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PROJECT REPORT

Organization

Project No.1

1936

At the annual election of officers for the County Farm Bureau

the following men were chosen for office: President, R. R. Harbour;

Vice-President, Frank Davis; Secretary, Chas. Manus and Director,

Conrad Leake.

The state Farm Bureau meeting of directors is scheduled to be

held in Willcox September 18th and 19th. A. county meeting of the

Cochise County Farm Bureau membership shall also be held September

19th in Wi Ll.cox,

A project was inaugurated by the Rural Sociologist, A. B.

Ballantyne, to complete surveys of farming groups in Double Adobe,

Whitewater and San Simon districts. The field work in connection

with these surveys has been completed. 1�. Ballantyne and the

County Agent cooperated in the compiling of data under the direction

of Mr. Ballantyne. The plan of the surveys were through questionaires
•

to develop a farm life program and cooperative e.tension program to

be submitted to these districts for future execution. Mr. Ballantyne

is at present completing the narrative reports for these three

surveys 0

The County Agent attended the Annual Conference in TUcson

January 6th to 11th.
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Erosion control meetings were held in the St. David,

Pomerene, Double Adobe and Whitewater districts. Soil Erosion

Control Associations were organized in St. David and Pomerene

and plans are being completed for cooperation with the Soil

Erosion Service in those cownunities. The farmers and ranchers

of the Whitewater water shed have been assisted in contacting

the Soil Erosion Service in attempts to obtain an erosion con­

trol project for that district. To date the attempts have been

unsuccessful because of the fact that the Erosion Control Service

is now limited in it's operation in this section to the Gila

water shed. Mr. J. L. Eicks, McNeal, Arizona has been most

active in the promotion of this project.



PROJECT REPORT

Jgricultural Economic Survey

Project No.2

1936

County Planning

Early in the year the Agent asked l�ading cowmen and farmers

to form committees to prepare county planning reports. Mr. R. R.

Harbour, County Farm Bureau President, was asked to take responsi­

bility for organizing the farm crnmnittee. With him R. R. Nelson,

Ben White, Harl Nichols prepared a county report after several meet­

ings together and with farm groups of the county. Harry Saxon

agreed to form the range committee, which conslsted,besides himself

as chairman, of Homer Brookreson, C. L. 1icKinney and Ralph Cowan.

The range report was completed following a conference with leading

ranch men who were in meeting at Tucson in connection with the

Tucson Livestock Show. The two reports are included herewith in

this narrative.



C()tTh� PLANNING

FA..'RM PRDr�TCTI()N Cm'l!,.�'I·I'.EE RECOM J!!r:DATIOHS

Fl'om C�chise County

February 1936

,10 suggest that:

L Co.unty farmers produce more feed stuf'fs '(grain sorghums and

alfalfa) for sale locally to cow men for local fel?,dlng�
2. Farmers keep a small flock of 50 to 100 hens as a profitable

side line.
3. Cooperative marketing c> ;·;tressed in Cochise Couuty,

especially' in regard to poultry and _(Joaltry produe ta,
4. Jl slight wajority of farmers contacted voted for a Govern­

mental agricultural control program. The consensus ot opinion would base
a control program on districts, with a number suggesting the county as a

local unit. A large group fa�ored Governmental attention being focused
on increased purchasing power and improved distribution as a basic method
of agricultural im1;>rovement•.

5. A tariff be levied on agricultural products in United states
which would in effect prohibit their'importation, 'Special attention was

called to proposing that the exemption on farm and ranch products from
Mexico be eliminated and that transportation ot all ranch and farm

products, including meats, fish, poultry and vegetables, across the
United States line from Mexico be �rohibited.

6.. Irrigation farmers keep at leas'€ 25-% of their crop lend in
alfalfa.

7. The United States Government does not financ� any new

producers or finance �resent producers for the expan�ion ot their present
plants in Cpchise County or elsewhere.

8. No reclamatio� proje�ts be allowed unless a production of

equal amount be.retired.
9 III Farmers generally practice diversific·ation.
10. Farmers.give attention to irrigation ditches to prevent the

loss' of water through gopher holes and so forth.
111t; Local feeding of short calves be done OIJ. pasbure supp.l imen ted

with grain during' the early fall as the only major' C'hange in livestock

feeding.
'

12. No general change in size of tarms be made.
13. The map supplied the commi ttee shows as' irrigated lends' that

which is only partially irrigated. SOMe lands in the south should be
added to the irrigated lands.

