarian doctrines at state expense.

There

are many legislators and educators who maintain that the
Bible is sectarian, and as such can not rightfully be
taught.
Though almost all state constitutions prohibit teach*
• ■
■
'
ing of sectarianism the provisions of Kansas, Oklahoma,
and Utah prohibit "sectarianism and ’religious* doctrine."
Study of religion is entirely barred by the constitutions
of Arizona, Utah, and Washington.

The Arizona school law

forbids the holding of any religious exercises in the
schools.
Judicial Opinions Regarding Bible Reading
Whether or not the Bible is a sectarian book and
whether the reading of it constitutes a violation of state
laws are questions that have been argued before matiy
courts with various decisions being reached.

The general

opinion seems to be that the Bible may he used so as to
become a sectarian book, or it may be used so as to be
free from any sectarian influence, or it may be used to
inculcate fundamental principles of morality into the
lives of the pupils.
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It is from the last viewpoint that euoh reading is
permitted in such states where it is allowed.

The fol

lowing are some samples of opinions that have teen ren
dered on this point.
Summary of Legal Opinions Favorable to
Bible Reading in Public Schools
California:

The case of Evans vs. Selma Union High

School District held that the Bible is not a sectarian
book, and that the King James version might be placed in
the school library.

The court did not pass on the legal-

. 19 ■
ity of its being read In state schools.
Kansas:

The case of Billard vs. Board of Education

handed down the decision that repeating the Lord1s Prayer
and reading the Twenty-third Psalm without remark or com
ment were not violations of the constitution, nor was it

20
a form of religious worship.
Kentucky:

The case of Hockett vs, Brooksville

Graded School District ruled that a state school which
opens with prayer and Bible reading without comment, pro
vided pupils are not required to attend, is not a place
of xrorship.

The reading is to be from the King James

version.
19. California School Laws , Sec. 6Y, p. 103.
20. 69 Kansas, 53, 76 Pae. 422, (1904).
21. 120 Kentucky, 608, 8? S.W. 792, (1905).
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Nebraska:

In the ease of the State ex el Freeman

vs. Sheve, the opinion was that it is not unlawful,
either by constitution or statute, to us® either version
of the Bible in state schools} but that courts m y in
terfere when teachers begin to use it to teach their own
■'
• 22
theological views.
Summary of Legal Opinions Unfavorable to
Bible Reading in Public Schools
California. 1924: According to the AttorneyGeneral’s opinion, Ho. 5141, the Lord's Prayer may not be
used in opening exercises of schools.

By opinion Ho. 3247

no governing hoard may select the Bible as one of the text
books.

Upon these bases, the State Superintendent assumes

that the Bible may not be read in state schools.
Illinois. 1910:

In the case of People ex el Ring

vs. Board of Education of District Ho. 24, it was held
that reading the Bible, repeating the Lord's prayer, and
singing hymns constitute sectarian instruction and a
23
violation of the constitution.
Louisiana. 1915:

The case of Harold vs. Parish

Board of School Directors ruled that the reading of the
22. 65 Nebraska, $53, 91 W.iv. d46, (i9d^) ; 92 H.W. 169,
(1903).
23. 1010, 245 Illinois, 334, 92 N.E. 251.

x
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Bible, either Old ©r lew Testament, constitutes a prefer
ence t© Christians and a discrimination against Jews and
' ■■24
other non-Christians.
The variation in constitutional provisions among
states undoubtedly has an influence upon decisions af
fecting Bible reading*

In Maine, Colorado, Georgia,

Massachusetts, Michigan, Nebraska, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky,
Tennessee and Texas, court decisions have been rendered
stating that Bible reading is not in conflict with the re
spective state constitutions.

In Illinois, Louisiana, and

Wisconsin the decisions were against Bible reading.

A

Kansas decision was that Bible reading was not Illegal be
cause the children were not required to attend*
Comments from Various State Superintendents
of Public Instruction in States which
Favor Bible Reading
Iowa. 1932: Fred L, Mahannah, Deputy Superintendent
of Public Instruction, writing under date of November 12,
1932, said:
ies.

"The practice among schools of the state var

In some districts they read the Bible dally without

comment; in other districts they do not road it at all."
Ohio. 1932:

L.V7. Reece, High School Supervisor for

the State, reported that a majority of Ohio schools have

24.136

Isiana, 1034, 68 So. Il6, L.r .a . 1915 D, 9417
Ann. Gas. 1916 A, 806.
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daily reading of the Bible under local authority*
, Miohiftant 1932;

Webster H. Pearce, Superintendent

of the Department of Publlo Instruction, writing under
date of September 12, 1932, makes the following statement:
"In the state of Michigan there is no teaching of religion
in the publlo schools. A few read thu Bible during open
ing exercises and fewer have prayers*”
Hew York, 1932:

The following is taken from the Uni

versity Regents* rules on Bible reading in public schools:
There is no authority in the law to use,
as a matter of right, any portion of the reg
ular school hours in conducting any religious ,
exercise at which the attendance of the
scholars is made compulsory* On the other
hand, there is nothing to prevent the reading
of the Scriptures or the performance of other
religious exercises by the teachers in the
presence o f :such of the scholars as may attend
voluntarily, or by the direction of their
parents or guardians, if it be done before the
hour fixed for the opening of the school or
after the dismissal of the school*
And, according to the Code of Public Instruction of the
State of New York, page 349:

”A teacher has no right to

consume any portion of the regular school hours in con
ducting religious exercises*”
Rhode Island* 1932:

Walter E* Ranger, Commissioner

of Education of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations,
writing under date of November 4, 1932, states:
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In the outstanding decisions on Bible
reading, it is held:
(1) that a School Committee cannot require
the reading of the Bible or other de
votional exercises,
. (2) that the teacher say read or may not
read, the duty resting on the teacher's
o m conscience,
(3) that the teacher also should respect
tho conscience and religious beliefs of
the pupils.
West Virginia. 1932:

T.P. Hill, Assistant la Charge

of the Department of Public Instruction, reported that
most of the schools in West Virginia have Bible reading
daily, but that there is no law respecting it nor the
teaching of religion*
Missouri. 19L5:

Oscar G. Sohupp, Director of Research

for the State Superintendent of Schools, writing under
date of November 29, 1945, made the following statement:
We have no Statutes of the General
Assembly, Court Decisions, or Attorney-General
Rulings on this matter. In practice the Bible .
may be read in any state institution and in a
few cases, courses in Bible have been given in
state-supported schools, but the teacher or
teachers volunteered their services.
Mississippi. 1945:

R.W. Griffith, Assistant Super

intendent of Schools, in a letter of December 3, 1945,
said:
All schools where it is so desired read
the Scriptures at the chapel period. Many of
them have groups that conduct prayer meetings
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daily or weekly, but no effort is made to
inculcate a certain doctrine or sectarian
teaching*
South Dakota. 19k5:

R*B. Bowlins, Superintendent of

Schools in Pierre, on December 7, 1945, wrote:
I believe the real reason it (the Bible)
is not read in the schools here is a certain
degree of sectarianism or religious prejudice.
While we employ Christian teachers, both
Protestant and Catholic, years ago there
were some rather unpleasant experiences because
of certain;teachers making comments on Bible
passages.
In personal letters written during November and De
cember, 1945, nine state superintendents said they felt
the plan of Bible reading in public schools was worth
while; seven of these are from states where Bible reading
Is not required.

Only one state superintendent expressed

the belief that the plan is not worth while.
Opinions of Various State Attorneys-General
Relative to Bible Reading
Carolina, North, 1934t

Dennis G. Brunmitt, Attorney-

General, under date of September 25, 1934, wrote:

"The

reading of the Bible is neither required nor forbidden."
Colorado. 1934: Hazel M. Costello, Assistant AttorneyGeneral, made the following statement in a letter written
-

October 1, 1934:

-

' -

-

;
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The Supreme Court of Colorado has de
cided that the Bible may be read in the public
schools of this state, but that it is not com
pulsory for children to attend such classes.
It is discretionary with the school board
whether such religious education as the read
ing of the Bible during school tine is made
a part of the school schedule,
Louisiana. 1934:

Gaston L. Porter!#, Attorney-

General, on October 2, 1934# quoted the following ruling
of the Supreme Court of his state:
The reading of the Bible, including the
Old and Mew Testament, in the public schools
of the state is a preference given to Chris
tians and a discrimination made against Jews.
Texas. 1934:

J.W. Townsend, Legal Investigator in

the office of the Attorney-General, ■wrote under date of
September 26, 1934:
In general the laws of this state neither
require nor forbid the use of the Bible in
the public schools, and generally the courts
will not declare its use unlawful simply be
cause there is an apprehension that the school
authorities may abuse the use of the Bible by
attempting to teach sectarian views.
Idaho. 1945:

M. Reese Hatta.baugh, Sr., Assistant

Attorney-General, under date of December 3, 1945, made the
following statements:
The agitation for religious instruction
in the schools of Idaho began about 1913 and
continued until 192$, and during that period
according to the Session Laws the State of
Idaho amended the following laws touching
religion in schools.

The State of Idaho by its legislature
has forbidden the teaching of religious docu
ments in the schools of its state. The Bible
is permitted to be read or rather, verses are
permitted to be read in the schools of the
state, but the teacher reading the same is
not permitted to discuss the verse or attempt
to influence the students in any manner•
Michigan. 1945:

Under date of December k , 1945,

Foss 0. Sired, Deputy Attorney-General, said:
In construing similar provisions in
an earlier constitution our Supreme Court
held that the reading of a book known as
"Readings from the Bible" in the public schools
for a period of fifteen ©Inutes at the close
of each day's session, without comment by the
teacher, was not thereby prohibited, where
pupils whose parents or guardians objected
were excused from such reading. Pfeiffer vs.
Board of Education, 118 Mich. 560.
Montana. 1945: R.V. Bottomly, Attorney-General,
•wrote in a letter of December 4* 1945:
There is no provision or law authorizing
the reading of the Bible in-our public
schools; neither is there any lav; prohibiting
the reading of the Bible in the public schools.
You will note t h e .Board of Trustees of the
public schools and the State Board of Educa
tion have only sue# authority as is granted
to them by the State Legislature. Such boards
must be able to point to the law authorizing
their act to show they are acting within the
law. This particular point has never been
passed upon by our Court or by this office.
Sew Hampshire, 1945.

Marlon G. Alexander, Research

Assistant of the Acting Attorney-General, gave this Infor
mation under date of December 26, 1945:

We bar© no reference either in the
state constitution or In our statutes either
permitting or prohibiting Bible reading in
public schools. So far as I know, the
Attorney-General has never made any ruling
on the subject. By our constitution (Ar
ticle V) religious liberty is guaranteed, and
we have ono statute which has more or less
bearing on the subject: No book shall be in
troduced into public schools calculated to
favor any particular religious sect or
political party.
Ohio, 1945:

Hugh 3. Jenkins, Attorney-General, made

this statement in a letter of December 3, 1945:
Relative to religious instruction in
the public schools, I learn upon talking with
the State Superintendent of Public Instruc
tion that pursuant to regulations issued by
him, boards of education are permitted but
not required to provide for Bible reading in
the schools.
Rhode Island. 19A5:

The following exerpt from the

Rhode Island general laws was included in a letter of
December 12, 1945, from J, Frederick Murphy, Assistant
Attorney-General:
Rhode Island has always followed the
ruling laid down in 1855 by the Commissioner
of Public Schools. It has been In force ever
since, and reads as follows: "The reading of
the Bible or the holding of other devotional
exercises at the opening or closing of schools
is neither commanded nor forbidden by state
law. It is a matter for the individual teacher
to decide, and in making the decision the
teacher should respect her own conscience and
the consciences of the pupils and their
parents."
South Dakota, 1945:

Charles P. barren. Assistant

Attorney-General, made this statement in a letter of
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December 4, 1945:
It thuo appear# that the question of
whether our laws permit the reading of the
Bible in the public schools without comment
would constitute sectarian instruction* As
a matter of fact, reading of the Bible in
the public schools is more or less prevalent
and usually without objection from anyone*
Where there is a controversy over the ques
tion, the question is presented of whether
reading either the Decay version of the Bible
which is the Catholic version, or the King
James version which is the Protestant ver
sion, constitutes sectarian instruction.
Bible Reading in Cities
In Table I? are presented the data relative to Bible
reading in 53 leading cities of the United States.* These
cities were selected at random, and are located in 32
states covering all parts of the country.
From these data it may be seen that in 1934 the Bible
was being read in 34 of these 53 cities, with 13 reporting
that they were not reading it.

In 1945* 35 cities report

ed that the Bible was being read, with 11 answering in the
negative.

Though the number which report Bible reading is

almost equal for both years, the cities are not always the
same.' In the great majority of oases where Bible reading
is done, it is a daily event.
Only two cities— Camden, New Jersey and Frederick,
Maryland— reported that comment was made at the will of
the teacher.

Pueblo, Colorado, indicated that comment was

TABLE 17
PRACTICE IN FIFTT-TIffOSS CITIES OF THE UNITED STATES REGARDING BIBLE READING
IN THE OITT SCHOOLS

Bible
Being Read '
City

Frequency

Yes
Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes
Yes

Each morning
Each morning
In H.g. assembly

Birmingham, Ala.
BSAllaga, Moat.
Blaaark, N.D.
Boise, Ida.
Boston, Mass.
Camden, M.J,
Charleston,W.7a.
Chicago, 111.
Clarksburg, W.7a,

0
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
NO
Yes

Yes
Yes
0
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
No
0

Dally*
Daily
Daily*
Daily
Bash morning
Daily
Each morning

No
No
Yes
No
0
Yes
Not
in all

Yes
No
Yes
No
No
Yes
Yes

Dallas, Tex.
Davenport, la.
Dayton, 0.
Denver, Colo.
Fargo, N.D.
Frederick, M4.
Ft. Dodge, la.

