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mTRODUCTION
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Extension work was started for the first time in Gila

County on an organized basis on August 16, 1935. The present

Agent was transferred from Cochise County.

An Agricultural Survey was the first v�rk done in Gila

County. As a result of this survey it was found that the

basic agriculture in this county will have to be SODe form of

livestock. Beef Cattle production is the major industry. There

is some room for poultry expansion as the Rural Settlements

of the county are now shipping in eggs.

The northern part of the county is well adopted to fruit

production and considerable expansion of this industry is planned.

The Gila County Cattle Growers Association sponsored the

Far.m Bureau Activities in Gila County and the Agent is giving

this organization all the support possible.
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A County Agent was placed in Gila County for the first

time on August 15, 1935. The first work that was done by the

.Agent was to make an Agricultural Survey of the County to

determine the lines of work to be followed. There are several

areas in the county where farming is being carried on and the

balance of the county is being utilized by cattle.

The cattle growing industry is the most important

Agricul tural Development in the county and the Agent has made

plans to do considerable work with the cattle men.

Tonto Basin, Gisela and Pine are the three largest irrigated

districts of the county • Poultry, vegetables t and fruit'

productions seem to be the best crops for these areas. The

far.ms in these areas are all rather small.

Pleasant Valley and an area near Payson are dry farm

communities and will require a different system of Agriculture.

The farms in thi s area ar e large and grow gra in sorghums t hay,

etc. Some fruit is produced under dry rarm conditions. Nearly

all of these far.mers have cattle permits on the forest.

A plan of work for the different sections of the county

was worked out and the Agent started establishing projects in each

community. This survey was completed in the first two months the

.AGent was in the county.



HORTIC1JLTURE
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AJ3 a result of the .Agricultural Survey that was put

on during the month of AUGust, a plan of work for a Horticultural

Program was developed for Gila County. A large amount of

pruning and cultural work should be done next spring.

The Agent found fire blight present in tv� orchards near

Tonto Basin. A demonstration ��s given on the proper method

of controlling this disease. Visits were made to all of the

commercial orchards in the county and various problems were

discussed and plans made for the coming year.

The area around Pine is very heavily infected with Codling

L�oth, and �looly Aphis, so the Agent met Vii th the leaders of this

community to discuss the proper methods of control and to prepare

plans for a control program next year.
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A Gila COUllty Fair was held at Young during the :Month

of October. The Pleasant Valley Woman's Club sponsored

this fair. This was the third year the fair had been held

but it was the first year a County Agent was available to

handle the show. In the Domestic Science Department, the

exhibits consisted of Canning, Cooking, and 3evnng. Fruits,

Vegetables, and Field Crops were the only departments open

in Agriculture.

The Age�t got out the premium lists, arranged for the

judges from the University of Arizona, and had charge of the

a

fair. The judges were 1liss Franc/s Bro�� and F'I'ofessor

M. F. W'n.arton. The fair was held in the school house at young.

No premium money was available so first and second ribbons only

were given as prizes. The fair was well attended and a rather

good showing of products were displayed. Plans are being made

to hold a fair again next year.



POULTRY IViANAG:El�rENT

GILA

1935

The poultry industry in Gila Clunty is almost neglible.

The rural cammunities of Pine, Payson, and Young are shipping

in eggs. Same expansion of egg production is planned for

next year.

1�. C. F. Rowe, the Extension Service Poultry Specialist,

and the Agent made a three day tour of the county and held a

series of meetings on poultry problems in each of the Agricultural

Communities. Regular meetings will be held in these communities

on various poultry problems. There is an opportunity to increase

the turkey production in this county and the Agent met with

several interested far.mers to discuss plans to increase their flocks.

The Agent spent two days in October at a Turkey Grading

School in Phoenix. This school was given by the Extension

Service to teach people how to grade turkeys. The Agent has

already had several opportunities to use the information received

at this school.

A large number of far.m visits were made to assist farmers

with their poultry problems. Several bad infestations of Blue

Bugs were found and one case of Botulism or Food Poisoning was

taken care of by the Agent.
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The most �portant work that was accomplished on this

subject was the completion of the T.B. Testing that was

started in the spring. The Agent secured a list of all

cattle that had been tested and checked this list against

the Tax Rolls of the county. It vms found that 38 outfits

had not been tested. Dr. T. W. Crump, the B.A.I. Inspector

in Charge for Arizona, met \rith the Agent and plans were

made to test these cattle and get the county accredited.

Dr. !'.IcFadden was sent to Gila County to finish the work.

'llhe work was completed on November 25, 1935 and Gila County

will be accredited as soon as the necessary papers can be

sent to Washington.

The P�ent spent two days at the Spurlock Brothers Ranch,

which is located near Youhg, looking over their Registered

Hereford Herd. The Agent spent one day at the Bixby Ranch

helping select cattle for the Tucson Livestock Show and

workine out a feeding rations for these cattle. Several

days were spent during the four months that the Agent

has been in Gila County, visiting cattle ranches and looking

over the breeding stock of the various ranches ,
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The Cattle Growers of Gila County have a very active

Association. The A$sociation is doing a lot of good for the

cattle men of the county. The Association is responsible

for Extension Work being installed in Gila County. A group

of these cattle men organized the Farm Bureau and made all

of the necessary arrangements to get the work started.

The Agent has been assisting the Association as much as

possible and the headquaeters for the Association is the

County Agent's Office. The Agent is handling a great deal of

the routine work of the Aasociation.