14 •. , JUdgement in regard. to areas to be withdrawn from cUltivation
be withheld until an agricultural and: water survey {smade by capable
engineers.

15. There are no areas in the county in whfch 20% or more of
farms are too small or' water supply too limited'· to provtde an adequate
family living.
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16. The figures submi tted i'eIT" the committee are relatively
correct.

17. The soil erosion program continue and that lo�al ranchers

cooperate with the Soil Erosion Service in the improvement of the range
and in the prevention or destructive influences on farm lands.

Signed by Committee: R. R. Harbour
Ben White
R. R. Nelson
H. W. Nichols

Additional Signatures



THE RA.!.zGE LIVE STOCK COMMITTEE REX:!OMENDATIONS

February 14, 1936

1. Leases and Permi ts :
We feel that the develcpsd range, whether leases or permits,

represents an investment and vested interest. We therefore recommend
that there shall be no withdrawal of leases or permits for the benefit of
new producers.

Any transfer of users of ran�e should be made through sale and

purchase by the interested parties.
2. Tariff:

The tariff should be based on the difference of the cost of
production in the United States. and the countries from which we propose
to import; should be flexible enough to meet current.conditions with a

reasonable margin in favor of American producers.
Importations should be perrrdtted only at such times and in such

numbers as may not be supplied from home produetion� .

Livestock from countries where he81th conditions and sanitary
precautions employed are such as to make possible the spread of contagious
disease, should be excluded by embargo.

We recommend that ranchers linprove their business efficiency and

quality of products in order to aprI'o��h the cost of production of foreign
dountries. •

.

The tariff should be handled by a tariff commission consisting
of representatives of the Department of Agriculture and Interior and the
President of the United States� with such other members as seem necessary

t� adequately represent the various interests and industries�
3. Finanace:

We recommend a continuation and development of the present
financial arrangements with Amphasis on long term loans and low rates of
interest.

We recommend that loans be made only on a conservative and sound
basis.
4. Standardization.of Production:

We 'reeammend the standardization of range products along approved
lines.

We recommend proper grading of beef to insure that the consuming
public may be assured of the quality of their purchases.
5. Soil Conservation:

We recommend the continuation of the soil conservation program
with further development of erosion control and poisonous weed eradication.

We recommend that ranchers lend their cooperation to this program
to prevent needless dama�e and improve the ranga.
6. General Policy:

We recommend that governmental activities be confined to assist­
ance in matters too complex or too large for individual control and to

prevent abuses or monopolies that would be detrimental to the industry or

public interest, leaving to individual effort as much as possible the
conduct of the industry.
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7. Stocking the Runge:
We recommend a conservative stocking or range to reduce loss

during dry years and to reduce waste of feed during we years.
The

-

County' Cover Map should be further classified. Some of

the desert area is equal in carrying capacity to some represented as

grass land•.
'We feel that there are no sizable areas which should be with�

drawn from stock ranching.

Signed by: Harry J. Saxon, Chairman
Ralph C'. Cowan
c. I�. McKinney
J. H. Brookreson
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PROJECT REPORT

Horticul ture
Fruits and Vineyards

Project No.3

1936

Eleven pruning demonstrations on deciduous fruits were held

during the spring month�.

Result damonstrations in grafting nut trees was started on

the Chas. �cKinney ranch at Courtland and the George and Walter

Amalong ranches in Bonita Canyon. Extension Horticulturist,

Harvey Tate, collaborated in these demonstrations. Improved

black and English walnuts were used on native stock which grows

rather profusely in mountain canyons and the upper reaches of the

alluvial fans.

Woolly aphis control by the paradichlorobenzene method has

been inaugurated or advised on the following ranches: L. C. Knape,

Bowie; Ulrich Reider, Hilltop; and George Amalong, Bonita Canyon.

The grape leaf skeletonizer has been during the past year a

rather severe �enace. Controlling by hand picking and lead

arsenate spray has been advised.



Aerial Crown Gallon quince, found near Dos

Cabezas, Ariozna. Crown Gall is one of
the greatest hazards to fruit trees

in Cochise County.



10.