/

Is Plan
Worth While
Yes
Yes
Not

No
No
No+
Not stated*
No*
No
No+
No
No
Yes, at will
No

Yes
Neither
0
Not stated
Not stated
Not stated
Yes

No*

Not stated

I

Atlanta, Oa,
Baltimore, M .
Batavia, N.Y.

Is 0oo»
ment &!ade

Ones a vrook
at chapel
Sometimes
x ' '
Daily

Not stated

Not stated

No

Yes

Daily
Teacher1s choice

Yes
No

Yes
Yes

•w
e»

TABLE IV (Coat.)

City

Bible
Being Read
1934

Greensboro, S,C.
Hartford, Conn,
Hot Springs, Ark,
Kansas City, Kan,
Los Angeles, Cal.
Louisville, Ky.
Lynchburg, Va.
Mason, Ga. . . .
Mitchell, S,D,
New Haven, Conn,
New Orleans, La,
Newport, R.I.
New York City
Ogden, U.
Omaha, Hobr,
Phila., Pa.
Pierre, S.D.
Portland, Ore,
Providence,R.I.

Yes
0
Yes
Yes
No
Yea
Yea
Yea
No
Yes
No
Yea
Yes
NO
No
Yea
Yea
Yea
Yes

Yes
Yes
Yes
0
Yes
Yes
0
Yes
Yes
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
0
No
Yes
Yes
Yes
No

Pueblo, Colo,

Yes

Yes

Riehmond, Va.
Roswell, N.M.

Yes
Yes

Yes
No

Scranton, Pa,
Salt Lake City
Seattle, Wash.

Yes
No
No

Yes
0
No

Is Com
ment Made

Frequency

Is Plan
Worthwhile
•
Yes
Not stated
Yes

Daily
Daily*
Daily
5* daily*
Sometimes*
Daily
Daily
Daily in some
Not stated*
Sometimes

No* Not stated*
NO*
No
No*
Not stated
No
No
No
No*
No

Yes
Yes
NO

Daily
Each morning

No* Not stated*
Ho
_

No
Yes

No
Not stated
NO
No

Not stated
Not stated
Yes

Yes

Not stated

- - -‘
■■.. Daily
Sometimes
Occasionally
As teacher
may desire
As desired
by teacher
Daily
At opening
exercises
10 vs.daily

Not stated
Yes

Yes
No

Yes

'

%

TABLE 17 (Cont•)
Bible
City
Spokane. Wash*
Springfield.111.
St. Cloud,Minn*
St. Louis, Mb.
Tampa, Fla.
Toledoj 0.
Trenton, W.J.
Vieksburg,M6@.
Worse st e r M a s s •

Frequency
No
No
0
Occasionally*
Yes
Wo
No
Not
Left
stated •Not stated
to
teacher
Yes
Dally
Yes
Yes
Daily
Yes
Yes
Daily
^
Yes
0
Irregular*
Yes
Daily
Yes
' Yes

Is Comment Made

Is Plan
Worth While

No

Yes

Not stated

Not stated

No
Not stated
No
Not usually*
No

Yes
Not stated
Yes
No
Not stated

0 indicates no reply
+ , ^ - replies for columns three and four in most oases were the same for both
years; where there was a difference, +.indicates 1934 and * indicates 1945
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ssa&e when the Bible was used In literature classes;
while in Vicksburg, Idississippl, usually no comment was
Bade. ' .

..

.

....

.

It is to be remembered that in most states whore
Bible reading is required by law, comment .is forbidden.
(See Table I, page 21.)
In 1934 a questionnaire was sent to each of the 218
cities named in United States Department of Education
Pamphlet Ho. 36 as holding religious classes in 1932.

Of

the 139 cities reporting, 74 or 53 per cent said they
were reading the Bible irregularly or in only part of
their schools; 65 that there was no Bible reading in their
city systems.

Of the 74#'22 are in states where reading

is required by law and the other 52 in states where read
ing is optional.

Of the 65 which stated no Bible reading,

25 are in states where there are prohibitory laws, and the
other 40 in states with optional laws.
Of the 139 superintendents who replied* 42 stated
they thought interest in Bible reading was decreasing or
stationary, while 14 believed it was increasing.

The

other 83 either had no data or failed to ansv,rer this
question.

"

In 1945 another questionnaire was sent to the 139
cities which responded in 1934.

Of the 77 who returned

the questionnaire, 38 or 49 per cent reported that the

Bible m s being read at least sometimes; 12 of these 38
eitlea are in states having a compulsory law.

Six cities

reported that comment m s made upon the portions read*
Of the 39 cities which reported that the Bible was
not being read, 22 are in states having laws which forbid
it.

The plan of reading the Bible m s considered worth

while by 75 of these city superintendents.
Bible Reading in Indiana City Schools .
In 1934 a questionnaire was sent to leading cities
in Indiana relative to Bible reading.

Of the 39 who

replied, 8 reported it was read daily in all their schools
24 stated it was being read inrregularly in some or all
of their schools; 7 said it was not being read at all.
In one city comment was made upon the reading; in
another, it was made sometimes; in still another, comment
was made only if thought advisable; while two indicated
comment was made if it was general and not doctrinal.

It

might be repeated here, that Indiana has a law permitting
the Bible to be read without comment.
Ten superintendents in these 39 cities reported that
interest in Bible reading was increasing; 12, that it
was either stationary or decreasing; the others had no
opinion in the matter.
In 1945 a second questionnaire was sent to these

same Indiana cities, with, the following results:

35 re

plies xvere received; 29 reported that the Bible was being
read in some schools, at least occasionally; 9 indicated
that comment was made; and 19 held the opinion that the
plan was worth while#
Table V gives a summary of the amount of Bible read
ing in the cities under consideration in the present study
for the years 1934 and 1945•
TABLE V
RESULTS OF QUESTIONNAIRE SEMT TO VARIOUS
GITIEB IN THE UNITED STATES

1934.

1945

Ho, questionnaires sent

321

309

No, replies received

250

187
121

Ho, reporting some Bible reading
143
Ho, in states with compulsory law
35
Ho, in states with optional law
108
No. reporting no Bible reading
Ho, in states with prohibitory
regulations
No. in states with optional law

28

21
66

107
30
22 ► ■

28
.

■:

. .

.

18

From the above table it may b e .seen that in 1934
77 per cent of the cities replied and in 1945> 61 per cent.
Of those replying in 1934, 57 per cent reported they were
reading the Bible and in 1945, 66 per cent.
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Summary
The findings reported in this chapter show that
Bible reading in the public schools made rapid progress,
especially during the years 1915 to 1923.

Most of the

twelve state laws which require that the Bible be read
in all public schools were passed during the years 19191925; eight of these twelve laws permit no comment during
the reading, and no discussion of the Bible at any time.
The laws of Alabama and Georgia are silent on this point,
while those of Florida and Maine prohibit only sectarian
comment.

In six states explicit provision is made that

pupils may be excused from the reading, upon request of
parents or guardians; and the other six make no mention
of this point.
During 1927, Jerome K. Jackson and Constantine F.
25
Malmberg made an extensive study of Bible reading. Com
paring their figures with the writer's findings for 1934
and 1945 is of interest.

(Table VI.)

Some state and judicial opinions consider the read
ing of the Bible as sectarian and therefore a violation
of the state constitution, while others maintain that it
is not and therefore should be permitted.

Still others

25. Jackson, Jerome L. and iralmbcrg, Constantine F.
Religious Education and the State, pp. 1-91.
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TABLE VI
COMPARISON OF JACKSON AND MALMBERG- FINDINGS 'iflTR
THOSE OP PRESENT STUDY

1927
States requiring Bible reading

11

1934
12,

12 ,
8

States permitting Bible reading

8

5

States forbidding Bible reading

8

11

States where Bible Is being read

1945

36

9 (
37

hold it is proper to read the Bible in public schools so
long ao it is not ooapuleory for pupils to attend the
reading.
There has been little change in the legal status of
Bible reading in the United State® between the years 1934
and 1945#

Sinee 1930 no state has enacted legislation re

quiring that the Bible be read in public schools.

Such

bills were defeated in West Virginia in 1938, and in
California and Colorado in 1945#

CHAPTER IV
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION DURIRG
PUBLIC SCHOOL TIME
Definition of "Public School Tine"
This term is used to mean time ordinarily spent by
the pupils in the public schools.

The question of whether

Jor not the state has the right to require that a certain
jamount of time be spent in state schools by all pupils Is
not entered into here.

However, it might be stated that

this question was tried in Oregon by the Compulsory Educa
tion Bill which was enacted in 1922 but declared unconsti
tutional in March, 1924, by the Federal District Court of
1
Oregon,
This decision was affirmed in June, 1925, by the
United States Supreme Court.

In its decision the Supreme

r
Court stated that the fundamental theory of liberty upon
which the Federal Government rested forbade the forelng of
the children of any state to accept instruction from state
teachers only.
It is undoubtedly this same opinion held individually
that causes parents and guardians to ask that their
1. kites, laud J. “liecent Legislation on Religion in the
Public Schools . n Religious Education; 20:295.
(August, 1925).
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children be excused at stated times to leave the public
schools and go elsewhere to receive religious instruction.
The phrase "releasing of pupils" as used in this
chapter refers to allowing pupils to use school time to
study religion, in the school room or elsewhere.

This

study does not enter into the needs or benefits of suoh
education; it is confined to a survey of prevailing con
ditions.
Different Types of Week-day Religious Schools
By this term a distinct class of church school is to
be understood*

It must be differentiated from the vaca

tion Bible school, pastor’s classes, or Bible clpsaes
meeting on Sunday.
These week-day classes are fostered and supported by
the various churches, religious organizations, or soci
eties for the furtherance of religious study.

They meet

in church buildings, specially rented buildings, vacant
school rooms, and regular school rooms.

As a general rule

these classes have no general organic connection with the
public schools, being supervised and taught outside of
the sohool perdonnel; but there are a few instances where
school authorities supervise and teach suoh classes*
The pupils are drawn from the public school children
of all grades who meet during released time.

Attendance,

though generally voluntary, sometimee is required the
same as regular sehool attendanee.

However, no pupil at

tends without the written permission of the parents.
Where parents request this privilege and then the pupils
do not go regularly, the permission is revoked.

All ses

sions are held on sehool days.
Van Wert. Ohio - A Sample Plan:

The plan was inaug

urated at Van Wert in 1918 in the first six grades on an
elective basis.

It grew slowly but steadily for five

years, the ©lasses being held in nearby churehes.

Begin

ning with 192$, the classes were held in the sehool rooms,
those pupils who desired being excused.

During the year

192$ the plan was extended to grades seven and eight.
School time was utilized for classes, one-half hour twice
a week being taken.

The schedule was arranged for the

teachers the same as for any special teacher.
In 1918 these classes enrolled 81 per cent of the
public school pupils, or 775; in 1928 the enrollment in
creased to 98 per cent, or 1,000 pupils.

During 1934

when this program was extended into the schools of several
townships around Van vert, the total enrollment went up to

1 ,850.
In a communication of August 16, 1934, Mrs. 2T.L.
Dippery, one of the leaders in this work, wrote that the

Van Yfert system had been discontinued becauso of laok
of finanees.

Thus we see that although this was one of

the oldest and most suoeaseful centers for this plan, the
work has entirely ceased.
Samples of State Laws that Permit
Released Time
Oregon. 1937:

The following is a copy of the only

Oregon law relating to religious education:
Section 35-3501* Religious Services »
Excusing of Pupils to attend:
Any child attending the public schools*
on application of his guardian or either of
his parents, nay bo excused from such 'school
for a period or periods not exceeding one
hundred and twenty (120) minutes In any week
to attend week-day schools giving instruc
tion in religion.
New York. 1940:

LAW: Section 625-B 2, Absence. Absence
from required attendance shall be permitted
only for ©ausos allowed by the general rules
and practices of the public schools. Ab
sence for religious observance and education
shall be permitted under rules that the com
missioner shall establish, - April 9, 1940.
RULES: 1. Absence of a pupil from school
during school hours for religious observance
and education to be had outside the school
building and grounds will be excused upon the
request in writing signed by the parent or
guardian of the pupil,
2,
The courses in religious observance
and education must be maintained and operated
by or under the control of a duly constituted
religious body or of duly constituted reli
gious bodies.
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3. Pupils must be registered for the
course and a copy, of the registration filed
with the local public school aubhoritlss*
4. Eeports of attendance of pupils upon
such courses shall be.filed with the principal
or teacher at the end of each week*
5. Such absence shall be for not more
than one hour each week at the close of a ses
sion at a time to be fixed by the local school
authorities•
6* In the event that more than one
school for religious observance and education
is maintained In any district, the hour for
absence for each particular school in such dis
trict shall be the same for all such religious
schools. - Issued July 4, 1940*
Massachusetts. 1941:
Absences may also be permitted for reli
gious education at such times as the school
committee may establish; provided, that no
public funds shall be appropriated or expended
for such education or for transportation In
cidental thereto; and provided, further, that
much time shall be no more than one hour each
week.2
Minnesota. 1941:
That it is the wish of the parent,
guardian, or other person having control of
such child, that he attend for a period or
periods not exceeding in the aggregate three
hours in any week, a school for religious in
struction, conducted and maintained by some
church or association of churches, or any
Sunday school association incorporated under
the laws of this state, or any auxiliary
2. Ch. 4^3, approved June 30, 1941.
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thereof, sueh sehool to be conducted and
maintained In a place other than a public
school building, and in no event, in whole
or in part at public expense; provided that
a child may be absent from school on such
days as said child attends upon instruction
according to the ordinances of some ohureh.3
■ 1 ■
'
Mississippi, 1942: The code in this state allows for
the teaching of the Ten Commandments in sehool.
Section 6672# Code of 1942, Course of
Study. A suitable course of instruction in the
principles of morality and good manners* pre
pared by the State Board of Education* shell be
used in all the public schools of the state,
Sueh course shall include what is known as the
Mosaic Ten Commandments, and may be graded with
the idea that a certain amount of time will be
devoted to it in each grade. Mo doctrinal or
sectarian teaching shall be permitted in any
public sehool in the state and no pupil shall
be required to take the course provided for
herein when the parent or parents or guardian
of such pupil shall so request in writing
filed with the superintendent or teacher.
It shall be the duty of the several
county and city superintendents of schools to
see that the provisions of this section are
carried out.
California, 1943:
Pupils, with the written consent of their
parents or guardians, may be excused from
school in order to participate in religious
exercises or to receive moral and religious
instruction at their respective places of wor
ship or at another suitable place or places
designated by the religious group, church, or
denomination, which shall be in addition and
supplementary to instruction in manners and
morals required elsewhere in this code. Sueh
absence shall not be deemed absence in computing
average daily attendance, if all of the fol
lowing conditions are complied with:
.