A Calf and Cash donation plan was worked out by the Gila

County Cattle Growers Association to raise money for the

American National Livestock Association. The plan was for all

the members possible that had 200 or more cattle, to give a

calf, and those with less than this number of cattle, to give

five cent s per head, with a $2.00 Minimum. Twenty-One Calves

were gathered at the Bixby Ranch and auctioned off. Mr. C. U.

Pickrell, the Livestock specialist for the Extension Service,

acted as Auctioneer. The calves were sold for �23.03 per head.

A Weight Guessing Contest was held by the Extension Service

in connection with the Calf Sale. The contest was held at the
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Bixby Ranch near Globe. 1�. Bixby furnished the cattle, corrals,

and scales. �'1r. C. U. Pickrell and the Agent handled the contest.

The Cattle Growers Association furnished cash prizes for the

winners in the various classes. Mr. Homer Brookreson, of l1illcox,

won the Grand Prize and had an average of 96.7% correct weights.

About 100 cattle men were present at this meeting.

Nearly $800 was raised by the �sociation to be turned over

to the National Association during the Phoenix Meeting, which

will be held on January 7, 1936.

A Cattle For Sale Listing Bulletin was worked up by the

Agent and Association, for the fall sales. About 200 copies

of this listing was sent to cattle buyers in all parts of the

west.

The Executive Committee of the Gila County Cattle Growers

Association has met several tnnes in the office of the Agent

and formulated plans for the future.

J..fJ the Cattle Indus try is the most important branch of

Agriculture in Gila County, the Agent plans on spending a large

portion of each month working on this project.
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The Rural Rehabilitation set up was changed this fall

and the Extension Service v�s made responsible for the program.

The Agent has been assisting Mr. E. L. Bankhead, the Gila County

Supervisor, with this program. One tour of the county was made

with 111'. Bankhead and a large number- of clients have been

interviewed. A county committee consisting of Mr. T. J. Long,

Chairman, Globe; Wirt Anderson, Globe; and lvII's. A. Colcord,

Tonto Basin; were appoLnt ed , The Agent met with Mr. Bankhead

and this committee to pass on all applications received. Four

applications have been approved and sent to state Headquarters.

Several applications were rejec,ted and others were referred to

the Rural Resettlement Division.

This program should be of benefit to a number of farmers

in Gila County if the program is properly supervised and directed.

There are several needy, deserving cases applying for aid.
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ORG.ANIZ..l�TION
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Organized Extension Work was started in Gila County on

August 15, 1935. A group of cattle men organized a county

farm bureau and made arrangements to secure the services of

a County Agricultural Agent. The officers are as follov�:

S. L. Bixby, PreSident; lfirt Anderson, Vice President; and

Louie P. Horrell, Secretary-Treasurer.

The County Agricultural Agent started v�rk in Gila County

on August 16, 1935. .All office was secured in the Court House

and furniture and equipment was ordered. The Agent met with

the Executive Committee of the Farm Bureau and planned a

schedule of work.

� Agricultural Survey of the county was made at once,

and a program of work was started from the information secured

from the survey.



1/

1VITSCEL!.JJ,,"EOUS

GILA

1935

The Agent met with the Garden Department of the Woman's

Club of Globe on November 25, 1935. The subject discussed

was Soil Preparation and Use of Fertilizers. The Agent

has been invited to give a series of talks to this group.

As there is no Veterinarian in Gila County, the Aeent

has been called on to do some Veterinary Work. Advise was

given 1Ir. Parker, of Globe, on how to control "Proud ff Flesh

in a wound on a cow. The Agent assisted a Bureau of Animal

Industry Veterinary to remove a Cancer Eye from a Pure Bred

Hereford Cow that belonged to S. L. Bixby, and to remove a

piece of jaw bone from an injured dog.

The Agent assisted 1�. Clark, of Young, to dress a

wire cut on the leg of one of his saddle horses. It was

necessary to take four stitches to close the wound.

A large number of miscellaneous office calls and farm

visits were handled by the Agent.



TENTATIVE AGRICULTURAL EX'1:'Er�SIOn PROGRAM

GILA COUNTY

December 1, 1935 to November 30, 1936

Projects �.:ethod of Procedure Goals

Catt le Growers
Association

Project No. 1

Beef Cattle
Improvement
Project No. 2

Poultry Management
Project No. 3

Fairs

Project No. 4

Horticulture

Project No. 5

Home Canning
Project No. 6

Publicity, Farm Visits,
Demonstrations

Demonstrations, Far.m

Visits, Co-operators

Demonstrations, Adult
Clubs, Farm Visits

Hold Fairs, Farm Visits

Publicity

Farm Visits

Pruning Demonstrations

Demonstrations
Farm Visits

A successful
Association

Improve Beef Cattle
in County

Supply local demand,
Increase income.

Increase quality of
Products. Hold 2 Fairs

Improve quality and

quantity of fruit

Cut cost of living -

Better balanced diet.
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Sill.'ID.!ARY OF ACTIVITIii3 AND ACCCtJ?USH.ENTS

GILA C01J1iJTY

August 16, 1935 - November 30, 1935

Completed an Agricultural Survey of the County.

Visited 141 farms to carryon Extension Program.

Disposed of 337 Office Calls.

Held 13 method demonstrations on various subjects.

Held 27 other meetings of Extension nature vdth an

attendance of 479.

Held a County Fair at Young.

Held a series of poultry meetings in county to start

poultry interest.

Assisted Gila County Cattle Growers �sociation with

activities.

Completed the TUberculosis Testing of cattle in Gila

County.

Treated five farm an�als for various ailments.

Gave talk to Globe Woman's Club.