Grape Vineyard on Roy Reed Ranch, Bowie, Arizona.

Irrigated entirely by flood water from date of plantingo



Improved Black and English walnut on native stock. Roy
Reed Ranch, Bowie, Arizona. This place receives no

irrigation other than flood water.

lOA.

Mr. Harvey Tate, Extension Horticulturist, demonstrating
tree training to a group n�ar Benson, �\rizona.
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PROJIDT REPORT

Horticul tu.re
Vegetable Growing

Project No.4

1936

Several growers were given plant disease and insect control

recommendations in various parts ot the county.

Western yellow blight on tomatoes has been particularly

troublesome during 1936. An estimate of 40% loss is reported

for the tomato plantings in the Whitewater and Double Adobe

areas. The best method of control has been to date the use of

partial shade with corn. Mr. T. Hollis of San Simon has used

this with a rather high degree of success. A few others.in the

county to my knowledge have used this method of control. The

bulk of tomatoes being grown in small acreages by farmers who

have not taken a great deal of trouble to control disease and

insects. It is thought that the corn should be planted at an

earlier date than is customary to control blight that has become

effective in the early stages of tomatoes.

To avoid nail head on tomatoes Mr. Hollis has used bordeaux

spray on his crop this year. No severe damage has been reported

up to September first.



PROJECT REPORT

Sheep

Project No.5

1936

Very few sheep are raised in Cochise County. Only one

ranch grower pastures in the county. One farmer was given help

in the establishing of a farm flock this year.

Dr. 1m. Pistor, the Extension Service Veterir�rian, on

one of his trips to Cochise County visited the E. C. Russell

ranch to diagnose trouble in the Russell flock.

He was also given a method of controlling worms in sheep

pelts.



PROJIDT REPORT

4-H Club Work

Project No.6

1936

Twenty-eight 4-H Club members were enrolled in various

projects distributgd according to subject matter as follows:

Thirteen Landscape Gardening; one poultry; one dairy; eight

beef; and five farm accounting. With the exception of the

Landscape Gardening Club the individuals enrolled are badly

scattered over the county and no regular meetings were held.

It was felt that even though nQ regular meetings could be

afforded the club members who wished to become members of

the 4�H Club they should be allowed that privilege.

Ocassional visits to members were made when convenient,

literature was supplied and an attempt has been made to get

4-H Club .ork among the agricultural projects into shape for

definite organization soon.

Three members exhibited a beef calf at the Tucson Live

Stock Show. All of the member of the Farm Accounting Club

have been enrolled in the National Farm Accounting Contest. To

date Bob Smith of Webb has made the best showing.

The Landscape Gardening Club at the Double Adobe School has

made a very fine start under the leadership of 1�s. Earl Solms.

13.

•
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This group has been working on the landscaping of the Double Adobe

School grounds with home projects in addition. Mr. Harvey Tate,

Extension Horticulturist, gave a fine talk to this group the

afternoon of September 9th.

The Handcraft Club at stewart, organized and carried on by

Miss Virmond, the Home Demonstration Agent, was given assistance

at achievement time. The Agent also assisted in the training of a

team 'f�om this club which competed in the state contest.,



I

4-H Club Member

Robert McKinney, Courtland, Arizona, with the fat steer which
he exhibited at the 1�35 Tucson Live stock Show.
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PROJ]CT REPORT

Agricultural Relief

Project No.7

1936

Seventy Rural Rehabilitation loans are in force in the

County. About twenty seed loans were granted this year. Until

recently no farm mortgages were impending in the Cochise County

courts, a monument to the rather sound financial structure of

the County's agriculture. The Debt Adjustment Coromi ttee has

done very little work, there being very little need for this

type of activity� The Committee is org�zed and ready for

action on call. It consists of Dana T. 1lilner, Willcox; Frank

DaVis, Elfrida; Harold Holcomb, Benson; R. R. Harbour, stewart

and the County Agent.

Several trips were made during the past year to investigate

farms and farm problems at the request of the Rural Rehabilita­

tion Supervisor.
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PROJECT REPORT

Entomology

Project No.8

1936

A project, Control of Mosquitoes in Willcox, under N.Y.A.

was approved early in the year. The City Council voted $25.00 to

pay for materials. Developments failed to furnish adequate supply

od youth labof so that after a partial survey the project was

abandoned as N.Y.A. work. In the meantime Dr. E. D. Ball and Dr.