.

,

I. Minnesota session laws 1941, Ch. 169. Art. XII. 5ec.
Subdivision 3,(oj.

.

6
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(a) The governing board of the dis
trict of attendance, in its discretion, shall
first adopt a resolution permitting pupils to
be absent from school for sueh exercises or
instruction*
(b) The governing board shall adopt
regulations governing the attendance of pupils
at such exercises or instruction and the re
porting thereof.
(o) Each pupil so exeused shall attend
school at least the minimum school day for his
grade for elementary schools, and as provided
by the relevant provisions of the rules and
regulations of the State Board of Education
for secondary schools.
(d) Ho pupil shall be excused from
school for such purpose on more than four days
per school month.
It is hereby declared to be the intent
of the Legislature that this section shall be
permissive only.6
States wfaioh Have Defeated Bills Introduced to
Legalize the Granting of School Time for
,
the Teaching of Religion
California, 1922

Hew Hampshire, 1945

Colorado, 1925

Morth Dakota, 1925

Illinois, 1945

Tennessee, 1945

Indiana, •■.1925.:.;

Washington, 1945
Wyoming, 1945

4. Sec.
1943.

of the Educational Code, effective August U.
---------------
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■-

I

States Permitting Religious, Instruction
on Public School jUime
Tables VII and VIII contain the data for the years
1934 and 1945 relative to the releasing of pupils.

Table

VII lists the states which followed this practice, end
■
■
/
-Table VIII shows those that did not release pupils.
.

.

;

: ■

/

.

A greater leniency seems to be indicated by the fact
1

'

that seven states which did not release pupils in 1934
were doing so in 1945, while only two of the states which
released pupils in 1934 had discontinued the practice in
1945.
Idaho reported that some schools were releasing
pupils, even though the law prohibited it•

And in spite

of its having been ruled illegal by both the court and the
attorney-general of the state of Washington, the city of
Spokane reported they wore releasing pupils.
Judicial and Official Opinion on Legality
of Granting Released Time

.

In February, 1925, the Board of Education of Mount
Vernon, New York, passed a ruling permitting parents of
children in the fifth and sixth grades to withdraw their
children from school 45 minutes each week to receive
5
religious education elsewhere.
To protect themselves
5. Kites, laud J.

op. cit.

~~

:

~~

TABLE Y U
STATES IN WHICH PUPILS WERE RELEASED DURING SCHOOL HOURS TO
RECEIVE RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION

By Permission of

’34 *45
Alabama
California
Car,, No,
Car,, So,
Connsobiout
Dak,, So,
Delaware
Georgia
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentueky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland

X

X
X

X

X

X
X
X

X

X
X

X

X
X
X
X

'34SS5

II
il

'38q 45
X

X

X
X

X
X

X
X
X

X
X

X
X

'34^45

IP

X
X
X
X

X

X

X
X

X
X
X
X
X

X

X
X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X
X

X

X:
X

X

TABLE VII (Cont.)
By Permlaslon of
§

J.5 Q s« a o h u sstts
M ie h ig a n

X

Minnesota

X

X

Mississippi
Missouri
H sY sda
Hew J e r s e y
Hew Y o rk
O h io

X

Oklahoma

X

Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
Texas
U ta h
V erm o n t

Virginia
Va•* Vs
W ls o o n s in
Wyoming
T o ta l

X

X
X

>X
X

o

1!
f§
if
^§•2
a*
P
' all
Is
34 *45 '34 '45 '34 *45

X
X

%

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

X

vn

X

XU

X
X
X
*

X

X
X

X
X

X

X '
X

X

X

X

X

'X

'X
X

X

X

Without

1

I

I

O re g o n

k°

X

,'x
X

X
X
X

X
X
X

X
29

34

X
X

.

X
X

'

X
•

X
X
X

X

9

12

X
4

11

3

0

2

5

3

4

9

TABLE VIII
STATES IW WHICH PUPILS WERE WOT RELEASED TORINO
SCHOOL HTORS TO RECEIVE RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION

1945

1934
Alabama

Arkansas
Arizona
Colorado
Dakota, No,
Delamre

Arkansas
Arizona
Colorado
Dakota, No,
Diet* of Columbia
Florida

Florida
Georgia
Indiana

Lasnachusetta
.Michigan
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
ITevf Hampshire

Her/ Mexico
Rhode Island
Tennessee
Washington
Total:

19

Montana
Nebraska
New Hampshire
New Mexico
Tennessee
: TexasWashington
Wyoming
Total:

15

5?

and Insure regular attendance, the Beard had printed two

cards— one for parents to sign requesting the child’s re
lease, showing the church to which he would go for this
Instruction; and one for the teacher of religion to sign
showing that the child attended.
The Freethinkers* Society of Kew York, through one
of its members In Mount Vernon, brought an injunction
against the Sehool Board to restrain them from this prac
tice.

Supreme Court Justice Seegor granted a permanent

6
Injunction against the Board.

/

In September, 1925# the White Plains District disre
garded this decision, and the superintendent of city
schools began dismissing pupils thirty minutes each week

before the termination of the regular sehool period.

The

Freethinkers* Society then brought proceedings against

White Plains. They first made a demand upon the superin
tendent of schools, who refused to accede; they next sent
this demand to Dr. Frank P. Graves, Commissioner of Educa
tion of the State of Mew York.

He also refused to comply.

Thereupon they started proceedings and he was ordered to

show cause.
The Supreme Court denied this application, Justice
6. kites, l a u d J . bp. cit.

' ! —

'

““

"

:

"
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Staley handing down the decision.

Appeal was made next

to the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court, where
■ 7
Justlee Davis affirmed the decision of the lower court.
Illinois;

The Supreme Court in the case of People

vs. Board of Education, 245 Illinois 334, decided it was
not lawful for some pupils to be released for religious
instruction while others remained; hut that it was within
the power of the school board to dismiss school whenever

8
they saw fit.
New York, 1925:

In Stein vs. Brown, 211 New York,

Supp, 822, the court rendered the decision that as re
ligion was not included among the lists of subjects to be
taught in the public schools and, further, that releasing
pupils to go outside during school hours and study reli
gion would be equivalent to including it in the list of
state school subjects, therefore it would be illegal.
Yet in 1927 the Supreme Court of New York decided it
was legal for school boards to dismiss pupils to go elsewhere and receive religious instruction.

This decision

was affirmed by the New York Court of Appeals#

?. Hites, Laud J. op. c l t .'
'' "
8. U.S. Dept, of Interior, Office of Education. Pamphlet
N o. 39, 1933.
--- --- 9. People ex rel Lewis V. Graves, 245 New York, 195;
156 H.E., 633.
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Opinion of Various State Attorneys-General Regarding
Religious Education on School Time
.
■ ■/ ■
,
•.
. .
:
Oregon, 1934-: I.E. Van Yfinkle, writing under date
of September 24, 1934, made the following statement:
It appears to me, however, in view of the
fact that the courses of study in the public
schools shall be under the entire control of
the boards of directors of the various school
districts, that the reading of the Bible in
the public schools is not prohibited in this
state, and that the boards of directors ray
provide for religious education during school
hours providing, of course, it is nonsectarian, and allow credits for prescribed
courses of Bible study in the high schools.
Nebraska, 1934:
September 25, 1934t

Paul F. Good gave this opinion on
"Religious education could not, in

my opinion, be given in the public schools on public school
time."
New Hampshire, 1945:

Marion G. Alexander, Research

Assistant to the Attorney-General, said in a letter of
December 26, 1945:
During the last two sessions of the
legislature an effort has been made to permit
time to be taken from regular school hours to
study religion. A bill permitting this was
defeated in the session of 1945. So far as
I know there has been no ruling relative to
this matter.
Massachusetts. 1945:

James A. Seller, writing for

the attorney-general, under date of December 10, 1945,
made this statement:
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Absences may also be permitted for reli
gious education at such times as the school
committee may establish; provided, that no
public funds shall.be appropriated or expended
for sucheduoation or for transportation inci
dental thereto; and provided, further, that
such time shall bo no more than one hour each
week.
Comments of State Educational Officials
Alabama, 193A t

?/.L. Spencer, Director of Secondary

Education for Alabama, writing under date of September
25, 1934, stated:
There have been no requests from any
communities to approve a plan by which pupils
nay be excused during school hours to go out
side and receive religious instruction,
i
Delaware, 1934: II.V. Holloway, State Superintendent
of Public Instruction, under date of September 25, 1934,
said:

"Vfe have only one school in which we send out chil

dren for religious instruction,w
Iowa, 1932:

According to Fred L. L'ahannan, Deputy

State Superintendent, as of November, 1932, the Bible was
taught in some schools during school hours.

This Instruc

tion was given by certain pastors, with the provision that
it must not bo sectarian or denominational.
The attorney-general of Iowa has ruled that school
boards can not be compelled to release pupils s o .that
they may receive religious instruction; those parents who
want their children to have such instruction should
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arrange for It outside of school hours.
Louisiana, 1934:

T.H. Harris, State Superintendent

of Public Instruction, reported that pupils are granted
the privilege ©f going elsewhere for religious instruction,
provided it does not interfere with their other work.
Minnesota, 1934:

Paul S. Amidon, Deputy Conunissioner

of Education, on October 10, 1934, wrote:
We would estimate that possibly three
or four hundred schools excuse their pupils
for part of the time to attend religious
instruction schools, and the assumption is
that between twenty-five and fifty thousand
are attending this type of instruction.
Nebraska. 1934:

Charles W. Taylor, State Superinten

dent of Public Instruction, under date of September 26,
1934, said:

"Pupils do not go outside of school under

school time to receive religious instruction in any of
the public schools of the state."
New Jersey. 1934:

O.J. Strahan, Assistant Commis

sioner of Education, advised in a letter of September 29,
1934:
A few years ago there was an organized
effort by the churches to secure religious
training either in the schools or by having
the pupils excused from school to go to some
church for that education, but there is now
no particular advocacy for such schools, and
so far as we know, very few are being main
tained.
Nevada, 1934:

Walter W» Anderson, Superintendent of

Public Instruction, under date of September 29, 1934, wrote:
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"At the present time, we have no children receiving this
kind of instruction
Pennsylvania, 1932: v/»M. Denison, Deputy Superin
tendent of Public Instruction, advised that the Department
of Justice has handed down the following opinion on the
releasing of time:
When the wish of parents for week-day
religious instruction for their children
involves no interruption to school attendance
for the required number of school hours, or
use of school buildings or facilities, the
school authorities can have no purpose to
defeat it, and may cooperate with the parents
in their reasonable desire by adopting a rule
fixing the opening and elosing hours of
schools, at such hours, or on designated days,
at such time or times as will not only pro
vide the necessary hours for compulsory
attendance in school but also permit atten
dance by pupils at week-day instruction in
religion elsewhere than in the school; but
when the pupils are dismissed, the school
authorities may not demand, coerce, direct,
or supervise the attendance of the pupils
at, for, or in a class, school or other
place for such instruction.
Shod# Island, 193A :

Walter E, Banger, Commissioner

of Education, said that the school laws of Rhode Island
require that pupils attend every hour the schools are
in session; but that in certain towns the school boards
arrange the programs so that all pupils may be dis
missed in time to receive religious instruction.

He fur

ther stated that this plan meets with various degrees
of success, from complete success to complete failure.
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Here is a state with very rigid laws on this point;
yet there s e e m to be a way around the law for those who
want to find it.

_

Utah. 1934: E.H. Jensen, State Superintendent of
Public Instruction, reported that there are many places
where there are seminary buildings located near school
buildings, and that some pupils go to these and receive
religious instruction from ministers, but ministers do not
come into the schools.
Washington, 1934:

V/.J. Kart in, Deputy Superinten

dent of Public Instruction, in a personal letter stated
that the laws of Washington do not permit any time off
or any religious instruction being given in any way in
connection with public instruction*

It may be noted that

the laws of this state are very rigid on these points.
Illinois, 1945r N.S. Hutson, Assistant Superinten
dent in Charge of Legal Matters for the Department of
Public Instruction, wrote on December 17, 1945i
A case is now pending in tho Circuit
Court of Champaign County by means of which
it is sought by the mother of a pupil in one
of the schools in Champaign to test the right
of the Board to release school children from
their school work to attend classes In reli
gious education* She contends the Board has
no such right. She bases her arguments on
our Constitution and State law which is set
forth in the Bible case. Briefs have now
been filed and the Judges have announced they

will give their decision in January. Yfe
think then the case will undoubtedly be
appealed regardless of which side is vic
torious and we expect a final decision to
be handed down which will be a precedent
for the future.
Iowa. 1945: R.A. Griffin, Legal Advisor for the De■ ■■ ■ ' ■ ' ■
' ■' ■ .
.v, : . partroent of Public Instruction, under date of November 29,
1945$ made the following statement:
The Iowa attorney-general arrived at the
conclusion that neither parents nor others
could demand the release of pupils during
regular school hours for religious instruction,
and that when and if such pupils were excused
for this purpose, they had no right to demand
additional time from the teacher even though
the teacher were paid additional compensation.
He further expressed the opinion that no one
had a right to demand that the schedule of
the public school be so arranged as to permit
groups to be absent or excused from school
during the regular school day as established
by the board of education for the purpose of
attending upon religious instruction outside
of the school.
Montana. 1945:

Elizabeth Ireland. State Superinten

dent of Public Instruction, on January 17$ 1946, made this
statement:
Here In Montana there is no law stating
anything in regard to teaching religion in
schools or teaching the Bible in school.
However, It has been determined that no time
during the school day can religion of any
type, kind, or form, as well as description,
be taken up in school hours.
Table IX gives the data for cities reporting classes
In religious instruction on released school time, as
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listed in United states Office of Education Pamphlet
No, 36.for the years 1934 and 1945.

