ANNUAL NARRATIVE REPORT

STATE @ ARIZONA COUNTY: AT LARGE

REPORT OF: B. S. TURVILLE

FROM DECEMBER 1, 1942 to: NOVFMBRER 30, 1943



- During the year 1943, the writer was on active duty
for eight months, acting under a general assignment, as
county Agricultural Agent at Large.

The chief ractivity was the compilation, in company

with Donald Hitch, of material for a publication to be en-
titled "Irrigating in Arizona'", The work necessitated many
conferences with psrsons informed on special features of the
subjsct, more especially farmers, and soil scientists, The
‘publication is intended to cover ths principles underlying
irrigation practice, rathsr than the rules and practices
employed: it tries to explain "the reason why" of these.
When completed, it will probably include some 50-0dd pages

of the standard sized bulletin, along with more than 20 cuts,

The writer wishes to say that in this work he has had
splendid coopsration both from individuals and agencies,

Besides this effort, the writer carried on a number of
"side-1lines" which may be enumerated as follows:

(1) m®ach week during the year there was mailed to the
"High altitude" founties -~ Yavapal, Coconino, Navahoe,
Apache, Gila and Coconino, a "News Lstter" carrying items of
timely interest on agricultural subjects. These i1tems were
restricted to 60 words and weYre, pnsually quotations from
statements by Fxtension or EXM Station men, They were in-
tended for reproduction in the County Agent's column in his
local newspaper or papers., Usually there were six items
and the effort was made to distribute these among the differ-
ant subject-matter filelds.

While the items could be of value to all farmers and
cattlemen, they were also intended for the "Victory Garden-
ers', part time farmers, and towns-people with some type of

farm interest.

Thesa l1tems were used by some of the agents as intended
and by others in different ways.,

While there is certain to be differences of opinion
regarding any type of publicity, the ma jor difference in
this case appears to be that some believe in the value of
appeals to the towns-people, while others do not.

(2) The writer made numerous psports to speclalists
wé station men on observations made as:
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(2) A plant disease report to Harvey Tate.
(b) A commercial fertilizer report to Dr. Matlock,

(c) A report on the necessity for gﬁﬁe station and
extension activity on the subject: "Moisture Movement

in the ?ﬁ": This is a highly important subject.

(d) In conjunction with Donald Hitch, a report, with
recommendations to the Director, on the Dry Land

s ituation in Arizona, and the need for bringing infor-
mation on this subject up to date and available to the

public, was made,

(3) DNumerous trips of an inspsction nature were made,

involving the following counties, especially Cochise,
Yavapal, Coconino, Navahoe and Apache, The subjects dis-

cussed on these trips involved:

{a) Soils: Cochise: alkali and tight soils generally,
Navahoe: silt, natural soil and water-carried.

Apache: dry land possibilities., Coconino: dry land,

penetration of rainfailll Yavapai: the application of

the "Soil Survey". -

(b) Publicity: In all counties, ths value of the
news items sent out, possible changes and the nature of
publlicity and the need for it.

(¢) Plant troubles: These were inspected in all
counties, with the object in mind of reporting in to
the crop specialists, The writer, both as former
County Agent and Agent at Large, has a special interest
in tomatoes, as the "poor man's fruit". Also, the
tomato can be used when frost, as is frequent, takes
the tree fruit crop. Blight was the chief disease re-
ported on, but two other diseases, late blight and
spotted wilt, new in Yavapal County were reported in to

Mr. Tate and Dr, Hoyman,

(d) The writer also attended such conferences of
Extension Agents of the high altitude countles as were

he 1ld.,

Observations and Conclusions

It was the conclusion of the writer that the time
pressure from Federal War Agencies had resulted in reduc-
ing materlally, ths old-~fashioned subject matter activitiles,



This condition was less noticeabls in the divisions of
poultry and horticulture, than it was in soils and irrigation.
The fact may perhaps be explained by noting that readily-

a pplicable material along these lines is not as svailable

as 1T is in the others, |

Ths field of entomology is apparently being well covered,
but in plant pathology, the agents indicate a lack of field-
contact with trained pathologists,

In the field of soils gand farm crops, the Soll Conserva-
tion Service appears to be doing some very good ground work,
Their eofforts appear to have provided some very thorough
analyees of local problems and thelr actual work is provid-

ing a strong backlog of experience, that will doubtless pro-
duce results,

Recommendations
The writer has but one of thess to make: an increased
effort towards carefully conducted field tests of recommend-
ed practices, and further research work when the tests show
negatlive to uncertain results.,

Statistical for 1943
Days in fiesld 100

Days in office ~ 100
Number of Agriculture agts visited O
Meetings called O
Meetings attended (6fficially) 2
Letters written 80
Circular letters written | 9,
Articles for newspapers 60
Addresses delivered A
Fairs (assisted with) 1

Subject-matter conferences 250