C. T. Vorhies of the University of Arizona �ade a technical survey

of eonditions. Later Mr. Ivan Gee, Willcox Vocational Agriculture

Instructor, and the Agent made a surveu and found mosquito larvae

in a number of locations in the city limits. A final teport on

the project was made-to the City Council following this survey,

giving recommendations for specifiv control measures. This report

closed the project as far as the County Agent's office is concern­

ed pending a control program as and when inaugurated b� the City

or other agency in which case the Agent has assured the Council of

the cooperation of the Agent's office in a technical way.

Several ranchers were helped with insect problems such as

termites, cut bees, etc.
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PROJECT REPORT

Poultry

Project No.9

1936

A turkey grading and marketing demonstration was held at the

Tischblrek ranch in San Simon.

A caponizing demonstration was held on the E. C. Russell

ranch.

In connection with flock improvement the Agent ran tests

on birds as follows:

No. of birds
297
180
138
40

Flock owner Reactors found
Dal Sherman 0
Earl Solms 1
Mrs. M. B. Williams 10
I. J. Patterson 9

The interesting part of the results of these tests is 'in the

vase of Dal Sherman and Earl Solms. The parent stock of the

birds tested have been tested for some years back with elimination

of practically all B. W. D. blood.

Numerous poultrymen were given assistance with vaccination for

chicken pox. According to a plan worked out by Clyde Rowe,

Extension Poultryman, the Agent ordered vaccine shipped direct to

the poultryman at a saving of 33-1/3'% to the poultrymen.

Livability records were obtained on 13,994 baby chicks. The

loss up to seven weeks was 741 and an average loss of 5.3% covering

records of twenty-three poultrymen.
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One poultryman, Bob Dal Santo, Bisbee, the largest operator

in Cochise County, vaccinated his flock of Ostra Whites against

infectuous bronchitis. Success up to date has been indifferent.
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PROJECT REPORT

Rural Engineering

Project No. 10

1936

Pumping records are being kept by E. C. Hart, E. C. Russell,

R. R. Harbour, and WIn. Kaiser. These will not be complete until

the end of the pumping season some weeks hence.

One farmer was given information on how to line up his belt

correctly on his vertical centrifugal pump.

In connection with the Bean Study Club eight pumps were

weired with the following results:

Name Yield of pmnp in g.p.m.

A. A. Coates

Ralph Rice
A.. J'. Guynes
·E.C.Hart
B. B. Gibbens
Barl Nichols
Ben White
WIn. Kaiser

366
402
475
609
623
666
783
995
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PROJECT REPORT

Rodent Control

Project No. 11

1936

During the year approximately seven hundred pounds of poison

barley was distributed by the office for the control of kangaroo

rats.' In addition to this free supply furnished by the U. S.

B1.ological Survey a small amount was sold in one and two pound

lots at the cost of obtaining it from the Maricopa County Farm

Bureau Rodent Fund.

Three days were spent in working with Mack Taylor distribut­

ing poison barley on the Fisher Ranch.

Officers of the Douglas Golf Course were assisted in poison­

ing rabbits.

A supply of poison was also given to the �ouglas Airport and

a demonstration given on poisoning gophers.

Several farmers were given the formula for bird poisoning.
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PROJJroT REPCRT

Beef Cattle
Project No. 12

1936

The Agent attended the Cochise-Graham Cattle Growers'

Association meeting which was held in Willcox.

Some experimental work has been started on cattle ranches

through the cooperation of Dr. R. B. Streets. The action of

various materials on broom weeds is being closely observed.

Iron sulphate, sulphuric acid, tops and sodium thio cyanate in

varying amounts are being tried. Results to date indicate that

sulphuric acid or tops give a quicker kill than the other treat-

ments.

Veterinary Work

The absence of any licensed veterinarian in the county puts

a very heavy load of this type of work on the County Agent.

When advice and counsel were necessary this has always been given.

The work has caused a considerable amount of travel, diagnosing

the diseases .01' sick horses and cows.

Dr. Wm Pistor has given valuable cooperation in a number of

cases.

Actinomycosis·has been causing quite a bit of trouble.