The comparisons in

clude only cities with populations up to one hundred
thousand.
Where the spaces are left blank, there was no reply.
The total of pupils released for 1934 and 1945 respec
tively shows considerable decrease; but this may be ac
counted for partially by the fact that fewer cities
responded in 1945 than in 1934.

Also, quite a few of

those who responded did not give the number of pupils
being released*
The amount of time that pupils were excused varied
from one hour a day to forty-five minutes a week.
The Taking of Time Off in the 53 Cities
Listed in Table 17, page 38
la 1934* 9 of these cities reported that they were
releasing pupils from school time to study religion.

In

1945, 14 of the same cities reported they were releasing
134,500 pupils for this purpose.
The Taking of Time Off in Indiana
In 1934 a questionnaire was sent to 48 of the leading
cities in Indiana.

Ten of these reported they were re

leasing 10,970 pupils for religious study.

In 1945, 20

TABLE IX
CITIES REPORTING HEEK-DAT CLASSES IN RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION ON SCHOOL TIMS
(AS LISTED IN U.S. BUREAU OF EDUG. PAMPHLET NO* 36)

City

Glasses
Held la

Average Daily
Attendance in
Religious Classes

%2

19%

1945

'

loekford. 111*
Richmond, Ind.
Covington, Ky.
Lexington, Ky,
Kalamazoo, Mich.
Meridian, Miss.
Amsterdam,. N.Y.
Neeburgh, N.Y.
Poughkeepsie,N ,Y.
Homo, N.Y.
Schenectady, N.Y.
Wetertoen, N.Y.
White Plains,N.Y.
Cleveland Hts.,0.

Population 30.000-100*000
school
256
none
241
'
churches &
1280
2000
schools
2069
none
1100
195
discontinued
none
112
churches
1800
2265 .2400
mono
none
95
discontinued 1400
none
none
school
119
35, 7500
churches
172
227
15#
churches
600
2 0 * 2100
churches
*# 1499
all schools
2000
churches .
. 613
churches
256
240
16*
churches
1160
7 5 * 3000
churches
1000
450
339
nono
none
no more
283

Pine Bluff, Ark.
WCyeross, Ga,
Sterling, 111.

Population 10,,000-30
discontinued
900
none
none
no more
.
55
school
336
550

Charlotte, N.C.
Oak Park, 111*

Is Plan

m m #
yes
yes

yes
yes

yes

yes

no
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes

yes

yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes

uncertain

TABLE IX (Cent.)
A v e ra g e Daily
Attendance in
City
Michigan City,Ind.
Atchison, Kan.
OMnnte, Kan,
Emporia, Kan,
N e w to n , K a n .
Sslina, Kan.
S a l i s b u r y , M d,
Royal Oak,Mich.
S. Sto. Marie,Mloh,
Albert Lea, Minn,
So,St.Paul, Minn.
Columbia, Mo,
•Batavia, N.Y.
Courtland, N.Y.
Endioott, N.Y.
Genova, N.Y.
Herkimer, N.Y,
Ithaca, N.Y.
Little falls,N.Y.
Lookport, N.Y.
Meesena, N.Y.
No.T*m#**mda,N .Y.
Ogaensburg, N.Y.
Oneida, N.Y,
Oswego, N.Y,
B u e y r u e , 0,
Findlay, 0.
Fostoria, 0.

Classes
Held In
e h u ro h e e
school
c h u ro h e s
sehool
c h u ro h e s
e h u ro h e s
e h u ro h e s
school
e h u ro h e s
e h u ro h e s
o h u re h e s
schools
e h u ro h e s
no more
sehool
c h u rc h e s
o u ts id e
e h u ro h e e
e h u ro h e s
o h u reh e s
e h u ro h e s
o h u reh e s
seh o o l
sehool
sehool

1932

1934

69
1093
IS©
752

50
1300
400
850
1100
2750
535
1400

= $
513
204
131
235
554
172
893
500
688
560
1481
402
414
332
259
776
993
1067
1664

12&
75$
700

1945
90
2000
none
1000
2300
75-90$

Is P l a n
Sueeessful .
1934
1945
yes
yes
yea
yes
yes
yes
yes
fairly
no
yes
yes

900
300
. none
900
900
750
none
1500
350
none
500
300
1500
800
1000
350

yea
yea
yes
yea
yes
yes
uneertain

yes

200
■
2000
375
grades 4-6
1000

yes
yes
yes
no
yea
no
yes
yes
no
yes
v e ry
yea

yes
no
yes
no
yea
yea

TABLE IX (Gent.)

Oity
Fromont, 0,
Martina Ferry,0*
Tiffin, 0.
Weoater, 0,
E n M , Okla.
Elwood Oity.Pa,
v/arvziok, R.I.
Texarkana, Tex,
Staunton, Va.
Appleton, Wls,
lan Olalr, Wls,
lanaan, v/lo,
Wawatosa, Wia,
Meoa, Ariz,
Olover, SoeOar,
Brookings,So.Dak,
Blaekfoot, Ida.
Burley, Ida.
Malad C i t y , Ida,
Lombard, 1 1 1 .
M e M o ta , 1 1 1 .
Naperville, 1 1 1 .
F rin e e to n , 111.
Rook Falls, 1 1 1 .
tourtford City,Irid.

H e ld I n
•e h o o l
s c h o o ls
c h u rc h e s
school
outside
school
churches
no more
no more
churches
churches
churches

Average Daily
Attendance in
Religious Classes
1932 - 1934
1945
825
1605
1120
2S2
205
955
405
60
42
700
1400
350
488

100#
1500
1000
400
200
1000
425
none
none
none
1600
20#

Population 2 .5 0 0 - 1 0 ,0 0 0
c h u rc h e s
100
school
500
•eh o o l
700
none
outside
120
120
120
©hurehes
125
o u ts id e
165
165
sch o o l
schools
schools
schools
School

384
435
50

250
450
100
30

Is Plan
Successful
l 9 j 4 1 $ 4 5

1200
900
7 0 -9 0 #

yes
yes
no
yes
yes
yes
yes

■

200
none
500

•

1456
none

ye#
no
partially

none

yes
' ‘- -

yes

yes
u n c e rta in
yes

401

140

yes
yes
yes
v e ry
ideal
yes

no

TABLE IX (Goat.)
>

.

■•

••

Average Daily
Attendance in
City
Nappaaee, Ind,
Union ally* I n d ,
Valparaiso, Ind.
?/.Terre Haute, Ind.
Eagle Grove,la,
Fairfield, la.
Fella, la.
V/avorly, la.
Mb.Sterling, Ky.
Princeton, Ky.
Alma, Kioh.
Gladstone,Mich, ■
Grand Haven,Mioh,
St.Clair,Mich,
Fergus Falls, Minn,
Grand Rapids,Meh,
Montevideo, Minn.
Moorhead, Sian.'
Hashv/auk, Mina.
R edw ood Falls,Mlhn.
Thief liver Falls,
.. Minn. . ■ ■
Wadena * Mina.
Bound Brook, N.J.
iadison, N.J.
Washington, M.J,
Bath, H.Y,

Classes
H e ld I n

Religious Olassee

sehool
no more
school
school
soheol
school
school
school
no more
■churches
no more
churches
school
churches
churches
churches
churches
churches
churches
churches

570
180

404

275

churches
churches
churches
churches
no more
churches

150
115
239
87
>60
125

502 grades 4-6
150
475
200

.. .1 T O

65
60

540
noae
1W
15
15!»

100

75

>98

400

467
200

none

550

#00

1000

45

none
150

59#

>00

none
$m
400
none
20

251

80^
450

251
2»

90#

yes

yss
yesno

yes
yea
yes
yes
yes

05
450
none

250

100

yes
yes
yes
-no
yes
yss
very
yes
yes
yes
yoo

partially
yes

none

150

1^45

none

60#
600

T§W
yes

nmm
none

75
525
425
>00

Is Plan
Successful

gig

•

yes

yss

no

yes
yes

no

TABLE IX (Coat,)
Average Daily
A tte n d a n c e i n
City

Classes
Held la

churches
C a n a n d a ig u a , M.Y,
churohos
Frankfort, N.Y,,
Hudson Falls,N.Y, . churches
churches
Ilion, N,Y,
school
Lowville, N,Y,
churches
I&ilone, N.Y.
m . m r r i s , N.Y.
no more
churohos
Norwich, M .Y . .
eohool
Pona Yan, H.Y.
churches
Tupper Lake, N.Y.
Waterloo, N.Y..
•ehool
Dockland, 0.
school
M t. V e r n o n , 0.
school
churches
Napoleon, 0.
S t . B e r n a r d ,. 0 .
.
school
school
Upper Arlington,0.
Kominy, Okla* .
no more
Maud, Okla.
.
no more
c h u rc h e s
Baker, Ore*
n o more
A e p in w e ll, P a .
Avalon,. Pa,
churches
Haworth. Pa.
n o m ere
Grove C i t y , P a . ,
school
Indiana, Pa..
churches
Lewlsburg, P a . .
school
churches
Wyoming, Pa.
E •Greenwich,H•I .
churches

Id Plan
Successful
I93V

15©
30
105
480
45©

200
200
270
650
325
730
290
180
300
15
387
100
245
978
510
530

200
200
900
775
100
250
550
600 grades 1-7
none
300
500
500
1300
500
400
700
470
800
1
0
00
625
300
90%

179
300
600
none
none
50
none
none
95% grades 3-9
none
none
500
320
1000
700
600
200
600

yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
very
yes
yes
yes
very
yes
yes
yes
no

190

yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes

yes
yes
yes
yes
ye®
fairly
yes
yes & nc)

TABLE IX (Cont.)
Average Daily
Attendanoe in

Is Plan
^Swoess^u^

Glasses

m iA In

Total

200
150

500
500
nono

300
most all
none

200
25

160

iw

7
650
175
180
50 grades 5-6
120 grades 4-7
57*018

50,183

45,789

yes
yee
yes
yes
no
yes
yes
yes
no
yes
yes
yes

no
yes
yes

g

Murray, U,
outside
Mephti, U.
.
outside
Spanish Forks, U.
outside
a m p i m n W g , Va#
:-soheel.
Beaver Dam, V/is.
no more
O h i p p e m Falls,Wlo. ehurohee
Ft,Atkinson,. V/ia.
ohurohes
Jefferson, Wis, , : ©hurohes
Marshfield, V/is.
©hurehes
Merrill, Wis.
ohurohos
Hew London, Wis,
■outside.
Platteville,. W l e # - .ohurehea
Sturgeon BayyWis. ■ ©hurohes
Whitewater, V/is.
ehurehee

m i

Olty
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eitles reported they were releasing 3,580 pupils for this
reason*
Use of School Time for Religious Instruction
in Ohio
Table X gives the data regarding the taking of time
in the cities of Ohio in 1934 and 1945.

V/ith fewer cities

reporting in 1945, the data show a slight doorcase in the
number of pupils being released to receive religious in
struction*
Cedarville reported that various ministers come to
the school every Tuesday morning, and give thirty minutes
in each room for religious instruction.
Reports of City Superintendents Regarding
use of School Time for Religious Study
Kansas, 1946:

iV*M. Richards, Superintendent in

Emporia, wrote under date of January 15, 1946:
Here is what really prevails. The Board
of Education has permitted teachers of religion
to come to the elementary school buildings one
day each week, to give instruction. These
teachers are selected by the cooperating
churches which include all but two of the
churches of the city. T h e .same teacher teach
ing in a particular grade through the entire
system* For instance, one teacher teaching a
religious class is for all the fourth grades
in the city. Another teacher teaches all the
fifth grade classes, and so forth.
of instruction. The teachers realize that
they are to avoid secular indoctrination in so
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TABLE X
OHIO CITIES THAT V7ERB RELEASHG PUPILS DURING
193k AND/OR 1945

City

Date of
Estab
lishment

Alexandria
Baltimore
Selfre
Bluffton
Caldwell
Cedarvllle
Coluabua
Cuyahoga
Dayton

dlseon.*
1926
dlseon.*
1924
no more
1929
1920
1917
1921

Findlay
lostorla
Fremont
Greenfield
Greenville

1928

Gypsum.
Hamilton Co,
Lookland
*
Lowell
Marietta
Mt. Vernon
Napoleon
New
Cornerstone
New Matamoros
New Phlla.
Tlfin.

