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BERNARDO TERÁN

MAY 06, 2015

HONORS COLLEGE THESIS APPLICATION

THE PHENOMENOLOGY OF PLACE : A Boat Making and Educational Facility in the Port of Los Angeles

 This Architecture thesis proposal explores issues related to place-making and connection of local 
phenomenological aspects to the human. The program of the project was developed in order to reflect this, with 
it being composed of four different blocks : housing, education and research, public use, and boat making. 
The specific phenomena of light, wind and water are the organizing principles that drive the project, aiming to 
better connect the desolate site and users to these unique qualities. The site of this proposal is in the Port of Los 
Angeles, a contrasting place that is known for it’s transient nature and man-made environment.

 Reacting to today’s thinking and implementation of architecture with no place, it has become the main 
ambition to design an architecture that will be connected to its place, keeping the human and it’s interaction 
with place and senses as the focus. This will be explored through the testable investigations of light, material, 
and time in connection with the human. These issues, ideas, and interests will develop in to an architecture that 
will respond and benefit both built and natural environments along with the surrounding local communities and 
the diverse range of facility users.
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