The potaSSium Iodide treatment has been nroving very effective.
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Losses of cattle due to broom weed poisoning has been given

some attention.

Grass Experiments

As a preliminary to a pasture demonstration samples of crested

wheat grass were given to H. L. Carnahan, Stewart; John L. Dixon,

Stewart; R. L. McCall, Pomerene; and Robert MCKinney, Courtland.

On the George Anderson Ranch, Cochise; Donald Scott Ranch,

Stewart; R. L. 1,�cC$.11 Ranch, Pomerene grass nurseries have been

established using the following:plantings: Tall Meadow Oat Grass,

peren�ial Rye Grass; Slender Wheat Grass, Italian Rye Grass, Ruban

Sweet Clover, Biennial Yellow Sweet Clover, Chilean Alfalfa, Ladak

Alfalfa, Grim Alfalfa, Biennial Whi te Sweet Clover, Meadow Fescue,

Crested Wheat Grass, timothy, Dallis Grass, Brome Grass and Rhodes

Grass.

Drought

The drought situation in Cochise County began to become

acute late in October 1936. This-applies particularly to the

southern half of Cochise County. Early in September the Agenr went

to Douglas, conferring with several ranchers and Chas. U. Pickrell

relative to the possibility of having the county declared a drought

county under the Federal Government program for the current year.

Unless rains come almost inrrJediately five or �ix thousand head of

cattle which otherwise .eu�d remain on the ranges will have to be

moved. The drought situation among other things has brought the
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price of cows to a very low figure. Cows and calves are selling

for about �35.00. Droughty cows are �ringing about 2!- to 3 cents

in that area and calves in poor shape are selling for about

5 cents.
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PROJECT REPORT

Fairs

Project No. 13

1936

The Agent served on the Board of Directors of the Cochise

County Fair Association. The exhibit is set for October 1St,

2nd and 3rd.

More than normal emphasis is being put on the beef cattle

exhibit this year. A bull sale is being planned under the

leadeDship of Mr. Floyd Kimball.

Through a special class junior exhibitors are being

encouraged.



PROJECT REPffiT

Soils

Project No. 14

1936

Soil samples have been submitted to the Agricultural chemistry

Department for analysis and report from the ranches of J. W.

Church, C. C. Gordon, Mrs. J. \V. SIni th, Mrs. Brookbank: and

Boone Hawes.

A sample of fertilizer was submitted by L. I. Dillman,

Elfrida.

A sample of irrigation water was submitted for Mr. John W.

Clark.

An orchard recla�ation project through £ertil1zation was

made on the W. E. Carter Ranch. Experiments in using amo-phos,

sulphur and barn yard manure in sixteen different runounts and

combinations were inaugurated. W�. Carter later obtained

through the Douglas smelter 500 gallons of sulfuric acid. The

project has been under observation so short a time and not long

enough to draw any conclusions.
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PROJEOT REPORT

Small Grains

Project No. 15

1936

The Agent cooperated with Dr. �atlock in corn variety

experiments on the George Anderson ranch.

Several farmers were given assistance in obtaining a more

pure straim of hegari seed from the 1�esa Farm through Prot'.

I. A. Briggs.

Seed treatment against smut has been sponsored through

publicity and individual contact with farmers.
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PRO.rn::T REPORT

Miscellaneous

Project No. 16

1936

A lecture on rose culture was delivered before the Mountain

View Woman's Club.

A pathological condition of hogs was investigated on the Elmer

Judd Ranch, St. David with do definite diagnosis.

One client was assisted in collecting water for biological

analysis.

Numerous specimans of weeds and other plants were sent to the

botany department for identification.

Experiments in the control of bind weed, Helianthus ciliarus

and Turkistan thistle through the use of sulfuric acid arsenic

spray have been carried on with indifferent success. It is

apparrant that more knowledge as to exact methods in using spray

material is necessary before these weeds may be controlled with

recom�ended spray materials with assured eueeess.

A bean study club was started and information on cuttural prac­

tices which would yield the most profi.table returns are being collect­

ed. Cooperators in this program are �m. Kaiser, Harl Nichols, Ben

White, B. D. Gibbens and Ralph Rice.

Mr. A. B. Wadleigh, Dos Cabezas, was given some information

relative to Rural Eleotrification which project he has become interest­

ed in through the Rural Electrification Administration.