1929
1923
abolished
in elem.*

Classes
Hold

Grades
Released 1934

home room

1-8

400

school

1.6

304

class room
school
churches
schools &
- churchos
school room
class room
class room
school

1-6’
1-6
W

300
300
30^

3-6
4-6
3-8
1-6
3-8

3199
1000
350
1700
1000
all
220

1924

churches

3-6
1-8

1925
1923
1928
1926

school rooia
school
school
churches

1-6
1-6
3-6
9-12

1945

260

6000
3#
1000
1200
none

470

school room 4-12
no more*
1927
dlseon.

school

2r4

Total
♦Plan abandoned because of lack of funds

150
1700
625
300

1000
90$

1000,
95$

550
900
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far as it is possible to do so, and still
give the children some sound religious con
cepts. Attendance is voluntary but in ten
years time we have had only two families who
have objected to their children attending.
The regular teachers do not participate in
the instruction. For them this time is free
time.
Hew York, 1946:

V/. Lynn Houseman, Superintendent

in Geneva City, in a letter of January 21, 1946, made this

X

statement:
In Geneva we have been carrying on
religious education with lay teachers for
many years, in the lower and intermediate
grades. Catholic children are excused to
attend religious instruction in their churches
for a period not to exceed one hour in the
school day, once a week.
California, 1945:

Erma Pixley, Coordinator In the

Curriculum Division of the Academic Branch, Los Angeles,
in a letter of December 13, 1945, said:
In addition, we have a released time pro
gram operating in our elementary schools and
in thirteen of our junior high schools • If
you are familiar with this program you know
that it permits parents to request that boys .
and girls be excused one period during the week
in order to receive instruction from the reli
gious group indicated by the parent. It is
entirely voluntary, but offers the opportunity
for Increased emphasis on religious education
for those who desire to take advantage of it.
Minnesota. 1945: Fergus Falls reported:
Feel we need time for school. Giving
churches two hours each week Is a lot of time.
Feel this course could be given on other than
school time.
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H e w York, 1945:

A.H. Coveil, Superintendent in

Oneida, said under date of December 10, 1945:
The state law permits instruction in re
ligion during school hours "for not more than
one hour each week at the close of the session"
outside of school buildings. We have been per
mitting it for forty-five minutes partly inside
and partly outside at a convenitne time, not
entirely at the close of the session by tacit
consent, realizing that a complaint if made
would necessitate discontinuance of the prac
tice so far as it conflicts with above men
tioned regulation.
Minnesota. 1945:

C.G. Haugen, Superintendent of

Wadena schools, in a letter of December 7» 1945» said:
It is my firm conviction that the more
clearly and completely the church and state
are separated the better each will function.
'Shore such separation docs not exist the
church becomes dominant, invariably, you can
count on that.
Hew Ltexlco. 1945:

J.D. Shinkle, Superintendent in

R o o t ®11, wrote as follows on December 3, 1945:
There are too many people in this state
trying to bring the religion into the schools
as a denominational factor so our school board
feels we should not use it at all.
*
Hew York. 1945: Leona A. Davis, Principal of Lowville Academy and Union Free School, Lowville, under date
of December 3, 1945, reported:
Instruction is given in the school; vari
ous pastors, nuns, and lay teachers come to the
school to teach; these classes are optional to
the students. The actual provision in the law
is for excusing students from school; however,
if there is no objection in the community, the
above plan is followed.
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Ohio, 1946:

J.H. Durison, Superintendent in Lockland,

gives this information in a letter of January 15, 1946:
This is the 23rd year for our School of
Christian Education. One period of 45 min
utes per week is allowed for Religious Educa
tion in grades 1-6. A qualified teacher, paid
by outside funds, comes into each school room
for graded religious instruction of non
sectarian nature. A child may be excused, but
seldom have children asked to be excused,
California. 1944:

In July, 1944, the San Francisco

Board of Education sent out questionnaires to parents to
ascertain their attitude on setting aside school time for
religious study.

Of the 50,225 replies, 53 per cent
10
favored released time.

The states of California, Indiana, Massachusetts,
Minnesota, Hew York, Kentucky, Pennsylvania, and South
Dakota passed laws permitting time to be set aside from
school for the study of religion during the years from
1940 to 1945.

Similar bills were defeated in 1945 in

Illinois, New Hampshire, Tennessee, and Washington.
The attorneys-genoral of Alabama, Idaho, Tennessee,
Utah, and Vermont ruled favorably on this practice during
the years 1939-1945; while similar'officials in Arizona
lo. Scottish Hite News bulletin. August 21. 1944.

p

. 15,

(1%5), Colorado (1943), and V/yoning (1945) ruled against
it.

Thus it is evident that this question is a very

live one.

'v v '

Table ZI givoo a suionary of data.
TABLE XI
SblB'AHY OF DATA RELATIVE TO RELEASED TB£S

1934

1945

States taking time off

29

34

States not taking time off

19

14

States permitting taking time off by lew

4

12

State Courts permitting tine off

3

0

State departments of education
permitting tine off

3

4

Attorneya-general permitting time off

1

6

10

11

Local school authorities permitting time off

These figures show that none laws have boon enacted
favoring the releasing of tisie for roligioun education;
that more of the various authorities aro granting p o m i s olon; and that fet least soae schools in more states aro
allowing tine off.
According to the data. Hew York leads in the number
of cities, 25, releasing pupils; Indiana stands second
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with 23 ; and Ohio is third with 14.
Wisconsin come fourth with 7 each.

Minnesota and
Thus it is seen that

the region around the Great Lakes leads in releasing
pupils to receive religious instruction, with the Central
states following.

The New England states, the extreme

Southern states, and those in the Southwest are less
liberal along this line.
Among the cities New York City stands first in 1945
releasing 110,000 pupils; and Chicago second, releasing
23,000.

A total of 195,279 pupils were being released in

1945, according to the data in this study.

CHAPTER. V
HIGH-SCHOOL CREDIT FOR BIBLE STUDY
The purpose of this chapter is to show the trend in
the amount of credit toward graduation from high school
allowed for Bible study, whether the course is taken in
high school or in some religious institution.
North Dakota and Colorado were the first two states
to allow high-school credit for Bible study.

The Dean of

North Dakota University, If.P. Squires, was the originator
1
of the movement.
He was editor of the first syllabus
of Bible study for high schools, which was published in
1912*

The state of North Dakota began the work^of teach

ing Bible in high schools in 1912.

Very shortly Indiana

and Washington followed with similar plane*
In 1917 an extensive survey of this question was made
3
■ '
by Clarence A. Wood.
From this study he reported that
at that time six states— Colorado, North Dakota, Oklahoma,
Oregon, Texas, Washington— had sanctioned officially the
giving of high-school credit for outside Bible study;
TT

2.
3.

„ Constantine k.
State, p. 63,
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and.that ten other states were following this praotle*
without official authorization.
In 1925 V/.A, Squires, Director of Week-day Religious
Instruction of the Presbyterian Church, investigated this
movement by corresponding with the state superintendents
of public instruction.

On the basis of the forty-eight

replies received, he made the following classification:
A. States vjhere the Department of Education or some
similar organization gives official sanction to plan

g-

1

Dew York
Oklahoma
Oregon
Texas
Virginia
West Virginia

1

Kentucky
Maine
Michigan
Missouri
Montana
Bslemaka

I

Arkansas
Colorado
Dakota, Worth
Dakota, South
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas

B. States in which certain high
but without official sanction of state authorities
California
Florida
Idaho

Illinois
Maryland
Ohio

Utah
Tennessee
Wisconsin

C. States in which the practice is not being followed
Alabama
Arizona .
Carolina, Horth
Carolina, South
Connecticut
Delaware;

Florida
Georgia
Louisiana
itts
Minnesota
Mississippi

Hew Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
Rhode Island
Vermont
Wyoming

In 1927 after an extensive study of the forty-eight
states, I.K. Jackson and G.F. Kalmberg reported the
4. jackson. J.L. and Malmfeg.

op. cit.. pp. 8 0 ^ T T
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following data:
A. States giving high-school credit for Bible study
Arkansas
Carolina, North
.Colorado
Dakota, North
Dakota, South
m a k e ''
Illinois

New York

Mississippi
• 9W&
Virginia
West Virginia

B. States not
study
Arizona
California
Carolina, South
Connecticut
Delaware
Florida
Georgia

credit for Bible
Kentucky
Louisiana
Massachusetts

New Jersey

Ohio
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
Vermont
Washington
Wisconsin
Wyoming

And in 1934 these facts were brought out by this
writer’s investigation:
A. States allowing high-school credit for Bible study
Arkansas
Carolina, North
Colorado
Dakota, North
Delaware
Georgia
Idaho
Illinois

Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Maine
Maryland
Michigan
Missouri
'Montana

New York
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Texas
Utah
Virginia
West Tin

B* States not allowing high-school credit for Bible study

California
Carolina, South
Connecticut

Minnesota
Mississippi
Nebraska

Rhode Island
Tennessee
Vermont

Dakota, South
Florida
Kentucky

Nevada
New Hampshire
New Jersey

Washington
Wisconsin
Wyoming

Table XII contains the data found in this study for
the year 1945 as to the nttrtbar of states allowing highschool graduation credit for Bible study, the basis upon
which it is allowed, and the opinion of State Superinten
dents of Public Instruction as to its value.
In comparing the data of 1934 with those of 1945, it
is seen that 24 states allowed credit in the former year
and 2? in the latter.

Four which allowed credit in 1934

had dropped the plan in 1945.

Five states reported that

classes are held in the schools, and in Mississippi the
course must be taught by regularly state-certified
teachers•
Legal Decisions Unfavorable to
the Granting of Credit
California: According to opinion Mo. 3247 of the
Attorney-General, credit toward graduation from high
school can not be given for a literary and historical
study of the Bible made in Sunday schools and other agen
cies outside of the high school, whether or not such study
is under the direction of teachers licensed by the state
as public school teachers.
Washington:

In 1916 the Attorney-General rendered

a decision against allowing credit in high schools for

TABLE XII

.;

HIGH SCHOOL CBBDIT FOR BIBLE STUDY, 1945

By Authority of

|

: I

Alabama
Arkansas
Arizona
California
Carolina,:m#.
Carolina, So.
Colorado
■
Columbia, Diet,
Connootiout . ■
Dakota, No,
Dakota, So,
Delaware
Florida
Georgia

Idaho
Illinois

yes
yes
yes
no
yss
yes
no
no
yea
yes
no
yes

j
ss
£3
3?o

\#
o. •
as '
til
— E-j a

you
not stated
against
yoo

yes

me

not stated

yes

me

not stated

no

yes
me

yes
yea

me

no
yes

yes

yea
yea

no

not stated

no

yea

yes

not stated

no
yes
yea
no

yes
yea

yes

TABLE H I

1
5

-

1

—

Indiana
Iowa

K am m
K@n%mky
Louisiana
.m l m
Maryland
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
. Nebraska.
Nevada .. v
Mow Hampshire
Now Jersey
Now Mexico
New York
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon

a
S

#

!l

fi

-

w
§s
I|
5l

yes
yes
no
ho
no
r*s

yes
yes

yea

yos

I
5
*
5
1
yos
yes

yes
against

yes

against

yes
y#*

a#
yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes
against

no

i

Worthwhile

By Authority of

(Oont.)

yes

yos
no
yea

not stated
yes

r
no
no
no
yos
yos
yes
yes

yes

yes

yes

no
yes
yes

no

no

yes

TABLE H I

(Cont«)

Is Plan
W o rth m i l e

By Authority o f

Pennsylvania
m o d e Island
Tennessee '■
Texas
U ta h
V erm o n t
Virginia
Virginia, W«
Washington ■
Wiseonsin •
Wyoming

no
no
yes
yos
yes
no
yos
yea
no
no
no

no
yea
yes

, _
against
against

No reply from ISassaehusetta

yes

no
••
no '
yes
yes

yoo

res
yes
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Bible study*

Thus Tfashington, one of the first four to
5
take up this work, withdrew after six years.
In 1926,
two bills were introduced in the legislature to legalize

this practice, but they were defeated on April 19, 1926*
To give credit in public schools for
study of historical, biographical, narrative,
and literary features of Bible pursued under
sectarian agents is to give credit for sec
tarian teaching and influence contrary to
Constitution, Article 9, Section 4.
Opinions of Various State Attorneys-General Regarding
Granting of High-School Credit for Bible Study
Colorado. 1934:

Hazel M. Gastello,' Assistant Attorney-

General, writing under date of October 1, 1934, made the
following statement:

"So far as we know, no high-school

credit is given for study of the Bible in this state,"
Kentucky, 1934:

1111am R. Atkinson, Assistant

Attorney-General, in a letter of September, 1934, said:

*X1® are unable to find any grant of credits for Bible
study in the high school, and no court decisions concern
ing the above statutes."
Nebraska, 1934:

Paul F. Good, on September 25, 1934,

gave this opinion:
I assume there would be no objection for
granting high school credit for Bible study.
GQst; VQl. 5A* (1918)»
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provided it was studied as literature and not
as a subject matter of instruction of a sec
tarian nature.
Hew York, 1934:

Dorothy U. Smith, Assistant

Attorney-General, in a letter dated October 4, 193A, m d e
this statement:
In high schools Bible study has been
allowed as special course, conducted outside
of the school in a course and by a teacher
approved by the Department of Education. ...
Of the fifteen units required for high school
graduation, not more than one is allowed for
Bible study*
Virginia. 1934:

Abram P. Staples, Attorney-General,

under date of September 28, 1934, advised:

"The State

Board of Education has provided for an elective course in
Bible study, for which credit is granted."
Alabama. 1945:

Charles 25. Cooper, Attorney in the

Legislative Reference Service, gave the following Infor
mation in a letter of December 6, 1945:
Education— Courses in Bible and religion
can be taught, as electives, in the public
schools of the State provided the courses do
not stress any particular sect, creed, or
denomination but embrace a study of the Bible
or religion from a historical, narrative,
biographical and literary standpoint* However,
before credit toward graduation can be given
for such courses, the same must be placed upon
the approval elective course list by the State
Department of Education and must he conducted
by a certified teacher.
(Quarterly Report of
the Attorney-General. Vol. 17, p.6d.)
North Carolina. 1945:

This statement written by

the Attorney-General appeared in the September, 1945,
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issue of North Carolina State School Facts:
Front a practical standpoint, due to the
great variety of religious beliefs and sects
in the State, it seems to ne that it would
be very difficult to prescribe a curriculum
which includes a course in the study of the
Bible, to select one which would not in
some instances infringe upon the inalienable
right to worship Almighty God according.to
one's own dictatesj or interfere in some
manner, however small, with the rights of
one's conscience in this regard.
Table XIII gives samples of the essential elements
of representative syllabi in Bible study.
Comment of State and City Officials
Regarding Credit for Bible Study
Alabama. 1934:

W.L. Spenser, Director of Secondary

Education, in a letter of September 25, 1934, said:
”1 know of no schools which have asked for credit toward
graduation for this work."
Arkansas. 1934: •: H.R. Owens, State High School Supertisor, wrote under date of August 16, 1934:

"There are

perhaps 100 or more high schools in.Arkansas which offer
eric or more courses in Bible on an accredited basis."
Arkansas. 1946:

H.R. Owens, Director of tho Division

of State Instruction, wrote on March 8, 1946:

"There are

a few high schools in Arkansas who are offering a course
in Bible on an elective basis."

TABL3 XIII
ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF REPRESENTATIVE SYLLABI IN BIBLE STUDY
FOR HIGH SCHOOLS

T om end Qontm%
State'

of the Course
in Bible Study

Methods of Reading

North Dakota

Brief topical outline Emphasizes the Bible
in 2 parts, embracing as literature and
Old & Mow Testaments, -. history. Selects
Introducing summaries-, passages to bo
historical and geomemorized.

West Virginia

Detailed outline In
4 parts of 90 les
son# each, Each les
son includes brief
of essential ques
tions on lesson.

New York

Mo official state
syllabus but each
oity prepares its
own syllabus.

Requirement#
Standards equal to H.S.
teachers. 160 40-min.
periods for 1 credit.
Separate classrooms
and equipment.

gr&jphjLo&l#
Valuable suggestions
in introduction*
Courses.designed to
give definite reli
gious instruction*
Geography and his
tory emphasized.
Syllabus and plan
approved by state
board or local
board.

Same as H.S. teachers*
1 credit for any 2 of
4 parts of syllabus,
45-minute periods.

Net definitely stated,
but in many cases stan
dards arc as followed
by public school
boards.

90

Colorado % 1934:

Lucy C. Auld, Deputy Superintendent

of Public Instruction, reported that one unit was allowed
for Bible study, provided it was taken during regular
Sunday-school hours in church under teachers who qualify
under state teacher requirements.
Dakota. North:

In this state the syllabus for the

course in Bible study is prepared by the State Council
of Religious Education, which is composed of representa
tives from seventeen denominations, and the State Depart-meat o f 'Sdueatloa#

;

' . :

.

.

Delaware, 1934: H . W Holloway, State Superintendent
of Public Instruction, made this statement under date of
September 25, 1934:
V,rould say tliat two of our high schools
are giving courses in Bible study, I think
that approximately fifty children are being
reached in the two courses,
Idaho, 193L:

J.W. Condie, State Superintendent of

Public Instruction, wrote in a letter of September 25,
1934 i
There are some twelve or fifteen high
schools in the state that are offering courses
in Bible literature and history, which are
given at present by Latter Day Saints Semi
naries, Catholic Seminaries, and by the
Hazarenes.
Iowa, 1 9 3 4 :

Fred L. Hahannah, Deputy Superintendent

of Public Instruction, reported that Bible courses were
taught in some public schools by various pastors, but that

91

sueli instruction must bo non-sectarian and undenomination
al.

He stated further that he did not know whether or

not the law was being complied with in all cases.
Iowa. 1945:

Y/.G. Peirce, Superintendent of Sehools

in Fairfield, reported in a letter of December 3, 1945:
In high school four semesters of elec
tive study are offered. A graduate of H.Y.
Biblical Seminary gives these courses and
general science. Salary paid as for other
subjects. Courses: (1) Life of Christ,
(2) The Acts, (3) Old Testament, first half,
(4) Old Testament, last half. Both Catholic
and Protestant ministers appear regularly
in devotional and inspirational assemblies.
There ha® never been any criticism of the
program.
Michigan. 1934:

Superintendent of Public Instruction,

Webster H. Pearce, reported that certain high schools gave
credit not to exceed one unit, provided it was of a re
quired standard, the work being done outside the public
sehools.
Montana. 1934:

In this state, schools used a

syllabus prepared and adopted by the Board of Education.
Montana. 1946: Elizabeth Ireland, State Superinten
dent of Public Instruction, in a letter of January 17,
1946, said:
;We do have a means by which credits in
Bible study can be obtained in hi^b school.
But this teaching is entirely outside of the
school. It is by the different religious de
nominations. The syllabi, of which there are
three, are made out hy the State Department
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of Public Instruction, two on the Old Testa
ment and one on the New Testament.
Nebraska. 193b:

Charles W. Taylor, State Superin

tendent of Public Instruction, in a letter dated September
28, 1934, said:

"So far as I know, wo give n© credit for

religious work in the high schools of Nebraska."
Pennsylvania. 1934: Prom this state came word that:
"No high school credit Is given for Bible Study in so
much as our laws do not contemplate Bible Study in the
public schools."
Otah. 1934:

W. Warren Taylor, Assistant Superinten

dent of Public Instruction, wrote under date of September
16, 1934*
There are at least fifty seminaries In
Utah adjacent to high schools which give
Bible study, one unit of which is accepted
towards high school graduation.
Utah. 1945: The Superintendent of City Schools in
Murry reported under date of December 6, 1945:
The Mormon Church has a Seminary build
ing near every high school in the state.
Students are permitted to attend and schools
aeeept one unit towards graduation.
Virginia. 1934:

J.L. Blair Buck, Supervisor of

Secondary Education, in a letter of September 29, 1934,
made this statement:
The last list of Virginia accredited high
schools offering a course in Bible study was
compiled in 1930-1931, and showed thirtythree schools offering this course.
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Mississippi. m S : R.W. Griffith, Assistant Super
intendent, State Department of Education, writing under
date of December 3, 1945, made the following statement:
Credit can be allowed toward high
school graduation in our state in Bible or
religious education to the extent of one
unit. Teachers of Bible must be regularly
employed, full-time teachers, under the full
supervision of the superintendent of the
school and have not less than eighteen quar
ter hours of college training in the subject.
North Dakota. 1945: Arthur B. Thompson, State
Superintendent of Public Instruction, wrote under date of
December 10, 1945:
Bible study for high school may be had
by taking the proscribed course of study de
veloped by a state committee, and this same
credit is validated on passing a state
examination* This has been authorized by
Department regulation.
Ohio. 1945:

O.B. Hill, Superintendent of Schools

in Upper Arlington, said in a letter of December 7, 1945:
"We believe that voluntary religious training is good.
If credit must be the incentive, then it is not good.**
Tennessee, 1946:

R.R. Vance, Director of High

Schools for Tennessee, wrote under date of March 8, 1946:
"Approximately 50 high schools in Tennessee do offer a
course in the Bible."
Texas, 1945:

E.B. Comstock, Assistant Superinten

dent of the Dallas Public Schools, wrote under date of
December 3, 1945:
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The Dallas Board of Education has made
it possible for students to study the Bible
in their church and Sunday Schools and receive
credit toxvard graduation in our high schools.
In fact, the Bible course is a very popular
course and last year nearly one thousand
students v/ere in the classes., You understand
that these classes do not meet in the school
rooms, but in the church. . The syllabus for
Bible study is prepared by a committee of
teachers and laymen appointed for this pur' pOSe* " ' "
...... .
.......

..

A number of colleges accept these credits
as college preparatory v/ork. We have two
courses, one in the Old Testament which gives
one-half credit, and one in the Hew Testa
ment which gives an additional credit.
West Virginia. 1934:

This state reported that the

syllabus was prepared by local school administrators in
compliance with the course of study supplied by the State
■ ■
.
Board of Education*
.

At its meeting December 30, 1919, the State Board of
Education put West Virginia among those offering highschool credit for Bible study done outside the school
6
room.
All the State Colleges, including the University,
will accept one unit of Bible study toward entrance re
quirements*
Following is a list of West Virginia high schools
which give credit for Bible study.

Twenty-eight of the

6." "Accredited Bible Study for high Schools." Bulletin ~
of Information. West Virginia, Juno 1, 1925.
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HEST YIRGUIIA HIGH SCHOOLS ALLO’TIHG CREDIT
FOR BIBLE STUDY 7

No. Students
UmoXled,
1926

',:v \

.High School

Location

War wo od-'sTheeling
lYanvood
Wheeling
Wheeling
Le\7isbupg
Lewisburg
Berkeley Springs
Bath Dlstzlet
Gap Mills
Sweet Springs Dist.
Beokley
Beokley
Charleston
Charleston
Wheeling
Oak Parte
Hillsboro
Little Levels Dist.
Edray Dlstrlet
. .... Marlinton
Falling Springs Dist, Reniok
Montgomery
Harrlsvllle
Harrlsvllle
Sand Fork
Glenville Dist.
Salem
Salem
Grant Distrist
Milton
Bridgeport
Bridgeport Union
Springfield Dist.
Greenville
Mt. Hope
lit. Hope
Huntington
Huntington .
Philippi
Philippi
Greenbank Dist,
Greenbank
Jane Lew
Jane Lew
Morgantown
Morgantown
laullens
Mullens
(Mk Hill
Oak Hill
Clay Co,
Clay
Trladelphia Dist.
Oak Park, Wheeling

68
35
10
24
21
12

50
40
29
10
13

950
none
none
none
none
53
145
none
none
seniors
none

ii

■. '

■ 19
9
20
25

15
: -a
12
15
23
29
12
14
15
.10

75
none
none
16
none
none
28
none
28
none
none
none
none
none
none

628

1,295

16

21

Total

•\
one

7.
aucatlon, January 1, 1926.

133 high eehoola are on this list.
are from the present study.

The figures for 1945

The data show a decided de

crease in the number of cities allowing such credit.
In an address before the Chicago Convention of the
Religious Education Association, Mr. E.L. Shaver made this
comment relative to the teaching of religion in public
8
schools:
In certain communities religion is being,
taught in public schools in direct fashion....
In a certain village community a local pastor
is appointed by the school faculty without pay.
He goes directly to the building and instructs
all pupils without any request being made by
the parents. A well-known series of week-day
religious education texts is used. The
technical separation of church and state is
met by calling the course ethics. ... Just
how far this practice is prevalent we have
little evidence.
Professor S.H. Brown, teacher of the fourth-year
English class at Sandusky, Ohio, and principal of the
school, asked the class what they would like to study in
addition to the required work.

They voted for something
9
religious if permission could be obtained.
The request
was granted by the Board of Education and was approved
also by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction,
with the provision that it be a study of the Scriptures
8. Grimshaw, Joan G. "Religionin Public Schools."
Religious Education: 23:458-462, (Kay, 1928).
9* Brown, 35.11. "Tho Life of Christ in the upper Sandusky
High School.” School Review: 31:704-706,
(November, 192371
""""""
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and not what someone said was Scriptures.

This course

was started in 1919 and vms still existing in the fall
of 1923,

•

'

■;■

■:

;

The data given in Table XV for Maine cities show a
decided trend away from allowing credit for Bible courses.

TABLE X T
REPORT 01? MAIHE CITIES OH QUESTION OF ALLOTENC
HIGH-SCHOOL CREDIT FOR BIBLE STOTflT

No. of Pupils
High School
Bar Harbor
Chebeague Island
KingfieM
:
Hebron
Hollis Centre
Mapleton
Pittsfield
Vassalboro

1#

'

125
30
15
5©

lh
10

250

11
no reply
no reply
none
none
none
none
no reply

Total
Several scattered localities

^200
744

11

lew Toapk Requirements for Credit
In a letter of !.5ay, 1928, I^r. G.M. Wiley, Assistant
Commissioner for Secondary Education, advised:
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Credit tov/ard a high school diploma may
be given on proper certification by the prin
cipal of a recognized high school for the
completion of courses approved after inspec
tion by a Department supervisor in subjects
other than those in which Regents examinations
are regularly offered or subjects for which
syllabus outlines are not prepared by the
State Education Department. A detailed out
line of such courses must be submitted to the
Department ahem application for the approval
of the courses is made# Credit toward a high
school diploma may also be granted for work
done by pupils of recognized secondary schools
outside of such schools under conditions ap
proved by the Commissioner of Education.
Practice in Fifty-three United States Cities
A questionnaire dealing with the granting of highschool credit for Bible study was sent to 53 leading
cities (Table IV, p. 38) in all parts of our country.
In 1934, 26 per cent of these cities reported they were
giving credit, while in 1945 only 19 per cent allowed
.
.
credit.
Bible Credit in Indiana High Schools
A questionnaire sent to 48 main towns of Indiana in
1934 brought 39 replies.

Of these, 20 reported they were

allowing credit, while 10 said they had discontinued this
practice.

Thirteen of the cities gave a total enrollment

of 501 in Bible classes.
In 1945, 35 replies were received from a similar
questionnaire.

Of these, 24 allowed credit while 11 did
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not.

In 11 cities a total enrollment of 1,940 pupils was

reported in Bible classes*

Twenty principals said they

felt the plan was worth while.
These courses are elective* the syllabus and exami
nations being furnished by the State Board of Education.
Practice Regarding Bible Credit in Those Cities
Which Allowed Time Off for Religious Study
.
in 1932
Of the 216 eities in this list, 133 responded to
a questionnaire in 1934*

Of this number only 29 (21 per

cent) were allowing high-school credit; and 20 gave a
total enrollment of 1,729 in Bible courses.
Of the 89 replies in 1945» 22 cities (25 per cent)
reported that they were allowing credit; and 16 gave a
total enrollment of 6,704.

Six reported that the classes

were held in the schools.

It would appear that there had

been a slight increase in the trend toward allowing credit,
and a noticeable upsweep of student interest in religious
courses in this group of cities.
Summary
The material in this chapter has shown that the grant
ing of high-school credit for Bible courses began in 1912
with North Dakota,

Slowly other states adopted the

practice, the number rising from 6 in 1917 to 19 in 1925,
and to 24 in 1934.

The present study found that in 1945

175673
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there were 27 states which allowed high-school credit.
Hot all states which adopted this policy have continued
it, however.

Colorado, Illinois, Kansas, and Maryland

were permitting credit in 1934, but had dropped it by 1945•
On the other hand, Alabama, Arizona, South Carolina,
Connecticut, IttSBlsslppl, and Nebraska were not among the
1934 list of states following this policy but did grant
credit in 1945.
The practice of allowing high-school credit for Bible
study is quite general in schools where the enrollment is
predominantly Mormon, but the practice appears to be de
creasing in northern Hew England and is little favored in
the Southern states.

For the country as a whole, there has

been some increase between the years 1934 and 1945.
During 1914-1915, Colorado reported 600 pupils en10
rolled in Bible courses.
In this study they report none.
Thirty-four Indiana towns offered Bible courses in 1917,

11
enrolling between 1,200 and 1,500;

while in this study

24 Indiana cities reported an enrollment of 1,940 pupils.
Of the 253 cities which answered a questionnaire in
1934, 123 allowed credit for Bible courses; those which
reported on this point, gave a total enrollment of 3,720.
10. jaokaon, J.L. and Ealmberg. C.k.
11. Ibid., p. 59.

op. bit..n. 57.
-----

Of the cities which replied to a similar questionnaire
in 1945, 62 reported 15,865 pupils receiving such credit.
Twelve out of the 14 cities reporting from Ohio
stated they were not allowing Bible credits.
Twenty-nine out of the thirty-five cities reporting
from the list on page 38 said they were not allowing
credit.
Much of the increase for 1945 is accounted for by
four cities:

Birmingham, Alabama, 4700; Dallas, Texas,

1000; Kewburg, Dew York, 2100; Dew Castle, Indiana, 1650—
a total of 9,450.
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CHAPTER 71
nr THE STATE

witersities

Definition of Religious Courses
The difficulty of defining clearly what are religious
courses is fully recognized.

It would seem that much de

pends upon the individual instructors.

This study in

cludes only the amount of religious courses being taught
in the state institutions of higher learning.
Evolution of Religious Courses at State Universities
The relation of religious teaching to the state uni
versities has passed through several stages of development
since the founding of the first American college.

As was

mentioned in the chapter on history, the early colleges
in America were established by the church, primarily for
religious purposes*

Consequently at the first they were

very religious, and religious courses were paramount in
every curriculum.

Education may be said to have been

the child of the church.

In fact, higher education then

m s carried on by the church almost entirely, for there
were no state universities.

,.

During the latter part of the nineteenth century
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the state university came into existence.

And as most

state constitutions forbade the use of public funds to
support the teaching of sectarianism, or of religion, no
such courses were offered.

The growth of universities

has been very rapid, both in enrollment and in equipment.
In only a few instances have religious and private col
leges been able to compete with them.
Religion in Dormitories and Fraternities
While state laws forbade the teaching of religion
or sectarianism in classrooms, they did not control the
private life of either teachers or students.

Hence it

was possible to bring religion to the universities by
taking it into the home and social life.
The first real efforts to do this were made by the

2
Y.M.G.A. • This organization proceeded by establishing
.

Bible study groups in fraternities and dormitories.

It

also conducted annual religious conferences in or near
many universities at which many students and professors
were in attendance.
Bblverslty Pastorates
Because of the feeling that there was a need for
1. Official bulletins of state universities.
—
2. Young, ’Villian L. "Interreligious University Work."
Religious Education: 26:43. (April, 1931).

more to be done in the teaching of religion, the churches
established university pastorates.

At first these were

denominational, but later many became inter-denominational.
In some universities there is an inter-denominational
pastor, while in others the pastors are in very close co
operation, often being housed in the same building.

At

the University of Montana there is one pastor who looks
after students from all churches.

Thus it is shown that

even the ehurch people are beginning to realize that the
university is not Protestant, Catholic, or Jewish; but
that it is a place where all creeds should be given an
3
equal chance.
Rise of Schools of Religion
The movement toward establishing schools of religion
on university campuses is not very old, but it seems to
- 4
be gaining favor both with students and authorities.
In
most oases schools report that their enrollment has been
increasing gradually but constantly.

Some of these

schools are not on the campus hut located adjacent to it.
All are operated entirely separately from the University,
so far as finances are concerned, but are affiliated scho
lastically as is the school at the University of
3. kelley, k.l. "Schools of Religion at State Vniversities.” Religious Education: 22:603-606.
4. Ibid.

Illinois.'

Others are located on the campus and are

fully under control of university authorities, hut are
supported by special endowments or donations.

The School

of Religion at the University of lorn is of this type.
At present there are very fen state universities
which do not offer some religious courses, either under
the name of religion or in some other department such as
English, philosophy, psychology, or the classical lan
guages.

In addition, many universities give courses that

are based on religion and the Bible but are hidden under
some other title.
There is a wide variety of titles given to the de
partments responsible for such courses.

Alabama, Arkansas,

Maine, Oregon, and Vermont maintain Departments of Reli
gions South Dakota and North Carolina use the title De
partment of Bible; Florida names theirs a Department of
Religious Education; lov/a has a School of Religion; t/hile
Louisiana has voted to establish a Department of Religion.
This study discloses that the Universities of North
Dakota, Kansas, Montana, Missouri, Oklahoma, Tennessee,
and Wyoming do not maintain their ovm departments but
have scholastic affiliations with nearby schools of
"The Cooperative S c h o o l of Religion
in^Practice." Religious Education: 22:544, (April,

5. Thomas, D.k.

M6

religion*

15aine lists a Department of Religion and also

M s scholastic affiliation with a.theological seminary.
Of the state universities, 36 reported that they
accept credit toward graduation for religious or Bible
courses; the amount allowed ranges from 5 to 32 hours*
Five stated they do not allow credit in such courses for
graduation, and the remainder failed to answer this ques
tion*
Twelve indicated that they believed interest in
Bible study was increasing at their institutions, while 15
felt it was either stationary or decreasing.

The others

did not know .or did not indicate their opinions.
There are 22 states which do not offer any direct
courses in religion or Bible, whereas 21 states offer one
or more courses.

There are five states which do not

maintain universities.

Michigan stresses religious

courses to the extent of offering a degree in Religion and
Ethics*
Table XVI lists the universities with course titles,

semester hours, and reported enrollments for regular reli
gious or Bible courses for the years 1934 and 1945 as
found in this study.

TABLE XVT
BIBLE COURSES OFFERED AT STATE UNIVERSITIES IN 1934 AND 1945

^ 3 e m . Hrs.

University
Alabama,
University
1944-45

Department
Philosophy and
Religion

Enrollment

Course Title
English Bible
Hist* of Bible
Admin, of Rel.Edue,
Theory ef Rel*8duo.
Source of Rol.
Experlemee
Faith & Reason
English Old Test.
English New Tent.
Life & Teaehlng of

2

,
2/3
1 1/3
1 1/3

1 1/3
1 1/3
2/3
2/3

Jesus
Rol. of Mankind
1
Christian Ethics
1
Tesehlngs of Paul
Bible & Archaeology
1
Letters, Janos &
Phllipplans
Contemporary Rol.Thot
Major Prophets
Minor Prophets
Ethics of Fathers
Hist. Survey of He
brew & Jewish
Culture

33

1 1/3
19
1 1/3

2/3

48

l/3
1/3
2/3
1/3

40

ii
4

not stated

7

ii!
1 1/3

4

TABLE XVT (Cent.)
Unirereity

Department

Alabama,
( C o a t* )
Bible ■

California,
Berkeley
1941-42

Seattle Lang#

; •,

Oriental Lang.

Colorado,
Boulder
1945-46

Bible

Philosophy

Enrollment

Sea* Hra
I

Elem* Hebrew
Advanced Hebrew
Hew Test. Greek

Arkansas,
Fayetteville
1944-45

Carolina, 3o.
Columbia
1945-46

Course Title

liil
2

Old Test. Prophets
Life of-Christ
*
Life & Letters
of Paul
Lit. of Bible, I,
II, & III
]
Eel. of Egypt and
Babylon •
Adv. Bible Hebrew
Elem. Hebrew
Influence of Buddiom
on Far Eastern
Civilisation

3
3

4

Old Testament

6

New Testament
Teachings of Bible
SmuSehool Admin.
Lit. Form of Bible

6
3

Life & Teaching of
Jesus
Nature of God & Kan

1

©lasses
55
15

TABLE XVI (Cent.)
llraent
University

Department

Colorado,
(Cent,J
Conneotiout,
Storrs
1945-46

Dakota, South
Vermillion
1945-46

Course Title

m 3

Hist, of Religion
Moaning & Contribution
of Christianity
Religious Bdue#

Bible

Greek

*9

Introd. to Eng.Bible
Foundations of
Christianity
Mossago of Old Test.
Prophoto
Life & Teachings of
Joans
Jewish History
Contemporary Jewish
Scene
Hebrew
Christ & Christians
Life's Problem's
Life of Christ
New Test. Hist.
Early Christianity
Early Old Test,
Late Now Tost.
Hebrew Rol. Thot
Greek Religion
Groek Mythology

2
99

**
**
e*

2
2
2

92
2
2

TABLE X¥T (Oont.)
University
Florid#* +
Gainesville
1945-46

Department
Bible

Course Title
Prophots of Israel
Early Christianity
World1® Great Eel.
Mew Test. Writing
Life of Jesus

Sem. Hra.
19)4
1945

3
3

the Bible
Biblical Qeog.& Hist.
Old Testament
Georgia, +
Athene
1941-42

Iowa,
Iowa City

1945-46

PhUeaophy

Roligion

Moral Rel. of Now Test
Christian Religion
Christian<Ethics
Moral Phil. & New
Testament
Rel. of O M Test.
3
Life & Toothings
of Jesus
2
Elem. Hobrew Lang.
2
Adv. Hebrew Lang.
Readings in Rel.
Jewish Hit.& Hist.
Christian Origins
Protestant Faith
Life's Motives
Problems of Rel.That
Protestant Thought
Gath,Churoh & Origin
Oath. Oh.
Society
Cath.OhJk Civilization

Enrollment
I W " .19Kf

3
3
4
3
3

l
3
3 1/3
3 1/3

10

3 1/3

6
13
4
4

4

4

2
2

2
4
2

23

TABLE XVT (Omit
ttelwrslty
Iowa (Oonte)

De$wtmnt
Religion

Co u p s ® Title
Little-Know Bel.
■.Croupe in Aaeriea
Interfaith
Introd. to Religion
Now Test #Hist .ScLit.

4

110

2
6
3

Living^Religlons of
3

6

21

Approach to Student

Louisiana,
Baton Song®

Seminar in 014 Test,
Research in Rel.

Philosophy

Great Religions of
the World

Religious
Education

1945-46

ISaino,
Orano
1945-46

Religion

Introd. to Rel.
Apologetics
Cath’. Doctrine
Teachings•of Jesus
Origin and Growth
of Bible'
Hist.of Christianity
Religions Compared
Religion and
Modern Life

14
1
4

MM

Graduate

2 2/3

10

12
1
1

13

2

40

University

Department

Mlahigan,
Ann Arbor
1 9 4 5 -4 6

Oriental Lit,

:

Minnesota,
Minneapolis
1945-46

Philosophy

M o n ta n a ,
Missoula
1945-46

Religion

Nebraska,
Lincoln
1945-46

Philosophy

Ohio,
O o lu a b u o
1944-45

TABLE XVI (Cont.)
■ 1B m ^ Hrs,
Course Title
19)4
1945
Biblical Aramaic
Knowing the Bible
History of Israel
Hist, of Religion
The Bible
Israelitlsh Prophecy
Biblo Archaeology.
Biblical Hebrew

2-:
6
4
4
2
2
2
3

Soionco & Religion

5
11/3
-

Philosophy

Basic Values in
Religion
Lit. Art in Matthew,
Mark,Luke & John
..' Intensive Study o f
Job and O th e r
Prophets
Old Test. Ideals
Mow Test. Ideals
Hebrew Ideals of
O ld T e s ta m e n t
Origin of Chris
tian Thought
Probe of Religion

3 1/3

2
2
4
4

2
'2

2 1/2
1 1/2
3

26
26

TABLE XVI (Ooat.)
University
Obi® (Cent.)

Department
Philosophy
.

Oregon,
Eugene
1945-46

Religion

Course Title
Introd.
Introd.
Introd,
World's

to B i b l e
to New Teat.
to Old T e s t*
Great Reis.

Religion

Religion 131
Religion 302
Religion 313

Vermont,
Burlington
1945-46

Religion

Hist, of Religion
Typical R e l . L e a d e r s
& linkers
.
Biblical Lit.

Enrollment
1934
1945

1]
3
31
31

Origins of Religion
2
Living Rel, of Orient 2
Croat Religions of
Palestine & Arabia
2
Bible & Civilisation
.: Religims of Class
ical Antiquity
Judaism & Christianity
Religious Foundations
of Western
Civilization

Tennessee.
Knoxville
1945-46

Total

8 m , Hra.
T$W
ImF

2
6
2
2
6
25
15
30

3
3
137

W

1/3

-257

'55T

♦Only 1 course offered per year; * % o u r o to b e arranged; ***Qtr&n 2nd s e m e s t e r
♦No courses g i v e n 1945-46

Table XVII gives the number of universities offering
introductory courses in religion during the years 1934 aad
1945, v/ith the total number of hours offered in each.

TABLE XVII
INTRODUCTORY RELIGIOUS COURSES OFFERED AT STATE
,
UNIVERSITIES DURING 1934 AND 1945

No. of Univer
sities Offering
These Courses

Total No,
^ o f Eours^

Course Title
Philosophy of Religion

18

23

36 1/3

56 1/3

Psychology of Religion

8

5

18 1/3

8 2/3

Bible as Literature

19

18

66

69

Hew Testament Greek

7
' ....

9

28

36

Total

148 2/3 170

In addition to the above there wore a few univer
sities offering courses in Primitive Religions, Comparative
Religions, and Sociology of Religious Life.
In answering the questionnaire as to the number of
religious courses being offered, the following universities
listed their courses in Literature of the English Bible,
Psychology of Religion, Philosophy of Religion, and
History of Religion.

Thus it would appear that they
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consider these courses as belonging to the field of reli
gion:
California
Connecticut
Colorado
Indiana

Kentucky

Ohio
Utah
Washington
West Virginia

Hew Hampshire
It was noticed further that in the University of
Alabama*s official catalog New Testament Greek, Hebrew,
and The English Bible as Literature are listed under the
Department of Religion.

In Florida’s catalog. Hew Testa

ment Greek and The English Bible are listed under the
Department of Religious Education*

It would appear that

they, too, consider such subjects as religious.
Representative Plans for Religious Courses
in Connection with Universities
The School of Religion at the University of Iowa:
The idea of establishing a school of religion at some state
university was conceived a number of years ago by a group
of church leaders.

Their ideal was a place whore Catholic,

Protestant, and lew could study or teach in unity.

They

were aided by the American Association of Religion, and
attention was called to the University of Iowa as an insti
tution given to pioneering.
A committee from the Association net with Iowa
faculty members and worked out plans which were submitted

116

t© the State Board of Education and v/ero approved.

At

the invitation of President Jessup representatives of
Protestant, Catholic, and Jewish groups met at Iowa City
on May 12/ 192$, and elected a Board of Trustees consist
ing of nine representatives from the churches and six
from the University.

On May 18 this Board elected Dr. M.

Willard Lamp© as Administrative Director of the school.
This School of Religion began to function during the
summer of 1927 with three professors, one from each of the
religious groups.

At first the School was part of the

College of Liberal Arts, and religious courses were elec
tive in the freshman year.

Teachers’ salaries are paid

by various church boards and by special donations.

The

different religious groups are represented both in the
faculty and in an advisory capacity.
In addition to offering many worthwhile courses to
all students, this School offers fin® opportunities to
those preparing to become missionaries, medical mission
aries, preachers, Y.M.C.A., Y.V7.C.A., or social workers.
At the University of Illinois, religious education
is carried on under a different plan.

The curriculum

here is supplemented by a program carried on through
6. Hawley, Charles A. '"2ke School of Religion at the
State University of Iowa.” Religious Education;
24$38-50, (December, 1929).
------------- -

~"
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various religious groups*

A number of churches have been

built within three blocks of the University campus, among
which are the Baptist, Catholic, Episcopalian* Methodist,
Congregational* Disciples, Presbyterian, and Unitarian.
Also nearby are other agencies such as the Catholic and
Jewish Foundations, Lutheran Student Association, Y.M.C.A.,
and Y.W.C.A.
A religious workers* association is maintained, and
a fine spirit of fellowship exists among preachers, teach
ers, and students of all denominations.

The attitude of

the University faculty is possibly the greatest boost for
religion; practically all the faculty are church members.
A number of University courses offer a good founda
tion for specialization along religious lines.
these are:

Among

Hew Testament Creek, Charities, Social Rural

Problems, The Social Survey, Labor Problems, Literary
Study of the Bible, History Courses on Asia, The Ancient
World, and Hebrew History.

The University Library contains

numerous volumes on religion, and also has a famous collec
tion of Bibles.

The Museum offers many exhibits from

Biblical lands.
In 1919 an agreement was reached whereby the
7. Gotideii, William A. "^he Program of Religious Work
at the University of Illinois." Religious Education
22:10-19, (February, 1927).
:
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University would allow credit for certain courses offered
in the various foundations.

Students above freshman

standing could receive graduation credit up to ten units
for any of these courses.

The foundations were subject

to University inspection and University standards for
teachers and classroom equipment.

At present, foundations

are maintained by Methodists, Jews, Catholics, and Dis
ciples; these offer each year courses totaling thirty-five
units of credit.
The University of Missouri offers another type of
organization for religious instruction.

The Bible College

of Missouri was first organized by the Disciples in I896,
but Is now known as the Cooperative School of Religion
and is affiliated with the University of Missouri.
Under this cooperative plan, any recognized denomi
nation at any time may place in the Bible College and
support a full-time instructor who is acceptable to the
College and the University.

Such an additional teacher

must offer courses in a department not fully staffed.
Following one year of such satisfactory arrangement, the
denomination is entitled to one member on,the Board of

:

.s :

‘

7

Trustees*
8. Bible College of Missouri.
Vol. 22, (May, 1934).

>;

Current Attitudes and Practices
On® writer expresses the present attitude tovrard re
ligious courses above high-school level in this Banner:
A speaker nay now venture to outline and
even defend a plan for schools of religion in
tax-supported colleges and universities without
serious danger of being burned at the stake.9
The change in public opinion is illustrated also by
events at the University of Michigan.

In 1931 President

Huthven reported to the Board of Regents that, while univarsities had not yet found a good method of encouraging
religious education, he believed it was an experiment

10
worth trying*

Evidently they ventured, for the official

University catalog for 1945-46 offers a degree program
In Religion and I t b i M e
Recent reports from other universities are indica
tive of current opinions and practices.
California, 1945:

Writing under date of November 26,

1945, T.B. Steel, Registrar, stated:
Students interested in the study of reli
gion, either from the standpoint of liberal
education or for a preparation for the mastery
of some other phase of religious education,
may select a major in one of the department s
germane zo une purpose or the student, or
they may propose an individual group major.
9* kelley, R.l. o p . olt.
10. Letter from Ira M. Smith, Registrar.

•

Courses appropriate for such a purpose may
be found in a number of departments such as
Anthropology, English, History, Oriental
Languages, Philosophy, Psychology, Somatic
Languages, Social Institutions, Social
Welfare.
Louisiana. 1945:

F.G. Frey, Dean, advised under date

of December 10, 1945, that the "Board of Supervisors of
Louisiana State University has authorised a department of
religion.

The department has not yet been set up."

Rhode Island. 1945:

The Viee-tProsident of the State

College has written!
We encourage religious activity among
our students and cooperate In every way pos
sible. There are throe religious advisers of
loeal churches who serve our student religious
groups— Protestant, Catholic, and Jewish.
We provide office space and conference rooms
in our Student Union and meeting places for
the religious groups, including formal services
on Sunday..
Some aspects of local conditions indicate
that we can accomplish more by offering these
aids rather than by offering formal courses
Washington. 1945:

The Registrar of this University

stated that Old Testament and New Testament, with an en
rollment of 50 and 17 respectively, are being offered
through their Extension Department.
Summary
Theoretically, universities are not supposed to
offer courses in religion; but gradually religious and
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semi-religious courses are being offered and allowed by
state universities.
The schools of religion at state universities with
credit relations began with Missouri in 1906.

From that

date onward there appears to have been an increase in
religious instruction in and around university campuses.
This study shows that in 1945, 21 state universities
listed 132 courses with a value of 207 l/3 semester hours.
In considering the data it was noticed that those
institutions which had affiliations with schools of reli
gion rarely ever offered courses such as Philosophy of
Religion, Psychology of Religion, English Bible as Lit
erature, New Testament Greek, or Hebrew.

Such courses

were given in the religious institutions.

Few of the

universities appear to offer more then one or two courses
in religion at any one time, regardless of the number of
courses.listed in their catalogs.

And several reported

they were not offering any courses during 1945-46.
In 1934 there were 267 students enrolled in regular
religious courses, while in 1945 there were 665.

Some

universities did not give their enrollment figures.
Universities may be classified as follows in regard
to religious courses:
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■
“•jssktss s.'saasssss.........
Ho* having a department of Bible or religious
e
d
u
c
a
t
i
o
n
*
#
*

*

*

3

Mo* having a department of religion*.**....**♦...*••*

5

Ho* having a school of religion*♦****•*•♦•****.*•*••*

1

Ho* offering no regular religious courses**........ * 22
Ho* offering religious courses*•***••**•••*•••••*•••• 21

m * reporting accepting Bible or religion
credits toward graduation************************* 36
Ho. reporting not allowing Bible or religion
credits toward g r a d u a t i o

n

*

5

Considering the amount of work being offered and the
trend of statements regarding those courses, it is evi
dent that in practically all universities a student can
find some religious or seal-religious courses.
In 1932 Eduard V/. Blakcman made this prediction:
"Eventually, religion— in spite of legislative precautions,
it would seem— is destined to become a conspicuous part of

11
every university."
of Education
expressed the opinion that:
Today tho public
discarding his former rel
with satisfaction that there

11* Makeman» C T 7
tlon at

27:552, (

1932)*
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crystallizing among the major faiths a number
of common agreements which the public school
may recognize* Ee is impressed with the fact
that the Pattern for Peace, issued in 1943,
was endorsed by ik k eminent church leaders
representing the three great religions, Pro
testantism, Catholicism, and Judaism.
He sees also a similar spiritual outlook
in the social and economic pronouncements pub
lished by authoritative spokesmen for these
three faiths. Even more important is the
adventure in inter-credal cooperation so aus
piciously undertaken and so tactfully carried
on by the national Conference of Christians
and Jews. The conviction grows and transcends
the boundaries of creed that if we are to have
better citizens for a better world, wo shall
require the energies of the major faiths co
operating on the basis of common loyalty to
God and working with the realization that no
one group laboring singly can achieve order at
home and a just and enduring peace in the
family of all nations.lz

12. HartfordBoard of Education,
Ideals into Action, p. 4.

harrying American

CHAPTER VII

SUMMARY
Slaco there is a smazaary at the close of each chapter,
the need of a general summary is greatly lessened, and ac
cordingly it will be brief.
As shown by history, education began primarily as a
means of fostering religion or religious ideas, and was
carried on by religious elements for centuries.

L a te r

many states established educational systems of their own.
In most of them religion has played an important part un
til very recent times.
The process of education in the United States traveled
very muoh the same road as outlined above.

The United

States and France seem to have been the major countries
taking the lead in secularizing their public schools.

Our

country instituted a definite novo to this end during the
nineteenth oentury, and the movement was practically com
pleted by the close of that century.
There were certain elements in the United States
composed primarily of the religious bodies, together with
certain educators, who became alarmed at the separation of
religion from the schools.

Early in the twentieth century

public school pupils.
appeared about 1910.

The results of their efforts first
The majority of their endeavors

found expression along several lines, the first of-which
was to have the Bible read in all public schools.

They

tried to attain this end through various means; namely,
by obtaining the enactment of laws requiring the Bible
to be read in all public schools, by obtaining the enact
ment of laws permitting it to be read, by securing per
mission of various state and local school authorities for
it to be read where the laws either permit or are silent
upon the subject*
By comparing the data of this study with previous
investigations, it is seen that considerable progress was
made from 1916 until 1934, but that from 1934 to 1945
practically no progress was made.
The.second line of endeavor to further the cause of
religious education in the public schools dealt with in
this study pertains to releasing pupils from regular
school work to receive religious instruction, either in

the public schools or elsewhere.
According to the data presented in Chapter IV, this
movement began in earnest about 1919.

It had a steady

growth until about 1938, from which date the agitation for
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Increased activity along these lines has increased quite
noticeably.
From 1940 to 1945, eight states enacted laws legal
izing the release of pupils from school time to receive
religious instruction.

From 1939 to 1945, the attorneys-

general in five other states ruled favorably on this
practice.

The data further show that there has been an

increase in the percentage of pupils being released.
The allowing of high school credit toward graduation
for Bible study and religious education began in North
Dakota in 1912.

In 1917, sixteen states were allowing

such credit, twenty-eight in 1925, twenty-five in 1927,
twenty-four in 1934, and twenty-seven in 1945.

Four

states that were allowing credit in 1934 reported in 1945
that they were not allowing it.
Thus the data show a decided increase in this prac
tice from 1917 to 1925, and from 1925 to 1945 a loss of
one state•

The figures show an increase in the number:

receiving such credit, but the percentage of pupils who
receive this credit is very small.
The evidence of this study indicates there has been
a continuous growth in religious activities in and around
state universities since 1910.

More universities have

made both Internal and external provisions for their
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students to study religion and to receive credit for it
toward graduation*

And more students are enrolling in

these religious courses.

The data show that there is an increase in the
amount of religion being taught in the public schools and
to public school pupils of the United States from the
elementary grades through the college and university.
In a number of cases states, districts, cities, and
individual schools have tried one or-more of the several
means of bringing religion to the public schools, but
have abandoned them.
of these plans are:

Among the reasons for dlsoontimmaee
lack of funds, local prejudice, too

little interest, unfavorable judicial decisions, failure
to further the cause of religious education, or improper
coordination with the school program as a whole.
Many school officials and administrators expressed
the feeling that,the plans they had tried had not proven
successful nor worth while.

Thus it would appear that

_ n p entirely satisfactory method for bringing religion to
children and young people through the public schools has
been found as yet.
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